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author;-but there is this misfortune attending this, and muft at- C H A P.
tend all other fyftems of the fame nature, that moft of its regu- I

lations are inapplicable to the condition and fituation of the

colonies in America. In countries where flavery is eflablifhed,

the leading principle on which government is fupported, isfear;

or a fenfe of that abfolute coercive neceffity, which, leaving no

choice of ation, fuperfedes all queffion of right. It is in vain

to deny that fuch adually is, and neceffarily muff be, the cafe in
all countries where flavery is allowed. Every endeavour there.
fore to extend pofitive rights to men in this flate, as between one
clafs of people and the other, is an attempt to reconcile inherent
contradicions, and to blend principles together which admit not
of combination. The great and, I am afraid, the only certain
and permanent fecurity of the enflaved negroes, is the ftrong cir-
cumftance that the intereft of the mafter is blended with, and in
truth, altogether depends on, the prefervation, and even on the
health, ftrength, and ativity, of the flave.. This applies equally
to all the European colonies in America; and accordingly the
atual condition of the negroes in all thofe colonies, to whatever
nation they belong, is I believe nearly the fame. Of that con-
dition I have given an account in another place (f): I have there-
fore only to obferve in this, that in all the French iflands the ge-
neral treatment of the flaves is neither much better nor much
worfe, as far as I could obferve, than in thofe of Great Britain.
If any difference there is, I think that they are better clothed
.among the French, and allowed more animal food among the
Englith. The prevalent notion that the French planters treat

(f) Hift. Civil and Commercial of the Britifh Colonies.

C 2 their


