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CHAP. duty to place the failure which has enfued to its proper account.
X.
.._ , The hiftorian who, in fich cafes, from fear, favour, or affec-

tion, fuppreffes the communication of facts, is hardly lefs culpa-

ble than the facious or venal writer, who facrifices the interefts

of truth, and the dignity of hiftory, to the prejudices of party.

THE republican commiffioners, as the reader has been in-

formed, had brought with them from France fix thoufand
chofen troops; which, added to the national force.already

in the colony, and the militia of the country, conflituted a

body of fourteen or fifteen thoufand effedive whites; to whom

were joined the greateft part of the free negroes and mulattoes,
befides a motley but defperate band of all complexions and de-

fcriptions, chiefly flaves which had deferted from their owners,

and negroes colleded fom the jails. All thefe, amounting in the
whole to about twenty-five thoufand effeaives, were brought into

fome degree of order and difcipline; were well armed, and, what

is of infinite importance, were, in a confiderable degree, inured to

the climate. Being neceffarily difperfed, however, in detachments

throughout the different provinces, they were become on that

account lefs formidable to an invading enemy. Aware of this
circumftance, the commiffioners, on the firft intimation of an

attack from the Englifh, reforted to the moft defperate expedient

to ftrengthen their party, that imagination can conceive. They

declared by proclamation all manner of flavery abolifhed, and

pronounced the negro flaves to be from thenceforward a free

people, on condition of reforting to their flandard. From this

moment it might have been forefeen that the colony was loft to

Europe; for though but few of the negroes, in proportion to

the whole, joined the commiffioners, many thoufands choofing
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