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CH A P. lity, and liberty, fuits not with fuch blood-thirfly men. May your
V I. condua be the reverfe of theirs. Univerfal love is the language of the

gofpel;- your paftors will make it heard among you. Open your hearts
to receive this divine fyftem of morality. We have mitigated your
misfortunes, alleviate, on your part, thofe of the unhappy vidims of
avarice, who moiften your fields with their. fweat, and often with their
tears. Let the exiftence of your flaves be no longer their torment;
but by your kind treatment of them, expiate the crimes of Europe I

BY. leading them on progreffively to liberty, you will fulfil a duty:

you will prepare for yourfelves the moft comfortable refletions:
you will do honour to humanity, and infure the profperity of the co-
lonies.. Such will be your condu& towards your brethren, the negroes;
but what ought it to be towards your fathers, the whites ? Doubtlefs
you will be permitted to fhed tears over the afhes of Ferrand de
Baudiere, and the unfortunate Ogi, affaffinated under the forms of law,
and dying on the wheel for having wifhed to be free! But may he
among you perifh,.who fhall dare to entertain, an idea of revenge againft
your perfecutors !I They are already delivered over to the ftings of their
own confciences, and covered with eternal infamy. The abhorrence
in which they are held by the prefent race of mankind, only precedes
the execration of pofterity. Bury then in eternal oblivion every
fentiment of hatred, and tafte the delicious pleafure of conferring be-
nefits on your oppreffors. Reprefs even too marked exprefions of
your joy, which, in caufing them to refle& on their own injuftice towards.
you, will make their remorfe ftill more pungent.

STRICTLY obedient to the laws, teach your children- to refpet them.
By a careful education, iriftru& them in all the duties of morality; fo
fhall you prepare for the fiicceeding generation virtuous citizens, ho-
nourable men, enlightened patriots, and defenders of their country !

How will their hearts be affe&ed when, conducting them to your
fhores, you dire& their looks towards France, telling them, " be-
"' yond thofe feas is your parent country; it is from thence we have

" received


