
By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@

gaflnews.com

The Live Oak City
Administration and Fi-
nance Committee
agreed Friday at a spe-
cial called meeting to
remove the “use it or
lose it” policy regarding
paid time off (PTO).
The committee’s rec-
ommendation, proposed
by City Administrator
Kerry Waldron, will

now go before the Live
Oak City Council for a
final decision. If passed,
city employees will be
able to accrue paid time
off without a cap. How-
ever, if an employee is
terminated or leaves the
city for any reason, the
individual will be paid a
percentage of their ac-
crued time based on
their completed years of
service.
At a city council

meeting in December of
2013, councilors voted
3-2 to place a moratori-
um on the “use it or lose
it” policy for 90 days
for further discussion. 
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BROWN IS STATE CHAMPION
Suwannee High School senior wrestler Shawn Brown is the Class 1A state champion at 160 pounds. 

This is Suwannee's first state champion since 2010. Sports, 1B. Courtesy photo

By Joyce Marie Taylor 
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A Brandon teen was critically
injured after a crash on Interstate
10 in Suwannee County Friday, ac-
cording to the Florida Highway
Patrol.
Reports show that around 10:45

a.m., Kaleigh Mack, 19, Brandon,

was traveling east on I-10 at mile
marker 287, three miles east of US
129, in a 1999 Toyota Camry in the
left lane when for unknown reasons
she swerved toward the median.
The vehicle rotated counter clock-
wise and the front passenger door
crashed into a tree in the median.
Suwannee County Fire Rescue ar-

rived on the scene and had to extri-

cate the driver from the vehicle.
Mack was transported by Air Life 7
of Live Oak to Shands UF Trauma
Center in Gainesville in critical con-
dition, reports state.
According to witnesses at the

scene, there were no obvious rea-
sons or indicators to explain why
the driver swerved from her lane of
travel, FHP said.

The driver in this crash was critically injured Friday on I-10 in Suwannee County. - Photo: Suwannee County Fire Rescue

Teen injured in I-10 crash

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Suwannee County native
Austin Richmond was named
the executive director of the
Suwannee County Chamber of
Commerce last week, according
to Bruce Tillman, chairman of
the Chamber of Commerce
board. Richmond’s first day in
the office was Thursday, Feb.
13. 
Richmond was born on May

13, 1975 to Jim and Roberta
Richmond and was raised in
O’Brien, in South Suwannee
County. He attended Suwannee
County schools and graduated
from Branford High School in
1994. 
Following high school, Rich-

mond packed his bags and
moved to the Palmetto State to
attend the University of South
Carolina. In 1999, Richmond
graduated with a Bachelor of
Science in Business Administra-

tion with a focus on marketing
and management from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina. 
In 2002, he married the love of

his life, Cara, and they have four
children: Zoe, Gavin, Logan and
Jacob.
In Charleston, South Carolina,

Richmond worked as an intern
for the Chamber of Commerce,
assisting in organizing events
and expanding its membership.
From South Carolina, Rich-

mond moved to Gainesville and

later transferred to Jacksonville
Beach during a three year stint
with the American Cancer Soci-
ety, where he held the position as
the special events manager. 
While employed at Everbank

Financial and ABN AMRO in
Jacksonville, for 10 years, Rich-
mond developed important lead-
ership skills and exceptional
customer service skills. Rich-
mond’s ability to solve problems
and be detail oriented also
gained Richmond a respectable

Chamber names new executive director
Austin Richmond brings valuable business experience to post 

RichmondSEE CHAMBER, PAGE 14A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@

gaflnews.com

The Suwannee Coun-
ty Board of County
Commissioners voted
unanimously recently to
adopt a resolution and
accept the terms of a
loan agreement in the
amount of $4.5 million.

The funds will be used
to cover projects per-
formed at the catalyst
site in Northwestern
Suwannee County and
to cover costs associat-
ed with a $3.5 million
lawsuit over the coun-
ty’s breached agreement
with Suwannee Land-
ing.
The loan was ob-

tained through Capital
City Bank. 
According to Chief

Financial Officer Leeta

$4.5 million
loan granted
County to use
funds for
catalyst site,
lawsuit 

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@

gaflnews.com

The Suwannee Coun-
ty School Board held a
community meeting at
Triumph the Church
and Kingdom of God in
Christ on Tuesday, Feb.
11. The purpose of the
meeting was to inform
the public of the board’s
Minority Teacher Re-
cruitment Plan. 
Suwannee County

School Director of Hu-
man Resources, Dr. Bill
Brothers invited long-

FILLING THE GAPS
Minority teacher
recruitment on tap
at recent meeting 

Malinda Jackson James
Ph.D. gives a presenta-
tion to the Suwannee
County School Board
and public regarding
minority teacher 
recruitment. 
- Photo: Andrew McGee  

City committee: Remove
‘use it or lose it’ policy
regarding paid time off

Live Oak Code Enforcement 
Officer Lynn Touchton told the
board she prohibited a local 
resident from washing a car on
CSX property in the city. It was
determined there isn’t an 
ordinance that allows mobile car
washing entities to conduct
business within the city limits. 

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Live Oak City Council di-
rected the Live Oak development
manager recently to review the
city’s land development regulations

CITY: Mobile car washing businesses not allowed
Development manager tasked to find solution. 

and create a proposal that might al-
low mobile car washing businesses
to operate within the city limits.
This request came about after a mo-
bile car washing business was told
to stop from operating in the city.
According to councilor John

Yulee, Willie Ford Jr. of North
Florida Mobile Detailing, ap-
proached him stating Live Oak
Code Enforcement Officer Lynn
Touchton prohibited Ford from
washing a vehicle. 
“The code enforcement officer,

SEE CITY COMMITTEE,
PAGE 15A

w w w . s u w a n n e e d e m o c r a t . c o m

SEE $4.5 Million, PAGE 15A

INSIDE: PAGE 11A
Branford FFA advisor
Stacy Young shares
her recent adventures

Live Oak City Hall.
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 9980 Hwy 90 (at CR49)
 Live Oak, FL 32060

 Wings

 59 ¢

 Open 6am -7pm
 7 Days A Week

 Medical  — North Florida Animal 
 Rescue Health Center is now 
 open for all of your pet’s 
 medical needs.  We are a full 
 service, state-of-the-art medical 
 facility that offers spays and 
 neuters, medical treatments, 
 vaccinations, flea and tick control and 
 so much more.  Contact us at 386-963-1354 
 to schedule your appointment.

 Grooming  — North Florida Animal Rescue now 
 offers full service grooming.  Please contact us at 
 386-963-1295 for more information.

 Adoption  — Come to North Florida Animal Rescue 
 to find your forever friend!  We have many dogs and 
 cats ready for adoption.  
 Please contact us at 386-963-1295 or see our
 website at  www.northfloridaanimalresuce.org
 for more information.

 Pavilion  — North Florida Animal Rescue’s pavilion 
 is available for all of your special events.  Weddings, 
 receptions, birthdays and more. Contact us at 
 386-963-1295 for more information.

 850496

 North Florida Animal 
 Rescue Health Center

� Advertising Manager,
Monja Slater, ext. 105
� Sr. Advertising Representative,
Bill Regan, ext. 160
� Advertising Representative,
Brenda Demarais, ext. 109
� Advertising Representative,
Jennifer Hutchins, ext. 141
� Classified/Legal,
Louise Sheddan, ext. 102
� Telesales Ad Representative,
Nancy Goodwin, ext. 103

T    
   
    

     
      
    

 
    

      
    

       
      

 
        

    
     
  necessarily those of the

m   
 

   
     
      

     
      
      
     
      

       
    
     
   
     

      
    

   
       
       

      
       
     
      

    
   

    
  

HOW TO REACH US
Switchboard, 386-362-1734
Fax, 386-364-5578
Email, nf.editorial@gaflnews.com
Mail, P.O. Box 370
Live Oak, FL 32064
Office, 211 Howard Street East
� Publisher,
Myra Regan, ext. 122

CONTACT US WITH
YOUR COMMENTS

If you have any questions or 
concerns, call us at 386-362-1734 

or visit our Website at 
www.suwanneedemocrat.com

NEWSROOM
� Editor,
Jeff Waters, ext. 131
� Reporter,
Andrew McGee, ext. 132
� Reporter,
Bryant Thigpen, ext. 133
� Reporter,
Joyce Marie Taylor, ext. 130

ADVERTISING

S     

CIRCULATION
� Circulation
Service Hours, M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Subscription Rates,
In-county, $35         Out-of-county, $50

   
  

 
   
  

   
 

   
 

   

   
  

   

The Suwannee Democrat, published
Wednesday and Friday. 
Periodicals postage paid at 
Live Oak, FL 32064. Business located
at 211 Howard Street East, Live Oak,
FL. Publication number 530180. 

“POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to Suwannee
Democrat, PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL
32064.” Annual subscription rate is
$35 in county, $50 out of county and
$50 out of state. Subscribe online at
www.suwanneedemocrat.com.

OFFICE HOURS
Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Letters, comments and opinions on
the Viewpoint & Opinions page are
not  necessarily those of the
management/ownership of the
Suwannee Democrat.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be mailed, faxed or
emailed to our office. All letters are
read. Not all letters are published.
Letters may be edited to fit available
space. The editor should not alter the
writer’s point of view. Well written
letters require less editing. Keep it to
the point, an ideal range is 150 to
200 words. Please include your
name, address and day and evening
phone numbers for verification.
Letters MUST be signed. Letters to
the editor can be limited to one
letter per quarter per individual.

RANT & RAVE HOTLINE
Here's your chance to tell everyone what you
think! Callers may dial 208-8314 and leave a
message to express their thoughts, good or
bad, 24/7 about issues and politics, but not
about private individuals or businesses.If you
prefer, you may email your comments to
jeff.waters@gaflnews.com. Your name is not
required, but you must
adhere to no more than
200 words. 

Suwannee
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SuwanneeCounty Part of  
“The Original Florida”

Arrest Record
Suwannee Democrat

prints the entire arrest
record each week. If your
name appears here and you
are later found not guilty or
the charges are dropped, we
will be happy to make note
of this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is pre-
sented to us by you or the
authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
SCSO-Suwannee County

Sheriff’s Office
LOPD-Live Oak Police

Department
FDLE-Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP-Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC-Florida Wildlife

Commission
DOT-Department of

Transportation
OALE-Office of Agricul-

tural Law Enforcement
P & P-Probation and Pa-

role

USMS-US Marshals Ser-
vice
ATF-Department of Al-

cohol, Tobacco and
Firearms
DOC-Department of

Corrections 
Feb 11, Daniel David

Dennis, 34, 1518 Willow-
branch Road, Jacksonville,
FL, VOP O/C Grand Theft
III: Specified Property,
Bond $5000.00 or $500.00
Cash to P&P: SCSO- A.
Sutton/ T. Ford
Feb 11, Javion Montreal

Dye, 18, 2866 CR 141, Jen-
nings, FL, Retail Theft:
SCSO- M. Henry
Feb 11, Margaret Starr

Healey, 24, 1108 Platt
Street, Live Oak, FL, Fraud
use of Credit Card, Grand
Theft: LOPD- Riggs
Feb 11, Jessica Dawn

Rinehart, 36, 12910 US
Hwy 90 W Lot 137, Live
Oak, FL, Wakulla Cty Wrt:
Failure to Pay Child Sup-

port, Cash Only Purge:
SCSO- T. Smith
Feb 11, Brandy Nicole

Wilson, 29, 4654 85th Rd,
Live Oak, FL, Battery, Bat-
tery Dom/Violence,
Burg/of Conveyance, Petit
Theft: SCSO- K. Descar-
reaux
Feb 12, William Howard

Hunt, 25, 4370 280th St,
Branford, FL, Deal in
Stolen Property, Trespass,
Petit Theft, Deal in Stolen
Property, Trespass, Petit
Theft: SCSO- C. Ferguson
Feb 12, James Clayton

Parrish, Jr., 26, 1207 NW
Ashley Dr, Lake City, FL,
VOP O/C Dealing in Stolen
Property: P&P- S. Schadl-
baur
Feb 12, Justin Robert

Zander, 31, 12019 US Hwy
90 Lot 119, Live Oak, FL,
Reckless Driving W/Prop
Damage, DWLS-2nd Of-
fense, Columbia Co-VOP
O/C DUI: FHP- A. Hughes

Feb 13, Tashana Yvette
Holsey, 34, 15421 US Hwy
129 S, Live Oak, FL, Bat-
tery (Dom Violence):
SCSO- S. Thakor
Feb 13, James Marion

Prescott, 32, 16887 65th
Rd, Wellborn, FL, VOP-
Sudden Snatching-No
Weapon-Orange County
Warrant: SCSO- Cpl. J.
Stout
Feb 14, David Courtney,

20, 5120 Valerie St, Hous-
ton, TX, Poss Oxycodone,
Poss Cocaine, Poss Keta-
mine, Poss Drug Para, 1st
App PD Appt Decker:
DTF- M. Ramirez
Feb 14, Macaully M

Aswad, 21, 4200 59th Ave,
St Pete, FL, Poss Cocaine,
1st App PD Appt Decker:
SCSODTF- B. Barrs
Feb 14, Chandler Doyle

Evans, 19, 1160 Glenbrook
Dr, Franklin, TN, Poss Co-
caine, Poss Controlled Sub,
1st App PD Appt Decker:
DTF- W. Kelly
Feb 14, Robert Leavitt,

50, 1728 Cheryl Dr, Winter
Park, FL, Poss -20
Cannabis, Poss Drug Para:
DTF- D. Brown
Feb 14, Jennifer Sexton,

38, 909 Candlberry Rd, Or-
lando, FL, Poss -20
Cannabis, Poss Drug Para:
DTF- D. Brown
Feb 14, Daniel Henry

Green, 28, 159 Spring St,
Naugatuck, CT, Poss +20G
Cannabis, Poss Drug Para,
1st App PD Appt Per
WFW: SCSO- B. Kastor
Feb 15, David McGuire,

21, 2220 Floral Dr, Boul-
der, CO, Poss +20
Cannabis, Poss WIT Sell
Cocaine, Poss LSD, 1st
App PD Appt Decker: SC-
SODTF- M. Landis
Feb 15, Shelane Roustio,

22, 10625 Wyndlif Dr, Or-
lando, FL, Poss Alprazo-
lam, Poss Clonazepam,
Poss MDMA, Poss -20

SEE ARREST, PAGE 14A

ON THE              SIDEFLIP

877-661-0439877-661-0439

2012 Ford Focus

2008 Chevy Cobalt

2008 Toyota Prius

2001 Ford Ranger XLT

2011 Ford Focus SE

2008 Jeep Liberty Sport

2006 Ford Fusion

$7,500

2003 Mitsubishi Eclipse

$4,000

2010 Hyundai Tucson

$13,000

2006 Toyota Tundra

$11,000

$12,000

$6,500

$11,000

$7,500

$8,500

$9,500
2008 Ford F-150 XLT

2013 Toyota Yaris

2012 Chrysler 200 LX

$12,000

2013 Chevy Impala LTZ

$14,000

$8,500

$12,500
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Jamie Davis and band, Crosstyz Band to
perform this weekend at SOS Music Park 

Crosstyz Band

Nashville recording artist
Jamie Davis and his band
will be in the house at The
Spirit of the Suwannee Mu-
sic Park (SOSMP) Satur-
day, Feb. 22, for a night of

true country music. The
weekend will get underway
Friday, Feb. 21, as Crosstyz
Band of Lake City rocks
the house.
Jamie Davis literally be-

gan his life sleeping in a
guitar case backstage. To-
day he headlines his own
shows. Jamie, a personable
singer, songwriter and gui-
tar player, was destined to
one day be a country artist,
and that he is. Coming from
a large network of North
Florida musicians, sur-
rounded by music from his
mom and dad’s family,
Jamie learned at an early
age he was blessed with the
gift of music. One of his
most memorable moments
is performing for former
president George W. Bush.
That was a great time in
Jamie’s life but also time in
which he was missing his
family. So in 2005 Jamie re-
turned home to North Cen-
tral Florida. Today, he’s
booked solid every week,
performing all over Florida,
including the SOSMP
where he is a regular on the
Music Hall stage. It only
takes once hearing this
band to make you a fan.
Come on out Saturday night
and bring those dancing
shoes, you’re going to need
them all evening.
Lake City’s Crosstyz

Band continues to grow in
popularity as it criss-cross-

es North Florida playing
the band’s brand of country,
Southern rock and more.
Crosstyz has shared the
stage with acts such as Neil
McCoy, Diamond Rio,
Daryl Singletary, George
Jones and Toby Keith to
name a few. This band has
a great sound and energy
that makes it a favorite with
fans. The band has also cre-
ated an interesting side dy-
namic as four of the mem-
bers share careers in EMS.

This band has a great sound
and energy that makes it a
favorite with fans. Come
on out, bring your sweetie
and get out on that dance
floor and show off some
moves Friday, Feb. 21 in
the SOSMP's Music Hall as
Crosstyz kicks off the
weekend.
Doors to the Music Hall

open at 6 p.m., shows begin
at 8 p.m. Come enjoy din-
ner, dancing and great mu-
sic. Free admission.

For more information
about the Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park, call
386-364-1683, email spir-
it@musicliveshere.com or
go to www.musi-
cliveshere.com and see the
dates for all the exciting
events coming up such as
the RV show, SpringFest,
Wanee and more. The Spir-
it of the Suwannee Music
Park is located at 3076 95th
Drive 4.5 miles north of
Live Oak.Jamie Davis

Butterflies are bountiful in North Florida

Saft

By Carolyn Saft
UF/IFAS Extension Suwannee

County Horticulture Agent

There are more than 765
species of butterflies found
in North America north of
Mexico.  Florida boasts over
180 verified butterfly species
representing some 170 native
or newly established species
and 17 tropical vagrants.  We
are so fortunate to have ap-
proximately 125 different
butterflies in North Florida.
Within that mix, around 40
are considered either unique
to the state or occur mostly
within its boundaries. This
diverse butterfly fauna is the
highest of any state east of
the Mississippi River and
helps make Florida a premier
location for butterfly garden-
ers.
Not only do they bring a

smile to our face, they also
play an important ecological
role in our landscapes.  But-
terfly adults help pollinate
our flowers and the larvae
provide food for many other
critters including songbirds.
Most adult butterflies found
in Florida rely on flower nec-
tar for food.  While many
tend to be attracted to a vari-
ety of available brightly-col-
ored blossoms, different but-
terfly species have distinct
color preferences, feeding
behaviors, and proboscis
lengths.  (The butterfly's pro-
boscis is like a long coiled
straw used to sip liquid nec-
tar from flowers.)  These fac-
tors help determine which
flowers a butterfly visits.   As
a rule, small butterflies nec-

tar from small flowers and
large butterflies nectar from
larger ones. Some butterflies
flutter like a hummingbird
while feeding, pausing only
briefly at each flower. They
can often gain access to nec-
tar in long tubular blossoms.
Others rest for some time on
each blossom. A wide mix of
flower colors, shapes, and
sizes provides appealing and
accessible food to a greater
number of butterfly species.
It also makes your garden
more eye-catching.
Some adult butterfly

species rarely or never visit
flowers. They feed instead
on tree sap, or the fermenting
juices from rotting fruit or
plant material, animal dung
(droppings), and dead animal
remains.  It takes all kinds to
make an interesting world.
The funny thing about but-

terfly gardening is that you
must plant larval plants that
the caterpillars will munch
on until they are just little

stubs sticking up from the
ground.  Adult butterflies
will come and visit, but if
you want them to stay you
must have their favorite host
plant for their larvae to feed
on.  We suggest that you tuck
and mix these larval plants in
with evergreen and flower-
ing plants so that you don’t
have a mass of half eaten
plants in one area.  Adult
butterflies will not lay their
eggs just anywhere so larval
host plants must be tailored
to individual butterfly
species that you are trying to
attract.  So…, unless you
have acres of land at your
disposal, you will need to be
selective in your plant choic-
es.
There are few things more

enjoyable than watching a
child chase butterflies or
when they view a new but-
terfly emerge from a pupae,
it really opens their eyes to
the wonders of nature.  Since
many of our youth spend
limited time outside, butter-
fly gardening offers an inter-
active opportunity to engage
kids in learning about sci-
ence and our natural envi-
ronments.  The North Amer-
ican Butterfly Association
(NABA) has a butterfly
checklist you can download
from their website and also
holds events to count butter-
flies annually.   There is a
North Florida Chapter that is
available for specific infor-
mation to our area.  Another
idea is to take a day trip
down to Gainesville to the
Butterfly Rainforest where
live butterflies are fluttering

around a large atrium filled
with butterfly plants.  While
visiting there, you might get
lucky and have butterflies
land on you if you hold still
long enough or are wearing
the right perfume.  
The UF/IFAS Extension

Suwannee County Master
Gardeners will be hosting a
workshop, “Attracting But-
terflies to Your Yard” on
March 13, 2014 from
9:00am-11:30 am at Her-
itage Park and Gardens.  For
more information about the
workshop or to get a publi-
cation about Butterfly Gar-
dening, please contact Car-
olyn Saft
(csaft318@ufl.edu), Pam
Burke  (peburke@ufl.edu),
or Kasey Bass (kasey-
bass@ufl.edu)  call 362-
2771,   
The University of Florida

is an equal opportunity insti-
tution.  Information for this
article was taken from “But-
terfly Gardening in Florida”
by Jaret C. Daniels, Joe
Schaefer, Craig N. Huegel,
and Frank J. Mazzott.

Congressman
Yoho to visit 

Congressman Ted Yoho will be speaking at the Woman’s
Club of Live Oak on March 7 from 12-1 p.m. The public is
invited to attend but seating is limited. Please RSVP by
March 5 by calling Janet Airth at 386-362-4915.

Will be at Woman’s Club
of Live Oak March 7

Suwannee Relay for Life car show
Saturday, March 29 at South Oaks Square, 1528 S. Ohio Ave., Live Oak. All

proceeds go to Relay for Life. Registration is from 9-11 a.m. Judging is at 2:30
p.m. and awards are at 3 p.m. Save $ and pre-register before March 14. Good-
ie bags for the first 50 paid registrations. All cars, trucks are welcome. New,
muscle, street rods, antiques, imports and others. 
Activities include a Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office K9 demonstration;

kids finger painting; armored SWAT tactical vehicle; door prizes; food; enter-
tainment; 50/50 raffle and a silent auction. 
For more information on how to register, call 386-590-2232 or email lone-

somdovejr@windstream.net

Extension update



SHS class of ’74 
40th reunion 

Who:       Graduates and Teachers
When:     Date in July 2014, TBD
Contact:  jerngracetom@live.com
Facebook Page:
Suwannee High School Live Oak Fl 
1974 Reunion. 
Cell Phone:  478-394-1021
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The following couples
applied for a marriage
license the week of 
Feb. 10-14, 2014:

Toderick Jaquez Franks to Brittany Shada Smith

Melvin Clarence Gandy Jr. to Jennifer Lynn Wilson

Phillip Andrew Vester to Alexandria Lynn Fenner

Tanner Bennett Fore to Courtney Cheyenne Hayes

Marriage licenses

50th  Wedd ing
Anniv e r sary
Ce l e b ra t i on

f o r  Ted  and  Vera
Stan l ey

Please  join our family on this joyous

occasion when our parents, Ted and Vera

Stanley celebrate fifty years of marriage at

a reception in their honor on Sunday, Feb.

23, 2014. 

Drop in between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. at

the Branford Shrine Club. No presents

please, your presence is our gift.

Moore speaks at Altrusa meeting 

Dr. Edwin Moore   Courtesy photo

Dr. Edwin Moore, med-
ical director of emergency
department for Shands Live
Oak Regional Medical Cen-
ter, was the guest speaker
during the Altrusa Interna-
tional of Live Oak meeting
of Feb. 13. Dr. Moore's sub-
ject was one of great inter-
est as the topic was
"Women's Heart Disease
and Prevention". He indi-
cated that heart attacks are
the number one killer of
women in the USA. He em-
phasized that women need
to take proactive steps in
preventing heart disease.
He highlighted the risks in-
volved as well as the steps
women need to take to
overcome those risks and
the need to make their
health a top priority! Lastly,
to learn the warning signs
and call 911, do not drive
yourself, if you feel you
may be having a heart at-
tack. Don't be embarrassed

Tour campus, apply for admission & financial aid

MADISON, FL – North
Florida Community College
invites the public to its
NFCC PREVIEW event on
Saturday, March 1 from 9
a.m.-12 p.m. This annual
event allows the community
to explore NFCC all in one
informative and fun-filled
day.

Highlights of the day in-
clude an Academic and Stu-
dent Resource Expo in the
Colin P. Kelly Fitness Center,
campus tours, scholarship
drawings, financial aid appli-
cation assistance, and oppor-
tunities to explore NFCC de-
gree and certificate programs
and talk with program in-
structors and advisors.    

As an incentive to enroll

Experience NFCC:

All invited to
NFCC preview
Saturday, March 1

early for NFCC’s 2014 sum-
mer and fall terms, high
school seniors and all first
time college applicants who
complete an admissions ap-
plication at NFCC PRE-
VIEW pay no application fee
– applying to NFCC is com-
pletely free on Saturday,
March 1; a $20 savings. 

NFCC staff will also be on
hand to assist future students
complete the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA). Visit
www.nfcc.edu/experience-
nfcc for a complete list of in-
formation needed to com-
plete the FAFSA.

Entertainment includes a
free concert featuring two
bands - J n’Dem and Mid-
night Rain – from 9 a.m.-12
p.m. as well as a variety of
educational presentations
and displays throughout the
day.  

NFCC PREVIEW is open
to anyone interested in at-
tending NFCC or finding out
more information about the
college and its many pro-
grams and offerings. For
more information contact the
NFCC Office of Recruit-
ment and Student Develop-
ment at (850) 973-1628 or
mauldinm@nfcc.edu. More
information is also available
at www.nfcc.edu/experi-
ence-nfcc.  
NFCC PREVIEW HIGH-
LIGHTS 
INCLUDE: 

1. MEETwith college ad-
visors, program faculty and
college staff
2. TOUR the beautiful

NFCC campus
3. EXPLORE college

programs and offerings
4. FREE APPLICA-

TION FOR ADMISSION

for Summer/Fall 2014 (save
$20)
5. ENTER TO WIN

SCHOLARSHIPS for
Summer/Fall 2014 
6. APPLY FOR FINAN-

CIAL AID—Complete the
Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) with
the help of College financial
aid professionals. Comple-
tion of the FAFSA is the re-
quired first step for consider-
ation for ALL types of finan-
cial aid including scholar-
ships.
7. COMPLETE the FAF-

SA4caster to get an estimate
of your financial aid eligibil-
ity before you actually apply
to college (an excellent tool
for families with students
who are juniors in high
school).
8. ENJOY live music, ed-

ucational presentations and
more!

if it turns out to be a false alarm, it is best to err on the side of caution. 
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OBITUARIES

Gene Johnson
Jan. 19, 1942
Feb. 16, 2014

Gene Johnson, age
72, of Live Oak,
Fla. passed away

Sunday morning, Feb. 16,
2014 at his home.  He was
a native and life long resi-
dent of Live Oak working
for Columbia Grain & In-
gredients, Inc. as an Inde-
pendent Truck Driver. He
served in the Florida Na-
tional Guard for six years.
Gene was a thoughtful,
courteous, southern gen-
tleman with a kind heart.
He had taken up playing
golf a little over five years
ago and absolutely loved
it. He won the first golf
tournament he ever played
in, the Westwood Baptist
Church Tournament. He
spent his free time an-
tiquing and attending yard
sales. Gene enjoyed truck
restoration and his passion
was fully restoring a 1936
Dodge Pickup Truck. 
He was a wonderful,

loving husband, father and
grandfather who enjoyed
spending time with his
family.  He was a member
of the Westwood Baptist
Church and the Fishermen
Sunday School Class.
He is survived by his

wife, Jean Johnson, Live
Oak; one daughter, Lisa
Mills, Live Oak; one son,
Jay (Ronda) Johnson, Live
Oak; one brother, Larry
(Gail) Johnson, Live Oak;
three grandchildren and
one great grandchild.
Visitation was held

Tuesday evening from 5 to
7 p.m. at the funeral home.
Funeral services will be

held,11 a.m., Wednesday,
Feb. 19, 2014 in the West-
wood Baptist Church with
Dr. Jimmy Deas officiat-
ing. Internment will follow
in the Live Oak Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers contri-

butions may be made to
Bosom Buddies or Team
Buckaroos/Relay for Life,
13037 97th Road, Live
Oak, Fla. 32060.
Please sign the guest-

book at www.harrisfuner-
alhomeinc.net.
Harris Funeral Home &

Cremations, Inc., Live
Oak, Fla. 386-364-5115 is
in charge of all arrange-
ments.

Royce Leaton Morgan
March 3,1931
Feb. 14, 2014

Royce Leaton
Morgan, age 82,
of Day, Fla.,

passed away peacefully at
home after a lengthy ill-
ness.
Funeral services were

Sunday, Feb. 16, 2014 at 3
p.m. at Beggs Funeral.
Burial was in Bethel Creek
Cemetery, Lafayette
Country, Fla.  The family
received friends one hour
prior to the service at the
Funeral Home.
He was born in Mayo,

Fla. on March 3,1931, the
son of T.L. Morgan and
Ruth Stubbs Morgan.  He
was a life long resident of
Day, Fla.  He was em-
ployed by the State of Fla.,
Department of Transporta-
tion for 28 years.  He was
of the Baptist faith and at-
tended the First Baptist
Church of Dowling, Park,
Fla. He was a life member
of the Day Masonic
Lodge, having received his
60 year pin a few months
ago.  He was also a mem-

ber of the Woodman of the
World.  He served two
years in the Army during
the Korean War. Before his
illness he enjoyed hunting,
fishing and raising Bob
White quail.
He is survived by his

wife of 51 years, Deloris
Herrin Morgan of Day,
Fla. One brother Harvey
Morgan and his wife
Louise.  A special nephew,
Luke Mosley.  A sister in
law Dorothy Hines and
many nieces and nephews.
Beggs Funeral Home

Madison Chapel, 235 NW
Orange Ave., Madison,
Fla. 32340 850/973-2258
Fax: 850/973-4716 Madis-
onchapel@embarqmail.co
m in charge of all arrange-
ments.

Jesse I. Wood, Jr.
April 3, 1923
Feb. 15, 2014

Jesse I. Wood, Jr.,
90, passed away
Saturday Feb. 15,

2014 in the VA Hospi-
tal  Lake City, Fla.
Mr. Wood was born

April 3, 1923 in Branford,
Fla. and lived most of his
life in this area. He was a
University of Florida
Graduate majoring in agri-
culture, he retired from the
Farmers Home Adminis-
tration as Assistant Dis-
trict Supervisor, a Past
Master and 50 plus year
member of Branford Ma-
sonic Lodge No. 130
F&AMA US Army Veter-
an of WWII, a member
and Senior Deacon of
Branford First Baptist
Church. 
He and his wife, Devan-

da  J. “Dee” Wood who
passed away in 2009 were
married 60 years.
Survivors include, one

daughter, Donna & Larry
Shipley of Branford, Fla .,
0ne son, Jesse I. “Rusty”
Wood, III & Susan of St.
Petereburg, Fla., two
brothers, Ken Wood of
Live Oak, Fla., and Carl
Wood of Perry, Fla., four
grandchildren, Shane
Shipley, Shelly Shipley,
Jesse I. Wood, IV, Janessa
Wood. three great grand-
children, Lydia Fathers,
Everett Shipley and
Olyvia Shipley .
Funeral services will be

conducted Thursday, Feb.
20, 2014 at 1: p.m. in the
First Baptist Church of
Branford with Rev. Eddie
Blalock and Rev. Gordon
Keller officiating . Inter-
ment will follow in Walker
Creek – Bethel Baptist
Church Cemetery,
Lafayette County, with
Masonic Grave Rites. Vis-
itation will be held
Wednesday evening 5 - 7
p.m. at the funeral home.
Please sign the guest book
a t
danielsfuneralhome.com 
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc., of Live
Oak and Branford, Fla. in
charge of arrangements.

Michael Eugene 
Jenkins, Sr.
Dec. 29, 1951
Feb. 11, 2014

Michael Eugene
Jenkins, Sr.,
62, passed

away Tuesday, Feb. 11,
2014 at the Veterans Ad-
ministration Hospital in
Lake City, Fla. He was
born Dec. 29, 1951 to
Charles E. Jenkins and
Goldie Cook-Jenkins in
Jacksonville, Fla. He

loved music and playing
the drums, as well as,
making people laugh.
Michael was a loving and
proud Father and Son. 
Michael is preceded in

death by his Mother,
Goldie Cook-Jenkins and
his Sister, Donna K. Un-
derwood. 
Mr. Jenkins is survived

by his Father: Charles E.
Jenkins, Brother: James E.
Jenkins, Sr. (Susan),
Daughter: Tonya D. Nix,
Son: Michael E. Jenkins,
Jr. (Barbara), four Grand-
children, Taylor Kintz,
Larry M. Jenkins, Caydon
Mann, Destiny Hewiett,
one Great Grandson Blane
Jenkins, two Nephews:
Michael A. Jenkins, James
E. Jenkins, Jr. and one
Niece: Malisa Grest. 
A Memorial Service

will be scheduled at a later
date. 
Arrangements trusted to

ICS Cremation & Funeral
Home, 357 NW Wilks
Lane Lake City, Florida.
386-752-3436 www.icsfu-
neralservices.com 

Tracy Marie Deas
Feb. 12, 2014

Tracy Marie Deas,
42, a resident of
Live Oak, Fla.

passed away Feb. 12,
2014.
Mrs. Deas was a life-

long resident of Suwannee
County.  She was of the
Baptist faith.  She was em-
ployed with the Dept. of
Corrections after sixteen
years of service and had
retired in 2013.  She loved
spending time with her
family and friends and
was a devoted wife, moth-
er and grandmother.  She
was a graduate of Suwan-
nee High School Class of
1989.
Survivors include her

husband, Charles Deas,
Live Oak, Fla., her daugh-
ter: Brooke Nicole Deas,
Live Oak, Fla. two sons:
Charles Tyler (Alex) Deas
and Phillip Kyle Deas
both of Live Oak, Fla.
Her mother and father:
Phillip and Janet Northrup
Higdon, Live Oak, Fla.
Two Brothers: James
“Jimmy” Higdon, White
Springs, Fla. and Scotty
Higdon, Live Oak,
Fla. One grandchild,
Charles Mason Deas, Live
Oak, Fla.
Funeral services were

conducted Tuesday Feb.
18, 2014 at 3 p.m. in the
Chapel of Dees-Parrish
Family Funeral Home.  In-
terment followed in the
Live Oak City Cemetery,
Live Oak, Fla. The family
received friends Tuesday
Feb. 18, 2014 from 1 - 3
p.m. just prior to the ser-
vice at the funeral home.
Arrangements were under
the direction of Dees-Par-
rish Family Funeral
Home, 458 S. Marion Ave.
Lake City, Fla. 32025.
Please sign the guestbook
at www.parrishfamilyfu-
neralhome.com.

Eleanor Frances Smith
Chandler

June 10, 1933
Feb. 11, 2014

Eleanor Frances
Smith Chandler,
80, of Jack-

sonville, Fla., passed away
on Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2014.
Eleanor was born June 10,
1933, in Jacksonville, to
the late Clyde O. Smith
and the late Frances
Wetherington. 
Eleanor was preceded in

death by her husband, Col.
Harold Kimball Chandler.
Eleanor is survived by her
three loving children—her
son Hal Chandler, and two
daughters, Fran Hill and
Angie Cook—and by
eleven grandchildren and
two great grandchildren. 
Eleanor obtained a

bachelor’s degree from
The University of Georgia
and a master’s from Nova
Southeastern University.
Eleanor was a school
teacher for many years. As
an Army wife she lived in
Georgia, Japan, Massa-
chusetts, Texas, and Vir-
ginia. After her husband’s
retirement they lived in
Live Oak, Fla.; Tokyo,
Japan; Sydney, Australia,
and Topeka, Kansas be-
fore settling in Jack-
sonville. Eleanor was a
long-time member of First
Baptist Church of Jack-
sonville. Her faith in
Christ was real to her,
which she demonstrated
by the way she raised her
children and by the impact
she had on her family and
friends and community.
All of her children and
grand-children have ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as
their personal Lord and
Savior. She shared her
faith though many min-
istries including leader-
ship in Baptist Women’s
Missionary Union, Girls
in Action, Sunday School,
and home Bible studies.
She was a great story-
teller, who kept her grand-
children up late with cre-
ative tales and fun stories.
Her sweetness, joy, and
laughter will be long-re-
membered. 
The family would like

to express its appreciation
for the wonderful commu-
nity of caregivers at Clare
Bridge, the dedicated ser-
vants of Northeast Florida
Community Hospice, and
the loving ministers and
members of First Baptist
Church of Jacksonville. 
A visitation was held on

Tuesday, Feb. 18 from 6-8
p.m. in Hardage-Giddens
Funeral Home of Man-
darin. A memorial service
will be held in Maryland
and the interment will be
in Arlington National
Cemetery at a date and
time to be determined. 
Arrangements are under

the care and direction of
Hardage-Giddens Funeral
Home of Mandarin, 11801
San Jose Blvd. Jack-
sonville, Fla. 32223.
www.hgmandar in .com
(904) 288-002

Ezekiel Brown
Feb. 12, 2014

Ezekiel Brown a
resident of Live
Oak, Fla. passed

away Feb. 12, 2014 in
Suwannee Health Care
Center. 
Mr. Ezekiel Brown is

survived by five children:
Ronnie Brown, Lonnie
Brown, Katrina Pridgen,
Ezekiel Jr. and Marvetta
Brown and many other
relatives and friends.
Funeral service for Mr.

Ezekiel Brown will be
held in the Bethlehem
A.M.E. Church Saturday,
Feb. 22, 2014 at 2:30 p.m.
Visitation for family and
friends will be held Fri-
day, Feb. 21, 2014 in the
Udell Funeral Home
Chapel from 5:30 - 7:30
p.m. Burial will be in the
Bakerville Cemetery.
D.M. Udell and Sons is

in charge of all arrange-
ments. Call D.M. Udell
and Sons at 386-362-4189
or cell 386-209-0223 Dou-
glas M. Udell L.F.D. and
Douglas M. Udell II
L.F.D.

Vernon Joseph Bird, II
July 27, 1947
Feb. 12, 2014

Vernon Joseph
Bird, II, 66, of
Live Oak, passed

away on Feb. 12, 2014 at
his residence following an
extended illness. Mr. Bird
was born in New Orleans,
LA. on July 27, 1947 to
the late Vernon Joseph
Bird, Sr. and Etelle Oller

Bird. He lived most of his
life in Bell Chase, LA.
having lived in Live Oak
since 2005. Mr. Bird was a
very Kind and generous
man; and loved to fish.
Mr. Bird was the owner
and operator of a tandem
trucking company; He was
of the Full Gospel faith. 
Mr. Bird is survived by

his loving wife: Brenda
Wilson Bird of Live Oak;
three sons: Darryl Bird of
Harvey, LA.; Gerald Bird
(Kim) of Grenta, LA. and
Nicholas Bird (Tasha) of
Bell Chase, LA.; four
daughters: Monica Meaux
of Metarie, LA.; Laura
Bird-Leaber of Bell
Chase, LA.; Catherine
Signorelli of Youngsville,
LA. and Angela Collins of
Live Oak; sister: Elaine
Lombardo (A.J.) of Myrtle
Grove, LA. Seventeen
grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren along
with many other extended
family members also sur-
vive. 
At this time there are no

services scheduled for Mr.
Bird. Arrangements are
under the care and direc-
tion of the Dees-Parrish
Family Funeral Home,
458 S. Marion Ave., Lake
City, Fla., 32025. Please
sign the online guestbook
at www.parrishfamilyfu-
neralhome.com.

Yannick Dave Lachance
Feb. 12, 2014

Yannick Dave
Lachance, 29,
Branford, Fla.

passed away on Wednes-
day, Feb. 12, 2014.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc. , Live
Oak & Branford, Fla.

Lois Leming
Feb. 12, 2014

Lois Leming, 75,
Live Oak, Fla.
passed away on

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2014.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc. , Live
Oak & Branford, Fla.

Julia Arbour
Feb. 11, 2014

Julia Arbour, 75,
Live Oak, Fla.
passed away on

Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2014.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc. , Live
Oak & Branford, Fla.

DEATH
NOTICES
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MYRA C.  REGAN
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JEFF WATERS
Editor

Members of the Suwannee Democrat 
editorial board are Myra C. Regan, publisher, and

Jeff Waters, editor. Our View is formed by that board.

BIBLE VERSE
“For I am convinced that neither death
nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Romans 8:38-39 NIV

1. Revitalize downtown Live Oak.

2. Continue work on Perimeter Road. 

3. Continue developing catalyst site. 

4. Update our LDRs and comp. plan to
better protect resources and plan for growth.

5. Wise use of tax dollars. 

Editorial objectives for 2014

Letters must contain your full name, address, daytime phone number and city of residence. Letters must reflect issues of current interest to
the general public and be concise. Management has the right to refuse any material that it believes does not meet standards of publication.

Send submissions to: nf.editorial@gaflnews.com or Suwannee Democrat, PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL 32064.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Evil acts are given an aura of
moral legitimacy by noble-sound-
ing socialistic expressions, such
as spreading the wealth, income
redistribution, caring for the less
fortunate, and the will of the ma-
jority. Let's have a thought exper-
iment to consider just how much
Americans sanction evil.

Imagine there are several elder-
ly widows in your neighborhood.
They have neither the strength to
mow their lawns, clean their windows and perform other
household tasks nor the financial means to hire someone to
help them. Here's a question that I'm almost afraid to ask:
Would you support a government mandate that forces you
or one of your neighbors to mow these elderly widows'
lawns, clean their windows and perform other household
tasks? Moreover, if the person so ordered failed to obey the
government mandate, would you approve of some sort of
sanction, such as fines, property confiscation or imprison-
ment? I'm hoping, and I believe, that most of my fellow
Americans would condemn such a mandate. They'd agree
that it would be a form of slavery -- namely, the forcible use
of one person to serve the purposes of another.

Would there be the same condemnation if, instead of
forcing you or your neighbor to actually perform weekly
household tasks for the elderly widows, the government
forced you or your neighbor to give one of the widows $50
of your weekly earnings? That way, she could hire someone
to mow her lawn or clean her windows. Would such a man-
date differ from one under which you are forced to actual-
ly perform the household task? I'd answer that there is little
difference between the two mandates except the mecha-
nism for the servitude. In either case, one person is being
forcibly used to serve the purposes of another.

I'm guessing that most Americans would want to help
these elderly ladies in need but they'd find anything that
openly smacks of servitude or slavery deeply offensive.
They might have a clearer conscience if all the neighbors
were forced (taxed) to put money into a government pot. A
government agency would then send the widows $50 to
hire someone to mow their lawns and perform other house-
hold tasks. This collective mechanism makes the particular

victim invisible, but it doesn't
change the fact that a person is be-
ing forcibly used to serve the pur-
poses of others. Putting the money
into a government pot simply con-
ceals an act that would otherwise
be deemed morally depraved.

This is why socialism is evil. It
employs evil means, confiscation
and intimidation, to accomplish
what are often seen as noble goals
-- namely, helping one's fellow

man. Helping one's fellow man in need by reaching into
one's own pockets to do so is laudable and praiseworthy.
Helping one's fellow man through coercion and reaching
into another's pockets is evil and worthy of condemnation.
Tragically, most teachings, from the church on down, sup-
port government use of one person to serve the purposes of
another; the advocates cringe from calling it such and pre-
fer to call it charity or duty.

Some might argue that we are a democracy, in which the
majority rules. But does a majority consensus make moral
acts that would otherwise be deemed immoral? In other
words, if the neighbors got a majority vote to force one of
their number -- under pain of punishment -- to perform
household tasks for the elderly widows, would that make it
moral?

The bottom line is that we've betrayed much of the moral
vision of our Founding Fathers. In 1794, when Congress
appropriated $15,000 for relief of French refugees who had
fled from insurrection in San Domingo to Baltimore and
Philadelphia, James Madison rose on the floor of the House
of Representatives to object, saying, "I cannot undertake to
lay my finger on that article of the Constitution which
granted a right to Congress of expending, on objects of
benevolence, the money of their constituents." Tragically,
today's Americans -- Democrat or Republican, liberal or
conservative -- would hold such a position in contempt and
run a politician like Madison out of town on a rail.
Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at George

Mason University. To find out more about Walter E.
Williams and read features by other Creators Syndicate
writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com. 

OPINION

A
MINORITY

VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2014 Creators Syndicate

~~

Concealing evil

FROM OUR READERS

Letter and Rant & Rave guidelines on elections
Qualifying for the city of Live Oak election in May is

noon Monday, March 17 through noon March 21. The elec-
tion will be held May 6 with a run-off, if needed, on June
10. Up for grabs are positions of the mayor, city council
seats for Districts 1 and 4 and city clerk. The following
guidelines are for this and every election. 

1. Letters from a candidate will be treated as a press re-
lease and will be reported as a story, with balance when
needed. 

2. Letters from the general public should stick to the is-
sues and positions on issues and qualifications of the can-
didates. No name-calling or abusive language will be ac-
cepted.  

3. Letters must be 250 words or less on letters support-
ing, endorsing or criticizing candidates. 

4. Only two letters per month will be allowed from the
same person.

5. Letters regarding ballot issues other than candidates
will be treated as letters of interest to the general public. 

6. The deadline for letters on elections and ballot issues
is noon Monday one week before an election for final pub-
lication on Wednesday, six days before an election. 

7. Rants or Raves will not be accepted on candidates.
They will be treated as a letter to the editor. 

8. This newspaper reserves the right to decline publica-
tion of any letter it believes does not meet standards of pub-
lication. 

Dear editor,
Instead of being worried about what kind of companies

may want to invoke their “by right” to locate to Suwannee
County, Suwannee County should decide which kinds of
companies that we want to be here and invite them to
come.  

We should be proactive in pursuing the right companies
for Suwannee County, and then Suwannee County can
grow on our own terms without affecting the integrity of
our unique community. Suwannee County should create its
own destiny and make it a reality. We can keep Suwannee
County the paradise that we love while providing growth
and opportunities for our children. 

The key is to agree on the kind of growth and opportuni-
ties that we want as a community and put the right group of
individuals in place that will work with the best interests of
our county in mind and not their own political and person-
al agendas. If we do not proactively pursue companies to
locate in our community, we will always be subject to any
kind of company trying to invoke their “by right” to be here
even if against the will of the people.  

Create a vision for Suwannee County
and make it happen on our own terms.

Cindy Robinson
Live Oak

Dear editor,
Another tragic accident at the junction

of CR 137 and US 90. Two days after the
re-striping was done.

I live and work in Wellborn and cross
this intersection a minimum of two times
a day, seven days a week. I am very glad
that the lines have been redone. However,
who in their right mind decided to put the
double yellow lines curving to the right as
the Northbound lane of CR 137 stops at
US 90?

I have not only seen a lot of crashes
there, but at least three “close calls” per
week. People pull up to US 90 (going
North), way over on the right side and
then either go across US 90, or even
worse, turn left heading to Live Oak. All

because of these bent lines!
On the other side of US 90, on CR 137, heading south,

the double yellow lines are straight where they stop at US
90. That doesn't stop people from pulling far to the right. As
I try to cross US 90, these people pass me on the right try-
ing to go straight across US 90 or even turning left to head
to Lake City.

In all my decades of driving in the USA and overseas, I
have never seen such insane behavior. I even asked the
crew painting the lines why they were curved. Their an-
swer: "we just pained it the way the old ones were". Great
answer, huh?

Ron Bussiere
Retired engineer

Wellborn

From a reader,
Congratulations to our local Dairy Queen for being se-

lected as winner of corporate's Queen's Champion Award!
We are blessed to have them in Live Oak! 

Tom Burnett  

The Live Oak chief of police position has
been the center of discussion for several
weeks now as the Live Oak Charter Review
Committee and the Live Oak City Council
discussed whether or not to amend the char-
ter to make the position of police chief an
elected post or keep it as an appointed posi-
tion, as it currently is. The council voted last
week 3-2 to put it on the May ballot to let
the people decide. However, the measure
still has to pass two public readings before
it’s final.

Councilman John Yulee brought the mat-
ter up at the city council meeting on Feb. 11,
stating an appointed position is showing
“favoritism.”

According to Yulee, the definition of fa-
voritism is “unfair treatment to some people
or showing special favor to someone.” 

We believe the chief of police position has
been shown favoritism recently: unfair
treatment.

The only elected officials in the city of
Live Oak government are the five city coun-
cilmen, the mayor and the city clerk.

Besides the police chief position, the city
administrator, Live Oak fire chief, finance
director and public works director are all ap-
pointed positions. Why weren’t they includ-
ed in discussions to be elected positions?

At a previous council meeting, two rec-
ommendations were presented to the coun-
cil from the Live Oak Charter Review Com-
mittee, one which supported placing the po-
sition on the ballot, and one that opted for it
to remain appointed. The council agreed to
take each recommendation under review. 

Qualified concerns
Yulee further stated, “An appointed posi-

tion is considered favoritism ... It should be
open for anyone to run for chief of police.”

According to the Supervisor of Elections
office, the only requirement to be a candi-
date for a city or county office is they must
be a registered voter. However, with an ap-
pointed position, a pool of candidates are in-
terviewed and the individual thought to be
most qualified is selected by a panel of five
members to hold the position. The appoint-
ed person must also answer to those five; an
elected person would not have to. 

We believe the recommendation to
change the police chief position to an elect-
ed position was not in the best interest of the
city.

In the words of Yulee, “We are not in the
business to show favoritism to anyone.”

Police chief
should not
be elected 

 
The Democrat 
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UF/IFAS Extension 2014 Program Plans

Sowerby

By Mary Sowerby
UF Regional Dairy Extension

The year 2014 is well un-
derway as are many pro-
grams being planned at the
University of Florida/Insti-
tute of Food and Agricul-
tural Sciences/Suwannee
County Extension Office.
We would like to share
some of our “resolution”
programming for 2014,
starting with our youth.

Each agent allocates
from five to nearly 100 per-
cent of their time to youth
development programs.  4-
H Agent Brian Estevez
leads the charge in helping
youth “Make their best bet-
ter” (the 4-H motto).  Every
agent is involved in one or
more summer camps (open
to all students from 8 to 18)
and/or the Fall Harvest Fes-
tival.  Mr. Brian cooks up a
new “From Farm to Table”
camp every year and has re-
solved to surprise campers
with another fun learning
adventure in agri- or aqua-
culture this year.  

Horticultural agent Car-
olyn Saft has been amazing
students the past couple of
years with her creative
“Bug Camps”.  In 2014 she
has resolved to change
species and hold a “Doggie
Day Camp” instead.  If
your children love dogs,
they will love this week of
camp.  

Prior years’ Trash to
Treasure Camp instructor
Katherine Allen (Family
and Consumer Sciences
Agent) has resolved to
teach students smart “be
your own boss” business
tactics this year in Entre-
preneurship Camp.  It
should be an amazing ad-
venture.  

Family and Consumer
Sciences Agent Cathy
Rogers is specializing her
ever popular sewing camps
this year into a “Quilt in a
Week” Camp.  This should
be a real treat for her stu-

dents as Ms. Cathy shares
her talent for beautiful quilt
making.  

B-cubed (Bovine Buzzer
Battle/Dairy Quiz Bowl)
Camp will take on two new
aspects this year:  1) it will
become a full day and night
camp and 2) it will be open
to students statewide.  Re-
gional Specialized Dairy
Agent Mary Sowerby plans
to focus on nutrition: from
field crops, to ration formu-
lation, to digestive tracts, to
nutritional diseases this
summer as students prepare
for the State 4-H Dairy
Quiz Bowl Contest.  Any
student from novice to ex-
perienced Quiz Bowl par-
ticipant who likes cows and
science is welcome. 

Agricultural Agent Elena
Toro, along with Brian Es-
tevez, coordinate the Annu-
al Fall Harvest Experience
for area fourth graders held
at the Suwannee Valley Ag
Extension Center farm.
One or more new crops will
be featured this year along
with pumpkins, squash and
gourds, and amazing mazes
through corn, sorghum or
who knows what this year.  

4-H events happen year
around from the delicious
Holiday Bake-off which
takes place in December, to
the Suwannee County Fair
spring events, to Farm and
Meats Judging, to County
Council and Club meetings,
to early school release day
programs to summer resi-
dential camp at Camp
Cherry Lake, to Statewide
Legislature and Congress
and much more.  Brian Es-
tevez strives to make each
experience special and fun
for the youth.

Extension programs are
not just for youth although
every agent has resolved to
provide quality and impact-
ful programs for them.  But
the same holds for adults in
the community.  Cathy
Rogers has resolved to help
community members

change their lifestyles to re-
duce debt and save for
emergencies, retirement
and personal goals.  

Both Katherine Allen
and Cathy Rogers are striv-
ing to improve the health of
Suwannee County citizens
through nutrition and dia-
betes programs.  Katherine
has also resolved to contin-
ue working to enliven
downtown Live Oak, and
help keep us healthy
through Serv-Safe restau-
rant employee training pro-
grams.   

Carolyn Saft has new
programs planned which

will be held at Heritage
Park this year on trees,
birds, wild flowers, home
gardening and many other
topics.  Elena Toro and
Mary Sowerby have both
resolved to assist Suwan-
nee agricultural producers
to maximize production
and profit with ongoing
specialized programs. 

The year 2014 holds
great promise for the
UF/IFAS Extension pro-
grams we conduct to make
a positive impact on your
life or your children’s.
They are open to all mem-
bers of the community.  We

hope you will participate
and if you have questions
or suggestions, call us
(386-362-2771) or stop by
our office which is beside
the Agricultural Coliseum,
next door to Shands Live
Oak Hospital.  You can also
check our website
(http://suwannee.ifas.ufl.ed
u) for our program calendar
and other great educational
resources for “Solutions for
Your Life.”

Extension programs are
open to all people regard-
less of race, color, sex, reli-
gion, disability or national
origin.

Tri-County Irrigation honored 

Valley dealer members pictured with Len Adams, group
president, Valmont Global Irrigation.

(VALLEY, Neb.) – Valley Irrigation has announced Tri-
County Irrigation of Live Oak as a Valley Performance
Plus Dealer at the company’s 2014 National Meeting. Tri-
County Irrigation has earned this honor for excelling in the
areas of service, aftermarket support and sales.

The Valley Performance Program accredits dealerships
that meet the highest standards across a variety of criteria.
Evaluations are based on customer service ratings, goal
achievements and core requirements in relation to dealer-
ship growth plans. Additional measure is considered to de-
velop an overall evaluation of the dealership in respect to
the entire customer experience and support after the sale.

"The status of being known as a Performance Plus Deal-
er exemplifies the dedication of the dealership to Valley
products and the commitment to providing superior ser-
vice to Valley customers," stated Rich Panowicz, Vice
President of North American Sales, Valley Irrigation.

Valley, the leader in mechanized irrigation, encourages
their dealers to set the bar in their industry, delivering the

highest standard of service and product support to their ir-
rigation customers.

Panowicz continued, "We are proud to honor and recog-
nize our dealers for their excellence in these areas. We sin-
cerely believe as our dealers challenge themselves from
year to year that we will be recognizing them for greater
levels of achievement. The Valley Performance Program
allows us the opportunity to reinforce the valuations that
lead to industry success."

Growing gourmet
mushrooms

UF/IFAS Suwannee
County Master Gardeners
will be offering a “Growing
Gourmet Mushrooms”
workshop on Wednesday,
Feb. 26, from 9 a.m. – 3:30
p.m. at the Suwannee Coun-
ty Extension Office. 

Learn to grow your own
Shiitake & Oyster mush-
rooms using two different
techniques! Join us for a pre-
sentation and hands on activ-
ities where you inoculate
both Shiitake & Oyster
Mushrooms into different
substrates so you can grow
your own mushrooms for a
great nutritional food option. 

Participants will be able to
purchase take-home mush-
room starter kits.

For more information,
contact Carolyn Saft or
Kasey Bass at the Suwannee

County Extension Office at
386/ 362-2771 or
csaft318@ufl.edu. 

Extension programs are
open to all people regardless
of race, color, sex, religion,
disability or national origin.
In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities
Act, any person needing a
special accommodation to
participate in any activity
should contact the Suwannee
County Cooperative Exten-
sion Service at 1302
Eleventh Street, SW, Live
Oak, Florida 32064 or tele-
phone 386-362-2771 at least
five working days prior to
the event. Hearing impaired
can access the foregoing
telephone by contacting the
Florida Relay Service at 1-
800-955-8770 or 800-955-
8772 (TDD). 
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Teen mom says she's
a mass murderer

Miranda Barbour, of Selinsgrove, enters Northumberland
County Court for her formal arraignment in January. - Photo:
Francis Scarcella/The Daily Item 

National news

Francis Scarcella 
CNHI News 

Sunbury, Pa. — A
diminutive teenage mother
charged with the stabbing
death of a central Pennsyl-
vania man she lured with
an online companionship
ad says she has been on a
cross-country murder
spree since she became in-
volved with a satanic
cult six years ago.

Miranda Barbour,
19, made the shocking ad-
mission to the Sunbury
Daily Item during a
recorded interview Friday
in the library of the
Northumberland County
Prison where she is an in-
mate.

The soft-spoken, five-
foot tall Barbour could not
recall specifically how
many murders she had
committed, saying: “When
I hit 22, I stopped count-
ing.”

She said some of the
slayings occurred in Alas-
ka, Texas, California and
North Carolina and that
she had no remorse be-
cause she killed only “bad
people.”

Barbour said she con-
fessed to the murder spree
because “it is time for me
to be honest and I feel I
need to be honest.” She
said she is willing to work
with authorities “to pin-
point … on a map” where
the murders occurred.

had a 1-year-old child.
“From information we

gathered, we are serious-
ly concerned and have
been in contact with
proper authorities,” said
Sunbury Police Chief
Steve Mazzeo.

Barbour and her hus-
band, Elytte Barbour, 22,
are accused of killing
Troy  LaFerrara, 42, of
Port Trevorton, Pa.. three
months ago.  Both are be-
ing held without bail.

LaFerrara’s body, with
20 stab wounds, was
found Nov. 12 in an alley
in Sunbury. Police said
he had responded to a
Craig’s List posting
promising female com-
panionship in exchange
for money.

The murder occurred
three weeks after the
Barbours were married
and had moved to the
Sunbury area from North
Carolina. Elytte Barbour
told police at the time of
the couple’s arrest in ear-
ly December that they
had planned to kill some-
one to celebrate their
marriage, and that his
wife took him to a strip
club afterwards as a
birthday present.

Miranda Barbour said
in her jailhouse interview
that she became associat-
ed with a satanic cult
when she was 13 and liv-
ing in Alaska with her
mother. She said she
came under the influence
of the cult leader and that
he helped her kill her
first victim.

“It was in an alley and
he shot him,” she said.
“Then he said to me that
it was my turn to shoot
him. I hate guns; I don’t
use guns. I couldn’t do it
so he came behind me
and he took his hands and
put them on top of mine
and we pulled the trigger.
And then from there I
just continued to kill.”

Eventually, she said,
she moved to North Car-
olina, had a baby and
sought  “to start over and
forget everything I did. I
knew something was bad
inside me and the satanic
beliefs brought it out. I
embraced it.”

---
Francis Scarcella is a

reporter with the Sun-
bury, Pa., Daily Item.

Lost count of
how many
killings at 22
in five states

Sunbury police said they
are working with authori-
ties from several states
and the FBI regarding
Barbour’s possible in-
volvement with unsolved
murders elsewhere. The
investigation includes
looking into the death of a
man with whom Barbour

Uniform and
shoe fair

Sponsored by Shands Live Oak Regional Medical
Center Auxiliary. The event will be in the cafeteria on
Thursday, Feb. 27, from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Payroll de-
duction is available for eligible employees. 

SHS Advisory
Council to meet

The next meeting of the School
Advisory Council for Suwannee
High School will be Thursday, Feb.
20, at 6 p.m. It will be held in the
cafeteria at SHS. All interested stu-
dents, parents, teachers and com-
munity members that would like to
participate and become involved in
SHS are invited to attend.
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 presents presents presents “Gunslinger” “Gunslinger” “Gunslinger”

 WALT’S LIVE OAK FORD WALT’S LIVE OAK FORD WALT’S LIVE OAK FORD

 Meet the Gunslinger 3pm - 7pm
 • T-shirts • Autographs from 

 Monster Truck Drivers

 Thursday, February 20th

 WALT’S LIVE OAK FORD
 1109 N. Ohio Ave. (Highway 129) • Live Oak, FL 32060

 1-800-814-0609 • www.waltsliveoakford.com

 Free Party Pit Passes to Monster Jam in 
 Jacksonville, February 22!

 While Supplies Last

 854162

Country Music’s David Nail and LoCash Cowboys added to
the already awesome 2014 Suwannee River Jam artist line-up
The artists signed now number 11 with more to be announced
The artists signed now number 11 with

more to be announced
Hold on there Suwannee River Jam fans,

two new artists have just been added to the
already spectacular 2014 Suwannee River
Jam line-up April 30 - May 3! David Nail
and LoCash Cowboys will be among the
terrific country artists already on tap for
this annual event at The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park (SOSMP) in Live
Oak.
Nail and LoCash will join already signed

country artists Brantley Gilbert, Mont-
gomery Gentry, Justin Moore, Charlie
Daniels and his band, Chris Cagle, Colt
Ford, The Mavericks, JJ Lawhorn and The
Lacs.
Go online to suwanneeriverjam.com to

order tickets now before the prices go up.
You may also email spirit@musi-
cliveshere.com, go to musicliveshere.com
or call the SOSMP at 386-364-1683 with
credit card in hand for Easy Pay! Buy to-
day, you’ll have it paid for before the Jam,
sponsored by Budweiser, S & S Food
Stores and other fine co-sponsors, arrives!
S & S Food Stores in North Florida has

2014 SRJ tickets at the lowest price any-
where! Stop by today and get yours!
David Nail has made a career of singing

songs few artists dare touch in contempo-
rary country music - sad songs. He’s had
hits with singles about cheating (“Let It
Rain”) breakups (“Red Light”) and failed
dreams (“Turning Home”) and has owned
every one, singing as if from personal ex-
perience. Other songs include “Someone
Like You,” “Whatever She’s Got“ and
more. David Nail has been added to the ter-
rific lineup of country artists for the 2014
Suwannee River Jam and fans can expect
to hear firsthand his many hits. David’s
ability to make such tales of heartbreak and
loss his own is what defines him as an
artist—one capable of finding and record-
ing songs that are deeply relatable to him
and to listeners. The ACM Award-nominat-
ed Nail, an artist who wears emotion as a
badge of honor, has a singer’s voice with-
out peer. To some, he is country music’s
Adele, and even covered the British
singer’s “Someone Like You” on his 1979
EP.
The LoCash Cowboys' time has come.

David Nail. 

LoCash Cowboys.

They have their first powerhouse indie al-
bum, LoCash Cowboys. What else would
you expect from the duo that co-wrote Kei-
th Urban's number one “You Gonna Fly,”
and “Truck Yeah,” a smash for Tim Mc-
Graw? The guys, well-known to SRJ fans
due to their many performances for adoring
fans at the SOSMP‘s SRJ, feel their new
CD is perfect. “We've captured everything
LoCash is about on this album,” said Chris
Lucas, cowboy-hat-wearing half of the
team. “Country music really boils down to
the power of the song,” sums up the elo-
quent Preston Brust. LoCash puts on a
high-energy show loved by fans with never
a dull moment. “It's really all about the
crowd, about making them feel their lives
are changing,” said Preston, whose great
uncle Albert E. Brumley wrote the gospel
classic “I'll Fly Away.” The guys are doing
exactly what they have always wanted to
do, perform country music in their own
unique way. The duo wrote and recorded
the theme song for Tanya Tucker's reality
show “Tuckerville,” and is in negotiation

for a television show of their own! Don’t
miss an all new experience this year at the
SRJ when LoCash Cowboys are featured in
a special Saturday (May 3) Q & A time in
the Music Hall where fans may meet the
band and take part in an exclusive Q & A
with the band that could progress into spe-
cial music requests. They will close out the
2014 SRJ with a midnight performance.
See upcoming schedules for times and
places.
For more information about The Spirit of

the Suwannee Music Park or if you would
like to make reservations for RV parking,
cabins, primitive camping or camper park-
ing at the SOSMP, call 386-364-1683,
email spirit@musicliveshere.com or go to
www.musicliveshere.com. Accommoda-
tions will fill up quickly for this Suwannee
River Jam so make your reservations now!
The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park

is located at 3076 95th Drive, Live Oak,
Fla, 32060, 4.5 miles south of Interstate 75
and 4.5 miles north of Interstate 10 off US
129.

 854344
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 SUWANNEE RIVER READINGS
 Branford 2013

 850506

 The water levels provided here refer to the height at the US Hwy. 27 
 bridge in Branford in feet above mean sea level (ft-msl) at the gauging 
 station. In the past the levels were read as gauge height not mean sea level.

 2/10/14.............................15.01

 2/11/14.............................15.02

 2/12/14.............................15.05

 2/13/14.............................15.04

 2/14/14.............................15.03

 2/15/14.............................15.07

 2/16/14.............................15.08

 2/17/14.............................15.01

 Branford
 SCAFF’S SCAFF’S
 Sponsored By:

 386-935-1527
 Supermarket

 845992

 To advertise your business here, 
 call 386-362-1734 

 for more information

 Cherry Lumbert
 Pharmacist

 305 SW US Highway 27
 Branford, Florida 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 Everything For Your Home Recovery
 From Prescriptions to Medical Supplies

 OF BRANFORD

 Mon.-Fri.
 8:30 am-6:00 pm

 Saturday 9am-1pm
 Sunday-Closed

 Now accepting
 Blue Cross Blue Shield

 Health Options

 NORTH FLORIDA 
 PHARMACY

 784394

NFCC Artist Series presents
California Dreaming Feb. 28
National tour coming to North
Florida Community College

MADISON, FL – Take
a musical journey through
the time when folk music
met rock music and gave
birth to an explosion of
music that was danceable,
singable and oh so roman-
tic when the North Florida
Community College
Artist Series presents the
national tour of California
Dreaming on Friday, Feb.
28 at Van H. Priest Audi-
torium, 7 p.m.
California Dreaming

celebrates that brief magi-
cal moment in the mid-
’60s and early ’70s when
American youth migrated
to California by the mil-
lions and transformed pop
culture forever. When
well-groomed folk musi-
cians grew out their hair
and plugged in their Fend-
ers and Rickenbackers,
the radio began to sizzle
with tight harmonies and
dreamy lyrics.
California Dreaming

features the music of
groups like the Mamas
and Papas, The Beach
Boys, The 5th Dimension,
The Byrds and Crosby,
Stills & Nash. The show is
a tribute to and filled with

music that defined an era
and introduced the world
to the good vibrations of
love, peace and summer-
time fun. Enjoy songs like
“What a Day for a Day-
dream,” “I Get Around,”
“Turn, Turn, Turn,” “Did
You Ever Have to Make
Up Your Mind,” “ Surfin’
U.S.A.,” “Our House,”
“Dream a Little Dream of
Me,” “Little GTO,”
“Good Vibrations” and
“California Dreamin’.”  
The show is produced

by Springer Theatricals,
the national touring arm
of the Springer Opera
House, a 143-year-old
National Historic Land-
mark theatre in Colum-
bus, Ga.
California Dreaming

will be performed at
NFCC’s Van H. Priest Au-
ditorium at 7 p.m. on Fri-
day, Feb. 28. Tickets are
on sale now at the NFCC
College Advancement Of-
fice. Call (850) 973-1653
for tickets or more infor-
mation. More information
is also available at
http://www.nfcc.edu/com-
munity- programs/artist-
series.

Local
events
MOAA - Military 

Officers Association of
America 

The Suwannee River
Chapter of MOAA meets
monthly at the Lake City
Elks Lodge. The meetings
include a social period, din-
ner, and a program of mili-
tary or civic interest. All
active duty, retired and for-
mer military officers, in-
cluding Reserve and Na-
tional Guard, and spous-
es/guests are welcome. For
information and reserva-
tions call Steve Casto at
497-2968 or Vern Lloyd at
752-4885. The Suwannee
River Valley Chapter,
founded in 1990, is one of
over 400 MOAA chapters
around the world.

Celebrate Recovery
You are invited to “Cele-

brate Recovery” a Christ
centered recovery program
and a free spaghetti dinner
at the First Baptist Church
of Dowling Park on Friday
evening Feb. 28 at 6:30
p.m. Celebrate Recovery is
a biblical and balanced pro-
gram that helps us to over-
come our hurts, hang-ups,
and habits. It is based on
the actual words of Jesus
rather than psychological
theory. The church is locat-
ed near the intersection of
CR 250 and CR 136 at
11274  235th Ln. in Dowl-
ing Park. For more infor-
mation call 658-2360 or
364-4800.

Family and Friends
Day

Greater New Bethel
AME Church will observe
its annual Family and
Friends Day celebration on
Saturday, Feb. 22 at 6 p.m.
The preacher for the occa-
sion will be the Rev.
Michael Ward of Bethel
AME Church, Jasper. Din-
ner will be served follow-
ing the services. Everyone
is cordially invited to come
and worship with us. Sis.
Eva Polite and Sis. Melissa
Mckire - chairpersons; Rev.
Albert Bivens Jr., pastor.



“They market ferns and
greenery and ship through-
out the US and internation-
ally,” said Young. “One of
the things is they had trou-
ble marketing their ferns,
so it all came together as a
co-op thing. Now they’re
marketing their products
more efficiently.”
Young said when you go

into the larger super mar-
kets and see the floral
arrangements, FernTrust is
a company that sells them
the greenery in bunches so
florists can use them to
make nice floral gifts. 
“One of the cool things is

they found a way to spray
paint ferns,” said Young.
“There’s a type of fern they
spray paint and it’s a grow-
ing interest.”
She said they spray paint

them all sorts of bright, vi-
brant colors, like red, pink
or blue depending on what
a customer might prefer or
request. An example they
mentioned on the tour was
about one of the promoters
for the Seattle Seahawks
had FernTrust specially
spray the ferns to be used
for their big Super Bowl
victory party this year.
After the group left the

FernTrust facility, they vis-
ited an olive farm.
“Evidently, olive trees

are going to be a new thing
in Florida,” said Young.
“They grow well in our cli-
mate. Actually our environ-
ment is great for them.”
Young said farmers told

them there was an
imaginary horizontal
line through Central
Florida. North of the
line, olive growers
can produce a good
crop whereas south of
the line, the climate is
too tropical.   
“They say that our

climate in Suwannee
County is one of the
best areas for this
(olive growing) in
Florida,” said Young.
“Olive leaf extract is
going to be a big hit.
It helps cure illnesses.
So, not the olive just
for the oil, but for the
extract. That’s going
to be a big thing.”
Next up was the

Reptile Discovery
Center, a serpentarium
in Deland where the
venom of snakes is harvest-
ed. It’s shipped out to other
locations where it is con-
verted into antivenin.
“They had a green mam-

ba that was so pretty, but
it’s extremely deadly,” said
Young.
The different species of

mamba are fast-moving
venomous snakes all in-
digenous to Africa.
“We got there too late to

see them extract venom,
but we got to see all the
tools and they walked us
through it,” said Young. 

Day 2
“The next day we went

to the Ringling Brothers
and Barnum &
Bailey Center for
Elephant Conser-
vation,” said
Young. “Their
main thing is to
protect the Asian
elephant.”
She said it was

in a remote place
and didn’t dis-
close its location
because it is the
wish of the center
that the general
public not know
as to best protect
the elephants.
Y o u n g ’ s

thought was that
most people did-
n’t look at the sit-
uation through the
perspective of the
facility. 
“It is the most

humane place
I’ve ever been in
my life,” said
Young. “Those
elephants are so
well taken care of,
it is unbelievable.
I was fascinated.”
She said the

center is studying
how to breed the
elephants because
breeding has been
a problem due to
the difficulty in
artificial insemi-
nation, but they’re
making advance-

ments. They’ve had babies
born from artificial insemi-
nation. The center is trying
to increase the number of
elephants because they’re
endangered.
“It’s really, really bad,”

said Young. “So one of the
main things they’re trying
to do is re-populate, to in-
crease population.”
Young was told that ele-

phants have quite a long
gestation period. It takes 22
months for an elephant to
have her baby, but if she
miscarries, the elephant
caregivers may not know it
because sometimes ele-
phants mummify their
young inside their wombs.
“So, if the baby dies in-

side the body, the mama
may pass it or it becomes
mummified and if that hap-
pens, it can stay in the body
up to five years,” said
Young. “I learned more
about elephant reproduc-
tion than I thought I’d ever
learn.”
Young expressed again

what a top-notch facility it
was and how well the ani-
mals were cared for.
“Out of all the places

I’ve ever been, that by far
is the most amazing place.
The people are out-of-this-
world friendly,” said
Young. “I was just im-
pressed.”
Young and her group’s

journey continued as they
visited Four Corners Mosa-
ic, a facility that mines and
processes phosphate rock,
the raw material for phos-
phate fertilizer production.
She said they were taken on
a drag line.
“That’s something not

everyone gets to see,” said
Young. “Very few people
get to operate a drag line
because it’s dangerous.”
The operator conducting

the demonstration has been
working the drag line for
19 years. The group was
able to climb up into the
“bucket” which Young de-
scribed as being the size of
a truck.
“It goes out and swings
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Branford FFA advisor Stacy Young
shares her recent adventures

First hand experience

The 2014 Agriscience Leadership Team at Four Corners Mosaic with the huge dragline bucket
used to mine phosphate rock.

Young was one of 11 teachers in the entire
state of Florida selected to make up the
2014 Agriscience Leadership Team 

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Branford High School
FFA advisor Stacy Young
returned recently from a
three-day “field trip”.
Young was one of 11 teach-
ers in the entire state of
Florida selected to make up
the 2014 Agriscience Lead-
ership Team that toured
many businesses in the
state. Last year, school su-
perintendents nominated
two likely candidates - ei-
ther a science or agriculture
teacher - from their district
to hopefully be chosen.
“We submitted resumes

and answered essay ques-
tions,” said Young. “The
team consisted of agricul-
ture teachers, an advanced
placement biology teacher,
a middle school science
teacher, a principal and a
STEM (science, technolo-
gy, engineering, and mathe-
matics) academy coordina-
tor. I was one of the 11.” 

Day 1
The first day, Young said

the team went to FernTrust
Inc. in Seville, Florida. Ac-
cording to their website,
“FernTrust Inc. was found-
ed in 1986 as a cooperative
of quality oriented growers
sharing a rich history in
agribusiness. Unique to the
industry, acting as a cooper-
ative allows the grower-
members to do what they
do best – grow the highest
quality foliage available”.

around and (the operator)
digs the earth up and then
he takes it back the other
way and puts it down,” said
Young. 
The group learned about

land reclamation which
refers to the process of cre-
ating new land from the
riverbeds or the sea. The
land that’s been reclaimed
is known as the landfill or
the reclamation ground and
they also saw how ponds
were built. 

Day 3
The next day, the group

got up early to tour High-
land Packaging Solutions
Inc.
The company produces

plastic containers fruit is
packaged on that is found
in super markets. They
were told the the way to tell
if the container is from
HPS is to flip it over and it
will have the company
name on the bottom.
“Every farm that uses

them, they put new labels
on them,” said Young.
“They even do it for farms
all over the country.”
What made a huge im-

pression on Young was the
story of how the huge com-
pany began. Steve Maxwell
was a man who worked in
the fields digging potatoes
during the day and at night
he loaded potato trucks for
his brother. He wanted to
start his own business and
had a friend in Texas who
he helped out at one time,
so he asked him if he would
help invest in his business.
His friend flew in from
Texas and they started the
packaging business. It
started in a little room and
they had to put up tarp be-
cause there were termites in
the wood.
“Now he has this multi-

million dollar business,”
said Young. “One thing
about him is he’s still gen-
uine and true. He knows
with hard work you can get
to where you’re going.” 
Near the final leg of the

tour, Young and the others

visited a blueberry farm
owned by Jorge Salmeron.
What made the farm unique
was that Salmeron started
when he was 16. When he
was in school, he picked
blueberries with his family
who were migrant workers
and as the climate changed,
they would move with the
crops.
Young said he convinced

his parents not to move
with the crops anymore and
he began working for a
man in the blueberry busi-
ness. While working,
Salmeron went to school
and earned a degree in
teaching. He is now a mi-
grant liaison instructor at
Durant High School in
Plant City.
“He borrowed $10,000

from his father to start his
business, a blueberry
farm,” said Young. “He was
really good at grafting them
and paid his dad back with-
in three months and now
owns 10 acres of blueber-
ries.”
Young said she was im-

pressed because Salmeron
started with nothing and
now owns a thriving busi-
ness. His goal was that the
business be successful
enough in five years to sup-
port his family. She said his
true love is to farm blueber-
ries and that’s what he’s
setting out to do.
The final stop for the

group was at Brandon
Farms where they grow
strawberries. Because of
the cold weather, they were
unable to see them picking
strawberries.
“That was pretty limited,

but by that time, we were
pretty worn out,” Young
said.

The next adventure for
Branford’s FFA Chapter is
to go to Tallahassee in
March to promote agricul-
ture and to let the legisla-
tors know how important
agriculture is to our com-
munity and how extremely
important agriculture edu-
cation is to our society.

Branford FFA advisor Stacy Young poses with an elephant at Ringling
Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Center for Elephant Conservation.
Courtesy photos

Jamie Davis and band to perform this weekend at SOS
page 3A
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CurrentsCommunity
A place to thrive after retirement

Sandie Hugg

By Sandie Hugg
ACV’s Chief Program Officer

I am happy to say that I feel privileged to be a member
of Advent Christian Village, as well as a staff member. I
live in the independent living portion of this outstanding
retirement community. My family would love for me to
move back to Tallahassee so that we could see more of
each other. The thought of that makes my heart sing. How-
ever, when I honestly examine how different that would be
from what we do now, I conclude that their already busy
lives really can’t fit in more time for me than they already
do. My life would drastically change, but not in the posi-
tive way I would desire. Besides, I love living in this com-
munity!

We hear many family members of senior adults say they
would rather have their parents live with or near them than
in a retirement community, so they can spend more time
together. Who wouldn’t want that? But, there are tradeoffs.
It’s easy to overlook the benefits of retirement community
life, because many imagine it to be a place where people
sit around in rocking chairs looking depressed. The reality
is that many retirement communities offer an outstanding
life for their residents, where, after settling in, people ac-
tually thrive beyond a level they have known for many
years. Consider the benefits of retirement community life. 

First, the sense of camaraderie among residents is very
difficult to find elsewhere. Peers from a variety of back-
grounds and experiences live in one location and see each
other daily. The close proximity offers far more opportu-
nities for interaction than virtually any other setting. It is
quite common for residents of retirement communities to
develop more and deeper friendships than ever and the re-
sult is an amazing support system. 

Most include fitness facilities in order for resident’s to
feel their best and remain healthy and active. This in itself
is a huge benefit toward overall wellbeing. We have many
members whose doctors have reported that they have
avoided heart attacks, strokes and fractures because they
are regularly exercising. And workouts become more fun
when they become a group event. 

Services are available and easily arranged when needed.
This gives an amazing sense of security to senior adults,
who may not need services now, but enjoy knowing that if
they ever do, they are easily accessed. 

No longer having to keep up with household or lawn
maintenance is one benefit that many of our members re-
port as a huge weight off their shoulders. Their time is
freed up for what they really want to do, and they know
there is someone who will look after any issues that come
up so they don’t have to. 

Outside such communities, activities of interest are
sometimes only available on weekends or evenings, leav-
ing hours of the day without such opportunities. Active se-
niors sometimes have difficulty finding activities that in-
terest and stimulate them. In retirement communities, a
smorgasbord of activities is available to choose from
throughout the day. Some appeal to more active seniors
and others to those who prefer a quieter lifestyle. All tastes
and activity levels are taken into account. 

While on the subject of activities, many have the idea
that all there is to do is golf or play bridge. They are look-
ing for more meaning in their later years. Many retirement
communities today are offering classes for resident’s con-
tinued enrichment and growth. Volunteer opportunities are

available to encourage people to keep their skills sharp and
to give them a continued sense of purpose. Faith-based
communities offer spiritual enrichment and opportunities
for service.

We commonly hear people say they are not ready to
move to a retirement community. They want to wait until
their health forces them to make that move. Those who do
so find themselves arriving in a community without being
able to enjoy the best things about it. While the communi-
ty can still benefit them at that point, their health prevents
them from participating in the events and amenities that
make it so enjoyable. Adjustments are always more diffi-
cult at that point. They haven’t had an opportunity to form
friendships first, so they don’t have as strong a support
system. Therefore, they feel lonelier and have a harder
time acclimating than those who move before they “need”
to. 

There is so much that retirement communities offer,
why would they wait? Many of our members say that
moving here opened up an amazing new chapter to their
lives that they never thought possible. So, before you en-
courage Mom and/or Dad to move close to you, take a mo-
ment to think about what they would be missing out on
with such a move. 

Take it from me; living in a retirement community is a
wonderful way of life. Encourage your parents to do it
now and enjoy life. I can’t tell you how glad I am that I
live at Advent Christian Village. I’m happy to say this is
where I intend to live out my retirement years!

About the author: Sandie Hugg has been working with
senior adults since 1979. After earning her business ad-
ministration degree and nursing home administrator’s li-
cense, she held various positions in the health care field,
eventually becoming Vice President of Morton Plant Hos-
pital in Clearwater, Florida. From there, she worked with
Westminster Communities and currently, she is Chief Pro-
gram Officer of Advent Christian Village. Sandie not only
works at ACV, but is also a resident of ACV’s River Woods
neighborhood. Sandie has a grown daughter and one
grandson, who is her pride and joy.

Oral health for seniors

Whether you’re 19 or 90,
good oral health is impor-
tant. It keeps teeth in your
mouth, helps keep disease
out of the body, and makes
you a more pleasant person
to be around.

Your teeth can last a life-
time with proper home care
and regular dental check-
ups. No matter what your
age, you can keep your
teeth and gums healthy by

brushing twice a day with a
fluoride toothpaste, flossing
daily and seeing your den-
tist regularly for profession-
al cleanings and checkups.

Even when seniors brush
and floss regularly, they
may face certain issues
when it comes to their oral
health. Wearing dentures,
taking medications, and
general health conditions
are some of the issues many
seniors face. Luckily, den-
tists and physicians can
help face most of these
challenges quite successful-
ly.

Cavities and decay on the
root surfaces of the teeth
are more common in older
adults, so it's important they
brush with a fluoride tooth-
paste, floss daily and see a
dentist regularly.

Sensitivity can be an in-
creasing problem as one
ages. Your gums naturally
recede over time, exposing
areas of the tooth that are
not protected by enamel.
These areas are particularly
prone to pain due to cold or
hot foods and beverages. In
severe cases, cold air, as
well as sensitivity to sour

and sweet drinks and foods,
can occur. Those experienc-
ing sensitivity can try an
anti-sensitivity toothpaste.
If the problem persists, a
dentist should be consulted,
as the sensitivity may be an
indication of a more serious
condition, such as a cavity
or a cracked or fractured
tooth.

Dry mouth is a common
condition in seniors, and
one that may be caused by
medications or certain med-
ical disorders. Left untreat-
ed, dry mouth can damage
your teeth. Your dentist can
recommend various meth-
ods to restore moisture in
the mouth, as well as appro-
priate treatments or medica-
tions to help prevent the
problems associated with
dry mouth.

Existing health condi-
tions such as diabetes, heart
disease or cancer can affect
oral health. Be sure to let
your dentist know of any
general health issues you're
facing, so that he or she un-
derstands the whole situa-
tion and can help you meet
your special requirements.

Dentures can make life

easier for many seniors, but
they require special care.
Denture wearers should fol-
low their dentist's instruc-
tions carefully and see their
dentist if any problems
arise. An annual checkup is
recommended for long-term
denture wearers.

Gum disease is a poten-

SEE ORAL HEALTH, PAGE 13A
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CurrentsCommunity

A Band of brothers. Men seeking to learn more about their wild hearts took Camp Suwannee at Advent Christian Village
by storm last month.

Boot camp comes to ACV
Camp Suwannee at Advent Christian Village recently

became a “men only” zone. One hundred fifty men took
the grounds by storm Jan. 16–19, transforming Rumph
Pavilion into a military training zone and taking advan-
tage of the Suwannee’s natural surroundings to its man-
liest extent.
For the second year in a row, the Florida Band of

Brothers Boot Camp was held at Camp Suwannee. Boot
Camps of this kind take place in several U.S. and Cana-
dian locations. This location sees most of its participants
traveling from Atlanta and south Florida. The group
likes meeting at the Village because it’s a good place to
get away from home, “unplug,” and stay in cabins.
What is a Band of Brothers Boot Camp? Simply put:

It’s an intensive, cooperative and fun weekend where
men learn it’s OK to be men. The first Boot Camp was
hosted at Sharpe Ridge in California in 2009 by Mike
Minter, an insurance salesman and financial planner
with Primerica. Minter used the video series based on
John Eldredge’s book Wild at Heart: Discovering the
Secret of a Man’s Soul as the basis for the weekend.
Eldredge explains that men need to be adventurous

and daring, but still have a deep relationship with the
Lord. Eldredge quotes Joshua 1:6–7, 9: “Be strong and

courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged,
for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you
go.”
It is upon these ideals that Eldredge introduced an

eight-part video series to be used by men’s groups with
the following topics: the heart of a man, the poser, the
wound, healing the wound, a battle to fight, an adven-
ture to live, a beauty to rescue, and a band of brothers.
Much of each Band of Brothers Boot Camp centers
around the video series, but Guy Shashaty, one of the
Florida Boot Camp leaders, says the more powerful part
is when those leaders known as “responders” speak.
After each part of the video series is shown, one or

more responders testify to how they can relate to the
video: how they struggled and found resolution or how
they are currently struggling and working on a solution.
These personal stories help the other attendees realize
they aren’t alone in their feelings and experiences. “The
true purpose of the Boot Camp,” explains Shashaty, “is
to help men realize who they were created to be and to
give them permission to be who they are.”
Band of Brothers Boot Camp is available to any man

at least 18 years old. Visit their website at www.bofb-
bootcamp.com for more information.

Drama on the horizon for ACV
Advent Christian Vil-

lage’s Live! at Dowling
Park will experience a dra-
matic shift next month in
their predominately all-mu-
sical Artist Series. Series
coordinator Dick Grillo is
excited to bring The Man
from Aldersgate to the
stage on March 4 at 7:00
p.m. The one-man show is
being performed in The
Village Church and stars BJ
Johnston as John Wesley,
the 18th-century, British
evangelist.
Compiled from the actual

journals of John Wesley by
playwright Brad L. Smith
and told through the power-
ful medium of drama,
Aldersgate brings to life
John Wesley and his dy-
namic ministry. Using Wes-
ley’s own words, Johnston
tells how Wesley’s faith in
Jesus Christ sparked a re-
vival that changed the his-
tory of England and Ameri-
ca.
Wesley exhorts his audi-

ence to embrace a more dis-
ciplined life of faith
through teachings from the

Word of God. Through the
play, audiences gain new
insights into the importance
of prayer, how personal
failure can teach you to
trust Christ, how religion is
the most dangerous idol of
all, and how a mother’s
faith can shape a child’s
destiny.
John Wesley, born in

1703, probably did more to
promote holiness than any
other figure in English his-
tory. Come experience the
life and times of the man
who rode over 250,000
miles on horseback to bring
spiritual renewal to the
English-speaking world.
Johnston’s years of train-

ing and experience serve to
truly bring Wesley to life.
After earning a Bachelor of
Fine Arts in acting and a
minor in dance from
Stephen’s College—fol-
lowed by a Master’s degree
in theatre education from
Scarritt College—Johnston
performed several thousand
one-man People Mover
shows at Six Flags Over
Georgia and in hundreds of

schools utilizing mime,
magic, music, stories and
dance.
Besides his formal edu-

cation, he has studied at the
Wisconsin Mime School
and the Cambridge School
of Ballet; and he studied
opera and vocal perfor-
mance at Boston Universi-
ty. Throughout his career,

Johnston has appeared in
more than 50 theatre pro-
ductions across America.
Call (386) 658-5343 to

reserve your tickets for The
Man from Aldersgate or
buy them at the door the
night of the performance.
This event is included at no
charge for Artist Series sea-
son ticket holders.

BJ Johnston will bring John Wesley to life at Advent Chris-
tian Village March 4 at 7:00 p.m.

tially serious condition that
can affect people of all
ages, but especially people
over 40. A number of fac-
tors can increase the sever-
ity of gum disease, includ-
ing bad diet; poor oral hy-
giene; systemic diseases,
such as diabetes, heart dis-
ease and cancer; environ-
mental factors such as
stress and smoking; and
certain medications that
can influence gum condi-
tion.
Because the earliest

stages of gum disease are
reversible, it is important to

spot it early on. Regular
dental checkups can insure
early detection and treat-
ment of gum disease. Best
of all, it is easy to prevent
gum disease from develop-
ing in the first place by
practicing proper oral hy-
giene.
Whether you’re 19 or 90,

good oral health is impor-
tant. It keeps teeth in your
mouth, helps keep disease
out of the body, and makes
you a more pleasant person
to be around.

Source: Colgate Oral
and Dental Health Re-
source Center (www.col-
gate.com)

Oral health for seniors
Continued From Page 12A
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Cannabis, Poss Drug Para,
1st App Pd Appt Decker:
SCSODTF- Ramirez
Feb 15, Nicolas Birge,

23, 6554 Harbour Blvd,
Panama City, FL, Poss -20
Cannabis, Poss Drug Para:
SCSODTF- B. Barrs
Feb 15, Jessica Motta,

27, 7301 W Cypresshead
Dr, Parkland, FL, Poss -20
Cannabis, Poss LSD, 1st
App PD Appt Decker: SC-
SODTF- L. Rogers
Feb 15, Ricardo Daniel

Acuna, 30, 14691 SW 23rd
St, Davie, FL, Poss -20
Cannabis, Poss Drug Para:
SCSODTF- C. Watson
Feb 15, Chad Weinkoff,

25, 17331 Ventana Dr,
Boca Raton, FL, Poss -20
Cannabis, Poss Drug Para:
SCSODTF- B. Brown
Feb 15, Christopher

Robert Bonner, 27, 2708
SE Kern Road, Port St Lu-
cie, FL, Trespass After
Warning: SCSO- C. Fergu-
son
Feb 15, Mark Alvin Sol-

ly, 23, 3596 Cosmos St,
Palm Beach Gardens, FL,
Poss -20G Cannabis, Crim-
inal Mischief, Poss Drug
Paraphernalia: SCSO- W.
Kelly
Feb 15, Martin Lopez,

23, 6619 187th PL, Live
Oak, FL, Agg/Assault,
Battery/Dom/Violence,
Child Abuse, 1st App PD
Appt Decker: SCSO- H.
Harris
Feb 15, Monica Bedi,

21, 3536 Alafaya Com-
mons, Orlando, FL, Poss
Cocaine, Poss Drug Para,
Poss -20 Grms Cannabis,
1st App PD Appt Decker:
SCSODTF- Kelly
Feb 15, Kristian Kalil,

23, 584 Carey Way, Orlan-
do, FL, Poss Cocaine, Poss
-20 Cannabis, Poss Drug
Para, Resisting W/Viol, 1st
App PD Appt Decker: SC-
SODTF- W. Kelly
Feb 15, Kyle Scott Sulli-

Arrest Record
Continued From Page 2A

reputation. 
In 2013, Richmond

moved his family to Vir-
ginia and was part of a
group of professionals that
assisted a multi-million
dollar rebranding effort at
the historic Mountain Lake
Lodge in Pembroke, Va.
Earlier this month,

Richmond accepted the
position as the executive
director for the Suwannee
County Chamber of Com-
merce.

As part of his game
plan, Richmond said his
top priorities will be fo-
cusing on building cham-
ber membership and com-
munity events.
“I’m really excited to be

back and looking forward
to working with everybody
in the county to build our
existing Chamber of Com-
merce,” Richmond said. 
If his schedule permits,

Richmond said he enjoys
working and maintaining
the land he was raised on in
O’Brien.

Chamber names new
executive director
Continued From Page 1A

time educator and col-
league, Malinda Jackson
James Ph.D. to present
suggestions and strategies
to help improve the dis-
trict’s minority teacher hir-
ing practices. 
“We’ve enlisted the sup-

port and help to develop
our minority recruitment
plan,” said Brothers.

Consultant 
perspective

James began by saying
she consulted with Brothers
and Superintendent Jerry
Scarborough on why they
wanted to change and how
to improve their minority
recruitment plan. She read
their mission statement and
found it to be noteworthy.
“They told me they be-

lieved all districts should
have a diverse population of
people working on the pro-
fessional level as well as
non-professional,” said
James. “So, Suwannee
County recognizes the need
for greater diversity within
their teacher and adminis-
trator force.”
James said their research

found that diversifying mi-
nority teacher recruitment
promoted creativity, pro-
ductivity and good citizen-
ship. It was also believed
that children needed to see
role models they could iden-
tify with. 
James said she met with

district principals to reiter-
ate how important it was for
them to take the information
to the teachers so everyone
was “marching to the same
tune” for the betterment of
the children they serve.
“We are moving forward

to getting more highly qual-
ified minority teachers and
administrators in this school
district because we believe
it is the best thing for the
students here to be success-

ful,” said James.
She said with the current

hiring policy, it was clear to
her that it was the intent of
Suwannee County Schools
to be fair and equitable.
James suggested they make
a revision in the current pol-
icy by adding administra-
tive, instructional and non-
instructional employees to
be assigned to serve on in-
terview committees.
James said she was aware

that some school principals
do use teachers at times to
assist in the interview
process, but thought it
should be policy.
She also recommended

that a designee, other than
the principal, be given the
authority to hire a teacher
provided it be consistent
with current school board
policy. 
“If they see a teacher that

meets the qualifications and
is a minority, they should be
able to offer that teacher a
conditional contract so as to
‘hold them,’” said James.
“If you leave them there
(job fair for instance), when
you come back, they’re
gone. Someone else has
them.”
James said there needs to

be incentives for minorities
to come and work in the
Suwannee County School
system. 

School board perspective  
Brothers said some of the

suggestions James made has
already been implemented
or will be soon, such as in-
structional and non-instruc-
tional employees to be as-
signed to serve on interview
committees, and allow the
superintendent’s designee,
other than a school princi-
pal, to make a “conditional
offer” for a teaching posi-
tion. 
The district is also posting

job advertisements on sev-
eral websites such as, K-12

JobSpot, Teachers-Teach-
ers.com and Applitrack to
reach a larger population of
minorities, and they’ll soon
be posting jobs on the Uni-
versity of Phoenix website
as well.  
Brothers then went over

some of the demographics
beginning with all employ-
ees. He said he would main-
ly be focusing on the num-
bers of black, hispanic and
white. 

Black -      13 percent
Hispanic -  3 percent
White -      84 percent

Of the civilian workforce
in Suwannee County, 20
years and older and at all ed-
ucation levels:
Black -      10 percent
Hispanic -  5 percent
White -      84 percent

“I’m not going to draw
any conclusions, I just want
to share those statistics with
you,” said Brothers. “What
should our teaching force
look like? We look at career
development theory that
says, ‘I want to see a teacher
that looks like me’ and you
say, ‘Should that demo-
graphic fit the student popu-
lation or the work force?’”
Brothers then shared sta-

tistics which showed the
makeup of all students with-
in Suwannee County
Schools.

Black -       15 percent
Hispanic -  15 percent
White -       66 percent

Out of the county’s popu-
lation, adults who have at
least a bachelor degree:
Black -       9 percent
Hispanic -  8 percent
White -      80 percent

“According to these sta-
tistics, 1,775 individuals
have a bachelor’s degree,
which of course is one of

Minority teacher recruitment on tap at recent meeting 
Continued From Page 1A

Ms. Touchton, stopped him
and stopped him from
washing the vehicle. He
had cleaned half of the ve-
hicle, but she shut him
down completely,” Yulee
said.
Touchton said her reason

for stopping him was be-
cause he was on CSX prop-
erty, not on a commercial
business lot.
“I did observe him be-

fore he even started to
wash the car to see what
he was exactly going to
do,” Touchton said. “He
just got the back quarter
panel started with soap.
Because of where he was,
he was actually on CSX
property and the runoff
from the vehicle was run-
ning down the road. I felt
that was something that
we had to stop immediate-
ly.”
Touchton said she of-

fered for him to move the
vehicle to the city hall
parking lot and ask City
Clerk John Gill where he
could finish the work.
Yulee said Ford has a

state license and had at-
tempted to purchase a per-
mit at City Hall to clean
cars in the city, however,
an employee told Ford
there wasn’t an ordinance
that permitted what he
was doing. 
According to Live Oak

Development Manager
George Curtis, car wash-
ing is not allowed in some
zoning districts.
“Car washing is regulat-

ed according to the zoning
district, and there’s only
certain zoning districts
you can conduct that in,”
Curtis said. “You have to
have a place of business.
We have established ones
that are within the city
that are properly licensed,
paying insurance and util-
ities.”
Curtis said for folks

should not be allowed to
operate outside of the
boundaries that are cur-
rently established in the
land development regula-
tions and that there’s no
provision for mobile car
washing businesses. 
“I’d be interested to

hear from the existing car
washes that are in busi-

ness with legitimate store
fronts to hear what their
point of view on this sub-
ject would be,” Curtis
said. 
Curtis also said the text

could be modified to pro-
vide for a mobile business
to go house to house and
conduct business on
somebody’s residential
property. 
“Just to set up in the

middle of a parking lot or
on side of the road and
start making business
when you don’t have all
the perimeters in place
that a regular business has
with driveways and park-
ing and pedestrian ways,
you open the door for
chaos,” Curtis said. 
“Car washing as it

stands, not only are there
land development regula-
tions, but there’s language
that Ms. Touchton found
in the Department of
Business Professional
Regulations on car wash-
ing because there’s conta-
minants, and there’s a fed-
eral clean water act, and
then there’s state EPA reg-
ulations that all pertain to
car washing,” Curtis said. 
“I did a little research-

ing, and the cities that do
allow it require you to
catch 100 percent of the
water that comes off that
car and go properly dis-
pose of it,” he said. 
With the current poli-

cies in place, a mobile car
washing business is not
supposed to go to a resi-
dential house and wash
cars as a business. 
“We can’t write some-

body an allowance to op-
erate a business if that
provision is regulated
where you can conduct
that (car wash) and how
you can conduct that,”
Curtis said. “That’s the
whole basis of what zon-
ing does. It provides an
environment that guides
certain types of uses to ap-
propriate locations. It’s
not that a provision could
be made for somebody to
come to your house (and
conduct business), it just
doesn’t exist right now.”
Within the city limits,

mobile homes are permit-
ted to be pressure washed,
but cars are currently pro-
hibited.

“It’s OK to pressure
wash a home in the city,
but it’s not OK to pressure
wash a car? I don’t under-
stand that,” Yulee said. 
Ford told the Democrat

he has been washing vehi-
cles for 15 years and real-
ly enjoys it. 
"I'm a small business

and I don't have the mon-
ey to buy a building and
pay all the fees that come
with it, but I felt like it
would be a really good
(mobile) business and
could prosper," said Ford.
“So I thought if I got a
truck, a water tank and a
generator, I could still do
the same job at the work
site."
Ford said he doesn’t un-

derstand how you can
pressure wash a mobile
home but not a small car. 
"It's stopping me as a

taxpayer and stopping me
from supporting my fami-
ly," said Ford. 
Ford said he is now

washing cars at a lot on
North Ohio Avenue.
"I would like to see

them change this ordi-
nance," said Ford. 
Curtis said the land de-

velopment regulations
could be changed to allow
mobile businesses to oper-
ate in the city, however, it
would have to go before
the planning and zoning
board to review it and
make a recommendation
to the city council. If it’s
changing the uses that are
allowed for one specific
thing, it will cost approxi-
mately $1,500 to make the
changes necessary, in-
cluding advertisement for
required hearings.
“It’s about a three

month process,” Curtis
said. “Whenever you
change a land develop-
ment regulation, it also
has to be found consistent
with our comprehensive
plan. You have to bring it
before the planning and
zoning board, and then it
comes to the city council
for two readings of the or-
dinance.”
Curtis said he hopes to

have something for the
council to review within
the next two council meet-
ings that might permit
mobile businesses to oper-
ate within the city.

CITY: Mobile car washing businesses not allowed
Continued From Page 1A

the primary requirements
for having a teaching certifi-
cate. That’s the reason I’m
presenting that to you,” said
Brothers.
He went on to say there

was a difficult time filling
the positions of the support
staff which doesn’t require a
college degree or a high
school diploma. Brothers
said they still prefer to hire
someone with a high school
diploma or a GED.
The support staff numbers

(bus drivers and custodians)
are:
Black -       33 percent
Hispanic -  2 percent
White -      65 percent

Public opinion 
and questions

“The bottom line sounds
OK because of the number
of blacks we have here ver-
sus the number of whites,”
said Dr. Carolyn Bailey.
“When you actually look at
the jobs that have zero black
or zero hispanic, I want to
know what are the qualifica-
tions for some of these (non-
teaching) positions.”
She said, for example,

there was a lack of minori-
ties filling the positions of
teacher aides or reading
coaches in the classroom.
She said what concerned her
was there were people that
possessed useful skills and
may be willing to teach, but
do not possess a bachelor’s
degree or teaching certifi-
cate.
“I’ll use myself as an ex-

ample. What does an ROTC

instructor have to have?”
asked Bailey. “I was in the
Marine Corps. How come I
couldn’t teach basic training
for ROTC?”
She said she brought the

point up because of what
James had said earlier about
the community needing to
be involved in order for the
new recruitment plan to
work.
“When she (James) was

talking about being able to
‘use the community’ and hire
the community and be able to
be a part, you have to find
where we fit,” said Bailey.
James told her whatever

teaching position it might
be, the state of Florida has a
requirement for it, that the
school district doesn’t make
that determination. Brothers
said that in the case of an
ROTC instructor, the Navy
would certify a person to be
eligible. For k-12 positions,
the teacher is required to
have a bachelor’s degree. 
“When you get into trade

specifics, whether it be
welding or auto body, those
kind of things, industry ex-
perience can be used as an
alternative,” said Brothers.
“By and large,  a bachelor’s
degree.” 
Barry Hicks said he has

several degrees and was a li-
censed funeral director and
business owner. He said he
applied to be a substitute
teacher in September, 2013,
and never received a call
back.
“I’m still trying to figure

out what it is you need,” said

Hicks. “I have at least three
years of experience substi-
tuting in the Philadelphia
school system.”
He said he’s offered his

services at the schools at
least six times this year. He
said for Black History
Month, he is willing to talk
to kids about being a busi-
ness owner and about the
importance of having an ed-
ucation.
“I’m a little puzzled about

what it takes to get into the
Suwannee County School
system,” said Hicks. 
Brothers answered saying

there was a training class the
school system has available
for substitute teachers in the
month of August and there is
usually a long list of people
that begin the training, but
decide it’s not for them by
the end of the year. He en-
couraged Hicks to sign up
for the class when it was
available. Brothers said to
be guest speaker it is usually
up to the teacher or the vol-
unteer coordinator to line up
guest speakers for the
schools.
Scarborough made some

final comments. He asked
the administrators and
teachers present to all stand.
“The individuals you see

before you tonight have
been hired by the Suwannee
County School system,”
said Scarborough. “These
are the ones you can trust in
and the ones that are going
to make a difference. We’re
committed and we’re going
to make it happen.”

van, 26, 418 Palm St, Mt
Pleasant, SC, Poss -20
Cannabis, Poss Drug Para,
Poss MDMA, Poss Alpra-
zolam, Poss Colazepam,
1st App PD Appt Decker:
SCSODTF- L. Rogers
Feb 15, David Mark

Mosher, 27, 1537 Pine St,
Niceville, FL, Poss
MDMA, 1st App PD Appt
Decker: SCSODTF- H.
Smith
Feb 15, Kody James

Whitford, 20, 8034 Rt 22,
West Chazy, NY, Poss
LSD, Poss LSD WIT Sell,
Poss -20 Cannabis, Poss -
20 WIT Sell, Poss Drug
Para, Tampering W/Evi-
dence, Resis W/Viol, Poss
MDMA, 1st App PD Appt
Decker: SCSODTF- C.
Watson
Feb 15, Alexander F

Bale, 19, 135 Lakeview Dr,
Dallas, GA, Poss MDMA,
Poss Cocaine, Poss Drug
Para, 1st App PD Appt
Decker: SCSODTF- M.
Ramirez
Feb 15, Wesley Reid

Young, 22, 3419 Wild
Plum Way, Buford, GA,
Poss Cocaine, Poss LSD,
1st App PD Appt Decker:
SCSODTF- W. Kelly
Feb 15, Jose Fabregas,

33, 15504 SW 104th Ave,
Miami, FL, DWLS:

DALE- J. Williamson
Feb 16, Nickholas

Arthur Stewart, 25, 16207
221st St, Live Oak, FL, Re-
sist W/O Viol, Writ Bodily
Attachment, Columbia Co
Wrt Non Supor: SCSO- T.
Roberts
Feb 16, Maurice Jenkins,

23, 820 SW 7th St, Live
Oak, FL, Retail Theft, 1st
App PD Appt Decker:
SCSO- Harris
Feb 16, Shirley Cason,

53, 617 SW Walker Ave,
Live Oak, FL, Agg Battery,
1st App PD Appt Decker:
LOPD- T. Williams
Feb 16, Ian H McMil-

lian, 22, 331 Sumter St,
Charleston, SC, Poss -20
Cannabis, Poss Drug Para,
Poss Cocaine, 1st App PD
Appt Decker: SCSODTF-
B. Brown
Feb 16, Stephen Joseph

Vitale, 23, 22 Deep Hollow
Lane, Lancaster, PA, Poss
Bath Salts (MDPV), In-
halation of Damg Chemic,
1st App PD Appt Decker:
SCSODTF- H. Smith
Feb 16, Cory shane

rothermel, 23, 101 Cotton-
tail Ct, Lancaster, PA, Poss
Bath Salts (MDPV), Poss -
20 Cannabis, Poss Drug
Para, 1st App PD Appt
Decker: SCSODTF- H.
Smith
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Bronson, the loan is broken
down into two types: a tax-
able loan in the amount of
$2.65 million priced at 3.25
percent interest rate fixed at
five years and adjusting an-
nually thereafter; and a tax
exempt loan in the amount
of $1.85 million priced at
2.15 percent interest rate for
five years, adjusting annu-
ally thereafter. 
Payments will be made

quarterly beginning April
2014. The loan will have
a maturity date of Jan. 1,
2024. 
So far, the county has in-

vested a total of
$8,725,457.43 on projects
at the catalyst site. Of that
amount, $6,035,241.73
was county taxpayer mon-
ey while the rest,
$2,690,215.70, was grant
money (state taxpayer

$4.5 million loan granted
Continued From Page 1A

According to the city’s
PTO policy, for a city em-
ployee who works 40
hours per week, the caps
for PTO are: 0-1 year, 136
hours; 2-9 years, 176
hours; 10-19 years, 216
hours; 20-30 years, 256
hours; and 31 plus years,
288 hours.  
For a city fireman who

works 53 hours per week,
the caps for PTO are: 0-1
year, 215 hours; 2-9 years,
303 hours; 10-19 years,
391 hours; 20-30 years,
479 hours; and 31 plus
years, 567 hours.  
Waldron presented the

committee with a recom-
mendation.
“(Finance Director Jan

Parkhurst) and I have met
a couple of times to dis-
cuss what might be some
potential solutions to our
PTO policy,” Waldron
said. “We’ve also met with
the auditors to discuss
with them our thoughts.”

While employed 
by the city

Waldron said the current
policy states that a person
can accrue PTO time
based upon completed
years of service with the
city of Live Oak with a
cap on the number of

City committee: Remove ‘use it or
lose it’ policy regarding paid time off
Continued From Page 1A hours that can be accrued. 

“If someone has exceed-
ed that cap, the city allows
you to until Jan. 31 to use
that time and bring it be-
low the cap, if not you lose
that time,” Waldron said. 
Waldron asked the com-

mittee to consider remov-
ing the cap on current em-
ployee’s earned PTO.
Waldron also noted that

an individual earns PTO
time during their proba-
tion era, however, the pol-
icy stated they’re not per-
mitted to use it during
their first 12 months of
employment, unless ap-
proved by the city admin-
istrator. 
For the first year, a city

employee would earn 2.26
PTO hours per pay period.
Committee member

John Yulee asked Waldron
what the protocol is if an
employee has a medical
emergency during their
first year of employment
with the city. 
Waldron said the deci-

sion to allow the person to
use accrued time would be
at the discretion of the city
administrator. 
Committee chairman

Adam Prins questioned the
prohibition of using the
PTO time during the first
year.
“If it’s their earned time,

why prohibit them from
using it?” Prins asked. “If
they’ve earned the leave,
it’s theirs to take as they
see fit. It’s theirs to use to
be productive at work. If
they need it every time
they earn it, it’s theirs to
use.”
Following further dis-

cussion, the committee
agreed unanimously to al-
low employee’s to take
their PTO time beginning
the date of their hire as
earned, rather than a 12-
month waiting period.
Waldron asked to re-

move the PTO cap accrual
and that department heads
will continue to manage
their PTO requests with
due consideration of given
staffing requirements,
work load and other vari-
ous reasons. The commit-
tee unanimously agreed.

Following employment
Waldron said the policy

also allows for a person
with accrued PTO time
that leaves their employ-
ment, whether terminated
or leave by their own
choice, to be paid a per-
centage for their PTO
time, based on their com-
pleted years of service.
Waldron recommended

modifying the policy to
leave the PTO accrual rate

and cap in place as it’s
currently listed to deter-
mine the payout at the
time of termination or
leaving employment.
“If you were to be an

employee of 20 years and
you leave the employment
of the city, and you had
10,000 hours (an exagger-
ated illustration), you
would only get paid what
the cap is,” Waldron ex-
plained. 

“We talked with the au-
ditors, and the only liabil-
ity is to what the cap is,”
he said. “Employees will
not lose their time if they
haven’t taken it, they just
wouldn’t be compensated
for it up to the cap.”
Waldron noted by only

paying the cap, the city
would not be financially
burdened having to pay an
enormous amount of leave
time at once to an employ-

ee that leaves city employ-
ment.
Yulee made a motion to

accept the city administra-
tor’s recommendation,
which was seconded by
Bennie Thomas, and
passed 3-0.
The recommendation

regarding PTO time will
go before the Live Oak
City Council at a later
meeting for final approval
before becoming official. 

money). 
Although the project is

still in the works and more
money will be received and

spent, Bronson said the
county will be actively ap-
plying for future grants to
assist in the project.

BROWN IS
STATE
CHAMPION

SPORTS, 1B

 The Suwannee Democrat www.suwanneedemocrat.com

 Looking  For Something To Do? Have An  Event  To Promote?
 The Suwannee Democrat is bringing a 
 new interactive dimension to our online 
 readers.

 Looking for something to do today or this 
 weekend? We’ve got the answer.

 Have you got an event that our 
 community needs to know about? Post it 
 yourself. The new calendar isn’t just 
 good-looking, it’s self-serve and user-
 friendly.

 The interactive calendar has lots of 
 categories, from sports events to 
 churches to entertainment and more. 
 And it has an easy-to-use search 
 function.

 You can find it on 
 our homepage at
 www.suwanneedemocrat.com.

 Now offering you total access

 842946
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2014 RAM 
CREW CAB EXPRESS

$229 PER MO
$2,999 DAS, 36 Mo Lease

12,000 Miles Per Yr.

2014 JEEP 
PATRIOT LATITUDE

$199 PER MO
$2,899 DAS, 36 Mo Lease

12,000 Miles Per Yr.

2014 JEEP 
COMPASS LATITUDE

$219 PER MO
$2,499 DAS, 36 Mo Lease

12,000 Miles Per Yr.

ALL NEW 2014 
JEEP SPORT

$259 PER MO
$2,499 DAS, 36 Mo Lease

12,000 Miles Per Yr.

854092

2014 RAM 
EXPRESS

$199 PER MO
$2,499 DAS, 36 Mo Lease

12,000 Miles Per Yr.

RAM® 1500 / BEST-IN-CLASS 25 MPG HWY1
 / 

BEST DOMESTIC FULL-SIZE PICKUP RESALE VALUE2



band, Crosstyz
Band to
perform this
weekend at
Music Park,

see page 3A 
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Suwannee Democrat

SPORTSSPORTS
Brown is 
state champion

Suwannee High School senior wrestler Shawn Brown is the Class 1A state champion at
160 pounds. This is Suwannee's first state champion since 2010. Congratulations,
Shawn.     Courtesy photo

Ladies beat Madison
County JV, 10-7

SHS JV softball

Briana Shearer (#18 for Suwannee) at plate.  Courtesy photos 

Submitted 

The Suwannee High
School JV softball de-
feated the junior varsity
of Madison County Feb.
11 by a score of 10-7.
The SHS team jumped
out to an early 1-0 lead in
the top of the first. The
Lady Dogs’ threat began
with a double by Emily
Watson. A single by Deni
Allen then moved Wat-
son from second to third.
Aleah Bryant singled,

bringing home Watson. 
With the Lady Dogs

trailing by one in the
fourth, Shyla Hollon
came to the plate and sin-
gled, scoring Aiyhani
McCall. Hollan went 1-1
and drove in one. 
The fifth spelled defeat

for Madison County, as
the Lady Dogs grabbed
the lead for good. More
runners rounded the
bases on an RBI double
by Savannah Slaughter
and a two-run home run

by Kaila Dalton. 
The Lady Dogs added

two more runs in the top
of the sixth. Dalton start-
ed the inning with a dou-
ble, scoring Bryant. That
was followed up by Bri-
ana Shearer's double,
bringing home Dalton. 
The Lady Dogs com-

bined for 16 hits and nine
RBIs. Players with multi-
ple hits were Emily Wat-
son 2-4, Aleah Bryant 2-

Brett signs with VSU

From left, pastor and coach Tommy Brett, Grace Brett and Faith Brett.  - Photo: Andrew McGee

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Feb. 13 marked a happy day for the Brett family as
Grace Brett signed a soccer scholarship to play with the
Valdosta State University Blazers in the fall.
Oldest daughter of Tommy and Faith Brett, Grace has

for several years been an integral part of Suwannee Coun-
ty’s soccer programs. Grace is homeschooled and is in her
senior year.
Faith remembers when Grace was small how she went

all-out whenever it came to soccer practice or a game.
“When she was about five or six years old,” said Faith.

“Right from the get-go, she got on the field. She was 180
out and she would be on the sidelines going crazy even
when she wasn’t in the game.”
Faith watched Grace go from being a small energetic

girl who loved the sport to an incredible athlete who’s
now moved up to the college level. 
Was Valdosta State her first choice?
“I know she had been going to some (soccer) camps,”

said Faith. “She had two other schools that had ap-
proached her and she just found Valdosta State was kind
of where she would fit better.”
Tommy said it’s going to be a bit tough to see his old-

est child leave the nest, but that he’s very proud of her.
“She’s worked hard for it,” said Tommy. “I’m just glad

to see her make this accomplishment.”
He said he knows the level of commitment is going to

be even tougher, but he’s looking forward to seeing her
play college ball.
Grace said she fell in love playing soccer when she was

only five years old and although a bit apprehensive, she’s
ready to dig in.
“I’m excited. I’m nervous, but I’m ready to start a new

chapter in my life,” said Grace.
She does agree that Valdosta being only an hour a way

is convenient for several reasons and of course both par-
ents are glad she’s still close to home.
“I can come home when I need to,” said Grace. “If I’m

having problems...oh, and free food.”
She played center midfield in high school and is hoping

to play that position or possibly as forward in college, but
said she’ll play wherever the coach best needs her.  
All Grace’s coaches and former coaches agree that her

energy and work ethic are outstanding. She never gives
up.
“The one thing I want to talk about the most is her work

ethic,” said former SHS girl’s soccer coach Bill Harris.
He said some teams or a few members of a team could

come to a practice thinking it was going to be easy or
maybe the team was tired, but Grace was full-on all the
time.
“She actually kept me on my toes to make sure we al-

ways had a good workout program,” said Harris.
“Like coach Harris said, her work ethic is second to

none,” said SHS coach Michael Swinney. “I’m looking
forward to come and see you play and reading great

things about you.”
Tommy thanked all the coaches for coming and for

their contribution to Grace’s athletic career. He said it’s
fine tuned her to be the soccer player she’s become. He
said as being one of her coaches, he’s been the hardest
one on her and showed no partiality.
“She’s always had a strong work ethic and I’ve never

had to tell her to get on it, she would just do it,” said Tom-
my.
He said as a coach, you can teach players how to touch

a ball, how to receive and about tactical play, but that you
can’t teach passion and that’s something Grace has a lot
of.
“My ultimate goal is not for her to be the best soccer

Passion, strong work ethic
pays off for soccer athlete

SEE BRETT SIGNS, PAGE 3B

SEE LADIES, PAGE 3B

Jamie Davis and
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Suwannee baseball
opens season with win
Submitted 

The Suwannee High
School Bulldogs varsity
baseball team opened the
2014 season on the road
Feb. 11, with a convincing
14 to 2 win over the
Lafayette Hornets. The
Bulldogs scored early and
often, jumping on the Hor-
nets with four runs in the
first inning, scoring two
runs in each of the second,
fourth, and fifth innings,
and scoring four more
runs in the seventh inning. 

Lafayette scored single
runs in the first and third
innings.

Starting SHS pitcher
Dusting Driver, the lone
senior on this year's team,
tossed four innings to pick
up his first win of the year
on the mound. He allowed
two earned runs while
scattering six base hits,
and struck out six Hornet
batters. Junior Brandon
Furry came on in relief
and pitched two scoreless
innings, allowing only one
base hit with one strike-
out. Freshman Josh
Boyette closed out the
game by tossing a perfect
seventh inning with a
strikeout.
At the plate, the Bulldogs
banged out 13 hits and
drew eight base-on-balls
from Hornet pitchers in
the rout. Junior left fielder
Wyatt Jackson had two
singles in two official at-
bats, three RBI, scored
four runs, drew three
walks, and added a stolen
base to lead the hitting at-
tack. Junior shortstop
Parker Stephens had two
singles and a double, two 

RBIs, and scored a run in
four at-bats. Driver con-
tributed three singles,
scored two runs, and had a
stolen base. Junior right
fielder Rhett Baldwin sin-
gled and doubled, drove
home a pair of runs,
scored twice and also had
a stolen base.  

Junior center fielder
Tim Carter had a single
and a pair of RBIs with a
run scored, and junior
third baseman John
LeDew singled and
knocked in a run. Fresh-
man catcher Sam McMil-
lan doubled, freshman
first baseman Chase Hat-
field drew a walk and
scored a run, and fresh-
man second baseman
Jackson Greene laid down
two sacrifice bunts and
scored twice.

"After losing five senior
starters from last year's
team, this was a great way
to get the new baseball
season started. We only
have one senior on the
team this year and four re-
turning starters, so we
were anxious as coaches
to see how our guys would
respond their first game
out,” said coach Terry
Mixon. “We were very
pleased with the way they
played, and we are look-
ing forward to seeing this
group develop as the sea-
son plays out. We have 12
players on the roster, with
four of those being fresh-
men. Each one of them
contributed in the win
against Lafayette.”

The Bulldogs take on
Hamilton County Thurs-
day at 7 p.m. in Jasper. 

 850464

 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 LOVELY 2/2 DWMH  on 1.5 acres. Priced to sell. 
 Larger than it looks, this home has no wasted space. 
 Spacious bedrooms and baths. Move-in ready. $69,000. 
 Call Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-8067

 MLS#81372 www.RealEstateShows.com/656604

 BANK OWNED  - 1999 TWMH with 2,400 sq.ft. 
 Sits on 1.17 acres nestled in trees. 16 x 16 Work 
 shop, fenced in yard and back porch has vinyl wood 
 deck that is 16x24. $85,000. MLS#86349

 JUST LISTED  - 4 BED 3 BATH BRICK HOME with 
 fireplace, attached carport, screened porch and chain-
 link fenced back yard. $89,000. Call Donna Dawson 
 386-288-5679. MLS# 86223

 BANK OWNED  - 2/2 Condo with with view of the 
 Gulf. Well known for excellent year-round fishing. If you 
 like to fish on the Gulf this unit is the one. Good shape. 
 $90,000. Call Ronnie Poole, 386-208-3175 MLS#86306

 TURN OF THE CENTURY  Victorian 
 restored to show the beauty and elegance. 3/2. 
 Natural hardwood floors, stainless steel appliances. 
 This home has had a TON of TLC and it shows. 
 $138,500. Call Enola Golightly, 386-590-6684 
 MLS#83524

 PRICED TO SELL  - 3/2.5 cedar home on 14+ 
 wooded acres. It could have 4 bdrm. Great room w/FP. 
 Garage has 1/2 bath.  Energy efficient. Minutes from 
 town. $145,000. Call Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 
 MLS#83989

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol

 BEAUTIFUL 4/2 , 1,900+sq.ft. cedar home with great 
 location. Convenient to schools and shopping. Large 
 walk-in-closet in master bdrm, oversized windows, 
 screened in back porch, 32x40 shelter. $149,500. 
 MLS#85327 www.RealEstateShows.com/696013

 RIVERFRONT:  114 ft., 2/2, 1,156 sq. ft. 
 completely furnished, shop/storage, large covered 
 porch, deck at river w/steps leading to sandy 
 shoreline, $150,000. Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244  
 MLS#83114 www.RealEstateShows.com/667371

 MOTIVATED SELLER!  5+ ac. edge of Live Oak, no 
 restrictions, 3/2, 2,538 sq.ft., 16Åfx34Åf family room, FP, 
 everything has been replaced/upgraded, custom rock 
 waterfall/fish pond, workshop/garage. $205,000. Call 
 Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#84258

 CUSTOM - 2 story log home on 8 acres.
 Features High ceilings, French doors, Bay windows. 3/3. 
 Master bdrm Downstairs and upstairs. $214,900. William 
 Golightly, 386-590-6681 MLS#81654

 MAGNIFICENT HOME  on 20 Acres. This 
 custom home offers 4 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, plus 
 a bonus room. High ceilings, lots of character, in-
 ground pool and barn. $370,000. Call Kellie Shirah, 
 386-208-3847 MLS#84924

 LOCATED  on the banks of the Suwannee River just 
 downstream from the Santa Fe. Approx. 1 mile from 
 the Santa Fe River boat ramp. Complete with almost 
 2,000 sq.ft., walkway to the river, deck, and a floating 
 boat slip. Completely furnished. $389,000. MLS#86409

 JUST LISTED



Family and Friends Day
Greater New Bethel AME Church will

observe its annual Family and Friends Day
celebration on Saturday, Feb. 22 at 6 p.m.
The preacher for the occasion will be the
Rev. Michael Ward of Bethel AME Church,
Jasper. Dinner will be served following the
services. Everyone is cordially invited to
come and worship with us. Sis. Eva Polite
and Sis. Melissa Mckire - chairpersons;
Rev. Albert Bivens Jr., pastor.
Wellborn Blueberry Pancake Breakfast

1st Saturday monthly
7am-11am

Wellborn Community Center
Event to benefit Annual Wellborn 

Blueberry Festival
16th Annual Lawn Mower Race

March 29, 2014
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

John’s Lawn Equipment
US 129 North, Live Oak

Support The Arc North Florida and indi-
viduals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. 

Challenge your community competition
and race for the lead position. Prizes for the
top individual and team money raiser. Tro-
phies for the top individual rider and top
team. 

For details and online registration, visit
www.arcnfl.com/LMR or call 386-362-
7143. 

Proceeds go to support individuals in The
Arc North Florida programs to receive the
necessary training to function as indepen-
dently as possible and each client is provid-
ed opportunities to participate fully in the
community. 
Lafayette Adult and Family Education

Center 
Providing help with:

GED Preparation,  GED Testing, TABE
Preparation, Career Planning, FAFSA Ap-
plication, College/Vo-Tech Entrance

There is a fee charged per semester for all
students that enroll in the program:  $45 for
Florida residents and $180 for out-of –state
residents. 

Join us Monday and Tuesday 5-9 p.m.
Call (386) 294-2446 for more informa-

tion 
Let us help YOU see a

BRIGHTER future!
Live Oak Elks Lodge

#1165
We are sponsoring a golf

tournament at the Florida
Gateway Golf & Country
Club in Hamilton County,
March 15 to benefit Elks
charities for information call
the lodge at 362-1165 or
792-1900.

4 - man scramble $50 per
player - hole sponsor $100.
Book Club for Adults at
the Live Oak Library 
The Live Oak Public Li-

brary will be hosting a Book
Club for Adults on the
fourth Wednesday of each
month at 2 p.m. in the con-
ference room. Join us to dis-
cuss your latest read. Re-
freshments will be served.

Please call the library at
386-362-2317 for more in-
formation.

Camera Club meets 
The Branford Camera

Club meets on the 3rd
Thursday of each month,
with an occasional excep-
tion, for the purpose of shar-
ing, learning, and enjoying
all things photographic. We
are an eclectic group with
experiences ranging from
complete novice to consum-
mate professional.  Please
join us.

For more information,
please contact:

Carolyn Hogue, Program
Chair, 386-935-2044

Skip Weigel, Technical
Consultant, 386-9382

Alachua Main Street
Spring Festival
Vendor All Call 

Sunday, March 30, 2014
www.alachuabusiness.com

Volunteers needed
Learn how to be a SHINE volunteer in

your community.    SHINE volunteers offer
free counseling and assistance to Florida
Seniors and those with disabilities,  on top-
ics related to Medicare, Medicaid, long
term care planning, prescription drug assis-
tance, supplemental insurance and more.
Volunteers are needed in Suwannee County.
Comprehensive three day training will take
place in Lake City on March 25-27.   Costs
for transportation are reimbursed and meals
provided.     Call 1-800-262-2243 for infor-
mation and application. 

Suwannee Amateur Radio Club 
First Tuesday, social at 6:30 p. m., fol-

lowed by regular meeting at 7, at its club
house, located north of I10 & US129, Live
Oak.  Call for exact location and directions.
Visitors are always welcome!  The club of-
fers periodic testing for your ham license.
The club's web site is
www.suwanneearc.org.  Amateur radio op-
erators (HAMS) provide emergency radio
communications for those organizations in-
volved in emergencies like law enforce-
ment, hospitals, shelters and the American
Red Cross.  Contact the club's president,
Ron, 688-4057,  for more information.

Artisans and Growers Market 
0pens in the Wirick-Simmons Garden
At the corner of Pearl and Cherry Streets
This market will be open the first Satur-

day of each month from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
If you Make it -- Bake it --  Grow it -- or

Sew it, you can sell it here
$5.00 for your table – We furnish three

canopy tents
$10.00 for 12x12 space on lawn for your

tent or pick-up
All proceeds benefit the Monticello Old

Jail Museum
For more information Contact:
Anne H. Holt
Phone: 850-576-0721
E-Mail: ahholt@ahholt.com
Boy Scout Troop 693 has new sponsor, 

meeting location
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SPORTS

 Morgan Family 
 Dentistry

 Family Dentistry – Endodontics – Implants Family Dentistry – Endodontics – Implants
  Cosmetic Dentistry – Oral Sedation – Orthodontics  Cosmetic Dentistry – Oral Sedation – Orthodontics

 A. Lamar Morgan, D.M.D A. Lamar Morgan, D.M.D

 Daniel L. Morgan, D.M.D Daniel L. Morgan, D.M.D
 Benjamin L. Morgan, D.M.D Benjamin L. Morgan, D.M.D

 Most Insurances Accepted - Financing Available Most Insurances Accepted - Financing Available

 Now with 2 convenient locations Now with 2 convenient locations

 www.morgandentalgroup.com www.morgandentalgroup.com

 85
04

77

 Advent Christian Village           Advent Christian Village          
 10820 Marvin Jones Blvd                      10820 Marvin Jones Blvd                     
 Dowling Park, FL 32064 Dowling Park, FL 32064

 386-658-5870 386-658-5870

 313 N Jefferson St                      313 N Jefferson St                     
 Perry, FL 32347 Perry, FL 32347
 850-584-2674 850-584-2674

 PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION
 SPECIAL SPECIAL

 OPEN
 SAT

 8-NOON
 $29 95 $29 95 $29 95
 Includes up to 5 QTS of
 Honda recommended oil

 Plus Tax & Disposal

 Open Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30  80
87

05

Brett signs with VSU
player or to get the best
education,” said Tommy.
“I know that sounds weird
in our day because we’re
success oriented and I
know in this academic set-
ting it may not be appro-
priate, but my ultimate
goal in life is for her to
love the Lord jesus Christ
and to serve Him.”

He said whether as a
housewife or being a soc-

cer player, in whatever
you do, give it your all to
the glory of God.

He ended, “That’s what
I pray for you.”

Former SHS coach Dar-
rell Curls thanked the SHS
administration and school
board for their support and
trust, and for the coaching
staff in improving the ath-
letic program. 

“Grace, has a never quit
work ethic,” said Curl.
“She’s a player who’s

willing to dedicate her
mind, her body and her
blood to a sport that she
loves.”

He said she has a 3.85
GPA and is very serious
about her academics. He
said her being a focused
athlete and getting good
grades will open doors for
her and that she has a
bright future ahead of her.

“She will represent her
family and this communi-
ty very well,” said Curls.

Continued From Page 1B

4, Briana Shearer 3-4, and Kaila Dalton 3-
4. Dalton singled in the third inning,
homered in the fifth, and doubled in the
sixth. 

Savannah Slaughter hung tough on the
mound for the entire game. While keeping
her composure and endurance, Slaughter
was able to hold the lead in the bottom of
the sixth inning to bring home the Lady
Dogs JV’s first win of the season. 

Ladies beat Madison County JV
Continued From Page 1B

Kaila Dalton (#17 for Suwannee) at bat.

Team congratulating Kaila Dalton for her two-run home run.  Courtesy photos 

Calendar of Events

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE 5B

 850660

 Suwannee Democrat

 www.suwanneedemocrat.com
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UF Weight
Management

Program
Have you heard? Do

you qualify? The UF
Weight Management
Program is funded by
a grant from the Na-
tional Institutes of
Health. This study will
examine ways to pro-
mote long-term
weight management
for men and women in
rural counties of North
Florida. This is a free
program and you can
even receive compen-
sation for travel. Ses-
sions will be in the
UF/IFAS Extension
Office in Suwannee
County, 11th Street,
Live Oak. Our goal is
to help you lose
weight, increase fit-
ness, improve nutri-
tion and manage
stress. To learn more
and to see if you qual-
ify, call 1-877-273-
5235.
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 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 783
926

˙

 Amazing facts about the human heart

 846001

 Family Dentistry
 HERBERT C.
 MANTOOTH,

 D.D.S, P.A.
 602 Railroad Ave., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 362-6556
 1-800-829-6506
 (Out of Suwannee County)  783927

 Every Valentine’s Day homes and businesses dress up the decor with cupids and hearts to celebrate a  day all about love and 
 affection. The heart shape has been used to symbolically represent the human heart as the center of 
 emotion and romantic love. Hearts symbolizing love can be traced back to the Middle Ages. 

 Those familiar with human anatomy realize that an actual heart bares very little resemblance to the 
 ideographic heart shape used in art and imagery. Similarly, the human heart really has nothing to do  with 
 human emotions. Despite this, there are many interesting components of the heart, and a man or woman
 truly cannot love or live without one.

 The heart as an organ is relatively small in size. It is roughly the size of a fist and weighs only  11 
 ounces on average. Although diminutive, the heart is responsible for pumping 2,000 gallons of blood 
 through 60,000 miles of blood vessels each day. It accomplishes this by beating 72 times a minute in  a 
 healthy adult. All of the cells in the body receive blood except for the corneas in the eye. 

 The heart works harder than any other muscle in the body. In a fetus, it begins beating at four 
 weeks after conception and will not stop until a person’s time of death. Even then, sometimes the he art 
 can be revived. A heart can also continue to beat outside of the body provided it has an adequate ox ygen 
 supply.

 Although many people refer to all of the blood vessels in their body as “veins,” they’re actually a 
 combination of veins and arteries. Veins carry fresh, oxygenated blood to the body through arteries.  The 
 main artery leaving the left heart ventricle is called the aorta, while the main artery leaving the  right 
 ventricle is known as the pulmonary artery. Blood traveling back to the heart flows through veins af ter it 
 has passed the lungs to pick up oxygen. The thumping noise that is heard while the heart is beating  is 
 actually the chambers of the heart closing and opening as blood flows through.

 While the heart may not be the cornerstone of emotions, it can be affected by feelings. Studies have  shown that a “broken  heart” is 
 a real occurrence, according to Live Science. Bad news or a breakup with a loved one can put a perso n at increased risk for heart attack. 

 This type of trauma releases stress hormones into the body that 
 can stun the heart. Chest pain and shortness of breath ensue but 
 can be remedied after some rest.
 Conversely, laughter and positive feelings can be beneficial for 
 the heart. Research has shown that a good laughing fit can cause 
 the lining of the blood vessel walls -- called the endothelium -- to 
 relax. This helps increase blood flow for up to 45 minutes 
 afterward. 

 Although having a big heart colloquially means that a person 
 is loving and goes out of their way for others, physically speaking, 
 a big heart is unhealthy. An enlarged heart can be a sign of heart 
 disease and compromise the heart’s ability to pump blood 
 effectively. Left untreated, it can lead to heart failure.

       The heart is an amazing organ responsible for 
 sustaining life. Although it is not directly tied to love and emotions, 
 without the heart such feelings wouldn’t be possible.

 Physical Therapy

 800726

 Locally Owned & Operated

 Live Oak  208-1414
 Lake City      755-8680

 • Medicare, Protegrity
 • Blue Cross, Av Med

 John Palmer, Physical Therapist
 Lacey Bailey, Physical Therapist Assistant

 H C  Healthcore, Inc.
 “Meeting All Your Rehabilitative Needs”

 H C  Healthcore, Inc.

 A Medicare Certified Rehabilitation Agency

 • Physical Therapy • Specializing In Arthritis • Fibromyalgia
  •  Geriatrics • Spinal & Joint Pain • Sports Injuries • Work Injuries

  • Pediatrics • Manual Therapy •"Lymphedema

SHS track and field
Bulldogs participate in Eastside invitational

F 100 Meter Hurdles 
1) Logan Boss 15.59
2) Tatyanna Cherry 20.76
F 100 Meter Dash 
1) Daycia Bandy 13.03
17) I'munique Mitchell

16.04
18) Faithia Lee 16.41
M 100 Meter Dash 
2) Denzel Washington

11.43
5) Aaron Mcalister 11.60
M 110 Meter Hurdles 
1) Zachary Smith 18.13
2) Steven Potter 20.09
4) koriegh White 20.59
5) Darious Herring 21.28
F 1,600 Meter Run 
5) Autumn Raulerson

6:25.17
11) Koryn Becker 7:45.18
M 1,600 Meter Run 
2) Jason Brown 4:49.92
13) Cameron Potter

6:03.41
17) Leon Holmes 6:28.24
F 200 Meter Dash 
1) Daycia Bandy 27.55
12) Lakiya Rossin 31.78
17) Jashari Blige 33.27
M 200 Meter Dash 
2) justin martin 22.89
3) Denzel Washington

23.33
4) Aaron Mcalister 23.58
F 300 Meter Hurdles 
1) Logan Boss 48.66
3) Savannah Jackson 57.78
4) Anna Wright 1:00.41
M 300 Meter Hurdles 
1) Steven Potter 44.93
3) Zachary Smith 47.48
5) koriegh White 51.26
6) Gary Sansone 52.61
F 3,200 Meter Run 
5) Katie Stalvey 14:33.07
6) Merrideth Lord

14:39.95

M 3,200 Meter Run 
2) Jason Brown 10:59.76
8) Zachary Pennington

14:25.11
9) Gary Sansone 14:56.81
F 400 Meter Dash 
12) Tatyanna Cherry

1:14.49
M 400 Meter Dash 
2) Jamari Wheeler 55.88
4) Nate Owens 57.31
7) juwan kinsey 59.34
9) Kieth Clarridy 59.88
F 4x100 Meter Relay 
1) 58.58
M 4x100 Meter Relay
1) 43.28
F 4x400 Meter Relay 
2) 4:57.40
M 4x400 Meter Relay
3) 3:54.61
F 4x800 Meter Relay 
2) 11:37.70
M 4x800 Meter Relay 

2) 9:12.95
F 800 Meter Run
5) Megan Ellis 2:51.69
11) Kaitlin Drewing

4:09.73
M 800 Meter Run 
7) c.j. oliver 2:16.16
9) Jaquez Strickland

2:18.37
17) Wyatt Jarvis 2:28.49
18) Trevor Clements

2:31.49
F Discus 
3) Carrie Smith 66-5
5) Sarah Brown 57-11
7) Anna Wright 53-7
8) Danielle Hurst 51-6
M Discus 
1) Cari Blaylock 115-1
2) Cody Mercer 109-2
6) Michael Tolbert 79-8
F Long Jump 
1) Daycia Bandy 15-3.5
8) Jashari Blige 12-1.25

9) Shana Kilby 11-11.75
12) Kierra Cherry 10-0.25
M Long Jump 
1) justin martin 21-1
5) Denzel Washington 18-

5
9) Dea Coleman 17-6.5
F Shot Put 
2) Genesis Leggett 26-8
3) Jade Brown 22-2.5
7) Carrie Smith 23-2.5
9) Sarah Brown 19-8.5
M Shot Put 
1) Seth Dickerson 39-0
2) Steven Anderson 37-4
2) Cody Mercer 38-5.5
3) Jeffery Clayton 36-11
F Triple Jump 
1) Logan Boss 34-6
M Triple Jump 
2) Jaquez Strickland 36-6
3) Jamari Wheeler 35-11
4) Nate Owens 35-7
5) Greg Fort 33-6

Here are the results of the Eastside
Invitational for Suwannee High School

held on Saturday, Feb. 15. SHS partic-
ipates in the Panhandle Open in Plant

City at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 22.
The first home meet is the Suwannee

Invitational on Saturday, March 1 at 9
a.m. 

Calendar of Events
Boy scout troop 693, Harry Reeve scoutmaster,

troop693@windstream.net, (386) 590-6121, have begun
meeting at the Live Oak Shrine Club, 11557 100th Street,
on Thursdays, 6:30 - 8 p. m. 

The Shrine Club has recently become its charter organi-
zation! 

Membership is open to 11-17 year-old boys. 
Attention bridge players

A group of bridge players meet every Monday at 6 p.m.

at Sakura Restaurant, 1548 S. Ohio Ave., Live Oak to play
Chicago bridge. We have openings for players. Please con-
tact Lucille Heinrich at 362-5995 for more information.

Want to learn bridge or brush up on your skills? Meet at
Sakura Restaurtant on Monday at 5 p.m. for an hour of
FREE tutoring. Contact Lucille Heinrich at 362-5995 to
register.
Pony Express & North Florida Equestrian Team
Open/4-H horse shows. March 1, Last show TBA.  Reg-

istration starts at 9 a.m. Classes at 10 a.m. Bob Holmes are-
na 1302 11th SW Live Oak, Fla. 32060. 

Collective points, end of the series awards & banquet, 1st
- 6th place ribbons, Halter Grand & Reserve. Photograph-
er, concession, covered arena, & plenty of shaded parking. 

$6 per class, $40 ride all day, multi horse & family dis-
counts. $5 ground fee for non showing horses. Current cog-
gins is required. 

Pre Registration starting at http://ponyexpress4-
hclub.yolasite.com/

If you have any questions please feel free to email 
Us at ponyexpress4h@hotmail.com or call
Katherine King (386) 209-1524

Continued From Page 3B
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CLASSIFIEDS

850099
LOP FCAN

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079 784025

 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

LOG ON
TODAY!

classifi edmarketplaceonline.com

 Acreage 

 Absolute Auction.  Ponce de 
 Leon , FL. 11+/- acres, 21,000+/- sq. 
 ft. of  improvements near US Hwy 
 90, offered in 7 parcels . February 
 27,  1:00pm, gtauctions.com, 
 205.326.0833, Granger, Thagard & 
 Associates, Inc. G.W. Thagard - 
 AU2846,AB2100,BK3009116. 

 Adoption

 Devoted, affectionate 
 professional couple  will help 
 you,  unconditionally love & be 
 hands on with your baby; maintain 
 contact. Allowed expenses paid. 
 Doug & Liz 800-918-4773.-Susan 
 Stockman-FL# 0342521 

 Education

 You can become an expert 
 in HVAC  installation and repair.  
 Pinnacle Career Institute Online 
 HVAC education in as little as 12 
 months.  Call us today: 1-877-651-
 3961 or go online:  www.HVAC-
 Online-Education.com 

 Employment Services

 AIRLINE CAREERS  begin here 
 - Get FAA approved Aviation 
 Maintenance Technician training. 
 Housing and Financial Aid for 
 qualified students. Job placement 
 assistance. CALL Aviation Institute 
 of Maintenance 877-741-9260 
 www.FixJets.com 

 Health

 Liberation by American 
 Standard Walk-In Bath   - 
 Don’t Struggle Getting Out Of A 
 Normal Bathtub.  Stay in your 
 home longer, safely, independently.  
 Liberation Walk-In Baths 
 Commended by the Arthritis 
 Foundation.  Best Lifetime 
 Warranty in the industry. 
 Hydrotherapy, Chromatherapy, 
 Aromatherapy no extra cost. 

 850099

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 02-19-14 — 02-25-14

 Installation Included!  Get 
 $1,000 Off - Call Toll-Free Today 
 1-866-583-1432. 

 Help Wanted

 CDL-A Team Owner 
 Operators:  $2,500 Lease 
 Incentive! Team Dedicated 
 Routes. Great Revenue & 
 Regular Weekly Home Time! 
 888-486-5946 NFI Industries 
 nfipartners.com 

 DRIVER TRAINEES 
 NEEDED NOW!  Learn to 
 drive for US Xpress! Earn $700 
 per week! No experience 
 needed! Local CDL Training. Job 
 ready in 15 days! 1-888-368-
 1964 

 Heavy Equipment 
 Operator Training!
 Bulldozers, Backhoes, Excavators.  
 3 Weeks Hands On Program. 
 Local Job Placement Assistance. 
 National Certifications. GI Bill 
 Benefits Eligible. 1-866-362-6497 

 Experienced OTR Flatbed 
 Drivers  earn 50 up to 55 cpm 
 loaded. $1000 sign on to 
 Qualified drivers. Home most 
 weekends. Call: 843-266-3731 / 
 www.bulldoghiway.com EOE 

 Home Improvement

 29 Serious People to 
 Work From Anywhere 
 Using a Computer 
 Up To $1,500- $5,000 PT/FT 
 www.amazinglifestylefromhome.
 com 

 Real Estate

 New Log Home*  on 10+ 
 acres only $89,900 3 Bed, 2 bath 
 log home w direct river access. 
 Convenient to downtown 
 Jacksonville. Excellent financing. 
 Call now 877-525-3033, x.19 *
 Constructed weather-tight log 
 home shell. EHO 

 Spectacular Blue Ridge 
 Mtn View.  1+ Acre - only 
 $14,900! Gorgeous corner 
 parcel in prime No. Georgia 
 location w/ spectacular Blue 
 Ridge Mountain view. Next to 
 U.S. National Forest. Paved 
 roads, municipal water & 
 underground power. Mild 
 restrictions, RV friendly. Call & 
 ask about our FREE overnight 
 stay with tour. Excellent low 
 rate financing. Call now 1-866-
 952-5303, Ext. 169 

 Real Estate/
  Mobile Homes

 Mobile Homes with 
 acreage.  Ready to move in. 
 Seller Financing (subject to 
 credit approval). Lots of room 
 for the price, 3Br 2Ba. No 
 renters. 850-308-6473 
 VMFhomes.com 

 Satellite TV

 DISH TV Retailer.  Starting 
 $19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
 Broadband Internet starting 
 $14.95/month (where 
 available.) Ask About SAME 
 DAY Installation! CALL Now! 
 1-800-980-6193  
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CHEVY PRESIDENTS DAY SALE!

 2013 DODGE CHALLENGER

2013 DODGE DART

2013 RAM 1500 CREW

2013 CHRYSLER 300 C

2013 DODGE CHARGER

All prices plus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates.  Vehicles may be located at either of 
our Quitman or Valdosta dealerships.  All prices good through February 22, 2014 or until vehicle is sold, whichever comes first. 

Truck prices include $1000 rebate when financed with Chrysler Capital. 
Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price.

2013-2014 Motor Trend of the Year Back-to-Back 
First Time Ever per Motor Trend Magazine.

2014 RAM 2500
 4 DOOR 4X4 HEAVY DUTY

Q140190

5.7L HEMI, AUTO, HEATED LEATHER BUCKETS, REMOTE START
NAVI ,20  CHROME WHEELS, REAR BACK-UP CAMERA
MSRP        $47,290   
DISCOUNT  -$8,292

2014 RAM 1500 LARAMIE 4 DR

2014 RAM 3500 DUALLY
 4 DOOR HEAVY DUTY

Q140127

CASS BURCH

Q140075

6.7L CUMMIN DIESEL, REAR BACK-UP CAMERA, TRAILER 
BRAKE CONTROL 5TH WHEEL/GOOSENECK TOW GROUP, 
CHROME GROUP
MSRP        $48,205   
DISCOUNT  -$7,212

V130392

2014 DODGE AVENGER

Q140111

V130182

Q130152
5.7L HEMI, DUAL PANE SUNROOF, 
NAVI, LEATHER HEATED SEATS, LOADED!
MSRP $43475  DISCOUNT -$8,481

2014 JEEP COMPASS

Q140038

2014 RAM 1500 QUAD

2014 GRAND CARAVAN

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE

2014 RAM 1500

Q140098

V130209Q140040

V140293

888-304-2277 888-463-6831

Q130333

Q140042

Q140106

2014 CHRYSLER 200

229-263-7561
8640 HWY 84 WESTAll prices plus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates.  Vehicles may be 

located at either of our Quitman or Valdosta dealerships.Vehicle prices include Trade-In & GM Loyalty Rebate 
(owners of  1999 or newer GM vehicles.  All prices good through February 22, 2014 or until vehicle is sold, 
whichever comes first. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price. 

2014 CHEVY CRUZE 

1.8L ECOTEC ENGINE
AUTO TRANSMISSION

POWER EQUIPMENT GROUP
ON-STAR SIRIOUS 
SATELLITE RADO

2014 CHEVY CAMARO

2014 CHEVY SONIC LT

C140042

2014 SILVERADO 1500 4 DOOR LT

ALL-STAR EDITION
18  ALUM WHEELS 

REAR CAMERA 
REMOTE START 

& MORE!

2014 SILVERADO 1500 4 DOOR
 LT 4X4

2014 SILVERADO 1500 

C140050

2014 CHEVY EQUINOX

32 MPG 
(PER WINDOW STICKER) 
BLUE TOOTH WIRELESS
USB PORT, 2.4 L SIDI
SIRIUS/MP3 PLAYER 

2013 CHEVY SUBURBAN LT

LUXURY PKG., HEATED 
LEATHER SEATS 
20” WHEELS, NAVI
POWER LIFTGATE
REAR CAMERA
LOADED
MSRP      $51,650
DISCOUNT -$6,656

C140036

2014 SILVERADO DURAMAX DIESEL
2500 4X4                         4 DOOR                           

ALL-STAR EDITION
5.3L V8 18  ALUM 

WHEELS, REAR CAMERA 
REMOTE START 

& MORE!

POWER WINDOWS, 
DOORS & LOCKS

REARVIEW CAMERA
PERFECT FOR 

YOUR BUSINESS!

 C140066

CHEVROLET SWEEPS 2014 
NORTH AMERICAN CAR/TRUCK OF THE YEAR!

CASS BURCH

CORVETTES 
IN STOCK!

COME SEE!!!

Z71 OFF ROAD PKG.
ALLISON AUTO TRANS
H D TRAILER PKG.
REAR CAMERA
INTERIOR PLUS PKG.
MSRP      $54,205
DISCOUNT -$8,212

SUPER BOWL MVP
HIGH COUNTRY
NOW IN STOCK!

Sprauy-in Bedliner Included With Every Truck!  •   Everyone Knows Chevy’s Cost Less In Quitman!!!

2014 Chevy Silverado Truck of the Year2014 Corvette Stingray  Car of the Year

2014 CHEVY MALIBU

2014 CHEVY EXPRESS VAN
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