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C HA P. age, or fex is fpared. All the fhocking and fhameful enor-
VI. mities, with which the fierce and unbridled paffions of favage

man have ever condu&ed a -war, prevail uncontrouled. The
rage of fire confumes what the fword is unable to deftroy, and,
in a-few difinal hours, the moft fertile and beautiful plains in the

.world are converted into one vaft field of carnage;--a wilder-

nefs of defolation!

TITERE is indeed too much reafon to believe, that thefe niife-

ries would have occurred in St. Domingo, in a great degree,
even if the proceedings of the National Affembly, as related in
the latter part of -the preceding chapter, had been more tem-

perate, and if the decree of the I5 th of May had never paffed
into a law. The declarations of the dying Oge fufficiently

point out the mifchief that was meditated, long before that ob-
noxious decree was promulgated. But it may be affirmed,
with truth and certainty, that this fatal meafure gave life and
aaivity to the poifon. It was the brand by which the flames
were lighted, and the combuftibles that were prepared fet into
ation. Intelligence having been received of it at Cape Fran-

2791. cois on the 3 oth of June, no words can defcribe the rage and

indignation which immediately fpread throughout the colony;

and in no place did the inhabitants breathe greater refentment than

in the town of the Cape, which had hitherto been foremoft in pro-
feffions of attachment to the mother country, and in promoting
the fpirit of difunion and oppofition in the colonial affembly.
They now unanimoufly determined to rejea the civick oaths

although great preparations had been made for a general fede-

sation on the 14 th of July. The news of this decree feemed to
unite


