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TRooPS however, as I have obferved, had arrived from France C HA P.

to the number in the whole of about four thoufand; but, in the VIII.

fpirit of the times, they manifefted very little obedience either

to the civil commiffioners, or to the governor of the colony;

yet they ferved as a check to the revolters, who would other-

wife, in all probability, before this time, have become mafters

both of Cape Francois and Port au Prince. In the Northern pro-

vince, the rebel negroes indeed were fuppofed to be confiderably

reduced by difeafe and famine. Having deftroyed all the pro-

vifion grounds, and devoured the cattle of all kinds on the plain

of the Cape, they had now taken poffeflion of the furrounding

mountainous diftrias, and were compelled by their chief leader,

)ean Franfois, a negro of great fagacity, to plant provifions for

their future fubfiftence; a meafure which has kept the flames

of rebellion alive to the prefent hour.

IN the mean time, the flate of publick affairs in the mother

country was tending to a great and ominous change. Ever fince

the flight and feizure of their unhappy king, in the month of

June 1791, the faaion was hourly increafing in numbers which

was foon to lay the kingdom in ruins, and bring the monarch

himfelf to the fcaffold. The Jacobin party, headed by a blood-

thirfty triumvirate (a), were becoming all-powerful; and the

fociety of Anis des Noirs had once more acquired a fatal afcen-

dency in the legiflative body. On the 29 th of February, one of 1792.

them, named Garan de Coulon, after a long and inflammatory ha-

rangue againft the planters in general, propofed the form of a

(a) Danton, Robefpierre and Marat.
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