
ST. DOMINGO. 5

and twelve counfellors, four aefezurs, or affiftant judges, to- C H A P.
gether with the attorney general and regifter. In thefe councils, I1
or courts of fupreme jurifdition, as in the parliaments of France,
the king's edits, and thofe of the governor and intendant, were
regiffered. Seven members conftituted a quorum for the hear-
ing of appeal caufes; but a hint from the governor-general was
always fufficient to render much inveftigation unneceffary: and
it is afferted (with what truth I pretend not to determine) that,
befides their flavifh dependance on the executive power, the
members of thefe courts were notorioufly and fhamefully open
to corruption and bribery. An appeal however lay to the king,
in the laft refort; and candour compels me to obferve that,
on fuch appeals, fubftantial juftice was generally obtained (cj.

THE number of the king's troops on the colonial eftablifh-
ment was commonly from 2 to 3,000 men; and each of the

52 parifhes into which the colony was divided raifed one or
more companies of white militia, a company of mulattoes, and

a company of free blacks. The officers, both of the regular

troops and the militia, were commiflioned provifionally by the
governor-general, fubjea to the king's approbation; but the
militia received no pay of any kind.

FROM this recapitulation, it is evident that the peace and
happinefs of the people of St. Domingo depended very much on

(c) In the year 1787 there two fuperior councils were confolidated into one,
which held its meetings at Port au Prince, this city being the feat of government in
time of peace. In the event of a war, the governor-general removed to Cape

Francois. The true, though not the oftenfible, reafon for this juncdion of the

council boards, was an idea that a fingle board would be found more tradable in the

regiftry of ediAs and ordinances than two feparate jurifdidions.
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