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C H A P. few Britilh troops that had been left in pofleflion of Cape Ti-
X. buron, who were attacked on the I6th of April, by an army of

1794- brigands amounting to upwards of two thoufand. The enemy's
force was led on by Andrew Rigaud, a man of colour, who com-
manded at Aux Cayes, and was compofed of revolted negroes,
and defperadoes of all defcriptions, rapacious after plunder, and
thirfting for blood. This favage horde furrounded the fort
about three o'clock in the morning. It was defended with
much fpirit until a quarter before nine, when the befieged,
quitting the fort, affailed the affailants, and routed the be-
fiegers with great flaughter, one hundred and feventy of their
number being left dead on the field ; but when it was difcovered
that no lefs than twenty-eight of our gallant foldiers had loft
their lives, and that one hundred and nine others were feverely
wounded in this bloody conteft, the fhouts of triumph were
fuppreffed by gloomy refleaions on the forlorn condition of the
army, it being mournfully evident that a few more fuch viao-
ries would annihilate the vitors !

THE whole of the Britifh force at this time in all parts of
St. Domingo did not, I believe, amount to nine hundred effec-
tive men, a number by no means fufficient to garrifon the places
in our poffeffion; and the rapid diminution which prevailed
among them, could not fail to attra&t obfervation among all
claffes of the French inhabitants; to difpirit our allies, and en-
courage our enemies. Such of the planters as had hitherto flood
aloof, now began to declare themfelves hoftile; and defertions
were frequent from moft of the parithes that had furrendered.
At Jean Rabell, a place which, a few months before, had volun-
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