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C H A P. miferies, and ftrenuoufly claiming your rights! If that affembly had
VII. facrificed them, it would have tarnifhed its glory. It was its duty to

L - decree with juftice, to explain itfelf clearly, and caufe its laws to be
executed with firmnefs: it has done fo; and if (which God forbid!)
fome event, hidden in the womb of futurity, thould tear our colonies
from us, would it not be better to have a loýs to deplore, than an in-
juftice to reproach ourfelves with ?

CITIZENS ! raife once more your humiliated countenances, and to the
dignity of men, affociate the courage and noblenefs of a free people.
The ISth of May, the day in which you recovered your rights,
ought to be fcr ever memorable to you and to your children. This
epoch will periodically awaken in you fentiments of gratitude towards
the Supreme Being; and may your accents afcend to the vault of
heaven, towards which your grateful hands will be extended ! At length
you have a country. Hereafter you will fee nothing above you but the
law; while the opportunity of concurring in the framing it, will affure to
you that indefeafible right of all mankind, the right of obeying your-
felves only.

You have a country: and it will no longer be a land of exile, where
you meet none but tyrants on the one hand, and companions in mif-
fortune on the other; the former diftributing, and the latter receiving,
contempt and outrage. The groans of your afflitions were punifhed
as the clamours of rebellion; and fituated between the uplifted poinard,
and certain death, thofe unhappy countries were often moiftened with
your tears, and fometimes flained with your blood.

You have a country: and happinefs will Ihine on the feat of your
nativity. You will now enjoy in peace the fruits of the fields which you
have cultivated without compulfon. Then will be filled up that interval,
which, placing at an immenfe diftance from each other, the children of
the fame father, has fuppreffed the voice of nature, and broke the bands
of fraternity afunder. Then will the chafte enjoyments of conjugal
union take place of thofe vile fallies of debauchery, by which the ma-
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