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The Great Suwannee River Race held
Saturday, May 18, was once again an

event of water fun, good natured
rivalries, fast kayaks and innovative

rafts! See photos online at suwannee
democrat.com and in print on 14A.

GREAT SUWANNEE
RIVER RACE

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Suwannee County Schools Director
of Human Resources Dr. Bill Brothers
provided board members with an esti-
mation of potential reductions in staff
on May 14 for the 2013-14 school
year. Should the proposed reductions
be enforced for the upcoming school

year, the school system will cut eight
instructional and one district director
position.
Using the common method of Full-

time Equivalent, 6,045.91 students
were enrolled in the Suwannee County
School system during the 2010-11
school year. In 2011-12, that number
dropped to 5,931.99 and again in
2012-13 to 5,838. Over the past three

years, local public education has seen
a reduction of about 200 students.
According to Brothers, it’s not un-

common for the student population
numbers to fluctuate. 
“I’ve been with the school system

now for about 30 years, and we always
seem to stay around 5,800. I believe
the highest I’ve ever seen it (number
of students enrolled) was 6,300,” he
said.

Student enrollment has dropped by 200 in past 3 years

Schools staff reduction could be looming

SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE 10A

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Crime in Suwannee Coun-
ty dropped 12.7 percent in
2012 compared to 2011, ac-
cording to the Annual Uni-
form Crime Report released
Thursday by the Florida De-
partment of Law Enforce-
ment.
Crime in the state dropped

6.5 percent, according to the
report. 
The Suwannee County

Sheriff’s Office posted a sig-
nificant decrease in crime

CRIME
RATE TAKES
A PLUNGE

HERE
Report from FDLE
shows county crime
dropped 12.7%
from 2011 to 2012

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee County
School Board held a work-
shop at the District Office re-
cently. Here are a few high-
lights from the meeting.

Common Core coming in
Director of Curriculum

Dawn Lamb stood before the
board to discuss Common
Core training for teachers and
staff. According to Lamb,
Common Core is a set of
standards accepted by most
states including Florida. By
the 2014-15 school year,
Common Core standards
must be fully implemented in
the classrooms.

School
board

round-up
Highlights from a
recent workshop

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

About 700 people filled the
track at Suwannee High School
Friday night to raise money for
the fight against cancer. Nearly
every person has been directly
impacted or knows someone
who has battled cancer. Relay for
Life is a fundraising event that is
held around the world that is on
a quest to find a cure for cancer.
“We had an awesome time Fri-

day night,” said Denny Tomp-
kins, Relay for Life event coor-
dinator. 
The all-night event kicked off

with opening ceremonies at 6
p.m., followed by the survivor’s
lap. 
Following the opening laps,

cancer survivors and their care-
givers were treated to a free bar-
becue chicken dinner. After a
nice meal, the crowd made their
way back to the track to partici-
pate in more laps.
“We had about 24 teams show

up to support our survivors and
had about 70 survivors in atten-

Relay for Life

Mending hearts, curing cancer
$18K raised at
track event,
bringing total
to about $55K

These young men had fun at Relay for Life Friday night at the SHS track in Live Oak. See more photos from
the event in Friday’s Democrat. - Photo: Bryant Thigpen 

ONLINE EXTRA
See a video from 
Relay for Life on our website at
suwanneedemocrat.com.

SEE RELAY FOR LIFE, PAGE 7A

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@

gaflnews.com

The American Le-
gion Post 107 together
with the local Disabled
American Veterans will
be hosting this year’s

Memorial Day ceremo-
ny to honor the men
and women who fought
in the armed forces.
The ceremony will be
held on Monday, May

Celebrating Memorial Day 
Tribute to our fallen heroes

The Veteran’s Memorial section at Live Oak
Cemetery. - Photo: Andrew McGee

SEE CELEBRATING,
PAGE 7A

Friends and family gathered at the Dou-
glass Center in Live Oak on Saturday
for May Day Fun Day, a celebration of

the Emancipation Proclamation. Begin-
ning at 10 a.m., guests enjoyed snow-
cones, delicious cooked meals, ven-
dors, arts and crafts, games, bounce
house, music and much more. Cap-

tured in this pictured, a little girl asks
this local vendor about her jewelry. 

- Photo: Bryant Thigpen

A fun day for
May Day

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Editor’s note: This is the final
part of a five week series titled
“Are we ready?”, in which we
delve into storm preparedness
locally. This part focuses on the
question “Are we ready for the
big storm?”
Residents who live in Florida

know that it’s not always sun-

Are we ready for
‘The Big One?’

ARC BENEFIT
TOURNAMENT
A SUCCESS
OVER $5,200
RAISED
SEE SPORTS 1B
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message to express their thoughts, good or
bad, 24/7 about issues and politics, but not
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jeff.waters@gaflnews.com. Your name is not
required, but you must
adhere to no more than
200 words. 
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�

SuwanneeCounty Part of  
“The Original Florida”

 Class of 2013
 Let your 

 graduates know 
 how proud you 
 are of them!!

 Friends and Family of 
 Suwannee High & 
 Branford High   

 Seniors, place your 
 congratulations ad by 
 Friday, May 24 th  for 
 our special graduation 
 tab to be published in 
 the May 31 st  edition on 

 the Suwannee 
 Democrat.

 806049

 Call Treena Pruitt at 
 362-1734 ext 103 for 

 more details.

 806655

 807836 807836

 Since 1924,. Camp Weed 
 Campers have been forming 

 lifelong friendships,
 experiencing new adventures 
 and exploring their faith in 
 our welcoming Christian 

 community.  All denominations 
 are welcome.

 
 

 

 For more information on camps in June and July, 
 please call 386-364-5250 Or visit www.campweed.org

 !

 Safe surroundings.� Enriching environments.� Friendships forever.

 808917

 Don’t Drive to Lake City 
 or Gainesville for your 

 Grad gift. Come visit our 
 unique gift shop for the 

 perfect gift for him or her.
 Located at the Village 
 Square Dowling Park

  658-5771
 Hours: Mon – Sat 10am-5pm

Editor’s note: The
Suwannee Democrat prints
the entire arrest record
each week. If your name
appears here and you are
later found not guilty or the
charges are dropped, we
will be happy to make note
of this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is pre-
sented to us by you or the
authorities.

The following abbrevia-
tions are used below:

SCSO-Suwannee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office

LOPD-Live Oak Police
Department

FDLE-Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement

FHP-Florida Highway
Patrol

FWC-Florida Wildlife
Commission

DOT-Department of
Transportation

OALE-Office of Agri-
cultural Law Enforcement

P & P-Probation and Pa-
role

USMS-US Marshals
Service

ATF-Department of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and
Firearms

DOC-Department of
Corrections 

May 14, Sabrina
Michelle Davis, 21, 20419
25th Road, Lake City, FL,
VOP O/C Burglary of a
Structure, GR Theft III:
SCSO- B. Kastor

May 14, Dorian Blake
Williamson, 26, 170 SW
McGriff Lane, Lake City,
FL, Cooksey Surrendered
Bond on Attach Tag Not
Assign, Felony DWLS/R,
FTA O/C Felony DWLS:
SCSO- T. Lee

May 16, Samuel Leon
Kleckley, 37, 187 SW Tola
McKinley Dr, Madison,
FL, Sent To 180 Days C.J.:
SCSO- M. Jelks

May 16, James Hole
Baker, 53, 12910 Hwy 90
W Lot 28, Live Oak, FL,
VOP Fel O/C DUI: SCSO-
A. Sutton

May 16, Andrew Paul
Weaks, 29, Homeless, Re-
tail Theft, Trespassing,
Cooksey Surrendered
Bond & Order Revoking
Bon on Battery (Domes-
tic), Imp Exhibition of
Firearm, Agg Asslt
W/Dead Wpn-2Ct, Poss
Firearm by Felon: SCSO-
H. Harris

May 16, Jerry David
Barker, 30, 631 NW Turner
Ave, Lake City, FL,  FTA

O/C (Battery): SCSO- T.
Ford

May 16, Tashina Marie
Green, 24, 19714 68th
Street, Live Oak, FL,
DWLS: SCSO- A. Cundiff

May 16, James Paul
Smith, 54, 8897 CR 137,
Wellborn, FL, DUI, Habit-
ual DWLS/R: FHP- R. W.
Howard

May 16, Joshua Shane
Waugh, 29, 16407 N CR
349, McAlpin, FL, Battery
(Dom Viol): SCSO- A.
Cundiff

May 16, Darius Zayne
Dixon, 19, 21 Louse Creek
Road. Fayetteville, TN,
Battery, 1st App PD Appt
Per WFW: SCSO- A. Cun-
diff

May 17, Nicholas Antho-
ny Crosier, 23, 1030 NW
Eadie St, Lake City, FL,
VOP O/C Poss of Contr
Subst W/Int Sell or Del:
SCSO- T. Lee

May 17, Kelly Dewayne
Morgan, 32, 5310 Ancient
Oak Circle, Lake Park,
GA, VOP O/C Attempt
Contraba in Prison: SCSO-
T. Ford

May 17, Tami Sue
Daughtry, 47, 22492 35th
Drive, Lake City, FL, VOP
O/C Grand Theft and Cred-
it Card Fraud: SCSO- T.
Lee

May 18, Daniel Lee Mc-
Clennon, 48, 16300 156th
St, McAlpin, FL, Battery-
Domestic Violence, Poss
F/A Convicted Felon:
SCSO- B. Marsh

May 18, Victor Robert
Metzgeer, 47, 17069 South
Side Court, High Springs,
FL, FTA (Drug Parapher-
nalia), Poss Drug Parapher-
nalia, Poss of -20 Grms
Cannabis: SCSO- C. Fer-
guson

May 19, Christina
Jacquely Grant, 32, 4186
216 St, Lake City, FL, Bur-
glary, Battery: SCSO- C.
Furguson

May 20, Aaron Daniel
Hauch, 24, 12335 208th St,
O'Brien, FL, Columbia Co.
Warrant, VOP O/C Poss
Drug Paraphe, Pay Cash
Bond $400.00: LOPD- B.
Harrison

May 20, Laurentino
Maya Duran, 18, 13506
92nd Trl, Live Oak, FL,
Retail Theft: SCSO- A.
Cundiff

May 20, Samuel Eugene
Carter, 26, 305 SE Bald Ea-
gle Loop, Lake City, FL,
Grand Theft III: SCSO- T.
Ford

Arrest Record

Submitted 
Enjoy five days of fun,

relaxation and nature at
The Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park (SOSMP) this
weekend for the Memorial
Day Get-a-Way with live
music three nights with Ted
“Teddy Mac” McMullen
(Thursday night), Terry
Cole and the Honky Tonk
Hitmen (Friday night) and
Clemons Road Band (Sat-
urday night).

RV and camper sites,
cabins and primitive camp-
ing available for the holi-
day weekend. For pricing
and to make reservations,
call 386-364-1683, email
spirit@musicliveshere.com
or check our website at
www.musicliveshere.com.
If you prefer to come just
for the day, admission will
be $10 per day per carload.
Free hotdogs at 11 a.m.
Saturday for kids only. Ca-
noeing, biking, hiking, bird
watching, golf carting and

more available during the
weekend. The Store of the
Village is open for all your
needs during the weekend,
“Dr.” Don Miller will
broadcast his Saturday af-
ternoon bluegrass show
live from the SOSMP radio
studio over The Big 98
(98.1 FM) Saturday from 5
- 7 p.m. in the Crafts Vil-
lage and there will be mu-
sic, music, music and fun
all weekend.

Begin your weekend
Thursday, May 23 and en-
joy Teddy Mac’s karaoke in
the Music Hall beginning
at 7 p.m. Plan to show off
your musical talent.

Friday, May 24, Terry
Cole and the Honky Tonk
Hitmen will rock the Music
Hall with their brand of
country, Southern rock and
more. This band will move
your feet regardless of your
taste in music. Don’t forget
those dancing shoes.

Saturday, May 25, one of
Central Florida’s best
bands, Clemons Road, will
be in the house. This group
recently produced its first
CD, “From Florida with
Love.” Blending Country
music with an island feel,

the band always starts a
party as soon at first note
ring. Clemons Road will
keep the audience happy.

Doors to the Music Hall
open at 5 p.m. and show
begins at 7 p.m. Thursday
night; doors open at 6 p.m.
and shows begins at 8 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday. As
always, the SOSMP’s SOS
Café and Restaurant will be
open during events and
have available delicious
food at regular prices along
with nightly specials and a
full service bar. Dancing
encouraged.

The Spirit of the Suwan-
nee Music Park is located
at 3076 95th Drive, Live
Oak, 4.5 miles south of In-
terstate 75 and 4.5 miles
north of Interstate 10 off
US 129. Keep an eye out
for the SOSMP sign and
white painted board fence.

Memorial Day get-a-way
at SOS Music Park 

Clemons Road,
Terry Cole and
the Honky Tonk
Hitmen and 
Teddy Mac

LOTTERY RESULTS

CASH 3
5/20/13 . . 6,0,9

PLAY 4
5/20/13 . .6,5,9,0

FANTASY 5
5/20/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,9,18,29,32
MEGA MONEY . . . . . 2,4,11,32 MB8
LOTTO . . . . . . . . 1,11,19,33,37,49,x4
POWERBALL . . 10,13,14,22,52,PB11

FloridaFlorida

Total calls for service: 75
Medical Calls 68
Cardiac: 10
Trauma: 6
Motor vehicle crash: 3
Miscellaneous medical call: 7
Respiratory: 8
Fall: 8
Seizure: 2
Altered Mental Status: 4
Abdominal Pain/N/V:  6
Weakness: 4

Death: 4
Stroke: 2
Diabetic: 1
Alarm: 2
Mutual aid: 1
Fire Calls 7
Motor vehicle crash: 3
Smoke/Fire Investigation: 1
Brush Fire: 2
Structure fire: 1
Volunteer Fire Responses: 3

SCFR calls for service from 5/12/2013
@ midnight to 5/18/2013 @midnight
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shine here. The peninsula
is located in a prime loca-
tion for major storm sys-
tems. Hurricane season be-
gins June 1 and nearly one
year ago, Suwannee Coun-
ty felt the wrath of Tropi-
cal Storm Debby as it
ripped through, leaving
behind over seven million
dollars in damages. The
question to be answered, is
Suwannee County ready
for “The Big One?” 
“Many of the citizens

are ready for the ‘Big
One,’” said Kimberly
Thomas, assistant director,
division of emergency
management. “The more
the citizens gather infor-
mation/training and
knowledge the better pre-
pared they will be.”
Thomas said there are

several steps a family can
do to be better prepared for
the next storm. 
“Know your evacuation

routes, have your emer-
gency supply kit ready,
practice your plan, coordi-
nate your plan with every-
one in the household, have
a meeting location out of
this area to meet up at,
make sure everybody
knows your out of state
contact person, advance
your emergency supply kit
and have your items readi-
ly available so you can
leave at a moment’s no-
tice,” Thomas said. 

Supply kits
According to Thomas,

each emergency kit should
be based on the family’s
specific needs and should
contain enough supplies to
last three to seven days. 
“Supplies that people

should get together are the
following (but not limited
to): water (one gallon of
water per person per day
for at least three to seven
days; for drinking and san-
itation); food (at least a
three to seven day supply
of non-perishable food);
battery powered or hand
crank radio and a NOAA
Weather Radio with tone
alert and extra batteries for
both; flashlight and extra
batteries; first-aid kit, bug
spray and sun screen;
whistle to signal for help;
dust mask to help filter
contaminated air and plas-
tic sheeting and duct tape
to shelter-in-place; moist
towelettes, grab garbage
bags and plastic ties for
personal sanitation;
wrench or pliers to turn off
utilities; manual can open-
er for food; local maps;
cell phone with chargers,
inverter or solar charger.”
Thomas also suggests

adding the following items
to the basic emergency kit:
Prescription medications
and glasses; infant formula
and diapers (if applicable);
pet food and extra water
for your pet (if applicable);
cash or traveler's checks
and change; important
family documents such as
copies of insurance poli-
cies, identification and
bank account records in a
waterproof, portable con-
tainer; sleeping bag or
warm blanket for each per-
son. Consider additional
bedding if you live in a
cold-weather climate;
complete change of cloth-
ing including a long
sleeved shirt, long pants
and sturdy shoes. Consider
additional clothing if you
live in a cold-weather cli-
mate; household chlorine
bleach and medicine drop-
per – When diluted, nine
parts water to one part
bleach, bleach can be used
as a disinfectant. Or in an
emergency, you can use it
to treat water by using 16
drops of regular household
liquid bleach per gallon of
water. Do not use scented,
color safe or bleaches with
added cleaners; Fire extin-
guisher; matches in a wa-

Are we ready for ‘The Big One?’
Continued From Page 1A terproof container; femi-

nine supplies and personal
hygiene items; mess kits,
paper cups, plates, paper
towels and plastic utensils;
paper and pencil and
books, games, puzzles or
other activities for children
since the power may be out
for a while. 
“In any emergency a

family member or you may
suffer an injury. If you have
these basic first aid sup-
plies you are better pre-
pared to help your loved
ones when they are hurt,”
Thomas said. “Knowing
how to treat minor injuries
can make a difference in an
emergency. You may con-
sider taking a first aid class,
but simply having the fol-
lowing things can help you
stop bleeding, prevent in-
fection and assist in decon-
tamination: Two pairs of
latex or other sterile gloves
if you are allergic to latex;
sterile dressings to stop
bleeding; cleansing
agent/soap and antibiotic
towelettes; antibiotic oint-
ment; burn ointment; adhe-
sive bandages in a variety
of sizes; eye wash solution
to flush the eyes or as gen-
eral decontaminant; ther-
mometer/scissors/tweez-
ers; prescription medica-
tions you take every day
such as insulin, heart medi-
cine and asthma inhalers.
(You should periodically
rotate medicines to account
for expiration dates.); pre-
scribed medical supplies
such as glucose and blood
pressure monitoring equip-
ment and supplies; and
non-prescription drugs: As-
pirin or non-aspirin pain re-
liever, anti-diarrhea med-
ication, antacid and a laxa-
tive.”

Thunderstorms
Thomas said the best

places in a house to shelter
from severe weather is the
inner most part of the
dwelling. 
“Thunderstorms occur in

all seasons of the year.
However, they are the
greatest in the summer
months,” she said. “Thun-
derstorms are a part of life
in Florida; we experience
more thunderstorms than
any other state because
Florida is the Sunshine
State and we get plenty of
sunshine which warms the
air near the ground, also
because Florida is located
next to large bodies of wa-
ter which provide moisture
coupled with a breeze
which provide a source of
lift for the thunderstorms.”
According to Thomas,

thunderstorms can produce
some hazards such as light-
ning, hail, tornadoes, heavy
rains, downbursts or strong
winds, and/or localized
flooding. A thunderstorm is
considered severe when
winds reach excess of 58
mph, hail that is one inch
across or larger, or if it pro-
duces a tornado. 
Tornadoes can form

within a strong thunder-
storm, if the rotation is
strong enough and can last
for a long enough period. A
funnel cloud is a tornado
that has not touched

ground; once it touches
down it is considered a tor-
nado. Some thunderstorms
may produce a tornado;
tornadoes can occur near
the edge of tropical cy-
clones in squalls called rain
bands. 
Florida tornadoes usual-

ly only last a few minutes,
however they often cause
severe damage with winds
as strong as 200 mph. Most
tornadoes occur in the af-
ternoon and early evening
hours of the summer
months of June, July and
August. Stronger tornadoes
can occur mainly in the late
winter and spring when we
get the strong cold fronts
that move through the
state. Tornadoes can occur
in every month and at any
time of the day.

The difference between
watch and warning
Watches are issued when

conditions are right for
dangerous weather to oc-
cur; watch means to watch
out for what the weather
could do, be prepared to
act.
Warnings are issued

when the dangerous weath-
er is threatening our area, it
is occurring and to be
aware and seek shelter.

When thunder 
roars, go indoors

According to Thomas,
lightning is still the number
one killer and it can strike
up to 10 miles away. 
“With an average of 1.4

million cloud to ground
strikes each year, no other
state in the country has
more lightning than Flori-
da. In the United States,
Florida often has the great-
est number of fatalities and
injuries,” Thomas said. 
Lightning strikes are

50,000 degrees fahrenheit
– hotter than the surface of
the sun. As the lightning
moves between the clouds
and ground, the air around
the flash suddenly heats up;
this creates an expansion of
the air around the lightning
bolt which in turn breaks
the sound barrier and cre-
ates the sound of thunder.
If you are caught outside
during approaching light-
ning/thunderstorm find a
substantial building, if one
is not available get into a
hard topped vehicle. If you
are doing any type of out-
door activities; golfing,
mowing, swimming, boat-
ing, etc… find adequate
shelter. It is important to re-
member that a victim of a
lightning strike does not
continue to carry an electri-
cal charge and if needed
medical attention should be
given immediately.
Use the 30-30 Rule to

determine if a threat of
lightning is in your area.
Count the seconds be-

tween seeing the lightning
flash and hearing the thun-
der. If the time (count) is
less than 30 seconds light-
ning is a potential threat
and you should seek shelter
immediately.
After hearing the last

thunder wait 30 minutes
before leaving the shelter
or going back outside to re-

sume your activities.

Hurricanes
Hurricane season is June

1-Nov. 30. Thomas said the
number of tropical storms
and hurricanes peak during
August and September, it is
important to remember that
Florida can be impacted by
tropical weather at any
time during the six month
long season, and some-
times outside the official
season.

“Tropical cyclones that
move close to Florida will
bring more direct impacts
in the form of storm surge,
coastal flooding, fresh wa-
ter flooding from heavy
rain and tornadoes. Tropi-
cal cyclones are measured
by their sustained wind
speeds called the Saffir-
Simpson Hurricane Wind
Scale,” she said.
“This scale estimates po-

tential property damage.
Hurricanes reaching Cate-

gory 3 and higher are con-
sidered major hurricanes
because of their potential
for significant loss of life
and damage. Residents and
seasonal visitors should de-
termine if they live within a
low-lying area and if they
are at risk to rain fall flood-
ing. Not if but when a
storm threatens our com-
munity, stay informed by
monitoring the latest fore-
casts and warnings.”

 806169

 PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION
 SPECIAL SPECIAL

 OPEN
 SAT

 8-NOON
 $29 95 $29 95 $29 95
 Includes up to 5 QTS of
 Honda recommended oil

 Plus Tax & Disposal

 Open Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30  80
87

05

Category Sustained Winds Types of Damage Due to Hurricane Winds
1 74-95 mph

64-82 kt
119-153 km/h

2 96-110 mph
83-95 kt
154-177 km/h

3 111-129 mph
(major) 96-112 kt

178-208 km/h

4 130-156 mph
(major) 113-136 kt

209-251 km/h

5 157 mph or higher
(major) 137 kt or higher

252 km/h or higher

Very dangerous winds will produce some
damage: Well-constructed frame homes
could have damage to roof, shingles, vinyl
siding and gutters. Large branches of trees
will snap and shallowly rooted trees may be
toppled. Extensive damage to power lines
and poles likely will result in power outages
that could last a few to several days.

Extremely dangerous winds will cause
extensive damage: Well-constructed frame
homes could sustain major roof and siding
damage. Many shallowly rooted trees will
be snapped or uprooted and block numerous
roads. Near-total power loss is expected
with outages that could last from several
days to weeks.

Devastating damage will occur: Well-built
framed homes may incur major damage or
removal of roof decking and gable ends.
Many trees will be snapped or uprooted,
blocking numerous roads. Electricity and
water will be unavailable for several days to
weeks after the storm passes.

Catastrophic damage will occur: Well-built
framed homes can sustain severe damage with
loss of most of the roof structure and/or some
exterior walls. Most trees will be snapped or
uprooted and power poles downed. Fallen
trees and power poles will isolate residential
areas. Power outages will last weeks to possi-
bly months. Most of the area will be uninhab-
itable for weeks or months.

Catastrophic damage will occur: A high
percentage of framed homes will be de-
stroyed, with total roof failure and wall col-
lapse. Fallen trees and power poles will isolate
residential areas. Power outages will last for
weeks to possibly months. Most of the area
will be uninhabitable for weeks or months.

For related national stories visit the section “Are we ready?”, on the homepage at
suwanneedemocrat.com.
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 Memorial for
 Randall Theron Howard

 The children and siblings of Randy Howard 
 would like to invite all family and friends to 
 a memorial gathering in his honor. It will be 
 held on Sunday, May 26th from 2pm to 6pm 
 at the home of Harmon and Camiela Howard, 
 3 miles N on Woodpecker Route. 10660 SE 
 CR 135 White Springs, 32096. Finger foods 
 will be served. Please bring chairs.

 For directions or more information, call
 Harmon Howard @ 386-365-1536

 or Leigh Howard Stover @ 386-209-8086.
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Roger Lee Williams to Brittany Nicole Williams 
Joshua Louis Martin to Shawna Marie Ervin 
Michael Travis Nettles to Lindsay Alyssa-Brooke 
Johnson 
Christopher Shane Stalvey to Brandi Michelle Gude 
Charles Edward Jones to Rosetta Aline Thomas 
Robert Keith George to Tammi Anne Johnson

The following couples
applied for a marriage
license the week of 
May 13 – 17, 2013:

Surprise 80th
birthday celebration

Bill Walls

Submitted by: 
Ruth Cornell

Bill Walls was sur-
prised by family and
friends at his 80th
birthday celebration
on Saturday, May 11,
2013 at Peace Baptist
Church in Branford.
Among those present
were his sons, Dr.
Richard Walls from
Marietta, Ga. and
Jeff Walls who resides
in  Leesburg, Va., as
well as friends from
Ft. Lauderdale and
Lady Lake, Fla. Bill
was totally surprised
which made it such a
wonderful event in his
honor.

Ivey-Smith/Anderson
Wedding Reminder
Ashley Ivey-Smith and

Mark Anderson, along with
their family would like to
remind you of their upcom-
ing wedding. 
May 25, 2013, 6:00 p.m.

at Triumph Church King-
dom of God in Christ, 410
Taylor Avenue, Live Oak,

Florida. Reception will im-
mediately follow at Colum-
bia County Fairgrounds,
438 SW State Road 247
(Branford Hwy), Lake City,
Florida. 
No local invitations will

be sent. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.

Westwood Christian School 
participates in 4-H Tropicana 
public speaking program 

The fourth and fifth grade classes of Westwood Christian School recently partic-
ipated in the 4-H Tropicana public speaking program.  The winners of each class
as pictured were: (Front row from left) Fourth grade: Justin Wilson, first place;
Nicolas Bittle, second place and Brian Selph, third place. Back row from left: Fifth
grade: Herman Gunter IV, first place; Drew Bozeman, second place and Chullain
Norris, third place. Wilson went on to win third place in the county competition
and Gunter won honorable mention.  Courtesy photo 

Shands Ladies Auxiliary 
holds scholarship quilt raffle
The Shands Ladies Auxiliary mem-

bers would like to thank all the folks
who participated in the quilt raffle won
by Mrs. Annemarie Jackson. The pro-
ceeds of the raffle go to the scholarship

fund of the auxiliary. Each year the
auxiliary gives four $500 scholarships
to the students of the Suwannee-Hamil-
ton Technical Center’s nursing pro-
gram.

Winner of the Ladies Auxiliary raffle, Mrs. Annemarie Jackson, with the prize quilt.

Doshia White draws the winning raffle ticket surrounded
by members of the Ladies Auxiliary.

Live Oak student
makes Brewton-
Parker Dean’s List
MOUNT VER-

NON—Teylor E. Alley
of Live Oak qualified
for the Dean’s List at
Brewton-Parker Col-
lege of Mount Vernon,
Georgia, for the spring
2013 semester, an-

nounced Dr. Tim
Searcy, vice president
for academics.
Qualifying students

were enrolled in 12 or
more hours and earned
a grade point average
of 3.6 or better.

Thank you 
Thank you to all in the

community who have
prayed and continue to pray
for my recovery from lung

cancer surgery.

Blessings,
Jackie Andrews 

Happy 1st Birthday
Tanner Robert Abel Bennett
May 23rd, 2012-May 23rd, 2012
These Birthday wishes

come from 
A circle of Love

Sent  to a sweet baby boy
in the Heavens above
Even though you are not

here
You are missed and loved
by so many my dear,
Grandparents, Aunts and
Uncles, and Little Cousins

too,
A big Sister, A big

Brother
Most of all Little Tanner
Your Daddy and Sweet

Mother

So this day we must re-
member

In a special way
A simple thing for us to say
Happy 1st Birthday

We will blow bubbles up to
the sky

Smiling as we watch,
No one must cry

For when you see bubbles
in the heavens above
You will know they are a

symbol of 
Our family, your family

Baby Tanner
And our never ending
Circle of Love

College
Placement
Tests

M o n d a y
Thursday at 5
p.m. (by appoint-
ment): College
Placement Test
(CPT), NFCC
Testing Center
(Bldg. #16), 5
p.m., Madison.
Register in NFCC
Student Services
24 hours before
test. For informa-
tion please call
850-973-9451.
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 SUWANNEE RIVER READINGS
 Branford 2013
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 The water levels provided here refer to the height at the US Hwy. 27 
 bridge in Branford in feet above mean sea level (ft-msl) at the gauging 
 station. In the past the levels were read as gauge height not mean sea 
 level.

 05/13/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.71

 05/14/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.46

 05/15/13..........................16.2

 05/16/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.94

  05/17/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.67

  05/18/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.39

  05/19/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.12

  05/20/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.04

 Branford
 SCAFF’S SCAFF’S
 Sponsored By:

 386-935-1527
 Supermarket

 789675

 To advertise your business here, 
 call 386-362-1734 

 for more information

 Cherry Lumbert
 Pharmacist

 305 SW US Highway 27
 Branford, Florida 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 Everything For Your Home Recovery
 From Prescriptions to Medical Supplies

 OF BRANFORD

 Mon.-Fri.
 8:30 am-6:00 pm
 Saturday 9am-1pm
 Sunday-Closed

 Now accepting
 Blue Cross Blue Shield

 Health Options

 NORTH FLORIDA 
 PHARMACY

 784394

 PLACE  YOUR
 BUSINESS

 CARD  HERE
 789685

 Woodpecker Mudboggs

 For More Info:
 386-292-4720

 Memorial Weekend
 May 25th - 27th

 Dirt-drag
 Now with New Timing System

 808929

DEATH
NOTICES

OBITUARIES
William Howard 

Underwood
April 21, 1941
May 18, 2013

W illiam Howard
Underwood, 72,
of Maple Fork,

WV, died Saturday, May
18, 2013 at The University
of Virginia Medical Center,
Charlottesville, VA. 

He was born April 21,
1941 at Price Hill, WV the
son of the late Carlos and
Edna Wilson Underwood. 

Howard was owner/oper-
ator of AAA Garage and
Brandon's Muffler Shop.
He was also a member of
the Mt. Hope Lions Club
and the Beckley Moose
Lodge. 

He was also preceded in
death by his sister, Maxine
Britts and grandmother,
Pairlee Underwood. 

Survivors include his
wife, Frances Touchton Un-
derwood; one daughter,
Shari Senea and husband,
Scott of Live Oak, Fla., two
grandchildren, Brandon
William Crow of Jack-
sonville, Fla. and Mikayla
Senea of Live Oak, Fla.;
three brothers, E.G. Under-
wood and wife, Bobbie of
Bradley, WV, Ned Under-
wood and wife, Linda of
Maple Fork, WV and Del-
bert Underwood and wife,
Debbie of Bradley, WV;
three sisters, Jackie Skaggs
of Maple Fork, WV, Betty
Meadows of Maple Fork,
WV and Liz Evans and hus-
band, Lawrence of Brook-
lyn, OH and special friends
are Joe and Doris Yearego. 

Graveside services were
conducted on Tuesday, May
21, 2013 at 2 p.m. at Blue
Ridge Memorial Gardens,
Prosperity, WV with Rev.
Richard Allen officiating.
There was no visitation. 

Online condolences may
be sent to our website at
www.tyreefuneralhome.co
m 

Arrangements by Tyree
Funeral Home, Mount
Hope, WV

Jackie Ann Jones
July 17, 1953
May 18, 2013

Jackie Ann Jones,
age 59 of Live Oak,
Fla. passed away 

early Saturday morn-
ing, May 18, 2013 at
Haven Hospice in

Lake City, Fla. following a
brief illness.  She was a reg-
istered nurse at Lake City
Medical Center and was a
caring and giving wife,
mother and nana who loved
spending time with her
family. Her grandchildren
referred to her as their “Fun
Nana”. Jackie enjoyed tak-
ing walks on the beach in
St. Augustine.  She was a
member of the Mt. Olive
Baptist Church.

She was predeceased by a
daughter, Rhonda Gail Hill-
house.

She is survived by her
husband, Sonny Jones, Live
Oak, Fla.; mother and step-
father, Joe and Alice Mc-
Clelland, Arcadia, Fla.; two
sons, Michael Hillhouse,
White Springs, Fla.; Lee
Jones, Dallas, TX; two
daughters, Angie Parks, Ar-
cadia, Fla.; Candice Land,
Live Oak, Fla.; two sisters,
Debra Blackmon, Ft. My-
ers, Fla.; Brenda Arm-
strong, Homestead, Fla. and
nine grandchildren.

Visitation was held one
hour prior to the services
from 10 until 11 a.m. at the
church.

Funeral services were
held 11 a.m., Monday, May
20, 2013 in the Mt. Olive
Baptist Church with Rev.
Wally Weaver officiating.
Interment followed in the
church cemetery.

The family has requested
no flowers, please make
contributions to Haven
Hospice, 6037 Hwy 90
West, Lake City, Fla.

32055.
Please sign the guest-

book at www.harrisfuneral-
homeinc.net.

Harris Funeral Home &
Cremations, Inc., Live Oak,
Fla. 386-364-5115 was in
charge of all arrangements.

Louise D. Herman
April 11, 1930 
April 5, 2013

Louise D. Herman,
age 82 of Troy,
Ohio passed away

Friday April 5, 2013 at
Covington Care Center in
Covington surrounded by
her family. She was born
April 11, 1930, in Lonacon-
ing, MD, to the late Ralph
and Louise (Kabler) Dar-
row.

Preceded in death by her
daughter Jerri Lynn, Louise
is survived by five daugh-
ters and two sons-in-law,
Debbi Sandefur of Troy,
Becky Collins of Troy, Bar-
bara Olive of Wellborn,
Fla., Donna and Randy Jol-
ley of South Dakota, and
Jacki and Keith Francis of
St. Paris; 12 grandchildren,
Jason, Carrie (T.J.), Angie
(Roger), Mandy, Brittany
(Jon), Bridgette,  Donna,
Sherrie, Ricky, Sarah
(Matt), Kelsey, Justin and
Joanne; and 18 great-
grandchildren, Laney,
Kasan, Kolton, Konner,
Torrie, Noel, Novalle, Tris-
tan, Lily, Klover, Grace,
Rose, Tucker, Shannon,
Ethan, Hannah, Kyle and
Anderson.

Louise was of the United
Methodist faith and retired
as an administrative assis-
tant from PMI in Troy after

20 years of service. She
loved life, shopping, going
to the beach, traveling, and
her friends and family. She
was very proud of receiv-
ing her associate's degree in
accounting at the age of 60
from Edison Community
College in Piqua.

Memorial services will
be held at Wellborn United
Methodist Church on Sat-
urday, May 25 at 2 p.m.
Contributions may be made
to the Alzheimer's Associa-
tion.

Fisher-Cheney Funeral
Home were in charge of fu-
neral arrangements

Linda Lee Barnett
May 17, 2013

Linda Lee Barnett,
51, of O'Brien,
Fla. passed away

on Friday, May 17, 2013.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc., Live
Oak & Branford, Fla. in
charge of arrangments.

Jarvin Jackson
May 14, 2013

Jarvin Jackson age
11, passed away
May 14, 2013 in 

Shands Hospital,
Gainesville, Fla.

D.M. Udell and Sons of
D.M. Udell Funeral Home
is in charge of all arrange-
ments,

386-362-4189 or 386-
209-0223.

Lions Club guest speaker

David Jordan, left, Lions Club president and Jack Garrett, retired supervisor of Florida State
Beverage Department, at a recent Lions Club meeting. Jack presented a video “Diary of a
Still” and enlightened the members on the history of moonshine whiskey as related to Bak-
er and Suwannee counties in days gone by. - Photo: Homer Scroggin

Girl Scout earns Gold Award for
improvements on SRWMD lands

Recreational improvements were made
to the Florida National Scenic Trail with-
in the Suwannee River Water Manage-
ment District’s Osteen Tract thanks to a
Girl Scout and her friends.

Girl Scout Delaney Sagul, with the
help of her Girl Scout troop and several
friends, recently installed a fire ring and
four benches at the tract where the Alapa-
ha and Suwannee Rivers meet. The Dis-
trict’s Land Management Specialist Ed-
win McCook assisted the group with the
project.

Delaney, who is a member of troop 315
in Gainesville, completed the project to
earn her gold award, the highest award a
Girl Scout can achieve.

Delaney says she’s been planning the
project since the 8th grade, when she
went camping and decided there should
be more recreational opportunities for

campers and hikers.
A large amount of time was spent plan-

ning and organizing the project, in which
Delaney was able to enhance her commu-
nication, teamwork, and problem solving
skills.

“This project will enhance a camping
area within the Florida National Scenic
Trail and District conservation lands by
providing a place for visitors to build and
enjoy a campfire,” said McCook. “The
District appreciates the hard work and ef-
fort these girls put into the project.”

The 203-acre Osteen Tract is located in
southwestern Hamilton County. It is a
prime location for wildlife viewing, bik-
ing, hiking, and horseback riding. The
Florida National Scenic Trail runs
through the property. The trail is approx-
imately 1,400 miles long and runs
throughout the entire state of Florida.

The District’s Land Management Specialist Edwin McCook, right, is pictured with Delaney
Sagul, a girl scout who helped build a fire ring and benches on District lands.  – Photo: Cour-
tesy of Katherine Karpinia

Do you have
questions about
Medicare? 

Do you have questions
about your options for
Medicare, Medicare/Med-
icaid, Disability, Supple-
mental Insurance, Part D
Prescription Drug Plans,
Low Income Programs or
Medicare Billings?

If you do, come see
SHINE, a volunteer pro-
gram with the Florida De-
partment of Elder Affairs,
for one-on-one counsel-
ing. SHINE provides free,
unbiased and confidential
assistance.  If you cannot
come to a site call the Elder
Helpline at 1-800-262-
2243 to be referred to a

SHINE Volunteer near
you. SHINE will be at:

Thursday, June 6
10-Noon Jasper Public Li-
brary

Wednesday, June 12
1:30-3:30 p.m.   Lake City
Public Library (Columbia
Ave)

Thursday, June 13
1:30-3:30 p.m.   Live Oak
City Hall

Friday, June 21
10-Noon Branford Public
Library

Wednesday, June 26
1:30-3:30 p.m.  LifeStyle
Enrichment Ctr, Lake City
(CCSS) 

TABE tests
Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment): TABE

(Test of Adult Basic Education) at NFCC Testing Center
(Bldg. #16), Madison. TABE is required for acceptance
into vocational/technical programs. Photo ID required.
Pre-registration & scheduling time & date are required. To
register please call 850-973-9451.



When presented with the opportunity to express why I teach I was initially hesi-
tant. I am usually one to shy from the spotlight but began pondering it and thought,
“If not me, then who?” After all, I stand in front of 41 fifth graders daily and en-
courage, if not demand, that they not shy away from any challenge or pass up any
opportunity they feel compelled to engage. Therefore I dedicate this “list” to all
those I have been blessed to have educated and coached, to all those that have in-
spired me throughout my life, and to those God will lay in my path in the future. 
I teach because… 

I still believe in the America that our forefathers founded that so many have chosen to forget about, “One Nation Un-
der God”. 

I am 37-years-old and still remember the first teacher who truly inspired and believed in me. Thanks Mrs. Zitch
(Clemens Elementary, Vero Beach).

I saw young people in Iraq able to learn and persevere in a war zone. My students have no excuse they can’t over-
come. 

I have a passion and love for young people. 
Individuals like SSG Mike Cameron (Ret.) displayed to me an unwillingness to waiver in the face of adversity and

an unequaled work ethic that must be passed on to future generations. 
Friends and mentors that have passed on like Tommy “Scoop” Abercrombie and Gary “Fly” Edwards would want

me to stay the course and be there for the kids. 
My two children, my friends’ children, and my fellow community members’ children count on caring and loving

male role models being at school each and every day. 
I look in the mirror each morning and reflect through prayer each night and know in my heart I am doing God’s work

as He would have me do it. 

I do NOT teach because… 
I think standardized test scores define a student’s abilities and/or future. 
I strive to be the most popular teacher amongst my peers as I am unafraid to stand up for my core values and what

is in the best interest of my students. 
The pay is good. 
Lawmakers, state officials, and administrators place value on standardized test outcomes with variables and factors

beyond my control are used to define me as an effective or ineffective educator. 

I teach because, “If not me, then who?” 
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Viewpoints/Opinions

1. Reduce waste in local government
2. Revitalize downtown Live Oak

3. Continue work on Perimeter Road
4. Attract more business and growth
5. Build up I-10, US 129 corridor 

Editorial objectives for 2013

Suwannee Democrat

MYRA C.  REGAN
Publisher

JEFF WATERS
Editor

Members of the Suwannee Democrat 
editorial board are Myra C. Regan, publisher, and

Jeff Waters, editor. Our View is formed by that board.

Dr. Henry Miller, senior fel-
low at the Hoover Institution,
and Gregory Conko, senior fel-
low at the Competitive Enter-
prise Institute, in their Forbes
article "Rachel Carson's Deadly
Fantasies" (9/5/2012), wrote
that her 1962 book, "Silent
Spring," led to a world ban on
DDT use. The DDT ban was re-
sponsible for the loss of "tens
of millions of human lives --
mostly children in poor, tropical countries -- have been
traded for the possibility of slightly improved fertility in
raptors (birds). This remains one of the monumental hu-
man tragedies of the last century." DDT presents no
harm to humans and, when used properly, poses no en-
vironmental threat. In 1970, a committee of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences wrote: "To only a few chemicals
does man owe as great a debt as to DDT. ... In a little
more than two decades, DDT has prevented 500 million
human deaths, due to malaria, that otherwise would have
been inevitable." Prior to the DDT ban, malaria was on
the verge of extinction in some countries.

The World Health Organization estimates that malaria
infects at least 200 million people, of which more than a
half-million die, each year. Most malaria victims are
African children. People who support the DDT ban are
complicit in the deaths of tens of millions of Africans
and Southeast Asians. Philanthropist Bill Gates is rais-
ing money for millions of mosquito nets, but to keep his
environmentalist credentials, the last thing that he'd ad-
vocate is DDT use. Remarkably, black congressmen
share his vision.

Wackoism didn't end with Carson's death. Dr. Paul
Ehrlich, Stanford University biologist, in his 1968 best-
selling book, "The Population Bomb," predicted major
food shortages in the United States and that "in the
1970s ... hundreds of millions of people are going to
starve to death." Ehrlich saw England in more desperate
straits, saying, "If I were a gambler, I would take even
money that England will not exist in the year 2000." On
the first Earth Day, in 1970, Ehrlich warned: "In ten
years all important animal life in the sea will be extinct.
Large areas of coastline will have to be evacuated be-
cause of the stench of dead fish." Ehrlich continues to be

a media and academic favorite.
Then there are governmental

wacko teachings. In 1914, the
U.S. Bureau of Mines predict-
ed our oil reserves would last
10 years. In 1939, the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior revised
the estimate, saying that Amer-
ican oil would last 13 years. In
1972, the Club of Rome's re-
port "Limits to Growth" said
total world oil reserves totaled

550 billion barrels. With that report in hand, then-Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter said, "We could use up all proven re-
serves of oil in the entire world by the end of the next
decade." He added, "The oil and natural gas we rely on
for 75 percent of our energy are running out." As for
Carter's running-out-of-oil prediction, a recent report by
the U.S. Government Accountability Office and private
industry experts estimate that if even half of the oil
bound up in the Green River formation in Utah,
Wyoming and Colorado is recovered, it would be "equal
to the entire world's proven oil reserves." That's an esti-
mated 3 trillion barrels, more than what OPEC has in re-
serve. Fret not. Carter, like Ehrlich, is still brought be-
fore the media for his opinion.

Our continued acceptance of environmentalist manip-
ulation, lies and fear-mongering has led Congress to es-
tablish deadly public policies in the name of saving en-
ergy -- such as Corporate Average Fuel Economy stan-
dards, which downsize autos and cause unnecessary
highway fatalities. That's on top of the stupid 1970s 55
mph laws. The next time an environmentalist warns us
of a pending disaster or that we are running out of some-
thing, we ought to ask: When was the last time a predic-
tion of yours was right? Some people are inclined to call
these people idiots. That's wrong. They have been suc-
cessful in their agenda. It's we who are the idiots for lis-
tening to them and allowing Congress to let them have
their way.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at
George Mason University. To find out more about Wal-
ter E. Williams and read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.

OPINION

A
MINORITY

VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2013 Creators Syndicate

~~

We are the idiots

Letters To The Editor,  
Suwannee Democrat, PO Box 370,
Live Oak, FL 32064. 
Please include your full name, address and daytime
phone number.  We ask this so we can verify your
letter and discuss any questions about it with you.

�

FROM OUR READERS

BIBLE VERSE
[ A Church Divided Over Leaders ]
“I appeal to you, brothers and
sisters, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree
with one another in what you say
and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be perfectly united
in mind and thought.” 

1 Corinthians 1:10 NIV

Dear editor,
Recently it has become fashionable to disparage

the use of paper in favor of electronic devices and
transmittals. Like a lot of fashions, this makes no
sense. 

The premise of anti-paper campaigns is that pa-
per is bad for the environment and unnecessarily
consumes vital natural resources. In reality, paper
and other forest products provide environmental
benefits that electronics cannot match. Paper
comes from trees, which are a renewable resources.
When trees are cut down to make paper, more are
planted and grown to take their place. Through this
cycle, working forests provide habitats for
wildlife; recharge areas for clean water; and a nat-
ural process from removing carbon from the air. 

The electronic alternatives being pushed to re-
place paper are not as environmentally friendly as
their supporters would have you believe. Science
of the Total Environment, an international research
journal, estimates that discarded devices create ap-
proximately 50 million tons of electronic waste
each year. These products contain a variety of non-
renewable materials that are not only harmful to
the environment but also to the people living in the
areas where they are dumped. 

The United States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) reports that only eight percent of
mobile devices are recycled. The rate for recycling
computers is 38 percent. The rate for recycling pa-
per? More than 63 percent. 

Recycled papers fill a variety of needs. Among
other things, it is used to make dollar bills. This is
especially appropriate considering the forest indus-
try’s $14.7 billion impact to our state’s economy.
In addition to the many environmental benefits,
working forests also provide jobs to 90,000 Florid-
ians.

The connection between the environmental ben-
efits and the economic impact cannot be empha-
sized enough. Sustainable forests are not free;
proper land management costs money. Our govern-
ment cannot afford to own or maintain all the
forestland that is needed for environmental purpos-
es or public use. 

Without the forest industry, private landowners
cannot afford to, either. The market for forest prod-
ucts is a key element in the ability to maintain
forestlands. Without demand for wood from mills
and other forest product users, working forests
would have to be converted to more profitable
crops or to neighborhoods. As Florida becomes
more and more urbanized, the pressure to grow
houses instead of trees continues to intensify. 

Like all of us, forests must work if they are go-
ing to survive. By buying and using paper and oth-
er forest products, consumers help maintain the
health and sustainability of working forests. In
turn, working forests help maintain a healthy envi-
ronment and strengthen the economy. 

Anti-paper campaigns might be trendy right now,
but the truth is that working forests were “green”
long before green was in fashion. 

Lynetta Usher Griner
President

Florida Forestry Association 

Why I teach
TEACHER PROFILE

Matt Campbell
5th grade, Suwannee Intermediate School
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 20th Annual 
 Wellborn Blueberry Festival

 Wellborn’s Weekend of Summer Fun
 Andrews Square, downtown Wellborn

 June 7 & 8, 2013
 Rain Date June 9th

 No Admission Fee * Family Fun * Bring Your Lawn Chair 

 Friday Open 2pm to 8pm
  Saturday Open 7am to 5pm

 Arts & Crafts Vendors * Food Vendors
 Live Entertainment by Herold White * Karaoke all day * 

 Ponies, Petting Zoo, Water Walkers and more
 Country Store featuring blueberry pies, cobbler,

  jelly, syrup, and more
  Big-Ticket Item Raffle  (do not have to be present to win)

 Friday Special Events
 Bake-Off Contest begins 4:00 pm 
 * Tasting Party ($3.00) 6:30 pm *

 Saturday Special Events
 Blueberry Pancake Breakfast 7am to 10am 

 ($5 adults; $3 children)
 Last Breakfast Ticket Sold at 9:30am 

 * Three Stations Open *
 Parade at 10:30 am 

 (Prizes and awards for best entries)
 Parade Theme:  “All Fired Up”

 Grand Marshalls:  Chief James Sommers & 
 Commissioner Phil Oxendine

 Talent Contest 1:30 pm (1st Place $500; 2nd Place 
 $300; 3rd Place $200)

 Hosted by the Wellborn Community Association, Inc.,
 a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation 

 For information call:  Parade 386-963-2908;
 Talent Contest 386-590-6175 or 963-1562

 Bake-Off 386-590-6175 or 963-1562
 or see 

 http://www.wellborncommunityassociation.com 

 Thank You to our Major Sponsors:
 The Suwannee Democrat, 

 Suwannee Correctional Institution,
 Suwannee TDC, B & B Stores, 
 First Federal Bank of Florida, 
 Big Country 98.1/Talk 106.5, 

 Jerry Scarborough Supt. of Schools
 See our program and website for complete list.

 807837

Mending
hearts, curing

cancer

dance,” Tompkins said.
“There were teams selling
food, 50/50 drawings and
travel vouchers. There was
also face painting, bounce
house, massages and other
crafts.”
Guests enjoyed live en-

tertainment throughout the
evening including perfor-
mances by Orchard Com-
munity Church’s band,
Suwannee Elementary
School Chorus and others.
“We had a very moving

luminary service where we
had luminaries completely
around the track, and we
also let four floating
lanterns go in remem-
brance of those who lost
their fight to cancer,” she
said. 
Tompkins said prior to

the event, the teams had
raised a little over $32,000.
During the event, teams
raised an additional
$18,000. According to
Tompkins, the organization
is projecting to collect an-
other $5,000 with money
that hasn’t been accounted
for, bringing the total
amount to $55,000. 
“That is a big achieve-

ment,” she said. “It was a
wonderful night raising
money for a cure.”
Tompkins encourages

anyone wishing to volun-
teer for the 2014 event, to
give her a call at 386-688-
3344. 

Continued From Page 1A

27, at the Live Oak Ceme-
tery in the Veteran’s
Memorial section at 11
a.m.
This year’s scheduled

speaker is a United States
Navy veteran, the Honor-
able Judge G. Parker. The
Suwannee High School
Band will be performing
during the ceremony as well
as guest singer Ted “Teddy
Mac” McMullen. He’ll be
singing the very patriotic
“God bless the U.S.A.” The
American Legion Riders
will be present with their
motorcycles and the Auxil-
iary Unit will parade the
Colors. A 21 gun salute
along with Echo taps will be
performed and Live Oak
Garden Club, Boy Scout
and Cub Scout Troop 408
will also be in attendance.
Following the ceremony,

a traditional barbecue will
be held at the American Le-
gion Post at 10726 142nd
Rd., in McAlpin. Direc-
tions to AL Post 107 are to
go south US 129 for 5.5
miles. Turn left at the

American Flag and
POW/MIA flag at 142nd
Street. The post will be 1.5
miles down on the right.
There are more guest

speakers scheduled and a
guest DJ will be there for
your entertainment. Bring
your favorite lawn chair
and relax with your friends
and neighbors for the after-
noon. Legion canteen will
be open for spirits. In the
event of inclement weather,
the ceremony will be held
in the Big Hall at the Le-
gion Post. 

Celebrating
Memorial Day 

Continued From Page 1A

WHAT: Memorial Day ceremony
WHEN: Monday, May 27
TIME: 11 a.m.
WHERE: Live Oak Cemetery, Winderweedle Street

Relay for Life

The Suwannee River
Water Management Dis-
trict (District) Governing
Board has joined with the
State of Florida and the
Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection in
designating May 19-25 as
Water Reuse Week. The
proclamation, adopted by
the Board on May 16, high-
lights the important role of
reclaimed water as an alter-
native water supply in pro-
tecting our precious water
resources.
Reclaimed water is high-

ly treated wastewater that
is reused for irrigation,
clothes washing, and other
non-potable uses. It is typi-

cally made available to
large irrigation users such
as pasture lands, golf
courses, plant nurseries,
residential lawns, and ball
fields. It is also used to
recharge groundwater. Use
of rapid infiltration basins
allows high-quality re-
claimed water to permeate
into the ground to recharge
groundwater.  
Reuse water is an impor-

tant alternative water sup-
ply to reduce and offset
groundwater pumping and
help meet the District’s fu-
ture water supply needs.
Reuse takes wastewater
and extensively treats it to
make certain that public

SRWMD recognizes May 19-25
as Water Reuse Week

health and environment are
protected.
The District’s water reuse

partnerships are with the
cities of Alachua, Cedar
Key, Lake City, Live Oak,
Monticello, and Perry,
which saves about 9.6 mil-
lion gallons of groundwater
per day.
“Reclaiming water al-

lows us to save our pre-
cious groundwater sup-
plies, while making benefi-
cial use of high-quality
wastewater,” said District
Executive Director Ann
Shortelle. “We will contin-
ue to use this important re-
source to help meet the Dis-
trict’s future water supply
needs.”

Just in time for the
Memorial Day week-
end, the Live Oak Po-
lice Department has
joined law enforcement
agencies nationwide in
the “Click It or Ticket”
campaign, running
through June 2.
Officers will crack

down on drivers and
passengers who are not
buckled up.
“Click It or Ticket”

day or night ... no ex-
cuses accepted 

CLICK IT OR
TICKET

CAMPAIGN
UNDERWAY 
Seatbelts save lives
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Brothers said there are
several factors that have

caused a reduction in stu-
dent attendance.
“With technological ad-

vances, there are so many

other options out there,” he
said. “There’s the Florida
Virtual School, home
school, and other online

Schools staff reduction could be looming
Continued From Page 1A sources have provided so

many other options.”
Brothers believes that

Tropical Storm Debby also
impacted the overall stu-
dent population.
“Since Debby, people

were displaced and even
some have moved away,”
Brothers said.
Seeing the decreasing

trend of numbers, Brothers
projects the school board
will see a reduction of nine
employees. 
“Funding is based on en-

rollment. Therefore, we
must manage positions
based on these projec-
tions,” Brothers said. 
Brothers said the school

system uses the class size
reduction formula which
determines the amount of
instructors needed by the
student population. Ac-

cording to the formula, for
grades K-3, there must be
one core academic instruc-
tor per 18 students; Grades
4-12, one teacher per 22
students. 
According to the projec-

tion by Brothers, Suwannee
Elementary and Suwannee
Intermediate schools will
lose one teacher, Branford
Elementary School will
lose two teachers, Branford
High School and Suwannee
Middle School will lose
one reading coach, and
Suwannee High School
will lose two teachers, one
coach, and one resource
teacher, but is also expect-
ed to hire a paraprofession-
al. 
The school board also

decided not to replace a
district director position
that will be vacated in De-

cember by an employee
who is retiring, Director of
Special Programs, Cheryl
Mae Brinson. 
“Every year, we look at it

(student population) and
staff the schools based on
those figures. In terms of
balancing budgets and being
financially responsible, this
is what we think would be a
responsible response to it
(decreasing numbers) since
our funding is based on en-
rollment,” Brothers said.
Brothers said the deci-

sion to reduce these posi-
tions will not be made until
the schools finalize the reg-
istration and scheduling
processes, and the final de-
cision will not be made un-
til they review the class-
size rations the first week
of school of the 2013-14
school year. 

with 16.5 percent fewer in
2012 as compared to 2011.
“I think the people in

the community of Suwan-
nee County helped keep
the crime rate down,” said
Sheriff Tony Cameron.
“They’re the eyes and ears
of the community and it’s
because of their coopera-
tion, we’re able to do
that.”
Of the 542 crimes re-

ported in the county’s ju-
risdiction in 2012, 39.5
percent were cleared.
The Live Oak Police

Department recorded a 5.1
percent drop in criminal
activity. Chief Buddy
Williams had this to say
about the decline of crime
within his department’s ju-
risdiction. 
“I’m glad to see a de-

crease in our area,” said

Williams. “I think it’s at-
tributed to both depart-
ments working together
and being motivated.”
The LOPD cleared 18

percent of the 378 crimes
reported in the city limits. 
Both law enforcement

agencies collectively aver-
aged a 12.7 percent drop
in crime from the previous
year. 
In Suwannee County

there was one murder in
2012, the same in 2011;
two forcible rapes, down
from six; robberies stayed
the same at 17; aggravated
assault went from 159 in
2011 to 135 in 2012; 337
burglaries were reported
in 2012 as compared to
329 in 2011; there were
487 larceny crimes report-
ed in 2011, compared to
402 in 2012 and motor ve-
hicle thefts went from 41
to 26.

CRIME RATE TAKES
A PLUNGE HERE

Continued From Page 1A

“These new set of stan-
dards will change instruc-
tional practices inside the
classroom,” said Lamb. 
Lamb said the school

system has been gradually
transitioning to Common
Core for the past two years,
and look to implement
more training opportunities
during the 2013-14 school
year.
Board members dis-

cussed installing a half-day
school day in addition to
the half-day that is used as
a teacher’s inservice day
for Common Core training. 
The consensus of the

board was to look into the
possibility of using one
day per month for training. 
Lamb will review state

regulations regarding the
school’s schedule and will
bring another proposal to
the board at their next
meeting.  

Board denies adding 
assistant principal at

technical center
Walter Boatright, direc-

tor of Suwannee-Hamilton
Technical Center, asked the
board for permission to
hire an additional assistant
principal for the school but
was denied with a tied 2-2
vote. Board members Julie
Ulmer and Jerry Taylor
voted against while mem-
bers Catherine Cason and
Ed daSilva voted for.
Member JM Holtzclaw
was not present to vote.
Since the vote ended in a
tie, the motion died. 
“We have approved

more positions there in the
past two years than we
have in the past. I’m hav-
ing serious, serious issues
saying yes,” said Ulmer. 
If the motion would have

been approved, the school
board would have an addi-
tional salary of $85,600
yearly. 
Just recently, the board

granted Boatright permis-
sion to hire a part-time em-
ployee to work up to 18

School board round-up
Continued From Page 1A hours per week. According

to Boatright, the position
will be funded by the fees
charged and collected for
the community education
classes. 
Boatright told the board

if they elected to hire an as-
sistant principal, he would
not pursue the part-time
position. If the board de-
nied his request, he would
move forward in filling the
position. 
“The school board is in a

position to understand the
total budgetary issues of
the district. The career,
technical and adult educa-
tion programs at Suwan-
nee-Hamilton Technical
Center are just a few of the
many programs and school
sites in which they are
charged with the policies,
procedures, and fiscal re-
sponsibilities,” said Boa-
tright. “If they feel we can-
not afford such a position at
the present time, then we
have to respect their posi-
tion on this matter, as they
work to safeguard the bud-
get.”

SHS to hire bookkeeper
Suwannee High School

will be facing a tall task in
replacing the bookkeeper,
Sharon Sommers, who will
be retiring in December.
Sommers has been in the
position for about 17 years.
Chief Financial Officer

Vickie Music explained the
daily tasks and the chal-

lenges the bookkeeper
faces, and asked for per-
mission to hire early.
“If we hire someone to

start in July, they can
shadow Sharon and get
experience in closing the
books and opening new
ones. This is not a position
that you would want to put
a person in without good
upfront training,” Music
said.
The position pays

$47,000 and includes bene-
fits. By hiring the position
early, it will cost the school
board an additional
$23,000 employee between
July and December.
The board agreed to ad-

vertise and have the posi-
tion filled by July 1. 

SHS courtyard 
to undergo facelift
School board members

voted unanimously to re-
model the interior court-
yard at Suwannee High
School near the gymnasi-
um and auditorium. The
board awarded the contract
to Anglin Construction of
Gainesville, who submitted
the lowest bid amount of
$503,700. 
“The project will im-

prove drainage and air
quality control in that
building,” said Music. “We
anticipate work beginning
the second week of June
and should be finished by
the start of school.”

Sundaes on Friday
Attention all children and parents
Make your own ice cream sundaes. On Friday,

June 7, from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. at the Woman’s
Club located at 1308 11th St., SW, Live Oak. $2
for the first bowl and $1 for each additional. 
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 PLUS,
 receive an extra $10 voucher good 

 towards your second purchase! 
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94

 05/22/13 - 05/27/13
 L imit 5 gallons.  One coupon per 
 household. Not redeemable for 

 cash. Not valid with any other offer. 
 Not refundable. Void where 

 prohibited. Customer responsible 
 for all taxes. See store for details.

 Hurry! Offer valid May 22 nd  - May 27 th

4-H wins state in meat judging
By Brian Estevez
4-H Youth Development

UF/IFAS Suwannee County Extension

Suwannee County 4-H is proud to an-
nounce that the intermediate 4-H meat
judging team won first place at the state
meat judging contest. The contest was
held on April 20 at the Meat Processing
Center at the University of Florida. Par-
ticipants had to identify 40 retail cuts,
place four retail classes, identify parts on

a beef and pork carcass, and answer ques-
tions relating to the meat industry. The
intermediate team comprised of youth
ages 11-13, included Garrett Greaves,
Christian Rodriguez, Dalton LeRoux, and
Christian LeRoux. Christian Rodriguez
was the high scoring individual in the in-
termediate contest.  A junior team, com-
prised of youth ages 8-10, included Sarah
Swindell, Shelby Smith, Shayla Smith,
and Makenzie Greaves. Although the ju-
nior team was not old enough to partici-

pate in the state contest, they did practice
with the intermediate team in preparation
for competing next year.

The meat judging team first started
practicing in March. The Suwannee
County 4-H intermediate meat judging
team has won the state contest for five
years in a row while the senior meat
judging team has won the contest in
2009, 2011, and 2012. Suwannee County
did not have a senior team this year.
Twenty 4-H youth have participated on
these state championship teams in the last
five years. The 2011 and 2012 senior
meat judging teams placed ninth and
eighth, respectively, at the national meat
judging contest held at Kansas State Uni-
versity.

The 4-H meat judging program devel-
ops life skills through activities related to

the processing of beef, pork, and lamb,
including retail identification, factors re-
lating to meat quality, and cookery.  Par-
ticipants developed an understanding and
appreciation of the basic scientific princi-
ples involved in eating and cooking qual-
ity, nutritional value, and consumer ap-
peal of meat. 4-H members on the team
also learned life skills such as effective
decision-making, critical thinking, goal
setting, and teamwork.

The meat judging teams would like to
thank Publix and Winn-Dixie, both in
Live Oak, for allowing the teams to prac-
tice at their facilities. Community sup-
port like this helps the Suwannee County
4-H program remain successful. Thank
you for supporting the youth in Suwan-
nee County and helping us win another
state championship!

Junior Suwannee County 4-H members Shelby Smith, Sarah Swindell, and Shay-
la Smith identify retail cuts at the 2013 State 4-H Meat Judging Contest.

Intermediate Suwannee County 4-H members Christian Rodriguez, Christian
LeRoux, Dalton LeRoux, and Garrett Greaves after placing first in the 2013 State
4-H Meat Judging Contest.

SMS FFA receives
check from local dairy

Shenandoah Dairy pre-
sented a check to Suwan-
nee Middle School FFA
Chapter recently for their
help at two separate events
this school year. 

Each year at Christmas
on the Square the SMS
FFA is in charge of the calf
feeding exhibit at Shenan-
doah Dairy’s booth. The

SMS FFA, along with their
advisor, Anne Etcher, work
in the booth, helping the
children feed and pet the
baby calves. They keep the
area clean for the children
and help them sanitize their
hands when they are fin-
ished. 

They also worked for
Shenandoah Dairy at the

Suwannee County Fair
Kids Craft Day. The dairy
sponsored an ice cream bar,
where the children built
their own ice cream sun-
dae. 

Shenandoah Dairy is
very appreciative of the
work the SMS FFA does
and is proud to support
them. 

Pictured from left: Cassidy Monroe, treasurer; Maggie Reaves, secretary; Kaleb
Dye, vice-president; Tania Henderson, president. Check presented by Taylor Hen-
derson, Shenandoah Dairy. Courtesy photo 



WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2013� SUWANNEE DEMOCRAT/LIVE OAKPAGE 12A

Branford News
Serving southern Suwannee County, including Branford, O’Brien and McAlpin

INDEX
Arrests  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2A
Legal Notices  . . . . . . . . .4B
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . . .5A

Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1B
Suwannee Living  . . . . . .4A
Viewpoint  . . . . . . . . . . . .6A

HI 89
LO 68

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

There was a fundraiser
for the soon-to-be built
skateboard park at Hatch
Park in Branford on Satur-
day. About $1,480 was
raised to help with the con-
struction costs of about
$150,000.
It was a warm day and

there was quite a turnout as
folks came to help support
and raise money for the
park to be constructed. 
“It’s an event where all

the friends and neighbors
come together to cook
some sweet goods and
cookies. Sonny’s (Sonny’s
BBQ, Lake City) donated
100 portions of pulled
pork,” said Town of Bran-
ford Councilman Ken
Saunders. “Your Home-
town Restaurant donated
cole slaw and Sister’s
restaurant donated potato
salad.”
He mentioned there were

also waters to drink as
everyone was encouraged
to stay as hydrated as possi-
ble.
Saunders said that there

were folks there not only
from Branford, but also
from Lake City and Tren-
ton.
“It’s turning out to be re-

ally good,” said Saunders.
Before noon, the park

was filling up nicely as
families were enjoying the

food, Stevie D from The
Big 98 and also Branford
High School music teacher
Carl Manna had a micro-
phone getting people
jazzed up for the day. There
was even a local band by
the name of the Bowman
Project that played some
acoustic sets.
People came in with

bikes, roller skates or skate
boards to make the laps
around the ball fields. Each
lap was rewarded with a
ticket to go towards win-
ning one of the drawings of
skateboards, hats, rod and
reels, certificates for hair-
cuts, manicures, pedicures,
etc. from Maggie’s Hair
and Nail Studio, What
Goes Around Consignment
Shop and Creative Designs
Hair Salon 
“It’s an awesome

turnout, we’re really hap-
py,” said event organizer
Bill Procko. “Every dollar
is going towards the con-
struction of the park. The
more people, the faster this
park will be built.”
Procko said the cost of

the park to be constructed
will be about $150,000, but
if everyone rolled up their
sleeves, construction could
be started by summer of
this year.
“The skate park is 7,000

square feet. It covers every
level of expertise from a
kid’s who’s never begun to
a top-pro in the world will

find their place in this
park,” said Procko. “The
pool is being patterned af-
ter a historic skatepark pool
in California where Tony
Hawk started his vert (ver-
tical) skating career.”
Procko said that Hawk

started his career in ele-
mentary school and in a
few short years went on to
claim world fame through
his radical moves and tricks
on the board skateboarding
at Del Mar Skate Ranch.
“It has orange and blue

tile, so that matches every-
thing in Branford,” said
Procko. “We thought, let’s
do a revised version, not a
duplicate, but a real similar
revised version of that
one.”
Procko said that  when

DMSR was first construct-
ed, the engineers didn’t
have the know-how that
they do now, so the replica
will be safer and more ef-
fective than the original
park.
“There were a lot of

kinks and difficult areas of
that pool to skate, but they
made do with it,” said
Procko. “Now, this is going
to be a revised, perfect ver-
sion with some changes in
the design.” 
Procko, who’s been a

skateboarder for over 30
years said he still keeps in
touch with his buddies
from way back and they’re
all still skateboarding.
“It covers all ages and

genders,” said Procko.
“Men and women, from
four years of age to 60. It’s
an amazing thing.”

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

A Branford man sus-
tained serious injuries
when the 2004 Toyota
Corolla he was driving
lost control around 12:20
p.m. Monday. 
Matthew Ryan

Cromeens Thody, 20, was
traveling east on SR 10
(US 90) in Columbia
County, approaching an
intersection with SW
Hunter Road, when he
failed to negotiate a left
hand curve and exited
onto the south grassy

shoulder. He steered hard
left in an attempt to re-
cover causing the vehicle
to rotate counter-clock-
wise. The vehicle over-
turned several times
crossing SW Hunter Road
and struck the stop sign as
it continued overturning
and came to a final rest in
the ditch on the east side
of SW Hunter Road fac-
ing north. 
Thody was flown by

AirMethods to Shands in
Gainesville in serious
condition. Charges are
pending further investiga-
tion. 

Qualifying for Post 3,
currently Charlie Daniel,
and Post 4, currently
Shirley Clark, ends on
Friday, May 24, at noon.
The election for the two
posts is June 11 from 7
a.m. until 7 p.m. at Town
Hall.

Through
noon Friday

Car flipped several times

Branford man
injured in car crash

REMINDER

Election
qualifying

Fundraiser adds to skate park budget

Big kid, little kid age; doesn’t matter.

Just some of the day’s skate enthusiasts. - Photos: Andrew McGee

Round and round they go.

Not just another day at the park. 

Smooth ride for Natalie Manna.

Branford Babe Ruth Closing ceremonies - SPORTS 1B
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Garden revival
By Melinda Myers

Spring floods, summer droughts and
temperature extremes take their toll on
gardens and the gardeners who tend them.
Help your gardens recover from the crazy
temperature and moisture extremes that
seem to occur each year.
Start by assessing the current condition

of your landscape. Remove dead plants as
soon as possible. They can harbor insect
and disease organisms that can infest your
healthy plantings.  Consider replacing
struggling plants with healthy plants better
suited to the space, growing conditions
and landscape design. You often achieve
better results in less time by starting over
rather than trying to nurse a sick plant back
to health.
As always, select plants suited to the

growing environment and that includes
normal rainfall.  Every season is different,
but selecting plants suited to the average
conditions will minimize the care needed

and increase your odds for success. Roses,
coneflowers, sedums and zinnias are just a
few drought tolerant plants. Elderberry,
ligularia, Siberian iris and marsh marigold
are a few moisture tolerant plants.
Be prepared for worse case scenario. In-

stall an irrigation system, such as the Snip-
n-drip soaker system, in the garden. It al-
lows you to apply water directly to the soil
alongside plants. This means less water
wasted to evaporation, wind and overhead
watering. You’ll also reduce the risk of
disease by keeping water off the plant
leaves.
A properly installed and managed irriga-

tion system will help save water. The con-
venience makes it easy to water thorough-
ly, encouraging deep roots, and only when
needed. Turn the system on early in the
day while you tend to other gardening and
household chores. You’ll waste less water
to evaporation and save time since the sys-
tem does the watering for you.
Capture rainwater and use it to water

container and in-ground gardens. Rain bar-
rels and cisterns have long been used for
this purpose and are experiencing renewed
interest. Look for these features when buy-
ing or making your own rain barrel. Make
sure the spigot is located close to the bot-

tom so less water collects and stagnates.
Select one that has a screen over the open-
ing to keep out debris. And look for an
overflow that directs the water into anoth-
er barrel or away from the house.
Add a bit of paint to turn your rain bar-

rel into a piece of art. Or tuck it behind
some containers, shrubs or a decorative
trellis.  Just make sure it is easy to access.
Be sure to mulch trees and shrubs with

shredded bark or woodchips to conserve

moisture, suppress weeds and reduce com-
petition from nearby grass. You’ll elimi-
nate hand trimming while protecting
trunks and stems from damaging weed
whips and mowers. 
Invigorate weather worn perennials with

compost and an auger
bit. Spread an inch of
compost over the soil
surface. Then use an
auger bit, often used for
planting bulbs, and drill
the compost into the
soil in open areas
throughout the gar-
den. You’ll help move
the compost to the root
zone of the plants and
aerate the soil with this
one activity.
A little advance plan-

ning and preparation
can reduce your work-
load and increase your
gardening enjoyment. 

Gardening expert, TV/radio host, author
& columnist Melinda Myers has more than
30 years of horticulture experience and
has written over 20 gardening books, in-
cluding Can’t Miss Small Space Garden-
ing. She hosts the nationally syndicated
Melinda’s Garden Moment TV and radio
segments and is a columnist and contribut-
ing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine.
Myers web site is www.melindamyers.com

A Snip-n-drip soaker system. - Photo: Courtesy Gardener’s Supply 

Sundaes on Friday
June 7

Summer reading parent workshop
Gwen Vann, instructional specialist from

the Suwannee District School curriculum de-
partment, is providing workshops for ele-
mentary school students' parents on how to
provide a summer reading program, at home,
for every elementary aged student. Programs
have been held at Branford Elementary and
Suwannee Primary schools, with additional
programs being held at a variety of times and
locations in order to provide for convenient
parent participation.
The primary goal of the workshop is to

provide parents with a rationale for why
reading is so important during the summer
and to help parents know how to help their
child make the summer productive. Students
who do not read during the summer time,

lose educational momentum and start off be-
hind in academic skills the next school year.  
Another goal of the program is to provide

parents with a basic overview of the changes
that are coming as a result of the state's move
to Common Core Standards. Parents who at-
tend the workshop will receive an overview
of what they can expect in the way of
changes due to Common Core. 
Each parent who attends the workshop will

receive a reading list of suggested titles ap-
propriate for the grade level of his or her
child.  Also, parents will receive information
regarding resources that are available to par-
ents, free of charge, that can be used to keep
all students learning through the summer.
Parents are encourage to attend the session

that is most convenient for them. The ses-
sions are held at the school at various times
of the day and at each of the elementary
schools in the district. Scheduled as follows:

May 22 8:30 - SIS
1:30 - BES

May 23 9:00 - SPS
1:30 - SIS
6 p.m. - SES

May 24 8:15 - SES
1:30 - SPS

May 28 6 p.m. -      BES

Attention all children
and parents.
Make your own ice

cream sundaes. On Friday,
June 7, from 1 p.m. until 3

p.m. at the Woman’s Club
located at 1308 11th St.,
SW, Live Oak. $2 for the
first bowl and $1 for each
additional. 

Alcoholics
Anonymous 
Meetings are held on

Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day at 8 p.m. The meetings
are at Nobles Ferry Road
next to Meridian Behavioral
Health Center. For more in-
formation, please call 386-
362-4221 or 386-688-3133.

Haven
Hospice
Compassionate Friends, a

national bereavement orga-
nization that helps families
who have lost a child, is
hosting a support group at
Haven Hospice. The group
will meet the third Monday
of every month from 7-9
p.m. at the Suwannee Val-
ley Hospice Care Center at
6037 US Highway 90 West.
For more information,
please call 386-697-0286 or
e m a i l
findhopetoday@gmail.com



The Kiwanis Club of Lake City 

took part in the race.
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Great Suwannee River Race
Kiwanis awarded, Rotary rewarded

Staff Suwannee Democrat
Branford — The Great Suwannee River

Race held Saturday, May 18, was once again

an event of water fun, good natured rivalries,
fast kayaks and innovative rafts! Four rafts and
more than a dozen kayaks and canoes raced a

seven mile course from Little River Spring to
Ivey Memorial Park mostly for bragging rights
on the beautiful Suwannee River.

Two person kayak - Second Place - Tommy Collinsworth, father and son team

One person kayak - First Place - Marion Feusner

Canoe - Mark and Monja Slater

One person Kayak - 

Second Place - 

Euripedes Neves

Two "person" kayak - First Place - Mike Grubb and his dog

Raft - First
Place - 

an undefeated
Kiwanis team

Brown Lantern Fun
award went to The

Rotary Club of Live
Oak - $200

Raft - Second Place - Rotary Club of Live Oak

MostInnovative Raft- Ray Touchtonand crew - $100
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SPORTSSPORTS
Local boys take 1st in
Ironman wrestling event

Terrence Clayton in the first place position. Tajh Clayton in the first place position. Courtesy photos

By Amber Vann
amber.vann@gaflnews.com

Two local boys recently placed
first in their weight class and age
division at a Lakeland Ironman
wrestling event.
Terrence Clayton, 12, and

brother, Tajh Clayton, 10, both of
Live Oak, competed in the Flori-
da State Freestyle Greco-Roman
Championship and Folkstyle

Ironman wrestling competition
over Mother’s Day weekend.
They both took first in their
weight class and age division in
the Folkstyle division, qualifying
them for the 2013 Southeast Re-
gional Freestyle Greco-Roman
and Folkstyle Championship in
Atlanta beginning Friday and
ending Sunday. 
The boys said this is their first

year wrestling and they have al-

ready consistently placed among
the top three wrestlers in every
off-season tournament they’ve
competed at. Any donations
would be greatly appreciated to
support the Clayton brothers as
they go on to represent Suwannee
County at the 2013 Southeast Re-
gional Championship in Atlanta.
To learn how to donate, please
contact their parents at 386-209-
5132.

Arc Benefit Tournament
a success

Over $5,200 raised
Arc clients are 
the big winners

Harry Smith of Branford enjoying the day with Arc staff, Shelley
Hill. Courtesy photo

Submitted

Golfers competed Friday,
May 10, to help raise money for
The Arc North Florida by play-
ing in the organization’s 3rd
Annual Benefit Tournament
presented by Poole Realty of
Live Oak. Originally slated for
play at The Country Club at
Lake City on May 3, this year’s
tournament had to be resched-
uled because of inclement
weather. According to the
agency’s Executive Director,
Bobbie Lake, “We couldn’t af-
ford to let a storm put a damper
on the tournament since it’s an
important event that helps us
raise awareness of the needs of
people with developmental and
intellectual disabilities in the
North Florida area.”
Attracting some of the area’s

best golfers, this year’s tourna-
ment also got the attention of
some of The Arc’s clients and
staff members who came to the
course just to have fun on the
putting green.  
“For our clients, hitting the

ball for the first time was the
highlight of their day because
every time they took a swing,
they were greeted by rousing
applause,” Lake said.
The Arc is a local agency that

has provided services to adults
living in the North Florida area
since 1981. This year’s title

sponsor, Poole Realty, was
joined by corporate sponsors,
Potash Corporation, Macclen-
ny’s Walmart Distribution and
Lake City’s Timco, along with
65 other area businesses, to help
The Arc raise over $5,200.
This year’s prizes went to the

top three gross and net teams.
The players with the longest
drive, closest to the hole and
closest to the line also received
golf gifts. One lucky winner
rode home with a new recliner
from the Gibson McDonald
store in Macclenny.  Regretful-
ly, no one made the hole-in-one
needed to win a new Silverado
truck offered by Wes Haney
Chevrolet of Live Oak but each
player was awarded a gift card
for a pair of Maui Jim sunglass-
es for their efforts.
The Arc’s event coordinator,

Janet Sampson, wrapped up the
day by saying, “our sponsors
and the players are the real he-
roes today. We know they had a
great time because they’re al-
ready asking me when we’re
doing our next event.”
For more information about

The Arc North Florida tourna-
ment and to see photos of the
event, golfers and sponsors, you
can go to the website at
www.arcnfl.com, follow them
on Facebook or contact Janet
Sampson at 386-362-7143 Ex-
tension 5. 

Branford Babe Ruth
Closing ceremonies

Bryson’s Tractor Repair - Coach Trapper Griffith, Hunter
Bryson, Troy Roberts, Lane Griffith, Tristan Kitchen, Trever
Kinsey, Payten Bates, Brianna Barrs, Wyatt Derringer, Colby
Beard, Thomas Sikes, Manager Jason Roberts. - Photos: Shut-
terbugs Photography

Branford Babe Ruth
Softball teams

Coaches Nicole Kinsey and Angie Timberlake,  Abbey Barnes, Jillian Cassube, Kinleigh Collins, Mikayla Donath, Arianna
Donaway, Cassydie Kinsey, Jessica Medina, Ashton Palmer, Lachelle Sikes, Tamrah Tyre, Madison Wolfe, Dakota Schnei-
der                                More photos page 3B

Submitted 

Branford Babe Ruth
closing ceremonies were
held Saturday, May 11, at
Hatch Park in

Branford. Players were
recognized for their ef-
forts with a trophy presen-
tation, then treated to re-
freshments afterwards.
More photos page 3B

Coming Friday
“Since last year, I think we made some significant

progress.” - Coach Jamie Rodgers
TenBroeck, SHS senior, represented community well at

softball All Star Classic.
Thunder Dawgs win 12U 2013 North Florida State

Championship.

10&U girls softball wasn't at the banquet because they had
advanced in a tournament and couldn't get back in time for
trophies.  Coach Craig Timberlake, Gracie Adams, Dara
Cannon, Brooke Driver, Mckenzie Eakins, Cera McElreath,
Summer Palmer, Kaylee Waxler, Madison Gallman, Alexis
McAlpin, Emma Sims, Katie Timberlake

SHS green and white game recap
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 MARIE LEE REALTY

 Joan Radford, Realtor
 386-208-5267

 Marie Lee, Broker
 386-688-3351 Nearly 10 acres! Rolling nice trees, good for home or  mobile home. $31,500 4 acres, paved rd. Drastically reduced. $20,000, MLS# 383434 4 acres wooded in the timbers.  Only $17,000. 2 acre wooded lot on the Withacoochee River.  Good buy $18,000. Nice lot in Suwannee Park  Estates cleared for your  home or mobile home. $7,500.

 1003 W. Howard St/90 West • Live Oak, FL office: 386-364-2828

Arc Benefit Tournament a success
Over $5,200 raised

First place net team - The Arc North Florida. First place gross team - McCrimon's Office Systems MOS.

Arc Director, Debbie Lee, manning the courtesy cart sponsored by Potash Corp. Arc clients enjoying the day at the Benefit Golf Tournament.  Courtesy photos

SMS spring game
Thursday at 6:30
The Suwannee Middle

School Bullpups will have
their green/gold Game this
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at
Langford Stadium in Live
Oak. After a successful
2012 season, over 50 sixth
and seventh graders have
participated in spring prac-
tices so far this year to help
defend their Florida Star

Conference Championship
this upcoming year.  
A special program to ac-

knowledge spring practice
award winners will occur at
halftime. Tickets for the
green/gold game are $3 and
the main concession stand
will be open.   Come out
and support these future
‘Dogs.

 804193

 127 Howard Street E., Live Oak, FL Phone: 386-362-4539 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478 Se Habla Espanol
 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 REDUCED 9  acres priced at just $19,900. Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498. MLS#78713

 GREAT COUNTRY LIVING - Cor. 144th St. & 209th Rd., 5 ac., mostly open pasture, several trees, no deed restrictions, 
 homes or MH, $22,900. Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#83435

 SUWANNEE RIVER - 114 ft., 2 ac., near Luraville, Peacocks Springs and Mayo, close to public boat ramp, wooded w/
 some clearing near river, $37,000. Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#83125

 $42,900 - for this 5 acres with a creek running thru the backside of property, a pole barn 13ft high approx  30/50, well 
 power, & septic. Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#82817

 NICE  little home with room for the horse. Some of the property pasture and some wooded. 3/2 DWMH & 4 ac.  $54,900. 
 David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#83455

 22 ACRES  close to Dowling Park, old 1961 SWMH and old well & septic, no value. $67,000. Glenda McCall, 386-2 08-
 5244 MLS#81992

 EXCELLENT PRODUCING  30 acre hay field. Argentine Bahia mixed with Pensacola. Gorgeous rolling pasture land. 
 $104,000.  David Mincey 386-590-0157, MLS#83025

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 GREAT STARTER HOME  3/1 on 2 
 acres at the edge of the city limits. Live 
 Oak $57,000. Call David Mincey, 386-
 590-0157 MLS#81748

 JUST A LITTLE TLC  will make this house a 
 home. 3/1 Brick on quarter acre with living 
 room, dining area, and den. Close to Live Oak 
 yet with that country feel. $89,000 Nelda 
 hatcher, 386-688-8067 MLS#83831

 UNIQUE-  1,400+ sq.ft., 3/2. W/all the living 
 quarters upstairs with nice view from the deck. 
 Everything has been renovated. Laundry room 
 downstairs, with additional storage. Owner will 
 lease with option, to qualified buyer. $99,900. Ric 
 Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#83240

 READY TO MOVE IN  to this awesome 4/2.5 
 brick house w/ 3,000 sqft, w/ a split floor plan, 
 updated Kitchen, lots of cabinets, double car 
 garage, 40x60 metal barn and pond. $349,000. 
 Anita Handy, 386-208-5877. MLS#83919

 NEW IMPROVED PRICE:  45,000+ 
 sq.ft. Commercial building in Live Oak. 
 Just minutes from Wal-Mart and I-10 
 interchange. $597,000. Call Ronnie 
 Poole, 386-208-3175. MLS#36340

 215 ACRES . Excellent tract has two 12” 
 well casings that are located close to each 
 other. 42 acres of 14 year old pines and 
 153 acres of 3 year old pines. $2,950 per 
 acre MLS#82124

 MOTIVATED

 LANDSCAPED BY NATURE.. 
 Enjoy the wildlife and sound of the shoals 
 in this 2/2 home on the Suwannee outside 
 of Mayo. $104,900. Call Kellie Shirah, 
 386-208-3847  MLS#83743

 REDUCED -  3/2, 2252 sqft w/10 
 acres that a country feel but minutes 
 from town. Big kitchen, screened 
 back patio, gas FP. Detached 
 workshop/barn. $199,999. Anita 
 Handy, 386-208-5877 MLS#83430

 ENTERTAIN  Friends & Family alike…in 
 this 3/2 w/vaulted ceilings, bright, open 
 kitchen, and Florida room. Large master 
 bdrm & bath with whirlpool. 2 car garage, 
 sprinkler system, paved driveway and 
 fenced back yard. $213,000. Kellie Shirah, 
 386-208-3847. MLS#82825

 JUST LISTED
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Branford Babe Ruth
Closing ceremonies

Gaylord Pump T-Ball - Manager Jason Turner, Isaish Anderson, Breanna Snipes, Tate Turn-
er, Kyler Williamson, Mollie Daniels, Tolby Terry, Andi Sabourin, Ashlee Combee, Coach
Ryan Combee.

O'Brien Feed Depot T-Ball - Coach Mike Bowers, Manager Hansen Ward, Aiden Morris, Ca-
son Ward, Raylan Vincent, Jake Snider, Jayden Hancock, Hunner Humphries, Braden Col-
lier, Natalie Carden, Braylee Moseley, Coach Misty Moseley.

Rookie 8U - Braden Bass, Cyruss Golding, Nicholas Griner, Austin Humphries, Trevor Lin-
ton, Eiston Mikell, Richard Roberts, Dakota Allen, Ethan Carter, Damian Gonzalez, Joseph
Hartman.

12&U Softball - Coach Angie Timberlake, Ashton Palmer, Kinleigh Collins, Jessica Medina,
Lachelle Sikes, Cassydie Kinsey, Arianna Donaway, Coach Nicole Kinsey.

8&U Softball - Coach Jennifer Barrs, Jade Adams, Katalina Snipes, Miranda Riels, Makay-
la Williams, Abbie Daniels, Taylor Turner, Jessie Sikes, Marissa Riels, Jenna Byrd, Joslyn
Barrs, Coach Margaret Williams.

Barnes Pinestraw T-Ball - Coach Jay Barnes, Dawson Cannon, Ethan Eakins, Gavin Barnes,
Reed Sikes, Tate Dampier, Ayden Humphries, Noah Ramsey, Corbin Bradow, Anna Marie
Eakins, Selke Evert, Manager Travis Humphries.

12&U Major Baseball - Austin Beaulooeuf, Jared Evert, Donta`e Braymiller, Wyatte Eakins, 
Seth Reaves, Tyler Walters, Coach Joe Eakins.     - Photos: Shutterbugs Photography 

10&U Minor Baseball - Clay Williams, Colton Allen, Jared Hill, Seth Heiderman, Tanner
Miller, Hayden Carter, Austin Patton, Landon Kramp, Zachary Lebrun.

Branford Babe Ruth
Softball teams

10 and under - Coach Craig Timberlake, Gracie Adams, Dara Cannon, Brooke Driver,
Mckenzie Eakins, Cera McElreath, Summer Palmer, Kaylee Waxler, Madison Gallman, Alex-
is McAlpin, Emma Sims, Katie Timberlake.

8 and under - Katalina Snipes, Sky Fivecoate, Olivia Timberlake, Taylor Turner, Makayla
Williams, Jade Adams, Joslyn Barrs, Jenna Byrd, Abigail Daniels, Marissa Riels, Miranda
Riels, Jessie Sikes, Alaina Tyre, Olivia Williams, Coaches Margaret Williams and Jennifer
Barrs. 

SHS spring game BHS spring football game
The spring game is Friday,

May 24, at Tallahassee Maclay
at 7 p.m. Come out and support
the ‘Dogs. 

The Branford High School spring foot-
ball game is Thursday, May 23, against

Bell at 7 p.m. at Buc stadium. Come out
and see a preview of our team in action.



set up booths or tables to pass out free items or informa-
tion brochures about your organization or services
For more information please contact:
Otha White Sr (386) 364-1367 or Audrey Howell (386)

364-4560.
Suwannee High School          

Class of ’93   
Making plans for their 20 year class reunion.  For more

information contact Heidi Stephenson Day at 386-330-
9817 or heididay@windstream.net.

20th Annual Wellborn Blueberry Festival 
June 7 & 8

Admission is free!  Both Friday and Saturday feature
Arts & Crafts and Food Vendors, the Country Store selling
blueberry pies, cobbler, muffins and more, live entertain-
ment by Herold White, and fresh blueberries and blueber-
ry plants available for purchase. The Blueberry Bake-off
and Tasting Party will be Friday evening. Saturday fea-
tures the Blueberry Pancake Breakfast, the Parade, and the
Talent Contest.  The winners of the Bake-Off, Parade and
Talent Contest are awarded cash prizes.  This event is
hosted by the Wellborn Community Association, a non-
profit 501(c)(3) corporation. For more info call 386-963-
1157 or see www.wellborncommunityassociation.com

Memorial Day ceremony
The American Legion Post 107 of Live Oak is proud to

announce that preparations for the annual Memorial Day
ceremony are now underway. We would like to cordially
invite all of Suwannee County to join us in the remem-
brance of all the men and women of the United States
Armed Forces that paid the ultimate sacrifice in the de-
fense of our country. Ceremony will commence at 11 a.m.
on 27 May 2013 in the Veterans Memorial section of the
Suwannee County cemetery. Following the ceremony an
Open House and traditional barbecue will be held at the
American Legion Post located approximately 5.5 miles
south on Hwy. 129, left of 142nd Street then about 1.5
miles on right.

Class of 1988
25th Reunion

Oct. 11 & 12, 2013
Kenny Gwinn
512-721-9677

CaSonia Williams Martin
386-647-6896

The Branford Camera Club 
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month, with an oc-

casional exception, for the purpose of sharing, learning,
and enjoying all things photographic.  We are an eclectic
group with experiences ranging from complete novice to
consummate professional.   
For more information, please contact:
Carolyn Hogue, Program Chair, 386-935-2044
Skip Weigel, Technical Consultant, 386-9382

Used books needed
Do you have hard or softcover books that you no longer

need? There might be other folks who would enjoy read-
ing them! The Wellborn Community Library will be host-
ing its semi-annual used book and bake sale during the
Wellborn Blueberry Festival on June 8, but now is the
time when the library (located at the Wellborn United
Methodist Church on Route 137 north of downtown) is ac-
tively soliciting donations of books. 
Organizers hope to have thousands of books available

on many subjects during the daylong sale, but to make that
possible, they are actively soliciting books right now. It
doesn’t matter whether you have a dozen or hundreds of
books, they are needed for resale. Please consider cleaning
out your bookshelves and donating hardbound or paper-
back books (books on any subject, fiction and non-fiction,
but no encyclopedias, please!). Books can either be
dropped at the library (located in the church fellowship
hall at 12005 County Road 137 in Wellborn) between 9
and noon on Tuesdays, or pickup can be arranged at no
cost.
If you have books to donate and would like to have them

picked up, call Wellborn UMC pastor Rev. Dr. Everett L.
Parker at 386-754-8524 or 386-688-1358. Proceeds from
the book and bake sale will benefit the library and the
Wellborn United Methodist Church’s outreach programs. 

Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc.
Free breakfast & lunch
for ages 60 and older
When: Monday - Friday
Where: Senior Center 
1171 Nobles Ferry Road
Live Oak, Fla. 32064
Time: Breakfast 8:30 - 10 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.
Make reservations for lunch by 9:30 a.m.     386-362-

1164 
Suwannee County Branch NAACP - Unit #5137
President: Mr. Lesley White
Mailing address: P.O. Box 6105, Live Oak, FL 32064
Telephone: 386-647-7360
Email: al101st@comcast.net
Meetings: First Monday in each month at 6 p.m. Ex.

Bd., 7 p.m. membership meeting
The Sparkleberry Chapter of the Florida Native

Plant Society
Sparkleberry Chapter meetings are held the 2nd Tues-

day of each month, except June, July, and August, at Hatch
Park in Branford.  Please contact Chapter President Mae
Brandt, maebrandt@bellsouth.net, 386-466-0915, for
more information.

Senior Citizens motorcoach tours
Madison Travel & Tours, Madison, Fla. 850-973-6439
Cape Cod & Plymouth June 8-16, 2013
Pigeon Forge & Smoky Mt. Show Trip Oct. 14-18, 2013 
Branson Show Extravaganza              Oct. 12-20, 2013
New York City                                   Dec. 4-12, 2013

Boy Scout Troop 408
Meets on Thursdays from 7-8:30 p.m. at the American

Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., between Live Oak and
McAlpin. Membership is open to boys ages 11-17. Join us
for camping, hiking, canoeing, and many other outdoor
activities. 386-209-3480

Cub Scout Pack 408
Meets on Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. at the American Le-

gion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., between Live Oak and
McAlpin. Membership is open to boys ages 6-10. Join us

for camping, archery, BB shooting, and many other fun
activities. Parents encouraged to participate. 386-209-
3480

Elks Lodge Bingo
Bingo is every Monday night from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at

the lodge featuring a progressive jackpot. Non Smoking.
Kitchen is open serving drinks and snacks. 

The Arc North Florida
Recycle with us

We recycle: Name brand ink cartridges and laser car-
tridges, working cell phones w/electric cord, digital cam-
eras - GPS - MP3, laptops.
For more info on how you can help The Arc recycle

products please call 386-362-7143 Ext. 5.
supporting adults with intellectual & developmental dis-

abilities in Suwannee, Hamilton, Lafayette, Columbia &
Baker Counties.

The Wellborn United Methodist Church 
Located at 12005 CR 137 in downtown Wellborn. From

Live Oak and points west, travel east on U.S. 90 to the
blinker light at CR 137. Turn left and go about a mile,
crossing the railroad tracks. The church is located about a
quarter mile north of the tracks on the left (look for signs).
From Lake City and points east, travel west on U.S. 90 to
the blinker light at CR 137 and turn right. 

The Suwannee Chapter of the 
Florida Trail Association

Monthly meetings on the second Monday of the month,
September through June, at the Suwannee River Water
Management District Office, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak, from
7 to 9 p.m. (The office is located on the corner of US 90
and CR 49, 2 miles east of Live Oak.)The Suwannee
Chapter of the Florida Trail Association develops, main-
tains, protects and promotes many miles of the Florida Na-
tional Scenic Trail, including the Econfina, Ellaville and
Big Oak Trails. Founded in 1993, the chapter serves Dix-
ie, Columbia, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, Taylor and
Suwannee Counties. Monthly meetings provide informa-
tion on a wide variety of topics pertaining to nature, ecol-
ogy, wildlife of the area, photography, etc.  The public is
cordially invited to join us for our monthly meetings as
well as hiking/paddling activities throughout the year.
Contact Irvin Chance, Chapter Chairman,  at 386-330-
2424, for more information on the association or the
monthly program. You may also visit the web site at:
www.suwannee.floridatrail.org or
www.meetup.com/Suwannee-FTA for a calendar of activ-
ities.

Suwannee County Bassmasters
Do you enjoy bass fishing?
Are you the competitive type?
Do you enjoy associating with other fisherman?
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Thurs. of each

month at Huddle House in Live Oak, US 129 and Inter-
state 10.
The club fishes on the Sat. following the Thurs. meeting

at various N. Fla. locations.
Come to our next meeting or call for details Mike John-

son 386-688-4780 or Robert Dees 386-688-0978.
Antioch Baptist Church
“Stars Widow Group”

Every 4th Thurs. of each month at 10:30 a.m. 5203 CR
795 Live Oak, Fla. 32060
386-362-3101

Recovery By The Numbers group of 
Narcotics Anonymous 

Meets Wed and Friday at 7:30 p.m. at St. Luke's Epis-
copal Church, 1391 11th St. S.W. Live Oak 386-249-3505
or Help Line # 866-352-5323, http://uncoastna.org Recov-
ery by the numbers is not affiliated with St. Lukes

Travel baseball team
North Florida River Rats 10u and 11u Travel baseball
team is looking for players. If interested, please contact 
Jamie Allbritton @ 386- 209-0166
Aluminum can recycle to help save the cats

Save the Cats of Live Oak 
Please help us help them. Save your aluminum for recy-

cling. Recycle trailer located in vacant lot next to Dairy
Queen. Donations of kitty food, wet food, litter and mon-
ey to help with expenses can be taken to Thrift Store, 303
East Howard Street, next to Suwannee Democrat. We need
your help to help them. Spay, neuter, medications, food,
litter and money contributions. We are a non-profit group
501C3 being applied for.  For more information, call Bar-
ney at 386-364-1006.
Suwannee Democratic Executive Committee meeting
Suwannee DEC will meet on the second Thursday of

every month at 7 p.m. at Live Oak City
Hall, 101 White Ave., Live Oak, FL 32064.

Save the Cats of Live Oak
Volunteers needed!

T.N.R. campaign to save Live Oaks ferel cats has been
started. Ferel and stray cats will be trapped, neutered and
returned to where they were trapped. All kittens & friend-
ly cats will be adopted out.
Donations needed: Cat food, wet & dry, money for neu-

tering, traps, carriers, cages, food & water containers etc.
Anyone interested in helping in any way please contact
Barney at 386-364-1006 or Ray Cobb 386-688-0036.
Donations needed for Save the Cats of Live Oak
Food barrels for donations of wet & dry food as well as

litter are located at Tractor Supply (Lake City and Live
Oak) Winn-Dixie, Dollar General Stores, Freds, Down-
town Cafe & Big Wheel Market Place. Other items need-
ed include $ for spay & neuter, blankets, totes, towels,
building supplies, services of a carpenter. Please call for
additional info 386-364-1006. Non-profit 501C3 being
applied for.

Save the Cats of Live Oak
Special kittens adoption have several beautiful, cuddly

kittens, male & females all have been spayed & neutered,
checked for FIV, leukemia and rabies shots. Special dona-
tion rate $30. To have these things done at a vet clinic
would cost over $100. We are a 501-C3 non-profit reserve.
Also need donations of kitten food, dry food and tidy cats
litter. Bring donations to Big Wheel Market Place,  317 W.
Howard St or Downtown Cafe, Tractor Supply or Freds.
Call for additional information Barney 386-364-1006.

TOPS Fl #0662

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2013PAGE 4B � SUWANNEE DEMOCRAT/LIVE OAK

Calendar of Events
Tent revival

June 8-14, 2013
6:30 p.m. nightly

Hosted by: 
Little Galilee Church, Mayo, Fla. with Pastor Sellers.
Tent will be on church grounds at 422 Martin Luther

King Blvd.
Sundaes on Friday

June 7
Attention all children and parents
Make your own ice cream sundaes. On Friday, June 7,

from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. at the Woman’s Club located at
1308 11th St., SW, Live Oak. $2 for the first bowl and $1
for each additional. 

Suwannee High School 
Class of ’93

Making plans for their 20 year class reunion.  For more
information contact Heidi Stephenson Day at 386-330-
9817 or heididay@windstream.net.
The Lee Worship Center Church Singin & Pickin
Located at 471 S.E. Magnolia Dr. in Lee, Fla. will  host

a gospel sing and pot-luck supper on June 1, 2013 in hon-
or of Pastor Richard B. Sauls wife, Sharon Sauls, birthday.
The supper will begin at 6 p.m. and the gospel sing will be-
gin at 7 p.m. This will also be an open mike sing for
singers or pickers, so if you want to get on the program
call the number below.The Florida Gator Christians will
see if they can bring more people to the supper and sing
than the Seminole Christians. The Pastor’s wife is an avid
Gator Fan so we are going to see if we can win with a
house full for Seminoles. This is a potluck supper so
please bring a covered dish and some type of beverage.
Pastor Richard & Sharon Sauls & family are from Perry,
Fla.For more information or directions contact Allen Mc-
Cormick or Brenda McCormick at 850-869-9977 or 9976.

Family Fun Day
July 13
John Hale Community Park, Live Oak

Christian Mission In Action Ministries
Churches, groups, businesses, organizations and indi-

viduals. We at Christian Mission In Action Ministries and
Youth Development Committee are seeking your partici-
pation or donations to help make this years event of fami-
ly fun, games, entertainment and food as successful and
enjoyable as last years and better. With your help we are
confident that we can make it happen. You are invited to

SEE CALENDAR,  PAGE 5B
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 To place an ad on this page, please call Brenda at 386-362-1734 Ext. 109

 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 78
39

26
˙

 CAPTION: Despite their beauty, spring flowers often trigger allergy season.

 Millions of people across the globe suffer from allergies, many of which rear their ugly heads 
 during the spring season. Such a reality can quickly spoil the excitement of the nice weather.
 Although there is no cure for allergies, individuals who do suffer from allergies have a host of 
 treatment options at their disposals. Some are over-the-counter medications while others 
 require prescriptions. Each type of medication works differently, and allergy sufferers may find 
 it interesting and beneficial to understand the different ways some of the more common allergy 
 treatments work.

 Antihistamines
 Some of the more well-known over-the-counter antihistamines include Benadryl, Claritin and 
 Zyrtec. Prescription antihistamines include Clarinex and Livostin.
 When an allergy sufferer is exposed to an allergen, cells within the body’s immune system 
 release a substance called histamine, which then attaches to receptors in the blood vessels as 
 well as additional receptors. As a result, the blood vessels enlarge and histamine’s attachment 
 to other receptors causes swelling, itching, changes in secretions, and redness. However, when 
 an allergy sufferer takes an antihistamine, the medication blocks the histamine receptors, 
 preventing the symptoms in the process.
 Though antihistamines are effective, they can also cause drowsiness. Allergy sufferers should 
 look for non-sedating antihistamines, which may require a prescription.

 Decongestants
 Some of the more recognizable decongestants are Visine eye drops, Sudafed tablets or liquid, 
 and Zyrtec-D. Each of these is an over-the-counter decongestant. Prescription decongestants 
 like Claritin-D are often combination medications, which means they contain both an 
 antihistamine and a decongestant. 
 When an individual is having an allergic reaction, the tissues in the nose swell as a result of 
 contact with the allergen. This swelling results in fluid and mucous production, and swelling in 

 the blood vessels of the eyes also 
 occurs, which causes the redness of 
 the eyes many allergy sufferers 
 experience during spring. 
 Decongestants work by shrinking the 
 swollen nasal tissues and blood 
 vessels. This helps relieve the swelling, 
 mucous secretion, redness, and 
 congestion.
 Many allergy sufferers prefer nasal 
 sprays and eye drops to relieve 
 symptoms. However, such 
 medications, which often require a 
 prescription, can only be used for a 
 few days. Use beyond a few days can 
 actually make allergy symptoms 
 worse.
 Not all men and women can use 
 decongestants to relieve their allergy symptoms. That’s because decongestants may raise blood 
 pressure, essentially making them off limits to those who already have high blood pressure. 
 Additional potential side effects of decongestants are insomnia, irritability and restricted urinary
 flow. When considering a decongestant to relieve allergy symptoms, men and women should 
 consult their physician before buying any products.

 Steroids
 Thanks to professional sports, many people shudder at the mere mention of the word 
 “steroids.” However, steroids used to treat allergies are corticosteroids and not the anabolic 
 steroids athletes use to build muscle. Steroids used to treat allergies can be nasal (Flonase, 
 Nasonex), inhaled (Flovent, Alvesco), eye drops (Alrex and Dexamethasone), or oral 
 (Prednisone).
 Steroids work by reducing inflammation and swelling. Steroids can be highly effective in treating 
 allergies, and work for seasonal and year-round allergies as well as skin allergies. When 
 prescribed a steroid to treat an allergy, it’s important for men and women to continue to take 
 the medication daily as directed, even if the symptoms of the allergy have disappeared. This can 
 be as long as two weeks.
 Though highly effective, steroids do come with significant side effects. When taken orally, short-
 term steroid use can cause weight gain, high blood pressure and fluid retention, while long-
 term use can result in muscle weakness, bone-thinning osteoporosis and even diabetes. When 
 taking inhaled steroids, men and women might suffer from coughing, hoarseness or even 
 develop a yeast infection in their mouth.
 Even though spring is commonly referred to as allergy season, men and women have a host of 
 allergy treatment options to try. Before committing to any treatment, it’s best for a person to 
 examine each option to determine which is the best fit for him or her.  

 Understanding Allergy Treatments

 804138˙

Calendar of Events
We would like to invite everyone that has a little or a lot

of weight to lose, to come visit us. TOPS is a weight loss
support group. We strive to help each other through out
our meetings. We have different programs such as stress
eating, the buffet, portion control, exercise, medications
that can cause weight gain, and more. Take Off Pounds
Sensibly is an organization that supports you while striv-
ing to meet your goal weight, as well as after meeting your
goal, and you are working to maintaining our goal. TOPS
0662 meets on Thursday mornings at the First Advent
Christian Church, 699 Pinewood Dr., Live Oak, Fla. We
start our weight in at 8 - 8:50 a.m. The meeting starts at 9
-10 a.m. your first visit is free, so come and let us support
you in your challenge to Take Off Pounds Sensibly. For
more information contact Elaine at 386-364-5537.

Volunteer advocates needed 
Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program needs

volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates who
protect the rights of elders who live in nursing homes, as-
sisted living facilities and adult family care homes.  The
program’s local councils are seeking additional volunteers
to identify, investigate and resolve residents’ concerns.
Special training and certification is provided. 

All interested individuals who care about protecting the
health, safety, welfare and rights of long-term care facili-
ty residents -- who often have no one else to advocate for
them -- are encouraged to call toll-free 1-888-831-0404 or
visit the program’s website at http://ombudsman.myflori-
da.com.

Bryan Morgan
Recruitment Manager
Department of Elder Affairs
Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program
988 Woodcock Rd, Suite 198
Orlando, FL 32803
850-510-3920 (cellular)
407-228-7752 (office)
407-228-7754 (fax)
morganb@elderaffairs.org

Navy and Marine Corps
Shipmates who served on the USS Columbus CA-

74/CG-12 from 1944 through 1976 and the USS Colum-
bus (SSN-762) past and present, if you would like to share
memories and camaraderie with old friends and make new
ones, please contact Allen R. Hope, President, 3828 Hob-
son Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815-4505. 

Home: (260) 486-2221 

8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Eastern time. 
Fax: 260-492-9771
email: Hope4391@frontier.com

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meetings are held on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8

p.m. The meetings are at Nobles Ferry Road next to
Meridian Behavioral Health Center. For more informa-
tion, please call 386-362-4221 or 386-688-3133.

Haven Hospice
Compassionate Friends, a national bereavement organi-

zation that helps families who have lost a child, is hosting
a support group at Haven Hospice. The group will meet
the third Monday of every month from 7-9 p.m. at the
Suwannee Valley Hospice Care Center at 6037 US High-
way 90 West. For more information, please call 386-697-
0286 or email findhopetoday@gmail.com  

TOPS FL 798
We know everyone has different hopes and dreams, dif-

ferent health conditions and weight loss goals. TOPS
helps people meet their individual needs through group
support.

However you measure success and whatever you have
to lose, TOPS is here for you. Change take time. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly supports you, no matter how long, even
after you've reached your goal. There is no quick fixes at
TOPS and no phony guarantees about weight loss. It's up
to you and it's a total commitment on your part, but if you
bring the desire, we can help. We meet every Wed. morn-
ing at 10 a.m. at the Community Church of God, 10639
Hwy 129 S, Live Oak, Fla. For more information contact
Dorie at 386-658-2767

Alzheimer's Support Group
Fourth Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. at Surrey

Place Care Center. 
The Center is located at 110 Lee Ave. SE in Live Oak.
For any questions or suggestions call Shanna Kirby @

386-364-5961 ext 16 or my cell 386-209-2327
Live Oak Garden Club

Meets on the 3rd Friday of each month,  for a luncheon
and a program for "all gardeners".  The Live Oak Garden
Club is also an ideal location and facility for a wedding re-
ception, baby shower, family reunion, suitable for any
event up to 100 people. Visit our website at www.liveoak-
floridagardenclub.com or phone Sara at 386-364-4189 for
additional information.

Suwannee River Jeep Club & 4X4
SRJC 4X4 is a new off-road club dedicated to Jeeps but

open to other makes of 4X4's. We are looking for mem-
bers that enjoy off-roading activity. We are a family ori-

ented club that have monthly meetings and organize other
activities such as trail rides, camping, mud events and
fundraising events. Please contact Sarah or Cat at
srjc4X4@gmail.com for more info. 386-688-3750
(Sarah). 

Volunteer Opportunity & 
Meeting Notice

Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program needs
volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates who
protect the rights of elders residing in nursing homes, as-
sisted living facilities and adult family care homes.  The
program’s local councils are seeking additional volunteers
to identify, investigate and resolve residents’ concerns.
Special training and certification is provided.

All interested individuals  who care about protecting the
health, safety, welfare and rights of long-term care facili-
ty residents -- who often have no one else to advocate for
them -- are encouraged to call toll-free (888) 831-0404 or
visit the program’s Web site at http://ombudsman.myflori-
da.com.

Grief recovery is a painful process.  
GriefShare is a weekly video seminar featuring some of

the nation’s foremost experts on grief recovery topics.
Each Wednesday evening seminar is combined with a
grief support group discussion time. GriefShare is held at
FBC Live Oak each Wednesday evening  at 6 p.m.

Volunteers Needed!
Surrey Place Care Center in Live Oak is looking for in-

terested volunteers who would like to share their time and
talents with our senior adults. Volunteers enrich the lives
of our residents and staff by brightening their days in so
many ways!

If you are interested in helping others; if you would like
to experience the gratification and sense of purpose that
comes from working with senior adults with special
needs, then we hope you will accept our invitation to learn
more about the volunteer opportunities we have available.
Surrey Place Care Center welcomes volunteer involve-
ment in a variety of areas and capacities.

Please join us.
Surrey Place Care Center
Teri Christian, 
Quality of Life Director
386-364-5961
act.surrey@signaturehealthcarellc.com

Love Forever
Live Oak Church of Christ, 1497 SR 51 (Irvin Ave) will

be open every third Saturday morning of each month for a
clothes closet and food pantry, 10:30 - 12 noon.

Continued From Page 4B
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Classifieds
North Florida

Place a classified: Call 386-362-1734 or toll free 1-800-525-4182
or fax 386-364-5578 Hours are M-F 8 am - 5 pm • closed Sat. & Sun.

Reaching 14,100 households each week

 784025

 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

 Education

 MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES  NEEDED!  Train to become a Medical 
 Office Assistant. NO EXPERIENCE 
 NEEDED! Online training gets you Job 
 ready ASAP. HS Diploma/GED & PC/
 Internet needed!  (888)374-7294

 Help Wanted

 DRIVER:  One Cent Raise after 6 and 
 12 months. $0.03 Enhanced Quarterly 
 Bonus. Daily or Weekly Pay, Hometime 
 Options. CDL-A, 3 months OTR exp. 
 800-414-9569
 www.driveknight.com

 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
 Learn to drive for US Xpress! Earn $700 
 per week! No experience needed! Local 
 CDL Traning. Job ready in 15 days! 
 (888)368-1964

 Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers 
 earn 50 up to 55 cpm  loaded. $1000 
 sign on to Qualified drivers. Home 
 most weekends. Call: (843)266-3731 / 
 www.bulldoghiway.com. EOE

 Homes For Rent

 BUY 1-3 BD HOMES FROM $1,000/ MO!:  Pre-Forclosured and Rent2Own 
 Homes! Bad credit OK! Only 500 credit 
 score Min! To learn more and access 
 local listing call 1-866-955-0621

 Miscellaneous

 MEDICAL CAREERS BEGIN HERE– 
 TRAIN ONLINE FOR ALLIED HEALTH 
 AND MEDICAL MANAGEMENT. JOB 
 PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. COMPUTER 
 AND FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 

 SCHEV AUTHORIZED. CALL 888-203-
 3179 WWW.CENTURAONLINE.COM

 Attend College Online 100%.
 *Medical, *Business, *Criminal Justice, 
 *Hospitality, *Web. Job placement 
 assistance. 
 Computer and Financial Aid for 
 qualified students. SCHEV authorized. 
 Call 888-203-3179 
 www.CenturaOnline.com

 AIRLINES ARE HIRING–  Train for 
 hands on Aviation Maintenance Career. 
 FAA approved program. Financial aid if 
 qualified – Housing available CALL 
 Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-
 314-3769

 AIRLINE CAREERS –  Train for hands 
 on Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA 
 approved program. Financial aid if 
 qualified – Housing available CALL 
 Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-
 314-3769

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 05-20-13 - 05-24-13

FirstDay FirstDay

Classifieds
Are In

Find It In The 
Classifieds!!

HUNTING?
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$14900

PER MONTH

$14900

PER MONTH

2013 Dodge
DART
$2,499 DAS,
36 Mo. Lease

2013 Dodge
DART

2013 Chrysler
Town & Country
2013 Chrysler
Town & Country
NOW ONLY
$289DAS $2,249

36 Month Lease

2013 Dodge
Advenger

2013 Dodge
Advenger

0% APR 72 MOS.

2013 Dodge
Caravan
2013 Dodge
Caravan
NOW ONLY
$289DAS $2,399

36 Month Lease

2013 Dodge
Durango
2013 Dodge
Durango

DAS $2,999
36 Month Lease

2013 DODGE
Challenger
2013 DODGE
Challenger

NOW ONLY
$289DAS $2,244

36 Month Lease

2013 DODGE
Journey

2013 DODGE
Journey

NOW ONLY
$239DAS $2,999

36 Month Lease

NOW AVAILABLE

0.0
%

FINANCING FOR 
72 MONTHS

On Select Makes

NOW AVAILABLE

0.0
%

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

UP
TO

808632

NOW ONLY
$309
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