
WASHINGTON — America’s govern-
ment declares “war” promiscuously — on 
poverty, on drugs, on cancer, etc. — except 
when actually going to war, which the 
nation has done often since it last declared 
war (on June 5, 1942, on Romania, Bulgar-
ia and Hungary). But the incipient war du 
jour is being postponed. Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin says the Trump adminis-
tration is “putting the trade war on hold.” 
The one with China, that is. Others can 
continue.

The armistice-before-the-war is good 
news for farmers, who could use some. 
USA Today reports that the net income of 
U.S. farmers has fallen by more than half 
since 2013, to its lowest point since 2006, 
the steepest decline since the Depression. 
For this, blame productive farming around 
the world (supply outpacing demand), rot-
ten weather in America, and perverse gov-
ernment in Washington. China and Mexi-
co, responding to uncertainties caused by 
U.S. indignation (about China selling too 
much to consenting American adults, and 
about NAFTA enabling mighty Mexico to 
exploit America), are finding alternative 
sources of soybeans, pork and beef.

There is nothing like a calamity for 
taking one’s mind off one’s troubles, and 
anti-immigration Republicans have another 
affliction for American farmers. The Wall 

Street Journal reports 
that about half of 
agriculture workers 
are undocumented 
immigrants. Because 
more Mexicans have 
left than entered the 
United States between 
2009 and 2014, the 
immigrant agriculture 
labor force is aging 
— and moving to high-
er-paying construction 
jobs. The Journal: “As farmers struggle to 
find workers, more production has moved 
abroad. Avocado imports have doubled 
over the last eight years while U.S. produc-
tion (measured by acreage) has declined 
by about a quarter. Since 1999, domestic 
production has fallen for oranges (by 36 
percent), grapefruits (61 percent) and as-
paragus (69 percent). Imports of fresh fruits 
and vegetables have swelled. ... This hurts 
workers in related industries like transpor-
tation and food processing.” This is the Re-
publicans’ approach to succoring “victims 
of globalization.”

Mortgage rates have risen to the highest 
level since 2011, they are far from done ris-
ing, and a National Association of Realtors 
economist says that every percentage-point 
increase can reduce home sales 7 to 8 per-

cent. Simultaneously, the administration’s 
protectionism is further increasing the cost 
of homeownership with tariffs on imported 
Canadian lumber (framing lumber is about 
18 percent of the average new home’s sell-
ing price). Bloomberg Businessweek says 
this adds an average of $1,360 to the cost 
of building a single-family home, the price 
of which has risen $6,388 since January 
2017. Steel can sometimes be used as a 
substitute for lumber, except ...

In the 1830s, in Grand Detour, Illinois, a 
young blacksmith designed a self-scouring 
steel plow that could turn the Midwest’s 
heavy black topsoil. John Deere then 
started a company and now his name is on 
big green machines everywhere. Today, 
however, the administration’s steel tariffs 
are causing Deere & Co. to raise prices, 
which will injure its competitiveness, un-
less the demand for American machinery is 
price-inelastic. Perhaps the Trump adminis-
tration’s protectionists, who know so much 
(how much Americans should consume of 
this and that import, and at what prices), 
know this about the machinery market.

Not content with bossing around Amer-
icans, even unto telling them which wash-
ing machines to buy, the administration’s 
protectionists have demanded that Mexico, 
as part of a renegotiated NAFTA, institute 
a $16 minimum wage for Mexican factory 

workers. So, a Republican administration 
purports to know more than Mexico’s labor 
market knows about the proper price of 
Mexican labor. But, then, the last know-it-
all administration so aggressive about con-
trolling wages and prices was Republican 
(Richard Nixon’s).

All this dictating and renegotiating is 
supposed to protect American jobs from 
the menace of NAFTA, which according to 
one of its ardent critics destroyed 1 million 
U.S. jobs in its first 20 years (1994-2014). 
An academic study argues that trade with 
China destroyed 2.4 million jobs between 
1999 and 2011. But Don Boudreaux of 
George Mason University’s Mercatus Cen-
ter says this means it took NAFTA two de-
cades to destroy as many jobs as are erased 
by the normal churning of the American 
job market on average every 18 days. And 
the so-called “China shock” eliminated in 
13 years as many jobs as are eliminated 
by the U.S. economy’s process of creative 
destruction, on average, every 41 days. 
So, if there are to be trade “wars” with 
China and Mexico, they will be launched 
to avenge job “casualties” that are far 
fewer than those routinely inflicted by the 
domestic processes that produce American 
prosperity.

George Will’s email address is 
georgewill@washpost.com.
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ONLINE OPPORTUNITY

Ready to go — 29.2%
Still have a little work to do — 33.3%
Haven’t started — 37.5%

Poll Results (05-18-18)

Question of 
the Week

How prepared are you for the 
upcoming hurricane season?
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Trade wars will avenge only mythical casualties

   

The Suwannee Democrat welcomes letters 
from readers on matters of public interest, 
with the following guidelines:
• Letters must contain your full name, ad-
dress, daytime phone number and city of 
residence. Only your full name and city of 
residence will be published with the letter. 
• Letters must reflect issues of current inter-
est to the general public and be concise. 
• Management has the right to refuse any 
material it believes does not meet stan-

dards of publication. 

You can email letters to 
nf.editorial@gaflnews.com
fax them to 386-364-5578 

or mail them to: Letters to the Editor
Suwannee Democrat

P.O. Box 370, Live Oak, FL 32064

To Submit Letters

Follow us:
facebook.com/suwanneedemocrat
@suwanneedemocra (Twitter)

Suwannee Democrat
www.suwanneedemocrat.com

Jeff Masters, Publisher
jmasters@cnhi.com

Monja Slater, General Manager
monja.slater@gaflnews.com

Grilling out

Heading to the river

Attending a ceremony to 
honor those veterans

What are your 
Memorial Day plans?

The Rant & Rave is for those who want to vent about 
community issues and politics. Some of the comments 
will be published. Private individuals or businesses are 
excluded from comments and will not be published. 
Rants or Raves will not be accepted on candidates or 
ballot issues. They will be treated as a letter to the edi-
tor. You may email your comments to nf.editorial@ga-
flnews.com. Or, simply visit our website at www.suwan-
needemocrat.com, click on the Submit Rant & Rave link 
on the top right and submit your thoughts there. If you 
are using a mobile device, you must click on full site at 
the bottom in order to see the link. You can also call the 
Rant & Rave hotline at 386-208-8314. You don’t have 
to give your name. Phone submissions must be no more 
than one minute long, or exceed 200 words. The same 
word count holds true for written submissions, such as 
email messages. Anything over will be discarded. If the 
constraints are not enough, write a letter to the editor.

n   n   n
i see a lot of bus drivers running yield signs and 

driving to fast
n   n   n

Dr. Walter E. Williams presents various subject 
matters without prejudice.  While he may be biased, 
he supports his statements with supporting references.  
Some just don’t like what is written. 

As far as eradicating liberalism in this country, it 
won’t be possible as long as elected officials continue 
getting votes by offering everyone everything ... at 
governments’ (i. e., taxpayers’) expense.   Those who 
don’t pay income taxes will continue voting for these 
people, so don’t expect liberalism to disappear.

n   n   n
I’m curious to see what the Suwannee County Su-

pervisor of Election’s opinion is of the Bennie Thom-
as issue. I have a business in the City but live in the 
County. If Mr. Thomas can do it, why can’t I? Will 
the newspaper please interview Mrs. Willams about 
this?

n   n   n
Who is responsible for determining if an applicant 

resides in an area and is eligible to run in an election?
n   n   n

It’s unfortunate Larry Sessions is not running again. 
I am thankful of his services as County Commission-
er.

Want to vent? Our 
hotline is open 24/7.

Rant & Rave
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Jamie Wachter, Editor
jamie.wachter@gaflnews.com

To the Graduating 
Classes of Branford 
High and Suwannee 
High Schools:

The Suwannee Coun-
ty School Board and 
your Superintendent 
of Schools extend our 
congratulations to each 
of you for your success 
on completing the edu-
cation requirements to 
receive your high school 
diploma. It is important 

that you realize that 
your diploma is more 
than just a piece of 
paper. It is documenta-
tion of your hard work, 
increased knowledge, 
and certifies that you 
are prepared to enter 
the next journey of your 
life.

Remember that suc-
cess will always require 
hard work, commitment, 
and the ability to work 

with others. You are 
prepared to meet life’s 
future challenges, and 
we wish you the best of 
luck in all of your en-
deavors.

Sincerely,
Ted L. Roush

Superintendent of 
Schools

Jerry Taylor
School Board 

Chairman

Congratulations
Branford, Suwannee graduates


