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C H A P. tunes; fome by the cruelty of creditors; and others, perhaps,
IX. by the confciouhfefs of their crimes. Captivatcd'by the renown,

and allured by the wealth of the Bucaniers, they joined in their

expediticns againft the Spaniards from no better motives than

thofe of plunder and rapine; and to fuch men nmua be imputed

thofe outrages and exceffes which have flamped the proceedings
of the whole affociation with infamy (b). But there is a time

(b) I conceive, however, that thefe have been wonderfully magnified and ex-
aggerated. The narrative called 7he HiLtory of'the Bucaniers, publifhed towards
the latter end of the laft century, which has been quoted by writers of all defcriptins
ever fince, as of unquefrionable authority, was originally written in Dutch, by ons
John Efquemeling, who confeffes that he had been one of the Bucaniers, and was
expelled from their fociety. The reports of fuch a writer ought to have been re-
ceived with great caution; but there is a ftill fironger circumftance to excite fuf-
picion; and iý is this: The Englifl work is not taken from the Dutch original, but
from a S;'.; ,!. tranflation; and to fuppofe that a Spaniard would fpeak favourably
of the Bucaniers, is the very excefs of human credulity. Not having the original
book to refer to, I cannot pronounce with certainty; but I am of opinion, that
many of the tragical ftories concerning the torture of the Spanifh prifoners, and
the violation of the women, are interpolations of the Spanifh tranflator. I form this
conclufion from the malignity difplayed towards the charater of the famous Sir
Henry Morgan. If we may believe the account given of this gallant commander,
he was the moft inhuman monfter that ever exifted. Yet this very man (who
by the way a6ed under a regular commillion and letters of reprizal from govern-
ment) after he had quitted the fea, was recommended by the earl of Carlifle to be
his fucceffor in the government of Jamaica, and was accordingly appointed lieute-
nant-governor in the earl's abfence. He afterwards received the honour of knight-
hood from King Charles II. and paffed the remainder of his life on his plantation in

Jamaica. By the kindnefs of a friend in that ifland, I have had an opportunity of
perufing fome of Sir Henry Morgan's original private letters; and this I will fay,
that they manifeft fuch a fpirit of humanity, juftice, liberality, and piety, as prove
that he has either been grofsly traduced, or that he was the greateft hypocrite living;
-a chara&er ill-fuited to the frank and fearlefs temper of the man,

for


