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C H A P. behaviour of the mulattoes refident in the colony, that the ge-
V. neral body of thofe people were by no means averfe to conci-

liation with the whites, yet it was found impoffible to perfuade
their pretended friends in Europe to leave the affairs of St. Do-
mingo to their natural courfe. Barnave alone (hitherto the moft
formidable opponent of the prejudices and pretenfions of the co-
lonifts) avowed his convition that any further interference of
the mother country in the queftion between the whites and the
coloured people, would be productive of fatal confequences.
Such an opinion was entitled to greater refpea, as coming from
a man who, as prefident of the colonial committee, muff be fup-
pofed to have acquired an intimate knowledge of the fubjet;
but he was heard without convition. There are enthufiafts in
politicks as well as in religion, and it commonly happens with
fanaticks in each, that the recantation of a few of their number
ferves only to ftrengthen the errors, and animate the purpofes of
the reft. It was now refolved by Gregoire, La Fayette, Briffot,
and fome other peftilent reformers, to call in the fupreme le-
giflative authority of the French government to give effed to
their projeds; and that the reader may clearly underftand the
nature and complexion of the mifchief that was meditated, and
of thofe meafures to which the ruin of the French part of St.
Domingo is immediately to be attributed, it is neceffary, in the
firft place, to recal his attention to the national decree of the
8th of March 1790, of which an account was given in the fe-
cond chapter.,

By that decree, as the reader muff have remembered,.the na-
tional affembly, among other things, difclaimed all right of in-

terference
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