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" terference in the local and interior concerns of the colonies; and C H AP.
it cannot be doubted, that if this declaration had been faithfully V.

interpreted and aded upon, it would have contributed, in a very
eminent degree, to the reftoration of peace and tranquillity in St.
Domingo, To render it therefore of as little effe& as poffible,
and to add fuel to the fire which perhaps would otherwife have
become extinguifhed, it had been infidioufly propofed in the na-
tional affembly, within a few days after the decree of the 8th of
March had paffed, to tranfmit with it to the governor of St. Do-
mingo, a code, or chapter, of inftruaions for its due and pun&ual
obfervance and execution. Accordingly, on the 28th of the fame
month, inflrutions which were faid to be calculated for that
purpofe, were prefented and decreed. They confifted of eighteen
articles, and contained, among other things, a dire&ion " that
" every perfon of the age of twenty-five and upwards, poffeiTng

" property, or having refided two years in the colony, and paid
" taxes,. hould be permitted to vote in the formation of the co-
"lonial affembly." ,

THE friends of the colonifts having at that time feats in the
national affembly, oppofed the meafure chiefly on the ground of
its repugnancy to the decree of the 8th; it being evidently, they
urged, an interference in the local arrangements and interior re-
gulations of the colonial government. It does not appear (not-
withftanding what has fince been afferted to the contrary) that
they entertained an idea that the mulatto people were diretly
or indiretly concerned. The framers and fupporters of the mea-
fure pretended that it went only to the modification of the
privilege of voting in the parochial meetings, which it was well
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