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Editor’s note: This is the
third part of a five week se-
ries titled “Are we
ready?”, in which we delve
into storm preparedness lo-
cally. This part focuses on
lessons learned from TS
Debby.
Hardships rarely come

without a lesson to be
learned. In June of 2012,
Suwannee County watched
with their eyes wide open
as Tropical Storm Debby
left an imprint both physi-
cally and financially. Since
the last flood prior to Deb-
by occurred over 50 years
ago, many believed the
county was not prepared
for the disaster. Whether
the county was ready or
not, there was still a lesson
to be learned. 
“I think the lessons

learned from TS Debby

were the importance of
communication and the
community coming togeth-
er the way they did to help
themselves and their neigh-
bors,” said Kimberly
Thomas, assistant director,
division of emergency
management. 

Communication 
prior to impact

Just prior to a storm’s im-
pact, communication be-
gins between the Emer-
gency Operations Center
and other emergency agen-
cies. The office performs
tasks such as compile and
transmit storm forecast re-
ports to appropriate agen-
cies, organizations and
groups, coordinate/dissem-
inate all county public in-
formation activities, estab-
lish and maintain a log of
all event and or actions,

Lessons
learned

Thousands of folks converged on The Suwannee River Music
Park in Suwannee County over the weekend for the Suwannee
River Jam. The rain didn’t deter the country music fans. Sh-
eryl Crow was the headliner Saturday night. Rain was pouring
down as she sang to rain soaked fans. Park officials said
about 25,000 people turned out throughout the weekend. See
more photos, 12A. - Photo: George Peavey

RAIN DIDN’T 
STOP THE JAM

SEE LESSONS, PAGE 13A

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

One of the approved agenda
items at a recent Suwannee Coun-
ty School Board meeting was to

add a pharmacy technician pro-
gram to Suwannee-Hamilton
Technical Center’s curriculum.
The targeted date to begin the pro-
gram is Oct. 1.
“I’m very excited that we’re ex-

panding our medical offering in
instruction,” said District 3
School Board member Julie Ul-
mer.

Pharmacy tech 
program coming soon

Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center

Program will benefit 12 students annually

Suwannee-Hamilton
Technical Center 
Director 
Walter Boatright.

SEE PHARMACY, PAGE 13A

Folks from all over the county participated in National Day of Prayer Thursday. The public was able to join in prayer
at Surrey Place Care Center, Branford Town Hall and at Live Oak City Hall, where this photo was taken. Prayers were
offered for the needs of our nation and community. - Photo: Andrew McGee

National Day of Prayer draws crowd

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The American Cancer
Society’s Relay for Life of
Suwannee County will be
at the Suwannee High
School track beginning at 6
p.m. on Friday, May 17,
and will continue until Sat-
urday, May 18, at 11 a.m.
The theme this year is
“Aloha Relay Goodbye
Cancer”.
Relay is about raising

awareness and funds to bat-

tle all types of cancer and
more. 
“Relay for Life is an 18

hour event,” said Team De-
velopment Heather Star-
ling. “It is to remember the
loved ones who have lost
the battle, celebrate the
ones who are survivors and
fight back with the ones
who are currently fighting
cancer.”
The 18 hour walk sym-

bolizes what a cancer pa-

A scene from last year’s Relay for Life. 

A ‘RELAY’ FOR ‘LIFE’
This year’s event theme:
‘Aloha Relay Goodbye Cancer’

SEE THIS, PAGE 13A

Rotarians of Live Oak recently
hosted five outstanding professionals
from Portugal as part of the Group
Study Exchange program of The Ro-
tary Foundation.

Here the
GSE team
visits the
Rotary
Club of
Live Oak’s
“Peace
Garden.”
The garden
is part of
Heritage
Park and
Gardens
on 
Helvenston
Street.

Group Study 
Exchange team
comes to 

Suwannee County
Rotary clubs in Portugal
send professionals for
goodwill exchange to
United States

Through the program,
teams of professionals ex-
change visits between
paired Rotary districts in

SEE GROUP, PAGE 14A

Melody school fightleads to arrest
By Bryant Thigpen

bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

A Live Oak teen was arrested after a fight
broke out on the basketball courts at Melody
Christian Academy, according to a Suwan-
nee County Sheriff’s Office report.
According to the report, on April 17, at

approximately 1 p.m., MCA student Steffon
Breedlove, 19, 7814 103rd Rd., Live Oak, and the victim, a
fellow student, were playing basketball at MCA. The victim
said Breedlove became very angry due to him taking the bas-
ketball away. Breedlove allegedly pushed him into a corner

Sheriff: Basketball game leads to broken jaw

Breedlove

SEE MELODY, PAGE 13A

Her first day on the job was March 28. See Page 10A

MARY NIMS IS DEPUTY
CITY CLERK

Follow us:
facebook.com/SuwanneeDemocrat

FACEBOOK CHATTER
Most reached:– LOPD Chief Buddy Williams warns of phone scams. (4,010)– Suwannee softball beat Ponte Vedra 8-2.  (2,019)– Traffic stop leads to battery, drug charges. (1,218)– Who makes what in Suwannee. (1,115)
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Editor’s note: The Suwan-
nee Democrat prints the en-
tire arrest record each week.
If your name appears here
and you are later found not
guilty or the charges are
dropped, we will be happy to
make note of this in the
newspaper when judicial
proof is presented to us by
you or the authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
SCSO-Suwannee County

Sheriff’s Office
LOPD-Live Oak Police

Department
FDLE-Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP-Florida Highway Pa-

trol
FWC-Florida Wildlife

Commission
DOT-Department of

Transportation
OALE-Office of Agricul-

tural Law Enforcement
P & P-Probation and Pa-

role
USMS-US Marshals Ser-

vice
ATF-Department of Alco-

hol, Tobacco and Firearms
DOC-Department of Cor-

rections 
Apr 30, Rolando Miguel

Perez, 34, 3601 West St,
Immokalee, FL, VOP O/C
No Valid DL & DUI: SCSO-
T. Ford
Apr 30, Kirk Douglas

Baldwin, II, 36, 2114 43rd
Terrace N, St. Petersburg,
FL, Grand Theft III Speci-
fied: SCSO- T. Lee
Apr 30, Justin Ryan Gat-

tie, 20, 6659 59th Drive,
Live Oak, FL, FTC O/C No
Valid DL: SCSO- B.
Williams
Apr 30, Willis Joshua Ja

Jackson, 27, 27441 27th
Road, Branford, FL, Viola-
tion of Injunction: SCSO-
Z.  Clark
May 1, Travis William

Stalvey, 30, 21061 154th
Lane, O'Brien, FL, FTC O/C
DWLS Unknowing: SCSO-
C. Tompkins
May 1, Johnathan Lamar

Howell, 31, 902 Carroll Rd,
Lake Park, GA, Retail Theft,
Resisting a Merchant:
SCSO- Cpl. D. Brown
May 1, Daniel Wells Jen-

nings, 43, 9534 116th Pl,
Live Oak, FL, Grand Theft:
SCSO- T. Roper
May 1, Steffon M.

Breedlove, 19, 7814 103rd
Rd, Live Oak, FL, Agg Bat-
tery: Great Bodily Harm:
SCSO- M. Henry
May 1, Kenneth Randall

Arrest Record
Smith, 52, 702 W Marion St,
Tallahassee, FL, DUI, Resist
Off W/O Violence, 1st App
N/PD Appt Per WFW: FHP-
A. Hughes
May 2, Jason Allen

Medlin, 35, 12718 72 Terr,
Live Oak, FL, FTA O/C
Trespass, FTA O/C Petit
Theft, Pay Cash Fine 500.00:
SCSO- C. Smith
May 2, Janie Lavon

Williams, 45, 205 SE Cheery
Ln, Lee, FL, Suw Co
Wrt/Sale Cont Sub, Suw Co
Wrt/Sale Cntl Sub: LOPD-
B. Harrison
May 2, Misty Kay

Hollingsworth, 30, 12428
Garner Road, Bomont, TX,
VOP O/C Grand Theft:
SCSO- T. Smith
May 2, Donita Renay Ri-

ley, 22, 3769 NW 107th Ave,
Jasper, FL, VOP O/C Grand
Theft III: SCSO- A. Loston
May 2, Antonio Rosales,

46, Suwannee CI, Live Oak,
FL, Return for Court: SCSO-
T. Smith
May 2, Faustino H Mar-

tinez, 25, 6th St, Live Oak,
FL, No Drivers License:
SCSO- K. Descarreaux
May 2, Patricia K Stover,

29, 129 US 90, Madison, FL,
DUI, Poss -20 Cannabis:
DALE- T. Bishop
May 3, Rodquez Dontay

Holmes, 21, 9240 137th Dri-
ve Apt 27, Live Oak, FL, No
Valid DL, Resist Arrest W/O
Violence: LOPD- D. Slaugh-
ter
May 3, Walter Fredrick

Race, 41, 1409 White Av-
enue, Live Oak, FL, VOP
(Sale Cntl Subs/Poss Cntl
W/I Sell): SCSO- B.
Williams
May 3, Patricia Mae

Thompson, 48, 305
Broughton Street, Branford,
FL,  Contempt of Court-Sent
48 Hrs County Jail: SCSO-
J. Law
May 3, William David

Groshon, 20, Lake City Cor-
rection, Lake City, FL, Re-
turn for Court, Return for
Court: SCSO- T. Ford
May 3, Curtis Eugene

Jackson, 51, 239 E Lee
School Ave, Lee, FL, Tam-
pering with Witness: SC-
SODTF- R. Sammons
May 3, Franklin Lester

Burkett, 37, 1820 Ichotuck-
nee Road, Live Oak, FL,
Poss Firearm By Felon, As-
sault (Dom Viol): LOPD- C.
Kinsey
May 4, Jose Martinez

Reyes, 52, 721 SW Walker
Avenue, Live Oak, FL, VOP
(Agg Assault W/Deadly
Wpn/Agg Battery W/Deadly
Wpn): LOPD- A. Hernandez
May 4, Charles Douglas

Milstead, 47, 1336 Hardee
Drive SE, Lee, FL, Disorder-
ly Conduct: SCSO- T.
Roberts
May 4, Thomas Ralph

Hunt, 28, 4669 SW
Pinemount Road, Lake City,
FL, Poss Cntrl Substance,
Battery (Dom Violence), 1st
App/WFW/PD Appt:
SCSO- W. Kelly
May 4, Michael Jerome

Hines, 43, 612 Hamilton Av-
enue, Live Oak, FL, VOP
(Burg Struc/Poss Burg
Tools), Palm Beach Co, FTA
(Retail Theft), FTA (DWL-
SR/Leave Scene of Acc W/O
Give Info), FTA (DWLSR),
007031 Palm Beach Co, 1st
App/WFW/PD Appt:
LOPD- D. Slaughter
May 4, Albento Ceilo

Gomez, 30, 8192 260th Ter-
race, Branford, FL, Agg Bat-
tery (D.V.) on Preg Person,
1st App/WFW/PD Appt:
SCSO- Z. Clark
May 5, Eddie Lee Brooks,

Jr., 29, 1782 Jenkins Ave,
Live Oak, FL, Poss +20
Grms Cannabis,
DWLSR/Knowingly, 1st
Appear/WFW/PD Appt:
SCSO- W. Kelly

SEE ARRESTS, PAGE 10A

Clerk of Court Barry
Baker’s salary is
$102,910, not $100,910
as previously reported. 

Correction
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Purple Hatter's Ball presents Emancipator, EddieRoberts' West Coast Sounds, Crunchay Campground Stage and Crunchay Sunday Music Hall
Purple Hatter’s Ball has added

Emancipator and Eddie Roberts’ West
Coast Sounds to the already stellar
line-up along with a Crunchay Camp-
ground Stage & Crunchay Sunday in
the Music Hall, showcasing 20 innov-
ative electronic acts. The event will
also feature an impressive roster of
seasoned musicians for Roosevelt
Collier & Nigel Hall’s Sunday
Gospel Surprise featuring Lenesha
Randolph (Robert Randolph & The
Family Band), Adam Smirnoff (Let-
tuce), Pete Shand (The New Master-
sounds), Jermal Watson (Dirty Dozen
Brass Band) and The Shady Horns -
Ryan Zoidis, Eric Bloom and James
Casey. Completing the line-up, Purple
Hat Productions announced a Sunday
afternoon mystery performance, but
the band will not be revealed until
May 10 when the festival kicks off.
Taking place at the picturesque

Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park

(SOSMP) in Live Oak, May 10 -12,
the three-day music festival honors
the memory of longtime music festi-
val lover Rachel Morningstar Hoff-
man. Advance tickets available for
$75 at www.PurpleHattersBall.com
and include three days of music,
primitive camping and all taxes and
fees. The SOSMP is also generously
offering a deeply discounted cabin
and golf cart rental package to Purple
Hatter's guests. Cabins are limited, so
jump on this deal quickly by calling
386-364-1683.
Purple Hatter's Ball 2013 full artist
line-up
Lettuce • Emancipator • The New

Mastersounds • Quantic • The Malah •
DubConscious • Eddie Roberts’ West
Coast Sounds • Roosevelt Collier &
Nigel Hall’s Sunday Gospel Surprise
• Greenhouse Lounge • Catfish Al-
liance • Chroma • Trial By Stone • Sir
Charles • Lucky Costello • Cherry

Royale • Scott Campbell & Avis
Berry Band • Profit • Stone Street •
Major Shed • FLT RSK •Antique An-
imals
Crunchay Campground Stage &
Crunchay Sunday in the Music
Hall
Shoes & Laces  •Spektrum  • Don

McCon  • T3AM  • DJ Bobby New-
port  • Afro Monk  • Mason Masters  •
LeGinge  • DJ Ellofunk  •
SethEdemik  • S.P.O.R.E.  • Com-
bustible  • Vlad the Inhaler  • Leo Kul-
ishevskiy  • Trillucination  • DJ Kevin
Velarde  • Bit Deff  • Beat Thief Inc.  •
Elliot Mess

Purple Hatter’s Ball Links:
www.Pu rp l eHa t t e r sBa l l . c om ;
www.facebook.com/PurpleHatters-
Ball;  Twitter: @PurpleHatters;  Insta-
gram: @PurpleHatters; www.Rachel-
Mo r n i n g s t a r F o u n d a t i o n . o r g ;
www.musicliveshere.com.

Lettuce, The New Mastersounds, Quantic, DubConscious,The Malah, Nigel Hall and Roosevelt Collier's SundayGospel Surprise, Greenhouse Lounge and more

Emancipator 

New Master Gardener volunteer training 
Do you like plants and “playing in the

dirt”? Yes? Join us when the UF/IFAS
Suwannee County Extension will be offer-
ing training for new Master Gardener Vol-
unteers.
The class will cover topics such as veg-

etable gardening, pruning, propagation, ir-
rigation and water resources, fertilization
and irrigation practices, plant identifica-
tion, pests and pesticides, and composting.
The orientation for this training will be

July 24, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. at the Ex-
tension Office. The classes will be on

Wednesdays, July 31-Nov. 13. The require-
ments and expectations will be covered at
orientation.
The orientation and the classes will be

held at the Suwannee County Extension
Office at 1302 11th Street SW, Live Oak
which is located next to the Coliseum at
the Agricultural Complex.
The training is for individuals who can

donate 75 hours of their time in the first
year after graduation (by Dec. 31, 2014) to
help Extension Agents improve landscape
and gardening practices.

For more information, contact Carolyn
Saft or Pamela Burke at the Suwannee
County Extension Office at 386/ 362-2771
or csaft318@ufl.edu. 

Extension programs are open to all peo-
ple regardless of race, color, sex, religion,
disability or national origin. In accor-
dance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act, any person needing a special accom-

modation to participate in any activity
should contact the Suwannee County Co-
operative Extension Service at 1302
Eleventh Street, SW, Live Oak, Florida
32064 or telephone 386-362-2771 at least
five working days prior to the event. Hear-
ing impaired can access the foregoing tele-
phone by contacting the Florida Relay Ser-
vice at 1-800-955-8770 or 800-955-8772
(TDD).

Relay for Life is more than walking
Submitted

The Relay for Life event is
more than walking, although
that’s the main part! The
American Cancer Society
plans different activities for
every hour of the night to
make things a little bit more
interesting. The night starts
off with a motivational
speech, then a kick off for the
walk. The first lap is run or
walked by any cancer sur-
vivors who are present, and
then everyone can join in and
get the night started.
It gets exciting once all

participants start running or
walking around the track!
The event lasts from 6 p.m.
and runs until 11 a.m. the
next morning, but each team
only needs to have at least
one person out on the track at
all times throughout the
night.
It sounds draining, but it is

honestly one of the best ex-
periences! There is more to
the night than just walking or
running around the track.
Also, many teams have

small tents set up to sell food
or products they may have,
and all of the money they
raise goes directly to cancer
research. Companies are pre-
sent, too, and some set up
tents to give away products
that help Relay participants

get through a long night of
walking.
The Relay for Life Team

Suwannee Five-0 will be
selling 50/50 raffle tickets at
the Relay for Life event on
May 17 with half of the pro-
ceeds going to Relay for Life
and half going to one lucky
Winner.  The drawing will be
held at 8pm on the 17th.  If

interested in purchasing a
50/50 ticket ahead of time,
call 364-3790.  Team
Suwannee Five-0 will also
have a Professional Face
Painter in their booth with all
funds going to Relay for
Life.  Come on out on May
17th to say “Aloha Relay,
Goodbye Cancer!!!  Looking
forward to seeing you there.

 80
44

89
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Engagement announcement 
Kimbrel/Hodge

and earned a Master of Arts in Teaching degree from Eastern Kentucky Uni-
versity. Abbyjane currently teaches second grade in the Nassau County School
District. 
The groom-elect’s maternal grandparents are the late Mrs. Annie Rae and

J.C. Edison of Romeo, Fla . His paternal grandparents are Mrs. Bertha Reeves
Hodge of McAlpin, Fla., and the late R.J. Hodge of Gulf Hammock, Fla. The
groom graduated from the University of Florida with a Bachelor of Science in
Food and Economic Resources degree. He is a member of Alpha Gamma Rho
Fraternity. Ray is the Director of Governmental Affairs with Southeast Milk,
Inc.
The wedding will be held on July 27, 2013, at 7 p.m. at the First United

Methodist Church in Douglas, Georgia. The couple will reside in McAlpin, Fla.  

Reverend Billy Lee and Dr.
Jane C. Kimbrel are pleased
to announce the engagement
of their daughter, Abbyjane
Kimbrel, to Raymond John
Hodge, son of Paul Hodge
and Linda Edison Hasson.
The bride-elect’s maternal
grandparents are Mrs. Gwin
Carver and the late Mr. Bruce
Carver of Douglas, Georgia.
Her paternal grandparents are
Mrs. Waunelle Kimbrel and
the late Mr. Billy L. Kimbrel,
Sr. of Douglas, Georgia. The
bride graduated from Georgia
Southern University with a
Bachelor of Science in Child
and Family Development,

Kimbrel/Hodge

Happy 1st Birthday
Sy’Ioni A. Bryant
We all love you lots

Love,
Mom, Dad, Ros’Cyanah

Bigma and family.

Wedding Announcement
Ivy-Smith/Anderson

Ivy-Smith/Anderson

Ashley Ivey-Smith and Mark An-
derson, along with their family would
like to announce their upcoming wed-
ding. Ashley is the daughter of the late
Ms. Annie Ivey, Ms. Leetricia Gross,

Mr. John Smith, Jr.; grand-
daughter of the late Lee Ivey,
Sr. and Mrs. Alice Ivey, Mr.
and Mrs. John Smith, Sr. and
the late Mrs. Katie Lifherd,
all of Live Oak, Florida.

Mark is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. John Anderson and
the late Mrs. Margaret Ander-
son, all of Pinellas County,
Florida.

The ceremony will take
place May 25, 2013, at 6:00
p.m. at Triumph Church
Kingdom of God in Christ,
410 Taylor Avenue, Live
Oak, Florida. Reception will
immediately follow at Co-
lumbia County Fairgrounds,
438 SW State Road 247
(Branford Hwy), Lake City,
Florida. 

No local invitations will
be sent. Everyone is welcome
to attend.

Pre-Mother’sDay Luncheon 
Christian Mission in Action Min-

istries will honor mothers on May 11 at
Hale Park, 215 NE Duval St., Live
Oak. This is our 9th annual Pre-Moth-
ers' Day Luncheon. Lunch will be
served from 11 a. m. until 1 p.m. The
oldest mothers will be given a love gift.
Everyone is invited to enjoy this occa-
sion with us. Lunch will be served by
Christian Mission in Action Ministries.
For more information, call Mrs. Howell
at 386-364-4560 or Mrs. Philpot at
386-362-4540 or Ms. Perkins at 386-
842-2808.

The followingcouples appliedfor a marriagelicense the weekof April 29 – May 3, 2013:
Charlie (Jake) Monroe

Horne Jr. to Dawna Renee
Hunt-Warren

Brandon Michael Brown-
ing to Lyndsey Jayde Hor-
ton



loving parents and six
brothers and sisters.  As a
young girl, she preferred
to play outside rather than
being in the house and en-
joyed softball, basketball,
roller skating and fishing
with her dad.  She also
made quilts with her
mother.  She graduated
from Fruita High School
in 1940, and then worked
as a telegraph operator
during World War II where
she met her future hus-
band.  She and Clement
Desmartin were married
on March 30, 1947.  They
lived in Wyoming and
Colorado where they
owned and worked on
their three dairy farms
near Golden, between
Loveland and Fort
Collins, and northeast of
Windsor, Colorado.  In
1964 they moved to South
Florida where she retired
from an electronics manu-
facturing plant in 1984.
She and Clement settled in
the Wellborn countryside
in 1985.  Clement prede-
ceased her in November
1995.  Billie Desmartin
was very close to her fam-
ily and always a loving
mother and homemaker.
She grew up in the Baptist
faith, accepted Jesus
Christ as her Savior, and
was a member of the
Union Baptist Church in
O’Brien, Fla.
Billie Desmartin is sur-

vived by her four children,
six grandchildren, five
great-grandchildren and
ten nieces and nephews.
Her surviving children are
Clement J. Desmartin
(Betty) of Winter Springs,
Fla.; Jerry C. Desmartin

(Sheila) of Wellborn, Fla.;
Janice L. Fitzgerald (Carl)
of Dade City, Fla.; and
Gene R. Desmartin
(Jeanene) of McAlpin,
Fla. 
Funeral services for Bil-

lie Desmartin will be con-
ducted on Thursday, May
9, 2013 at the Union Bap-
tist Church, 23474 73rd
Road, O’Brien, Fla. 32071
with Pastor Danny
Humphries officiating.  In-
terment will follow at the
Union Baptist Church
Cemetery.  Visitation will
be held at the Union Bap-
tist Church starting at 1:30
p.m. until the funeral ser-
vice that begins at 2 p.m.
In lieu of flowers any

donations in Billie Des-
martin’s memory may be
sent to the Union Baptist
Church, Attention Ceme-
tery Fund, 7181 152nd
Street, Wellborn, FL
32094.
Arrangements are under

the direction of Daniels
Funeral Homes & Crema-
tory, Inc., 1126 Ohio Av-
enue N., Live Oak, FL
32064. 
Please sign the guest

book at www.danielsfu-
neralhome.com.

Leslie Parramore
January 5, 1936

May 7, 2013

Leslie Parramore,
age 77 of Live
Oak, FL passed

away early Tuesday morn-
ing May 7, 2013 at
Suwannee Health Care
Center. He was born in
Valdosta, GA moving to
Live Oak in 1968 from Se-
bring, FL.  Leslie worked

as an automotive mechan-
ic and had a love for the
outdoors, enjoyed fishing
and planting a garden.  He
also enjoyed music and
playing his guitar and was
a member of the Mt. Olive
Baptist Church.   
He is survived by two

daughters, Dyanne Pouch-
er, Live Oak, FL; Jean
Brownlee, Perry, FL; four
grandchildren and eight
great grandchildren.
Visitation will be held,

Wednesday, May 8th from
5 to 7 PM at the funeral
home.
Funeral services will be

held 11:00 AM, Thursday,
May 9, 2013 at the Mt.
Olive Baptist Church with
Rev. John Harrison offici-
ating.  Interment will fol-
low in the church ceme-
tery.
Please sign the guest

book at www.harrisfuner-
alhomeinc.net.

Harris Funeral
Home & Cremations, Inc.,
Live Oak, FL is in charge
of all arrangements.

Sheila Joyce Calhoun
Oct. 9, 1941
May 5, 2013

Sheila Joyce Cal-
houn, age 71 of
Live Oak, Fla.

passed away May 5, 2013
at her home.
Harris Funeral Home &

Cremations, Inc. of Live
Oak, Fla. is in charge of
all arrangements.
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 2nd Annual Rivals  Baton Camp
 June 27-28 Ages 3 and up At Melody Christian Academy

 Florida    VS.    Florida State

 80 6 17 0

 To register or for more information:  call Kailey Sapp (386) 209-0338 or Kary Black (386) 209-1581. Want to learn new one, two and three baton tricks, improve your technique, learn new routines and pe rform 
 in front of friends and family at the end of camp?

 Then this is the  PERFECT  opportunity for you !

 • Starts at 9am ends at 4pm • Price $100 includes, snack,      lunch, shirt, and a full day of     professional coaching • Registration ends June 1st.

 Age 3-10 June 27th
 Ages 11+ June 28th

DEATH
NOTICE

OBITUARIES

Anthony Thomas
July 27, 1960
May 2, 2013 

Anthony Thomas
entered into eter-
nal life on Thurs-

day, May 2, 2013 at
Shands University of
Florida Hospital in
Gainesville, Fla. Anthony
was born on July 27, 1960
to the late Mildred T.
Smith in Live Oak, Fla.
He gave his life to Christ
at an early age and joined
Oak Grove Baptist
Church. Anthony later
joined Hope Chapel Chris-
tian Assembly of Jack-
sonville, Fla. where he re-
mained a member until his
demise. He graduated
from Suwannee High
School in 1978. Anthony
attended Valdosta State
College where he studied
for his Bachelor’s Degree
in Science. While attend-
ing school, Anthony was
employed by Winn-Dixie
where he was later pro-
moted to management.
Anthony later relocated to
Tallahassee, Fla. where he
continued in management
at Publix. In later years,
Anthony returned to Live
Oak where he continued
his career at Publix until
the mid 1990’s.
A celebration of life will

be held at 10 a.m. on Sat-
urday, May 11, 2013 at
Triumph the Church
&Kingdom of God In
Christ, 410 Taylor Avenue,
Live Oak, Fla. 32064.
Visitation will be held

Friday, May 10 from 6 – 8
p.m. at Cooks – Cooper
Funeral Home, 162 SW
Third Avenue, Madison,
Fla.

Dale Edward Wells
Aug. 27, 1950
May 4, 2013

Dale Edward
Wells, born Aug.
27, 1950 in

Frostproof, Fla., died May
4, 2013 in Gainesville,
Fla. following a lengthy
illness.
Dale served as a sub-

mariner in the U.S. Navy
and worked for many
years in the nuclear power
industry. He was a proud
member of the NRA.
He was predeceased by

his father, James Edward
Wells and sister, Nancy
Lee Sutton.
Dale leaves behind two

children, Cullen Thomas
Wells and Brooke Ashley
Whitcomb (Matt); his
mother, Lorraine Wells;
sisters, Gini German
(Bill), Brenda Dyal
(Dave), and Debra Wells,
as well as a host of nieces
and nephews.
A Graveside Service

will be held on Wednes-
day, May 8, 2013 at 2:30
p.m. at Dowling Park
Church of God Cemetery,
9828 US Hwy 129 South,
Live Oak.
Arrangements are under

the care of WILLIAMS-
THOMAS FUNERAL
HOME WESTAREA, 823
NW 143rd Street.
For further information

WILLIAMS-THOMAS
WESTAREA (352) 376-
7556

Eleanor Pappa
Jan. 6, 1925

April 23, 2013

Eleanor Pappa, 88
of O’Brien, Fla.
has passed away

after a long illness. She
was predeceased by her
husband, Staff Sgt. Orlan-

do Pappa and survived by
a brother, Ronald Hastings
of Lake City, and a sister,
Mary Bovard of NY along
with a long list of nieces,
nephews and extended
family. Having lived to en-
joy “five” generations, she
is survived by 3 children.
Brenda Welch and Mary
Jane Simone of O’Brien
and Carl Pappa of Bran-
ford. The remaining 3 gen-
erations include 8 grand-
children, 19 great and 4
great great grandchildren.
Eleanor, born and raised in
NYState, together with her
husband was a member of
the Coast Guard Auxiliary
and active member of the
VFW in NY and here in
Fla. after moving here in
1969. Eleanor radiated the
love of God from her heart
and through her eyes. She
was loved by all who have
ever met her. We remem-
ber her contagious laugh
and how she loved to sing
and dance. In this life, thy-
roid cancer left her weak
and without her voice.
Now, as she dances around
the throne in heaven, she
will be easily recognized.
She will be the one mak-
ing Jesus laugh...And
among the Angels, she
will be the one singing the
loudest!
Forthcoming memorial

services will be an-
nounced.

Billie L. Desmartin
May 5, 2013

Billie L. Des-
martin, 90 years
old, of Wellborn,

Fla. died on Sunday, May
5, 2013 at Kindred Hospi-
tal, Ocala, Fla. following
an extended illness. 
A native of Fruita, Col-

orado, Billie Desmartin
was born into a family of

 796154
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Viewpoints/Opinions

1. Reduce waste in local government
2. Revitalize downtown Live Oak

3. Continue work on Perimeter Road
4. Attract more business and growth
5. Build up I-10, US 129 corridor 

Editorial objectives for 2013

Suwannee Democrat

MYRA C.  REGAN
Publisher

JEFF WATERS
Editor

Members of the Suwannee Democrat 
editorial board are Myra C. Regan, publisher, and

Jeff Waters, editor. Our View is formed by that board.

One definition given for in-
sanity is doing the same thing
over and over again and ex-
pecting different results; it
might also be a definition of
stupidity. Let's look at some
cities where large percentages
of black Americans live under
poor conditions.
Experiencing a violent

crime rate of 2,137 per
100,000 of the population, De-
troit is the nation's most dangerous city. Rounding out
Forbes magazine's 2012 list of the 10 most dangerous
cities are St Louis; Oakland, Calif.; Memphis, Tenn.;
Birmingham, Ala.; Atlanta; Baltimore; Stockton,
Calif.; Cleveland; and Buffalo, N.Y. The most common
characteristic of these predominantly black cities is
that for decades, all of them have been run by Democ-
ratic and presumably liberal administrations. Some
cities -- such as Detroit, Buffalo, Newark, N.J., and
Philadelphia -- haven't elected a Republican mayor for
more than a half-century. What's more is that in most of
these cities, blacks have been mayors, chiefs of police,
school superintendents and principals and have domi-
nated city councils.
You might ask, "What's the point, Williams?" Let's

be clear about it. I'm not stating that there's a causal re-
lationship between crime, poverty and squalor on the
one hand and, on the other, Democratic and black po-
litical control over a city. Nor am I saying that blacks
ought to vote Republican. What I am saying is that if
one is strategizing on how to improve the lives of the
poorest black people, he wants to leave off his to-do
list election of Democrats and black politicians. Also to
be left off the to-do list is a civil rights agenda. Racial
discrimination has little to do with major problems
confronting black people.
Today 72 percent of black babies are born out of

wedlock. Being born and finding out that your mother
is 17 years old, that your grandmother is 35 and that
you don't know who or where your father is is not a
good start on life. In fact, it's a near guarantee for
school dropout, poverty and crime, but such a start in
life has nothing to do with racial discrimination.
Law-abiding poor black people suffer the nation's

highest rates of criminal victimization from assaults

and homicide. More than 50
percent of homicide victims
are black. Would anyone claim
that this victimization is
caused by racist groups prey-
ing on the black community?
In addition to victimization,
the level of lawlessness in
many black communities has
the full effect of a law banning
economic growth. That's be-
cause the thugs are equal-op-

portunity thugs who will rip off a black-owned busi-
ness just as they'd rip off a white-owned business.
Black education is a disaster, but who runs the vio-

lent, disruptive big-city schools, where education is all
but impossible? For the most part, it's not white people.
Go to a city such as Detroit and you'll find that blacks
have been superintendents, principals and most of the
teachers for years. Most black high-school students, in
Detroit and other cities, can't read, write and compute
as well as sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade white stu-
dents, but is it because of racism? What the elite teach
is not only futile but counterproductive. For example,
speaking standard English in an English-speaking
country is critical for self-improvement. But that's not
the lesson from the nation's multiculturalists, who call
for the celebration of native languages and dialects.
Sloppy-minded academics and assorted hustlers have
taught that poor English, gangsta rap, men wearing
pigtails and thug behavior should not be criticized but
become a part of the celebration of diversity.
Black people could benefit from an honest examina-

tion of the bill of goods they've been sold. Such an ex-
amination would not come from black politicians, civ-
il rights leaders or the black and white liberal elite.
Those people have benefited politically and financially
from keeping black Americans in a constant state of
grievance based on alleged racial discrimination. The
long-term solution for the problems that many black
Americans face begins with an absolute rejection of the
self-serving agenda of hustlers and poverty pimps.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at
George Mason University. To find out more about Wal-
ter E. Williams and read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.

OPINION

A
MINORITY

VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2013 Creators Syndicate
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Honest examination of race

Letters To The Editor,  Suwannee Democrat, PO Box 370,Live Oak, FL 32064. Please include your full name, address and daytimephone number.  We ask this so we can verify your let-ter and discuss any questions about it with you.

�

Congress is taking a stab at tax fairness.
At least, where states are concerned. If you’re look-

ing for meaningful reform of the federal tax code,
that’s going to have to wait.
But the Senate has just voted for a bill that will al-

low states to collect sales tax on most Internet pur-
chases. The measure goes on to the House, where the
outcome is uncertain.
There is, however, no doubt that businesses with

online operations tend to benefit greatly from current
rules. Traditional brick-and-mortar retail establish-
ments have to pay sales taxes, which range as high as
9.25 percent in some parts of the country.
Right now, states can require collections of sales

taxes for online activities if the business has a physi-
cal presence in a given state. But most online sales op-
erate under the radar screen of taxing bodies.
How much money is involved? The U.S. Commerce

Department calculates last year’s Internet sales in the
United States at $226 billion, a 16 percent increase
from the prior year. Other estimates say states lost $23
billion in revenue because these activities were be-
yond their taxing reach.
So it’s relatively easy to argue the current situation

is unfair, not only to brick-and-mortar businesses, but
to all taxpayers. If states cannot collect billions in
sales taxes, it’s safe to assume they’re getting money
from other sources.
Yet saying this is the easy part. The hard part is es-

tablishing a system that not only allows states to col-
lect these sales taxes, but also does it in a way that
won’t discourage online commerce.
If this law passes, affected businesses would have to

collect — and pay — sales taxes to all states that have
these levies. What’s more, in some states, individual
municipalities have separate sales taxes.
It’s one thing for a business to collect sales taxes

and pay them to the local taxing entity. But if you are
required to do so for taxing bodies across the country,
it becomes a real burden.
To counter that, the Senate bill says an online busi-

ness must have $1 million in annual sales before it can
be taxed. And states must create central taxing sys-
tems, so businesses aren’t sending payments to cities
or other municipalities.
Still, critics of the measure contend too many small-

er businesses will be hurt, stifled by the bureaucracy
of having to appease so many different states. Having
sales of $1 million sounds like a big operation, but
that’s not the same as $1 million in profits.
We think this type of legislation is overdue, but we

also recognize it must be done with care. And perhaps
states — which also ought to be interested in fostering
business — should look for ways to establish a sales
tax collection system for online operators that’s more
streamlined than the one that exists now.

New Castle, Pa. News

GUEST OPINION

FROM OUR READERS

Senate seeks to
give states
more taxing
power

BIBLE VERSE
He will not always accuse, nor will
he harbor his anger forever; he
does not treat us as our sins deserve
or repay us according to our
iniquities. For as high as the
heavens are above the earth, so
great is his love for those who fear
him; as far as the east is from the
west, so far has he removed our
transgressions from us. 

– Psalm 103:9-12 (NIV)

Dear editor,

We have some wonderful, caring people in our school
system and community. 
As some may know, we take our developmentally de-

layed students to the prom every year so they can expe-
rience the fun just like any other teenager. We also do a
pre-prom dinner with all the decorations of the prom
theme, flowers and music. Needless to say it takes a lot
of hard work and help from many sources to pull off
such a wonderful evening for our students. I would like
to express my appreciation to the following people and
groups for making lasting memories not only for the stu-
dents but their families as well. The very first year we
took the students to the prom, one of the fathers cried
because he couldn't believe his "handicapped child" was
being included in the prom. I knew then that we would
be doing many more proms!
Our heartfelt thanks goes out to the following people

and groups:
Mrs. Rhonda Lepper for altering the girl's dresses;
Patty Sullivan and the cosmetology class for doing all

the students hair and the girl's nails;
Key Club for helping to decorate and serving the stu-

dents dinner;
Shawn and Mike Herring for helping to decorate;

Ted Roush for the best limo (or Limbo as one of my
students said) ride ever;
Connie Hicks and Mrs. Randall for serving the prom

dinner;
Bridget Sadler and junior class for painting a back

drop and including our students in the prom king and
queen events;
Teacher assistants and friends that helped paint back

drops;
Joe Phillips for dry cleaning;
Bell's Formal Wear for tuxedos;
Cathy and Allen Groeger for the ivy to decorate with;
Mrs. daSilva for the flowers;
Mrs. Brown for dessert;
Mary Pate and TJ Vickers for doing whatever mom

needed done at that moment and chaperoning;
Last, but certainly not least, the best two co-workers

one could ever wish to work with, Terri Johnson and
Tammy Turner. These two give up days of their family
life to better our students' lives and they put up with me!
Every year I am amazed at the generosity shown to

our class and am so appreciative to call Live Oak my
home.

Candyce Vickers
ESE teacher

Suwannee High School
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 6861 US Hwy 129 North 330-2063

 CUSTOMER 
 APPRECIATION DAY
 SATURDAY MAY 11TH 11AM - 3PM

 50% OFF ENTIRE MENU
 * Live Radio Remote with Big 98
 * Wing eating contest hourly starting @ noon
 * Games with prizes throughout event
 * Every 15 minutes one guest will get to spin

 Zaxby wheel for  FREE  prize.
 * Visit with LZ

 Bring the whole Family out 
 to celebrate with us “THANK YOU FOR A “THANK YOU FOR A GREAT FIRST YEAR” GREAT FIRST YEAR”

 792048

 80
67

54

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Verizon Wire-
less, which operates the nation’s fastest  4G
wireless network, activated 64 new 4G LTE
cell sites in North Florida during the first
quarter of 2013 as it speeds toward complete
coverage of its most advanced network tech-
nology across the state.
The new activations will reinforce 4G LTE

technology for customers from Jacksonville
to the Panhandle, including locations in
Alachua, Bay, Bradford, Clay, Columbia,
Dixie, Duval, Franklin, Gilchrist, Hamilton,
Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Leon, Levy,
Madison, Marion, Nassau, Suwannee, Union,
Wakulla and Washington counties. 
The effort will enhance existing 4G LTE

technology for some areas, and expand it to
others.  Most of the new 4G LTE sites were
placed on existing towers and other facilities. 
Verizon 4G LTE was launched in Decem-

ber 2010 in numerous markets and the com-
pany is on schedule to cover its entire Florida
network footprint with 4G LTE this year.
Hundreds of Florida markets large and small
are covered by the high-speed service. 
“This rapid build-out has given Verizon a

giant advantage versus our competitors in the
rollout of 4G LTE, and the biggest winners
here are our customers,” said Frank Wise net-
work executive director for the Verizon Wire-
less Florida region. “Already, more than nine
out of ten folks have access to Verizon 4G

LTE where they live or work.”
To further enhance and reinforce 4G LTE

services, Verizon plans to activate about 100
new sites in Florida each month through the
end of 2013.
“These new sites will strengthen existing

coverage and help fill in any remaining areas
as we accelerate down the home stretch,”
Wise said.  “This technology has so many
benefits we can’t wait to offer it to every sin-
gle Floridian, and we’re getting there.”  
High-speed 4G LTE enhances customer

experiences in making voice calls, sending e-
mails, text and picture messages, connecting
to the internet and accessing tens of thousands
of applications, games, video, music and
many other features from their phone, tablet
or other wireless device.
In real-world, fully loaded network envi-

ronments, Verizon Wireless 4G LTE cus-
tomers should expect to experience average
data rates of 5 to12 megabits per second
(Mbps) on the downlink and 2 to 5 Mbps on
the uplink.  Speeds can be much higher in lab
settings or when a limited number of users are
on a network at a particular time and place.  
Verizon’s 4G LTE and other technologies

have earned numerous top rankings from in-
dependent consumer reporting organizations.
For more information on 4G LTE technol-

ogy, visit a local Verizon Wireless store or go
to www.verizonwireless.com/lte.  

Completion of 4G LTE Network speeds across state64 sites activated in North Florida to enhance coverage
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 Class of 2013
 Let your 

 graduates know 
 how proud you 
 are of them!!

 Friends and Family of 
 Suwannee High & 
 Branford High   

 Seniors, place your 
 congratulations ad by 
 Friday, May 24 th  for 
 our special graduation 
 tab to be published in 
 the May 31 st  edition on 

 the Suwannee 
 Democrat.

 806049

 Call Treena Pruitt at 
 362-1734 ext 103 for 

 more details.

May 5, Oscar Perez Ca-
margo, 26, 421 Lincoln
Avenue, Live Oak, FL,
Battery: LOPD- D.
Hohman
May 5, Timothy Lewis

Maxfield, 26, 21819 47th
Drive, Lake City, FL,
DWLSR: SCSO- Z. Clark
May 5, Michael  Allen

Quinones, 38, 11733 110th
Street, Live Oak, FL, Tres-
pass After Warning, 1st
Appear/WFW/PD Appt:
LOPD- D. Slaughter
May 5, Mason Lee

Wade, 48, 24848 SR 247,
O'Brien, FL, Poss Con-
cealed Wpn (F/A), Poss
Cntl Subs (Xanax), Bat-
tery, 1st Appear/WFW:
LOPD- J. Rountree
May 6, Rachel Ann Dun-

lap, 43, 216 Spruce St,
Live Oak, FL, Pinellas Cty
Wrt-Failure to Return
Hired or Leased Personal
Property: LOPD- S. Riggs
May 6, Gary Lee Hamp-

ton, 27, 903 Smith St NW,
Live Oak, FL, VOP-Resist
Off W/Violence, VOP-
Felony Battery: SCSO- M.
Jelks

May 6, Clint Matthew
Paulk, 22, 636 Washington
Ave, Live Oak, FL, Return
for Court: SCSO- T. Smith
May 6, Jonathan Pearce,

31, Homeless, Viol of Pa-
role, O/C Sexual Battery
(2Cts), O/C Lew/Lasc Mo-
lestation: P&P- D. Donald-
son
May 6, Douglas Ray Rat-

cliffe, Jr., 34, Homeless,
Flee and Elude LEO, Agg
Assault on LEO W/Motor
Vehicle, Resisting W/O  Vi-
olence, Poss of Meth,  Un-
lawful  Poss  of Listed
Chemicals, Poss -20G Mar-
ijuana, Poss Drug Parapher-
nalia, Felony Criminal Mis-
chief, Burglary, Grand
Theft, Poss Burglary Tools:
SCSO- B. Kastor
May 6, Amanda Nicole

Richardson, 32, 7485
135th Circle, Live Oak,
FL, FTA-Pass Worthless
Checks 3 Cts, $1000.00
Cash Bond, 1st App PD
Appt Per WFW: SCSO- T.
Smith
May 6, Gregory Wall,

50, 4186 216th St, Lake
City, FL, VOP-Poss -20G
Cannabis, Cash Bond to
SVPS: SCSO- A. Sutton

Arrest Records
Continued From Page 2A

Mary Nims is deputy city clerk
By Bryant Thigpen

bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

City Clerk John Gill has
announced Mary Nims as
the new deputy city clerk.
Nims replaced Delores
Sellers who retired after
more than 35 years of ser-
vice. Her first day on the
job was March 28. 
Nims was born on Dec.

12, 1987, in Lake City to
Michael Nims and Mary
Nims. She was raised in
Suwannee County and at-
tended Suwannee County
schools, and graduated
from Suwannee County
High School in 2006. 
Nims graduated with an

associates of arts degree
from North Florida Com-
munity College in 2007 be-
fore transferring to St. Leo
University. In 2010, Nims
obtained a bachelor’s in
business administration

with a minor in human re-
sources.  
As deputy city clerk,

Nims’s duties include typ-
ing minutes for meetings,
various administrative du-
ties, and assisting Gill with
the Live Oak cemeteries.
Recently, Nims completed
notary certification. 
“I’m very ecstatic to be

here,” Nims said. “He
(Gill) is an awesome su-
pervisor and I feel very
blessed to have him as my
supervisor.”
Away from the office,

Nims enjoys wildlife and
listening to music. 
“I listen to a variety of

music. I love all kinds.
Whether it be country,
gospel or rock, I can find
some reason to appreciate
it,” she said. 
Nims is also very active

in her churches, Orchard
Community and Rocky
Sink Baptist Church.
“I’m pretty active in

church. I love to sing and I
love to volunteer at church
where ever I’m needed,”
Nims said. 
Nims recalled it was in

church that she developed
her passion to sing. 

“In 2001, my pastor,
Quincy Simmons,
promised me he would
baptize me if I would sing
a song for him. Well, he
held me to it and I had to
sing a song. And after that,
he kept on asking so I pret-
ty much had to be prepared
to sing at all times,” she
laughed.
Since then, Nims has had

numerous requests to sing
at weddings, funerals and
events. 
Nims is the sister of one

brother, Anthony, and one
sister, Priscilla.
You can drop by and say

hello to Nims at City Hall
on White Avenue. 

Nims

Across the United States, there are vital
arts, music and sports programs that are
being cut annually due to growing bud-
getary constraints and lack of funding.
Today’s youth are missing out on ex-

tremely valuable opportunities to expand
their knowledge and diversify their inter-
ests, as well as the chance to have a little
fun, explained Jason Archer, general man-
ager for Walt’s Live Oak Ford.

“Walt’s Live Oak Ford wants to keep
these opportunities available for our local
students at Suwannee High School,” he
added.
Walt’s is bringing Ford Motor Compa-

ny’s Drive 4 UR School program to the
Live Oak community in an effort to raise
up to $6,000 for Suwannee High School.
For every person who takes the wheel

and test-drives a new Ford vehicle at the
dealership, located at 1109 Ohio Ave. N,

Walt’s Live Oak Ford and Ford Motor
Company will donate  $20 to Suwannee
High School.
The funds will go towards the athletic

departments.
“We know funding for school programs

is hard to come by, and we want to do our
part to help make sure these programs re-
main available,” stated finance manager
Wes Herring. “We’re excited to raise mon-
ey for Suwannee High School.”
The event, which will be from 9 a.m. to

4 p.m., Saturday, May 24, will feature
many vehicles form Ford’s impressive
line-up.
“Whether you are looking to test out our

fuel efficiency vehicles, like the Fusion or
Focus, or are more interested in an electric
vehicle, like the C-MAX, we will be able
to put you behind the wheel of your fa-
vorite Ford vehicle,” said Herring.

WALT’S DRIVE FOR YOUR SCHOOL

Walt’s Live Oak Ford  staff members who will be in charge of the Drive 4 UR School pro-
gram for Suwannee High School are salesman Dewy Cribbs (l-r), Lyndon “Woody”, Mike
Dees, general manager Jason Archer, and Chris Dryden. 

Dealership staff on site will be able to
assist with all  Ford vehicles and provide
additional information about each vehicle
available for test drives.  
Since the start of Ford’s Drive 4 UR

School program in 2007, more than $16

million in donations have been generated
for high schools nationwide.
To participate in this event and get be-

hind the wheel of your favorite Ford vehi-
cle, stop by Walt’s Live Oak Ford between
9 a.m. to  4 p.m. on Saturday, May 24.
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HI 84
LO 60

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Three local girls who
grew up around horses,
cattle, and roping and rid-
ing competed in The Flori-
da High School Rodeo re-
cently at the Suwannee
River Riding Club Arena
in Branford. Everyone
competing was vying to be
part of the Florida National
High School Rodeo Team.

Blair Bullock is a sopho-
more at Branford High
School. Micaela Parker is a
freshman at Suwannee
High School and her older
sister Casey Parker is a ju-
nior at SHS. All three girls
competed against each oth-
er in the team roping and
break away roping events.

Just prior to the competi-
tion, what were the expec-
tations of the girls going up
against some of the best
high school cowboys and
cowgirls in the state?

“Win everything,”
laughed Casey. “I’m not
really nervous. It’s home.”

Casey said she had been
riding, “as long as I could
hold my head up.”

She has already compet-
ed in about a half dozen
rodeos already.

“I’m a little nervous just
because everybody, it’s
home town and every-
thing,” said Bullock. “The
main thing is though to go
out there and do what I do.

I don’t care if I win or lose,
just rope with a good atti-
tude.”

“I’m like Blair, I’m just
going to try my best,” said
Micaela. “I’m a little ner-
vous, but not to where I’m
going to freak out,” she
laughed.

All three girls were go-
ing to be competing
against each other in two
of the events. If one friend
(or sister) does better and
wins over another, will

they still be friends?
“Oh yeah,” the three

girls laughed in unison.
“We laugh and joke, but

it’s like a family,” laughed
Bullock. “We fight, we
fuss, but we make up.”

The Parker sisters
missed competing for the
team roping event and Bul-
lock took 5th place. In the
break away roping, Bul-
lock took 3rd while Mi-
caela took 8th and Casey
7th place.   

May 14
Come learn about native plants

Join us for a Sparkleberry Chapter meet-
ing of the Florida Native Plant Society,
which meets: at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, May
14, (the second Tuesday of the month), at
Hatch Park in Branford (403 SE Craven
St).

Directions: Once you have turned onto
CR 247 in Branford, SE Craven Street is
the 7th block from 129 - you make a right
onto SE Craven, Hatch Park is a few
blocks down the road on the left. The Pub-
lic is invited!

The program will include “The Art of
Propagating” presented by native plant en-
thusiast, Betsy Martin. Come and learn
this important technique of multiplying
your present collection of plants by using
cuttings and seeds.

For more information contact: Presi-
dent: Mae Brandt, 386-466-0915, mae-
brandt@bellsouth.net, for more informa-
tion on the Florida Native Plant Society:
www.fnps.org. 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant
Society is to promote the preservation,
conservation and plant restoration of the
native plant communities.  

May 16
The Branford Camera Club to meet 

The Branford Camera Club will meet on
Thursday, May 16, at 7 p.m. at Cuzin’s
Restaurant on US 129 across from Scaff’s
Market in Branford. Come early if you
would like to have dinner before the meet-
ing. 

Our May meeting will feature an intro-

duction to Macro photography, led by
Camera Club members Ron Grey and Su-
san Watson, who both have a wide range of
experience in macro photography. The dis-
cussion will begin with basics and expand
to using special accessories as time per-
mits. The program will be followed with a
“lessons learned” review of our 2nd Annu-
al Spring Photo Critique held in April, and
sharing photos from our April field trip to
the Okefenokee Swamp. 

The Branford Camera Club meets on the
3rd Thursday of each month, with an occa-
sional exception, for the purpose of shar-
ing, learning, and enjoying all things pho-
tographic. We are an eclectic group with
experiences ranging from complete novice
to consummate professional. Our meetings
are open to the public and membership is
available to anyone interested in photogra-
phy. 

For more information, please contact:
Carolyn Hogue, Program Chair, 386-

935-2044
Gary Kueppers, Technical Consultant,

386-362-6957

Suwannee County Tax Collector Update
Suwannee County Tax Collector Sharon

Jordan is pleased to announce that you will
be able to receive Florida Driver License
and ID services with the exception of dri-
ving test the first Tuesday of each month in
the town of Branford during the hours of 9
a.m. – 2 p.m. The Department of Highway
Safety & Motor Vehicles staff will be trav-
eling to Branford on a Flow Mobile to of-
fer driver license and ID services and will
be set up at the Branford Town Hall where

the Tax Collector’s Office offers all other
services on the first and third Tuesday of
each month from 7 a.m. – 3 p.m.  

Branford 4th of July parade
The 4th of July parade in Branford will

be at 6 p.m. with line up at 5 p.m. at the
Branford football field parking area. For
more information give Kathy Woolard a
call at 386-365-0703.

McAlpin Community Club Bingo
The McAlpin Community Club will

meet on Monday, May 13, at 7 p.m. After
a potluck supper and a brief business meet-
ing we will be having lots of fun playing
Bingo. The prizes are small, but the games
are Free! Everyone is welcome to attend,
so bring a dish and come join us. The Club
is located at 9981 - 170th Terrace in
McAlpin, directly across from the Post Of-
fice. New members are always welcome
and membership fees are $10 per family
per year. For info call Barbara Parks at
362-3044 or Debbie Phillips at 364-7028.

Council meetings
The Town Council meetings are held the

second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.
Meetings are held in the council chambers
at The Branford Town Hall located at 604
NW Suwannee Ave. Public is welcome.

Branford River Reunion
Booth space available

The Branford River Reunion Committee
is getting ready for the 4th of July celebra-
tion this year in Branford. The celebration
will be on Thursday, July 4. There is still

room for more booths.
This year we are changing the time for

the activities on the fourth at Hatch Park.
The new start time will be at 3 p.m. This
will give everyone time to get to the Hatch
Park after the duck race at Ivey Park at 2
p.m. If you are interested in a booth give
Peggy Terry a call at 386-935-0021 and if
you need to, leave a message with your ad-
dress and I will send you an application. If
you are in Branford you can stop by Town
Hall and pick one up. The deadline for
booth applications is June 13.

The Arc North Florida 
Adults with Disabilities Program. Open

to Branford and surrounding adults with
intellectual or developmental disabilities.

For more information please contact the
AWD supervisor Lisa Perry at 386-208-
1404. 

Boy Scout Troop 408
Meets on Thursdays from 7-8:30 at the

American Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd
St., Live Oak. This is approx. 5.5 miles
south of town and 1.5 miles east of Hwy.
129. Membership is open to boys ages 11-
17. Join us for camping, hiking, canoeing,
and many other outdoor activities.

Cub Scout Pack 408
Meets on Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. at the

American Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd
St., between Live Oak and McAlpin.
Membership is open to boys ages 6-10.
Join us for camping, archery, BB shooting,
and many other fun activities. Parents en-
couraged to participate. 386-209-3480.

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Branford Elementary
School kindergarten regis-
tration will be at the school
on today and Thursday,
from 8:30 a.m. until 2:30
p.m. on both days.

Parents please bring the
following items with you.

* Birth certificate
* Social Security card
* Student health physical

examination form (state of
Florida) -Since August
2012

Up-to-date immunization
record

* Proof of Suwannee
County residency

If your child attended
Branford Elementary Pre-
K program, the only item
above you need to bring is
your proof of Suwannee
County residency and you
do need to come and com-
plete the registration pa-
pers. If your child attended
any other pre-k program
other than BES, you will
need to bring in all items
listed. Students must be
five years of age by Sept. 1,
2013, to register for kinder-
garten. You do not have to
bring your child with you
when you come for regis-
tration. For more informa-
tion, please call Sharon
Richardson at BES at 386-
935-5702.

South county briefs

BES kindergarten
registration is 
today and Thursday 

Friends compete in Rodeo 

From left, Blair Bullock, Casey and Micaela Parker. -Photo: Andrew McGee

Hundreds attended the rodeo.

Kicking up dust at the rodeo. Miss FHRSA Queen rides in the rodeo. - Photos: Jack Howdeshell 

See Friday’s edition for the Buccaneer Drift
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 SUWANNEE RIVER READINGS
 Branford 2013

 805804

 The water levels provided here refer to the height at the US Hwy. 27 
 bridge in Branford in feet above mean sea level (ft-msl) at the gauging 
 station. In the past the levels were read as gauge height not mean sea 
 level.

 04/29/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.69

 04/30/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.57

 05/01/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.57

 05/02/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.52

  05/03/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.46

  05/04/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.32

  05/05/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.22

  05/06/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.21

 Branford
 SCAFF’S SCAFF’S
 Sponsored By:

 386-935-1527
 Supermarket

 789675

 To advertise your business here, 
 call 386-362-1734 

 for more information

 Cherry Lumbert
 Pharmacist

 305 SW US Highway 27
 Branford, Florida 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 Everything For Your Home Recovery
 From Prescriptions to Medical Supplies

 OF BRANFORD

 Mon.-Fri.
 8:30 am-6:00 pm
 Saturday 9am-1pm
 Sunday-Closed

 Now accepting
 Blue Cross Blue Shield

 Health Options

 NORTH FLORIDA 
 PHARMACY

 784394

 PLACE  YOUR
 BUSINESS

 CARD  HERE
 789685  80

69
40

Suwannee River Jam 2013
More photos from the event this past weekend at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park.

Retired Judge Vernon Douglas, center, performs the marriage ceremony for Mr. & Mrs.
Roy Long May 3 before a large crowd.

Florida Georgia Line with two very happy young fans.

The duo of LoCash Cowboys is always a fan favorite. Josh Thompson singing on a rainy afternoon. Aaron Tippin making another appearance.

Adam Sanders and some fans. Nashville country star Jared
Ashley, left, and Steve
Briscoe, right.  - Photos:
George Peavey 

North CentralFlorida TeaParty monthlymeeting
The North Central Florida

Tea Party will hold its
monthly meeting at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, May 9.  The topic
will be “Pros & Cons of
Having a Constitutional
Convention” (Article V of
the U.S. Constitution.)  Our
guest speakers will be Loren
Enns from the Liberty Re-
search Foundation and Keith
Dunn from the John Birch
Society. This is a serious sub-
ject that needs our attention
and understanding.  Please
come to find out what the
ramifications would be if a
Convention were to be held.
We will have copies of the

American Patriot Newspa-
per, tickets for our gun raffle,
an update on the county
commissions, and other in-
formation that will help you
keep up with what is going
on.  Please make an effort to
attend this meeting. Invite
your family and friends. We
need everyone to get in-
volved to help us make a dif-
ference in our country!
Come and find out what you
can do!
We meet at the Taylor

Building 128 SW Birley Ave.
in Lake City. The Taylor
Building is located on the
south side of U.S. 90 and
Birley Ave. approx. 3 miles
west of the I-75 inter-
change. For more informa-
tion, call John 386-935-
1705, Sharon 386-935-0821
or go to:  www.northcen-
tralfloridateaparty.org
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prepare for the utilization
of primary evacuation
routes, request county de-
partment heads to brief em-
ployees of emergency re-
sponsibilities commence
coordination of public
sheltering, staff, supplies,
ham radio, etc., advise res-
idents to secure their prop-
erty for an impending
event, brief the Board of
County Commissioners on
impending threat and coor-
dinate emergency trans-
portation requirement for
special needs.

Keep the water flowing

City of Live Oak Public
Works Director Brent Whit-
man and his staff works pri-
or and during the storm to
make sure the stormwater
keeps flowing by cleaning
out all stormwater drainage
systems. 

“When you have these
storms, debris and trash
that are in the streets and
in people’s yards wind up
in the drainage systems,”
Whitman previously said.
“We have a schedule that
we go through in making
sure that the entire storm
water system is cleaned.
From past experiences, we
know where our initial
problems are going to be.

Those are the first ones
we address, and then we
respond to any calls we
get concerning other ar-
eas. Our main goal is to
keep the water flowing
into our wells and reten-
tion ponds.”

Live Oak Police Detec-
tive Justin Bates works to
keep people safe during the
storm by monitoring the
low, high-risk flooding ar-
eas.

“We know the intersec-
tions and the low parts of
the city that will flood,”
said Bates. “We will go out
and start monitoring those
areas and make sure those
areas are safe to travel

Lessons learned
Continued From Page 1A

“We are very excited
about offering this program
at Suwannee-Hamilton
Technical Center,” said
SHTC Director Walter
Boatright. “We sincerely
appreciate the support of
the school board for their
approval.”

Boatright said one of the
challenges they face
through the new program is
from the competition with
online programs from pri-
vate colleges and universi-
ties.

Implementing the new
lab for the program may
involve a little re-arrang-
ing of the pre-existing
space, but no construction
or remodeling will be re-
quired.

“We’ll probably move
existing programs around
to better utilize existing

classroom and lab space,”
said Boatright.

He’s ever mindful of
keeping costs to a mini-
mum and has made sure
there will be very little ex-
tra spending to make it
work. 

The new program will
accommodate 12 students
per class and students are
expected to purchase their
textbooks because it is a
post-secondary program
and an additional computer
will be purchased which
will be dedicated to the in-
structor.

Boatright said they may
utilize existing computers
in medical programs for
students without purchas-
ing any additional comput-
ers for student use.

“If additional computers
are needed, probably four
will meet our student
needs,” said Boatright.

“This program requires a
small amount of equip-
ment, which will be rela-
tively inexpensive.”

The program’s hours for
completion will be 1,050
clock hours. The program
will be designed for the
student to complete in 12
months.

What can students com-
pleting the class and other
related courses expect? 

“Certainly, this will be a
program in which students
may become successfully
employed after one year of
training and an educational
investment of approxi-
mately $4,500,” said Boa-
tright. “This program will
be a wonderful addition to
our other medical pro-
grams such as patient care
technician, practical nurs-
ing, surgical technology,
phlebotomy, and medical
secretary.”

Pharmacy tech program coming soon
Continued From Page 1A

tient may experience
through first contracting
the disease and the escala-
tion of its affect on the
body.

“What it does is it goes
through the life of a cancer
patient,” said Event Chair
Denny Tompkins. “When
you first start out, the can-
cer patient is full of life and
ready to go and fight it.”

She explained as the sun
goes down and the nights
get longer, the relayers ex-
perience this fatigue just as
the cancer patient does.

“It signifies the whole
cancer patient life span of
fighting the whole battle,”
said Tompkins.

Starling has volunteered
for Suwannee’s Relay for
four years and Tompkins
said this will be her fifth
year. They said the people
that are signed up will
come out to the track and
literally “set up camp” for
the duration of the event.

They said that it’s usual-
ly not one person doing the
18 hour walk as the event is
designed to be comprised
of teams. 

The whole point is that at
least one person on a team
is always on the track
walking for the entire 18
hours.

“You have a team. You
sign up maybe 10 to 20
people,” said Starling. “We
have school teams, there
are friends and family
teams. You sign up as a
team.”

Starling said there’s a
$100 registration fee that
one starts with and then
they encourage each mem-
ber of a team to raise at
least $100 to receive a RFL
shirt.

Starling said that there is
no minimum or maximum
amount to pledge or raise.

This year’s event theme:
‘Aloha Relay Goodbye Cancer’
Continued From Page 1A “The $100 is basically

because if they don’t invest
anything, they’re probably
not going to give anything
to it,” said Tompkins. “So,
if someone invests $100,
they’ll be more apt to raise
more money and to go a lit-
tle bit further with it.”

“That’s to get them moti-
vated,” added Starling.

Another way of motivat-
ing participants and dona-
tions is that each hour will
have a different theme. The
first hour keeps the luau
theme in mind, but each
hour’s theme following
might be western, super he-
roes, Christmas, Mardi
Gras, patriotic and the list
goes on.

Starling and Tompkins
said that each team will
usually bring some sort of
food or snack and sell them
and the proceeds will go to-
wards the event.

“It’s a luau theme,” said
Starling. “Your campsite
will have a luau theme.
They’ll sell different good-
ies and the entire night,
you’re still raising money
to go to Relay for Life.”

Tompkins said the num-
ber of participants fluctu-
ates from year to year, but
it seems there are more this
year.

She attributes it to people
sometimes taking a year
off.

“Why, I have no idea,”
said Tompkins. “Cancer
doesn’t  take a year off. We
don’t, but I think a lot of it
(cancer) is coming back. It
seems like in Suwannee
County, we’re so affected
by cancer. I don’t know if
more people are being af-
fected by it or what.”

“A lot of people are be-
coming aware,” said Star-
ling.

“It’s a community-wide
event so we encourage the
community to come sup-
port the survivors that will

be there,” said Starling.
“The survivors actually
start the walk.”

Starling said the first
event is the “survival
walk”. Following them are
the caregivers and then the
teams.

“We provide dinner that
night for the survivors and
the caregivers,” said Star-
ling. “We encourage every-
one to come out. Play some
games, there’s lots of activ-
ities, playing, they’ll be
partying all night.”

Another event or walk
within the RFL event is put
on by Zumba instructor and
long-time cancer aware-
ness advocate, Becky Skip-
per.

“She’s on the SHS edu-
cator’s team,” said Star-
ling. “They’re doing the
‘glow run’ at midnight.”

The “glow run” is a 5K
and is $25 to enter. Accord-
ing to Starling, you can en-
ter right up until 11:59 p.m.
on May 17.

“You’ll get a shirt,
they’re doing the glow-in-
the-dark bracelets and an-
klets,” said Starling.
“They’ll have the track
marked out in Tiki torch-
es.” 

The money raised within
the event will of course go
to RFL.

As of Tuesday morning,
there were 23 teams signed
up with a total of 192 par-
ticipants. So far, these indi-
viduals have raised
$12,933.06.

To sign up and partici-
pate in the Relay For Life
of Suwannee, go to
www.relayforlife.org/suwa
nneefl.

For additional informa-
tion about the RFL, the
community representative
is Kaitlynn Floyd. Her
email is
Kaitlynn.Floyd@cancer.or
g She can also be reached
at 352-376-6866 ext. 5063

through and that traffic is-
n’t sending water inside the
businesses.”

Preparation
In preparation for the

storm, business owners and
neighbors will assist each
other with gathering sand-
bags and working to detour
the water from entering
their home or business. 

Thomas said there are
steps that can be taken to
better prepare for a natural
disaster. 

“Being self-sufficient is
the best practice,” Thomas
said. “Those in Suwannee
County, who had their
emergency kits and sup-
plies, were better prepared
for the isolation that TS
Debby caused. TS Debby
was unique that it caused
flooding in areas that usual-
ly don’t flood. Most people
looked at TS Debby as we
really needed the rain (due
to drought) and this would

help bring our rain deficit
up as well as our shrinking
river. Unfortunately, the
stalling of this system over
Suwannee County coupled
with the amount of rain real-
ly tested all aspects of
Suwannee County govern-
ment and its residents.”

“As a county, municipal

and county employees
worked tirelessly to rise to
the occasion to do what
was necessary to save
lives,” she said.

For related national sto-
ries visit the section “Are
we ready?”, on the home-
page at suwanneedemoc-
rat.com.

against a cement wall and
began to strike him several
times in the face and body
with his fist. 

Teachers at the school
were able to stop the fight.

The victim was taken to
Shands Live Oak Regional
Medical Center for treat-
ment for several abrasions
to the back and face. He

also suffered a broken jaw
and swollen right ear. 

Breedlove was arrested
on May 1 and transported
to the Suwannee County
Jail. 

Breedlove faces a charge
of aggravated battery with
great bodily harm.

Breedlove was expelled
from MCA, according to
the school. 

Melody school fightleads to arrest
Continued From Page 1A

Admission is free!  Both
Friday and Saturday feature
Arts & Crafts and Food
Vendors, the Country Store
selling blueberry pies, cob-
bler, muffins and more, live
entertainment by Herold
White, and fresh blueber-
ries and blueberry plants
available for purchase. The
Blueberry Bake-off and
Tasting Party will be Friday
evening. Saturday features
the Blueberry Pancake
Breakfast, the Parade, and
the Talent Contest.  The
winners of the Bake-Off,
Parade and Talent Contest
are awarded cash prizes.
This event is hosted by the
Wellborn Community As-
sociation, a non-profit
501(c)(3) corporation. For
more info call 386-963-
1157 or see www.wellborn-
communityassociation.com

20th Annual
Wellborn
Blueberry
Festival -
June 7 & 8
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Rotary clubs in Portugal send professionals for goodwill
exchange to United States

different countries. The awards involve four-week
visits, during which team members share personal
knowledge of their own country and experience the
customs, vocations, and lifestyles of another.
The purpose of a Group Study Exchange is to pro-

mote international understanding and goodwill
through person-to-person contact. While here, team
members stayed in Rotarians’ homes and had the op-
portunity to meet their professional counterparts.
They also gave presentations to Rotary clubs in Live
Oak, Mayo and Perry about their home country.
Luis Costa (Azores), Joao Veiga (Lisbon), Ana

Graca (Lisbon), Carina Amaral (Lisbon) and team
leader and Rotarian Mario Moura (Lisbon), all from
the Rotary District 1960 Group Study Exchange
(GSE) team in Portugal gave individual presentations
in a slideshow format to about 40 Rotarians from
Live Oak on April 15. Each one described who they

were, where they lived, their educational background,
their careers and even photos of their family and
friends.
Myra Regan, assistant governor for Rotary District

6940, who is also the publisher of the Suwannee De-
mocrat, the Jasper News and the Mayo Free Press,
served as area coordinator for the distinguished visi-
tors.
“Today we have a group with us from District 1960

in Portugal,” Regan told the audience. “That district
is in and around the capital city of Lisbon. The team
comes here to share their cultural knowledge and
their country with us.”
Regan said she had already shown them some of

the great sights in Suwannee County.
“We started our visit to Suwannee County at the

beautiful Camp Weed and Cerveny Conference Cen-
ter when Director Joe Chamberlain put on an elegant
social hour and delicious dinner to welcome the
team,” Regan noted.

The group at Dwight Stansel’s Farm and Nursery for
some vocational training. Experiencing the customs,
vocations and lifestyles of another country  is an inte-
gral part of the exchange program.

The GSE team was given a tour of the Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park, which was gearing up for their
annual Wanee Fest. The team is pictured here over
looking the beautiful Suwannee River.

The GSE team participated in job shadowing at Live
Oak businesses/organizations. The group leader Mario
Moura, right, an entrepreneur was hosted by Suwan-
nee County Economic Alliance President Dennis Cason.

The Group Study Exchange  (GSE) team from District
1960 in Portugal at Camp Weed and Cerveny Confer-
ence Center where Director Joe Chamberlain put on an
elegant social hour and delicious dinner to welcome
the team.

The GSE team and their hosts went down to Branford
on the Lafayette side where local Rotarian Ronnie
Skinner has a home on the river. The team was treated
to an All-American lunch of hamburgers and hot dogs
and of course they went “crusin’” on the Suwannee.

The purpose of a Group Study Exchange is to promote
international understanding and goodwill through per-
son-to-person contact. Pictured here are team leader
Mario Moura and his hosts Richard and Sue Huth,

While here, the Group Study Exchange  (GSE) team
members stayed in Rotarians’ homes. Pictured here
are George and Sheila Burnham with one of their
guests Carnina Amaral.

The GSE team was given a tour of many sights in the
county, many at or near the Suwannee River. Here the
team is at Suwannee Springs, where they saw their
first ever spring of this kind.

“We’ve been on the river,” said
Regan. “We went down to Branford
on the Lafayette side.
A local Rotarian, she said has a

home on the river and they took the
group on a cruise on Saturday. Sun-
day was a day of rest and Regan
said some of them went shopping
at the Oaks Mall in Gainesville
and others went to St. Augustine.
Prior to the noon presentation to

Rotary the team participated in job shadowing at Live
Oak businesses/organizations. Shands Live Oak Re-
gional Medical Center CEO Richard Huth hosted Cos-
ta an RN and Veiga a pharmacist for the morning. Gra-
ca, a computer and software educator was hosted by
the Suwannee County School District and Superinten-
dent Jerry Scarborough. Amaral, an administrative as-
sistant spent the morning at Surrey Place business of-
fice with Michelle Norris. Amaral, also a fitness in-
structor was given a brief tour of Skinner’s Body Fit-
ness & Gym. The group leader Mario Moura, an en-
trepreneur was hosted by Suwannee County Econom-
ic Alliance President Dennis Cason.
After the group did their presentation at the Rotary

Club of Live Oak on Monday they then went to the
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park, which was gearing
up for their annual Wanee Fest.
“Riding around the park in golf carts and seeing the

unusual (for them) sights and sounds was great fun for
them. Explaining to them that the beautiful setting
which was somewhat subdued that day would be filled
with 60,000 screaming fans by the weekend was inter-
esting,” said Regan.
The group also went to Dwight Stansel’s Farm and

Nursery for some vocational training that afternoon. 
The team headed to the Rotary Club in Perry on

Tuesday. They toured and saw the revitalization ef-
forts going on in the town of Perry. 
After that it was off to Doctors Memorial Hospital.

Since one of the team members is an emergency room
RN and another is a pharmacist, the visit to the hospi-
tal was of great interest to them, Regan explained.
Mayo was the destination on Wednesday where the

Rotary Club of Mayo hosted the group at the beautiful
RO Ranch Equestrian Park.
The group will spend a total of one-month visiting

North Florida’s Rotary District 6940 and headed next
to Panama City Beach for the district conference, then
to Fort Walton Beach area, Pensacola and Tallahassee.
On May 31, a GSE team from North Florida’s Dis-

trict 6940 will be traveling to Portugal for the flip side
of the exchange program, so they can learn more about
the culture of that country, as well as attend the inter-
national conference in Lisbon.

Reporter Joyce Marie Taylor contributed to this ar-
ticle.

Group Study Exchange team comes to Suwannee County

The GSE group
 did their prese

ntation at the R
otary Club of L

ive Oak and aft
erwards were p

resented flags

representing th
e Live Oak club

 that will be tak
en back to the 

Rotary clubs in
 Portugal that s

ponsored

their trip. They 
also presented 

a flag from Por
tugal to RCLO P

resident Jimmy
 Norris

Continued From Page 1A
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$14900

PER MONTH

$14900

PER MONTH

2013 Dodge
DART
$2,499 DAS,
36 Mo. Lease

2013 Dodge
DART

2013 Chrysler
Town & Country
2013 Chrysler
Town & Country
NOW ONLY
$289DAS $2,249

36 Month Lease

2013 Dodge
Advenger

2013 Dodge
Advenger

0% APR 72 MOS.

2013 Dodge
Caravan
2013 Dodge
Caravan
NOW ONLY
$289DAS $2,399

36 Month Lease

2013 Dodge
Durango
2013 Dodge
Durango
NOW ONLY
$309DAS $2,999

36 Month Lease

2013 DODGE
Challenger
2013 DODGE
Challenger

NOW ONLY
$289DAS $2,244

36 Month Lease

2013 DODGE
Journey

2013 DODGE
Journey

NOW ONLY
$239DAS $2,999

36 Month Lease

NOW AVAILABLE

0.0
%

FINANCING FOR 
72 MONTHS

On Select Makes

NOW AVAILABLE

0.0
%

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

UP
TO

806487

2013 Dodge Ram 1500
The Time To Buy A New Make Is Now!The Time To Buy A New Make Is Now!

up to 
$7,450

TOTAL $AVINGS
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Friday Edition — May 10, 2013 50 CENTS
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Serving Suwannee County since 1884, including Live Oak, Wellborn, Dowling Park, Branford, McAlpin and O’Brien

 New 2013 Dodge Dart SXT New 2013 Dodge Dart SXT New 2013 Dodge Dart SXT

 41 41 41
 MPG MPG 149 00 149 00 149 00

 PER MONTH
 $ $ $
 $2,499 DAS, 36 Month Lease

 804
499

˙

 No Purchase Necessary
 Must Present Coupon

 Limit 1 Per Person  793
493

 For Kids  12 & Under

Great ways to say thank you on Mother’s Day - 8A

TRIBUTE
a Mother’s Day

Touching hearts, saving lives...
All in a day’s work.

nurses week
May 6-12Page 7A

Follow us: 
facebook.com/SuwanneeDemocrat

FACEBOOK CHATTER
Most reached:– Suwannee County a finalist for world’s largest solar farm. (1,809)– Congratulations to Lafayette and Suwannee counties ... softball (1,527)– Solo homer by SHS's Jordon Roberts in the sixth 1-Suwannee 5-Lake Wales.  (Suwannee Athletics) (1,506)– From Suwannee High Athletics...2 hours away from first pitch in Vero Beach! (1,361)

Submitted
National Solar Power announced on

Tuesday the names of seven communities
in the Southeastern US that are in serious
contention to be the one chosen by the
company as the site for the construction
and operation of the world's largest solar
farm.
The finalists' list of communities is:

Gadsden, Hardee, Osceola and Suwannee
counties in Florida; Sumter and Tatnall
counties in Georgia; and Guilford Coun-
ty (Greensboro-area) in North Carolina.
National Solar Power plans to establish

a 400-megawatt (MW) solar project in
the winning community, which would be
the world's largest photovoltaic (PV)
power plant. The project is made up of 20

related 200-acre (~81-hectare) solar
farms, each generating more than 20MW
of renewable energy. Currently, the
world's largest solar power plant is an
80MW solar project in Ontario, Canada.
National Solar Power's planned 400MW
solar farm will be capable of providing

Suwannee a finalist for
world’s largest solar farm

SEE SUWANNEE, PAGE 2A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

and
Submitted information

The Florida legislative session end-
ed Friday, May 3, after spending 90
days shuffling through hundreds of
bills. Now that the session has con-
cluded, here are some highlights from
the session. 
Early voting: The Legislature

passed a bill that would expand early
voting days and sites. Supervisors of
elections will have to have at least
eight early voting days. They could
hold up to 14, including the Sunday
before election.
Sales tax holiday: The three day

holiday on some items in August was
passed. 
SB 112: Relating to filing false

documents against real or personal
property by a vote of 39-0 and the
House of Representatives by a vote of
116-0. The bill creates a third degree
felony for those who file false liens,
mortgages, and other documents
against a person’s property. 
Senate Bill 224: Allows Florida’s

IT’S A
WRAP
Florida 
legislative 
session ends

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee County Board of
County Commissioners addressed
several projects relating to the catalyst
site at their regular monthly meeting
on Tuesday night. 

County establishes line of credit
The board voted unanimously Tues-

day night to establish a line of credit
with First Federal Bank of Florida to
assist with various projects at the cat-
alyst site. The line of credit is $3.5
million with a two year maturity.
“We have several options,” said

Chairman Wesley Wainwright. “We
can accept it. We can reject it, or we
can just take no action on it.”

Klausner
updates

– County establishes $3.5M credit line 
– Company contractors gearing for construction
– $2.2M in grant money received

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

A homeless man was ar-
rested here following a high

speed chase and foot race
that led to the recovery of a
stolen vehicle from Vir-
ginia, a stolen tag from
Georgia, stolen tools from
Suwannee County and mul-
tiple drug charges, accord-

Stolen vehicle, tag
and tools recovered

High speed chase
ends in arrest

RatcliffeSEE HIGH, PAGE 10A

The National Association of Letter
Carriers will hold their 21st annual na-
tional “Stamp Out Hunger” food drive
on Saturday.   For city and rural route
letter carriers in Live Oak, McAlpin,

Live Oak letter
carriers conduct
“Stamp Out Hunger”
food drive Saturday

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee County Board of
County Commissioners decided to re-
ject a bank’s current offer on addition-
al land near the catalyst site. 
Commissioner Jason Bashaw and

County Administrator Randy Harris
drove to Jacksonville to meet with of-
ficials from CenterState Bank of Jack-

Bank’s land
offer rejected
County not willing to
pay $7,500 an acre

Gomez

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

A Branford man was arrested
for aggravated battery on a
pregnant victim after an alter-

cation concerning money, ac-
cording to the Suwannee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office.
According to a SCSO report,

Man punches pregnant woman

SEE MAN, PAGE 10A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee County Board of
County Commissioners met on Tues-
day night for their bi-monthly meet-
ing at the Judicial Annex Building in
Live Oak. Here’s a glimpse of what
took place:

Attendance noted
At the last Suwannee County

Board of County Commissioners
meeting, the board voted to change
the meeting time to 6 p.m. on the first
and third Tuesday of each month to
give the public a greater chance to at-
tend the meetings. The board agreed
to keep record of attendance and re-
view the matter in September. 
Commissioner Ricky Gamble com-

mended the audience for their atten-
dance and noted it was the highest at-
tended meeting in quite some time. 

County commission
ROUND-UP
• Attendance improved
• Public comments limited?
• Bid openings change

The Old Dog Says,
“Look inside forBuccaneer Drift.”

Local girls clean up at
gymnastics meet, 1B
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SPORTSSPORTS
Will take on Lake Wales today.
First final four in a sport other
than football since 1965.

Audre Bryant has had a great pitching career so far. The ju-
nior threw a complete game against the Ponte Vedra
Sharks, giving up only six hits with eight strikeouts. See re-
lated story, 2B. - Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

SHS softball is heading to its first ever state tournament and the school’s first final four in a sport other than football
since 1965. - Photo: Courtesy Shirley TenBroeck 

Staff

The Suwannee High
School Lady Bulldogs
softball team beat Ponte
Vedra Sharks Sunday 8-2
in the Class 5A, Region 1
final to advance to the final
four. They will now take
on Lake Wales today at
4:30 p.m. in Vero Beach
for the semi-finals of the
state playoffs. If SHS wins
today, they will play for the
state title on Thursday. 
“This is the first time

since 1965 a SHS team has
reached the final four in a
sport other than football,”
SHS Athletic Director
Hunter Abercrombie said.
For Suwannee (17-9)

Timberly Steichen and
Bailiegh Williams each
had a home run. Kaitlyn
Rogers was two for three

with two runs scored and
Audre Bryant threw a
complete game giving up
only six hits with eight
strikeouts. 
“A great team win, I’m

so excited for this bunch of
girls in making the final
four,” said coach Tommy
Chambers. “They are play-
ing as a team and that has
been the difference.”
Chambers said he want-

ed to thank the community
for their support.
“We had as many people

in Ponte Vedra on a Sun-
day afternoon as they
(Sharks) did and the team
really feeds off of this sup-
port,” said Chambers. 
“We’re looking forward

to the trip to Vero Beach
and getting to play in the
final four. Go Lady
‘Dogs!”

Final 4 bound!
State title in view

Baseball rally comes up short, season ends

Dustin Driver (2) high fives teammates in the game against Gulf Breeze.   
- Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

Submitted 

The Suwannee High School Bulldogs
baseball season came to an end in the re-
gional quarterfinals of the Florida state
playoffs, dropping an 8 to 7 decision to

the Gulf Breeze Dolphins on Thursday
night at Booster Field.  
Gulf Breeze plated a run in the top of

the first inning, but Suwannee put two on
the board in the bottom half of the inning
to take a 2 to 1 lead. Second baseman

Dustin Driver drew a leadoff walk, but
was immediately forced out at second
base on a groundout by shortstop Parker
Stephens. Leftfielder Wyatt Jackson sin-
gled sharply down the rightfield line that
advanced Stephens to third base. Jackson
stole second placing two runners in scor-
ing position, and centerfielder Trey
Owens walked to load the bases. First
baseman Will Shanahan was hit by a
pitch to force home the first run of the in-
ning, and catcher Braxton Hicks then
drew a walk to force home the second
run. 
In the bottom of the second inning, the

Bulldogs scored two more runs to build
their lead to 4 to 1. Rightfielder Tim
Carter worked a leadoff walk, Driver laid
down a perfect drag bunt single down the
third base line, and both runners scored
on a double to the right centerfield wall
by Jackson. Suwannee surrendered the
lead in the top of the sixth inning, but
bounced back to tie the game in the bot-
tom half thanks to a dropped fly ball by
the Dolphin rightfielder, and a passed
ball that allowed Carter to cross home
plate.
In the top of the seventh inning, Gulf

Breeze pushed three runs across the plate
to take an 8 to 5 lead, needing only three
outs to close out the win, but the Bull-
dogs weren't ready to call it a season.
Owens opened the bottom of the seventh
with a leadoff walk, and Shanahan then
singled sharply into rightfield putting
runners on the corners. With one out,
Hicks singled home a run to cut the lead
to two and was replaced at first base by
pinch runner Hunter Deas. An error by
the Dolphin shortstop on pinch hitter
Rhett Baldwin's ground ball in the hole
loaded the bases. 
After a strikeout for the second out,

Suwannee was down to their last out of
the game. But Driver came up big with a
single through the right side of the in-
fleld. Shanahan scored easily from third
base, and Deas rounded the bag heading
home for the tying run. The Gulf Breeze
right fielder charged hard, scooped up
the ball and fired it to the plate. It was a
one-hopper fielded by the catcher, who
then turned and made a diving tag on a
sliding Deas on what was a bang-bang
play at the plate. The home plate umpire

SHS

From Suwannee to Stetson
Senior inks soccer scholarship

Justin Shirah with mother and father Kellie and BJ Shirah as he signs his intent to play
for Stetson University.  - Photo: Andrew McGee

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Suwannee High School
senior Justin Shirah was
surrounded by coaches,
friends, his parents and
staff as he signed a soccer
scholarship with Stetson
University on Wednesday,
May 1, at SHS.
Shirah said he had been

approached by several
scouts and went through
the process of them watch-
ing him play (more than
once) and him waiting for
their final evaluation. Stet-
son was not the first school
to check him out.
“They’re not the first

people, actually they’re
the last people,” said Shi-
rah. “I talked to UNF
(University of North Flori-
da) for awhile and Florida
Atlantic University.”
He said they were both a

bit “iffy” but kept coming
back to watch him.
“Finally, Stetson

watched me for the second
time and they called me
the next day,” said Shirah.
“I decided to sign.”
BJ Shirah, Justin’s dad,

is the soccer coach at SHS
and obviously a huge in-
fluence on him. Was he his
first coach?
“He was, but my mom

(Kellie Shirah) actually

coached me in the little
league,” smiled Shirah.
“But, dad likes to take
credit for bringing me
where I’m at today.”
Shirah is very excited

about being able to attend
and play for Stetson.
“I’m extremely excited

for this opportunity,” said
Shirah. “I mean, it’s a Di-
vision 1 school. The cam-
pus is nice. It’s a private
school. It’s a great area to
be at.”
Coach Shirah stepped

up to greet everyone who
came for his son’s signing.
“This is a really special

SEE BASEBALL, PAGE 2BSEE STETSON, PAGE 2B

See relatedstory, 2B
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 804172

 127 Howard Street E., Live Oak, FL Phone: 386-362-4539 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478 Se Habla Espanol
 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 GREAT COUNTRY LIVING - Cor. 144th St. & 209th Rd., 5 ac., mostly open pasture, several trees, no deed restrictions, homes  or 
 MH, $22,900. Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#83435

 COMMERCIAL LOT-  with existing septic system, well, power pole, and phone line. Great location. $32,000. Call Willia m 
 Golightly, 386-590-6681 MLS#82977

 4 ACRES with well, septic, and electric. Fenced on 3 sides. Great country living. $36,000. Sherrel M cCall, 386-688-7563 
 MLS#81937

 OWNER FINANCING-  Located on the Withlacoochee River, Hamilton county electricity runs along the road. $38,000. Call 
 Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244. MLS#68332

 NICE  little home with room for the horse. Some of the property pasture and some wooded. 3/2 DWMH & 4 ac.  $54,900. David 
 Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#83455

 22 ACRES  close to Dowling Park, old 1961 SWMH and old well & septic, no value. $67,000. MLS#81992

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment
 www.poolerealty.com

 ATTENTION INVESTORS  ~ RENTAL 
 POTENTIAL! Brick home that needs some 

 TLC on the east side of Lake City. 3 Bedrooms 
 1 bath. 748sq.ft. Just $26,500. MLS#82958

 NICE LOCATION  In Columbia county. 
 Older DWMH in need of some repairs, 3/2. 

 Large covered back porch. Workshop. 
 $39,995. MLS#82213

 BANK OWNED-  in White Springs just a block 
 off the main street. 3/2 sits on corner lot with a 
 nice shade tree in the front yard. Just $45,000. 
 Call Vern Roberts, 386-688-1940 MLS#83528

 BANK OWNED!  1/1 home in lake community 
 on 1 acre. Priced to sell at just $55,000. All 
 offers considered. Call for a showing today, 
 386-362-4539. MLS#81365 Jennings, Fl.

 GREAT STARTER HOME  3/1 on 2 acres at 
 the edge of the city limits. Live Oak $57,000. 

 Call David Mincey, 386-590-0157 
 MLS#81748

 REDUCED!  1,500+ sq,ft, 2/2 Cypress framed 
 house conveniently located a few miles from Live 
 Oak. Home needs new floor covering, appliances 

 and a little elbow grease to be a keeper. Nelda 
 Hatcher, 386-688-8067 MLS#82785

 RIVERFRONT:  2.5 acres with over 300 ft on 
 the Suwannee River. Located in a gated fly-in 
 airpark. Owner financing. $79,000. Call Ric 

 Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#81164

 10 ACRES  with Top of the line 3/2 DWMH 
 w/2300+ sqft, great room w/FP, front & back 
 porches, horse stalls, out buildings, fish pond. 

 $118,000. Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 
 MLS#80620

 LAKE HOME-  3/2.5 features 6in thick 
 exterior walls, FP. Two 24x40 workshops, and 

 a 12x24 utility building. $189,000. Anita 
 Handy, 386-208-5877. MLS#83561.

 BANK OWNED  BANK OWNED  VIRTUAL TOUR

 VIRTUAL TOUR

Wyatt Jackson runs the bases. - Photos: Paul Buchanan (Suwan-
neeSports.com)

pumped his fist into the air signaling
that the baserunner was tagged out.
And with that, Suwannee went down
in defeat by a score of 8 to 7 in a very
exciting game that ended their season.
"What an exciting game for a play-
off game it turned out to be. Unfortu-
nately for us, we came up on the
wrong end of the 8 to 7 game, but I
told our guys after the game, hold
your heads high.  You battled back
from a three run deficit in your last at-
bat, and the rally ended on a very

close play at the plate,” coach Terry
Mixon said. “When Driver singled
through the right side of the infield, I
really thought we were going to tie it
up. As Deas rounded third base, I
gave him the green light to try and
score. I was thinking before the pitch
that if we could manage to get a base
hit into the outfield, three things were
going to have to happen for them in
order to throw the tying run out at the
plate. It had been raining on and off
all day, and even all during the
game.  So I knew the outfielder would
have to pick up a wet ball and make a

throw to the plate, the catcher would
have to make a clean catch of the ball,
and then the catcher would have to
make a tag on a sliding baserunner.
Again unfortunately for our team,
those three things were accomplished
by the visiting team. But we had a
very successful season, won seven-
teen games, and most importantly,
won our district tournament champi-
onship. Although we lose six seniors,
I am looking forward to next year
with our returners and the guys we
will have coming up from JV to fill
some positions."

Baseball rally comes up short, season ends

Continued From Page 1B

From Suwannee to Stetson
Senior inks soccer scholarship

occasion,” said coach Shirah.
“It’s not everyday we get to
see one our students and ath-
letes get to sign with a D1
college.” 
Coach Shirah said he
couldn’t begin to emphasize
about the amount of work
he’s seen Justin go through
to make it to this point in his
career.
“It makes me very proud
as a father and as a coach, but
also as a community,” said
coach Shirah. “Because I see
all the elements that go into
place to something like this.”
Coach Shirah thanked all
who were instrumental in
helping Justin along the way
and he expressed what an in-
credible support system the
community had that helped
make it happen.
Coach Shirah then talked
about a pivotal moment in
his son’s life that was a defi-
nite eye-opener.

“It’s not all easy, I can tell
you,” said coach Shiarh.
“One of the defining mo-
ments in Justin’s career was
when he was 13-14 and got
hooked up with a coach
down in Gainesville that did-
n’t care for him.”
Coach Shirah said that
Justin was benched for the
first time in his life. He said
it made Justin realize that if
he wanted something bad
enough, he would have to
give his all and not hold
back.
“I told him, you find what
makes that coach tick and go
out there and do it,” said
coach Shirah.
“Justin came home and
said he wanted to train
everyday to do what he could
to get off the bench and I
don’t think he’s seen the
bench since.”
Justin will begin playing
with Stetson in the fall of this
year.

Continued From Page 1BWill Shanahan hits one during a rainy Gulf Breeze game. 

Talented pitcher helped get them there 
By Andrew McGee

andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee High
School Softball team under
the coaching of Tommy
Chambers has made it to
state thanks to a great team
and a pitcher who can really
“fire them in”.
SHS softball pitcher Au-
dre Bryant has been playing
the sport since she was in
second grade.
The junior remembers
when she was little being in-
volved in other activities,
dancing for one. She said her
dad put her in softball.
“He wanted to see how I’d
like it,” smiled Bryant. “It
stuck.”
Bryant said early on by
fifth grade she wanted to
learn more about developing
her pitching skills.
“I was playing (recreation)
ball and started working and
teaching myself,” said
Bryant. “Also John Dekle
coached me.”
She said Dekle was a soc-
cer coach in Mayo and had
daughters of his own that
played softball.
“He (Dekle) learned from
his daughter’s coaches,” said
Bryant.
Bryant said that she had
been playing for SHS since
her freshman year and defi-
nitely plans on playing her
senior year for the Bulldogs.
When not practicing for
the game, Bryant stays busy
with other interests. She is
also the drum major for the

SHS Sound of Suwannee
Band. 
She said she hasn’t had
any scouts approach her yet,
but is hoping some will “dis-
cover” her and hopes over
the summer to be getting
some visits and phone calls
from interested schools.
“My parents thought it
would be a great opportunity
(to play in college),” said
Bryant. “I’d hate to just stop
after high school.”
“Right now though, I’m
just focused on Suwannee,”
said Bryant.
When asked about making
it to state, Bryant had this to
say.
“I’m really excited and
honored,” said Bryant. “The
team, we’re really proud of
each other.”
Bryant expressed that they
are a close-knit team as they
care for each other beyond
the field and their unity
makes them unstoppable.
“We have each other’s
back,” said Bryant. “We just
keep trying and never stop
trying.”
Bryant has a 1.49 ERA
this season.
"She has been a big sur-
prise,” said coach Tommy
Chambers. “During the play-
offs, we didn't use her that
much, but she has a lot of
different moves on the ball
and kept the other teams off
balance. She's a left-handed
pitcher which can make it
difficult, but she threw some
strikes, not a lot, but she does
great."

Final 4
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Final 4 bound! State title in view

Timberly Steichen had a home run in the game against Ponte Vedra. 

Bailiegh Williams had a home run in the game against Ponte Vedra.

Head softball coach Tommy
Chambers, right, converses
with assistant coach Andy
Day. - Photos: Paul Buchanan
(SuwanneeSports.com)

Calendar of Events
Canning and growing

tomatoes class: 
Learn to preserve the

fruits of your labor by ac-
tively participating in this
canning and growing
tomatoes class. Classes
will be held on May 15, 9
a.m.—4 p.m. Class is lim-
ited, please pre-register
before May 13, class in-
cludes your own jar of
canned tomatoes and a
tomato plant. Call
UF/IFAS Suwannee Coun-
ty Extension Office (386)
362-2771 for more infor-
mation.  (UF/IFAS Suwan-
nee County  An Equal Op-
portunity Institution)
20th Annual Wellborn
Blueberry Festival - 

June 7 & 8
Admission is free!  Both

Friday and Saturday fea-
ture Arts & Crafts and
Food Vendors, the Country
Store selling blueberry
pies, cobbler, muffins and
more, live entertainment
by Herold White, and fresh
blueberries and blueberry
plants available for pur-
chase. The Blueberry
Bake-off and Tasting Party
will be Friday evening.
Saturday features the
Blueberry Pancake Break-
fast, the Parade, and the
Talent Contest.  The win-
ners of the Bake-Off, Pa-
rade and Talent Contest are
awarded cash prizes.  This
event is hosted by the
Wellborn Community As-
sociation, a non-profit
501(c)(3) corporation. For
more info call 386-963-
1157 or see www.well-
borncommunityassocia-
tion.com
Memorial Day ceremony
The American Legion

Post 107 of Live Oak is
proud to announce that
preparations for the annual
Memorial Day ceremony
are now underway. We
would like to cordially in-
vite all of Suwannee
County to join us in the re-
membrance of all the men
and women of the United
States Armed Forces that
paid the ultimate sacrifice
in the defense of our coun-
try. Ceremony will com-
mence at 11:00 AM on 27
MAY 2013 in the Veterans
Memorial section of the
Suwannee County ceme-

tery. Following the cere-
mony an Open House and
traditional barbecue will
be held at the American
Legion Post located ap-
proximately 5.5 miles
south on Hwy. 129, left of
142nd Street then about
1.5 miles on right.

Haven Hospice
DATE: 6 p.m., Tuesday,

May 14, 2013
CONTACT: Chaplain

Donna Carlile, Haven
Hospice, Lake City Office,
386-752-9191
Spring Love and Re-

membrance Butterfly
Memorial
Tuesday, May 14, 6 p.m.
Suwannee Valley Care

Center Community Room
6037 West US Highway

90
Lake City, FL  32055
Please join us as we cel-

ebrate the lives of those
who have touches us so
deeply.  Attendees are en-
couraged to bring pictures
and mementos of loved
ones that can be placed on
our Table of Memories.
We provide this service at
no charge and anyone in
the community who has
lost someone is invited.
For more information,
please contact our Lake
City office at 386-752-
9191.
Free public education

meeting
The speaker is renowned
Earthjustic attorney, Al-

isa Coe.
She will do a Power-

point presentation on the
topic “Stopping slime and
Protecting Forida’s Wa-
ters”. Date is Thursday
May 9. Time is 7 p.m. Lo-
cation is Alachua City Li-
brary - 14913 NW 140 St.,
Alachua.

Class of 1988
25th Reunion

Oct. 11 & 12, 2013
Kenny Gwinn
512-721-9677
CaSonia Williams Mar-

tin
386-647-6896
The Branford Camera

Club 
Meets on the 3rd Thurs-

day of each month, with an
occasional exception, for
the purpose of sharing,
learning, and enjoying all
things photographic.  We

are an eclectic group with
experiences ranging from
complete novice to con-
summate professional. 

Used books needed
Do you have hard or

softcover books that you
no longer need? There
might be other folks who
would enjoy reading them!
The Wellborn Community
Library will be hosting its
semi-annual used book
and bake sale during the
Wellborn Blueberry Festi-
val on June 8, but now is
the time when the library
(located at the Wellborn
United Methodist Church
on Route 137 north of
downtown) is actively so-
liciting donations of
books. 
Organizers hope to have

thousands of books avail-
able on many subjects dur-
ing the daylong sale, but to
make that possible, they
are actively soliciting
books right now. It doesn’t
matter whether you have a
dozen or hundreds of
books, they are needed for
resale. Please consider
cleaning out your book-
shelves and donating hard-
bound or paperback books
(books on any subject, fic-
tion and non-fiction, but
no encyclopedias, please!).
Books can either be
dropped at the library (lo-
cated in the church fellow-
ship hall at 12005 County
Road 137 in Wellborn) be-
tween 9 and noon on Tues-
days, or pickup can be
arranged at no cost.
If you have books to do-

nate and would like to
have them picked up, call
Wellborn UMC pastor
Rev. Dr. Everett L. Parker
at 386-754-8524 or 386-
688-1358. Proceeds from
the book and bake sale will
benefit the library and the
Wellborn United
Methodist Church’s out-
reach programs. 

Suwannee River 
Economic Council, Inc.
Free breakfast & lunch
for ages 60 and older
When: Monday - Friday
Where: Senior Center 
1171 Nobles Ferry Road
Live Oak, Fla. 32064
Time: Breakfast 8:30 -

10 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.

Make reservations for
lunch by 9:30 a.m.     386-
362-1164
Master Farmer Program
Florida A&M Universi-

ty, Cooperative Extension
Program will be hosting
its’ 2nd Annual
Master Farmer Program

at the Florida A&M Uni-
versity’s Research and Ex-
tension Center in Quincy,
FL. Classes will begin for
beef cattle production and
small ruminant production
starting on May 3, 2013
through June 8 from 8 a.m.
–  5 p.m. (EST). This is a
ten day comprehensive
training program will in-
clude classes on marketing,
computer basics, govern-

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE 4B
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mental programs for farmers (i.e., USDA) estate plan-
ning, computer basis herd and so much more. This pro-
gram is designed for beginning and advanced small farm
families. Registration fees (early, general and late fees)
start at
$25. Fees will cover training materials and meals. For

more information on this event please contact Angela
McKenzie-Jakes at (850)875-8552 (angela.mckenzie-
jakes@famu.edu) or visit our website at
http://www.famu.edu/goats.

Master Goat and Sheep certification program
Florida A&M University, Cooperative Extension Pro-

gram will be hosting its 7th Annual
Master Goat and Sheep Certification Program at the

Florida A&M University’s Research and Extension Cen-
ter in Quincy. Classes will begin on May 3, 4, 17, 18, and
June 1 from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. (EST). This is a five-day
comprehensive training program will include classes on
marketing, herd health, nutrition and so much more. This
program is designed for beginning and advanced small
ruminant producers. Registration fees (early, general and
late fees) start at $25 for the non-certification track or
$45 for the certification track. Fees will cover training
materials and meals. For more information on this event
please contact Angela McKenzie-Jakes at (850)875-
8552 (angela.mckenziejakes@famu.edu) or visit our
website at http://www.famu.edu/goats. 
Suwannee County Branch NAACP - Unit #5137
President: Mr. Lesley White
Mailing address: P.O. Box 6105, Live Oak, FL 32064
Telephone: 386-647-7360
Email: al101st@comcast.net
Meetings: First Monday in each month at 6 p.m. Ex.

Bd., 7 p.m. membership meeting
The Sparkleberry Chapter of the Florida Native

Plant Society
Sparkleberry Chapter meetings are held the 2nd Tues-

day of each month, except June, July, and August, at
Hatch Park in Branford.  Please contact Chapter Presi-
dent Mae Brandt,maebrandt@bellsouth.net, 386-466-
0915, for more information.

Senior Citizens motorcoach tours
Madison Travel & Tours, Madison, Fla. 850-973-6439

Cape Cod & Plymouth June 8-16, 2013
Pigeon Forge & Smoky Mt. Show Trip Oct. 14-18, 2013 
Branson Show Extravaganza             Oct. 12 -20, 2013
New York City                                 Dec. 4-12, 2013

Boy Scout Troop 408
Meets on Thursdays from 7-8:30 p.m. at the American

Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., between Live Oak
and McAlpin. Membership is open to boys ages 11-17.
Join us for camping, hiking, canoeing, and many other
outdoor activities. 386-209-3480

Cub Scout Pack 408
Meets on Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. at the American

Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., between Live Oak
and McAlpin. Membership is open to boys ages 6-10.
Join us for camping, archery, BB shooting, and many
other fun activities. Parents encouraged to participate.
386-209-3480

Elks Lodge Bingo
Bingo is every Monday night from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at

the lodge Non Smoking, Kitchen is open serving sand-
wiches, onion rings, etc.

The Arc North Florida
Recycle with us

We recycle: Name brand ink cartridges and laser car-
tridges, working cell phones w/electric cord, digital cam-
eras - GPS - MP3, laptops.
For more info on how you can help The Arc recycle

products please call 386-362-7143 Ext. 5.
Supporting adults with intellectual & developmental

disabilities in Suwannee, Hamilton, Lafayette, Columbia
& Baker Counties.

The Wellborn United Methodist Church 
Located at 12005 CR 137 in downtown Wellborn.

From Live Oak and points west, travel east on U.S. 90 to
the blinker light at CR 137. Turn left and go about a
mile, crossing the railroad tracks. The church is located
about a quarter mile north of the tracks on the left (look
for signs). From Lake City and points east, travel west
on U.S. 90 to the blinker light at CR 137 and turn right. 

The Suwannee Chapter of the 
Florida Trail Association

Monthly meetings on the second Monday of the
month, September through June, at the Suwannee River
Water Management District Office, 9225 CR 49, Live
Oak, from 7 to 9 p.m. (The office is located on the cor-
ner of US 90 and CR 49, 2 miles east of Live Oak.)The
Suwannee Chapter of the Florida Trail Association de-
velops, maintains, protects and promotes many miles of
the Florida National Scenic Trail, including the Econfi-
na, Ellaville and Big Oak Trails. Founded in 1993, the
chapter serves Dixie, Columbia, Hamilton, Lafayette,
Madison, Taylor and Suwannee Counties. Monthly
meetings provide information on a wide variety of topics
pertaining to nature, ecology, wildlife of the area, pho-
tography, etc.  The public is cordially invited to join us
for our monthly meetings as well as hiking/paddling ac-
tivities throughout the year. Contact Irvin Chance, Chap-
ter Chairman,  at 386-330-2424, for more information on
the association or the monthly program. You may also
visit the web site at: www.suwannee.floridatrail.org or
www.meetup.com/Suwannee-FTA for a calendar of ac-
tivities.

Suwannee County Bassmasters
Do you enjoy bass fishing?
Are you the competitive type?
Do you enjoy associating with other fisherman?
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Thurs. of each

month at Huddle House in Live Oak, US 129 and Inter-
state 10.
The club fishes on the Sat. following the Thurs. meet-

ing at various N. Fla. locations.
Come to our next meeting or call for details Mike

Johnson 386-688-4780 or Robert Dees 386-688-0978.
Antioch Baptist Church

“Stars Widow Group”
Every 4th Thurs. of each month at 10:30 a.m. 5203 CR

795 Live Oak, Fla. 32060
386-362-3101

Recovery By The Numbers group of 
Narcotics Anonymous 

Meets Wed and Friday at 7:30 p.m. at St. Luke's Epis-
copal Church, 1391 11th St. S.W. Live Oak 386-249-
3505 or Help Line # 866-352-5323, http://uncoastna.org
Recovery by the numbers is not affiliated with St. Lukes

Travel baseball team
North Florida River Rats 10u and 11u Travel baseball
team is looking for players. If interested, please con-

tact 
Jamie Allbritton @ 386- 209-0166
Aluminum can recycle to help save the cats

Save the Cats of Live Oak. 
Please help us help them. Save your aluminum for re-

cycling. Recycle trailer located in vacant lot next to
Dairy Queen. Donations of kitty food, wet food, litter
and money to help with expenses can be taken to Thrift
Store, 303 East Howard Street, next to Suwannee Demo-
crat. We need your help to help them. Spay, neuter, med-
ications, food, litter and money contributions. We are a
non-profit group 501C3 being applied for.  For more in-
formation, call Barney at 386-364-1006.
Suwannee Democratic Executive Committee meeting
Suwannee DEC will meet on the second Thursday of

every month at 7 p.m. at Live Oak City
Hall, 101 White Ave., Live Oak, FL 32064.

Save the Cats Live Oak
Volunteers needed!

T.N.R. campaign to save Live Oaks ferrel cats has
been started. Ferrel and stray cats will be trapped,
neutered and returned to where they were trapped. All
kittens & friendly cats will be adopted out.
Donations needed: Cat food, wet & dry, money for

neutering, traps, carriers, cages, food & water containers
etc. Anyone interested in helping in any way please con-
tact Barney at 386-364-1006 or Ray Cobb 386-688-
0036.
Donations needed for Save the Cats of Live Oak
Food barrels for donations of wet & dry food as well

as litter are located at Tractor Supply (Lake City and
Live Oak) Winn-Dixie, Dollar General Stores, Freds,
Downtown Cafe & Big Wheel Market Place. Other items
needed include $ for spay & neuter, blankets, totes, tow-
els, building supplies, services of a carpenter. Please call
for additional info 386-364-1006. Non-profit 501C3 be-
ing applied for.

Save the cats Live Oak
Special kittens adoption have several beautiful, cud-

dley kittens, male & females all have been spay &
neutered, checked for FIV, lukemia and rabies shots.
Special donation rate $30. To have these things done at a
vet clinic would cost over $100. We are a 501-C3 non-
profit reserve. Also need donations of kitten food, dry
food and tidy cats litter. Bring donations to Big Wheel
Market Place,  317 W. Howard St or Downtown Cafe,
Tractor Supply or Freds. Call for additional information
Barney 386-364-1006.

TOPS Fl #0662
We would like to invite everyone that has a little or a

lot of weight to lose, to come visit us. TOPS is a weight
loss support group. We strive to help each other through
out our meetings. We have different programs such as
stress eating, the buffet, portion control, exercise, med-
ications that can cause weight gain, and more. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly is an organization that supports you
while striving to meet your goal wight, as well as after
meeting your goal, and you are working to maintaining
our goal. TOPS 0662 meets on Thursday mornings at the
First Advent Christian Church, 699 Pinewood Dr., Live
Oak, Fla. We start our weight in at 8 - 8:50 a.m. The
meeting starts at 9 -10 a.m. your first visit is free, so
come and let us support you in your challenge to Take
Off Pounds Sensibly. For more information contact
Elaine at 386-364-5537.

Volunteer advocates needed 
Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program

needs volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates
who protect the rights of elders who live in nursing
homes, assisted living facilities and adult family care
homes.  The program’s local councils are seeking addi-
tional volunteers to identify, investigate and resolve res-
idents’ concerns.  Special training and certification is
provided. 
All interested individuals who care about protecting

the health, safety, welfare and rights of long-term care
facility residents -- who often have no one else to advo-
cate for them -- are encouraged to call toll-free 1-888-
831-0404 or visit the program’s website at http://om-
budsman.myflorida.com.
Bryan Morgan
Recruitment Manager
Department of Elder Affairs
Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program
988 Woodcock Rd, Suite 198
Orlando, FL 32803
850-510-3920 (cellular)
407-228-7752 (office)
407-228-7754 (fax)
morganb@elderaffairs.org

Navy and Marine Corps
Shipmates who served on the USS Columbus CA-

74/CG-12 from 1944 through 1976 and the USS Colum-
bus (SSN-762) past and present, if you would like to
share memories and camaraderie with old friends and
make new ones, please contact Allen R. Hope, President,
3828 Hobson Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815-4505. 
Home: (260) 486-2221 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Eastern time. 
Fax: 260-492-9771
email: Hope4391@frontier.com

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meetings are held on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at

8 p.m. The meetings are at Nobles Ferry Road next to
Meridian Behavioral Health Center. For more informa-
tion, please call 386-362-4221 or 386-688-3133.

Haven Hospice

Compassionate Friends, a national bereavement orga-
nization that helps families who have lost a child, is
hosting a support group at Haven Hospice. The group
will meet the third Monday of every month from 7-9
p.m. at the Suwannee Valley Hospice Care Center at
6037 US Highway 90 West. For more information,
please call 386-697-0286 or email
findhopetoday@gmail.com

TOPS FL 798
We know everyone has different hopes and dreams,

different health conditions and weight loss goals. TOPS
helps people meet their individual needs through group
support.
However you measure success and whatever you have

to lose, TOPS is here for you. Change take time. Take
Off Pounds Sensibly supports you, no matter how long,
even after you've reached your goal. There is no quick
fixes at TOPS and no phony guarantees about weight
loss. It's up to you and it's a total commitment on your
part, but if you bring the desire, we can help. We meet
every Wed. morning at 10 a.m. at the Community
Church of God, 10639 Hwy 129 S, Live Oak, Fla. For
more information contact Dorie at 386-658-2767

Alzheimer's Support Group
Fourth Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. at Surrey

Place Care Center. 
The Center is located at 110 Lee Ave. SE in Live Oak.
For any questions or suggestions call Shanna Kirby @

386-364-5961 ext 16 or my cell 386-209-2327
Live Oak Garden Club

Meets on the 3rd Friday of each month,  for a luncheon
and a program for "all gardeners".  The Live Oak Garden
Club is also an ideal location and facility for a wedding
reception, baby shower, family reunion, suitable for any
event up to 100 people. Visit our website at
www.liveoakfloridagardenclub.com or phone Sara at
386-364-4189 for additional information.

Suwannee River Jeep Club & 4X4
SRJC 4X4 is a new off-road club dedicated to Jeeps

but open to other makes of 4X4's. We are looking for
members that enjoy off-roading activity. We are a fami-
ly oriented club that have monthly meetings and orga-
nize other activities such as trail rides, camping, mud
events and fundraising events. Please contact Sarah or
Cat at srjc4X4@gmail.com for more info. 386-688-3750
(Sarah). 

Volunteer Opportunity & Meeting Notice
Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program

needs volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates
who protect the rights of elders residing in nursing
homes, assisted living facilities and adult family care
homes.  The program’s local councils are seeking addi-
tional volunteers to identify, investigate and resolve res-
idents’ concerns.  Special training and certification is
provided.
All interested individuals 
Who care about protecting the health, safety, welfare

and rights of long-term care facility residents -- who of-
ten have no one else to advocate for them -- are encour-
aged to call toll-free (888) 831-0404 or visit the pro-
gram’s Web site at http://ombudsman.myflorida.com.

Grief recovery is a painful process.  
GriefShare is a weekly video seminar featuring some

of the nation’s foremost experts on grief recovery topics.
Each Wednesday evening seminar is combined with a
grief support group discussion time. GriefShare is held
at FBC Live Oak each Wednesday evening  at 6 p.m.

Volunteers Needed!
Surrey Place Care Center in Live Oak is looking for

interested volunteers who would like to share their time
and talents with our senior adults. Volunteers enrich the
lives of our residents and staff by brightening their days
in so many ways!
If you are interested in helping others; if you would

like to experience the gratification and sense of purpose
that comes from working with senior adults with special
needs, then we hope you will accept our invitation to
learn more about the volunteer opportunities we have
available. Surrey Place Care Center welcomes volunteer
involvement in a variety of areas and capacities.
Please join us.
Surrey Place Care Center
Teri Christian, 
Quality of Life Director
386-364-5961
act.surrey@signaturehealthcarellc.com

The Arc North Florida 
Adults with Disabilities Program. Open to Branford

and surrounding adults with intellectual or developmen-
tal disabilities. 
For more information please contact the AWD super-

visor Lisa Perry at 386-208-1404 
The McAlpin Community Club 

The Club is located at 9981 170th Terrace in McAlpin,
directly across from the Post Office. Membership fees
are $10.00 per family per year. 
For info call Barbara Parks @ 362-3044 or Debbie

Phillips @ 364-7028
Navy and Marine Corps 

Shipmates who served on the USS Columbus CA-
74/cG-12 from 1944 through 1976 and the USS
COLUMBUS (SSN-762) past and present, if you would
like to share memories and camaraderie with old friends
and make new ones, please contact Allen R. Hope, Pres-
ident, 3828 Hobson Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815-4505.
Home: (260) 486-2221 - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Eastern Time,
Fax: 260-492-9771, email: Hope439@frontier.com.

American Legion Post 107  
Turkey shoot every other Saturday. Take Hwy. 129, six

miles south of Live Oak, turn left at the BINGO sign,
then one mile.

American Legion Post 
Meeting First Thursday of each month at noon. All

military veterans are invited to join us. Contact Bruce
Ward for information at 386-688-4018. 

Wellborn neighborhood watch   
We meet the last Thursday of each month  at the Blake

SEE SUWANNEE, PAGE 5B
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Lowe Building on 4th Avenue in Wellborn.  We start
with a social get together at 7 p.m. with a covered dish
dinner and have a  relaxed general  discussion on the
events in the community.   Immediately following dinner
we have an invited speaker to broaden our knowledge of
what is happening in our county.   Each month we have
a speaker that will be interesting and informative.  Call
Ruth Ford @ 386-963-5334 if you have any questions.

Grief support group 
Meeting weekly at First Baptist Church in Live Oak at

6 p.m. on Wednesdays.  Call 362-1583 for more infor-
mation.  Non-denominational - everyone welcome.
Baptist Men's Meeting at Wellborn Baptist Church
The 2nd Thursday night of every month beginning at

6:30 p.m. the men of Wellborn Baptist Church and their
friends join together to eat and worship together with a
special speaker and music. You are invited to come and
bring a dessert. The church is located on Highway 90
West between Live Oak and Lake City at the intersection
with Lowe Lake Road in Wellborn, Fla. Call 386-963-
2231 with any questions or visit our website at
www.wellbornbaptist.com.          

Love Forever
Live Oak Church of Christ, 1497 SR 51 (Irvin Ave)

will be open every third Saturday morning of each month
for a clothes closet and food pantry, 10:30 - 12 noon.

The Columbia Federated Republican Women 
Meet the 2nd Monday of each month, 7 p.m., brown

bag dinner & social time at 6:30 p.m.  Currently we meet
in Lake City at the old Guardian ad Litem yellow house
on Duval Street just east of the First Baptist Church and
across from Advanced Auto. We are committed to ad-
vancing the participation of women in all areas of the po-
litical system and are dedicated to encouraging and em-
powering women of all ages and backgrounds.  Visit the
Florida Association's web page at
http://www.ffrw.net/home.html.  Covering North Central
Florida - all women are encouraged to attend and be in-
volved in the political process! For more

info contact President Gayle Cannon:  386-303-2616,
gcannon@atlantic.net

Free meals for seniors
First Baptist Church of Dowling Park. We are a meal

site for the Suwannee River Economic Council. Free
meals are served for seniors over the age of 60 in the
church fellowship hall Monday through Friday from 12
noon to 1 p.m. For more information or to sign up, please
contact us at 386-658-2360.

Volunteer Opportunity & Meeting Notice
Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program

needs volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates

who protect the rights of elders residing in nursing
homes, assisted living facilities and adult family care
homes.  The program’s local councils are seeking addi-
tional volunteers to identify, investigate and resolve res-
idents’ concerns.  Special training and certification is
provided. All interested individuals who care about pro-
tecting the health, safety, welfare and rights of long-term
care facility residents -- who often have no one else to
advocate for them -- are encouraged to call toll-free
(888) 831-0404 or visit the program’s Web site at  HY-
PERLINK "http://ombudsman.myflorida.com/"
http://ombudsman.myflorida.com. 

Christian Mission In Action Ministry 
Will serve dinners  from 11 a.m. until  1 p.m. second

Saturday of every month at Hale Park Recreation Center
at 105 East Duval St., Live Oak, FL. For information call
Audrey Howell @ 386-364-4560.

Boy Scout Troop 693
Weekly meetings, Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:00 p. m., at the

Church of the Nazarene, 915 Church St., SW.  The troop
goes camping monthly as well as attends winter and/or
summer week-long camps.  The program is for boys who
have completed the 5th grade, or is 11-years old, and un-
til their 18 birthdays.  Adults are welcome to participate
as leaders, committee members and/or merit badge coun-
selors - after passing mandatory background checks.  For
additional information on the Boy Scouting program in
Live Oak, contact the troop’s scoutmaster, Harry Reeve,
386 590-6121, troop693@windstream.net.  

Wellborn Community Association (WCA) 
Meets second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m., at the

Wellborn Community Center, 1340 - 8th Avenue, Well-
born.  For info contact Wendell Snowden, 386-963-1157,
follow us on Facebook, or see www.wellborncommu-
nityassociation.com.  A Blueberry Pancake Breakfast is
held the first Saturday of each month serving blueberry
pancakes, sausage, orange juice and coffee. 

Auxiliary of the American Legion Post 107 
Hosting Wall of Honor. The Auxiliary of the American

Legion Post 107 is hosting a Wall of Honor. If you have
a friend or relative that is currently in active duty of any
of the military branches, we would like to honor him/her
by posting a picture and name on our Wall of Honor. It
will be located in the American Legion main hall on post
107. Please send name, rank and branch of service, along
with current photograph, to Teri Hamilton, Americanism
Committee Chairman, Legion Auxiliary, 12364 146th
Terrace, Live Oak, Fla. 32060. 386-362-7978.

Addiction Support Group
Greater Visions faith-based addictions support group

meets weekly in two locations. Meetings are held on
Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. in Lake City at the Christ Cen-
tral Church building on Sister's Welcome Road. The

group also meets Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in Live
Oak at the Suwannee Coalition office located at 208
North Ohio Ave. This group provides spiritual and emo-
tional support in a non-judgmental setting. Come experi-
ence the freedom from addictions that is found in Christ.
Greater Visions is an outreach of Christ Central but open
to anyone. For more information contact 386-208-1345. 

Senior Luncheon at Wellborn Baptist Church
The 2nd Tuesday of every month beginning at 11,

there is a senior luncheon with a special speaker and mu-
sic. Everyone is invited to come and bring a covered
dish. The church is located on Highway 90 West between
Live Oak and Lake City at the intersection with Lowe
Lake Road in Wellborn, Fla. Call 386-963-2231 with any
questions or visit our website at
www.wellbornbaptist.com.

Lake Park Line Dancers 
Offer beginner  lessons Tuesdays 1 - 2:15 pm. at Lake

Park United Methodist Church in the Fellowship Hall on
Hwy 41 S. at S. Essa Street. For info call (229)455-2267.   

Line dance
Lessons at Uncle Freddy’s, Lake Park next to KOA

Office Across from Outlet Mall I-75 at Twin Lakes Blvd.
(Hwy. 376)  5274 Jewell Futch Rd. 2nd Friday/mo. 7 - 8
p.m., 4th Saturday/mo. 7 - 8 p.m. For more information
contact: talbot483@gmail.com or call: 229/455-2267

Beginner line dance lessons 
Tuesdays 1 - 2:15 p.m. Lake Park United Methodist

Church in the Fellowship Hall, Hwy 41 S. at  S. Essa
Street.  For info call (229)455-2267.

Greater Visions Support Group
Addiction Support Group: Greater Visions faith-based

addictions support group meets weekly in two locations.
Meetings are held on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. in Lake
City at the Christ Central Church building on Sister’s
Welcome Road. The group also meets Thursday morn-
ings at 9:30 a.m. in Live Oak at the Suwannee Coalition
office located at 208 North Ohio Avenue. This group
provides spiritual and emotional support in a non-judg-
mental setting. Come experience the freedom from ad-
dictions that is found in Christ. Greater Visions is an out-
reach of Christ Central but open to anyone.  For more in-
formation contact 208-1345. 

Pickin' & Grinnin' 
Every Saturday 6 p.m. Spirit of the Suwannee Music

Park
If you play an ocoustic instrument or just like to sit

and listen to good Country, Gospel or Blue Grass music,
come on out to the Pickin' shed in the loop camping area.
Pot luck dinners the third Saturday of each month. Join

SEE SUWANNEE, PAGE 8B
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Classifieds
North Florida

Place a classified: Call 386-362-1734 or toll free 1-800-525-4182
or fax 386-364-5578 Hours are M-F 8 am - 5 pm • closed Sat. & Sun.

Reaching 14,100 households each week

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 784025
 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

FirstDay

FIND OVER 1,000 ITEMS
IN TODAY’S NORTH FLORIDA

CLASSIFIED

Job Hunting?
Find It In The 

Classifieds

Find What You 
Want In The 
Classifieds 

Today
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 To place an ad on this page, please call Brenda at 386-362-1734 Ext. 109

 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 7839
26˙

 CAPTION: Despite their beauty, spring flowers often trigger allergy season.

 Millions of people across the globe suffer from allergies, many of which rear their ugly heads 
 during the spring season. Such a reality can quickly spoil the excitement of the nice weather.
 Although there is no cure for allergies, individuals who do suffer from allergies have a host of 
 treatment options at their disposals. Some are over-the-counter medications while others 
 require prescriptions. Each type of medication works differently, and allergy sufferers may find 
 it interesting and beneficial to understand the different ways some of the more common allergy 
 treatments work.

 Antihistamines
 Some of the more well-known over-the-counter antihistamines include Benadryl, Claritin and 
 Zyrtec. Prescription antihistamines include Clarinex and Livostin.
 When an allergy sufferer is exposed to an allergen, cells within the body’s immune system 
 release a substance called histamine, which then attaches to receptors in the blood vessels as 
 well as additional receptors. As a result, the blood vessels enlarge and histamine’s attachment 
 to other receptors causes swelling, itching, changes in secretions, and redness. However, when 
 an allergy sufferer takes an antihistamine, the medication blocks the histamine receptors, 
 preventing the symptoms in the process.
 Though antihistamines are effective, they can also cause drowsiness. Allergy sufferers should 
 look for non-sedating antihistamines, which may require a prescription.

 Decongestants
 Some of the more recognizable decongestants are Visine eye drops, Sudafed tablets or liquid, 
 and Zyrtec-D. Each of these is an over-the-counter decongestant. Prescription decongestants 
 like Claritin-D are often combination medications, which means they contain both an 
 antihistamine and a decongestant. 
 When an individual is having an allergic reaction, the tissues in the nose swell as a result of 
 contact with the allergen. This swelling results in fluid and mucous production, and swelling in 

 the blood vessels of the eyes also 
 occurs, which causes the redness of 
 the eyes many allergy sufferers 
 experience during spring. 
 Decongestants work by shrinking the 
 swollen nasal tissues and blood 
 vessels. This helps relieve the swelling, 
 mucous secretion, redness, and 
 congestion.
 Many allergy sufferers prefer nasal 
 sprays and eye drops to relieve 
 symptoms. However, such 
 medications, which often require a 
 prescription, can only be used for a 
 few days. Use beyond a few days can 
 actually make allergy symptoms 
 worse.
 Not all men and women can use 
 decongestants to relieve their allergy symptoms. That’s because decongestants may raise blood 
 pressure, essentially making them off limits to those who already have high blood pressure. 
 Additional potential side effects of decongestants are insomnia, irritability and restricted urinary
 flow. When considering a decongestant to relieve allergy symptoms, men and women should 
 consult their physician before buying any products.

 Steroids
 Thanks to professional sports, many people shudder at the mere mention of the word 
 “steroids.” However, steroids used to treat allergies are corticosteroids and not the anabolic 
 steroids athletes use to build muscle. Steroids used to treat allergies can be nasal (Flonase, 
 Nasonex), inhaled (Flovent, Alvesco), eye drops (Alrex and Dexamethasone), or oral 
 (Prednisone).
 Steroids work by reducing inflammation and swelling. Steroids can be highly effective in treating 
 allergies, and work for seasonal and year-round allergies as well as skin allergies. When 
 prescribed a steroid to treat an allergy, it’s important for men and women to continue to take 
 the medication daily as directed, even if the symptoms of the allergy have disappeared. This can 
 be as long as two weeks.
 Though highly effective, steroids do come with significant side effects. When taken orally, short-
 term steroid use can cause weight gain, high blood pressure and fluid retention, while long-
 term use can result in muscle weakness, bone-thinning osteoporosis and even diabetes. When 
 taking inhaled steroids, men and women might suffer from coughing, hoarseness or even 
 develop a yeast infection in their mouth.
 Even though spring is commonly referred to as allergy season, men and women have a host of 
 allergy treatment options to try. Before committing to any treatment, it’s best for a person to 
 examine each option to determine which is the best fit for him or her.  
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Calendar of Events
us --- its fun ---- its free! Sponsored by Suwannee River
Bluegrass Association.

GFWC Woman's Club of Live Oak 
Is available for rentals until 11 p.m. Is there a baby

shower, wedding reception, holiday party or other event
coming up? Please call Julie at 362-7303 to reserve your
date and time. Make a wonderful memory.
Weatherization funding available
Funding is available for Home Repairs in Suwannee

County. Families must meet income eligibility require-
ments for services. Examples of weatherizing repairs
that could be available are installation of doors, win-
dows, insulation, hot water heaters and window air con-
ditioners. For more information, please call the local
Suwannee River Economic, Inc. at (386) 362-6079.

Free English Classes 
Clases de Ingles - Gratis, aprenden, Pronunciacion,

Conversacion, cada lunes y jueves, 7-9 p.m. Maestra Fe-
licia Doty y el equipo, 386-249-0096.  Las clases van es-
tar en la Iglesia Episcopal, San Lukas, 1391 SW 11th St.,
(Se encuenntra la Iglesia en frente del hospital en Live
Oak).

I am putting together a family history book 
On the descendants of Stephen, William & Sarah Ann

Grant. Surnames include Grant, Hewitt, Adams, Land,
McCray, McClamma & any other related. If you would
like to submit information or photos or are interested,
please contact Cher Newell at 386-209-1559 or 386-364-
1608.
Stop, drop and Recycle for Adults with Disabilities.
Comprehensive Community Services Inc. Invites you

to participate in our recycling project campaign. CCS
Clients are recycling - Printer Ink Cartridges,  Laser Car-
tridges, Cell Phones -Any Kind,  MP3 Players Drop off
at Lafayette Extension Office, Wes Haney Chevrolet,
Suwannee Tax Collectors, Live Oak City Hall,  or the
CCS Office, larger quantities can be picked up. For more
information on how your business can  join the CCS re-
cycling team call Janet Sampson, 386-362-7143 ext 5                                                                      

Free Sunday lunch
Live Oak

For the past several months a group headed up by Pat
and JoAnn Lynch have been serving a free lunch at the
community center in Live Oak the last Sunday of the

month. We need volunteers to help set up and serve the
meals.  If you are interested in volunteering you may
contact Pat and Jo Ann Lynch at (386) 935-1076 or
Roger Burnside at (386) 935-3343.    

Did you earn your pin?
Reconnect with your shipmates and help preserve the

memories. With more than 13,000 members and over
150 chapters throughout the United States, your rank or
rate and status are active, retired or honorably discharged
are secondary to the purposes of the organization. We are
all brothers of “The Pin.” We band together to honor the
memories of the over 4,000 men who EARNED THE
RIGHT to wear” Dolphins” to maintain the bonds of
friendship and camaraderie.You are invited to contact us
through the address below for more information: 
National Contact:
United States Submarine Veterans, PO Box 3870 Sil-

verdale, WA 98383 or 1-877-542-DIVE r
www.ussvi.org. Local contact:W. Ray Rausch, 386-209-
1473, uss483@windstream.net, 10035 105th Drive, Live
Oak, Fl 32060.

First Baptist Church of Live Oak, Fla. 
Will begin holding a weekly grief recovery support

group.  GriefShare is a non-denominational Biblically
based 13 week program for people who are struggling
with losing a loved one in death.  People can enter at any
point in the 13 weeks.  It will be held at 6 p.m. on
Wednesdays.  First Baptist Church is located at 401 W.
Howard in Live Oak.  For more information, people may
call 386-362-1583 or find us on the web at www.fb-
cliveoak.org.                                                                             

Haven Hospice hosts 
Helping Hands Volunteer Orientation When: Every

Tuesday morning at 10 a.m.
Where: Haven Hospice Suwannee Valley Care Center,

6037 W. U.S. Hwy 90, Lake City, Fl. Call Carolyn Long
at 386-752-9191 for more information.

Donate your old cars
People may be thinking of donating their old cars as

part of a clean up. The Boys and Girls Clubs would be
happy to take their old cars. People donating to the Clubs
will not only get rid of the unwanted car but will be con-
tributing to the clubs. Boys and Girls Clubs really work
with kids in most communities and offer a safe place for
them. If you wish to donate a car, call 800-246-0493. Not
only will donators be helping the kids, they will be able

to take sale price as a contribution for income tax pur-
poses.

Talent Search
Do you sing or play and instrument? Do you act or

dance? Do you like to read or spend time with a friend in
wonderful conversation? WE WANT YOU! Suwannee
Health Care & Rehab Center is looking for your talent
for our residents. Dinner for two - $45; One night at the
Beach - $125; One hour volunteering to make memories
that last forever - PRICELESS! Call: Lynn Brannon, Ac-
tivities Director 386-362-7860 or 386-590-2961. 

Donations needed!
Suwannee County Environmental Watchdogs, a non-

profit organization, seeks donations for yard sale mer-
chandise. Info: Sandy, 386-364-8020.  

CJBAT tests
Monday - Thursday

Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment): CJ-
BAT (Criminal Justice Basic Abilities Test) at NFCC
Testing Center (Bldg. #16), Madison. CJBAT is required
for acceptance into Corrections & Law Enforcement pro-
grams. Photo ID required. Pre-registration & scheduling
time and date are required. To register please call 850-
973-9451.

College Placement Tests
Monday - Thursday

Monday  Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment): Col-
lege Placement Test (CPT), NFCC Testing Center (Bldg.
#16), 5 p.m., Madison. Register in NFCC Student Ser-
vices 24 hours before test. For information please call
850-973-9451.

TABE tests
Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment): TABE

(Test of Adult Basic Education) at NFCC Testing Center
(Bldg. #16), Madison. TABE is required for acceptance
into vocational/technical programs. Photo ID required.
Pre-registration & scheduling time & date are required.
To register please call 850-973-9451.
Suwannee County Republican Executive Committee

Meeting.
First Thursday, 7 p.m.  The meeting will be held in the

council chambers of Live Oak City Hall at 7 p.m. City
Hall is located on the corner of White St. and US 90 in
Live Oak. For more information please visit our website:
www.suwanneegop.com  or call Mary Lou Sharp at 386-
963-5213

Continued From Page 5B
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