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But it is now time to advert to the proceedings which oc- C H A.

curred in France, where we left Gregoire, La Fayette, Rober- VII.

fpierre, and the reft of the fociety of Amis des Noirs, exulting in

the triumph they had obtained on the i 5 th of May; and per-

haps waiting, in the ardent hope and expedation, that their ob-

noxious decree of that date, would produce thofe very evils

which acually refulted from it. It was not until the beginning

of September that information arrived at Paris concerning the

reception which the account of this decree had met with in St.

Domingo. The tumults, diforders, and confufions that it pro-

duced there, were now reprefented in the ftrongeft colouring,

and the lofs of the colony to France was univerfally appre-

hended. At this time, however, no fufpicion was entertained

concerning the enflaved negroes; but a civil war, between the

whites and the mulattoes, was believed to be inevitable. The

commercial and manufaauring towns,predicting the ruin of their

trade and thipping, and the lofs of their capitals from exifting

dangers, prefented remonftrances and petitions to the national

affembly, urging the neceffity of an immediate repeal of all the

decrees by which the rights of the planters were invaded; that

of the 15th of May efpecially. The conftituent national affem-

bly was now on the point of diffolution, and perhaps wifhed to

leave every thing in peace. At the fame time the tide of po-

pular prejudice, which had hitherto ran with fuch violence againft

the colonifts, was beginning to turn. Moft of thofe members

whofe opinions in colonial concerns, a few months before, had

guided the deliberations of the national affembly, were now

either filently difregarded, or treated with outrage; - a ftrong

And firiking proof of the lightnefs and verfatility of the French
N charater.


