
112 H I S T O R Y OF

C H A P. FOUR members out of the fix whites that compofed a moiety
VIII. of the commijion intermediaire, met with fimilar treatment. They

^ -* ventured to offer their opinion on a meafure of finance, in op-

pofition to that of M. Santhonax. The commiflioners com-

mended their franknefs, and M. Santhonax invited them to a

fupper. The invitation was accepted; but at the hour ap-

pointed, they found themfelves furrounded by a detachnment of

the military, which conveyed them to very forry entertainment

in the hold of a fhip, and there left them as ftate prifoners fd).

THE commiffioners, in the next place, fell out among them.-

felves; and Santhonax and Polverel determined to get quit of their

aflociate Ailhaud. Prudently judging, however, that the publick

degradation of one of their own body would reflea fome degree

of ignominy on them all, they perfuaded him to be content with

a proportion of the common plunder, and filently quit the

country. Ailhaud fubmitted with a good grace to what he

could not avoid.

By thefe, and other means, above all by the pracice of be-
flowing largeffes on the troops, and the acquifition of a defperate
band of auxiliaries, compofed of fome of the revolted flaves, and
vagabonds of all colours and defcriptions, moftly colleted from
the jails, Santhonax and Polverel, in the beginning of the year

(d) To one of thefe gentlemen I am indebted for more valuable and extenfive
information than I have been able to colled through any other channel. In his
voyage to Europe, the fhip in which he was confined was (fortunately for him)
captured by an Englifh frigate, which brought him to England, where I had the
happinefs to render him fome acceptable fervice.
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