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By CHRISTOPHER TUFFLEY
christopher.tuffley@newssun.com

SEBRING — Susie Bishop is running
for the position of Supervisor of
Elections. She is a Highlands County
native, born in Avon Park and raised in
Sebring. 

Bishop graduated from Sebring High
School in 1981, earned an associate
degree of arts in business from South

Florida Community College and a bach-
elor of arts degree in organizational
management from Warner Southern
College in 1999. That same year she
received a Florida teacher certificate in
secondary business education.

Her experience crosses a wide spec-
trum.

With her husband Nick Bishop, she
co-managed the family’s dairy farm;

then worked as a non-instructional clerk
and elementary special education
teacher with the school district; served
as area director for United Way of
Central Florida; was business develop-
ment manager for Glades Electric; and
most recently worked as business devel-
opment manager for Atlanticblue Inc.,

Bishop wants to increase voter education
CANDIDATE PROFILE

Susie Bishop is running for
Supervisor of Elections
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Avon Park
Wednesday, 9 p.m.
over Lake Verona

Lake Placid
Tuesday, 9 p.m.
over Lake June

Sebring
Wednesday, 9 p.m.
over Lake Jackson

Sun ’N Lake
Tuesday, 9 p.m.

at the Community Center.

By BILL KACZOR
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — A trio of con-
stitutionally questionable measures
and legislation designed to crack
down on no-fault auto insurance
fraud are among about 150 new
Florida laws going into effect
Sunday.

A law that bans state and local
governments from hiring companies
that do business in Cuba and Syria
already has been challenged in court
and a federal judge has at least tem-
porarily put it on hold.

Gov. Rick Scott’s administration
earlier announced it would not put
into effect a second new law allow-
ing random drug testing of state
employees until a legal challenge to
a similar executive order issued by
Scott is resolved.

Another statute that permits inspi-
rational messages, including prayers,
in public schools has drawn threats
of lawsuits. Legal action, however,
may not be necessary to negate the
law because it gives local school
boards the option of implementing it. 

Slew of
laws hit
books
today

Shakespeare 
in The Park

News-Sun photo by SAMANTHA GHOLAR
Children’s Academy of Theater actor Hope Flores rehearses Friday afternoon with fellow cast members.
Flores is gearing up for her role as ‘Puck’ in ‘A Kidsummer Night’s Dream,’ an adaptation of William
Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’.

By SAMANTHA GHOLAR
sgholar@newssun.com

AVON PARK — Summers are
filled with dreams and magic, or at
least this upcoming week will be
for the Children’s Academy of
Theater, Inc. 

For the 13th year, the CAT will
be presenting their adaptation of a
classic piece of literature on stage
for the community to enjoy.

Founder and Director Krista
Flores has worked countless hours
with the cast and off-stage help to
present her adaptation of William
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream” which Flores calls
“A Kidsummer Night’s Dream.”

“I really felt the need to do
something magical and fantastic.
I’ve never done this play with CAT
before, but I wanted to spread the

magic to everyone and have a mid-
summer night’s dream. I wanted to
do something fantastic,” Flores
explained.

“A Kidsummer Night’s Dream”
will begin it’s week-long produc-
tion Monday at 11 a.m. The show
will run daily (excluding July 4) at
11 a.m. until Saturday at the Avon

Young actors ready to present ‘A
Kidsummer Night’s Dream’ in AP

News-Sun photo by ED BALDRIDGE
YMCA Drowning Prevention Instructor Chelsey
Stegman reads ‘Bo to the Rescue’ to her class
on Friday. The book as about being safe
around the water.

By ED BALDRIDGE
ed.baldridge@newssun.com
SEBRING — It all hap-

pens too fast.
You are putting the laundry

into the dryer when you turn
around and your toddler is
gone.

Searching frantically, you
finally discover the door to
the pool open.

You rush in, knowing the
worst has happened. Your
heart races and your panic
rises.

Gratefully, you find your
child sitting on the decking at
the edge of the pool, soaking
wet, a little shaken, but OK.

You rush over to scoop
them up, give them a hug and

YMCA offers free
drowning prevention
classes on weekends

See CAT, page 5A

See YMCA, page 4A

See BISHOP, page 5A

See NEW, page 7A
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By SAMANTHA GHOLAR
sgholar@newssun.com

AVON PARK – Walt
Pierce is a well-known air-
plane stunt performer (more
commonly called a barn-
stormer) and avid plane
enthusiast. Pierce has been
“wing-walking” and per-
forming spectacular stunts
for decades and enjoys every
second of his unique profes-
sion.

The New Mexico native
began his fascination with
planes, which spanned his
commercial pilot career into
something greater, at a very
young age.

“I was an airplane kid. I
used to ride my bike to the
airport near my house when
I was little and just sort of
discovered it,” Pierce said.

Pierce is good at discover-
ing things it seems. Decades
after he discovered his pas-
sion for airplanes Pierce has
discovered a unique piece of
Highlands County history.

“I found these old photos
at the airport in Avon Park,”
Pierce said. “They’re pretty
old. Some are from 1934.
They show the family that
lived near it and the progress
of the airport. It’s mostly
buildings; there was not a lot
of activity out there at that
time.”

The wallet-sized, black
and white photos depict the

early usage of the Avon Park
airport as well as the pilots,
barnstormers and families
who used to run the facility.

“These pictures are impor-
tant. They show a lot of his-
tory about the area. It’s not
something that the general
public is extremely interest-
ed in, but I had one book
made and given to the
Historical Society,” Pierce
said.

Pierce feels the photos are
a unique and much needed
part of not only pilots and
airport personnel but to the
community as a whole.
Some of the photos include
former FBO (Avon Park air-
port commercial operation)
co-owner Don Gossick and
his Stearman plane. The
Gossick family operated the
FBO for more than 20 years.
The photos also show the
original airport hangar,
which dates back to the early
1930s.

“I wanted to do this serv-
ice to the people. I grew up
around planes in the ’70s
and there are still some peo-
ple around here that will find
this stuff interesting like I
do,” Pierce said.

As for Pierce, he contin-
ues to look for ways to
inform the public on the his-
tory of his art as well as the
history of the community
surrounding them. Pierce

continually practices and
performs to entertain friends
and strangers alike, while
giving them a little piece of
himself.

“I’ve turned this into a
way of life. I keep at the air-
shows because they are a
part of my life,” Pierce said.

For more information on
Pierce visit his website,
www.barnstormerwalt.com/.
Photos of the early AP air-
port can be seen at the Avon
Park Historical Society or on
Pierce’s Facebook page by
searching “Barnstormer Walt
Pierce.”
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Centennial Celebration
plans are moving along
great and The Mayor’s
Street Dance is going to be
serious fun. It will be free
and open to the public for
all to enjoy. Save the date
now for Thursday, Oct. 18,
2012. The circle and all the
spoke streets will be closed
from 3-10 p.m. 

Begin at 5 p.m. with the
Downtown Centennial Tri-
Chamber Mixer. Mix, min-
gle and meet the merchants
that keep beautiful down-
town Sebring a lovely place
to shop, eat and enjoy.
Sebring, Lake Placid and
Avon Park will all join in
on community involvement
for this 100-year celebra-
tion in the streets. There
will be food, barbecue
grilling, drinks and more. 

Promptly at 6 p.m., we
will all meet in front of the
downtown chamber of com-
merce and witness the set-
ting of the time capsule,
which is certainly an event
not to miss. Then let the
Mayor’s Street Dance
begin. 

The stage will be placed
on, and facing, North
Ridgewood Drive. The
Mountain Dew Cloggers
will be there and everyone
will be dancing with
delight into the night. Let’s
hear it for the Back Porch
Revival Band, on stage
from 7-9 p.m. 

The mayor, George
Hensley, wrote a special
song for our Centennial
Celebration and the Back
Porch Revival band is cur-
rently working on that now.
Here are the lyrics for the

soon-to-be-famous
Centennial song that we’ll
all be singing with joy that
night.

‘The Centennial
Ode to George E.
Sebring’

‘Twas a warm and sunny
day, when George Sebring
came to play, the good
hunting and the fishing
were his game.

And so then he looked
around, said, “I think I’ll
build a town”, and he built
the town that brought him
lots of fame. 

Refrain: George E.
Sebring, the town that
bears his name, people
came to know it far and
wide. The descendants of
the clan, still pay tribute to
the man, and the people of
the town still share his
pride.

Soon the word went out
all, “There’s free land to
hear God’s call”, and the
people chose their place to
hear his word. Then the
church built in a day, start-
ed others on their way, just
to sing and share the
gospel of the Lord.

Refrain
Oh the shores of Jackson

Centennial song will
be highlight of Oct. 18
Mayor’s Street Dance 

Centennial Notebook

Courtesy photo
From Walt Pierce’s Facebook page: ‘The Waco in airshow style colors was probably flown
by Firman Church. He is mentioned many times in newspaper articles about performing
throught Florida in the 1930s. The single high wing airplane in the background belonged to
Lawler Wells. It was once used to transport Mae Frances Welch to the Warm Springs
Georgia Polio treatment center.’

Local barnstormer discovers
photos of AP airport’s early years

Flying through history

COMMUNITY
BRIEFS

Special to the News-Sun
SEBRING — The

Highlands County Health
Department has closed the
public beaches on Lake
Jackson to swimming due to
unsafe bacteria levels in the
water.

The Healthy Beaches
Program monitors public
recreational bathing waters. 

The presence of certain
kinds of bacteria is an indica-
tion of fecal pollution, which
may come from storm water
runoff, pets, wildlife, and
human sewage. 

If they are present in high
concentrations in recreational
waters, and are ingested
while swimming, or enter the
skin through a cut or sore,
they may cause disease,
infections, or rashes. 

Health advisories or warn-
ings remain in effect until
bacterial levels fall within
acceptable limits for public
bathing areas of Crescent
Beach, City Pier Beach,
Hidden Beach, and Veterans
Beach on Lake Jackson. 

Contact the Highlands

County Health Department
Environmental Health
Division at 382-7219 if you
have any questions.

Lake Jackson beaches
no swimming zones

due to bacteria levels

News-Sun file photo
Public beaches along Lake
Jackson have signs posted
about unsafe swimming con-
ditions.

LP Democratic
Club meets July 7

LAKE PLACID – The
Lake Placid Democratic
Club will meet at the
Lake Placid Library at 10
a.m. Saturday, July 7.
The speaker will be Dr.
Sally Mowery, running
for county commissioner,
District 1 and Paula
House, running for State
Senator, District 26. The
contact number 699-
0474.

Heartland Pops
Concert Band
performs
Wednesday

AVON PARK — The
Heartland Pops Concert
Band, under the direction
of Anthony Jones, will
present a free Fourth of
July concert in the
Grogan Center of Our
Lady of Grace Catholic
Church, 595 E. Main St.,
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday.

The concert is spon-
sored by the Avon Park
Jaycees and the Avon
Park Chamber of
Commerce and will fea-
ture patriotic selections,
marches, as well as big
Americana with tunes
from Broadway musicals,
vocals by Laura Wade, an
audience sing-along and
many favorite and recog-
nized tunes. Climaxing
the concert, prior to the
fireworks, the band will
play a portion of the
Overture “1812.”

For further informa-
tion, call 314-8877. Visit
the website at
www.heartlandpops.org.

Disaster
preparedness
seminar set for
Friday

LAKE PLACID — A
free disaster preparedness
seminar will be held at
10 a.m. Friday in the
social hall of St. James
Catholic Church, 3380
Placid View Drive. 

The speaker will be
Scott Canaday, the coun-
ty director of Emergency
Management. His topics
will be preparing for hur-
ricanes, tornadoes and
wildfires. 

Contact Nellie Brown,
465-4027, for more infor-
mation.

Boys & Girls Club
opens thrift shop

SEBRING – The Boys
& Girls Clubs Of
Highlands County is
opening a thrift shop
called The Boys & Girls
Clubs Of Highlands
County Emporium. They
will start setting up shop
early this week.

Volunteers and dona-
tions are needed. The
Emporium, 205 Circle
Park Drive, will be a
thrift shop and will
accept donations of all
sorts.

For information, call
453-0114.

Volunteers needed
for habitat
restoration
project

The Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission’s (FWC)
Ridge Rangers and the
Florida Forest Service
need your help to restore
damaged wildlife habitat
on the Lake Wales Ridge
near Frostproof. The
project involves planting
pine seedlings on the
Arbuckle Tract from 8
a.m. to 12 noon Saturday,
July 7. 

“More than 2,500 lon-
gleaf pine and South

Continued on page 6A

See MAYOR, page 6A

June 27 2 7 18 29 35 44 x:4
Next jackpot $3 million

June 23 5 7 10 24 28 43 x:3
June 20 4 8 20 24 35 43 x:4

June 29 1 3 19 26 29
June 28 5 7 18 21 24
June 27 10 14 23 31 34
June 26 9 23 24 26 29

June 29 (n) 2 9 4 7
June 29 (d) 5 3 9 7
June 28 (n) 6 2 7 1
June 28 (d) 2 5 8 1

June 29 (n) 2 8 2
June 29 (d) 8 9 7
June 28 (n) 2 8 3
June 28 (d) 6 0 0

June 29 25 28 33 34 11
June 26 9 21 28 35 5
June 22 11 23 31 44 6
June 19 16 21 28 38 4

June 27 6 34 40 46 58 PB: 6
Next jackpot $50 million

June 23 1 3 41 44 53 PB: 30
June 20 11 17 29 56 57 PB: 14

Note: Cash 3 and Play 4 drawings
are twice per day: (d) is the
daytime drawing, (n) is the

nighttime drawing.
PB: Power Ball 

Lottery
Center
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In case you spent
Thursday in a cave, let me
update you. The Supreme
Court ruled 5-4 to uphold
Obamacare for the most
part, including a controver-
sial individual mandate.

According to Chief
Justice John Roberts, the
individual mandate was a
tax, and thus allowable
because Congress has the
power to tax. This is iron-
ic, given that the President
and supporters assured us
that it wasn’t a tax. The
tune changed when it came
up in the Supreme Court,
where the administration
argued that the mandate
could be a tax.

The decision was not all
roses and sunshine for the
Obama administration. The
majority of the court
rejected that the law was
constitutional under the
interstate commerce
clause. This is a small
source of relief to people
like me, who have watched
the abuse of the interstate
commerce clause with no
small amount of dismay.

Reaction to the decision
is what you’d expect.
Democrats rejoiced over
the decision. While the
president hasn’t spoken as
I type this, he has to be
happy about how this
turned out. Meanwhile,
Republicans are less than
thrilled, and there already
is a move towards repeal-
ing Obamacare by House
Majority Leader Eric
Cantor.

The upshot is that, bar-
ring something major on
the political front,
Obamacare will continue
as the law of the land.
Everything good and bad
about it will gradually
come into effect. The fed-
eral government now has
control over a massive
piece of the economy.

I have long asked for
someone to explain to me
how Obamacare was con-
stitutional. To his credit,
Chief Justice Roberts
attempted to do so in his
decision. 

I tried to read the deci-
sion myself. Honestly. But
it’s 196 pages long and by
page four my eyes were
already glazing. Plus I’m
already past deadline for
this week’s column and
only halfway done at this
point. So, like most of you,
I am relying on what oth-
ers tell me about this deci-
sion.

I am not going to claim
that I have more knowl-
edge of the Constitution
than the nine men and

women who sit on the
Supreme Court. It even
looks like four of the jus-
tices agree with me, which
is a little comforting.

But if I could sit down
with the five who voted
that Obamacare was con-
stitutional, I would ask
them what might seem to
them a stupid question:
Why do we have a 10th
Amendment?

The 10th Amendment of
the Constitution reads
thusly: “The powers not
delegated to the United
States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the
States, are reserved to the
States respectively, or to
the people.” 

(BTW, if you want a
quick way to look at the
Constitution online, I refer-
enced http://www.usconsti-
tution.net/const.html)

If I read it correctly, the
10th Amendment is sup-
posed to limit what the
federal government can do.
If the Constitution doesn’t
say the federal government
can do something, it means
it’s a state issue – or a peo-
ple issue.

Where in the
Constitution is the federal
government given power
over health care? Roberts
dodged the question, say-
ing it wasn’t the Court’s
job to decide on the merits
of the act. 

This doesn’t end the
debate. There is a presi-
dential election coming up
where this is going to be
an issue. Opponents have
vowed to continue the
fight.

In the near term, though,
those who believe that the
federal government should
do more are surely rejoic-
ing in this victory today.
And those of us who feel
the federal government
should be limited?  We can
take small comfort in the
majority’s opinion con-
cerning the interstate com-
merce clause. Otherwise,
we’ll have to find other
ways to get rid of
Obamacare. 

I suggest an election in
November.

Laura Ware is a Sebring resi-
dent. She can be contacted by
e-mail at bookwormlady@
embarqmail.com Visit her web-
site at www.laurahware.com.
Guest columns are the opinion
of the writer, not necessarily
those of the staff of the News-
Sun.

Obamacare
revisited

Laura’s
Look

Laura Ware
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From donated facilities —
an empty supermarket, a for-
mer hotel and second-floor
space in buildings along Avon
Park’s Main Street — the col-
lege has evolved into a true
campus of 35 acres, with
modern white buildings nes-
tled among trees on green,
lakeside lawns. 

And that’s just in Avon
Park. There are also facilities
in Lake Placid, Bowling
Green and Arcadia.

The Avon Park site, at the
time “a wilderness of scrub
pine and palmetto patch,” was
provided by a vote of the AP
city council in 1960.

Far more than simply a
school, the newest of state
colleges is a cultural hub,
home to the state-of-the-art
Theater of the Performing

Arts and the Museum of
Florida Art and Culture.

According to the college’s
website, when classes began
in August of 1966, the college
offered an associate of arts
degree. It had a faculty of 14
full-time instructors and
administrators, and a student
population of 164 full-time
students and 119 part-time
and evening students.

The first president was Dr.
William Stallard, whose annu-
al salary was $15,500. The
matriculation fee for 12
semester hours or more was
$60, part-time fees were $7
per credit hour. The college
application was $10.

Today, it serves more than
19,000 residents of three
counties, and students gradu-
ating with associate degrees

can concentrate in more than
60 fields of study. The school
offers associate degrees in art,
science, applied sciences, as
well as college credit or occu-
pational certificates. It has
campuses in Hardee and
DeSoto counties, and class-
rooms in Lake Placid. 

In 1984 SFJC became
SFCC. Catherine P. Cornelius
became the school’s second
president.

By 1992, SFCC was one of
the first community colleges
in Florida to offer bachelor’s
degree programs through part-
nerships with public and pri-
vate universities — including
13 bachelor’s degree pro-
grams and three master’s
degree programs. 

Now, SFSC can offer it’s
own four-year degrees.

In September of 2002,
Norm Stephens Jr. became the
college’s president, the same
year the college opened it’s
University Center. In 2003 the
Dental Education Center
opened, and in 2007  the
Health and Science Education
Center.

This fall, semester SFSC
enters a new phase, offering a
four year Bachelor of Applied
Science Degree in
Supervision and Management
of its own.

The News-Sun extends
congratulations and thanks to
all the individuals who creat-
ed South Florida Junior
College, those who nurtured
the junior college into South
Florida Community College
and those who grew South
Florida Community College
into South Florida State
College.

It took vision, persistence
and heart to build the cob-
bled-together original school
into the highly respected insti-
tution of higher learning it is
today while never losing track
of the community’s overall
needs and wishes.

We hope the citizens of
Highlands County, and
Hardee and DeSoto, are aware
of how fortunate we are to
have such a vibrant resource
enhancing life and improving
opportunities here.

Go Panthers.

Welcome and congratulations, SFSC

Today is a red letter day for educa-
tion in Highlands County.  Exactly
46 years, 11 months and 359 days

ago, South Florida Junior College was
founded. Today that same institution
becomes South Florida State College.

Changing lives for the
better, forever

Editor:
Over the past couple of weeks I have

felt the incessant need to reach out to
our grief stricken community in the
wake of such tragedy. As the communi-
ty resource director for Big Brothers
Big Sisters of the Sun Coast, I find
myself interviewing young men desper-
ately seeking the companionship of
someone to guide them through life.

Their sincere desire is for someone
they can spend time with who will help
set them out on the right path. As dedi-
cated citizens of this community we
can fill a void in young lives. We have
the opportunity to start something by
giving the youth of our community
something they may not have the abili-
ty to get elsewhere. Unfortunately,
there is nothing we can do to change
the past, but we all have the opportuni-
ty to help mold the future. 

A recently released Gallup poll did a
measure of hope, engagement and well-
being of students in grades 5-12 nation-
wide. Of the students surveyed, those
who believed they would graduate were
more likely to have answered as such,
due to the fact that they had caring par-
ents or another supportive adult in their
life. This poll supports the independent
research conducted by Big Brothers
Big Sisters with regard to our mentor-
ship programs. Our results allude to the
fact that youth who have a mentoring
relationship are more likely than their
peers to be successful students, harbor
close ties with their families and resist
the negative temptations of violence,
crime and drugs. Mentoring matches
are even more successful on a long
term basis yielding stronger results in
conjunction with the monitoring and
support of the parties involved. 

We see firsthand the impact our men-
tors have on the youth they are engaged
with in our community at Big Brothers
Big Sisters of the Sun Coast. We pro-
vide professionally supported, one-to-
one mentoring relationships with meas-
urable results in hopes of forming long-
lasting relationships that give our youth
hope for their future. This service
would not be possible without the help
of dedicated volunteers who devote
their time to have a positive impact on
the youth of our county. 

While we cannot change the recent
events that have shocked Highlands
County, we can change the future for
our young men and women. We cur-
rently have over 50 boys that have
joined our program in hopes of being
matched with someone to call their
‘Big Brother.’ I encourage the citizens
of our community to make a difference
and volunteer to see firsthand the

impact one person can have on the life
of a youth. Start mentoring, and start
changing lives. Join me and become a
Big Brother or Big Sister and change a
life for the better, forever.

Kiko Vazquez
Community Resource Director 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Sun
Coast 

A promise to pay it forward

Editor:
My letter is a simple one, but impor-

tant. So, if I drift a little, please be
patient. About a month ago I injured
my back. It’s been a trial to get around
to do simple things like grocery shop-
ping, which is what I was doing on this
day. I was using the motorized cart,
which I hate doing, but when you are
dealing with the pain I was, well you
will take advantage of these things with
relish. 

On this day, it was a particularly bad
day. I went up to the Publix by us, the
north branch, and picked up a few
things. I went to check out and while
running my debit card through, the
checker informed me – very nicely –
that there was a problem, so I ran it
again. Same thing happened. I was a
little embarrassed by this time, and told
her I couldn’t pay for the whole order
but could take a couple of them. The
whole order was over $70. 

All of a sudden there were people all
around me. At that point all I wanted
was to get the heck out of there. I mean
the manager had to be called to void
the order and such. 

It was at this point I did something I
never do – cry. I tried to keep com-
posed but I just couldn’t keep a handle

on my emotions. 
I noticed that instead of putting my

order away they were bagging them
and putting them back in my cart. I
tried to stand up and the cashier came
around to me and bent down to hug me
and said “don’t worry baby, it’s all
being taken care of. We all have had
something like this happen.” I just
looked at her and said, “I can’t pay for
this really. I am sure my husband’s
check crossed in the bank and I will
come back later in the week.” 

They, the Publix employees, contin-
ued to comfort me. Well, here I was
with all the groceries packed into my
cart and they were escorting me out to
my car. 

On the way, the gentleman that
bagged my parcels told me that the
lady behind me paid my bill. I asked if
had seen her, as I wanted to thank her
personally and to make arrangements to
pay her back. He said he couldn’t
remember what she looked like. I even
stayed to see if anyone looked my way. 

So, this is my way of saying thank
you to the wonderful person that helped
me that day. It has been a while since
someone did something like this for
me. I have done my share of doing
good deeds and I also know that I
never wanted any fanfare. 

I just wanted this person to know
that I will do the next best thing. I will
pay it forward. You have restored my
faith in people. Just know that I include
you in my prayers every night. God
bless you, and this includes the good
folks that work at the North Publix.
God bless you all!

Dana Kole
Sebring
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thank God that you and your
child took the drowning pre-
vention class at the YMCA.
just a few months ago.

You don’t even consider
the fact that it was free, but
you know that it saved a life
dear to you.

That’s the scenario every-
one wishes for, but most of
the time, it goes the other
way. The frantic call to 911,
the lights, the sirens, the
hope they arrive in time as
your child turns blue.

“Drowning is the second
leading cause for accidental
death in the U.S. under 14
and the leading cause of acci-
dental death for children five
and under,” said Kevin
Stoker, lifeguard at the
YMCA.

Stoker works with
Drowning Prevention
Program Instructor Chelsey
Stegman to teach the free
class for toddlers and pre-
schoolers from 6 months to 5
years old how to safely
return to the edge of the pool
if they fall in.

The program shows tod-
dlers and pre-schoolers how
to blow bubbles and make
their way back to the edge to
get out of the pool.

Stegman reads from the
“Bo to the Rescue” book
written by Michelle Rice.

The book instructs the
children on pool safety,
floatation devices, and to
never swim alone.

The class helps the kids
get familiar with the water,
getting their face wet, float-
ing and teaches them to
“monkey walk” down the
edge of the pool.

“Fully 65 percent of all
preschooler drowning inci-
dents occur in the child’s
home pool,” Stoker said.

“Thirty-five percent happens
in the homes of friends and
family.”

“A child can drown in the
time it takes to answer the
phone. This program can
hopefully save a child,”
Stoker added.

Highlands County Sheriff
Susan Benton, whose depart-
ment often has to see the
darker side of these kind of
incidents, agreed with Stoker
and supports the program.

“I would encourage all
parents of small children to
enroll their babies in this
extremely valuable program,
if kids can learn how to get
back to the side of the pool,
that alone will save lives”. 

“To the YMCA and all
swimming lesson providers,
thank you for helping us
work towards our vision of a
safer Highlands County,”
Benton said on Friday.

The free program is spon-
sored by the Champions for
Children’s Foundation,
according to YMCA director
Greg Harris, has ongoing
weekend class for children 6
months to two-years-old and
another for children three to
five-years-old.

“In partnership with the
Champions for Children, we
have been able to offer these
classes every weekend. The
number one cause of child
fatality under the age of four
is drowning,” Harris said.
“We are great at teaching
adolescents to swim, but our
goal is to teach all to sur-
vive.”

Those seeking more infor-
mation on the program, or
other YMCA programs can
visit the website at
www.highlandsymca.org ,
call the Y at 382-9622 or visit
the Y in person at 100 YMCA
Lane, Sebring.

Continued from page 1A

YMCA has drowning
prevention classesBy ED BALDRIDGE

ed.baldridge@newssun.com
SEBRING — Ten teams

from around Highlands
County assembled Saturday
morning to face both physical
and mental challenges during
the start of the Children’s
Museum of Highlands’ thirrd
annual Amazing Race.

The first challenge — make
s’mores at the Girl Scout
House.

“Well, I think we will actu-
ally raise about $2,000 this
year,” organizer Linda
Crowder said about the
fundraising event.

The competition has grown
stiffer since its creation and
five-team start three years
ago, but it was not without
substitutes this year. One
team, the self-proclaimed pis-
tol-packing, stretcher-pushing
team of Think Positive, with-
drew completely for unknown
reasons.

Team Dressel, composed of
the brains and beauty of Kelly
Dressel and her driver, Scott,
were the only veterans return-
ing this year.

First out the door with the
second challenge after their
five-high s’more-stacking
accomplishment, Team
Umizoomi said they looked
for matching shirts before
arriving at the Girl Scout
House that morning.

“Umm, our 3-year-old son
Kaeden picked the name; I’m
not sure what it means,” said
Umizoomi leader Lizzie
Wacaster.

Wacaster and her teammate
and life-partner, Keith, whose
s’more skills got them on the
road first, said the couple met
six years ago when his compa-
ny crushed her parents’ fence.

“We made hats,” Pam
Dacarata said of team
Yacarata when asked what
they did to prepare for the day
of grueling challenges.

Susie Bishop, local candi-
date for Supervisor of
Elections and co-captain of
Team Go-Getters, said her
life-long residence prepared
her for Saturday’s race.

Bishop’s driver, Jennifer
Waltman, was said to have
picked Bishop over her own
husband, Chuck Waltman,
because of Bishop’s knowl-
edge and expertise in all
things Highlands County.

Chuck Waltman and his
partner, Chris Mellow, were
last minute substitutes for
Team Homes by Handley, but
showed their prowess at the
first challenge by squishing
the marshmallows, one of the
key ingredients in s’mores,
with their shoes.

Although Palm Estates
Warriors Rich Appenzeller
and Matt Baker finished last
in the s’more challenge, both
had tenacious goals for the
day.

Brooks for Highlands
County, which consisted of

County Commission candi-
date Jim Brooks and Sebring
Councilman Andrew Fells,
knew the competition was
stiff, but had no idea the
s’more challenge would test
their eye-hand coordination
and physical abilities.

“Judge,” Fells yelled when
their stack of grams and
chocolate stood for a count of
five.

The D&D Duo of Laura
Ammann and Robert Chaney
had definite plans for the $500
first place cash prize.

Last minute substitute
Meghan Williams for team
Mommanators seemed sleepy

at first, but quickly stacked
s’mores.

“She’s not a mom,” said
team member Mary Beth
Przyshocki.

The race consists of teams
of two who have to race
around the county following
clues to solve 16 challenges
and then return within an
allotted time window.

The teams have to raise
$100 each to register for the
competition; the proceeds go
to help support the Museum
throughout the year.

Second place wins $150
cash and third takes home
$75.

Amazing Race brings out interesting teams

News-Sun photos by KATARA SIMMONS
Some teams learned through trial and error to figure out how to stack five smores during
the first challenge of the Amazing Race for the Children’s Museum. The secret was to
smash the marshallows as flat as possible.

Children’s Museum director Linda Crowder holds up a
pink gingerbread man to show teams what they will be
looking for at each challenge throughout the day. 
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By JEFFREY McMURRAY
Associated Press

Violent evening storms
following a day of triple-
digit temperatures wiped out
power to more than 2 million
people across the eastern
United States and caused two
fatalities in Virginia —
including a 90-year-old
woman asleep in bed when a
tree slammed into her home,
a police spokeswoman said
Saturday.

Widespread power outages
were reported from Indiana
to New Jersey, with the bulk
of the service interruptions
concentrated on Washington,
D.C., and the surrounding
areas. Earlier Friday, the
nation’s capital reached 104
degrees — topping a record
of 101 set in 1934.

More than 20 elderly resi-
dents at an apartment home
in Indianapolis were dis-
placed when the facility lost
power due to a downed tree.
Most were bused to a Red
Cross facility to spend the
night, and others who depend
on oxygen assistance were
given other accommodations,
the fire department said.

The storms, sometimes
packing 70 mph winds, top-
pled three tractor trailers on
Interstate 75 near Findlay,
Ohio. 

Fallen trees were blamed
on both deaths in

Springfield, Va.
Besides the 90-year-old

woman, who authorities did-
n’t identify pending notifica-
tion of kin, a man driving his
car was pronounced dead at
the scene. Authorities identi-
fied him as Khiet Nguyen,
27, of Burke, Va.

In addition, a park police
officer was injured by an
uprooted tree in the northern
Virginia county, and an 18-
year-old man was struck by a
power line, Jennings said. He
was in stable condition after

receiving CPR, she said.
“Our officers and firefight-

ers are out there with power
saws, trying to clear the
streets,” Jennings said.

West Virginia Gov. Earl
Ray Tomblin declared a state
of emergency after more than
500,000 customers in 27
counties were left without
electricity.

At least four utility poles
fell on a road in Columbus,
Ohio, making it too danger-
ous for people in four cars to
get out, police said. 

Blue Head Ranch.
Her list of community

service is long, including
membership on a diverse list
of boards from the Highlands
Regional Hospital to the
Sebring Raceway Hall of
Fame to the Highlands
County Economic
Development Council. 

One of her proudest
moments, Bishop said, was
being honored as Citizen of
the Year in 2011 by the
United Way of Central
Florida.

Because of this variety of
experience she added, “I have
a broad understanding of
what it is to be a leader and
proven ability with manage-
ment skills, education and
customer service. I don’t feel
there is anyone with a broad-
er wealth of experience and
community.

“Granted, I haven’t worked
in the (supervisor of elec-
tions) office, but I have stud-
ied election law, met with
poll workers and (Election
Supervisor) Joe Campbell. I
plan to meet with supervisors
from Polk, Okeechobee,
Hardee and Orange counties.

“Serving the public well,

that’s the key. Because of
state and federal mandates
there is no room for error.”

She added that Campbell
has done an excellent job,
“running an efficient and
well-organized office. There
is no need to re-invent the
wheel.”

One of Bishop’s goals is to
expand voter education,
excite interest and increase
voter turnout.

“I will get out into second-
ary schools and SFCC,” she
said, “having registration
drives and mock elections.”

Bishop said her first prior-
ities are knowing the law and
running  an efficient office. 

“You have to stay neutral,”
she said. “You can’t really
have a personal opinion con-
cerning a candidate’s issues.”

Regarding new space for

the elections office, Bishop
said it is needed. “It doesn’t
matter to me where it is,” she
said. 

“(If elected) I will assist
and help however I can, but
the responsibility of the final
decision belongs to the board
of county commissioners.

“I will say I am fiscally
conservative. These are
financially hard times and
regarding the building and
staff, there will have to be
restraints.”

Having worked in private
business, with local govern-
ment agencies and knowing
most of the county’s leaders,
Bishop said she has a well-
rounded awareness of county
issues. 

“All that will contribute,”
she said, to her ability in ful-
filling the position.

Park Community Center at
310 W. Main St. General
admission is $5.

The well-known
Shakespeare play had to be
changed and tweaked a bit
in order to give young
actors an opportunity to let
their full potential show.

“It has all the same char-
acters of Shakespeare’s play
and pretty much the same
plot and idea. We’ve adapt-
ed it for the kids vernacular.
We wanted to it to be in
today’s language and
speech,” Flores said.

The uniqueness of the
CAT is that it provides
attendees with a different
sort of summer camp, one
where they not only have
fun with traditional summer
activities but where they
learn and grow as students
as well as artists.

“This camp gives them
the opportunity to learn all
the different disciplines of
the arts. They learn lines,
they learn stage direction,
costume design, set-up. It
allows them to be creative
and express themselves,”
said Flores.

This year, CAT has
teamed up with local, well-
known artists to help bring
together what is sure to be a
great show.

The “shoestring” budget
has proved to be a chal-
lenge for Flores after grants
(the 501 c3 non-profit
organization runs off of
sponsors and donations)
have been slashed, but she
makes it work through the
help of volunteers and local
teens.

Musical director Dixon
Taylor, artist and set
designer Pamela Jay
Paralikis, costume designer
Phyllis Jones (with assis-
tants Jean Jawahir and
Peggy Miller), assistant
director Samantha Berry
and Flores’ husband and
scenery constructor Robert
Flores have all pitched in to
create the magical produc-
tion.

“I strongly believe that
artists should be compen-
sated for their work. I have
been so blessed to have
these ladies come to me and
volunteer their time and tal-
ents. 

“That means a lot to me.
They see what we are doing
here and they want to be a
part of it and mentor young,
budding artists,” Flores
said.

Each of the volunteers
are just as happy to be a

part of the event as Flores
and her cast.

“It’s been a real chal-
lenge but it’s been fun,”
said Jones. “She (Flores) is
amazing. Not only does she
teach them to act, she
teaches them etiquette. She
teachers them manners and
life skills. It’s impressed
me. She’s amazed me with
what she’s done with these
kids.”

The 15-member cast has
been rehearsing daily for
the past week in prepara-
tion of the week-long pro-
duction. 

Each of the actors, ages 8
to 17, have memorized
lines, songs and movements
that will showcase their tal-
ents and creativity.

Donations, sponsors and
volunteers are greatly
appreciated. For info on
volunteering or donating
contact Flores at 212-0800.
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News-Sun photo by SAMANTHA GHOLAR
Local artist Pamela Jay Paralikis works on a backdrop
Friday afternoon for an upcoming production by The
Children’s Academy of Theater. Paralikis volunteered her
time and talents to CAT to ensure a unique, magical pro-
duction. 

News-Sun photo by SAMANTHA GHOLAR
The Children’s Academy Theater actors rehearse Friday afternoon at the Avon Park
Community Center. The CAT will hold daily productions of ‘A Kidsummer Night’s
Dream’ beginning July 2.

Continued from page 1A

CAT staging Shakespeare
play this week in Avon Park

Continued from page 1A

Bishop running for SOE 

By ED BALDRIDGE
ed.baldridge@newssun.com
SEBRING — County

Administrator Ricky Helms
will get his chance Tuesday
to present his side of the
story before a vote is taken to
terminate his contract.

Helms was put on adminis-
trative leave with pay on June
19 by a 3-2 vote. He has
asked, through County
Attorney Ross Macbeth, that
2.5 hours be set aside
Tuesday for a hearing on his
job performance.

Commissioners Jack
Richie, Barbara Stewart and
Ron Handley stated June 19
they were displeased with
Helms’ overall performance,
and voted to place him on
leave pending a final vote on
his contract.

Commissioners Don
Elwell and Greg Harris stated
that Helms was not perfect
but was doing a satisfactory
job as head administrator.

It is not clear exactly what
Helms will attempt to present
to the commission. Public
records requests to pre-view
his presentation were
answered with “no such
record as of this date and
time” by Gloria Rybinski, the
county’s public information
officer, as late as Thursday
afternoon.

Helms has come under fire
from commissioners after his
one-year mark, and in two
evaluations has received
unsatisfactory ratings overall.

All commissioners have
acknowledged Helms’ grasp
of county functions and over-

all job knowledge, and have
voiced their respect for his 35
years of service to the county.

But, all five have stressed
in their evaluations, and dur-
ing meetings, that Helms
needed work on his commu-
nication skills and people
management.

“Informing the board when
board established time
requirements for implemen-
tation of polices are not met,
and providing an explanation
as to why the deadline has
not or will not be met,” was
listed by Stewart as a reason
for her dissatisfaction with
Helms’ communication
skills. 

The meeting on Tuesday
will begin at 9 a.m. at the
County Government Center,
600 S. Commerce Ave.

Board to hear Helms out

Eastern US storms leave 2 dead,
2M without power

In lieu of flowers, consider a gift to support Hospice care.

888-728-6234 Cornerstonehospice.org
No. 5019096
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Special to the News-Sun
Highlands County Sheriff's

Office members participated
in the Rough Riders Sporting
Clays Tournament in April
and walked away with second
place in their first appearance
at the event. 

The Third Annual Cop Cup
Sporting Clay Tournament
was held at Tampa Bay
Sporting Clays. Other law
enforcement agencies who
participated in the 2012 event
included defending champion
Polk County, Hillsborough,
Hernando and Pasco County
sheriff’s offices and Temple
Terrace, Auburndale, Winter
Haven, Haines City,
Lakeland, Plant City, Tampa
and Orlando SWAT police
departments. 

The HCSO team consisted
of Capt. Paul Blackman, Lts.
John Barcinas and Keith
Starling and Det. Sgt. Brian
Kramer. 

The team scored a total of
339 points led by Kramer,
who posted 93 points individ-
ually. This was the highest

score of all of the contestants
in the Cop Shootout. 

The event was won by the
team from Lakeland Police
Department with a team
score of 355. 

Sheriff Susan Benton con-
gratulated the HCSO team
for their impressive showing
as first timers in this event.
“We are happy to support the
charitable work of the Rough
Riders for our children across
the state,” she said. “We hope
to continue our sponsorship
of a team in this event again
next year.”

According to their website
(www.rrclays.com) the 1st
U.S. Volunteer Cavalry
Regiment Rough Riders, Inc.
was formed as a living
memorial to the accomplish-
ments of President Theodore
Roosevelt and the members
of the 1st U.S. Volunteer
Cavalry Regiment known as
the Rough Riders in the
Spanish-American War of
1898. The modern day Rough
Riders organization was
formed in 1978. 

Today they accomplish
their charitable mission by
supporting charities such as
Special Olympics, the
Ronald McDonald House,
Faces of Courage and many
others. Their signature chari-
ty work however is collecting
and distributing teddy bears
to local hospitals and chil-
dren’s homes. Last year,
Rough Riders collected and
distributed more than 17,000
teddy bears throughout
Florida.

For more information on
the Rough Riders Sporting
Clays Tournament, or if you
would like to sponsor a team
in 2013, contact Blackman at
the Highlands County
Sheriff’s Office, 402-7200. 
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HCSO sporting clays team
shoots way to second place

Courtesy photo
(From left) Paul Blackman, Brian Kramer, John Barcinas and Keith Starling teamed up to
finish second at the Third Annual Cop Cup during the Rough Riders Sporting Clay
Tournament in Tampa. The Rough Riders distributed more than 17,000 teddy bears to
hospitals and children’s homes last year.

Florida slash pine seedlings
need planting. With that in
mind, we are providing vol-
unteers with special shovels
that make the planting
process quick and easy. We
are hoping you will join
us,” said Bill Parken, FWC
Ridge Rangers coordinator. 

The Ridge Rangers is an
organization of volunteers
who work with conservation
agencies on and near the
Lake Wales Ridge, helping
to restore wildlife habitat. 

For more information or
to sign up, contact the
Ridge Rangers at
RidgeRangers@MyFWC.co
m or call Parken at 699-
3742, ext.102.

Elks prepare for
July 4 celebration

SEBRING — Come join
all the fun at the Sebring
Elks July 4 Celebration.
Hamburgers, hotdogs,
smoked sausage, potato
salad, macaroni salad,
watermelon, & corn on the
cob will be served, and
Frank E. will be playing
some Neil Diamond songs –
all for $6.50. 

The time will be from
5:30 p.m. until the fire-
works. With food being
served from 5:30-7 p.m.,
($3 charge for dance only).
Join your friends, bring
lawn chairs and watch the
Sebring fireworks from the
back yard. 

Bar poker is planned for
July 5 and Friday night buf-
fet and dance on July 6.
Members and guests call
471-3557.

SFCC offers Safe
Driving Accident
Prevention Program

South Florida
Community College’s
Community Education
Department is offering a
series of Safe Driving

Accident Prevention
Program (SDAPP) courses
for drivers who have
received a traffic citation,
were court ordered to
attend, or were involved in
a traffic accident and issued
a ticket.

The four-hour courses
will be held from 5:30-9:30
p.m. Wednesday, July 11 at
the SFCC DeSoto Campus,
2252 N.E. Turner Ave.,
Arcadia; and from 8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Saturday, July
21 at the SFCC Hardee
Campus, 2968 U.S. 17 N.
Bowling Green.

Pre-registration is
required. The fee is $43 and
may be paid by cash, check,
or credit card. Participants
may register in Building B
on the Highlands Campus
or at any SFCC campus or
center. For more informa-
tion, contact the
Community Education
Department at 453-6661,
465-5300, 494-7500, 773-
2252, or 382-6900, ext.
7388.

ICON Party Dance is
July 7

AVON PARK – The
ICON Party Dance for the
Doula Project will be from
8 p.m. to 12 a.m. Saturday,
July 7 at the Avon Park
Community Center, 310 W.
Main St.

Come have fun and dance
to raise funds to support
maternal and infant health
care in our community.
Monies raised goes towards
providing some of
Highlands County's families
with free doula services.
The United States has the
highest maternal death rate
of any industrialised nation
and our country's maternal
and infant health care has
been compared to that of a
third world country. These
are things that we can
change with the way we
provide care for ourselves
and others. Education is

key.
A Doula is someone

experienced in childbirth
who provides continuous
physical, emotional and
informational support to the
expecting family before,
during and after childbirth.

Moose Riders host
fish fry

SEBRING – The Moose
Riders of Moose Lodge
2259 in Sebring are hosting
a fish fry from 5-7 p.m.
Thursday, July 5. A fish or
wings basket will be avail-
able.

Karaoke will be held by
Julia from 6-9 p.m.

Events planned at
lodges, posts

AVON PARK
The Combat Veterans

Memorial VFW Post 9853
will have free hot dogs
from 1-4 p.m. Wednesday.
The House Committee
meets at 7 p.m. Music by
Uptown Country from 5-8
p.m. Friday. NASCAR at
6:30 p.m. Saturday.
Karaoke by Bil-Di from 5-8
p.m. All events are subject
to change without notice.
For details, call 452-9853.

SEBRING
The AMVETS Post 21,

623 U.S. 27 S., will host
karaoke with Gary Daniels
from 6-9 p.m. Saturday,
July 7. Pizza will be avail-
able.

The Sebring Elks Lodge
1529 will host its Fourth of
July festivities with food,
fun and fireworks. Cost is
$6.50; call for time. Music
by Frank E. at 5:30 p.m.
(for dance only, $3). The
lodge meets at 7 p.m.
Thursday. Buffet from 5-
6:30 p.m. Friday for $11.
Dance only, for $3, to Dan
and Steve from 6:30-9:30
p.m. For details, call 471-
3557.

Continued from page 2A

Lake, they call all around to
take, a nice swim or a boat
ride upon the blue. And so
when the day is done, you’ll
be thankful for the fun, and
the town that George E.
Sebring made for you.
Refrain:

The good people of the
snow, know just where they
need to go, when the winter
snow descends upon their
street. Then they head to
Sebring town, join the people
all around, glad to find a
place like home to warm
their feet.

Refrain
Oh it’s been a hundred

years, and the town’s still
filled with cheers, and the
people still are coming by
the score. The good folks you
will meet, still say “Howdy”
on the street, and we’re
planning for at least a hun-
dred more.

Refrain
(Words and music by

Mayor George Hensley
2012)

The Centennial Planning
Committee will meet this
Thursday, July 5 at 4 p.m.
The public is invited and
encouraged to attend the
meeting held at the Jack
Stroup (Sebring) Civic
Center, 355 W. Center Ave.
Mayor Hensley urges all citi-
zens, groups, clubs, societies
and businesses to join in the

celebration.
Showcase your business or

group in the one and only
Centennial Parade. The entry
forms are now available and
there are some interesting
float ideas coming in. The
parade is limited to 100
entries, so ask for your’s
today. If you would like to
sponsor the event of your
choice during the main focus
week in October, just let us
know which one you want.
The events include the
Downtown Bed Race,
Centennial Parade & After
Party, Community Church
Service, the Mayor’s Street
Dance and setting of the
Time Capsule, and the Boat
Parade. Sponsorship levels
are from $25 - $2,500. Each
sponsorship level comes with
variable amounts of recogni-
tion and more.

For more information call
655-5554, email
events@Sebring100.com, on
Facebook at
www.facebook.com/Sebring
Centennial, or
Sebring100.com. Thanks to
the News-Sun for the oppor-
tunity to help us keep every-
one informed on Sebring’s
Centennial Celebration.
Reference this article every
Sunday and you won’t miss a
thing.

Jen Brown is a member of the
Sebring Centennial Committee.

Continued from page 2A

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Mayor pens song to
celebrate Centennial 
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By TAMARA LUSH
Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG  — Two days after
Tropical Storm Debby dissipated, Floridians
were still dealing with the problems the sys-
tem left behind.

Gov. Rick Scott toured areas hard-hit by
the storm on Friday, including a mobile home
park that was flooded when a river over-
flowed. He said he would seek federal disas-
ter relief.

At least seven deaths in the state have been
blamed on the storm and on Friday, another
body was found in a pond in Tampa —
although police didn’t immediately know if
that death was storm-related.

State emergency operations spokeswoman
Jessica Sims says two people died in Pinellas
County, including a 41-year-old woman
caught in a riptide Wednesday at St. Pete
Beach.

Storm-related deaths were also reported in
Highlands — where a woman was killed by a
tornado on Sunday while clutching her baby
girl, who survived — as well as in Pasco,
Polk, Lake and Madison counties.

State disaster spokeswoman Jessica Sims
says flooding remains a concern and that
flood warnings are in effect for several rivers

in north Florida. She says the upper
Suwannee River and Upper Santa Fe Rivers
are forecast to crest at major flood stage this

weekend. The lower Suwannee is forecast to
crest in minor to moderate flood stage early
next week.

Flood warnings also remain in effect for
several land areas in Dixie, Lafayette, Taylor,
Franklin, Wakulla, southwestern Jefferson,
and southern Liberty counties.

Since Saturday, Debby dropped more than
20 inches of rain in some communities. 

Groups comprised of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency workers and
the State Emergency Response Team fanned
out Friday to determine the severity of the
damage in nine counties, spanning from the
Tampa Bay area up to Florida’s Panhandle.

In Pasco County alone, officials there said
the storm had caused $1.5 million in damages
to homes and $4 million in damages to busi-
nesses — numbers that are expected to rise in
coming weeks. 

Flood-damaged homes and businesses,
along with waterlogged roads that caved in
and formed sinkholes, are among the prob-
lems along Florida’s west coast. Shelters are
still open in seven counties and the Salvation
Army and the Red Cross have helped thou-
sands with meals, showers and hygiene kits.

The weekend’s forecast will make cleanup
and assessment uncomfortable, if not diffi-
cult. 

Emergency officials say heat indices could
rise to 110 degrees by Saturday.

MCT
Manatee County Marine Rescue lifeguard Curtis McFee tapes off the area surrounding a
boat  that washed up onto Coquina Beach during Tropical Storm Debby.

7 deaths, more floods: TS Debby still a reality 

Special to the News-Sun
LAKE PLACID – Junior

Miss Highlands County
Phoebe Phypers and Little
Miss Highlands County
Aubrey Lanier recently made
a special appearance at the
Lake Placid Memorial
Library to visit the children
participating in the summer
reading program “Nite-Nite”. 

Adorned in their pajamas
with their favorite stuffed
pal, the queens talked about
their pageant experiences and
the responsibilities involved
with the achievement of these
titles. They encouraged the
children to be involved in
activities around their com-
munity and to keep reading.

The pageant queens demon-
strated how reading is such
an important lifetime activity
when they took turns reading
to the children. 

All of the summer reading
participants listened intently
as the queens read through
the tale. Their reading offer-
ing was “Knuffle Bunny: a
Cautionary Tale” by the pop-
ular children’s author Mo
Willems. This hilarious,
heartwarming story tells
about Trixie, a toddler who
misplaces her stuffed bunny
on a trip to the laundry with
her father. The story has a
happy ending when Knuffle
Bunny is found and Trixie
says her very first words. 

Young readers and their
families can follow Trixie’s
adventures with three other
Willems books available at
the Lake Placid Memorial
Library, and throughout the
Heartland Library
Cooperative. 

Schedules for Lake
Placid’s upcoming children
and teen programs including

Science First Starlab,
movies, guest speakers, a live
“Clue” game and a library
lockin are available at the
Heartland Library
Cooperative website
www.myhlc.org and the
Summer Program blog:
http://myhlc.blogspot.com. 

Contact the library at 699-
3705.

Young pageant
queens visit

library program

Courtesy photo
Little Miss Highlands County Aubrey Lanier and Junior
Miss Highlands County Phoebe Phypers visit the Lake
Placid Summer Reading Program.

“Nobody’s going to do
it,” said Wayne Blanton,
executive director of the
Florida School Boards
Association. “We are telling
them it will be costly and
not worth the effort.”

Some of the other laws
with July 1 effective dates
would enlarge Scott’s
power over state rule mak-
ing, restore tax credits for
renewable energy and
expand online learning for
elementary school students. 

There are also tax breaks
for businesses and new laws
that increase penalties for
human trafficking and video
voyeurism. Another law
will require student-athletes
who suffer head injuries to
be pulled from competition
until cleared by doctors.
The state’s new $69.9 bil-
lion budget also goes into
effect. 

The changes to auto
insurance affect the state’s
personal injury protection
— or PIP — coverage.
Since 1972, Florida
motorists have been
required to buy such cover-
age to make sure anyone
injured in a crash gets
money to treat their injuries
without delay. A driver’s
insurance company is
required to pay up to
$10,000 for medical bills
and lost wages no matter
who is at fault. 

Bogus claims and faked
accidents, though, are

largely responsible for a
$1.4 billion increase in PIP
costs since 2008, state offi-
cials say.

The new law puts a 14-
day limit on seeking treat-
ment after a crash. Benefits
also are capped at $2,500
unless a doctor, osteopathic
physician, dentist or a
supervised physician’s
assistant or advanced regis-
tered nurse practitioner
determines there’s an
“emergency medical condi-
tion.” Chiropractors cannot
make that determination. 

After the inspirational
messages law was adopted,
local school districts were
warned by the American
Civil Liberties Union of
Florida that adopting poli-
cies permitting student-led
inspirational messages
would “very likely lead to
prolonged litigation.” Any
district that adopted the
measure could be on the
hook for hundreds of thou-
sands in legal fees.  

Americans United for
Separation of Church and
State also is prepared to
take legal action, said Alex
Luchenitser, the group’s
associate legal director. 

The law doesn’t use the
word “prayer” but it still
invites government-con-
trolled prayer, Luchenitser
said. 

“I don’t think it’s going
to happen,” said the
ACLU’s Florida executive
director, Howard Simon.

Continued from page 1A

New state laws
take effect today

By SAMANTHA GHOLAR
sgholar@newssun.com

SEBRING — Council members and
staff will discuss only new business at
Sebring’s first July council meeting
Tuesday evening.

No returning business is on the agen-
da, but council members will tackle the
preliminary Fire Assessment Resolution
as well as vote on a proposed executive
session meeting for the Firefighter’s
Collective Bargaining negotiations.

The council will meet with the fire-

fighter’s union to discuss issues regard-
ing wages and pension which have
somewhat held up a portion of the city’s
tentative 2012-13 budget.

Other items including continued work
on Circle Park will also be presented to
council by City Administrator Scott
Noethlich. 

Circle Park has recently undergone
numerous changes to improve the look
and feel of the area. Earlier proposals to
plant new trees in place of removed ones
may be changed if council deems appro-

priate Tuesday.
Council members will also make a

decision on what to do regarding the
Special Events Manual presented during
a previous council meeting. 

The manual will be used by city offi-
cials as a guideline for interested indi-
viduals and organizations that plan to
hold a function at Circle Park or in the
Downtown area.

Sebring’s City Council meeting will
be held at City Hall July 3 beginning at
6 p.m.

Sebring City Council plans to tackle Fire
Assessment Resolution at upcoming meeting
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WIG AND TUTU
IN ONE

Powdered wigs are so 1776.
Celebrate the Fourth this year
sporting a crazy red, white and

blue pom-
padour. Or,

if you prefer, wear the tulle cre-
ation as a tutu. 
You will need:
� Piece of elastic cut to fit your
child’s head or waist, with the ends
tied together 
� 1 (6-inch-wide) roll each of red,
white and blue tulle (available in
many craft and fabric stores) 

1. Stretch the elastic band
around a notebook. Cut two 16-inch
lengths of tulle from one of the
rolls. Layer the pieces and tie them
onto the elastic band as shown.
Continue adding strips, in blocks of
color or in alternating colors, until
the band is covered. (Our wig has
27 knots, nine of each color.) 

2. Have your child try on the
wig or tutu. Add more tulle if nec-
essary, then even out the ends with
scissors. 

A PATRI-BOTIC
CENTERPIECE
Do U need a GR8 helper 4 your

picnic on the 4th? Well, this is one
can-do robot. His recycled-can head
holds a hair-raising array of uten-
sils, and a clear container belly
keeps cookies safe from eager little
hands until it’s time for dessert. 
You will need:
� 2 cardboard tubes (toilet paper
tubes or wrapping paper tubes
trimmed to about 5? inches) 
� 1 roll each of red, white and blue
duct tape 
� Clear 1-gallon, food-safe plastic
pail (find at stampendous.com) 
� 2 (15-ounce) unopened cans of
food, with labels removed (for
weight) 
� Clean, empty metal can or plastic
bucket (ours is a 12-ounce peanut
can) 
� Parchment paper (optional) 
� 2 metal bottle caps 

1. Wrap the cardboard tubes
with red and white duct tape. Affix
an arm to each side of the pail with
a loop of tape. 

2. Wrap the bottom of the
canned goods with red tape. (Tip:
Write the contents on the top of
each can so that you’ll know what’s
in them.) Place loops of tape on
their lids, then press the pail into
place on top. 

3. To make the robot’s head,
wrap the empty can or bucket with
blue duct tape. Cut eyes from white
duct tape and a mouth from red.
(Tip: The eyes and mouth are easier
to make if you first attach the duct
tape to a piece of parchment paper.
Cut out the shapes, then peel them
off the parchment backing.) Attach
the bottle caps to the white circles
with loops of tape. Stack the head
on top of the pail. 

SPIRITED 
BIKE SPINNER
Old Glory won’t be the only

thing blowing in the breeze this
Fourth. Made from a strategically
snipped and bent plastic bottle
wrapped in tape, this colorful bike
accessory twirls in the air as your
kids pedal. 
You will need:
� 1 roll each of red, white and blue
electrical tape 
� Clean 1-liter plastic bottle 
� 1-inch section of a paper towel
tube, cut open 
� ?-inch-wide dowel, cut to 6 inches
long 
� Red, white or blue plastic milk cap
� Thumbtack or pushpin 

1. Wrap the electrical tape
around the bottle, alternating col-
ors. Cut about 2 inches off the bot-
tom of the bottle (A). 

2. Cut the bottle vertically, from
the bottom to the neck, into five
evenly spaced sections (B). Round
any sharp edges and bend out the
sections as shown at left. 

3. Wrap the strip of cardboard
tubing around the dowel, about 1?
inches from one end, and secure it
with electrical tape (C). Place the
dowel on the handlebars, with 4
inches overhanging the front and

clearing any brake cables, then
attach it with electrical tape.
Slip the bottle’s neck over the
dowel. 

4. Cover the end of the
dowel with the milk cap and

secure it with the thumbtack
(D). Check that the arms spin

freely and don’t interfere with the
operation of the bike.

CONFETTI
LAUNCHER

Fireworks happen only after
dark, but this craft creates a pop of
color any time of day. Pull back on
the string to release a shower of tis-
sue paper confetti, then gather it up
and refill the launcher again … and
again. 
You will need:
� Craft knife
� 2-inch-wide cardboard mailing
tube, cut to 9 inches
� Plastic from a recycled container,
cut into a disk slightly smaller than
the tube and with two holes punched
in the center, about ? inch apart
� Red or blue electrical tape
� Hammer and a nail
� Rubber band
� 2 toothpicks
� 2 (15-inch-long) pieces of string 
� 5/16 -inch metal nut 
� Red or blue star stickers
� Small squares of red, white and
blue tissue paper, for confetti 

1. Using a craft knife, trim 1
inch off the tube
(a parent’s job).
Cut a ?-inch sec-
tion out of this
piece with scis-
sors. 

2. Insert the
piece into the
tube, about 1 inch
from the top, and
secure it with
electrical tape. 

3. Measure
down 1? inches
from the same end
of the tube and
make a hole with
the hammer and

nail.
Rotate
the nail
to

enlarge the hole.
Make a second
hole on the oppo-
site side. 

4. Push the
rubber band halfway through one of
the holes. Insert a toothpick through
the outer rubber band loop, then
secure it with electrical tape as
shown. Tie both strings to the nut.
Thread the rubber band through the
nut, then push the rubber band
through the second hole.
Secure it with a toothpick
and tape. 

5. Thread the disk onto
one string until it’s 6
inches from the nut,
then knot the string and
trim any excess. Pull
the other string out
the bottom of the
tube and knot it.
The assembled
launcher will look like
the diagram to the right.
Decorate the tube with
electrical tape and star
stickers. 

6. To load the launcher,
rest the disk on top of the
inner cardboard ring and fill this
end of the tube with confetti. To
launch, have your child hold the
launcher firmly, pull the bottom
string, then quickly release it. The
nut will hit the plastic, sending the
confetti sky-high and making a
popping sound.  

HAND-SOME TEE
With a design fashioned entirely

from palm-and-finger prints, this T-
shirt will be the talk of eagle-eyed
revelers. 
You will need:
� Fabric paint in brown, white, black
and yellow 
� T-shirt 
� Piece of cardboard 
� Paintbrush 

1. To keep the paint from bleed-
ing through the shirt, place the
cardboard inside. With the brush,
paint your child’s right palm and
fingers (not the thumb) brown.
Have her press her hand onto the
shirt to form the eagle’s left wing.
Repeat with the left hand for the
other wing, overlapping the palm
prints, as shown. Have your child
clean her hands. (Tip: Depending
upon the thickness of the paint, you
may need to let one color dry
before adding another. Use a hair
dryer to speed up the drying.)

2. To make the tail feathers,
paint the index, middle, and ring
fingers of one hand white. Turn the
shirt upside down, then have your
child press her fingers onto the shirt
where shown. 

3. For the head, have your child
make a fist with her left hand, then
paint the pinkie side white. Press
down on the shirt and slightly
smudge the print to give the eagle’s
head a feathery look. 

4. Use a finger to make a black
dot for the eye, then dab on a yel-
low beak. Set the paint according to
the package directions.

A B

C

D milk
cap

thumbtack

dowel
handlebar

cardboard strip

tape

BY AMY KALDOR-BULL

PHOTOS BY
DAVID  ROTH/

FAMILYFUN 
MAGAZINE
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Dear Abby: What is con-
sidered good manners when
you enter the home of a 20-
something Northerner? I’m a
graduate student who recent-
ly moved from the South to
the East Coast. When I visit
the homes of my Northern
friends, I feel they are being
rude for not inviting me to
come in and sit down.

When visitors come to my
place, I ask if I can take
their coats, ask them to
please sit and make them-
selves comfortable and offer
something to drink. It feels
strange to enter someone’s
living space and not hear
these pleasantries. It also
makes me feel as if I’m
imposing. 

If others arrive around the
same time, I try to follow
their cues, but I still find it
uncomfortable to just plop
down and make myself at

home. Should I just get over
it? 

– Fish Out of Water
Dear Fish Out of Water:

If you have been invited to
someone’s home, then you
are welcome. That your visit
doesn’t begin with the cus-
tomary rituals you’re used to
does not mean that your host
is rude. Yes, you should “get
over it.” Just go with the
flow – in time you will
adjust.

Dear Abby: I don’t have a
car. I can’t afford one at this
time. For the last two years a
friend has been doing me a
favor by taking me grocery
shopping every week. I can
(and do) take the bus to the
local grocery store, but it
makes it easier to buy things
in bulk with a car. We have
dinner, go to an occasional
movie and generally have a

good time hanging
out. I buy her dinner
sometimes as a
thank-you for her
great help.

Recently, I got to
meet a group of her
friends. She intro-
duced me to every
single person by
going over the
whole history of my not hav-
ing a car, and how she has
taken me grocery shopping
every week. All her friends
began praising her for her
kindness. I was upset and
embarrassed that rather than
introduce me as a friend she
instead portrayed me as an
object of her charity. 

I always thought she
enjoyed our get-togethers.
She used to rebuff any
attempts on my part to make
our shopping trips less fre-
quent. Do I suck it up for the

sake of our friend-
ship, or do I dis-
continue or curtail
our meetings? 

– Embarrassed in
Michigan

Dear
Embarrassed:
What your “bene-
factor” did was
extremely insensi-

tive. True acts of charity are
done anonymously. For now,
my advice is to suck it up
not for the sake of the
friendship, but to do so for
the sake of the transportation
unless you can find an alter-
native.

Dear Abby: When I was
15, my mother put away a
large sum of money for me
as a college fund. A few
years later, she quit her job
and began drinking and
smoking heavily.

I have now graduated from
high school and have discov-
ered that when she quit her
job she used my college fund
to pay for her alcohol and
cigarettes. 

Yes, it was her money. But
it was intended for my edu-
cation. Am I wrong to be
upset? 

– Disappointed Son in
Fort Gratiot, Mich.

Dear Disappionted Son:
Of course you’re not wrong
to be upset. You wouldn’t be
human if you weren’t.
However, now that you know
the money you were prom-
ised won’t be there, you
need to start researching
ways to finance completing
your education. A place to
begin would be your nearest
library – or online. Also,
many schools allow students
to work part time on campus
to help with the cost of

classes, so look into that,
too.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
For everything you need to know
about wedding planning, order
‘How to Have a Lovely Wedding.’
Send your name and mailing
address, plus check or money
order for $7 (U.S. funds) to:
Dear Abby, Wedding Booklet,
P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL
61054-0447. 
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DIVERSIONS
WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE By JOHN LIEB

ACROSS
1 Spruce (up)
6 Employees with many
perks?
14 45 holder
20 Mother-of-pearl
21 Intimate
22 Really well-off
23 "You __ big trouble,
mister!"
24 View from much of
the Oregon coast?
26 Kid-friendly, in a way
28 Country singer who
was an 8-year-old "Star
Search" contestant
29 Yank
30 Delight at the comedy
club
31 Site of the first cover-
up?
32 Rise: Abbr.
34 He appointed Sandra
to the Supreme Court
36 What Ceylon, Siam
and Upper Volta are
nowadays?
41 Racetrack sounds
45 Comic Amsterdam
46 Board-certified talk
show host
47 Attribute
48 Pop-up ads, e.g.
51 List of The Duke's
films?
55 Do impressions of
56 Wrong
58 2002 Streisand
album
59 Latin law
60 "Bohemian
Rhapsody" addressee
62 Browning and more
66 Carp cousins
68 Double eagle in a
PGA event?
76 Tall, dark and hand-
some
77 Actress Zellweger
78 Sheet of stamps
79 Subside
82 Petal picker's word
84 "It follows that  ..."
88 With it

89 Battleship game set-
ting?
94 Spicy stews
96 "Fun, Fun, Fun" car
97 Savvy about
98 Possessive in many
church names
99 Triangular soil
deposits
101 Hank Aaron's 715th
home run, at the time?
106 Character in
"Scooby-Doo"?
108 __ Domini
109 Samoa's largest city
110 "The Cosby Show"
son
113 U.K. award
114 Oro y __: Montana's
motto
117 Alaska's __ Sound
119 Pneumatic tube in a
drive-thru?
123 Intertwines yarn
124 "Later, dude"
125 High standing
126 "Star-cross'd" lover
127 Battle of
Thermopylae victor, 480
B.C.
128 Utter failure
129 Trim

DOWN
1 Trapped
2 Float site
3 Lipton product
4 Facebook request
5 Repel, with "off"
6 Katniss's weapon in
"The Hunger Games"
7 Lawless state
8 Hang up the spikes
9 Paparazzi's target
10 Ticked off
11 Lemon aids?
12 Singer DiFranco
13 Scrapes
14 The 1973 Mets' "Ya
Gotta Believe!," e.g.
15 Hoover's wife
16 Humbly apologizes
17 Pulitzer-winning
biographer Leon

18 __ cava
19 Vortex
25 Barbarian
27 "Buon __": Italian
greeting
33 Explosive trial
34 Flattened
35 "Decisions, decisions
..."
37 Homer, for one
38 Oral health org.
39 "__ and stop me!"
40 Horror star Chaney
42 London lockup
43 Bring aboard
44 Runner down under?
48 "Overhead" engine
parts
49 Moonfish
50 It might be cc'd
51 Cord under a tarp
52 Abrupt
53 Word with gas or oil
54 Dry skin tip-off
57 More agile
61 Dough-dispensing
convenience, briefly
63 Overcharge, say

64 Turf __: common
football injury
65 Important star
67 Gas additive brand
69 Like some kinder-
garten programs
70 Plenty, in verse
71 Menlo Park middle
name
72 Clutter-free
73 'Iolani Palace site
74 Condo, e.g.
75 Set components
79 Cornerstone abbr.
80 Nixon confidant
Rebozo
81 Judge's setting
83 Disdain
85 Haggard
86 The lord in "The Lord
of the Rings"
87 Stare at rudely
90 Like many faithful
adherents
91 Genetic material
92 Off-rd. ride
93 One who isn't with us
95 Movie props?

98 Hail Marys, often
100 Future ferns
101 Strengthened, with
"up"
102 Floating
103 Cigar brand that
comes in grape and
peach flavors
104 Violent protester
105 Ted of "CSI"
107 "Game of Thrones"
airer
110 Chocolate caramel
bar
111 Parcheesi destina-
tion
112 Rocket scientist,
e.g.: Abbr.
114 Frat letters
115 Jazzy Horne
116 Fivers
118 Cajun staple
120 Topeka-to-Peoria
dir.
121 "Ew, I didn't need
that mental picture!"
122 Plunk preceder

Solution on page 3B

The eagle
enthralled me. The
tree full of robins
surprised
me…especially
here in Florida.
The alligator lazi-
ly sunning himself
had a sly smile of
intrigue. The
bright white
flower with its
colorful center popped out
delightfully.

Insects, which don’t usu-
ally capture my interest
except to be stepped on,
amazed me with their col-
ors, designs, eyes and
shapes whether pudgy or
spidery.

Landscapes of scrubs,
pines, lakes, sunsets, sunris-
es, foggy mornings or
dusky evenings caused
wonder to continue to
embrace me.

I hadn’t observed
nature’s artistry first-hand;
but, had been privileged to
take a peek at the many
photographs and paintings
of local artists at a meeting
of Heartland Cultural
Alliance and Ridge
Rangers.

My heart swelled with
the realization that these
magnificent creations came
from the hand of my
mighty Creator God. We
might be dazzled by the
incredible variety that exists
from the tiniest leaf or
insect to the mighty trees or
majestic birds.

But, when we acknowl-
edge our gracious Creator
who has given us these gifts
to enjoy, we are struck with
wonder. In Scripture, one of
names that describe God is
Wonderful…full of wonder.
When we give him the
credit for the astounding
intricacies of the earth, sky,
and sea our eyes are opened
as never before.

Investigate the
incredible design
of the human
body…eyes, ears,
mouth, hands,
digestive system,
legs, feet, heart,
brain and more. It
takes one’s breath
away.

Combine all of
these wonders with

the intelligence, passion,
vision and wholehearted
devotion and inspiration of
our forefathers; and, we see
how God will work through
mankind for good.

We were not there to see
it begin and thrive, much
like I was not present with
every artist who captured
nature’s beauty. But we can
look more deeply in our
appreciation to the God
who gave them the inspira-
tion and vision for this
nation.

As we celebrate
Independence Day and the
freedoms we cherish, let’s
do so with thanksgiving to
God. He blessed us indeed
as he saw our forefather’s
hearts beat with faith and
nobility; even as other gen-
erations carried on in
integrity.

But, today, many have
looked away from God. It is
obvious change not rightly
discerned will lead to ero-
sion of faith and freedom.
Look deeply into our free-
doms; see God’s hand of
blessing and stand up for
our beliefs and liberties.

Psalm 33:12a, NKJV,
says “Blessed is the nation
whose God is the Lord.”

Give God his rightful
place. He is the Source of
all the beauty that has been
representative of our nation.
Selah.

Jan Merop of Sebring is a
News-Sun correspondent. 

Acknowledging the
source of true beauty

Pause And
Consider

Jan Merop

Southern hospitality lacking in grad’s northern social circles

Metro Services
Aries (March 21-April 20) — You can have all

the inspiration in the world, Aries, but without solid
financial backing, your enterprise will not find its
wings. Spend your energy finding investors.

Taurus (April 21-May 21) – You are torn
between two choices, Taurus. Family matters are on
one side and work responsibilities are on the other.
It may take a few days to work out a decision.

Gemini (May 22-June 21) – It’s difficult to con-
tain all of your energy, Gemini, so instead you can
choose to share some with others. Try tackling some
other people’s projects until your energy wanes.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) – Some people may
view you as being selfish this week, Cancer, but you
view your actions as putting yourself first for a
change. Either way, it’s a decidedly “you-centered”
few days.

Leo (July  23-Aug. 23) – While some people are
revved up with energy, Leo, you will seem to be
stuck in neutral this week. Don’t fret too much about

it unless you have deadlines you need to meet.
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22) – Virgo, these next few

days you will want to do activities that put yourself
first. Whether it’s a date or simply alone time, enjoy
it and stop neglecting your needs.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) – Vacations tend to
bring the relaxed side out in a person, and it can be
hard assimilating back into your regular routine.
You, however, have no problem getting back into a
groove.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) — Turning a hobby
into something that makes money is an admirable
goal, but it will take a little work, Scorpio. Don’t
give up too easily as it could take a few months to
solidify. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) – Sagittarius, you
may be adept at finding an easy way around a diffi-
cult thing, but sometimes taking the harder road
offers good life lessons along the way.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20) – When money
issues arise, the only way to remedy them is to stop
spending. This could involve taking a hard look at
your lifestyle and what you may not be able to
afford. 

Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 18) – Everyone expects
you to dole out the advice, Aquarius, but this week
you will be looking for your own. It could be
because you have been tackling so many projects
lately.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) – There are few things
that escape your attention, Pisces. However, this
week you will be blindsided by certain news.

Famous birthdays

July 1, Twyla Tharp, Choreographer, 71; July 2,
Bret Hart, Wrestler, 55; July 3, Tom Cruise, Actor,
50; July 4, Geraldo Rivera, Reporter, 69; July 5,
Huey Lewis, Singer, 60; July 6, Ned Beatty, Actor,
75; July 7, Ringo Starr, Musician, 72.

Taurus is torn between two choices this week
Horoscope

Dear Abby
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By FRAZIER MOORE
AP Television Writer

NEW YORK — As the
crowd counted down, Magic
Johnson pulled a large silver
lever jutting from a box
labeled “ASPiRE.” With that,
his new cable network went
live.

Then stagehands whisked
the contraption off the dais
at Aspire’s gala premiere
party Wednesday night. The
switch was just a prop, of
course, connected to noth-
ing. 

But Magic Johnson’s ties
to the African-American
community (not to mention
sports history and contempo-
rary culture) are direct and
strong.

Now, the basketball great
and business tycoon is lever-
aging his clout and good
name to launch Aspire.

“We have a big platform
for African-American work,”
Johnson told the gathered.
“Family driven content, posi-
tive images of African-
Americans — that’s what we
want that platform for!”

Big aspirations, indeed, as
Aspire makes its debut.
Initially it’s available in
about 7 million homes and in
16 of the top 25 African-
American markets (including
New York, Atlanta, Chicago
and Washington). It can be
seen by some customers
served by Time Warner
Cable Inc. and by Comcast
Corp., the nation’s largest
cable operator, which is
introducing the minority-ori-
ented Aspire as part of an
agreement struck with the
Federal Communications
Commission when Comcast
purchased NBC Universal. 

Aspire’s reach will grow
to 12 million homes by
year’s end, to 20 million to
30 million homes by the end
of 2013, and to 40 million
homes within two years,
according to Johnson.

“Focus groups told us
African-Americans want
more family content on TV,”
he says a few hours before
the party. “If they would
have told me, ‘We don’t
need another channel, there’s
not an opportunity for you,’
we wouldn’t be sitting here.”

Seated in a raised direc-
tor’s chair whose exaggerat-
ed height seems made-to-
order for the towering for-
mer L.A. Lakers point guard,
Johnson is speaking with a
reporter in an NBC green
room during a busy day of

meetings and media appear-
ances.

“I wouldn’t get into this if
I didn’t feel there was an
opportunity,” he goes on.
“That’s what I do. I look for
opportunities.”

Johnson doesn’t dismiss
the growing roster of other
networks targeting black
viewers.

“BET dominates the
young people and does a
great job,” he says. “TV One
skews a little older. We’re
gonna skew older than both
of them. Blacks want
options; they want variety,
like everybody else. There’ll
be enough viewers for all of
us. So everybody wins.”

He says Aspire is aiming
for black families with a
slate of enlightening and
positive programming — the
sort of fare that everyone can
gather in the living room to
watch, “the way I grew up,”
Johnson fondly recalls.

Aspire will air movies,
documentaries, music and
comedy, as well as faith and
inspirational programs.

Initially, the schedule con-
sists of acquisitions, includ-
ing long-ago series like “The
Bill Cosby Show,” “I Spy,”
“Julia” and “The Flip Wilson
Show.”

The network promises
documentaries chronicling
real-life events, people and
places that shaped black his-
tory. Movies include “Shaft,”

“Bird,” “Sarafina!” and
“Lilies of the Field.”

Eventually, Aspire plans to
create its own programming.
For that, Johnson hopes to
tap black artists ranging
from young up-and-comers
to the likes of Spike Lee and
Tyler Perry.

But what about a certain
world-class star already on
the payroll? Will Earvin
“Magic” Johnson step in
front of the Aspire cameras?

“I may do a show inter-
viewing celebrities,” he says.
“Or a business show. We
haven’t planned it yet, but
African-Americans want to
know how to build wealth.
They want to know how to
start a business or grow one.
Home ownership. Having
good credit. I think I’m
going to have to go on and
teach them that sort of
thing.”

The principal owner of
Aspire is Magic Johnson
Enterprises, with the 52-
year-old Johnson as the net-
work’s chairman and CEO.

But Aspire is teamed with
Atlanta-based GMC (former-
ly the Gospel Music
Network), which, available
in about 50 million homes,
focuses on uplifting music
and family entertainment.
GMC is providing opera-
tional infrastructure (what
Johnson dubs “the back of
the house”) for Aspire, also
based in Atlanta.

Johnson declines to say
exactly what he’s investing
in Aspire as its principal
owner, but acknowledges “it
takes $100 (million) or $150
million just to turn the lights
on and really get it going —
and we’re gonna be in that
neighborhood.”

Already, Johnson has
landed five blue chip “char-
ter brand partners”: Coca-
Cola Co., Chrysler, Wal-
Mart Stores Inc., L’Oreal
and Nationwide Insurance.
He says his network is on
track to be “almost break-

even in a year.”
Johnson sees Aspire as the

logical next step in his bur-
geoning media empire,
whose holdings include 20
radio stations, Vibe maga-
zine and the “Soul Train”
brand.

But an almost dizzying
array of other investments
includes real estate, restau-
rants, a prepaid debit card he
soon will introduce and, of
course, the Los Angeles
Dodgers, purchased in May

for $2 billion by a group he
fronted.

“I am SO proud of the
Dodgers,” he grins when that
subject comes up. “I’m like
a little kid! To know I own
the Dodgers is even blowing
ME away!”

In short, Johnson’s career
as an NBA legend and Hall
of Famer is rivaled by his
entrepreneurial efforts,
which, along with his philan-
thropic and motivational
work, largely cater to the
black community.

“I’ve been doing business
almost as long as I’ve been
playing basketball,” he says.
“I bought a radio station
when I was 19 years old,
when I first got drafted by
the Lakers.”

For now, despite his many
business interests, he’s giv-
ing Aspire top priority.

“When you’re starting a
business, you have to be
more involved day-to-day,”
he says. 

“I’m a control freak. Even
though I allow people to do
their jobs, I want to know
everything, and I HAVE to
know everything: It’s my
brand, my name; everything
is out there on the line.”

Looking to Aspire’s
future, he points out how he
always had two big dreams:
to play in the NBA and be a
businessman. 

“I don’t know why God
blessed me with this life, but
I’m glad he did, and I love
it,” Johnson sums up. “And
I’m full steam ahead!”
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Aspire: Magic Johnson’s channel for black families

MCT
Magic Johnson hope his new television network aimed at black families will be seen in 40 million homes within two years.

TELEVISION

‘African-Americans want to know how
to build wealth. They want to know
how to start a business or grow one.

Home ownership. Having good credit. I
think I’m going to have to go on and

teach them that sort of thing.’

MAGIC JOHNSON

Classified ads get results! Call 314-9876

Associated Press
WASHINGTON — The

Supreme Court decided
Friday not to consider rein-
stating the government’s
$550,000 fine on CBS for
Janet Jackson’s infamous
breast-bearing “wardrobe
malfunction” at the 2004
Super Bowl.

The high court refused to
hear an appeal from the
Federal Communications
Commission over the penalty
it imposed.

The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court

of Appeals twice had thrown
out the fine. 

The second time came
after the Supreme Court
upheld the FCC’s policy
threatening fines against even
one-time uses of curse words
on live television. 

The appeals court said
FCC’s policy of excusing
fleeting instances of indecent
words and images appeared
to change without notice in
March 2004, a month after
Jackson’s halftime act. 

The judges said that made

the agency’s action against
CBS “arbitrary and capri-
cious.”

But now, the FCC clearly
has abandoned its exception
for fleeting expletives, Chief
Justice John Roberts said. 

“It is now clear that the
brevity of an indecent broad-
cast — be it word or image
— cannot immunize it from
FCC censure,” he said. 

“Any future ‘wardrobe
malfunctions’ will not be pro-
tected on the ground relied
on by the court below.”

Supreme Court won’t hear
‘wardrobe malfunction’ appeal 
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The following people filed for
marriage licenses during the
month of April, 2012:

Wiley Roosevelt Dickerson III
and Ann Marie Carroll Whidden,
April 2.

Bernard William Beurksken
and Glynette Lachele Whaley,
April 4.

Daryl Adam Barlaug and
Deloris Louise Bowles Spires,
April 5.

Shane Alan Franks and Julie
Jean Sellers Shelton, April 6.

Colin Richard Brown and
Kelsey Lynne Kimmel, April 7.

Michael James Carrozza and
Kellie Anne Mercer, April 7.

Arthur Thomas Conover III and
Franchesca Michelle Michie, April
7.

James Bryan Funk and
Elizabeth Caroline Moore, April 7.

Lance August Giller and Sara
Elizabeth Weeks, April 7.

Edwin Lemuel Marquez and
Stephanie Hernandez Mestre,
April 7.

Edwin Padilla and Tammy Lee
Smith, April 7.

Ryan James Schwarb and
Molly Beth Ropp, April 9.

Jermaine Wooden and Melanie
Williamson, April 12.

Fausto Aguirre-Rodriguez and
Maria Guadalupe Aguirre, April
13.

Bobby English Beasley and
Tammy Kaye Norwood, April 13.

Antreon Decarius Evans and
Yolanda Anne McRae, April 13.

Christopher Neil Foskey and
Lindsey Danielle Varis, April 13.

Yamil Enrique Somarriba and
Julie Oregon, April 13.

Michael Paul Walton and
Edena Rae Alexander, April 13.

Eddy Baez and Tisha Selena
Smith, April 14.

John Waylon Deatherage and
Shana Leann Farmer, April 14.

Robert Matthew Padelford and
Megan Eileen Capron, April 14.

Benjamin Reid Sapp and
Brooke Angela Sandelier, April 14.

Jonathan Robert Ames and
Fallon Michelle Barlaug, April 15.

Cyrille Thierry Canonge and
Cynthia Anna Telhiard, April 15.

Michael Wayne Fantini and
Michelle Angeline Thompson,
April 15.

Dustin Robert Westbrook and
Patricia Britnie Burnsed, April 15.

Ernest Reid Jr. and Alifia
Constancia Johnson Newsome,
April 16.

Charles Phillip Carrero and
Jessie Nicole Joel, April 20.

Omar Andres Centozio and
Summer Marie Sheaffer, April 20.

Jason Joseph Walkup and
Kimberly Lauren James, April 20.

Jonathan Joseph Scherer and
Jessica Lynne Leona, April 20.

Fernando Herrera and Ana
Karen Baza-Urbina, April 21.

Joe Iglesias Jr. and Amanda
Marie Spurlock, April 21.

Quincy Levon Owens and
Shana Denell Thomas, April 21.

Oscar Antulio Gomez Santos
and Janice Ghizeth Maldonado-
Rivera, April 21.

Brian Philip Sarabacha and
Sara Elizabeth Tanner, April 21.

Stephen Eugene Tomek and
Christy Mychelle De Shazo
Bertka, April 21.

James Bernard Carlo Jr. and
Brenda Pearl Norton Simmons,
April 24.

Jonathan Suarez and Soledad
Edith Mendoza, April 24.

Robert John Beley and
Charlene Rowland, April 26.

Richard Charles Schrader Jr.
and Vicki Lynn Bushor Plumlee,
April 27.

Vreen Crawford III and Nicole
Erika Overstreet, April 28.

James Dale Evink and Debbera
Ann Marshon Heminger, April 28.

William David Lott and
Kimberly Ann Weilacher, April 28.

Angelo Daniel Russello Jr. and
Susan Louise Bailey, April 28.

Jeremy Dale Shirley and Lisa
Nicole Petrilli Bedoya, April 28.

The following people filed for
marriage licenses during the
month of May, 2012:

Daryl Duane Blake and Rachel
Elizabeth Derrick Tomek, May 1.

Joshua Madison Olds and
Tameka Sharonn Williams, May
4.

John Thomas Poyner and
Tiffany Christine Elliiott, May 4.

Jorge Gonzalez-Gaona and
Rosario Piedad Camacho, May 5.

Lazaro Robert Padron and
Marisol Gonzalez Baucom, May 5.

Joseph Salvo and Pamela
Seward Kay, May 5.

Nicholas Arthur Watson and

Angi Alissa Septer, May 6.
Refugio Eliseo Reyes-

Rodriguez and Cristina Vargas,
May 8.

Travis Wayne Fortner and Holly
Rae Rumley, May 11.

Francisco Jose Becerra and
Adrianna Alicia Barajas, May 11.

Daniel Cisneros and Judy
Arline Vanderhoff, May 12.

Martial Raoul Gadbois and
Judith Annette Cecile Blake, May
12.

Andrew Raymond Rotroff and
Ashley Kay Brogran, May 12.

Robert Henry Seeber and
Stephanie Dawn Cobb, May 12.

William Wade Smith and
Carolyn Renea Katzenmeyer, May
13.

Christopher Shawn Ingram
and Ashley Denise Williams, May
14.

Jonathan Bartley Newborg and
Tami Marie Wimer Stone, May
15.

Daniel Cubero Roberto and
Maggie Marie Strohaver, May 16.

Willie Lee Holmes Jr. and Lori
Jean Stevens Grimes, May 17.

Jerry Howard Jr. and Debbie
Ann Miller Howard, May 17.

Isaias Avelino Cruz and Donna
Marie Long, May 18.

Charles Spence Rindon and
Sarah Elizabeth Albee Jones, May
18.

Juan Gregorio Perez Trevino
and Angelica Trujillo Alvarez, May
18.

Matthew Blake Housh and
Mary Rose Heston, May 19.

Justin Garrick Latter and
Deborah Jean Bell, May 19.

Thomas Joseph Walsh and
Morgan Lee Williams, May 19.

William Martin Frei and
Virginia Ann Council Wooden,
May 20.

Victor Santos Gervasio and
Robin Corrine McGee, May 21.

Eliazar Rodriguez and Erica

Jaramillo Sandoval, May 22. 
Alejandro Chong and Amanda

Marie Ramirez, May 23.
Christopher Trinidad and Keila

Denise Diaz, May 24.
Henry Robert D’Angelo and Fe

Sichon Balingit, May 25.
Jeremy Paul Harris and

Deborah Medlyn Duffus
Reynolds, May 25.

Jan Louis Johnson and Joanne
Norsek Gorwood, May 26.

Richard Ray Trobaugh and
Cecilia Elias Hernandez, May 26.

Arturo Garcia Espinoza and
Deice Aguirre, May 27.

Michael Dennis King and
Jackie Denise Gunter, May 27.

Azim El and Josie-Lee Eleanora
Rademaker, May 28.

Jeremy Francisco Rocha and
Mitzie Santiago, May 29.

Rigenot Alfred and Natacha
David, May 30.

The following people filed for
marriage licenses during the
month of June, 2012:

Charles Leslie Card III and
Katherine Marie James, June 1.

Ryan Patrick Danzey and
Phoebe Dawn Curtis, June 2.

Johnathon Brock Rydecki and
Kimberly Bridget Rose, June 2.

Danilo Melendez Jr. and
Debbie Ann Hughes, June 4.

Robert Fernand Larocque and
Bartley Ann McGreevy Rodgers,
June 6.

Anthony Lamar Wiggins and
Hilda Kaye Sharpe, June 6.

Luis Angel Almeida Jr. and
Holly Elizabeth Hinojosa, June 8.

Gerson Orjales-Hernandez and
Leishla Marie Concepcion
Gonzalez, June 8.

Troy Adrian Knight and
Demetrius Cynkia Dixon Jones,
June 8.

Neri Sabino and Edelia Aurora
Bautista, June 8.

Jaret Alan Andrews and Diane

Ivonne Ramos Rivero Sarmiento,
June 9.

Charles John Best Jr. and
Kayla Marie Kaszubowski, June 9.

Thomas Robert Drake and
Julie Ann Strayer, June 9.

James Brian Hart and Stacey
Marie DeWeaver, June 9.

Timothy James Morris and
Holly Christine Bryant, June 9.

Jennifer Denise Peek and Titus
Cartier Gay, June 9.

John William Sircy and Jana
Rene Lincoln Chinchilla, June 9.

Jon-Michael Pallone and Kelly
Maureen Carney, June 10.

Alejandro Lebron and Glenda
Michell Cordero Hernandez, June
11.

John Allen Pearson and
Debrah Kay Wallace Peoples,
June 11.

Victor Negron and Digma
Elena Rivera Diaz, June 14.

Scott Michael Evans and
Alexandra Rae Edwards, June 15.

Jason Glen Snively and Ashley
Jean Smith, June 15.

Isaac Idel Fernandez and
Chelsea Leeann Carrodegua,
June 16.

Jeremy Michael Saunders and
Deborah Audette Warner
McNeeley, June 16.

Donald Cyrus Welch and
Jaclyn Heather Moses, June 16.

David Lain Wilson and Debra
Phyllis Barr Siver, June 16.

Brian Keith Carner and
Samantha Jo Viera, June 17.

Jason Dwayne Hill and Alexis
Dawn Vangilder, June 18.

Kenneth R. Magyar Jr. and
Edna Daniels, June 20.

Carmelo Rivera-Matos and
Norma Marlene Samayoa, June
20.

Alejandro Rivera-Perez and
Christina Sue Markham Carbajal,
June 21. 

Shawn Lee Kuhns and Kyraen
Lynn March, June 22.
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MARRIAGE LICENSES

By SUE MANNING
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES —
Summer at animal shelters
across the country means
more animals, more work,
more bills and more wor-
ries.

And there are sometimes
fewer staffers, volunteers
and donations to handle it.

At the majority of animal
shelters in the country, kit-
tens make up problem Nos.
1 through 10 every summer,
said Dr. Kate F. Hurley,
director of the Koret
Shelter Medicine Program
at the University of
California at Davis Center
for Companion Animal
Health.

“Kitten season” starts in
the spring and ends in the
fall in most parts of the
country — a single
unspayed female cat can
have up to two litters of
four or more kittens each. 

The Albuquerque Animal
Welfare Department gets
hundreds of kittens during
the summer, but it “feels
like millions,” said director
Barbara Bruin. 

“People are more likely
to get a dog fixed than a
cat, more likely to
microchip a dog than a cat
and more likely to claim a
dog than a cat. Cats are the
throwaways and we end up
with way too many litters,”
she said.

Many kittens die because
they are brought in so
young they have to be bot-
tle-fed and there aren’t
enough hands, she said.
Disease in younger kittens
also takes a toll. “We lose a
lot of kittens this time of
year,” Bruin said.

Yolo County Animal
Services in Woodland, near
the university, normally
takes in about 150 cats a
month. From May to
October, though, that num-
ber jumps to 300, Hurley
said. The Dumb Friends
League, which operates
shelters in Colorado, had
350 to 400 cats in February
but 751 on June 1, said
spokesman Chris Gallegos.

Adding to the population
explosion at shelters are
puppy litters, runaway dogs
(kids leave doors and gates
open), dogs hit by cars and
dogs rescued from hot cars. 

In the past, shelters in
college towns would have a
rush of abandoned pets
when school let out, but
that’s been changing in
recent years, Hurley said.
There are a few owners
who will dump their pets so
they can go on vacation,
but with that kind of owner,
the pets are probably better
off, Bruin said.

Extra animals don’t mean

more room, more staff or
more money, Hurley said.
“It’s a huge challenge and it
comes at the same time a
lot of us think about our
vacations.”

Location can cause dif-
ferent sets of problems.
June is the start of hurri-
cane season, so in Florida
that means extra feeding,
cleaning and adoption
events to place more ani-
mals and more time spent
working in the rain and
preparing for storms, said
Janet Winikoff, director of
education at the Humane
Society of Vero Beach and
Indian River County in
Florida.

In some cities, shelters
lose volunteers because stu-
dents go home, snowbirds
go north and helpers go on
vacation. Some shelters are
lucky and the number of
volunteers goes up.

The Richmond (Va.)
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals aver-
ages 350 volunteers
between September and
May and 415 from June to
August, said chief operating
officer Tamsen Kingry.
“Much of this increase is
due to college students and
high schoolers spending
time with us during their
summer vacations,” she
said.

Lucky volunteers might
be asked to work early or
late to exercise animals
when it’s coolest, but most
staff and volunteers have to
deal with the heat if they
are responding to cruelty
and neglect cases, hauling
equipment, mucking out
stalls or doing other day-
time chores.

Besides food bills and
utility bills, summer med-
ical costs go up.

“Fleas and ticks are hor-
rible in the summer, and
this year is worse than ever
because we had a mild win-
ter that did not kill them
off,” said Whitney Jones,
animal care manager at the
Humane Society of
Memphis and Shelby
County, Tenn. “We pur-
chase flea and tick medica-
tion in bulk to manage
these costs, but yes, treating
active flea and tick infesta-
tions does get pricey.”

All of this comes while
donations universally go
down in the summer. But
there is a bright side:
Adoptions generally go up.

“We usually have an
increase in adoptions, espe-
cially in recent years with
the downturn in the econo-
my,” said Madeline
Bernstein, president of the
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Los
Angeles. “

MCT
‘Kitten season’ at animal shelters starts in the spring
and lasts until the fall.

Animal shelters
overburdened with

cats in summer
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By JULIE CARR SMYTH
Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — As
a political science major at
Ohio State University, Ida
Seitter says, she lit up many
a cigarette to help her
through the stress of exam
season. Right or wrong, they
were her security blanket as
she toiled through college.

Seitter, now 26, was old
enough by then to make her
own decisions, she says. She
opposes efforts by policy-
makers in Ohio, New York,
California and other states to
impose bans on tobacco use
not just in buildings at pub-
lic colleges, but also any-
where on the campus —
even in the open air.

“Just back away from me
a little bit. I won’t blow it in
your face and I’ll try not to
be rude,” Seitter says. “At
the same time, I think it’s a
little discriminatory for a
practice that is considered
legal.”

Bans on use, advertising
and sales of tobacco in all its
forms are being enacted or
considered at perhaps half of
campuses nationwide, some-
times over the objections of
student smokers, staff and
faculty. The movement is
driven by mounting evidence
of the health risks of second-
hand smoke, the reduced
costs of smoke-free dorms
and a drive to minimize
enticements to smoke at a
critical age for forming life-
long habits.

California’s state system
will begin to bar tobacco use
in 2013. A ban on use and
advertising at the City
University of New York sys-
tem goes into effect in
September, and the
University of Missouri at
Columbia is going smoke-
free in 2014.

Ohio higher education
officials plan a vote next
month urging all public cam-
puses to ban tobacco use.
That includes Ohio State,
one of the nation’s largest
universities, which currently
bans only indoor smoking.

According to the surgeon
general’s report for 2012,
tobacco use among people
ages 18 to 25 remains at epi-
demic proportions nation-
wide. The review found 90
percent of smokers started
by age 18, and 99 percent by
age 26. About a quarter to a
third of college students
smoke, studies have found.

The study found the U.S.
would have 3 million fewer
young smokers if success in
reducing youth smoking by
state tobacco-cessation pro-
grams from 1997 to 2003
had been sustained. Many of
the programs have been hit
by budget cuts.

Health and education offi-
cials, anti-smoking groups
and a generation of students
who grew up smoke-free are
increasingly united on the
issue, says Bronson Frick,
associate director of
Americans for Nonsmokers’
Rights.

“There are many reasons
why a college or university
may choose to pursue this
type of policy, whether sec-
ondhand smoke, dorm fires,
or other issues,” he says.
“They are also questioning

what the role of tobacco is in
this academic setting, where
we’re supposed to be stand-
ing for truth and training the
next generation of leaders.”

According to data kept by
the nonsmokers group, cam-
pus tobacco bans have risen
from virtually zero a decade
ago to 711 today. That
includes both four-year and
two-year institutions, both
public and private.

One of the first campuses

to ban tobacco was Ozarks
Technical Community
College in Springfield, Mo.,
which endorsed the move in
1999 and put it in place four
years later. The school also
established a research center
that works with other col-
leges and hospitals pursuing
similar moves, now known
as the National Center for
Tobacco Policy. 

Ty Patterson, the center’s
director, says Ozarks quickly
realized that its previous pol-
icy of allowing smoking in
designated outdoor areas was
impractical and couldn’t be
properly enforced. 

Forbidding all tobacco use
was deemed to be more
effective than simply saying
no to cigarette smoke,
Patterson says.

“When you go smoke-free,
you drive smokers to use
smokeless tobacco, which is
more addictive,” he says.

Cigarette-size cigars con-
taining candy and fruit fla-
vorings, dissolvable strips
and lozenges are among the
smokeless tobacco products
being targeted to youths,
according to the surgeon
general. The Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention says studies show
many smokers mix and
match such products with
cigarettes as they move from
smoking to nonsmoking ven-
ues.

Compliance with tobacco
bans is generally voluntary,
and violations come with
few, if any, real penalties.
Repeat offenders are some-
times subjected to university
disciplinary policies, which
vary by school.

While precise statistics on
the number of campuses cur-
tailing tobacco are elusive,
Patterson estimates that one-
third to one-half of all higher
education institutions have
either made the move or are
considering it.

Smoking rights advocate
Audrey Silk, founder of New
York Citizens Lobbying
Against Smoker Harassment,
says any outdoor ban —
whether for a campus, beach
or public park — is an attack
on the rights of one segment
of the population. 

“This isn’t a health issue
anymore. It’s a moral issue,”
she says. 

“There’s absolutely zero
reason for a smoking ban
outdoors. They use it as a
tool. Harm from smoke out-
doors is an excuse to frus-
trate smokers into quitting
because they can’t find a
place to light up.” 
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There are activities going
on under the ground that
most of us never see. Take
rhizomes for example.
Rhizomes are stems of
plants that are generally
located under the ground.
Each rhizome sends out
roots and shoots from its
nodes. If some rhizomes are
separated into pieces, each
piece will give rise to a new
plant. Therefore, if a plant
has these types of rhizomes,
it would certainly spread at
a very rapid rate. 

Cogongrass (imperata
cylindrical) is a plant that
has this feature and it is
taking over many natural
areas. In addition,
Cogongrass has infested
nearly 500 million acres of
agricultural lands.

Cogongrass comes from
Asia. It was brought here as
a packing material in crates
that were shipped to the
United States. Cogongrass
was also introduced to
Florida as a possible forage
crop and for soil stabiliza-
tion in the 1930s and ’40s.
Since livestock didn’t par-
take of the noxious plant
and it was found to be of
little value as a soil stabi-
lizer, it was no longer a
desirable plant.
Unfortunately, the damage
was done and the plant con-
tinues to invade the United
States at a rapid rate. 

This invasive grass is an
extremely aggressive peren-
nial that loves to grow in
disturbed areas. Not only
does this plant spread by
rhizomes naturally, but dur-
ing soil disturbance such as
road construction, the
pieces of stem are inadver-
tently transported to other
areas, thereby spreading it
to new places. The rhi-
zomes can remain dormant
for years before sprouting
into new plants. Cogongrass
has been found throughout
Florida from the panhandle
to the very southern portion

of the state. 
Infestations of

Cogongrass are found in
pastures, roadsides, ditch
banks, right-of-ways, golf
courses and forests. It has
the advantage of not being
particular about the soil it
lands in. It can grow in
sand, clay and nutrient poor
soils. It can easily form a
monoculture where nothing
else will grow.

Identification of
Cogongrass can be a bit
tricky. Although it can be
identified by looking at the
leaf, which has an off-cen-
ter white mid-rib and a
sharp point, there are other
grasses that look very simi-
lar. The bright yellow-green
leaves come up at ground
level and can reach lengths
of two to four feet. The
leaves are less than one
inch wide and have slightly
serrated margins and are
embedded with silica crys-
tals. The upper surface of
the leaf blade is hairy near
the base and the underside
is usually without hair.  

The seed-heads produced
by Cogongrass are quite
attractive. The actual seeds
are tiny and can be carried
for miles by wind, birds
and other animals. Seeds
are generally produced in
the spring, but mowing, fer-
tilizing and burning can
cause them to occur in
other seasons. 

Millions of dollars are
spent annually in an effort

to eradicate this noxious
weed. It is considered a
pest in 73 countries and
considered to be one of the
top 10 worst weeds in the
world. This brightly colored
grass severely limits pine
productivity, native plants,
wildlife habitat, recreation
and fire behavior. 

Because of the thick
mats the grass forms, native
plants are literally squeezed
out of their natural habitat.
As a result, the native
wildlife does not have the
variety of forage they are
used to and this grass is not
a tasty alternative for them.
Cogongrass burns hotter
than other grasses and is a
fire safety issue. When the
grass is burned, soon after
the ground has cooled, new
shoots of Cogongrass will
begin to spring up from the
blackened earth. Many
states in the south are los-
ing millions of dollars a
year in timber production
because of Cogongrass.

Herbicides and other
treatments have been used
for years to treat
Cogongrass. It is tough to
kill and usually requires
multiple treatments. Once
the invasive species is
under control, it is impor-
tant to plant native plants in
the area to restore a pristine
ecosystem. 

Cogongrass is just one of
many invasive exotic
species that have come into
our beautiful state.
Unfortunately, once these
pests arrive, it is difficult to
get rid of them. They enjoy
our fertile soil and warm
climate and have few or no
natural enemies to keep
them in check.

Corine Burgess is and
Environmental Specialist for
the Highlands County Parks
and Natural Resources
Department. Guest columns
are the opinion of the writer,
not necessarily those of the
News-Sun.

Invasive cogongrass
is taking over our

natural areas

Courtesy photo
Cogongrass is found in pastures, roadsides, ditch banks, right-of-ways, golf courses and
forests. It has the advantage of not being particular about the soil it lands in. It can eas-
ily form a monoculture where nothing else will grow.

News From 
The Watershed

Corine Burgess

Colleges move toward
absolute bans on smoking

MCT
Many colleges are considering making their campus com-
pletely tobacco free, even outdoor areas.

‘This isn’t a
health issue

anymore. It’s a
moral issue.

There’s absolutely
zero reason for a

smoking ban
outdoors.’

AUDREY SILK
smoking rights advocate
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Places to Worship is a paid advertise-
ment in the News-Sun that is published
Friday and Sunday. To find out more
information on how to place a listing in
this directory, call the News-Sun at 385-
6155, ext. 502.

APOSTOLIC

� Greater Faith Apostolic Church, 24
Rainer Drive, Lake Placid, FL 33852.
invites you to come worship with us in spir-
it and truth at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Sunday, and at 7:30 p.m. Thursday. For
information contact (239) 671-0390. Pastor
Travis Vanderford.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

� Christ Fellowship Church (Assembly
of God), 2935 New Life Way. Bearing His
Name; Preaching His Doctrine; and
Awaiting His Coming. “Worshiping God in
Spirit and in Truth.” Sunday School, 9 a.m.;
Morning Worship, 10 a.m.; Evening
Worship, 6 p.m. Wednesday: Worship, 7
p.m. Pastor Eugene Haas. Phone 471-
0924.
� First Assembly of God, 4301
Kenilworth Blvd., Sebring. The Rev.
Wilmont McCrary, pastor. Sunday School,
10 a.m.; Morning Worship and KIDS
Church, 11 a.m.; Evening Worship, 7 p.m.
Wednesday Family Night, (Adult Bible
Study), LIFE Youth Group, Royal Rangers,
Missionettes, 7:30 p.m. Phone 385-6431.

BAPTIST

� Avon Park Lakes Baptist Church, 2600
N. Highlands Blvd., Avon Park, FL 33825.
George Hall,  Pastor. Christ centered and
biblically based. Sunday worship services,
8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Nursery facil-
ities are available. Bible studies at 9:45
a.m. Sunday and 7 p.m. Wednesday. Prayer
Time 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday. Bible class-
es at 9:45 a.m. are centered for all ages.
Choir practice at 5 p.m. Sunday. Church
phone: 452-6556.
� Bethany Baptist Church (GARBC)
We are located at the corner of SR17 and
C-17A (truck route) in Avon Park. Join us
Sunday morning at 9:00 AM for coffee and
doughnuts, followed with Sunday School
for all ages at 9:30. Sunday morning wor-
ship service begins at 10:30 a.m., and
evening worship service is at 6 p.m. On
Wednesdays, the Word of Life teen ministry
and the Catylist class (20's+) begin at 6:30
PM. The adult Bible and Prayer Time
begins at 7 p.m. For more information go to
www.bethanybaptistap.com or call the
church office at 863-452-1136.
� Faith Missionary Baptist Church, off
State Road 17 North of Sebring at 1708
LaGrange Ave. Sunday School, 10 a.m.;
Morning Worship, 11 a.m.; Evening
Worship, 6 p.m. Wednesday Service, 7
p.m. Deaf interpretation available. Ken
Lambert, Pastor. Phone 386-5055.
� Fellowship Baptist Church, 1000
Maxwell St., Avon Park, FL 33825. Sunday:
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; Morning
Worship, 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday: Evening
Service, 7 p.m.; Children/Youth, 7 p.m.
Telephone: 453-4256. Fax: 453-6986. E-
mail: office@apfellow
ship.org; Web site, www.apfellow
ship.org.
� First Baptist Church of Avon Park, 100
N. Lake Ave., Avon Park. Rev. Jon Beck,
pastor; Charlie Parish, associate
pastor/youth and families; Joy Loomis,
music director; Rev. Johnattan Soltero,
Hispanic pastor. Regular Sunday schedule:
8:30 a.m. orchestra rehersal; 9 a.m. Library
open; 9:30 a.m. Sunday School; 11 a.m.
Morning Worship; 11 a.m. Children’s
Church; 6 p.m. evening worship.
Wednesday schedule: 5:15 p.m. supper; 6
p.m. Bible Study and Prayer; 6:30 p.m.

Adult Choir Practice; 6  p.m. children’s choir
rehearsals; 7 p.m. mission programs.
Hispanic Services: Sunday school at 9:30
a.m., worship service at 11 a.m. and
evening worship at 7 p.m. Wednesday Bible
study at 7 p.m. Call 453-6681 for details.

First Baptist Church of Lake
Josephine, 111 Lake Josephine Drive,
Sebring (just off U.S. 27 midway between
Sebring and Lake Placid). Your place for
family, friends and faith. Sunday morning
worship service is 11 a.m. Nursery is pro-
vided for both services with Children’s
Church at 11 a.m. Life changing Bible
Study for all ages starts at 9:45 a.m.
Associate Pastor Allen Altvater leads the
youth in their quest to become more like
Christ. Sunday night worship at 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study and Prayer meet-
ing at 7 p.m. along with youth worship in
the youth facility, and missions training for
all children. Call the church at 655-1524.
� First Baptist Church of Lake Placid,
Knowing God’s Heart and Sharing God’s
Hope, 119 E. Royal Palm St., Lake Placid,
FL 33852 (863) 465-3721, Website:
www.fbclp.com. Email:
information@fbclp.com. Sunday services -
Traditional Service 9 a.m., Contemporary
Service 10:30 a.m. Link Groups at 9  and
10:30 a..m., Senior Sunday Night at 6 p.m.
Wednesday Activities: Family dinner at 5
p.m. ($4 per person, reservations
required). Prayer meeting, Youth
Intersections, and MaxKidz Extreme meet
at 6:15 p.m. The church is at 119 E. Royal
Palm St., Lake Placid. For information, call
465-3721 or go to www.fbclp.com.
� First Baptist Church of Lorida located
right on U.S. 98 in Lorida. Sunday School
begins at 9:45 a.m. for all ages. Sunday
worship services are at 11 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. Preschool care is provided at the 11
a.m. worship service. Wednesday evening
Bible Study and Prayer meeting is at 6:30
p.m., followed by adult choir rehearsal.
From September the AWANA groups meet.
First Lorida is the “Place to discover God’s
love.” For more information about the
church or the ministries offered, call 655-
1878.
� First Baptist Church, Sebring, 200 E.
Center Ave., Sebring, FL 33870.
Telephone: 385-5154. Dr. David E.
Richardson, senior pastor; Rev. Joe Delph,
associate pastor, minister of youth and
activities; and Rev. Nuno Norberto, associ-
ate pastor, minister of music and senior
adults. Group Bible Studies, 9:15 a.m.;
Blended Service, 10:30 a.m.; Mision
Buatista Hispana, 2 p.m.; Sunday Evening
Worship, 6 p.m. Wednesday night pro-
grams at the ROC begin 5:30 p.m., at
church begin 6:30 p.m. Preschool and
Mother’s Day Out for children age 6 weeks
to 5 years old. Becky Gotsch, director. Call
385-4704.
� Florida Avenue Baptist Church, 401 S.
Florida Ave., Avon Park. Mailing address is
710 W. Bell St., Avon Park, FL 33825.
Telephone, 453-5339. Rev. John D. Girdley,
pastor. Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; Sunday
Worship, 11 a.m.; 11 a.m. Children’s
Church; Sunday Evening Worship, 6 p.m.
Wednesday night programs for children,
youth and adults at 7 p.m.
� Independent Baptist Church, 5704
County Road 17 South, Sebring, FL 33876.
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. Sunday worship,
10:30 a.m. Sunday evening, 6 p.m.
Wednesday service, 7 p.m. Fundamental,
soul-winning, mission-minded, King James
Bible Church. Larry Ruse, pastor. Phone
655-1899. Bus transportation.
� Leisure Lakes Baptist Church, 808
Gardenia St., Lake Placid (just off of Miller
at the west end of Lake June) “Where the
old fashion gospel is preached.” Sunday
School begins at 9:30 a.m.; Sunday
Worship service at 10:45 a.m.; Sunday
Evening Service is at 6 p.m. Wednesday
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study at 6 p.m.
Call the church at 699-0671 for more infor-
mation.

� Maranatha Baptist Church (GARBC),
35 Maranatha Blvd., Sebring, FL 33870 (A
half mile east of Highlands Avenue on
Arbuckle Creek Road.) Sunday School, 9
a.m.; Morning Worship, 10:15 a.m.;
Evening Service, 6 p.m. Mid-week service,
Wednesday, 6 p.m. Daily Prayer and Bible
Study, 8 a.m., Hamman Hall. Pastor Gerald
Webber and Associate Pastors Don
Messenger and Ted Ertle. Phone 382-
4301.
� Parkway Free Will Baptist Church,
3413 Sebring Parkway, Sebring, FL 33870.
Welcome to the church where the “Son”
always shines. Sunday School, 10 a.m.;
Morning Worship, 11 a.m.; Sunday Evening
Worship, 6 p.m.; and Wednesday Evening
Worship, 7 p.m. End-of-the-Month-Sing at
6 p.m. on the last Sunday  of each month.
The Rev. J.S. Scaggs, pastor. Church
phone: 382-3552. Home phone: 214-3025.
Affiliated with the National Association of
Free Will Baptists, Nashville, Tenn.
� Sparta Road Baptist Church, (SBC)
4400 Sparta Road. Sunday school, 9:45
a.m.; Sunday Morning Worship, 11 a.m.;
Sunday Evening Worship, 6 p.m.
Wednesday: Prayer/Bible Study, 6 p.m.
Nursery provided. For information, call 382-
0869.
� Southside Baptist Church (GARBC),
379 S. Commerce Ave., Sebring. David C.
Altman, Pastor. Sunday School for all ages,
9:30 a.m.; Morning Worship Service, 10:45
a.m.; Evening Worship, 6 p.m. Wednesday:
Student ministry, 6:30 p.m.; Awana kinder-
garten through fifth grade, 6:30 p.m.; Adult
Midweek Prayer and Bible Study, 7 p.m. A
nursery for under age 3 is available at all
services. Provisions for handicapped and
hard-of-hearing. Office phone, 385-0752.
� Spring Lake Baptist Church, “Where
the Bible is Always Open.” Pastor Richard
Schermerhorn, 7408 Valencia Road; 655-
2610. Assistant Pastor Ronald Smith, 386-
1610. On U.S. 98 at the Spring Lake Village
II entrance. Sunday School, 9:45 a.m. for
all ages; Morning Worship, 10:45 a.m.;
Sunday Evening Worship, 6 p.m.
Wednesday Mid-week Bible Study and
Prayer Service, 6:30 p.m. Nursery available
for all services.
� Sunridge Baptist Church, (SBC) 3704
Valerie Blvd. (U.S. 27 and Valerie, across
from Florida Hospital), Sebring. Tim Finch,
pastor. Sunday School, 9;30 a.m.; Sunday
Morning Worship, 10:45 a.m.; and Sunday
Evening Service, 6 p.m. Wednesday:
Prayer, Bible Study, and Youth, 6:30
p.m.Nursery provided. For information, call
382-3695.

CATHOLIC

� Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church,
595 East Main St., Avon Park, 453-4757.
Father Nicholas McLoughlin, pastor.
Saturday Vigil Mass is 4 p.m. in English and
7 p.m. in Spanish; Sunday mass 8 and
10:30 a.m. in English. Weekday mass at 8
a.m. Confessions are at 3:30 p.m.
Saturday. Religious Education Classes are
9-10:20 a.m. Sunday for grades K through
8th. Confirmation class is from 6:30-8 p.m.
Wednesday. Youth Nights grades 6th and
up, 6:30-8 p.m. Wednesday.
� St. Catherine Catholic Church, 820
Hickory St., Sebring. Mailing address: 882
Bay St., Sebring, FL 33870, 385-0049; fax,
385-5169; email, office@stcathe.com;
website, www.stcathe.com. Very Rev. José
González, V.F., frjose@stcathe.com;
Parochial Vicar, Rev. Victor Caviedes, 385-
3993; Assisting Priest (retired), Rev. J.
Peter Sheehan; Decons, Rev. Mr. James R.
McGarry and Rev. Mr. Max M. Severe.
Parish office hours, 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday. CONFESSION: First Friday
7:15-7:45 a.m.; Saturday 3-3:45 p.m.; Or by
appointment with any priest. WEEKEND
MASS SCHEDULE: Saturday Vigil: 4 p.m.;
Sunday: 8 and 10 a.m.; Sunday Spanish
Mass: noon; Last Sunday of the month: 2
p.m. (Creole/French); Sunday Family Mass

5 p.m. (Holy Family Youth Center). DAILY
MASS SCHEDULE: Monday through
Friday: 8 a.m. and noon; Saturday: 9 a.m.
� St. James Catholic Church, 3380
Placidview Drive, Lake Placid, 465-3215.
Father Michael J. Cannon. Mass schedule:
Summer (May 1 to Oct. 31) - Saturday Vigil,
4 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.;
Weekdays, 9 a.m. December thru Easter -
Saturday, 4 p.m.; Sunday, 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m.
and 11 a.m.; Weekdays 9 a.m.; and Holy
Days 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 7 p.m., first
Saturday at 9 a.m.

CHRISTIAN

� Cornerstone Christian Church, 1850
US 27 South, Avon Park, FL 33825 (Saxon
Hall in Reflection Community). Bill
Raymond, Minister. Sunday, 10 a.m.
Worship; Communion is available each
week. Thursday, 7 p.m. Home Fellowship
Group. Our goal is: Love Christ - Love
People. For more information call 453-7679
or 453-8929.
� Eastside Christian Church, 101 Peace
Ave., Lake Placid, FL 33852 (two miles
east of U.S. 27 on County Road 621), 465-
7065. Ray Culpepper, senior pastor.
Sunday: Bible classes, 9 a.m.; Worship
Celebration with the Lord’s Supper each
week 10:15 a.m. Thelma Hall, organist; and
Pat Hjort, pianist. Wednesday: Praise and
Prayer, 6:30 p.m.; “Building God’s
Kingdom for Everyone.” “Jesus Christ, the
Way, Truth and Life!” “Alive and Worth the
Drive!”
� Sebring Christian Church, 4514
Hammock Road, Sebring, FL 33872. Tod
Schwingel, Preacher; David Etherton,
Youth Pastor. Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.;
Sunday School, 11 a.m.; Sunday Youth
Service, 6 p.m; Evening service at 6:30
p.m. Wednesday night meals, 5:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by classes at 6:30 p.m. Changing
Seasons, a men’s grief support group,
meets at 1:30 p.m. Wednesdays.
Alzheimers Caregivers Support Group
meets at 1 p.m. Thursdays. Office hours, 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday-Friday. Phone 382-
6676.
� First Christian Church, 1016 W.
Camphor St., Avon Park, FL 33825; (863)
453-5334; on the Web at www.firstchris-
tianap.com. Our motto is “Jesus is First at
First Christian Church.” Greg Ratliff, Senior
Minister; Bible School 9 a.m.; Worship 10
a.m.; Wednesday studies for all ages, 6
p.m. Nursery provided for all events.
� First Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), 510 Poinsettia  Avenue, (corner of
Poinsettia and Eucalyptus), Sebring, FL
33870. Phone: 385-0358 or 385-3435. The
Rev. Ronald Norton, Pastor; Sunday
School, 9 a.m.; Praise Breakfast, 10 a..m.,
Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.; Children’s
Church, 10:30 a.m. Thursday, Praise and
Worship, 6:45 p.m. Youth Fellowship, 7:15
p.m.; Midweek Bible Study, 7:15 p.m.

CHRISTIAN &
MISSIONARY ALLIANCE

� The Alliance Church of Sebring, 4451
Sparta Road, Sebring, FL 33875. Call 382-
1343. Rev. Steve Hagen, pastor. Sunday
services: Sunday School meets at 9:30
a.m.; Sunday Morning Worship Service
meets at 10:30 a.m.; Sunday Evening Bible
Study meets at 6 p.m. (off site); Wednesday
Prayer Gathering meets at 6 p.m.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

� Christian Science Church, 146 
N. Franklin St. Sunday: 10:30 a.m.
morning worship and Sunday
school. Testimonial meetings at
4 p.m. each second and fourth
Wednesday. A free public reading
room/bookstore, located in the
church, is open before and after

church services. The Bible and the
Christian Science textbook, ‘Science and
Health with Key to
the Scriptures’ by Mary Baker Eddy
are our only preachers. All are welcome to
come and partake of the comfort, guid-
ance, support and healing found in the les-
son-sermons.

CHURCH OF BRETHREN

� Church of the Brethren, 700 S. Pine
St., Sebring, FL 33870. Sunday: Church
School, 9 a.m.; Morning Worship, 10:15
a.m. Wednesday: Temple Choir, 7:30 p.m.
Phone 385-1597.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

� Avon Park Church of Christ, 200 S.
Forest Ave., Avon Park, FL 33825.
Minister: Don Smith. Sunday Worship
Services, 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Nursery
facilities are available at every service.
Bible Study: Sunday, 9:30 a.m. and
Wednesday, 7 p.m. Bible centered classes
for all ages. Church phone: 453-4692.
� Lake Placid Church of Christ, 1069
Hwy 27 North, Lake Placid, FL  33852.
Mailing address is P.O. Box 1440, Lake
Placid, FL 33862. Jimmy Goins, pastor.
Sunday morning worship is at 10 a.m.
Sunday evening worship is 6 p.m. Bible
class 9 a.m. Sundays and Wednesday
evenings at 7 p.m. All are invited to join us.
For more information, call the church at
863-465-4636 or visit the website
http://www.thelordsway.com/lakeplacid-
cofc/.
� Sebring Parkway Church of Christ,
3800 Sebring Parkway, Sebring, FL 33870;
385-7443. Minister: Kevin Patterson. Times
of service are: Sunday Bible Class, 9 a.m.;
Sunday Worship Service, 10 a.m.; Sunday
Evening Service, 6 p.m.; Wednesday Bible
Class, 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF NAZARENE

� First Church of the Nazarene of Avon
Park, P.O. Box 1118., Avon Park, FL
33825-1118. 707 W. Main St. Randall
Rupert, Pastor. Sunday: Sunday school
begins at 9:45 a.m. for all ages; morning
worship at 10:45 a.m.; and evening service
at 6 p.m. Wednesday evening service is at
7 p.m. with special services for children
and adults. Special services once a month
for seniors (Prime Time) and Ladies min-
istries. If you need any more information,
call 453-4851.
� First Church of the Nazarene of Lake
Placid, 512 W. Interlake Blvd., Lake Placid,
FL 33852. Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.;
Morning worship, 10:45 a.m.; Evening
service, 6 p.m. Wednesday evening, 7 p.m.
Classes for adult children and youth. Call
465-6916. Pastor Tim Taylor.

CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN
CHRISTIAN UNION

� Community Bible Church - Churches
of Christ in Christian Union, (Orange
Blossom Conference Center) 1400 C-17A
North (truck route), Avon Park. Presenting
Jesus Christ as the answer for time and
eternity. Sunday morning worship service,
10:30 a.m. Nursery provided. Junior
Church activities at same time for K-6
grade. Sunday School Bible hour (all ages),
9:30 a.m. (Transportation available.)
Sunday evening praise and worship serv-
ice, 6 p.m. Wednesday evening prayer
service, 7 p.m. Children and youth activities
at 7 p.m. Wednesday. Everyone is wel-
come, please come worship with us. Don
Seymour, Senior Pastor. Phone 452-0088.

PLACES TO WORSHIP

By DAVID BAUDER
AP Television Writer

NEW YORK — President
Barack Obama worried and
Republicans celebrated when they
first heard the news. But not so
fast: In the split-second rush to
report the Supreme Court’s health
care decision Thursday, CNN and
Fox News Channel got it wrong.

It was an excruciating test for
reporters who were handed a 59-
page decision choked with legalese
and asked to report its meaning
almost instantly.

Bloomberg News and The
Associated Press were the first
reporting the news — correctly, at
10:07 a.m. EST — that the court
upheld most of Obama’s health
care overhaul and a mandate that
nearly every American have health
insurance. They were followed by
Reuters and the SCOTUSblog.

The New York Times made a
point of tweeting that reporters and
editors were analyzing the decision
and would write when they were
comfortable that the nuances were
correct. The paper didn’t tweet the
news until 10:20 a.m.

CNN apologized for its error,
saying it “regrets that it didn’t wait
to report out the full and complete
opinion” that upheld the mandate
requiring virtually all Americans to

have health insurance. Fox, howev-
er, insisted it was right. “Fox
reported the facts, as they came
in,” said network executive
Michael Clemente.

The inaccurate reports were the
first ones seen by Obama, who was
watching four television monitors
outside the Oval Office. White
House Counsel Katherine
Ruemmler came in moments later
with the true story.

It was particularly embarrassing
for CNN, which has suffered
through one of its worst ratings
quarters in several years, primarily
due to a paucity of big news. The
network eagerly awaited the court’s
decision, scheduled for 10 a.m.,
running a “countdown clock” on its
screen for hours.

Anchor Wolf Blitzer and reporter
Kate Bolduan reported at 10:08
a.m. that the health care law had
been struck down, based on a read-
ing of Chief Justice John Roberts’
decision that the mandate was not a
valid exercise of congressional
power under the commerce clause
of the Constitution. The screen
read: “Supreme Ct. Kills
Individual Mandate.” The news was
tweeted and emailed to the net-
work’s followers.

“The court striking down that
mandate is a dramatic blow to the

president,” said CNN reporter John
King. 

By 10:13 a.m., some doubt had
seeped in, and the onscreen head-
line read: “Supreme Court Rules
on Obama Law.”

“Let’s take a deep breath and see
what the justices actually decided,”
Blitzer said. “It could be more
complicated than we originally
thought.”

Two minutes later, CNN reported
the correct decision — the court
had upheld the individual mandate,
basing it not on the commerce
clause but on Congress’ power of
taxation. 

CNN then reported that the
entire law had been upheld, with
King calling it “a huge, huge victo-
ry for President Obama.”

On Fox, Bill Hemmer touted the
“breaking news” that the individual
mandate had been declared uncon-
stitutional.

A Twitter account run by Fox
anchor Bret Baier’s show tweeted

the same news. Within two min-
utes, however, anchor Megyn Kelly
was citing SCOTUSblog’s report
and ordered producers to change an
onscreen headline that read:
“Supreme Court Finds Health Care
Individual Mandate
Unconstitutional.”

“We’re trying to do the best we
can,” Hemmer said.

The initial report on Baier’s Fox
show Twitter feed was deleted, fol-
lowed by the tweet: “Getting word
that the individual mandate will
survive as a tax — we are trying to
work this out for you — more to
come.”

Clemente, Fox executive vice
president of news and editorial,
was unapologetic. “We gave our
viewers the news as it happened,”
he said. He said Hemmer reported
that the mandate was not constitu-
tional under the commerce clause,
although the network’s reporting
gave the impression that the man-
date had been fully struck down.

Obama’s first news about the
decision came from television
monitors outside the Oval Office,
where the cable channels were
reporting that the mandate had
been struck down, according to
administration officials. Within
moments, Ruemmler hurried
toward the White House and

flashed the president two thumbs
up. She explained her reading, and
Obama hugged her as Chief of
Staff Jack Lew looked on.

Several members of Congress
also tweeted incorrect information
about the ruling. 

ABC’s Terry Moran had less
than a minute to look at the deci-
sion before he was talking on the
air to anchor George
Stephanopoulos and he briefly
vamped for time, saying “I’m just
taking a quick look at it.”

Describing the difficulty of the
process in an interview, he said,
“you have to be confident enough
to say, ‘I don’t know.”’

In this case, Moran quickly spot-
ted that Roberts had decided the
case in agreement with the court’s
liberal justices, a sign that it was
highly unlikely the health care law
had been overturned. ABC did bob-
ble one fact initially, incorrectly
saying the court’s decision was by
a 6-3 vote instead of 5-4.

Moran said Thursday’s lesson to
journalists should be “slow down.”

“I actually think the audience is
much more interested in under-
standing than in seeing who finish-
es first in this case,” he said. 

“In this day and age, there are
few true scoops. ... On an event
like this, take a breath.”

Rush to report US health ruling trips up CNN, Fox
‘You have to be

confident enough to
say ‘I don’t know.’’

TERRY MORAN
ABC news
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EPISCOPAL

� St. Agnes Episcopal Church,
3840 Lakeview Drive, Sebring, FL
33870. Sunday Services: Holy
Eucharist Rite I - 7:45 a.m., Holy
Eucharist Rite II - 10 a.m. Midweek
service on Wednesday at 6 p.m.
Sunday School for all ages at 9
a.m. The nursery is open 8:45 a.m.
until 15 minutes after the 10 a.m.
service ends. Wednesday: Adult
Bible study, 9:30 a.m. Visitors are
always welcome. The Rev. Jim
Kurtz, rector. Church office 385-
7649, for more information.
� St. Francis of Assisi Anglican
Episcopal Church, 43 Lake June
Road, Lake Placid, FL 33852.
Phone: 465-0051. Rev. Elizabeth L.
Nelson, Rector. Sunday Worship, 8
a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday evening: Holy
Communion with Healing Service,
6 p.m. Thursday: Holy Communion
with healing service, 9 a.m. Child
care available at the 8 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. Sunday service.

EVANGELICAL FREE
CHURCH OF 
AMERICA

� The Church of the Way EFCA,
1005 N. Ridgewood Drive, Sebring.
Sunday school and worship service
at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Youth
activities, 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays.
The Way is a church family who
gathers for contemporary worship,
teaching of God’s Word, prayer and
fellowship. Come early and stay
after for fellowship time. Child care
and children’s church are provided.
Reinhold Buxbaum is pastor. The
Way – A place for you. Office
Phone: 471-6140, Church Cell
Phone: 273-3674. Email: theway
church@hotmail.com. Web site:
www.TheWayChurch.org

GRACE BRETHREN

� Grace Brethren Church, 3626
Thunderbird Road, (863) 835-
0869. Dr. Randall Smith, senior
pastor. Sunday services at 9 a.m.,
10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wednesday
services at 7 p.m. We offer “Kid
City” Children’s Ministry throughout
all services, and there are variosu
other classes for teens, married
couples, “prime-timers,” and Bible
studies in Spanish. “Kid City” Day
Care, Preschool and After-School
Monday-Friday: 7 a.m.-6 p.m. (For
registration call: 385-3111). Check
us out on the Web at www.sebring-
grace.org.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

� World Harvest and Restoration
Ministries, (non-denominational)
2200 N. Avon Blvd., Avon Park, FL
33825. Phone: 452-9777 or 453-
3771. Sunday service: Sunday
School, 10 a.m. and worship, 11
a.m. Wednesday services: 7 p.m.
prayer meeting/Bible study. Pastor:
W.H. Rogers.

LUTHERAN

� Atonement Lutheran Church
(ELCA), 1178 S.E. Lakeview
Drive., Sebring. David Thoresen,
Deacon, Spiritual Leader, on first,
third and fifth Sunday each month,
and Rev. Jefferson Cox on the sec-
ond and fourth Sunday of each

month. Jim Helwig, organist/choir
director. Worship service at 9:30
a.m.; Holy Eucharist is every
Sunday. Coffee hour on the first
and third Sunday of each month.
Council meeting on the first
Monday of month; Ladies Group
WELCA meets at noon second
Monday of month with lunch. Bring
a dish to pass. Church Vegetable
Garden Club meets as needed.
Labyrinth Prayer Garden open
seven days a week to congretation
and community. Like to sing? Come
join the choir. Visitors always wel-
come. Come grow with us. Phone
385-0797.
� Christ Lutheran Church Avon
Park – LCMS, 1320 County Road
64, 1/2 mile east of Avon Park High
School. Sunday Divine Worship is
at 10 a.m. Holy Communion is cel-
ebrated every week with traditional
Lutheran Liturgy, hymns and songs
of praise. Fellowship time with cof-
fee and refreshments follows wor-
ship. Come worship and fellowship
with us. For information call Pastor
Scott McLean at 471-2663 or see
christlutheranavonpark.org.
� Faith Lutheran Church –
LCMS, 2740 Lakeview Drive,
Sebring. Church phone: 385-7848,
Faith Child Development Center,
385-3232. Traditional Worship serv-
ice, 8 a.m. Sunday; Sunday Praise
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.
Communion is served the first, third
and fifth Sunday of the month.
Sunday school and Bible classes:
9:15 a.m. Sunday. Worship service
is broadcast at 8 a.m. on WITS
1340 AM each Sunday. Educational
opportunities include weekly adult
Bible studies. Faith’s Closet Thrift
Store (385-2782) is open from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday. All are warmly welcome
in the Faily of Faith.
� Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church (AALC) American
Association of Lutheran
Churches, 3240 Grand Prix Drive,
Sebring, FL 33872. James Weed,
pastor. Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday. Bible Study, 9 a.m. Nursery
provided. Social activities: Choir,
Missions, Evangelism. Phone 385-
2346.
� New Life Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 3725 Hammock Road, a
Congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (ELS) in fellowship
with the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (WELS). Sunday
Worship at 10 a.m.; Bible Study, 9
a.m. For more information, call
Pastor Brian Klebig at 385-2293 or
visit the Web site at www.newlife
sebring.com.
� Resurrection Lutheran Church
- ELCA, 324 E. Main St., Avon
Park. Pastor: Rev. John C.
Grodzinski. Sunday school at 8:30
a.m., Sunday worship at 9:30 a.m..
Coffee and fellowship hour follow
the service. Midweek Fragrance
Free Wednesday worship, (year
round) 7 p.m. Office phone number
is 453-6858.
� Trinity Lutheran Church -
LCMS, 25 Lakeview St., Lake
Placid, FL 33852; 465-5253. The
Rev. Richard A. Norris, pastor;
Susan C. Norris, Trinity Tots Pre-
School director; and Noel Johnson,
minister of youth and family life.
Worship schedule after Easter
through December: Worship serv-
ice 10 a.m., and Education Hour,
8:45 a.m. Worship schedule for
January through Easter: Worship
service, 8:30 and 11 a.m.,
Education Hour 9:45 a.m.
Traditional Service with Holy

Communion each first and third
Sunday. Non-Traditional Service
each second, fourth and fifth
Sunday. Seasonal mid-week serv-
ices Wednesday evenings during
Lent and Advent. Call church office
for additional Worship times and
special holiday services. Other
activities and groups include:
Choirs; Ladies Guild and LWML;
Men’s Fellowship Group, Small
Group Bible Studies as scheduled;
Trinity Tots Pre-school, Youth Group
activities (call for meeting times
and dates). Visit us online at:
www.Trinitylutheranlp.com.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

� Bible Fellowship Church, 3750
Hammock Road, Sebring, FL
33872. Sunday: American Sign
Language: First Worship sermon,
songs signed first and second
Worship services. First Worship
service, 9 a.m.; Second Worship
service, 10:45 a.m. Nursery (up to
2 years old) and Sunday school
classes both hours. BFC Youth, 6
p.m.; Evening Service, 6 p.m.
Wednesday: Youth, 6-7:30 p.m.;
Prayer time, 6:30 p.m. Todd
Patterson, pastor; Andy McQuaid,
associate pastor. Web site
www.bfcsebring.com. Church office
385-1024.
� Calvary Church, 1825
Hammock Road, Sebring, FL
33872; 386-4900. An independent
community church. Sunday morn-
ing worship, 10 a.m.; Bible study,
11:15 a.m.; Sunday evening serv-
ice, 6 p.m. Pastor Lester Osbeck. A
small friendly church waiting for
your visit.
� Christian Training Ministries
Inc., on Sebring Parkway. Enter off
County Road 17 on Simpson
Avenue. Sunday service is at 10
a.m.; Wednesday Bible study at 7
p.m. A nursery and children’s
church are provided. The church is
part of Christian International
Ministries Network, a full gospel,
non-denominational ministry. Linda
M. Downing, minister, lindadown-
ing@live.com. Casey L. Downing,
associate minister, caseydown
ing@hotmail.com. Church phone:
314-0482. Web site: www.ctm
forme.com
� Grace Bible Church, 4541
Thunderbird Road, (second church
on left) Sebring, FL 33872. Phone,
382-1085. Andrew Katsanis, senior
pastor. Saturday Worship, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, 9 and 11 a.m. Tuesday 6
p.m. Grace Bible Academy Adult
Investigating Truth; first and third
Tuesday, Prayer Gathering, 7:15
p.m.; Wednesday, Children’s &
Youth Programs, 6 p.m.;
Wednesday, 8:30 p.m., College
Ministry. www.GBCconnected.org
� Highlands Community Church,
a casual contemporary church,
meets at 3005 New Life Way.
Coffee at 9:30 a.m.; Worship at 10
a.m. Nursery and Kid’s World class-
es. Small groups meet throughout
the week. Church phone is 402-
1684; Pastor Bruce A. Linhart.
� The Lord’s Sentinel Fellowship
Church, 148 E. Interlake Blvd.,
Lake Placid (at Lake Placid
Christian School), Pastor Juanita
Folsom. Sunday morning service,
10:30 a.m.; Monday, Sentinel
School of Theology, 7 p.m.; Church
service, Tuesday, 7 p.m. More infor-
mation at www.juanitafolsom
ministries.com.
� Union Church, 106 N. Butler
Ave., Avon Park, FL 33825.
Contemporary worship service is at

6:30 p.m. Saturday with Pastor
Tiger Gullett. Sunday traditional
worship service is at 7:45 a.m. and
9 a.m. Contemporary Sunday wor-
ship service is at 10:45 a.m.
Nursery and children’s church on
Saturday nightes and 9 and 10:45
a.m. Sundays. Breakfast and lunch
menus at Solid Grounds. Senior
Pastor is Bill Breylinger. Office: 453-
3345. Web page at www.weare-
union.org.
� Unity Life Enrichment Centre,
new location, 10417 Orange
Blossom Blvd. S., Sebring, FL
33875; 471-1122; e-mail unity@vis-
tanet.net. Web site, www.unityofse-
bring.org. 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Celebration Service, Nursery and
Children’s Church. Weekly Classes,
Christian Bookstore and Cafe,
Prayer Ministry, Life Enrichment
Groups. Rev. Andrew C. Conyer,
senior minister transforming lives
from ordinary to extraordinary.

PRESBYTERIAN

� Covenant Presbyterian Church
(PCA), 4500 Sun ‘N Lake Blvd.,
Sebring, 33872-2113. A
Congregation of the Presbyterian
Church in America. Sunday morn-
ing worship: Informal service, 8
a.m.; traditional service, 10:30
a.m.; Sunday school, 9:15 a.m.;
evening service, 6 p.m. Wednesday
evening Prayer Meeting, 6 p.m.;
Children’s/Youth Group, 5:30-7
p.m.; choir practice, 7:15 p.m.
Phone: 385-3234; Fax: 385-2759;
e-mail: covpres@strato.net; Web
site: www.cpcsebring.org. Rev. W.
Darrell Arnold, pastor. Office hours:
8:30-12:30 a.m. Monday-Friday.
� First Presbyterian Church
ARP, 215 E. Circle St., (two
entrances on LaGrande), Avon
Park, FL 33825. Phone: 453-3242.
The Rev. Robert Johnson is the
pastor. Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.;
Sunday Worship, 10:45 a.m.;
Wednesday Bible study, 10:30
a.m.; Potluck dinner, 6 p.m. third
Wednesday; choir practice, 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday; Mary Circle
business meeting, 1 p.m. second
Wednesday; Sarah Circle business
meeting, 4 p.m. second Thursday;
Women’s Ministries Combined
Bible study, 4 p.m. third Thursday.
Be a part of a warm, caring church
family with traditional services, fol-
lowing biblical truth.
� First Presbyterian Church,
ARP, 319 Poinsettia Ave., Sebring,
FL 33870. 385-0107. Email:
faith@htn.net, Rev. Darrell A. Peer,
pastor. Sunday School, all ages,
9:30 a.m.; Worship Service, 11 a.m.
Summer Camp (middle school), 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. daily. Wednesday:
Adult Bible Study, 10:30 a.m.
Nursery available during worship.
Call the church office for more infor-
mation and other classes.
� First Presbyterian Church,
ARP, www.fpclp.com, 118 N. Oak
Ave., Lake Placid, 465-2742. The
Rev. Ray Cameron, senior pastor;
the Rev. Drew Severance, associ-
ate pastor. Traditional Worship 9
a.m., Contemporary Worship 11
a.m., Sunday School for adults to
grade school will be from 10:10-
10:50 a.m. Wednesday evenings:
Adult Bible Study (7 p.m.), Youth
Group – (Middle and High School),
(7 p.m.),  RockSolid (Kindergarten
through fifth grade) 7 p.m. Bible
Counseling available by appoint-
ment, 699-0132. Call the church
office for more information about
the classes offered. Nursery is pro-
vided for babies and toddlers; while

young children up to second grade
have a special Children’s Church
offered during the worship service
to help them grow in their spiritual
knowledge.
� Spring Lake Presbyterian
Church (USA), 5887 U.S. 98,
Sebring, FL 33876. Sunday School,
9 a.m.; Worship Service, 10 a.m.
Session meets at 6:30 p.m. the
second Thursday of the month,
September through June. Board of
Deacon’s meet at 5:30 p.m. first
Monday of the month. Choir
rehearses at 7 p.m. each
Wednesday, September through
April. Presbyterian Women meet at
10 a.m. the third Thursday of the
month. Organist: Richard Wedig.
Choir Director: Suzan Wedig.
Church phone, 655-0713; e-mail,
springlakepc@embarqmail.com,
Web site, http://slpc.embarq
space.com.

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST

� Avon Park Seventh-day
Adventist Church, 1410 West
Avon Blvd., Avon Park. Phone: 453-
6641 or e-mail:
avonparksda@embarqmail.com,
Sabbath School, 9:30 a.m
Saturday. Church Service 10:45
a.m. Saturday. Wednesday prayer
meeting 7 p.m. Community Service
hours on Tuesday and Thursday is
from 9:00 a.m. till 2 p.m. A sale
takes place the first Sunday of each
month. Senior Pastor Paul Boling.
Walker Memorial Academy
Christian School offering education
for kindergarten through 12th
grades. ALL ARE WELCOME.
Website is www.discoverjesus.org
� Sebring Seventh-Day
Adventist Church, 2106 N. State
Road 17, Sebring; 385-2438.
Worship Services: 9:15 a.m.
Worship hour, 11 a.m. Prayer meet-
ing, Tuesday, 7:15 p.m. Community
service: every Monday 9-11 a.m.
Health Seminar with Dr. Seralde,
every Friday, 10:00 a.m. Pastor
Amado Luzbet.

THE CHURCH OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS

� The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, 3235 Grand
Prix Dr., Sebring, Fl 33872; (863)
382-9092 Steve Austin, Bishop;
Mark Swift, 1st Counselor; Del
Murphy, 2nd Counselor. Family
History Center (863) 382-1822.
Sunday Services: Sacrament
Meeting, 10-11:10 a.m.; Gospel
Doctrine, 11:20 a.m. to noon;
Priesthood/Relief Society, 12:10-
1p.m.; Primary for children, 11:15
a.m. to 1 p.m.; Youth Activities:
Wednesdays, 7-8:20 p.m. Scouts:
first and third Wednesday, 7-8:20
p.m. Activity Days: 8-11 yr old Boys
and Girls, second and fourth
Wednesdays, 7-8:20 p.m.

THE SALVATION
ARMY

� The Salvation Army – Center
for Worship. Sunday: Sunday
School, 9:45 a.m.; Holiness meet-
ing, 11 a.m.; and Praise meeting
and lunch, noon. Tuesday: Bible
study, 6:30 p.m.; and Women’s
Ministries, 7 p.m. Wednesday:
Youth Ministries, 4 p.m. All meet-
ings are at 120 N. Ridgewood Ave.,
Sebring. For more information, visit

the Web site www.salvationarmyse-
bring.com or call Major Bruce
Stefanik at 385-7548, ext. 110.

UNITED METHODIST

� First United Methodist Church,
105 S. Pine St., Sebring, FL 33870.
The Rev. A.C. Bryant, pastor.
Traditional Worship Service at 8:10
and 10:50 a.m. in the sanctuary,
Contemporary Worship in the FLC
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday School at 9:30
and 10:30 a.m. Methodist Youth
Fellowship at 5:30 p.m. Sundays
with Rick Heilig, youth director. The
10:55 a.m. Sunday worship service
is broadcast over WITS 1340 on
AM dial. There is a nursery avail-
able at all services.
� First United Methodist Church,
200 South Lake Avenue, Avon
Park, FL 33825. (863) 453-3759, R.
James Weiss, Pastor, Sunday
School - 9 a.m., Worship - 10:30
a.m. Bible study third Tuesday of
every month at 6 p.m. Prayer Shawl
Ministry on the second and fourth
Friday of the month at 2 p.m. for
women who love God and crochet-
ing. Visit us at our church Web site:
www.fumcap.org.
� Memorial United Methodist
Church, 500 Kent Ave., (overlook-
ing Lake Clay) Lake Placid, FL,
33852. The Rev. Fred Ball. pastor.
Claude H.L. Burnett, pastoral assis-
tant. Sunday schedule: Heritage
Worship Service, 8:30 a.m.;
Sunday School for all ages, 9:30
a.m.; Celebration Worship Service
at 10:45 a.m.; New Song worship
service at 10:45 a.m. Loving nurs-
ery care provided every Sunday
morning. Middle School Youth, 4
p.m.; High School Youth, 5:30 p.m.
We offer Christ-centered Sunday
school classes, youth programs,
Bible studies, book studies and
Christian fellowship. Church office,
465-2422 or
www.memorialumc.com. Lakeview
Christian School, VPK to grade 5;
465-0313.
� St. John United Methodist
Church, 3214 Grand Prix Drive,
Sebring, FL 33872. The Rev.
Ronald De Genaro Jr., Pastor.
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; Adult
Sunday School, 11 a.m.; Sunday
Morning Worship, 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m.
and 11 a.m. Nursery provided for all
services. Phone 382-1736.
www.stjohnsebring.org
� Spring Lake United Methodist
Church, 8170 Cozumel Lane,
(Hwy 98) Sebring. The Rev. Clyde
Weaver Jr., Pastor. Worship service
starts at 9:55 a.m. Bible Study
meets at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday.
Choir Practice at 4:00 p.m. on
Thursday. Church office phone:
655-0040.

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

� Emmanuel United Church of
Christ, Jesus didn’t reject people,
neither do we. Join us for worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and
you’ll be embraced by a compas-
sionate congregation that is all-
inclusive. We’re at the corner of
Hammock and Hope. Choir and
Bell Choir practice on Wednesday;
Bible studies throughout the week.
471-1999; sebringemmanuel
ucc.com.

PLACES TO WORSHIP

Publishers Weekly

HARDCOVER FICTION
1. “Wicked Business” by

Janet Evanovich (Bantam)
2. “Gone Girl” by Gillian

Flynn (Crown)
3. “Calico Joe” by John

Grisham (Doubleday)
4. “The Storm” by Clive

Cussler (Putnam)
5. “11th Hour” by James

Patterson & Maxine Paetro
(Little, Brown)

6. “The Innocent” by
David Baldacci (Grand
Central Publishing)

7. “Porch Lights” by
Dorothea Benton Frank
(William Morrow)

8. “Stolen Prey” by John
Sandford (Putnam)

9. “The Third Gate” by
Lincoln Child (Doubleday)

10. “Canada” by Richard
Ford (Ecco)

11. “Mission to Paris” by
Alan Furst (Random
House)

12. “A Dance with
Dragons” by George R.R.
Martin (Bantam)

13. “The Bourne
Imperative” by Eric Van
Lustbader (Grand Central)

14. “A Blaze of Glory” by
Jeff Shaara (Ballantine
Books)

15. “Spring Fever” by
Mary Kay Andrews (St.
Martin’s)

HARDCOVER 
NONFICTION

1. “Cowards” by Glenn
Beck (Threshold Editions)

2. “The Amateur” by
Edward Klein (Regnery)

3. “Wild” by Cheryl
Strayed (Knopf)

4. “Killing Lincoln” by Bill
O’Reilly & Martin Dugard
(Holt)

5. “It Worked for Me” by
Colin Powell (Harper)

6. “The Skinny Rules” by
Bob Harper with Greg
Critser (Ballantine)

7. “The Great Destroyer”
by David Limbaugh
(Regnery)

8. “Barack Obama” by
David Maraniss (Simon &
Schuster)

9. “Unintended
Consequences” by Ed
Conard (Portfolio)

10. “Hostile Takeover” by
Matt Kibbe (William
Morrow)

11. “An American Son”
by Marco Rubion
(Sentinel)

12. “What the (Bleep)
Just Happened” by Monica
Crowley (Broadside

Books)
13. “The Charge” by

Brendon Burchard (Free
Press)

14. “How Excellent
Companies Avoid Dumb
Things” by Neil Smith
(Palgrave Macmillan)

15. “The Tools” by Phil
Stutz (Spiegel & Grau)

MASS MARKET PAPER-
BACKS

1. “Afraid to Die” Lisa
Jackson (Zebra)

2. “Tick Tock” by James
Patterson (Vision)

3. “Explosive Eighteen”
by Janet Evanovich
(Bantam)

4. “The Unexpected
Husband” by Debbie
Macomber (Mira)

5. “The Kingdom” by
Clive Cussler (Berkley)

6. “Big Sky Country” by
Linda Lael Miller (HQN
Books)

7. “Abraham Lincoln:
Vampire Hunter” by Seth
Grahame-Smith (Grand
Central)

8. “Eyes Wide Open” by
Andrew Gross (Harper)

9. “Bed of Roses” by

Nora Roberts (Jove)
10. “The Bourne

Dominion” by Robert
Ludlum (Grand Central)

11. “The Ideal Man” by
Julie Garwood (Signet)

12. “Full Black” by Brad
Thor (Pocket Books)

13. “The Lucky One” by
Nicholas Sparks (Vision)

14. “Buried Prey” by
John Sandford (Berkley)

15. “Heartwishes” by
Jude Deveraux (Pocket
Books)

TRADE PAPERBACKS
1. “Fifty Shades of Grey”

by E.L. James (Vintage)
2. “Fifty Shades Darker”

by E.L. James (Vintage)
3. “Fifty Shades Freed”

by E.L. James (Vintage)
4. “Fifty Shades Trilogy”

by E.L. James (Vintage)
5. “Bared to You” by

Sylvia Day (Berkley)
6. “The Drop” by Michael

Connelly (Grand Central)
7. “Kill Alex Cross” by

James Patterson (Grand
Central)

8. “In the Garden of
Beasts” by Erik Lawson
(Broadway)

9. “To Heaven And Back”
by Mary C. Neal
(WaterBrook Press)

10. “The Last Boyfriend:
Book Two of the InnsBoro
Trilogy” by Nora Roberts
(Berkley)

11. “Fahrenheit 451” by
Ray Bradbury (Simon &
Schuster)

12. “State of Wonder” by
Ann Patchett (Perennial)

13. “Abraham Lincoln:
Vampire Hunter” by Seth
Grahame-Smith (Grand
Central)

14. “Maine” by J.
Courtney Sullivan
(Vintage)

15. “The Sense of an
Ending” by Julian Barnes
(Vintage)

USA Today
1. “Fifty Shades of Grey”

by E.L. James (Vintage)
2. “Fifty Shades Darker”

by E.L. James (Vintage)
3. “Fifty Shades Freed”

by E.L. James (Vintage)
4. “Mockingjay” by

Suzanne Collins
(Scholastic Press)

5. “Catching Fire” by
Suzanne Collins
(Scholastic Press)

6. “The Hunger Games”
by Suzanne Collins

(Scholastic Press)
7. “Wicked Business” by

Janet Evanovich (Bantam)
8. “Fifty Shades Trilogy

Bundle” by E.L. James
(Vintage)

9. “Gone Girl” by Gillian
Flynn (Crown)

10. “Bared to You: A
Crossfire Novel” by Sylvia
Day (Berkley)

11. “Abraham Lincoln:
Vampire Hunter” by Seth
Grahame-Smith (Grand
Central Publishing)

12. “Afraid to Die” by
Lisa Jackson (Zebra)

13. “A Game of Thrones”
by George R.R. Martin
(Bantam)

14. “The Marriage
Bargain” by Jennifer
Probst (Indulgence)

15. “Cowards” by Glenn
Beck (Threshold Editions)

16. “11th Hour” by
James Patterson & Maxine
Paetro (Little, Brown)

17. “Dork Diaries: Tales
from a Not-So-Graceful
Ice Princess” by Rachel
Renee Russell (Aladdin)

18. “The Amateur” by
Edward Klein (Regenry
Publishing)

19. “The Lucky One” by
Nicholas Sparks (Grand
Central Publishing)

BOOKS
BEST-SELLERS
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Special to the News-Sun
SEBRING – The Wells

Fargo Foundation has pre-
sented the Sebring Police
Department with a check in
the amount of $1,000 for its
Police K-9 Program. Over
the years, the SPD has pro-
vided numerous crime pre-
vention and community sup-
port programs to citizen
groups and business organi-
zations through its communi-
ty-supported K-9 Team.

As you may recall, the
Sebring Police Department
established this important
crime-fighting initiative back
in 1999 through the financial
support of many generous
contributors. The K-9
Program continues today in
exactly the same way it did
nearly 15 years ago ...
through hard work and com-

munity support, explained
Chief Tom Dettman. 

The Sebring Police
Department’s K-9 Program
does not depend on any tax
dollars to operate. It totally
exists on the support it
receives from hundreds of
generous citizens, support
groups, and businesses like
Wells Fargo Bank. 

Debbie Ramey, the Wells
Fargo Fairmount branch
manager, contacted Dettman
to invite him and his agency
to participate in their
Community Partner
Program. Wells Fargo’s mis-
sion is to build strong and
vibrant communities,
improve the quality of life,
and make a positive differ-
ence. 

Wells Fargo cited the
Sebring Police Department

as an organization that is
vital in accomplishing these
goals and many others. 

On behalf of the citizens
of the city of Sebring and
the staff of the Sebring
Police Department, Dettman
would like to take this
opportunity to formally
thank Wells Fargo Bank for
its generous gift.

If you want to contribute
to the continuing success of
this program, please forward
your donation payable to the
“City of Sebring, Police
Department K-9 Fund”. Mail
a check to 307 N.
Ridgewood Drive, Sebring,
FL 33870, or visit for a tour
of the historic headquarters,
which currently has on dis-
play a special “Centennial
Collection” to commemorate
the city’s 100th Anniversary.

Wells Fargo donates to
SPD K-9 program

Courtesy photo
Present to accept the Wells Fargo donation is (from left) Debbie Ramey, Chief Tom
Dettman, J.R and Officer John Garrison, and Mayor George Hensley.

Special to the News-Sun
SEBRING – The Sebring

Community Redevelopment
Agency (CRA) is success-
fully bringing new business-
es into the Downtown
Sebring area. Since 2010,
15 new businesses have
opened in downtown.

Only four businesses did
not re-new their licenses
during that time, and 35
renewed and remain in
downtown. 

In the past two years,
through the CRA’s
Downtown Sebring
Business Recruitment and
Retention Committee, busi-
ness incentive programs
have been developed includ-

ing a Restaurant Incentive
Program and a Downtown
Advantage Program making
funds available for qualified
new businesses locating or
re-locating into the CRA
District, which encompasses
a total of 650 acres. 

In addition, a Business
Recruitment Packet and a
Business Recruitment
Brochure have been devel-
oped and are being distrib-
uted.

The CRA also hosted a
Commercial Caravan taking
local realtors to see avail-
able Downtown Sebring
space for sale and lease.

“We are aggressively
marketing the downtown

district and are pleased to
see the positive results to
date,” said Robin Hinote,
CRA acting executive direc-
tor. 

“Although we still have
empty spaces to fill with
restaurants, retail and pro-
fessional space, we are on
our way to creating the
vibrant downtown outlined
in our Redevelopment Plan.”

Anyone interested in
learning more about the
CRA’s financial incentives
are encouraged to contact
the CRA office at 471-
5104.

For more, visit
www.DowntownSebring.org

Downtown Sebring has added
15 businesses in two years

Their names may sound
funny but their financial
consequences are not:
“Phishing,” “smishing,”
“vishing” and “pharming”
are just a few of the ways
criminals gain access to
personal information via
your computer or smart-
phone. If you’re not careful,
identity thieves can use har-
vested information to open
fraudulent bank or credit
card accounts, take out
loans, rent apartments or
even charge medical proce-
dures to your insurance
plan.

Unfortunately, every time
the authorities plug one
hole, crafty criminals figure

out new ways to trick
unsuspecting victims. Here
are some identity theft
scams to watch out for:

Phishing: This is where
you receive an email, pur-
portedly from a trusted

source like a government
agency, bank or retailer that
asks you to supply or con-
firm account information,
log-in IDs or passwords.
These imposters are “fish-
ing” for your personal
information. Legitimate
organizations never ask you
to verify sensitive informa-
tion through a non-secure
means like email. 

Smishing (for “Short
Message Service”): Like
phishing, only it uses text
messages sent to your cell-
phone. Even if you don’t
share any information, just
by responding you’re veri-

How to catch a ‘phish’

Personal
Finance

Jason Alderman

See HOW, page 2C
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fying that your phone num-
ber is valid, which means it
probably will be sold to oth-
ers who will try to trick you
into their own scams.

Vishing (voice phishing):
Where live or automated
callers direct you to call
your bank or credit card
issuer under the pretext of
clearing up a problem (like
theft or overdrawn
accounts). You’ll be asked to
share personal or account
information. Keep a list of
toll-free service numbers for
all companies you use so
you can call them directly
without fearing you’ve been
given bogus information. I
also program these numbers
– but not account numbers –
into my cell phone in case
I’m traveling.

Pharming: Where hackers
redirect you from a legiti-
mate website to an impostor
site where your personal
information is harvested
(”farmed”). Social network-
ing sites like Facebook and
Twitter increasingly are
being targeted, so always be
wary of opening any links –

even from trusted friends –
because their account may
have been hacked.

A few tips for spotting
risky emails and texts:

— Although the “From”
line may appear to be from a
valid company email
address, that’s easy for
fraudsters to mimic (called
“spoofing”).

— Beware of subject lines
and body copy that use omi-
nous or threatening language
(e.g., “Your credit card has
been suspended”).

— Lack of a personalized
salutation or closing details
(e.g., “Dear Valued
Customer”).

— Watch for typos, poor
grammar, punctuation, capi-
talization consistency and
other warning signs it’s not
legitimate. 

— Scroll your mouse over
any embedded links before
clicking to check for suspi-
cious domain endings like
“.be.”

— Verify that an alert or
request for information is
legitimate by looking up the
company’s phone number
and calling it yourself.

— Make sure your anti-
virus and anti-spyware soft-
ware is current.

For more tips protecting
personal and account infor-
mation and preventing online
fraud, visit:

— The National Cyber
Security Alliance’s
www.staysafeonline.org. 

— The FBI’s Be Crime
Smart page, which highlights
the latest scams and tells you
how to report crime and
fraud (www.fbi.gov/scams-
safety). 

— Visa Inc. offers
VisaSecuritySense.com,
which features tips on pre-
venting fraud online, when
traveling, at retail establish-
ments and ATMs, deceptive
marketing practices, and
more.

And finally, don’t forget
good-old-fashioned pick-
pocketing, mail theft and
dumpster diving as ways
people may try to steal your
personal information. 

Jason Alderman directs Visa’s
financial education programs.
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Special to the News-Sun
SEBRING – ERA

Advantage Realty recently
announced the addition of
Fred Wooton to its team of
real estate sales profession-
als serving consumers in
the Highlands County area.

Wooton was born in
Hazard, Ky. and was raised
in Ohio. 

After serving 23 years in
the U.S. Army, Wooton
retired from the service in
1990 and went to work for
the Xerox Corporation. 

Upon his retirement from
the Xerox Corporation,
Wooton moved to Florida in
2007.

“We’re thrilled to have
Fred Wooton join our pro-

fessional team of realtors at
ERA Advantage Realty. His
allegiance and proficiency
is sure to be an asset to our
office’s full real estate serv-
ices,” Broker-owner Greg
Karlson said.

With Wooton’s commit-
ment, combined with ERA's
Global exposure and excep-
tional services, buyers and
sellers are sure to be
pleased with his outstand-
ing results. 

Contact Wooton by call-
ing ERA Advantage Realty
at 386-1111; his mobile
number is 446-0399. Email
him at
wootonf@yahoo.com, or
stop by and visit the office
at 743 U.S. 27 South.

Wooton joins
ERA Advantage

Realty staff

Special to the News-Sun
SEBRING — CJ Hamel

has been recognized by
Re/Max International as
being in the top 100 highest
producers for January
through March 2012 and in
the top 50 for highest earn-
ings for closed transactions
for the month of May put-
ting Sebring on the
International map.

According to the
Heartland Association of
Realtors statistics, Hamel is
ranked as the No. 1 Realtor
in Highlands County for the
highest volume of closed
residential sales for 2011.

She currently exceeds
this year with more than
$5.5 million in closed trans-
actions through June 2012.

Hamel began her real
estate career in Asheville,
N.C. in 1999 with
Prudential Asheville Realty
and enjoyed immediate suc-
cess in the business.

She relocated to Sebring
from Palm Beach County in
2004 where she received

her Florida license and
joined Re/Max Realty Plus
of Sebring.

Hamel has consistently
been in the top 1 percent of
residential Realtors for both
listing and selling homes in
our county.

Hamel has been featured
in Florida Realtor maga-
zine, she has been voted by
her peers as Realtor of the
Year in 2009 and has been
inducted into the Re/Max
Hall of Fame in five short
years, an award held by
only 16 percent of Re/Max
Realtors worldwide for
above average performance.

She continually strives to
further her real estate edu-
cation and holds the desig-
nation of SFR (short sale,
foreclosure and REO),
CDPE (certified distressed
property expert) and CRS
(certified residential spe-
cialist).

Reach her at
CJ@CJHamel.com or by
calling (863) 664-0125.

Hamel honored
for being in top
100 for Re/Max

Special to the News-Sun
Florida Hospital Heartland

Medical Centers in Sebring and
Lake Placid were honored with an
“A” Hospital Safety Score by The
Leapfrog Group, an independent
national nonprofit run by employers
and other large purchasers of health
benefits. The Hospital Safety Score
was calculated under the guidance
of The Leapfrog Group’s Blue
Ribbon Expert Panel using publicly
available data on patient injuries,
medical and medication errors, and
infections. U.S. hospitals were

assigned an A, B, C, D, or F for
their safety.

“At Florida Hospital Heartland
Medical Center patients come first,”
said Florida Hospital President &
CEO Tim Cook. “Our staff mem-
bers are a dedicated group of
healthcare professionals, joined
together by a shared set of values
that are committed to deliver con-
sistently high standards of quality,
patient safety, and patient satisfac-
tion. Hats off to our staff.”

“It’s The Leapfrog Group’s goal
to give patients the information they

need and deserve before even enter-
ing a hospital,” said Leah Binder,
president and CEO of The Leapfrog
Group. “We congratulate the hospi-
tals that earned an ‘A’ and we look
forward to the day when all hospi-
tals in the U.S. will earn the highest
scores for putting patient safety
first.”

The Leapfrog Group is a national
organization using the collective
leverage of large purchasers of
healthcare to initiate breakthrough
improvements in the safety, quality,
and affordability of healthcare for

Americans. To see Florida Hospital
Heartland Medical Center’s scores
as they compare nationally and
locally, visit www.hospitalsafe-
tyscore.org, the Hospital Safety
Score website. 

Calculated under the guidance of
The Leapfrog Group’s nine-member
Blue Ribbon Expert Panel, the
Hospital Safety Score uses 26 meas-
ures of publicly available hospital
safety data to produce a single score
representing a hospital’s overall
capacity to keep patients safe from
infections, injuries, and medical

and medication errors. The panel

includes: John Birkmeyer

(University of Michigan), Ashish

Jha (Harvard University), Lucian

Leape (Harvard University), Arnold

Millstein (Stanford University),

Peter Pronovost (Johns Hopkins

University), Patrick Romano

(University of California, Davis),

Sara Singer (Harvard University),

Tim Vogus (Vanderbilt University),

and Robert Wachter (University of

California, San Francisco).

Florida Hospital awarded an ‘A’ Hospital Safety Score

Read the news online at www.newssun.com

Associated Press
WASHINGTON — The House on

Friday overwhelmingly passed legisla-
tion to salvage 2.8 million jobs, mostly
in construction, and forestall a sharp
increase in interest rates on college
loans.

The measure cleared the House on a
373-52 vote and Senate approval was
expected shortly. The compromise leg-
islation came as lawmakers scurried
toward a Fourth of July recess. The bill
also aims at shoring up the federal
flood insurance program.

The bill would spend more than $100
billion on highway and transit pro-
grams over two years. And it would
also prevent a doubling of interest rates
on new student loans, which was sched-
uled to go into effect Sunday.

A deal clearing the way for passage
of the bill was reached after
Republicans gave up their demands that
the bill require approval of the con-
tentious Keystone XL pipeline and
Democrats gave way on environment
protections.

The development came amid a leg-

islative session that has brought consid-
erable scorn to the institution as a “do-
nothing” Congress.

The burst of legislating comes just
four months before the November elec-
tions, giving lawmakers achievements
to show off to voters who have increas-
ingly held Congress in low esteem.

“It’s a jobs bill,” said Sen. Barbara
Boxer, D-Calif., who led Senate negoti-
ations on the transportation portion of
the package. She estimated the bill
would save about 1.8 million jobs by
keeping aid for highway and transit
construction flowing to states and cre-
ate another 1 million jobs by using fed-
eral loan guarantees to leverage private
sector investment in infrastructure proj-
ects.

Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., didn’t
wait for final passage of the measure to
claim credit for a share of those jobs. A
statement issued Thursday by his office
touted the $400 million in transporta-
tion aid Montana would receive and the
13,500 highway jobs in his state the
money would support.

“I worked hard to make sure

Montana had a seat at the table and I’m
proud that we were able to get the job
done for Montana families,” Baucus
said.

In the bargaining that led up to an
agreement on the package earlier this
week, House Republicans gave up their
demands that the bill require approval
of the contentious Keystone XL oil
pipeline and block federal regulation of
toxic waste generated by coal-fired
power plants. Democrats gave ground
on environmental protections and bik-
ing, pedestrian and safety programs.

“Critical reforms in this legislation
consolidate our transportation pro-
grams, significantly streamline the
bureaucratic project process, encourage
private sector participation in building
infrastructure and give states more flex-
ibility to spend limited highway ...
resources where they are most needed,”
said Rep. John Mica, R-Fla., chairman
of the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee.

The bill consolidates transportation
programs and reduces the number of
programs by two-thirds.

How to spot electronic scams

House passes student
loans, highway jobs bill

MCT
Legislation passed Friday by the House on Friday will save 2.8 million jobs, mostly in road construction.
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Associated Press
TRENTON, N.J. — The

Supreme Court’s decision
Thursday to uphold
President Barack Obama’s
historic health care overhaul
is expected to benefit nearly
every corner of the health
care industry by making cov-
erage more affordable for
millions of Americans. But
it’s not a slam dunk. 

Hospitals, drugmakers and
biotech companies are
expected to be flush with
new customers because of
the law’s requirement that
most Americans have insur-
ance by 2014 or pay a fine.
Insurers also are expected to
experience a boon, but
they’ll also face a new round
of fees and restrictions. It’s
unclear if medical device
makers will get the same
jump in business, and they’ll
be paying new taxes. 

Meanwhile, the law is
expected to boost health care
stocks both by increasing
access to — and use of —
health care. On Thursday,
shares of hospitals and some
insurers rose following the
ruling. Shares of the largest
U.S. drug companies were
mixed, while shares of med-
ical device makers dipped
slightly with the broader
market. 

But the health industry —
and company stocks — still
face uncertainty, at least
until the November’s presi-
dential election. Republicans
want to scrap the law. And
health care companies
oppose some aspects of it.

Some companies and
industry trade groups issued
statements Thursday that
said while they respect the
court’s decision, they plan to
work with the White House
and Congress to change or
eliminate provisions that
they consider bad for their
businesses, patients or both.

One of them, French drug-
maker Sanofi SA, has exten-
sive operations in the U.S.
The company, which makes
the popular blood thinner
Plavix, put out a statement
Thursday that it recognizes
“the conversations around
the direction of health care
in America will continue.”

Here’s the potential
impact from Thursday’s rul-
ing on major sectors of the
health care industry:

Hospitals

Some 30 million or more
Americans are expected to
get health coverage when the
so-called individual mandate
that requires nearly everyone
to have coverage takes
effect.

That should reduce the
number of uninsured patients
showing up at hospitals
needing urgent care. Such
charity care has been a drag
on hospitals, totaling about
$39 billion in 2010. Federal
payments to hospitals to off-
set some charity care costs
likely will be reduced as
more people are insured.

But hospitals will benefit
from those who are newly

insured. Those people are
expected to seek more tests
and nonemergency treat-
ments at hospitals, including
for chronic health conditions
such as diabetes, boosting
hospital patient volume. 

“Hospitals may be the
biggest beneficiary because
their biggest problem is peo-
ple without insurance,” said
Les Funtleyder, health care
fund manager at Poliwogg, a
private equity fund for small
investors. 

But there are downsides
for the sector. Roughly half
the patients gaining insur-
ance will be covered by
Medicaid, the federal-state
program for poor and dis-
abled people. Like Medicare,
it reimburses hospitals less
than care actually costs —
and less than private insur-
ers. In addition, hospitals
will get smaller annual
increases in Medicare pay-
ment rates under the law.

Still, President Rich
Umbdenstock, president of
the American Hospital
Association trade group, said
getting 90 cents for each
dollar of care provided to a
Medicare patient is much
better than getting govern-
ment payments that cover
part of the cost of charity
care for the uninsured. 

Even so, he said: “This is
not a windfall for anybody.”

Hospitals also face other
challenges. The government
and private insurers will
demand better outcomes, not
just more care. In order to
achieve that, hospitals will
be forced to make improve-
ments. And technology shifts
such as adopting electronic
health records won’t come
cheap.

“There are a lot of vari-
ables to be worked out,” said
UBS health care services
analyst A.J. Rice. But “the
net effect should be posi-
tive.”

Drugmakers

For drugmakers, the law
may be a wash.

The law — which the
industry strongly supported
— didn’t carry significant
reductions in what govern-

ment programs pay for medi-
cines. That’s a big positive
given that drug prices are
much higher in the U.S. than
other countries and are a
perennial target of industry
critics and anyone looking
for places to cut medical
costs.

Biotech and traditional
drugmakers likewise already
are absorbing the costs of
the health care law. Those
include industry fees totaling
about $85 billion over 10
years. Each company pays
according to its market share
of government health pro-
grams

In addition, drugmakers
have to give increasing dis-
counts to seniors on
Medicare when they hit the
“doughnut hole” coverage
gap each year, and must pay
much-higher rebates to the
government on drugs bought
through Medicaid.  

Major drugmakers last
year each reported higher
costs and lower revenues
totalling roughly $500 mil-
lion from the fees, rebates
and discounts combined.

All those costs from the
overhaul are reflected in
drugmakers’ share prices and
financial forecasts, said UBS
drug analyst Matthew
Roden. 

He said the companies
likely will get a boost in
drug revenue from new
patients starting in 2014, but
not a huge one. That’s
because patients needing the
most-expensive drugs, for
cancer and rare disorders,
aren’t going without now.
They generally are getting
them through government or
industry patient assistance
programs.

Insurers

Insurers will likely add
millions of new customers
because of the individual
mandate. They’ll also benefit
from tax credits that will
help middle-class people buy
individual policies through
new insurance exchanges
that are like online market-
places and expansion of the
state-federal Medicaid pro-
gram to cover more poor

people. 
But health insurers will

face restrictions and hefty
fees. They’ll pay annual fees
starting in 2014, totaling $8
billion that year and rising
after that. 

The law also restricts how
much insurers can vary their
pricing based on things like
age and health. It also will
require them to cover every-
one who applies starting in
2014, even those already
sick with expensive condi-
tions such as diabetes.
Additionally, the law
requires insurers to spend
most of the premiums they
collect on care or pay
rebates to customers.

Insurers that rely heavily
on providing plans for indi-
viduals and small businesses
will see their profit margins
squeezed the most by the
coverage limitations and pre-
mium spending rules. 

On the other hand,

providers of Medicaid cover-
age will benefit the most
because the law preserves
that program’s expansion.
And analysts say the ruling
won’t have much of an
impact on companies that
have diverse sources of rev-
enue like UnitedHealth
Group Inc., the country’s
largest insurer.

Citi analyst Carl
McDonald said insurers face
considerable risks that they
will get mostly sick people
signing up for coverage in
the online health insurance
exchanges that begin in a
couple years, because the
penalty for not signing up is
only a $95 tax, at least ini-
tially.

Michael McCallister, CEO
of Humana Inc., the fifth-
largest health insurer, said
now that the law has been
upheld, he wants to focus on
improving it  “to provide
some relief from the sticker

shock that’s going to come
with a lot of the things that
happen in 2014.”

Those include what he
calls unfair taxes on insur-
ance premiums. He also said
younger, healthier Americans
might be hit with higher pre-
miums because insurers will
likely look to make up for
the fact that they can no
longer charge older, sicker
customers more.

Medical device
makers

For medical device mak-
ers, the bad news is that
they’ll have to start paying a
2.3 percent tax beginning in
January on sales of devices
such as pacemakers and CT
scan machines. But it’s
unclear whether increased
sales down the road will off-
set that tax.

Funtleyder, the health care
fund manager, doesn’t fore-
see a big jump in device
sales: “People who need a
pacemaker already were get-
ting one.”

But Leerink Swann ana-
lyst Richard Newitter wrote
that he expects more doctor
visits and hospital proce-
dures to increase sales of
devices.

Either way, one trade
group for the industry, the
Medical Device
Manufacturers Association,
said that Congress and the
president must repeal the
tax, arguing it would make it
harder for companies to
develop innovative new
devices.

“It is clear that this mis-
guided policy has already
led to job losses and cuts to
research and development,”
Mark Leahey, the group’s
president, said in a state-
ment.
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High court ruling benefits most health care firms

MCT
Hospitals, insurers, medical device makers and drugmakers will benefit from the Supreme Court’s ruling on ‘Obamacare.’
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.:  282009CA000553A000XX

SEC.: Civil
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR GSAA HOME
EQUITY TRUST 2006-15, ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-15,
Plaintiff,
v.
ADRIAN SIMON; MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., AS
NOMINEE FOR SOUTHSTAR FUNDING, LLC;
AND UNKNOWN PERSON OF IN POSSESSION
OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY N/K/A TAMMY
SIMON.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Or-

der of Final Summary Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated June 25, 2012, entered in Civil Case No.
282009CA000553A000XX of the Circuit Court of 
the Tenth Judicial Circuit in and for Highlands 
County, Florida, wherein the Clerk of the Circuit
Court will sell to the highest bidder for cash on 
24th day of July, 2012, at 11:00 a.m. in the Jury 
Assembly Room, Courthouse Basement, 430 
South Commerce Avenue, Sebring, Florida 
33870, relative to the following described prop-
erty as set forth in the Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 2, BLOCK P, SUN 'N LAKES ESTATES SEC-
TION 3, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 8, PAGE 31, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, other than the property 
owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file 
a claim within 60 days after the sale.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this pro-
ceeding, you are entitled at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please contact:

Office of the Court Administrator Phone: 
(863) 534-4686

TDD:  (863) 534-7777
or (800) 955-8770 (Florida Relay Service), as 
much in advance of your court appearance or visit
to the courthouse as possible. Please be prepared
to explain your functional limitations and suggest 
an auxiliary aid of service that you believe will en-
able you to effectively participate in the court pro-
gram or service.

DATED AT SEBRING, FLORIDA THIS 25TH DAY
OF JUNE, 2012.

By:  /s/  Priscilla Michalak
Deputy Clerk

ROBERT W. GERMAINE
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.:  09001838GCS

SEC.: Civil
BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, LP, FKA
COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, LP
Plaintiff,
v.
SARAH E. GAGNON; JOSEPH GAGNON A/K/A
JOSEPH R. GAGNON; ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN 
PARTIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER, AND 
AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL DE-
FENDANT(S) WHO AR NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD
OR ALIVE, WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES 
MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER CLAIMANTS.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Or-

der to Reschedule Foreclosure Sale dated June 5, 
2012, entered in Civil Case No. 09001838GCS of 
the Circuit Court of the Tenth Judicial Circuit in 
and for Highlands County, Florida, wherein the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court will sell to the highest 
bidder for cash on 24th day of July, 2012, at 
11:00 a.m. in the Jury Assembly Room, Court-
house Basement, 430 South Commerce Avenue, 
Sebring, Florida 33870, relative to the following 
described property as set forth in the Final Judg-
ment, to wit:
LOT 10376 AND LOT 10377, AVON PARK LAKES, 
UNIT NO. 32, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT BOOK 5, 
PAGE 34, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF HIGH-
LANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, other than the property 
owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file 
a claim within 60 days after the sale.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this pro-
ceeding, you are entitled at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please contact:

Office of the Court Administrator Phone: 
(863) 534-4686

TDD:  (863) 534-7777
or (800) 955-8770 (Florida Relay Service), as 
much in advance of your court appearance or visit
to the courthouse as possible. Please be prepared
to explain your functional limitations and suggest 
an auxiliary aid of service that you believe will en-
able you to effectively participate in the court pro-
gram or service.

DATED AT SEBRING, FLORIDA THIS 6TH DAY
OF JUNE, 2012.

By:  /s/  Priscilla Michalak
ROBERT W. GERMAINE

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDAIN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2009-CA-001673
BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P. f/k/a
COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P.
Plaintiff,
vs.
CARMEN GALLARDO; MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INCORPORATED AS 
NOMINEE FOR FIRST MAGNUS FINANCIAL COR-
PORATION; LAWRENCE DEAN MORRIS A/K/A 
LAWRENCE D. MORRIS A/K/A LAWRENCE MOR-
RIS
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Or-

der of Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated May 
31, 2012 entered in Civil Case No. 
2009-CA-001673 of  the Circuit Court of the 10th 
Judicial Circuit in and for Highlands  County, Flor-
ida, wherein BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P. 
f/k/a COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, 
L.P., Plaintiff and CARMEN GALLARDO are defen-
dant(s), I will sell to the highest and  best bidder 
for cash, AT THE JURY ASSEMBLY ROOM IN THE 
BASEMENT OF THE  HIGHLANDS COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT 430 SOUTH COM-
MERCE AVENUE,  SEBRING, FLORIDA AT 11:00 
A.M., July 18, 2012, the following described 
property as set forth in said Final Judgment, 
to-wit:

LOT 59, IN BLOCK 5, OF ERIN PARK, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 5, AT PAGE 77, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY  PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE 
SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER  THAN 
THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE 
LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A  CLAIM WITHIN 60 
DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this pro-
ceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please contact 
Court Administration at 430 S.Commerce Avenue, 
Sebring, Florida 33870, telephone 
(863)534-4690, within two (2) working days of 
receipt of this Notice; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call 1-800-955-8771.

ROBERT W. GERMAINE
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Highlands County, Florida
By: /s/ Priscilla Michalak

Deputy Clerk of Court
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & GACHE', LLP
4630 Woodland Corporate Blvd.
Suite 100
Tampa, FL 33614
(813)880-8888
(813)880-8800

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2010-CA-000770

BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P. f/k/a
COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P.
Plaintiff,
vs.
WALTER K. McGRATH; MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR 
COUNTRYWIDE BANK, FSB; THE BLUFFS OF SE-
BRING CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Or-

der of Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated May 
31, 2012 entered in Civil Case No. 
2010-CA-000770 of  the Circuit Court of the 10th 
Judicial Circuit in and for Highlands  County, Flor-
ida, wherein BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P. 
f/k/a COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, 
L.P., Plaintiff and WALTER K. McGRATH are de-
fendant(s), I will sell to the highest and  best bid-
der for cash, AT THE JURY ASSEMBLY ROOM IN 
THE BASEMENT OF THE  HIGHLANDS COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT 430 SOUTH COM-
MERCE AVENUE,  SEBRING, FLORIDA AT 11:00 
A.M., July 18, 2012, the following described 
property as set forth in said Final Judgment, 
to-wit:

UNIT J-5, THE BLUFFS OF SEBRING CONDO-
MINIUM, PHASE 9, ACCORDING TO THE DECLA-
RATION OF CONDOMINIUM, AS RECORDED IN 
OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 849, PAGE 363, AND 
AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 883, 
PAGE 323, AND AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS 
BOOK 916, PAGE 579, AND AMENDED IN OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS BOOK 916, PAGE 581, AND 
AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 934, 
PAGE 293, AND AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS 
BOOK 934, PAGE 738, AND AMENDED IN OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS BOOK 952, PAGE 222, AND 
AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 952; 
PAGE 229, AND AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS 
BOOK 958, PAGE 456, AND AMENDED IN OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS BOOK 967, PAGE 486, AND 
AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 972, 
PAGE 99, AND AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS 
BOOK 973, PAGE 510, AND AMENDED IN OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS BOOK 985, PAGE 34, AND 
AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 990, 
PAGE 309, AND AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS 
BOOK 1028, PAGE 272, AND AMENDED IN OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS BOOK 1130, PAGE 1768, AND 
AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 1209, 
PAGE 412, AND AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS 
BOOK 1213, PAGE 52, AND AMENDED IN OFFI-
CIAL RECORDS BOOK 1281, PAGE 64, AND 
AMENDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 1398, 
PAGE 1158, AND BEING A PART OF LAKE SE-
BRING TRACTS, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 
146, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY  PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE 
SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER  THAN 
THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE 
LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A  CLAIM WITHIN 60 
DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this pro-
ceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please contact 
Court Administration at 430 S.Commerce Avenue, 
Sebring, Florida 33870, telephone 
(863)534-4690, within two (2) working days of 
receipt of this Notice; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call 1-800-955-8771.

ROBERT W. GERMAINE
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Highlands County, Florida
By: /s/ Priscilla Michalak

Deputy Clerk of Court
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & GACHE', LLP
4630 Woodland Corporate Blvd.
Suite 100
Tampa, FL 33614
(813)880-8888
(813)880-8800

June 24; July 1, 2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2009-CA-001003

BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P. f/k/a
COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P.
Plaintiff,
vs.
JOHN E. McCLELLAN; UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA; ARROW FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC; UN-
KNOWN PARTIES IN POSSESSION #1; IF LIVING, 
AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER AND AGAINST THE ABOVE 
NAMED DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN 
TO DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN 
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUSE, 
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER CLAIM-
ANTS
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Or-

der of Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated May 
31, 2012 entered in Civil Case No. 
2009-CA-001003 of  the Circuit Court of the 10th 
Judicial Circuit in and for Highlands  County, Flor-
ida, wherein BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P. 
f/k/a COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, 
L.P., Plaintiff and JOHN E. McCLELLAN are defen-
dant(s), I will sell to the highest and  best bidder 
for cash, AT THE JURY ASSEMBLY ROOM IN THE 
BASEMENT OF THE  HIGHLANDS COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT 430 SOUTH COM-
MERCE AVENUE,  SEBRING, FLORIDA AT 11:00 
A.M., July 18, 2012, the following described 
property as set forth in said Final Judgment, 
to-wit:
THE SOUTH 140 FEET OF THE EAST 105 FEET 
OF THE WEST 135 FEET OF SOUTH HALF OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 9, TOWNSHIP 33 SOUTH, 
RANGE 28 EAST, HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY  PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE 
SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER  THAN 
THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE 
LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A  CLAIM WITHIN 60 

Insight Auctioneers 5000 State Rd 66, Sebring FL 
33875 SURPLUS AUCTION – Vehicle, Equip, Misc 
Including: School Board of Highlands County, 
School Board of Hendry County, City of Avon Park, 
City of Sebring, City of Bartow Saturday, July 14th 
at 9:00am

July 1, 8, 13, 2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.: 28-2010-CA-001373
CENTRAL MORTGAGE COMPANY,
Plaintiff,
vs.
ANA L. BAEZ A/K/A ANA BAEZ, et al,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF RESCHEDULED FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  pursuant to an Or-

der Rescheduling Foreclosure Sale dated June 15, 
2012 and entered in Case No. 
28-2010-CA-001373 of the Circuit Court of the 
TENTH Judicial Circuit in and for HIGHLANDS 
County, Florida wherein CENTRAL MORTGAGE 
COMPANY is the Plaintiff and ANA L. BAEZ A/K/A 
ANA BAEZ; MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRA-
TION SYSTEMS INCORPORATED AS NOMINEE 
FOR CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES LLC; 
SUNSET POINTE ON DINNER LAKE OWNERS' AS-
SOCIATION, INC.; are the Defendants, The Clerk 
of the Court will sell to the highest and best bidder 
for cash at JURY ASSEMBLY ROOM IN THE BASE-
MENT OF THE HIGHLANDS COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, 430 SOUTH COMMERCE AVENUE at 
11:00 AM, on the 17th day of July, 2012, the fol-
lowing described property as set forth in said Final 
Judgment:

LOT FORTY, OF SUNSET POINTE ON DINNER 
LAKE, A SUBDIVISION AS PER PLAT RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 16, PAGE 55, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA.

A/K/A 3038 CEDORA TERRACE, SEBRING, FL 
33870

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, other than the property 
owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file 
a claim within sixty (60) days after the sale

WITNESS MY HAND and the seal of the Court 
on June 19, 2012.

ROBERT W. GERMAINE
Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: /s/ Priscilla Michalak

Deputy Clerk
Florida Default Law Group, P.L.
P.O. Box 25018
Tampa, Florida 33622-5018
F10099332 
CENTRAL-CONV-R-UNASSIGNED-Team 4
**See Americans with Disabilities Act
In accordance with the Americans Disabilities Act, 
persons with disabilities needing a special accom-
modation to participate in this proceeding should 
contact the individual or agency sending the no-
tice at Echevarria & Associates, P.A., P.O. Box 
25018, Tampa, FL 33622-5018, telephone (813) 
251-4766, not later than seven (7) days prior to 
the proceeding. If hearing impaired, (TDD) 
1-800-955-8771, or voice (V) 1-800-955-8770, 
via Florida Relay Service.

June 24; July 1, 2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.: 28-2010-CA-000986
DIVISION:

THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON FKA THE 
BANK
OF NEW YORK AS TRUSTEE FOR THE
CERTIFICATEHOLDERS CWALT, INC.
ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2005-84 MORTGAGE
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2005-84,
Plaintiff,
vs.
LEE A. MARTIN, et al,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  pursuant to a Final 

Judgment of Mortgage Foreclosure dated Febru-
ary 22, 2012 and entered in Case No. 
28-2010-CA-000986 of the Circuit Court of the 
TENTH Judicial Circuit in and for HIGHLANDS 
County, Florida wherein THE BANK OF NEW YORK 
MELLON FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK AS TRUS-
TEE FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS CWALT, INC. 
ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2005-84 MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2005-84, is the Plaintiff and LEE A. MARTIN; RE-
GIONS BANK D/B/A AMSOUTH BANK; are the De-
fendants, The Clerk of the Court will sell to the 
highest and best bidder for cash at JURY ASSEM-
BLY ROOM IN THE BASEMENT OF THE HIGH-
LANDS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 430 SOUTH 
COMMERCE AVENUE at 11:00 AM, on the 24th 
day of July, 2012, the following described prop-
erty as set forth in said Final Judgment:

LOT 8, BLOCK 2, ORANGE BLOSSOM ES-
TATES, UNIT 9, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 7, PAGE 
50, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF HIGHLANDS 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

A/K/A 4242 LOQUAT ROAD, SEBRING, FL 
33875

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, other than the property 
owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file 
a claim within sixty (60) days after the sale

WITNESS MY HAND and the seal of the Court 
on June 22, 2012.

ROBERT W. GERMAINE
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: /s/  Toni Kopp
Deputy Clerk

Ronald R Wolfe & Associates, P.L.
P.O. Box 25018
Tampa, Florida 33622-5018
F09108475 COUNTRY-CONV B/C--Team 2 - 
F09108475
**See Americans with Disabilities Act
In accordance with the Americans Disabilities Act, 
persons with disabilities needing a special accom-
modation to participate in this proceeding should 
contact the individual or agency sending the no-
tice at Echevarria & Associates, P.A., P.O. Box 
25018, Tampa, FL 33622-5018, telephone (813) 
251-4766, not later than seven (7) days prior to 
the proceeding. If hearing impaired, (TDD) 
1-800-955-8771, or voice (V) 1-800-955-8770, 
via Florida Relay Service.

July 1, 8, 2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO. PC 12-228

IN RE:  ESTATE OF
ALBERT DOYLE LAMB
Division PROBATE
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of ALBERT 

DOYLE LAMB, deceased, whose  date of death 
was March 15, 2012, and whose social security 
number is xxx-xx-2746, is pending in the Circuit 
Court for Highlands  County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is 430 S.  Commerce 
Avenue, Sebring, FL 33870. The names and ad-
dresses of the  personal representative and the 
personal representative's attorney are  set forth 
below.

All creditors of the decedent and other per-
sons having claims or  demands against dece-
dent's estate on whom a copy of this notice is  re-
quired to be served must file their claims with this 
court WITHIN THE  LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE  OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or  demands against dece-
dent's estate must file their claims with this court  
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PE-
RIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION  733.702 OF THE 
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO  (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S DATE 
OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this Notice is 
June 24, 2012.

Personal Representative:
/s/ Michael Curtis Lamb

57 N. Graham Road
Avon Park, Florida 33825

Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/  David F. Lanier
E-Mail Address:  lanier30@embarqmail.com
Florida Bar No. 045399
DAVID F. LANIER
P.O. Box 400
Avon Park, Florida 33826-0400
Telephone:  (863)453-4457
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.:  11-506-GCS

LEO H. CHRISTENSEN and CAROL A.
CHRISTENSEN, Husband and Wife,
Plaintiffs,
vs.
GEORGE B. BRYANT and CLARA J. BRYANT,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SUIT-PROPERTY
TO:  CLARA J. BRYANT, if alive and if not, her  un-
known spouse, heirs, devisees, grantees, credi-
tors, or other parties  claiming by, through, under 
or against CLARA J. BRYANT, and all claimants 
under any of such party;

3130 Pocatello, Avon Park, FL 33825.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to 

foreclose a mortgage on the following property in 
Highlands County, Florida:

Lot 11041, Lot 11042, and Lot 11043, of 
AVON PARK LAKES, UNIT No. 34, according to the 
plat thereof recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 38, of 
the Public Records of Highlands County, Florida.
has been filed against you and you are required to 
serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to 
James V. Lobozzo, Jr., Esquire, JAMES V. LO-
BOZZO, P.A., 211 South Ridgewood Drive, Se-
bring, FL 33870, the Plaintiff's attorney, and file 
the original with the Clerk of the above styled 
court on or before July 18, 2012; otherwise a de-
fault may be entered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said Court on 
the 20th day of June, 2012.

ROBERT W. GERMAINE
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

BY:  /s/  Priscilla Michalak
Deputy Clerk

In accordance with the Americans With Disabili-
ties Act, persons with disabilities needing a spe-
cial accomodation to participate in this proceeding 
should contact Court Administration at Highlands 
County Courthouse, 430 South Commerce Ave-
nue, Sebring, Florida 33870; telephone 
(863)402-6591, not later than seven (7) days 
prior to the proceeding. If hearing impaired, (TDD) 
1-800-955-8771, or Voice (V) 1-800-955-8770, 
via Florida Relay Service.

June 24; July 1, 2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO.: 2009-CA-000703
BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P. F/K/A COUN-
TRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P.
Plaintiff,
-vs.-
RACHEL WELLER; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF RA-
CHEL WELLER IF ANY; ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN 
PARTIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER, AND 
AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL DE-
FENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD 
OR ALIVE, WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES 
MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANTEES OR OTHER CLAIMANTS; 
JOHN DOE AND JANE DOE AS UNKNOWN TEN-
ANTS IN POSSESSION
Defendant(s).

AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE  IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Or-

der rescheduling foreclosure sale  dated June 19, 
2012 entered in Civil Case No. 2009-CA-000703 
of the  Circuit Court of the 10th Judicial Circuit in 
and for Highlands County,  Florida, wherein BAC 
HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P. F/K/A COUNTRY-
WIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING, L.P., Plaintiff and 
RACHEL WELLER are defendant(s), I will sell to 
the highest and best bidder for cash, AT THE 
JURY ASSEMBLY ROOM IN THE  BASEMENT OF 
THE HIGHLANDS COUNTY COURTHOUSE LO-
CATED AT 430 SOUTH  COMMERCE AVENUE, SE-
BRING, FLORIDA AT 11:00 A.M., July 17, 2012, 
the  following described property as set forth in 
said Final Judgment,  to-wit:
BEING KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS UNIT 14 IN 
AVALON PARK LAKES, A CONDOMINIUM, AC-
CORDING TO THE DECLARATION OF CONDOMIN-
IUM FOR AVON PARK LAKES, A CONDOMINIUM, 
RECORDED IN THE HIGHLANDS COUNTY CLERK'S 
REGISTER'S OFFICE IN DEED/RECORDED BOOK 
1781 PAGE 3, TOGETHER WITH AN UNDIVIDED 
INTEREST IN THE COMMON ELEMENTS APPUR-
TENANT THERETO
AS THE SAME MAY NOW OR HEREAFTER BE 
LAWFULLY AMENDED.
ANY  PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE 
SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER  THAN 
THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE 
LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A  CLAIM WITHIN 60 
DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
DATED at SEBRING, Florida, this 19th day of June, 
2012.

ROBERT W. GERMAINE
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Highlands County, Florida
By: /s/  Priscilla Michalak

Deputy Clerk
ROBERT W. GERMAINE

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
Highlands County, Florida

June 24; July 1, 2012
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DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this pro-
ceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please contact 
Court Administration at 430 S.Commerce Avenue, 
Sebring, Florida 33870, telephone 
(863)534-4690, within two (2) working days of 
receipt of this Notice; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call 1-800-955-8771.

ROBERT W. GERMAINE
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Highlands County, Florida
By: /s/ Priscilla Michalak

Deputy Clerk of Court
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & GACHE', LLP
4630 Woodland Corporate Blvd.
Suite 100
Tampa, FL 33614
(813)880-8888
(813)880-8800

June 24; July 1, 2012
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2009-CA-000641

JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION
Plaintiff,
vs.
RUSSELL ATTREE; SWAINE & HARRIS, P.A.; TRI-
ANGLE CHEMICAL COMPANY; UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA; SUNTRUST BANK
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Or-

der of Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated May 
31, 2012 entered in Civil Case No. 
2009-CA-000641 of  the Circuit Court of the 10th 
Judicial Circuit in and for Highlands  County, Flor-
ida, wherein JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, Plaintiff and RUSSELL AT-
TREE are defendant(s), I will sell to the highest 
and  best bidder for cash, AT THE JURY ASSEM-
BLY ROOM IN THE BASEMENT OF THE  HIGH-
LANDS COUNTY COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT 430 
SOUTH COMMERCE AVENUE,  SEBRING, FLORIDA 
AT 11:00 A.M., July 18, 2012, the following de-
scribed  property as set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to-wit:

THAT PORTION OF FRACTIONAL SECTION 7, 
TOWNSHIP 37 SOUTH, RANGE 30 EAST, IN HIGH-
LANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA, DESCRIBED AS:  BE-
GIN AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE CENTERLINE 
OF STATE ROAD 25 AND THE COUNTY ROAD 
KNOWN AS STATE JOB 09650-2151-03-41; RUN 
SOUTH 78 DEGREES 38'52'' WEST, ALONG THE 
CENTERLINE OF THE COUNTY ROAD, 518.88 
FEET TO A POINT OF CURVE, THE CURVE HAVING 
A RADIUS OF 2,864.79 FEET AND A CENTRAL 
ANGLE OF 8 DEGREES 13'50''; RUN WESTERLY 
ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF THE COUNTY ROAD 
ON THE ARC OF THE CURVE, A DISTANCE OF 
411.53 FEET TO A POINT OF TANGENCY; RUN 
SOUTH 70 DEGREES 26'02'' WEST, ALONG THE 
CENTERLINE OF THE COUNTY ROAD 70.01 FEET 
TO A POINT; RUN SOUTH 01 DEGREES 24'28'' 
EAST, 36.83 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF THE COUNTY 
ROAD, BEING THE POINT OF BEGINNING. THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 70 DEGREES 26'02'' WEST, ALONG 
THE RIGHT OF WAY LINE, 323.74 FEET; RUN 
SOUTH 30 DEGREES 35'32'' EAST, 410.42 FEET 
MORE OR LESS TO THE WATERS OF LAKE 
PLACID; THENCE MEANDER NORTH 63 DEGREES 
14'15'' EAST, ALONG THE WATERS OF LAKE 
PLACID, 93.97 FEET; THENCE MEANDER NORTH 
78 DEGREES 00'07'' EAST, ALONG THE WATERS 
OF LAKE PLACID, 86.52 FEET; THENCE NORTH 
09 DEGREES 17'36'' WEST, 61.22 FEET; RUN 
NORTH 31 DEGREES 41'09'' WEST, 104.42 
FEET; RUN NORTH 01 DEGREES 24'28'' WEST, 
253.32 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
ANY  PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE 
SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER  THAN 
THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE 
LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A  CLAIM WITHIN 60 
DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in this pro-
ceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please contact 
Court Administration at 430 S.Commerce Avenue, 
Sebring, Florida 33870, telephone 
(863)534-4690, within two (2) working days of 
receipt of this Notice; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call 1-800-955-8771.

ROBERT W. GERMAINE
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Highlands County, Florida
By: /s/ Priscilla Michalak

Deputy Clerk of Court
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & GACHE', LLP
4630 Woodland Corporate Blvd.
Suite 100
Tampa, FL 33614
(813)880-8888
(813)880-8800

June 24; July 1, 2012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OF FLORIDA, IN AND FOR HIGHLANDS COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION

Case No. 28-2012-CA-000259
CENLAR FSB
Plaintiff,
vs.
ROBERTO GARCIA, EUNICE G. GARCIA, et al.
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO:
EUNICE G. GARCIA
CURRENT RESIDENCE UNKNOWN
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS
449 MOUNTAINVIEW AVE APT B1
ORANGE, NJ 07050

You are notified that an action to foreclosure a 
mortgage on the following property in Highlands 
County, Florida:

LOT 368, SEBRING RIDGE, SECTION A, AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 7, PAGE 45, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA.
commonly known as 4729 TROUT AVE, SEBRING, 
FL 33870 has been filed against you and you are 
required to serve a copy of your written defenses, 
if any, to it on Paul M. Messina, Jr. of Kass 
Shuler,  P.A., plaintiff's attorney, whose address is 
P.O. Box 800, Tampa, Florida 33601, 
(813)229-0900, on or before July 31, 2012, (or 
30 days from the first date of publication, which-
ever is later) and file the original with the Clerk of 
this Court either before service on the Plaintiff's 
attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a 
default will be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint.

Dated:  June 22, 2012.
CLERK OF THE COURT

Honorable ROBERT W. GERMAINE
590 S. Commerce Avenue

Sebring, Florida 33870-3701
/s/  Priscilla Michalak

Deputy Clerk
(COURT SEAL)

July 1, 8, 2012

1050 Legals

CHECK 
YOUR 

AD 
Please check your ad on the first 
day it runs to make sure it is 
correct. Sometimes instructions
over the phone are
misunderstood and an error can
occur. If this happens to you,
please call us the first day 
your ad appears and we will be 
happy to fix it as soon as we
can. 

If We can assist you, 
please call us:

314-9876
News-Sun
Classified 

DUMMY 2012
SERVICE DIRECTORY
DUMMY
5X21.5
AD #
00015557
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FORD FOCUS SES 2009 69K mi. 
Mostly Hwy. from FT. Myers to Sebring. 
Daughters car when she was in Col-
lege. $12K. Call 863-214-0126

1999 TOYOTA CAMRY,  4 door,         
4 cylinders / economical, CD player, 

176K, cold A/C, all power, runs great,  
$2,499. SORRY SOLD!!!

9450 Automotive for Sale

FORD F-150 2004. 92K mi. 4 door. New 
CD player, new tires & bumper w/lights, 
new transmission. Runs Great. $19,000 
863-382-0192 or 863-273-0665.

9200 Trucks

HARLEY DAVIDSON VROD 2003. 100th 
Anniversary Edition. 5500 mi. Excel 
cond. $8500. Call 863-381-0701

9100 Motorcycles
& ATVs

9000
Transportation

POP UP CAMPER 1995 Coleman
Yosemite, A/C, Heat, Potty. $2200 obo. 
Call 863-443-2581

1999 COACHMAN Catalina 5th Wheel  
32ft. travel trailer. Gas furnace & stove 
w/ oven, elec. or gas refrig., 2 slides, 
shower w/ tub. $3000. For more info.  

Call  863-257-3647

8400 Recreational
Vehicles

PONTOON BOAT 17' with 30hp Evin-
rude, and Galvanized Trailer. All in Ex-
cel cond. $3200. Call 863-699-0307 or 
863-465-2364

8050 Boats & Motors

8000
Recreation

SHIH TZU PUPPIES FOR SALE         
1 Boy & 3 girls, had their vaccines.       

2 black & white and 2 brindle.  $300. 
Home number 863-382-3808           

or Cell  863-446-4218.

NOTICE
Florida statute 585.195 states that
all dogs and cats sold in Florida 
must be at least eight weeks old, 
have an official health certificate 
and proper shots and be free of in-
testinal and external parasites. 

KITTENS 3 males. Free to good home. 
2 orange, 1 black & white calico.
Call 863-471-3074

DASCHUND PUPPIES (4) Full blood. 
Will be available the first week in July. 
$150 Call 863-382-6271. Leave mes-
sage.

CHIHUAHUA BEAUTIFUL Pure Bred. 
Asking $200 Call 863-214-0288.

AKC GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES 3 
Females. $500. Please call 
863-452-9096.

7520 Pets & Supplies

7320 Garage &
Yard Sales

WET SAW FOR CUTTING TILE 10" 2X4 
Tray for Water. $95 obo. Must sell!
Call 863-449-0382

TOOL BOX Heavy Duty w/keys, great 
cond. Size L-54", H-19", D-21". Cost 
$100 Call 863-441-4418

TABLE SAW 10" Craftsman. Brand new 
in box. $95 obo. Must Sell! Call 
863-449-0382.

STROLLER - DOUBLE  * Even Flo * Boy 
or Girl. Excellent Condition. $45.  

863-873-3801

STOVE, GLASS top. Like new. Great 
cond. $100 will trade for refrigerator. 
Call 863-451-6163

SOFA SLEEPER & Matchng Wing back 
chair. Excellent Condition. $100.  

863-699-2742

NEW BROTHERS PRINTER / DCP 7065 
DN for Small Office.  $100.               

Call 863-382-9289

MEMORAS 24" TV (table Model) Like 
New, $100. 863-699-2742

KENMORE ELITE DRYER Large Capac-
ity Heavy Duty. Excel cond. $100. Call 
863-465-1952.

HEDGE TRIMMER Black & Decker 16". 
Works great. $15 Call (863) 465-1264

GEORGE FOREMAN GRILL Used 
twice. $12.00. Call 863-446-0972

GAS MOWER, ELECTRIC EDGER. 
$100 OBO. CALL 863-840-0018

CEILING FAN Lt. Beige. Decorative leaf 
blades. Hampton Bay. $50 Call 
863-273-3575

CASIO 61-KEYBOARD W/MP3 CON-
NECTION, USB Port, 400 tones, lighted 
keyboard. $100. Call SOLD!!!!

BOOKS - Paper  Back, Westerns,         
& Other Popular Authors.  60 books. 

$12.  863-385-2605

BICYCLE - GIRLS 20 inch, Almost New. 
$25.  8638733801

B B GUN / Daisy Model. Excellent         
Condition. $15.  863-385-2605

* BANANA BOXES * extra strong - great 
for moving!  3/ $1. At Fireman's  Fair 
Grounds. Fri & Sat 8-2 863-314-0060

KNICK / KNACKS.  Dolphins, Turtles, 
Elephants, Dinosaurs. 10 for $25. Leave 

Message. 863-381-0079.

7310 Bargain Buys

TREADMILL  * PRO FORM * 400X      
Includes attached rack with  2 / 3 / & 5  
lb weights. Many other features.  $185.  

Call 863-382-9289

7300 Miscellaneous

7180 Furniture

7000
Merchandise

SEBRING AVAILABLE. 3922            
Kenilworth Blvd, 3000 sq ft, $1100/mo: 
A/C office, BA, lg overhead doors, near 
Sebring High School. Call Chip Boring 
863-385-0077 or Cell 863-381-1298

LARGE RETAIL /  OFFICE SPACE      
Nice Downtown Location - Recently 
Updated. 100 E. Main St. Avon Park   

863-295-9272

6750 Commercial Rental

SEBRING  ** COTTAGE ** 1BR / 1BA    
Private, Clean, Nice. Great Location!
W/D hookup. Lawn service included. 
No Pets!  Reasonably Priced.  Call         

For Details 863-465-9100

SEBRING - Oscela Ave, Clean, Quiet, 
Very Large 4BR, 1BA, Central Air/Heat, 

Washer / Dryer Hookup, New Paint,       
includes lawn service. No pets.  $675 

863-465-9100

SEBRING - *Lake Josephine Heights* 
Large 4BR, 2BA, Living rm., Dining rm., 

Laundry rm., Mostly tiled floors 
throughout. Fenced yard. $750 

Monthly.  863-446-1861

LAKE PLACID
SYLVAN SHORES

Newer, Clean 3/2, 1 car garage.
Non smokers. $795/mo. 

863-465-3838 or 863-441-2844

AVON PARK 3/1. Available after July 
7th. $650 per/mo. For rental application 
contact 334-587-2652

6300 Unfurnished Houses

SEBRING  ** BEAUTIFUL ** 4BR / 2BA / 
2CG.  Eat - In Kitchen, Lanai, Fenced 
Shady Back Yard, W/D. $950 Mo. + 

Sec. Dep. Call 863-458-0867

LAKE PLACID - Near Lake Placid Boat 
Ramp with lake access. Furnished 2/1, 
appliances, A/C. $600/mo. + $50 water.  
863-465-1354.

6250 Furnished Houses

SEBRING - Free Cable. Large / Very 
Clean, 1BR, 1BA. New Appliances / 
Paint, Tile floors, Mini blinds, A/C. 
Quiet/Safe. No last Mo. (1st Mo.          
$350 + security)   863-385-1999

AVON PARK * LEMONTREE APTS * 
1BR $520 mo. +  $350 Sec. Deposit, 
available immediately. Washer/Dryer       
& WSG included. Pets OK!  Call Alan 

386-503-8953

AVON PARK - Apartment with Balcony
Overlooking Lake Verona and City Park.

100 E. Main St.  Laundry Facilities.
SPECIAL: $295 / mo.

863-453-8598

AVON PARK ** Highlands Apartments
1680  North  Delaware Ave.

1BR, 1BA & 2BR, 2BA Available.
Central Heat & Air. Extra insulation.

1st & Sec. Call 863-449-0195

SEBRING - 1BR, 1BA.        
Tile  floors,  fresh  paint.       

Includes water. $395/mo.      
Call Gary Johnson, 

863-381-1861.

RELAX AT Lake Isis Villas
* Luxurious *  2BR Apartment.

Clean & Quiet Setting.
863-453-2669

6200 Unfurnished
Apartments

AVON PARK 2/1 Villa. Clean. Screened 
porch. Fenced Back Yard, pets ok. 
$350 per month plus security. Available 
Immediately. Call 954-854-1938

6100 Villas & Condos
For Rent

SEBRING CUTE 2/1, Tile floors,  screen 
porch,  fenced yard, W/D hook up, 

most pets ok.
$550 mo. + $300 sec.

RENTED!

6050 Duplexes for Rent

6000
Rentals

SEBRING 2006 Double Wide 3/2 on 1 
acre w/large covered wooden deck on 
back. Behind Wal Mart just down Shu-
macher at 1424 Randall Rd. $64,900. 
Call 863-214-0126

PALM HARBOR VILLAGE
New Homes Start at $39,900

$5K for your used Mobile Home
Any Condition!

800-622-2832 ext 210

5050 Mobile Homes
For Sale

5000
Mobile Homes

SEBRING 1 Acre in Country. 5930 Olga 
Ave. Cross Roads Apple and Lily, follow 
signs down to Orange Clay Rd. 
130x277 Lot size. Only 2 other homes 
on this road. Very Quiet. 863-214-0126

4260 Acreage for Sale

SEBRING OWNER MUST SELL! Build-
ing Lots in Spring Lake, a Golf Commu-
nity. Owner will finance, no credit 
check. Only $5K with $500 down. 1/4 
acre & larger. Call Owner 772-343-9602 
or 772-237-5367

4220 Lots for Sale

LEASE / LEASE OPTION *SUN 'N  
LAKES* 3000 + sq. ft., 3/BR / 2BA, 

2/C.G. Owner Will  Finance up to 65% 
of selling price.  For info on financing,  

Call 954-270-5242

4080 Homes for Sale
Sebring

4000
Real Estate

3000
Financial

SEEKING WELL Exp. Medical office 
help. Exc. billing/collection, communi-
cation, typing, computer skills & medi-
cal terminology are a MUST. Part-time.
Fax resume to:  866-593-0635 or email 
to:
medicalofficebilling@yahoo.com

MEDICAL BILLING AND COLLEC-
TIONS Position for small Medical Of-
fice. Experience only. Computer, Re-
ception, team player. Fax Resume to: 
863-299-4352

MECHANIC NEEDED - Citrus Company 
seeking experienced in gas/diesel mo-
tors, hydraulics, tires, trailer repair, 
welding/fabrication. Email resume to 
jgw@barbenfruit.com, mail to Barben 
Fruit Co. Inc., 21 East Pine St. Avon 
Park 33825 or call (863) 453-3659 ext. 
103

FLORIDA MENTOR IS SEEKING RN's 
to provide medical services for individu-

als with Developmental Disabilities in 
our Avon Park facility.

(8:00pm - 8:00am)
(8:00am - 8:00pm)

863-452-5141

2100 Help Wanted

MATURE STYLIST/BEAUTICIAN Look-
ing to get involved on the ground floor 
of an innovative idea in hairstyling. In 
Home Salon in Sebring is looking for an 
experienced Stylist to service our cli-
ents who cannot get out to get their 
hair done, shut-ins etc. Low overhead, 
no chair fees, vehicle supplied. Mobile 
work station supplied. All work 75% 
yours, plus tips. Must be licensed. 
Great personality. A Christian with a 
drive to succeed. Call Fairmont Serv-
ices, Leave message, 863-382-6442

LOCAL DRIVER WANTED for Parcel 
Delivery must have at least 1 year of 
verifiable driving experience (within the 
last 3 yrs. immediately preceding the 
date of hire). Must have experience in a 
14,000 GWR to 26,000 GWR van or 
truck. Must have clean driving record 
and be able to pass background and 
drug screening, must be able to lift 
70lbs., be dependable and 21 yrs. or 
older. Send resume or go to Heartland 
Workforce.

INDUSTRIAL SANDBLASTING & 
SPRAY COATINGS APPLICATOR

(potable water tanks) Exp. required. 
863-699-1892 or 863-441-4680.

FT / PT ** FRONT DESK **              
ASSOCIATE / AUDITOR. Experience 
preferred.  No Phone Calls.  Apply in 
person at 2165 US 27 S, Lake Placid, 

FL. 33852

EXPERIENCED MECHANIC to work on 
farm equipment, diesel and gasoline 
engines, fabrication and electrical. 

Computer exp. to shop for parts, input 
inventory and research parts a must. 

Florida driver's license required. DFWP. 
863-465-2821 or Apply @ 109 Arron 

Dr., Lake Placid,  8am-11am. & 
1pm-4pm. Mon. - Fri.

ARNP OR PA
*Medical Assistant w/Phlebotomy

Details @ www.flcancer.com

2100 Help Wanted

2000
Employment

HOME CARE AGENCY SEEKING 
CNA's/HHA's for Avon Park and sur-
rounding areas. Call 863-292-9060

1400 Health Care
Services

LOST 6/23, Miniature Dachshund, Isa-
bella, Chocolate & Tan has Gator collar 
on, lost in area of RT. 64 in Avon Park, 
last seen around Arbuckle & 64. If 
found, Please Call 863-399-1249 or 
863-241-2698.

HIGHLANDS RIDGE 6/22/12  During 
Storm. 14 yr. old Shih-Tzu White w/ 
grey & black highlights. Please call 

Loretta Sager 863-382-8460 or 
248-885-1793

1200 Lost & Found

Classified ads
get fast results

Subscribe 
to 
the 

News-Sun
Call

385-6155

DOES MAKING
MONEY 

MAKE YOU HAPPY?
Sell your used

appliance with a
News-Sun 

classified ad. 
Call today, 

gone tomorrow!
314-9876DOES MAKING MONEY MAKE YOU HAPPY?

Sell your used furniture with a News-Sun
classified ad. Call today, gone tomorrow!

314-9876

Having something to
sell and not

advertising is like
winking in the dark.

You know what
you’re doing, 

but 
no one else does. 

Call News-Sun
classifieds today! 

314-9876

AGERO
3X10.5
AD #
00021011

AVON
PARK
HOUSING
1X3
AD #
00021016

AVON
PARK
HOUSING
1X3
AD #
00021002

NORTHGATE
FURNITURE
1X3
AD #
00021021

RIDGE
AREA
ARC
1X3
AD #
00021052
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News-Sun photo by DAN HOEHNE
Sarah Liles heads for the island as she takes aim at the 18th green Friday in the
Highlands Sertoma Club Championship at Sun ‘N Lake.

By DAN HOEHNE
daniel.hoehne@newssun.com

SEBRING – The rains
gave way to sunny skies
just in time for the third
event of the Highlands
Sertoma Club Junior Tour
season – the two-day Club
Championship.

And though the four-day
deluge may have softened
things up to make for good
scores, the event was
played upon the always-
challenging Deer Run
Course at Sun ‘N Lake.

Yet, throughout the ebbs
and flows the course would
take them through, 60
young golfers teed it up
Thursday morning and fin-
ished it up Friday afternoon
with close races in most of
the seven different age cat-
egories.

Jaxon Davis brought in
the low score of the first
round in the Boys 6-8-year
old grouping, carding a 34,
with Parker Griffin coming
in with a 39.

But Griffin turned the
tables in Friday’s second
round, shooting a blistering
32 to take first overall with
a 71.

The course got the better
of Davis this day, as his 42
moved him into second,
while Griffin Hall went 40
and 41 to take third with
Brody Hall turning in
matching scores of 43 for
each day to finish fourth in
the age group.

A similar scene played
out among the 9-10-year
old Boys, where Billy
Carol’s 54 lead after the
first day over Beckham

Donavon and Ashley
Engle, who each shot 55s.

But Donavon brought in
a 54 on Friday, with Carol
dropping back a bit with a
57 and Engle turned in a 58
to place Donavon first with
a two-day total of 109 to
Carol’s 111 and Engle’s
113.

There were just two
combatants in the Boys 11-
12, with David Herbert’s
135 over the two days tak-
ing first, followed by
Clayton Samuels’ 170.

“Our overall numbers are
real good, with between 60

and 70 golfers each week,”
tour director Andy Kesling
said. “We’ve got a lot of
younger kids and good
numbers in the older
groups. But we’d like to get
some of those middle
groups filled out a little bit
more.”

Up to the 13-14 Boys,
where nine golfers filled
the field, Sam Rogers lead
the pack wire-to-wire with
an 87 Thursday and 91
Friday to get the win with a
178.

Sertoma golfers shine
at Sun ‘N Lake

News-Sun photo by DAN HOEHNE
Josh Bible contemplates his shot out of the sand Friday
during the final round of the Sertoma Club
Championship.

See GOLF, Page 4D

MyFWC.com
The Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) voted to
keep the recreational harvest
of snook in Gulf of Mexico
waters closed for another
year to offer the species addi-
tional protection after a 2010
cold kill detrimentally affect-
ed the population. 

The decision came at the
June 28 Commission meeting
in Palm Beach Gardens after

staff presented an updated
stock assessment that showed
snook populations are
improving in the Atlantic and
are not in biological jeopardy
in the Gulf. 

The next assessment is due
in 2015.

“If we have a bad winter
this year, we will benefit
from this caution; if we don’t
have a bad winter, we will let
all these breeding fish come
through the slot,” said Vice

Chairman Kenneth Wright,
referring to the snook slot
limit of 28 to 33 inches in
Gulf of Mexico waters.
“We’ll really have done
something good and we’ll
have protected some of these
fish.”

The recreational snook
season was closed in Gulf of
Mexico and Atlantic waters
by executive order on Jan.16,
2010, after the cold kill. 

The FWC manages snook

in both state and federal
waters, though the species
tends to inhabit the shallow-
er, near-shore state waters. 

The effects of the cold kill
were less severe on the
Atlantic coast, where the nor-
mal season reopened for har-
vest Sept. 1, 2011.

The Gulf of Mexico recre-
ational season was to reopen
Sept. 1, 2012, and now is

Snook to remain closed for 
another year in Gulf waters

See SNOOK, Page 3D

By TIM REYNOLDS
Associated Press

MIAMI — Chris Bosh
is still hurting, and his
Olympic plans are being
pushed aside so he can
heal.

The Miami Heat for-
ward told USA Basketball
on Friday that he is with-
drawing from considera-
tion for the London Games
so he can continue recov-
ering from the strained
abdominal muscle that
sidelined him for a portion
of his team’s run to the
NBA championship. 

Bosh announced the
decision through agent
Henry Thomas one day
after Heat teammate
Dwyane Wade pulled out
of the Olympic mix
because of looming left
knee surgery.

“This injury was a pret-
ty serious
one,” Thomas
said. “He was
able to come
back and play
under the cir-
c u m s t a n c e s
because he
was trying to
contribute to
them winning a champi-
onship. There’s still pain.
There’s still discomfort.
And the real concern is if
he doesn’t rest and do the
rehab associated with the
injury, this could become
sort of a chronic thing for
him.”

Bosh released a state-
ment through USA
Basketball, saying he was
confident the Americans
would successfully defend
their gold medal.

“I am extremely disap-
pointed to say that due to
injury, I cannot represent
my country,” he said.

Bosh made the decision
after consulting with Heat
team physician Dr. Harlan
Selesnick and others. 

Bosh, who played for
the “Redeem Team” that
won gold at the 2008
Beijing Olympics, called
USA Basketball coach
Mike Krzyzewski and
team chairman Jerry
Colangelo on Friday to
deliver the word.

“He wanted to be part of
it,” Thomas said. “It was a
great experience in ‘08.
Feels like it could be
another one. The exposure
he would get being part of

that team is something he
would like. But at the end
of the day, his health
going forward is more
important than all of those
things.”

Heat President Pat Riley
said after the NBA draft
ended late Thursday night
that the team was leaving
the decision on whether to
play in London up to
Bosh.

“It’s based upon the
need to rest and continue
to rehab the injury,”
Thomas said. “He got his
first taste of it in ‘08 and it
was a great experience.
But I think in talking to
the doctors about it, they
said you could play, but
you’d be putting yourself
at risk.”

With Wade and now
Bosh out, there are 16
players left for 12 spots on

the U.S.
O l y m p i c
team — with
L e B r o n
James the
lone Heat
r e p r e s e n t a -
tive remain-
ing on the
national team

roster. 
The team convenes in

Las Vegas next week to
start training camp, then
has five exhibitions with
international teams before
opening Olympic play
against France on July 29.

Wade and Bosh join a
list of stars unable to play
in London because of
injuries, including Derrick
Rose and Dwight Howard.

“He’ll be missed, but
we have to move on,”
Colangelo said. “I feel
very confident about our
roster going forward. ...
Adversity gives people
opportunity and guess
what? It’s going to open
up a couple of roster posi-
tions.”

USA Basketball plans to
announce the Olympic
roster around July 7.

“We’re totally support-
ive of Chris and hope he
recovers fully for his sea-
son next year,”
Krzyzewski said. “We’ll
miss him. He was really a
key player for us in win-
ning the gold in 2008 and
we thank him for his serv-
ice to USA Basketball. I
really loved coaching

Bosh out of
Olympics to rest,

rehab injury

MCT photo
Chris Bosh gave his all to help the Heat win a champi-
onship, but at the cost of playing in the Olympics, as
it turns out.

See BOSH, Page 4D

‘He’ll be
missed, but we
have to move

on.’
JERRY COLANGELO

Team USA chairman

And Another
Thing...

Dan Hoehne

The buildup to Thursday
night’s NBA Draft had me
eagerly anticipating the
evening.

Teams around the league
were rumored to be jockey-
ing for position.

Talks of moving down to
get multiple picks, or mov-
ing up to get that one guy,
swirled around and gave
visions of wheeling and
dealing galore.

So there I sat, camped out
on my couch, awaiting a
wild night of all sorts of
trades, shifts and shakes.

After the ho-hum of
Kentucky’s Anthony Davis
going first to the New
Orleans Hornets, the rest of
the draft came and went,
well, rather ho-hum.

I believe I actually said
out loud, as the first round
was coming to an end,
“What was that?”

I mean, the Houston
Rockets, in the days leading
up to the draft, had made a
series of moves – trading
players and draft picks to
secure higher draft picks
– that made it look like they
were going to make a run at
trading with Orlando for
Dwight Howard.

The moves also were
made to clear enough cap
space to perhaps try to sign
New Jersey/Brooklyn Nets
guard Deron Williams.

Every time NBA
Commissioner David Stern
stepped up to the podium –
where he seemed to relish
taking in the resounding
chorus of boos – I was
expecting him to start with,
“A trade has been
announced,” to be followed
by some intriguing deals.

But it never happened.
Oh, a few teams, the Heat

included, made a pick and
later swapped it to another
team for a later, or future,
draft pick.

But nothing that ever real-
ly shook things up.

ESPN columnist, and my
often go-to guy for all things
NBA, has long lamented the
ability of the general man-
agers around the league.

And on this night he
seemed quite right.

Former Portland assistant
vice president of basketball
operations and current ESPN
analyst concurred with that
sentiment the following day

NBA Draft
rather daft

See DRAFT, Page 3D
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SFCC Volleyball Camps

AVON PARK – The summer season is
right around the corner, which means
plenty of opportunities for aspiring area
volleyball players to sharpen their skills
and learn some new things at the SFCC
Summer Camps, lead by head coach Kim
Crawford and members of the Lady
Panther squad.

Two more indoor camps are going to be
held, in addition to a sand volleyball
camp.

Four-day indoor camps will be offered
Monday through Thursday, July 9-12 and
July 30-Aug. 2.

Each day, campers going into grades 6-
8 will meet from 9 a.m.-Noon, campers
going into grades 9-12 from 1-4 p.m.,
with all campers then enjoying open pool
time from 4-4:45 p.m.

Cost for the indoor camps are $100 per
week, or $30 per daily session.

Out on the sand court, one more four-
day camp will be offered Monday through
Thursday, July 16-19, with campers in
grades 6-12 meeting from 8:30-10:30 a.m.

Cost for the sand camp is $60 per week
or $20 per daily session.

Individual, private sessions for indoor
and sand are available year-round for $20
per hour.

To register, go to
www.southflorida.edu/athletics/volleyball
, click on “volleyball camp” and print out
the Application Form.

Mail the completed form, or bring to
the Cashier’s Office in Building B.

For more information, call Coach
Crawford at 835-2377 or email kim.craw-
ford@southflorida.edu.

Sebring Elks Golf

SEBRING – The Sebring Elks Lodge
No. 1529 monthly golf outing will be held
at Golf Hammock Golf and Country Club
on Monday, July 2,  beginning at 8 a.m. 

Cost is $25 which includes golf, cart,
lunch and prize fund. 

To sign up contact Jack McLaughlin at
jacknjudy33872@gmail.com or leave a
message on 471-3295. 

Check in not later than 7:40 a.m. in the
Pro Shop

Junior Golf Academy

SEBRING – PGA pro Geoff Lee returns
to teach your child the values and tradi-
tions of the game at the Golf Hammock
Junior Golf Academy June 25-29.

All physical aspects of the game along
with rules and etiquette will be covered in
an atmosphere of fun.  

Prizes awarded in games, contest and a
3-hole tournament will be held on Friday
with parents/guardians welcome. 

Cost: $95 each. Registration available
at the pro-shop, or call 382-2151 to have
one faxed to you.

Friends in the Fight Golf

SEBRING – Friends In The Fight is an
organization formed to support youth bat-
tling cancer in the community.  

Friends In The Fight will hold a Golf
Tournament and Barbecue Saturday, July
14, at the Country Club of Sebring. The
tournament starts at 8 a.m. and the format
is 2 players per team, with the Front 9 a
Scramble and the Back 9 an Alternate
Shot. 

The registration fee is $65 per player
and includes greens fees, cart and lunch.
Barbecue tickets are available for $10 per
person.  

Meals can be picked up at the Country
Club of Sebring or in Lake Placid, with
100-percent of the money raised used to
help local families.

For additional information call Renee
Kohl at 273-1112, Kym Smoak 441-7119
or email growstrong@live.com.  

Forms are available online at
www.fbclp.com – click on “events.”

Look for updates on Facebook at
“Friends in the Fight Highlands County.”

Habitat 5K

SEBRING – Home Run for Habitat 5K
Run/Walk will take place at Highlands
Hammock State Park Saturday, July 14,
beginning at 7 a.m.

Entry fee is $15 through July 6, and
$20 after and through race day.

Entry fee includes a race T-shirt.
Awards will be given to age groups and

overall male and female winners.
The entry fee will be waived for those

who collect $50 or more in pledges.
Funds raised will benefit a Habitat

home in Sebring.
Top three entries, with the most raised

in pledges, will be given a special award
on race day.

Pledges must be collected and turned in
at race check-in on July 14.

Download entry form at www.habi-
tathighlands.org or email spallone@habi-
tathighlands.org.

Call 385-7156 for more information.

Firecracker 5K

SEBRING – The 18th Annual
Firecracker 5K Run/Walk is set for
Highlands Hammock State Park at 7:30
a.m on Wednesday, July 4. 

The race celebrates the nation’s birthday
and will feature overall, masters and grand
masters male and female awards, age
group awards in 5-year age divisions,
deluxe T-shirts and plenty of refreshments.

Entry fee is $17 thru June 27 and $22
after June 27 and race day. 

Only pre-registered are guaranteed
shirt size, so sign up early. 

You may receive an email application
form by contacting Chet Brojek at cbro-
jek@comcast.net, or by phone at 385-
4736.  

Mail entries to Firecracker 5K, 3310
Par Road, Sebring, FL 33872.  

Checks made payable to Central
Florida Striders. 

Proceeds of the race benefit the Avon
Park High School cross country teams.

Participants are urged to wear Red,
White and Blue as we celebrate in our
beautiful state park. 

See you all at Highlands Hammock
State Park on  July 4.

Sebring Pool Hours

SEBRING – The Sebring High School
Pool is open to the public with availabili-
ty Mondays through Thursdays from 6-
7:30 p.m. and from 1-3 p.m. Saturdays
and Sundays

Additional hours will be added once
school is let out for the summer.

Cost is $2 per swimmer, with family
passes available at $50 for first member
and $20 per additional family member.

Other activities at the pool include
Water Aerobics, which meet each
Tuesday and Thursday from 6:30-7:30
p.m.

Cost is $2 per class, though with a sum-
mer pool pass, the cost is trimmed to $1.

Swimming lessons are also going to be
offered throughout the summer.

The first session runs from June 11-22,
the second from June 25-July 6, the third
from July 9-20 and the fourth from July
23-August 3.

Cost is $50 for each two-week session.
For more information, call and leave a

message for Ms. Pat Caton at 471-5500,
ext. 229, or email
catonp@highlands.k12.fl.us.

Firemen Memorial Golf

SEBRING – The 13th Annual Sebring
Firemen, Inc. Memorial Golf
Tournament, presented by AXA Advisors
LLC and Home Depot, is scheduled for
Saturday, Aug. 11, at Sun ‘N Lake.

The tournament will be the familiar
four-man scramble with a $75 per-person
entry fee.

That fee, the same as last year, again
includes range balls, golf, food and drink
on the course and the pre-tournament
mixer on Friday night with great appetiz-
ers.

Once again, there will be a silent auc-
tion and raffles for fantastic, signed
sports memorabilia from the likes of Tim
Tebow, Jimbo Fisher, Nick Saban and
many other athletic luminaries.

Hole sponsorships are available for
$100, as well as $500 sponsorships which
include a team entry and hole signs on
both the Sun ‘N Lake courses.

All proceeds go to benefit area student
athletes, with last year’s tournament rais-
ing more than $20,000.

The tourney will begin with an 8:30
a.m. shotgun start on both the Deer Run
and Turtle Run courses.

For more information, call Tommy
Lovett at 385-5100 or 382-2255.

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
New York 46 30 .605 —
Baltimore 42 34 .553 4
Boston 41 36 .532 51⁄2
Tampa Bay 41 36 .532 51⁄2
Toronto 39 38 .506 71⁄2

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Chicago 42 35 .545 —
Cleveland 38 38 .500 31⁄2
Detroit 37 40 .481 5
Kansas City 35 39 .473 51⁄2
Minnesota 30 45 .400 11

West Division
W L Pct GB

Texas 49 29 .628 —
Los Angeles 43 34 .558 51⁄2
Oakland 37 41 .474 12
Seattle 33 46 .418 161⁄2

___
Thursday’s Games

Chicago White Sox 4, N.Y. Yankees 3
Cleveland 7, Baltimore 2
L.A. Angels 9, Toronto 7
Detroit 5, Tampa Bay 2
Texas 7, Oakland 6
Seattle 1, Boston 0

Friday’s Games
Chicago White Sox 14, N.Y. Yankees 7
Baltimore 9, Cleveland 8
Toronto 7, L.A. Angels 5
Tampa Bay 4, Detroit 2
Texas 4, Oakland 3
Kansas City 4, Minnesota 3
Boston 5, Seattle 0

Saturday’s Games
Chicago White Sox at N.Y. Yankees, late
L.A. Angels at Toronto, late
Kansas City at Minnesota, 1st game,
late
Cleveland at Baltimore, late
Detroit at Tampa Bay, late
Kansas City at Minnesota, 2nd game,
late
Oakland at Texas, late
Boston at Seattle, late

Sunday’s Games
Cleveland (Masterson 4-7) at Baltimore
(Matusz 5-9), 1:35 p.m.
Detroit (Smyly 2-3) at Tampa Bay (Cobb
3-4), 1:40 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Floyd 6-7) at N.Y.
Yankees (P.Hughes 8-6), 2:05 p.m.
Kansas City (B.Chen 7-6) at Minnesota
(Liriano 2-7), 2:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels (C.Wilson 9-4) at Toronto
(Laffey 0-0), 3:07 p.m.
Boston (Doubront 8-4) at Seattle
(Vargas 7-7), 4:10 p.m.
Oakland (Blackley 1-2) at Texas
(Darvish 10-4), 7:05 p.m.

LEAGUE LEADERS
BATTING

AB R H BA
Trout, LAA 228 48 78 .342
Konerko, CHW 255 38 86 .337
Beltre, TEX 286 44 93 .325
Jackson, DET 213 43 69 .324
Mauer, MIN 244 34 79 .324
Escobar, KC 264 29 84 .318
Hamilton, TEX 272 50 86 .316

HOME RUNS
Bautista, TOR 26
Hamilton, TEX 24
Dunn, CHW 24
Granderson, NYY 22
Encarnacion, TOR 22
Ortiz, BOS 21
Trumbo, LAA 19
Jones, BAL 19

RUNS BATTED IN
Hamilton, TEX 69
Cabrera, DET 62
Bautista, TOR 61
Dunn, CHW 58
Encarnacion, TOR 55
Trumbo, LAA 53
Ortiz, BOS 53

STOLEN BASES
Trout, LAA 22
Davis, TOR 20
Kipnis, CLE 18
Crisp, OAK 16
Andrus, TEX 16
Kinsler, TEX 15
Revere, MIN 15
2 tied with 14

WON-LOST
Harrison, TEX 11-3
Price, TB 11-4
Darvish, TEX 10-4
Nova, NYY 9-2
Sale, CHW 9-2
Sabathia, NYY 9-3
C. Wilson, LAA 9-4

ERA
Sale, CHW 2.27
Weaver, LAA 2.31
C. Wilson, LAA 2.36
McCarthy, OAK 2.54
Verlander, DET 2.69
Peavy, CHW 2.84
Price, TB 2.92

STRIKEOUTS
Verlander, DET 121
Scherzer, DET 114
Hernandez, SEA 114
Darvish, TEX 106
Sabathia, NYY 105
Shields, TB 99
Price, TB 97

SAVES
J. Johnson, BAL 23
C. Perez, CLE 23
Rodney, TB 22
Broxton, KC 20
Nathan, TEX 18
Aceves, BOS 18
Soriano, NYY 17

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
Washington 44 31 .587 —
New York 42 36 .538 31⁄2
Atlanta 40 36 .526 41⁄2
Miami 36 40 .474 81⁄2
Philadelphia 36 43 .456 10

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Cincinnati 42 34 .553 —
Pittsburgh 41 35 .539 1
St. Louis 40 37 .519 21⁄2
Milwaukee 34 42 .447 8
Houston 32 45 .416 101⁄2
Chicago 27 49 .355 15

West Division
W L Pct GB

San Francisco 44 34 .564 —
Los Angeles 43 35 .551 1
Arizona 39 37 .513 4
Colorado 30 46 .395 13
San Diego 28 50 .359 16

___
Thursday’s Games

Pittsburgh 5, Philadelphia 4
Colorado 11, Washington 10, 11
innings
Arizona 3, Atlanta 2
San Diego 7, Houston 3
N.Y. Mets 3, L.A. Dodgers 2

San Francisco 5, Cincinnati 0
Friday’s Games

Chicago Cubs 4, Houston 0
Miami 6, Philadelphia 2
Washington 5, Atlanta 4
Arizona 9, Milwaukee 3
Colorado 10, San Diego 2
Pittsburgh 14, St. Louis 5
N.Y. Mets 9, L.A. Dodgers 0
Cincinnati 5, San Francisco 1

Saturday’s Games
Pittsburgh at St. Louis, late
Cincinnati at San Francisco, late
Houston at Chicago Cubs, late
Washington at Atlanta, late
Philadelphia at Miami, late
Arizona at Milwaukee, late
N.Y. Mets at L.A. Dodgers, late
San Diego at Colorado, late

Sunday’s Games
Philadelphia (Blanton 7-6) at Miami
(Nolasco 6-6), 1:10 p.m.
Washington (G.Gonzalez 10-3) at
Atlanta (T.Hudson 6-3), 1:35 p.m.
Arizona (Collmenter 0-2) at Milwaukee
(Gallardo 6-6), 2:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Bedard 4-8) at St. Louis
(Westbrook 6-6), 2:15 p.m.
Houston (W.Rodriguez 6-5) at Chicago
Cubs (T.Wood 2-3), 2:20 p.m.
San Diego (K.Wells 0-1) at Colorado
(D.Pomeranz 0-2), 3:10 p.m.
Cincinnati (Arroyo 3-5) at San
Francisco (Vogelsong 7-3), 4:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets (Gee 5-6) at L.A. Dodgers
(Kershaw 5-4), 8:05 p.m.

LEAGUE LEADERS
BATTING

AB R H BA
Wright, NYM 270 51 97 .359
Ruiz, PHL 225 37 80 .356
Cabrera, SF 308 53 109 .354
Votto, CIN 263 50 93 .354
McCutchen, PIT 276 46 95 .344
Gonzalez, COL 284 58 96 .338
Prado, ATL 289 44 93 .322

HOME RUNS
Beltran, STL 20
Braun, MIL 20
Stanton, MIA 17
Bruce, CIN 17
Gonzalez, COL 17
5 tied with 15

RUNS BATTED IN
Beltran, STL 60
Gonzalez, COL 58
Ethier, LAD 55
Bruce, CIN 54
Braun, MIL 52
McCutchen, PIT 51
Wright, NYM 50
Kubel, ARI 50

STOLEN BASES
Campana, CHC 25
Gordon, LAD 24
Bonifacio, MIA 20
Bourn, ATL 20
Victorino, PHL 19
Pierre, PHL 19
Schafer, HOU 18
4 tied with 16

WON-LOST
Dickey, NYM 12-1
G. Gonzalez, WAS 10-3
Lynn, STL 10-3
Hamels, PHL 10-3
Bumgarner, SF 10-4
Greinke, MIL 9-2
Strasburg, WAS 9-2
Burnett, PIT 9-2

ERA
Beachy, ATL 2.00
Dempster, CHC 2.11
Dickey, NYM 2.15
Miley, ARI 2.19
Vogelsong, SF 2.23
Cueto, CIN 2.26
McDonald, PIT 2.44

STRIKEOUTS
Strasburg, WAS 118
Dickey, NYM 116
Cain, SF 114
G. Gonzalez, WAS 108
Hamels, PHL 106
Kershaw, LAD 103
Greinke, MIL 102

SAVES
Kimbrel, ATL 22
Casilla, S-F 21
Hanrahan, PIT 20
Papelbon, PHL 18
Francisco, NYM 18

Myers, HOU 17
Motte, STL 16
Bell, MIA 15

BASEBALL
American League

CHICAGO WHITE SOX–Placed RHP
Brian Bruney on the 15-day DL, retroac-
tive to June 25. Selected the contract of
RHP Brian Omogrosso from Charlotte
(IL).
CLEVELAND INDIANS–Optioned INF/OF
Vinny Rottino to Columbus (IL).
MINNESOTA TWINS–Recalled RHP Kyle
Waldrop from Rochester (IL). Agreed to
terms with C Ryan Doumit on a two-
year contract through 2014.
NEW YORK YANKEES–Claimed RHP
Chris Schwinden off waivers from
Cleveland and optioned him to
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). Designated
RHP Danny Farquhar for assignment.
Optioned RHP Ryota Igarashi to
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. Recalled RHP
David Phelps from Tampa (FSL).
OAKLAND ATHLETICS–Optioned RHP
Tyson Ross to Sacramento (PCL).
Recalled 1B Chris Carter from
Sacramento. Announced they have
extended their player development con-
tract with Vermont (NYP) through the
2014 season.
SEATTLE MARINERS–Agreed to terms
with RHP Cameron Copping on a minor
league contract. Placed OF Franklin
Gutierrez on the seven-day DL. Recalled
RHP Steve Delabar from Tacoma (PCL).
TEXAS RANGERS–Placed RHP Mark
Lowe on the 15-day DL, retroactive to
June 26. Recalled RHP Yoshinori
Tateyama from Round Rock (PCL).

National League
CHICAGO CUBS–Assigned RHP Randy
Wells outright to Iowa (PCL).
COLORADO ROCKIES–Optioned LHP
Edwar Cabrera to Colorado Springs
(PCL). Recalled RHP Tyler Chatwood
from Colorado Springs.
HOUSTON ASTROS–Reinstated RHP
Bud Norris from the 15-day DL.
Optioned LHP Xavier Cedeno to
Oklahoma City (PCL).
LOS ANGELES DODGERS–Agreed to
terms with OF Yasiel Puig on a seven-
year contract, placed him on the tempo-
rary inactive list and optioned him to
the Arizona League Dodgers.
Transferred INF Justin Sellers to the 60-
day DL.
MILWAUKEE BREWERS–Announced a
two-year player development contract
extension with the Brevard County
Manatees of the Florida State League
through the 2014 season.
SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS–Purchased
the contract of RHP Brad Penny from
Fresno (PCL). Placed RHP Shane Loux
on the 15-day DL, Transferred LHP Eric
Surkamp to the 60-day DL.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

DETROIT LIONS–Signed coach Jim
Schwartz to a multiyear contract exten-
sion.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

CALGARY FLAMES–Signed RW Lee
Stempniak and D Cory Sarich to two-
year contract extensions.
COLORADO AVALANCHE–Signed F
Steve Downie to a two-year contract.
MINNESOTA WILD–Re-signed LW Matt
Kassian to a two-year contract. Agreed
to terms with D Chay Genoway on a
two-year contract.
MONTREAL CANADIENS–Signed F
Petteri Nokelainen and D Brendon Nash
to one-year contracts. Named Jean-
Jacques Daigneault assistant coach.
NEW JERSEY DEVILS–Re-signed F
Steve Bernier, F Ryan Carter, F Stephen
Gionta, F Cam Janssen and D Peter
Harrold.
NEW YORK RANGERS–Re-signed G
Martin Biron.
PHILADELPHIA FLYERS–Named Terry
Murray coach of Adirondack (AHL).
PHOENIX COYOTES–Re-signed C Andy
Miele to a one-year, two-way contract.

SPORTS SNAPSHOTSTHE SCOREBOARD

MMAAJJOORR LLEEAAGGUUEE BBAASSEEBBAALLLL
SSUUNNDDAAYY

11::3300 pp..mm.. Detroit at Tampa Bay .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. SSUUNN
22 pp..mm.. Chicago White Sox at N.Y. Yankees.. .. .. .. .. WWGGNN
88 pp..mm.. N.Y. Mets at L.A. Dodgers.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. EESSPPNN

MMOONNDDAAYY
77 pp..mm.. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. EESSPPNN

TTUUEESSDDAAYY
77 pp..mm.. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. SSUUNN

UUEEFFAA CCHHAAMMPPIIOONNSSHHIIPP
SSUUNNDDAAYY

22::3300 pp..mm.. Italy vs. Spain.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. EESSPPNN

OOLLYYMMPPIICCSS
SSUUNNDDAAYY

77 pp..mm.. U.S. Olympic Track and Field Trials.. .. .. .. .. NNBBCC
88 pp..mm.. U.S. Olympic Swimming Trials .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. NNBBCC
99 pp..mm.. U.S. Olympic Gymnastics Trials .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. NNBBCC

Times, games, channels all subject to change

AAUUTTOO RRAACCIINNGG
SSUUNNDDAAYY

1111 aa..mm.. NHRA – Route 66 Nationals . . . . . . . . . EESSPPNN22
66 pp..mm.. NHRA – Route 66 Nationals .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. EESSPPNN22

GGOOLLFF
SSUUNNDDAAYY

11 pp..mm.. PGA – AT&T National .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. GGOOLLFF
22::3300 pp..mm.. PGA – Constellation Senior Players .. .. .. .. GGOOLLFF
33 pp..mm.. PGA – AT&T National .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. CCBBSS
55 pp..mm.. LPGA – NW Arkansas Championship.. .. .. GGOOLLFF
77::3300 pp..mm.. PGA – United Leasing Championship .. .. GGOOLLFF
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HARDER HALL GOLF COURSE; 3.639"; 3"; Black;
sports; 00 00 00 22 11 00 11 77

champion for children; 5.542"; 10.5"; Black; champion for children; 00 00 00 22 11 00 44 55

Saturday, July 7
Activity:  Chapter Meeting, bike ride,

Grilled burgers and hot dogs and potluck
lunch 

Location:  Home of Dave and Melissa
Description:  Bike ride will precede the

meeting, followed by lunch and then the
planning meeting.

Bring:  Bicycle for the ride, a dish based
on last names beginning with A-H salad, I-
Q hot dish, R-Z dessert.

Contact:  Melissa Bruneau, phone 407-
460-1388, or email ftamelissa@gmail.com
for meet-up time and other details.

Saturday, July 14
Activity:  Annual Awards Dinner
Location: Olive Garden Restaurant,

Cypress Gardens Blvd., Winter Haven. 
Contact:  David Waldrop at 863-605-

3587 for meet-up time and other details.

Sunday, July 15
Activity:  Nature Walk 
Location:  Circle B Bar Preserve, SR 540

(Winter Lake Road), Lakeland 
Description:   Approx. 3 mile walk to

view birds and other wildlife at this scenic
wildlife preserve which is home to an oak
hammock, freshwater marsh, hardwood
swamp and lake shore, a tremendous bird
population, including a variety of wading
birds, waterfowl, ospreys and bald eagles.  

Alligators inhabit Lake Hancock and may
be observed from a distance.  

Pets are not allowed. 
Bring:  Walking or hiking shoes, water,

snacks, sun and insect protection. 
Contact:  Liane Plumhoff 646-2398 or

lplum@verizon.net.
Also, please RSVP to the chapter online

Meet-up page at
www.meetup.com/Heartland-FTA/calendar.

Saturday, July 28
Activity:  Kayaking 
Location:  WeedonIsland Preserve 
Address:  1800 Weedon Island Drive NE,

St Petersburg, FL
Description: Paddle beautiful mangrove

tunnels that lead through the tidal forests
into quiet lagoons. 

The marked kayak/canoe traill is easy to
follow. 

Expect to see an amazing array of
wildlife including great blue herons, great
egrets, roseate spoonbills, yellow-crowned
night herons, white ibis, osprey, and belted
kingfishers.  

Watch the water for jumping mullet,
stingrays, manatees, and Eastern bot-
tlenosed dolphin.  

Bring:  Kayak, life jacket, brimmed hat,
snacks, drinking water, sun and insect pro-
tection. 

Kayak Rentals:  Call Sweetwater Kayaks
at 727-570-4844. 

Contact:  Eileen Valachovic at 863-956-
2145 or EileenV3@gmail.com for meet-up
time and other information.  

Florida Trail Association -
Heartland Chapter, July Activities

expected to reopen Sept. 1,
2013. 

Catch-and-release of snook
will be allowed during the
closure. 

In the Atlantic, the season
will remain unchanged. 

Annual closures in the
Atlantic are from Dec. 15
through Jan. 31 and from
June 1 through Aug. 31. 

There is no commercial
harvest for snook in Florida.

Snook are one of Florida’s
premier game fish, and
anglers often practice catch-
and-release techniques when
targeting this species. 

When planning to release
snook, proper handling tech-
niques ensure the best chance
of survival. 

This includes returning the
fish to the water as quickly as
possible; using wet hands to
handle the fish; supporting its
weight in a horizontal posi-

tion when the fish is out of
the water; not holding the
fish by the gill plate, eye or
jaw; and reviving the fish if
necessary by running it
through the water head-first
to allow water to flow over
its gills. 

Learn more about snook
by visiting
MyFWC.com/Fishing and
clicking on Saltwater,
Recreational Regulations and
Snook.

Continued from 1D

Snook season put on hold

MyFWC.com photo
The Common Saltwater Snook are one of Florida’s premier game fish.

in saying that “teams don’t
get better by staying the
same and just adding a 20-
year old rookie.”

But that’s essentially
what most of the league
did.

With an ultra-harsh, pro-
gressive luxury tax penalty
coming into place next sea-

son, perhaps most teams
were skittish about doing
too much, too soon.

Then again, how often
have NBA GMs been
accused of having too much
foresight?

Though, we shall see
how that works out in what
should be the next round of
rumored wheeling and deal-
ing.

For, as of midnight
Saturday night, the free
agency signing period
began.

Now is the time for the
real fun – I just won’t be
perched on my couch for it.

Dan Hoehne is the Sports
Editor of the News-Sun. He can
be reached at
daniel.hoehne@newssun.com. 

Continued from 1D

Draft a yawner, but now 
free agency begins

AP photo
A course worker drives by a fallen tree near the sixth green prior to the third round of the
AT&T National at Congressional Country Club on June 30 in Bethesda, Maryland. Severe
storms hit the area over night causing wide-spread power outages and damage.

By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

BETHESDA, Md. — Even
with Tiger Woods in the hunt,
Saturday figured to be awful-
ly quiet at Congressional for
the third round of the AT&T
National.

Because of a powerful
storm that uprooted dozens of
trees, including a 75-foot tree
that crashed across the 14th
fairway, the tournament was
closed to spectators and vol-
unteers because of safety
concerns.

The third round was
delayed six hours. 

It was to start at 1 p.m.,
with threesomes going off
both tees.

The storms knocked out
power to more than 400,000
customers in the area, and
downed trees along the
Beltway. 

Congressional was not
spared.

Workers arriving before
dawn found some 40 trees
uprooted, and limbs large and
small scattered along the golf
course. 

The 11th fairway was lit-
tered with branches for some
300 yards.

That would be time-con-
suming to clear. 

The more jarring images
were large trees that had been
cracked at the trunk, some of
them crashing on top of the
ropes that had lined the fair-
ways. 

The 75-foot tree on the
14th was about 75 yards in
front of the driving zone. 

One worker arrived with
three small chain saws in the
back of his cart.

Given the size of the tree,
it was akin to bringing a gar-
den hose to put out a bonfire.

The wood signs on nearly
every tee box had been
ripped from the sign posts,
and the trailers that house the
PGA Tour’s communications
system, such as Shotlink
scoring, narrowly escaped
severe damage. 

Workers said the cables
that provide the wireless sig-
nal were down, which could
cause delays in scoring
reports.

Hunter Mahan was at 7-
under 135 and had a two-shot
lead. 

Woods, who had a 68 on
Friday, was five shots
behind.

Several players were hav-
ing breakfast in the dim club-
house at Congressional,
which was getting its power
from a generator.

Tournament officials said
wind from 70 to 80 mph was
reported. 

Several tents were blown
away, including those that
had been set up where shut-
tles dropped off fans, and on
the first and 10th tees.

Saturday tickets would be
honored on Sunday.

But for the play on
Saturday, no one was to be
allowed on the course except
for security, tournament offi-
cials and workers and media.
Players’ families were
allowed.

Eighty players made the
cut, though the tour hoped to
be able to complete the third
round.

Play suspended, fans
kept from course

The news 
is just a

click away!
www.newssun.com
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By STEVE DOUGLAS
Associated Press

WIMBLEDON, England
— American teenager
Sloane Stephens failed in her
bid to reach the fourth round
at a second straight Grand
Slam tournament, losing in
three sets to Sabine Lisicki
of Germany at Wimbledon
on Friday.

The 15th-seeded Lisicki, a
semifinalist here last year,
found some consistency on
her groundstrokes as
Stephens faltered in the final
set to complete a 7-6 (5), 1-
6, 6-2 victory.

The 19-year-old Stephens
was playing in her first
Wimbledon and looking to
repeat her exploits from the
French Open, where she
reached the fourth round in
her best run at a major.

After losing five straight
points from 5-2 up in the
first-set tiebreaker, she
recovered to win five con-
secutive games in a domi-
nant second set thanks to
some clean, whipped win-
ners from the back of the
court. 

However, Lisicki coped
better as the wind picked up
late in the match.

“I definitely wasn’t over-
powered by her,” said
Stephens, who was playing
in front of her mother on
Court 3. “I was 5-2 up in the
first-set tiebreaker. I didn’t
win it and felt, ‘Wow, this is
kind of ridiculous.’ Second
set I played pretty well,
played more aggressive but
the third set got away from
me.”

Stephens’ performances in
the slams over the past
month hint at a bright future.

Although she has missed
out on her main aim of 2012

— making the U.S. team for
the Olympics — the daugh-
ter of former NFL player
John Stephens has risen from
No. 85 at the start of the year
to a current ranking of No.
59, one place behind Venus
Williams. 

She will be ahead of
Venus by the time the new
rankings come out after

Wimbledon.
“At the beginning of the

summer, I wanted so badly to
make the Olympics I just
couldn’t play tennis at all. I
couldn’t focus, couldn’t do
anything,” she said. “Then, I
kind of realized that I should
just work hard, do what I
have to do and I will be
fine.”
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He was the lone member of
the group to break 200 over
the 36 holes, with Andrew
Wally hitting it even with a
101 and 99 for second.

Sam Weber-Callahan fol-
lowed a 106 Thursday with a
much-improved 100 Friday
to finish third, while
Coleman Nelson went 102
and 105 for fourth.

The most crowded group,
the 15-16 Boys was packed
with 17 players, and saw a
big switch among the top
three.

Cole Berger came in with a
strong 76 on Thursday for the
early lead, ahead of Nic
Staffieri’s 78 and Rhett
Pooley’s 82.

But Pooley made the big
turnaround Friday, shooting a
76 himself, with Staffieri
turning in an 83 and Berger
an 86.

That left Pooley with the
win at 158, Staffieri second
at 161 and Berger third with a
162.

“To shoot a 76 on Deer
Run, the toughest course in
the county, is pretty impres-
sive,” Kesling said.

Dustin Baber would finish
fourth with a 166 and Easton
Davis fifth with a 174.

The 17-18 Boys was a bit
less crowded, but no less
competitive, as three strokes
separated the top three finish-
ers.

Jonah Brown held a one-
shot lead after Thursday,
turning in an 85, with Will
Bennett at 86 and Daniel
Miller at 88.

All three came back Friday

and went at the course tooth-
and-nail, fighting for that top
spot.

Brown came out the win-
ner, with a second-day 86,
which actually was matched
by both Bennett and Miller,
to make for a very close con-
test.

Things weren’t quite as
hotly contested in the 14-18
Girls, where wunderkind
Kendall Griffin continued to
roar through the season, tak-
ing her third win in as many
events.

Griffin followed up a
strong 80 on Thursday with a
78 on Friday for a 158 total
and first place.

Sarah Liles went for an 88

Thursday and improved by
five shots with a Friday 83
for second, while Savana
Fisher went 91 and 87 for
third.

Chloe Nelson broke the
200 barrier, shooting a 98
and 96, to take fourth.

It’s a quick turnaround for
the Tour, as they will tee it
off again in the season’s
fourth event Monday at The
Bluffs in Arcadia.

“With the Fourth of July
holiday coming in the middle
of the week, we moved it up
to Monday,” Kesling said.
“With all the goes on with
the holiday, we thought this
would be the best way to get
as many kids able to play.”

Continued from 1D

Golf tour continues Monday

News-Sun photo by DAN HOEHNE
Kendall Griffin floats this chip shot onto the green to help
toward her winning two-day total of 158 to top the Girls 14-
18 grouping.

him.”
Bosh averaged 9.1 points

and 6.1 rebounds while
shooting 77.4 percent from
the field to help the U.S. fin-
ish 8-0 and win the gold
medal in Beijing.

Wade, who has the same
agent as Bosh, said he
learned of his teammate’s
decision Thursday.

“We want him to be
healthy,” Wade said. “I’m
sure it was a tough decision
just like it was for me, even
though there’s only so much I
can do. Tough decision. We
enjoyed our Olympic experi-
ence and the biggest thing is I
enjoyed the camaraderie with
the guys. ... We built a broth-
erhood. We built a bond.” 

Bosh was injured late in
the first half of Game 1 of
Miami’s second-round series
against Indiana. 

He wound up missing nine
games, returning late in the
Eastern Conference title
series against the Boston
Celtics.

Bosh scored 19 points in
Miami’s Game 7 win against
the Celtics, sending the Heat
into the NBA Finals against
the Oklahoma City Thunder. 

Bosh averaged 14.6 points
and 9.4 rebounds in the title
series, with Miami winning
in five games.

The championship com-
pleted an emotional two
months for Bosh, who briefly
left the Heat during their
first-round series against
New York in order to see the

birth of his son. 
He dealt with the injury in

the second round, and he and
his wife mourned the death of
a masseuse they employed
later in the playoffs.

“I think for all of us, espe-
cially for me, everything that
I’ve been through, just fight-
ing, just acting like I don’t
hear stuff, and just having the
perseverance to keep pushing
forward is just a sweet feel-
ing,” Bosh said last week
when the Heat won the title.
“I know a bunch of people
made fun of me and said I
was soft, but you can’t be
soft playing this game.”

Follow Tim Reynolds on Twitter
at
http://www.twitter.com/ByTimR
eynolds

Contiued from 1D

Bosh joins the list of players
not going to Olympics

Associated Press
MILWAUKEE — Aaron

Hill has hit for his second
cycle of the season Friday
night against the Milwaukee
Brewers, becoming the sec-
ond major league player
since 1900 to accomplish the
feat twice in the same year.

The Arizona

Diamondbacks’ second base-
man also singled, doubled,
tripled and homered on June
18 against Seattle.

Brooklyn’s Babe Herman
had two cycles in 1931,
according to STATS LLC.

On Friday night, Hill dou-
bled for his 1,000th hit in the
first and then singled in the

third. 
He hit his 11th home run of

the season, a two-run shot in
the fourth. 

All the hits came off
Milwaukee starter Randy
Wolf.

Hill tripled in the sixth
inning off Livan Hernandez
to complete the cycle.

Diamondbacks’ Hill hits for 
second cycle of season

Get the paper 

delivered to you!
NEWS-SUN •385-6155

American Stephens loses in
3rd round at Wimbledon

MCT photo
Sloane Stephens has a bright future ahead of her, just not
at Wimbledon this year.

    



C M Y K

www.newssun.com News-Sun � Sunday, July 1, 2012 Page 5D

1896
ATHENS
Participating nations: 13
Most medals: Greece (47) 

An idea proposed in 1892 by
Baron de Coubertin of France is

realized, and
the
International
Olympic
Committee is
born.

� The
first victory
in the mod-
ern Olympics
is awarded to
American
James B.

Connolly in the hop, step and
jump.

1900
PARIS
Participating nations: 22
Most medals: France (102) 

Because of poor organization,
more athletes than spectators
attend the five-day event. In fact,
some of the athletes don’t even
realize they’ve participated in the
Olympics. Women make their first
appearance in the modern games.

� Archery makes its first
appearance as an Olympic event,
as do cricket and croquet. Archery
remains in the Olympic lineup —
the other two events do not.

1904
ST. LOUIS
Participating nations: 12
Most medals: United States (238)

The games are originally slated
for Chicago, but St. Louis also
wants them, to be held in conjunc-
tion with the Louisiana Purchase
exhibition. President Theodore
Roosevelt sides with St. Louis,
but the Olympics are lost in the
chaos of the World’s Fair. 

� American George Poage, the
first black athlete to compete in
the games, hurdles to the bronze
in the 440-meter event.

1906
ATHENS
Participating nations: 20
Most medals: France (40)

The Interim Games of 1906
reignite enthusiasm for the
Olympics, but the IOC deems
them unofficial. Record crowds
attend the games.

1908
LONDON
Participating nations: 23
Most medals: Britain (145) 

Originally awarded to Rome,
the games are
reassigned to
Great Britain
when the
Italians back
out for finan-
cial reasons.

� Amer-
ican J.J.
Hayes wins
the marathon,
which is
extended
from 25
miles to the
current stan-
dard of 26.2
miles so the
royal family

has a view of the race.

1912
STOCKHOLM
Participating nations: 28
Most medals: Sweden (65) 

The games enter the modern
age, using electronic timing
devices and a public address sys-
tem for the first time.

� In Greco-Roman wrestling,
the middleweight semifinal match
between Russian Martin Klein and

Finland’s Alfred Asikainen lasts
11 hours. 

1916
BERLIN

In ancient times, wars were
suspended during the games. In
modern times, World War I can-
cels the Olympics.

1920
ANTWERP
Participating nations: 29
Most medals: United States (96)

The Olympics are awarded to
Antwerp as compensation for the
destruction inflicted on Belgians
during World
War I. The
Olympic flag,
with its five
rings, makes
its debut.

� Amer-
ican Charlie
Paddock wins
the 100
meters and
4x100-meter
relay. He is
the first run-
ner to be
called “the
world’s fastest human.”

1924
PARIS
Participating nations: 44
Most medals: United States (99)

The Olympics are becoming
better organized, and all sports are
run by their international govern-
ing organizations. Germany does
not participate.

� Finn Paavo Nurmi wins the
1,500 meters and, two hours later,
wins the 5,000 meters. He goes on
to win five medals at the Paris
Games.

1928
AMSTERDAM
Participating nations: 46
Most medals: United States (56)

The Olympic flame is intro-
duced. For the first time, women
participate in track and field.
Germany returns to the games for
the first time since 1912.

� American Johnny
Weissmuller wins two more golds
to add to his three from 1924. He
later stars as Tarzan in 12 movies.

1932
LOS ANGELES
Participating nations: 37
Most medals: United States (104)

The L.A. Olympics introduce
automatic timing, the photo-finish
camera, the use of the victory
platform at the award ceremonies,
and the playing of the winners’
national anthems.

� Two teams from the United
States play an exhibition game of
American football.

1936
BERLIN
Participating nations: 49
Most medals: Germany (89)

The torch relay brings the
flame to the site of the games for
the first time — 3,000 people
carry it through seven countries.

� Black American Jesse
Owens wins the long jump, 100
meters, 200 meters and 4x100-
meter relay as Nazi leader Adolf
Hitler watches, discrediting his
theory of Aryan supremacy.

1940
HELSINKI

The games are awarded to
Tokyo, but Japan loses them after
invading China. Reawarded to
Helsinki, Finland, the games are
canceled after Soviet troops
invade Finland. 

1944

LONDON
The games are canceled

because of World War II. 

1948
LONDON
Participating nations: 59
Most medals: United States (84)

Following the precedent set
after World War I, aggressor
nations Germany and Japan are
not invited to the Olympics. It is
the first games with participation
by communist countries. 

� U.S. fencer Janice Lee
Romary competes in her first
Olympics. Her last games will be
in 1968. She was the first to
appear in six games, but won no
medals.

1952
HELSINKI
Participating nations: 69
Most medals: United States (76)

The Soviet Union joins the
Olympics for the first time. Sixty-
nine countries participate, setting
a record at the time.

� Hungarian shooter Karoly
Takacs wins the gold medal and
sets a world record while shooting
with his left hand. His right hand
— his pistol hand — had been
shattered by a defective grenade. 

1956
MELBOURNE
Participating nations: 67
Most medals: Soviet Union (98)

The Summer Games run from
Nov. 22 to Dec. 8 because the sea-
sons are reversed in the southern
hemisphere. For the first time,
athletes march together during the
closing ceremony, instead of by
nation, as a sign of global unity.

� American Bob Richards
repeats his Helsinki success and
becomes the only person to win
two golds in the pole vault.

1960

ROME
Participating nations: 83
Most medals: Soviet Union (103)

The pope watches some of the
competition from a window of his
summer residence.

� American Wilma Rudolph
wins triple track gold despite
childhood bouts with polio, dou-
ble pneumonia and scarlet fever
that made her leg nearly useless. 

1964
TOKYO
Participating nations: 93
Most medals: United States (90)

The Tokyo Games are the first
to be held in Asia.

� Australian Dawn Fraser
becomes the first female swimmer
to win a total of eight medals in
three Olympics.

1968
MEXICO CITY
Participating nations: 112 
Most medals: United States (107)

The IOC is enraged when two
American athletes display the
black-power salute during an

awards ceremony. The committee
orders medalists Tommie Smith
and John Carlos to leave the coun-
try.

� Dick Fosbury, an American
high jumper, revolutionizes the
event with his unique “flop” style.

1972
MUNICH
Participating nations: 122 
Most medals: Soviet Union (99)

Terrorism mars the games.
Arab “Black September” extrem-
ists kill 11 Israeli team members.

� American swimmer Mark
Spitz sets a record for the most
medals by an individual at a sin-
gle Olympics: seven golds. The
record will stand until 2008.

1976
MONTREAL
Participating nations: 92 
Most medals: Soviet Union (125)

Poor planning and corruption
result in the games going drasti-
cally over budget. It takes decades
for Canada to pay the debt.

� Romanian gymnast Nadia
Comaneci achieves an Olympic
first by receiving a perfect score
of 10 seven times.

1980
MOSCOW
Participating nations: 81 
Most medals: Soviet Union (195)

The United States leads a 62-
nation boycott in protest of the
Soviet Union’s invasion of
Afghanistan. 

� Cuban heavyweight Teofilo
Stevenson becomes the first boxer
to win three consecutive gold
medals in the same division.

1984
LOS ANGELES
Participating nations: 141  
Most medals: United States (174)

The Soviets lead a revenge
boycott, but more countries attend
the games than ever before — 141
nations with 7,000 athletes. 

� American gymnast Mary
Lou Retton wins gold, silver and
bronze medals. 

1988
SEOUL
Participating nations: 159 
Most medals: Soviet Union (132)

Canadian runner Ben Johnson
is caught using steroids, and sub-
sequent investigations reveal that
substance abuse is widespread.
North Korea and Cuba boycott the
Olympics.

� German cyclist and speed-
skater Christa Luding-
Rothenburger becomes one of few
athletes to win medals in both the
summer and winter Olympics.

1992
BARCELONA
Participating nations: 172
Most medals: Unified Team (112)

The collapsing Soviet Union
participates as the Unified Team.
Individual winners are honored
with the flag of their home repub-
lic. 

� The U.S. basketball “Dream
Team,” made up mostly of top
NBA players, defeats Croatia 117-
85 to capture the gold.

1996
ATLANTA
Participating nations: 197 
Most medals: United States (101)

One woman is killed and 111
people are injured after a bomb
explodes in Atlanta’s Centennial
Olympic Park.

� American gymnast Kerri
Strug competes with a sprained
ankle and helps her team win the
gold. 

2000
SYDNEY
Participating nations: 200
Most medals: United States (97)

Trampoline, tae kwon do and
synchronized diving make their
debuts, as do women’s pole vault,
women’s water polo and women’s
weightlifting.

� Just 17 years old, Australian
Ian Thorpe wins five swimming
medals and breaks his own world
record in the 400-meter freestyle. 

2004
ATHENS
Participating nations: 201
Most medals: United States (102)

The Games returned to Greece,
home of both the ancient
Olympics and the first modern
Olympics.

� German canoeist Birgit
Fischer became the first woman in
any sport to win gold medals in
six different Olympics.

2008
BEIJING
Participating nations: 204
Most medals: United States (110)

Concerns over the pollution
level and the host country’s poor
human rights record were the
leading storylines heading into the
2008 Beijing Games. The games
were marked by an opening cere-
mony featuring nearly 15,000 per-
formers.

� American swimmer Michael
Phelps’ eight gold medals breaks
Mark Spitz’s record for most gold
medals won by an individual in a
single Olympics. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE USOC;  FACTS
FROM “THE OLYMPIC FACTBOOK, ”  IOC,  AND
WWW.SPORTS-REFERENCE.COM.

DAVID C.  TURNLEY/DETROIT FREE PRESS/MCT

United States gymnast Kerri Strug is carried from the medal
stand by coach Bela Karolyi after the United States’ women’s
team was awarded the team gold medal at the 1996 Summer
Olympics in Atlanta. 

Milestones of the Games
L O N D O N  G A M E S

James B.
Connolly

A brief history of the modern Summer Games

J.J. Hayes

Charlie
Paddock

Wilma Rudolph
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