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C H A P. cordingly; and M. de Touzard, an officer who had diftinguifhed
"VI. himfelf in the fervice of the North Americans, took the com-

rnand of a party of militia and troops of the line. With thefe, he

marched to the plantation of a M. Latour, and attacked a body
of about four thoufand of the rebel negroes. Many were de-
ftroyed, but to little purpofe ; for Touzard, finding the number
of revolters to encreafe in more than a centuple proportion to their
loffes, was at length obliged to retreat; and it cannot be doubted,
that if the rebels had forthwith proceeded to the town, defence-
lefs as it then was towards the plain, they might have fired it
without difficulty, and deftroyed all its inhabitants, or compelled
them to fly to the fhipping for refuge.

SENSIBLE of this, the governor, by the advice of the affembly,
determined to ad for fome time folely on the defenfive; and as
it was every moment to be apprehended that the revolters would
pour down upon the town, the firft meafure reforted to was to
fortify the roads and paffes leading into it. At the eaftern ex-
tremity, the main road from the plain is interfedted by a river,
which luckily had no bridge over it, and was croffed in ferry
boats. For the defence of this paffage, a battery of cannon was
raifed on boats lafhed together; while two finall camps were
formed at proper diftances on the banks. The other principal
entrance into the town, and contiguous to it towards the fouth,
was through a mountainous diftriA, called le Haut du Cap.
Poffeffion was immediately taken of thefe heights, and confi-
derable bodies of troops, with fuch artillery as could be fpared,
were tfationed thereon. But thefe precautions not being thought
fufficient, it was alfo determined tofurrcund the whole of the town,
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