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 Up To

SUNDAY

Branford Chili Cook-Off is Sunday. 
See more in Branford News, page 7A.

INSIDE

Suwannee Middle School
FFA stays busy, page 9A.

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee County Board of
County Commissioners is seeking
$3 million from neighboring Co-
lumbia County to assist with fund-
ing the development of the catalyst
site, according to a letter from
Suwannee County Commissioner

Wesley Wainwright. 
On Dec. 16, Wainwright sent a

letter to Dale Williams, Columbia
County’s administrator, asking
them to partner with Suwannee
County by the means of a $3 mil-
lion investment into their site. 
“To date we have spent $6.7 mil-

lion exhausting our cash reserves,”
Wainwright wrote. “In an effort to

continue the unobstructed develop-
ment of the site we are asking Co-
lumbia County to consider invest-
ing $3 million against a propor-
tional share of future ad valorem
revenue.”
As of Dec. 13, Suwannee Coun-

ty had invested a total of
$8,725,457.43 on projects at the
catalyst site. Of that amount, more

than $6 million was county taxpay-
er money while the rest was grant
money (state taxpayer money).
The county is currently advertis-

ing for proposals from loaning in-
stitutions for approximately $4
million to cover contracts with JB
Coxwell Contracting for work at

County seeks $3M from Columbia for catalyst site

Wainwright SEE COUNTY, PAGE 10A

PotashCorp to continue as
major community partner

248 personnel were immediately
impacted by the layoffs. 
This reduced PotashCorp’s
workforce by 18 percent.

A look at the history
of the Suwannee River
Chemical Plant

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

With the recent massive layoff at
PotashCorp White Springs and the even-
tual closure of the Suwannee River Chem-
ical Plant this year, the effects on Hamil-
ton and neighboring counties as a whole
should be minimal, according to Public

Affairs Manager Mike Williams.
As previously reported, White Springs

Agricultural Chemicals, Inc (PotashCorp
White Springs) announced Tuesday, Dec.
3, that it will permanently close the
Suwannee River Chemical Plant – one of
two plants at the White Springs facility –
during the second half of this year. Initial
closure activities resulted in an immediate
reduction of 248 people. Final closure lat-
er this year will result in an additional re-
duction of approximately 100 people; a
cumulative reduction of approximately 50

Suwannee County 71
Hamilton County 68
Columbia County 91
Alachua County 1
Madison County 2
Baker County 2
Echols/Lowndes, Ga. 13SEE POTASHCORP, PAGE 10A

A night view of the Suwannee River Chemical Plant in White Springs.

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Suwannee Landing property will
be retained by the county following
settlement of a lawsuit and will not
be sold at this time, according to
County Administrator Randy Har-
ris.
When Third Circuit Judge David

Fina rendered his judgment on Aug.
23, he ordered the county to pay
$2.75 million to TSS Development,
former owner of Suwannee Land-
ing property, for breaching a devel-
opment agreement. Fina also or-
dered the county to pay TSS Devel-
opment $68,145 for 19.47 acres
that was conveyed to the county by
the developer. 
In 2006, TSS Development en-

tered into an agreement to develop
the county’s property into an up-
scale flying community. In their de-
veloping efforts, TSS Development
owner Fred Treadway deeded
19.74 acres to the county for the

County 
to retain
former
Suwannee
Landing
property
No plans to sell
property, says county
administrator 

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A Lake City woman died from in-
juries sustained in an early Sunday
morning crash in Suwannee County, ac-
cording to the Florida Highway Patrol.
Records show that on Sunday, Jan. 5

at 1:40 a.m., Heather Nicole Raulerson,
33, Lake City, was traveling south on

CR 137 near 192 Street in Suwannee
County in a 2000 Ford F250 pickup.
Raulerson entered a left hand curve and
partially drove onto the southbound
shoulder with the right side tires. She
over-corrected and steered left crossing
both lanes and traveled into the north-
bound ditch. Raulerson then over-cor-
rected again and steered right. The pick-
up began rotating clockwise and as it

re-entered the northbound lane it over-
turned ejecting the driver. Raulerson,
who was not wearing a seatbelt, was
pronounced deceased at the scene, re-
ports state.
Two passengers, Devin Raulerson,

13, and Shelby Raulerson, 12, both of
Lake City, sustained serious injuries in
the crash and were transported to
Shands UF Gainesville, FHP stated.

Lake City woman dies in Suwannee crash

Rodgers is
Gainesville
Sun Coach
of the Year

- Photo: Paul Buchanan 
(SuwanneeSports.com)

See story, Page 1B

Spelling stars at SMS
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BONE-CHILLING TUESDAY

Folks in the Suwannee Valley area turned on their sprinklers to create dazzling ice works of art. Westara Lynn sent this photo of her
creation via Suwannee Democrat’s Facebook page. The National Weather Service out of Jacksonville reported a minimum low of 22
degrees three miles north of Houston Tuesday morning. Jasper in Hamilton County reported a minimum low of 20 degrees.

* See dealer for details.
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Arrest Record

� Advertising Manager,
Monja Slater, ext. 105
� Sr. Advertising Representative,
Bill Regan, ext. 160
� Advertising Representative,
Brenda Demarais, ext. 109
� Advertising Representative,
Jennifer Hutchins, ext. 141
� Classified/Legal,
Louise Sheddan, ext. 102
� Telesales Ad Representative,
Nancy Goodwin, ext. 103

The Suwannee Democrat, published
Wednesday and Friday. 
Periodicals postage paid at 
Live Oak, FL 32064. Business located
at 211 Howard Street East, Live Oak,
FL. Publication number 530180. 

“POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to Suwannee
Democrat, PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL
32064.” Annual subscription rate is
$35 in county, $50 out of county and
$50 out of state. Subscribe online at
www.suwanneedemocrat.com.

OFFICE HOURS
Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Letters, comments and opinions on
the Viewpoint & Opinions page are
not  necessarily those of the
management/ownership of the
Suwannee Democrat.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be mailed, faxed or
emailed to our office. All letters are
read. Not all letters are published.
Letters may be edited to fit available
space. The editor should not alter the
writer’s point of view. Well written
letters require less editing. Keep it to
the point, an ideal range is 150 to
200 words. Please include your
name, address and day and evening
phone numbers for verification.
Letters MUST be signed. Letters to
the editor can be limited to one
letter per quarter per individual.

RANT & RAVE HOTLINE
Here's your chance to tell everyone what you
think! Callers may dial 208-8314 and leave a
message to express their thoughts, good or
bad, 24/7 about issues and politics, but not
about private individuals or businesses.If you
prefer, you may email your comments to
jeff.waters@gaflnews.com. Your name is not
required, but you must
adhere to no more than
200 words. 

Suwannee
Democrat

HOW TO REACH US
Switchboard, 386-362-1734
Fax, 386-364-5578
Email, nf.editorial@gaflnews.com
Mail, P.O. Box 370
Live Oak, FL 32064
Office, 211 Howard Street East
� Publisher,
Myra Regan, ext. 122

CONTACT US WITH
YOUR COMMENTS

If you have any questions or 
concerns, call us at 386-362-1734 

or visit our Website at 
www.suwanneedemocrat.com

NEWSROOM
� Editor,
Jeff Waters, ext. 131
� Reporter,
Andrew McGee, ext. 132
� Reporter,
Bryant Thigpen, ext. 133
� Reporter,
Joyce Marie Taylor, ext. 130

ADVERTISING

Serving Suwannee County Since 1884

CIRCULATION
� Circulation
Service Hours, M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Subscription Rates,
In-county, $35         Out-of-county, $50

�

SuwanneeCounty Part of  
“The Original Florida”
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 9980 Hwy 90 (at CR49)
 Live Oak, FL 32060

 Wings

 59 ¢

 Open 6am -7pm
 7 Days A Week

 Medical  — North Florida Animal 
 Rescue Health Center is now 
 open for all of your pet’s 
 medical needs.  We are a full 
 service, state-of-the-art medical 
 facility that offers spays and 
 neuters, medical treatments, 
 vaccinations, flea and tick control and 
 so much more.  Contact us at 386-963-1354 
 to schedule your appointment.

 Grooming  — North Florida Animal Rescue now 
 offers full service grooming.  Please contact us at 
 386-963-1295 for more information.

 Adoption  — Come to North Florida Animal Rescue 
 to find your forever friend!  We have many dogs and 
 cats ready for adoption.  
 Please contact us at 386-963-1295 or see our
 website at  www.northfloridaanimalresuce.org
 for more information.

 Pavilion  — North Florida Animal Rescue’s pavilion 
 is available for all of your special events.  Weddings, 
 receptions, birthdays and more. Contact us at 
 386-963-1295 for more information.

 847030

 North Florida Animal  Rescue Health Center

So many options, so many dreams,
all in one place...

America’s Home Place.

“The builder you can trust.”

On-your-lot custom home builder since 1972

1525 Baytree Rd.
Valdosta, GA 31602
229.245.8560

When it comes to selecting new home plans and building an on
your lot custom built home, Americas Home Place is a unique
custom home builder with both quality and a!ordability in new

home construction. Our home building company has been
helping home buyers evaluate home building lots, design house

plans, and build quality custom dream homes since 1972.

84
60

31

 Morgan Family 
 Dentistry

 Family Dentistry – Endodontics – Implants Family Dentistry – Endodontics – Implants
  Cosmetic Dentistry – Oral Sedation – Orthodontics  Cosmetic Dentistry – Oral Sedation – Orthodontics

 A. Lamar Morgan, D.M.D A. Lamar Morgan, D.M.D

 Daniel L. Morgan, D.M.D Daniel L. Morgan, D.M.D
 Benjamin L. Morgan, D.M.D Benjamin L. Morgan, D.M.D

 Most Insurances Accepted - Financing Available Most Insurances Accepted - Financing Available

 Now with 2 convenient locations Now with 2 convenient locations

 www.morgandentalgroup.com www.morgandentalgroup.com

 84
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 Advent Christian Village           Advent Christian Village          
 10820 Marvin Jones Blvd                      10820 Marvin Jones Blvd                     
 Dowling Park, FL 32064 Dowling Park, FL 32064

 386-658-5870 386-658-5870

 313 N Jefferson St                      313 N Jefferson St                     
 Perry, FL 32347 Perry, FL 32347
 850-584-2674 850-584-2674

Editor’s note: The
Suwannee Democrat prints
the entire arrest record each
week. If your name appears
here and you are later found
not guilty or the charges are
dropped, we will be happy
to make note of this in the
newspaper when judicial
proof is presented to us by
you or the authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
SCSO-Suwannee County

Sheriff’s Office
LOPD-Live Oak Police

Department
FDLE-Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP-Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC-Florida Wildlife

Commission
DOT-Department of

Transportation
OALE-Office of Agricul-

tural Law Enforcement
P & P-Probation and Pa-

role
USMS-US Marshals Ser-

vice
ATF-Department of Alco-

hol, Tobacco and Firearms
DOC-Department of Cor-

rections 

Jan 2, Ralph Thomas
Hunt, 29, 4845 US Hwy 90
W, Lake City, FL, VOP
(Poss Cntrl Subs): SCSO-
A. Sutton
Jan 2, Danielle Leanne

Bailey, 28, 336 Richardson
Ave SW, Live Oak, FL,
VOP-DWLS/R, VOP-
DWLS/R: SCSO- Cpl. A.
Sutton
Jan 2, George Michael

Ragsdale, 59, 10984 112th
Street, Live Oak, FL, Bat-
tery (Dom Violence), 1st
App/WFW/PD Appt:
SCSO- M. Landis
Jan 3, Willie Bell, 40,

Hamilton CI, Jasper, FL,
Return for Court: SCSO- T.
Ford/A. Sutton
Jan 3, Brandon William

Crow, 27, 11165 142nd St,
Live Oak, FL, Grand Theft,
Dealing in Stolen Property,
1st App—PD App Per Fina

Jan 3, Jessica Henderson,
22, 424 Walker Ave SW,
Live Oak, FL, Polk Cty Wrt,
Failure to Return Specifi
Property, 1st App-N/A PD
Per Fina
Jan 3, Thomas Ray

Amon, 39, Suwannee CI,
Live Oak, FL, Return for
Court: SCSO- T. Ford/A.
Sutton
Jan 3, Thomas W Dewey,

62, 17341 44th St, Live
Oak, FL, Felony Petit Theft
2 Cts, 1st App—N/A PD Per
Fina
Jan 4, Ian R. Field, 30,

514 Meadow, Live Oak, FL,
Agg Battery (Dom Viol), 1st
App—PD App Per Fina
Jan 4, Delayna Lynn

Daniles, 21, 6459  119th Rd,
Live Oak, FL, Agg Asault
on LEO, Poss Cocaine, Poss
Cont Sub, Poss Cont Sub,
Poss Cont Sub, Resis
W/Viol, Poss Drug Para, 1st
App—PD App Per Fina
Jan 5, Jose Ever Lopez,

36, 8389 168th St, Live
Oak, FL, No DL 2nd Of-
fense: SCSO- M. Henry
Jan 5, Robert K Daniels,

43, 4554 Stewart Pl, Mid-

dleburg, FL, Suwannee Co
VOP O/C DUI: SCSO- C.
Smith
Jan 5, Eddie Doster, 36,

7207 Dogwood Lane, Kan-
napolis, NC, Suwannee Co
Wrt VOP O/C Grand Theft,
Cash Bond: SCSO- D. Fal-
gout
Jan 5, Christian D, Santa,

29, 10600 NW 81st St,
Tamarac, FL, Retail Theft:
SCSO- A. Cundiff
Jan 5, Keajon L. Virgil,

20, 818 6th St, Live Oak,
FL, FTA-No Valid DL,
Cash Only Bond: SCSO- T.
Smith
Jan 6, Elizabeth Anne

Marcano, 36, 5116 NW
20th Dr, Jennings, FL,
Lewd Lac Batter on a Chil,
Child Abuse (2Cts), Contrib
to Del of Minor, Bond on all
Charges: SCSO- Stevenson
Jan 6, Billy Wayne

Blackburn, II, 18, 12466
CR 51, Live Oak, FL, VOP
(Poss -20 Resist W/O Vio-
lence): SCSO- Brandon
Marsh

Jan 6, Kevin Dale Tallant,
38, 11730 24th St, Live
Oak, FL, St Lucie Co-FTA
O/C DWLS, Habitual/Will-
ful Wanton Reckless Dri-
ving: LOPD- D. Hohman
Jan 6, Dubois Akeem

Crockrom, 22, 2010 W
Broad Ave Apt 82, Albany,
GA, Resist Arrest W/O
Viol: FHP- W. McGauley
Jan 6, Jason Mark An-

glin, 22, 1050 NW 80th Ave
Apt 202, Pompano Beach,
FL, VOP O/C Trespass after
Warning: SCSO- L. Land
Jan 6, Francis Nadine

Slack, 45, 21238 135th Dri-
ve, O'Brien, FL, DWLS/R
Knowingly, Poss Drug
Paraphernalia: LOPD- D.
Slaughter
Jan 6, Jerry Lee Hires, 27,

6627 57th Place, Live Oak,
FL, Sentenced 60 Days CJ:
SCSO- T. Lee
Jan 6, Charlette Taniki

Edwards, 34, 1451 SW 6th
Way, Deerfield Beach, FL,
Sentenced 15 Months
DOC: SCSO- T. Lee

Total calls for service:
121

Medical Calls  103

Cardiac: 15
Trauma: 8
Motor vehicle crash: 6
Miscellaneous medical
call: 10
Respiratory: 12
Fall: 7
Altered Mental Status: 6
Abdominal Pain/N/V: 10
Weakness: 3
Seizure: 6
OD: 1
Death: 3
CVA: 3
Diabetic: 3

Lift Assist: 3
OB: 4
Allergic Reaction:2
Medical Alarm: 1 

Fire Calls 18

Brush fire: 2
Motor vehicle crash: 4
Smoke investigation: 2
Fire alarm: 2
Powerline Down: 3
Medical Assist: 4
Gas Leak: 1

Back-up Calls Rescue 6:
5

Volunteer Fire
Responses: 7

SCFR calls for service from
12/29/2013 @ midnight to
1/4/2014 @midnight
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 EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA
 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS

 847191

 Chair
 $ 200 00

 Sofa
 $ 389 00

 Sofa & Chair
 $ 429 00

 New Year’s Specials

Spelling stars at SMS

From left: Marcia Boatright, Jason Bashaw, Owen Jack Williams, Tara Sanger, Carl Thomas and Donna Long. 

By Shelby Blankenship and Brooklynn
Carroll
SMS student reporters

Suwannee Middle School held a school-
wide spelling bee on Dec. 18. There were
18 rounds of hard competition, but the top
three spellers came out on top.

Lane Friehofer (7th grade) came in third
place, Tara Sanger (8th grade) was the sec-
ond place contestant, and the winner of the
SMS spelling bee was Owen Jack
Williams (8th grade).
SMS reporters recently spoke with the

spelling champion. When asked his
thoughts on winning the bee, Owen said he

was excited.  What was the hardest word
for this spelling master? 
“The last one, duplicity,” said Owen.
And his thoughts on going to the district

spelling bee Jan. 16? Like most competi-
tors, he answered, “nervous.”
SMS would like to thank the pronounc-

er and judges for the competition: Jason

Bashaw, Marcia Boatright, Donna Long
and Carl Thomas. These individuals vol-
unteered their time and the competition
could not have gone on without them.
Suwannee Middle School congratulates

the winners on their hard work and their
commitment to the spelling bee. You are
all champions in our book!

Annual Branford Chili Cook-Off is Saturday, Jan. 11
Submitted

The Fifth Annual Branford
Chili Cook-Off will be held
on Saturday, Jan. 11, from 11
a.m. until 2 p.m. at Hatch
Park on Craven Street in
Branford. 
The event will include a

silent auction for adults and
kids, door prizes, live DJ, an-

tique car show, moon walk,
kiddie train rides, Home De-
pot Kids Workshop, and a
chili contest.  
First, second and third

place cash prizes and best
decorated booth will be
awarded. The public is invit-
ed. 
A $5 admission to the

event will include all you can
eat chili.
Proceeds from the Fifth

Annual Branford Chili
Cook-Off will benefit Her-

ry’s Kids Pediatric Services,
a program of the Hospice of
Citrus and the Nature Coast. 
To register your chili or for

more information call the
Hospice of the Nature Coast
at 386-755-7714.
Hospice of Citrus and the

Nature Coast specializes in
end-of-life care for adults
and children focusing on
physical, emotional, spiritual
and social comfort. To learn
more go on-line www.hos-
piceofcitrus.org.Lunch & Learn

series at the Live
Oak Library 

Eric Musgrove will be pre-
senting a series of lectures on
the history of Suwannee
County at the Live Oak Li-
brary.  This Lunch & Learn
series will be held from 12-1
p.m. the second Thursday of
the month beginning on Jan.
9 through May 8.  
Eric Musgrove, Suwannee

County’s historian, is a sev-
enth generation resident of
Suwannee County where his
family has resided since just
after the Civil War. Eric is a
long time member of the
Suwannee County Historical
Commission and also per-
forms volunteer work for the
Suwannee County Historical
Museum. 
Please call the library at

386-362-2317 for more in-
formation.

2nd Thursday of the
month 12-1 p.m.

Free spaghetti supper Jan. 10
at Wellborn United Methodist 
With the holiday season behind us,

it’s time to relax and enjoy the cooler
weather. The Wellborn United
Methodist Church wants to provide a
break from cooking on Friday, Jan.
10 with a free spaghetti supper and
movie in the church’s fellowship hall.
The supper will begin at 5:30 p.m.,

and will include spaghetti and sauce,
salad, bread, dessert and beverage.
Chef Jack Allred and crew will be
preparing the “secret sauce” that has
been raved about at past suppers, and
everyone is invited.

Immediately following supper,
the movie Though None Go With
Me, starring Cheryl Ladd, will be
shown.  This is the heartwarming and
inspirational story of Elizabeth Leroy
Bishop, a remarkable woman whose

faith is tested with each tragedy en-
dured on an extraordinary life jour-
ney.

There is no charge for the supper
or movie, and plenty of parking is
available. To reach the Wellborn
United Methodist Church from Lake
City, travel west on U.S. 90 or Lake
Jeffery Road to County Road 137.
From U.S. 90, turn right and travel
over the railroad tracks to the church
on the left. From Lake Jeffery Road,
it’s less than a quarter mile after mak-
ing a right turn on CR 137. 

From Live Oak, head east on
U.S. 90 and turn left on CR 137 and
over the railroad tracks to the church.
For additional information about the
event, contact Rev. Dr. Everett L.
Parker at 386-688-1358.

 To Register or For Additional 
 Information Call

 Suwannee-Hamilton 
 Technical Center

 386-647-4200

 Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center 
 Community Education

 Upcoming Classes

 •  Basic Computers begins Tuesday, 1/7/14, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. $50 + book
 Every Tuesday for 6 weeks
 •  Conversational Spanish begins Thursday, 1/9/14 5:30 - 7:30 $64.10
 Every Thursday for 9 weeks
 •  Excel Express “Basic” Saturday, 1/18/14, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - $50 1 day only
 •  Gun Safety/Concealed Weapons Saturday, 1/18/14, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. $75 1 day only
 • Phlebotomy begins Monday, 2/3/14 5:00 p.m. M, W, & Th $750.64 - 165 hours

 More classes available...

 •  Microsoft Word
 • Excel
 • Power Point
 • Cake Decorating
 • Advanced Cake Decorating
 • Hobby/Wood Working
 • Sign Language
 • Basic Sewing
 • Crochet
 • Keyboarding/Typing

 845773

 Online classes now available!

 Check out our online courses! We are proud to 
 offer over 300 courses available through our 
 online classroom! We offer a wide range of 
 highly interactive courses that you can take 
 entirely over the Internet. All of our courses are 
 led by expert instructors, many of whom are 
 nationally known authors. Our online courses 
 are affordable, fun, fast, convenient, and geared 

 just for you. Just visit our webpage at
 http://suwannee.shtc.schooldesk.net  or 

 ed2go.com/shtc .



The following couples
applied for a marriage
license the week of
Dec. 30, 2013 – Jan. 3, 2014:

James Michael Chaney to Laura Denise Pinkard 
Gregory Michael White to Verna Lynette Starling 
Cameron Stuart Hall to Marshanna Lynn Boyette
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Gold City, Wilburns headline 
Pure Gold Gospel Music week

Gold City

Gold City, the nation’s leading southern
gospel quartet, and Wilburn and Wilburn
will headline two gospel music concerts
at Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park in Madi-
son, Florida. 
Wilburn and Wilburn, which features

Jonathan Wilburn, former lead vocalist
for Gold City, and LifeSong will be in
concert on Saturday, Jan. 11, at 7 p.m.
Gold City, the Stephen Jones Band and

LifeSong will take the stage Thursday,
Jan. 16, at 7 p.m. A free chili dinner will
be available during the evening.
With their unique style and versatility,

Gold City has produced over 49 hit songs
and more than 40 recordings, as well as
earned numerous awards and nomina-
tions. Gold City is known for their hit
songs, “Midnight Cry,” “John Saw,” “In
My Robe of White,” “There Rose A
Lamb,” “It’s Just Another Red Sea,” “God
Handled It All,” “I Think I’ll Read It
Again,” “Truth Is Marching On,” and

most recent, “Peter, James and John.”
For over 30 years Gold City has consis-

tently delivered a concert and a message
that ministers to each person individually
in a way that is genuinely and sincerely
felt by all, and they are committed to con-
tinue doing so for as long as God makes a
way.  As they continue to add hit songs to
the list, and as the bus continues to roll
week after week, it's not about the who,
when or where, it's about the why:  to
minister to those in need, through the
greatest music on earth, and following
His lead, every step of the way.
Wilburn and Wilburn is a new name but

familiar faces. This father and son duo
combine a solid foundation of "Old
School" with a flare of youthful presence
to bring the message of Christ in a song.
Jonathan Wilburn has taken the stage

with his family the Wilburns and was the
lead vocalist with Gold City for over a
decade. His tenure in gospel music has

brought him close to the heart of people
from all ages. It seems as though the fans
agree, for Jonathan has been nominated
and voted America’s favorite lead vocalist
five times by the subscribers of the
Singing News magazine. 
Jonathan is noted for his distinguished

voice on Gold City classics such as “Mid-
night Cry,” “He Said,” “I’m Not Giving
Up,” “That Little Baby,” and many more.

“We are looking forward to our return
to Madison,” Jonathan said. “We love
singing here and sharing with some of the
greatest gospel music fans in the world.
It’s also a blessing to be in a bit warmer
climate. Sweet Florida and gospel mu-
sic!”

For more information, please visit
www.lifesonggospel.com or call (850)
464-0114.

Wilburns

Can you identify those pictured?

Standing on the far left is head coach Ernest Kaye Johnson. The two play-

Can you identify those in this Douglass High School football team photograph? 
Courtesy photos and information from Alonzo Hardy. 

The unidentified players
are form the Douglass High
School. Ernest Kaye John-
son was the head football
coach at Douglass High
School from 1954-1963.
Can you identify those in

the photos and possibly the
year in which they were
taken?
According to information

received, Johnson accepted
the head coaching position
at Douglass High School in

Live Oak in 1955. Without
a losing season and finish-
ing two years with champi-
onship teams and three
years with runners-up, he
ended eight years of coach-
ing at the school with a 52-
20 record. From Live Oak,
Johnson returned to Ocala
in 1963 to accept a position
as assistant coach at
Howard Academy and High
School, and after serving in
that capacity for three
years, moved up to the posi-
tion as head coach and ath-
letic director. He retired
from the Marion County
Schools in 1989 after 34
years of service.

 Applications NOW Being Accepted
 386-647-4200

 Application must be in by 4:00 Jan. 15th.

 FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE AND ACCEPTED. 
 APPROVED FOR VA TRAINING BENEFITS. ACCREDITED 
 BY THE COUNCIL ON OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION, INC.

 843589˙

 Now Nationally Accredited

 All vocation opportunities will be (are) offered without regards to race, color, national origin, se x or disabilities.

 CAREER PROGRAM

 Surgical Technology

ers - possibly captain and co-captain - and the assistant coach on right are unidentified.
According to information received, coach Johnson, a Florida A&M College graduate, would
later become coach at his alma mater in Ocala, Howard Academy and High School in 1964.
He later became the head coach there in 1965. 



College.  He spent the ma-
jority of his career as a Jour-
neyman Lineman working
with the IBEW (Internation-
al Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers).  During his career,
Mike worked all over the
United States and spent a
good deal of that time in An-
chorage, Alaska. 
Mike loved the outdoors,

restoring old cars and work-
ing in his greenhouse.  In his
retirement, Mike treasured
being at home with his wife
Linda and spending time
with his sons, grandchildren
and endless hours of fellow-
ship with his many friends. 
Mike is survived by his

loving wife Linda and his
beloved sons, Michael
David Fitzgerald (Heather)
and Aaron Matthew Gross;
three grand-daughters:
Kylie Giddens, Shelby and
Lauren Fitgerald; sister: Su-
san Lawrence; brother: Dar-
ryll Shore (Judy); close
cousins:  Merle Nickerson,
Wauchula, Fla.; Gayle Bel-
cer, Ft. Meade, Fla.; un-
cles: Calvin Herndon,
Wauchula, Fla.; Marvin
Herndon, Haines City, Fla.;
as well as numerous other
family and friends. 
A memorial service will

be held at 3:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 9, 2014 at the Rose-
mary Baptist Church, 2001
CR 249, Live Oak, Fla.
32060 with Pastor Bobby Ur
officiating.  Refreshments
will be served in the fellow-
ship hall following the ser-
vice. 
In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions can be made to Rose-
mary Baptist Church in
memory of Mike. 
Please sign the guest book

at www.danielsfuneral-
home.com. 
Daniels Funeral Homes &

Crematory, Inc., Live Oak &
Branford, Fla. in charge of
arrangements.

Louann Hammett
Nov. 3, 1962
Jan. 4, 2014

Louann Hammett,
age 51 of Live Oak,
Fla. passed away

Saturday, Jan. 4, 2014 in
Shands at U.F in
Gainesville, Fla.  She was a
native of Pontiac, MI mov-
ing to Live Oak in 2003
from Lake City, Fla.  She
was a housekeeper for Best
Western and a devoted
mother, sister and grand-
mother. Louann was an avid
Florida Gator fan, enjoyed
fishing and one of her fa-
vorite past times was watch-
ing NASCAR.  She was a
member of the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter Day
Saints.
She is survived by two

sons, Ken Hammett, Jr.,
Lake City, Fla.; John Ham-
mett, Live Oak; one daugh-
ter, Nona Hammett, Live
Oak; two sisters, Debby Hy-
bart, Acworth, GA and
Michelle Harrison, Live
Oak; six grandchildren.
Memorial services were

held 3 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 7,
2014 at the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints
with Bishop Frank Allen of-
ficiating.
Harris Funeral Home &

Cremations, Inc., Live Oak,
Fla. 386-364-5115 was in
charge of all arrangements.

Ray Minter
Feb. 3, 1928
Jan. 3, 2014

Ray Minter, age 85,
of Live Oak, Fla.
passed away Fri-

day, Jan. 3, 2014 at Suwan-
nee Health Care Center fol-
lowing a lengthy
illness.   The Milledgeville,
GA native moved to Live
Oak in 1970 from
Milledgeville, GA.  Ray was
a self-employed carpenter
and a veteran of the U.S.
Army having served during
WWII. He was a recipient of
the World War II Victory
Medal and the Army of Oc-
cupation Medal Japan. He
enjoyed fishing and was a
member of the First Baptist
Church of Live Oak.
He was predeceased by

his wife Verna Minter and a
granddaughter, Ida Parker.
He is survived by a son,

Grady (Linda) Minter,

Milledgeville, Fla.; two step-
sons, Mike (Sarah) Johnson,
and Harold Johnson both of
Live Oak; three daughters,
Charlene Mathis, Raynell
Faulkner, Helen Ray; two
step daughters, Charlotte
(Bobby) Land, Moultrie,
GA; Vivian (Troy) Stevens,
Richton, MS; ten grandchil-
dren and twelve great-grand-
children.
Graveside services were

held 11 a.m. Monday, Jan. 6,
2014 in the Live Oak Ceme-
tery with Rev. Phillip Her-
rington officiating.
Please sign the guestbook

at www.harrisfuneralhome-
inc.net.
Harris Funeral Home &

Cremations, Inc., Live Oak,
Fla. 386-364-5115 was in
charge of all arrangements.

Lorna Burns Beasley
Feb. 7, 1925
Jan. 2, 2014

Lorna Burns Beasley,
88, of Live Oak,
Fla. passed away

Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014 at her
home following a brief ill-
ness. Lorna was born Feb. 7,
1925 in Spokane, WA. In
high school, she excelled as
a tennis player. 
In July of 1944, she enlist-

ed in the United States Ma-
rine Corps. There was no
specific basic training for fe-
male marines at that time.
She completed basic training
at Camp Le Jeune, NC. After
boot camp, she specialized
in clerical services. She was
stationed at Marine Corps
headquarters in Washington,
DC. Lorna’s assigned duties
included serving as secretary
for the Assistant Comman-
dant of the United States
Marine Corps, Major Gener-
al Oliver P. Smith.  She
served a total of ten years in
the Marine Corps at various
duty stations around the
world.  
She met her husband, An-

drew P. Beasley (also a ma-
rine), at her last duty station
at Fleet Marine Forces Pacif-
ic, Oahu, Hawaii.  They mar-
ried on Sept.  2, 1955. After
being honorably discharged,

she was employed in the
Civil Service. She was a su-
pervisory inventory manage-
ment specialist for the Ma-
rine Corps during the last
half of her career. In Albany,
GA Marine Corps Logistics
Base, Lorna retired in Febru-
ary 1980 as a GS-13 .  
Upon retirement, Lorna

and Andy moved to Suwan-
nee County, Fla. They en-
joyed life on their “Mini-
Farm”. For years they raised
cows, and grew a substantial
garden. Many friends en-
joyed the vegetables from
their labor! Lorna was fa-
mous for her pet chickens
that provided an overabun-
dance of eggs and came to
her when she clucked for
them! 
Lorna was active in St.

Francis Xavier Catholic
Church. She served as presi-
dent of the Ladies’ Guild for
two terms. She actively aid-
ed in the St. Vincent DePaul
ministry to the poor. For a
period of time, Lorna and
Andy were assigned to greet
and “recruit” new members
to the parish. Lorna was a
talented seamstress. She
sewed, crocheted, quilted
and counted cross-stitch.
Lorna counted cross stitched
the majority of the parish-
ioners’ name plates that
adorned the wall behind the
alter of the Church for years.
Her crafts were always in de-
mand, and the church bene-
fited from her gifts.  
Lorna was a life member

of the Marine Corps League.
Lorna was also a member of
the Live Oak Artist Guild.
She was an accomplished
photographer, especially of
her beloved Blue Birds and
Screech Owls. She was a life
member of the National Au-
tobahn Society and a certi-
fied lecturer for the National
Blue Bird Society. As a
Suwannee County resident,
Lorna loved to enter items in
the county fair. Lorna was
awarded blue ribbons each
year! She will be missed by
all who knew her. 
Lorna is survived by her

husband of 58 years: An-
drew P. Beasley, Live Oak,

Fla.; brother: Matt (Joan)
Burns, Oak Harbor, WA; sis-
ter-in-law: Mary Elizabeth
Beasley (Charles) Howes;
nieces: Dannette Burns &
Rebecca Quigley; nephew:
Casey Burns; grandniece:
Rheannon Burns Bullard
and several other nieces and
nephews.  
A Memorial Mass will be

held at St. Francis Xavier,
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2014 at
11 a.m. In lieu of flowers do-
nations may be made to St.
Francis Xavier Building
Fund, 928 East Howard St.
E, Live Oak, FL 32060.
Please sign the guest book

at www.danielsfuneral-
home.com. 
Daniels Funeral Homes &

Crematory, Inc., Live Oak &
Branford, Fla. in charge of
arrangements.

Bobby "C" Cannizzaro
Dec. 30, 2013

Bobby "C" Canniz-
zaro, 59, of White
Springs, Fla. passed

away on Monday, Dec. 30,
2013. 
Daniels Funeral Homes &

Crematory, Inc. Live Oak &
Branford, Fla.

Charles Young
Jan. 3, 2014

C harles Young a resi-
dent of Live Oak,
passed away Jan. 3,

2014.
D.M. Udell and Sons Fu-

neral Home are in charge of
arrangements.

Samatha Plummer
Jan. 2, 2014

Samatha Plummer a
resident of Live
Oak, passed away

Jan. 2, 2014 in Gainesville,
Fla.
D.M. Udell and Sons Fu-

neral Home are in charge of
arrangements.
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DEATH
NOTICES

OBITUARIES

Margaret Louise 
Robinson

Sept. 17, 1947
Jan. 6, 2014

Margaret Louise
Robinson, born
Sept. 17, 1947 in

Live Oak, Fla. Died in Lake
City, Fla. at Shands Lake
Shore Hospital on Jan. 6,
2014. 
She is survived by her hus-

band of 49 years, Joe Earl
Robinson and her four sons,
Joe Earl Robinson, II and his
wife, Paisley Lynn Robinson,
Ray J. Robinson and his
wife, Maria Lana Robinson,
Shaun Weldon Robinson and
his wife Erika Robinson, and
Jason Matthew Robinson
and his wife, Audrey Lovelle
Robinson. She is also sur-
vived by her loving sister,
Martha Ann Ratliff, and
Twenty-two grandchildren. 
She has left us to be with

her Dad and Mom, Ray and
Myrtle  Ammons and her
older sister Mary Neely. 
There will be a viewing

Friday Jan.10, 2014 from 10-
11 a.m. and funeral services
will be held at 11 a.m. at The
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints with inter-
ment at Live Oak Cemetery.  
Please sign the guest book

at danielsfunealhome.com.
Daniels Funeral Homes &

Crematory, Inc. of Live Oak
and Branford is in charge of
all arrangements. 

Michael David Gross
Jan. 19, 1941
Jan. 4, 2014

Michael David
Gross, age 72 of
Live Oak, Fla.,

went home to be with the
Lord on Sat., Jan. 4, 2014.
Mike grew up in Tampa, Fla.
At age 10, he moved to
Wauchula, Fla. and later
graduated from Hardee High
School.  Mike served 4 years
in the U.S. Navy and then
went on to receive an Art De-
gree from St. Petersburg Jr.
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Viewpoints/Opinions

Suwannee
Democrat

MYRA C.  REGAN
Publisher

JEFF WATERS
Editor

Members of the Suwannee Democrat 
editorial board are Myra C. Regan, publisher, and

Jeff Waters, editor. Our View is formed by that board.

BIBLE VERSE
“Follow God’s example,
therefore, as dearly loved
children and walk in the way
of love, just as Christ loved us
and gave himself up for us as
a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.” 

Ephesians 5:1-2 NIV

1. Revitalize downtown Live Oak.

2. Continue work on Perimeter Road. 

3. Continue developing catalyst site. 

4. Update our LDRs and comp. plan to
better protect resources and plan for growth.

5. Wise use of tax dollars. 

Editorial objectives for 2014

Letters must contain your full name, address, daytime phone number and city of residence. Letters must
reflect issues of current interest to the general public and be concise. Management has the right to refuse

any material that it believes does not meet standards of publication. Send submissions to:
nf.editorial@gaflnews.com or Suwannee Democrat, PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL 32064.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dwain Walden 
The Moultrie Ob-
server
A woman in

Toronto gave birth to
twins. One was born
in 2013 and the other
was born in 2014.
Lindsay Salgueiro
was due to give birth
on Jan. 19 but Moth-
er Nature played a
trick on her. And
now just imagine that these kids will go through
life having to explain that a matter of 38 seconds
put them in two different years. It’s very fortu-
nate that one wasn’t born in the cab just prior to
crossing the state line on the way to the hospital.
And you may say that it doesn’t really matter,

but wait until one day when they have to factor
such an occurrence against some government
bureaucracy.
I have first-hand experience of such. You see

my mother was a Walden before she married my
father. And no, we’re not from Alabama. 
So when I was a teenager and got a public job,

I had to have a Social Security number. So I
filled out the paperwork which asked for my
mother’s maiden name. Apparently someone in
the Social Security administration had never
heard of two people with the same last names
getting married. They asked me to refile and put
my mom’s “maiden” name. They even ex-
plained to me what “maiden” meant.
So I resent the application and made a little

note that the information was correct. They sent
it back with a note that said, “No. We need your
mother’s name before she married your father.”
So this time I wrote a narrative of how such

could occur. And I drew a family tree and at-
tached it. Of course I couldn’t just let it pass
without some levity so I drew a tire swing in the
family tree. I added a few knot holes and a cou-
ple of squirrel nests. Actually I think it may have
been anatomically correct in that regard. Any-
way, I got my Social Security card.
Now after all these years, I’ve discovered that

I do not have a valid birth certificate. I have a
“document of live birth” but apparently that is
not official, and so now I have to prove that I
was born and that I have not been a figment of
someone’s imagination all these years.
I have no idea how my mom’s maiden name

will play out in this scenario. I might ask them if
they still have that picture of my family tree. 
So I got to thinking. Maybe I’m not real.

Maybe I am just a figment.  If the government
isn’t convinced that I was born and that I exist,
then maybe I should go with that. If I don’t ex-
ist then I shouldn’t be paying taxes. If I don’t ex-
ist,  how would they prosecute me? 
I know, I’m being facetious.  I’m pretty sure

that I’m for real. I’ve had gout and kidney

GUEST COLUMN
Complexities
that are cast
upon us

There's little debate among
academic economists about the
effect of minimum wages. Uni-
versity of California, Irvine
economist David Neumark has
examined more than 100 major
academic studies on the mini-
mum wage. He reports that 85
percent of the studies "find a
negative employment effect on
low-skilled workers." A 1976
American Economic Association
survey found that 90 percent of its members agreed that
increasing the minimum wage raises unemployment
among young and unskilled workers. A 1990 survey re-
ported in the American Economic Review (1992) found
that 80 percent of economists agreed with the statement
that increases in the minimum wage cause unemployment
among the youth and low-skilled. If you're searching for a
consensus in a field of study, most of the time you can ex-
amine the field's introductory and intermediate college
textbooks. Economics textbooks that mention the mini-
mum wage say that it increases unemployment for the
least skilled worker. The only significant debate about the
minimum wage is the magnitude of its effect. Some stud-
ies argue that a 10 percent increase in the minimum wage
will cause a 1 percent increase in unemployment, where-
as others predict a higher increase.
How about the politics of the minimum wage? In the

political arena, one dumps on people who can't dump back
on him. Minimum wages have their greatest unemploy-
ment impact on the least skilled worker. After all, who's
going to pay a worker an hourly wage of $10 if that work-
er is so unfortunate as to have skills that enable him to
produce only $5 worth of value per hour? Who are these
workers? For the most part, they are low-skilled teens or
young adults, most of whom are poorly educated blacks
and Latinos. The unemployment statistics in our urban ar-
eas confirm this prediction, with teen unemployment rates
as high as 50 percent.
The politics of the minimum wage are simple. No con-

gressman or president owes his office to the poorly edu-
cated black and Latino youth vote. Moreover, the victims
of the minimum wage do not know why they suffer high
unemployment, and neither do most of their "benefac-
tors." Minimum wage beneficiaries are highly organized,
and they do have the necessary political clout to get Con-

gress to price their low-skilled
competition out of the market so
they can demand higher wages.
Concerned about the devastating
unemployment effects of the min-
imum wage, Republican politi-
cians have long resisted increases
in the minimum wage, but that
makes no political sense. The rea-
son is the beneficiaries of pre-
venting increases in the minimum
wage don't vote Republican no

matter what; where's the political quid pro quo?
Higher-skilled and union workers are not the only ben-

eficiaries of higher minimum wages. Among other benefi-
ciaries are manufacturers who produce substitutes for
workers. A recent example of this is Wawa's experiment
with customers using touch screens as substitutes for
counter clerks. A customer at the convenience store se-
lects his order from a touch screen. He takes a printed slip
to the cashier to pay for it while it's being filled. I imag-
ine that soon the customer's interaction with the cashier
will be eliminated with a swipe of a credit card. Raising
the minimum wage and other employment costs speeds up
the automation process. I'm old enough to remember at-
tendants at gasoline stations and theater ushers, who are
virtually absent today. It's not because today's Americans
like to smell gasoline fumes and stumble down the aisles
in the dark to find their seat. The minimum wage law has
eliminated such jobs.
Finally, there's a nastier side to support for minimum

wage laws, documented in my book "Race and Econom-
ics: How Much Can Be Blamed on Discrimination?" Dur-
ing South Africa's apartheid era, racist labor unions were
the country's major supporters of minimum wage laws for
blacks. Their stated intention was to protect white work-
ers from having to compete with lower-wage black work-
ers. Our nation's first minimum wage law, the Davis-Ba-
con Act of 1931, had racist motivation. Among the wide-
spread racist sentiment was that of American Federation
of Labor President William Green, who complained,
"Colored labor is being sought to demoralize wage rates."

Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at
George Mason University. To find out more about Walter
E. Williams and read features by other Creators Syndicate
writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

OPINION

A
MINORITY

VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2014 Creators Syndicate

~~

Politics and minimum wage

From a reader,

I haven’t needed our courthouse in some time. Couldn’t
find my way to where I wanted to go. A very delightful
young lady by the name of Missy helped me. She had clean,
rather long blonde hair, nicely made up. Not long, dirty hair
one sees on young people these days. Nor her make-up
wasn’t put on very thick and heavy. Just quite pleasant to

look at. 
She helped me do what I came for then helped me across

the street to my car. Seldom do the young ones help the el-
derly, unless they are relatives. With people like Missy, I do
believe there is hope for the world. She’d never seen me be-
fore and didn’t know me, yet went out of her way to help
an eighty five year old woman. God bless you Missy.

Dona Whiting 

FROM OUR READERS

SEE COMPLEXITIES, PAGE 10A
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Annual Branford Chili Cook-Off is Saturday, Jan. 11
Submitted

The Fifth Annual Branford Chili Cook-Off will be held
on Saturday, Jan. 11, from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. at Hatch
Park on Craven Street in Branford. 

The event will include a silent auction for adults and
kids, door prizes, live DJ, antique car show, moon walk,
kiddie train rides, Home Depot Kids Workshop, and a
chili contest.  

First, second and third place cash prizes and best dec-
orated booth will be awarded. The public is invited. 

A $5 admission to the event will include all you can eat
chili.

Proceeds from the Fifth Annual Branford Chili Cook-
Off will benefit Herry’s Kids Pediatric Services, a pro-
gram of the Hospice of Citrus and the Nature Coast. 

To register your chili or for more information call the
Hospice of the Nature Coast at 386-755-7714.

Hospice of Citrus and the Nature Coast specializes in
end-of-life care for adults and children focusing on phys-
ical, emotional, spiritual and social comfort. To learn
more go on-line www.hospiceofcitrus.org.

South
county
briefs

Suwannee County Tax Collector
The Suwannee County Tax Collector is in

Branford twice a month to assist with tags, ti-
tles and taxes. Their hours are 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(closed 12 to 1 for lunch) on the first and third
Tuesdays of every month. The hope is to bet-
ter serve the citizens of the south end of Suwan-
nee County. The location is at the Suwannee
County BOCC Branford Annex at 606 NW
Suwannee Ave., Branford. 

Council meetings
The Town Council meetings are held the sec-

ond Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. Meetings
are held in the council chambers at The Bran-
ford Town Hall located at 604 NW Suwannee
Ave. Public is welcome.

The Arc North Florida 
Adults with Disabilities Program. Open to

Branford and surrounding adults with intellec-
tual or developmental disabilities.

For more information please contact the
AWD supervisor Lisa Perry at 386-208-1404. 

Boy Scout Troop 408
Meets on Thursdays from 7-8:30 at the Amer-

ican Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., Live
Oak. This is approx. 5.5 miles south of town
and 1.5 miles east of Hwy. 129. Membership is
open to boys ages 11-17. Join us for camping,
hiking, canoeing, and many other outdoor ac-
tivities.

Cub Scout Pack 408
Meets on Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. at the

American Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd St.,
between Live Oak and McAlpin. Membership
is open to boys ages 6-10. Join us for camping,
archery, BB shooting, and many other fun ac-
tivities. Parents encouraged to participate. 386-
209-3480

Suwannee Amateur Radio Club 
First Tuesday, social at 6:30 p. m., followed

by regular meeting at 7, at its club house, locat-
ed north of I10 & US129, Live Oak.  Call for
exact location and directions.  Visitors are al-
ways welcome!  The club offers periodic testing
for your ham license.  The club's web site is
www.suwanneearc.org.  Amateur radio opera-
tors (HAMS) provide emergency radio commu-
nications for those organizations involved in
emergencies like law enforcement, hospitals,
shelters and the American Red Cross.  Contact
the club's president, Ron, 688-4057,  for more
information.

Pony Express & North Florida 
Equestrian Team

Open/4-H horse shows. Jan. 18, Feb. 1,
March 1, Last show TBA.  Registration starts at
9 a.m. Classes at 10 a.m. Bob Holmes arena
1302 11th SW Live Oak, Fla. 32060. 

Collective points, end of the series awards &
banquet, 1st - 6th place ribbons, Halter Grand
& Reserve. Photographer, concession, covered
arena, & plenty of shaded parking. 

$6 per class, $40 ride all day, multi horse &
family discounts. $5 ground fee for non show-
ing horses. Current coggins is required. 

Pre Registration starting at http://ponyex-
press4-hclub.yolasite.com/

If you have any questions please feel free to
email 

Us at ponyexpress4h@hotmail.com or call
Katherine King (386) 209-1524

The Branford Camera Club 
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month,

with an occasional exception, for the purpose of
sharing, learning, and enjoying all things pho-
tographic.  We are an eclectic group with expe-
riences ranging from complete novice to con-
summate professional.   

For more information, please contact:
Carolyn Hogue, Program Chair, 386-935-

2044
Skip Weigel, Technical Consultant, 386-9382

Club donates to
Surrey Place

Learn about maintaining your
property as an eco-friendly landscape
Submitted 

The Sparkleberry Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society will meet
the second Tuesday of the month, Jan.
14, 2014, starting at 6:30 p.m., at
Hatch Park, Branford (403 SE Craven
St). Directions: Once you have turned
onto 247 in Branford, SE Craven St is
the 7th block from 129 - you make a
right onto SE Craven, Hatch Park is a

few blocks down the road on the left.
The public is invited.

The Chapter’s presenter will be
Troy Springer, of Springer Environ-
mental Services, who will discuss
how you should approach building
and maintaining your property to be
aesthetically pleasing, yet functioning
properly ecologically.

For more information contact: Pres-
ident: Betsy Martin,

betsymartin@windstream.net, 386-
719-0467. Program details: Kathleen
Elbare, 813-784-6406,
kateelbare@gmail.com.

The purpose of the Florida Native
Plant Society is to promote the preser-
vation, conservation and plant restora-
tion of the native plant communities.  

For more information on the Flori-
da Native Plant Society:
www.fnps.org.

Bettye Bracewell, left, President of Pleasant Hill Home and Community Education Club, along with Secretary/Treasurer,
Donna Wade, hold up a lap robe and a clothing protector that were made by the club members as their 2013 project. The
club donated 36 items to the Surrey Place to be distributed to the residents. The Club meets at 10 a.m. on the second
Monday of each month at the McAlpin Community Center. Anyone who would like to help with community projects is in-
vited to attend.

Daytona rising January project update:See page 2B
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 SUWANNEE RIVER READINGS
 Branford 2013

 847031

 The water levels provided here refer to the height at the US Hwy. 27 
 bridge in Branford in feet above mean sea level (ft-msl) at the gauging 
 station. In the past the levels were read as gauge height not mean sea level.

 12/30/13...........................11.14

 12/31/13...........................11.38

 1/1/14...............................11.65

 1/2/14...............................11.93

 1/3/14...............................12.04

 1/4/14...............................12.23

 1/5/14...............................12.47

 1/6/14...............................12.55

 Branford
 SCAFF’S SCAFF’S
 Sponsored By:

 386-935-1527
 Supermarket

 845992

 To advertise your business here, 
 call 386-362-1734 

 for more information

 Cherry Lumbert
 Pharmacist

 305 SW US Highway 27
 Branford, Florida 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 Everything For Your Home Recovery
 From Prescriptions to Medical Supplies

 OF BRANFORD

 Mon.-Fri.
 8:30 am-6:00 pm

 Saturday 9am-1pm
 Sunday-Closed

 Now accepting
 Blue Cross Blue Shield

 Health Options

 NORTH FLORIDA 
 PHARMACY

 784394

 84
78

00

 84
77
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4th Annual Trail of
Hearts - 2014 Benefit Ride
Feb. 22, 2014 at McCulley
Farms, Florida ( North
Central Florida)

We are actively looking
for sponsors for this event,
if you would like to be a
part of this event as a
sponsor please email at ar-
cnfl@gmail.com

All Proceeds support
The Arc North Florida,
Inc. - A 501(c)(3) not for
profit organization that
provides services for
adults with intellectual
and developmental dis-
abilities.
Proceeds will go to sup-

port services such as our
Therapeutic Riding Pro-
gram that is 3 years strong
and completely volunteer
run!

If you would like to par-
ticipate as a rider:
REGISTER ONLINE

ht tp : / /www.arcnf l .com
/ride
* early entry get entered

into a Walmart gift card
drawing!
* you can fill out the

registration form online
* you can pay via Pay-

Pal by credit card, echeck
or paypal
* you can fill out the

form, print it and send it in
with a check or money order

For more information,
please contact: Janet
Sampson at 386-362-7143
#5, or email at
arcnfl@gmail.com.
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Suwannee Middle School FFA stays busy

SMS FFA Officers attended the FFA Middle School Conference in Haines City. Pictured are
the 8th grade officers, Maggie Reaves, Bethany Williams, Ethan Gill, and Cassidy Monroe.

SMS FFA Officers are ready for leadership training at the FFA Leadership Training Facility in
Haines City.  From left are Ethan Gill, Maggie Reaves, Cassidy Monroe, Bethany Williams,
Alexis Fletcher, Sarah Beth Lee and Seth Land.  Not pictured:  Chris Chancey.

Suwannee Middle School FFA Tool Identification team members were, from left, Ethan Gill,
Will Wood, Jake Stuckey and Maggie Reaves.  The team placed 13th in the state competi-
tion.

Picking out just the "right toys" for Sparky's Kids are SMS FFA members Alexis Fletcher and
Maggie Reaves.

Packing bags of toys for Sparky's Kids are SMS FFA members Chason Howle, Seth Land
and Ethan Gill.

SMS FFA members also helped with the distribution of bags to Sparky's Kids.  Pictured at
the Live Oak Fire Department are Chason Howle and Chris Chancey.

Submitted 

The Suwannee Middle
School FFA Chapter contin-
ues its busy year with leader-
ship training, competitions,
and community service.
Chapter officers Maggie
Reaves, Cassidy Monroe,
Sarah Beth Lee, Alexis
Fletcher, Ethan Gill, Seth
Land and Bethany Williams
attended the Middle School
Conference at the FFA Lead-
ership Training Facility in
Haines City on Dec. 6-7.
Officers attended break-out
sessions led by state FFA of-
ficers, learning how to chart
the course for chapter suc-
cess.

The Tool Identification
team traveled to the FFA
Leadership Training Facility
on Dec. 10 where they took
a test identifying 55 of the
180 tools they had studied.
The team consisted of Ethan
Gill, Maggie Reaves, Jake
Stuckey and Will Wood.
They placed 13th in the
state, of 52 teams compet-
ing.

Most recently, students
competed in several cate-
gories at sub-districts, held

in Fort White.  The Open-
ing/Closing Ceremonies
team included Maggie
Reaves, Cassidy Monroe,
Sarah Beth Lee, Alexis
Fletcher, Seth Land,
Bethany Williams and Cha-
son Howle.  The group had
been practicing after school
for two months and placed
second in the competition.

Cassidy Monroe repre-
sented the chapter in the
Creed Speaking contest, and
placed first in the competi-
tion.  Cameron Simpson
placed first in Extemporane-
ous Public Speaking.  Both
Cassidy and Cameron will
now advance to the district-
level competition, which
will be held in January.
Kindell Robinson was the
chapter representative for
Prepared Public Speaking,
placing second in her cate-
gory.

The Dairy Judging Team
included Alexis Sheffield,
Cassidy Monroe, Bethany
Williams, and Chris
Chancey.  Results of this
competition will be an-
nounced after the holidays.
The next competition will be
horse judging, and that team

is already preparing for their
contest.

Chapter members and of-
ficers have also been busy
with community service pro-
jects.  Members voted in No-
vember to donate $200 to
Sparky’s Kids, sponsored by
the Live Oak Fire Depart-
ment.  More than just donat-
ing money, though, mem-
bers helped package the toys
donated, and then helped
distribute the bags on Dec.
20.  The chapter also held a
“jacket drive”, accepting
jackets from SMS students
and faculty.  Over 130 coats
were collected and donated
to the Suwannee County
School District for students
in need.

FFA makes a positive in-
fluence in the lives of stu-
dents by developing their
potential for premier leader-
ship, personal growth, and
career success through agri-
cultural education.  SMS
chapter meetings are held on
the Thursday following early
release Wednesdays and all
students are invited.  For ad-
ditional information, please
contact Suwannee Middle
School at 647-4500.

North Central Florida Tea
Party monthly meeting

Keith Dunn of the John
Birch Society will be our
guest speaker at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, Jan. 9. The top-
ic will be the Dangers of
holding an Article V
(Con-Con) Convention.  

The JBS has opposed
calls for a modern-day
Constitutional Conven-
tion for decades and seeks
to work through Congress
for Constitutional amend-
ments rather than through
the state legislatures to
amend the U.S. Constitu-
tion. Many view a con-
con as a quick way to pass
amendments they think
will stop the big-govern-
ment juggernaut. Why
would politicians sudden-
ly start following an
amended Constitution af-

ter ignoring and violating
the Constitution for so
long? The remedy so des-
perately needed to return
our country to good gov-
ernment is to enforce the
Constitution, not amend
it.

There is a big push
right now to hold an Arti-
cle V Convention.  Some
of the most popular con-
servative voices are call-
ing for this.  Mark Levin
has written a book dealing
with this issue.  Please
come out and hear anoth-
er side to this issue and
then make up your mind. 

We will have informa-
tion on the John Birch So-
ciety, the new edition of
the American Patriot
Newspaper, and other

pertinent information.
This will be our first
meeting of the new year.
Please resolve to come
out, support our group,
volunteer to help with one
or more of the projects,
and let's make 2014 a
banner year in our efforts
to restore our country
back to its constitutional
roots!

We meet at the Taylor
Building, 128 SW Birley
Ave.  Lake City.  This is
on the corner of Birley
and U.S. 90; approx. 3
miles west of the I-75 in-
terchange in Lake City.
For more information,
call John, 386-935-1705
or Sharon 386-935-0821
or go to:  www.northcen-
tralfloridateaparty.org

Come learn about packing light
for backpacking and hiking

Submitted
The Suwannee Chapter of the Florida Trail

Association will hold its monthly meeting on
Monday, Jan. 13, at the Suwannee River Wa-
ter Management District Office from 7-9
p.m., on US 90 and CR 49, 2 miles east of
Live Oak. The public is welcome.

Our program will feature: Sue Turner, our
guest speaker, who will present a program
called “Getting the Mindset to Hike Light.”
Basically the program will review things

worth packing and those items that may not
be helpful and how to think to get the weight
off and out of the pack.

The Suwannee Chapter of the Florida Trail
Association maintains many miles of the
Florida National Scenic Trail along the banks
of the Suwannee River and other local rivers
for outdoor enthusiasts.

Contact Chair: Irv Chance 386-330-2424,
details on program, Edwin McCook, 386-
364-7597, evenings 
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 Looking  For Something To Do? Have An  Event  To Promote?
 The Suwannee Democrat is bringing a 
 new interactive dimension to our online 
 readers.

 Looking for something to do today or this 
 weekend? We’ve got the answer.

 Have you got an event that our 
 community needs to know about? Post it 
 yourself. The new calendar isn’t just 
 good-looking, it’s self-serve and user-
 friendly.

 The interactive calendar has lots of 
 categories, from sports events to 
 churches to entertainment and more. 
 And it has an easy-to-use search 
 function.

 You can find it on 
 our homepage at
 www.suwanneedemocrat.com.

 Now offering you total access
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the catalyst site and the
$3.3 million settlement of
the TSS Development
(Suwannee Landing) law-
suit filed against Suwannee

County.
The catalyst site is ap-

proximately 618 acres in
size. CenterState Bank in
Jacksonville owns approxi-
mately 236 acres, the coun-
ty owns approximately 287

acres (25 acres not on cata-
lyst site), and 120 acres
was deeded to Klausner
Lumber One, LLC.
Klausner is in the

process of constructing a
multi-million dollar state-

County seeks $3M from Columbia for catalyst site
Continued From Page 1A

purpose of this project. 
In February of 2007,

construction began on the
project formerly known as
Suwannee Landing. The
world-class amenities were
designed to include an ex-
ercise facility, swimming
pool, community room and
nature trails. At least 114 of
the 250 plus homes that

would have been built
would have had hangars to
accommodate plane own-
ers. Pilots would have easy
access so they could taxi
onto the Suwannee County
Airport runway just west of
the airpark, commonly
known as a “through-the-
fence” agreement.
The county agreed with

this project in the first
stages of its development,

County to retain former
Suwannee Landing property
Continued From Page 1A

percent from current levels. 
Williams stressed that

the reduction in force at
PotashCorp-White Springs
was based upon operational
and workforce changes, not
only locally, but at all
PotashCorp sites. The an-
nouncement/rollout of the
event was coordinated to be
released at all sites simulta-
neously so that everyone
was informed at the same
time. 
“While this was a diffi-

cult decision, it was a busi-
ness decision, not a person-
al one, and based upon the
continued sustainability of
the company during a
downturn in the global mar-
ket,” said Williams. “These
reductions should keep
White Springs as a strong
and viable operation, while
adding approximately five
years to its lifespan. Potash-
Corp is here to stay for
many more years.”
PotashCorp, he said, will

still be a major employer
for the surrounding counties
with about 350-400 em-
ployees, as well as be a ma-
jor taxpayer and community
contributor. 
The 248 personnel im-

pacted by the layoffs so far
are as follows: Alachua
County-1, Baker County-2,
Columbia County-91,
Hamilton County-68, Madi-
son County-2, Suwannee
County-71, and
Echols/Lowndes County,
Ga.-13. Of the 248 person-
nel laid off, 27 percent lived
in Hamilton County and 28
percent lived in Suwannee
County.
“While this was a signifi-

cant event for our regional
area, it was not focused on
any one county,” said
Williams.
“At this time, we can-

not accurately predict how a
partial closing of the
PotashCorp plant will affect
the assessment of its prop-
erty in 2014 or future
years,” remarked Hamilton
County Property Appraiser
David Goolsby. “Real and
tangible personal property
(TPP) values are deter-
mined as of January 1 of
each year.”
The actual closure date of

the Suwannee River Chem-
ical Plant will be sometime

during the second half of
this year, according to
Williams. Some portion of
the plant may operate and
be in production, based
upon demand until that
time. 

History
The Suwannee River

Chemical Plant (and mine)
groundbreaking was Oct.
31, 1964, with a $35 million
investment by Armand
Hammer, President and
CEO of Occidental Petrole-
um Corporation (Oxy). By
today’s standards that in-
vestment amount would be
somewhere in the range of
$255 million.
PotashCorp purchased all

outstanding shares of White
Springs Agricultural Chem-
icals Ltd. from Oxy in
1995. They have not only
been a significant part of the
local economy, but also
very active in the local com-
munities for the past 18
years. 
“This investment and

membership in our local
communities will contin-
ue,” said Williams.
From 1964 to the present,

Suwannee River Chemical
Plant was a part of the local
economy. 
“Our granulation plants,

Swift Creek Mine and Mill,
and Swift Creek Chemical
Plant will continue to be a
part of our local economy
with hundreds of employees
and strong involvement in
our communities,”
Williams said.
PotashCorp will continue

to develop its phosphate re-
sources for use in fertilizers
that will be necessary glob-
ally, due to population
growth and increased agri-
cultural demand. Potash-
Corp is engaged in the glob-
al process of helping to feed
the world by providing
quality plant and animal
feed nutrients.
Williams noted that his-

torically things change over
time for many reasons,
based upon a myriad of
contributing factors. Popu-
lations of towns such as
White Springs ebb and
flow, he said, from a high of
around 1,500 to a low of
770. 
In Hamilton County the

local economy was forestry,
timber, naval stores, farm-
ing and tourism. The

sawmills disappeared, as
did the naval stores, and
then the interstate highway
was completed. Some fac-
tors were based upon econ-
omy, technology and the
marketplace, Williams ex-
plained. When the phos-
phate industry came to
Hamilton County in the
1960s it provided a signifi-
cant boost to the economy,
but was not meant to be the
sole source of the economy.
“It provides significant

tax revenue (approximately
47 percent), which equates
to about $1.2 million, based
on tons of phosphate sev-
ered for economic develop-
ment and major expendi-
tures in the millions with lo-
cal vendors,” said Williams.
“It has been a source of em-
ployment for 50 years rang-
ing from over 2,000 em-
ployees at its height to the
current hundreds it employs
today.”
Things change. The in-

dustry changed, automation
improved and the manufac-
turing process was stream-
lined over the years, noted
Williams. 
“In today’s business cli-

mate, you have to compete
in a global marketplace,”
Williams explained. “To do
so, you must evolve and
change with the industry to
be successful. PotashCorp
is doing that and will con-
tinue to be an industry
leader because of its ability
to evolve over time to meet
the challenges of today and
the future.”

Plant closure
Williams said when the

Dec. 3 announcement of the
Suwannee River Chemical
Plant closure hit the streets,
a shockwave rippled
through the communities. 
“There were stories

everywhere,” Williams
said. “Understandably so.
This event reduced the
company’s workforce by 18
percent.”
PotashCorp, Williams

said, is doing everything
possible to assist impacted
personnel through this chal-
lenging period. Those laid
off are drawing pay for 60
days and will receive appro-
priate severance packages.
PotashCorp is also working
with North Florida Work-
force Board to provide a re-
source fair to assist them.

PotashCorp to continue as
major community partner
Continued From Page 1A

but later withdrew their
support after being in-
formed that the Federal
Aviation Administration
ruled that allowing use of
the county airport for such
use was “in conflict with
(FAA statutes).” Although
the FAA would not stop the
county from allowing
Suwannee Landing resi-
dents to use the runway, it
would, however, withhold
federal airport funds from
the county should it pro-
ceed with the agreement
with TSS. 
When the county refused

to move forward with TSS,
it put the project at a stand-
still and later evolved into a
lawsuit from TSS. After
several years in the court
system, the case was re-
solved in August 2013. 
The 19.47 acres previ-

ously deeded to the county
will remain in the county’s
hands for now and as part
of the Suwannee County
Airport.

of-the-art sawmill and is
expected to create up to
350 jobs at full operation. 
Williams said the request

from Suwannee County has
not gone before the Colum-
bia County commissioners. 
“Before it goes before

the board, I am going to
send a letter to Wesley re-
questing additional infor-
mation,” Williams said. “It
will be considered, we just
need more information.”
The letter stated Colum-

bia County would be enti-
tled to a proportional share
of future ad valorem rev-
enue, but is aware of the

tax abatement provided to
Klausner that will last a
decade. According to Com-
missioner Jason Bashaw,
the abatement is 100 per-
cent for 10 years on im-
provements only, not land
property tax.
County Administrator

Randy Harris said the funds
requested from Columbia
County are not tied to the
loan the county is seeking.
“This is something com-

pletely separate,” Harris
said.
Harris said there would

be mutual benefits as stated
in the letter. Wainwright

cited Suwannee Correc-
tional Institution, which
currently employs 237 resi-
dents of Columbia County. 
“Realizing that we live in

a very mobile society, com-
muting to work is common.
With commuting there are
economic benefits at both
ends of the drive,” Wain-
wright wrote. “We would
like to see this relationship
grow and correspondingly
encourage further econom-
ic development between
our counties.”
Wainwright was not

available for any additional
comments. 

stones. Also I took aglebra in high
school and college. And you can’t feel
that much pain if you don’t exist. 
It’s kind of ironic that to renew my

driver’s license, apply for Medicare and
Social Security,  I will need an official
birth certificate. Yet, when they wanted
to send me to Vietnam, all I had to do
was show up.  Go figure! 
Now back to those two kids. They are

girls, and one is always going to be re-
ferred to as “little sister.”  One will be
proud to be the oldest until they get to
age 30, and then the younger one can
play the 38-second trump card. Not
only that, but the younger one came in a
pound lighter than her sister. Weight

and age are two big issues for females,
I have learned.
The news story did not relate the

names of the two girls. I just hope  that
the parents name them something they
can actually spell by the time they get to
the third grade and that their first names
are what they intend to call them. 
I don’t even know why we have to

have a middle name. The only time it’s
needed is when your mama is mad at
you and screams at you from the back
porch. And later when you are an-
nounced to come on stage and receive
your high school diploma.
And life goes on!
Dwain Walden is editor/publisher of

The Moultrie Observer, 229-985-4545.
Email: dwain.walden@gaflnews.com.

Complexities that
are cast upon us
Continued From Page 6A

The Suwannee River Chemical Plant. Courtesy photos
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Jamie Davis and Southland bands
to bring great country music this
weekend to The Spirit of the

Suwannee Music Park 
Country music is rocking the
SOSMP when these guys come
to town so grab those dancing
shoes, make plans now and be
there this weekend.

Hold on to your cowboy
hats, get your jeans starched
and ready, shine up those
boots and grab your dancing
shoes, Jamie Davis and his
band and the Southland Band
will rock the Music Hall Jan.
10-11 at The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park
(SOSMP) in Live Oak.

Talk about a good time,
Saturday, Jan. 11, will see
Suwannee County’s own
Jamie Davis and his band
mixing up some great South-
ern rock, country and get out
on that dance floor music for
fans! You know Jamie, he’s a
Nashville recording artist
who came back home to get
famous in the country music
world and did he ever! He
and his band have played
many times at the SOSMP,

played New Year’s Eve
Night 2013 at High Octane
with Rion Paige, has played
all over North and Central
Florida and continues to wow
audiences everywhere he
goes. Make plans now to be
in the house when Jamie
Davis and his band bring
some of the best get down
music around for your listen-
ing and dancing pleasure Jan.
11.

Southland Band of Moul-
trie, Georgia will open the
weekend Friday, Jan. 10, in
fine style! This great band
will have the rafters shaking
when Drew Kelly brings
Southland to the Music Hall!
Kelly, a singer, musician,
songwriter and genuine
country boy who loves to
play music, has perfected his

band for complete enjoyment
of fans. Show out, wear those
new boots and show off some
moves when Southland
comes to town with good ole
country music Jan. 10.

SOS Café and Restaurant
in the Music Hall will be
open and ready to serve you
delicious food during this
event and the full-service bar
will be open. Doors to the
Music Hall open at 6 p.m.
Friday and Saturday for din-
ner, music begins at 8 p.m.
Open all day Saturday includ-
ing a breakfast buffet.

If you would like to make
reservations for RV parking,
cabins, primitive camping or
camper parking for the week-
end at the SOSMP, call 386-
364-1683, email spirit@mu-
sicliveshere.com or go to
www.musicliveshere.com.

The Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park is located at 3076
95th Drive, Live Oak, Fla,
32060, 4.5 miles south of In-
terstate 75 and 4.5 miles north
of Interstate 10 off US 129.

Prolific gospel songwriter,
evangelist and singer remembered

Submitted 

One of America’s premier gospel song-
writers, the Rev. Colbert Croft, formerly
of Jasper, passed away from this life in
Valdosta early Jan.1 following a long ill-
ness.

Colbert Croft was known throughout
America as a prolific gospel songwriter
with his lovely and musically talented
wife Joyce. Their 5,000 plus gospel songs
have become standards in the gospel mu-
sic industry.

The Crofts were part of the Suwannee
River Jubilee held at The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park (SOSMP) in Live
Oak for the past 25 years. 

“He was the fellow who made the key
contact with the Florida Boys’ Les Beaz-
ley,” said SOSMP co-founder Bob Cor-
nett. "Les Beazley headed up the Florida
Boys' gospel group at that time,” Cornett
said. “The Dixie Echoes were a part of it,
and they put it (the Jubilee) on together.
But Colbert was the main man that made
the deal originally and called the Florida
Boys to set it up,“ Cornett said of the be-
ginning of the Jubilee. Colbert and Joyce
hosted the Bean Supper every year on
Wednesday night before the three-day
gospel sing began. A gospel concert fol-
lowed the bean supper. Joyce said she and
Colbert led the morning worship every
morning during the Jubilee each year.
Both were involved in the event through-
out the first 25 years celebrated in 2013.

The Crofts were married nearly 50
years and were traveling evangelists who
spread the gospel through music, song
and Colbert's preaching. Colbert’s love of
the Lord was exemplified by his willing-
ness to help others, share his music and
always offer a helping hand to those try-
ing to break into gospel music or in need.

Colbert founded and pastored Faith
Chapel in downtown Jasper. It was here
he would invite numerous famous gospel
groups to stop by and sing. Many of those
groups would ask for any new songs
available from the couple and of course,
Colbert always had a compilation disk
ready, according to long-time friend, The
Rev. Randy Lamb of Brunswick, Ga. “I
would sing the new songs for the compi-
lation disks,” he added. Randy also
recorded, “Daddy Had A Friend,” written
by the couple. It went to #88 on gospel
charts in 1988, Lamb said. “I never knew
if Colbert wrote that song about my
granddaddy who was an old-time preach-
er or how he got the words, but it de-
scribed my granddaddy, the Rev. Jack
Lamb, perfectly.” Lamb, a former youth
leader and evangelist who is also a gospel
singer and pastor, said he saw God use
Colbert to heal people several times over
the years, but Colbert never told anyone
God had used him in that way. “He had

Colbert Croft passes

He began what is 
today the Suwannee
River Jubilee at The
SOS Music Park

the gift of healing,” Lamb stated emphati-
cally.

Gospel's Best Words and Music Song
Book lists the names of 525 of the best
gospel songs which includes the following
songs written by the Crofts: “The Future’s
Looking Brighter,” “I Believe He Died For
Me,” “I can’t Even Walk (Without You
Holding My Hand,” “I’m The Reason” and
“Is That Footsteps I hear?” The Crofts’
names are listed in this book among the
best gospel songwriters such as Rogers and
Hammerstein, Bill and Gloria Gaither,
Rusty Goodman, Mylon LeFevre, Kris
Kristofferson, Marion W. Easterling, Cle-
vant Derricks, Reba Rambo, Aaron
Wilburn, Eddie Crook, Dottie Rambo,
Wally Fowler, Albert E. Brumley, Adger
M. Pace, Squire Parsons, Gov. Jimmie
Davis, Ralph Carmichael, Elton John, G.T.
Speer, J.D. Sumner, Jack W. Campbell and
more.

One of their songs, “Flow Through Me
Holy Spirit,” was translated into the Nava-
jo language by Guy James and recorded on
video for the Navajo nation to hear the
word of God in their language. County mu-
sic great Marty Stuart recorded the Crofts'
“I Can’t Even Walk” on his 13th album,
Souls’ Chapel. The album was nominated
for a Dove Award for Country Album of
the Year in 2006 at the 37th GMA Dove
Awards. The song was also included in 16
Great Southern Gospel Classics, Vol. 2.

Perhaps the most well-known of all, “I
Can’t Even Walk (Without You Holding
My Hand,” a standard in Southern gospel,
was recorded and sung by many and in-
cluded in The Worlds’ Greatest Southern
Gospel Songs (50 Southern Gospel Clas-
sics) edition.

Funeral services were held at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 7, at Perimeter Road Baptist
Church in Valdosta. Viewing and family
visitation was Monday, Jan. 6, from 5 - 7
p.m. at Carson-McLane Funeral Home,
2215 N. Patterson Street, Valdosta, Ga.
Burial was at Evergreen Cemetery in
Jasper, Fla.

Colbert Croft 
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Rodgers is Gainesville Sun

Coach of the Year

SHS head football coach Jamie Rodgers, center, was named the Gainesville Sun’s Coach of the Year. - Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

Staff

Suwannee High School head football coach Jamie
Rodgers led the Bulldogs (8-3) to their first playoff berth
since 2003 in his second year as coach. The Bulldogs were
runner-up in District 5-5A. This led to Rodgers being
named the Gainesville Sun’s Coach of the Year recently. 
Here is what the Gainesville Sun wrote: “In its five dis-

trict wins over Santa Fe, Eastside, Belleview, Dunnellon
and Crystal River, allowed just 26 points total defensively
(5.2 points per contest). This turnaround coming after go-
ing 3-7 in 2012 and 0-3 in District 2-5A (Wakulla, Talla-
hassee Godby and Rickards). Other strong contenders
were Demetric Jackson, who led Fort White to its first dis-
trict title, Brian Allen, who led a revamped Columbia
squad to the regional semifinals and Mark Latsko, who in
his first season at Gainesville, led the Hurricanes to their
fifth straight playoff berth.” 
Rodgers said he was surprised he was chosen as coach

of the year. 
“With so many good coaches in our area and good

teams, it was an honor,” said Rodgers. “It’s an honor to be
named that and represent our sport as coach of the year.”
Rodgers said it is a testament to how how hard the stu-

dent athletes and coaches worked. 

Lady Bulldogs 
fall to Madison

Staff

The Suwannee High School Lady Bulldog basketball
team fell to Madison County Jan. 4. The final score was
70-60. 

Shana Kilby 15 points
Kyra McClendon 11
Daycia Bandy 10

Ariana Wheeler 7
Makalyah Jackson 6
Chiquandra Bryant 4
Jade Brown 3
Khadijah Watson 2
Genesis Leggit 2
The Lady Bulldogs played Rickards in a district

match Tuesday night and will play Wakulla in a district
match Tuesday, Jan. 14 at 7:30 p.m.

“There’s a lot involved in turning a program around,”
said Rodgers. “The biggest congrats should go to our kids
and the assistant coaches.”
Two Bulldogs made the Sun’s first team offense role;

Aaron McAllister and Frank Smith. Eric Walker made the

Sun’s first team defense. Honorable mentions were Kodie
Mercer, Jeffrey Clayton, Casey Reaves. 
Branford High’s Travis Bass made the Sun’s second

team offense. Honorable mentions for Branford were
Matthew Spivey, Shawn Belanger and Jose Barron. 

January  “Outta’ the Woods”

Finding hunting success on 
small-acreage leases

Tony Young

By Tony Young

Many people think you
need a large tract of land
for hunting to harvest a
mature buck. But for a lot
of us, leasing a large chunk
of property is just not fi-
nancially feasible. So I’m
here to tell you that you
don’t need a large tract of
land if your small hunting
lease is in the right spot
and you manage your herd
correctly and let the young
bucks walk.
My wife and I lease a lit-

tle patch of woods less

than 30 minutes from
where we live and work.
It’s barely 20 acres but has
provided us some nice
hunting over the past cou-
ple seasons.
So we’ve made our little

lease as good as we can
make it. We’ve got corn
and soybean feeders and
mineral rocks out. We hire
a good friend to bring over
his tractor, and we plant
cool-weather and warm-
weather food plots twice a
year.
There’s a flock of

turkeys on the property and

a small deer herd. We’re fa-
miliar with the deer that
use the property because of
the game cameras we have
out and from what we see
with our own eyes.
This season, we decided

not to shoot any does dur-
ing the archery and antler-
less deer seasons because
we want to increase our
herd. There are a few
young bucks, including a
6-pointer, which we’ve
seen and passed on because
we want to give them the
chance to grow another
year or two, giving us

something nice to go after
in the future. But there
were two nice, mature 8-
points that we have seen on
camera for the past two
years, and those were the
only two deer that we were
going to target this season,
unless some other mature
bucks showed up.
The dominant buck in

the herd, however, was a
4.5-year-old 8 point with a
heavy and very symmetri-
cal rack and a white patch
of hair between his shoul-
ders. That’s the deer I set
my sights on. We named

him “Blaze” – a fine Flori-
da buck.
During one short, after-

noon sit, there was a
steady, northeast wind,
perfect for our favorite tree
stand. I had only about 45
minutes to hunt before
dark. Soon as I settled in,
two does stepped out of the
woods and into the food
plot followed, by a spike. It
was the pre-rut period, and
we were seeing more deer
activity, especially bucks,
during daylight hours.

SEE HUNTING, PAGE 3B

Locals make Sun’s
All-Area teams

Congratulations to all of the athletes who were named to the
Gainesville Sun’s All-Area teams.
Cross Country- Katie Stalvey (honorable mention).
Boys Golf- Will Bozeman (2nd team).
Volleyball - Sarah Futch, Mallory Morgan, and Molly Vogel

(honorable mention).
Football coach Jamie Rodgers was named coach of the year

and football student-athletes received recognition as well.
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 PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION
 SPECIAL SPECIAL

 OPEN
 SAT

 8-NOON
 $29 95 $29 95 $29 95
 Includes up to 5 QTS of
 Honda recommended oil

 Plus Tax & Disposal

 Open Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30  80
87

05

DAYTONA Rising January project update: Daytona International
Speedway kicks off the new year with race-ready preparation  

Daytona International Speedway has shifted its focus to race-ready preparation for the
52nd Anniversary of the Rolex 24 At Daytona and Budweiser Speedweeks 2014.

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – Daytona
International Speedway has shifted its fo-
cus to race-ready preparation for the 52nd
Anniversary of the Rolex 24 At Daytona
and Budweiser Speedweeks 2014. Con-
struction activities related to the DAY-
TONA Rising project will continue during
this time. However, the Speedway’s main
goal is to accommodate and entertain hun-
dreds of thousands of race fans during its
premier events in the early part of the
year.
“We are proud of the progress thus far

on the DAYTONA Rising project and
equally excited to welcome fans for the
start of the 2014 racing season,” Daytona
International Speedway President Joie
Chitwood III said. “They will get an up
close and personal look at all the progress
we’ve made to date and hopefully, they
will share in the excitement that we’ve felt
since the groundbreaking in July.  Our
partners at Barton Malow and ROSSETTI
have put us in a great position to continue
momentum for the DAYTONA Rising
project while preparing the facility so we
can deliver unforgettable experiences for
our loyal fans during our marquee
events.”
Race-ready activities that are currently

underway:
• Relocating merchandise store building

pad outside the frontstretch
• Setting up hospitality village and the

Budweiser 1876 Club
• Building temporary suite tower lobby

and temporary ticketing trailers
• Mobilizing the Americrown temporary

kitchen
• Admission Gates relocation completed

and ticket scanning systems tested
• Paving within the construction site to

support fan access and pedestrian traffic 

Here is a recap of key construction ac-
tivities since the last update in Decem-
ber:
• Steel installation near the middle bowl

section of the frontstretch grandstand
• First slab on the metal deck (first ele-

vated concrete pour)
• Completed pile cap installation

About DAYTONA Rising
DAYTONA Rising is a $400 million

reimagining of an American icon – Day-
tona International Speedway. Five ex-
panded and redesigned entrances, or “in-
jectors,” will lead fans to a series of esca-
lators and elevators, transporting them to

three different concourse levels. Each lev-
el features spacious social areas, or
“neighborhoods,” along the nearly mile-
long frontstretch. At the conclusion of the
redevelopment, Daytona International
Speedway will have approximately
101,000 permanent, wider and more com-
fortable seats, twice as many restrooms
and three times as many concession
stands. In addition, the Speedway will fea-
ture over 60 luxury suites with track side
views and a completely revamped hospi-
tality experience for corporate guests.  
DAYTONA Rising: Reimagining an
American Icon, expected to create 6,300
jobs, $300 million in labor income and
over $80 million in tax revenue, will be
completed in time for the 2016 Rolex 24
At Daytona and DAYTONA 500. DAY-
TONA Rising was recently cited as a key
source of expected job growth in Volusia
County as part of the Manpower Employ-
ment Outlook Survey.
Barton Malow is serving as the design-

builder for the project. In addition to
DAYTONA Rising, Barton Malow has
renovated the University of Michigan
“Big House” and the Rose Bowl.
ROSSETTI, an award-winning archi-

tectural design and planning firm for the
past 40 years, which headed the design for
Ford Field NFL Stadium, University of
Notre Dame Compton Family Ice Arena
and five Major League Soccer Stadiums,
is leading the master planning of the

DAYTONA Rising site.
Race fans can follow the progress of the

DAYTONA Rising project by visiting
www.DAYTONARising.com and con-
necting with Daytona International Speed-
way on Twitter, Facebook and Pinterest.
Also, fans can see the construction project
up close by taking one of the daily tours
available at the Speedway on non-event
days throughout the year.  Visit www.day-
tonainternationalspeedway.com/tours or
the Speedway Ticket and Tours Building
for more information.
For tickets and more information on

Daytona International Speedway events,
visit www.daytonainternationalspeed-
way.com or call 1-800-PITSHOP. 

About Daytona International Speedway
Daytona International Speedway is the

home of "The Great American Race" - the
DAYTONA 500. Though the season-
opening NASCAR Sprint Cup event gar-
ners most of the attention - as well as the
largest audience in motorsports - the ap-
proximately 500-acre motorsports com-
plex boasts the most diverse schedule of
racing on the globe, thus earning it the ti-
tle of "World Center of Racing." In addi-
tion to eight major weekends of racing ac-
tivity, rarely a week goes by that the
Speedway grounds are not used for events
that include civic and social gatherings,
car shows, photo shoots, production vehi-
cle testing and police motorcycle training.

Calendar of Events
Pat McAlhany and

Margie Stanfield docents
from the Lake City ~ 
Columbia County 
Historical Museum.
United Daughters of the

Confederacy, Olustee
Chapter, Lake City monthly
meeting Jan 20, 2014

Time: 5:15 P.M.
Place: China Buffet
345 West Duval Street,

Lake City, Fl
Buffet served after the

meeting.  Cost $9.00 (drink
extra)  Reservations not re-
quired.
For more information

call Linda Williams  386-
454-2580          
After Olustee Festival

2003, we formed a group
called the Historical
Sewing Society out of a
need to gather and share
our research regarding ac-
curate clothing for  civilian
living historians and reen-
actors  for the Civil War
Era. In addition to the de-
sire to present a “period
correct” appearance by
dressing as authentically as
possible, the need to under-
stand the proper etiquette,
behaviors and basic issues
of daily life, particularly
pertaining to women, was
also essential. Our goal, as
representatives of the Mu-
seum and in our roles of
living historians continues
to be to portray rural,
Southern yeoman farmer
class women.  No frills, no
makeup, complete with
proper head coverings,
aprons and  of course the
requisite “underpinnings “
and a correct handicraft or
activity that would  have
occupied the time of
women of the 1800’s.  Ini-
tially it appeared that
knowing how to make can-
dles, soap and operate a
spinning wheel would have
been sufficient ammunition
to prepare us for any event
that we would participate
in, but such was not the
case!!  There is SO much
more to know about South-
ern women and what they
endured particularly during

the years of the Civil War!
Research quickly went
from learning HOW to look
and act like the ancestors
we were attempting to com-
memorate and portray to
understanding what they
truly endured during their
lives.  The hardships and
deprivations that the
women, children and elder-
ly folks who were “left be-
hind” when the able bodied
menfolk went off to war are
recorded in many diaries.
In spite of the poverty and
deprivations endured by the
South, women in cities and
small rural settlements still
banded together to form or-
ganizations such as “Sol-
dier’s Aid Societies” to
help meet the needs of the
poor Confederate Soldiers
by making “comforts” (a
primitive quilt), socks,
clothing and foodstuffs to
be delivered to the front-
lines.
Hopefully this little syn-

opsis will make you want to
know more about the lives
of civilians here in our area
during the Civil War.

Gold City gospel 
quartet

The nation's leading
southern gospel quartet,
Gold City will be returning
to Madison on Thursday,
Jan. 16, at Yogi Bear's
Jellystone Park at 7 p.m.
Also joining Gold City will
be the Stephen Jones Band
and LifeSong. A free chili
dinner will be provided
during the event. For more
information, visit
www.lifesonggospel.com
or call (850) 464-0114.

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE 4B

 846248

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol
 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 POSSIBLE OWNER FINANCING  - 
 Half acre lot on the Suwannee River. 
 Gorgeous views, conveniently located. 
 $29,000. Call Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-
 8067 MLS#81920

 BANK OWNED  - 2006, 3/2 DWMH, 
 1,200+ sq.ft., located on 3 acres with 
 lots of trees, and some fencing. $40,000. 
 Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 
 MLS#85013  
 www.RealEstateShows.com/696158

 JUST LISTED  - 1,800+ sq.f.t, 3/2. 
 Convenient location to shopping, hospital, 
 and interstate. Great home with screen 
 porch, side entrance garage, fireplace, 
 paved circular drive. $108,500. 
 MLS#85947 Columbia County

 BEAUTIFUL  cedar home with 
 great location. Convenient to schools 
 and shopping. Large walk-in-closet 
 in master bdrm, oversized windows, 
 screened in back porch, 32x40 
 shelter. $149,500. MLS#85327 
 www.RealEstateShows.com/696013

 NEW IMPROVED PRICE:  45,000+ 
 sq.ft. Commercial building in Live 
 Oak. Just minutes from Wal-Mart and 
 I-10 interchange. $560,000. 
 MLS#36340

 BANK OWNED  - Custom built 2 
 story home on 2 acres just outside of 
 town. 2,500+ sq.ft., 3 bedroom 2 1/2 
 baths. Just outside of town. Balcony, 
 2 fireplaces, covered front porch, 
 attached 2 car garage. $193,500. 
 MLS#85601

 Just $9,900!  Several lots to choose fromin the Azalea Park Subdivision. Located inside the city limits. 
 Close to schools, doctors, and other amenities. MLS#85801

 TWO LOTS  for the price of one. Close to the river and out of the flood zone. Asking $5,000. Call Irvin 
 Dees, 386-208-4276 MLS#80336

 10 ACRES  - with well, septic, and electricity available. Close enough for city convenience yet with all the 
 pleases of country living. $35,000. Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-8067 MLS#85896

 REDUCED!BANK OWNED  - 1996, 3/2 DWMH, 1,300+sq.ft. on almost an acre on Lake Jeffery Road. 
 Large covered back porch. Workshop. $29,500. MLS#82213 www.RealEstateShows.com/656213

 NICE 3/2 DWMH  just minutes from town on 5 acres of pasture. Ideal for that mini farm or for your 
 horses. Complete w/a couple of out buildings for storage. $49,900 Call Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 
 MLS#85299

 $69,900  - Cute 2/1 frame house on 1 acre. Paved road frontage. Very secluded and private. Handicap 
 accessible bathroom. Fenced. Only 3 miles from Charles Springs/Boat ramp. Call Sylvia Newell, 386-59 0-
 2498 MLS#83618

 85 ACRES  located in Live Oak on CR 49. Approx 25 acres in 5 yr old planted pines. Priced at just $2,500 
 an acre. MLS#83646

 ONE OF A KIND:  Beautiful 40 acres bordering Twin Rivers state forest on two sides. Horse riding trails, 
 fishing in the Suwannee River. EXCELLENT deer and turkey hunting all right out your back door. Nice 
 barns and SWMH like new condition. PRIVATE, SECLUDED. $249,900. Call David Mincey, 386-590-
 0157 MLS#85973

 GREAT OPPORTUNITY  for commercial drive thru business (formerly Domino’s Pizza)/ Great location 
 at roundabout. $289,000. Call Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498 MLS#83080
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Finding hunting success on 
small-acreage leases

Things looked promising.
I enjoyed watching the three deer graze
on oats, wheat and rye, and I heard the
turkeys fly up to roost at sunset. The does
were still upwind but started acting
strange, and one of them put its tail up and
started blowing. They all ended up run-
ning off.
I decided to give it a last-ditch effort by
doing a multiple-note “tending” grunt
call. There were about five minutes left of
legal shooting hours, and I started gather-
ing my things together when the flash of
my old-school game camera went off.
Something had just walked in front of
the camera: a deer, and a pretty good-
sized one at that.
I slowly picked up my rifle and looked
through the scope. It was a racked buck,

but it was hard to tell if it was one of the
younger bucks that we didn’t want to
shoot. The buck was looking right at me,
and I knew I didn’t have much time to
make a decision. That’s when he bent
down to feed and I saw the white patch on
his back! That’s when I knew it was
Blaze!
“Buck fever” immediately set in; my
heart just went to poundin’ and my hands
a-shakin’. This was the deer I’d been
hunting for two seasons. This was the
dominant buck of our little patch of
woods, and I needed to pull myself to-
gether and make a good shot.
Time was running out, my hands and
breathing were all over the place, and
Blaze was facing me, not presenting me
with the shot I wanted. All of a sudden he
turned to his left and gave me his right
shoulder. I managed to calm down and

steadied the crosshairs on his right shoul-
der. I slowly squeezed the trigger.
After the recoil, I could see the buck’s
white belly, laying on the ground right
where he had stood. I immediately
climbed down and walked over to my tro-
phy buck. His 172-pound body and per-
fect rack were just as grand as they looked
on all the game cam pictures.
And the shot placement was right on the
money and humane. My .270-caliber bul-
let found its mark, killing the deer instant-
ly.
So it just goes to show you that you
don’t need a large piece of land to find
hunting success. All you have to do is put
in a little time providing year-round, qual-
ity food sources, and if you want the
chance to shoot a mature buck year after
year, let the young bucks walk, and man-
age your deer according to the herd size.

And another thing – some hunters say
they don’t like the game cams that use
flash photography because that scares off
big bucks. Well, not only did my old-
school cam not scare away Blaze, but if it
hadn’t flashed, I may not have known he
was even there.
I hope you enjoyed a great Christmas
holiday, and I wish you a very happy new
year. Remember, you can get big things
from small packages, and deer season is
not over yet in central and north Florida.
And I still have that other big 8-point deer
running around somewhere on our little
piece of hunting paradise too.

Tony Young is the media relations coor-
dinator for the FWC’s Division of Hunting
and Game Management. You can reach
him with questions about hunting at
Tony.Young@MyFWC.com.

Continued From Page 1B

Volunteers
needed

Learn how to be a
SHINE volunteer in your
community.    SHINE vol-
unteers offer free counsel-
ing and assistance to Flori-
da Seniors and those with
disabilities,  on topics re-
lated to Medicare, Medic-
aid, long term care plan-
ning, prescription drug as-
sistance, supplemental in-
surance and more.    Volun-
teers are needed in Suwan-
nee County.    Comprehen-
sive three day training will
take place in Lake City on
March 25-27.   Costs for
transportation are reim-
bursed and meals provided.
Call 1-800-262-2243 for
information and applica-
tion. 
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 The cold weather brings with it a season of smiles, the first snowfalls and, 
 unfortunately, cold and flu outbreaks. While everyone else is suffering, there are 
 ways you can make it through the season unscathed.

 It is estimated that a billion people across North America will succumb to the cold 
 virus this year, says Medline. Considering there is no cure for cold and flu viruses, 
 prevention remains a person’s best option at fending off cold and flu. There are 
 different precautions to take that can help protect you against getting sick or at 
 least reduce the frequency and severity with which cold and flu strikes.

 Although there is no magic pill to take that will prevent you from catching a cold or 
 the flu, there are ways to improve your odds.

 * Wash your hands the right way. Washing your hands frequently remains the 
 single-best way to keep viruses and bacteria that can make you sick from 
 infiltrating the body. Washing your hands for at least 20 seconds can effectively 
 remove any dirt, grime and invisible invaders.

 * Skip antibacterial products. Because colds and the flu are the result of viruses, 
 which are different in behavior and structure from bacteria, they will not be killed off 
 with the use of antibacterial products. What you may succeed in doing is killing off 
 any beneficial bacteria on your hands as well as creating resistant bacteria that 
 form with over-use of antibiotics and antibacterial products.

 * Get the flu shot. There is no vaccination to prevent the common cold, but there 
 are immunizations that can help reduce your risk of getting the flu or help minimize 
 its severity. Doctors’ offices, clinics and even pharmacies all offer annual flu shots.

 * Use sanitizer on items around the house. Surfaces that are frequently touched by 
 all members of the household should be wiped down with a disinfectant product. A 
 bleach-and-water solution is an effective sanitizer. Surfaces to sanitize include 
 phones, doorknobs, light switches, remote controls, computer keyboards, faucets, 
 toys, and countertops.

 * Avoid sick 
 people. 
 KidsHealth.org 
 states that flu 
 viruses and 
 colds can travel 
 up to 12 feet 
 (from a sneeze 
 or cough). Steer 
 clear of anyone 
 exhibiting 
 symptoms, 
 especially 
 someone who 
 is frequently 
 sneezing or 
 coughing. 
 Parents should keep children home from school if they are sick. Do so until 
 symptoms subside so as not to infect others.

 * Use a sanitizer product. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention advise 
 that when hand-washing is not readily available, a good way to kill germs is to use 
 an alcohol-based sanitizer lotion. While not as effective as washing hands in warm, 
 soapy water, sanitizing products can be used in a pinch while you’re on the go.

 * Cough into your sleeve. Rather than coughing or sneezing into your hands, do so 
 into the crook of your elbow since this area rarely touches anything else.

 * Skip the buffet lunch. Buffet-style offerings are convenient and offer variety, but 
 they are also a breeding ground for illnesses. These foods may have been sneezed 
 or coughed on. Also, the serving spoons have been touched by dozens of people.

 There are many different ways to avoid getting a cold or the flu this season. 
 Diligence is one of the keys to staying germ-free. 

 Stay healthy when the sick season of sneezes and sniffles arrives 

 The elderly are more at risk for serious side effects form the cold and flu

HERBERT C.
MANTOOTH,

D.D.S, P.A.
602 Railroad Ave., Live Oak, FL

(386) 362-6556
1-800-829-6506
(Out of Suwannee County) 783927

800726

Locally Owned & Operated

Live Oak 208-1414
Lake City      755-8680

• Medicare, Protegrity
• Blue Cross, Av Med

John Palmer, Physical Therapist
Lacey Bailey, Physical Therapist Assistant

A Medicare Certified Rehabilitation Agency

“Everything For Your
 Home Recovery”

305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008
(386) 935-6905

229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
(386) 294-3777 783

926
˙

MEDICAL
DOCTORS OFFICEURGENT CARE

Live Oak Office
396-208-1206

609 SW 5th St.
(Behind Auto Zone)

Jasper Office
386-792-2935

413 SW 5th Ave.

Open 7 Days
a Week

Sat. & Sun.
10 am - 2 pm

Dr. Brij Rana, MD, Tammi Smith, Dee Smallwood CNA,
Cassidy Chirino and Dr. AnJana Rana, MD

 845993

January “Fish Busters’ Bulletin”

Crappie anglers enjoy a happy new year

By Bob Wattendorf
Welcome to 2014. Black crappie are favorite cool-

weather targets for freshwater anglers, so join the fun,
check your fishing license (License.MyFWC.com) and the
list of top sites and tips below and go fishing. What better
way to start off a new year then with some healthy outdoor
activity and a mess of fresh fish?

Crappie are among the most popular freshwater fishes in
Florida. Their deep body with nearly symmetrical dorsal
and anal fins and a speckled pattern on the body make
them easy to distinguish. Crappie spend much of their time
offshore, feeding on small fish. This time of year they will
be preparing to spawn and, as the temperatures reach 62-
65 degrees Fahrenheit, they move inshore to build nests in
colonies. Nests over gravel or muddy bottoms in depths of
3-8 feet are fanned by males.

Crappie eat crustaceans, insects and small fishes. A
bright, 1/16-oz. to 1/8-oz. jig or Hal-flies will produce
once they are inshore. If they are schooling offshore, drift
Missouri minnows or grass shrimp below a float, with a #4
hook and small split shot. Depth is key, as crappie school
at the same level, so experiment until you find the right
depth.

Crappie (aka speckled perch or papermouth) longer
than14 inches or heavier than 2 pounds qualify for a Big
Catch angler-recognition certificate (www.BigCatchFlori-
da.com). Youth under 16 can participate with an entry
longer than 10 inches or heavier than 1.5 pounds. Easy
registration makes people eligible for both Big Catch and
TrophyCatch (which rewards anglers for catching-docu-
menting-releasing largemouth bass heavier than 8
pounds), as well as a drawing to take place in October
2014 for a Phoenix bass boat powered by Mercury.

Looking for the best places to go? Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) fisheries biol-

ogists compile annual lists of top fishing sites for bass,
crappie, bream, catfish or striped bass. It is available at
MyFWC.com/Fishing (select “Freshwater” and “Fishing
Sites and Forecasts”). You can also find quarterly updated
regional forecasts for other key water bodies, with links
for more current information. Here are the selections for
your best black crappie fishing in 2014, as compiled by
Cheree Steward, FWC fisheries biologist.
Lake Talquin (8,800-acre reservoir, west of Tallahassee)
Lochloosa Lake (5,705 acres, between Gainesville and
Ocala)
Lake Weir (5,685 acres, south Marion County)
Lake Griffin (10,000 acres, Lake County)
Lake Monroe (9,406 acres, near Sanford)
West Lake Tohopekaliga (18,810 acres, south of the city
of Kissimmee)
Lake Kissimmee (34,976 acres, east of the city of Lake
Wales)
Lake Marian (5,742 acres, Osceola County, east of Lake
Kissimmee)
Mosaic Fish Management Area (1,000 acres, southern
Polk County)

Tenoroc Fish Management Area (8,300 acres, Polk
County)
Lake Weohyakapka (Walk-in-Water) (7,800 acres, east
of Lake Wales)
Lake Arbuckle (3,800 acres, east of Frostproof)
Lake Marion (2,990 acres, east of Haines City)
Lake Istokpoga (28,000 acres, near Sebring)
Lake Trafford (1,500 acres, southeast of Fort Myers, in
Immokalee)

Crappie are considered to be some of the tastiest fresh-
water fishes. With general bag limits for crappie set at a
generous 25 fish and no size limit, unless otherwise spec-
ified, you can easily take a “mess” home to eat. So bring
your family and friends and get out on the water. 
Instant licenses are available at MyFWC.com/License

or by calling 888-FISH-FLORIDA (347-4356). Report vi-
olators by calling 888-404-3922, *FWC or #FWC on your
cell phone, or texting to Tip@MyFWC.com. Visit
MyFWC.com/Fishing and select “more news,” and sub-
scribe to FWC columns and news updates by visiting
MyFWC.com, and select the “Sign up for updates” button
on the top right of the page.

Calendar of Events
Wilburn and Wilburn and LifeSong 

Live in concert on Saturday, Jan. 11, Wilburn & Wilburn
at Yogi Bear's Jellystone Park in Madison at 7 p.m.
Jonathan Wilburn is the former lead vocalist for Gold City
and is known for his distinguished voice on "Midnight
Cry." Doors open at 6 p.m. For more information, visit
www.lifesonggospel.com or call (850) 464-0114.

Need Help with Your Medicare Costs?
Want to see if you can save money on your prescription

drug costs? Can't afford to have the Medicare Part B Pre-
mium come out of your check every month? Are you new
to Medicare and not sure of your options? Whether you are
a Medicare beneficiary, family member or caregiver,

SHINE, a volunteer program under the FL Dept of Elder
Affairs, provides you with free, unbiased and cofidential
information.

For assistance, please call the Elder Helpline at 1-800-
262-2243 to have a volunteer return your call or come see
us at:
Wed, Jan. 8     1:30-3:30 p.m.     Lake City Library (Down-
town)
Thurs, Jan.  9 1:30-3:30 p.m.     Live Oak City Hall
Fri, Jan. 17    10 a.m.-Noon   Branford Public Library
Wed, Jan. 22 1:30-3:30 p.m.     Lifestyle Enrichment Ctr
(Lake City)

Suwannee Amateur Radio Club 
First Tuesday, social at 6:30 p. m., followed by regular

meeting at 7, at its club house, located north of I10 &
US129, Live Oak.  Call for exact location and directions.
Visitors are always welcome!  The club offers periodic
testing for your ham license.  The club's web site is
www.suwanneearc.org.  Amateur radio operators (HAMS)
provide emergency radio communications for those orga-
nizations involved in emergencies like law enforcement, 

Continued From Page 2B
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CLASSIFIEDS

 ADOPTION

 A childless, young, 
 successful woman
 seeks to adopt. Will be 
 HANDS-ON Mom! 
 Financial security. 
 Expenses paid. Visit: 
 www.jodi2adopt.webs.c
 om , call Jodi 1-800-
 718-5516 or text 609-
 770-1255. Adam Sklar 
 #0150789
 UNPLANNED 
 PREGNANCY? 
 Adoption-A brave & 
 selfless choice. 
 Medical, living & 
 counseling expenses 
 paid. Choose the loving 
 & financially secure 
 family. Compassionate 
 Atty. Lauren Feingold 
 24/7 866-633-0397 
 www.fklhearttoheart.net 
 #0958107
 AUCTIONS

 AUCTION  – Roofing 
 Company Liquidation, 
 Online Auction Only, 
 Bid Dec. 27 thru Jan. 
 14, Items Located in 
 Maryland & Florida. 
 Motleyʼs Auction & 
 Realty Group,          
 804-232-3300, 
 www.motleys.com , 
 VAAL #16
 EDUCATION

 DRIVER TRAINEES 
 NEEDED NOW!  Learn 
 to drive for US Xpress! 
 Earn $700 per week! 
 No experience needed! 
 Local CDL Traning. Job 
 ready in 15 days! 
 (888)368-1964

 Experienced OTR 
 Flatbed Drivers  earn 
 50 up to 55 cpm 
 loaded. $1000 sign on 
 to Qualified drivers. 
 Home most weekends. 
 Call: 843-266-3731 / 
 www.bulldoghiway.com
 EOE

 Heavy Equipment 
 Operator Training!
 Bulldozers, Backhoes, 
 Excavators. 3 Weeks 
 Hands On Program. 
 Local Job Placement 
 Assistance. National 
 Certifications. GI Bill 
 Benefits Eligible. 1-
 866-362-6497

 You can become an 
 expert
 in HVAC  installation 
 and repair. Pinnacle 
 Career Institute Online 
 HVAC education
 in as little as 12 
 months.
 Call us today: 
 1-877-651-3961
 or go online:

 www.HVAC-Online-
 Education.com

 MISCELLANEOUS

 AIRLINE CAREERS
 begin here – Get FAA 
 approved Aviation 
 Maintenance 
 Technician training. 
 Housing and Financial 
 aid for qualified 
 students. Job 
 placement assistance. 
 Call AIM 866-314-3769
 AIRLINE CAREERS
 begin here – Get FAA 
 approved Aviation 
 Maintenance 
 Technician training. 
 Housing and Financial 
 aid for qualified 
 students. Job 
 placement assistance. 
 Call AIM 866-314-3769

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 01-08-14 — 01-15-14

 847039

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079 784025

 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay
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Meaningful work: It’s not just a cliché. At Mosaic, it’s a difference that’s real. 

We offer challenging opportunities that promise to make the most of your 

skills. That means you’ll have the chance to dig into work that matters and 

make an impact right from the start.

Discover our difference for yourself. With phosphate production facilities in 

Florida and Louisiana, and operations across the globe, Mosaic’s mission is 

to help the world grow the food it needs.

Discover our career opportunities at mosaicco.com/careers.

The difference is real.

Meaningful jobs and
career opportunities
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2007 INFINITI M35

2012 LINCOLN MKS

2009 DODGE JOURNEY R/T2009 DODGE JOURNEY

2009 DODGE CHALLENGER SRT8

2001 CHEVY MONTE CARLO

843103

888-304-2277 888-463-6831
801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN   4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA

229-263-7561
8640 US HWY 84 • QUITMAN 

1999 HONDA  ACCORD

2012 FORD MUSTANG

2002 BUICK LESABRE

2005 MAZDA MIATA

2011 DODGE CHARGER

2010 RAM 1500 QUAD SLT

2007 CHEVY TAHOE LT

2011 LEXUS ES 350

2008 CHEVY MALIBU LTZ

2011 RAM 1500 CREW SLT 4X4

1999 DODGE DAKOTA SLT

2009 PONTIAC SOLSTICE

2008 FORD EDGE LIMITED

2011 DODGE CHALLENGER R/T

1995 CHEVY CAMARO

2007 HONDA ACCORD

2008 CHEVY 1500 CREW LTZ 4X4

2008 FORD EXPEDITION LTD

2011 BUICK REGAL

2011 LEXUS IS 250

2011 CHEVY 1500 CREW 4X42012 CHEVY AVALANCHE LTZ

2014 FORD MUSTANG 5.02008 FORD MUSTANG

2009 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

2005 JEEP WRANGLER X

2012 BMI 328i 2007 SUBARU IMPREZA WRX TR

2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER 4X4

2009 HYUNDAI SANTA FE LTD

2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SR5

2009 HYUNDAI GENESIS

2010 DODGE CHARGER R/T

2011 DODGE AVENGER LUX

2011 CHEVY CAMARO

2007 CHRYSLER 300C

2008 DODGE CHARGER R/T

2010 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

2012 CHEVY CREW LTZ 4X4

2009 NISSAN ARMADA2011 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

2013 JEEP WRANGLER

2011 MAZDA CX-7

2010 TOYOTA CAMRY

2012 HONDA CIVIC

2013 KIA OPTIMA

2010 JEEP COMMANDER

2009 HYUNDAI SANTA FE LTD

2004 CHEVY 2500 LT 2012 RAM 2500 LONGHORN 4X4

2004 NISSAN XTERRA

2011 RAM 1500 CREW CAB

2010 RAM 1500 CREW CAB 2004 DODGE RAM 2500 SLT

2005 GMC ENVOY SLE

2004 GMC YUKON SLE2008 KIA SEDONA

2012 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

2006 TOYOTA SEQUOIA

2013 JEEP PATRIOT

2013 JEEP WRANGLER

2008 TOYOTA TUNDRA CREW SR5

2011 CHEVY AVALANCHE LTZ2011 CHEVY SUBURBAN LTZ

2011 HONDA CR-V2010 HONDA CR-V

2006 JEEP WRANGLER2009 JEEP WRANGLER X 2006 JEEP WRANGLER

2010 JEEP WRANGLER 2011 JEEP WRANGLER 2011 JEEP WRANGLER

2013 CHEVY CORVETTE
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