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BY CHRISTOPHER TUFFLEY
News-Sun Correspondent

SEBRING — May is Foster 
Care Month. The News-Sun 
honors all the families who 
open up their homes to chil-
dren in need of shelter, pro-
tection and love. It takes cour-
age and generosity to care for 
unsettled youngsters going 
through a time of crisis.

Gary and Mary Franklin are 
one such unusual couple, and 
the News-Sun is honoring them 
as the Unsung Heroes for May.

The Franklins moved to 
Spring Lake from Baltimore, 

Avon Park                   
7 p.m. Friday at SFSC

Sebring                     
9 a.m. Saturday at 
county fairgrounds 
convention center

Lake Placid                
1 p.m. Saturday at 

SFSC

GRADUATION 
SCHEDULE

BY BARRY FOSTER
News-Sun Correspondent

SEBRING — 
It has been 10 
years since hur-
ricanes Char-
ley, Frances and 
Jeanne pound-
ed Highlands 
County in suc-
cession.

It began with Hur-
ricane Charley. The 
Category 4 storm 
made landfall just 
west of Fort My-
ers on Aug. 13, 2004. 
It moved northeast-
erly through Hard-
ee County, brushing 
Highlands with hur-
ricane-force winds. 
At the time it was the 
second costliest hur-
ricane in history.

On Sept. 5, Frances 
made landfall on the 
east coast of Florida 
with 105 mph winds, 
moving very slowly 
northwesterly again 
pummeling High-
lands County with 
high winds and tor-
rential rain.

Finally, Jeanne — a 
Category 3 storm — 
made landfall at Stu-

art on Sept. 26 with 
120 mph winds. The 
eye of that storm 
crossed through 
Highlands County as 
it moved across the 
Sunshine State.

The storms left in 
their wake billions of 
dollars in property 
damage and stories of 
how residents coped 
with weeks of pow-
er outages, limited 
phone service, sched-
ule interruptions and 
the constant drone of 
generators in various 

Hurricane 
seminar set 
for Saturday

It began with Hur-
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Open hearts, 
open home

Franklins heard call, became foster parents

Katara Simmons/News-Sun

Foster parents Gary and Mary Franklin have an open door policy when it comes to foster children and their families. The Frank-
lins currently have four foster children in their care, but usually care for fi ve kids at a time.

Katara Simmons/News-Sun

Stuffed animals and toys are stacked in the living room at the Franklin’s home in 
Sebring.SEE UNSUNG | A7

BY BARRY FOSTER
News-Sun Correspondent

SEBRING — The 2014 
election season has been 
underway for months 
now, with some candi-
dates already in full cam-
paign mode.

Today, Highlands 
County Supervisor of 
Elections Penny Ogg will 

be inviting members 
of the media in to tour 
her operation and learn 
some of the issues that 
will be of importance to 
voters both in the up-
coming primary and gen-
eral elections.

“We will be giving out 
important election dates 

Election precinct 
changes considered

Katara Simmons/News-Sun fi le photo

The Restoration Center at Sparta Road and State Road 66 in Sebring 
has been a popular spot for candidates to get in one last push as vot-
ers drive to the polling place, but plans are in the works to discontinue 
using the vacant church, which is in foreclosure.

BY CHRISTOPHER TUFFLEY
News-Sun Correspondent

AVON PARK — Representatives 
from CliftonLarsonAllen LLP pre-
sented the city council with Avon 
Park’s annual independent au-
ditor’s report for the fi scal year 
2012-2013 Wednesday night.

The news is good for the city. At 

SEE SEMINAR | A6

SEE ELECTION | A6

AP audit is 
good news

SEE AUDIT | A8

Tips to help keep kids 
safe this summer
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Spring is Here!

America FirsttsriF aciremA
Air Conditioning & Heating

tsriF aciremA tsriF aciremA
gnitaeH & gninoitidnoC riA gnitaeH & gninoitidnoC riA

Residential • Commercial

!ereH si gnirpS
It’s the perfect time for Preventative Maintenance!

remmoC • laitnediseR laic

863-453-4741 • www.americafirstac.com
2153 State Road 64 West • Avon Park, FL License #CAC 058656

tsriF aciremA tsriF aciremA

verP rof emit tcefrep eht s vitatne !ecnanetniaM e
Quality Service at a fair price!

We Service ALL Brands!
Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

!ereH si gnirpS
!ecnanetniaM e te
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The News-Sun (USPS – ISSN 

0163-3988) is published every 
Sunday, Wednesday & Friday. Peri-
odical postage paid at Sebring, FL 
and additional entry office(s). All 
material contained herein is the 
property of the News-Sun, which 
is an affiliate of Sun Newspapers. 
Reproduction in whole or in part is 
forbidden without the written per-
mission of the publisher. All ma-
terial submitted for publication 
becomes the property of the news-
paper and may be edited for clar-
ity and space, as well as reprinted, 
published and used in all media. 
Postmaster: Send address change 
to: News-Sun, 2227 U.S. 27 S., 
Sebring, FL 33870.

Commitment to aCCuraCy
The News-Sun promptly cor-

rects errors of fact appearing in 
its news stories. If you believe we 
have made an error, call the news-
room at (863) 385-6155, ext. 
516. If you have a question or 
comment about coverage, write to 
Scott Dressel, editor, 2227 U.S. 
27 South, Sebring, FL 33870; 
email editor@newssun.com.; or 
call (863) 385-6155.

offiCe 
Location: 2227 U.S. 27 South, 

Sebring, FL 33870
Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Mon-

day-Friday
Phone: (863) 385-6155
Main Fax: (863) 385-1954
Newsroom Fax: 385-2453

SubSCription rateS
Home

  12 mos. Tax Total
 $72.22 $5.06 $77.28

In Florida mail
 12 mos. Tax Total  
 $107.24 $7.51 $114.75

Out of Florida mail
 12 mos. Tax Total  
 $122.41 $8.57 $130.98

Your newspaper is delivered by 
an independent contractor. If you 
do not receive your home deliv-
ered newspaper by 6 a.m. on any 
publication date, please phone 
the circulation department before 
10 a.m. on Wednesday and Fri-
day, and before 11 a.m. Sunday. 
A replacement copy will be deliv-
ered to you. Subscribers who no-
tify us after said times will be is-
sued an account credit. Deadlines 
for subscription changes are noon 
Tuesday for the Wednesday edi-
tion, noon Thursday for the Friday 
edition and noon Friday for the 
Sunday edition. Changes received 
after the times stated will be pro-
cessed on the following publica-
tion date.

obituarieS anD                    
announCementS

Email all obituaries and death 
notices to obits@newssun.com

Email all other announcements 
to editor@newssun.com

plaCe a ClaSSifieD aD
From 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. M-F
(863) 385-6155, ext. 505 or 

(863) 314-9876

retail aDvertiSing
Mitch Collins
386-5626

mitch.collins@newssun.com

Vickie Watson
386-5631

vickie.watson@newssun.com

Terri Lee
386-5628

terri.lee@newssun.com

legal aDvertiSing
Janet Emerson

385-6155, ext. 596
legals@newssun.com

newSroom  
Call 385-6155

Scott Dressel, Editor, ext. 516 
or scott.dressel@newssun.com

Phil Attinger, Staff Writer, ext. 
541 or phil.attinger@newssun.com

Dan Hoehne, Sports Editor, 
ext. 528 or daniel.hoehne@news-
sun.com

Katara Simmons, Photographer, 
ext. 538 or katara.simmons@
newssun.com.

RomonA WAshington
Publisher and Executive Editor

romona.washington@newssun.com
385-6155, ext. 515

News-suN
Highlands County’s Hometown 

Newspaper Since 1927

Lottery

lotto
Wednesday, May 28

13-14-18-26-37-45 X-2
Next Jackpot: $4 million

powerball
Wednesday, May 28

2-24-28-32-59 PB-25 X-3
Next Jackpot: $173 million

mega money
Tuesday, May 27
1-26-38-44 PB-2

Next Jackpot: $1.1 million

mega millionS

Tuesday, May 27

1-6-10-46-58  PB-13  X-2
Next Jackpot: $26 million 

CaSh 3 
Monday, May 26

Day: 4-3-3    Night: 0-6-0
Tuesday, May 27

Day: 9-5-0  Night: 4-5-2
Wednesday, May 28

Day: 2-9-6   Night: 5-3-1 

play 4
Monday, May 26

Day: 9-6-7-6   Night: 9-4-3-9
Tuesday, May 27

Day: 6-3-4-4  Night: 8-5-9-8
Wednesday, May 28

Day: 3-5-4-7   Night: 7-4-3-0 

fantaSy 5 
Monday, May 26

2-6-10-25-35
Tuesday, May 27

4-9-16-18-33
Wednesday, May 28

14-17-26-29-33 

By PHIL AttINGer
Staff Writer

SEBRING — Din-
ers and shoppers on 
Sunday may have no-
ticed people in Sebring 
dressed for church, but 
without shoes.

One woman asked 
a group she saw at 
Walmart about it, and 
when they told her 
the story, she bought a 
bunch of shoes to give 
away.

The shoes will trav-
el this summer to the 
feet of orphaned and 
underprivileged chil-
dren in the Dominican 
Republic with Sarah-
Beth Rogers, 17, who 
graduates from the Se-
bring High School In-
ternational Baccalaure-
ate program this year. 
Rogers, who has taken 
two mission trips with 
Homeless and Orphans 
Outreach Inc. in Lake 
Placid, plans to take 
another trip on June 30.

She said 100 of the 
shoes will go with her. 
The rest will be shipped 
in September to the 
mission’s orphanag-
es and schools with 60 
children in San Cris-
tobal and a communi-
ty feeding center in San 
Pedro de Macorís that 
feeds 150 children each 
day.

It may take a big box. 
She collected 500-600 
pairs in three services 
at Grace Bible Church 
in Sebring, directly off 
the church-goers’ feet.

“The response from 

the congregation was 
amazing,” Rogers said. 
“The majority of them 
left the shoes they were 
wearing.”

Rogers had ap-
proached Dustin 
Woods, lead pastor, 
about putting a collec-
tion box at the church, 
but he invited her to 
talk to the congregation 
at the Saturday night 
and Sunday morning 
services.

“I felt this was some-
thing that God want-
ed to challenge Grace 
Bible (Church) to do,” 
Woods said.

He had met Rog-
ers once before, while 
judging candidates 
for the 2014 Sebring 
Chamber of Commerce 
Outstanding Student of 
the Year — which she 
won. He was impressed 
with her passion then, 
he said.

Rogers said she even 
had 50 pairs of shoes 
waiting at the door of 
the church on Sun-
day morning, after they 
had already collected 
shoes from the Satur-
day service. Two hours 
after the services, peo-
ple were still bringing 
shoes to the church, 
she said — enough to 
fill the bed of a full-size 

pickup truck bed.
Woods said photo-

graphs from Rogers’ 
Facebook posts start-
ed trending and at least 
one person from Cali-
fornia bought shoes to 
send to the mission.

This Sunday, she 
hopes to talk to her 
home church — Unit-
ed Methodist Church 
in Lake Placid — about 
funding the cargo con-
tainer to help her send 
the shoes to the chil-
dren.

When asked if Sun-
day shoes would be 
practical for orphans in 
the Dominican Repub-
lic, Rogers said she has 
never had problems 
finding children who 
can wear the shoes she 
receives and expects 
these shoes will find 
new feet, too.

“”There will always 
be children who can 
wear them,” Rogers 
said. “They wear bro-
ken shoes that they 
mend themselves.”

She said shoes are of-
ten a forgotten need, 
ranked behind food 
and clothing, but it’s a 

need nonetheless.
“(I knew) God had a 

mission for these shoes 
and he would fulfill it,” 
Rogers said.

This third trip is also 
a bit of a triumph for 
Rogers, who before age 
16 couldn’t travel any-
where. She said she has 
hereditary spherocyto-
sis, a genetic red blood 
cell disorder character-
ized by anemia, jaun-
dice and enlargement 
of the spleen.

Rogers said her 
spleen quit working, so 
she had to have it re-
moved. 

he now takes penicil-
lin each day, but that 
has made her immune 
system strong enough 
to travel, especially on 
mission trips.

“I want to do ev-
erything. I want to go 
more places,” Rogers 
said.

Got Shoes?
‘God’s children’ give theirs 

up to help student’s mission

provided to news-Sun

Members of Grace Bible Church in Sebring count the many dozens of shoes donated during the 
Memorial Day weekend church services to a local outreach to take shoes to orphans in the Do-
minican Republic. SarahBeth Rogers, 17, who organized the effort, said the three services col-
lected 500-600 shoes.

provided to news-Sun

SarahBeth Rogers, 17, of Lake 
Placid pauses while packing up 
a few dozen of the hundreds of 
shoes collected over Memori-
al Day weekend for orphans in 
the Dominican Republic. When 
she asked to put a collection 
box at Grace Bible Church in 
Sebring, Lead Pastor Dustin 
Woods instead had her make a 
plea directly to parrishioners. 

Rogers big 
winner of 
Alan Jay 
scholarship

A4

By CHrIStoPHer tUFFLey
News-Sun Correspondent

SEBRING — Jacob 
Landis, 24, rode down 
U.S. 27 through High-
lands County Wednes-
day on his way to Mi-
ami and Marlin Park. 
He was finishing a re-
markable bicycle odys-
sey he began in 2013.

Landis began to lose 
his hearing at the age 
of age of 2. To this day, 
doctors have no idea 
what went wrong.

By kindergarten, he 
was fitted for a hearing 
aid, his father Randy 
Landis said. By fourth 
grade, the aids no lon-
ger helped his helped 
his son. Things came 
to a head one evening, 
Randy Landis add-
ed “when Jacob burst 
into tears when he saw 
his sister and brother 
running to answer the 
phone and realized he 
could no longer hear it 
ring.”

In 1999, when he 
was 10 years old, Lan-
dis’ parents managed 
to provide him with a 
cochlear implant — 
which typically cost 
between $70,000 and 
$100,000. It took sacri-
fice from his parents, 
Landis said, something 
he keeps in mind.

Fourteen years later, 

Landis decided to take 
a long bike ride to raise 
money so other indi-
viduals with hearing 
loss, but without the fi-
nancial means to get 
cochlear implants. His 
goal is to raise enough 
money to pay for 100 
cochlear implants.

So, in 2013 he mount-
ed his bike and set off 
on an odyssey to raise 
money. A lover of base-
ball, Landis organized 
his bike ride by visiting 
the country’s 30 ma-
jor league ball parks. 
For six months, he rode 
from state to state with 
his cousin alongside in 
a chase van.

He had successful-
ly visited 29 ball parks, 
and was on his last lap 
to Miami and Mar-
lin Park, when he was 
clipped by a semi — 
whose driver nev-
er stopped — on U.S. 
27 near Frostproof af-
ter bicycling more than 
10,000 miles. Landis 
sustained a concussion, 
broken nose and cheek 
as well as severe road 
rash. While the injuries 
were not life threaten-
ing, he was unable to 
finish his ride.

Which is why he was 
out on U.S. 27 Wednes-
day afternoon one year 
later — with a sheriff’s 
office escort and his fa-

ther driving alongside 
— determined to ac-
complish his mission.

While he sat in the 
shade by Lake Jose-
phine Drive drinking 
Gatorade catching his 
breath — having ridden 
over from Tampa that 
morning headed for 
Clewiston that night — 
his dad took pleasure in 
bragging on him.

“He’s changed lives,” 
Randy Landis said. 
“He’s shown that even 
if you are hearing im-
paired you don’t have 
to feel limited. You 
should go for your 
dreams.”

For more about Jacob 
Landis, cochlear im-
plants or to make a do-
nation go to www.Ja-
cobsRide.com.

Jacob’s ride continues

Christopher tuffley/news-Sun

Jacob Landis takes a break 
while riding through Highlands 
County on Wednesday.

The news 
is just a

click away!
www.newssun.com
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USHER FURNITURE

EACH ITEM WILL BE PLAINLY MARKED AT
DEEP DISCOUNTS FOR YOUR QUICK

AND EASY SELECTION!
PLUS...SPECIAL CREDIT TERMS ARE DESIGNED
TO CLEAR IT ALL OUT FAST! DON’T MISS OUT!

SELLOUT PRICES ON...
MAGNIFICENT LAMP SELECTION

. TABLE LAMPS . FLOOR LAMPS . MORE!

SELLOUT PRICES ON...
DINING ROOM FURNITURE!
ALL STYLES . A NICE SELECTION

BRAND
NAMES
YOU
KNOW
AND
TRUST

QUALITY HOME
FURNISHINGS AT
INCREDIBLE
SAVINGS!

LIVING ROOM
DINING ROOM

CHAIRS, ROCKERS
RECLINERS, TABLES

DINETTES,
ACCESSORIES,
MATTRESS SETS,
LAMPS, BUNK BEDS,

CHESTS,
ODDS N ENDS,

MISMATCH ITEMS,
ENTERTAINMENT
CENTERS AND

MORE!

O.A.C. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

NOTICE TO BUYERS!
ALL ITEMS SOLD ON A FIRST COME FIRST
SERVE BASIS...SO GET THERE EARLY

FOR BEST SELECTION.

SELLOUT PRICES ON...
CHAIRS! ROCKERS! LOVESEATS!

. INCREDIBLE SELECTION AT SELLOUT PRICES

CASH REALLY TALKS!
BRING YOUR VISA, MASTERCARD,
AMERICAN EXPRESS OR DISCOVER.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

USHER FURNITURE
OUR BUILDING HAS BEEN ORDERED SOLD!
After many years Mrs. Usher is RETIRING.
Our entire stock of showroom & warehouse
inventory must be sold and removed from the
building immediately. Hundreds of thousands
of dollars worth of furniture and bedding will
be offered to the public at prices far below
what you would expect to pay. This is a once
in a lifetime chance to purchase Name brand
furnishings at sacrifice prices. Please be
patient the crowds will be large. Thanks for
many great years. This liquidation is open to
the public and dealers. Prices have been
slashed! Everything is priced to sell on sight!
Cost has been completely forgotten. Be at
the doors when they open as everything is
sold on a first come first serve basis.
Convenient terms available with little or no
money down or use your Mastercard, Visa,
American Express or Discover.

THURSDAY 10AM - 6 PM

TOTAL
SELL OUT!
SAVE UP TO

75%
RETIREMENT

RELINQUISHMENT
SALE GOING
ON NOW!

DON’T MISS IT!

THIS PAGE IS NOT ENOUGH
SPACE TO LIST THE ENTIRE
SELECTION AT SELLOUT

PRICES! YOU MUST COME IN
AND SEE FOR YOURSELF!

SELLOUT PRICES ON...
LIVINGROOM FURNITURE!. SOFAS . SECTIONALS . SLEEPERS . ODDS N’

ENDS . LEATHER . 3, 4, 5, & 8 PIECE GROUPS
MATTRESSES . SOLID WOOD BUNK BEDS

ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS .
COCKTAILS & ENDS PLUS MUCH MUCH MORE!

!

RULES OF
LIQUIDATION
All advertised items subject to prior sale!
All sold as is and all sales final!
Extra charge for delivery!
All sold on a first come basis!
No phone orders - no prior sales!
Merchandise must be removed immediately!

ALL MUST GO!
TOTAL LIQUIDATION

THE DECISION HAS BEEN MADE...
SELL OUT PRICES ON...

MATTRESS SETS IN EVERY SIZE!
. TWIN . FULL . QUEEN . KING

BRING YOUR TRUCKS
& TRAILERS

DELIVERY WILL BE AVAILABLE
FOR ADDITIONAL COST

THOUSANDS OF SQUARE FEET
OF SHOWROOM SPACE TO CHOOSE
FROM DURING THIS HUGE

RETIREMENT RELINQUISHMENT
EVENT AT USHER FURNITURE

IN SEBRING, FL.

$ THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS $
IN QUALITY HOME FURNISHINGS
WILL BE LIQUIDATED ON THE

SPOT! ALL REASONABLE OFFERS
CONSIDERED!

6300 US HWY 27 N, SEBRING, FL

©2014 Wahlquist MGMT Corp., Little Rock, AR

TAKES

RULES OF
LIQUIDATION

All advertised items subject to prior sale!
All sold as is and all sales final!

Extra charge for delivery!
All sold on a first come basis!

No phone orders - no prior sales!
Merchandise must be removed immediately!

863-382-2423
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By BARRy FOSTER
News-Sun Correspondent

SEBRING — Many 
Highlands County high 
school seniors that 
have scored A’s over 
the past year will be 
watching during grad-
uation ceremonies this 
weekend as the Alan 
Jay Automotive Net-
work again will be giv-
ing out cars in its an-
nual Wheels for A’s 
program.

At the close of cere-
monies Saturday, the 
local auto dealership 
will have given out just 
short of 60 vehicles 
to students who have 
scored top marks. In 
addition to Avon Park, 
Lake Placid and Se-
bring, cars also have 
been given to seniors 
in Wauchulla and in 
Clewiston, where Alan 
Jay maintains dealer-
ships.

On Thursday, The 
Alan Jay Automotive 
Network agian teamed 
up with the Greater 
Sebring Chamber of 
Commerce to give out 
$6,000 in scholarships 
to a trio of Sebring 
High School students.

Walking away with 
top honors and a 

$3,000 scholarship was 
SaraBeth Rogers. With 
a weighted grade point 
average of 5.37, she 
has done a number 
of local projects, in-
cluding missions work 
for people in the Do-
minican Republic and 
work for the Mason G. 
Smoak Foundation.

Rogers is a member 
of the Christian Blue 
Streaks and an Inter-
national Baccalaure-
ate diploma candidate, 
among other accom-
plishments. She plans 
to attend Wake Forest 
University.

Receiving a $2,000 
scholarship was Jar-
ed Lang. He was top 
scholar in his class 
with a weighted grade 
point average of 5.9. 
Lang has been accept-
ed at the United States 
Naval Academy, the 
University of Florida 
and Harvard Universi-
ty. He plans to attend 
Harvard.

Senior Angie Pati-
no picked up $1,000 
in scholarship mon-
ey. Born in Bogata, Co-
lumbia, she emigrated 
to the United States as 
a child. Her plans are 
to attend the Univer-
sity of Florida with an 

eye toward being a vet-
erinarian. A member 
of the FFA, Patino said 
one of her goals would 
be to fight world hun-
ger through agricul-
ture.

The three were se-
lected from a short list 
of eight finalists. All of 
the students received 
“swag bags” contain-
ing an array of food 

and retail discount 
cards, movie tickets 
and a voucher good for 
$250 in gasoline pur-
chases.

Over the course of 
the past 21 years, the 
scholarship fund has 
given out more than 
$250,000 to students. 
Alan Wildstein, who 
formulated the pro-
gram with former 

Greater Sebring Cham-
ber of Commerce Ex-
ecutive Director Mike 
Lee over two decades 
ago, said he wanted to 
raise enough money to 
make an endowment 
fund.

Attendees at Thurs-
day’s luncheon 
pledged more than 
$4,800, which was 
matched by the Alan 

Jay Automotive Net-
work.

The Alan Jay Wheels 
for A’s program has giv-
en out 54 cars since its 
inception with a vehi-
cle price tag in excess 
of $600,000. The first of 
this year’s cars will be 
given out this evening 
at the Avon Park Senior 
High School gradua-
tion ceremonies.

Alan Jay Network hands out scholarships

Barry Foster/News-Sun

Angie Patino, Jared Lang and SaraBeth Rogers hold their checks after receiving scholarships at the Alan Jay Automotive Network/
Greater Sebring Chamber of Commerce awards banquet held Thursday at the Island View Restaurant at Sun ‘N Lake. In all, $6,000 
in scholarship money was awarded.

The news is just a click away!
www.newssun.com

NEWS-SUN

By KIRSTEN 
SCARBOROUGH
News-Sun Intern

SEBRING — The 
Paul J. Gustat Band 
Fund will begin aiding 
students for the 2014-
2015 academic school 
year in the Sebring 
school system.

This scholarship 
fund is available on a 
need basis, to provide 
musically-inclined stu-
dents with support for 
the pay-to-play costs 
in Highlands County 
schools.

The PJGBF was 
founded due to the 
loss of Paul J. Gustat, 
Sebring High School’s 
former band director 
of thirty-six years, who 
passed in late 2013. It 
was Paul’s father, Peter 
J. “Prof” Gustat, who 
founded the Sebring 
band program in 1927, 
and Paul Gustat fol-
lowed in his footsteps.

It is this family leg-
acy that the PJGBF 
wishes to memorialize.

This fund will be-
come part of the SHS 
band’s ongoing fund-

raising activities, but it 
is not necessary to wait 
for a SHS band fund-
raising event to make a 
donation to the fund.

As for fundraising 
progress, so far a total 
of $2,250 has been do-
nated.

The fund has been 
provided with a com-
mitment of $10,000 
over an eight-year time 
period from an ex-
tended member of the 
Gustat family, Stephen 
and Tammy James of 
Atlanta.

An additional dona-
tion has been made by 
Paul’s Widow, Merrilou 
K. “Skee” Gustat, of-
fering $1,000 to begin 
the community-wide 
fundraising campaign. 
The Jameses offered a 
matching amount of 
$1,000 once Mrs. Gus-
tat’s pledge was made.

The PJGBF has out-
lined a set of operating 
guidelines and pay-to-
play costs as well.

The operating guide-
lines for donations to 
this fund are to spend 
up to one-half of the 
annual donations on 

Sebring communi-
ty students, saving the 
other half to build an 
endowment base.

It is hoped that at 
some future time, the 
base of these funds 
can provide ample div-
idends which will fur-
ther aid in the amount 
of available scholar-
ships.

Currently, the pay-
to-play cost per stu-
dent is between $200-
$260 per year, the 
higher cost being 
when a student leases 
an instrument through 
the band program, 
rather than through a 
private sector music 
store.

Once the fund’s capi-
tal base has increased, 
there is a plan in place 
to expand to the Avon 
Park and Lake Plac-
id school programs as 
well.

Any donations made 
to The Paul J. Gustat 
Band Fund are tax-de-
ductible and should be 
directed to the fund’s 
fiduciary, Mr. Robert 
Perry, 426 School St., 
Sebring, 33870.

Paul J. Gustat Band 
Fund hoping donations 

come marching in

Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH 
— An 18-month-old 
West Palm Beach boy 
has died after being 
shot.

The Palm Beach 
County Sheriff’s Office 

said Izarion Colin died 
at St. Mary’s Medical 
Center on Thursday.

The boy was shot 
during an altercation 
Wednesday. 

The sheriff’s office 
said the boy and an-
other child were in a 

vehicle with two adults 
when an unknown 
man entered and drew 
a gun. When one of 
the adults in the car 
pushed the gun away, 
authorities say it dis-
charged and struck the 
boy in the torso.

Toddler dies after shooting in WP  Beach
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A leopard sneaks up silently on its prey...
So does skin cancer.

The leopard cannot change its spots
You CAN...don 't be the prey.

The life you save could be your own.
Run to American Institute of Dermatology, P.A.

863-386-0786
Get your spots checked today.

`' yiabe - " Dr. Darrin A. Rotman
Julie L. lellimo , PA. -C.

Jennifer A. Wolf , RA. -C.

B̀e Sk;2r ,  Mohs
Surgery ASMSSmaf °t  Fellow

American Institilce
ofDamatobgy

3109 Medical Way - Sebring, FL 33870
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When it comes to Florida’s prop-
erty insurance rates, what a 
difference a little pressure from 

the state’s chief financial officer can 
make.

In 2013, most of Florida’s proper-
ty insurers, as usual, filed for rate in-
creases — despite eight straight years 
without a hurricane and sharp reduc-
tions in insurers’ costs.

And why not? The state Office of In-
surance Regulation had approved 
more than 100 rate increase requests 
each year since 2009 — many of them 
in double digits.

As a result, Florida’s average prop-
erty insurance premium — $1,933, 
based on 2011 figures — became the 
highest in the nation, and double the 
national average, according to the Na-
tional Association of Insurance Com-
missioners.

Then, late last year, Florida CFO Jeff 
Atwater, who oversees insurance reg-
ulation, directed Insurance Commis-
sioner Kevin McCarty to compile a 
report detailing how much property 
insurers had saved in 2013 and why 
consumers had not benefited.

After all, besides avoiding hurri-
cane-damage payments since 2005, 
Florida insurers had saved hundreds 
of millions when the cost of reinsur-
ance — the policies they buy to back 
up their claims — fell by 20 percent or 
more.

The 10 largest Florida-based prop-
erty insurance companies had made 
“$283 million in net underwriting 
profits through the third quarter of 
2013,” the Sarasota Herald-Tribune 
reported.

And most of the property insurers 
were looking for more.

But, after Atwater asked for the re-
port, things began to change.

McCarty reported in January that 
“a half-dozen of the state’s 30 major 
property insurers have a recently ap-
proved or pending request for a rate 
cut between 2.4 percent and 9.2 per-
cent,” the Tampa Bay Times reported.

Some companies that initial-
ly sought increases even have back-
tracked.

The single-digit reductions so far 
are dwarfed by the increases Flori-
da insurers reaped for several years. 
Last year alone, homeowner insur-
ance rates across the state rose 11 per-
cent, according to insurance consul-
tants Perr & Knight. Still, the rate cuts 
that McCarty reported are a start and, 
thankfully, just a start, Atwater indi-
cated in a recent statement.

There’s no doubt that Florida homes 
and businesses face special risks, in-
cluding the threat of hurricanes and 
tornadoes, rising sea levels and even 
the increased frequency of sinkholes.

But when nature spares Florida 
from the onslaught of hurricanes for 
an eight-year period — and insurers 
benefit from reduced costs as a result 
— property insurance rates should re-
flect that good fortune.

Thanks to Atwater’s pressure, the 
tide has begun to turn in favor of 
homeowners.

An editorial from The Gainesville Sun.

Turning the tide 
on insurance rates

Stop further erosion now
First it was the Fast and Furi-

ous gun smuggling incident, then 
the IRS investigating the returns of 
Tea Party people, the Benghazi di-
saster and now the VA scandal, all 
of which that community orga-
nizer in the White House claims 
no knowledge of and his Attorney 
General refuses to prosecute any-
one involved.

Obama apparently only hears of 
these problems after the fact, usu-
ally while he is out making yet an-
other campaign speech at a do-
nor’s dinner somewhere…

The head of the VA, General Eric 
Shinseki, has commented that 26 
VA facilities are under investiga-
tion for various problems and oth-
ers for falsifying records. This is all 
due to the fact of the overwhelm-
ing number of veterans and un-
derwhelming number of people to 
handle the cases.

Senator John McCain and Repre-
sentative Nancy Pelosi have both 
said the VA should allow veter-
ans to go to private hospitals and 
local medical facilities to lessen 
the workload on the VA hospitals. 
I agree, the only difference in VA 
and private medical care is the VA 
people are government employ-
ees, which in turn allows the fed-
eral government absolute control, 
which of course is the whole pur-
pose of this administration…

The most “transparent adminis-
tration,” as promised back in 2008, 
has become the most deceptive 
and closed administration in re-
cent memory. Read Bob Gates re-
cent book, “Duty ... Memories of a 
Defense Secretary,” and get a look 
at how the Oval office views the 
world.

The 2014 elections are an abso-
lute reason to change the makeup 
in the U.S. Senate if we are to stop 
the further erosion of our Consti-
tution and further sliding into So-
cialism.

How is your day going so far?

hal GraVes
Sebring

Many gather for flag wave

Friday, May 23 the Highland Tea 
Party held a Memorial Day week-
end flag wave on U.S 27 in front of 
Boom Booms Guns and Ammo, in 
remembrance of our fallen men 
and women who gave their all for 
the freedoms that we so enjoy to-
day in America.

We had 15 hardy souls, including 
veterans, who participated.

I want to extend a heartfelt ap-
preciation to Brian Rohrabaugh, 
sales consultant for Alan Jay Nis-
san. Brian walked over to our 
grouped across 27 with his arms 
filled with bottles of cold water. 
His first words to me were “Thank 
you for your service”, then he said 
“Thanks for our patriotism”. I want 
to say thanks from The Highlands 
Tea Party to Brian, and the mem-
ber of Alan Jay Nissan for their 
hospitality. The water was wel-
come in the 90-degree heat.

I also want to extend a big thanks 
to Boom Booms Guns and Ammo 
for sponsoring the event.

A veteran showed up to wave a 
flag, who had open heart surgery a 
week ago. What a veteran! Thanks 
Terry for your service/patriotism.

We were honored by young man 
currently serving. He drove by and 
said to himself, “I have to be in-
volved”. He came and took a flag in 
hand.

I want to thanks to all of the driv-
ers who honked, gave us waves 
and high signs. I am disappoint-
ed in the number of people who 
showed total indifference to the 
flag of our country, by turning 
away or giving us offensive ges-
tures. Very sad!

John nelson
Chairman, The Highlands Tea Party

A commencement 
speaker at Point 
Park University here 
in Pittsburgh urged 
graduates to brush 
their teeth. Wheth-
er she was grasping 
at a clever metaphor 
for handling life af-
ter college or she ac-
tually felt that a di-
ploma along with 
good dental hy-
giene were keys to happiness, I 
couldn’t tell. Commencement 
speeches come in many flavors.

I’ll be attending three col-
lege graduation ceremonies 
this month and I imagine that 
besides tooth brushing I’ll also 
hear about rising to one’s full 
potential, reaching for the stars, 
and not being discouraged by 
failure. 

Solid advice, indeed. But to 
the Class of 2014 I also offer 
this:

 ■ Read a newspaper. Also, 
watch C-SPAN periodical-
ly, become a fan of “60 Min-
utes,” and try listening to 
NPR. The more college stu-
dents I speak with, the more 
alarmed I become about the 
general disregard for current 
events. I don’t mean what’s 
trending on the Internet or 
what’s hot in Hollywood, I 
mean real news. If you tru-
ly hope to get ahead, keep 
up with the information you 
ought to know – not just the 
material you want to know.
 ■ Limit mobile devices. At Point 
Park, administrators were 
compelled to warn students 
not to use cellphones while 
crossing the stage to receive 
their diplomas. They should 
have extended the ban to the 
seating areas, where thumbs 
tapped furiously throughout 
the speeches. Instant com-
munication has revolution-
ized our lives and your gener-
ation, but don’t let it become 
an obsession.
 ■ Go slowly. Sure, you want a 
good career, a lot of mon-
ey and a family of your own. 
But if those things don’t pres-
ent themselves immediate-
ly, then get a paid internship, 
work for a non-profit, or be a 
volunteer if you can afford to. 
Do the things that many of us 
wish we had done after col-
lege, and then found too diffi-
cult to arrange once our lives 
became more complicated.
 ■ Call home. After college I 
went for almost a decade in 
a self-absorbed world of my 
own. I felt I didn’t need help 
with life, and I took that to 
mean I could drift away from 

my family. Big mis-
take. The time is 
precious and if you 
squander it now, 
chances are you’ll 
regret it later. Being 
independent doesn’t 
mean cutting fam-
ily ties.

 ■ Vote. Now 
there’s an unusu-
al piece of advice 
for college grads, 

but it’s troubling to learn how 
many people in their twen-
ties aren’t registered and don’t 
vote. Sometimes it’s because 
they are transplanted to new 
communities; or, it’s just a 
conviction that a single vote 
won’t mean anything. Voting 
is not only your civic respon-
sibility, it actually makes you 
feel good when you do it.
 ■ Smile once each day. We 
live in an age when the let-
ters LOL are typed routine-
ly by people sitting at key-
boards without even cracking 
a smile. Laughing out loud – 
or at least smiling – isn’t just 
a mental exercise, it’s a fa-
cial exercise; in fact, it’s a full-
body workout. And try doing 
it once in a while when you’re 
alone. Andy Rooney was right 
when he said, “If you smile 
when no one’s around, it 
proves you really mean it.”
 ■ Go somewhere. As soon as 
you can manage it, get out 
of the country and see what 
the rest of the world is about. 
Broadening the horizons of 
your mind is enhanced by ex-
panding the horizons of your 
travels.
 ■ Get over yourself. At gradu-
ation they pump you up be-
cause you’ve earned it. Now, 
get real. The diploma counts 
for a lot, but it doesn’t mean 
you know it all — or even 
a small part of it. View the 
next phase of life as an even 
greater learning experience 
than the one you just went 
through. In fact, if you really 
want to help your own cause, 
sign up now for that literature 
class you were afraid to take 
last year because it might 
have hurt your GPA.
Plus, I suppose, you should 

brush after meals and floss reg-
ularly. If nothing else it will cut 
the dental bills, once your par-
ents are no longer paying them. 
Good luck!

Peter Funt is a writer and speak-

er. His book, “Cautiously Optimistic,” 

is available at Amazon.com and Can-

didCamera.com. Guest columns are 

the opinion of the writer, not neces-

sarily those of the News-Sun staff

Some advice for this 
year’s graduates

Guest column

Peter Funt
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Carol Palsgrove
Carol S. Palsgrove of 

Avon Park was born July 
2, 1936 at Rockville Cen-
ter, Long Island, New York. 
She and her hus-
band, John E Pals-
grove, DDS moved to 
Avon Park in 1962. 
She worked for many 
years as office man-
ager for her hus-
band’s dental prac-
tice. April 12, 2014, 
she died in the emer-
gency room of Erlanger 
Hospital, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee.

She is survived by her 
husband, John; son and 

daughter-in-law, Michael 
and Patty Palsgrove of 
Avon Park; her daughter, 
Diane Loweke of Tampa; 
her sister and brother-in-

law, Judy and Jim 
Leeper of Cotton-
wood, Arizona; three 
grandchildren and 
one great-grandson.

A memorial service 
will be Saturday, June 
7, at 4 p.m. in the 
Avon Park Seventh-

day Adventist Church. 
No flowers please. Memo-
rial gifts may be made to 
Wildwood Lifestyle Center, 
435 Lifestyle Lane, Wild-
wood, GA 30757-4174.

Palsgrove

Obituaries

Classified Ads • 385-6155 
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neighborhoods.
This year’s hurricane sea-

son begins Sunday. To help 
get people prepared, High-
lands County Emergency 
Management officials will 
present a hurricane semi-
nar at the Bert J. Harris Jr. 
Agricultural Civic Center 
this Saturday beginning at 
10 a.m.

Among other things, the 
meaning and different lev-
els of warnings will be ex-
plained, information will be 
distributed on where emer-
gency shelters are locat-

ed and where water and ice 
might be available as well as 
instructions on building and 
maintaining hurricane sup-
ply kits and where to find 
emergency information.

“We will have pamphlets 
and some handouts,” said 
Highlands County Public In-
formation Officer Gloria Ry-
binski. “We usually have a 
few speakers to present in-
formation. It usually lasts 
about an hour and half.”

Florida emergency officials 
are especially urging elderly 
citizens to take precautions 
to ensure they are prepared. 
They say people with mobil-
ity issues or health problems 
should register with local 

emergency officials for extra 
help in a major storm.

The Florida Department of 
Elder Affairs is urging people 
to prepare evacuation kits 
with a supply of their reg-
ular prescription medica-
tions, water, flashlights, non-
perishable foods and other 
items they might need if they 
get stuck on the road while 
evacuating.

Officials also say it is im-
portant for people to know 
where they will go if a storm 
approaches and to leave well 
ahead of the storm.

On Sunday, the state will 
begin a nine-day tax-free 
holiday on hurricane readi-
ness supplies to help in the 

effort. It will cover hurricane 
supplies such as flashlights, 
batteries, weather radios and 
other basic items.

It was the hurricane sea-
sons of 2004 and 2005 that 
prompted state officials to 
start offering the tax-free 
holidays. The sales tax holi-
day is expected to save Flor-
ida families $3.7 million as 
they prepare for the upcom-
ing hurricane season.

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
predicts between eight and 
13 named storms this sea-
son, which lasts until Nov. 
30. Three to six could be-
come hurricanes with one or 
two major storms.
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for the upcoming 
cycle as well as oth-
er exciting things 
that are happening 
in our office,” Ogg 
said.

Among other 
things will be the 
possible splitting of 
the county’s largest 
polling place — Pre-
cinct 15. That de-
cision apparent-
ly was driven by the 
fact the Restora-
tion Center located 
at the intersection 
of State Road 66 and 
Sparta Road is in 
foreclosure.

There had been 
indications as far 
back as 2012 that 
the facility might 
not be able to be 
used, but Ogg said 
they had held off 
the decision, hoping 
the property might 
have been sold. 
However, with elec-
tion dates looming 
on the horizon, Ogg 
said she felt that 
new provisions now 
needed to be made.

Preliminary plans 
reportedly call for 
the precinct to be 
split. Some of the 
voters would be 
sent to Lake Jo-
sephine Baptist 
Church with the rest 
to cast their ballots 
at the Bible Fellow-
ship Church.

Also, Precinct 21, 
which now is locat-
ed at South Florida 
State College, may 
go away altogeth-
er. That reportedly 
is a result of annex-
ations by the city of 
Avon Park. Ogg said 
it now has reached 
the point where 
it does not make 
sense financially 
to maintain a pres-
ence at the school, 
as there now may 
not be enough vot-
ers there to support 
a polling place.

Both of those 
changes are sched-
uled to be brought 
to Highlands Coun-
ty commissioners at 
their meeting this 
coming Tuesday.

election 
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News-sun file

Hurricane Francis made a slow-motion trek across the state in September of 2004, leaving behind plenty of damage.

TOM KRISHER
AP Auto Writer

DETROIT — General 
Motors recalled a small 
number of Pontiac G6 
midsize cars to fix a 
faulty brake light sys-
tem in 2009, yet wait-
ed more than five years 
to call back over 2 mil-
lion other cars with the 
same system, accord-
ing to company docu-
ments filed with feder-
al safety regulators.

The documents, filed 
Thursday, show that 
GM recalled about 
8,000 Pontiacs from 
the 2005 and 2006 
model years because 
the brake lights might 
not work when the 
driver stepped on the 

brake pedal. But the 
company didn’t recall 
later-model G6s or the 
Chevrolet Malibu and 
Saturn Aura until three 
weeks ago. The cars are 
nearly identical.

GM says the prob-
lem has caused 13 ac-
cidents and 2 injuries. 
GM thought the ad-
dition of a lubricant 
would fix the prob-
lem in newer cars, but 
it proved insufficient. 
Dealers were made 
aware of the problem, 
but car owners weren’t 

told directly. As a re-
sult, a potential safety 
problem went uncor-
rected for years.

The company wait-
ed to recall the oth-
er cars until this year 
because the problem 
didn’t happen as fre-
quently as it did in 
the 2005 and 2006 G6 
models, spokesman 
Alan Adler said. “We 
were monitoring these 
vehicles and looking 
to see what was hap-
pening with them all 
along,” he said. “We 

made a decision that 
we thought was appro-
priate.”

In addition, the Na-
tional Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration 
didn’t pressure GM to 
recall the newer cars. It 
even closed an investi-
gation into the matter 
in 2009 after GM an-
nounced the initial G6 
recall.

The company says 
it has changed its cri-
teria for recalling cars. 
It now issues recalls 
based on the severi-

ty of a safety problem 
rather than the num-
ber of warranty claims 
or complaints, Adler 
said.

It’s another example 
of how GM previously 
resisted recalling cars 
and trucks to fix safety 
problems.

The company is fac-
ing investigations from 
Congress and the Jus-
tice Department over 
why it waited at least a 
decade to recall about 
2.6 million older small 
cars to fix an ignition 
switch problem. The 
company says that 
problem is linked to 
crashes that killed 13 
people, but trial law-
yers say the death toll 
is at least 60.

Documents show another delayed GM recall
Documents: GM recalled Pontiac 

midsize cars but left 2 nearly identical 
models on the road in 2009

TAMPA (AP)  — A Se-
attle man has plead-
ed guilty to charges re-
lated to sending letters 
to GOP donors ques-
tioning their citizen-
ship status and abil-
ity to vote in the 2012 
election.

James Webb Baker Jr. 
pleaded guilty in Tam-
pa federal court Thurs-
day to a count of vot-
er intimidation and a 
count of identification 
fraud.

Prosecutors say Bak-

er became angry after 
reading about efforts 
in Florida to purge vot-
er registration rolls of 
non-U.S. citizens. Bak-
er believed the purges 
were an effort to sup-
press voter turnout of 
naturalized citizens 
who were likely minor-
ities and more likely to 
vote Democratic.

Authorities say Bak-
er created letters that 
looked like they had 
come from county 
election officials.

Man pleads guilty 
to voter intimidation
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Maryland, in 2010. 
Married for 25 years 
and restless after the 
move, they began to 
think about what to do 
next.

Mary was aware of 
the need for foster par-
ents. The idea of open-
ing their home to chil-
dren in need had been 
“festering in the back 
of my mind,” she said. 
She contacted the 
Florida Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home in Lake-
land to get informa-
tion, but did nothing 
right away.

One day their 
church, Highlands 
Community Church, 
had a guest speaker. 
He was a missionary 
involved overseas, but 
reminded the congre-
gation one didn’t have 
to journey to distance 
places to do God’s 
work.

“I felt as if he was 
speaking direct-
ly to me,” Mary said. 
“I asked Gary if he 
thought the same 
thing, and he said yes.” 
When the couple ar-
rived home from the 
service there was an e-
mail follow-up from 
the Baptist Children’s 
Home.

“Okay God, I got-
cha,” Mary said, and 
she and Gary applied. 
They have been tak-
ing in children for go-
ing on three years now. 
Typically they have five 
at a time.

Most of their fos-

ter children have been 
five years or young-
er. They’ve come in 
all colors, shapes 
and sizes — a few ar-
riving with only the 
clothes on their backs. 
Some children stay for 
months, some only a 
few days.

The most difficult 
part of fostering, Gary 
said, is saying goodbye 
to the children when 
they go back to their 
families.

“That’s the heart 
problem,” said Mary. 
“When they come in 
they are my children. 
I rock them to sleep. I 
take them to the doc-
tor. It’s a big adjust-
ment for everyone 
when someone leaves, 
for the other kids and 
for us. But I’m just here 
to take care of the chil-
dren while their par-
ents can’t.”

“I’m 57 years old,” 
Gary said. “I’ve done 
more crying in the last 
three years than I did 
in the 54 years before. 
It’s hard to let go.” He 
smiled, “But the mem-
ories of these chil-
dren last a lifetime. I 
wouldn’t take $5 billion 
for them.”

There have been mo-
ments of challenge. 
For example, one very 
young boy insisted on 
pushing the beds and 

cribs around the floor. 
It got to be a prob-
lem. Gary said he wait-
ed until the boy was at 
daycare and screwed 
all the beds to the 
walls.

One 4-year-old had 
never used a fork. At 
their first meal togeth-
er, the child lowered 
his head to the plate 
and shoved the food 
into his mouth using 
his hands.

And while the couple 
started out using bunk 

beds, they stopped 
when one boy refused 
to use the ladder and 
kept jumping to the 
floor instead.

Ashley Vaughn is the 
Franklins’ case work-
er. “(Gary and Mary) 
take kids in with open 
arms, and create a sup-
port system,” she said. 
Then added that what 
makes them so un-
usual as foster parents 
is “the effort they put 
into building relation-
ships with the parents, 
to get them involved 
with their children.”

For opening their 
hearts and home, for 
helping parents and 
children get back to-
gether and for putting 
other people’s needs 
before their own, the 
News-Sun is privileged 

UNSUNG 
From page  a1

Katara Simmons/News-Sun

gary Franklin talks about a tandem bike they call ‘the limo,’ which he rides with some of the older foster kids. Franklin said they 
also attach a bicycle trailer to the ‘the limo’ for younger kids to enjoy. The garage is full of bikes and toys to help entertain kids liv-
ing at the foster home in Sebring.

associated press

CLERMONT — 
Deputies in central 
Florida are investigat-
ing a possible plot by 
a middle school stu-
dent to harm some of 
his teachers.

Officials said Thurs-
day that the student 
at East Ridge Middle 
School in the Orlando 
suburb of Clermont 
is undergoing a men-
tal health evaluation. 

No charges have been 
filed.

Deputies say the 
student brought a 
knife to school last 
week and had a black 
book detailing a plot 
to kill some of his 
teachers and then 
himself.

Deputies searched 
the student’s home 
but found no other 
weapons.

Officials say the stu-
dent had recently 
been suspended from 
school for 10 days and 
the school was look-
ing for an alternative 
placement for him.

Information from http://

www.wesh.com/index.html

Clermont police 
probe middle 
school plot

student had 
knife, written 
details of plot 

to hurt teachers 
and himself

associated press

TAMPA — A man and 
woman are in custody 
after an armed robbery 
and police chase that 
ended with two Hills-
borough County Sher-
iff’s deputies being hit 
by the suspects’ vehi-
cle.

Authorities say 
30-year-old Jovanny 
Pena is in stable con-
dition after deputies 
fired at him as he drove 
his Jeep Liberty toward 
them on Wednesday 

evening. His 30-year-
old accomplice Bry-
na McLaughlin was 
also taken to the hos-
pital after complaining 
of an unrelated medi-
cal issue. Both were ar-
rested.

According to depu-
ties, the pair robbed a 
Radio Shack, threaten-
ing a customer, store 
clerk and the manag-
er and general manag-
er. They took about 90 
cell phones and some 
$56,000. A 911 call 
alerted deputies.

2 deputies, suspect 
injured in Tampa

Unsung Hero award sponsored 
by the heroes at agero.
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the close of 2012-2013, 
assets exceeded liabili-
ties by a net $37.7 mil-
lion.

“Financially speak-
ing, the city is in excel-
lent shape,” City Man-
ager Julian Deleon 
said in an email to the 
News-Sun. “Our gen-
eral fund has a reserve 
balance of 41 per-
cent of the total gener-
al fund expenditures. 
Most organizations 
aim for 20 percent. 
Because expendi-
tures were minimized 
in 2013, we added 
$492,075 to the gener-
al fund, bringing total 
reserves to (more than 
$2.5 million).”

This was accom-
plished despite a de-
crease of almost 
$200,000 in property 
tax revenue due to low-
ering the millage rate 
from 5.9 mills in 2012 
to 3.6 mills in 2013.

Avon Park’s en-
terprise funds also 
showed growth. The 
water and sewer fund 
revenues increased by 
more than $885,000 to 
$2.8 million, and sol-
id waste revenues in-
creased more than 
$23,000. In all, excess 
revenue increased by 

more than $900,000 to 
more than $2.6 million.

The airport fund re-
mains a disappoint-
ment, however, con-
tinuing to operate at a 
loss. For years the air-
port revenues, which 
come from rental of fa-
cilities, have been up 
and down, typically in 
the red.

In fact, the auditors 
said, the 
airport 
fund owes 
the sani-
tation de-
partment 
more than 
$500,000 

from what can called 
an in-house loan. The 
city should either set 
up a repayment sched-
ule, the auditors said, 
or forgive the debt and 
take it off the books. 
That is a decision the 
city council will have 
to make.

“Last year we did not 
complete our audit in 
a timely manner,” De-
leon said in his email. 
“Because of delays, we 
went past the required 
state law deadline. For 
this year, we complet-
ed the audit within the 
allowable time frame 
in compliance with 
state law.”

Auditors had made 
13 significant findings 
over the years, Deleon 

said. In 2013 the city 
cleared seven of those 
issues and partially 
cleared another two. 
“This leaves us with 
four more findings that 
need to be cleared go-
ing into 2014.”

Most of the issues in-
volve internal control, 
like the need for more 
precise accounting or 
clearer policy language 
in specific situations. 
For example, the audi-
tors said there is con-
fusion regarding the 
limit for petty cash ex-
penditures. One city 
publication states a 
$25 maximum, anoth-
er says $50.

The city also needs 
to do an inventory of 
all its equipment and 
tools, the auditors said, 
and regularly review of 
journal entries for ac-
curacy.
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Deleon

JESSE J. HOLLAND
associated press

Maya Angelou 
walked into a meet-
ing of civil rights lead-
ers discussing affirma-
tive action back in the 
1990s, looked around, 
and put them all in 
their place with a sin-
gle, astute observation.

“She came into the 
room,” recalled Al 
Sharpton, “and she 
said: ‘The first problem 
is you don’t have wom-
en in here of equal sta-
tus. We need to cor-
rect you before you can 
correct the country.’”

Angelou, who died 
Wednesday at 86, 
made an impact on 
American culture that 
transcended her soar-
ing poetry and searing 
memoirs. She was the 
nation’s wise woman, 
a poet to presidents, 
an unapologetic con-
science who became 
such a touchstone 
that grief over her loss 
poured from politi-

cal leaders, celebrities 
and ordinary people in 
generous doses.

“Above all, she was a 
storyteller — and her 
greatest stories were 
true,” President Barack 
Obama said.

Never hesitant to 
speak her mind, An-
gelou passionately de-
fended the rights of 
women, young people 
and the ignored. She 
effortlessly traversed 
the worlds of litera-
ture and activism, be-
coming a confidante to 
the original civil rights 
leaders, their succes-
sors and the current 
generation.

“I’ve seen many 
things, I’ve learned 
many things,” Ange-
lou told The Associat-
ed Press in 2013. “I’ve 
certainly been exposed 
to many things and I’ve 
learned something: 
I owe it to you to tell 
you.”

Marc Morial, presi-
dent of the National 
Urban League, remem-
bered the “incredibly 
powerful experience” 
of being invited to An-
gelou’s home. They sat 
at her kitchen table for 
hours, Morial said, as 
Angelou told stories 
and talked about life, 
art, culture and hu-
mankind.

“With equal parts 
majesty and humil-

ity, she held court — 
and I listened intently, 
absorbing every word 
and meaning that she 
had to impart,” Mori-
al said.

A former singer and 
dancer — as well as 
once being the first 
black streetcar con-
ductor in San Fran-
cisco — she also put 
her imprint on the 
new world of celebrity, 
mentoring Oprah Win-

frey, instructing Ali-
cia Keys in “lining out,” 
a call-and-response 
form of singing popu-
lar in Southern black 
churches, acting in a 
television sketch with 
Richard Pryor and in-
spiring singers, authors 
and actors of all races 
and genders.

Angelou was a “phe-
nomenal woman of in-
sight, eloquence and 
artistry who gave voice 
to the rawness and 
loftiness of our histo-
ry and our humanity,” 
said Rep. Nancy Pelo-
si, D-Calif., the nation’s 
first female House 
speaker.

Angelou’s talents and 
platforms were bound-
less: poetry, books, 
movies, the spoken 
word, television, a 
weekly SiriusXM sat-
ellite radio show and 
even Twitter and Face-
book. She collected ac-
colades from all por-

tions of society: a Tony 
Award in 1973 for her 
appearance in the play 
“Look Away”; three 
Grammys for her spo-
ken-word albums; 
an honorary Nation-
al Book Award for her 
contributions to the 
literary community; a 
National Medal of Arts; 
and the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the 
country’s highest civil-
ian honor.

Whether talking 
about the scourge of 
discrimination or the 
evil of sexism, “she 
has much to teach this 
generation and gener-
ations unborn about 
what it means to be an 
authentic person, and 
the power of the gen-
uine,” the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson said.

Before becoming a 
famed author, Ange-
lou worked as a coordi-
nator for the Southern 
Christian Leadership 
Conference, and lived 
for years in Egypt and 
Ghana.

Maya Angelou, the nation’s wise woman
she had lasting impact on discussions about race and gender

MCT

maya angelou died Wednesday at the age of 86.
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By DON NORTON
Special to the News-Sun

Customers ask me 
all the time, “what’s 
the state record for 
largemouth bass?”

Or, “what’s the state 
record for bluegill or 
crappie.”

Obviously, a lot of 
fishermen don’t know 
the answers, and 
some, who believe 
they know, are wrong.

For example, many 
fishermen believe the 
Florida State record 
for a largemouth bass 
is over 20 pounds.

They are off by a 
good three pounds.

The “official” Florida 
State record is 17.27 
pounds, caught and 
certified in 1986 by 
Bill O’Berry in an un-
named lake in Polk 
County.

There have been 
a number of big-
ger largemouth bass 
caught, or at least 
“claimed” to have 
been caught, but none 
were certified and rec-
ognized by the state.

The most famous, 
and certainly a fish 
that could have been 
the official state re-
cord was caught by 
Frederick Friebel in 

Big Fish Lake in 1923, 
weighing in at 20 
pounds 2 ounces.

This fish was caught 
on a Creek Chub num-
ber 700 Pikie Min-
now nine years before 
George Perry’s world 
record largemouth 
that weighed 22.4 
pounds.

But the weight of the 
fish was never certi-
fied and as a result, 
stands in the record 
books as the “unoffi-
cial Florida State re-
cord”.

According to the 
Florida Fish and Wild-
life Commission, “un-
certified state record” 
means “it is believed 
to be accurate based 
on reliable witness-
es and other evidence, 
but is not certifiable 
according to FWC reg-
ulations.”

So the bar is set at 

SportS
By DAN HOEHNE

daniel.hoehne@newssun.com

SEBRING – “Are you 
seeing what I’m see-
ing?”

Those were the 
words of a frustrat-
ed Sebring Tractor 
Service head coach 
Ceasar Martinez Tues-
day night, as his team 
was off to a slow start 
against Got Milk? in 
Dixie Boys action at 
the Max Long Recre-
ation Complex.

His team had avoid-
ed an early deficit in 
the first, as the Milk 
men loaded the bas-

es, but starting pitch-
er Hunter Martinez 
got a come-backer and 
threw to the plate for 
the force to end the 
threat.

But the Tractor Ser-
vice couldn’t get it to 
turn over and failed 
to get a runner on 
board in their half of 
the frame – aided by a 
diving snare of a line-
drive by Milk short-
stop J.C. Crenshaw.

And then Got Milk 
got on the board in the 
second.

With two on and one 
out, Lucas Missall belt-
ed an RBI double and 

Crenshaw followed 
with a grounder that 
brought Travus Hill 
home for a 2-0 lead.

The Tractor’s then 
started to chug along 
and tied it in the bot-
tom of the inning.

Damion Lusby sin-
gled through the left 
side and Eli Fautheree 
shot a single to right.

A wild pitch sent 
Lusby racing home for 
a score and an error 
on a Carson Angell fly 
ball brought Fauther-
ee home with the ty-
ing run.

Tractors plow past Milkmen

Dan Hoehne/News-Sun

Damion Lusby gets to the plate just ahead of Phillip Hamilton for a run Tuesday night in Sebring 
Tractor Service’s Dixie Boys win.

See TRACTOR | A12

By LAUREN WELBORN
News-Sun correspondent

SEBRING—It 
wouldn’t be a Dixie sea-
son without a little rain 
to stir things up now, 
would it?

Due to the recent 
downpours, Elite 
Plumbing and Firemen 
had to reschedule their 
Monday night game for 
Wednesday.

The schedule change 
not only put them un-
der the threat of more 
rain, but also made the 
game a bit more inter-
esting.

With no umpires, 
Firemen sent out a 
coach who anchored 
behind the pitcher to 
call for the whole field.

In addition, Pool 
Paradise’s Desmond 
Gaines, who was at-
tending as a specta-
tor, was pulled from the 
bleachers to play for 
Elite Plumbing.

Sporting his school 
clothes, Gaines was 
the ninth player Elite 
Plumbing needed to 
play.

Boys who come to 

play ball do just that – 
come to play ball, so 
neither team was going 
home without playing.

Thus, with all the 
conditions accommo-
dated, the now-unoffi-
cial game commenced.

Leading off the night 
was Mason Price for 
Firemen, who ripped 

a single to right-cen-
ter, with a repeat effort 
from Robert Spoone 
putting two men on 
base,

Both runners were 
able to steal second 
and third before Drew 
Smith’s hit went to the 
Elite Plumbing third 
baseman who was able 

to make the play to 
throw out Smith, but 
not before Price would 
cross the plate for Fire-
men.

Keyshawn Hicks fol-
lowed with a drive 
down the third base 
line to score Spoone, 

Elite Plumbing, Firemen 
pick up and play

Lauren Welborn/News-Sun

Keyshawn Hicks steps home to a Firemen celebration after his grand slam Wednesday night, 
though Elite Plumbing would eke out the win.

See eLITe | A12
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Don Norton

Florida Fishing Records

See ReCORD | A11

Special to the News-Sun

The Highlands Youth 
Football and Cheer Or-
ganization (HYF) is 
gearing up for the up-
coming season and will 
be having open reg-
istration session for 
players and cheerlead-
ers on Saturday, May 
31, at Lakeshore Mall 
in Hibbett Sports from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

HYF is growing 
and has just recent-
ly merged with Flori-
da Elite Football and is 
now known as Florida 
PAL Elite.

This is an exciting 
merger and HYF will be 
seeing some new teams 
this season such as the 

Avon Park Red Dev-
ils and Frostproof Bull-
dogs and others in the 
Central Florida area.

Practice is scheduled 
to begin at the High-
lands County Sports 
Complex on Field “D” 
on Monday, July 7.

All home games will 
be held at Avon Park 
High School.

Florida PAL Elite of-
fers five divisions of 
football and cheerlead-
ing which include Flag 
– Ages 4-6, Mighty-Mite 
– Ages 7-8, Pee Wee – 
Ages 9-10, Junior Varsi-
ty – Ages 11-12 and Var-
sity – Ages 13-14 .

Ages are based on a 

HYF eagles are gearing up

See HYF | A11

Courtesy photo

The Highland Eagles Youth Football and Cheer is readying to roll 
into the new season with sign-ups this weekend.

Dan Hoehne/News-Sun

There were a flurry of grand slam home runs this week in Di-
xie action, with Elite Plumbing’s Abe Cervera having a game 
for the ages Tuesday. In a 14-0 win for Elite Plumbing, Cervera 
hit two grand slams and also had a bases-loaded triple to ac-
count for 11 RBI. Over on the opposite field Tuesday, in a Pool 
Paradise win, Shaun Algate Jr. also put one over the fence 
with the bases loaded. And then Firemen’s Keyshawn Hicks 
hammered a grand salami Wednesday night, though Elite 
Plumbing would rally for the win.

CerverA’S DAiLy DoubLe
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Today

golf
 ■ EuroPGA – Nordea Masters 9 a.m. GOLF
 ■ LPGA – ShopRite Classic Noon GOLF
 ■ PGA – Memorial Tournament 2:30 p.m. GOLF
 ■ PGA – Principal Charity Classic 7 p.m. GOLF

major league baseball
 ■ Tampa Bay at Boston 7 p.m. SUN
 ■ Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee 8 p.m. WGN

nba playoffs
 ■ Indiana at Miami 8:30 p.m. ESPN

tennis
 ■ French Open, Third Round 9 a.m. ESPN2

SaTurday

auto racing
 ■ NHRA – Lucas Oil Series 9:30 a.m. ESPN2
 ■ NASCAR – Nationwide Series, Qual. 10:30 a.m. ESPN2
 ■ NASCAR – Nationwide Series 2 p.m. ESPN
 ■ IndyCar – Dual in Detroit 3:30 p.m. ABC
 ■ NHRA – Toyota Summernationals, Qual4:30 p.m. ESPN

boxing
 ■ Carl Froch vs. George Groves 4 p.m. HBO

college baseball
 ■ NCAA Tournament 5 p.m. ESPN2
 ■ NCAA Tournament 8 p.m. ESPN2

golf
 ■ PGA – Memorial Tournament 12:30 p.m. GOLF
 ■ LPGA – ShopRight Classic 2:30 p.m. GOLF
 ■ PGA – Memorial Tournament 3 p.m. CBS
 ■ PGA – Principal Charity Classic 5 p.m. GOLF

major league baseball
 ■ San Diego at Chicago White Sox 2 p.m. WGN
 ■ Tampa Bay at Boston 7 p.m. FOX

nba playoffs
 ■ San Antonio at Oklahoma City 9 p.m. TNT

tennis
 ■ French Open, Third Round Noon NBC

SportS on tv

Scoreboard
nba playoff Glance

conFerence FInaLS
(best-of-7; x-if necessary)
eaStern conFerence
Miami 3, Indiana 2
Sunday, May 18: Indiana 107, Miami 96
Tuesday, May 20: Miami 87, Indiana 83
Saturday, May 24: Miami 99, Indiana 87
Monday, May 26: Miami 102, Indiana 90
Wednesday, May 28: Indiana 93, Miami 90
Friday, May 30: Indiana at Miami, 8:30 p.m.
x-Sunday, June 1: Miami at Indiana, 8:30 p.m.
WeStern conFerence
San antonio 2, oklahoma city 2
Monday, May 19: San Antonio 122, Oklahoma 
City 105
Wednesday, May 21: San Antonio 112, Okla-
homa City 77
Sunday, May 25: Oklahoma City 106, San 
Antonio 97
Tuesday, May 27: Oklahoma City 105, San 
Antonio 92
Thursday, May 29: Oklahoma City at San An-
tonio, 9 p.m.
Saturday, May 31: San Antonio at Oklahoma 
City, 8:30 p.m.
x-Monday, June 2: Oklahoma City at San An-
tonio, 9 p.m.

nHL playoff Glance
conFerence FInaLS
(best-of-7; x-if necessary)
eaStern conFerence
n.Y. rangers 3, Montreal 2
Saturday, May 17: N.Y. Rangers 7, Montreal 2
Monday, May 19: NY Rangers 3, Montreal 1
Thursday, May 22: Montreal 3, NY Rang-
ers 2, OT
Sunday, May 25: NY Rangers 3, Montreal 
2, OT
Tuesday, May 27: Montreal 7, NY Rangers 4
Thursday, May 29: Montreal at NY Rang-
ers, 8 p.m.
x-Saturday, May 31: NY Rangers at Montreal, 
8 p.m.
WeStern conFerence
Los angeles 3, chicago 2
Sunday, May 18: Chicago 3, Los Angeles 1
Wednesday, May 21: Los Angeles 6, Chi-
cago 2
Saturday, May 24: Los Angeles 4, Chicago 3
Monday, May 26: Los Angeles 5, Chicago 2
Wednesday, May 28: Chicago 5, Los Ange-
les 4, 2OT
Friday, May 30: Chicago at Los Angeles, 
9 p.m.
x-Sunday, June 1: Los Angeles at Chicago, 
8 p.m.

Major League baseball
american League
east W L pct Gb
Toronto 32 22 .593 —
New York 28 24 .538 3
Baltimore 26 25 .510 4½
Boston 23 29 .442 8
Tampa Bay 23 31 .426 9
central W L pct Gb
Detroit 29 20 .592 —
Chicago 28 27 .509 4
Minnesota 24 26 .480 5½
Kansas City 24 28 .462 6½
Cleveland 24 30 .444 7½
West W L pct Gb
Oakland 32 21 .604 —
Los Angeles 29 23 .558 2½
Texas 27 26 .509 5
Seattle 26 26 .500 5½
Houston 22 32 .407 10½

Wednesday’s Games
Houston 9, Kansas City 3
Toronto 3, Tampa Bay 2
Boston 4, Atlanta 0
Milwaukee 8, Baltimore 3
Chicago White Sox 3, Cleveland 2
Texas 1, Minnesota 0
N.Y. Yankees 7, St. Louis 4
Oakland 3, Detroit 1
Seattle 3, L.A. Angels 1

thursday’s Games
Texas at Minnesota, late
Detroit at Oakland, late
Kansas City at Toronto, late
Atlanta at Boston, late
Baltimore at Houston, late
L.A. Angels at Seattle, late

Friday’s Games
Colorado (Nicasio 5-2) at Cleveland (Kluber 
5-3), 7:05 p.m.
Minnesota (Nolasco 2-5) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Nuno 1-1), 7:05 p.m.
Texas (Lewis 4-3) at Washington (Strasburg 
3-4), 7:05 p.m.
Kansas City (Vargas 4-2) at Toronto (Happ 
4-1), 7:07 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Price 4-4) at Boston (Workman 
0-0), 7:10 p.m.
Baltimore (Mi.Gonzalez 3-3) at Houston (Ober-
holtzer 1-6), 8:10 p.m.
San Diego (Kennedy 3-6) at Chicago White 

Sox (Joh.Danks 3-4), 8:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Richards 4-1) at Oakland (Pomer-
anz 4-2), 10:05 p.m.
Detroit (Verlander 5-4) at Seattle (Iwakuma 
3-1), 10:10 p.m.

national League
east W L pct Gb
Atlanta 28 24 .538 —
Miami 28 25 .528 ½
Washington 25 27 .481 3
New York 24 28 .462 4
Philadelphia 23 27 .460 4
central W L pct Gb
Milwaukee 32 22 .593 —
St. Louis 29 24 .547 2½
Cincinnati 23 28 .451 7½
Pittsburgh 23 29 .442 8
Chicago 19 32 .373 11½
West W L pct Gb
San Francisco 34 19 .642 —
Los Angeles 29 25 .537 5½
Colorado 28 25 .528 6
San Diego 24 30 .444 10½
Arizona 22 33 .400 13

Wednesday’s Games
N.Y. Mets 5, Pittsburgh 0
San Francisco 5, Chicago Cubs 0
Philadelphia 6, Colorado 3
Miami 8, Washington 5, 10 innings
Boston 4, Atlanta 0
Milwaukee 8, Baltimore 3
N.Y. Yankees 7, St. Louis 4
Arizona 12, San Diego 6
Cincinnati 3, L.A. Dodgers 2

thursday’s Games
N.Y. Mets at Philadelphia, late
Atlanta at Boston, late
San Francisco at St. Louis, late
Cincinnati at Arizona, late
Pittsburgh at L.A. Dodgers, late

Friday’s Games
Colorado (Nicasio 5-2) at Cleveland (Kluber 
5-3), 7:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets (R.Montero 0-2) at Philadelphia 
(A.Burnett 3-4), 7:05 p.m.
Texas (Lewis 4-3) at Washington (Strasburg 
3-4), 7:05 p.m.
Atlanta (Teheran 4-3) at Miami (Koehler 4-4), 
7:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (T.Wood 5-4) at Milwaukee (Es-
trada 4-2), 8:10 p.m.
San Diego (Kennedy 3-6) at Chicago White 
Sox (Joh.Danks 3-4), 8:10 p.m.
San Francisco (Bumgarner 6-3) at St. Louis 
(Wainwright 8-2), 8:15 p.m.
Cincinnati (Leake 2-4) at Arizona (Arroyo 4-3), 
9:40 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Liriano 0-5) at L.A. Dodgers (Beck-
ett 3-1), 10:10 p.m.

arena Football League
natIonaL conFerence

West W L t pct pF pa
Arizona 10 0 0 1.000 663 477
Los Angeles 2 8 0 .200 336 495
San Antonio 1 9 0 .100 447 566
pacific W L t pct pF pa
San Jose 7 3 0 .700 566 405
Spokane 5 5 0 .500 527 480
Portland 3 7 0 .300 407 510

aMerIcan conFerence
South W L t pct pF pa
Orlando 6 4 0 .600 580 588
Tampa Bay 4 6 0 .400 504 555
Jacksonville 3 7 0 .300 525 531
New Orleans 2 7 0 .222 403 514
east W L t pct pF pa
Cleveland 9 0 0 1.000 463 374
Pittsburgh 7 3 0 .700 553 454
Philadelphia 5 5 0 .500 570 560
Iowa 5 5 0 .500 477 512

Friday’s Games
Tampa Bay at New Orleans, 8:30 p.m.
Portland at Spokane, 10 p.m.

Wnba
eaStern W L pct Gb
Chicago 4 1 .800 —
Atlanta 2 2 .500 1½
New York 2 2 .500 1½
Washington 1 2 .333 2
Connecticut 1 3 .250 2½
Indiana 1 3 .250 2½
WeStern W L pct Gb
Minnesota 5 0 1.000 —
Los Angeles 2 1 .667 2
Phoenix 2 1 .667 2
San Antonio 3 2 .600 2
Seattle 1 4 .200 4
Tulsa 0 3 .000 4

Wednesday’s Games
San Antonio 82, Tulsa 79

thursday’s Games
Connecticut at Indiana, late

Friday’s Games
New York at Washington, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Connecticut at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Tulsa at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

SnapShotS
sports

Sebring elks 
Golf tourney

The Sebring Elks 
Lodge No. 1529 
monthly golf out-
ing will be held at 
Golf Hammock Golf 
and Country Club on 
Monday, June 2, begin-
ning at 8 a.m.

Cost is $28 which in-
cludes golf, cart, lunch 
and prize fund.

To sign up con-
tact Jack McLaughlin 
at jacknjudy33872@
gmail.com or leave 
a message on 863 
471-3295.

Check in not later 
than 7:40 a.m. by the 
Pro Shop.

Summer Sunrise 
5K Series

SEBRING – The in-
augural Summer 
Sunrise 5K Series will 
be held on Saturday’s 
June 7, June 28, July 
12 and August 16 at 
Highlands Hammock 
State Park starting at 
7 a.m.

The unique series 
will award trophies to 
winners in 5-year age 
divisions whose cumu-
lative times in all four 
races are the fastest.

Series entry fee is 
$40 for the four races 
thru Thursday, June 
5 and $50 on race 
morning.

Individual races may 
be entered for $12, but 
will not be eligible for 
series awards or shirt.

Entry forms at: cbro-
jek@comcast.net at 
385-4736.

SHS Summer 
of Swim

Sebring High School 
will be offering swim-
ming lessons with four 
sessions to choose 
from.

The first session be-
gins Monday, June 
9 and runs through 
Friday, June 20.

The second session 
runs from June 23-
July 3, the third ses-
sion July 7-July 18 and 
the fourth from July 
21-August 1.

Registrations are 
being taken at the 
front office of Sebring 
High School during the 
day from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
where office secretar-
ies will be able to sign 
you up.

For questions, call 
471-5500, ext. 229, or 
381-7092 and leave a 
message for Ms. Pat.

Emails can also be 
sent to catonp@high-
lands.k12.fl.us.

The Sebring 
High School pool 
is open Monday 
through Friday from 
6-7:30 p.m. and 
Saturdays and Sundays 
from 1-3 p.m.

Additional hours will 
be added once school 
is out.

Cost is $2 per swim-
mer, and family pass-
es are available at $50 
for first family mem-
ber and $15 for each 
additional.

Sebring Summer 
Swim Program

The Summer Swim 

Program will again 
offer four (4) instruc-
tional sessions.

Each will last two 
weeks and the swim 
class meets each week-
day, Monday through 
Friday.

The Program will 
offer eight types of 
instruction:

1. Adult Beginner: 
Adults Only. For the 
novice-no experience 
necessary.

2. Parent and Tot: 
Water Orientation. 
Mother/Father must 
participate with child. 
(6 months to 2 years of 
age.)

3. Level I: 
Introduction to 
Water Skills. Students 
first water orienta-
tion without Mother/
Father.

Part A--Preschool 
Aquatics (2-4 years of 
age)

Part B-School Age 
(4-5 years of age)

4. Level II: 
Fundamental Aquatic 
Skills. Students do not 
need Mother/Father in 
pool. (4-5 years of age.)

5. Level III: Stroke 
Development. 
Students must be 
comfortable in water.

6. Level IV: Stroke 
Improvement. 
Students must be able 
to swim 10 yards, do a 
front dive, and float on 
their backs.

7. Level V: Stroke 
Refinement. Students 
must be able to swim 
50 yards, tread water 
30 seconds, and ele-
mentary back stroke 
25 yards.

8. Level VI: Part A – 
Personal Water Safety/
Diving Fundamentals. 
Students must be able 
to swim 100 yards, 
tread water for 3 min-
utes, backstroke 100 
yards. Will learn basics 
of diving.

Part B – Fitness 
Swimmer/Diving 
Fundamentals. 
Students will learn 
necessary skills to 
make swimming part 
of their exercise pro-
gram. Will learn basics 
of diving.

There will be a $50 
fee for the two-week 
session and students 
will be enrolled on 
a “first come, first 
served” basis.

There will be no re-
funds after comple-
tion of registration and 
payment of fees, un-
less the swim class is 
cancelled.

There must be at 
least four swimmers 
per class for the les-
sons to be taught.

Sunrise rotary 
charity Golf

SEBRING – The 
Sebring Sunrise Rotary 
25th Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament will 
tee off on Saturday, 
June 7 at Sun ‘N Lake 
on the Turtle Run 
course.

Format is a four-per-
son Scramble with an 
8 a.m. shotgun start.

Cost is $240 per 
team, which includes 
green fees, cart, range 
balls, lunch and on-
course beverages.

The Cohan Radio 
Group, SpringLake 
Hardware, Dixon 
Golf and the Alan Jay 
Automotive Network 
are Hole-In-One 
sponsors and Florida 
Hospital Heartland 
Medical Center is a 
Trophy Sponsor.

Other sponsorships 
are available, from a 
$100 hole sponsor, to 
a $160 hole sponsor 
which includes a sin-
gle entry, and a $340 
hole sponsor which in-
cludes a team entry.

Sign-up is available 
online at www.sebring-
sunriserotary.com.

Make checks pay-
able to Sebring Sunrise 
Foundation, P.O. Box 
1363, Sebring, FL 
33871.

Lady panther 
Softball camp

AVON PARK – South 
Florida Softball will 
be hosting its annual 
summer camp Tuesday 
and Wednesday, June 
10 and 11, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. each day, for 
girls aged 6-18.

Cost is $45 pr camp-
er, with registration 
and check-in starting 
at 8 a.m. – walk-ups 
are accepted.

Campers should 
bring glove, cap, bat 
and any softball attire 
desired.

The SFSC Softball 
Camps are designed to 
provide quality soft-
ball instruction, with 
emphasis on funda-
mentals and improve-
ment in all areas of the 
game.

Each day, camp-
ers will have the op-
portunity to improve 
their skills and soft-
ball knowledge with 
the help of SFSC head 
coach Carlos Falla, 
who will serve as camp 
director.

Lady Panther assis-
tant coach Heather 
Barnes and members 
of the 2013-14 SFSC 
softball team will serve 
as instructors.

To pre-register on-
line, go to www.south-
florida.edu/athletics/
softball and print out 
application form.

For more informa-
tion, call the school’s 
athletic office or email 
fallac@southflorida.
edu.

panther/
blue Streak 
baseball camp

SEBRING – South 
Florida State College 
baseball is teaming up 
with the Sebring Blue 
Streaks for a Summer 
Youth Baseball Camp 
for youth players 
aged 5-13 years old at 
Firemen’s Field.

The camp will run 
Monday through 
Thursday, June 23-26, 
meeting each day from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., with 
a cost of $80 for the 
week.

For additional camp-

ers from the same 
family, $5 discounts do 
apply.

All campers will re-
ceive a camp T-shirt.

Registration each 
day is from 8-8:30 a.m., 
with the camp then 
getting underway with 
all aspects of baseball 
fundamentals, drills, 
stations, games and 
awards on the final 
day.

SFSC head coach 
Rick Hitt and Sebring 
head coach Jasone 
DeWitt will serve as 
camp directors, with 
instruction given 
from the coaches of 
the Panther and Blue 
Streak baseball teams.

Campers should 
bring a glove, cap and 
any baseball attire de-
sired, ensuring all gear 
is marked.

Register by phone 
by calling the SFSC 
Baseball office at 784-
7036, or coach DeWitt 
at 528-4933, or register 
the morning of the first 
camp session.

Walk-up registra-
tions are accepted.

Applications can be 
found at www.south-
florida.edu/athletics/
baseball/camp.

Checks should be 
made payable to 
Sebring Baseball.

Heartland 
Football camp

SEBRING – The 
Mary Toney H.O.P.E. 
Foundation brings 
the 2014 Heartland 
Football Camp to the 
Highlands County 
Sports Complex on 
Saturday, June 28, from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. for 
campers from grades 
4 through 12, as of the 
fall of 2014.

The camp will in-
clude football funda-
mentals, speed and 
agility training, char-
acter development and 
guest speakers.

There will be former 
Miami Hurricanes, 
South Florida Bulls 
and many more col-
lege standouts that 
will be serving as 
camp coaches, with 
the added possibility 
of former and current 
NFL players as well.

Cost is $20, which 
includes all camp in-
sruction, insurance, 
lunch, camp T-shirt 
and awards.

Pre-registration days 
will be held at the 
Firemen’s Fieldhouse 
on Saturday, June 14, 
from 8 a.m.-Noon and 
Thursday, June 19, 
from 4-7 p.m.

Camp T-shirts will 
be given to all campers 
who pre-register be-
fore Monday, June 23.

Make checks pay-
able to Wings of Faith 
Christian Worship 
Center, with check 
memo as Mary Toney 
Hope Foundation.

For more informa-
tion, contact coach 
LaVaar Scott at 214-
3880, LaV39@yahoo.
com, or coach Mike 
Avirett at 381-4098 or 
coach Princeton Harris 
at 381-8898.
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This whopping, 21.6875-pounder, caught by Jed Dickerson in 
Lake Dixon, California on May 31, 2003, is just fifth on the all-
time record list.

17.27 pounds, and has 
been for the last 28 
years.

Surely there has to 
be a bass larger than 
17 pounds swimming 
around in one of our 
lakes here in Highlands 
County.

Of course catching it 
is another matter.

Two years ago, the 
Florida Fish and Wild-
life Commission cre-
ated “Trophy Catch”, 
a program that recog-
nizes trophy catches in 
every species.

I’ve mentioned it be-
fore in this column.

It’s easy to register 
a fish, and worth it to 
just register since they 
give away a boat, mo-
tor and trailer every 
year to one of the lucky 
people who registered 
on the site.

Cash awards, as well 
as certificates are avail-
able to fishermen 
weighing in their catch.

Anyone who fishes 
in the state of Florida 
should register.

But what about some 
of the other popular 
gamefish in Florida?

Again, most fisher-

men don’t readily know 
when they catch a large 
fish if it’s a potential 
state record or not.

The following list 
may help.

The recognized state 
record for Black Crap-
pie is 3.83 pounds; 
Bluegill is 2.95 pounds; 
Redear Sunfish is 4.86 
pounds; Warmouth is 
2.44 pounds; Chain 
Pickerel is 6.96 pounds; 
Longnose Gar is 41 
pounds and the Blue 
Tilapia is 9.38 pounds.

Other species listed 
for the state of Florida 
can be found on their 
website.

For those of you in-
terested in the World 
Record Largemouth 
Bass, and the top 25 
largest bass accord-
ing to B.A.S.S., the list 
is painfully lacking big 
fish from Florida.

The Top 25 Large-
mouth Bass of all time

1a. 22.3106, caught 
by Kurita, Manabu in 
Lake Biwi, Japan on 
July 2, 2009

1b. 22.2500, caught 
by George Perry in 
Montgomery Lake, 
Georgia on June 2, 
1932

3. 22.0100, caught by 
Robert Crupi in Lake 
Castiac, California on 
March 12, 1991

4. 21.7500, caught 
by Mike Arujo in Lake 
Castiac, California on 
March 5, 1991

5. 21.6875, caught by 
Jed Dickerson in Lake 
Dixon, California on 
May 31, 2003

6. 21.2000, caught 
by Raymond Easley in 
Lake Casitas, California 
on March 4, 1980

7. 21.0100, caught by 
Robert Crupi in Lake 
Castiac, California on 
March 9, 1990

8. 20.9375, caught 
by Dave Zimmerlee in 
Lake Miramar, Califor-
nia on June 23, 1973

9. 20.8600, caught by 
Leo Torres in Lake Cas-
tiac, California on Feb-
ruary 4, 1990

10. 20.7500, caught 
by Mike Long in Lake 
Dixon, California on 
April 27, 2001

11. 20.2500, caught 
by Gene Dupras in 
Lakes Hodges, Califor-
nia on May 30, 1985

12. 20.1250, caught 
by Fritz Friebel in Big 
Fish Lake, Florida on 
May 19, 1923

13. 19.7000, caught 
by George Coniglio 
in Lake Mission Vie-
jo, California on March 
21, 2006

14. 19.5000, caught 
by Mark Balloid in Lake 
Castiac, California on 
May 28, 1990

14. 19.5000, caught 
by Randy Crabtree in 
Lake Casitas, California 

on April 9, 2002
14. 19.5000, caught 

by Keith Gunsauls in 
Lake Miramar, Cali-
fornia on February 29, 
1988

17. 19.4375, caught 
by Mac Weakley in Dix-
on Lake, California on 
May 20, 2003

18. 19.2500, caught 
by Chris Brant in Lake 
Miramar, California on 
March 22, 1998

19. 19.1875, caught 
by Steve Beasley in 
Lake Wohlford, Califor-
nia on February 3, 1986

19. 19.1875, caught 
by Charles Hanline in 
Lake Morena, Califor-
nia on February 17, 
1987

21. 19.1500, caught 
by Kazuya Shimada in 
Lake Ikehara, Japan on 
April 22, 2003

22. 19.0625, caught 
by Sandra DeFranco in 
Lake Miramar, Califor-
nia on March 14, 1988

23. 19.0400, caught 
by Dan Kadota in Lake 
Castiac, California on 
January 8, 1989

24. 19.0313, caught 
by Larry Kerns in Suc-
cess Lake, California 
on January 27, 2001

25. 19.0000, caught 
by Riley Witt in Lake 
Tarpon, Florida on 
June 26, 1961

So there you have 

it! The top 25 largest 
bass according to the 
Bass Anglers Sports-
man Society, (B.A.S.S.). 
How many of these 
fish are actually certi-
fied and recognized by 
their respective states 
or countries is another 
matter.

But it is surprising 
that on this list there 
are only two bass from 
the state of Florida. 
What’s not so surpris-
ing is that all the bass, 
even those caught in 
Japan have been certi-
fied as Florida strain-
largemouth bass.

It’s time Florida starts 
adding a few wallhang-
ers to the list!

Don Norton is a profession-

al tournament bass fisher-

man, bass fishing guide, and 

custom rod builder. He lives in 

the Golf Hammock area of Se-

bring with his wife Lexie, and 

is the owner of a custom rod 

building company appropriate-

ly named “The American Fish-

erman”. He is also the owner 

of REDS II, a full-service fishing 

tackle store located at 3603 

Sebring Parkway, in Sebring, 

FL. You can reach him at 863-

273-4998 or by email at do-

norton13@gmail.com. Visit his 

REDS FISHING facebook page 

or his website at theameri-

canfisherman.com, or stop by 

the store to see him anytime.
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By John Rawlings
guest Columnist

A recent survey taken 
by B.A.S.S. establishing 
the top 100 bass fisher-
ies in the United States 
of America left Lake 
Istokpoga off the list, 
raising the question, 
“Why?”

Could it be since they 
had the “Major League 
Fishing Show” tele-
vised nationwide with 
the best fishermen 
world saying the lake 
was a tough fishery?

Could it be even 
though the Fish and 
Wildlife Commission 
recommends 20-40 
percent aquatic veg-
etation, the lake has 
gotten as low as 12 per-
cent due to the exces-
sive weed eradication?

In mid-2000, the 
Florida Lake Istokpoga 
had a plan to take Lake 
Istokpoga to a new lev-
el of bass fishing expe-
rience, a trophy bass 
lake.

Millions of dollars 
were spent bulldoz-
ing the dead sediment 
left from the years of 
submerged weeds that 
had been treated with 
chemicals and left to 

rest on the bottom of 
the lake.

This raises another 
question.

After they removed 
the sediment off the 
bottom of the lake 
down to the sand, why 
did they return to kill-
ing the submerged 
weeds again causing 
the same problem all 
over again?

Not to mention all 
the fish we lost when 
the gates were opened.

Now they have used 
stronger or different 
chemicals to eradicate 
the weeds because the 
weeds have built up a 
tolerance to previous 
chemicals used.

Since Lake Istokpo-
ga is sometimes used 
for irrigation, I wonder 
if these chemicals are 
getting into our food 
chain and also from 
fish caught from the 
lake.

The pan fishermen 
went home with their 
tails between their legs 
because the spec and 
bream fishing was way 
off.

Could this be due to 
the water clarity affect-
ing the fish to spawn?

A water clarity read-

ing taken by a Sec-
chi Disk from 2001 
through 2004 shows it 
decreased 40 percent 
in Lake Istokpoga.

The last time I 
was on the lake, you 
couldn’t see down six 
inches.

Lately I have heard 
several people refer to 
it as the “mud hole.”

Many people be-
lieve if we get rid of the 
weeds, the alligators, 
snakes and unwanted 
species will leave the 
lake.

That is true to some 
extent, but these crea-
tures are a part of the 
beauty of Florida.

Lake Jackson is a 
good example of what 
happens when you get 
rid of all the weeds.

It is great for skiing, 
but not for fishing or 
sightseeing.

I don’t see very many 
skiers and even less 
people fishing on Lake 
Jackson.

At one time you 
could catch 50 bass in 
a single day on Lake Is-
tokpoga and limits of 
specs and brim were 
common.

Twenty-five pound 
bags of fish were not 

uncommon with most 
tournament fisher-
men and most of them 
caught fish.

Most fishermen that 
had visited the area 
couldn’t wait to come 
back because of the 
great fishing.

Now 25 pounds 
might win a tourna-
ment, but a major-
ity of the anglers get 
skunked.

The question 
must be asked, why 
Okeechobee’s water 
clarity is so much bet-
ter than Istokpoga’s.

Okeechobee made 
the top 100 list at num-
ber 6.

Kissimmee was 21st, 
Stick Marsh ranked 
42nd and St. Johns was 
48th.

Could it be that too 
much of a good thing 
has gone sour and the 
lake needs to return to 
at least 20-40 percent 
submerged weeds like 
the LakeWatch people 

recommended back in 
early 2000.

If we could take 
a deep breath for a 
year or so and let na-
ture repair the dam-
aged excessive chem-
ical spraying, digging 
the tussock and burn-
ing off acres of natural 
vegetation has done, 
wouldn’t it be interest-
ing to see if there was 
some improvement in 
the fisheries.

The hydrilla and the 
pond weed, which by 
the way helps filter the 
water, has all but dis-
appeared.

The old saying spo-
ken by many pros, 
“Find the grass and 
you will find the bass,” 
is true.

Since Lake Istokpoga 
is mostly a fishing lake 
you would think the 
county and the Florida 
Wildlife Commission 
would try to do things 
to improve the fish-
ing including stocking 

Lake Istokpoga from 
the FWC’s state of the 
art hatchery.

Everyone that cares 
about Lake Istokpo-
ga needs to ask why it 
was left out of the top 
100 lakes in the nation 
when at one time it 
was number 3.

Now it has the nick-
name the mud hole.

I also wonder how 
much this is costing 
Highlands County in 
lost revenue.

B.a.S.S. survey excludes Istokpoga

cutoff date of July 31.
Registration Fees are 

$100 for the Tackle Di-
vision and Cheerlead-
ing and $80 for Flag 
Football.

Cheerleading in-
cludes an additional 
Cheer Package for $40 
that includes Cheer 
shoes, socks, bows and 
bloomers.

Limited spots are 

available for all divi-
sions of football and 
cheerleading.

Flag Cheer is full and 
is not accepting any 
registrations.

Online registration is 
available on the High-
lands Eagles website at 
www.highlandseagles.
com.

To register online, 
click on the Registra-
tion Tab, select the Par-
ticipant Registration 
Form then fill out all 
the information and 
submit it online.

Payment can also 
be made as you reg-
ister online through 
our PayPal account us-
ing your credit card or 
you can pay with cash, 
check or credit card in 
person on Saturday.

All registration fees 
are to be paid in full by 
Monday, June 30.

For additional infor-
mation regarding foot-
ball, please call Cliff 
Howell at (863) 253-
7070 or Chrissi Merrick 
at (863) 381-8623 for 
Cheerleading.
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THE SEBRING PARK WA Y
CHURCH OF CHRIST

invites you to

MEE T
OUR NEW

YOUTH m J ,
MINISTER 1

AND
HIS WIFE!

Korn Rem and his wife. Carolyn

Come join us for Bible Stud y, worship, and a potluck
lunch as we welcome the Berrys to Sebring this Sunday,

JUNE 1, 2014!
TII/ i  S I iB RI \ C ;  I' 1Rh i'. 1 F

Sunda , N >Iurning Bible Stud y - 9:011 a.nr. C111 *R C11 OF CHRI S T
Sunday Morning \ orshi p - 111:110a.111. 
Sunday Evening % orship - 6:011 p.m' 

d8llll S, B/ t/ : \ (;  /':4RA"l i .-I )''
Wednesday Evening Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.

I:\ ' SEBRI:\Y;. FLORID. 1.

For more i nformati on.
5-744;,The put/ r i ck will he scarred inunediaieli p lease call (t 6 3 )  3% 

or <>mail Its at
J olluminq the Srrndul' morning itorship

ccbrin p:uicrnc!a cabringcuc.cum.u.cseurhlt' .1hr all it -he) can j oin as.

RACE THI i
KWIK L1 ° 

PENNZOIL

MOTOR HOMES, OIL CHANGE,
FULL SERVICE:

$39,95 'UP' QV
WE SERVICE

DIESELS
AND SEMIS. k EST

FLEET CHANGE
ACCOUNTS 'ars in a
WELCOME. 01Ni

471-0700 13447 U.S. South, Sebring
(across f rom DunkinDonuts) WE 8-5:30, Sat 8-2
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Got Milk was able to 
get the lead back in the 
third, with Jace Lewis 
bringing Jaylen Whee-
lock in to make it 3-2.

But that’s when the 
Tractors kicked it into 
gear and took the lead 
for good.

Five runs would 

come across in the 
bottom of the third, 
highlighted by a Day-
von Terry RBI triple.

Another run was 
“milked” for the visi-
tors in the fourth to 
squeeze a little closer, 
but another fi ve runs 
came across in the 
bottom of the frame.

With a run in and 
the bases loaded, Lus-
by blasted a shot to 
deep center fi eld for a 

triple to make it 11-3, 
and when Fautheree 
followed with a single 
to bring Lusby in, the 
lead stood at 12-3.

Wheelock came 
on in relief and got a 
strike out to end the 
frame, but Terry took 
to the hill for the Trac-
tors and struck out the 
side in the fi fth before 
two more runs scored 
in the bottom to end 
this one on the mer-

cy rule.
The Tractor Service 

traveled down to Lake 
Placid to face Bevis 
Construction Thurs-
day night and are off 
until Tuesday, June 3, 
when they will take on 
Bevis again, this time 
at Max Long.

Got Milk is back in 
action Monday, June 2, 
against Sweet Frogs at 
Max Long.

TRACTOR 
FROM PAGE  A9

Dan Hoehne/News-Sun

Lucas Missall belted this pitch for an RBI double Tuesday night.

putting Firemen up 2-0 
after their fi rst at-bat.

Elite Plumbing was 
able to respond with a 
run of their own in the 
bottom of the fi rst.

A single from Sam 
Lieske and another bor-
rowed player Gaines 
followed by Abe Cer-
vera’s walk loaded the 
bases with only one 
out.

A fi elder’s choice then 
scored Lieske to put the 
board now at 2-1.

The top of the sec-
ond saw no scoring op-
portunities for Firemen, 
while Elite Plumbing 
overcame the lead in 
the bottom of the in-
ning.

Tyler Simmons beat 
out a throw to put 
himelf on second base 
before Kaleb Lindsey 
drew a walk and both 
stole bases to put two 
runners in scoring po-
sition.

Kyle Mercer’s pop-up 
caused some confusion 
amongst the Firemen 
defense, allowing it to 
fall to the ground and 
score Simmons to tie 
things up.

The Firemen defense 
still appeared a bit 
shaky, which allowed 
Lindsey to score and 
Elite Plumbing to take 
their fi rst lead of the 
night.

With runners in scor-
ing position again, 
Gaines’ grounder was 
fi elded by the Firemen 
third baseman, who 
was able to recoup from 
the mishaps and throw 
out Gaines.

This effort, howev-
er, scored one more for 
the Plumber boys to put 
them up 4-2.

In spite of a shaking 
performance in the last 
inning, Firemen took 
back their lead in the 
top of the third.

Cody Little, Price and 
Spoone quickly load-
ed the bases before 
Smith stepped into the 
batter’s box, drawing 

a walk and bringing in 
another Firemen run.

Hicks then rattled the 
fi eld just like the lin-
gering thunderstorm, 
sending a grand slam 
over the fence.

Elite Plumbing could 
not respond to this, de-
spite putting two men 
on base, ending the 
third inning 7-4 with 
the lead back in Fire-
men’s hands.

Not to be silenced 
just yet, Elite’s defense 
forced Firemen to go 
three up, three down in 
the top of the fourth.

Then, in the bottom 
of the same inning, 
Elite Plumbing crept 
back on Firemen’s lead.

Mercer, Lieske and 
Gaines loaded the bas-
es early on before Cer-
vera’s single scored two 
runs to see the score 
now at 7-6.

Elite Plumbing ended 
the inning with the bas-
es loaded, and where 
they could not capital-
ize in the bottom of the 
fourth, they made up 
for it in the bottom of 

the fi fth.
Simmons stole 

home to tie the game 
up one more time be-
fore Lieske’s RBI scored 
Lindsey to give Elite 
Plumbing the lead 
again.

Three outs later, Elite 
Plumbing won the 
game.

While the win was not 
an offi cial one, it cer-
tainly gave each team 
some learning experi-
ences.

“They came out and 
hit the ball, but they 
kind of took the night 
for granted,” said Fire-
men coach Issac Mar-
tz. “They just did not 
get the runs when they 
needed to, and (Elite 
Plumbing) came out 
with their best pitcher 
and shut us down when 
they needed to. “

Martz spoke of Cer-
vera, a southpaw who 
performed well for Elite 
Plumbing throughout 
the night.

“The kids played 
very well,” shared Elite 
Plumbing coach Micky 

Mercer. “We had some 
struggles with the bats 
towards the bottom of 
the lineup, but the kids 
did very well.”

“They’re coming 
along and I know they 
are going to make it,” 

he said, and hopeful-
ly the night’s outcome 
gave them the confi -
dence boost they need-
ed.

“All of the kids have 
improved a lot, and I’m 
proud of them.”

ELITE 
FROM PAGE  A9

Lauren Welborn/News-Sun

Elite Plumbing’s Kyle Mercer didn’t have to move far to snare 
this pop-up on the mound Wednesday night in Dixie Ozone ac-
tion.

ASSISTED LIVING

 863-386-1060 
www.cpcommunities.com

5005 Sun ‘N Lake Blvd. • Sebring, FL 33872

know...
We now have our 
Limited Nursing  

Specialty License!

All residents must meet the admission and continued residency criteria before admission
• Applying ice caps or collars
• Applying heat, including dry heat, hot water bottle, 
 heating pad, aquathermia, moist heat, hot compresses, 
 sitz bath and hot soaks
• Cutting the toenails of diabetic residents or residents 
 with documented circulatory problems if the written 
 approval of residents
• Perform ear and eye irrigations
• Conduct urine dipstick test
• Replacement of an established self-maintained indwelling urinary catheter, or 
 performance of an intermittent urinary catheterizations
• Performing digital stool removal therapies
• Applying and changing routine dressings that do not require packing or 
 irrigation, but are for abrasions, skin tears and closed surgical wounds
• Care for stage 2 pressure ulcers (resident must be discharged if no signs of   
 improvement by 30 days)
• Caring for casts, braces and splints
• If resident is under Hospice services-may provide any nursing service permitted  
 within scope of the nurse’s license including 24 hour nursing supervision
• Assist, apply, care for and monitor the application of anti-embolism stockings
 or hosiery as per Health Care Provider and in accordance with the 
 manufacturer’s guidelines
• Administer and regulate portable oxygen
• Administer medications
• Apply, care for and monitor a TENS
• Catheter, Colostomy, ileostomy care and maintenance
• PROM
This list is summarized and may not include all care options, requirements or limitations. 
Please contact Renee Marley or Tina Thompson at Crown Pointe ALF for any questions.

Did you

With our New License We Can Do:

Staffed with 

Full-Time 
Licensed 
Nurses

AL#9756
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Drive with Care

According to the American Acade-
my of Pediatrics, motor vehicle injuries 
are the leading cause of death and ac-
quired disability for children and teens. 
These tips can help you and your chil-
dren to stay out of harm’s way while in 
or around vehicles.

 ■ Teach your children to buckle up 
every time they get into a car, regardless 
of the length of the car ride. Buckling 
children in age- and size-appropriate 
car seats, booster seats and seat belts 
dramatically reduces the risk of serious 
and fatal injuries.

 ■ Check around your parked car for 
children before you pull away. Teach 
children to be aware of moving vehicles 
and to wait in safe areas where drivers 
can see them.

 ■ Accompany young children when 
they get in and out of a vehicle. Hold 
their hands when walking near moving 
vehicles, in driveways and parking lots. 

Mowing Matters

While it may seem like just a common 
household tool, thousands of children 
are injured in lawn mower accidents 
each year, some with severe effects.

Teach children to never play on or 
around a lawn mower, even when it is 
not in use. They should never be per-
mitted to walk along side, in front of or 
behind a moving mower. 

Children under six years of age should 

be kept inside the home while mowing.

Fire Safety Simplified

Every hour, approximately 16 children 
are injured from fi res or burns, accord-
ing to the Safe Kids Worldwide organi-
zation. Use these tips to keep your little 
ones safe around fi reworks, grills and 
other heat sources:

 ■ Teach kids never to play with match-
es, gaso line, lighter fl uid or lighters. 
Make a habit of placing these items up 
and away from young children.

 ■ Do not leave children unattended 
near grills, campfi res, fi re pits or bon-
fi res. Always have 
a bucket of water or fi re extinguisher 
nearby when burning fi res.

 ■ To ensure a safe celebration, leave 
fi reworks to the professionals.

 ■ If your child is injured by fi re or fi re-
works, immediately take them to a doc-
tor or hospital.

Playground 101

The Centers for Disease Control re-
vealed that emergency departments 
treat more than 200,000 children ages 
14 and younger for playground-related 
injuries every year. 

Before you let them play at the park 
or school playground, be sure 
they keep these precautions in mind:

 ■ Use appropriate and properly fi tting 
safety equipment when participating 
in any sport, such as helmets and gog-

gles, which can greatly reduce the risk 
of head and eye injuries.
■ Take your children to playgrounds 
with shock absorbing surfaces. Choose 
parks and play grounds that are appro-
priate for their age. Check for hazards 
or broken equipment and continuously 
supervise your children while they are 
at play. 

 ■ Teach children to use playground 
and sports equipment properly. 

 ■ Remind children that pushing, shov-
ing and crowding on the playground 
can result in accidents and injuries.

Make a Safe Splash

While playing poolside may be a 
blast, the Safe Kids Worldwide organiza-
tion also revealed that drowning is the 
leading injury-related cause of death for 
children between 1–4 years of age. 

Fill your family’s summer days with 
these safe practices around the water:

 ■ Teach children to never go near or 
in the water without an adult present. 
Children and adults should never swim 
alone.

 ■ Give children your undivided atten-
tion when they are swimming or near 
any body of water.

 ■ Always have your children wear a 
Coast Guard approved, properly fi tting 
life jacket while on a boat, around an 
open body of water or when participat-
ing in water sports.

To learn more, visit www.shrinershos-
pitalsforchildren.org/safesummer. 

Family Features 

Summer is a time 
of playground fun, 
camping, swim-

ming and other outdoor 
activities. When kids are 
outdoors, their sense of 
adventure and curiosity 
soars, which can, unfor-
tunately, lead to a higher 
risk of injuries.
In fact, according to 

the Safe Kids Worldwide 
organization, each year 
one in four children 14 
years of age and young-
er will sustain an injury 
that requires medical at-
tention. The good news 
is that many of these in-
juries 
are preventable by fol-
lowing a few simple tips 
and learning how to 
avoid accidents and in-
juries.
“We know kids are ac-

tive, especially during 
the summer months,” 
said John Cinotto, chair-
man of the board of di-
rectors of Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children. “At 
Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, we see pa-
tients every day with life-
changing injuries caused 
by accidents. We’re al-
ways working to help 
raise awareness that 
our medical experts are 
here to get young pa-
tients back on track to 
the childhood they de-
serve, regardless of the 
families’ ability to pay.”
Here are some tips to 

help your family safely 
enjoy all the fun summer 
has in store.

LOVE TO THE RESCUE

With a talented and experienced team of medical professionals, Shriners Hospitals for Children 
is transforming lives every day through innovative pediatric specialty care, world-class research 
and outstanding medical education.  One young patient who experienced this remarkable care 
is 14 year-old Brendon Wiseley, who lost his foot and part of his leg in a lawn mower accident. A 
fi fth genera tion race car driver, Wiseley was referred to Shriners Hospitals for Children when his  
fi rst prosthetic leg did not fi t correctly and was diffi cult to use. The event had caused him to lose 
hope of ever racing again. But with an experienced team of medical experts, he was provided 
with a custom-built prosthetic and child-centric rehabilitation that not only rebuilt his strength, but 
also his spirit. 
“I was injured in a lawn mower accident. Thanks to Shriners Hospitals for Children, 

I was able to get back to doing what I love,” said Wiseley, who is now a patient ambas sa dor for 
the organization.
With 22 locations in the United States, Canada and Mexico, the hospital provides advanced 

care for children with orthopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip and palate.

Drive with Care be kept inside the home while mowing. gles, which can greatly reduce the risk 
of head and eye injuries.

Family Features 
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Puzzle corner

DEAR ABBY: I love 
my daughter-in-law 
and I am afraid she is 
harming herself be-
cause of her addiction 
to tanning. Her boys 
are in high school and 
cannot remember their 
mother without a really 
dark tan. 

One son told his 
classmates in grade 
school that his moth-
er was African-Amer-
ican when they were 
doing African-Ameri-
can studies. (She’s Cau-
casian.)

My son says he can-
not convince her to 
“lighten up” a bit. I 
don’t know what to do. 
I am ... 

SO CONCERNED FOR HER 
IN ILLINOIS

DEAR SO CON-
CERNED: You are right 
to be concerned for 
your daughter-in-law. 
For years, dermatolo-
gists have cautioned 
the public about the 
dangers of exposure to 
the sun.

 With the invention of 
tanning beds, the rates 
of melanoma among 
young people have 
soared. For anyone 
who isn’t aware, mela-
noma is an aggressive 
type of skin cancer that 
can be fatal.

Tanning can be ad-
dictive, and you should 
urge your daughter-
in-law to discuss this 
with a dermatologist. 
Because tanning also 
causes premature ag-
ing of the skin, she 
should explore “sun-
less tanning,” which is 
much safer.

DEAR ABBY: We play 
softball at school a lot, 
and I can’t play well. I 
don’t know what to do, 
and the others laugh at 
me. What should I do? 

— ANXIOUS FOR ADVICE

DEAR ANXIOUS: I 
know of no athlete, 
amateur or profession-
al, who can become 
proficient at a sport 
without lots of prac-
tice. 

Talk to your coach 
about what you need to 
do to improve, and see 
if another adult would 
be willing to play catch 
and pitch to you.

 If you keep trying, 
you will improve. 

If not, there may be 
another sport you will 
like better.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as 

Jeanne Phillips, and was found-

ed by her mother, Pauline Phil-

lips. Contact Dear Abby at 

www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 

69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069. 

Family 
wants 

mom to 
lighten up 

on tan

Dear abby

JocelYn noVecK
AP National Writer

Maybe it’s too soon 
to say the tide has 
shifted definitively. 
But it’s certainly been 
a unique time for 
fairy-tale villains.

After hundreds of 
years of moral clarity, 
suddenly we’re getting 
a new look at these 
evil creatures, who 
are actually turning 
out to be complex be-
ings, and not that bad 
at all. Really, they’ve 
just been misunder-
stood. (And, by the 
way, those charming 
princes? Highly over-
rated.)

The most obvi-
ous recent example is 
“Frozen,” the animat-
ed Disney blockbust-
er that showed us how 
the Snow Queen, long 
portrayed as an icy-
hearted villain, was 
actually a tragic vic-
tim of circumstance, 
with a pure and lov-
ing heart. And now 
we have “Maleficent,” 
which tells us that one 
of the most evil char-
acters in all of pop 
culture is equally vul-
nerable and misun-
derstood.

All this is a rath-
er seismic develop-
ment in fairytale-dom. 
There are numerous 
versions of “Sleep-
ing Beauty,” stem-
ming back even be-
fore Charles Perrault’s 
from 1697, but the 
fairy who casts an an-
gry spell on the baby 
princess, dooming her 
to prick her finger, has 
always been, well, just 
nasty.

But now, 55 years af-
ter Disney introduced 
the character named 
Maleficent in its 1959 
classic film— and col-
ored her skin an eerie 

green — the studio is 
back with a live-action 
(not to mention 3D) 
Maleficent who’s more 
superheroine than evil 
fairy. Think Maleficent 
by way of Lara Croft.

And though Ma-
leficent is no lon-
ger green-skinned, 
it’s hard not to think 
of another green-
skinned villainess 
who’s also been reha-
bilitated, by means 
of the durable Broad-
way hit “Wicked”: the 
witch Elphaba from 
“The Wizard of Oz,” 
who, it turns out, 
we just didn’t know 
enough about.

And so it is in “Ma-
leficent,” in which di-
rector Robert Strom-
berg and screenwriter 
Linda Woolverton take 
us back to the fairy’s 
youth to better un-
derstand her. She’s a 
plucky young thing 
with lovely wings and 
bright pink lipstick, 
which will turn blood-
red when she be-
comes an adult (the 
fairy world clearly isn’t 
lacking for cosmetics.)

One day she meets a 
young man from that 
other, darker world, 
where humans live. 
The two form a strong 
bond. But the ugli-
est human emotions 
— jealousy and ambi-
tion — will intervene. 
Young Stefan will grow 
into the power-hun-
gry older Stefan (the 
wild-eyed South Afri-
can actor Sharlto Cop-
ley.) And his stunning 
betrayal of Maleficent 
will instantly harden 
her, turning her into 
the villainess we rec-
ognize.

Alas, the story’s still 

all about a guy, in the 
end. But we digress.

“Maleficent” is sure-
ly targeted to the same 
audience — young 
and female — which 
has so lovingly em-
braced “Frozen” and 
its appealing message 
of female solidarity 
and empowerment. 
But “Frozen” felt clev-
er, charming, and 
fresh. “Maleficent,” 
less so.

Part of this is due, 
paradoxically, to Jo-
lie’s star wattage. Don’t 
get us wrong: she’s 
the best thing about 
the movie, and always 
worth watching. But 
it blunts the effective-
ness of the narrative 
if we can never quite 
believe Maleficent is 
bad. That’s because 
we know she’s essen-
tially good, and she 
seems to know that we 
know it; You can see it 
in the upturned wrin-
kle of her mouth.

And frankly, the oth-
er characters are sim-
ply not that interest-
ing — Stefan, but also 
Elle Fanning’s Aurora, 
or “Sleeping Beauty.” 

In the end, “Malefi-
cent” is fun for its ap-
pealing visuals — es-
pecially in the forest 
— and for watching 
Jolie. But that’s not 
enough to make the 
whole film interesting. 
As the minutes tick by, 
you might even start 
feeling a bit like Sleep-
ing Beauty herself 
comes to feel: Drowsy.

“Maleficent,” a Walt 
Disney Studios re-
lease, is rated PG by 
the Motion Picture As-
sociation of Ameri-
ca “for sequences of 
fantasy action and 
violence, including 
frightening images.” 
Running time: 97 min-
utes.

Jolie’s a fun hero-
villain in ‘Maleficent’

Walt Disney Studios

Angelina Jolie in ‘Maleficent.’

Movie Review
CritiC’S rating:    ½
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HealtHy living

I would have tak-
en better care of my 
bones. Bone mass 
peaks in the early 30s. 
After that, everyone 
begins losing bone 
(osteoporosis). This 
makes the bones more 
vulnerable to fractures 
especially in the ver-
tebrae (bone building 
blocks of the spine), 
the wrist and hip.

Women start losing 
bone mass earlier and 
lose 30-50 percent of 
their bone mass. Men 
start losing bone later 
and, on average, have 
larger bones. As a re-
sult, they lose about 
20-30 percent of their 
total mass. In 2005 $19 
billion was spent on 
treating osteoporotic 
fractures.

Compression frac-
tures (squashing the 
bone) in either the 
last vertebra “fixed” 
in place by the rib or 
the first of the uncon-
strained vertebra of the 
lower back were called 
“grandma” fractures. 
As men are living past 
80 when the bone loss 
in men catches up with 
that in women, grand-
pa is starting to have 
the same problem.

One third of men 
with hip fractures and 
one in five women will 
die within one year of 

hip fracture. After a hip 
fracture, only one third 
of patients will return 
to pre-injury function. 
Many will not be able 
to return to indepen-
dent living.

Heredity, smoking, 
excessive alcohol in-
take, some drugs es-
pecially steroids and 
inactivity are all risk 
factors. Vitamin D and 
calcium defiencies are 
common as people eat 
out more. The current 
recommended daily 
amount of calcium is 
1,000-1,200 units and 
for vitamin D is 400-
800 units. Milk, even 
low fat milk has both 
calcium and vitamin D.

The best predictor of 
sufficient bone to pre-
vent fracture is a sig-
nificant fall without a 
fracture in your hip, 
wrist or vertebra. Since 
this “testing” meth-
od has obvious draw-
backs, Dexa scanning 

is preferred. It is rec-
ommended for women 
over 50 and men over 
65. For those with risk 
factors, scanning may 
be started at a young-
er age.

A quick screening 
test you can do your-
self is to subtract your 
age from your weight 
in kilograms and di-
vide by five. Wom-

en with a score of less 
than 2 and men with a 
score of less than 4 are 
considered at risk.

What can you do to 
decrease your fracture 
risk? Make sure you get 
enough calcium and 
vitamin D in your diet. 
Stop smoking. (This is 
easier said than done 
but will do many oth-
er good things for your 

overall health). Start 
doing regular weight-
bearing exercise (think 
walking). This is also 
good for your heart 
and your weight.

If these are not 
enough then you may 
want to talk to your 
doctor about bone 
strengthening drugs. 
Most of these work by 
slowing the work of 

the bone clean up cells 
(osteoclasts) to remove 
dead bone. There is 
also one that works by 
increasing bone for-
mation.

You can also help 
your children and 
grandchildren by en-
couraging healthy diet 
and exercise habits to 
build a bigger bone 
mass. It is also far eas-
ier not to start smok-
ing than it is to stop. 
Our Dad always told us 
that we did not have to 
worry about the long-
term effect of smoking 
as he would just kill us 
now. None of my sib-
lings smoke so I guess 
it worked!

Dr. Diana D. Carr treats pa-

tients at The Hand & Shoul-

der Specialists offering spe-

cialty care close to home 

with a concentration on heal-

ing shoulder, elbow, wrist and 

hand problems. She is certified 

by the American Board of Or-

thopaedic Surgery and a Fel-

low of the American Acade-

my of Orthopaedic Surgeons. 

Dr. Carr’s long list of achieve-

ments include being the ar-

ea’s only Orthopaedic Surgeon 

certified as a hand specialist. 

For more information, please 

visit http://hand-shoulder-

specialist.com or call (863) 

382-7777. This information 

is not intended to diagnose, 

treat or cure your condition.

If I had known I would live this long ...

Metro

The longer you live, the more bone you lose, which makes you more likely to suffer a fracture.

Guest coluMn

Dr. Diana Carr

S oon-to-be high school graduates Juan Patino, Tamara Stokes, 
Jessie Sanders and Jessica Sturgill are recipients of the 
annual Sonni Family Foundation Scholarship. After four years 

of hard work and dedication, the seniors will be on their way to 
college with the help of longtime community business owners and 
philanthropists Ashok and Rajeswarl Sonni.
 The Sonni’s built a successful medical practice from the ground 
up. Dr. Rajeswari was an early pediatrician and neonatologist in 
Highlands County while her physician husband Ashok Sonni was an 
Orthopedic Surgeon when they landed here 32 years ago. They have 
never forgotten their own humble beginnings In India and the help 
they received from others when they needed it most. 
 “We have been a part of this community for many years. We 
just want to give back a small portion of what we received both In 

India and here in United 
States. We want to be 
active in the community 
in a positive way” Sonni 
said. The Sonni’s have 
long been supporters 
of local organizations 
such as the Children’s 
Advocacy Center and 
similar agencies and 
work closely with South 

Florida State College for a number of things. Education is a big part 
of what makes the Sonni Famlly Foundation work. “The purpose of 
this scholarship is to help a student complete college and earn a 
bachelor’s degree by establishing a safety net for those who might 
otherwise fall through the cracks in our present system” said Sonni. 
 Four years ago, we started this and they currently have six 
students that are still receiving scholarship funds.” This year’s 
recipients from Avon Park,  Juan Patino and Tamara Stokes are two 
of only six applicants to apply for the scholarship at the high school. 
Of the nearly 30 applicants graduating from Sebring High School, 
the Sonni Family Foundation chose only Jessica Sturgill. Lake Placid’s 
recipient Jessie Sanders was one of 20 applicants from the high 
school. 
 Each of the students will receive a total of $16,000 each spread 
out over four years to complete their educations. Each semester the 
money will  be glven to either the student or the institution they 
are attending in monthIy Installments. Patino, Stokes, Sturgill and 

Sanders must all maintain a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 
3.0 in order to keep their scholarships. Recipients must attend an 
in-state community /state 
college or a public university 
and should take enough 
credit courses to qualify as a 
full time student. Whereas 
there no required courses 
to be under taken by the 
recipients, we do want them 
to get a college degree 
at the end of four years 
in order to qualify for the 
scholarship.
 The Foundation, which was established over a decade ago has 
made contlnulng to support the community as their top priority. 
“Both my children are Sebring High School graduates. They’ve gone 
on to complete their higher studies as Doctor and Banker and both 
are very successful. They whole heartedly subscribe to the notion 
that we have to continue to support the community where they came 
from and where they got a great education from. 
 This is something that we will always continue to do as a family 
as long as we have the resources” said Sonni. The Sonni Family 
Foundation pays out these scholarships through a generous donation 
made by Ashok and Rajeswari Sonni. 
 This year’s recipient Patino will attend the unlverslty of Central 
Florida following graduation. Stokes has planned to attend South 
Florida State College. Sanders will attend Barnett Honors College at 
the Unlversity of CentralFlorida. Sturgill will attend South Florida 
State College. Brittany 
Taylor Wentland, Jessica 
Leitch, Alexandra Torres, 
Donovan White, Alexxis 
Harris and Allison Mann 
are the six current 
college students still 
receiving funds from the 
Sonni Family Foundation.
 The 2013-2014 
school year marks the 
� rst year the Sonni Family Foundation has awarded four Scholarships 
to deservlng students in the county.

FOUR STUDENTS RECEIVE SONNI FAMILY FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP
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HealtHy living

Dear Pharmacist: 
I’ve been fainting (or 
almost fainting) sev-
eral times a year for 
the last six years, and 
no one has been able 
to figure out why. I’ve 
done every scan on 
my brain and arteries, 
and everything is nor-
mal. I take two blood 
pressure medications, 
something for depres-
sion and thyroid. What 
can you say to some-
one prone to fainting?  

 -- B.W., Silver Springs

Answer: Normal? 
It’s not normal to pass 
out. After passing out, 
a person requires lit-
tle more than just lying 
flat (supine) until con-
sciousness is regained. 
Smelling salts can help 
you ‘come to’ a little 
faster and you can buy 
those online. The real 
danger is hitting your 
head on the way down! 
Your physicians should 
keep asking the ques-
tion “Why?” The sud-
den loss of conscious-
ness from fainting is 
scary and occurs from 
diminished blood flow 
to the brain.

I’m relieved your 
scans are OK, but that 
leaves you in a quan-
dary as to how to man-
age another episode. 
I’ll help you think this 
through.

Most fainting is trig-
gered by damage to 
the vagus nerve, which 
connects your brain 
to your digestive sys-
tem. When you eat, this 
nerve sends blood to 
your stomach and in-
testines and pulls it 
from your brain. If it 

yanks too much, you 
could pass out.

Same thing can hap-
pen if you reduce 
blood pressure too 
quickly, if you bear 
down for bowel move-
ments, or if you vom-
it or have chronic diar-
rhea.

So eat slowly, and 
nurture your diges-
tive tract by eating 
well, taking probiot-
ics and avoiding food 
triggers. Check your 
blood pressure rou-
tinely, your medication 
dose may be too high, 
or the combination of 
your two drugs could 
be triggering this.

The vagus nerve is a 
touchy little nerve that 
could be infected. I tru-
ly believe most peo-
ple carry pathogens 
in their body that at-
tack the vagus nerve, 
and you don’t even 
know it. Images don’t 
show these bugs on 
MRIs, MRAs, CT or CTA 
scans.

Definitely avoid de-
hydration. Too little 
water in your blood-
stream lowers your 
blood pressure (plus 
you take medicine), 
and this stimulates the 
vagus nerve causing 

dizziness and fainting. 
Living in hot climates 
can make this worse. 
So can anxiety, like the 
sight of blood or shock-
ing news. Drinking al-
cohol or taking certain 
drugs, even prescrip-
tion drugs, can cause 
blood vessel relaxation 
and dehydration which 
cause fainting. Diuret-
ics like HCTZ, furose-
mide or natural diuret-
ics can make the lights 
go out in your brain!

Other medications 
that make you more 
prone to fainting in-
clude nitrates for an-
gina, stimulants for at-
tention-deficit, heart 
drugs and all the blood 
pressure medications.

A condition called 
“carotid sinus hyper-
sensitivity” occurs in 
elderly men and the 
slightest rubbing to a 
certain area of the neck 
can make you drop. 
Doctors don’t usually 
look for this. Heart dis-
ease, anemia and hy-
pothyroidism are oth-
er common causes for 
fainting.

More on that at my 
new website, www.
TheThyroidSummit.
com.

Bottom line is to 
keep exploring why the 
blood drains from your 
brain so quickly and 
don’t resign yourself to 
living with this.

Suzy Cohen is a registered 

pharmacist and the author of 

‘The 24-Hour Pharmacist’ and 

‘Real Solutions.’ For more in-

formation, visit www.suzyco-

hen.com. This information is 

not intended to treat, diag-

nose or cure your condition.

How to keep yourself 
from fainting spells

Dear Pharmacist

Suzy Cohen

Special to the News-Sun

Suzy Cohen, author 
of Dear Pharmacist, 
a popular column 
in the News-Sun, is 
hosting a worldwide 
event, broadcasting it 
via the Internet.

The Thyroid Sum-
mit, a free online 
event, will be avail-
able for viewing from 
June 2-9.

The Thyroid Sum-
mit brings together 
more than 30 of the 
world’s leading au-
thorities on thyroid 
wellness. 

You don’t have to fly 
anywhere. You don’t 
have to wait in long 
lines. You don’t have 
to watch from the 
back of a room. You 
don’t have to spend 
another dime to hear 
what the experts have 
to say. It’s all free!

There will be a dif-
ferent speaker at mid-
night each day during 
this week-long sum-
mit. 

The public can tune 

in every day for seven 
life-changing days.

The topics cov-
ered are broad, as in 
weight, depression, 
anxiety, heart, blood 
pressure, hair loss, li-
bido, etc. Some of the 
topics include:

 ■ Why conventional 
medicine has failed 
most thyroid pa-
tients
 ■ What are the best 
lab tests to order

 ■ Which blood test 
you don’t need
 ■ Why you’re always 
the coldest one in 
the room
 ■ What are the best 
ranges for certain 
blood tests (be-
cause your lab “nor-
mals” are not ideal)
To “save a seat” go 

to www.TheThyroid-
Summit.com and sign 
up any time during 
the week.

Cohen hosting Thryoid 
Summit June 2-9

Contact Us.

By Phone
8- ' (863) 385-6155
3 8 -
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By Mail
2227 US Hwy 27S
Sebring, FL 33870
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Places to WorshiP

Places to Worship is a paid ad-
vertisement in the News-Sun that 
is published Friday and Sunday. To 
place a listing in this directory, call 
the News-Sun at 385-6155, ext. 596.

AnglicAn
New life anglican Fellowship, 10 

N. Main Ave. (Woman’s Club), Lake 
Placid, FL 33852. Rev. Susan Rhodes, 
Deacon in Charge, (863) 243-3191; 
strhodes1020@yahoo.com. Sunday 
Worship, 10 a.m. Teaching, Holy Com-
munion, Music, Fellowship, Healing 
Prayer. “Pastoral and Spiritual”.

ASSEMBlY OF gOD
christ Fellowship church (assem-

bly of God), 2935 New Life Way. Bear-
ing His Name; Preaching His Doctrine; 
and Awaiting His Coming. “Worship-
ing God in Spirit and in Truth.” Sun-
day School, 9 a.m.; Morning Worship, 
10 a.m.; Evening Worship, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday: Worship, 7 p.m. Pastor 
Eugene Haas. Phone 471-0924.

First assembly of God, 4301 Ke-
nilworth Blvd., Sebring. The Rev. Wilm-
ont McCrary, pastor. Sunday School, 
10 a.m.; Morning Worship and KIDS 
Church, 11 a.m.; Evening Worship, 7 
p.m. Wednesday Family Night, (Adult 
Bible Study), LIFE Youth Group, Roy-
al Rangers, Missionettes, 7:30 p.m. 
Phone 385-6431.

BAPTiST
avon Park lakes Baptist church, 

22600 N. Highlands Blvd., Avon Park, 
FL 33825. George Hall,  Pastor. Christ 
centered and biblically based. Sunday 
worship services, 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. Nursery facilities are avail-
able. Bible studies at 9:45 a.m. Sun-
day and 7 p.m. Wednesday. Prayer 
Time 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday. Bible 
classes at 9:45 a.m. are centered for 
all ages. Choir practice at 5 p.m. Sun-
day. Church phone: 452-6556. 

Bethany Baptist church 
(GarBc)  We are located at the cor-
ner of SR17 and C-17A (truck route) in 
Avon  Park. Join us Sunday morning at 
9:00 AM for coffee and doughnuts, fol-
lowed with Sunday School for all ages 
at 9:30. Sunday morning worship ser-
vice begins at 10:30 a.m., and eve-
ning worship service is at 6 p.m. On 
Wednesdays, the Word of Life teen 
ministry and the Catylist class (20’s+) 
begin at 6:30 PM. The adult Bible and 
Prayer Time begins at 7 p.m. For more 
information go to www.bethanybapti-
stap.com or call the church office at 
863-452-1136. 

Faith Missionary Baptist church, 
off State Road 17 North of Sebring at 
1708 LaGrange Ave. Sunday School, 
10 a.m.; Morning Worship, 11 a.m.; 
Evening Worship, 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Service, 7 p.m. Deaf interpretation 
available. Ken Lambert, Pastor. Phone 
386-5055.

Fellowship Baptist church, 1000 
Maxwell St., Avon Park, FL 33825. 
Sunday: Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; 
Morning Worship, 10:45 a.m.; 
Wednesday: Evening Service, 7 p.m.; 
Children/Youth, 7 p.m. Telephone: 
453-4256. Fax: 453-6986. E-mail: of-
fice@apfellowship.org; Web site, www.
apfellowship.org.

First Baptist church of avon Park, 
N. Lake Ave., Avon Park, FL - 453-6681. 
Rev. Jon Beck, pastor; Rev. Johnattan 
Soltero, Hispanic pastor; Joy Loom-
is, director of music. Sunday – Sunday 
school, 9:30 a.m.; Worship, 10:45 a.m.; 
Children’s Church, 10:45 a.m.; Youth 
Choir, 4:30 p.m.; Evening Worship, 6 
p.m. Nursery provided for both services. 
Wednesday -  Wednesday Night Supper, 
5:15 p.m.; Children’s Choir, 5:45 p.m.; 
Youth Activities, 6 p.m.; Prayer Meet-
ing/Bible Study, 6 p.m.; Worship Choir 
Practice, 6 p.m.; Mission Programs for 
Children, 6:45 p.m. Hispanic Servic-
es: Sunday school at 9:30 a.m., wor-
ship service at 11 a.m. Wednesday Bi-
ble study at 7 p.m. To watch services 
online, go to the website at www.fbcap.
net. “In the heart of Avon Park, for the 
hearts of Avon Park.”

First Baptist church of lake Jose-
phine, 111 Lake Josephine Drive, Se-
bring (just off U.S. 27 midway between 
Sebring and Lake Placid). Your place for 
family, friends and faith. Sunday morn-
ing worship service is 11 a.m. Nursery 
is provided for both services with Chil-
dren’s Church at 11 a.m. Life chang-
ing Bible Study for all ages starts at 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday night worship at 6 
p.m. Wednesday Bible Study and Prayer 
meeting at 7 p.m. along with youth wor-
ship in the youth facility, and missions 
training for all children. Call the church 
at 655-1524.

First Baptist church of lake Placid, 
Knowing God’s Heart and Sharing God’s 
Hope, 119 E. Royal Palm St., Lake Plac-
id, FL 33852 (863) 465-3721, Website: 
www.fbclp.com. Email: information@
fbclp.com. Sunday services - Tradition-
al Service 9 a.m., Contemporary Ser-
vice 10:30 a.m. Link Groups at 9  and 
10:30 a..m., Wednesday Activities: Fam-
ily dinner at 5 p.m. ($4 per person, res-
ervations required). Prayer meeting, 
Youth Intersections, and MaxKidz Ex-
treme meet at 6:15 p.m. The church is 
at 119 E. Royal Palm St., Lake Placid. 
For information, call 465-3721 or go to 
www.fbclp.com.

First Baptist church of lorida locat-
ed right on U.S. 98 in Lorida. Sunday 
School begins at 9:45 a.m. for all ages. 

Sunday worship services are at 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Preschool care is pro-
vided at the 11 a.m. worship service. 
Wednesday evening Bible Study and 
Prayer meeting is at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by adult choir rehearsal. From Septem-
ber the AWANA groups meet. First Lori-
da is the “Place to discover God’s love.” 
For more information about the church 
or the ministries offered, call 655-1878.

First Baptist church, sebring, 200 
E. Center Ave., Sebring, FL 33870. 
Telephone: 385-5154. Rev. Matthew 
D. Crawford, senior pastor; Rev. Nuno 
Norberto, associate pastor, minister 
of music and senior adults; and Di-
xie Kreulen, preschool director. Group 
Bible Studies, 9:15 a.m.; Blended 
Service, 10:30 a.m.;  Mision Buatis-
ta Hispana, 2 p.m.; Sunday Evening 
Worship, 6 p.m. Wednesday night pro-
grams at the ROC begin 5:30 p.m., at 
church begin 6:30 p.m. Preschool and 
Mother’s Day Out for children age 6 
weeks to 5 years old. Call 385-4704. 
Website www.fbsebring.com

Florida avenue Baptist church, 
401 S. Florida Ave., Avon Park. Mailing 
address is 710 W. Bell St., Avon Park, 
FL 33825. Telephone, 453-5339. Rev. 
John D. Girdley, pastor. Sunday School, 
9:45 a.m.; Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.; 
11 a.m. Children’s Church; Sunday 
Evening Worship, 6 p.m. Wednesday 
night programs for children and youth 
at 6 p.m. and for adults at 6:30 p.m.

independent Baptist church, 5704 
County Road 17 South, Sebring, FL 
33876. Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
evening, 6 p.m. Wednesday service, 
7 p.m. Fundamental, soul-winning, 
mission-minded, King James Bible 
Church. Larry Ruse, pastor. Phone 
655-1899. Bus transportation.

leisure lakes Baptist church,  
808 Gardenia St., Lake Placid (just 
off of Miller at the west end of Lake 
June) “Where the old fashion gospel is 
preached.” Sunday  School begins at 
9:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship service at 
10:45 a.m.; Sunday Evening Service 
is at 6 p.m. Wednesday Prayer Meet-
ing and Bible Study at 6 p.m. Call the 
church at 699-0671 for more infor-
mation.

Maranatha Baptist church 
(GarBc), 35 Maranatha Blvd., Se-
bring, FL 33870 (A half mile east of 
Highlands Avenue on Arbuckle Creek 
Road.) Sunday School, 9 a.m.; Morn-
ing Worship, 10:15 a.m.; Evening 
Service, 6 p.m. Mid-week service, 
Wednesday, 6 p.m. Daily Prayer and Bi-
ble Study, 8 a.m., Hamman Hall. Pas-
tor Gerald Webber and Associate Pas-
tors Don Messenger and Ted Ertle. 
Phone 382-4301.

Parkway Free Will Baptist church, 
3413 Sebring Parkway, Sebring, FL 
33870. Welcome to the church where 
the “Son” always shines. Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.; Morning Worship, 11 
a.m.; Sunday Evening Worship, 6 p.m.; 
and Wednesday Evening Worship, 7 
p.m. End-of-the-Month-Sing at 6 p.m. 
on the last Sunday  of each month. 
The Rev. J.S. Scaggs, pastor. Church 
phone: 382-3552. Home phone: 214-
3025. Affiliated with the National As-
sociation of Free Will Baptists, Nash-
ville, Tenn. 

sparta road Baptist church, 
(sBc) 4400 Sparta Road. Evange-
list Roger Jaudon. Sunday school, 
9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Worship, 
11 a.m.; Sunday Evening Worship, 6 
p.m. Wednesday: Prayer/Bible Study, 
6 p.m. Nursery provided. For informa-
tion, call 382-0869.

southside Baptist church 
(GarBc), 379 S. Commerce Ave., Se-
bring. David C. Altman, Pastor. Sun-
day School for all ages, 9:30 a.m.; 
Morning Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.; 
Evening Worship, 6 p.m. Wednesday: 
Student ministry, 6:30 p.m.; Awana 
kindergarten through fifth grade, 6:30 
p.m.;  Adult Midweek Prayer and Bi-
ble Study, 7 p.m. A nursery for under 
age 3 is available at all services. Pro-
visions for handicapped and hard-of-
hearing. Office phone, 385-0752.

spring lake Baptist church, 
“Where the Bible is Always Open.” 
Pastor Richard Schermerhorn, 7408 
Valencia Road; 655-2610. Assistant 
Pastor Ronald Smith, 386-1610. On 
U.S. 98 at the Spring Lake Village II 
entrance. Sunday School, 9:45 a.m. 
for all ages; Morning Worship, 10:45 
a.m.; Sunday Evening Worship, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Mid-week Bible Study and 
Prayer Service, 6:30 p.m. Nursery 
available for all services.

sunridge Baptist church, (sBc) 
3704 Valerie Blvd. (U.S. 27 and Val-
erie, across from Florida Hospital), 
Sebring. Tim Finch, pastor. Sunday 
School, 9;30 a.m.; Sunday Morn-
ing Worship, 10:45 a.m.; and Sunday 
Evening Service, 6 p.m. Wednesday: 
Prayer, Bible Study, and Youth, 6:30 
p.m.Nursery provided. For information, 
call 382-3695.

cATHOlic
our lady of Grace catholic church, 

595 E. Main St., Avon Park, 453-4757. 
Father Nicholas McLoughlin, pastor. Fa-
ther Luis Pacheco parochial vicar. Satur-
day Vigil Mass is 4 p.m. in English and 
7 p.m. in Spanish; Sunday mass 8 and 
10:30 a.m.  in English. Weekday mass 
at 8 a.m. English confession at 3:30 
p.m. Saturday; Spanish confession at 
6:30 p.m. Religious Education Class-
es (September to May) are 9-10:20 
a.m.  Sunday for grades K through 5th. 
Grades 6th through Youth Bible Study 
are from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

st. catherine catholic church, 820 
Hickory St., Sebring. Parrish office/mail-
ing address: 882 Bay St., Sebring, FL 
33870, 385-0049, 385-6762 (Span-
ish); fax, 385-5169; email, office@st-
cathe.com; website, www.stcathe.com. 
School Office/Mailing, Principal Dr. Anna 
V. Adam, 747 S. Franklin St., Sebring, 
FL 33870; 385-7300; fax, 385-7310; 
email school@stcathe.com. School of-
fice hours 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. Clergy: Very Rev. José 
González, V.F., frjose@stcathe.com or 
385-0049; Parochial Vicar, Rev. Victor 
Caviedes, 385-3993; Assisting Priest 
(retired), Rev. J. Peter Sheehan; Decons, 
Rev. Mr. James R. McGarry and Rev. 
Mr. Max M. Severe. WEEKEND MASS 
SCHEDULE: Saturday: - 4 p.m.; Sun-
day - 8 and 10 a.m., 12 p.m. (Spanish), 
5 p.m. (Holy Family Youth Center), ev-
ery third Sunday of the month at 2 p.m. 
(French Mass). Daily Mass: Monday-Fri-
day, 8 a.m. and 12 p.m. Saturday at 9 
a.m. Sacrament of Reconcilliation: 7:15-
7:45 a.m. first Friday, 2:30-3:15 p.m. 
Saturday and 9-9:45 a.m. Sunday. Of-
fice Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday.

st. James catholic church, 3380 
Placidview Drive, Lake Placid, 465-
3215. Father Michael J. Cannon. 
Mass schedule: Sunday 8 a..m. and 
10 a.m. year round. Saturday Vigil 4 
p.m. Weekdays 9 a.m. Holy days 9:30 
a.m. (Vigil evening before at 7 p.m.) 
First Saturday of each month: Healing 
Mass, 9 a.m.

cHRiSTiAn
cornerstone christian church, 

(Saxon Hall) 1003 W. Pine St., Avon 
Park, FL 33825. Love Christ - Love 
People.  Jon Carter, Music Minister. 
Sunday, 9 a.m. Bible Study; 10 a.m. 
Worship; Communion available each 
week. Wednesday, 7 p.m. Fellowship 
Group. For more information call 453-
7679.

sebring christian church, 4514 
Hammock Road, Sebring, FL 33872. 
Tod Schwingel, Preacher. Kristy Mar-
vin, Childrens Director. Sunday Wor-
ship, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 11 
a.m.; Wednesday night meals, 5:30 
p.m. followed by classes at 6:30 p.m.  
Alzheimers Caregivers Support Group 
meets at 1 p.m. Thursdays. Phone 
382-6676.

First christian church (Disciples of 
christ), 510 Poinsettia  Avenue, (cor-
ner of Poinsettia and Eucalyptus), Se-
bring, FL 33870. Phone: 385-0358 or 
385-3435. The Rev. Ronald Norton, 
Pastor; Sunday School, 9 a.m.; Praise 
Breakfast, 10 a..m., Morning Worship, 
10:30 a.m.; Children’s Church, 10:30 
a.m.  Youth Fellowship, 7:15 p.m.

cHRiSTiAn & MiSSiOnARY         
AlliAncE

the alliance church of sebring, 
451 Sparta Road, Sebring, FL 33875. 
Call 382-1343. Rev. Steve Hagen, pas-
tor. Sunday services: Sunday School 
meets at 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning 
Worship Service meets at 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Bible Study meets at 
6 p.m. (off site); Wednesday Prayer 
Gathering meets at 6 p.m.

cHURcH OF BRETHREn
church of the Brethren, 700 S. 

Pine St., Sebring, FL 33870. Sunday: 
Church School, 9 a.m.; Morning Wor-
ship, 10:15 a.m. Wednesday: Temple 
Choir, 7:30 p.m.  Phone 385-1597.

cHURcH OF cHRiST
avon Park church of christ, 200 S. 

Forest Ave., Avon Park, FL 33825. Minis-
ter: Don Smith. Sunday Worship Servic-
es, 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Nursery facil-
ities are available at every service. Bible 
Study: Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and Wednes-
day, 7 p.m. Bible centered classes for 
all ages. Church phone: 453-4692.

heartland church of christ, Lake-
shore Mall - Suite 42 (outside entrance), 
901 U.S. Highway 27 N, Sebring, FL 
33870. Sunday worship, 9 a.m. to 
noon; Wednesday, Bible study, 7 p.m. 
Evangelist Carl Ford, (863) 402-2159. 

lake Placid church of christ,  1069 
Hwy 27 North, Lake Placid, FL  33852.  
Mailing address is P.O. Box 1440, Lake 
Placid, FL 33862.  Sunday morning wor-
ship is at 10 a.m.  Sunday evening wor-
ship is 6 p.m.  Bible class 9 a.m. Sun-
days and Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m.  
All are invited to join us. For more in-
formation, call the church at 863-465-
4636 or visit the website www.thelord-
sway.com/lakeplacidcofc/.

sebring Parkway church of christ, 
3800 Sebring Parkway, Sebring, FL 
33870; 385-7443. Minister: Kevin Patter-
son. Times of service are: Sunday Bible 
Class, 9 a.m.; Sunday Worship Service, 
10 a.m.; Sunday Evening Service, 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday Bible Class, 7 p.m. 

cHURcH OF gOD
church on the ridge,  Church of 

God, Anderson, Ind.; 1130 State Road 
17 North, Sebring, FL 33870. Worship 
Service Sunday, 10 a.m.; Bible Study 
and Prayer, Wednesday, 7 p.m. Pastor 
Dr. Collet Varner, (863) 382-0773.

cHURcH OF nAZAREnE
First church of the Nazarene of 

avon Park, P.O. Box 1118., Avon Park, 
FL 33825-1118. 707 W. Main St.  Sun-
day: Sunday school begins at 9:45 a.m. 
for all ages; morning worship at 10:45 
a.m.; and evening service at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday evening service is at 7 p.m. 

with special services for children and 
adults. If you need any more informa-
tion, call 453-4851.

church of the Nazarene of lake 
Placid, 512 W. Interlake Blvd., Lake 
Placid, FL 33852. Adult Sunday school, 
9:30 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:45 
a.m.; Wednesday evening: All church 
meal, 6 p.m.; Christian Life Study, 6:45 
p.m. Winter Life groups pending. Call 
446-1339. Pastor Tim Taylor.

cHURcHES OF cHRiST in      
cHRiSTiAn UniOn  

community Bible church - church-
es of christ in christian Union, (Or-
ange Blossom Conference Center) 
1400 C-17A North (truck route), Avon 
Park. Presenting Jesus Christ as the 
answer for time and eternity. Sunday 
morning worship service, 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery provided. Junior Church activi-
ties at same time for K-6 grade. Sun-
day School Bible hour (all ages), 9:30 
a.m. (Transportation available.) Sun-
day evening praise and worship ser-
vice, 6 p.m. Wednesday evening prayer 
service, 7 p.m. Children and youth ac-
tivities at 7 p.m. Wednesday. Everyone 
is welcome, please come worship with 
us. Tom Schwankweiler, Pastor. Phone 
453-6052.

EPiScOPAl
episcopal church of the re-

deemer avon Park, 910 W. Mar-
tin St., Avon Park, FL 33825 (U.S. 
27 across from Wells Motor Co.). 
Rev. Canon George Conger. Sunday 
services: Holy Communion at 9:30 
a.m.; Bible study Wednesday at 10 
a.m. Everyone is welcome. Come 
and worship with us; we would love 
to meet you. Church office, 453-
5664; fax, 453-4853. Visit us at our 
website at redeemeravonpark.com. 
Email redeemer1895@aol.com. Call 
the thrift store for hours open and 
donation pick up at 664-9668 or 
453-5664.

st. agnes episcopal church, 
3840 Lakeview Drive, Sebring, FL 
33870. Father Scott Walker. Sun-
day Services: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
- 7:30 a.m., Holy Eucharist Rite II - 
10 a.m. Nursery available for the 10 
a.m. service. Wednesday Bible study, 
9:30 a.m. Visitors are always wel-
come. Church office 385-7649, for 
more information. 

st. Francis of assisi anglican 
episcopal church, 43 Lake June 
Road, Lake Placid, FL 33852. Phone: 
465-0051. Rev. Elizabeth L. Nelson, 
Rector. Worship: Sunday, 8 a.m., 
10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday Bible 
study at 9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday Worship 6 
p.m. and Thursday 9 a.m. Holy Com-
munion with Healing. Call the thrift 
store for hours open - 699-0221.

EVAngElicAl FREE cHURcH 
OF AMERicA

the church of the Way eFca, 
1005 N. Ridgewood Drive, Sebring. 
Sunda1005 N. Ridgewood Drive, Se-
bring. Sunday school and worship 
service at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Youth activities, 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
days. The Way is a church family who 
gathers for contemporary worship, 
teaching of God’s Word, prayer and 
fellowship. Come early and stay after 
for fellowship time. Child care and 
children’s church are provided. Rein-
hold Buxbaum is pastor. The Way – 
A place for you. Office Phone: 471-
6140, Church Cell Phone: 273-3674. 
Email: thewaychurch@ hotmail.com. 
Web site: www.TheWayChurch.org

gRAcE BRETHREn
Grace Brethren church, 3626 

Thunderbird Road, (863) 835-0869. 
Dr. Randall Smith, senior pastor. 
Sunday services at 9 a.m., 10:45 
a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wednesday servic-
es at 7 p.m. We offer “Kid City” Chil-
dren’s Ministry throughout all ser-
vices, and there are variosu other 
classes for teens, married couples, 
“prime-timers,” and Bible studies in 
Spanish. “Kid City” Day Care, Pre-
school and After-School Monday-Fri-
day: 7 a.m.-6 p.m. (For registration 
call: 385-3111). Check us out on the 
Web at www.sebringgrace.org.

inDEPEnDEnT
First christian church, 1016 W. 

Camphor St., Avon Park, FL 33825; 
(863) 453-5334; on the Web at 
www.firstchristianap.com. Our mot-
to is “Jesus is First at First Christian 
Church.” Greg Ratliff, Senior Minis-
ter; Bible School 9 a.m.; Worship 
10 a.m.; Wednesday studies for all 
ages, 6 p.m. Nursery provided for all 
events.

inTERDEnOMinATiOnAl
 World harvest and restora-

tion Ministries, (non-denomination-
al) 2200 N. Avon Blvd.,(non-denom-
inational) 2200 N. Avon Blvd., Avon 
Park, FL 33825. Phone: 452-9777 
or 453-3771. Sunday service: Sun-
day School, 10 a.m. and worship, 11 
a.m. Wednesday services: 7 p.m. 
prayer meeting/Bible study. Pastor: 
W.H. Rogers.

lUTHERAn
atonement lutheran church 

(elca), 1178 S.E. Lakeview Drive., Se-

bring. Rev. Sharon Dorr and Deacon Da-
vid Thoresen will be the Spiritual Lead-
ers, alternating Sundays. Jim Helwig, 
organist. Worship service with the Holy 
Eucharist is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday. 
Birthday Sunday is the first Sunday of 
each month after the service. Council 
meeting is on the first Tuesday of each 
month. WELCA meets at noon second 
Tuesday of the month with a light lunch. 
Labyrinth Prayer Garden is open to the 
public 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. When in need of prayers or to talk 
to God, come to the Garden. Come and 
grow with us; we would love to meet you 
and your family. Don’t worry about how 
you look. Jesus went to the temple in a 
robe and sandals. Quilting classes every 
Monday at 6 p.m. Looking for quilters or 
people willing to learn. Call 840-3303.

christ lutheran church avon Park 
– lcMs, 1320 County Road 64, 1/2 
mile east of Avon Park High School 
past the four-way stop sign. Sun-
day Divine Worship is at 10 a.m. 
Holy Communion is celebrated ev-
ery week with traditional Lutheran 
Liturgy, hymns and songs of praise. 
Fellowship time with coffee and re-
freshments follows worship. Come 
worship and fellowship with us. For 
information call Pastor Scott McLean 
at (863) 471-2663 or see christlu-
theranavonpark.org.

Faith lutheran church – 
lcMs,2740 Lakeview Dr, Sebring; 
Church phone: 385-7848; Faith Child 
Development Center: 385-3232. Sun-
day Worship Service: 9 a.m. Com-
munion served 1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
day. Sunday School & Bible Classes: 
10 a.m. Worship Svc. Broadcast at 
10 a.m. on WITS 1340AM each Sun-
day. Educational opportunities include 
weekly adult Bible studies, Faith’s 
Closet Thrift Store (385-2782) is open 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. 
All are warmly welcome in the Family 
of Faith.

Good shepherd lutheran church 
(AALC) American Association of Lu-
theran Churches, 3240 Grand Prix 
Drive, Sebring, FL 33872. James 
Weed, pastor. Worship Service, 
10:30 a.m. Sunday. Bible Study, 9 
a.m. Nursery provided. Social activi-
ties: Choir, Missions, Evangelism. 
Phone 385-2346.

New life evangelical lutheran 
church, 3725 Hammock Road, a 
Congregation of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Synod (ELS) in fellowship with 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod (WELS). Sunday Worship at 10 
a.m.; Bible Study, 9 a.m. For more 
information, call Pastor Luke Willitz 
at 385-2293 or visit the Web site at 
www.newlifesebring.com.

resurrection lutheran church - 
elca, 324 E. Main St., at Memorial 
Drive, Avon Park. Pastor Rev. John C. 
Grodzinski. Sunday worship 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Worship Service is at 7 
p.m. Open Communion celebrated at 
all services. “God’s Work, Our Hands.”

trinity lutheran church - lcMs, 
25 Lakeview St., Lake Placid, FL 
33852; 465-5253. The Rev. Rich-
ard A. Norris, pastor; Susan C. Nor-
ris, Trinity Tots Pre-School director 
Education Hour, 8:45 a.m.; Wor-
ship service, 10 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion each first and third Sunday. 
Children’s Church scheduled during 
worship service, 4-year-olds through 
fifth grade. Nursery provided during 
worship service for infants to 3-year-
olds. Seasonal Mid-Week Services 
each Wwednesday evening during 
Advent and Lent. Call church office 
at 465-5253 or visit the website at 
www.Trinitylutheranlp.com. Other ac-
tivities and groups include: Choir; 
Ladies Guild and LWML; Men’s Fel-
lowship Group, Small Group Bible 
Studies; Trinity Tots Pre-school, and 
Youth Group.

nOn-DEnOMinATiOnAl
Bible Fellowship church, 3750 

Hammock Road, Sebring, FL 33872. 
Sunday: American Sign Language: 
First Worship sermon, songs signed 
first and second Worship services. 
First Worship service, 9 a.m.; Sec-
ond Worship service, 10:45 a.m. 
Nursery (up to 2 years old) and Sun-
day school classes both hours. BFC 
Youth, 6 p.m.; Evening Service, 6 
p.m. Wednesday: Children, ages 4 
yrs through 5th grade, 6 p.m.; Youth, 
6-7:30 p.m.; Prayer time, 6:15 p.m. 
Todd Patterson, pastor; Andy Mc-
Quaid, associate pastor. Web site 
www.bfcsebring.com. Church office 
385-1024.

calvary church, 1825 Hammock 
Road, Sebring, FL 33872; 386-4900. 
An independent community church. 
Sunday morning worship, 10 a.m.; 
Bible study, 11:15 a.m.; Sunday eve-
ning service, 6 p.m. Pastor Lester 
Osbeck. A small friendly church wait-
ing for your visit. 

christian training Ministries inc., 
on Sebring Parkway. Enter off County 
Road 17 on Simpson Avenue. Sun-
day service is at 10 a.m.; Wednes-
day Bible study at 7 p.m. A nursery 
and children’s church are provided. 
The church is part of Christian Inter-
national Ministries Network, a full 
gospel, non-denominational ministry. 
Linda M. Downing, minister, lindad-
owning@live.com. Casey L. Downing, 
associate minister, caseydowning@
hotmail.com. Church phone: 314-
0482. Web site: www.ctmforme.com

crossroads of life,148 E. Interlake 
continued on next page
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Blvd., Lake Placid, FL 33852; Tel. 863-655-
9163. The place of your Divine appointment. 
We expect our supernatural God to trans-
form our lives through His power and grace. 
Come, learn of His plan and destiny for you. 
With His plan we receive His provision along 
with His perfect timing and opportunity. What 
you have longed for, but have been missing, 
can now be received. The direction you have 
been thirsty for will suddenly quench your 
parched soul. Come to experience what you 
have been missing for so long – empower-
ment in every area of life. We teach, train 
and send forth to win souls. You don’t speak 
English – no problema. We have a Span-
ish interpreter. We look forward to fellow-
ship and worship with you at 7 p.m. every 
Wednesday. Pastoers Gil and Rosa Benton 
(Faith Never Fails).

Faith & Familylife Worship Center, Pas-
tors Leroy and JoAnn Taylor invite you to dis-
cover one of Sebring’s hidden treasures 
at 2349 U.S. 27 South (Banyan Plaza off 
Sparta Road and Lake Jackson). We pro-
vide biblical solutions for everyday challeng-
es through our multicultural worship ser-
vices available on Sundays at 11 a.m. and 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Child care is avail-
able for all who attend. For more informa-
tion, all 385-1800. Plan your first visit. Mat-
thew 7:7 says, “Ask and it will be given to 
you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you.” Our guests are 
very important, so please let us know how 
we can meet your need by emailing theffwc@
gmail.com. Our mission at Faith & Familylife 
is centered around Restoring Lives, Families 
and Communities.

Grace Bible Church, 4541 Thunderbird 
Road, (second church on left) Sebring, FL 
33872. Phone, 382-1085. Dustin Woods, 
lead pastor. Saturday Worship, 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, 9 and 11 a.m. Monday, 5:30-7:30 
p.m.; Wednesday, Children’s & Youth Pro-
grams, 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 8:30 p.m., Col-
lege Ministry. www.GBCconnected.org

Highlands Community Church, a casual 
contemporary church, meets at 3005 New 
Life Way. Coffee at 9:30 a.m.; Worship at 
10 a.m. Nursery and Kid’s World classes. 
Small groups meet throughout the week. 
Church phone is 402-1684; Pastor Bruce 
A. Linhart. 

New Beginnings Church of Sebring, wor-
shiping at The Morris Chapel, 307 S. Com-
merce Ave., Sebring, FL 33870. Pastor 
Gary Kindle. Bible study every Sunday, 9 
a.m. Blended Church Service, 10:15 a.m. 
Phone (863) 835-2405. newbeginningsch-
urchofsebring.com  Begin your week with 
us.

The Lord’s Sentinel Fellowship Church, 
148 E. Interlake Blvd., Lake Placid (at Lake 
Placid Christian School), Pastor Juanita Fol-
som. Sunday morning service, 10:30 a.m.; 
Monday, Sentinel School of Theology, 7 p.m.; 
Church service, Tuesday, 7 p.m. More infor-
mation at www.juanitafolsomministries.com.

Union Church, 106 N. Butler Ave., Avon 
Park, FL 33825.  Sunday traditional worship 
service is at 7:45 a.m. (October through 
Easter) and 9 a.m. Contemporary Sunday 
worship service is at 10:45 a.m. Nursery 
and children’s church available. Wednes-
day night worship with Pastor Tiger Gullett 
and CrossTalk with Pastor Bill Breylinger at 
6 p.m. Breakfast and lunch menus at Sol-
id Grounds. Senior Pastor is Bill Breylinger. 
Office: 453-3345. Web page at www.wea-
reunion.org.

Unity Life Enrichment Centre,new loca-
tion, 10417 Orange Blossom Blvd. S., Se-
bring, FL 33875; 471-1122; e-mail unity@
vistanet.net. Web site, www.unityofsebring.
org. 10:30 a.m. Sunday Celebration Ser-
vice, Nursery and Children’s Church. Week-
ly Classes, Christian Bookstore and Cafe, 
Prayer Ministry, Life Enrichment Groups. 
Rev. Andrew C. Conyer, senior minister 
transforming lives from ordinary to extraor-
dinary.

PRESBYTERIAN
Covenant Presbyterian Church (PCA), 

4500 Sun ‘N Lake Blvd., Sebring, 33872-
2113. Pastor Tom Schneider. A Congregation 
of the Presbyterian Church in America. Sunday 
morning worship: Traditional service, 10:30 
a.m.; Sunday school, 9:15 a.m. Wednesday 
evening Prayer Meeting, 6 p.m.; Children’s/
Youth Group, 5:30-7 p.m.; choir practice, 7:15 
p.m. Phone: 385-3234; Fax: 385-2759; e-
mail: covpres@strato.net; Web site: www.cpc-
sebring.org. Office hours: 8:30-12:30 a.m. 
Monday-Friday.

Avon Park — First Presbyterian Church 
ARP, 215 E. Circle St., (two entrances on La-
Grande), Avon Park, FL 33825. Phone: 453-
3242. The Rev. Robert Johnson is the pastor. 
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Sunday Worship, 
10:45 a.m.; Wednesday Bible study, 10:30 
a.m.; Potluck dinner, 6 p.m. third Wednesday; 
choir practice, 6 p.m. each Wednesday; Chil-
dren Ministry and Youth Group, 6 p.m. each 
Sunday; Mary Circle business meeting, 1 p.m. 
second Wednesday; Sarah Circle business 
meeting, 4 p.m. second Thursday; Women’s 
Ministries Combined Bible study, 4 p.m. third 
Thursday. Be a part of a warm, caring church 
family with traditional services, following bib-
lical truth.

Lake Placid — First Presbyterian Church, 
ARP, www.fpclp.com, 117 N. Oak Ave., Lake 
Placid, 465-2742. The Rev. Ray Cameron, se-
nior pastor; the Rev. Drew Severance, asso-
ciate pastor.  Sunday Traditional Worship, 9 
a.m.; Contemporary Worship, 11 a.m.; Sun-
day School, 10:10 a.m. In addition, children’s 
church (K-2nd grade) will be provided during 
the 11 a.m. worship service, and children’s ju-
nior church (3rd-5th grade) is at the 11 a.m. 
worship service. Wednesday evenings: Adult 
small group Bible Study 7 p.m. (Nursery avail-
able), Youth Group  (6-12th grades) 7 p.m.,  
nursery and children’s ministry, 7 p.m. Family 
Biblical Counseling available by appointment. 

Sebring — First Presbyterian Church, ARP, 

319 Poinsettia Ave., Sebring, FL 33870. 385-
0107. Email: faith@strato.net, Rev. Darrell A. 
Peer, pastor. Sunday School, all ages, 9:30 
a.m.; Fellowship Time, 10:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service, 11 a.m. Tuesday: Youth Groups meet 
for devotions/Bible study, crafts, sport activi-
ties and dinner. Middle and high school, 3:30-
6:30 p.m. Elementary School, 4-5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday: Adult Bible Study, 10:30 a.m.  
Choir Rehearsal, 5:30 p.m. A nursery is avail-
able during worship. Call the church office for 
more information and other classes.    

Spring Lake Presbyterian Church (USA), 
5887 U.S. 98, Sebring, FL 33876. Sunday 
School, 8:30 a.m.; Worship Service, 10 a.m. 
Nursery available. Session meets at 7 p.m. 
the second Tuesday of the month, Septem-
ber through June. Board of Deacon’s meet at 
5:30 p.m. first Monday of the month. Choir 
rehearses at 7 p.m. each Wednesday. Adult 
Bible study is Tuesdays at 11 a.m. Pastors: 
John and Harriet Davis. Organist: Richard 
Wedig. Choir Director: Suzan Wedig. Church 
phone, 655-0713; e-mail, springlakepc@
embarqmail.com, Web site, http://slpc.em-
barqspace.com.

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Avon Park Seventh-day Adventist Church, 

1410 West Avon Blvd., Avon Park. Phone: 
453-6641 or e-mail: avonparksda@embarq-
mail.com, Sabbath School, 9:30 a.m Satur-
day. Church Service 10:45 a.m. Saturday. 
Wednesday prayer meeting 7 p.m. Communi-
ty Service hours on Tuesday and Thursday is 
from 9:00 a.m. till 2 p.m. A sale takes place 
the first Sunday of each month. Senior Pas-
tor Frank Gonzalez. Walker Memorial Academy 
Christian School offering education for kinder-
garten through 12th grades. ALL ARE WEL-
COME. Associate Pastor is Ryan Amos. Web-
site is www.discoverjesus.org

Sebring Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 
2106 N. State Road 17, Sebring; 385-2438. 
Worship Services: 9:15 a.m. Worship hour, 
11 a.m. Prayer meeting, Tuesday, 7:15 p.m.  
Community service:  every Monday 9-11 a.m. 
Health Seminar with Dr. Seralde, every Friday, 
10:00 a.m.  Pastor Nathan Madrid.

THE CHURCH OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints, 3235 Grand Prix Dr., Sebring, Fl 
33872; (863) 382-9092 Steve Austin, Bish-
op; Mark Swift, 1st Counselor; Del Murphy, 
2nd Counselor. Family History Center (863) 
382-1822. Sunday Services: Sacrament 
Meeting, 10-11:10 a.m.; Gospel Doctrine, 
11:20 a.m. to noon; Priesthood/Relief Soci-
ety, 12:10-1p.m.; Primary for children, 11:15 
a.m. to 1 p.m.; Youth Activities: Wednesdays, 
7-8:20 p.m. Scouts: first and third Wednes-
day, 7-8:20 p.m. Activity Days: 8-11 yr old 
Boys and Girls, second and fourth Wednes-
days, 7-8:20 p.m.

THE SALVATION ARMY
The Salvation Army – Center for Worship. 

Sunday: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; Holiness 
meeting, 11 a.m.; and Praise meeting and 
lunch, noon. Tuesday: Bible study, 6:30 p.m.; 
and Women’s Ministries, 7 p.m. Wednesday: 
Youth Ministries, 4 p.m. All meetings are at 
120 N. Ridgewood Ave., Sebring. For more in-
formation, visit the Web site www.salvationar-
mysebring.com or call Major Bruce Stefanik at 
385-7548, ext. 110. 

UNITED METHODIST
First United Methodist Church, 105 S. 

Pine St., 105 S. Pine St., Sebring, FL 33870. 
Pastor John A. Bryant. Traditional Worship 
Service at 8:10 and 10:50 a.m. in the sanctu-
ary, Contemporary Worship in the FLC at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday School at 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Methodist Youth Fellowship at 5:30 p.m. Sun-
days  The 10:55 a.m. Sunday worship ser-
vice is broadcast over WITS 1340 on AM dial. 
There is a nursery available at all services.

First United Methodist Church, 200 S. 
Lake Ave., Avon Park, FL 33825. (863) 453-
3759, Rev. Gary Pendrak, Pastor. Sunday 
School - 9 a.m., Worship - 10:30 a.m. Bible 
study every Wednesday at 6 p.m. Visit us at 
our church website: www.fumcap.org.

Memorial United Methodist Church, 500 
Kent Ave., (overlooking Lake Clay) Lake Plac-
id, FL, 33852. Rev. Tim Haas, pastor. Rev. 
Claude H.L. Burnett, pastoral assistant. Rev. 
Jerry McCauley, visitation pastor. Sunday wor-
ship services: Worship Service, 8:30 a.m. and 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. Loving 
nursery care provided every Sunday morning. 
Youth Fellowship, 5 p.m. We offer Christ-cen-
tered Sunday school classes, youth programs, 
Bible studies, book studies and Christian fel-
lowship. We are a congregation that wants to 
know Christ and make Him known. Check out 
our church website at www.memorialumc.com 
or call the church office at 465-2422. Lakev-
iew Christian School, VPK to Grade 5, 465-
0313.

St. John United Methodist Church, 3214 
Grand Prix Drive, Sebring, FL 33872. The Rev. 
Ronald De Genaro Jr., Pastor. Sunday School, 
9:30 a.m.; Adult Sunday School, 11 a.m.; 
Sunday Morning Worship, 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Nursery provided for all services. 
Phone 382-1736. www.stjohnsebring.org

Spring Lake United Methodist Church, 
8170 Cozumel Lane, (Hwy 98) Sebring. The 
Rev. Clyde Weaver Jr., Pastor. Worship ser-
vice starts at 9:55 a.m. Bible Study meets at 
10:00 a.m. on Tuesday. Choir Practice at 4:00 
p.m. on Thursday. Church office phone: 655-
0040.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Emmanuel United Church of Christ,  Jesus 

didn’t reject people, neither do we. Join us for 
worship every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and you’ll 
be embraced by a compassionate congrega-
tion that is all-inclusive. We’re at the corner 
of Hammock and Hope. Choir and Bell Choir 
practice on Wednesday; Bible studies through-
out the week. 471-1999; sebringemmanue-
lucc.com.

PLACES To WoRSHiP

Religion

Even a casual read-
er/student of the Bible 
recognizes the division 
of the Old Testament 
and New Testament 
and their many differ-
ences. 

One of the most ev-
ident difference is 
seen in the priest and 
priesthood. A Biblical 
and historical under-
standing of this mat-
ter is essential in un-
derstanding the gospel 
of Christ and the blood 
purchased church of 
Christ and the bless-
ings therein.

The patriarchs 
(Noah, Abraham, Job, 
Isaac, Jacob, etc.) per-
formed priestly acts 
in their capacity as fa-
thers of the family or 
heads of clans.

From the begin-
ning, priesthood with 
its acts of worship was 
thus recognized as a 
Divinely instituted of-
fice. But in pre-Mosa-
ic times there was no 
special class of priest 
recognized. Priest-
ly succession in a sin-
gle family was estab-
lished by the authority 
of God through Moses 
in Exodus 28:1-3.

From this time on-
ward the priesthood 
(priest and high priest) 
of Israel was confined 
to the family of Aaron. 
All of these served as a 
shadow of the real that 
was to come: “There-
fore, if perfection were 
through the Levitical 
priesthood (for under 
it the people received 
the law), what further 
need was there that 
another priest should 
rise according to the 
order of Melchizedek, 
and not be called ac-
cording to the order of 
Aaron? For when the 
priesthood is changed, 
of necessity there 

takes place a change 
of law also” (Hebrews 
7:11,12).

The Hebrew letter, 
an inspired treatise ex-
pounding the supe-
riority of the gospel 
of Christ in a point to 
point comparison to 
the law, clearly por-
trays Jesus as the High 
Priest. (2:17; 3:1; 6:20; 
8:1) This position of Je-
sus, Messiah, Christ is 
shared with no man: 
“Seeing then that we 
have a great High 
Priest who has passed 
through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our 
confession, for we do 
not have a High Priest 
who cannot sympa-
thize with our weak-
nesses, but was in all 
points tempted as we 
are, yet without sin” 
(Hebrews 4:14,15). 
This profound truth is 
repeated in 1 Timothy 
2:5,6: “For there is one 
God, and one mediator 
also between God and 
men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave Him-
self as a ransom for all, 
the testimony given at 
the proper time.”

The doctrines and 
councils of men have 
introduced the con-
cept that Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, and 
“saints” are interces-
sors also. This is sup-
posed to be supported 
by James 5:16: “There-
fore, confess your sins 
to one another, and 
pray for one anoth-
er so that you may be 
healed. 

The effective prayer 
of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.” 
The claim is that Mary 
was sinless (no such 

Biblical doctrine) and 
therefore her prayers 
are more powerful. 
Righteous does not 
mean sinless as proved 
by the context and the 
example of Elijah in 
verses 17,18 where he 
is described as a man 
with a nature like ours! 
Praying to statutes 
of Mary or any per-
son has their origin in 
man and not Revela-
tion! Paul’s sermon in 
Athens (Acts 17:23-31) 
carries the same mes-
sage and warning as 
Jehovah’s law to Isra-
el, “You shall have no 
others gods before Me” 
(Exodus 20:3).

Let us hear the con-
clusion of the mat-
ter: “For it was fitting 
for us to have such a 
high priest, holy, inno-
cent, undefiled, sep-
arated from sinners 
and exalted above the 
heavens; who does not 
need daily, like those 
high priests, to offer 
up sacrifices, first for 
His own sins and then 
for the sins of the peo-
ple, because this He 
did once for all when 
He offered up Himself” 
(Hebrews 7:26,27).

The one and only 
Advocate is clearly 
identified: “My little 
children, I am writing 
these things to you so 
that you may not sin. 
And if anyone sins, we 
have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous; and He 
Himself is the propiti-
ation for our sins; and 
not for our sins only, 
but also for those of 
the whole world” (1 
John 2:1,2). Amen!!

Frank Parker can be contacted 

at frankparker27@gmail.com. 

Guest columns are the opin-

ion of the writer, not necessar-

ily those of the News-Sun staff.

Monday Night of 
Prophesy June 2

SEBRING — Pastor 
Reinhold Buxbaum 
from The Church 
of the Way at 1005 
N. Ridgewood Dr., 
Sebring will present the 
monthly Monday night 
prophesy at Homer’s 
Restaurant at 6:30 p.m. 
on June 2.

He takes the cur-
rent events happen-
ing around the world, 
especially the Middle 
East and relates them 
to biblical prophecy. 
You may come early 
and treat yourself to a 
meal beforehand if you 
wish.

VBS set at 
First Baptist of 
Lake Placid

LAKE PLACID — 
First Baptist Church of 
Lake Placid at 119 East 
Royal Palm St. will host 
Vacation Bible School 
June 9-13.

The theme is 
“Weird Animals--
Where Jesus’ Love Is 

One-of-a-Kind.” 
It will be open for 

children age 4 (Pre-
K) through fifth grade 
and will be from 9 a.m. 
until noon.

Pre-register online at 
www.fbclp.com or call 
465-3721.

VBS set at LP 
Memorial United 
Methodist

LAKE PLACID — 
Wilderness Express 
Vacation Bible School 
at Memorial United 
Methodist Church 
starts Sunday, June 15 
until Thursday, June 
19 from 5:30-8 p.m. 
Dinner is provided for 
all students.

The students will ex-
plore what life was 
like for the ancient 
Israelites. They’ve es-
caped slavery in Egypt 
but now what? There 
will be music, craft 
projects in the Israelite 
camp, visits with 

Moses, dinner, and 
much more.

VBS is available to all 
students entering kin-
dergarten up to stu-
dents entering sixth 
grade. Memorial is lo-
cated at 500 Kent Ave. 
in Lake Placid. 

To register visit www.
memorialumc.com 
or visit the church of-
fice at 436 Kent Ave For 
more information, call 
863-465-2422

VBS set at 
Sebring Christian

SEBRING — Sebring 
Christian Church, 4514 
Hammock Road, will 
host Vacation Bible 
School June 8-13.

The theme is “Weird 
Animals: Where Jesus’ 
Love is One of a Kind.” 
There will be amazing 
experiments, untamed 
games, incredible 
music and lip-smack-
ing snacks.

It will be held from 
6-8:30 p.m. each day 
and is open to K3 
through fifth grade.

Call 382-6676.

SnapShotS
LOCAL RELIgION

Comparative religion — 
the origin of the priest

gUEST COLUMN

Frank Parker
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Avon Park 
Christian Church

AVON PARK — 
Pastor Greg Ratliff 
will be bringing ser-
mon No. 4 of the “God 
is NOT Dead” ser-
mon series on Sunday. 
Pastor Greg’s sermon, 
“Make A Choice,” will 
look at the scripture 
from Joshua 24:15. 
Pastor Greg will be 
asking you to “make a 
belief choice now and 
stand firm on your 
choice no matter what 
anyone says.”

Wednesday evening 
at 6 PM we have Bible 
Studies for all ages. We 
hope you can join us 
for learning, fellow-
ship and fun!

Avon Park Christian 
Church is at 1016 W. 
Camphor (behind the 
Wells Fargo Bank). 
Call 453-5334 or email 
avonparkchristian-
church@yahoo.com.

Christian 
Training Church

SEBRING — Rev. 
Linda M. Downing will 
bring the message ti-
tled “The Kingdom of 
Heaven: Part 6” at the 
Sunday morning ser-
vice. The Wednesday 
night Bible study is the 
Gospel of John.

Faith Lutheran 
Church

SEBRING — Sunday, 
the church celebrates 
The Seventh Sunday 
of Easter. Guest Pastor 
Tony Douches will 
deliver his sermon 
based on the days 
readings, “Beyond 
Belief: Exploring the 
Character of God”.

The first study is 
God’s holiness at 
1 p.m. Thursday.

For more infor-
mation on any 
event, check the 
Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/
FaithLutheranSebring

First Baptist 
Church of Lake 
Josephine

SEBRING — Sunday 
will be a special ‘fa-
vorite’ Sunday ser-
vice! By popular vote 
of the congregation, 
Pastor Kevin Ahrens 
will preach on the 
most ‘favorite’ sermon 
topic. The congrega-
tion will hear the most 
‘favorite’ scripture, 
sing the most ‘favorite’ 
songs, and listen to its 
most ‘favorite’ singer.

Coming soon will be 
Vacation Bible School 
Preregistration Day. 
From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, June 14 kids 
will enjoy a huge ‘gyn-
animous’ water slide. 
There’ll be crafts, 
snacks and fun as kids 
pre-register for VBS, 
which begins Sunday, 
June 22. Kids, just 
wear a bathing suit 
and a t-shirt, bring a 
towel and join the fun!

First Baptist Lake 
Josephine is at 111 
Lake Josephine Drive 
in Sebring, halfway 
between Sebring and 
Lake Placid. For more 

information, call (863) 
655-1524.

First Christian 
Church of Sebring 
Disciples of Christ

SEBRING — 
Sunday’s message is 
from 1 King 17: 12-
14, “The Widow of 
Zarephath” by Pastor 
Ron Norton.

Greeting the con-
gregation will be 
Johnny Kelly. Elders 
are Sandra Laufer and 
Linda Ellis.

The church is at 510 
Poinsettia Ave. Call 
(863) 385-0352.

First Presbyterian 
Church of 
Avon Park

AVON PARK — 
On Sunday, Pastor 
Bob Johnson’s ser-
mon is titled “A Wise 
and Understanding 
People”, based on 
Deuteronomy 4:1-10.

Members are asked 
to bring non-perish-
ables for the Church 
Service Center.

Special music will 
be by organist Cheryl 
Sanders, playing 
“Moment by Moment” 
on the piano.

The adult Sunday 
School class will be on 
furlough from June 1 
until Sept. 7.

Installation of 
Women’s Ministries of-
ficers will take place 
during the morning 
worship service.

On June 7, there will 
be no quarterly lun-
cheon. The Youth 
Group will travel to 
Myakka State Park for 
a fun day.

The church is at 215 
E. Circle St. (with two 
entrances on Lagrand 
Street). Call the church 
at (863) 453-3242 or 
check out the website 
at avonparkapchurch 
or check out the Avon 
Park Chamber website.

Grace Pointe 
Ministries

SEBRING — Grace 
Pointe Ministries 
meets at 200 Lark 
Ave., Sebring 
Hills Association 
Clubhouse. Sunday 
morning Worship 
Experience celebrates 
Pentecost Sunday.

The Tuesday Home 
Bible Study series con-
tinues in “Messiah: 
Shadow to Image”.

Call the church of-
fice for location and 
directions at (863) 
658-2534.

The 2014 Florida 
Camp Meeting will be 
from June 9-13 at Lake 
Wimauma Convention 
Center/Campground. 
Call (813) 620-3366, 
ext. 119 for service 
times and speakers.

Heartland 
Christian Church

SEBRING — Pastor 
Ted Moore’s ser-
mon this week will 
be “On Fearing God” 
with scripture from 

Proverbs 9:10.
The service will in-

clude specials by 
Bev Nuske and Dave 
Nuske.

Bible study will re-
sume in September.

The church is at 
2705 Alternate Route 
17 South in Sebring 
(behind Publix). Call 
(863) 314-9693.

Independent 
Baptist Church

SEBRING — Sunday, 
Independent Baptist 
Church will celebrate 
its 30th anniversa-
ry. Former members 
and visitors are invited 
to be part of this spe-
cial time of celebra-
tion. Former Pastor 
and prsent Evangelist 
Dr. John Hankins will 
speak.

Pastor Larry Ruse 
will kick off the 
Families By Faith 
Conference, preach-
ing the Sunday eve-
ning service. The 
conference will con-
tinue at 7 p.m. 
Monday through 
Wednesday.

The church’s new 
logo will also be re-
vealed during the 
Sunday morning ser-
vice. The service will 
honor some of the 
long-standing mem-
bers on this special 
anniversary.

The church is at 5704 
County Road 17 South. 
Call (863) 655-1899 for 
information, or visit 
the website at ibcse-
bring@gmail.com.

Memorial United 
Methodist Church

LAKE PLACID — 
Pastor Tim Haas will 
preach “Waiting for 
the Power” using Acts 
1:6-14 at both ser-
vices. Devotions to 
prepare for this ser-
mon are available for 
download at www.
memorialumc.com. 
Holy Communion 
will be served at both 
services.

Sunday is Promotion 
Sunday. Rising fourth-
graders move to be 
a part of the 45 Zone 
Sunday School class. 
Also, rising sixth-grad-
ers become part of 
the youth group on 
Sunday mornings and 
are invited to come 
to the Lighthouse at 
5 p.m. Sunday, June 8.

Coming soon, the 
Wilderness Express 
Vacation Bible School 
starts Sunday, June 15 
until Thursday, June 
19 from 5:30-8 p.m. 
Dinner is provided for 
all students.

The students will ex-
plore what life was 
like for the ancient 
Israelites. They’ve es-
caped slavery in Egypt 
but now what? There 
will be music, craft 
projects in the Israelite 
camp, visits with 
Moses, dinner, and 
much more.

New Beginnings 
Church

SEBRING — On 
Sunday, Pastor Gary 
Kindle’s sermon is ti-

tled “A Prowling, 
Roaring Lion” based 
on 1 Peter 5: 6-11

The church’s pres-
ent location is The 
Morris Chapel, 307 S. 
Commerce Ave. For 
more information, call 
(863) 835-2405.

St. Agnes 
Episcopal Church

SEBRING — Sunday, 
the seventh Sunday 
of Easter, the Holy 
Eucharist. Morning 
Bible Study is at 
9:30 a.m. Wednesday. 
On Thursday, there is 
an evening Bible Study 
with light dinner.

For more informa-
tion about church 
activities, call the 
church office at (863) 
385-7649.

St. John United 
Methodist Church

SEBRING — Pastor 
Ronald De Genaro Jr. 
will bring the mes-
sage, “The Real Lord’s 
Prayer”, with scrip-
ture reading from John 
17:1-11 on Sunday.

Men’s Prayer and 
Fellowship Breakfast 
begins at 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesday in the fel-
lowship hall.

Sparta Road 
Baptist Church

SEBRING — Roger L. 
Jaudon, evangelist, will 
resume full-time evan-
gelistic ministries be-
ginning June 1. Jaudon 
has served, on an in-
terim basis, as a sup-
ply preacher for Sparta 
Road Baptist Church 
for over the past year.

Sparta Road Baptist 
will introduce new 
speakers and continue 
in its effort to install 
a full-time interim 
pastor or a full-time 
pastor.

The church has 
served the Sparta Road 
community for over 20 
years. It has recently 
celebrated its annual 
homecoming.

Jaudon, at the in-
vitation of the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic 
Association, attended 
and participated in the 
Historic International 
Conference of 
Itinerant Evangelists 
held in Amsterdam, 
the Netherlands.

Spring Lake 
Presbyterian 
Church

SEBRING — Co-
pastors John and 
Harriet Davis, will 
offer communion on 
Sunday. The Sermon 
will be “Looking Up” 
along with Scripture 
from Acts 1;6-12.

Look for the 
big white cross 
on Highway 98. 
Fellowship with cook-
ies, coffee and punch 
follows worship 
service.

Vacation Bible 
School will be June 
9-13 from 8 a.m. to 
noon for K-third 
grade. This year will 
be “Weird Animals.” 
Call 655-0713 for 
information.

SnapShotS
church services

There was once a 
preacher’s family who 
was very poor (hard 
to believe, huh?). 
The wife came home 
from shopping one 
day with a dress that 
was very expensive. 
In fact, it was simply 
more expensive than 
they could afford. 
In an effort to justi-
fy her purchase, the 
wife told her husband 
that the temptation 
to have the dress was 
more than she could 
bear, so she bought it.

The preacher re-
sponded to his wife’s 
claim of overwhelm-
ing temptation by 
asking, “Did you tell 
Satan to get behind 
you?”

“As a matter of fact 
I did,” replied the 
wife, “and he said the 
dress looked marvel-
ous from the back, as 
well.”

Many times, I wish 
that I could wave 
some sort of mag-
ic wand and do away 
with all of the temp-
tations in my life. 
I know, without a 
doubt, that I want 
to do what is right, 
but I do not always 
make the right deci-
sions. However, when 
I choose the wrong 
path, it is not be-
cause I cannot help it. 
Rather, it is because I 
give in to the tempta-
tion, instead of find-
ing the way out that 
God promises to pro-
vide me.

1 Corinthians 10:13 
reads, “No temptation 
has overtaken you but 
such as is common to 
man; and God is faith-
ful, who will not al-
low you to be tempt-

ed beyond what you 
are able, but with the 
temptation will pro-
vide the way of es-
cape also, so that you 
will be able to endure 
it.” In other words, no 
temptation can over-
take us, unless we al-
low it to happen. God 
always provides a way 
to escape sin and Sa-
tan.

The next time you 
hear someone say, 
“The devil made me 
do it,” realize that you 
are listening to an ex-
cuse given by a per-
son who has made a 
bad choice but refuses 
to take responsibility 
for his actions.

When it comes right 
down to it, choosing 
to live the right way 
or the wrong way is 
just that — a choice. 
And, it is our choice to 
make. 

So, which path will 
you choose? Make it 
the path to Heaven.

Kevin’s Komments is written 

by Kevin Patterson and pre-

sented by the Sebring Park-

way church of Christ as-

sembling at 3800 Sebring 

Parkway, Sebring, FL 33870. 

Find them on the internet at 

www.sebringcoc.com, or e-

mail us at sebringparkway@

sebringcoc.com. Guest col-

umns are the opinion of 

the writer, not necessari-

ly the staff of the New-Sun.

The devil DID NOT 
make you do it!

Kevin’s Komments

Kevin Patterson

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(AP) — The na-
tion’s largest Protes-
tant denomination 
saw membership de-
cline for the seventh 
straight year in 2013, 
according to an an-
nual report released 
Wednesday.

The report by the 
Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s publishing 
arm, Lifeway Chris-
tian Resources, puts 
total membership in 
the Nashville-based 
SBC at 15.7 million. 
That’s down from 15.9 
million in 2012, a de-
crease of a little less 
than 1 percent.

Weekly church at-
tendance decreased 
more than 2 percent 
last year, falling to 5.8 
million as a weekly av-
erage for the year.

The report also 
notes a 1.5 percent de-
crease in the number 
of baptisms, falling to 
310,368. Baptisms are 
an important measure 
for the denomination 
because of its strong 
commitment to evan-

gelism.
The convention has 

been concerned about 
the membership and 
baptism trends for 
several years. After 
2012 saw a drop in 
baptisms of 5.5 per-
cent, a task force was 
convened to study 
why. The group of 
pastors released their 
report earlier this 
month and recom-
mendations includ-
ed praying for a “spiri-
tual awakening in our 
churches and our na-
tion.”

Lifeway President 
and CEO Thom S. 
Rainer said in a news 
release about the 2013 
declines, “I am grieved 
we are clearly losing 
our evangelistic effec-
tiveness.”

David W. Key Sr., di-
rector of Baptist stud-
ies at Emory Universi-
ty’s Candler School of 
Theology, said the de-
clines are not surpris-
ing. They mirror an 
overall decline in Prot-
estant church mem-
bership .

Less Southern Baptist 
members for 7th year
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LEGAL

NOTICES

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY,

FLORIDA
JUVENILE DIVISION

CASE NO. JP14-000063-XX
IN THE INTEREST OF:
B., N. L.
Minor children DOB
SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF ADVISO-
RY HEARING FOR TERMINATION OF

PARENTAL RIGHTS 
AND GUARDIANSHIP

THE STATE OF FLORIDA TO:
COURTNEY KAY CROYLE
DOB:  02/11/1992
Address Unknown
and
ZACHARY TYLER BROWN
DOB:  11/09/1991
Address Unknown

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a
Petition for Termination of Parental
Rights under oath has been filed in the
above-styled Court by the Department
of Children & Families, seeking the ter-
mination of your parental rights to:

N. L. B.
a white female child
born 02/24/2010

and you are hereby commanded to
personally appear before the Honor-
able Sheryl D. Snodgrass, a Magis-
trate/hearing officer in the Juvenile
Division of the Circuit Court in and for
Highlands County, State of Florida, on
the 11th day of June, 2014 at 10:00
A.M., at the Highlands County Court-
house, 430 South Commerce Avenue,
Sebring, Florida, Courtroom 1A.
YOU MUST PERSONALLY APPEAR ON
THE DAY AND TIME SPECIFIED OR
YOU WILL LOSE ALL RIGHTS AS A
PARENT TO THE CHILD NAMED IN THE
PETITION. YOUR FAILURE TO PERSON-
ALLY APPEAR WILL BE DEEMED TO BE
YOUR CONSENT TO THE TERMINA-
TION OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS TO
THE CHILDREN NAMED IN THE PETI-
TION.
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO HAVE AN
ATTORNEY REPRESENT YOU IN THIS
MATTER. IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD AN
ATTORNEY, YOU MUST BE PRESENT
AND REQUEST THAT THE COURT
APPOINT AN ATTORNEY FOR YOU IF
YOU WANT ONE.
In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, persons with  disabili-
ties needing a special accommodation
to participate in this proceeding
should contact the individual or
agency sending the notice at 1968
Sebring Parkway, Sebring, FL 33870,
Telephone:  (863)402-7722, not later
than seven (7) days prior to the pro-
ceeding. If hearing impaired, (TDD) 1-
800-955-8771, or voice (V) 1-800-
955-8770, via Florida Relay Service.
ROBERT W. GERMAINE, CLERK
By /s/  Anita Reiley
Deputy Clerk
DATED THIS 6TH DAY OF MAY, 2014.

ROBERT W. GERMAINE, CLERK
(Clerk’s Seal)

May 16, 23, 30; June 6, 2014

NOTICE OF ACTION
16

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA

IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO. 14000195GCAXMX
NOTICE OF ACTION - CONSTRUCTIVE

SERVICE
TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFI-
CIARIES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES,
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS,
TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS WHO
MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE
ESTATE OF BERTHA l. TRUSCOTT
whose residence is unknown if
he/she/they be living; and if
he/she/they be dead, the unknown
defendants who may be spouses,
heirs, devisees, grantees, assignees,
lienors, creditors, trustees, and all par-
ties claiming an interest by, through,
under or against the Defendants, who
are not known to be dead or alive, and
all parties having or claiming to have
any right, title or interest in the prop-
erty described in the mortgage being
foreclosed herein.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an
action to foreclose a mortgage on the
following property:
LOT 16, FAIRMOUNT MOBILE
ESTATES, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT

NOTICE OF ACTION
16

THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 9, PAGE 12, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY,
FLORIDA, TOGETHER WITH 1979
JACOBSON MOBILE HOME HAVE ID#
3C5640A AND 3C5640B.
has been filed against you and you are
required to serve a copy of your writ-
ten defenses, if any, to it on counsel
for Plaintiff, whose address is 6409
Congress Avenue, Suite 100, Boca
Raton, Florida 33487 on or before
June 4, 2014 (30 days from Date of
First Publication of this Notice) and file
the original with the clerk of this court
either before service on Plaintiff’s
attorney or immediately thereafter;
otherwise a default will be entered
against you for the relief demanded in
the complaint or petition filed herein. 
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this
Court at Highlands County, Florida,
this  9th day of May, 2014.

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
BY:  /s/  Priscilla Michalak

DEPUTY CLERK
14-41140

May 30; June 6, 2014

Century Storage- Bayview
2609 Bayview Street
Sebring, FL 33870

(863) 386-0880

Notice of this Public Sale or Auction of
the contents of the following storage
units located at Century Storage-
Bayview 2609 Bayview Street,
Sebring, FL 3387 on 6/13/2014 at
11:00am. Contents are to contain
Household Goods/Business Items
unless otherwise specified

Unit Number Tenant Name
AA005       Beharie, Melissa
E324        Packer, Marquitisha
F424        Washburn, Howard

May 30; June 6, 2014

Classified = Sales
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA,
IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY

Case No.:  GCS 14-182
Judge:  Estrada

JUAN OSCAR GONZALES and
MATILDE PENELOPE GONZALES,
Husband and Wife
(Plaintiff)
vs.
NATIONAL LOTS, Inc.,
a Florida Corporation, ANDREW
SESTA, and unknown spouse if
Married, CARLOS CAMPANA and
INEZ CAMPANA, Husband and Wife
(Defendants)

NOTICE OF ACTION - PROPERTY
TO:  Inez Campana

2513 W. Chestnut Lane
Port St. Lucie, FL 34953

Andrew Sesta
2513 W. Chestnut Lane
Port St. Lucie, FL 34953

Carlos Campana
2513 W. Chestnut Lane
Port St. Lucie, FL 34953

Unknown Spouse of Andrew Sesta
2513 W. Chestnut Lane
Port St. Lucie, FL 34953

or if any of the aforesaid persons is
dead, then his or her unknown heirs,
devisees, legatees or grantees; and
any and all other persons or parties
claiming by, through, under or against
them; and all claimants, persons or
parties, natural or corporate, or
whose exact legal status, if known,
claiming under any of the above
named or interest in and to the lands
hereafter described.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an
Action to Quiet Title for the following
described property in Highlands Coun-
ty, Florida, to wit:

Lot 10, Block 13 of Sebring Hills
South according to the plat thereof
recorded in Plat Book 8, Page 93,
Public Records of Highlands County,
Florida.
has been filed against you and you are
required to serve a copy of your writ-
ten defenses, if any to it, on the Plain-
tiff(s) attorney, whose name and
address is:  David F. Lanier, Esq., PO
Box 400, Avon Park, Florida 33826-
0400, an file the original with the Clerk
fo the above styled Court on or before
July 2, 2014, otherwise a judgment
may be entered against you for the
relief demanded in the Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of
said Court on May 22, 2014.

ROBERT W. GERMAINE,
Clerk of Circuit Court

By:  /s/  Priscilla Michalak
Deputy Clerk

May 30; June 6, 13, 20, 2014

NOTICE
OF AUCTION
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Notice is hereby given that Down-
town Mini Storage LLC will sell at pub-
lic auction at 195 S. Railroad Ave,
Avon Park, Florida 33825 at 1:00 P.M.
Saturday 7th June 2014 to the highest
bidder.
Items held for Melanie C. Hamilton,
washing machine, stereo, microwave,
2 coolers, tv, pots, coffee table, king
bed, boxes & bags of unknown con-
tents.
Items held for Sarah J. Locke, bb gun,
sleeping bag, turkey fryer, gun case,
table, suitcase, boxes of unknown con-
tents.
Items held for Socha Lewis, 2 beds,
crib, chair, nightstand, mirror, toys,
boxes & bags of unknown contents.

May 30; June 1, 2014

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO. PC 14-193

Probate Division
IN RE: ESTATE OF
KAREN W. WARCHOL
SHROYER, a/k/a KAREN WARCHOL
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Summary Administration)

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS
OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE ABOVE
ESTATE:

You are hereby notified that an
Order of Summary Administration has
been entered in the estate of KAREN
W. WARCHOL SHROYER, deceased,
File Number PC 14-193, by the Circuit
Court for HIGHLANDS County, Florida,
Probate Division, the address of which
is 590 S. Commerce ave., Sebring, FL
33870; that the decent’s date of death
was February 28, 2014; that the total
value of the estate is $7,900.00 and
that the names and addresses of
those to whom it has been assigned
by such order are:
Name/Address
KEVIN H. MORAHAN
1022 Red Rock Canyon Drive
Katy, TX 77450-3719
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE NOTI-
FIED THAT:

All creditors of the decedent and 
persons having claims or demands
against the estate of the decedent
other than those for whom provision
for full payment was made in the Order
of Summary Administration must file
their claims with this court WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SEC-
TION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PRO-
BATE CODE. ALL CLAIMS AND
DEMANDS NOT SO FILED WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED. NOTWITHSTAND-
ING ANY OTHER APPLICABLE TIME
PERIOD, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2)
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECE-
DENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
Notice is May 30, 2014.

Person Giving Notice:
/s/  Kevin H. Morahan

1022 Red Rock Canyon Dr.
Kathy, TX 77450-3719

Attorney for Person Giving Notice
/s/  Pamela T. Karlson
Florida Bar Number:  0017957
301 Dal Hall Blvd.
Lake Placid, FL 33852
Telephone:  (863) 465-5033
Fax:  (863) 465-6022
E-Mail:  pam@karlsonlaw.com

May 30; June 6, 2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. PC 14-143

Division
IN RE:  ESTATE OF
FRANCIS L. GERO
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Theadministration of the estate of

Francis L. Gero, deceased, whose
date of death was October 31, 2013,
is pending in the Circuit Court for High-
lands County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is 590
South Commerce Avenue, Sebring, FL
33870. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the
personal representative’s attorney are
set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent’s estate on
whom a copy of this notice is required
to be served must file their claims with
this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
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THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent’s estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICTION OF THIS
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this
notice is May 23, 2014.

Personal Representative:
Rebecca J. Fuller

Post Office Box 104
Port Kent, NY 12975

BREED & NUNNALLEE, P.A.
Attorneys for Personal Representative
325 NORTH COMMERCE AVENUE
SEBRING, FL 33870
By:  /s/  E. Mark Breed III
E. MARK BREED III
Florida Bar No. 338702

May 23, 30, 2014
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. PC 14-181

Division
IN RE:  ESTATE OF
BARBARA L. GERO
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Theadministration of the estate of

Barbara L. Gero, deceased, whose
date of death was November 2, 2013,
is pending in the Circuit Court for High-
lands County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is 590
South Commerce Avenue, Sebring, FL
33870. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the
personal representative’s attorney are
set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent’s estate on
whom a copy of this notice is required
to be served must file their claims with
this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent’s estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICTION OF THIS
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this
notice is May 23, 2014.

Personal Representative:
Rebecca J. Fuller

Post Office Box 104
Port Kent, NY 12975

BREED & NUNNALLEE, P.A.
Attorneys for Personal Representative
325 NORTH COMMERCE AVENUE
SEBRING, FL 33870
By:  /s/  E. Mark Breed III
E. MARK BREED III
Florida Bar No. 338702

May 23, 30, 2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. PC 14-183

Division
IN RE:  ESTATE OF
ERNEST M. BREED, JR.
a/k/a ERNEST M. BREED
a/k/a E.M. BREED
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Theadministration of the estate of

Ernest M. Breed, Jr., deceased, whose
date of death was March 16, 2014, is
pending in the Circuit Court for High-
lands County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is 590
South Commerce Avenue, Sebring, FL
33870. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the
personal representative’s attorney are
set forth below.

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
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All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent’s estate on
whom a copy of this notice is required
to be served must file their claims with
this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent’s estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICTION OF THIS
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this
notice is May 23, 2014.

Personal Representative:
E. Mark Breed III

325 North Commerce Avenue
Sebring, FL 33870-3206

BREED & NUNNALLEE, P.A.
Attorneys for Personal Representative
325 NORTH COMMERCE AVENUE
SEBRING, FL 33870
By:  /s/  E. Mark Breed III
E. MARK BREED III
Florida Bar No. 338702

May 23, 30, 2014

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE 10TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY,
FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.:  2013CA000520

FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION,
Plaintiff,
vs.
ALEJANDRO LOPEZ; THE 
MERCADO ASSOCIATION, INC.;
UNKNOWN TENANT #1;
UNKNOWN TENANT #2; IN 
POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT
PROPERTY, 
Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated
the 29th day of April, 2014, and
entered in Case No. 2013CA000520,
of the Circuit Court of the 10TH Judi-
cial Circuit in and for Highlands Coun-
ty, Florida, wherein FEDERAL NATION-
AL MORTGAGE ASSOCIATION is the
Plaintiff and ALEJANDRO LOPEZ; THE
MERCADO ASSOCIATION, INC.;
UNKNOWN TENANT #1; and
UNKNOWN TENANT #2 N/K/A EJAJ
CHOWDHURY IN POSSESSION OF THE
SUBJECT PROPERTY are defendants.
The Clerk of this Court shall sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash at
the, HIGHLANDS COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, 430 SOUTH COMMERCE
AVENUE, SEBRING, FL 33870, 11:00
AM on the 17th day of June, 2014, the
following described property as set
forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 25, BLOCK 250, SUN ‘N LAKE
ESTATES OF SEBRING UNIT 13,
ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT
THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 9, PAGE(S) 71, PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY,
FLORIDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST
IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY
OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN
60 DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a eprson with a disability
who needs assistance in order to par-
ticipate in a program or service of the
State Courts System, you should con-
tact the Office of the Court Adminis-
trator at (863)534-4686 (voice),
(863)534-7777 (TDD) or (800)955-
8770 (Florida Relay Service), as much
in advance of your court appearance
or visit to the courthouse as possible.
Please be prepared to explain your
functional limitations and suggest an
auxiliary aid or service that you believe
will enable you to effectively particpate
in the court program or service.

Dated this 30th day of April, 2014.
ROBERT W. GERMAINE

Clerk Of The Circuit Court

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE
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By:  /s /  Toni Kopp
Deputy Clerk

11-20220
May 30; June 6, 2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND

FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.:  

28-2009-CA-001607-A000XX
FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE 
ASSOCIATION,
Plaintiff,
vs.
CHRISTOF J. COOK; PAMELA V. COOK;
UNKNOWN TENANT #1; UNKNOWN
TENANT #2, 
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
a Final Summary Judgment of Foreclo-
sure dated April 29, 2014, entered in
Civil Case No.:  28-2009-CA-001607-
A000XX of the Circuit Court of the
Tenth Judicial Circuit in and for High-
lands County, Florida, wherein FEDER-
AL NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSOCIA-
TION, Plaintiff, and CHRISTOF J.
COOK; PAMELA V. COOK; are Defen-
dants.
I will sell to the highest bidder for
cash, in the Jury Assembly Room in
the basement of the Highlands County
Courthouse, 430 S. Commerce
Avenue, Sebring, FL 33870, at 11:00
AM, on the 17th day of June, 2014,
the following described real property
as set forth in said Final Summary
Judgment, to wit:
LOT 32, LAKE HUNTLEY ESTATES,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE
100, PUBLIC RECORDS OF HIGH-
LANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA.
A/K/A:  119 DANBAR DR, LAKE
PLACID, FL 33852
If you are a person claiming a right of
funds remaining after the sale, you
must file a claim with the clerk no later
than 60 days after the sale. If you fail
to file a claim you will not be entitled to
any remaining funds. After 60 days,
only the owner of record as of teh date
of the lis pendens may claim the sur-
plus.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of the
court on April 30, 2014.
ROBERT W. GERMAINE
CLERK OF THE COURT  (COURT SEAL)
By:  /s/  Toni Kopp
Deputy Clerk
11-28370
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
Please contac the Office of the Court
Administrator, 255 North Broadway
Avenue, Bartow, FL 33830, (863)534-
4686, at least seven days before your
scheduled court appearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving this notification
if teh time before the scheduled
appearance is less than seven days; if
you are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.

May 30; June 6, 2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CASE NO. 28-2012-CA-001145

BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO BAC
HOME LOANS SERVICING, LP, FKA
COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS
SERVICING, LP,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
DENISE R. BENOIT, ET AL.
DEFENDANT(S).

NTOICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant

to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated February 5, 2014, in the
above action, I will sell to the highest
bidder for cash at Highlands, Florida,
on 11th day of June, 2014, at 11:00
AM, at Basement of courthouse in Jury
Assembly Room - 430 S. Commerce
Ave., Sebring, FL 33870 for the fol-
lowing described property:

LOT 28 AND THE SOUTH 1/2
OF LOT 29, BLOCK 30, OF
LEISURE LAKES, SECTION FOUR,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK
6, PAGE 29, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.

Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens must file a claim
within sixty (60) days after the sale.
The Court, in its discretion, may
enlarge the time of the sale. Notice of
the changed time and sale shall be
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published as provided herein.
/s/  Priscilla Michalak

Deputy Clerk of the Court
May 23, 30, 2014

CLASSIFIED
WORKS!

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR

HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO. 2010CA000600
PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO
NATIONAL CITY BANK SUCCES-
SOR BY MERGER TO HARBOR
FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK,
Plaintiff,
vs.
BODHNARAINE HARPARSAD;
BHARATI HARPARSAD; SWARESH
HARPARSAD; PLACID LAKES AVIA-
TION ESTATES HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant

to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated April 29, 2014, and entered in
Case No. 2010CA000600 of the Cir-
cuit Court of the Tenth Judicial Circuit
in and for Highlands County, Florida,
wherein PNC BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO NATIONAL CITY BANK
SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO HAR-
BOR FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK, is
the Plaintiff and BODHNARAINE
HARPARSAD; BHARAT
HARPARSAD; SWARESH
HARPARSAD; PLACID LAKES AVIA-
TION ESTATES HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC. are the Defen-
dant(s). Robert Germaine as Clerk of
the Circuit Court will sell to the highest
and best bidder for cash, the Jury
Assembly Room 430 S. Commerce
Ave., Sebring, FL 33870, at 11:00 AM
on June 17, 2014, the following
described property as set forth in said
Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT 2, IN BLOCK 48, OF
PLACID LAKES SECTION NINE-
TEEN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 9, PAGE 14, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an interest in the
surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens must file a claim
within 60 days after the sale.
Dated this 30th day of April, 2014.

Robert Germaine
As Clerk of the Court
By:  /s/  Toni Kopp

As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT

If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the Office of the Court
Administrator, (863)534-4690, at
least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled apperance
is less than 7 days; Notice of Foreclo-
sure Sale; if you are hearing or voice
impaired, call TDD (863)534-7777 or
Florida Relay Service 711.
13-08574

May 30; June 6, 2014

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN

AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY,
FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
CASE NO. 2008CA000644

NATIONAL CITY MORTGAGE,
Plaintiff,
vs.
ARIEL PADRON, et.al.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant

to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated May 8, 2014, and entered in
Case No. 2008CA000644 of the Cir-
cuit Court of the Tenth Judicial Circuit
in and for Highlands County, Florida,
wherein NATIONAL CITY MORT-
GAGE, is the Plaintiff and ARIEL
PADRON; HELEN LASASSO;
SPRING LAKE PROPERTY ASSOCI-
ATION INC.; UNKNOWN SPOUSE
OF ARIEL PADRON NKA DAMARIS
ROCUO; UNKNOWN TENANTS;
FRANK LASASSO are the Defen-
dant(s). Robert Germaine as Clerk of
the Circuit Court will sell to the highest
and best bidder for cash, the Jury
Assembly Room 430 S. Commerce
Ave., Sebring, FL 33870, at 11:00 AM
on June 10, 2014, the following
described property as set forth in said
Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT 9, BLOCK P, SPRING LAKE
VILLAGE II, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 9, PAGE 43, PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an interest in the
surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens must file a claim
within 60 days after the sale.
Dated this 9th day of May, 2014.

Robert Germaine
As Clerk of the Court
By:  /s/  Toni Kopp

As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT

If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the Office of the Court
Administrator, (863)534-4690, at
least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled apperance
is less than 7 days; Notice of Foreclo-
sure Sale; if you are hearing or voice
impaired, call TDD (863)534-7777 or
Florida Relay Service 711.
13-20500

May 23, 30, 2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR

HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO. 2012CA000397
LASALLE BANK, N.A.,
Plaintiff,
vs.
GABRIELE FRITTITTA, et.al.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant

to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated April 24, 2014, and entered in
Case No. 2012CA000397 of the Cir-
cuit Court of the Tenth Judicial Circuit
in and for Highlands County, Florida,
wherein LASALLE BANK, N.A., is the
Plaintiff and GABRIELE FRITTITTA;

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE
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ALICE J. FRITTITTA; LIEBOLD, INC.
D/B/A OWL CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY; PLACID LAKES HOME
AND PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCI-
ATION, INC.; ALICE J. FRITTITTA;
LIEBOLD, INC. D/B/A OWL CON-
STRUCTION COMPANY; PLACID
LAKES HOME AND PROPERTY
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.;
UNKNOWN TENANTS are the Defen-
dant(s). Robert Germaine as Clerk of
the Circuit Court will sell to the highest
and best bidder for cash, the Jury
Assembly Room 430 S. Commerce
Ave., Sebring, FL 33870, at 11:00 AM
on June 17, 2014, the following
described property as set forth in said
Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT 1, BLOCK 37, PLACID
LAKES SECTION NINETEEN,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 9,
PAGE 14, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an interest in the
surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens must file a claim
within 60 days after the sale.
Dated this 24th day of April, 2014.

Robert Germaine
As Clerk of the Court
By:  /s/  Toni Kopp

As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT

If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the Office of the Court
Administrator, (863)534-4690, at
least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled apperance
is less than 7 days; Notice of Foreclo-
sure Sale; if you are hearing or voice
impaired, call TDD (863)534-7777 or
Florida Relay Service 711.
13-20739

May 30; June 6, 2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR

HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO.282010001109AOOOXX
ONEWEST BANK N.A.,
Plaintiff,
vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIA-
RIES, DEVISEES, ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES
AND ALL OTHERS WHO MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE
ESTATE OF JULIA W. BAUSERMAN
DECEASED, et.al.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant

to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated April 24, 2014, and entered in
Case No. 282010001109AOOOXX
of the Circuit Court of the Tenth Judi-
cial Circuit in and for Highlands Coun-
ty, Florida, wherein ONEWEST BANK
N.A., is the Plaintiff and UNKNOWN
HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES,
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDI-
TORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTH-
ERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTER-
EST IN THE ESTATE OF JULIA W.
BAUSERMAN, DECEASED; JOAN
B. KISHTER; SECRETARY OF
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-

NOTICE OF
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MENT; WILLIAM R. BAUSERMAN,
JR. are the Defendant(s). Robert Ger-
maine as Clerk of the Circuit Court will
sell to the highest and best bidder for
cash, the Jury Assembly Room 430 S.
Commerce Ave., Sebring, FL 33870,
at 11:00 AM on June 17, 2014, the
following described property as set
forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT NINETEEN (19), OF VALEN-
CIA ACRES SUBDIVISION UNIT II,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK
14, PAGE 74, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUN-
TY, FLORIDA TOGETHER WITH A
MOBILE HOME, PERMANENTLY
AFFIXED AND SITUATED THERETO,
UPON THE REAL PROPERTY
DESCRIBED ABOVE.
Any person claiming an interest in the
surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens must file a claim
within 60 days after the sale.
Dated this 24th day of April, 2014.

Robert Germaine
As Clerk of the Court
By:  /s/  Toni Kopp

As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT

If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the Office of the Court
Administrator, (863)534-4690, at
least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled apperance
is less than 7 days; Notice of Foreclo-
sure Sale; if you are hearing or voice
impaired, call TDD (863)534-7777 or
Florida Relay Service 711.
13-22797

May 30; June 6, 2014
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.:  2013-CA-000477
FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE 
ASSOCIATION,
Plaintiff,
vs.
MARIA J. MORRIS; MARK H. MORRIS;
WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION AS SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO WACHOVIA BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN
TENANT(S) IN POSSESSION #1 and
#2, and ALL OTHER UNKNOWN 
PARTIES, et.al.,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
a Final Summary Judgment of Foreclo-
sure dated April 29, 2014, entered in
Civil Case No.:  2013-CA-000477 of
the Circuit Court of the Tenth Judicial
Circuit in and for Highlands County,
Florida, wherein FEDERAL NATIONAL
MORTGAGE ASSOCIATION, Plaintiff,
and MARIA J. MORRIS; MARK H. MOR-
RIS; WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION AS SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO WACHOVIA BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, are Defen-
dants.
I will sell to the highest bidder for
cash, in the Jury Assembly Room in
the basement of the Highlands County
Courthouse, 430 S. Commerce
Avenue, Sebring, FL 33870, at 11:00
AM, on the 17th day of June, 2014,
the following described real property

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE
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as set forth in said Final Summary
Judgment, to wit:
THE NORTH 1/2 OF LOT 8, BLOCK
50, OF AVON PARK ESTATES UNIT 2,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 10,
PAGE 22, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS
OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA.
A/K/A:  2315 W HAMPTON RD, AVON
PARK, FL 33825
If you are a person claiming a right of
funds remaining after the sale, you
must file a claim with the clerk no later
than 60 days after the sale. If you fail
to file a claim you will not be entitled to
any remaining funds. After 60 days,
only the owner of record as of teh date
of the lis pendens may claim the sur-
plus.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of the
court on April 30, 2014.
ROBERT W. GERMAINE
CLERK OF THE COURT  (COURT SEAL)
By:  /s/  Toni Kopp
Deputy Clerk
13-36624
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
Please contac the Office of the Court
Administrator, 255 North Broadway
Avenue, Bartow, FL 33830, (863)534-
4686, at least seven days before your
scheduled court appearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving this notification
if teh time before the scheduled
appearance is less than seven days; if
you are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.

May 30; June 6, 2014
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
CASE NO. 2011-CA-000712

OCWEN LOAN SERVICING, LLC,
Plaintiff,
vs.
JAY CALE, et.al.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant

to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated May 7, 2014, and entered in
Case No. 2011-CA-000712 of the
Circuit Court of the Tenth Judicial Cir-
cuit in and for Highlands County, Flori-
da, wherein OCWEN LOAN SERVIC-
ING, LLC, is the Plaintiff and JAY
CALE; UNKNOWN PARTIES IN
POSSESSION #1 are the Defen-
dant(s). Robert Germaine as Clerk of
the Circuit Court will sell to the highest
and best bidder for cash, the Jury
Assembly Room 430 S. Commerce
Ave., Sebring, FL 33870, at 11:00 AM
on June 13, 2014, the following
described property as set forth in said
Final Judgment, to wit:

Exhibit ``A’’ 
File Number:  07-1276
Lot 16, Block C, FAIRWAY LAKES,
as per plat thereof, recorded in
Plat Book 12, Page 43, of the Pub-
lic Records of Highlands County,
Florida.   
Any person claiming an interest in the
surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens must file a claim
within 60 days after the sale.
Dated this 18th day of May, 2014.

Robert Germaine
As Clerk of the Court

By:  /s/  Priscilla Michalak

NOTICE OF
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As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT

If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
Please contact the Office of the Court
Administrator, (863)534-4690, at
least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled apperance
is less than 7 days; Notice of Foreclo-
sure Sale; if you are hearing or voice
impaired, call TDD (863)534-7777 or
Florida Relay Service 711.
14-30427

May 30; June 6, 2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT IN AND FOR
HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO:  CA-10-000684
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
Plaintiff,
vs.
ESTATE OF PAUL THOMAS, ET AL.,
Defendants.

AMENDED
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE is hereby given that the
undersigned Clerk of the Circuit Court
of Highlands County, Florida, will on
the 9th day of June, 2014 at 11:00
o’clock A.M., at in the Jury Assembly
Room in the basement fo the High-
lands County Courthouse located at
430 South Commerce Avenue,
Sebring, Florida at 11:00 A.M., offer
for sale and sell at public outcry to teh
highest and best bidder for cash, the
following-described property situate in
Highlands County, Florida:
Lot 4 and a Porion of Lots 18 and
19, in Block 6, of VENETIAN VIL-
LAGE (REVISED), according to the
Plat thereof as recorded in Plat
Book 11, Page 12, of the Public
Records of Highlands County,
Florida, more particularly
described as follows:  BEGIN at the
Northwest Corner of Lot 4, in
Block 6; thence South 16 degrees
32 minutes 46 seconds East a dis-
tance of 101.0 feet; thence East-
erly along the arc of a curve to the
right having for its elements a cen-
tral angle of 2 degrees 46 minutes
31 seconds and a radius of 999.0
feet a distance of 48.39 feet;
thence North 13 degrees 46 min-
utes 15 seconds West a distance
of 101.0 feet to the Southerly right
of way line of Hillcrest Street;
thence Westerly along the arc of a
curve ot the left having for its ele-
ments a central angle of 2
degrees 46 minutes 31 secons
and a radius of 1100.0 feet, a dis-
tance of 53.28 feet to the POINT
OF BEGINNING.
pursuant to the Final Judgment
entered in a case pending in said
Court, the style fo which is indicated
above.

Any person or entity claiming an
interest in the surplus, if any, resulting
from the foreclosure sale, otehr than
the property owner as fo the date of
the Lis Pendens, must file a claim on
same with the Clerk of Court within 60
days after the foreclosure sale.

WITNESS my hand and official seal
of said Court this 7th day of May,
2014.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT. If
you are a person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in order to

N
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participate in this proceeding, you are
entitled, at no cost to you, to the pro-
vision of certain assistance. Please
contact the Office of the Court Admin-
istrator, 255 N. Broadway Avenue,
Bartow, Florida 33830, (863)534-
4686, at least 7 days before your
scheduled court apperance, or imme-
diately upon receiving this notification
if teh time before the scheduled
appearance is less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.

ROBERT W. GERMAINE, CLERK
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

By:  /s/  Toni Kopp
Deputy Clerk

B&H #281229
May 23, 30, 2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND

FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY,
FLORIDA

CIVIL ACTION
CASE NO.:  28-2009-CA-000971

DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE
ON BEHALF OF GSAA HOME
EQUITY TRUST 2006-16,
Plaintiff,
vs.
MARSHAS MYRTHIL, et al,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF RESCHEDULED
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pur-
suant to an Order Rescheduling
Foreclosure Sale dated May 15,
2014 and entered in Case No. 28-
2009-CA-000971 of the Circuit
Court of the TENTH Judicial Circuit
in and for Highlands County, Florida
wherein BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
SUCCESSOR BY MEGER TO BAC
HOME LOANS SERVICING, LP
FKA COUNTRYWIDE HOME
LOANS SERVICING, LP, is the
Plaintiff and MARSHAS MYRTHIL;
THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
MARSHAS MYRTHIL; ANY AND
ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIM-
ING BY, THROUGH, UNDER, AND
AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED
INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANT(S) WHO
ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD
OR ALIVE, WHETHER SAID
UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM
AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES,
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES,
OR OTHER CLAIMANTS; TENANT
#1 N/K/A JERRY VANWY; TENANT
#2 N/K/A JENNIFER VANWY; TEN-
ANT #3 N/K/A SERGIO CHAVEZ
are the Defendants, The Clerk of the
Court will sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash at JURY ASSEMBLY
ROOM IN THE BASEMENT OF
THE HIGHLANDS COUNTY COUR-
THOUSE, 430 SOUTH COM-
MERCE AVENUE at 11:00AM, on
the 18th day of June, 2014, the fol-
lowing described property as set
forth in said Final Judgment:
LOT 15, IN BLOCK 1, OF ALTA-
MONT PLACE ADDITION NO. 2,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 10, PAGE 45, OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF HIGH-
LANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA.
A/K/A 2211-2215 MELADY
AVENUE, SEBRING, FL 33870
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of 
the date of the Lis Pendens must file
a claim within sixty (60) days after
the sale. 

WITNESS MY HAND and the
seal of this Court on May 15, 2014.

Robert W. Germaine
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By:  /s/  Toni Kopp
Deputy Clerk

F09055290 NATIONSTAR-CONV
B/C- hpullen-Team 4-F09055290
**See Americans with Disabilities Act
If you are a person with a disability
who needs assistance in order to par-
ticipate in a program or service of the
State Courts System, you should con-
tact the Office of the Court Adminis-
trator at (863) 534-4686 (voice),
(863) 534-7777 (TDD) or (800) 955-
8770 (Florida Relay Service), as much
in advance of your court appearance
or visit to the courthouse as possible.
Please be prepared to explain your
functional limitations and suggest an
auxiliary aid or service that you believe
will enable you to effectively partici-
pate in the court program or service.

May 30; June 6, 2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO.
10001172GC

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Plaintiff,
vs.
HAYDEE ANTIOQUIA A/K/A
HAYDEE F. ANTIOQUIA A/K/A
HAYDEE FAJARDO MESIA, et al
Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant

to a Summary Final Judgment of fore-
closure dated May 8, 2014 and
entered in Case No. 10001172GC of
the Circuit Court of the TENTH Judicial
Circuit in and for HIGHLANDS COUNTY,
Florida, wherein WELLS FARGO
BANK, N.A., is Plaintiff, and HAYDEE
ANTIOQUIA A/K/A HAYDEE F.
ANTIOQUIA A/K/A HAYDEE FAJAR-
DO MESIA, et al are Defendants, the
clerk will sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash, beginning at 11:00
A.M. in the JURY ASSEMBLY ROOM,
Basement, 430 S. Commerce Avenue,
Sebring, FL 33870, in accordance
with Chapter 45, Florida Statues, on
the 10th day of June, 2014, the fol-
lowing described property as set forth
in said Summary Final Judgment, to
wit:
LOT 18, BLOCK 23, SUN ‘N LAKE
ESTATES OF SEBRING, UNIT 2,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF,  AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK
9, PAGE 48, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.

Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus funds from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
teh date of the lis pendens must file a
claim within 60 days after the sale.

Dated at Sebring, HIGHLANDS
COUNTY, Florida, this 8th day of May,
2014.

Robert W. Germaine
Clerk of said Circuit Court

(CIRCUIT COURT SEAL)
By:  /s/  Priscilla Michalak

As Deputy Clerk
If you are a person with a disability
who needs assitance in order to par-
ticipate in a program or service of the
State Couts System, you should con-
tact the Office of the Court Adminis-
trator at (863)534-4686 (voice),
(863)534-7777 (TDD) or (800)955-
8770 (Florida Relay Service), as much
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in advance of your court appearance
or visit to the courthouse as possible.
Please be prepared to explain your
functional limitations and suggest an
auxiliary aid or service that you believe
will enable you to effectively partici-
pate in the court program or service.
PH #49496

May 23, 30, 2014

NOTICE OF SALE
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

Case #:  2010-CA-001331
Federal National Mortgage
Association
Plaintiff,
vs.
Jorge I. Gomez; Marianela Gomez
a/k/a Mari Gomez; BankAtlantic;
Unknown Tenants in Possession
#1; Unknown Tentants in Posses-
sion #2; If living, and all Unknown
Parties claiming by, through,
under and against the above
named Defendant(s) who are not
known to be dead or alive, whether
said Unknown Parties may claim
an interest as Spouse, Heirs,
Devisees, Grantees, or Other
Claimants
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant

to order rescheduling foreclosure sale
or Final Judgment, entered in Civil
Case No. 2010-CA-001331 of the
Circuit Court of the 10th Judicial Cir-
cuit in and for Highlands County, Flori-
da, wherein Federal National Mort-
gage Association, Plaintiff and
Jorge I. Gomez are defendant(s), I,
Clerk of Court, Robert W. Germaine,
will sell to the highest and best bidder
for cash AT THE JURY ASSEMBLY
ROOM IN THE BASEMENT OF THE
HIGHLANDS COUNTY COURTHOUSE
LOCATED AT 430 SOUTH COMMERCE
AVENUE, SEBRING, FLORIDA AT 11:00
A.M. on June 10, 2014, the following
described property as set forth in said
Final Judgment, to-wit:

THE NORTH HALF OF LOT 2, IN
BLOCK 217, OF PLACID LAKES
SECTION TWENTY, ACCORDING
TO THE PLAT THEREOF, AS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 9,
PAGE 31, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUN-
TY, FLORIDA. 

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTER-
ST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE,
IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY
OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN
60 DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance.
Please contact Court Administration at
430 S. Commerce Avenue, Sebring,
Florida 33870, telephone (863)534-
4690, within two (2) working days of
receipt of this Notice; if you are hear-
ing or voice impaired, call 1-800-955-
8771.

Robert W. Germaine
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Highlands County, Florida
By:   /s/  Toni Kopp

DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT
10-200565 FC01 WCC

May 23, 30, 2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.:  10-00819
DIVISION:

BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, LP
FKA COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS
SERVICING LP,
Plaintiff,
vs.
DENISE MARTIUK, et al,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF RESCHEDULED SALE
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN Pursuant to
an Order Rescheduling Foreclosure
Sale dated May 15, 2014, and
entered in Case No. 10-00819 of the
Circuit Court of the Tenth Judicial
Cirucit in and for Highlands County,
Florida in which BAC HOME LOANS
SERVICING, LP FKA COUNTRY-
WIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING
LP, is the Plaintiff and DENISE MAR-
TIUK, are defendants, the Highlands
County Clerk fo the Circuit Court will
sell to teh highest and best bidder for
cash in the Jury Assembly Room in the
basement, Highlands County Court-
house, 430 South Commerce Avenue,
Sebring, FL 33870, Highlands County,
Florida at 11:00AM on the 18th day
of June, 2014, the following
described property as set forth in said
Final Judgment of Foreclosure:
LOTS 7317 AND 7318 AND THE
NORTHWEST HALF OF LOT 7319,
AVON PARK LAKES UNIT NO. 23,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK
5, PAGE 19, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.
A/K/A 2355 NORTH CARPENTER
RD, AVON PARK, FL 33825
Any person claiming an interst in the
surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as fo the date
of the Lis Pendens must file a claim
within 60 days after the sale.
Dated in Highlands County, Florida this
15th day of May, 2014.

Clerk of the Circuit Court
Highlands County, Florida

By:  /s/  Toni Kopp
Deputy Clerk

If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certaina ssistance.
Please contac the Office of the Court
Administrator, (863)534-4690, within
two (2) working days of your receipt fo
the Notice of Sale; if you are hearing
or voice impaired, call TDD (863)534-
7777 or Florida Relay Service 711. To
file response please contact Highlands
County Clerk of Court, 590 S. Com-
merce Ave., Sebring, FL 33870-3867,
Tel:  (863)402-6591; Fax:  (863)402-
6664.

May 30; June 6, 2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE

STATE OF FLORIDA, 
IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY

CIVIL DIVISION
Case No. 28-2011-CA-000756-XXAX-MX

Division: Civil Division
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.

NOTICE OF SALE
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Plaintiff,
VS.
FRANKLIN S. CARDEN AKA SHANE
CARDEN; DENISE M. CARDEN AKA
DENISE CARDEN; UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF CHRISTY L. OTTO NKA
CHRISTY SINGLETARY; UNKNOWN
TENANT #1; UNKNOWN TENANT
#2; ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PAR-
TIES, CLAIMING BY, THROUGH,
UNDER, AND AGAINST THE HERE-
IN NAMED INDIVIDUAL DEFEN-
DANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN
TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETHER
SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES,
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR
OTHER CLAIMANTS; 
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given that, pur-

suant to a Final Summary Judgment of
Foreclosure entered in the above-style
case, I will sell the property located in
HIGHLANDS County, Florida,
described as:

THE NORTH 1/2 OF LOT 1141,
AND ALL OF LOTS 1142 AND
1143, AVON PARK LAKES UNIT
NO. 3, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF RECOREDED IN PLAT
BOOK 4, PAGE 90, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.

at public sale, to the highest and
best bidder, for cash, by electronic
sale at IN THE JURY ASSEMBLY ROOM
IN THE BASEMENT OF HIGHLANDS
COUNTY COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT
430 SOUTH COMMERCE AVENUE,
SEBRING, FLORIDA, beginning at
11:00 AM on June 10, 2014.

Any person claiming an inter-
est in the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens, must file a
claim within 60 days after the sale.

Witness, my hand and seal of
this court on the 9th day of May,
2014.

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
ROBERT W. GERMAINE, CLERK

By: /s/  Toni Kopp
Deputy Clerk

If you are a person with a disability
who needs assistance in order to par-
ticipate in a program or service of the
State Courts System, you should con-
tact the Office of the Court Adminis-
trator at (863) 534-3686 (voice),
(863) 534-7777 (TDD) or (800) 955-
8770 (Florida Relay Service), as much
in advance of your court appearance
or visit to the courthouse as possible.
Please be prepared to explain your
functional limitations and suggest an
auxiliary aid or service that you believe
will enable you to effectively partici-
pate in the court program or service.
157048 seg2

May 23, 30, 2014
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 
28-2011-CA-000803-GCS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION
Plaintiff,
v.
KELLEY COLUMBIE A/K/A KELLEY
LYNN COLUMBIE; LINDA C. LARA-
IA; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF KELLY
COLUMBIE A/K/A KELLY LYNN
COLUMBIE; UNKNOWN SPOUSE
OF LINDA C. LARAIA; UNKNOWN
TENANT 1: UNKNOWN TENANT 2;
AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIM-
ING BY, THROUGH. UNDER OR
AGAINST THE ABOVE NAMED DEFEN-
DANT(S), WHO (IS/ARE) NOT KNOWN
TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETHER
SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIM AS
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES,
ASSIGNEES. LIENORS, CREDITORS,
TRUSTEES, SPOUSES, OR OTHER
CLAIMANTS; 
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given that, pursuant

to the Summary Final Judgment of
Foreclosure entered on April 22,
2014, in this cause, in the Circuit
Court of Highlands County, Florida, the
clerk shall sell the property situated in
Highlands County, Florida, described
as:

THE WEST 1/2 OF LOT 10,
BLOCK 249, SUN ‘N LAKE
ESTATES OF SEBRING, UNIT 13,
ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 9, PAGE 71, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.

a/k/a 4611 GRANADA BLVD.,
SEBRING, FL 33872-2387
at public sale, to the highest and
best bidder, for cash, in the Jury
Assembly Room in the basement
of the Highlands County Court-
house, located at 430 South Com-
merce Avenue, Sebring, FL
33870-3867, on June 9, 2014,
beginning at 11:00 AM.
If you are a person claiming a right

to funds remaining after the sale, you
must file a claim with the clerk no later
than 60 days after the sale. If you fail
to file a claim you will not be entitled to
any remaining funds. 

Dated this 7th day of May, 2014.
Robert W. Germaine

Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: /s/  Toni Kopp

Deputy Clerk
If you are a person with a disabili-
ty who needs any accommodation
in order to participate in this pro-
ceeding, you are entitled, at no
cost to you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please contact the
court administration office at
(863)534-4690. If you are hearing
or voice impaired, call TDD 1-800-
955-8771 OR 1-800-955-8770
(v), VIA FLORIDA RELAY SERVICE.
665112616

May 23, 30, 2014

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Pur-
suant to a WRIT OF EXECUTION issued
out of the Circuit Court of the Seven-
tenth Judicial Circuit in and for
Broward County, Florida, on the 11th
day of April, 2014, in the cause where-
in US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
etc, is Plaintiff, and CECILIA LOPEZ

NOTICE OF SALE
30

and RAMIRO DAZA and others, is
Defendant, being Case No. 08-52496
in the said Court, I, 
Susan Benton, Sheriff of Highlands
County, Florida, have levied upon all of
the Defendants, CECILIA LOPEZ and
RAMIRO DAZA and others, right, title
and interest in and to the following
described PERSONAL property in
Highlands County, Florida, to-wit:

2002 Land Rover,
VIN#SALTY15412A749841, TAG#

J70ZHM, DECAL# 14666325
and on the 09th day of July, 2014 at
the hour of 10:00am or as soon as
thereafter as circumstances permit, at
Ducks Body Shop located at 1153
Hawthorne Dr, Sebring, Florida, I will
offer for sale all of the said defendant,
CECILIA LOPEZ and RAMIRO DAZA and
others, right, title and itnerest in afore-
said PERSONAL property at public out-
cry and will sell the same, subject to
all prior liens, encumbrances and judg-
ments, if any, to the highest and best
bidder or bidders for CASH, the pro-
ceeds to be applied as far as mayb e
tot he payment of costs and the satis-
faction of the above-described execu-
tion.

Dated this, May 23, 2014
SUSAN BENTON, SHERIFF OF 

HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
By  /s/  Lt. Kenny Johnson,

Judicial Process Unit
In accordance with the American with
Disabilities Act, persons with disabili-
ties needing a special accommodation
to participate in this proceeding
should contact the agency sending
this notice at 434 Fernleaf Ave.,
Sebring, FL 33870, Telephone
863/402-7228 not later than seven
days prior to the proceeding. If hear-
ing impaired, (TTD) 1-800-955-8771,
or Voice (V) 1-800-955-8770, via Flori-
da Relay Service.
Prepared by Lt. Kenny Johnson
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office
434 Fernleaf Ave.
Sebring, FL 33870

May 30; June 6, 13, 20, 2014

FIND YOUR 
BEST FRIEND 

IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 28-2012-CA-000997
Section:
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
Plaintiff,
v.
BENJAMIN E. CLARK; ANY AND
ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
THE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL
DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT
KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE,
WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES
MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUS-
ES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR
OTHER CLAIMANTS; 
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant

to an Order of Final Summary Judg-
ment of Foreclosure dated April 29,
2014, entered in Civil Case No. 28-
2012-CA-000997 of the Circuit
Court of the Tenth Judicial Circuit in
and for Highlands County, Florida,
wherein the Clerk of the Circuit Court
will sell to the highest bidder for cash
on the 17th day of June, 2014, at
11:00 a.m. in the Jury Assembly
Room, Courthouse Basement, 430
South Commerce Avenue, Sebring,
Florida 33780, in accordance with
Chapter 45 Florida Statutes, relative
to the following described property as
set forth in the Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 16 AND LOT 17, BLOCK D,
CRESCENT VIEW, ACCORDING TO
THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 54,
PUBLIC RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS
COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND BEGIN-
NING AT THE SOUTHEAST COR-
NER OF LOT 16, BLOCK D OF
CRESCENT VIEW SUBDIVISION,
SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 33
SOUTH, RANGE 28 EAST, AND
RUNNING NORTH 135 FEET
ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID
LOT 16, TO THE NORTHEAST COR-
NER THEREOF; THENCE EAST 60
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 135 FEET;
THENCE WEST 60 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING AND SAID
LAND BEING FORMERLY LOT 15,
BLOCK D OF CRESCENT VIEW
SUBDIVISION AFORESAID
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2,
PAGE 54 AND NOW A REPLAT OF
LOTS 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, AND
14, BLOCK C AND LOTS 8, 9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14, AND 15, BLOCK D
OF CRESCENT VIEW SUBDIVISION,
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3,
PAGE 80, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUN-
TY, FLORIDA, WHICH WAS A SUB-
DIVISION OF LOTS 3 & 4, BLOCK
3, IN SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 33
SOUTH, RANGE 28 EAST, AVON
PARK, HIGHLANDS COUNTY,
FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an interest in the
surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of the date
of the Lis Pendens must file a claim
within 60 days after the sale.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT. If
you are a person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you are
entitled, at no cost to you, to the pro-
vision of certain assistance. Please
contact the Office of the Court Admin-
istrator, (863) 534-4690, within two
(2) working days of your receipt of this
Notice of Sale; if you are hearing or
voice impaired, call TDD (863)534-
7777 or Florida Relay Service 711.
Dated at SEBRING, Florida this 30th
day of April, 2014.

/s/  Toni Kopp
Deputy Clerk

Robert W. Germaine
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Highlands COUNTY, FLORIDA
FL-97007770-12

May 30; July 6, 2014

1000

REAL ESTATE

“We Are Pledged To The Letter And
Spirit of U.S. Policy For The Achieve-
ment Of Equal Housing Opportunity
Throughout The Nation. We Encour-
age And Support An Affirmative
Advertising And Marketing Program In
Which there Are No Barriers To
Obtaining Housing Because of Race,
Color, Religion, Sec, Handicap, Famil-
ial Status Or National Origin.”

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

MANUFACTURED
HOMES FOR SALE

1095

1995 MERIT PARK model in Adelaide
Shores, extra lg. bedroom, handicap
ramp (removable), near clubhouse,
incl. gof cart, reasonable lot rent,
$40,000 neg. Subject to management
approval. 863-257-1331

UNFURNISHED
HOUSE FOR RENT

1214

3 BEDROOM/ 2 BATH unfurnished,
2095 Morningside Dr., Avon Park,
$800/mo. 863-840-0085.

3 BEDROOM/2 BATH, River Green Golf
Community, 1 mi. off Hwy 27 N. No
pets. Beautiful view of Lake Damon.
Asking $800 mo. plus deposit. 865-
207-8279 or 865-323-0467.

CUTE 3BR/2BA CBS new construc-
tion. Tile floors, stainless appliances,
1 acre lot, most pets ok, $690 mo.,
$400 sec., 5936 Olive Rd., Sebring,
863-446-7274.

SPRING LAKE - 3BR, 2BA,2CG
CHA, patio, ceramic, tiled living,
dining, kit., bath & halls, SS appli-
ances, refrigerator w/water on
door, micro., W/D hook up. No
pets or Smokers. 863-253-9841.

DUPLEXES
FOR RENT

1300

SEBRING * NICE & LARGE *
2BR, 1BA, 2206 Wightman Ave.

$550/mo. & $500 sec. dep.
863-381-0357 or 863-446-2838.

FURNISHED
APARTMENTS

1322

LARGE FULLY furn. golf studio, Lake
Placid. Most utilities paid. Pool, laun-
dry. Credit check. No pets/smoking.
$500 mo., $500 sec. 863-243-4580.

NEED A JOB?
CHECK THE

CLASSIFIEDS!

2000

EMPLOYMENT
GENERAL

2100

Clerical/Assistant Position
South Central Florida Premier Mobile
Home/RV Community seeking a moti-
vated, dependable and vibrant individ-
ual to serve full time in a clerical/assis-
tant capacity. Must be able to work
efficiently with computers and
Microsoft programs, register residents
and guests, and be a great first
impression to prospective residents.
Starting Pay = $10/hour, 35
hours/week. More information avail-
able upon request. For more informa-
tion or to e-mail resumes contact
rsljobs@yahoo.com

HOUSEKEEPERS, SUMMER HELP,
industrial cleaning, non-smoking, back-
ground check. Call Mary 863-465-
2197.

GENERAL
2100

FULL TIME NURSES
Do you enjoy working with the elderly?
Royal Care of Avon Park is currently
accepting applications for FT nurses
to work 7a-7p and 7p-7a who have a
willingness to give excellent, loving
care to our residents. We offer an
excellent benefit package and PTO.,
Please apply in person at Royal Care
of Avon Park, 1213 W. Stratford Rd.,
Avon Park. EOE/M/F DFWP.

RN Supervisor Wanted. Seeking RN
Supervisor for small 24 bed ICF. Flexi-
ble working schedule with some shift
work on the floor. Requirements cur-
rent Florida Nursing License, Driver’s
License in good standing, computer
skills and the ability to multi-task. If
interested please apply on-line at
www.jobs.thementornetwork.com/flori
da  (under Avon Park Registered
Nurse). Contact Angelina Cantera DON
at 863-452-5141. May in addition fax
resume to 863-452-6514.

ARE YOU ONLINE?
INCREASE YOUR

EXPOSURE!
Add your internet address
to your ad for a little extra!

ROYAL CARE OF AVON PARK currently
has FT positions available for C.N.A.’s
to work 7-3 and 11-7 shifts that ahve a
willingness to give excellent loving
care to our residents. We offer an
excellent benefit package, staff recog-
nition programs, and many others. If
you want to become part of the Royal
Care Team apply in person at Royal
Care of Avon Park, 1213 W. Stratford
Rd., Avon Park. EOE/M/F DFWP.

ROYAL CARE OF AVON PARK Rehab
Department is groing and we currently
have a FT position available for a Phys-
ical Therapist. Come and be part of an
experienced and dynamic rehab team.
We offer comeptitive slaries, benefits
and flexible schedules. Fax resume to
(863)453-9473 or you may apply in
person at Royal Care of Avon Park,
1213 W. Stratford Rd., Avon Park.
EOE/M/F DFWP.

Sales Coordinator Position
South Central Florida Premier Mobile
Home/RV Community seeking a moti-
vated, dependable and vibrant individ-
ual to serve as the sales coordinator.
Qualified applicants are preferred to
have knowledge of the Mobile
Home/RV industry with a desire to
work. Must be able to work efficiently 
with computers and Microsoft pro-
grams. Must be able to work in a team
oriented environment serving resi-
dents and prospective residents daily.
Base Salary + Commission. More
information available upon request.
For more information or to e-mail
resumes contact rsljobs@yahoo.com

SWIMMING POOL maintenance techni-
cian, PT/FT. Must have high school
diploma or equivalent & good driving
record. Exp. helpful but not necessary.
Job is physically demanding. Contact
Brad at 863-253-4311.

The City of Frostproof, Florida is
accepting applications for a Service
Worker/Plant Operator. Knowledge of
a water treatment plant and distribu-
tion system is required, as well as
Class C Water License. 
Applications are available at www.city-
offrostproof.com or 111 W. First
Street in Frostproof and may be
returned to PO Box 308, Frostproof,
FL 33843. Frostproof is an EEO and
Drug Free Employer.

6000 

MERCHANDISE
GARAGE SALES 

6012

LAKE PLACID, SAT 5/31,7-1,
110 Lincoln Rd, NW. Large family
garage sale! Furniture, household
goods,women’s clothing & so
Much More
SEBRING - ``GARAGE’’ parking lot sale
Fri-Sat, 8-1, 6510 US Hwy 27 N. Lots
of items, produce. Multi-family. Furn.,
clothes, household, etc. Golf club
sets, golf bags, putters, drivers - Tay-
lor Made & Wilson Staff.

SEBRING - 3-FAMILY SALE. Lots of
stuff! Fri-Sat 8am-2pm, 1115 Kerry Dr.
off Sparta Rd., follow signs. DONT
WANT TO MISS IT!!

Sebring Sat 5/31,1816 West Din-
ner Lake Dr., 7:30-2:30, Moving
& Garage Sale, Household items,
tools, toys,furniture ,treadmill &
More! Everything Must Go!

Q U

AVON PARK RENTAL HOUSING
North Central Heights Rent Subsidized

A "Rent Restr icted" sing le family 1 ,23 & 4 BR Apts in Central location .
home development. Rents range from Seperate Family & Flderly 'Disabled
S350 to S550 mo. 2, 3 and 4 BR with properties: Rid gedale Apts. Lakeside Pad; &
rent average $350 to 5550. Delaney Hgts . RentsBasedonhousehold incomz

Don? Delav! Apply Today ! 
.
-

. No Appp lic a li on Fce APHA

Call: TTY 800-955-8771 - 863452-4432

PLACID ARMS APTS.
108 ARRON DRIVE, LAKE PLACID , FL 33852

Office 863-465-6676 or
T.D.D. 800.955-8771

8am-l pm, M-F
Now accepting applications for 1-2-3 BR apts. Central heat and air, blinds,

appliances, on-site laundry, outside storage units, water , sewer, garbage incl.

Rent sta rts at:
I br - $538, 2 br - $590, 3 br - $641

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and emp loyer L=I

City 
-
OAR 10-

EMPLOYMENT OPORTUNITY

The City of Sebring is recruiting for the following position(s):

Fire Lieutenant Closes: 06)'06)14

Fire Inspector Closes: 06/06/ 14

Deputy Chief Closes: 06/06/14

For an app lication contact the City of Sebring, (863) 471-5100

or visit us on our website at www.mysebring.com.
Drug Free Work place , EOE, Vet Pref.
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I n s u r e d

If so, call Natasha today at 863-241-4681
Services Provided:

This Space 
is Reserved 
For Your 
Business!

Call Today!
385-6155

We Do It All.  Just Call

Hansel Handyman Services
Free Estimates. No Job Too Small!

We Satisfy Our Customers

Owen 
863-458-6018

Lic. #HM1772 • Insured

30 years experience

ESTATE SALES 
6028

AVON PARK ESTATE SALE
FARM & HOUSEHOLD
MAY 31 8AM-3PM & 
JUNE 1 NOON-3PM

3800 CTY RD 64 E. FOLLOW SIGNS
2 bdrm sets, elec. fireplace, 2 dinette
sets, hutch, tv stand, fitness equip.,
patio, yard, utility trailer, Craftsman
6000 yard tractor mower/
rake/sprayer, compressor, unused
generator, Suzuki 4-wheeler, horse &
trailer/tack equip./saddles. Much
more!

FURNITURE DOCTORS
863-414-7388

AVON PARK ESTATE SALE! Fri.-Sat.-
Sun., 7am-? 1411 W. Stratford Rd.
Antiques, Disney figurines/statues,
collectibles & more. Everything must
go!

FURNITURE
6035

DINING ROOM table/4 chairs, wood,
padded seats and backs, $150  e-mail
earl5205@yahoo.com  863-382-1210

LA-Z-BOY RECLINER
BROWN FABRIC, LIKE NEW, $450.

863-385-4430

QUEEN SIZE sleeper sofa, hardly
used, medium brown, $275. e-mail
earl5205@yahoo.com  863-382-1210

HUNTING &
FISHING SUPPLIES

6133

GOING OUT of business, Reds Fishing
Tackle. Everything on sale 10 to 50 %
off. Aquariums, refrigerators, show-
cases, cash registeres & more. Open
9am-5pm daily, closed Sunday, final 
day May 30, 3603 Sebring Parkway
863-658-1350. Open Memorial Day.

LAWN & GARDEN
6160

JOHN DEER RIDING MOWER SX85
30’’ CUT, 13HP, GOOD COND., $500

863-385-0814

MISC. PETS
6234

NOTICE
Florida statute 585.195 states
that all dogs and cats sold in
Florida must be at least eight
weeks old, have an official
health certificate and proper
shots and be free of intestinal
and external parasites.

7000

TRANSPORTATION
PONTIAC

7130

2002 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 40th
Anniversary Edition, 122K miles,
$3900 OBO, 863-382-1632.

VANS
7290

2003 FORD ECONOLINE 350 cargo
van w/wheelchair lift on back (remote
control), V8 engine, new tires & 3 yr.
battery, nice cond. $6000 OBO, 863-
453-0378.

A Bargain
Hunters
Delight

Check the
Classifieds

first!
A Whole 

Marketplace
of shopping

is right at
your

fingertips!

r r r r c1 (,, j c,l r r) rr t zi l_ r _

r r
LUIS LAWNCARL `
Tree Trimming & RemoN a1
Shrubs l Hedges l Landscape v/ 01u C x a 4  aLawns l Palm Trimming CON FREE ESTIMATES 7amapm 

0J e ree _ IWAL'I863-402-0631
863-212-3282 Why not invest a

few hours per week

mon
helping seniors

saY «me AND get paid? -
Compassionate

Diabetic Footwear custom Orthotics
Work Shoes comfortable Shoes Cargivers Needed ! HANDY MAN/THE PATRIOT

BAS New Balance 
/ 

ROOT ROTORING/ CLOGS/REPAIR

Shoe Box What you would get paid for : REPAIRING PAINTING HOUSES
Housekeeping, Read a Book, IN SEBRING FOR OVER 30 YEARS
Run Errands, Prepare Meals ,

Phyllis Norris 

LICENSED/ INSURED
`

EBRA Make a Friend, Go Shopping
1 . Full /Part time, and weekends PRESSURE WASHING
2. Flexible Hours Comfort GETTING IT CLEAN!3. Apply online at:

(IA wwwck38 1.ersp.biz lemp loyment Keepers Houses / Driveways / Sidewalks
1138 S. Parrot Ave Okeechobee , FL 34974

863-763-4401 Fax 863-763-6335 863-385-9100 (o
HCS#

n f 
228316 Call 863-273-2083shoeboxlady&hotmail.com 

v,wr; .co mfortkee Fe rs. co m

SENIOR TENDER CARE
Affordable in Home Care for the Elderly 

t

Medication Reminder g9500 I $79500
Companion Care 

Persona l Care 
P l s  st of Death C sHome Makers 

Experienced Private Duty Care , A.L.F.,
Nursing Home , Home Health, Aid, IVO 1 (1(lltlOll

Hospital Care, and CNA Duties 

Call 863-214-9653 Contact: Linda

M

Licensed Lake Placid: 863-441-2514

Joe Johnson's . Advertise
AFL AMERICAN

TREE SERVICE, INC. Your Business Iff "
TRIMMING REMOVAL Here!

SOD INSTALLATION STUMP GRINDING
LOT CLEARING PRESSURE CLEANING Te« isWill Beat Any Written Estimate! 1 l lllPeoples Choice Free Estima,e

r 
s Call 385- 155Award 863-465-7491 Licensed & Insured

"Our Reputation is Bui ldin NO JOB TOO SMALL!

ThC B U I L D E R S 863"449"0790
www.jmcbuilder.net

We Specialize in Home Remodeling
Kitchen , Bath , Windows & Doors Hablamos Joe & Tony Cruz
Flooring, Patio Sliding Doors Espanol CBC# 1251644

Flemings Elderly 10,101 WILLIAMS JANITORIAL

-̀Do you need someone to 
XP "41111take care of your loved ones? 0l1 'X CARPET CLEANING

SPIRES '10"5 Per RoomLi ght cooking, Contracting
cleaning , shopping, Shingle , Metal, and Roof Repairs 3 Rooms Minimum
administration of 863.402.9161medications , sitt ers , y r 1 

'\ Upholstery Cleaning
ADL' s, activi(ies of \ 1 l / All Types of Flooring
d a il y l iving and more. FREE ESTIMATES ' Cen7e

CCC057971 Free Estimates
Li, Bondvd Ins

vertise (863) 214-1940HANDYMAN BOB 7A
-1

Install doors, windows, r Business
flooring , plumbing & more!

Licensed & Insured Here!
Lic# HM0096 

NCall 863-452-5201 o" 's'' illl
863-449-1744 Call 385-6155

0 ' Advertise
Comp/e te Bathrooms Ke 'node/iig Specializing in Rust Removal your BusinessCHANGE TUB TO SHOWER Home Driveway Pool Decks Mobile

* Curbless Shower FREE ESTIMATES Here!
* Shower Door Sales
* Handicap Shower Designing Nkm-'; * Floor Tile Installation * Repairs Lic; ns HM#0168 Major Credit CarJs Accepted l 8 1111

I t t 863-381-2025 Call 385-6155

I 1

1 1

004, 

1
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Excellent Inpatient and Outpatient
Services Provided under the watchful

eye of Dr. Bryant Musselman
Doctor of PhysicalTherapy

30
44

09
3

TODAY

An afternoon thunderstorm 
or two

89° / 71°
Winds: S at 4-8 mph

An afternoon thunderstorm 
or two

88° / 71°
Winds: ESE at 4-8 mph

SATURDAY

A p.m. shower or 
thunderstorm

90° / 70°
Winds: ENE at 7-14 mph

SUNDAY

A t-storm possible in the 
afternoon

88° / 70°
Winds: ENE at 7-14 mph

MONDAY

Partly sunny, a t-storm 
possible

86° / 72°
Winds: ENE at 7-14 mph

TUESDAY

High  ............................................  10:26 a.m.
Low  ...............................................  4:09 a.m.
High  ............................................ 10:59 p.m.
Low  ............................................... 4:22 p.m.

High  ..............................................  5:09 a.m.
Low  ...............................................  8:20 a.m.
High  .............................................. 2:46 p.m.
Low  ............................................. 10:42 p.m.

Lake Jackson  .....................................  78.36’
Lake Okeechobee  ...............................  12.50’
Normal  ...............................................  14.51’

High Sunday  ..........................................  94°
Low Sunday  ...........................................  60°
High Monday  .........................................  92°
Low Monday  ..........................................  67°
High Tuesday  .........................................  89°
Low Tuesday  ..........................................  65°
High Wednesday  ....................................  93°
Low Wednesday .....................................  62°

Relative humidity  .................................. 51%
Expected air temperature  .......................  89°
Makes it feel like  ....................................  94°

Monday  .................................................  N.A.
Tuesday  ...............................................  29.99
Wednesday  .........................................  29.95

Monday  ...............................................  0.00”
Tuesday  ...............................................  0.00”
Wednesday  .........................................  0.00”
Month to date  .....................................  4.75”
Year to date  .......................................  10.66”

Sunrise 6:34 a.m. 6:34 a.m.
Sunset 8:13 p.m. 8:13 p.m.
Moonrise 8:12 a.m. 9:03 a.m.
Moonset 9:55 p.m. 10:40 p.m.

Albuquerque 86/66/t 89/67/s 91/65/s
Atlanta 88/69/t 85/69/t 83/66/t
Baltimore 70/56/pc 78/54/s 78/56/s
Birmingham 87/67/t 91/69/t 87/71/t
Boston 68/52/t 62/49/pc 68/56/s
Charlotte 83/65/t 80/64/c 81/60/s
Cheyenne 72/51/t 79/52/t 82/50/pc
Chicago 76/54/s 81/60/s 85/66/pc
Cleveland 73/53/s 75/53/s 83/61/s
Columbus 80/57/s 82/59/s 87/65/s
Dallas 84/71/t 84/72/t 91/74/pc
Denver 80/55/t 85/56/t 87/54/pc
Detroit 79/56/s 79/55/s 81/63/pc
Harrisburg 74/54/pc 78/51/pc 77/56/s
Honolulu 88/75/s 88/75/s 88/74/s
Houston 86/70/t 84/71/t 87/71/t
Indianapolis 82/60/s 83/61/s 85/68/pc
Jackson, MS 82/67/t 87/66/t 95/69/t
Kansas City 84/68/t 83/68/t 87/71/pc
Lexington 84/59/pc 85/59/s 88/67/pc
Little Rock 82/68/t 87/70/t 89/71/pc

Los Angeles 79/60/pc 77/58/pc 73/58/pc
Louisville 85/64/pc 88/64/s 91/70/t
Memphis 87/71/t 90/73/t 91/73/t
Milwaukee 69/54/s 73/58/s 78/63/pc
Minneapolis 84/66/pc 82/67/t 83/68/t
Nashville 86/66/t 91/68/pc 89/70/t
New Orleans 82/72/t 83/70/t 88/71/t
New York City 72/57/pc 72/54/pc 74/59/s
Norfolk 70/60/pc 76/60/s 73/59/s
Oklahoma City 84/68/t 85/69/pc 88/70/pc
Philadelphia 73/59/pc 75/56/pc 77/56/s
Phoenix 103/83/s 107/84/pc 103/79/s
Pittsburgh 78/54/s 78/52/s 81/59/s
Portland, ME 65/49/t 62/43/sh 69/50/s
Portland, OR 77/53/pc 77/54/pc 73/53/pc
Raleigh 78/62/pc 82/56/pc 82/58/s
Rochester 74/49/pc 74/49/s 80/58/s
St. Louis 84/69/pc 86/71/t 89/71/pc
San Francisco 63/51/pc 63/51/pc 65/51/s
Seattle 72/50/pc 76/51/pc 73/52/pc
Wash., DC 74/61/pc 79/58/s 77/60/s

Cape Coral 89/71/t 89/71/t 91/71/t
Clearwater 88/73/t 89/75/t 90/74/t
Coral Springs 87/73/pc 87/74/pc 88/75/pc
Daytona Beach 87/71/pc 86/72/pc 87/72/pc
Ft. Laud. Bch 86/76/pc 88/77/pc 87/76/pc
Fort Myers 89/72/t 90/72/t 91/72/t
Gainesville 87/67/t 89/68/t 87/67/t
Hollywood 87/73/pc 88/74/pc 88/75/pc
Homestead AFB 85/73/pc 85/74/pc 86/75/pc
Jacksonville 89/68/t 87/70/pc 85/66/pc
Key West 87/80/sh 87/78/t 87/78/pc

Miami 87/75/pc 87/76/pc 87/76/pc
Okeechobee 86/71/t 83/71/t 86/72/pc
Orlando 90/70/t 89/71/t 89/71/t
Pembroke Pines 87/73/pc 88/74/pc 88/75/pc
St. Augustine 85/71/pc 84/73/sh 83/70/pc
St. Petersburg 88/72/t 88/74/t 91/74/t
Sarasota 86/71/t 87/72/t 91/71/t
Tallahassee 89/68/t 92/69/t 89/69/t
Tampa 87/71/t 87/72/t 90/74/t
W. Palm Bch 86/73/pc 86/74/pc 87/75/pc
Winter Haven 89/72/t 88/72/t 89/71/t

Acapulco 91/77/t 91/78/t 91/79/t
Athens 73/64/s 78/64/pc 78/62/s
Beirut 85/76/s 85/66/s 75/65/pc
Berlin 66/48/pc 71/46/s 69/47/s
Bermuda 76/69/s 76/67/r 74/67/s
Calgary 68/42/pc 67/42/t 69/43/pc
Dublin 61/44/pc 66/53/pc 63/53/r
Edmonton 67/41/s 74/41/s 71/45/s
Freeport 82/76/sh 84/75/sh 84/74/sh
Geneva 65/47/sh 70/44/s 72/47/c
Havana 88/69/t 88/69/pc 87/72/t
Hong Kong 90/82/pc 89/83/pc 90/83/pc
Jerusalem 88/71/pc 85/59/s 74/55/s
Johannesburg 71/46/s 70/47/s 72/46/s
Kiev 74/59/sh 71/56/sh 73/55/t

London 68/48/pc 71/52/pc 72/53/sh
Montreal 69/51/t 70/52/pc 75/60/pc
Moscow 73/59/sh 77/55/r 77/58/pc
Nice 72/59/pc 72/60/pc 72/60/pc
Ottawa 73/51/pc 73/50/pc 76/54/pc
Quebec 63/48/t 68/48/pc 74/55/pc
Rio de Janeiro 75/66/s 79/67/s 78/68/pc
Seoul 87/61/s 87/59/s 87/64/s
Singapore 89/78/t 88/79/t 88/79/t
Sydney 70/51/pc 71/52/sh 69/46/r
Toronto 74/50/pc 72/50/s 74/53/pc
Vancouver 66/51/pc 71/52/pc 70/52/pc
Vienna 63/48/c 68/51/pc 70/51/c
Warsaw 63/45/pc 67/48/c 68/48/c
Winnipeg 76/58/t 77/54/r 70/55/pc

 Today Sat. Sun.  Today Sat. Sun.

Flooding rain will target the southern Mississippi Valley once again today as a stubborn upper-level low continues 
to spin overhead. Slow-moving storms will drench western Florida as well. Spotty showers and storms will dot the 
Southeast. A weak area of low pressure will drop into the Northeast and will bring a few showers and thunder-

storms. A cold front will kick up a few storms across the Dakotas and Rockies. High pressure will bring pleasant 
conditions to the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley.

National Forecast for May 30

 Today Sat. Sun.  Today Sat. Sun.
 Today Sat. Sun.  Today Sat. Sun.

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow 
fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Some sun, a thunderstorm or two this afternoon; storms 
will be slow moving and bring heavy rain. A thunderstorm 
on the prowl tonight. A couple of thunderstorms around to-
morrow; storms will be slow moving and bring heavy rain.

On May 30, 1968, fl ooding in northeastern 
New Jersey caused $133 million in dam-
age. This followed a severe drought in the 
mid-1960s that led to water restrictions in 
the area.

A couple of thunderstorms this afternoon. 
Winds south-southeast 4-8 mph. Expect 
4-8 hours of sunshine with a 60% chance of 
precipitation and average humidity 70%.

• Even addresses may water on Thursday and 
Sunday. 

• Odd addresses may water on Wednesday 
and Saturday. 

• All watering should take place before 10 
a.m. and after 4 p.m.

First Full Last New

June 5 June 12 June 19 June 27

 Today Saturday

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2014
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Readings at Archbold Biological Station in Lake Placid

Heat Index
For 3 p.m. today
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Precipitation

Five-Day forecast for Highlands County

Almanac

U.S. Cities
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National Summary

Tides

UV Index Today
Weather History

Farm Report

Sun and Moon

Florida Cities

Water Restrictions

Regional Summary

Lake Levels

Shown are noon postions of weather systems and precipitation. 
Temperature bands are highs for the day.

Shown is today’s 
weather. Temperatures 
are today’s highs and 

tonight’s lows.
Readings at Palm Beach

Readings at St. Petersburg

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, 
the greater the need for eye and skin protection.

0-2 Low;  3-5 Moderate;  6-7 High;  
8-10 Very High;  11+ Extreme

Readings as of 7 a.m. yesterday
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Tallahassee

Apalachicola

Key West

Avon Park 

Sebring

Lorida
Lake Placid

Venus

Brighton

Pensacola

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

(
,
/
y

am
) 

Anon 1'nrk 1
........

11'/1)' W I ANY11 '111:N1 / / %I
h u n I A  rIM 4oclu % r

<bd) V nillr rrom Irrolpruu/h.L , I 2 1  mllc, frum WN4101111N
And 6 ndlci from SebrlnK

of Avon Park

(863) 453-6674
Hnuul Nrw I . loo mi k e  vc  row H I i of i l i l n l i n o  Fne11i 1y

Inp, twi l l  nud llutptUCn1 ,Q I%Ice %

Iuur% Avnllidrle 1)elh

t ,: 

1 T i l

1 i

EVER WON DER WHAT PEACE
'isto

I :M I 14

E'er _ t v
777 1  

rJ 

locif is 1t  ̀ ,{.. `; MILLER'S''. ;.:
&CO

(863) 699-5455 (863) 382-8488

_ SPECIALIST

Ropy

N"s-SUN ILLEIt'S
,aders

III oilN TmL A jNc.

M I E N
(863) 699-5455
(863) 382-8488 

CAC058675

www.MillersCentralAir.com
LL20 W. Interlake Blvd., Lake Placid, FL 33852

AT, I- f
1



JUNE 2014

C O M M U N I T Y
Showcase

Your Guide to Highlands County 
• Real Estate Listings
• Local Services 
• Interior Design

• Tips & Tricks
• Renovation Ideas
• Much More!

A special publication of:



 Page 2 News-Sun Community Showcase • May 30, 2014

M.C. 2000 Realty
CRS, GRI, e-Pro

MarieClaire@mchoy.com

www.mchoy.com

MUST SEE HOMES, RENTALS & LOTS!

LAKEVIEW, CANAL FRONT & POOL
Nice location across from Lake Grassy

And on a nice canal leading to the lake...
immaculate 3BR, 2BA, 2 car garage, Pool...

All appliances included...Vacant and Ready for you

$169,900

NICE QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD
Split bedroom plan, 3 BR, 2 BA, 2 Car Garage, 

Screened Porch, In-House Laundry Room. 
Vaulted Ceiling. Open floor plan.

$1000/month on a yearly lease

LAKE JUNE LAKEFRONT TOWNHOUSE  
It’s truly the best of both worlds... Endless fun on Lake June in your backyard and at the Lake June West Golf & Athletic Club,

located across the street... And practically maintenance free residence! This 3 bedroom, 2 & half baths offers 10’ ceilings, granite countertops, 
wrap around breakfast bar, and best of all a stunning Lakeview from the master bedroom balcony and the screened porch...What a Charm!

$299,500

LAKE JUNE ¾  ACRES LOT
The real estate market is moving again.

If your dream is to build your own home on Lake June
Do not wait any longer...Here is your chance...

100 x 340+/- lot...

$215,000

THEY THOUGHT ABOUT THE BOAT  
On a high corner lot, this 2BR, 2BA home with garage 

and boat parking was built by Winberry and has a nice flowing 
layout. Close to Lake Istokpoga where the 

best fishing is waiting for you.

$58,000

ON CANAL TO LITTLE & BIG LAKE JACKSON
2 BR, 2 BA, 2 car garage home waiting for the fisherman and his

catch. Split BR plan. Window enclosed large porch with nice
view of canal. Concrete Wide Seawall with covered dock. 

Don’t wait too long. CALL!

$81,000

CLOSE TO THE LAKEFRONT PARK
Spacious 2 BR, 2 BA, 2 Car Garage, in Placid Lakes.

Vaulted ceilings in Living Room.
Wrap-Around window family room.

$78,000

MULTI FAMILY
3 individual dwellings...Price set by Negotiator...

Main house nicely updated 3 bedrooms with hardwood floors.
Large family room. Backyard could be a beautiful garden.

Two apartments/studios downstairs with private entrances.

$79,000

SHORT

SALE

GREAT LOCATION ACROSS FROM LAKE
New listing!2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 Car Garage home 

with screened porch. Spacious Open Floor Plan 
and split bedroom plan. Great neighbors! 

Street of nice homes on the lake.

$78,000

UNDER

CONTRACT FOR

RENT ONLY

AS GOOD AS NEW
Beautiful 3 BR, 2 BA, home with vaulted ceilings
Granite counter top in Kitchen and Bathrooms
Breakfast Bar and Family Room. Really Nice.

$110,000

UNDER

CONTRACT

LAKE PLACID ACCESS
ACROSS THE STREET

This is a square 2.5 acres. 
Old Florida Charm

$119,000

ONE ACRE ON 
LAKE FRANCIS

100 ft. on the lake, 500 ft. deep, 
Ready to build

$145,000

LAKEFRONT PARK & BOATRAMP

ACROSS THE STREET 

This 2BR, 2BA, home needs your TLC Beautiful brick fireplace in 

Living Room Additional Bonus Room could be Office/Crafts room 

$49,900

SPACIOUS & WELCOMING HOME 

This home will please the entire family! Pantry in the Large Kitchen with 

breakfast nook nestled in a Bay Window. New Carpeting all thru the house. 

Arched windows. Owner Financing Available with good Down Payment

$118,500

LAKEVIEW, CANAL FRONT & POOL

Nice location across from Lake Grassy  And on a nice canal leading to 

the lake…  Immaculate 3BR, 2BA, 2 car garage, Pool…  All appliances 

included… Vacant and Ready for you

$161,000

THEY THOUGHT ABOUT THE BOAT 

On a high corner lot, this 2BR, 2BA, home with garage and boat parking 

was built by Winberry and has a nice flowing lay-out. Close to Lake 

Istokpoga where the best fishing is waiting for you.

$58,000

WATERFRONT HOUSE 

Spacious and Open floor plan. Large Kitchen. In-house Laundry Room. 

All tiled but carpet in BRs. Cleared next door lot available for $29,900

$139,900

CLOSE TO THE LAKEFRONT PARK 

Spacious 2 BR, 2 BA, 2 Car Garage, in Placid Lakes.  Vaulted ceilings 

in Living Room.  Move in ready

$82,000

• ONE ACRE LOT+/- On Street of Beautiful Homes
$22,000

• ON LAKE RACHAEL in Sebring, Residential Lot
$32,500 

• LAKEVIEW LOCATION:  2.5 Acres square
$99,000 

• ON LAKE FRANCIS:  ONE+ Acre, 100ft on Lake
$145,000

• ON LAKE JUNE:  100 ft frontage x 339 ft deep
$215,000

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

MLS# 229807

MLS# 229693

MLS# 226889

MLS# 227626

MLS# 229806

MLS# 228942

HALF ACRE OF 

PEACE ON EARTH 

2 Car Garage attached and a separate 

1 car garage/workshop Very well 

maintained 3BR, 2BA, large screened 

porch. FIREPLACE in Living Room. 

It is you and the Birds…

$148,500

LAKE JUNE LAKEFRONT 

TOWNHOUSE 

It is truly the best of both worlds… Endless fun 

on Lake June in your backyard and at the Lake 

June West Golf & Athletic Club, located across 

the street … And practically maintenance free 

residence! This 3 bedrooms, 2 & half baths 

offers 10’ ceilings, granite countertops, wrap 

around breakfast bar, and best of all a stunning 

Lakeview from the master bedroom balcony 

and the screened porch… What a Charm!

$299,500

MLS# 229727

MLS# 228810
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225541

WATERFRONT BEAUTY!

One of a kind 2/2/2 home on Red 
Beach Lake. Beautiful mature trees. 

Dock & shed w/electric Skeeter beater. 
Partial awnings. Irrigation from the 
lake. Come enjoy life on the lake!

RED BEACH LAKE $189,900

230069

NEW LISTING!

Beautifully remodeled, move-in ready, 
furnished 3/2/2 + golf cart garage 

mobile home features screened lanai 
w/vinyl windows & A/C unit.

HIGHLANDS RIDGE $79,900

230006

NEW ON MARKET!

Spacious 3/2/2 golf course home 
features; formal living/dining, wood 

flooring, huge kitchen open to family 
rm, + Florida/game rm, all w/ views 
of golf course + golf cart garage.

GOLF HAMMOCK $214,900

223993

GOLFER’S RETREAT!

Perfect as an investment or winter 
escape. Rental program available 
on this furnished 2/2 villa w/lanai, 

located in a popular golf community.
SPRING LAKE  $57,900

229836

PREMIER LOCATION!

This 3/2/2 + office home is newly 
constructed, move-in ready AND 
offers golf course views from the 

front & rear AND is adorned 
with majestic Oaks.

COUNTRY CLUB OF SEBRING $259,900

229553

AWESOME!

No updates needed in this move in 
ready 3/2/2 country club home.Take 
a relaxing dip in your in-ground spa 
overlooking a tranquil setting of lush 

Florida foliage.
COUNTRY CLUB OF SEBRING $224,900

229603

LOVE THE LOCATION!
Unique 3/3.5/2 courtyard home on 

cul-de-sac w/golf cart garage + 
private bedroom off the courtyard 

w/microwave, refrigerator & full 
bath. Courtyard w/waterfall + patio 

overlooking golf course.
COUNTRY CLUB OF SEBRING $184,900

229719

MOTHER IN LAW SUITE!

Remodeled 3/2 home w/2 family 
rms overlooking Lake Sylvan, 

includes mother-in-law suite w/its 
own entrance, rear screened porch 

& wood fence on both sides & a 
shed/workshop w/electric.

LAKE PLACID $85,900

229257

PRICED TO SELL!

Lovely furnished 2/2/2 + den home 
w/beautiful  air conditioned sunroom 
& oversized 2 car garage w/ skeeter 

beater. Located in 55+ gated golf 
community.

HIGHLANDS RIDGE  $59,900

228451

JUST BRING CANOE!

Newly constructed 3/2.5/2 home in 
gated community! Custom home 
features thermo pane windows, 

ceramic tile, solid wood cabinets, 
granite, Jacuzzi tub, covered lanai 

& community dock.
LAKE REGENCY WOODS $264,900

229881

GOLF COURSE BEAUTY!
This 3/2.5/2.5 + office home 

features side-entry garage w/cart 
door, master w/garden tub & WIC, 
wood cabinetry, SS appliances, 12’ 
ceilings, 8’ doors, paver brick drive, 
screened lanai & golf course view.

SUN N LAKES $249,500

221979

POND PARADISE!

Perfectly maintained, furnished 
3/2/2 mobile home w/vaulted 

ceilings, wood laminate, pickled oak 
cabinets, transom windows and a 

screened lanai overlooking the pond.
TANGLEWOOD $75,900

FISHERMAN’S PARADISE!

Home sits off the road w/almost 100 
orange trees in the front. This 3/2/2 + 
workshop home is located on over 2 

acres of lakefront property. Dinner Lake 
will suit all your boating & fishing needs.
DINNER LAKE $199,900

226524 222253

SPECTACULAR!

Beautiful, well kept 2/2/2 golf 
community home w/screened lanai 
that overlooks the lush landscaping. 

Golf cart garage with side entry
.

HIGHLANDS RIDGE $214,900

221215

BIRDIE LOVERS!
Popular open floor plan in this 3/2/2 

home  w/lg. kitchen, bay window 
overlooking the golf course, private 
master w/WIC & Jacuzzi tub, tiled 
lanai for entertaining + oversized 

tiled 2 car + cart garage.
HIGHLANDS RIDGE $224,900

55+ PARADISE!
Beautiful furnished 2/2/2 golfside 
villa located on the 9th fairway of 

the South Course. Loads of options 
including trim package, wood blinds 

& rounded corners. The double 
driveway & walk are paver brick.

HIGHLANDS RIDGE $227,500

225458

POND & GOLF VIEWS

This furnished 2/2/2 home has the 
best views of the Legendary South 

Course & pond! The family room has 
windows across the back to enjoy 

these views all day long.
HIGHLANDS RIDGE $209,900

223547

CORNER LOT!

Custom 2/2/2 home has gorgeous 
view of Lake Marlene, great room 

w/lg. picturesque window, an 
air conditioned Florida room & a 

screened lanai overlooking the lake.
GOLF HAMMOCK $139,500

229630

GOLF LIFESTYLE!

Reasonably priced 2/2/2 golf 
community villa w/over 1500 Living 

sq. ft., an end unit w/private backyard. 
(Roof replaced 2006 & AC 2010).

COUNTRY CLUB OF SEBRING $118,500

229445

225285

ROMANTIC SUNSETS!

1st floor 2/2 unit w/screened porch 
exiting to swimming pool! Enjoy 

awesome sunsets from your 
LAKE JACKSON condo.

LAKE JACKSON $59,000

GOLF HAMMOCK
1 Hammock Falls Cir. • Sebring, FL 33872
COUNTRY CLUB OF SEBRING

4800 Haw Branch Rd. • Sebring, FL 33875
HIGHLANDS RIDGE

3003 E. Fairway Vista Dr. • Avon Park, FL 33825863-382-6575

Kim Reed
381-6575

Helen Ferry
381-1089

Sandee Halbert
414-8090

Patty Roberts
381-5765

Lori Brown
835-1196

Shirley Faulk, CRS
202-0936

Sue Tellshow
446-1558

David Thompson
471-7007

Jamie LaMere
381-5763

Convenient 
Offices:

www.CountryClubRealtyofSebring.com
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Did you know, you can choose your closing agent? It’s true!
We at C & C Title Services offer our clients complete real estate settlement 
services. You can count on us for all your real estate closing needs. We are 
pleased to provide professional escrow officers and closing specialists well 
trained in real estate procedures, title insurance, taxes, deeds, and insurance.
We make every effort to be sure our clients experience a smooth closing by 
keeping track of all the details of the transaction with efficiency and accuracy.

863-402-0223 • www.cctitleservices.com
1111 US Hwy 27, South Sebring, FL 33870

Celebrating our 10th Anniversary!

Voted Best Title Agency in 2013 and Voted 
Heartland Association of Realtors Affiliate 

of the Year 2012 & 2013

You can CHOOSE your 
Closing Agent!

SYLVAN SHORES

HOME PLUS WORKSHOP
Charming 3/2/2, split floor plan, large porch, 

plus a 21x20 workshop, fenced back yard, 
close to Lake Clay’s public boat ramp.

MLS 229035 $103,000

ARBOR COVE

BEAUTIFUL WATERVIEW
3/2.5/1 townhouse overlooking Lake McCoy, feature 

granite counter tops, upgrated cabinets in kitchen and 
bathrooms, wood floors in living area, carpet in 

bedrooms, screen porch.

MLS 227954 MLS 229934$112,000 $155,900$99,900

Lovely 3/2/ Home w/detached garage/workshop
features crown molding,open floor plan, beautiful kitchen 

w/ top of the line appliances, screened lanai,
front porch, in perfect condition.

MLS 229905

Spacious 3/2.5/2 + Golf Cart Garage, home on 
Golf Course,split floor plan, fireplace,large family room.

New lower price $68,700Priced to sell quick  $130,000

Cute 2 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, 

1 Car Garage within walking distance to the mall. 

Perfect for first time homebuyer!

MLS 224026 $62,000

Call today 863-414-1450         Email: elease.deyoung@midfloridasales.com

www.midfloridasales.com
5805 27 N. Sebring, FL

SEBRINGNEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

SEBRING HILLS
LORIDA

MOBILE ON 2.3 ACRES
Furnished 3 bedrooms 2 baths, split floor plan, yr. built 

2007  wind rated at 120mph. Home is 14 x 80 
with a 30 x 16 Tex Composite Deck. 

MLS 228685
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1816 
W. Dinner Lake Dr. OPEN

HOUSE
10 AM - 12 PM 

Sat.
May 
31st.

It’s a 
Lakefront Paradise!

Jen Brown

GRI & Waterfront 
Specialist

JenBrown@email.com
www.LakeIstokpoga.com

With the knowledge and 
experience you need.

863-655-5554

Family Features

When considering a home ren-
ovation, think outside the box for 
design inspiration and setting the 
overall tone.

With homeowners staying in their 
homes longer due to the econo-
my, renovations should focus on 
usability and personal style. For 
those homeowners looking to sell, 
the market is still very much a buy-
er’s space, so quality additions that 
increase value are certainly top of 
mind. Luckily, there’s no need knock 
down walls or move plumbing to 
make an impact - simply start with 
small, quality updates to pack a dra-
matic punch for less money. Here 
are some ways to add quality and 
comfort within the different spaces 
of your home:

Entryway

As the first thing visitors see, 
your front door should always pro-
vide a good impression, reflecting 
the beauty that emanates through-
out your home. With doors, match-
ing the exterior and interior creates 
a flow into outdoor living spaces. 
Using doors as a part of the over-
all aesthetic can also allow for some 
creativity with glass accents or bold 
color choices. Choose a reliable 
door manufacturer, such as Ma-
sonite, that offers a wide breadth of 
finishes and styles using wood, steel 
and fiberglass. 

Living room

Add decorative touches to your 
living room with repurposed items 
found around the house. Fill a dec-
orative pitcher or an old tin water-

ing can with fresh flowers from the 
garden to add elegance to your cof-
fee table. Wrap assorted globe light-
ing fixtures or mason jars with wire 
and hang them in a grouping to dis-
play votive candles. For an eclectic 
and shabby chic feel, turn a vintage 
drawer on end to use as a bookshelf 
or bring in an old wooden crate to 
use as a side table. 

Kitchen

Refreshing your kitchen doesn’t 
require a major update. Add a new 
color to existing cabinetry by refin-
ishing or addinga new coat of paint. 
Would you like to add a glossy shine 
to the kitchen? Simply apply mesh-
back glass tile to fit the dimensions 
of cabinet door panels. Finish the 
update with a modern touch by re-
placing outdated hardware with the 
many new, stylish options available.

Bathroom

From tiles and countertops to 
faucets and showerheads, the op-
tions are endless for bathroom up-
dates. With wall-hung, stand-alone 
or pedestal styles, your choices for a 
new vanity are no exception. During 
a renovation, some homeowners 
begin their project by focusing on 
other bathroom elements like those 
mentioned above. But starting with 
the addition of a new vanity, like 
one of the many beautiful options 
from Ronbow, will set the stage for 
your bathroom and provide a focal 
point for the other design elements. 

Rooms throughout

From the master bedroom to the 
hall entryway, hardwood floors pro-

vide the ultimate in beauty and am-
biance. Refinishing gives your exist-
ing tired, worn out floors an instant 
upgrade that shines from room to 
room. 

By focusing on a few quality up-
dates, you can add beauty and com-
fort to your home to be enjoyed for 
many years or add value in a com-
petitive housing market. 

Add quality and comfort with 
room-to-room home additions
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A-Walden Shores
2204 Thoreau Dr.
Lake Wales, FL 33898
800 654-9715
waldenshores.com

B-Whispering Pines
101 Sunshine Dr.
Frostpoint, FL 33843t
800 422-4291
whisperingpinesfl.com

C-Villa Del Sol
1213 W Bohland St.
Avon Park, FL 33825
800 309-1069
villadelsol-fl.com

D-Town & Country
210 Cooper Rd.
Sebring, FL 33870
800 916-3002
townandcountryfl.com

E-Silver Oaks/Oak Gardens
205 White Poplar St.
Sebring, FL 33876
866 855-8703
silveroaks-oakgardens.com

F-Tropical Harbor
27 Rickert Dr.
Lake Placid, FL 33852
800 873-4692
tropical-harbor.com

$50 Rent
per month for 5 YEARS, 

then Lifetime Lease thereafter*

* First 10 new homes in each community
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ROOF LEAKING?
Roofing, Re-Roofing, Shingles, Flat Roofs, Roof Repairs,
Concrete Tile, Roof Inspections, Metal Roofing Systems,
Remodeling & Additions, Home Repair & Maintenance
Call Eugene Spires

863-402-9161
Serving Highlands County 

for over 40 Years
State Lic CCC 057971     State Lic CBC 1250907

Metro

The decision to downsize a home 
is often bittersweet. Many couples 
who downsize their homes do so af-
ter raising a family. A home might be 
fi lled with memories, but downsiz-
ing a home helps couples save more 
money, and that fi nancial fl exibili-
ty often allows men and women to 
more fully enjoy their retirement.

But in spite of the fi nancial impact 
of downsizing a home, there’s more 
than just money at stake for home-
owners thinking of downsizing their 
homes. The following are a handful 
of factors homeowners should con-
sider before downsizing to a small-
er home.

 Furniture

When downsizing to a small-
er home, many couples realize their 
current furniture is unlikely to fi t into 
a smaller home. That means couples 
will have to sell or donate their cur-
rent furniture and then buy all new 
items for their new home. If it’s been 
a while since you purchased new 
furniture, you might be in for some 
sticker shock on your fi rst visit to the 
furniture store. 

Another thing to consider regard-
ing your furniture is which items 
you simply can’t live without. An an-
tique dinner table might have been 
the centerpiece for your family hol-
idays over the last several decades, 
but there’s no guarantee it will fi t into 
your smaller home. You may want to 
pass this down to your son or daugh-
ter, but that’s only possible if he or 
she has the room for it. 

Before deciding to downsize, con-
sider your attachment to certain 
items that you may or may not be 
able to take with you to your new 

home and the emotional toll that 
selling such items might take if you’re 
left with no other options.

Real estate market

The real estate market can be a 
seller’s friend or foe. Many sellers 
have a sale price in mind when they 
decide to sell their home, but the real 
estate market can be fi ckle, so home-
owners should do their research be-
fore putting their home up for sale. 
Will the current market make it eas-
ier for you to get the most for your 
home, or will you have to settle for 
less than you prefer? How fast are 
similar homes in your area selling? 
When studying the real estate mar-
ket, it’s also a good idea to study the 
market for smaller homes.

If you plan on moving into a con-
dominium but the market is not 
fl ush with properties, you might end 
up paying more than you want to for 
your new home, which might negate 
the savings you are hoping for. 

Proximity to family

When downsizing to a smaller 
home, many couples move out of the 
suburbs and into cities or towns with 
more ready access to culture and 
restaurants. While that accessibility 
is great, grandparents may fi nd that 
it comes at the cost of less time with 
their grandchildren. That’s a steep 
price to pay for doting grandparents, 
and it may also impact your children 
if they frequently rely on grandma 

and grandpa for babysitting. Before 
downsizing, consider if you’re will-
ing to move further away from your 
family. If not, you likely can still fi nd 
a smaller home in close proximity to 
your current home and any nearby 
family members.

Medical care

Many older men and women must 
also consider the effect that mov-
ing may have on their medical care. 
Downsizing to a home in the country 
may make it harder to maintain con-
tact with your current physician, and 
rural areas typically have less med-
ical practitioners than more dense-
ly populated towns and cities. In ad-
dition, if you have been visiting the 
same physician for years, you may 
not want to move and have to start 
all over again with a physician who is 
unfamiliar with your medical history. 

Consider how much maintaining 
your existing relationship with your 
physician means to you, and if your 
next home will provide the kind of 
access to medical care you’re likely to 
need. Downsizing a home is not just 
about moving into a smaller proper-
ty. To ensure you’re making the right 
decision, many factors must be con-
sidered before making that move. 

Things to consider before downsizing your home

Metro

Older couples 
must consid-
er a host of 
factors before 
deciding to 
downsize their 
homes.
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House Payment Chart for 15 Year Mortgage
     4% 4.5%   5% 5.5%   6% 6.5%   7% 7.5%   8% 8.5% 9% 9.5%
$  50000    370   382   395   409   422   436   449   464   478   492   507   522
$  75000    555   574   593   613   633   653   674   695   717   739   761   783
$100000    740   765   791   817   844   871   899   927   956   985 1014 1044
$125000    925   956   988 1021 1055 1089 1124 1159 1195 1231 1268 1305
$150000  1110 1147 1186 1226 1266 1307 1348 1391 1433 1477 1521 1566
$175000  1294 1339 1384 1430 1477 1524 1573 1622 1672 1723 1775 1827
$200000  1479 1530 1582 1634 1688 1742 1798 1854 1911 1969 2029 2088
$225000  1664 1721 1779 1838 1899 1960 2022 2086 2150 2216 2282 2350
$250000  1849 1912 1977 2043 2110 2178 2247 2318 2389 2462 2536 2611
$275000  2034 2104 2175 2247 2321 2396 2472 2549 2628 2708 2789 2872
$300000  2219 2295 2372 2451 2532 2613 2696 2781 2867 2954 3043 3133
$325000  2404 2486 2570 2656 2743 2831 2921 3013 3106 3200 3296 3394
$350000  2589 2677 2768 2860 2953 3049 3146 3245 3345 3447 3550 3655
$375000  2774 2869 2965 3064 3164 3267 3371 3476 3584 3693 3803 3916
$400000  2959 3060 3163 3268 3375 3484 3595 3708 3823 3939 4057 4177

House Payment Chart for 30 Year Mortgage
     4% 4.5%   5% 5.5%   6% 6.5%   7% 7.5%   8% 8.5%   9% 9.5%
$  50000   239   253   268   284   300   316   333   350   367   384   402   420
$  75000   358   380   403   426   450   474   499   524   550   577   603   631
$100000   477   507   537   568   600   632   665   699   734   769   805   841
$125000   597   633   671   710   749   790   832   874   917   961 1006 1051
$150000   716   760   805   852   899   948   998 1049 1101 1153 1207 1261
$175000   835   887   939   994 1049 1106 1164 1224 1284 1346 1408 1471
$200000   955 1013 1074 1136 1199 1264 1331 1398 1468 1538 1609 1682
$225000 1074 1140 1208 1278 1349 1422 1497 1573 1651 1730 1810 1892
$250000 1194 1267 1342 1419 1499 1580 1663 1748 1834 1922 2012 2102
$275000 1313 1393 1476 1561 1649 1738 1830 1923 2018 2115 2213 2312
$300000 1432 1520 1610 1703 1799 1896 1996 2098 2201 2307 2414 2523
$325000 1552 1647 1745 1845 1949 2054 2162 2272 2385 2499 2615 2733
$350000 1671 1773 1879 1987 2098 2212 2329 2447 2568 2691 2816 2943
$375000 1790 1900 2013 2129 2248 2370 2495 2622 2752 2883 3017 3153
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Sherco Land Surveying Company
Robert P. Schuler, PLS
16 N. Lake Avenue
Avon Park, FL 33825

• Commercial
• Residential
• Construction Surveys
shercoinc@yahoo.com • www.licensedfloridasurveyor.com

Office: (863) 453-4113 • Cell: (863) 443-6230
Fax: (863) 453-4122

Heartland 
Inspections

Full Home Inspections
Wind Minigatation

4 Point Inspections
VISIT US ONLINE!

www.heartlandinspections.net 863-402-9161

#HI7878

Metro

Trees serve many purposes for 
a landscape, providing shade 
and habitats for birds and oth-
er animals and serving as  natu-
ral blinds between two homes. 
Trees are often beautiful elements 
of a natural landscape, adding 
aesthetic appeal to a property or 
even an entire community. But 
there are times when a tree must 
be removed, an action that, in 
many instances, requires the ser-
vices of a professional tree ser-
vice.

A tree with roots invading the 
foundation of a home or infring-
ing on a patio or walkway can be-
come a safety hazard. Other trees 
may cast shade where a pool is 
planned or cause disagreements 
between neighbors when the tree 
straddles a property line. These 
are instances when tree removal 
will be necessary, and a reputable 
service can advise as to the best 
methods for ridding the property 
of the troublesome tree.

Homeowners will need to do a 
bit of planning and research to 
remove trees safely and secure-
ly. It is best to contact a variety 
of different tree removal services 

and compare their offerings and 
prices. The cost of a tree remov-
al will vary depending on vari-
ous factors, including the height 
of the tree, its width, the num-
ber of branches it has, its location 
on a property and the proximity 
of that location to potential haz-
ards like power lines. Tree remov-
al may range from a few hundred 
dollars to several thousand.

When a tree is being removed, 
most of the branches will be re-
moved to make the tree more 
manageable. Trees are rare-
ly chopped at the base and al-
lowed to fall, as there simply isn’t 
enough room to safely take this 
approach. Sections of the tree will 
be cut, roped off and slowly low-
ered. A climber will scale the tree 
or use a cherry picker machine to 
reach the top of the tree to facili-
tate the process.

The pieces of the tree will be 
loaded into a wood-chipper for 
grinding before they are hauled 
away. 

Larger, heavier portions of the 
stumps may need to be moved 
later on with machinery. Hauling 
trees off the property may cost ex-
tra, so it is important that home-
owners read their contract thor-

oughly before signing on the 
dotted line.

Additional costs may be fac-
tored into the bill. These can in-
clude stump-and-root grind-
ing. Trees will be cut down to the 
stump. 

To prevent eyesores or tripping 
hazards, some homeowners opt 
to have the stumps ground down 
into sawdust. This will not re-
move all of the roots but will take 
care of most of the above-ground 
portion of the remaining stump. 
It is usually up to the homeowner 
to discard the sawdust or use it as 
a mulching material.

Expect the ground around the 
former tree to be soft, and there 
may be a depression depend-
ing on how much stump grind-
ing took place. Some people pre-
fer to wait a season for the ground 
to recover before planting some-
thing new. 

It may take a while for grass to 
sprout where a tree was once lo-
cated, and there may be bare 
spots when grass starts to grow in. 

Tree removal can be an expen-
sive venture but is necessary for 
different reasons. Be sure that 
tree-removal services are fully in-
sured before signing a contract.

What to expect when getting a tree removed

Metro

Installation of a pool may require the removal of trees. 
Larger trees are best removed by a professional.



 Page 14 News-Sun Community Showcase • May 30, 2014



News-Sun Community Showcase  • May 30, 2014 Page 15

Welcome to

A Gated, Lakeside Retirement Community

• Clubhouse
• Reading Rooms
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
• Swimming Pool
• Spa
• Electronically controlled gate

The natural beauty of Tomoka Heights is exquisite. Country living is 
all around you... the flowers, the lake, rolling hills, fresh air and caring 

neighbors. These magnificent single family homes and patio homes are at 
values you won’t find anywhere else in Florida! Tomoka Heights is what 

you came to Florida for... and it’s the best value anywhere!

• Homesites
• Custom 
   Homes
• Resales

13 Oakwood Ct., Lake Placid, FL
3½ miles North of Lake Placid; West off US 

27;entry at Tomoka Blvd. North

863.465.6411

CHEROKEE HOME 
INSPECTIONS INC.

Mold & Chinese Drywall Specialists • FEMA Inspectors

FHA Approved • All Insurance Inspections

Wind Mitigation & 4 Point
“We scout out your problems before they find you.”

Frederick Semon Sr.

863-465-9762
ses@cherokeehomeinspections.com

State License #HI 291 • Insured

Over 48 Years Experience

Sharron Semon

Fax# 863-465-6134

Metro

Not every creature that scurries is 
out to get prized petunias or to de-
vour tomatoes. In fact, many can 
prove benefi cial to gardens.

Bats

Bats have a bad reputation, as 
people unnecessarily fear bats be-
cause they believe them to be car-
riers of disease. But many bats feed 
off of insects or fruits and will not 
harm a human. The average brown 
bat can eat 1,000 mosquitoes in an 
hour, so it’s easy to see why bats are 
good to have around. 

Frogs

Frogs and toads will prey on in-
sects and make the local insect pop-
ulation more manageable. Toads eat 
mainly slugs, who feed on the leaves 
and fruits of many plants. Frogs and 
toads are attracted to water, so in-
cluding a pond or another water 
feature in the garden will provide 
them with a habitat they like.

Birds

While it is true that some birds can 
damage crops, many birds are con-
tent to feed on insects attracted to 

the garden, which helps to keep in-
sect numbers in check. Chickadees, 
for example, will dine on aphid eggs, 
while larger birds may prey on mice 
or other rodents or simply scare 
them out of the garden. Jays and 
mockingbirds are known to be feisty 
and can even deter dogs and cats 
from a yard. 

Hummingbirds will sip on the 
nectar of fl owers and help pollinate 
plants.

Snakes

Snakes in a garden can be discon-
certing to some people, but snakes 
are ideal predators who feed on in-
sects and rodents several times their 
size. Snakes are the right size and 
shape to invade the burrows of pest 
animals.

Butterflies and bees

Butterfl ies and bees are responsi-
ble for pollinating the vast majority 
of plants. Avoid using pesticides that 
may diminish butterfl y or bee popu-
lations. A beehive right next to a gar-
den may not be practical, but don’t 
make attempts to destroy it.

 Consult with a professional bee-
keeper to see what can be done to 
move the beehive without destroy-
ing it.

These animals may help your garden
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YOUR FRIENDLY HOMETOWN REALTOR

Family Owned & Operated Since 1973

Now with 3rd generation active in the business

Let Our Family Help Your Family

615 W. Main Street • Avon Park • 453-5678

Work with the people that know the area where you want to live
Our sales staff has a combined total of 165 years of calling “Avon Park our Home Town”

TOLL FREE: (800) 780-9550

FAX: (863) 453-0065

www.wordenrealty.net

On Call this Month:

Bud Worden 443-1952

Hal Worden 443-3028

Grant Worden 443-0159

BREATHTAKING HOME ON 4.75 AC.

This 4,480 sq.ft of heated & cooled custom-built 

4BR, (or 3+ Office), 3 bath (1 is a spacious Jack 

n Jill) home has endless features bay windows in 

LR & Dr (yes there’s a 2nd 12x14 dining area off 

the Kitchen & 29” FM RM), 14135 tiled Bonus Rm., 

double sided fireplace and much more.

   MLS# 228690 $330,000

UPSCALE GATED COMMUNITY
Immaculate Lake June Pointe Home. Great for 

entertaining on 1.45 acres. Sc’n Pool & 35’ Lanai. 

Unlimited flexibility, could be 6 BR’s. 2 master suites 

downstairs, plus 2 rooms: can be: bedroom, dining, 

office or hoppy. In addition to the 2 BR’s upstairs, there’s 

a 14’x24’ & 2 6x14 spaces that could be “whatever 

rooms”. Absolutely remarkable home. 15x16 Kitchen.

 MLS# 226414 $298,000

WELL KEPT NEIGHBORHOOD

Close to shopping, Post Office and churches. 

Furnished 2 BR, 2BA w/detached air conditioned 

garage or workshop. Kitchen with dishes flows into 

large open living room w/hardwood floors. CHA, Metal 

Roof installed in 2012. 150 ft. deep back yard.

MLS #230108  $34,900

WITH THE PRICE OF GAS LIKE IT IS…

This 2/2 is 4 or 5 blocks from city bathing beach, 

boat ramp, park tennis quarts, picnic area, post 

office, churches, restaurants, groceries, library, 

more! Private porch overlooking the lake, 

$175/mo. includes water, sewer, garbage, 

lawn maint. & building ins.

MLS# 227961 $52,000

MOVE-IN READY!

Surrounded by mature oak trees, 2 BR, 2 BA, dbl wide 

in the Knolls. 2,240 sq. ft. fully furnished, new floors & 

counter tops. Appliances, AC & Septic 4-5 years old. 

New roof in 2006. Outside shed. $125/yr entitles you 

to use of the Club house & recreational events.

MLS# 229227 $54,900

YOU WON’T BELIEVE THIS PRICE 

This 3 BR, 2BA, 1 car GR, split floor plan is a must-see. 

Fully remodeled and updated with new floors, paint 

and a no-maintenance metal roof. Very appealing 

screened-in porch for those Florida nights. 

Priced so you can move right in! 

MLS# 228183 $64,900

RECHARGE YOUR BATTERIES

Under that shade tree in the quiet of your own 18.5 ac. 

fenced 40x60 metal barn on slab w/roll-up & drive thru 

slider for RV or tractors. 3 stall horse barn & tack room. 

14 yr tenant pay $350 mo./ Mobile home. Has homesite 

w/septic & water plus extra nice owner’s mobile 

w/granite counter tops & new cabinets.

MLS# 226707 $215,000

OLD CHARM/2-STORY/4BR

Nestled between large oaks. Hardwood floors. 

Computer rm. FOR HER: Fireplace. Great kitchen 

& formal dining rm. FOR HIM: 27x36 CBS detached 

garage/workshop, newer metal roof on all. Eight blocks 

to the center of town a plus with those high gas prices.

MLS# 221044 $148,850

WATCH SUNSETS & FIREWORKS

OVER LAKE VERONA. 1st Floor, split-plan 2/2 condo 

(fees only $375/qtr includes lawn care, building 

exterior ins. & upkeep). 13’ porch w/AC, 23’ LR, 

new AC in ‘09. One of the few with a garage. 

MLS# 229206 $54,850

PICTURE YOUR BUSINESS
Less than 200’ of unobstructed view of US 27 w/over 

30,000 plus cars per day, completely renovated in 

2008, barely used since. Handicap access, attractive 

20’ lobby. 14 ft. conference room, kitchen, 2 offices, 

laminate floors. Across from Highlands Ind. Bank.

MLS# 227592 $89,675

Picture your business (or with the rent from some leased 

out till your business needed it all) in this 6,000 sq. ft 

building on Main St. with paved 91’x135’ for parking. 

MLS# 228392 $220,000

GREAT VISIBILITY FOR BUSINESS
Income producing carwash in Avon park. 

Concrete const. w/metal roof. Self-service stalls 

with additional “touchless” automatic drivein stall. 

Motivated seller will consider owner finance 

and/or trade.

MLS# 229421 $379,000

CARWASH BUSINESS

Commercial	 Investor	 Business

$15.00 PER SQUARE FOOT BUYS
16,628 sq. ft. zoned commercial - 7,200 office space 

includes large showroom and 9,080 warehouse. New roof 

inside & out paited, alarm system, fire annunciator sys. 

1600 amp 3 phase, great location, numerous restrooms.

MLS# 217278 $239,900

NO FEES…NO ASSOCIATION

Mr. Clean lived here! 2BR, 2BA villa. Steps 

away from market & 2 blocks to lake, city beach, 

picnic area, & boatramp. Metal roof in 2012, 

very well maintained. Washer and Dryer included. 

(2-1 Villa next door available also).

 MLS# 228921 $36,900

CITRUS GROVES - ACREAGE IN THE COUNTRY

1. 7.25 AC Citrus Grove w/6in well, close to city for future development, 

    sewer & paved streets on 3 sides $87,000

2.  4.86 Ac.- Cross-fenced-Pond-Pasture  $39,850

3. 14 Acs. - 500’ frontage on creek, fenced remote (#2&3 join) $99,900

4. 20 Ac. - Terrific get away, elec well, pasture/part wooded $124,900

COMMERCIAL- BUSINESS ZONING

1. Office/Shop for ? High Visability between Main Street & Post Office $75,000

2. 3,200 Sq. ft. CBS building, room to expand, open covered work area. $74,900

3. Office & Car Lot: Fronts US 27 across from Pizza Hut 135x100 $219,000
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PROTECT
THE ROOF OVER 

YOUR HEAD
✔ Roofing

✔ Re-Roofing

✔ Shingles

✔ Flat Roofs

✔ Roof Repairs

✔ Concrete Tile 

✔ Roof Inspections

✔ Metal Roofing Systems

✔ Remodeling & Additions

✔ Home Repair & Maintenance

State License CCC 057971 • CBC 1250970

Call Eugene Spires
Serving Highlands Co for over 40 years

June: On average about one storm every other year. Most June storms 
form in the northwest Caribbean Sea or Gulf of Mexico.

July: On average about one storm every year . Areas of possible devel-
opment spreads east and covers the western Atlantic, Caribbean, and 
Gulf of Mexico.

August: Activity usually increases in August. On average, about two to 
three storms form in August as the Cape Verde season begins. 

Life cycle of a typical hurricane season
Season starts slowly, with 

storms rare in June and July. 
But things change in August...
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America First
Air Conditioning & Heating
Residential • Commercial
2153 State Road 64 West • Avon Park, FL
Factory Trained Technicians

• We Service All Brands
• Repairs/Sales
• Service
• Air Purification 
• Heat Pumps
• Replacement
• Preventative Maintenance
• Free Replacement Estimates
• Licensed/Insured
• Over 20 Years Experience

Duct Repairs
and Cleaning

Se Habla EspañolNo Overtime Charges

License & Insured
License #CAC 058656

www.americafirstac.com
Drug Free Workplace

863-453-4741
SALES, SERVICE AND INSTALLATION

We are here for you no matter what the season.

September: The climatological peak of the season. Storms can form 
nearly anywhere in the basin. Long track Cape Verde storms are very 
possible. 

Very common for storms 
to form in the northwest 
Caribbean Sea and affect 
Florida in October.

Very common for storms 
to form in the northwest 
Caribbean Sea and affect 
Florida in October.

October: Secondary peak of the season is in mid-October. The Cape 
Verde season ends and the development area shifts westward, back 
into the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico and western Atlantic. 

November: Season usually slows down with about one storm occurring 
every other year. Storms that do form typically develop in the central Ca-
ribbean. 

Life cycle of a typical hurricane season
September is the peak of 
the season, but October is 
usually busiest for Florida.



 Page 4 News-Sun Hurricane Guide • May 30, 2014

10001 US Hwy 27 S. Sebring
1-888-206-5798

Take a tour at:
www.buttonwoodbay.com

Come for a Day...Stay for a Lifetime!

A 55+ 
Community

Lake Josephine 
Living with 

Resort Amenities!

• Vacation Rentals
• Reunions
• Corporate Housing

Come see 
us today!

VACATION 
RENTALS

$299*

per 
week

$599*

per 
month

*Offer is good only at participating resorts. Amenities and site types vary at each resort. 
Rates based on two person occupancy. Existing or previous reservations can only be 

extended, not changed, to obtain these rates. Subject to availability and change. 
Pet and cleaning fees may apply. Book by 08/31/14.

Pre-owned homes 
available for sale!

RV sites available!

Call for more information 

or to schedule a tour!

•Full Tree Service
•Tree Trimming & Removal
•Stump Grinding
•FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed & Insured!

The Cutting Edge LLC

OVER 20 YEARS OFEXPERIENCE!

SERVING ALL OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY!

863-202-1175Call today for 
Quality and 

Reliable Service! Great Prices! Gladly accepting both Visa and Mastercard.

Quality & 
Reliable Service

Calm season ahead
Forecasters at Colorado State University are predicting a 
below-average number of named storms for the Atlantic region.

Chance of a major 
hurricane (Category 
3-5) making landfall

Likelihood that 
a hurricane will hit

Name that storm

How 2014 compares

U.S.

Mexico
Cuba

© 2014 MCT

Caribbean Sea

Atlantic 
Ocean

East 
Coast

Gulf 
Coast

Caribbean

Named storms

2014 storm names

3
1

129
Named storms

Major hurricanes
2Major hurricanes

Annual average,
1981-2010Predicted for 2014

Hurricanes
6.5Hurricanes

20%

19
28

Arthur
Bertha

Cristobal
Dolly

Edouard
Fay

Gonzalo
Hanna

Isais
Josephine

Kyle
Laura
Marco
Nana
Omar

Paulette
Rene
Sally

Teddy
Vicky

Wilfred
Source: University of 

Colorado, National 
Hurricane Center
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HIGHLANDS COUNTY
2014 HURRICANE SEMINAR

Saturday, May 31, 2014 • 10:00 AM

AGRI-CIVIC CENTER
 4509 George Blvd. • Sebring

Do you...
HAVE YOUR SUPPLY KIT READY?

KNOW WHAT SHOULD BE IN YOUR SUPPLY KIT?

KNOW WHERE TO FIND STORM UPDATES?

KNOW WHERE SHELTERS ARE LOCATED?

✔

✔

✔

✔

HIGHLNDS COUNTY 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Phone 863-385-1112 • Fax 863-402-7400

scanaday@hceoc.org/jkaplan@hceoc.org

For answers to these and other 
important questions, plan to 

attend this important seminar!

PLACID ARMS APTS.
108 ARRON DRIVE, LAKE PLACID, FL 33852

Office 863-465-6676 or

T.D.D. 800-955-8771

8am-1pm, M-F

Now accepting applications for 1-2-3 BR apts. Central heat and air, blinds, 
appliances, on-site laundry, outside storage units, water, sewer, garbage incl.

Rent starts at: 

1 br - $538, 2 br - $590, 3 br - $641

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

BY MEGHAN BARR
 Associated Press

NEW YORK — A slower-than-usu-
al hurricane season is expected 
this year because of an expected El 
Nino, federal forecasters said Thurs-
day, but they warned that it takes 
only one storm to wreak havoc and 
urged Americans to be prepared.

The El Nino, which warms part 
of the Pacific every few years and 
changes rain and temperature pat-
terns around the world, will likely 
reduce the number and intensity of 
tropical storms and hurricanes, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration said in New York 
City.

Cooler temperatures on the sur-
face of the Atlantic Ocean compared 
with recent years will also lower the 
probability of hurricane formation.

“El Nino helps to reduce the abili-
ty of storm systems coming off Afri-
ca to strengthen into tropical storms 
and hurricanes,” said Dr. Gerry Bell, 
NOAA’s top hurricane season fore-
caster.

Bell cautioned that El Nino has 

not yet developed and officials have 
not yet issued any forecasts for it.

Officials expect about eight to 13 
named tropical storms and three 
to six hurricanes. One or two ma-
jor hurricanes with winds over 110 
miles per hour are forecast.

The six-month storm season be-
gins June 1.

Forecasters got it wrong last year 
when they predicted an unusually 
busy hurricane season. There were 
13 named storms and two hurri-
canes, Umberto and Ingrid, both of 
which were Category 1, the lowest 
on the scale that measures hurri-
canes by wind speed. There were no 
major hurricanes.

In 2012, storm surge was devastat-
ing to the New York area when Su-
perstorm Sandy slammed the East 
coast, killing 147 people and caus-
ing $50 billion in damage. Sandy 

lost hurricane status when it made 
landfall in New Jersey.

A new mapping tool this year will 
keep coastal residents updated on 
the storm surge threat, using tides 
and currents to predict how high 
the surge might be and where exact-
ly it will hit, said Dr. Holly Bamford, 
director of NOAA’s National Ocean 
Service.

“Storm surge can be deadly,” 
Bamford said. “It only takes six inch-
es of fast-moving water to knock an 
adult over.”

The map will be activated when a 
hurricane or tropical storm watch 
is announced, or about 48 hours 
before the onset of tropical storm 
force winds, and updated along 
with National Weather Service advi-
sories every six hours.

New York City officials also 
launched “Know Your Zone,” a hur-

ricane awareness campaign that is 
being billed as a “one-stop-shop” for 
hurricane preparedness. New York-
ers can go onto the city’s website 
(http://nyc.gov/knowyourzone ) to 
find out which evacuation zone they 
reside in and other critical storm-re-
lated information.

“The effects of Sandy make it clear 
why you must be prepared,” said Jo-
seph Bruno, the city’s commission-
er of the office of emergency man-
agement.

The Atlantic hurricane season 
goes through cycles of high and low 
activity about every 25 to 40 years 
based on large scale climatic pat-
terns. Since 1995, an average season 
has 15 named tropical storms, eight 
hurricanes and about four major 
storms. The last time a major hurri-
cane made landfall in the U.S. was 
when Wilma came ashore in 2005, 
an eight-year stretch that is the lon-
gest on record.

During the six-month season, 
forecasters name tropical storms 
when top winds reach 39 mph; hur-
ricanes have maximum winds of at 
least 74 mph.

Forecasters predict slow Atlantic hurricane 
season ... but they’ve been wrong before

‘El Nino helps to reduce the ability of storm systems coming off 
Africa to strengthen into tropical storms and hurricanes.’

Dr. Gary Bell

NOAA’s top hurricane forecaster
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Sponsored by…
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Come into the center to complete an online application. M-F 8:30am-5:00pm
For more information call 863-402-2786 or visit our website at: www.Agero.com

3310 US Highway 27 South, Sebring, Florida 33870

HIGHLANDS COUNTY HIGHLANDS COUNTY 
EMERGENCY NUMBERSEMERGENCY NUMBERS
Animal Control........................................ 655-6475
Avon Park Fire Department.....................453-6557
Avon Park Police Department..................453-6622
Emergency Management ....................... 385-1112
Emergency Medical Services.................. 402-6630
Highlands Co. Health Department ........ 382-7355
Highlands County Public Information .... 386-6836
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office ......... 402-7200
Lake Placid Police Department .............. 699-3757
Highlands County Red Cross ................ 386-4440
Sebring Fire Department........................ 471-5107
Sebring Police Department .................... 471-5105

North America’s leading roadside assistance provider.

We ’re taking roadside assistance to the next level,
and we can do the same for your career!



64 WEST
COLLISION REPAIR
COMPLETE AUTO BODY

REPAIR AND PAINT

FREE ESTIMATES
863-453-5445

All Insurance Companies Welcome
Avon Park • 2215 SR 64W

www.64westcollisionrepair.com

CURRENT STORM INFORMATION
National Weather Service               

www.weather.gov

National Hurricane Center              
www.nhc.noaa.gov

MOBILE NHC AND NWS INFO
Mobile NHC website (HTML) 

www.nhc.noaa.gov/mobile

Mobile NWS website (HTML) 
mobile.weather.gov

HISTORICAL STORM INFORMATION
National Climatic Data Center        

www.ncdc.noaa.gov

NOAA Coastal Services Center     
www.csc.noaa.gov

EMERGENCY/PREPAREDNESS INFO
American Red Cross                     

www.redcross.org

FEMA 
www.fema.gov

OTHER INFORMATION
NHC advisory emails 

www.nhc.noaa.gov/signup.shtml

CPHC advisory emails 
www.prh.noaa.gov/cphc/pages/signup.php

Audio Podcasts 
www.nhc.noaa.gov/audio/index.shtml

Geographic Information System Data 
www.nhc.noaa.gov/gis/

NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards 
www.weather.gov/nwr

Hurricane Tracking Charts 
www.weather.gov/os/hurricane/

Where to find the                     
latest information

Special to the News-Sun

When it comes to hurri-
canes, wind speeds do not 
tell the whole story. Hurri-
canes produce storm surg-
es, tornadoes and often the 
most deadly of all — inland 
flooding.

“In the last 30 years, in-
land flooding has been re-
sponsible for more than 
half the deaths associated 
with tropical cyclones in the 
United States,” said Ed Rap-
paport, National Hurricane 
Center.

While storm surge is al-
ways a potential threat, 
more people have died from 

inland flooding in the last 30 
years.

Intense rainfall is not di-
rectly related to the wind 
speed of tropical cyclones. 
In fact, some of the greatest 
rainfall amounts occur from 
weaker storms that drift 
slowly or stall over an area.

Inland flooding can be a 
major threat to communi-
ties hundreds of miles from 
the coast as intense rain falls 
from these huge tropical air 
masses.

The United States has a 
significant hurricane prob-
lem. More than 60 percent 
of our nation’s population 
live in coastal states from 

Maine to Texas, Hawaii and 
Puerto Rico.

Hurricane Floyd (1999) 
brought intense rains and 
record flooding to the east-
ern U.S. Of the 56 people 
who perished, 50 drowned 
due to inland flooding.

Tropical Storm Alber-
to (1994) drifted over the 
southeast United States and 
produced torrential rainfall. 
More than 21 inches of rain 
fell at Americus, Ga. Thir-
ty-three people drowned. 
Damages exceeded $750 
million.

Tropical Storm Claudette 
(1979) brought 45 inches of 
rain to an area near Alvin, 

Texas, contributing to more 
than $600 million in dam-
ages.

Hurricane Agnes (1972) 
produced floods in the 
northeast United States 
which contributed to 122 
deaths and $6.4 billion in 
damages.

So, the next time you hear 
hurricane — think inland 
flooding.

What can you do?

 ■  When you hear hurri-
cane, think inland flooding.

 ■ Determine whether you 
live in a potential flood 
zone.

 ■ If advised to evacuate, do 
so immediately.

 ■ Keep abreast of road con-
ditions through the news 
media.

 ■ Move to a safe area be-
fore access is cut off by flood 
water.

 ■ Do not attempt to cross 
flowing water. As little as six 
inches of water may cause 
you to lose control of your 
vehicle...two feet of water 
will carry most cars away.

 ■ Develop a flood emer-
gency action plan with your 
community. 

For more information, vis-

it ww.nws.noaa.gov/om

Inland flooding from hurricanes can be deadly
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Limited space available. 

Call today! 863 655-3155

Reservations only

When Highlands County is threat-
ened by high winds, the prima-
ry shelters will be opened. As these 
shelters near capacity, officials will 
open the second tier of shelters, 
which are primarily public schools 
and are not wind compliant. 

Citizens in the Lake Placid area 
are encouraged to drive to Sebring 
and utilize wind compliant shelters.

Avon Park
PRIMARY

 ■ Avon Park Recreation Center, 207 
E. State St.

SECONDARY
 ■ South Florida Community College 

University Center, 600 W. College 
Drive.

 ■ Avon Elementary School Cafeteria 
(is wind compliant), 705 W. Winthrop 
St.

Lake Placid
PRIMARY

 ■  Lake Placid High School, 202 
Green Dragon Drive
SECONDARY

 ■ None

Sebring
PRIMARY

 ■ Highlands County Fairgrounds Con-
vention Center, 781 Magnolia Ave.
SECONDARY

 ■ Sebring High School Multi-use Audi-
torium, 3514 Kenilworth Blvd.

 ■ Fred Wild Elementary School cafete-
ria, 1910 Highlands Ave.

 ■ Woodlawn Elementary School cafe-
teria, 718 Fielder Blvd.

Special Needs Shelter
This shelter does not provide 

medical care such as a medical fa-
cility. It does not provide the com-
fort and convenience of a home or 
hotel. No advanced medical equip-
ment or staff will be available.

PRIMARY
 ■ Bert J. Harris Jr. Agri-Civic  Center, 

4509 George Blvd., Sebring

SECONDARY
 ■ Highlands County Health Depart-

ment, 7205 S. George Blvd., Sebring.

Pet Shelters
When Highlands County will be 

impacted by high winds, the follow-
ing Pet shelter(s) would be opened 
as needed on an first come basis as 
room is very limited. These shelters 
are in cooperation with private ani-
mal kennels and the Avon Park Holi-
ness Camp:

 ■ Avon Park Holiness Camp (is not 
wind compliant), 1001 West Lake Isis 
Ave., Avon Park 

 ■ Dawg House (pets only), 69 Dawg 
House Drive, Lake Placid 

 ■ Dog Design by Dana (pets only), 
701 Thunderbird Hill Road, Sebring

First aid kit
Medicine, prescriptions
Baby food and diapers
Games, books, music 
players with headphones
Toiletries
Battery-powered radio 
and cell phone (don’t for-
get the charger).

Flashlights
Extra batteries
A blanket or sleeping bag 
for each person
Identification (for adults).
Copies of key papers 
such as insurance poli-
cies
Cash, credit card

Where to go 
if you need 
a shelter

What to bring with you  
if you have to go to a 

hurricane shelter
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(Next to ALAN JAY FORD) Licensed & Insured Highlands #HC00107 • State #CR-C058264

HIGH VELOCITY
HURRICANE SHUTTERS

With over 20 years experience, Edsco & Associates are your hurricane shutter and
storm protection experts. We offer a quick turn around from the point of order to

installation, and offer all types of shutters. Call for a free estimate. Edsco &
Associates is a member of the American Shutter Systems Association.

With over 20 years experience, Edsco & Associates are your hurricane shutter and
storm protection experts. We offer a quick turn around from the point of order to

installation, and offer all types of shutters. Call for a free estimate. Edsco &
Associates is a member of the American Shutter Systems Association.

1461 Lake 
Groves Rd. NW
Lake Placid, FL

Tel (863) 465-3555
Cell (863) 214-1685
Fax (863) 699-6771

Edsco & Associates, Inc.
YOUR HURRICANE & STORM PROTECTION EXPERTS

Accordian Shutters • Aluminum Panels
Clearview Lexan Panels

(10-Year Warranty Made by GE)

Bahama Shutters • Clamshell Awnings
Edsco & Associates manufactures shutters to your specifications so they always fit.

HIGH VELOCITY
HURRICANE SHUTTERS

Before the hurricane season
 ■ Learn location of official shelters.
 ■ Make emergency plans for pets.
 ■ Check emergency equipment, such 

as flashlights, generators and bat-
tery-powered NOAA Weather Radio All 
Hazards and cell phones.

 ■ Buy food that will keep and store 
drinking water.

 ■ Buy plywood or other material to 
protect your home.

 ■ Clear loose and clogged rain gut-
ters and downspouts.

 ■ Trim trees and shrubbery.
 ■ Decide where to move your boat in 

an emergency.
 ■ Review your insurance policy.

When there is a hurricane 
watch for the area

 ■ Frequently listen to radio, TV or 
NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards for 
official bulletins of the storm’s prog-
ress.

 ■ Fuel and service family vehicles.
 ■ Inspect and secure mobile home 

tie downs.
 ■ Have extra cash on hand.

 ■ Prepare to cover all windows and 
doors with shutters or other shielding 
materials.

 ■ Check batteries and stock up on 
canned food, first-aid supplies, drink-
ing water and medications.

 ■ Bring in light-weight objects such as 
garbage cans, garden tools, toys and 
lawn furniture.

When there is a hurricane 
warning for the area

 ■ Closely monitor radio, TV or NOAA 
Weather Radio All Hazards for official 
bulletins.

 ■ Close storm shutters.
 ■ Follow instructions issued by local 

officials. Leave immediately if ordered!
 ■ If evacuating, leave as soon as pos-

sible. Stay with friends or relatives, 
at a low-rise motel or at a designated 
public shelter.

 ■ DO NOT stay in a mobile or manu-
factured home.

 ■ Notify neighbors and a family mem-
ber outside of the warned area of your 
evacuation plans.

 ■ Take pets with yoif possible, but re-
member, most public shelters do not 

allow pets other than those used by 
the handicapped. Identify pet-friendly 
motels.

If staying at home 
during a storm

 ■ Turn refrigerator to maximum cold 
and keep closed.

 ■ Turn off utilities if told to do so by 
authorities.

 ■ Turn off propane tanks.
 ■ Unplug small appliances.
 ■  Fill bathtub and large containers 

with water in case tap water is unavail-
able. Use water in bathtubs for clean-
ing and flushing only. Do NOT drink it.

Plan to leave if you...
 ■  Live in a mobile home. They are 

unsafe in high winds no matter how 
well fastened to the ground.

 ■ Live near a river or a flood plain.
 ■ Live in a high-rise building. Hurri-

cane winds are stronger at higher ele-
vations.

If winds become strong...
 ■ Stay away from windows and doors, 

even if they are covered. Take refuge 
in a small interior room, closet or hall-
way.

 ■ Close all interior doors. Secure and 
brace external doors.

 ■ If yoare in a two-story house, go to 
an interior first floor room.

 ■ If yoare in a multi-story building and 
away from water, go to the first or sec-
ond floor and stay in the halls or other 

interior rooms away from windows.
 ■ Lie on the floor under a table or 

other sturdy object.

Be alert for...
 ■ Tornadoes. They are often spawned 

by hurricanes.
 ■ The calm “eye” of the storm. It may 

seem like the storm is over but after 
the eye passes, the winds will change 
direction and quickly return to hurri-
cane force.

After the storm
 ■ Keep listening to radio, TV or NOAA 

Weather Radio All Hazards.
 ■ Wait until an area is declared safe 

before entering.
 ■ Watch for closed roads. If yocome 

upon a barricade or a flooded road, 
“Turn Around Don’t Drown!”

 ■ Avoid weakened bridges and 
washed out roads.

 ■ Stay on firm ground. Moving water 
only 6 inches deep can sweep yooff 
your feet. Standing water may be elec-
trically charged from power lines.

 ■ Once home, check gas, water and 
electrical lines and appliances for 
damage.

 ■ Use a flashlight to inspect for dam-
age. Never use candles and other 
open flames indoors.

 ■ Do not drink or prepare food with 
tap water until officials say it is safe.

 ■ If using a generator, avoid carbon 
monoxide poisoning by following manu-
facturer’s instructions.

 ■ Don’t walk in flooded areas with 
downed power lines.

Hurricane Season 101
A quick guide on what to 

do and when to do it
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GLA D E S
Electric Cooperative, Inc.
“Neigbors Working for Neighbors”

A Touchstone Energy®
Cooperative

SAFETY
TIPSBe Prepared

Looking out for you.

Lake Placid: (800) 226-4025

Moore Haven:(800) 226-4024

Okeechobee: (800) 226-4023

www.GladesEC.com

Hurricanes can cause devastating damage to Homes and Businesses. 

In the event of a power failure, we recommend that 

you follow the following tips:

Always assume that wires on the ground are energized. 

Stay away from down wires!

The improper use of generators can be extremely dangerous. 

Only operate your generator in a well ventilated area and only 

a qualified electrician should connect your generator to your 

home’s electrical system.

We are working as quickly and safely as possible restore 

power. Your cooperation and patience is appreciated.
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Minimal: Damage primarily to shrubbery, trees, 
foliage and unanchored mobile homes. No real 
damage to other structures. Storm surge typi-
cally 4-5 ft. above normal.

Moderate: Some trees blown down. Major dam-
age to exposed mobile homes. Some damage 
to roofing materials, windows and doors. Storm 
surge typically 6-8 feet above normal.

Extensive: Large trees blown down. Mobile 
homes destroyed. Some structural damage to 
roofing materials of buildings. Some structural 
damage to small buildings. Storm surge typical-
ly 9-12 feet above normal.

Extreme: Trees blown down. Complete destruc-
tion of mobile homes. Extensive damage to 
roofing materials, windows and doors. Com-
plete failure of roofs on many small residences. 
Storm surge typically 13-18 feet above normal.

Catastrophic: Complete failure of roofs on 
many residences and industrial buildings. Ex-
tensive damage to windows and doors. Some 
complete building failures. Storm surge typical-
ly greater than 18 feet above normal.
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Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale

Life Cycle of a Cape Verde HurricaneLife Cycle of a Cape Verde Hurricane
A hurricane is a type of tropical cyclone – an orga-
nized rotating weather system that develops in the 
tropics and rotate counterclockwise in the Northern 
Hemisphere. They are classified as follows:

TROPICAL DEPRESSION
An organized system of persistent clouds and thun-
derstorms with a closed low-level circulation and 
maximum sustained winds of 38 mph (33 knots) or 
less.

TROPICAL STORM
An organized system of strong thunderstorms with 
a well defined circulation and maximum sustained 
winds of 39 to 73 mph (34-63 knots).

HURRICANE
An intense tropical weather system with a well de-
fined circulation and sustained winds of 74 mph (64 
knots) or higher. In the western North Pacific, hurri-
canes are called typhoons, and similar storms in the 
Indian Ocean are called cyclones.

Tropical Cyclone Classifications



We at Positive Medical are dedicated 
to providing the best medical care and 
assistance to our patients. In order to 
reflect that dedication, we offer you a 
wide range of services including BLS 
transport.

• Advanced Life Support
• Basic Life Support
• Critical Care Transport
• Bariatric Transport
• Wheelchair Services
• Out of State Transport

CALL US TODAY!
1-877-605-3204 
863-655-0030

Visit us online at pmtinc.us

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
CALL 911
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