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C H A P. and indigo fettlements had been deftroyed (the buildings thereon
VI. being confumed by fire), and one thoufand two hundred chriftian

families reduced from opulence, to fuch a ftate of mifery as to
depend altogether for their clothing and fuftenance on publick
and private charity. Of the infurgents, it was reckoned that

upwards-often thoufand had perifhed by the fword or by famine;
and fome hundreds by the hands of the executioner;- many of

them, I grieve to fay, under the torture of the wheel ;-a fyltem
of revenge and retaliation, which no enormities of favage life
could juftify or excufe (c).

HITHERTO, my narrative has applied chiefly to tranfa6tions

in the Northern province; I grieve to relate, that the flames of

(c) Two of thefe unhappy men fuffered in this manner under the window of the

author's lodgings, and in his prefence, at Cape FranCois, on Thurfday the 28th of

September 1791. They were broken on two pieces of timber placed crofswife.

One of them expired on receiving the third firoke on his flomach, each of his legs

and arms having been firft broken in two places; the firft three blows he bore

without a groan. The other had a harder fate. When the executioner, after

breakig his legs and arms, lifted up the infirument to give the finifhing firoke on

the breaft, and which (by putting the criminal out of his pain) is called It coup de

grase, the mob, with the ferocioufnefs of cannibals, called out arretezl (flop)

and compelled him to leave his work unfinified. In that condition, the miferable

wretch, with his broken limbs doubled up, was put on a cart-wheel, which was

placed horizontally, one end of the axle-tree being driven into the earth. He

feemed perfealy fenfible, but uttered not a groan. At the end of forty minutes,

fome Englifh feamen, who were fpe&ators of the tragedy, firangled him in mercy.

As to all the French fpetators (many of them perfons of fafhion, who beheld the

fcene from the windows of their upper apartments), it grieves me to fay, that they

looked on with the moft perfe& compofure and fangfroid. Some of the ladies, as I

was told, even ridiculed, with a great deal of unfeemly mirth, the fympathy ma-

aifefted by the Englifh at the fufferings of the wretched criminals.
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