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loft, ifjuftice be rendered to you. In this affertion we have found no- C H A P.
thing but falfehood: we pleafe ourfelves in the belief, that our decree VII.
will draw the bands ftill clofer which unite you to the mother country.
Your patriotifin, your intereft, and your affe&ions, will concur in inducing
you to confine your. commercial conne&ions to France only; and the
reciprocal tributes of induftry will eftablifh between her and her co-
lonies a conftant interchange of riches and good offices. If you at
unfaithfully towards France, you will be the bafeft and moft aban-
doned of the human race. But no! generous citizens, you will not
become traitors to your country: you fhudder at the idea. Rallied,
with all other good Frenchmen, around the ftandard of liberty, you
will defend our glorious conftitution. The day fhall arrive, when the
reprefentatives of the people of colour will crofs the ocean to take
their feats with us, and fwear to live and die under our laws. The
day fhall arrive among you when the fun will fhine on none but free-
men; when the rays of light fhall no longer fall on the fetters of flavery.
It is true, the national affembly has not yet raifed the condition of the
enflaved negroes to a level with your fituation; becaufe fuddenly
granting the rights to thofe who are ignorant of the duties of citizens,
might perhaps have been a fatal prefent to them : but forget not, that
they, like yourfelves, are born to freedom and perfe& equality. It is
in the irrefiftible courfe of things that all nations, whofe liberty has been
invaded, ihall recover that precious portion of their indefeafible inhe-
ritance!

You are accufed of treating your flaves much worfe than the whites:
but, alas! fo various have been the detra&ions with which you have
been afperfed, that it would be weaknefs in us to credit the charge. If,
however, there be any foundation for what has been advanced on this
head, fo condu& yourfelves in future as to prove it will be a Ifameful
calumny hereafter.

YOUR oppreffors have heretofore endeavoured to hide from their

flaves the lights of chriftianity, becaufe the religion of mildnefs, equa-
0 lity,


