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Our office will be closed all day, Jan. 1, 2014.  We will reopen at 8 a.m. Jan. 2

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

A question posed by County Adminis-
trator Randy Harris at a December
Suwannee County Board of County
Commissioners meeting concerning cat-
alyst site regulations turned into a dis-
cussion about confidentiality agree-
ments between the county and a busi-
ness seeking to locate in Suwannee
County. 

Harris briefly mentioned a business
employing approximately 15-20 peo-
ple is seeking to locate at the catalyst
site. Local resident Lori McCraney
asked for the type of industry and what
would be stored at this proposed com-
pany’s site. 
Dennis Cason, former president of the

Suwannee County Economic Alliance,
said he, nor the board, was able to render
the information due to a signed confi-
dentiality agreement between the county

and the company. 
“I think the public has the right to

know what companies will be affecting
where the people live and work,” Mc-
Craney said. “The people have a right to
be a part of the process.”
The Democrat contacted Cason prior

to his recent retirement and asked him
about the economic development process
and why a county cannot provide infor-
mation about a potential company that
has a confidentiality agreement. 

Why confidentiality between
proposed companies and county?
You asked, the Democrat has the answers. 

The Democrat asked

What is your
New Year’s
resolution?

"My New Year's resolution
is to be healthier –

exercising and eating –
and to also spend more
time with my family."

Karen Hurst

“After the baby’s born,
I want to lose some

weight. I think
everything else is really
good. I’ve got three
beautiful children
already and life is

good.”
Julie Hilton

“My New Year’s resolution
is to try to be happy. I

lost my husband and I’m
going to start a new year
fresh with all my friends
that have been good to
me. That’s my resolution

this year.”
-Ester Farro

“I just want to be closer
to Christ and bond
better with my

daughters, Jo’keria and
Mea’laya.”

-Shateea Butler

SEE WHY, PAGE 9A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Live Oak Fire Department and
the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office
teamed up to help bring Christmas to
31 Suwannee County teenagers
through “Shop with a Hero,” according
to LOFD Safety and Training Officer
Alan Bedenbaugh. The week before

Christmas, teens were given $100 to go
shopping with a local first responder at
Walmart in Live Oak. 
On Nov. 15, 2013, Winn-Dixie held a

pulled pork fundraising dinner with the
help of crew members from the LOFD
and Live Oak Police Department who
helped cook the meat. The fundraising

Nearly three dozen Suwannee County teenagers were given $100 gift cards to go
shopping with a local first responder just days before Christmas. “Shop with a Hero”
is sponsored by the Live Oak Fire Department and the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. Pictured left to right: Alan Bedenbaugh, LOFD safety and training officer; Tyler
Johnson, LOFD reservist; Cynthia Sharpe; Collin Adams, recipient of $100 gift card;
and Jerry Sullivan, LOFD captain. - Photo: Bryant Thigpen

31 TEENS GET $100 GIFT CARDS 

LOFD, SCSO join efforts
through ‘Shop with a Hero’By Bryant Thigpen

bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Three area girls will be twirling dur-
ing the halftime show at the Sugar Bowl
in New Orleans on Jan. 2, which will be
aired on ESPN at 8:30 p.m. The group
of girls performing are participants of
local business Twirling by Kary, a class
that teaches students the art of twirling. 
Twirling By Kary proprietor Kary

Black, a graduate of Florida State Uni-
versity, twirled during her college years
at football games while obtaining a de-
gree in English. By her senior year,
Black had worked her way up to leader-
ship and assisted in creating the routine.
“I actually attended the Sugar Bowl

when I was in school,” Black said.
Black also performed twice at the Or-
ange Bowl. 
Black said she sent bowl officials a

video of the girls twirling. The officials
then picked three participants: Kaylin
Kirk, 16, of Mayo; Katie Johnson, 19, of
Perry; and Camdyn Hurst, 10, of Live
Oak to perform during this year’s half-
time show. 
Kirk has been Black’s student for one

year; Johnson for four years; and Hurst
for two years.
When Black returned to Live Oak, she

taught twirling in private lessons. Black
said she had so many private lessons,
that she soon had to switch from one-on-
one lessons to class sessions. In 2010,
Twirling by Kary was established.
The group performs at several local

Katie Johnson Camdyn Hurst 

Kaylin Kirk

3 area girls
to twirl at
Sugar Bowl

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Approximately 267 flu
shots have been given to
local residents by the
Suwannee County Health
Department this flu sea-
son, SCHD Administrator
Pamela Blackmon report-
ed. So far, over a dozen

cases of influenza have
been reported from local
medical providers just
within the last couple of
weeks. 
According to SCHD,

influenza, commonly
known as the flu, is a con-
tagious respiratory dis-

267 flu shots given
by health department

Blackmon

Blackmon: Over a dozen
cases of flu reported

SEE 267 FLU, PAGE 9A

SEE LOFD, PAGE 9A
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Letters may be edited to fit available
space. The editor should not alter the
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 The Suwannee Democrat www.suwanneedemocrat.com

 Looking  For Something To Do? Have An  Event  To Promote?
 The Suwannee Democrat is bringing a 
 new interactive dimension to our online 
 readers.

 Looking for something to do today or this 
 weekend? We’ve got the answer.

 Have you got an event that our 
 community needs to know about? Post it 
 yourself. The new calendar isn’t just 
 good-looking, it’s self-serve and user-
 friendly.

 The interactive calendar has lots of 
 categories, from sports events to 
 churches to entertainment and more. 
 And it has an easy-to-use search 
 function.

 You can find it on 
 our homepage at
 www.suwanneedemocrat.com.

 Now offering you total access

 842946

 846056

 9980 Hwy 90 (at CR49)
 Live Oak, FL 32060

 Wings

 59 ¢

 Open 6am -7pm
 7 Days A Week

 601 E. Howard St. • Live Oak, FL 32064

 386-362-3402
 www.LiveOakRealtyInc.com

 Jay Wetzel
 President/Broker

 Thank You Live Oak for 
 a successful 2013. 

 We are looking forward 
 to serving your real 

 estate needs in 2014. 

 846006˙

Editor’s note: The Suwan-
nee Democrat prints the en-
tire arrest record each week.
If your name appears here
and you are later found not
guilty or the charges are
dropped, we will be happy to
make note of this in the
newspaper when judicial
proof is presented to us by
you or the authorities.

The following abbrevia-
tions are used below:

SCSO-Suwannee County
Sheriff’s Office

LOPD-Live Oak Police
Department

FDLE-Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement

FHP-Florida Highway Pa-
trol

FWC-Florida Wildlife
Commission

DOT-Department of
Transportation

OALE-Office of Agricul-
tural Law Enforcement

P & P-Probation and Pa-
role

USMS-US Marshals Ser-
vice

ATF-Department of Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms

DOC-Department of Cor-
rections 

Dec 24, Michael Eugene
Mosley, 52. 20850 139th
Drive, O'Brien, FL, Fail to
Report Change in Address
by Sex Offender, 1st App—
PD App Per WFW: SCSO-
C. Watson

Dec 24, Wilfredo
Ramirez, 30, 22856 41st Dr,
Lake City, FL, Trespass Af-
ter Warning: SCSO- C.
McInnis

Dec 25, Lawrence Keith
Finney, 37, 203 Winderwee-
dle St, Live Oak, FL, Battery
(Dom. Violence), 1st App—
PD App Per WFW: LOPD-
T. Faller

Dec 26, Kimberly Lashay
Woodson, 32, 49 Barnhart
Rd, Monticello, FL: SCSO-
A. Loston

Dec. 27, Jermaine Lamar
Gwinn, 30, 1820 Ichetuck-
nee St. Lot 5, Live Oak, FL,
Battery (Dom. Violence):
LOPD- D. Hohman

Dec. 27, Wayman Antwan
Ford, 28, 2323 SW 35th
Place Apt. 6-D, Gainesville,
FL, Vop (Sale Cocaine w/i
1000' Church/Poss Cocaine
w/i to Sell): SCSO- J. Scout

Dec. 27, Darrien Lane
Farley, 48, 9108 132nd
Trace, Live Oak, FL, Retail
Theft: LOPD- Fipps

Dec. 28, Stephen Roger
Trahan, 21, 3 Eugene Place,
St. Augustine, FL, Petit
Theft, Vop o/c Resist Arrest
w/o Violence: SCSO- T. Lee

Dec. 28, Arturo Hernan-
dez-Nunez Arturo, 29, 8380
CR 136, Live Oak, FL, No
Valid DL (2nd Offense):
SCSO- M. Landis

Dec. 29, Paul Conrad
Haug, 40, 420 S.E. Seth Net-
tles Dr., Lake City, FL, Bur-
glary, Grand Theft, Resist-
ing w/o Violence, Give False
Name To Leo: SCSO- Z.
Clark

Dec, 29, Nicholas Phillip
Douglas, 23, 7570 300th
Street, Branford, FL, Bur-
glary, Grand Theft, Poss
Drug Equipment: SCSO- C.
Ferguson

Dec. 29, Robert Anthony
Wilbanks, 41, 3630 River
Road, Live Oak, FL, Retail
Theft, Theft, FTA (DWL-
SR/Exp DL + 4 Mth)
**Gilchrist Co Wrt**:
SCSO- B. Kastor

Dec. 29, Christi Jennifer
Stephens, 36, 10379 112th
ST., Live Oak, FL, Battery-
Dom. Violence: SCSO- T.
Meeks

SCFR calls for
service from
12/22/2013 @
midnight to
12/28/2013
@midnight.

Total calls for service: 93
Medical Calls  82
Cardiac: 10Fever: 1Trauma: 8Motor vehicle crash: 7       Miscellaneous medicalcall: 14Respiratory: 8Fall: 10Altered Mental Status: 7Abdominal Pain/N/V: 5Weakness: 6Seizure: 2OD: 2Death: 1Structure Fire Standby: 1
Fire Calls 11
Structure fire: 1Brush fire: 2Motor vehicle crash: 4Smoke investigation: 2Fire alarm: 2
Back-up Calls Rescue 6:2
Volunteer FireResponses: 9

GAINESVILLE, Fla. ---
Visitors will soon be able to
uncover the mysteries of
man’s best friend at the
Florida Museum of Natural
History’s new temporary
exhibit, “Wolf to Woof:
The Story of Dogs,” open-
ing Feb. 15, 2014.

“Wolf to Woof” is the
largest and most compre-
hensive traveling exhibit on
the history, biology and
evolution of dogs. It shows
how dogs have secured a
special place in human so-
ciety as an incredibly di-
verse and versatile species
that serves as hunters,
herders, guards and com-
panions.

The exhibit reveals an in-
depth history of dogs and
their connection with
wolves through four
themed sections featuring
artifacts, multimedia dis-
plays, photomurals and dio-
ramas.

Visitors may participate
in interactive, hands-on ac-
tivities like climbing into
an avalanche scene to see

what it’s like to be saved by
a search-and-rescue dog.
Visitors may also guess
what dogs are saying in a
“howling area” and test
their nose against a dog’s
powerful sense of smell.

The museum will host an
opening celebration event
for the exhibit on Feb. 22
that will include a dog
adoption drive and service
dog demonstrations. Admis-
sion is $7 for adults ($6 Fla.
residents and seniors);
$4.50 for ages 3-17 and free
to museum members and
University of Florida stu-
dents with a valid Gator 1
card.

The museum will display
the exhibit through Sept. 1,
2014.

For more information,
v i s i t
http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/e
xhibits.

Florida Museum of Natural History
lets the dogs out in ‘Wolf to Woof’

exhibit opening Feb. 15
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Career day at BES
Branford Elementary School hosted a career
day at their school recently.
Twenty-one presenters from a variety of local
jobs and careers came to speak

to the students. Each presenter talked to the
students about their career and about the impor-
tance of education and how it affects their plans
for

the future.
Branford Elementary School would like to sin-
cerely thank these volunteers for making this day
such a success.

A member of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission speaks to students. 

Members of Suwannee County Fire/Rescue talk to students. 

A local dental office educates kids on the importance of brushing and flossing. 

Florida Trail 
Association
Suwannee 

Chapter meetings 
Meetings are held on the
second Monday of each
month, except in July and
Aug., at the Suwannee
River Water Management
District Office, from 7-9
p.m.  The SRWMD office
is located on US 90 and
CR 49, two miles east of
Live Oak. The public is
cordially invited to attend.
The mission of the FTA
is to develop, maintain,
promote and protect a con-
tinuous public hiking trail
the length of the state of
Florida, called the Florida
National Scenic Trail, and
other side and loop trails,
together called the Florida
Trail System. Further, they
are dedicated to educating
the public by teaching ap-
preciation for and conser-
vation of the natural beau-
ty of Florida, and to pro-
vide opportunities for hik-
ing, camping and other
outdoor experiences. 
For further information,
you may go to the Florida
Trail Suwannee Chapter
website at:
suwannee.floridatrail.org,
or Suwannee MeetUp
Group at:
www.meetup.com/suwan-
nee-FTA. You may also

contact the Chapter Chair,
Irvin Chance, at an-
dachance@msn.com or by
phone at 386-330-2424.

 (386) 688-7488
 846328

 THE VILLAGE ATTIC
 SELF STORAGE  in Dowling Park

 Climatized/Insulated/Fenced

 “Everyone needs an Attic”
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 To Register or For Additional 
 Information Call

 Suwannee-Hamilton 
 Technical Center

 386-647-4200

 Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center 
 Community Education

 Upcoming Classes

 •  Basic Computers begins Tuesday, 1/7/14, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. $50 + book
 Every Tuesday for 6 weeks

 •  Conversational Spanish begins Thursday, 1/9/14 5:30 - 7:30 $64.10
 Every Thursday for 9 weeks

 •  Excel Express “Basic” Saturday, 1/18/14, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - $50 1 day only

 •  Gun Safety/Concealed Weapons Saturday, 1/8/14, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. $75 1 day only

 • Phlebotomy begins Monday, 2/3/14 5:00 p.m. M, W, & Th $750.64 - 165 hours

 More classes available...

 •  Microsoft Word

 • Excel

 • Power Point

 • Cake Decorating

 • Advanced Cake Decorating

 • Hobby/Wood Working

 • Sign Language

 • Basic Sewing

 • Crochet

 • Keyboarding/Typing

 845773

 Online classes now available!

 Check out our online courses! We are proud to 
 offer over 300 cources available through our 
 online classroom! We offer a wide range of 
 highly interactive courses that you can take 

 entirely over the Internet. All of our courses are 
 led by expert instructors, many of whom are 
 nationally known authors. Our online courses 

 are affordable, fun, fast, convenient, and geared 
 just for you. Just visit our webpage at

 http://suwannee.shtc.schooldesk.net  or 
 ed2go.com/shtc .

 846329

 PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION
 SPECIAL SPECIAL

 OPEN
 SAT

 8-NOON
 $29 95 $29 95 $29 95

 Includes up to 5 QTS of
 Honda recommended oil

 Plus Tax & Disposal

 Open Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30  80
87

05

Marriage license applied for theweek of Dec. 16 – 20, 2013:
Curt Alan Sahlsten to Jill Elaine Peterson

Gary Eugene Blocker Sr. to Barbara Freeman Phelps

Charles West Davidson IV to Kelly Ann Useche

Jonathan Andrew Woodrum to Elizabeth Casandra Engelke

Marriage licenses

Claudette 'CC' Corbin
Dec. 28, 2013

Claudette 'CC'
Corbin, 65, of Bell,
Fla. passed away on

on Saturday, Dec. 28, 2013.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc., Live
Oak & Branford, Fla. in
charge of arrangements.

DEATH
NOTICE

Career day at BES

Roy Crain from Live Oak Pest Control talks to the kids. 

Tom Shea speaks to kids about his career. 

Sergeant Tracy Hisler-Pace speaks to kids about her career with the Florida Highway Pa-
trol.

A member of the SWAT team speaks to kids. 
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A local hairstylist demonstrates her craft. 

Career
day at BES

Suwannee Democrat reporter Andrew McGee speaks to students. 

Calendar
of Events

Need Help with Your
Medicare Costs?

Want to see if you can
save money on your pre-
scription drug costs? Can't
afford to have the Medicare
Part B Premium come out of
your check every month?
Are you new to Medicare
and not sure of your options?
Whether you are a Medicare
beneficiary, family member
or caregiver,

SHINE, a volunteer pro-
gram under the FL Dept of
Elder Affairs, provides you
with free, unbiased and cofi-
dential information.

For assistance, please call
the Elder Helpline at 1-800-
262-2243 to have a volunteer
return your call or come see
us at:
Thurs, Jan. 2  10 a.m.-Noon
Jasper Public Library
Wed, Jan. 8     1:30-3:30 p.m.
Lake City Library (Down-
town)
Thurs, Jan.  9 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Live Oak City Hall
Fri, Jan. 17    10 a.m.-Noon
Branford Public Library
Wed, Jan. 22 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Lifestyle Enrichment Ctr
(Lake City)

Suwannee Amateur 
Radio Club 

First Tuesday, social at
6:30 p. m., followed by reg-
ular meeting at 7, at its club
house, located north of I10 &
US129, Live Oak.  Call for
exact location and direc-
tions.  Visitors are always
welcome!  The club offers
periodic testing for your ham
license.  The club's web site
is www.suwanneearc.org.
Amateur radio operators
(HAMS) provide emergency
radio communications for
those organizations involved
in emergencies like law en-
forcement, hospitals, shelters
and the American Red
Cross.  Contact the club's
president, Ron, 688-4057,
for more information.

Toys for Kids +
Over the past years gener-

ous and loving folks of our
area have helped us fulfill
the Christmas wishes of
needy children that might
not otherwise have had a
Christmas. Many of the fam-

ilies have requested food,
blankets and shoes. Should
you know of a child that
needs help, or if you would
like to sponsor a child or
family in need, you may call
Roger Burnside at 386-935-
3343.

You may drop off your do-
nations at the Branford Town
Hall, O’Brien Feed and
Hardware Store, and
Thompson Construction, or
at 25241 SR 247 in O’Brien. 

No donation is too small
and all will be greatly appre-
ciated. 
Boy Scout Troop 693 has

new sponsor, 
meeting location

Boy scout troop 693, Har-
ry Reeve scoutmaster,
troop693@windstream.net,
(386) 590-6121, have begun
meeting at the Live Oak
Shrine Club, 11557 100th
Street, on Thursdays, 6:30 -
8 p. m. 

The Shrine Club has re-
cently become its charter or-
ganization! 

Membership is open to 11-
17 year-old boys. 

OBITUARY
J.E. ‘Jim’ Davidson

July 8, 1925
Dec. 29, 2013

J.E. ‘Jim’ Davidson,
88, of O’Brien, Fla.
passed away on

Sunday, Dec. 29, 2013
at his home.  The
Young Harris, GA na-

tive moved to O’Brien in
1990 from Sanford, Fla.
where he owned and oper-
ated Davidson Tree Farm.
He was a veteran of World
War II as a member of the
U.S. Navy.  Mr. Davidson
was a member of First Bap-
tist Church, Branford, Fla. 

He is survived by his lov-

ing wife of twelve years:
Remmie D. Humphries
Davidson; children:  Su-
san Anderson, Rita
Humphries, Judy Grubbs,
Connie Nettles, Debbie
Dampier, Brad Davidson,
Sr., Terry Davidson, Eddie
Davidson, Steve David-
son, Marvin Humphries,
Craig Humphries, Rusty
Humphries, Matthew
Humphries, Mark
Humphries, Marty
Humphries and Curtis
Humphries, Jr.; forty-one
grandchildren; fifty-two
great-grandchildren; and
three great-great-grand-
children. 

Funeral services will be
held at 11 a.m. Thursday,
Jan. 2, 2014 at First Bap-

tist Church, Branford, Fla.
with Rev. Dan Main and
Rev. Danny Humphries
officiating.  A visitation
will be held from 10 – 11
a.m. at the church the day
of the service. Interment
will follow in Oak Grove
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers the
family requests that dona-
tions be made to Hospice
of the Nature Coast, 857
SW Main Blvd., Suite
125, Lake City, Fla.
32025. 

Please sign the guest
book at www.danielsfu-
neralhome.com. 

Daniels Funeral Homes
& Crematory, Inc., Live
Oak & Branford, Fla. in
charge of arrangements.
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Suwannee Intermediate School
starts paper recycling program

Suwannee Intermediate School students in front of the paper recycling collection bin. Courtesy photo

Submitted
Suwannee Intermediate School is doing their part to

help the environment by teaming up with SP Recycling
Southeast. Their job is to specifically
create 100 percent recycled newsprint from paper and

their Dublin, Georgia mill is the only one in the U.S. pro-
ducing a 100 percent recycled newsprint sheet.
SPRS purchases paper through its 18 facilities in seven

states by offering collection containers for community and
non-profit group fundraising. The
recovered paper is then collected, processed and

shipped directly to the mill to create newsprint for tomor-
row’s newspaper. 
After following in the footsteps of Suwannee High

School, SIS is now recycling all of the paper in our school
that would normally be thrown into the garbage.
We are encouraging everyone in the community to get

involved and to help us by dropping off your newspaper,
magazines, catalogs, white office paper and shredded pa-
per.
Our big green and red recycling container is located on

the south side of our school near the Suwannee High

School track.
SPSR will pay our school by weight for all of the paper

that we collect and by getting involved in this project, it
will cut down the garbage that
is dumped into the landfill and we are helping the envi-

ronment too.
We are making a difference, you can too. Please tell

everyone you know about our recycling program, and help
us fill our recycling container.
Thank you, from the faculty, staff, and students at

Suwannee Intermediate School.
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Thanks, SMS FFA

Shenandoah Dairy would like to thank the Suwannee Middle School FFA Chapter for their help at Christmas on the Square. The FFA members, their advisor, Anne Etcher, and her mom,
Phyllis Etcher, did a great job handling the calf pen. They helped the children feed the calves bottles of milk, pet and brush the calves, and kept the pen clean. They also gave the chil-
dren hand sanitizer, a sticker, and a coloring book as they left. SMS FFA is very helpful every year with this project and we really appreciate all their hard work. Courtesy photo

Have you gotten your flu vaccine? It’s not too late
Influenza, commonly called “the

flu,” is a contagious respiratory dis-
ease that can lead to serious com-
plications, hospitalization, or even
death. Anyone can get the flu. Be-
yond hand washing and avoiding
contact with infected people, vacci-
nation is the single best way to pro-
tect against influenza. Even healthy
children and adults can get very
sick from the flu and spread it to
family and friends. Flu viruses are
constantly changing therefore flu
vaccines may be updated from one
season to the next to protect against

the most recent and most common-
ly circulating viruses. Furthermore,
the immune protection from vacci-
nation declines over time and annu-
al vaccination is needed for the best
protection. 

Everyone is at risk for season-
al influenza.

Health experts now recommend
that everyone 6 months of age and
older get vaccinated against in-
fluenza. While everyone should get
a flu vaccine each flu season, it is

especially important that the fol-
lowing groups be vaccinated: 

• Pregnant women
• Children younger than 5, but

especially children younger than 2
years old

• People 50 years of age and old-
er 

• People of any age with certain
chronic medical conditions 

• People who live in nursing
homes and other long–term care fa-
cilities 

• People who live with or care
for those at high risk for complica-

tions  from flu, including: Health
care workers, household contacts
of persons at high risk for compli-
cations from the flu, and household
contacts and out of home care-
givers of children less than 6
months of age (these children are
too young to be vaccinated)

Some children 6 months to 8
years of age may need 2 doses of
the vaccine to be fully protected.
Ask your doctor.

The flu vaccine is safe and can-
not give you the flu. Some people

do experience mild side effects
from the shot though. The most
common side effects from the flu
shot are soreness, redness, tender-
ness or swelling where the shot is
given.

The Florida Department of
Health in Suwannee County has a
large supply of flu vaccine. The
vaccine is available Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8
a.m. – 11 a.m. and from 1 p.m. - 4
p.m. If you have questions, please
call 386-362-2708. 

CROWN 
RESERVE

.750 mL

SOUTHERN 
COMFORT

1.75 mL

SKY
VODKA

1.75 mL

CAPTAIN
 PRIVATE 
STOCK

.750 mL

1.75 mL
PARROT BAY
 42 PROOF

1.75mLJOHNNY WALKER 
RED LABEL

.750 mL

1.75 mL

CANADIAN 
MIST

1.75mL

4 ROSE
BOURBON

1.75mL

Locally owned & operated • Se Habla Espanol
Sunday • 10am-10pm | Monday-Thursday • 9am-10pm | Friday & Saturday • 9am-11pm

Open 7 days a week!

84
63

91

JP WISER’S 
RYE 

.750 mL

1.75 mL

6830 Suwannee Plaza Ln
Live Oak, FL 32060
386-362-4985

(by Subway at Walmart Plaza)

Prices Good 1/1/14 - 1/7/14

Lowest Prices Guaranteed!

CROWN
 ROYAL

.750 mL

1.75 mL(Coconut Rum)
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Auxiliary says thanks
By Andrew McGee

andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Shands Live Oak Regional Med-
ical Center Auxiliary held their an-
nual tea reception at 2 p.m. on Fri-
day, Dec. 20 in the cafeteria and

there was more than enough sweets
and goodies to satisfy all who at-
tended. Auxiliary President Thelma
Driver was on hand to meet and
greet Shands of Live Oak employ-
ees at the door and encouraged
everyone to load up their plates.

Shands Live Oak volunteer ser-
vices has 18 members who have
contributed more than 12,000
hours of service to the hospital.
These volunteers help out in differ-
ent areas of the hospital and in the
Live Oak community. 

The Auxiliary gives out five
scholarships each year to nursing
students pursuing an LPN degree
from Suwannee-Hamilton  Techni-
cal Center. 
Each year, the volunteers spend

400 hours doing community out-

reach, including visiting homes,
taking homebound people to the
doctor, reading to kids in schools,
and helping out at health fairs. If
you would like more information
about the  Auxiliary, call 386-362-
0800.

Shands Live Oak Regional Medical Center Auxiliary.

 846284
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Suwannee Democrat (SD): 
What is the purpose of a confidentiality

agreement between the county 
and the company?

Dennis Cason (DC): A confidentiality
agreement performs several functions.
First and foremost it protects sensitive in-
formation from disclosure to others. For a
number of reasons, companies do not want
their competitors to be aware of their po-
tential plans before they have made a final
decision.

Florida Statute 288.075
(see:http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/f
lorida/statutes/florida_statutes_288-075)
provides that upon written request of the
client, an economic development agency
may hold as confidential certain informa-
tion provided by the client. This informa-
tion includes plans, intentions and inter-
ests, trade secrets and other proprietary
confidential business information, etc. of
the entity. Seeking this confidentiality is
routinely done by businesses seeking to
expand or relocate in Florida.

If a confidentiality agreement is signed
and the information is revealed to another
individual or company, the injured party
has cause to claim a breach of contract and
seek injunctive and monetary damages.

SD: Who signs the confidentiality
agreement?

DC: Confidentiality agreements are
signed between the state (Enterprise Flori-
da) and the company and have been signed
between the Development Authority and
the company. Even if the Development
Authority did not execute an agreement,
the economic development officer  must
abide by the agreement with the state.

SD: How do the projects come about?
DC: Many potential projects are re-

ferred to the economic development offi-
cer (EDO) by Enterprise Florida, Inc.
(EFI), the official economic develop-
ment organization for the state whose
purpose is to help innovative, high
growth businesses to start up, locate or
expand in Florida. Any project inquiries
that the EDO receives directly are re-
ferred to EFI.

At EFI, the first step in the process is the
submission by the prospective company of
a General Project Overview (GPO). This
document explains who they are and what
they plan to do: their business plan, num-
ber of jobs they will create, wages that will
be paid, the planned capital investment
and much more pertinent information. The
company can also submit applications for
specific state incentives with this paper-
work. When the GPO is signed and sub-

mitted to EFI, confidentiality is estab-
lished if the company has asked for it, a
code name is assigned and due diligence is
begun by EFI. Not until after EFI has com-
pleted their thorough investigation into the
company, are state incentives offered. 

SD: What occurs between the two 
entities (negotiations, etc.) 

while in the "confidential" period?
DC: This is the time that the company

will be completing their due diligence
(perhaps on more than one site and possi-
bly in more than one state). Detailed infor-
mation is gathered through intense investi-
gations to confirm all material facts and
enable the company to make the best deci-
sion for their future.

The county performs due diligence of its
own gathering information about the pro-
ject and its potential economic impact.

Negotiations may take place concerning
the possibility of local incentives which, in
the past, has been considered on a case by
case basis in Suwannee County.

Due diligence is a way of preventing un-
necessary harm to either party involved in
an economic development contract.

During this time the EDO would be act-
ing to assist the company in its relation-
ship with the state and local officials.

SD: When does the public typically
learn of the proposed company?

DC: Generally, a non-disclosure agree-
ment is for one year or less but it can be
extended for a second year. During this pe-
riod as the company does its due diligence
(often on multiple sites in more than one
state), they will be known only by their
code name (given by EFI) and the pro-
posed capital investment, job creation and
wages information.  

SD: When does the company usually
give the OK to announce their 

plans/intentions of coming?
DC: Following the completion of all

due diligence and applications for state in-
centives,  when they have reached the de-
cision on a specific site.

SD: As it stands, what is in place 
that would give the public the 

opportunity to decide if they want 
that business in their county?

DC: Two public hearings are held by the
county to discuss the feasibility of the pro-
posed project.

SD: Is there opportunity 
for the people's voice to be heard 

regarding that particular company
before their arrival is official?

DC: The people have the opportunity to
be heard at the public hearings.

Why confidentiality between
proposed companies and county?

Continued From Page 1A

dinner accumulated
$3,100. The money raised
purchased 31, $100 gift
cards which were distrib-
uted to the local teenagers.

Bedenbaugh said they
collected names from Love
Inc. and chose 31 from the
list. 

“We wanted our kids (in
Suwannee County) to have
a Merry Christmas,” Be-
denbaugh said. 

LOFD, SCSO
join efforts

through ‘Shop
with a Hero’

Continued From Page 1A

ease that can lead to seri-
ous complications, hospi-
talization, or even death.
Besides routinely washing
hands and avoiding contact
with infected people, vac-
cination is the single best
way to protect against the
flu. Flu shots are available
for everyone six months of
age or older. 

It is especially important
for children under five
years of age or over the age
of 50 to obtain a flu shot,
Blackmon said. Also, preg-
nant women; people with
any certain chronic med-
ical conditions; those who

267 flu shots given
by health department
Continued From Page 1A

events including the Pio-
neer Day parade in Mayo,
the Live Oak Christmas pa-
rade, the Suwannee County
Fair and two football
games.

“I’m really excited for
them. This will be on TV
and they will be right on
the 50 yard line, so this will

be something they will al-
ways remember,” Black
said. 

Black said the girls par-
ticipating in the halftime
show will also receive a
performing arts credit,
equal to taking a perfor-
mance art class at the high
school. 

The matchup on the field
will be between the Alaba-

ma Crimson Tide and the
Oklahoma Sooners. Kick-
off is set at 8:30 p.m. 

The group left for
Louisiana on Dec. 30, and
will return Friday. Black
said while they are in the
Cajun State, they planned
to take a river boat cruise,
attend a New Year’s Eve
party and do some sight-
seeing. 

3 area girls to twirl at Sugar Bowl
Continued From Page 1A

live in nursing homes and
other long-term care facili-
ties; and those who live
with or care for those at
high risk for complications
from flu, such as health
care workers, should seek
to be vaccinated. 

According to the Florida
Department of Health, flu
symptoms consist of: body
aches and pains; cough and
chest discomfort which
may become severe; early
and significant exhaustion;
fatigue and weakness that
may last up to 2-3 weeks;
headache; high fever (102-
104 degrees) for three to
four days; and occasional
stuffy nose, sneezing and
sore throat. 

To prevent getting the
flu, the SCHD recommends
taking the following steps:
Get vaccinated; wash your
hands often - the most
common way to catch the
flu is to touch your own
eyes, nose, or mouth with
your hands; keep your
hands away from your
face; keep your distance
from others when you are
sick and if you are around
someone else who is sick;
stay home if you are sick;
cover your mouth and nose
with a tissue when sneez-
ing and coughing; if you
don't have a tissue, cough
or sneeze into your upper
sleeve or elbow, not your
hands; be aware you can

still spread germs up to
seven days after getting
sick; and finally, Vaccinate
- get your flu shot. Addi-
tionally, Pneumococcal
vaccine is available and
recommended for persons
at increased risk for serious
Pneumococcal infection,
including those age two
years or older with certain
chronic medical conditions
and all persons aged 65
years or older.

If you get the flu, the
SCHD recommends taking
the following steps to re-
cover: Consider layered ap-
parel for body temperature
changes; do not share cups
and eating utensils; do not
take aspirin products with-
out physician approval;
drink plenty of fluids; get
plenty of rest; consider
over-the-counter cold or
cough medicines which
may relieve some flu
symptoms (check with
your doctor); take aceta-
minophen (such as Tylenol)
or ibuprofen (such as Advil
or Motrin) to relieve your
fever and aches; and wash
your hands frequently.

The SCHD has a supply
of flu vaccine. The vaccine
is available Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays
from 8-11 a.m and from 1-
4 p.m. 

For more information or
if a person has questions,
please call 386-362-2708.

Happy New Year!
By the time this column is published, we

will be into a new year. Happy 2014! I hope
it is a good one for all of my readers. As we
enter this new year, I have decided to dedi-
cate this column to what I will call "laurels"
and "challenges". A television station in
Jacksonville had a program at one time in
which they would give out "darts" and "lau-
rels". Laurels, for those of you who are not
familiar, are plants, and, in many cases,
crowns were made from them for the vic-
tors of sporting events, races, etc. The tradi-
tion began in ancient Greek times. The re-
cipient of a laurel crown was a victor. A
good thing  and a challenge is, well, a chal-
lenge.

First laurels. Laurels to the Stephen Fos-
ter Folk Culture Center State Park for an
outstanding Festival of Lights for the month
of December. Not only has the even been
lauded as one of the top 20 "must do"
events in the Southeastern United State. 

The Gainesville Sun has listed it as one
their top five "must do" items for a number
of days. Thousands of individuals have en-
joyed this outstanding holiday event which
takes a tremendous amount of work and
planning. So, "laurels" to the staff at
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State
Park and to all the volunteers who made this
event possible. If you haven't been to see
the lights, the event ends Jan. 3. Special
thanks, too, to the Stephen Foster Citizens
Support Organization, the wonderful volun-
teer organization which, since 1989, has
supported the park staff and Stephen Foster
and facilitated much progress  and many
improvements at the park.

Laurels to the city of Live Oak and to
Suwannee County and I can only hope this
column is printed this week in the Suwan-
nee Democrat and The Jasper News. Live
Oak is to be commended, once again, for
what I consider to be the most outstanding
single holiday event in our area, "Christmas
on the Square". Those responsible deserve a
big pat on the back and Suwannee County
can be justifiably proud of this great event.
Keep up the good work!

Laurels to the Florida Department of
Health of Hamilton County, Columbia
County, Suwannee County and Lafayette
County. Each Department of Health in the
state of Florida has completed a Communi-
ty Health Assessment and a Community
Health Improvement Plan, and, hopefully,
in the very near future, all the Departments
of Health in the state of Florida will be ac-
credited by the Public Health Accreditation
Board (PHAB). The PHAB Accreditation
process has made all communities focus on
their health strengths and challenges. This

is a good thing, in my opinion. We all have
room for improvement. Kudos to many
dedicated community members throughout
our region who have participated in this ef-
fort. God Bless you.

Laurels to the Advent Christian Village in
Dowling Park on its centennial
celebration.  This beautiful place on the
banks of the Suwannee River means so
much to so many and has done much to en-
hance and improve the quality of life for
many in our area. I am always amazed at
the quality of events I have attended at the
Advent Christian Village, as well as the
beauty of the facility. Suwannee County is
fortunate to have such a wonderful commu-
nity thriving and doing well. All the best
wishes for another 100 years!

And, I am going to give laurels to the
folks who organize the annual rodeo in
Jasper each year. It is a wonderful tradition
so many of our citizens enjoy. It takes a lot
of work and organization. It is part of the
fabric of our small community and, to me,
well, its just wonderful. Laurels to the
Hamilton County Riding Club and all asso-
ciated with the rodeo in Jasper. Also, laurels
to the Hamilton County Chamber of Com-
merce, and the folks who work so diligent-
ly and earnestly in that organization.

Laurels to Spirit of the Suwannee Music
Park, Live Oak. The Cornett family and the
staff at SOSMP work hard to bring quality
entertainment events and recreational op-
portunities to our area, and they work hard.
They have contributed much to our area,
and I appreciate them. I know many of us
do. So, laurels to Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park.

Laurels to Branford, Florida, on their
wonderful, annual River Reunion. It is a
marvelous celebration of America with a
parade, fireworks, great food. All set on the
banks of the Suwannee River. 

Now challenges. With the recent "scale
back" of employment opportunities at
Phosphate Corporation in White Springs,
our region faces the challenge and a tremen-
dous one of reaching out and providing em-
ployment opportunities for those who live
in our area. Many of our brightest and best
young people leave this area and go "else-
where" to make a life for themselves.
Somehow, we must work to reverse that cy-
cle, and it will take the efforts of a number
of counties in our area working together to
bring mutual benefit to our area. My prayer
is for this, as I love our area "Around the
Banks of the Suwannee". There are a num-
ber of communities in our area who are de-
pressed, sadly regressing, and not pretty as
far as future outlook is concerned, but, that
can be reversed with  creative thinking, re-

viding career and technical educational op-
portunities for our students; most of whom
will not pursue formal post-secondary edu-
cation. Career and technical education
could give our students a better opportunity
to become gainfully employed and, there-
fore, not "on" the government "till" or
worse, in a correctional facility. It is a chal-
lenge and a tremendous one facing our area.
Much prayer, effort, and support will be
needed to bring this to fruition. 

At one time the public schools were the
"only game in town". No longer true. Stu-
dents and parents have many choices, many
opportunities available. If the public
schools are to meet the needs of our stu-
dents, we must be creative and attractive
and we must serve the needs of the com-
munity we serve and KNOW it.

Environmentally, we continue to face
challenges. Our rivers, lakes and streams
are a part of what makes this are a "bower
of beauty". We must keep our eyes on any-
thing and anyone who is trying to destroy
what we have that is beautiful and wonder-
ful so that future generations can enjoy it.

As we move into 2014, I hope we all take
a time to carefully examine ourselves our
communities, and work to make the places
we live more wonderful, because we do live
in a beautiful and wonderful place "Way
down upon the Suwannee River". We must
adhere to part of the lyrics of James Weldon
Johnson's "Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing" ...
"Let us march on till Victory is won!!!"

From the Eight Mile Still on the Wood-
pecker Route north of White Springs, wish-
ing you all a day filled with joy, peace, and,
above all, lots of love and laughter. Happy
New Year!

sponsible planning, and "reaching out". It is
not a matter of "thinking about it", we must.

Education. We have many wonderful
outstanding educators in our area, but our
schools are challenged. There are many
factors that contribute to this, low socioe-
conomic, lack of parental support, and apa-
thy, just to name a few. When you are "low
on the totem pole", it is important, so im-
portant that you use each rung on the ladder
you can to climb up and, hopefully "out".
Poverty and illiteracy are not noble. I am
not condemning them, but ask anyone who
is faced with these challenges if they would
choose to remain there. I can just about tell
you what the answer will be. We see immi-
grant children who come to this country
speaking no English who, after five or six
years are graduating at the "top of their
class" and going on to have wonderful pro-
fessional careers. Why?  Most of them
know what hardship is, and they know that
education is a privilege, and it is. I pray
more of our students will "catch a glimpse"
of this, as well as our parents, and, that we,
as communities are more vigilant in pro-
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BIBLE VERSE
“I have told you these things,
so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will
have trouble. But take heart!
I have overcome the world.” 

John 16:33 NIV

1. Revitalize downtown Live Oak.
2. Continue work on Perimeter Road. 
3. Continue developing catalyst site. 
4. Update our LDRs and comp. plan tobetter protect resources and plan for growth.
5. Wise use of tax dollars. 

Editorial objectives for 2014

Letters must contain your full name, address, daytime phone number and city of residence. Letters must reflect issues of current interest to the general public and be concise. Management has the right to refuse any material that it believes does not meet standards of publication. Send submissions to: nf.editorial@gaflnews.com or Suwannee Democrat, PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL 32064.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dwain Walden 
The Moultrie Observer
Sometimes I just wonder

about stuff. It’s not necessarily
moments of deep thought, just
issues of curiosity that creep into
the thought process when the
fish aren’t biting or when my
football team is so far behind
that they have to buy tickets to
stay on the field.
In that regard, I’ve come to re-

alize that many television com-
mercials are more entertaining  than some of the program-
ming. And sometimes they provoke thought that I’m sure
was not intended.
For instance, I’ve often wondered why Chick-Fil-A uses

a dairy cow in that “Eat More Chicken” campaign. I’m
guessing those are Holstein cows that parachute onto the
football field and show up late at night in that high rise of-
fice building. It doesn’t bother me so much that it would be
difficult to get a cow to jump out of an airplane. But it’s like
one of those tests where you are asked: “What’s wrong with
this picture?”  I’ve yet to see a hamburger joint that pro-
motes 100 percent dairy cow burgers. I’m not saying that
all burgers are 100 percent non-dairy cow. Maybe there are
many people who wouldn’t know the difference between a
milk cow and a beef cow.
Then there’s that credit card commercial where the fam-

ily goes to Hawaii and among the things charged to their
credit account are hula lessons. Really? You need to take
lessons to do a hula dance? And assuming you did, when
would you use them again? You’re going to look mighty
funny back home in Ludowici doing the hula at the corner
tavern.
To me that’s like paying for lessons to operate an eleva-

tor or open a refrigerator door. If you need lessons to wave
your arms and shake your hips at the same time then don’t
try chewing gum and operating a rocking chair simultane-

ously.
I do, however, believe that lessons in map folding and

commode flushing have socially redeeming value. But then
most modern commodes flush automatically. And with
GPS systems on phones, I suppose map folding will soon
be a thing of the past.
So now we come to Amazon’s “drone delivery” concept.

I’m having a little trouble wrapping my mind around that
idea, perhaps more than the Eat More Chicken/dairy cow
thing. I have actually eaten Jersey steaks.
Now a drone equipped with spy cameras or dropping

bombs makes sense. And I guess I could see more conven-
tional applications like FSU Coach Jimbo Fisher taking a
high altitude peek at an Auburn Tiger practice ... assuming
of course that God did not shoot it down.
But a drone dropping off packages at your house? 
Now I’ve been on dove shoots where it would have been

dangerous for a crop duster to buzz through. I can guaran-
tee you that some of the good ole boys I used to hunt with
would not pass up a shot at a drone bearing goodies   across
a peanut field. As well,  one must consider some greenhorn
shooter out there who doesn’t know a dove from an alba-
tross.  And these scenarios don’t even factor in those peo-
ple who eat, breathe and sleep UFO conspiracies. They will
freak out. And there might be a few of those “end of the
world” nuts who will even attempt to ride one out of here.
Amazon officials say it would be 2018 before anything

significant would happen in this regard. I’ve just got a
hunch that this concept will go the way of those plans a few
years ago to put billboards in outer space. Not all ideas get
far beyond the prototype. I give you the Edsel and Beta-
max.

On the other hand, one of the most simple devices ever
made, the Slinky, is still around. No batteries, no assembly
and no warning labels. I think it’s a given that it would be
harmful if swallowed. 
Dwain Walden is editor/publisher of The Moultrie Ob-

server, 229-985-4545. Email:
dwain.walden@gaflnews.com.

GUEST COLUMN
Commercials prompt serious thought

Chay Dixon teaches fifth grade students at
Suwannee Intermediate School. She graduat-
ed from Florida State University in 2010 with
a degree in English. Working with kids just
after graduation helped Dixon to soon realize
that inspiring children to become something
great was where her heart is. She went back
to FSU to receive her certification in elemen-
tary education and now is in her first teach-
ing job. Dixon truly feels at home in the
classroom and was meant to mold the minds
of our future.   
I teach because I want to change the world.

I believe that our future is that of those of the
next generation. I truly believe that making a
connection with today’s youth could not only
change their outlook on life, but can also
change the outlook of the world. Teaching the
next generation gives me the chance to make
a difference in the world. It gives me a
chance to open the eyes of the people, to
build open minds and open hearts.   
I teach because I want my students to be-

lieve that despite their challenges, whether
it’s environmental, emotional, or academic,
they can and will accomplish great things. I
take part in acting as mother, guidance coun-
selor, and friend to each of my students. I
stand in front of my classroom everyday in-
spiring and uplifting my students. I devote
my time and efforts to instilling confidence in
each and every young life I am a part of.    
I teach because my students deserve to

have someone in their life that will not make
excuses for them. Feeling sorry for them be-
cause of where they come from, what condi-
tions they live in or how hard life has been is
no excuse to give away the one thing that
could change their lives forever, an educa-
tion. 
I teach because, selfishly, seeing a child

smile because they are proud of something
that I have helped them accomplish warms
my heart.  Knowing that I can make a differ-
ence in someone’s life means everything to
me. Being a teacher and changing the lives of
others is Why I Teach. 

Why I teach
TEACHER PROFILE

Chay Dixon
Suwannee 
Intermediate School

Here's a question that I've asked
in the past that needs to be revisit-
ed. Unless one wishes to obfuscate,
it has a simple yes or no answer. If
one group of people prefers strong
government control and manage-
ment of people's lives while anoth-
er group prefers liberty and desires
to be left alone, should they be re-
quired to enter into conflict with
one another and risk bloodshed and
loss of life in order to impose their
preferences on the other group? Yes or no. My answer is no;
they should be able to peaceably part company and go their
separate ways.
The problem our nation faces is very much like a marriage

in which one partner has an established pattern of ignoring
and breaking the marital vows. Moreover, the offending part-
ner has no intention to mend his ways. Of course, the mar-
riage can remain intact while one party tries to impose his will
on the other and engages in the deviousness of one-upsman-
ship and retaliation. Rather than domination or submission by
one party, or domestic violence, a more peaceable alternative
is separation.
I believe our nation is at a point where there are enough ir-

reconcilable differences between those Americans who want
to control other Americans and those Americans who want to
be left alone that separation is the only peaceable alternative.
Just as in a marriage where vows are broken, our rights guar-
anteed by the U.S. Constitution have been grossly violated by
a government instituted to protect them. These constitutional
violations have increased independent of whether there's been
a Democrat-controlled Washington or a Republican-con-
trolled Washington.
There is no evidence that Americans who are responsible

for and support constitutional abrogation have any intention
of mending their ways. You say, "Williams, what do you
mean by constitutional abrogation?" Let's look at the magni-
tude of the violations. 
Article I, Section 8 of our Constitution lists the activities for

which Congress is authorized to tax and spend. Nowhere on
that list is there authority for Congress to tax and spend for:
Medicare, Social Security, public education, farm subsidies,

bank and business bailouts, food
stamps and thousands of other activ-
ities that account for roughly two-
thirds of the federal budget. Neither
is there authority for congressional
mandates to citizens about what
type of health insurance they must
purchase, how states and people
may use their land, the speed at
which they can drive, whether a li-
brary has wheelchair ramps, and the
gallons of water used per toilet

flush. The list of congressional violations of both the letter
and spirit of the Constitution is virtually without end. Our
derelict Supreme Court has given Congress sanction to do
just about anything for which they can muster a majority vote.
James Madison, the acknowledged father of the Constitu-

tion, explained in Federalist Paper No. 45: "The powers dele-
gated by the proposed Constitution to the federal government
are few and defined. Those which are to remain in the State
governments are numerous and indefinite. The former will be
exercised principally on external objects, as war, peace, ne-
gotiation, and foreign commerce. ... The powers reserved to
the several States will extend to all the objects which in the
ordinary course of affairs, concern the lives and liberties, and
properties of the people, and the internal order, improvement
and prosperity of the State." Our founder's constitutional vi-
sion of limited federal government has been consigned to the
dustbin of history.
Americans have several options. We can like sheep submit

to those who have contempt for liberty and our Constitution.
We can resist, fight and risk bloodshed and death in an at-
tempt to force America's tyrants to respect our liberties and
Constitution. A superior alternative is to find a way to peace-
ably separate into states whose citizens respect liberty and the
Constitution. My personal preference is a restoration of the
constitutional values of limited government that made us a
great nation.
Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at George

Mason University. To find out more about Walter E. Williams
and read features by other Creators Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

OPINION

A
MINORITY

VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2014 Creators Syndicate

~~

Parting company
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Suwannee County Tax Collector
The Suwannee County Tax Collector is in

Branford twice a month to assist with tags, ti-
tles and taxes. Their hours are 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(closed 12 to 1 for lunch) on the first and third
Tuesdays of every month. The hope is to bet-
ter serve the citizens of the south end of Suwan-
nee County. The location is at the Suwannee
County BOCC Branford Annex at 606 NW
Suwannee Ave., Branford. 

Council meetings
The Town Council meetings are held the sec-

ond Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. Meetings
are held in the council chambers at The Bran-
ford Town Hall located at 604 NW Suwannee
Ave. Public is welcome.

The Arc North Florida 
Adults with Disabilities Program. Open to

Branford and surrounding adults with intellec-
tual or developmental disabilities.

For more information please contact the
AWD supervisor Lisa Perry at 386-208-1404. 

Boy Scout Troop 408
Meets on Thursdays from 7-8:30 at the Amer-

ican Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., Live
Oak. This is approx. 5.5 miles south of town
and 1.5 miles east of Hwy. 129. Membership is
open to boys ages 11-17. Join us for camping,
hiking, canoeing, and many other outdoor ac-
tivities.

Cub Scout Pack 408
Meets on Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. at the

American Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd St.,
between Live Oak and McAlpin. Membership
is open to boys ages 6-10. Join us for camping,
archery, BB shooting, and many other fun ac-
tivities. Parents encouraged to participate. 386-
209-3480

Suwannee Amateur Radio Club 
First Tuesday, social at 6:30 p. m., followed

by regular meeting at 7, at its club house, locat-
ed north of I10 & US129, Live Oak.  Call for
exact location and directions.  Visitors are al-
ways welcome!  The club offers periodic testing
for your ham license.  The club's web site is
www.suwanneearc.org.  Amateur radio opera-
tors (HAMS) provide emergency radio commu-
nications for those organizations involved in
emergencies like law enforcement, hospitals,
shelters and the American Red Cross.  Contact
the club's president, Ron, 688-4057,  for more
information.

Pony Express & North Florida 
Equestrian Team

Open/4-H horse shows. Jan. 18, Feb. 1,
March 1, Last show TBA.  Registration starts at
9 a.m. Classes at 10 a.m. Bob Holmes arena
1302 11th SW Live Oak, Fla. 32060. 

Collective points, end of the series awards &
banquet, 1st - 6th place ribbons, Halter Grand
& Reserve. Photographer, concession, covered
arena, & plenty of shaded parking. 

$6 per class, $40 ride all day, multi horse &
family discounts. $5 ground fee for non show-
ing horses. Current coggins is required. 

Pre Registration starting at http://ponyex-
press4-hclub.yolasite.com/

If you have any questions please feel free to
email 

Us at ponyexpress4h@hotmail.com or call
Katherine King (386) 209-1524

The Branford Camera Club 
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month,

with an occasional exception, for the purpose of
sharing, learning, and enjoying all things pho-
tographic.  We are an eclectic group with expe-
riences ranging from complete novice to con-
summate professional.   

For more information, please contact:
Carolyn Hogue, Program Chair, 386-935-

2044
Skip Weigel, Technical Consultant, 386-9382

Annual Branford Chili
Cook-Off is Jan. 11

Submitted

The Fifth Annual Branford Chili
Cook-Off will be held on Saturday, Jan.
11, from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. at Hatch
Park on Craven Street in Branford. 

The event will include a silent auc-
tion for adults and kids, door prizes, live
DJ, antique car show, moon walk, kid-
die train rides, Home Depot Kids Work-

shop, and a chili contest.  
First, second and third place cash

prizes and best decorated booth will be
awarded. The public is invited. 

A $5 admission to the event will in-
clude all you can eat chili.

Proceeds from the Fifth Annual Bran-
ford Chili Cook-Off will benefit Her-
ry’s Kids Pediatric Services, a program
of the Hospice of Citrus and the Nature

Coast. 
To register your chili or for more in-

formation call the Hospice of the Na-
ture Coast at 386-755-7714.

Hospice of Citrus and the Nature
Coast specializes in end-of-life care for
adults and children focusing on physi-
cal, emotional, spiritual and social com-
fort. To learn more go on-line
www.hospiceofcitrus.org.

Shenandoah Dairy would like to say a huge thank you to the Branford FFA Chapter for offering to help in our booth at Christ-
mas on the Square. Advisor Stacy Young, along with the FFA members, took turns all day wearing the Merry Moo cow cos-
tume. They passed out chocolate milk and posed for many photos. Even though the temperature was very high, especially
inside the costume, the FFA members were very willing and had a great attitude all day. Thank you Branford FFA for sup-
porting agriculture and your hard work. Courtesy photo

Sponsoring kids for Christmas
By Andrew McGee

andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Back in the last week of
November, the Branford
High School FFA Chapters,
parents, FFA Alumni and
others got together to bake
cakes as a way of raising
money to buy toys to help
brighten some local kids’
Christmas morning.

BHS FFA Sponsor Stacy
Young said several organi-
zations at the school agreed
to sponsor a child for
Christmas; Beta Club,
FFA’s Senior and Middle
School Chapters, Year-
book, and Family, Career
and Community Leaders of
America (FCCLA). 

“We did a silent auction
online through the school,”
said Young. “The highest
bidder won the cake and we
delivered it before Thanks-
giving.”

She said they picked 25
students and sent them
shopping and the school
system allowed a bus dri-
ver to take them to Walmart
in a school bus. Bus driver
Karen Willis and BHS
coach Ladon Terry volun-
teered their time and went
with the kids.

“Each child was told how
much money they had to
spend and they were given
a card with ‘boy’ or ‘girl’
on it and it would have the
age of the child,” said

Young.
The kids went on their

shopping mission and fi-
nally re-grouped at the
check-out line. She said to
keep track of what toys
went where, they had a “tag
the bag” system for each
kid as they checked out.
They then bagged it by
family and seven families
at BHS and also five from
Branford Elementary
School were selected to re-
ceive the toys. Some of the
students came back to gift
wrap the toys before pick
up.

The parents of the chil-
dren receiving the presents
were the only ones notified
about the presents and

when to get them.
A couple of the student

volunteers were asked what
they thought about shop-
ping and giving to the fam-
ilies. 

“It was a good experi-
ence,” said BHS FFA mem-
ber Travis Bass. “It makes
you feel good.”

Harlie Feeney said the
experience was very inspir-
ing and she enjoyed doing
those kinds of things for
people and is involved with
another ministry.

“I volunteer at the fire
department in Live Oak at
the Sparky’s kids with the
toys bagging them and
handing them out,” said
Feeney.

BHS FFA 

Thanks, Branford FFA

Around the Banks of the Suwannee, page 13A
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 Applications NOW Being Accepted
 386-647-4200

 Application must be in by 4:00 Jan. 15th.

 FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE AND ACCEPTED. 
 APPROVED FOR VA TRAINING BENEFITS. ACCREDITED 
 BY THE COUNCIL ON OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION, INC.

 843589˙

 Now Nationally Accredited

 All vocation opportunities will be (are) offered without regards to race, color, national origin, se x or disabilities.

 CAREER PROGRAM

 Surgical Technology

 845992

 To advertise your business here, 
 call 386-362-1734 

 for more information

 Cherry Lumbert
 Pharmacist

 305 SW US Highway 27
 Branford, Florida 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 Everything For Your Home Recovery
 From Prescriptions to Medical Supplies

 OF BRANFORD

 Mon.-Fri.
 8:30 am-6:00 pm

 Saturday 9am-1pm
 Sunday-Closed

 Now accepting
 Blue Cross Blue Shield

 Health Options

 NORTH FLORIDA 
 PHARMACY

 784394

 SUWANNEE RIVER READINGS
 Branford 2013

 846396

 The water levels provided here refer to the height at the US Hwy. 27 
 bridge in Branford in feet above mean sea level (ft-msl) at the gauging 
 station. In the past the levels were read as gauge height not mean sea level.

 12/24/13...........................10.89

 12/25/13...........................10.82

 12/26/13...........................10.86

 12/27/13...........................10.88

 12/28/13...........................10.89

 12/29/13...........................11.06

 12/30/13...........................11.09

 Branford
 SCAFF’S SCAFF’S
 Sponsored By:

 386-935-1527
 Supermarket

 846374

 What A New Year Means To Me--
 Next week we will start a New Year! For 

 some it means new commitments, new 
 opportunities and even surviving another year. 
 Here is what the New Year means to me--
 1)  Life Is Short:

 It seems like the older I get the faster time 
 travels. Our life is but a vapor [James 4:14]. 
 2)  I Am Closer To Eternity:

 Our salvation is nearer now than when we 
 first believed [Rom. 13:11]. I know after death 
 will be judgment [Heb. 9:27].
 3)  I Am More Thankful To God:     The longer I live the more I have learned to 
 thank God for all He has done and continues to 
 do [I Thess. 5:17-18]
 4)  I Need To Work Harder For Jesus:

 While there is time [John 9:4] I must work. 
 Souls are precious, there is nothing we should 
 exchange for them [Matt. 19:26].
 5)  I Need To Appreciate Time:

 Time is a precious commodity. It is 
 something we can never get back [Eph. 5:15-16; 
 Phil. 3:12-14]. 

 Ken Campbell, Evangelist
  

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Suwannee -Hami l t on
Technical Center’s culi-
nary students recently
competed in their annual
Cupcake Wars challenge.
Each year before the
Christmas holidays, stu-
dents form teams to create
theme-based cupcake mas-
terpieces displayed on
their round tables before
fellow students and
judges. 
This year’s judging was

especially tough because
there were two teams tied
for second place, but
everyone had a “sweet”
time. 

SHTC students create theme-
based cupcake masterpieces

Cupcake Wars were ‘sweet’

First place: Lisa Fortner, Edith Hatch, Diana Claridy, Debbie Ibarra, David Thrift, Keya Morrow and Ahmar Cason (not pic-
tured Chris Smith and Jessica Morales).

Second place - team five: Carolyn Folsum, Devin Mongeon, Samantha Flores, Jacynth
Brown, Harlee Suggs.
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SHTC students create theme-based cupcake masterpieces

Team six second place: Megan Bradshaw, Ki’Asia Neil, Danielle Starlling, Kyla Douglas. JaDavian Scott, Shemetria Clayton and James Williams.

Third place finishers: Rebecca Liles, Christa Hall, Amber Woodruff, Kira Hawkins, Christian Sacerio and Jared Wilson.
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SPORTSSPORTS
SHS Lady Bulldogs
SHS girls basketball SHS girls soccer

Lady ‘Dogs fall to
Buchholz

A Suwannee player kicks the ball. - Photos: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

By Doug Mabey
SHS JV soccer head coach

Both Suwannee High
School Lady Bulldog
soccer teams traveled to
Gainesville one more
time for a match against
Buchholz High School
on Dec. 19. Buchholz is
a Division 4A school,
play a stronger schedule
and they have several
players that play year
round “Club Ball” so
Suwannee knew going
in this would be a chal-
lenge. 

JV ‘Dogs
The JV team lost an-

other layer so subs were
non-existent. Most of
the girls were used to
playing a solid 80 min-
utes and those who
weren’t, really stepped
up in this one. 
JV was happy with a

0-0 tie at the half con-
sidering who the oppo-
nent was but the BHS
coaches must have said
something at the half be-
cause that score didn’t
last long. 
SHS captain Emily

Watson turned in anoth-

er stellar performance
with 17 saves. Other no-
tables for Suwannee
were rookie Wendy
Salazar who played her
best game of the year.
Bailey Elmore, rookie
Deni Allen and lead cap-
tain Maria Herrara, all
defenders, played out-
standing. 
The final score was 3-

0, Buchholz, and they
improve to 2-4-1. JV has
a sub-500 record for the
first time in two years
but hope to regroup after
the holidays and finish
with a winning record. 

Varsity ‘Dogs
The varsity team had

much the same pressure
to contend with in their
game. 
Suwannee struck first

with a goal by captain
Grace Brett just five
minutes into the game
off a PK due to a trip in
the box. BHS got their
first just a minute later
into the left corner, by
keeper Brooke Wain-
wright. There was a of
great defense and ball
movement but BHS got
their second goal with

eight minutes left in the
first half. 
BHS came out with a

purpose after the half
and scored their third
and final goal of the
night just four minutes
into the second half.
There were two signifi-
cant defensive plays that
kept the score at 3-1 un-
til the end. The first was
by a BHS defender who
saved a goal with 15
minutes left and Suwan-
nee’s Riley Walczak
saved one of her own
with under two minutes
left. 
Suwannee varsity

falls to 8-7, while BHS
varsity improves to 4-5-
0.

Both teams play their
next games at home on
Tuesday, Jan. 7 at 5:30
p.m. and 7:15 p.m.
against Santa Fe. 
On behalf of coaches

Darrell Curls, Tommy
Brett and Logan Hurst
and all the Suwannee
Lady ‘Dog players,
we’d hope you had a
great Christmas and we
wish you a Happy New
Year. 

The Lady Bulldogs took a break from the action for the holidays and will return on Jan.
4, for a rematch against Madison County on their turf. The game starts at 6 p.m. Pictured
here is Ariana Wheeler against Madison County on Dec. 21. - Photo: Paul Buchanan (Suwan-
neeSports.com)

Bulldog basketball

The Suwannee High School Bulldog basketball team takes on Madison County again on
their turf on Jan. 4 at 7:30 p.m. Pictured here is Suwannee’s Steven Anderson battling
against Madison County on Dec. 21. - Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

SHS boys basketball
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 842455

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol
 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 JUST LISTED-  3/1 1/2 bath on 10 
 acres. Home needs some finish work. 
 Large pond in the back yard and small 
 creek. $65,000. MLS#85974 Hamilton 
 County

 LOVELY 2/2 DWMH  on 1.5 acres. 
 Priced to sell. Larger than it looks, this 
 home has no wasted space. Spacious 
 bedrooms and baths. Move-in ready. 
 $69,000. Call Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-
 8067 MLS#81372 
 www.RealEstateShows.com/656604

 HOME ON THE SUWANNEE , 
 ready for you to move in. Completely 
 furnished, Big screen TV, stereo 
 system, blueray, ping-pong table for the 
 kids or your self. Bring all offers. 
 $79,900. Call Ric Donovan, 386-590-
 1298 MLS#85646

 BRING THE HORSES!  Secluded 
 and private 3/2 brick home with a super 
 large family room sitting on 10 acres. 
 Professionally built horse barn with 6 
 stalls and tack rooms, metal work shop, 
 board fencing. $110,000. Call William 
 Golightly, 386-590-6681 MLS#85571

 JUST LISTED-  1,800+ sq.f.t, 3/2. 
 Convenient location to shopping, 
 hospital, and interstate. Great home 
 with screen porch, side entrance 
 garage, fireplace, paved circular drive. 
 $122,500. MLS#85947 Columbia 
 County

 REDUCED!  3/2 DWMH in 
 Butterfield Acres. Split floor plan, 
 spacious kitchen, workshop. Close 
 to the Advent Christian Village. 
 $110,000. Call Nelda Hatcher, 386-
 688-8067 MLS#84670 
 www.RealEstateShows.com/696545

 LARGE BRICK HOME  on 5 acres, 
 mostly in maturing planted pines, nice 
 landscaped yard around home w/koi 
 pond. Covered in-ground pool w/solar 
 heating, chain link fencing, & pole 
 barn. $250,000. William Golightly, 
 386-590-6681 MLS#85214

 55+ ACRE FARM  w/ beautiful 2 
 story home. All bedrooms downstairs, 
 bonus room upstairs, high ceilings, dbl 
 sided FP & the character of an older 
 home. In-ground pool, partial wrap 
 around porch, pasture, woods and much 
 more. $425,000. Kellie Shirah, 386-
 208-3847 MLS#84924   

 NATURE LOVERS  the wildlife are 
 guaranteed to come visit the  running 
 creek on this private 46 acres with 3/2 
 brick home built in 2005. Offers open 
 floor plan overlooking the pool 
 enclosure, paved driveway, 2 car garage 
 and 2 storage buildings. $428,000 
 MLS#84892 ask for Kellie

 REDUCED-  BEAUTIFUL natural wooded 2 acre lot with no deed restrictions.  Great for land/home package $12,900 
 Call Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#77773 LOT ON CR 250-  1 acre close to Dowling Park. Site built or mobile homes allowed. Property has well, septic, and 
 power pole in place. $18,000. Call Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-8067 MLS#85552 CLOSE TO TOWN-  5 acres with paved road frontage. Huge granddaddy oaks and some planted pines. Well on 
 property. $24,000. Call David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#85800 NICE  little home with room for the horse. Some of the property pasture and some wooded. 3/2 DWMH & 4 ac.
 $54,900. David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#83455 CUTE  2/1 home on 1 acre. Paved road, very secluded and private. Fenced. Less than 3 miles from Charles sp rings/
 Boat ramp. $69,900. Call Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498.

Calendar of
Events

Need Help with Your Medicare Costs?
Want to see if you can save money on your prescription

drug costs? Can't afford to have the Medicare Part B Pre-
mium come out of your check every month? Are you new
to Medicare and not sure of your options? Whether you are
a Medicare beneficiary, family member or caregiver,
SHINE, a volunteer program under the FL Dept of Elder

Affairs, provides you with free, unbiased and cofidential
information.
For assistance, please call the Elder Helpline at 1-800-

262-2243 to have a volunteer return your call or come see
us at:
Thurs, Jan. 2  10 a.m.-Noon   Jasper Public Library
Wed, Jan. 8     1:30-3:30 p.m.     Lake City Library (Down-
town)
Thurs, Jan.  9 1:30-3:30 p.m.     Live Oak City Hall
Fri, Jan. 17    10 a.m.-Noon   Branford Public Library
Wed, Jan. 22 1:30-3:30 p.m.     Lifestyle Enrichment Ctr
(Lake City)

Suwannee Amateur Radio Club 
First Tuesday, social at 6:30 p. m., followed by regular

meeting at 7, at its club house, located north of I10 &
US129, Live Oak.  Call for exact location and directions.
Visitors are always welcome!  The club offers periodic
testing for your ham license.  The club's web site is
www.suwanneearc.org.  Amateur radio operators (HAMS)
provide emergency radio communications for those orga-
nizations involved in emergencies like law enforcement,
hospitals, shelters and the American Red Cross.  Contact
the club's president, Ron, 688-4057,  for more information.

Toys for Kids +
Over the past years generous and loving folks of our

area have helped us fulfill the Christmas wishes of needy
children that might not otherwise have had a Christmas.
Many of the families have requested food, blankets and
shoes. Should you know of a child that needs help, or if
you would like to sponsor a child or family in need, you
may call Roger Burnside at 386-935-3343.
You may drop off your donations at the Branford Town

Hall, O’Brien Feed and Hardware Store, and Thompson
Construction, or at 25241 SR 247 in O’Brien. 
No donation is too small and all will be greatly appreci-

ated. 
Artisans and Growers Market 

0pens in the Wirick-Simmons Garden
At the corner of Pearl and Cherry Streets
This market will be open the first Saturday of each

month from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
If you Make it -- Bake it --  Grow it -- or Sew it, you can

sell it here
$5.00 for your table – We furnish three canopy tents
$10.00 for 12x12 space on lawn for your tent or pick-up
All proceeds benefit the Monticello Old Jail Museum
For more information Contact:
Anne H. Holt

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE 4B
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SPORTS

Bulldog basketballSHS boys basketball

Aaron McAllister passes the ball. 

Tyrik Dominique shoots for the net.  - Photos: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

SHS Lady Bulldogs
SHS girls basketball

SHS girls soccer
Lady ‘Dogs fall to Buchholz

Shan Johnson feels the pressure. - Photos: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

Amanda Mabey (7) in action for Suwannee earlier this season. 

Khadijah Watson dribbles past a Madison County opponent.  - Photos: Paul Buchanan (Suwan-
neeSports.com)

Daycia Bandy shoots for the net. 
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Calendar of Events
Phone: 850-576-0721
E-Mail: ahholt@ahholt.com

Boy Scout Troop 693 has new sponsor, 
meeting location

Boy scout troop 693, Harry Reeve scoutmaster,
troop693@windstream.net, (386) 590-6121, have begun
meeting at the Live Oak Shrine Club, 11557 100th Street,
on Thursdays, 6:30 - 8 p. m. 
The Shrine Club has recently become its charter organi-

zation! 
Membership is open to 11-17 year-old boys. 

Attention bridge players
A group of bridge players meet every Monday at 6 p.m.

at Sakura Restaurant, 1548 S. Ohio Ave., Live Oak to play
Chicago bridge. We have openings for players. Please
contact Lucille Heinrich at 362-5995 for more informa-
tion.
Want to learn bridge or brush up on your skills? Meet at

Sakura Restaurtant on Monday at 5 p.m. for an hour of
FREE tutoring. Contact Lucille Heinrich at 362-5995 to
register.

Line Dance Lessons                
Free each Wed night at 7:30 p.m.
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park, Live Oak, Florida
Pony Express & North Florida Equestrian Team
Open/4-H horse shows. Jan. 18, Feb. 1, March 1, Last

show TBA.  Registration starts at 9 a.m. Classes at 10 a.m.
Bob Holmes arena 1302 11th SW Live Oak, Fla. 32060. 
Collective points, end of the series awards & banquet,

1st - 6th place ribbons, Halter Grand & Reserve. Photog-
rapher, concession, covered arena, & plenty of shaded
parking. 
$6 per class, $40 ride all day, multi horse & family dis-

counts. $5 ground fee for non showing horses. Current
coggins is required. 
Pre Registration starting at http://ponyexpress4-

hclub.yolasite.com/
If you have any questions please feel free to email 
Us at ponyexpress4h@hotmail.com or call
Katherine King (386) 209-1524

Florida Telecommunications Relay
A representative from Florida Telecommunications Re-

lay, Inc will be at Beltone Hearing Aid Center, located at
109 East Howard Street in Live Oak on the first Monday
of every month to distribute FREE Hard of Hearing tele-
phones.   Also, free hearing screening are available, if
there are any questions or to schedule an appointment call
Candi at 386-362-5452.
Florida Trail Association Suwannee Chapter meetings 
Meetings are held on the second Monday of each

month, except in July and Aug., at the Suwannee River
Water Management District Office, from 7-9 p.m.  The
SRWMD office is located on US 90 and CR 49, two miles
east of Live Oak. The public is cordially invited to attend.
The mission of the FTA is to develop, maintain, pro-

mote and protect a continuous public hiking trail the
length of the state of Florida, called the Florida National
Scenic Trail, and other side and loop trails, together called
the Florida Trail System. Further, they are dedicated to ed-
ucating the public by teaching appreciation for and con-
servation of the natural beauty of Florida, and to provide
opportunities for hiking, camping and other outdoor expe-
riences. 
For further information, you may go to the Florida Trail

Suwannee Chapter website at: suwannee.floridatrail.org,
or Suwannee MeetUp Group at:
www.meetup.com/suwannee-FTA. You may also contact
the Chapter Chair, Irvin Chance, at
andachance@msn.com or by phone at 386-330-2424.

American Legion Post 107
Monthly meetings on the first Thursday of each month

at 12 p.m. All active duty military members & veterans are
invited to attend. Contact Don Urwiller at 386-362-5987.
Post 107 location is 129 S., turn left at the American Flag
and POW/MIA flag on to 142nd St. Post is 1 mile on the
right.

American Legion Post 107
Turkey Shoot is held every other Saturday behind the

Legion Post starting at 12:30 p.m. We have 8 rounds of
fun and excitement and the winner of each round will re-
ceive either beef, pork, turkey or $$$$. Turkey Shoot is
OPEN to the public. Call 386-362-5987 for more infor-
mation. Post 107 location is 129 S., turn left at the Amer-
ican Flag and POW/MIA flag on to 142nd St. Post is 1
mile on the right.

The Live Oak Art Guild 
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month

(except July and December), at the Suwannee River Re-
gional Library. Each meeting has a business agenda fol-
lowed by refreshments and a program. We welcome all
who are interested to attend. 

Applications to fill vacancy at Advisory Council
Elder Options is a private, non-profit agency designated

by the Florida Department of Elder Affairs to administer
state and federal grant programs for seniors and caregivers
in 16 counties.  We serve as the Area Agency on Aging, 1-
800 Elder Helpline, and Aging and Disability Resource
Center.  
Currently, we are accepting applications to fill a vacan-

cy on our Advisory Council in Suwannee County.  Appli-
cants must be a resident of the County and should have an
active interest in social and nutrition programs for older
persons.  
Members of the Advisory Council serve on a voluntary

basis without pay. For an application or more information,
visit our website at www.agingresources.org.  You can
also contact Cindy Roberts at (352) 692-5260 or
robertsc@agingresources.org.

The First Baptist clothes closet 
Invites you to their clothes closet. We are located at 515

SW 5th St. (the old red barn that was Cheryl’s Buffet). It
is open the first and third Thursday of every month from
8 a.m. until noon. 
The clothing is free and ranges in sizes from newborn to

plus sizes for men, women and children. 
We look forward to seeing you there.
Celebrate Recovery, a Christ-centered recovery pro-

gram

Freedom from your hurts, habits, and hang-ups. Some-
thing doesn’t feel quite right? Are hurts from the past
haunting you? Do you feel like your life is out of control?
Are you tired of making the same mistakes over and over
again? Does it seem like certain habits have taken control
of your life? Join us at Melody Church every Friday night!
Fellowship/dinner at 6 p.m., group discussion at 7 p.m.
Visit Melody Church at 10046 US HW 129 in Live Oak,
call 386-364-4800, or call Greg Player at 386-688-1454
for more informaiton.

The Branford Camera Club 
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month, with an oc-

casional exception, for the purpose of sharing, learning,
and enjoying all things photographic.  We are an eclectic
group with experiences ranging from complete novice to
consummate professional.   
For more information, please contact:
Carolyn Hogue, Program Chair, 386-935-2044
Skip Weigel, Technical Consultant, 386-9382

Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc.
Free breakfast & lunch
for ages 60 and older

When: Monday - Friday
Where: Senior Center 

1171 Nobles Ferry Road
Live Oak, Fla. 32064

Time: Breakfast 8:30 - 10 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.

Make reservations for lunch by 9:30 a.m.     386-362-
1164 

Suwannee County Branch NAACP - Unit #5137
President: Mr. Lesley White
Mailing address: P.O. Box 6105, Live Oak, FL 32064
Telephone: 386-647-7360
Email: al101st@comcast.net
Meetings: First Monday in each month at 6 p.m. Ex.

Bd., 7 p.m. membership meeting.
The Sparkleberry Chapter of the Florida Native

Plant Society
Sparkleberry Chapter meetings are held the 2nd Tues-

day of each month, except June, July, and August, at
Hatch Park in Branford.  Please contact Chapter President
Mae Brandt, maebrandt@bellsouth.net, 386-466-0915,
for more information.

Boy Scout Troop 408
Meets on Thursdays from 7-8:30 p.m. at the American

Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., between Live Oak and
McAlpin. Membership is open to boys ages 11-17. Join us
for camping, hiking, canoeing, and many other outdoor
activities. 386-209-3480

Cub Scout Pack 408
Meets on Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. at the American Le-

gion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., between Live Oak and
McAlpin. Membership is open to boys ages 6-10. Join us
for camping, archery, BB shooting, and many other fun
activities. Parents encouraged to participate. 386-209-
3480.

Elks Lodge Bingo
Bingo is every Monday night from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at

the lodge featuring a progressive jackpot. Non Smoking.
Drinks and snacks available.

The Arc North Florida
Recycle with us

We recycle: Name brand ink cartridges and laser car-
tridges, working cell phones w/electric cord, digital cam-
eras - GPS - MP3, laptops.
For more info on how you can help The Arc recycle

products please call 386-362-7143 Ext. 5.
Supporting adults with intellectual & developmental

disabilities in Suwannee, Hamilton, Lafayette, Columbia
& Baker Counties.

Suwannee County Bassmasters
Do you enjoy bass fishing?
Are you the competitive type?
Do you enjoy associating with other fisherman?
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Thurs. of each

month.
The club fishes on the Sat. following the Thurs. meeting

at various N. Fla. locations.
Come to our next meeting or call for details Mike John-

son 386-688-4780 or Robert Dees 386-688-0978.
Antioch Baptist Church
“Stars Widow Group”

Every 4th Thurs. of each month at 10:30 a.m. 5203 CR
795 Live Oak, Fla. 32060 386-362-3101

Recovery By The Numbers group of 
Narcotics Anonymous 

Meets Wed and Friday at 7:30 p.m. at St. Luke's Epis-
copal Church, 1391 11th St. S.W. Live Oak 386-249-3505
or Help Line # 866-352-5323, http://uncoastna.org Recov-
ery by the numbers is not affiliated with St. Lukes.

Travel baseball team
North Florida River Rats 10u and 11u Travel baseball
team is looking for players. If interested, please contact 
Jamie Allbritton @ 386- 209-0166
Suwannee Democratic Executive Committee meeting
Suwannee DEC will meet on the second Thursday of

every month at 7 p.m. at Live Oak City
Hall, 101 White Ave., Live Oak, FL 32064.
Save the Cats of Live Oak Aluminum Can Drive
Please help us help them. Save your aluminum for re-

cycling. Recycle trailer located in vacant lot next to Dairy
Queen. Donations of kitty food, wet food, litter and mon-
ey to help with expenses can be taken to the Thrift Store
behind Big Wheel Market Place at 217 W. Howard St. We
need your help to help them. Spay, neuter, medications,
food, litter and money contributions. We are a non-profit
group 501C3 being applied for.  For more information,
call Barney at 386-364-1006.
Volunteers and building materials needed
For Save the Cats of Live Oak to build a cat/kitten con-

do to hold kittens while waiting to be adopted and or
spay/neutered. We need lumber, 2x4, 2x6, 4x4, concrete,
floor tile, electrical wire, etc., and people to help build. We
are a non-profit and can give deductible receipts. Please
call if you can help at 386-364-1006.

Save the Cats of Live Oak
Donations needed

Food barrels for donations of wet and dry food as well
as litter are located at Tractor Supply in Live Oak, Fred’s,

Downtown Cafe and Big Wheel Market Place. Other
items needed include money for spay and neuter, blankets,
totes, towels, building supplies, services of a carpenter.
Please call for additional info at 386-364-1006. Non-prof-
it 501C3. Receipts available. 

Save the Cats of Live Oak
Adoptions available

We have several beautiful, cuddly kittens, male & fe-
male, all have been spayed & neutered, checked for FIV,
leukemia and rabies shots. Special donation rate $30. To
have these things done at a vet clinic would cost over
$100. We are a 501-C3 non-profit reserve. Also need do-
nations of kitten food, dry food and tidy cats litter. Bring
donations to Big Wheel Market Place,  217 W. Howard St
or Downtown Cafe, Tractor Supply or Freds. Call for ad-
ditional information Barney 386-364-1006.

TOPS Fl #0662
We would like to invite everyone that has a little or a lot

of weight to lose, to come visit us. TOPS is a weight loss
support group. We strive to help each other through out
our meetings. We have different programs such as stress
eating, the buffet, portion control, exercise, medications
that can cause weight gain, and more. Take Off Pounds
Sensibly is an organization that supports you while striv-
ing to meet your goal weight, as well as after meeting your
goal, and you are working to maintaining our goal. TOPS
0662 meets on Thursday mornings at the First Advent
Christian Church, 699 Pinewood Dr., Live Oak, Fla. We
start our weight in at 8 - 8:50 a.m. The meeting starts at 9
-10 a.m. your first visit is free, so come and let us support
you in your challenge to Take Off Pounds Sensibly. For
more information contact Elaine at 386-364-5537.

Volunteer advocates needed 
Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program needs

volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates who
protect the rights of elders who live in nursing homes, as-
sisted living facilities and adult family care homes.  The
program’s local councils are seeking additional volunteers
to identify, investigate and resolve residents’ concerns.
Special training and certification is provided. 
All interested individuals who care about protecting the

health, safety, welfare and rights of long-term care facili-
ty residents -- who often have no one else to advocate for
them -- are encouraged to call toll-free 1-888-831-0404 or
visit the program’s website at http://ombudsman.myflori-
da.com.
Bryan Morgan
Recruitment Manager
Department of Elder Affairs
Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program
988 Woodcock Rd, Suite 198
Orlando, FL 32803
850-510-3920 (cellular)
407-228-7752 (office)
407-228-7754 (fax)
morganb@elderaffairs.org

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meetings are held on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8

p.m. The meetings are at Nobles Ferry Road next to
Meridian Behavioral Health Center. For more informa-
tion, please call 386-362-4221 or 386-688-3133.  

TOPS FL 798
We know everyone has different hopes and dreams, dif-

ferent health conditions and weight loss goals. TOPS
helps people meet their individual needs through group
support.
However you measure success and whatever you have

to lose, TOPS is here for you. Change take time. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly supports you, no matter how long, even
after you've reached your goal. There is no quick fixes at
TOPS and no phony guarantees about weight loss. It's up
to you and it's a total commitment on your part, but if you
bring the desire, we can help. We meet every Wed. morn-
ing at 10 a.m. at the Community Church of God, 10639
Hwy 129 S, Live Oak, Fla. For more information contact
Dorie at 386-658-2767

Alzheimer's Support Group
Fourth Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. at Surrey

Place Care Center. 
The Center is located at 110 Lee Ave. SE in Live Oak.
For any questions or suggestions call Shanna Kirby @

386-364-5961 ext 16 or my cell 386-209-2327
Live Oak Garden Club

Meets on the 3rd Friday of each month,  for a luncheon
and a program for "all gardeners".  The Live Oak Garden
Club is also an ideal location and facility for a wedding re-
ception, baby shower, family reunion, suitable for any
event up to 100 people. Visit our website at www.liveoak-
floridagardenclub.com or phone Sara at 386-364-4189 for
additional information.

Suwannee River Jeep Club & 4X4
SRJC 4X4 is a new off-road club dedicated to Jeeps but

open to other makes of 4X4's. We are looking for mem-
bers that enjoy off-roading activity. We are a family ori-
ented club that have monthly meetings and organize other
activities such as trail rides, camping, mud events and
fundraising events. Please contact Sarah or Cat at
srjc4X4@gmail.com for more info. 386-688-3750
(Sarah). 

Volunteers Needed!
Surrey Place Care Center in Live Oak is looking for in-

terested volunteers who would like to share their time and
talents with our senior adults. Volunteers enrich the lives
of our residents and staff by brightening their days in so
many ways!
If you are interested in helping others; if you would like

to experience the gratification and sense of purpose that
comes from working with senior adults with special
needs, then we hope you will accept our invitation to learn
more about the volunteer opportunities we have available.
Surrey Place Care Center welcomes volunteer involve-
ment in a variety of areas and capacities.
Please join us.
Surrey Place Care Center
Teri Christian, 
Quality of Life Director
386-364-5961
act.surrey@signaturehealthcarellc.com

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE 5B

Continued From Page 2B
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Calendar of Events
The Arc North Florida 

Adults with Disabilities Program. Open to Branford and
surrounding adults with intellectual or developmental dis-
abilities. 
For more information please contact the AWD supervi-

sor Lisa Perry at 386-208-1404 
The McAlpin Community Club 

The Club is located at 9981 170th Terrace in McAlpin,
directly across from the Post Office. Membership fees are
$10.00 per family per year. 
For info call Barbara Parks @ 362-3044 or Debbie

Phillips @ 364-7028
Navy and Marine Corps 

Shipmates who served on the USS Columbus CA-
74/cG-12 from 1944 through 1976 and the USS COLUM-
BUS (SSN-762) past and present, if you would like to
share memories and camaraderie with old friends and
make new ones, please contact Allen R. Hope, President,
3828 Hobson Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815-4505. Home:
(260) 486-2221 - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Eastern Time, Fax: 260-
492-9771, email: Hope439@frontier.com.      

Love Forever
Live Oak Church of Christ, 1497 SR 51 (Irvin Ave) will

be open every third Saturday morning of each month for a
clothes closet and food pantry, 10:30 - 12 noon.

The Columbia Federated Republican Women 
Meet the 2nd Monday of each month, 7 p.m., brown bag

dinner & social time at 6:30 p.m.  Currently we meet in
Lake City at the old Guardian ad Litem yellow house on
Duval Street just east of the First Baptist Church and
across from Advanced Auto. We are committed to advanc-
ing the participation of women in all areas of the political
system and are dedicated to encouraging and empowering
women of all ages and backgrounds.  Visit the Florida As-
sociation's web page at http://www.ffrw.net/home.html.
Covering North Central Florida - all women are encour-
aged to attend and be involved in the political process! For
more
info contact President Gayle Cannon:  386-303-2616,

gcannon@atlantic.net
Free meals for seniors

First Baptist Church of Dowling Park. We are a meal
site for the Suwannee River Economic Council. Free
meals are served for seniors over the age of 60 in the
church fellowship hall Monday through Friday from 12
noon to 1 p.m. For more information or to sign up, please
contact us at 386-658-2360. 

Christian Mission In Action Ministry 
Will serve dinners  from 11 a.m. until  1 p.m. second

Saturday of every month at Hale Park Recreation Center
at 105 East Duval St., Live Oak, FL. For information call
Audrey Howell @ 386-364-4560.

Boy Scout Troop 693
Weekly meetings, Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:00 p. m., at the

Church of the Nazarene, 915 Church St., SW.  The troop
goes camping monthly as well as attends winter and/or
summer week-long camps.  The program is for boys who
have completed the 5th grade, or is 11-years old, and until
their 18 birthdays.  Adults are welcome to participate as
leaders, committee members and/or merit badge coun-
selors - after passing mandatory background checks.  For
additional information on the Boy Scouting program in
Live Oak, contact the troop’s scoutmaster, Harry Reeve,
386 590-6121, troop693@windstream.net.  

Wellborn Community Association (WCA) 
Meets second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m., at the

Wellborn Community Center, 1340 - 8th Avenue, Well-
born.  For info contact Wendell Snowden, 386-963-1157,
follow us on Facebook, or see www.wellborncommu-
nityassociation.com.  A Blueberry Pancake Breakfast is
held the first Saturday of each month serving blueberry
pancakes, sausage, orange juice and coffee. 

Auxiliary of the American Legion Post 107 
Hosting Wall of Honor. The Auxiliary of the American

Legion Post 107 is hosting a Wall of Honor. If you have a
friend or relative that is currently in active duty of any of
the military branches, we would like to honor him/her by
posting a picture and name on our Wall of Honor. It will
be located in the American Legion main hall on post 107.
Please send name, rank and branch of service, along with
current photograph, to Teri Hamilton, Americanism Com-
mittee Chairman, Legion Auxiliary, 12364 146th Terrace,
Live Oak, Fla. 32060. 386-362-7978.

Addiction Support Group
Greater Visions faith-based addictions support group

meets weekly in two locations. Meetings are held on Tues-
day nights at 7 p.m. in Lake City at the Christ Central
Church building on Sister's Welcome Road. The group
also meets Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in Live Oak at
the Suwannee Coalition office located at 208 North Ohio
Ave. This group provides spiritual and emotional support
in a non-judgmental setting. Come experience the freedom
from addictions that is found in Christ. Greater Visions is
an outreach of Christ Central but open to anyone. For
more information contact 386-208-1345. 

Senior Luncheon at Wellborn Baptist Church
The 2nd Tuesday of every month beginning at 11, there

is a senior luncheon with a special speaker and music.
Everyone is invited to come and bring a covered dish. The
church is located on Highway 90 West between Live Oak
and Lake City at the intersection with Lowe Lake Road in
Wellborn, Fla. Call 386-963-2231 with any questions or
visit our website at www.wellbornbaptist.com.

Lake Park Beginner’s Line Dancing Lessons
Offering beginner lessons Tuesdays 1 - 2:15 pm. at Lake

Park United Methodist Church in the Fellowship Hall on
Hwy 41 S. at S. Essa Street. For info call (229)455-2267.   

Line dancing lessons
Lessons at Uncle Freddy’s, Lake Park next to KOA Of-

fice Across from Outlet Mall I-75 at Twin Lakes Blvd.
(Hwy. 376)  5274 Jewell Futch Rd. 2nd Friday/mo. 7 - 8
p.m., 4th Saturday/mo. 7 - 8 p.m. For more information
contact: talbot483@gmail.com or call: 229/455-2267.

Greater Visions Support Group
Addiction Support Group: Greater Visions faith-based

addictions support group meets weekly in two locations.
Meetings are held on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. in Lake

City at the Christ Central Church building on Sister’s Wel-
come Road. The group also meets Thursday mornings at
9:30 a.m. in Live Oak at the Suwannee Coalition office lo-
cated at 208 North Ohio Avenue. This group provides spir-
itual and emotional support in a non-judgmental setting.
Come experience the freedom from addictions that is
found in Christ. Greater Visions is an outreach of Christ
Central but open to anyone.  For more information contact
208-1345. 

Pickin' & Grinnin' 
Every Saturday 6 p.m. Spirit of the Suwannee Music

Park
If you play an acoustic instrument or just like to sit and

listen to good Country, Gospel or Blue Grass music, come
on out to the Pickin' shed in the loop camping area. Pot
luck dinners the third Saturday of each month. Join us ---
its fun ---- its free! Sponsored by Suwannee River Blue-
grass Association.

GFWC Woman's Club of Live Oak 
Is available for rentals until 11 p.m. Is there a baby

shower, wedding reception, holiday party or other event
coming up? Please call Julie at 362-7303 to reserve your
date and time. Make a wonderful memory.

Weatherization funding available
Funding is available for Home Repairs in Suwannee

County. Families must meet income eligibility require-
ments for services. Examples of weatherizing repairs that
could be available are installation of doors, windows, in-
sulation, hot water heaters and window air conditioners.
For more information, please call the local Suwannee Riv-
er Economic, Inc. at (386) 362-6079.

Family History Book
On the descendants of Stephen, William & Sarah Ann

Grant. Surnames include Grant, Hewitt, Adams, Land,
McCray, McClamma & any other related. If you would
like to submit information or photos or are interested,
please contact Cher Newell at 386-209-1559 or 386-364-
1608.
Stop, drop and recycle for adults with disabilities
The Arc North Florida Inc. invites you to participate in

our recycle project campaign. The Arc recycles – new and
used printer and laser cartridges, cell phones, digital cam-
eras and damaged or useable laptops.  Just look for the
convenient drop boxes at these locations - Wes Haney
Chevrolet, Suwannee Tax Collectors office, Live Oak City
Hall and the Suwannee Library. Items can also be dropped
off at The Arc office in Live Oak and larger quantities can
be picked up just by giving us a call. This is a great way
for your business or organization to support Adults with
intellectual and developmental disabilities. For more in-
formation or pick up call Janet Sampson 386-362-7143
ext. 5.                                                                      

Free Sunday Lunch
Live Oak

For the past several months a group headed up by Pat
and JoAnn Lynch have been serving a free lunch at the
community center in Live Oak the last Sunday of the
month. We need volunteers to help set up and serve the
meals.  If you are interested in volunteering you may con-
tact Pat and Jo Ann Lynch at (386) 935-1076 or Roger
Burnside at (386) 935-3343.    

Did you earn your pin?
Reconnect with your shipmates and help preserve the

memories. With more than 13,000 members and over 150
chapters throughout the United States, your rank or rate
and status are active, retired or honorably discharged are
secondary to the purposes of the organization. We are all
brothers of “The Pin.” We band together to honor the
memories of the over 4,000 men who EARNED THE
RIGHT to wear” Dolphins” to maintain the bonds of
friendship and camaraderie.You are invited to contact us
through the address below for more information: 
National Contact:
United States Submarine Veterans, PO Box 3870 Sil-

verdale, WA 98383 or 1-877-542-DIVE r www.ussvi.org.
Local contact:W. Ray Rausch, 386-209-1473,
uss483@windstream.net, 10035 105th Drive, Live Oak,
Fl 32060.

Grief share program
Weekly grief recovery support group.  GriefShare is a

non-denominational Biblically based 13 week program for
people who are struggling with losing a loved one in
death. Grief recovery is a painful process. GriefShare is a
weekly video seminar featuring some of the nation’s fore-
most experts on grief recovery topics.  Each Wednesday
evening seminar is combined with a grief support group
discussion time. GriefShare is held at FBC Live Oak each
Wednesday evening  at 6 p.m. People can enter at any
point in the 13 weeks. Non-denominational - everyone
welcome. First Baptist Church is located at 401 W.
Howard in Live Oak.  For more information, people may
call 386-362-1583 or find us on the web at www.fb-
cliveoak.org.                                                                             

Haven Hospice volunteer orientation 
Helping Hands Volunteer Orientation When: Every

Tuesday morning at 10 a.m.
Where: Haven Hospice Suwannee Valley Care Center,

6037 W. U.S. Hwy 90, Lake City, Fl. Call Carolyn Long
at 386-752-9191 for more information.

Support group
Compassionate Friends, a national bereavement organi-

zation that helps families who have lost a child, is hosting
a support group at Haven Hospice. The group will meet
the third Monday of every month from 7-9 p.m. at the
Suwannee Valley Hospice Care Center at 6037 US High-
way 90 West. For more information, please call 386-697-
0286 or email findhopetoday@gmail.com

Donate your old cars
People may be thinking of donating their old cars as part

of a clean up. The Boys and Girls Clubs would be happy
to take their old cars. People donating to the Clubs will not
only get rid of the unwanted car but will be contributing to
the clubs. Boys and Girls Clubs really work with kids in
most communities and offer a safe place for them. If you
wish to donate a car, call 800-246-0493. Not only will do-
nators be helping the kids, they will be able to take sale
price as a contribution for income tax purposes.

Talent Search
Do you sing or play and instrument? Do you act or

Continued From Page 4B dance? Do you like to read or spend time with a friend in
wonderful conversation? WE WANT YOU! Suwannee
Health Care & Rehab Center is looking for your talent for
our residents. Dinner for two - $45; One night at the Beach
- $125; One hour volunteering to make memories that last
forever - PRICELESS! Call: Lynn Brannon, Activities Di-
rector 386-362-7860 or 386-590-2961. 

Donations needed!
Suwannee County Environmental Watchdogs, a non-

profit organization, seeks donations for yard sale mer-
chandise. Info: Sandy, 386-364-8020.  

CJBAT tests
Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment): CJBAT

(Criminal Justice Basic Abilities Test) at NFCC Testing
Center (Bldg. #16), Madison. CJBAT is required for ac-
ceptance into Corrections & Law Enforcement programs.
Photo ID required. Pre-registration & scheduling time and
date are required. To register please call 850-973-9451.

College Placement Tests
Monday  Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment): College

Placement Test (CPT), NFCC Testing Center (Bldg. #16),
5 p.m., Madison. Register in NFCC Student Services 24
hours before test. For information please call 850-973-
9451.

TABE tests
Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment): TABE

(Test of Adult Basic Education) at NFCC Testing Center
(Bldg. #16), Madison. TABE is required for acceptance
into vocational/technical programs. Photo ID required.
Pre-registration & scheduling time & date are required. To
register please call 850-973-9451.

Love a mystery?
Try locating your ancestors by working on your family

tree.  The Suwannee Valley Genealogy Society invites you
to join and learn how to find your ancestors.  Membership
is $30 for a single member or $35 for a family.  Corporate
membership is also available for donations of $100 or
more (tax deductible).  Meetings are held on the first
Thursday of each month at 7 PM at the Genealogy Center
at 215 Wilbur Street SW in Live Oak.  The library is open
on Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. and the
talented folks there will be glad to help.  For more infor-
mation call Jinnie or Alice at 386-330-0110.

Free English-speaking and literacy classes
Provided by Columbia County School District's Career

and Adult Education Program. Where: Wellborn, Florida,
Unity of God Ministries, Inc., 12270 County Road 137
When: Every Thursday, 5:30 p.m.-8 p.m. Activities for
children will be provided. Please contact 386-755-8190
for additional information.
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 The cold weather brings with it a season of smiles, the first snowfalls and, 
 unfortunately, cold and flu outbreaks. While everyone else is suffering, there are 
 ways you can make it through the season unscathed.

 It is estimated that a billion people across North America will succumb to the cold 
 virus this year, says Medline. Considering there is no cure for cold and flu viruses, 
 prevention remains a person’s best option at fending off cold and flu. There are 
 different precautions to take that can help protect you against getting sick or at 
 least reduce the frequency and severity with which cold and flu strikes.

 Although there is no magic pill to take that will prevent you from catching a cold or 
 the flu, there are ways to improve your odds.

 * Wash your hands the right way. Washing your hands frequently remains the 
 single-best way to keep viruses and bacteria that can make you sick from 
 infiltrating the body. Washing your hands for at least 20 seconds can effectively 
 remove any dirt, grime and invisible invaders.

 * Skip antibacterial products. Because colds and the flu are the result of viruses, 
 which are different in behavior and structure from bacteria, they will not be killed off 
 with the use of antibacterial products. What you may succeed in doing is killing off 
 any beneficial bacteria on your hands as well as creating resistant bacteria that 
 form with over-use of antibiotics and antibacterial products.

 * Get the flu shot. There is no vaccination to prevent the common cold, but there 
 are immunizations that can help reduce your risk of getting the flu or help minimize 
 its severity. Doctors’ offices, clinics and even pharmacies all offer annual flu shots.

 * Use sanitizer on items around the house. Surfaces that are frequently touched by 
 all members of the household should be wiped down with a disinfectant product. A 
 bleach-and-water solution is an effective sanitizer. Surfaces to sanitize include 
 phones, doorknobs, light switches, remote controls, computer keyboards, faucets, 
 toys, and countertops.

 * Avoid sick 
 people. 
 KidsHealth.org 
 states that flu 
 viruses and 
 colds can travel 
 up to 12 feet 
 (from a sneeze 
 or cough). Steer 
 clear of anyone 
 exhibiting 
 symptoms, 
 especially 
 someone who 
 is frequently 
 sneezing or 
 coughing. 
 Parents should keep children home from school if they are sick. Do so until 
 symptoms subside so as not to infect others.

 * Use a sanitizer product. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention advise 
 that when hand-washing is not readily available, a good way to kill germs is to use 
 an alcohol-based sanitizer lotion. While not as effective as washing hands in warm, 
 soapy water, sanitizing products can be used in a pinch while you’re on the go.

 * Cough into your sleeve. Rather than coughing or sneezing into your hands, do so 
 into the crook of your elbow since this area rarely touches anything else.

 * Skip the buffet lunch. Buffet-style offerings are convenient and offer variety, but 
 they are also a breeding ground for illnesses. These foods may have been sneezed 
 or coughed on. Also, the serving spoons have been touched by dozens of people.

 There are many different ways to avoid getting a cold or the flu this season. 
 Diligence is one of the keys to staying germ-free. 

 Stay healthy when the sick season of sneezes and sniffles arrives 

 The elderly are more at risk for serious side effects form the cold and flu

HERBERT C.
MANTOOTH,

D.D.S, P.A.
602 Railroad Ave., Live Oak, FL

(386) 362-6556
1-800-829-6506
(Out of Suwannee County) 783927

800726

Locally Owned & Operated

Live Oak 208-1414
Lake City      755-8680

• Medicare, Protegrity
• Blue Cross, Av Med

John Palmer, Physical Therapist
Lacey Bailey, Physical Therapist Assistant

A Medicare Certified Rehabilitation Agency

“Everything For Your
 Home Recovery”

305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008
(386) 935-6905

229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
(386) 294-3777 783

926
˙

MEDICAL
DOCTORS OFFICEURGENT CARE

Live Oak Office
396-208-1206

609 SW 5th St.
(Behind Auto Zone)

Jasper Office
386-792-2935

413 SW 5th Ave.

Open 7 Days
a Week

Sat. & Sun.
10 am - 2 pm

Dr. Brij Rana, MD, Tammi Smith, Dee Smallwood CNA,
Cassidy Chirino and Dr. AnJana Rana, MD

 845993
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CLASSIFIEDS

842459

784079

784075

784025

FirstDay

LOG ON
TODAY!

classifi edmarketplaceonline.com

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079  784025
 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 Adoption
 UNPLANNED  PREGNANCY ? Adoption-A  brave & selfless choice. Medical,  living & counseling expenses  paid. Choose the loving &  financially secure family.  Compassionate Atty. Lauren  Feingold 24/7 866-633-0397  www.fklhearttoheart.net #0958107
 A childless , young, successful  woman seeks to adopt.  Will be  HANDS-ON Mom!  Financial  security.  Expenses paid.  Visit: www.jodi2adopt.webs.co m / , call Jodi  1-800-718-5516 or text 609-770- 1255. Adam Sklar  #0150789
 Help   Wanted
 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW! Learn to drive  for US Xpress! Earn $700 per  week! No experience needed!  Local CDL Training. Job ready  in 15 days! (888)368-1964
 Heavy Equipment  Operator  Training! Bulldozers, Backhoes,  Excavators. 3 Weeks Hands On Program.  Local Job Placement Assistance.  National Certifications. GI Bill Benefits  Eligible. 1-866-362-6497
 Experienced OTR  Flatbed  Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm  loaded. $1000 sign on to  Qualified drivers. Home most  weekends. Call: (843)266-3731 /  www.bulldoghiway.com.  EOE
 Miscellaneous
 AIRLINE CAREERS  begin  here – Get FAA approved  Aviation Maintenance Technician  training. Housing and Financial  aid for qualified students. Job  placement assistance. Call AIM 

 866-314-3769
 Schools & Instruction
 You can become  an expert in  HVAC installation and repair.  Pinnacle Career Institute Online  HVAC education in as little as 12  months. Call us today: 1-877- 651-3961 or go online:  www.HVAC-Online- Education.com

 Condos
 Condos for Sale

 FLORIDA WATERFRONT 
 CONDO LIQUIDATION 
 SALE!   Brand new 2BR/2BA 
 1,690sf luxury condo only 
 $149,900 Originally under 
 contract for $365,000.
 Near downtown Orlando & all 
 theme parks/attractions.  Must 
 see.  Call now 877-333-0272, 
 x 173

 Help Wanted

 Experienced OTR Flatbed 
 Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm 
 loaded.  $1000 sign on to 
 Qualified drivers. Home most 
 weekends. Call: (843)266-
 3731 / 
 www.bulldoghiway.com . 
 EOE

 DRIVER TRAINEES 
 NEEDED NOW!   Learn to 
 drive for US Xpress! Earn 
 $700 per week! No 
 experience needed! Local 
 CDL Traning. Job ready in 
 15 days! (888)368-1964

 Heavy Equipment 
 Operator Training!
 Bulldozers, Backhoes, 
 Excavators.

 3 Weeks Hands On Program. 
 Local Job Placement 
 Assistance. National
 Certifications. GI Bill Benefits 
 Eligible. 1-866-362-6497

 Real Estate/ Land for Sale

 BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN 
 BARGAIN! 
 25 acres only $84,900. 
 Beautifully wooded rolling
 mountaintop terrain, backs up 
 to national forest. Enjoy 
 stream, abundant wildlife, 
 spectacular views, trails 
 throughout. Paved rd frontage 
 municipal water, utilities - all 
 completed. Excellent 
 financing. Call now 866-952-
 5303, x 83

 Real Estate/ Lots & Acreage

 TENN. LAND BARGAIN 
 WITH FREE BOAT SLIP!
 1.70 acres meadows overlooks 
 140 acre Nature Preserve, 
 streams & ponds. Only 
 $19,900. 6.1 acre hardwoods 
 Only $27,900. FREE boat 
 slips. Excellent financing, little 
 down. Call now 1-877-888-
 0267, x446

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 1-1-12 — 1-8-13

 842459
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2007 INFINITI M35

2012 LINCOLN MKS

2009 DODGE JOURNEY R/T2009 DODGE JOURNEY

2009 DODGE CHALLENGER SRT8

2001 CHEVY MONTE CARLO

843102

888-304-2277 888-463-6831
801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN   4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA

229-263-7561
8640 US HWY 84 • QUITMAN 

1999 HONDA  ACCORD

2012 FORD MUSTANG

2002 BUICK LESABRE

2005 MAZDA MIATA

2011 DODGE CHARGER

2010 RAM 1500 QUAD SLT

2007 CHEVY TAHOE LT

2011 LEXUS ES 350

2008 CHEVY MALIBU LTZ

2011 RAM 1500 CREW SLT 4X4

1999 DODGE DAKOTA SLT

2009 PONTIAC SOLSTICE

2008 FORD EDGE LIMITED

2011 DODGE CHALLENGER R/T

1995 CHEVY CAMARO

2007 HONDA ACCORD

2008 CHEVY 1500 CREW LTZ 4X4

2008 FORD EXPEDITION LTD

2011 BUICK REGAL

2011 LEXUS IS 250

2011 CHEVY 1500 CREW 4X42012 CHEVY AVALANCHE LTZ

2014 FORD MUSTANG 5.02008 FORD MUSTANG

2009 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

2005 JEEP WRANGLER X

2012 BMI 328i 2007 SUBARU IMPREZA WRX TR

2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER 4X4

2009 HYUNDAI SANTA FE LTD

2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SR5

2009 HYUNDAI GENESIS

2010 DODGE CHARGER R/T

2011 DODGE AVENGER LUX

2011 CHEVY CAMARO

2007 CHRYSLER 300C

2008 DODGE CHARGER R/T

2010 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

2012 CHEVY CREW LTZ 4X4

2009 NISSAN ARMADA2011 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

2013 JEEP WRANGLER

2011 MAZDA CX-7

2010 TOYOTA CAMRY

2012 HONDA CIVIC

2013 KIA OPTIMA

2010 JEEP COMMANDER

2009 HYUNDAI SANTA FE LTD

2004 CHEVY 2500 LT 2012 RAM 2500 LONGHORN 4X4

2004 NISSAN XTERRA

2011 RAM 1500 CREW CAB

2010 RAM 1500 CREW CAB 2004 DODGE RAM 2500 SLT

2005 GMC ENVOY SLE

2004 GMC YUKON SLE2008 KIA SEDONA

2012 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

2006 TOYOTA SEQUOIA

2013 JEEP PATRIOT

2013 JEEP WRANGLER

2008 TOYOTA TUNDRA CREW SR5

2011 CHEVY AVALANCHE LTZ2011 CHEVY SUBURBAN LTZ

2011 HONDA CR-V2010 HONDA CR-V

2006 JEEP WRANGLER2009 JEEP WRANGLER X 2006 JEEP WRANGLER

2010 JEEP WRANGLER 2011 JEEP WRANGLER 2011 JEEP WRANGLER

2013 CHEVY CORVETTE
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