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chief of Jamaica, fignifying the king's pleafure (with allowance C HA P.
X.

of great latitude however to the governor's difcretion) that he
fhould accept terms of capitulation from the inhabitants of fuch
parts of St. Domingo as folicited the protetion of the Britifh
government; and for that purpofe the governor was authorized
to detach, from the troops under his command in Jamaica, fuch
a force as fhould be thought fufficient to take and retain poffeffion
of all the places that might be furrendered, until reinforcements
fhould arrive from England. M. Charmilly, having thus de-
livered the orders and inftrutions with which he was entrufted,
fent an agent without delay to Jeremie (a), a fmall port and
town in the diftrit of Grand Ance, to which he belonged, to
prepare the loyal inhabitants for a vifit from their new allies
and proteaors the Englifh.

BUT, before we proceed to detail the operations which followed
this determination of the Britifh cabinet, it feems neceffary, as
well for the fatisfa6tion of the reader, as in juftice to the gallantry
and good condua of the officers and men who were afterwards
fent to St. Domingo, that fome account fhould be given of
the difficulties which were to arife, and the force that was to
be encountered in this attempt to annex fo great and valuable a
colony to the Britifh dominion. I am well apprized that I am
here treading on tender ground; but if it fhall appear, as un-
happily it will, that the perfons at whofe inftance and entreaty the
projet was adopted, either meant to deceive, or were themfelves
grofsly deceived, in the reprefentations which they made to the
Englifh government .pn this occafion, it is my province and my

(a) It is fituated juft within the Bight of Leogane.
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