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chains, and in the attitude of imploring mercy; thoufands of C H A P.

which alfo they found means to difperfe among the negroes in each VII.

of the fugar iflands, for the inftrution, I prefume, of fuch of

them as could not read; but, unhappily, this inftance of provident

caution was not requifite; for fo many negro domefficks return

annually from Europe to the Weft Indies, as conftantly furnifh a

fufficient number of living inftrucors; and certain it is (I pro-

nounce it from my own knowledge refpeding Jamaica) that the

labours of the fociety on their behalf, as well as many of the

moft violent fpeeches in the Britifh parliament, wherein the

whole body of planters were painted as a herd of blood-thirfty

and remorfelefs tyrants, were explained to the negro flaves, in

terms well adapted to their capacities, and fuited, as might have

been fuppofed, to their feelings. It will be difficult to fay what

other meafures the Old Jewry affociates could have taken to

excite a rebellion, except that of furnifling the objeas of their

folicitude with fire arms and ammunition.

HITHERTO, this fociety had ferved as a model and exemplar

to that of Paris; but a difpofition to flop at half meafures con-

ftitutes no part of the French character; and the fociety of

Amis des Noirs reforted, without fcruple, to thofe meafures

which their fellow labourers in London ftill hefitated to adopt:

beginning with the clafs of free mulattoes, becaufe they found

many of them in France, who became the willing inftruments

of their purpofes; and who undertook to interpret to the ne-

groes in the French colonies the wifhes and good intentions

towards them of their friends in the mother country. Thus an

opening was made towards conciliation and union between the
two


