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 Brand New 2014
 Chevy Cruze LT Automatic

 WES HANEY WES HANEY

 JUST EAST OF DOWNTOWN • LIVE OAK, FL • 362-2976
 WWW.WESHANEYCHEVROLET.COM

 FRIENDLY, NO HASSLE, BUYING EXPERIENCE

 $ 18,735 00 $ 18,735 00 $ 18,735 00
 After Rebate

Our office will be closed all day, Dec. 25.  We will reopen at 8 a.m. Dec. 26

Additional Letters to Santa, Pages 2 & 5B. 

Staff
A Suwannee Correctional Insti-

tution (SCI) inmate was the “engi-
neer of the scheme” that helped
two convicted murderers escape
from the Franklin Correctional In-
stitution (FCI) in September and
October, according to the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement. 

Nydeed Nashaddai, 48, SCI, as
well as five other current and for-
mer Department of Corrections
(DOC) inmates, are charged with a
combined 37 individual crimes in
connection with the scheme. 
“FDLE investigators believe

Nashaddai was the engineer of the
scheme,” said FDLE Commission-

er Gerald Bailey. “He was the first
to use it before passing his knowl-
edge onto his fellow inmates.”
FDLE reports that Nashaddai

taught and assisted Joseph Jenkins,
34, Union Correctional Institution,
and Jeffrey Forbes, 30, Florida
State Prison, in their escape, and
Joseph Jenkins’ subsequent escape

in Sept. 2013. Jenkins reportedly
forged release documents for in-
mate Charles Walker, 35, Florida
State Prison, who escaped in Oct.
2013.
Former inmate Willie Slater Jr.,

36, reportedly helped on the out-

Suwannee C.I. inmate ‘engineered’ prison escapes
FDLE: inmate taught, assisted murderers that walked out of Franklin C.I. on forged documents 

NashaddaiSEE SUWANNEE, PAGE 9A

144th Street  

Winter wonderland 

This singing Santa is one of Darthy's fa-
vorite pieces. It reminds her of her Grandfa-
ther Davis. See more photos on page 12A. 

It is the winter wonderland on 144th Street. - Photos: Jeffry Boatright 

Magic of Christmas abounds in Suwannee County couple
By Jeffry Boatright, 
special to the Democrat

During early Septem-
ber while most people
plan for Labor Day barbe-
cues and late summer va-
cations, one Suwannee
County couple begins
decorating their home for
Christmas. It is not diffi-
cult to find someone who
might exclaim that Christ-
mas is the most wonderful
time of the year, but few
embark on nearly six
months of putting out,
displaying, and taking

down Christmas decora-
tions. Ken and Darthy
Smith, however, are an
exception to the rule.

Winter wonderland
Each year, the Smiths

transform their 144th
Street homestead into a
winter wonderland that is
speckled with Santa
Clauses, snowmen,
stuffed animals and Na-
tivity scenes. With sincere
warmth and genuine hos-
pitality, Darthy explains
that she and Ken truly en-

SEE MAGIC, PAGE 9A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The residence at 531 North Houston Ave. in
Live Oak has grabbed the attention of passer-
by with a 12 plus feet tall Santa Claus stand-
ing in the front yard. The homeowners, Jack
and Mary Jeanne Williams, said this Santa is
sending a message.
“Santa draws attention to the fact that Jesus

is the reason for the season,” Mary said. 
Standing alongside Santa are four little

signs with a big message, two of which says,
“Jesus is the reason for the season,” and Jack and Mary Jeanne Williams of Live Oak are pictured with

their tall Santa that is sending the message of Christ this season. 
- Photo: Bryant Thigpen

Santa standing
tall for Christ

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Florida Governor Rick
Scott made a stop at Flori-
da Gateway College in
Lake City on Tuesday,
Dec. 17, and was greeted
by a huge crowd of sup-
porters from the Republi-
can Party of Florida.
Sponsors paid $500-

$1,500 to attend the lun-
cheon and listen to Gov.

Scott speak about the state
of the economy in Florida.
Many local dignitaries and
elected officials were in at-
tendance, including State
Rep. District 10 Elizabeth
Porter, State Rep. District
19 Charles E. Van Zant,
Avery Roberts and retired
Judge E. Vernon Douglas.
Decorated Eagle Scout

Jeremy Barwick, best
known for raising 38,000
tons of food for the needy,
led the crowd in the Pledge

Florida Governor Rick Scott mingles with the crowd after the
luncheon. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Gov. Scott stops
in Lake City
Seeks election
support 

SEE GOV. SCOTT, PAGE 9A

Submitted

Congressman Ted
Yoho has introduced
legislation to hold the
Obama Administration
accountable to the en-
rollment goals they set
for the Affordable Care
Act. 

According to esti-
mates put out by the
Congressional Budget
Office, seven million
people need to be en-
rolled in the healthcare
exchanges  by the end of
the 2014 open enroll-
ment period. The costs
of insurance plans can
be expected to increase
if this figure is not hit,
further burdening the

Rep. Yoho introduces bill
to repeal ACA if enrollment
numbers not met

Yoho

American taxpayer. 
In order to hold the

Administration account-
able to these enrollment
numbers, Congressman

Staff
A Live Oak teenager

escaped serious injury
following a two-vehicle
wreck on Friday, Dec.
20, at US 90 and 74th
Street, according to the
Florida Highway Patrol.
FHP reported Fallon

Taylor Ratliff, 16, Live

Oak, struck the back of
a 2013 Toyota Corolla
around 7:50 a.m. Ratliff
was traveling east on
US 90 in a 2007 Dodge
Ram, behind the Corol-
la, driven by Linda Sue
Knowles, 51, Petsokey,

Live Oak teen involved in Friday wreck
Sun’s glare to
blame, said driver 

SEE LIVE OAK, PAGE 3A
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 THE VILLAGE ATTIC
 SELF STORAGE  in Dowling Park

 Climatized/Insulated/Fenced “Everyone needs an Attic”

 Applications NOW Being Accepted
 386-647-4200

 Application must be in by 4:00 Jan. 15th.

 FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE AND ACCEPTED. 
 APPROVED FOR VA TRAINING BENEFITS. ACCREDITED 
 BY THE COUNCIL ON OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION, INC.

 843589˙

 Now Nationally Accredited

 All vocation opportunities will be (are) offered without regards to race, color, national origin, se x or disabilities.

 CAREER PROGRAM

 Surgical Technology

 Located at the Village Square, Dowling Park

 386-658-5771
 Monday - Saturday: 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

 Distinctive
 Holiday Gifts

 Shop a handpicked selection of unique 
 gift ideas at reasonable prices. 

 jewelry • watches • inspirational gifts 
 books • unusual children gifts

 leather goods for men & women

 One of the finest Gift Shops Between Jacksonville & Tallahassee
 843590

Editor’s note: The
Suwannee Democrat prints
the entire arrest record
each week. If your name ap-
pears here and you are lat-
er found not guilty or the
charges are dropped, we
will be happy to make note
of this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is pre-
sented to us by you or the
authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
SCSO-Suwannee County

Sheriff’s Office
LOPD-Live Oak Police

Department
FDLE-Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP-Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC-Florida Wildlife

Commission
DOT-Department of

Transportation
OALE-Office of Agricul-

tural Law Enforcement
P & P-Probation and Pa-

role
USMS-US Marshals Ser-

vice

Arrest Record
ATF-Department of Al-

cohol, Tobacco and
Firearms
DOC-Department of

Corrections 
Dec 19, Antonio Joseph

Valentine, 27, 888
Franklin St Apt 421, Jack-
sonville, FL, DWLS/R:
FHP- L. McGauley
Dec 20, Qais Hassan

Griffin, 18, 1112 7th
Street, Live Oak, FL, Car-
ry Concealed Weapon,
1st App-PD App Per
Decker: LOPD- M.
Pittman
Dec 20, Cameron Co-

hen, 25, 4219 SW 102nd
Lane, Jasper, FL, VOP
O/C Sell Subs in Lieu of
Controlled Sub, $5,000 or
$500 Cash Proba: LOPD-
Sgt Bates
Dec 20, Ruben Mar-

tinez, 64, Miami-Dade
Jail, Miami, FL, House
for Miami-Dade: SCSO-
A. Sutton/T. Ford
Dec 21, Douglas A

Carbaugh, 28, 7176 68
Terr, Live Oak, FL, Pasco
Co Wrt/Writ Bod Att
Child Support: SCSO- S.
Thaker
Dec 21, Roger Wayne

McLemore, 47, 6222 E
44th St N, Witchita, KS,
V O P - R o b b e r y
Gun/Deadly Weapon:
SCSO- L. McDaniel
Dec 22, Natalie J

Carter, 35, 2719 Wood-
lawn Ave, Tifton, GA:
Suw Co Wrt Grnd Theft:
SCSO- C. Smith
Dec 22, Weder Rivera,

31, 814 Rogers Ave, Live
Oak, FL, No D.L.: SCSO-
S. St. John

“Keep Christ in Christ-

mas.” 
“I got tired of seeing

Merry Christmas taken

Santa standing tall for Christ
Continued From Page 1A out,” Jack said. “I was

raised with ‘Merry Christ-
mas’ and Jesus being the
reason for the season.”
Mary said the giant Santa

has gotten the attention of
lots of people.
“One day when we had

the Santa down, a lady who
was passing by stopped to
tell me her kid cried be-
cause Santa was not stand-
ing. I had to assure him he
would be back up,” she
said, laughing. “The kids
enjoy it.”
Both Jack and Mary are

involved in the local com-
munity. Jack is a retired
Navy veteran who served in
the Korean War. Both Jack
and Mary, a beautician, are
owners of the local shop,
Reflections. The couple has
resided in their present
home for over 30 years.
They both attend Friend-
ship Baptist Church and
were saved many years ago. 
“We’re both saved, and

this is our way to celebrate
Jesus’ birthday,” Jack said.

Michigan. Knowles ad-
vised FHP that she
slowed down and began
pulling off the roadway
to the right, near 74th
Street, because her vi-
sion was obstructed by
the glare of the sun.
Ratliff said she, too, be-

gan slowing down due to
the glare of the sun and
could not see the Corolla
slowing down in time to
avoid a collision. 
Ratliff received minor

injuries. Knowles was
not injured. 
Both drivers were

wearing seat belts, ac-
cording to FHP. 

Live Oak teen involved
in Friday wreck

Continued From Page 1A

NFCC honors 2013
Registered Nursing

graduates
MADISON, Fla. – North

Florida Community Col-
lege honored its Registered
Nursing Class of 2013 with
a traditional Pinning and
Lamp Lighting Ceremony
on Dec. 12 at Van H. Priest
Auditorium. NFCC Allied
Health Director Julie
Townsend welcomed fami-
ly and friends to the special
occasion.
“Thank you for joining

us as we welcome these As-
sociate Degree nurses into
the profession,” said
Townsend. “We know that
they will be an asset to our
health care community.”
She then addressed the
graduates with a word of
congratulations: “We are
very proud of each one of
you for your accomplish-
ments.” 
Nineteen RN graduates

were recognized and took
part in the ceremony’s
Lighting of the Lamps and
Reciting of the Nightingale
Pledge. Four graduates re-
ceived special recognition:
Shannon Sullivan (Madison
County) received the 2013
Award for Outstanding
Clinical Excellence; Jodi
Breer (Taylor County) re-
ceived the 2013 Award for
Outstanding Academic
Achievement; Heather
LeBlanc (Suwannee Coun-
ty) received the 2013
Nightingale Award; and
Jennifer McNeill (Jefferson
County) was named the
2013 Keeper of the Light.
McNeill will return next
year to pass along the Lamp
Lighting tradition to the
next class of RN
graduates.  
RN Class President Patri-

cia Walker spoke on behalf
of the class, thanking
NFCC instructors and her

fellow classmates. “Thank
you for being our teachers,”
said Walker. “You instilled
in us not only the knowl-
edge we need to be suc-
cessful in the medical field,
but with wisdom that we
can apply to our everyday
lives. Thank you for always
encouraging us to push
through and building our
confidence so that we can
venture out into the real
world. My fellow class-
mates, it has truly been an
honor.”
The pinning ceremony is

a special moment for RN
graduates and marks the
beginning of each student’s
career as a professional
nurse. In her remarks as
guest speaker, NFCC In-
structor Julie Walden con-
gratulated the new gradu-
ates and spoke of the im-
pact they will have in their
communities.
“Not only will you im-

pact your patient and their
family, but also the facility
where you choose to
work,” said Walden. “Over
the last two years you’ve
been molded into a profes-
sional ready to take on the
challenges that await you.
Always make an impact
and treat your patients with
love and compassion. I
leave now the role of your
instructor and I become
your colleague, your sup-
port, your friend. Congratu-
lations.”

NFCC’s 2013 Registered
Nursing graduates for
Suwannee County:
Jennifer Burleson
Shanna Fields
Krista Gibbs   
Heather LeBlanc
Kailey Sapp
Patricia Walker

ADDITIONAL LETTERS TO
SANTA, PAGES 2B & 5B. 

Boys beat Branford,
Lafayette, Page 1B

A Melody Wildcat in action in a recent match. 
- Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

MELODY BASKETBALL
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 To Register or For Additional 
 Information Call

 Suwannee-Hamilton 
 Technical Center

 386-647-4200

 Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center 
 Community Education

 Upcoming Classes

 •  Basic Computers begins Tuesday, 1/7/14, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. $50 + book
 Every Tuesday for 6 weeks

 •  Conversational Spanish begins Thursday, 1/9/14 5:30 - 7:30 $64.10
 Every Thursday for 9 weeks

 •  Excel Express “Basic” Saturday, 1/18/14, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - $50 1 day only

 •  Gun Safety/Concealed Weapons Saturday, 1/8/14, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. $75 1 day only

 • Phlebotomy begins Monday, 2/3/14 5:00 p.m. M, W, & Th $750.64 - 165 hours

 More classes available...

 •  Microsoft Word

 • Excel

 • Power Point

 • Cake Decorating

 • Advanced Cake Decorating

 • Hobby/Wood Working

 • Sign Language

 • Basic Sewing

 • Crochet

 • Keyboarding/Typing

 845773

 Online classes now available!

 Check out our online courses! We are proud to 
 offer over 300 cources available through our 
 online classroom! We offer a wide range of 
 highly interactive courses that you can take 

 entirely over the Internet. All of our courses are 
 led by expert instructors, many of whom are 
 nationally known authors. Our online courses 

 are affordable, fun, fast, convenient, and geared 
 just for you. Just visit our webpage at

 http://suwannee.shtc.schooldesk.net  or 
 ed2go.com/shtc .

Band of Brothers and Shotgun Redd bands to rock
the Music Hall at The SOS Music Park Dec. 27-28

Band of Brothers. 

If Santa didn’t leave you
enough presents under the
Christmas tree, give yourself
the gift of hearing these two
bands! Bring your sweetie and
your dancing shoes ’cause it’s
going to be an awesome
weekend you do not want to
miss! And it’s free admission

Don’t put away those
dancing shoes yet folks,
there’s still one more
weekend of spectacular
music left in 2013 at The
Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park (SOSMP) in
Live Oak. The outstanding
Band of Brothers of Mayo
will be on hand Saturday,
Dec. 28, to rock the house
with its variety of country,
Southern rock, Elvis and
more. The weekend begins
Friday, Dec. 27, with a
new band to the SOSMP,
the Shotgun Redd Band of
Jacksonville.
Saturday night, Dec. 28,

Band of Brothers will
likely pack the Music Hall
and bring the house down
numerous times during the
evening with its incredible
music, dynamic band of
musicians and sensational
lead singer, Travis Prine.
Prine sings lead, backed

up by guitarist Hal
Thomas. When Prine is
not singing directly to the
audience, he’s seriously
taking over the stage, get-
ting into the music and
creating an exciting
evening for the fans! The
remaining band members,
brothers Kevin and Scott
Barrington and Ross and
Tyler Wimberly, rock out
with their guitar and drum
expertise to the delight of
the fans who pack the
house. This band is fast
becoming one of the fa-
vorites at the SOSMP’s
Music Hall. If you haven’t
heard them, get on out
there Dec. 28 and see
what all the hoopla is
about…this band is HOT
and you will not be disap-
pointed.
Shotgun Redd Band, or-

ganized by Jacksonville
area music entrepreneur
Dustin Roberts, plays
country, rock, Southern
rock and much more. The
band is a new edition to
Dustin’s long record of
music endeavors. Dustin,
who began playing music
as a child, is the lead
singer for the new band
and has played various

night spots in Jack-
sonville including Mav-
ericks’ at the Jack-
sonville Landing and
many other clubs and
events. Come out and en-
joy this new band…don’t
forget those dancing
shoes.
The SOS Café and

Restaurant in the Music
Hall will be open ready
to serve you with deli-
cious food and drink. A
full-service bar is open.
Doors to the Music Hall
open at 6 p.m. for dinner,
music begins at 8 p.m.
Free admission.
If you would like to

make reservations for RV
parking, cabins, primi-
tive camping or camper
parking for the weekend
at the SOSMP for this or
the many other upcoming
events, call 386-364-
1683 or email
spirit@musicliveshere.c
om. Also check out the
SOSMP’s website at
www.musicliveshere.co
m to learn more about
upcoming events.
The Spirit of the

Suwannee Music Park is
located at 3076 95th Dri-
ve, Live Oak.

Shotgun Redd Band

SAVVY SENIOR
Age-friendly telephones help seniors stay in touch
Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you recommend

some good age-friendly
home telephones for el-
derly seniors? My 82-
year-old mother has a
difficult time hearing
over the phone, and her
vision and memory isn’t
so great either.  

Shopping Son

Dear Shopping,
There are literally

dozens of different types
and styles of age-friendly
phones on the market to-
day that can help seniors
with a variety of chal-
lenges like hearing loss,
low vision, memory
problems and limited mo-
bility.

How to choose
To help you select a

good age-friendly phone
for your mom, you need
to take into account her
specific needs and wants
because there are lots of
options to choose from. 
For example, for se-

niors with hearing loss
there are “amplified tele-
phones,” both corded and
cordless, that provide
various levels of amplifi-
cation usually ranging
from 25 decibels (dB) up
to around 55 dB, with
some offering tone ad-
justments for high fre-
quency hearing loss.
Most amplified phones
are also hearing aid com-

patible and come with ex-
tra loud ringers and
bright ring flashers to in-
dicate incoming calls. 
Most amplified phones

also come with big but-
tons and a lighted keypad
that make them easier to
see and easier to operate
for seniors with hand
tremors or dexterity prob-
lems. Some phones even
offer “talk back” buttons
that speak the number as
you dial, and announce
the number of incoming
calls, which is great for
people with low-vision. 
If remembering is a

problem, you may want
you consider a “photo
phone” for your mom
that lets you insert pic-

tures of family members
or friends over prepro-
grammed buttons, so she
can simply press the pic-
ture of the person she
wants to call and they’re
automatically dialed. 
“Emergency alert

phones” are another op-
tion to consider, especial-
ly for elderly seniors who
live alone. These phones
come with a neck pendant
or wristband (SOS button)
that your mom would
wear, so if she falls down
and can’t get up, she can
press it and the phone’s
preprogrammed emer-
gency numbers will auto-
matically be dialed. 
If mobility is an issue,

there are “speaker
phones” you can purchase
that will let your mom ac-
tivate the phone with her
voice. And since telemar-
keting fraud is so com-
mon among the elderly,

many age-friendly phones
have built in caller IDs so
she can identify who’s
calling before she picks
up. Some phones even of-
fer outgoing speech am-
plification for seniors
with weak, difficult-to-
hear speaking voices.

Where to shop
While there are many

companies that make and
sell age-friendly tele-
phones, the leading sup-
pliers in the industry are
C l a r i t y
(clar i typroducts .com),
ClearSounds (clear-
sounds.com), Serene In-
novations (sereneinnova-
tions.com), Geemarc
(geemarc.com) and VTech
(vtechphones.com). To
find these and other mod-
els, visit their respective
websites, or try assistive
hearing sites like har-
riscomm.com, teltex

.com and soundbytes.co
m. Prices typically range
from $30 up to around
$300.

Free phones
Another option you

should check into is
state-funded specialized
t e l e c ommun i c a t i o n s
equipment programs,
which are available in 47
states. If your mom’s
state has a program, you
may be able to get her an
amplified telephone for
free. Check with her lo-
cal telephone company
or visit tedpa.org to find
out what her state offers.

Captioned phones
If your mom has se-

vere hearing loss, anoth-
er option you should
know about is captioned
telephones that have a
built-in display window
that would let your mom
listen to the caller, as
well as read written,
word-for-word captions
of everything the caller
is saying. 
Options available in-

clude: CapTel
(captel.com) sold
through Weitbrecht
Communications, Inc.
for $75, however many
states have programs that
offer them for free to res-
idents in need; the popu-
lar new Clarity Ensemble
that sells for $75
through clarityprod-
ucts.com; and the $75
CaptionCall at caption-
call.com.

Send your senior ques-
tions to: Savvy Senior,
P.O. Box 5443, Norman,
OK 73070, or
visit SavvySenior.org.
Jim Miller is a contribu-
tor to the
NBC Today show and au-
thor of “The Savvy Se-
nior” book.

 840339



family's timber hold-
ings.  He remained em-
ployed with the First Na-
tional Bank and the Hamil-
ton County Bank of Jasper,
and later became Chairman
of the Board of Directors
of both banks, until the
banks were sold to Barnett
Banks.  He continued to
worked at Barnett Bank as
vice-president and com-
mercial lender before retir-
ing from banking in 1992.
After  retiring from the

banking business,  Claude
returned full time to his
love of forestry and “work-
ing in the woods.”  He
could often be found re-
pairing fences, hanging
gates, plowing fire lanes or
preparing game plots for
hunting leases.  Truly
Claude was happiest when
he was outdoors and work-
ing on his farms.  Further,
Claude's interest in forestry
was reflected in his com-
mitment to reforestation
and state wide forestry
management.  Claude was
appointed by Governor
Claude Kirk as member of
the Florida Forestry Coun-
cil in 1968.  He continued
to serve this state-wide
board with distinction until
his death, only missing one
meeting in 45 years.  Fur-
thermore, Claude was rec-
ognized a member of the
Society of American
Foresters,  recognized as a
Certified Forester by the
State of Florida and a re-
cipient of the the  Distin-
guished Forestry Alumnus
Award by Clemson Uni-
versity for his life-time
work in forestry.
Claude strongly believed

in civic participation, and
worked to make Live Oak
a better place.  He was a
member of numerous civic
clubs, including the Rotary
Club,  Director for the Ad-
vent Christian Village and
Advisory Board, Member
of the  Suwannee County
Development Authority,
the Suwannee County
Chamber of Commerce,
the Suwannee County Fair
Board, the Florida Farm
Bureau, Member of the
Florida Farm Bureau Advi-
sory Committee,  Trustee
for the Live Oak Police and
Fire Pension Funds, Mem-
ber of the Endowment
Board for the Florida Sher-
iff's Boys Ranch, and a
Member of the North
Florida Community Col-
lege Foundation
Board.  Among his many
honors,  Claude received
the Suwanee County Citi-
zen of the Year in 1980,

and on September 22,
2013, he received the May-
or's Community Service
Award from the City of
Live Oak for his long, con-
tinued service to our com-
munity.
Claude will remembered

for the trust that he in-
spired in the community, as
shown by the number of in-
dividuals who asked him
for help with their finances
or to administer their es-
tates.  Further, he will cer-
tainly be remembered for
his humor, including his
“gifts” during Rotary
Christmas parties, and the
quiet way that he helped
people by giving them his
time and
resources.  Claude takes
with him his family's love,
and will be remembered
for a  job well done as a
good and faithful steward
of God's gifts.
A private funeral for

Claude was held on Dec.
21, 2013 at Live Oak
Cemetery at sunrise.  A
public memorial service is
planned for Saturday, Jan.
11, 2014 at 10:30 a.m. at
the First United Methodist
Church.  The family re-
quests that in lieu of flow-
ers that individuals make
gifts to one of the follow-
ing charities that Claude
supported:  Friends of Her-
itage Park and Gardens,
1004 Helvenston Street,
Live Oak, Fla.;
32064;  Advent Christian
Village, 10680  Dowling
Park Drive, Live Oak, Fla.
32060; and Florida Sher-
iffs' Youth Ranch, 2486
Cecil Webb Place, Live
Oak, Fla., 32060.  
Please sign the guest

book at danielsfuneral-
home.com.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc. Live
Oak & Branford, Fla. in
charge of arrangements.

Albert Foye Wilcox
May 1, 1926
Dec. 18, 2013

Albert Foye Wilcox was
born May 1, 1926 in
Nicholls, GA, died Dec.
18, 2013 while in the
Shands of LO Hospital
making him 87 years of
age. 
During WWII Al enlist-

ed in the Army Air Corp
with the hopes of being a
pilot, but was assigned to a
flight crew instead.  Fol-
lowing his military service
Al studied engineering at
Indiana technical College
in Fort Wayne, IND, and
after graduation took a po-

sition with General Elec-
tric as a manufacturing en-
gineer where he worked
for over 35 years.
While in Fort Wayne, Al

met and married Velma
Lehman and enjoyed 57
years together before Vel-
ma’s untimely death in
March of 2005.  Al & Vel-
ma had no children and af-
ter retirement moved to
Quincy, Fla. and then in
1998 they made their final
move to the Advent Christ-
ian Village in Dowling
Park, Fla. 
In Dec of 2007 Al asked

another widower by the
name of Fran Brunner to
marry him , and they’ve
been married for nearly 6
years. 
Al is survived by one

brother, Mr. Emmitt
Wilcox, his wife, Fran
Wilcox of Dowling Park
and two step-children;
Robert Brunner of St Pe-
tersburg, Fla. and Vickie
Brunner also of St Peters-
burg and a host of nephews
& nieces. 
Funeral Service will be

conducted at the Bixler
Memorial Chapel in Dowl-
ing Park, Dec. 30, 2013 at
10:30 a.m.
Bixler Memorial Chapel

in Dowling Park in charge
of arrangements.

Patricia Milton Raulerson
June 22, 1947
Dec. 20, 2013

Patricia Milton Rauler-
son, 66, of Lake City, Fla.,
passed away on Friday,
Dec. 20, 2013, at Suwan-
nee Valley Care Center in
Lake City, after an extend-
ed illness.
Born June 22, 1947 in

Lake City, Fla., to the late
Willie Milton and Bertha
Mae Spikes. She was a
member of Wellborn Bap-
tist Church. She retired af-
ter 29 years from the Flori-
da Sheriffs Youth Ranch.
She was a loving wife,
mother, and grandmother. 
She is preceded in death

by her parents; Willie and
Bertha Milton, and her
husband Quincy Rauler-
son. 
Survivors include two

sons; Donny Thomas of
Lake City, Fla., and Wade
(Manda) Thomas of Live
Oak, Fla.; one daughter;
Denise Joyce of Lake City,
Fla.; step-children, Sherri
(Don) Lee of Lake City,
Fla., and Allen (Stacey)
Raulerson of Ft. Myers,
Fla., one brother; Ronnie
Milton of Mayo, Fla., three
sisters; Joyce Spradley,

Judy Bedenbaugh, and Jan-
ice Milton all of Lake City,
Fla., eight grandchildren,
and numerous nieces and
nephews also survive. 
Funeral Service for Mrs.

Raulerson were conducted
at 11 a.m., on Monday,
Dec. 23, 2013, at Gateway-
Forest Lawn Funeral
Home with Rev. Elmer
Crews officiating. Inter-
ment followed in Forest
Lawn Memorial Gardens.
Visitation with the family
was held one hour prior to
the service on Dec. 23,
2013 at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers the fami-
ly asked that memorial do-
nations please be made to
Haven Hospice, 6037 US
Hwy 90 West, Lake City,
Fla., 32055 or to Florida
Sheriffs Youth Ranch,
2486 Cecil Webb Place,
Live Oak, Fla., 32064.
Arrangements are under
the direction of GATE-
WAY-FOREST LAWN
FUNERAL HOME, 3596
S US Hwy 441, Lake City,
Fla., 32025, (386) 752-
1954. Please leave words
of love and comfort for the
family at www.gateway-
forestlawn.com

James Sherman"Bubba"
Frier, Jr

Dec. 4, 2013

James Sherman "Bubba"
Frier, Jr., 52 of Live Oak,
passed away on Wednes-
day, Dec. 4, 2013 suddenly
at his home in Live Oak,
Fla. 
The Jacksonville native

moved here in 1973 and re-
mained until his passing.
Bubba was in the construc-
tion business as a tile setter
and was of the Baptist
faith. 
He was survived by his

parents Sherman & Donna
Frier of Live Oak, Daugh-
ters; Ashley Frier, Santa
Cruz, CA, Brook Noyse,
Live Oak, Fla., Sons, Trey
Frier, Live Oak, Fla., Cole
Frier, Live Oak, Fla., Tyler
Chaney, Live Oak, Fla.,
Sisters; Annette & Tim Al-
corn, Live Oak, Fla., Susie
& Keith Scott, Live Oak,
Fla., Sylvia & Terrell
Spivey, Live Oak, Fla., and
four Grandchildren. 
Viewing was Saturday,

Dec., 7 at Daniels Funeral
Home. Grave side services
were held 1:30 pm Satur-
day Dec. 7, 2013 at River-
side Baptist Church Ceme-
tery in Mayo, Fla. with Mr.
John Grady Branch offici-
ating. 
Please sign the guest

book at danielsfuneal-

home.com. Daniels Funer-
al Homes & Crematory,
Inc. of Live Oak and Bran-
ford is in charge of all
arrangements.

William E. Redmond
Dec. 19, 2013

William E. Redmond,
85, of Dowling Park, Fla.
passed away Thursday,
Dec. 19, 2013.
Please sign the guest

book at danielsfuneral-
home.com.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc. Live
Oak & Branford, Fla.

Sarah L. Crocker
Dec. 21, 2013

Sarah L. Crocker, 80, of
Dowling Park, Fla. passed
away Friday, Dec. 21,
2013.
Please sign the guest

book at danielsfuneral-
home.com.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc. Live
Oak & Branford, Fla.

Virginia D. Crider
Dec. 22, 2013

Virginia D. Crider, 70, of
Jasper, Fla., passed away
Sunday, Dec. 22, 2013.
Please sign the guest

book at danielsfuneral-
home.com.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc. Live
Oak & Branford, Fla.

A. L. Cox
Dec. 19 , 2013

A. L. Cox , 76 , Branford
, Fla. Died  Dec. 19 , 2013.
Please sign the guest

book at danielsfuneral-
home.com.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc. Live
Oak & Branford, Fla.

Joseph Agustin Cordero
Dec. 13, 2013

Joseph Agustin Cordero,
of Live Oak, Fla. passed
away Friday, Dec. 13,
2013.
Please sign the guest

book at danielsfuneral-
home.com.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc. Live
Oak & Branford, Fla.
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DEATH
NOTICES

OBITUARIES

Porter Claude Crapps, III
Dec. 19, 2013

Porter Claude Crapps,
III, a respected civic leader,
banker and forester, died
peacefully at his home in
Live Oak, Fla. on Dec. 19,
2013, surrounded by his
family.  He was 76 years
old.  
Claude is survived by his

long-time companion Jack-
ie Kent Dove, his three
children Thomas and wife
Cris, Steve, Nancy, and five
grandchildren.  Claude is
also survived by his sib-
lings, Betsy Burch, David
Crapps, Peat Crapps, Vir-
ginia Johnson, John
Crapps, Dicy Hannum, and
Daniel Crapps.  Claude was
preceded in death by his fa-
ther, Porter Claude Crapps,
Jr., and his mother Mary
Elizabeth Parker Crapps
and his adopted mother Vir-
gina Birchfield Crapps, as
well as brothers James and
George.  
Claude was born in

Gainesville, Fla. and lived
his earliest years in Hines
located in Dixie County,
Fla.  The Crapps family re-
located to Melrose, Fla. for
a short period of time from
Hines before settling in
Live Oak, Fla. in
1951.  Claude enrolled in
Suwannee High School,
where he graduated  in
1955, and attended Clem-
son University
studying  Forestry.  He
graduated from Clemson in
1959.  During this time,
Claude became an avid and
life long Clemson Tiger.  
Following graduation in

1959, Claude served in the
United States Marines
Corps followed by 6 years
in the Reserves.  During the
time that he was in the Re-
serves,  Claude returned
home to Live Oak and
worked with his father in
First National Bank of Live
Oak, the Hamilton County
Bank of Jasper, and on the
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side ensuring the forged documents were
delivered to the Orange County Clerk’s
Office. 
Terrance Goodman, 37, Panama City, a

friend of Jenkins, 34, Union Correctional
Institution, drove Jenkins and Walker to
Panama City and rented them a motel
room. 
Inmates Jenkins and Walker were serv-

ing life sentences for murder from Orange
County. Both escaped from FCI after the
DOC received fraudulent release docu-

ments from the Orange County Clerk of
Court. Jenkins escaped on Sept. 27 and
Walker escaped on Oct. 8.
The FDLE, along with the Bay County

Sheriff’s Office, Panama City Police De-
partment and the U.S. Marshals Service
Task Force arrested both inmates on Oct.
19 at Coconut Grove Motor Inn in Panama
City Beach. 
Nashaddai received charges of two

counts conspiracy to commit escape and
two counts principal to escape. 
According to DOC records, Nashaddai

escaped from the Pinellas County Jail in

Oct. 2009 using a forged document, simi-
lar to the inmate escape scheme.
Nashaddai was jailed and later sen-

tenced for forgery of bills. He was listed
on the Florida DOC website Monday as
close custody with a current release date,
prior to his current charges, of Aug. 8,
2031.
FDOC Director of Communications Jes-

sica Cary said the DOC has safeguards in
place which requires verification of any
order of the sentencing judge that results
in the early release of an inmate from de-
partment custody. 

“Upon receipt of any order that ap-
pears to modify a sentence, the Depart-
ment’s Bureau of Admissions and Re-
lease provides a copy of the order, along
with a form for the sentencing judge’s in-
dependent verification of the order, and
will not release the inmate or take any
other action in regards to the order until
this verification is received,” said Cary.
“The department is also evaluating exist-
ing inmate law library procedures, and
determining what we must statutorily
and constitutionally continue to pro-
vide.”

Suwannee C.I. inmate ‘engineered’ prison escapes
Continued From Page 1A

of Allegiance and the National
Anthem was sung by Kay
Poltorak.
While everyone enjoyed the

delicious food that was pre-
pared for the group, Rep. Eliz-
abeth Porter spoke for a couple
minutes.
“When you look around at

the entire country, across the
nation, and you see how back-
wards some of the states are
marching, and they just have
the wrong idea,” said Porter.
“They’re going in the wrong
direction, but what we are do-
ing here in the state of Florida,
is moving in the right direc-
tion. So much of that is thanks
to our governor and the sup-
port he gets in the House and
Senate to advance the kind of
business building, freedom
building ideas that we try and
he supports.”
Porter said the Republican

Party of Florida also wants to
support Gov. Scott’s ideas, as
well.
“We don’t want to be like

New York and we don’t want
to be like California,” said
Porter. “We don’t want to try
and squash the business peo-
ple that are the job creators in
our country. We want to do ex-
actly what we’ve been doing
in Florida for the past 4-6
years, and that is giving our
business people the freedom to
grow their business so that
they will hire more people.
They’ll have jobs. They’ll
have expendable income and
we will be able to continue to
improve across the state, from
top to bottom.”
Porter said Gov. Scott has

been a boon to the state and
she is confident he will contin-
ue to do so.
Brief speeches were made

by Rep. Van Zant and Judge
Douglas, who asked everyone
to welcome “a political leader
who’s restoring the ‘American
Dream’ which seems to be lost
on the rest of the country.”

Gov. Scott entered the room
to a raucous round of applause
as he stepped up to the podi-
um. He proceeded to tell the
crowd a little about his child-
hood before moving on to the
important issues of the state of
Florida.
Scott said in 2010, 832,000

people in the state of Florida
lost their jobs and unemploy-
ment hit a peak of 11.1 per-
cent.
“We basically increased

state debt by $8.7 billion,”
Scott said. “What did we get
for it? Housing prices col-
lapsed by 40 percent. Whatev-
er business you were in, you
were pretty much hurting in
Florida.”
Scott reminded everyone

that there is no state income
tax in Florida, it is a right-to-
work state where you don’t
have to be a member of a
union, there are low business
taxes, it is the gateway to Latin
America, and the expansion of
the Panama Canal is coming
up.
“People like to visit our

state,” said Scott. “In 2010, 82
million tourists came to our
state. How did we do it? Be-
cause we didn’t focus on
jobs.”
When he first got elected,

Scott said he contacted sever-
al consulting firms whose job
it is to find suitable places for
businesses to operate and was
met with resistance. Many of
them told Scott that Florida
doesn’t care about business-
es, but only about being the
state where people either va-
cation or retire. Calls to Tal-
lahassee from businesses who
wanted to come to Florida, he
was told, were not addressed
in a timely manner. Scott said
he set out to change all of
that.
Scott said anyone who

works for a state agency has
the duty to help create more
jobs for the people of Florida
in any way possible. He has
also been cutting sales taxes,

property taxes, and regulations
to make it easier for new busi-
nesses to come in.
Scott’s speech wasn’t all

business. He spent some time
telling anecdotes about Gov.
Rick Perry in Texas, which en-
gaged the crowd with laughter,
but then it was back to busi-
ness.
“In two years and 10

months, unemployment has
gone from 11.1 to 6.7 per-
cent,” said Scott. “That’s
440,000 jobs.”
For the month of October,

Florida private businesses
generated 46,000 jobs, com-
pared to Texas with only
12,000 jobs, Scott explained.
Additionally, this year Florida
expects to have a total of about
95 million tourists (up from 82
million), whom, he said, pay a
lot of sales taxes.
“So, we’ve increased our

state revenue that way,” he
said.
Since he’s been in office,

Scott said the state has low-
ered their unemployment rate,
paid off a $3.5 billion unem-
ployment debt to the federal
government, and there are cur-
rently 279,000 job openings in
the state right now.
“We’re headed in the right

direction,” said Scott.
Education was another topic

Scott touched on, saying that
the state has increased funding
for education, and that Flori-
da’s 4th graders are number 2
in the world for reading, as
well as other facts about grad-
uation rates, teacher quality
and Florida’s excellent col-
leges.
After all the business talk,

Scott said, “The year 2014 is a
bad year to run for governor,
but this is a great job. No one
else should run,” he added.
“That would be nice. The truth
is, if you like people, there is
no better job than being gover-
nor of the state.”
After the meeting, Scott

spent some time mingling with
the guests.

Gov. Scott stops in Lake City
Continued From Page 1A

joy the spirit of Christmas, but they
especially enjoy sharing the joyous
season with others.
“It is for the people from the Ad-

vent Christian Village that we do
all of this,” Darthy explained. “It is
for anyone else who appreciates
it,” she added.
With pleasant smiles, Darthy

and Ken explain how much their
annual visitors from the ACV en-
joy the short journey to take in the
lights, Christmas trees, animated
figures and an abundance of food
that never fails to please.
Darthy’s reputation for prepar-

ing delicious food and treats pre-
cedes her and she successfully de-
fends that reputation each year
when residents from the ACV’s
Dacier Manor arrive by bus and
join the Smiths for an enchanted
evening of Christmas cheer. In ad-
dition to Darthy’s mouthwatering
chili and endless desserts, a birth-
day cake is provided, compliments
of Dairy Queen of Live Oak. The
cake simply says, “Happy Birthday
Jesus.”
According to the Smiths, they

have been hosting residents from
the ACV for 14 years. Most of their
guests from the Village are repeat
visitors.
“One resident has attended 10 of

the 14 years that we have been do-
ing this,” Darthy stated.
The small bus from the ACV

made its annual stop at the Smiths’
home on the evening of Dec. 9,
with 14 residents and five helpers
from Dacier Manor onboard. In ad-
dition to those in attendance from
the ACV, a few other friends were
available to lend a helping hand to
Darthy and Ken. With the aroma of
Darthy’s scrumptious food, laugh-
er, conversation and genuine
Christmas cheer filling the air, the
magic of Christmas once again
filled those in attendance with joy,
which in turn, delighted their hum-
ble hosts.
Of course, the food and compa-

ny was enjoyed by everyone, but
the extensive decoration and work
that has been put into the interior
and exterior of the Smiths’ home is
a highlight that cannot be over-
looked.

Transforming into a 
Christmas village

While there is decorations galore
inside the Smith home, the outside
provides abundant lights, animated
reindeer, and six outdoor buildings
that serve as a sanctuary for count-
less Santa Clauses, angels, snow-
men and Nativity scenes. Ken has
built a few of the buildings on
wheels to simplify placing them
each year when the decorating be-
gins.
A couple of small storage sheds

in the outside display would cer-
tainly qualify for miniature
Christmas cottages. Once the sea-
son is over, the small buildings
are transformed back into storage
units for the massive collection of
Christmas trinkets, lights, and
greenery.
Ken is not at all reluctant to ad-

mit how much he enjoys contribut-
ing to the cause. Because Darthy,
his wife of 24 years, finds so much
joy in transforming their place into
something that might resemble a
Christmas village or even the
North Pole, Ken finds delight in
the annual project. It is not difficult
to realize how much Ken enjoys
helping Darthy, but one can readily
see that he finds much joy in mak-
ing dim lights shine or broken or-
naments whole again. It is simply
part of who he is.

With affection, Darthy acknowl-
edges that Ken’s expertise makes it
all possible. Ken, who is retired
from the construction industry, can
usually identify the source of an
electrical or mechanical problem.
With an instinct for mending and
restoration, he steadily works and
refurbishes faulty ornaments and
lights to give them new life.
When asked if the amount of

their decoration has increased over
the years, Darthy confirmed that it
has. 
“It has grown because different

people have contributed different
items,” Darthy said.
Strolling through their home,

Darthy spontaneously points out
different ornaments, some store
bought and others handmade. She
recalls where they came from, who
made them, or how long she has
had them. There is often a heartfelt
story that goes with the ornaments
and it is evident that Darthy, a na-
tive of Suwannee County, cherish-
es the memories and values the
friendship of those who have con-
tributed to her extensive décor.
When asked if any of the items

that she proudly displays each sea-
son have special meaning, she
pointed to a jolly, animated fig-
urine that resembles Santa Claus. 
“He reminds me of my Grandfa-

ther Davis,” she cheerfully admit-
ted.
With the touch of a button, the

jolly old guy bellowed out Feliz
Navidad.
The Smiths’ home and the

grounds that surround it appear to
radiate Christmas magic, but Ken
and Darthy readily admit there is
no magical transformation that
takes place overnight each year.
The work begins in early Septem-
ber while the summer heat lingers.
“It is usually done by Thanks-

giving,” Darthy explained. “But
this year it was the first week in
December before it was complet-
ed.”
According to Ken, the weather

didn’t cooperate much this year
and the finished product was un-
veiled and lit up a few days later
than usual.
Since the vast amount of decora-

tion does not fall into place
overnight, it obviously does not
come down very quickly either.
Darthy admits that she is sad when
the time comes to take all the
cheerful trinkets down and store
them away in the outside storage
buildings each year.

Back to normal
Restoring their place to normal

is a task that Darthy and Ken un-
dertake one room and one building
at a time. According to Darthy, it
was almost March before all the
decorations came down after last
year’s Christmas season. 
“We wanted those who had not

seen it to have the opportunity to
do so,” she emphasized.
Darthy and Ken report that a

number of people do go by their
144th Street home each year,
which is located just west of 209th
Road, to take in the magic of
Christmas.
The couple, who attend Friend-

ship Baptist Church, is quick to
profess that Christmas is all about
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ
and sharing their love and abilities
with others. One might sense that
Darthy and Ken feel a little sad
when the time comes to store all
the Christmas decoration away for
spring and summer, but anyone can
recognize that the Christmas spirit
within them is impossible to store
away. After all, it is the most won-
derful time of the year.

Magic of Christmas abounds
in Suwannee County couple

Continued From Page 1A

Yoho has introduced H.R.
3784, the Nullifying the
Unconstitutional Mandate
By Evaluating Results
(NUMBER) Act. This legis-
lation fully repeals the
healthcare law if seven
million people are not en-
rolled in the exchanges by
March 31. 
Congressman Yoho was

joined by Reps. Bridens-
tine (Okla.), Duncan (S.C.),
Franks (Ariz.), Graves
(Ga.), Hall (Texas), Hud-
son (N.C.), Hultgren (Ill.),
Jones (N.C.), LaMalfa
(Calif.), Massie (Ky.),
Messer (Ind.), Pittenger
(N.C.), Rice (S.C.), Salmon
(Ariz.), Scott (Ga.), Stock-
man (Texas), Weber
(Texas), Westmoreland
(Ga.), and Wilson (S.C.).
“The Obama Administra-

tion likes to claim that this
healthcare law is hugely
popular and is wanted by
the American people. I dis-
agree. If the Administration
can’t even make their own
target numbers then the
American taxpayer should
not be further burdened by

this terrible law,” said
Yoho. “This commonsense
bill simply holds the Ad-
ministration accountable to
those numbers, and if they
are not met the Affordable

Care Act is fully repealed.”
Congressman Yoho is

also a cosponsor of H.R.
2300 and H.R. 3121, two al-
ternative proposals to the
Affordable Care Act.

Rep. Yoho introduces bill to repeal
ACA if enrollment numbers not met
Continued From Page 1A

Our office will be closed on Jan. 1

Have a safe and happy holiday

In order to allow our employees time off to spend with their 
families the following deadlines will be in effect:

Wednesday, Jan. 1 edition
Classified Line Ads................................................4 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 26
Legal Advertising...................................................4 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 26
Retail Advertising (B section)..................................2 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 26
Retail Advertising (A section).......................................2 p.m. Friday, Dec. 27

Friday, Jan. 3 edition
Classified & Legal Line Ads ....................................9 a.m., Tuesday, Dec. 31
Retail Advertising .....................................................9 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 31

Suwannee Democrat
211 Howard St. East • PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL 32064

386-362-1734 • 800-525-4182 844273



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2013� SUWANNEE DEMOCRAT/LIVE OAKPAGE 10A

Viewpoints/Opinions

Suwannee
Democrat

MYRA C.  REGAN
Publisher

JEFF WATERS
Editor

Members of the Suwannee Democrat 
editorial board are Myra C. Regan, publisher, and

Jeff Waters, editor. Our View is formed by that board.

BIBLE VERSE
“[ The Birth of Jesus ] In those
days Caesar Augustus issued a
decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world.
So Joseph also went up from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of
David, because he belonged to
the house and line of David. He
went there to register with Mary,
who was pledged to be married
to him and was expecting a
child.”

Luke 2:1, 4-5 NIV

1. Reduce waste in local government
2.  Revitalize downtown Live Oak
3. Continue work on Perimeter Road
4.  Attract more business and growth

5.  Build up I-10, US 129 corridor 
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�
�

�

Letters must contain your full name, address,
daytime phone number and city of residence.
Letters must reflect issues of current interest

to the general public and be concise. 
Management has the right to 

refuse any material that it believes does not
meet standards of publication. 

Send submissions to:
nf.editorial@gaflnews.com or Suwannee 

Democrat, PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL 32064.

And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, to be
taxed with Mary his espoused wife,
being great with child. 
And so it was, while they were
there, the days were accomplished
that she should be delivered. 
And she brought forth her firstborn
son, and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in a manger; be-
cause there was no room for them in
the inn. 
And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keep-
ing watch over their flock by night. 
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round them: and they were sore
afraid. 
And the angel said unto them, Fear
not: for, behold, I bring you good tid-
ings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. 
For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you;
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying, Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth,
good will toward men.

Luke 2:4-14

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

By Dwain Walden
The Moultrie 
Observer
Recently, I’ve

read some com-
mentaries where
people told about
the moment they
first realized there
was no Santa
Claus. I got to thinking about that, and
I couldn’t recall a specific moment
when such realization came to me. It’s
kind of like I absorbed that wisdom
during a progression of maturity. No
single event did it.
I’m not sure I ever believed there

was a real physical jolly old elf who
could drop down the chimney with a
Red Ryder BB gun. You see our fire-
place at the old farm house was not
very proficient. It smoked more than it
heated. So the fireplace was closed up,
and we had one of those big iron
wood- burning heaters with its smoke-
stack feeding into the chimney. I do re-
call specifically the night I tossed a
pack of firecrackers in it. When they
started going off, people were running
from one room to the other, bumping
into each other like Keystone cops not
knowing where they were going or
what they were going to do when they
got there. I was rolling in the floor
laughing. Shortly afterward I learned
that Red Camel overalls had very little
padding in the seat.
So early on I knew Santa couldn’t

get down our chimney. And apparently
there are people who still haven’t em-
braced chimney construction. Almost
every year we read about someone get-
ting stuck while trying to climb down a
chimney. Hey folks, go measure a flu
liner and then check your waist size.
There’s a cause-and-effect scenario
there that’s crucial to your success or
failure.
Now I do recall once when someone

dressed up in a Santa suit came to our
house on Christmas Eve night and
scared the hell out of me. For that one
moment I thought this character might
have heard about the firecracker inci-
dent and was there to chastise me in
some fashion... you know, that good
and bad list thing.

GUEST COLUMN
Up on the house top click, click, click

The Christmas
Story according

to Luke

Taylor Armerding
CNHI News Service
‘Tis the season – amid the shopping frenzy – for reading

and hearing various reminders of “what Christmas is really
all about.”
They tend mostly to be about organizations that provide

gifts and Christmas dinners to poor children and their fami-
lies. Those are wonderful, laudable things to do, and they are
indeed among the things Christmas is all about. They are just
not the only things. Here are some reminders to me of a few
others.
It is not news that, in our hemisphere, this is the darkest

time of year. Although I am not a fan of short days and long
nights, Dec. 21 is also one of my favorite days of the year be-
cause it holds the brightest promise – a promise celebrated
since ancient times.
Starting now, it will get no darker. The movement back to

the light begins almost imperceptibly – a few seconds a day
to start – but it is inexorable. The light will triumph over the
dark, a promise kept with a celestial rhythm set since the be-
ginning of time. It is a promise Christians also observe in the
celebration of the birth of Christ; one of His names is “Light
of the world.”
I have thought about that more than usual this season be-

cause the darkness of human mortality has been closer to me
than at most times in my generally very fortunate life.
It is part of the human condition. We are not built to last.

As one of my favorite writers observes rather caustically
from time to time, “The chances of death are 100 percent.”
Still, there are times when it seems more of a thief, arriv-

ing well ahead of schedule with what appears to be random
cruelty.
At this time of year, while the toughest thing for millions

of us is figuring out what gift to get for friends or family
members who already have everything they need, a close
friend for decades is watching the gift of her own life fade
while she struggles with cancer.
She has beaten the odds in one way – outlasting the prog-

nosis for nearly an extra year – and while hope remains, an-
other miracle looks unlikely. As Bob Dylan wrote about him-
self not long ago, “It’s not dark yet, but it’s getting there.”
Perhaps in one way. But in another, to paraphrase Samuel

Johnson, who reportedly said the prospect of death “wonder-
fully concentrates the mind,” the dark often prompts us to
generate light from sources we might never have thought
were within us.
With darkness looming and grief a constant presence, the

light of love from her husband, my good friend since child-
hood, is brighter than ever. He is her companion, caretaker

and lover in a way that most of us never contemplate when
we make the vows and the future seems limitless and bright.
It is a light that will never banish death but will last much
longer than both of their lives, passed along to their children,
grandchildren and generations yet to be born – how to love
in sickness as well as health.
They struggled at times over the years, like most of us do.

But when he was sick some years ago, she was there with
that same light, and all that other stuff became as trivial as it
ought to be all of the time.
So, no matter how it ends – and it will end for all of us at

some point – her path is bathed in light.
In another part of the country, a young couple who are

close friends of my daughter-in-law are mourning the loss of
a daughter who was a light in their lives for not quite five
months.
She was, in the view of many, unlucky from the start. She

had Down syndrome. She had a congenital heart problem.
Her parents knew that she would probably be with them for
only a short time, but her death, following what had seemed
to be a successful heart surgery, was still a shocking, wrench-
ing grief.
Yet, amid that sorrow, this is some of what her young fa-

ther had to say to those who gathered for her memorial ser-
vice:
“As Jesus reminds us, a light in a dark room ought not to

be kept hidden. Its light is life-giving, and it must be
shared. And so I would like to share with you about this lit-
tle light named Julia …
“Julia was a gentle whisper of God – a soul closer to the

veil between this life and the next than I have ever known –
quiet, humble, and like other babies in many ways, yet from
the beginning, somehow in a special way closer to the raw,
unfathomable power of the creating God of the universe than
you or I …
“Those that had the privilege of meeting Julia and holding

her will know what I mean when I say that her eyes sparkled
with eternal joy, that the deepness of her gaze held something
wondrous and mysterious that transcended words or heart
defects or genetic anomalies.
"Julia’s beautiful, wonderful, sparkly gaze touched me to

the core of my soul, deep calling to deep, and convinced me
more than anything before in this life that God loves me.”
Those are the words of one wracked by the pain of death

but still at peace, banishing the dark with the light of love
that passes understanding.
That is also what Christmas is all about.
Taylor Armerding is an independent columnist. Contact

him at t.armerding@verizon.net

Christmas celebrates 
the promise of light

GUEST COLUMN

Even though I don’t recall really be-
lieving in Santa or a moment when I
quashed the concept that there was
one, I do recall specific Christmases. I
remember one at a very early age
where I got a toy rake and hoe as a
gift. Later on in life I realized that this
was probably a move on the part of my
dad to get me ready for the real thing.
You see, we were farmers, and by the
time I was 10 I was in the peanut field
with my own “big boy hoe” chopping
cockle burrs. Smart move on my dad’s
part. He couldn’t talk to you about
psychology, but he knew what
worked. Also, he couldn’t read music,
but he could play the harmonica.
But even though I didn’t really be-

lieve in a Santa, I didn’t go around ex-
pounding on the subject. It’s a good
story and it means well. I’ve read the
old “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa
Claus” letter many times, and I grasp
that it’s about a concept of love, shar-
ing and goodwill toward men. And I
can embrace the metaphor if not the
fat man in the red suit. Also I realize
there are some among us who proba-
bly think that a metaphor is something
you put on a cold sore, and they need
to believe literally. That’s just the way

things are. Or as Leonard Hofstadter
on the “Big Bang Theory” said in one
episode while disguised as a hobbit,
“That’s how we roll in the Shire.”
I guess maybe it’s a good thing that

my understanding of the Santa thing
was a gradual progression as opposed
to a single event. Sometimes when
something happens so abruptly, it can
be traumatic. And depending on one’s
mental acuity, therapy might be re-
quired. One day such a person might
find himself on a therapist’s couch dis-
cussing such thoughts of betrayal at
such an early age.
I think maybe that old song, “I Saw

Mommy Kissing Santa Claus” helped
some youngsters begin to make the
transition from North Pole mythology
into the real world. However, some
may have had a relapse on the subject
with a more recent follow-up titled,
“Grandma Got Run Over By A Rein-
deer.”
Whatever, I wish everyone a very

merry Christmas and a happy New
Year!

Dwain Walden is editor/publisher
of The Moultrie Observer, 

229-985-4545. Email:
dwain.walden@gaflnews.com.
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Have a safe and wonderful New Year

Legion Post 59 Christmas supper
Here are a few scenes from Legion Post 59’s Christmas supper held
recently. The Post 59 next meeting will be on Jan. 21, at 7 p.m.

Smiling faces from one of the tables. 

John Metzger, left, the Post’s second WW2 veteran, along
with Chaplain Al, was able to attend. Peggy and Scott Pe-
terson, center and right, kept him company.

Thomas Robinson got the most looks as many us have
never seen him looking so regal in a suit and tie. He’s with
his daughter, Post Secretary Kimberly Chandler and
Thomas’ wife, Carol. 

Jimmy & Carol Terry.

Folks talked and visited during the supper. 

The tables were packed. 

Melba & Paul Morris enjoyed seating at the head table.

Jule & Millie McGee enjoyed the camaraderie.

Adjutant Skip Trubey kept busy gathering donations for
door prizes and the 50/50 drawing.

Bill Peeler, right, was the winner of the 50/50 drawing of
$630. Skip Trubey cheerfully relinquished the Legion cash. 

Humberto Castellanos introduced his lady friend Aithnid.

A look at Al’s plate before dessert time.  Courtesy photos 

Commander Chris Keeney presided over the Christmas
supper meeting at Branford’s Hatch Park.

Chaplain Al Donovan, by his wife Doris, pronounced the in-
vocation. 

As the first winner of a door prize, Millie McGee got the first
choice of the many table decorations. 
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 SUWANNEE RIVER READINGS
 Branford 2013

 843618

 The water levels provided here refer to the height at the US Hwy. 27 
 bridge in Branford in feet above mean sea level (ft-msl) at the gauging 
 station. In the past the levels were read as gauge height not mean sea level.

 12/16/13...........................10.77

 12/17/13...........................10.85

 12/18/13...........................10.96

 12/19/13...........................11.02

 12/20/13...........................11.03

 12/21/13...........................11.02

 12/22/13...........................10.99

 12/23/13...........................10.96

 Branford
 SCAFF’S SCAFF’S
 Sponsored By:

 386-935-1527
 Supermarket

 789675

 To advertise your business here, 
 call 386-362-1734 

 for more information

 Cherry Lumbert
 Pharmacist

 305 SW US Highway 27
 Branford, Florida 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 Everything For Your Home Recovery
 From Prescriptions to Medical Supplies

 OF BRANFORD

 Mon.-Fri.
 8:30 am-6:00 pm
 Saturday 9am-1pm
 Sunday-Closed

 Now accepting
 Blue Cross Blue Shield

 Health Options

 NORTH FLORIDA 
 PHARMACY

 784394

 PLACE  YOUR
 BUSINESS

 CARD  HERE
 789685

144th Street winter wonderland
Ken and Darthy Smith transform their 144th Street each year into a winter won-

derland filled with all things Christmas. They begin decorating in September. This
year on Dec. 9 they invited a few friends to celebrate the joy of Christmas. 

Several portable buildings display holiday
cheer.

This birthday cake was compliments of
Dairy Queen of Live Oak.

A Christmas cottage fit for an elf.

An inside view of the outside buildings.

Ken and Darthy Smith pose in front of the Christmas tree.
Several friends were available to assist the Smiths Mon-
day evening, Dec. 9.

As always, Darthy's treats were a hit.

Darthy Smith and Jo Ann Matthews (right) prepare to serve seconds...,or maybe the third
helping.

Ken and Darthy Smith begin
decorating for Christmas in
early September.
- Photos: Jeffry Boatright 
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Christina Hilliard joins the
SRWMD as a business

process analyst 

Hilliard

Christina Hilliard
joined the Suwan-
nee River Water
Management Dis-
trict (District) as a
business process an-
alyst within the Ad-
ministrative Ser-
vices Bureau on
Dec. 2. In this ca-
pacity, she will as-
sist in the develop-
ment of the prelimi-
nary and tentative
budget, monitor
fund balances in
special revenue ac-
counts, and assist in
the preparation of
monthly financial
statements and cor-
responding reports,
among other tasks. 
Prior to joining

the District, Hilliard

worked as a book-
keeper for various
companies and as a
freelance bookkeep-
er, where her duties
included general ac-
counting and tax
preparation. 
Hilliard holds a

Bookkeeping Cer-
tificate in Account-
ing from Lapeer
County Vocational
Technical School in
Attica, Mich.
“The District is

pleased to have
Christina Hilliard
join our team to
provide financial
support in our Fi-
nance Office,” said
District Executive
Director Ann Short-
elle. 

Recovery By
The Numbers

group of 
Narcotics

Anonymous 

 Medical  — North Florida Animal 
 Rescue Health Center is now open 
 for all of your pet’s medical 
 needs.  We are a full service, 
 state-of-the-art medical facility 
 that offers spays and neuters, 
 medical treatments, vaccinations, 
 flea and tick control and so much 
 more.  Contact us at 386-963-1354 
 to schedule your appointment.

 Grooming  — North Florida Animal Rescue now 
 offers full service grooming.  Please contact us at 
 386-963-1295 for more information.

 Adoption  — Come to North Florida Animal Rescue 
 to find your forever friend!  We have many dogs and 
 cats ready for adoption.  
 Please contact us at 386-963-1295 or see our
 website at  www.northfloridaanimalresuce.org
 for more information.

 Pavilion  — North Florida Animal Rescue’s pavilion 
 is available for all of your special events.  Weddings, 
 receptions, birthdays and more. Contact us at 
 386-963-1295 for more information.

 842657

 North Florida Animal 
 Rescue Health Center

Meets Wed and Friday
at 7:30 p.m. at St. Luke's
Episcopal Church, 1391
11th St. S.W. Live Oak
386-249-3505 or Help
Line # 866-352-5323,
http://uncoastna.org Re-
covery by the numbers is
not affiliated with St.
Lukes.



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2013� SUWANNEE DEMOCRAT/LIVE OAKPAGE 14A



Section B   Wednesday, December 25, 2013
Suwannee Democrat

SPORTSSPORTS
Boys defeat
Buchholz

Boys beat Branford,
Lafayette

A Suwannee player dribbles the ball past his Fort White opponent earlier in the season. -
Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

SHS basketball Melody basketball

Staff
The Suwannee High School boys bas-

ketball team defeated Buchholz of
Gainesville Dec. 14, in their last game
before press time for this edition. The fi-
nal score was 62-52.
This is the only win for the Bulldogs

varsity team which has experienced very
close upsets. 
The Bulldogs as of this game were at

1-6 overall and 0-2 in 5A District 2.

Nov. 29 Vs. Columbia 58-57 loss
Dec. 3 Vs. Fort White 75-35 loss
Dec. 5 @ Baker County 67-66 loss
Dec. 6 @ Wakulla* 49-41 loss
Dec. 10 @ Rickards* 66-50 loss
Dec. 13 @ Trinity Christian 57-55 loss
Dec. 14 Vs. Buchholz 62-52 win
denotes district game

Staff

The Melody Christian Academy Wild-
cats defeated Branford and Lafayette at
the Suwannee Coliseum recently. 
On Friday, Dec. 13, the boys defeated

Branford, 78-44. Then on Tuesday, Dec.
17, Melody beat Lafayette, 83-50. Both
those games were district matches. 
The boys take a break until Jan. 9 at 7

p.m. when they take on Fort White in
Live Oak. 

A Melody Wildcat in action in a recent match. - Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

Boys look to bounce
back after holiday break
Staff

The Branford High School boys bas-
ketball team is 5-6 overall and 1-4 in 1A
District 5 as of Tuesday, Dec. 17, ac-
cording to MaxPreps.com.
The team, coached by Perry Davis,

lost their last three games. They played
Hamilton County on Dec. 17 for a final
score of 79-52, Hamilton County; on
Dec. 16, they played Meadowbrook
Academy and fell 57-49 and on Dec. 13,
they played Melody Christian Academy
and fell 78-46. 
Prior to those three games, Branford

defeated Lafayette on Dec. 10, 61-60,
and Cedar Key on Dec. 6, 61-55.
The boys are off for the holidays until

Jan. 6, when they host Bell at 8 p.m.

Nov. 19 Vs. Trenton 55-40 win
Nov. 21 Vs. Dixie County64-51 win
Nov. 25 Vs. Bronson 64-34 loss
Nov. 26 @ Trenton 59-41 win
Dec. 3 @ Hamilton County*

78-55 loss
Dec. 5 Vs. Jefferson County*

61-42 loss
Dec. 6 Vs. Cedar Key 61-55 win
Dec. 10 Vs. Lafayette* 61-60 win
Dec. 13 @ Melody Christian*

78-46 loss
Dec. 16 @ Meadowbrook 57-49 loss
Dec. 17 Vs. Hamilton County

79-52 loss
denotes district game

Branford basketball

SMS wrestlers take 2nd

at Falcon Invitational
Submitted 

Suwannee Middle School
wrestlers took second place during
the Falcon Invitational at Lake City
Middle School on Dec. 14. The
tournament lasted for the better
part of the day. 
SMS had many boys take first,

second, third and fourth in their re-
spective weight classes and had the
second most points overall as a
team, earning them the second
place trophy.
SMS wrestling is coached by

Paul Horne with Cory Horne assist-
ing. 

See photo on 3B

SOS soccer
Lady ‘Dogs beat

Eastside
By Doug Mabey
SHS JV soccer head coach

The Suwannee High School Lady
Bulldogs varsity team traveled to
Gainesville again, on Dec. 17, this time
to face an Eastside team who has also
had its share of injuries. They canceled
their JV program in order to pull some
players up to play for the varsity team. 
If Eastside's record was any indica-

tion, this game would be a challenge for
Suwannee. 
The game went the entire first half

without a score. The second half contin-
ued that way until EHS scored the first
goal of the game with 27 minutes left in
the game, off a corner kick with lots of
rebounds and feet involved. 

Suwannee responded just 20 seconds
later with their own goal by Sierra Wad-
dy and assisted by captain Grace Brett.
Suwannee struck again only two minutes
later when Waddy scored again, assisted
again by Brett. There was a lull for about
eight minutes when Suwannee scored
the final goal of the game, this time by
Riley Walczak, assisted by Waddy. 
EHS had a penalty kick late in the

game which was stopped by keeper
Brooke Wainwright, one of 17 saves for
her on the night. 
Suwannee improved their record to 8-

6-0 and Eastside dropped to 12-4-0. 
The ladies take a break from action

until Tuesday, Jan. 7 when they play
Santa Fe at home at 7 p.m.

BHS basketball
Girls beat Cedar Key,
fall to Lafayette
Staff

The Branford High School girls bas-
ketball team is 3-5 overall and 1-2 in 1A
District 5, according to MaxPreps.com. 
The team is coached by Carla Suggs.

The Lady Buccaneers fell to Lafayette
Dec. 10, 49-30 and beat Cedar Key on
Dec. 6, 43-10. They beat Jefferson Coun-
ty in a district match on Dec. 5, 54-41.

SEE GIRLS LAFAYETTE, PAGE 3B

Additional
Santa
letters
page 2B 



Dear Santa,
I have bin good! Arsey helloucotar Medllofet  Spiy

gouglles Spiy gouf DS nitindo Its boutr Ruotonr mostr
truck   Love, Daniel

Dear Santa,
I have ben good this year. I would like a brbedoll and

some new close to go with it. I wold like a new helmet to
go with my bike. And some new stuff for my brbe hoes.
And toy story toys. Some dress up stuff and a TV   Love,
Chloe Waters

Dear Santa,
I ben good at school and I want ole uv the mostr hieye

toy’s on Crismeis Santa pelaea. I love you Santa!  Love,
Emma

Dear Santa,
Foreeler Barby doll Nalie polich Gum, new toy box,

and big tablite. Clock, phon, towlehody comeuter Choret,
clollinder, centers car Crans for school, cabnits, sattle for
my hors Map, cards in a box and my own pupy Makup,
colers, one of those coler thigs that coler on yarn Hair a
crimiss slay a new dress yoy and a book  Love, Cadence

Dear Santa,
I bin good can you git me a chowy and a kind fiyr and

slign and a ipod and a crims tree and a heyr  From Zeela

Dear Santa,
Foreeler Barby doll Naile poich Gum New tow box

And I want a drbi  Love, Antyonise

Dear Santa,
Teder deayes Pokemon game and a Fon And I want a

gun ball mushen I want a mracer mushen and a yoyo.
Love, Thomas

Dear Santa,
I bin rile good this yer I wood lik a brbey and a Irens

and a hooloa a prtey pesl a tede bara bik and a pet kras
and papr have a mil makaa snow.   Love, Catalina

Dear Santa,
I’ve bin good this yir. I want a SUV moststr simi I do

avre tang in the wold I love you Santa.  I biliv in you San-
ta. Logo Fire Man Logo
Kit Goldn TV Gost radr 3,
4, 5, 6, 100, 200, 300, and
400 DVD  Love, Tristan
White

Dear Santa,
I bnwrin good. I wout a

game in I wrut bik in I wrut
a brasi brow in I wout a
mruth tuck in I wout lego
stret in wout a mr user
nomes in I wout a frow tess
nomes in I wout a dog
mom dog in wout nraner in
I wout afron druck bik
Mraw crims   Love
Christopher

Dear Santa,
I with I can toc to the elf

frevr and frever becus
sumtis I fil sad and lole
bimisef.  Love, Cason

Mrs. Marvette Gwinn
Suwannee Primary

School
First Grade
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 9980 Hwy 90 (at CR49)
 Live Oak, FL 32060

 Wings

 59 ¢

 Open 6am -7pm
 7 Days A Week

SEE SANTA, PAGE 5B
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Additional Santa letters 
We apologize, these letters were left off the Santa letters

that were published in Friday's edition. 

Mrs. Mandy Ramsey’s
First Grade Class

Dear Santa,
I want a BorBrBe. and I want to a SKOODr  Love,

Hailey

Dear Santa,
I Ben rilly good So I want a oWt Futidid SKoodr and a

litll BaBe dog.  Love,  Timothy

Dear Santa,
I wood like to have a Lego hingog for CriSmis and A

IPad and a X Boxe 360 and a 3DS and a Bulldogs short
love,  Tayvin

Dear Santa,
I ipod and a tess nomes a Santa toy   Love, Michael 

 842455

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol
 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 JUST LISTED-  3/1 1/2 bath on 10  acres. Home needs some finish work.  Large pond in the back yard and small  creek. $65,000. MLS#85974 Hamilton  County

 LOVELY 2/2 DWMH  on 1.5 acres.  Priced to sell. Larger than it looks, this  home has no wasted space. Spacious  bedrooms and baths. Move-in ready.  $69,000. Call Nelda Hatcher, 386-688- 8067 MLS#81372  www.RealEstateShows.com/656604

 HOME ON THE SUWANNEE ,  ready for you to move in. Completely  furnished, Big screen TV, stereo  system, blueray, ping-pong table for the  kids or your self. Bring all offers.  $79,900. Call Ric Donovan, 386-590- 1298 MLS#85646

 BRING THE HORSES!  Secluded  and private 3/2 brick home with a super  large family room sitting on 10 acres.  Professionally built horse barn with 6  stalls and tack rooms, metal work shop,  board fencing. $110,000. Call William  Golightly, 386-590-6681 MLS#85571

 JUST LISTED-  1,800+ sq.f.t, 3/2.  Convenient location to shopping,  hospital, and interstate. Great home  with screen porch, side entrance  garage, fireplace, paved circular drive.  $122,500. MLS#85947 Columbia  County

 REDUCED!  3/2 DWMH in  Butterfield Acres. Split floor plan,  spacious kitchen, workshop. Close  to the Advent Christian Village.  $110,000. Call Nelda Hatcher, 386- 688-8067 MLS#84670  www.RealEstateShows.com/696545

 LARGE BRICK HOME  on 5 acres,  mostly in maturing planted pines, nice  landscaped yard around home w/koi  pond. Covered in-ground pool w/solar  heating, chain link fencing, & pole  barn. $250,000. William Golightly,  386-590-6681 MLS#85214

 55+ ACRE FARMÅc w/ beautiful 2  story home. All bedrooms downstairs,  bonus room upstairs, high ceilings, dbl  sided FP & the character of an older  home. In-ground pool, partial wrap  around porch, pasture, woods and much  more. $425,000. Kellie Shirah, 386- 208-3847 MLS#84924   

 NATURE LOVERS  Åcthe wildlife are  guaranteed to come visit the  running  creek on this private 46 acres with 3/2  brick home built in 2005. Offers open  floor plan overlooking the pool  enclosure, paved driveway, 2 car garage  and 2 storage buildings. $428,000  MLS#84892 ask for Kellie
 REDUCED-  BEAUTIFUL natural wooded 2 acre lot with no deed restrictions.  Great for land/home package $12,900  Call Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#77773 LOT ON CR 250-  1 acre close to Dowling Park. Site built or mobile homes allowed. Property has well, septic, and  power pole in place. $18,000. Call Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-8067 MLS#85552 CLOSE TO TOWN-  5 acres with paved road frontage. Huge granddaddy oaks and some planted pines. Well on  property. $24,000. Call David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#85800 NICE  little home with room for the horse. Some of the property pasture and some wooded. 3/2 DWMH & 4 ac. $54,900. David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#83455
 CUTE  2/1 home on 1 acre. Paved road, very secluded and private. Fenced. Less than 3 miles from Charles sp rings/ Boat ramp. $69,900. Call Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498.
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SPORTS

 PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION
 SPECIAL SPECIAL

 OPEN
 SAT

 8-NOON
 $29 95 $29 95 $29 95
 Includes up to 5 QTS of
 Honda recommended oil

 Plus Tax & Disposal

 Open Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30  80
87

05

 Little Jon’s
 386-219-0315
 Open Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

 Saturday: 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

 10 %
 All Parts Purchased

 OFF

 822476

 Locally Owned & 
 Independently 
 Operated

 All Retail Purchases

 * Excludes commercial and special price items

 84
16

01

 1629 N. Ohio Ave. (Hwy. 129) 
 Live Oak, FL 32064 • 386-362-5020

 JOHN’S LAWN EQUIPMENT
 Mon. - Fri. 7-5:30pm

 www.Johnslawneq.com

 $ 149 95 $ 179 95

 $ 159 95

Girls beat Cedar
Key, fall to
Lafayette

The ladies return to action following the holiday break
to play Lafayette in a rematch on Jan. 7. 

Nov. 11 @ Madison County 65-45 loss
Nov. 19 Vs. Trenton 26-20 loss
Nov. 21 Vs. Dixie County 50-10 win
Nov. 25 Vs. Bronson 40-35 loss
Nov. 26 @ Trenton 59-46 loss
Dec. 3 @ Hamilton County* 62-55 loss
Dec. 5 Vs. Jefferson County* 54-41 win
Dec. 6 Vs. Cedar Key 43-10 win
Dec. 10 Vs. Lafayette* 49-30 loss
* denotes district game

Continued From Page 1B

Malik Jones feels pressure from the Fort White Indian.  -
Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

Boys defeat Buchholz

SMS wrestlers take 2nd at Falcon Invitational

The team took second on Dec. 14. See 1B for the story.  Courtesy photo



hclub.yolasite.com/
If you have any questions please feel free to email 
Us at ponyexpress4h@hotmail.com or call
Katherine King (386) 209-1524

Florida Telecommunications Relay
A representative from Florida Telecommunications Re-

lay, Inc will be at Beltone Hearing Aid Center, located at
109 East Howard Street in Live Oak on the first Monday
of every month to distribute FREE Hard of Hearing tele-
phones.   Also, free hearing screening are available, if
there are any questions or to schedule an appointment call
Candi at 386-362-5452.
Florida Trail Association Suwannee Chapter meetings 
Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month,

except in July and Aug., at the Suwannee River Water
Management District Office, from 7-9 p.m.  The SRWMD
office is located on US 90 and CR 49, two miles east of
Live Oak. The public is cordially invited to attend.
The mission of the FTA is to develop, maintain, promote

and protect a continuous public hiking trail the length of
the state of Florida, called the Florida National Scenic

Suwannee Amateur Radio Club 
First Tuesday, social at 6:30 p. m., followed by regular

meeting at 7, at its club house, located north of I10 &
US129, Live Oak.  Call for exact location and directions.
Visitors are always welcome!  The club offers periodic
testing for your ham license.  The club's web site is
www.suwanneearc.org.  Amateur radio operators (HAMS)
provide emergency radio communications for those orga-
nizations involved in emergencies like law enforcement,
hospitals, shelters and the American Red Cross.  Contact
the club's president, Ron, 688-4057,  for more informa-
tion.

Toys for Kids +
Over the past years generous and loving folks of our

area have helped us fulfill the Christmas wishes of needy
children that might not otherwise have had a Christmas.
Many of the families have requested food, blankets and
shoes. Should you know of a child that needs help, or if
you would like to sponsor a child or family in need, you
may call Roger Burnside at 386-935-3343.

You may drop off your donations at the Branford Town
Hall, O’Brien Feed and Hardware Store, and Thompson
Construction, or at 25241 SR 247 in O’Brien. 
No donation is too small and all will be greatly appreci-

ated. 
Artisans and Growers Market 

0pens in the Wirick-Simmons Garden
At the corner of Pearl and Cherry Streets
This market will be open the first Saturday of each

month from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
If you Make it -- Bake it --  Grow it -- or Sew it, you can

sell it here
$5.00 for your table – We furnish three canopy tents
$10.00 for 12x12 space on lawn for your tent or pick-up
All proceeds benefit the Monticello Old Jail Museum
For more information Contact:
Anne H. Holt
Phone: 850-576-0721
E-Mail: ahholt@ahholt.com

Boy Scout Troop 693 has new sponsor, 
meeting location

Boy scout troop 693,
Harry Reeve scoutmaster,
troop693@windstream.net,
(386) 590-6121, have be-
gun meeting at the Live
Oak Shrine Club, 11557
100th Street, on Thursdays,
6:30 - 8 p. m. 
The Shrine Club has re-

cently become its charter
organization! 
Membership is open to

11-17 year-old boys. 
Attention bridge players
A group of bridge players

meet every Monday at 6
p.m. at Sakura Restaurant,
1548 S. Ohio Ave., Live
Oak to play Chicago bridge.
We have openings for play-
ers. Please contact Lucille
Heinrich at 362-5995 for
more information.
Want to learn bridge or

brush up on your skills?
Meet at Sakura Restaurtant
on Monday at 5 p.m. for an
hour of FREE tutoring.
Contact Lucille Heinrich at
362-5995 to register.

Line Dance
Lessons                

Free each Wed night at
7:30 p.m.
Spirit of the Suwannee

Music Park, Live Oak,
Florida
Pony Express & North
Florida Equestrian Team
Open/4-H horse shows.

Jan. 18, Feb. 1, March 1,
Last show TBA.  Registra-
tion starts at 9 a.m. Classes
at 10 a.m. Bob Holmes are-
na 1302 11th SW Live Oak,
Fla. 32060. 
Collective points, end of

the series awards & ban-
quet, 1st - 6th place rib-
bons, Halter Grand & Re-
serve. Photographer, con-
cession, covered arena, &
plenty of shaded parking. 
$6 per class, $40 ride all

day, multi horse & family
discounts. $5 ground fee for
non showing horses. Cur-
rent coggins is required. 
Pre Registration starting

at http://ponyexpress4-
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College basketball's snooze season almost done

Tom Lindley

Tom Lindley 
CNHI News Service

One of the best Christmas
presents that college bas-
ketball fans receive is the
end of the dreadful, pre-
conference schedule.
Until this point in the sea-
son, except for a few
made-for-TV match-ups,
competitive offerings are
slim. Most college powers
set up schedules guaran-
teeing 10 wins by the time
they play their first con-
ference game of the sea-
son.
That’s becoming a prob-
lem for college basketball,
where the early games are
oftentimes boring and the
outcomes mostly assured.
It’s good for a coach who
wants to pad his schedule,
but not so for fans who
pay good money to watch
bad teams.
Recent estimates of the
Rating Percentage Index
(RPI) used to evaluate
teams at the end of the
season, which factors

schedule strength, showed
that Indiana so far has
played seven teams
ranked 150th or lower.
The Hoosiers aren’t alone.
Louisville claims six vic-
tories against bottom-
feeders, while Kentucky,
UCLA and Duke have
five. The list could be
much longer.
Conversely teams with the
poorest records play the
toughest schedules.
Among the Top 10 in the
Strength of Schedule
rankings thus far are
North Dakota (1-6), Oak-
land (2-9), Santa Barbara
(4-3) and Grambling (0-
4). They do get paid well -
in ticket receipts - for
their beatings.
It wasn’t always this way.
When Denny Crum
coached Louisville to two
national championships,
he loaded up the early
portion of his schedules in
hopes of getting his teams
ready for conference play.
For instance, in 1985, his
pre-New Year schedule in-

cluded Miami (Ohio), St.
John’s, Tulsa, Kansas,
Purdue, Indiana and Ken-
tucky. It worked. The Car-
dinals won the 1986
NCAA crown.
Today’s soft schedules
make it harder to tell
which teams are the better
ones in the opening weeks
of the season. It’s general-
ly safe to say the powers

use the initial weeks to re-
load and work new play-
ers into their systems.
The most interesting as-
pect of the season so far
has been the introduction
of high-level freshman
phenoms. Given the hype,
big things were to be ex-
pected at Kentucky,
Kansas and Duke. So far,
the freshmen have played
well, but not like the
memorable, one-and-done
game-changers they were
projected to be.
Syracuse coach Jim Boe-
heim was the first to ac-
knowledge that not all
that glitters is gold. Good
players, yes; great play-
ers, no. At least so far.
“There’s no player that’s
out there on the horizon
that’s a Tim Duncan or a
LeBron James,” he said.
“I’ve seen all these guys
play. I think they’re very
talented players. They’re
not that kind of player.”
That’s not the assessment
that was expected at John
Calipari U., where the

freshmen had already
been dubbed “the greatest
class ever.”  There was
banter about an undefeat-
ed season at Kentucky, but
Calipari's Wildcats have
already lost three games.
A showdown against de-
fending national champi-
on Louisville is on tap for
Dec. 28.
It’s been much the same at
Kansas, where Andrew
Wiggins arrived on cam-
pus amid comparisons to
former Jayhawk star Wilt
Chamberlain. Three early-
season losses have tem-
pered those comments,
but Kansas has played the
toughest schedule of the
major powers so far, much
to its credit.
Duke is off to an 8-2 start
and looks to have the best
freshman in the country in
6-foot-8 Jabari Parker,
who is averaging 22
points a game. The Blue
Devils have been ranked
in the Top 10 dating back
222 games. That’s likely
to continue.

All these teams should
survive the two month-
plus grind of conference
games to play in the
NCAA Tournament in
March. How far they go
will depend on whether
the freshmen have ma-
tured as college players
and shaken off bad habits
from high school and
AAU.
Calipari summed up the
situation accurately in an
assessment of his own
players this week on his
website, but it probably
could go for other bud-
ding stars, as well. “They
are great kids,” he said,
“but they have bad basket-
ball habits they keep
falling back to.”
The good news is that the
shake-out is about over.
The days of playing no-
names will be done, and it
will be time to step up and
play or get out of the way.

Tom Lindley is a CNHI
sports columnist. Reach
him at tlindley@cnhi.com

Calendar of Events
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Dear Santa Claus,
I like to make chocolate chip cookies

with my momma.  Please bring me three
things for Christmas.  I would like a
phone, a baby doll and a playhouse.
Love, Melanie Jones

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been very good to drisl. Please

bring me three things for Christmas. I
would like an i fon, a shiny red fishin pole
and a litl radio.  I would like to see one of
your randir. Love,  Case Sansousi

Dear Santa,
I am a good football player. Would you

bring me three things for Christmas? I
would like an I pode, a football and a
socker ball.  How do you make all those
toys?  Love,  Christian Harrell

Dear Santa Claus,
I been wrking on my behavr very, very,

much and I made it.  I am hapey because
my teacher bought me a happy meal from
Dairy Queen.  Would you bring me three
things? I would like a tent, a four wheeler
and a train set. Those are fun to play with.
How do your reindeers fly?     Love, Alex
McLeod

Dear Santa Claus,
I am a very nice girl. Please bring me

three things. I would like two wii games,
a furbee and a tede bear with clothes.  I
would love these rile much.  How do you
drop off the presents?     Love,  Emaysa
Blue

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been very nice to my bruthr.

Would you bring me three things? I would
like an I Pod, a goodtor and a new book-
bag.  How do you make all the presents?
Love, Caylee Coffman

Dear Santa Claus,
I play with my frinds on the swings.

Would you bring me three things? I would
like a flutter fly fairy, a Barbie doll that
has long hair and a sony TV in my room.
How are your elfs doing?    Love,  Janiya
Washington

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been very nice to my friends.

Would you bring me three things? I would
like a purple bike, a snowman puzzle and
some black boots. How many elfs are
watching us? 

Love,   Sara Sulliva
Dear Santa Claus,

I have been a nice boy. Would you bring
me three things? I would like an exbox
360, an intendow 3DS, and a flat screen
TV. Do you wat a lot of cookies?  Love,
Riley Warner

Dear Santa,
I play football with my brothers. Would

you bring me three things? I would like an
ipod, a PSP and a tablet. What do your
wife look like?   Love,  Elijah Ivey

Dear Santa Claus,
I like to help my teacher.  Would you

bring me three things? I would like a play
piano, a Barbie house, and a monster high
barbie.  How do you make all the toys?
Love, Logan Flowers

Dear Santa Claus,
I have been nice. Would you bring me

three things? I would like an Xbox, new
Nike shoes and a motorcycle.  Love,  Ja-
marion Thomas

Dear Santa Claus,
I help people in my class take their AR

tests.  Would you bring me three things? I
would like black boots with fur on them,
a head bands act up and a new Barbie
shirt.  Love,  Jakiya Washington 
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 Spending significant time in close proximity to others indoors 
 can make people more susceptible to the flu. As a result, 
 winter, when people typically spend more time indoors than 
 outdoors, is often dominated by the sniffling and sneezing 
 synonymous with the flu. But men and women can take steps 
 to protect themselves from the flu this season.

 * Get a flu shot. Some people prefer to avoid getting a flu shot 
 because they want to build up their natural immunities or they 
 believe the shots can make them sick. But most flu shots 
 contain an inactive virus that will not make you sick, and will 
 only trigger your body’s immune system response to a foreign 
 invader. It can take a couple of weeks for full immunity to 
 develop, so it’s possible to still get sick even after a flu shot has 
 been administered. Also, a flu shot does not guarantee 
 recipients won’t get the flu. People can still get the flu after 
 receiving a flu shot, as it may be another strain of the virus. But 
 flu shots are largely effective.

 * Quit smoking. Smoking cigarettes and cigars can affect the 
 immune system and also compromise the body in a number of 
 different ways. Smoking can disable mechanisms in your 
 breathing passageways that serve as natural repellants to the 
 flu. These include the hairs on the lungs that brush away 
 contaminants. Smoking also can create holes in the lining of 
 lower air passages, and such holes can make people more 
 susceptible to illness, including the flu. Smokers who get the flu 
 typically find that the flu further complicates their ability to 
 breathe.

 * Avoid sick people. When those around you are sick, it is best 
 to keep your distance, especially when those people have the 
 flu. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention state that 
 people with the flu can spread it to others up to six feet away. 
 Flu viruses are spread mainly by droplets of bodily fluids 
 expelled during coughing, sneezing and even talking. This is 
 why doctors recommend that anyone who has the flu stay 
 home from work or school until they are fully recovered.

 * Be especially cautious when pregnant. According to Dr. 
 Cameron Wolfe, an infectious disease specialist at Duke 
 University Medical Center, women who are pregnant are at a 
 higher risk of compli-cations and even death from influenza. 
 Doctors don’t fully 
 understand why, but 
 many feel that because 
 the flu can compromise a 
 woman’s ability to breathe 
 well, this makes it difficult 
 for oxygen to be passed 
 on to the fetus. Pregnant 
 women should speak with 
 their obstetricians about 
 the safety of the flu shot.

 * Get plenty of rest and 
 good food. Adequate 
 sleep and a healthy diet 
 can bolster your immune 
 system. It’s important to 
 stay hydrated, eat fruits 
 and vegetables rich in 
 vitamin C and prioritize 
 getting a good night’s 
 sleep each night.

 * Beware of homeopathic 
 remedies. Always check 
 with a doctor before 
 adding any natural 
 remedies to your flu-
 fighting repertoire. While 
 some supplements like elderberry syrup, zinc and 
 oscillococcinum can mitigate symptoms of the flu, there’s no 
 solid evidence that these items offer any preventative value. 
 Homeopathic remedies also can interfere with medications or 
 may be dangerous to a developing fetus, so do not take these 
 substances without first checking with a doctor.

 Easy ways to enjoy a flu-free winter

 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 783
926

˙

 Physical Therapy

 800726

 Locally Owned & Operated

 Live Oak  208-1414
 Lake City      755-8680

 • Medicare, Protegrity
 • Blue Cross, Av Med

 John Palmer, Physical Therapist
 Lacey Bailey, Physical Therapist Assistant

 H C  Healthcore, Inc.
 “Meeting All Your Rehabilitative Needs”

 H C  Healthcore, Inc.

 A Medicare Certified Rehabilitation Agency

 • Physical Therapy • Specializing In Arthritis • Fibromyalgia
  •  Geriatrics • Spinal & Joint Pain • Sports Injuries • Work Injuries

  • Pediatrics • Manual Therapy •"Lymphedema

 URGENT  CARE MEDICAL DOCTORS OFFICE

 Dr. Brij Rana, M.D., Tammi Smith, Dee Smallwood CNA,
 Cassidy Chirino and Dr. Anjana Rana, MD.

 Sat. & Sun.
 10 am- 2 pm
  Mon.-Fri.
 8 am-5 pm

 Live Oak Office
 386-208-1200
 609 SW 5th St.
 (Behind Auto Zone)

 Jasper Office
 386-792-2985
 413 SW 5th Ave.

 Two Locations
 To Serve You

 Open 7 Days
 a Week

 Sat. & Sun.
 10 am - 2pm

 Walk-ins
 And

 Same Day
 Appointments
 Available

 Efficient, Affordable, Alternative to ER Visits
 Medicare, BCBS, Self-Pay and Most Insurance Accepted 

 837
756

 Family Dentistry
 HERBERT C.
 MANTOOTH,

 D.D.S, P.A.
 602 Railroad Ave., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 362-6556
 1-800-829-6506
 (Out of Suwannee County)  783927

 80
65

31

Calendar of Events
Trail, and other side and loop trails, to-
gether called the Florida Trail System. Fur-
ther, they are dedicated to educating the
public by teaching appreciation for and
conservation of the natural beauty of Flori-
da, and to provide opportunities for hiking,
camping and other outdoor experiences. 

For further information, you may go to
the Florida Trail Suwannee Chapter web-
site at: suwannee.floridatrail.org, or
Suwannee MeetUp Group at: www.meet-
up.com/suwannee-FTA. You may also con-
tact the Chapter Chair, Irvin Chance, at an-
dachance@msn.com or by phone at 386-
330-2424.

American Legion Post 107
Monthly meetings on the first Thursday

of each month at 12 p.m. All active duty
military members & veterans are invited to
attend. Contact Don Urwiller at 386-362-
5987. Post 107 location is 129 S., turn left
at the American Flag and POW/MIA flag
on to 142nd St. Post is 1 mile on the right.

American Legion Post 107
Turkey Shoot is held every other Satur-

day behind the Legion Post starting at
12:30 p.m. We have 8 rounds of fun and
excitement and the winner of each round
will receive either beef, pork, turkey or
$$$$. Turkey Shoot is OPEN to the public.
Call 386-362-5987 for more information.
Post 107 location is 129 S., turn left at the
American Flag and POW/MIA flag on to
142nd St. Post is 1 mile on the right.

The Live Oak Art Guild 
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday

of each month (except July and Decem-
ber), at the Suwannee River Regional Li-
brary. Each meeting has a business agenda
followed by refreshments and a program.
We welcome all who are interested to at-
tend. 
Applications to fill vacancy at Advisory

Council

Elder Options is a private, non-profit
agency designated by the Florida Depart-
ment of Elder Affairs to administer state
and federal grant programs for seniors and
caregivers in 16 counties.  We serve as the
Area Agency on Aging, 1-800 Elder
Helpline, and Aging and Disability Re-
source Center.  

Currently, we are accepting applications
to fill a vacancy on our Advisory Council
in Suwannee County.  Applicants must be
a resident of the County and should have
an active interest in social and nutrition
programs for older persons.  

Members of the Advisory Council serve
on a voluntary basis without pay. For an
application or more information, visit our
website at www.agingresources.org.  You
can also contact Cindy Roberts at (352)
692-5260 or robertsc@agingresources.org.

The First Baptist clothes closet 
Invites you to their clothes closet. We are

located at 515 SW 5th St. (the old red barn
that was Cheryl’s Buffet). It is open the
first and third Thursday of every month
from 8 a.m. until noon. 

The clothing is free and ranges in sizes
from newborn to plus sizes for men,
women and children. 

We look forward to seeing you there.
Celebrate Recovery, a Christ-centered

recovery program
Freedom from your hurts, habits, and

hang-ups. Something doesn’t feel quite
right? Are hurts from the past haunting
you? Do you feel like your life is out of
control? Are you tired of making the same
mistakes over and over again? Does it
seem like certain habits have taken control
of your life? Join us at Melody Church
every Friday night! Fellowship/dinner at 6
p.m., group discussion at 7 p.m. Visit
Melody Church at 10046 US HW 129 in
Live Oak, call 386-364-4800, or call Greg
Player at 386-688-1454 for more infor-
maiton.

Continued From Page 4B

Continued From Page 2B

Additional Santa letters 
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CLASSIFIEDS

 784025

 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

842458

FirstDay

 Adoption
 UNPLANNED  PREGNANCY ? Adoption-A  brave & selfless choice. Medical,  living & counseling expenses  paid. Choose the loving &  financially secure family.  Compassionate Atty. Lauren  Feingold 24/7 866-633-0397  www.fklhearttoheart.net #0958107
 A childless , young, successful  woman seeks to adopt.  Will be  HANDS-ON Mom!  Financial  security.  Expenses paid.  Visit: www.jodi2adopt.webs.co m / , call Jodi  1-800-718-5516 or text 609-770- 1255. Adam Sklar  #0150789
 Help   Wanted
 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW! Learn to drive  for US Xpress! Earn $700 per  week! No experience needed!  Local CDL Training. Job ready  in 15 days! (888)368-1964
 Heavy Equipment  Operator  Training! Bulldozers, Backhoes,  Excavators. 3 Weeks Hands On Program.  Local Job Placement Assistance.  National Certifications. GI Bill Benefits  Eligible. 1-866-362-6497
 Experienced OTR  Flatbed  Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm  loaded. $1000 sign on to  Qualified drivers. Home most  weekends. Call: (843)266-3731 /  www.bulldoghiway.com.  EOE
 Miscellaneous
 AIRLINE CAREERS  begin  here – Get FAA approved  Aviation Maintenance Technician  training. Housing and Financial  aid for qualified students. Job  placement assistance. Call AIM 

 866-314-3769
 Schools & Instruction
 You can become  an expert in  HVAC installation and repair.  Pinnacle Career Institute Online  HVAC education in as little as 12  months. Call us today: 1-877- 651-3961 or go online:  www.HVAC-Online- Education.com

 Condos
 Condos for Sale

 FLORIDA WATERFRONT 
 CONDO LIQUIDATION 
 SALE!   Brand new 2BR/2BA 
 1,690sf luxury condo only 
 $149,900 Originally under 
 contract for $365,000.
 Near downtown Orlando & all 
 theme parks/attractions.  Must 
 see.  Call now 877-333-0272, 
 x 173

 Help Wanted

 Experienced OTR Flatbed 
 Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm 
 loaded.  $1000 sign on to 
 Qualified drivers. Home most 
 weekends. Call: (843)266-
 3731 / 
 www.bulldoghiway.com . 
 EOE

 DRIVER TRAINEES 
 NEEDED NOW!   Learn to 
 drive for US Xpress! Earn 
 $700 per week! No 
 experience needed! Local 
 CDL Traning. Job ready in 
 15 days! (888)368-1964

 Heavy Equipment 
 Operator Training!
 Bulldozers, Backhoes, 
 Excavators.

 3 Weeks Hands On Program. 
 Local Job Placement 
 Assistance. National
 Certifications. GI Bill Benefits 
 Eligible. 1-866-362-6497

 Real Estate/ Land for Sale

 BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN 
 BARGAIN! 
 25 acres only $84,900. 
 Beautifully wooded rolling
 mountaintop terrain, backs up 
 to national forest. Enjoy 
 stream, abundant wildlife, 
 spectacular views, trails 
 throughout. Paved rd frontage 
 municipal water, utilities - all 
 completed. Excellent 
 financing. Call now 866-952-
 5303, x 83

 Real Estate/ Lots & Acreage

 TENN. LAND BARGAIN 
 WITH FREE BOAT SLIP!
 1.70 acres meadows overlooks 
 140 acre Nature Preserve, 
 streams & ponds. Only 
 $19,900. 6.1 acre hardwoods 
 Only $27,900. FREE boat 
 slips. Excellent financing, little 
 down. Call now 1-877-888-
 0267, x446

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 12-24-13 — 12-31-13

 842458
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 841777

 A  C hristmas M essage from C ass

 CASS BURCH

 M erry C hristmas from our family to yours!

      Wow what a year! As we reflect back on the end of our 15th year, it is so 
 humbling to realize just how blessed we are. These blessings have come in the 
 form of so many wonderful new friends and customers with relationships that 
 we will treasure forever. 
      We are so grateful for those of you who have made us your Automotive 
 Dealer of choice. It has been a sincere pleasure serving you and your family 
 while earning your trust & loyalty. We are encouraged about the upturn in the 
 economy and certain that if we all unite together our nation’s future will be 
 bright.
      We completed our first full year at the Chevrolet Dealership in Quitman. 
 We are humbled by your overwhelming response to our offering the Chevy 
 brand. The growth has been phenomenal, and we are excited about our 
 expansion plans for 2014.   It is an honor to now be able to offer you the sale 
 and service of a full line of Chevrolet vehicles in Quitman; as well as Chrysler, 
 Dodge, Jeep, & Ram vehicles in both Valdosta & Quitman.
      We have only been able to accomplish so much because of the Lord’s favor 
 and yours; we thank you both for that. We are extremely grateful to live in a 
 community that values friendship, and a country, that thanks to so many brave 
 young men and women, remains the enduring symbol of freedom throughout 
 the world.
      Please take the time to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. In today’s 
 society, with so many distractions and secular groups trying to remove any 
 resemblance of Christ from Christmas, I pray that you will focus on what is 
 really important.
      This special season is about family, love, kindness, generosity, and the true 
 peace on earth that began in a manger some 2000 years ago. With the birth of 
 that child, who has been called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
 Father and the Prince of Peace we have been given hope and a destiny that 
 will last for eternity. Scripture tells us that children are a true gift from the 
 Lord. We thank our Heavenly Father for ours and for yours during this special 
 season. I pray His blessings on you & your family this Christmas and 
 throughout the New Year.

 Your friend in the car business,

                                          C ass 
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