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Prayer
National Day

of
Thursday, May 2, is the National Day of Prayer. Folks will be
gathering in various parts of the county for a time of prayer:
Surrey Place Care Center at 9:30 a.m; Branford Town Hall at noon
and the steps of Live Oak City Hall beginning at 12:15 p.m.
Prayers will be offered for the needs of our nation and
community. Lawn chairs are welcome. 

• Who makes what in
Suwannee County. A look
at public figure’s salaries. 

• United Way 45th year. 

• School board audit.
Did they make the
grade?

INSIDE
– Heritage Park and Gardens grand
opening photos, 12-13A.
– Special Jam pages, C section.
– SHS class of ’43 celebrates reunion, 4A.
– Melody Church celebrates 32 years, 3A.
– Obituaries, 5A.

Frank D. Schneider, 79
Judson “Frank” Scott, 74

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Editor’s note: This is the
second story part of a five
week series titled “Are we
ready?”, in which we delve
into storm preparedness

locally. This part focuses
on storm-related costs.
June 25, 2012 was an

unforgettable day as peo-
ple witnessed Tropical
Storm Debby rip through
the county. Residents were
stunned as they woke up
Tuesday morning, June 26,
to find that historic water
levels had flooded down-

Are we
prepared
financially?
TS Debby: A
multi-million
dollar disaster

SEE ARE, PAGE 11A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

A former Live Oak native is cur-
rently recovering at a Washington,
D.C. hospital after being attacked
while serving in the US military in
Afghanistan. Brant Rutland, 32, was
deployed to Afghanistan in February
and his life was forever changed on
April 6.
Rutland was born in Homestead,

but his family moved to Live Oak

when he was just one. He attended
Suwannee County schools and even-
tually graduated from Suwannee
High School in 1999. The following
year, Rutland enlisted in the United
States Navy.
“It’s always been something I

looked up to and I knew it was for
me,” Rutland said. 
Rutland spent the next four years

of his life serving this country in the

Brant Rutland: 

An American hero

Brant Rutland with daughter Kira, 9. Courtesy photo

Live Oak native injured in
Afghanistan while serving in Army,
now recovering in a D.C. hospital

SEE BRANT, PAGE 11A

The officer was
conducting 
routine security
checks when an
inmate stabbed
him twice in 
the back

Staff
A Suwannee Correc-

tional Institution cor-
rections officer was
stabbed by an inmate
on Wednesday, April

DOC: Officer stabbed
at Suwannee CI

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@

gaflnews.com

American County Mu-
sic’s New Artist and
New Vocal Duo of the
Year is coming to Live
Oak Saturday to perform
live in front of thousands
of screaming fans during
the Suwannee River
Jam.
Florida Georgia Line

is a duo that has captured
the hearts and attention
of many country music

WHO:
Florida Georgia Line

WHERE:
Suwannee River Jam
at The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park

WHEN:
Saturday night at 8:15

INSIDE:
See special Jam
pages, section C

Florida Georgia Line. 

Florida
Georgia
Line

From humble
beginnings to
superstars

ACM’S NEW ARTIST/DUO
OF THE YEAR 

Staff
The parking area for Heritage

Park and Gardens filled to ca-
pacity Saturday leaving some
motorists to park alongside the
roadway. Hundreds turned out
for the grand opening of the park
and gardens, which is the former
Crapps estate on Helvenston
Street in Live Oak.
The grounds and mansion

were officially open to the public
Saturday. Free hot dogs, drinks
and other goodies were given

Heritage Park grand opening 

People sign up for free tours of the mansion at Heritage Park
and Gardens Saturday. Staff photo 

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee County Board of County Com-
missioners voted Thursday at a special-called meet-
ing to issue a change order for the contractor at the
catalyst site to begin work on the storm water sys-
tem. The commissioners were met with surprise to

Harris: Sawmill
construction looming
County gives
current site
contractor go
ahead on
$1.6 million
storm water
system after
Klausner states
urgency of
completion

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee
County Board of
County Commis-
sioners voted unani-
mously Thursday at
a special called
meeting to award
the county attorney
position to local at-

torney Jimmy Prevatt Jr., effective
immediately. Prevatt will replace Hal

Prevatt named
county attorney

Prevatt

SEE PREVATT, PAGE 10A
SEE HERITAGE, PAGE 11A

Ronnie Poole, Rotary Club of Live Oak Service Above Self
committee member, left, Marjorie Carmichael committee
member, JoAnne Martz and John Martz, right, 2013 Service
Above Self award winners. Photo: submitted

Friends and associates
joined the members of the
Rotary Club of Live Oak as
they honored John and
JoAnn Martz with the 2013
Service Above Self Award
last week.
“The Rotary Council on

Legislation established
‘Service Above Self’ as the
principle motto of Rotary
since it best explains the
philosophy of unselfish vol-

unteer service. John and
JoAnn you are being recog-
nized today by the Rotary
Club of Live Oak because
you give so freely of your
time and energy to help oth-
ers,” said Ronnie Poole for-
mer district governor and
Rotarian during the presen-
tation.
John is a very active Ro-

Service Above Self award 
goes to John and JoAnn Martz

SEE SERVICE, PAGE 10A

SEE DOC, PAGE 11A

w w w . s u w a n n e e d e m o c r a t . c o m

Staff
The Suwannee County

Health Department is ad-
vising the public to take
precaution around the
Suwannee and Withla-
coochee rivers after a sani-
tary sewer overflow from a
burst main in Lowndes
County.
The overflow occurred

outside the city of Valdosta
in Lowndes County west of
the Withlacoochee near
Highway 133 and resulted
in 1.32 million gallons
spilling over the course of
40 hours, some of which
reached the river. The coun-
ty reported the spill and has
established sampling points
to monitor the river. 
The Withlacoochee River

meets the Suwannee near
Suwannee River State Park
at US 90 West. 

Rivers possibly
contaminated 
Sanitary sewer
overflow in
Georgia to blame

SEE RIVERS, PAGE 2A

COMING FRIDAY
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Editor’s note: The Suwan-
nee Democrat prints the en-
tire arrest record each week.
If your name appears here
and you are later found not
guilty or the charges are
dropped, we will be happy to
make note of this in the
newspaper when judicial
proof is presented to us by
you or the authorities.

The following abbrevia-
tions are used below:
SCSO-Suwannee County

Sheriff’s Office
LOPD-Live Oak Police

Department
FDLE-Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP-Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC-Florida Wildlife

Commission
DOT-Department of

Transportation
OALE-Office of Agricul-

tural Law Enforcement
P & P-Probation and Pa-

role
USMS-US Marshals Ser-

vice
ATF-Department of Alco-

hol, Tobacco and Firearms

DOC-Department of Cor-
rections 
Apr 25, Garry Wayne

Brewster, 27, Suwannee
River Motel, White Springs,
FL, Fleeing and Eluding,
Reckless Driving, DWLS/R
Knowingly-2nd Off: SCSO-
C. Horne
Apr 25, Shawna Leigh

Thomas, 28, 3310 NW 91st
St, Gainesville, FL, Grand
Theft III-Specified Property
Motor Vehicle: SCSO- T.
Ford
Apr 25, John Wesley

Cruz, 22, 13054 167th
Road, Live Oak, FL, VOP
O/C Grand Theft: FHP- A.
Hughes
Apr 26, Trevor Seth

Richardson, 18, 12545 70th
Place, Live Oak, FL, Brad-
ford Co FTA No DL: SCSO:
H. Harris
Apr 26, Sidney Leroy

Johnson, 26, 1204 Walker
Ave, Live Oak, FL, Resis
W/O Viol, Trespass After
Warning: LOPD- R. Kinsey

Apr 26, Stephen Darrell
Johnson, 35, 8652 John
Hamm Rd, Milton, FL, Writ
of Bodily Attachment, Cash
Only Purge: SCSO- T.
Smith
Apr 26, Duane Raoul Piet,

48, 1600 SE Helvenston St
P4, Live Oak, FL, Drug Of-
fense W/I 1000Ft of a Public
Housing, Sale Cannabis W/I
1000Ft of Public Housing,
Sale Cannabis W/I 1000Ft
of Public Housing, VOP
Reisit Arrest W/O Vio, VOP
No Valid DL Cash Only.
VOP DUI/DWLS/R & Fail
to Register Vehicl Cash
Only: SCSODTF: M.
Ramirez

Arrest Record

 80
44

89

LOTTERY RESULTS

CASH 3
4/29/13 . . 9,6,6

PLAY 4
4/29/13 . .9,4,3,7

FANTASY 5
4/29/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,9,16,19,32
MEGA MONEY. . . 8,11,20,41 MB18
LOTTO . . . . . . 10,12,17,28,38,44,x5
POWERBALL . . 3,23,48,54,55,PB5

FloridaFlorida

According to Michael
Mitchell of the SCHD, the
Department of Environ-
mental Protection collected
water samples Friday.
“I am unsure when we

will get the results at this
time,” said Mitchell. “The
three locations that have
been tested are between
Georgia/Florida border and
the location where the
Withlacoochee and Suwan-
nee rivers meet.”
Mitchell said that until

the results are back and
they know what level of
contamination there is, if
any, the public is asked to
take precautions when near
the rivers. This includes
those in Dixie, Gilchrist,
Hamilton, Lafayette, Levy,
Madison and Suwannee
counties.
“Until we know if the

river is contaminated, we
want people to be safe. The

same goes with fish. We
recommend on holding off
on eating fish (from the
rivers) at this time,” said
Mitchell. “However, if you
do, make sure that you
cook the fish properly. Our
regulations require people
to cook fish to 155 degrees
for at least 15 seconds.”
Megan Wetherington of

the Suwannee River Water
Management District said
that portions of the
Suwannee River above
the Withlacoochee, near
Suwannee River State
Park at US 90 West,
should be ideal for recre-
ation use as this part of
the river should be unaf-
fected by the spill.
“The entire Alapaha Riv-

er and the Suwannee River
upstream of the Withla-
coochee confluence would
not be affected by any re-
leases into the Withla-
coochee,” said Wethering-
ton.

Rivers possibly contaminated 
Continued From Page 1A
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Celebrating 
32nd anniversary 

Melody Church an-
nounces their 32nd an-
niversary. Their anniver-
sary celebration will be on
May 5. Church service will
be at 10:30 a.m. followed
with picnic lunch in the
Revolution building and
outside water activities for
the kids. The church would
like to extend an invitation
to the community to come
out and enjoy the celebra-
tion. 
Melody Church was

founded in the spring of
1981. Bob Champion, with
his wife, Carol, and their
children, Eric and Capril,
moved to Live Oak with a
vision from God to estab-
lish a family church, a
teaching center, and a
world outreach center. At
the same time, God began
to bring together a group of
people who loved God,
who desired a closer walk
with Him, and who could
share the Champions' vi-
sion.�
The former Brim Funeral

Home housed the first
sanctuary, bookstore, and
school situated on 1.65
acres. In 1984 the former
Allbritton home located on
3.7 acres was purchased for
the purpose of relocating
Melody Christian Acade-
my and expanding the chil-
dren's ministry.

In September 1985, Pas-
tor Bob and his family
moved to Phoenix City,
Ala., to pastor a church and
later to Daytona Beach to
found and pastor Victory
Christian Center. During
this transition period,
Frank Davis was appointed
pastor of Melody. He and
his wife, Amanda, have
faithfully served the church
since then. Jim and Dee
Montgomery became chil-
dren’s pastors in 1983, and
Chris Musgrove became
youth pastor in 1985.
In May 1988, Melody

moved into a new 8,000-
s q u a r e - f o o t
sanctuary. With the addi-
tion of the 10-acre
“promised land” in
1990, the church proper-
ty grew to 20 acres. Other
significant events have
been the acquisition of in-
terest in WOLR 91.3 FM in
1992 followed by complete
acquisition in
1997; the construction of
the athletic facility in 1993;
the successful completion
of the “move-on-up” pro-
ject, which expanded facil-
ities including the fellow-
ship hall and the sanctuary
for children and youth ser-
vices; and the renovation
of the existing building. 
In June 2012, Pastor

Frank moved to the CEO

position of the church, and
Pastor Darrin Baldwin was
appointed pastor. Pastor
Darrin plans to go to take
Melody to another level.  It
is his vision to reach, con-
nect and transform people
here in Suwannee County
and around the globe.
Melody has always been a
church to reach out to the
community and plans to
reach out more than ever
and infiltrate Suwannee
County with the love of Je-
sus. 
In March, Melody had an

Egg Drop and saw over
3,000 residents come out to
their property to enjoy the
event. On June 29, they
will have “Freedom Fest”
and anticipate an even larg-
er crowd to come out for
this celebration of our free-
doms as Americans. Plans
for several other large
community events are in
the process as well.  
Melody Church invites

families of Suwannee
County and surrounding
areas to join them on June
29, 2013 for this fun fami-
ly event. For more infor-
mation contact their church
office at 386-364-4800 or
follow them on facebook at
facebook.com/melody-
churchliveoak or visit their
website at melodychurch
.com. 

SVEC 76th meeting a hit

Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative’s 76th annual meeting at the Suwannee County Col-
iseum on Saturday drew a large crowd. The Mercy Mountain Boys provided the morning’s
music entertainment as people filled up the place fast. The meeting is always a great op-
portunity for folks to see friends, co-workers and of course a chance to win one of over
100 prizes available. - Photo: Andrew McGee

130 pounds collected
during Drug Take Back
Submitted by the Live
Oak Police Department 

Over 130 pounds of pre-
scription medication was
collected during this year’s
Drug Take Back Event on
Saturday, April 27. The fo-
cus of this event, coordi-
nated by the DEA, was  on
removing potentially dan-
gerous controlled sub-
stances from our citizen's
medicine cabinets. The lo-
cal event, at Cheek & Scott
Drugs, was facilitated by
the Live Oak Police De-
partment, in partnership
with Suwannee County
Fire/Rescue. 

(L to R): Alex Miller, pharmacy tech at Cheek & Scott; Capt.
Robert Eyer, SCFR; and Officer David Shapiro, Live Oak Po-
lice Department. Courtesy photo 
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The following couples
applied for a marriage
license the week of 
April 22 – 26, 2013:

Christopher Shaine Woodham to Tara Darlene Wilson

Mark Robert Anderson to Ashley Monique Ivey-Smith

William Christopher Lee to Stormy Kristen Cheek

Daniel Vladimir Harmon to Amanda Marie Egan

SHS class of ’43
Celebrates reunion 

Pictured seated: Juanita Lord Ward, Live Oak; Jeanetta
Bozeman Mattox, Live Oak; Grace Earle Sweat, Bainbridge;
Betty Jo Baechle Starks, Orlando; Catherine Bozeman
Roberts, Live Oak; Margaret Gamble Kilpatrick, Live Oak;
Iris Ross Singleterry, Live Oak. Standing: Gilliam Walton,
Lakeland; A.G. Bembry, Ellenton, Ga.; Lee Ledbetter, Orange
Park. Courtesy photo 

Seventy years. Wow!
“We are survivors,”
claimed the 10 members
of the Suwannee High
School class of 1943. They
gathered April 13 at the
Dixie Grill in Live Oak for
their annual reunion.

Class members ex-
changed hugs and laughs
as they reminisced. They
compared walking canes,
aches and pains and dis-
cussed where all the time
had gone.

The 1943 graduates
were happy that Mary Ann
Dees, Catherine Riggs and
Julia Sperring, widows of
classmates, joined them
for this special celebra-
tion. Several classmates’
family members also at-
tended.

Appreciation was ex-
pressed for the local class-
mates who planned the
gathering. Lee Ledbetter
offered to help organize
the 2014 reunion.

Darshan Shah joins SRWMD as
an Engineering Specialist

Darshan Shah joined the
Suwannee River Water
Management District (Dis-
trict) as an engineering spe-
cialist on April 22. He will
work in the Water Re-
sources Division. In this ca-
pacity, Shah will collect and
maintain water use moni-
toring data to support the
District’s water use moni-
toring program and water
resource planning. 

Prior to employment with
the District, Shah worked
with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture Natural Re-
sources Conservation Ser-
vice as an engineering in-
tern where he designed and
implemented various con-
servation practices. He also
served as an intern with
GDP Design and Construc-
tion in Orlando where he
tracked the progress of con-
struction projects, managed
city and county permit ap-
plications, assisted with
subcontractor insurance,
and provided consultation
on design projects. 

Shah earned his B.S. in
Agricultural and Biological
Engineering from the Uni-
versity of Florida.

“I am excited to join the
District as we address water
and natural resource con-
cerns in north Florida. I

Shah

look forward to a challeng-
ing position and a great
learning experience,” said
Shah. 

“The District welcomes
Darshan Shah to our team,”
said District Executive Di-
rector Ann Shortelle. “His

skills are vital in ensuring
the reliability of the Dis-
trict’s water use monitoring
program, and he will pro-
vide critical support for our
water supply planning and
resource management pro-
grams.”

Homecoming
Day at
New

Harmony
Methodist
Church
Please join us at New

Harmony United
Methodist Church lo-
cated at 19983 160th
St., Live Oak, Florida,
on Sunday, May 5, at
9:30 a.m. for our Home-
coming Day.

The speaker will be
our former pastor Rev.
Bill Peterson. There
will be congregational
singing and special mu-
sic by the gospel group
Southern Joy.

Lunch will follow the
service in the fellow-
ship hall of the church.

If you have any sto-
ries about the church
you would like to share
with everyone, please
call 386-776-1806 and
leave a message or e-
mail it to: newhar-
monyumc@gmail.com.

Darlene Saindon joins
SRWMD as an 
Environmental Scientist

Darlene Saindon joined the Suwannee
River Water Management District (Dis-
trict) on April 22 as an environmental sci-
entist. She will work in the Water Re-
sources Division. In this capacity she will
analyze water quality and biological data
and develop remediation strategies to ad-
dress impairment.

Prior to the District, Saindon worked as
a biological scientist at the University of
Florida for more than seven years. During
her time there, she served as a lab manag-
er and field coordinator for several con-
tracted research projects on water quality
and submerged aquatic vegetation along
the Gulf Coast of Florida from Steinhatch-
ee to Pasco County. She also worked at
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission Florida Marine Research In-
stitute where she collected and processed

water chemistry samples and worked on
seagrass monitoring projects in the Tampa
Bay and Big Bend area.  

Saindon earned her B.S. in Marine Sci-
ence from Eckerd College and her M.S. in
Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences from the
University of Florida. 

“I’m excited to be a part of such a great
team dedicated to conserving and protect-
ing the natural resources so vital to the
quality of life here in north Florida,” said
Saindon.

“The District welcomes Darlene Sain-
don to our team,” said District Executive
Director Ann Shortelle. “She will be a
valuable asset in our efforts to improve
water quality through the implementation
of basin management action plans, restora-
tion projects, and best management prac-
tices.”

Yard sale
for Gage Tanner

Gage tanner is the grand-
son of David & Patricia
Tanner of Pearson, Ted &
Toni Landen, Boe & Deb-
bie Brown, and great grand-
son of Winona Landen all
of Live Oak.

Gage was diagnosed with
an inoperable brain tumor
(ganglioglioma) on April
13, 2012. He went through
six weeks of proton radia-
tion which unfortunately
did not kill the malignant
cancer cells, and
chemotherapy will not
reach this type of tumor.
Gage had pneumonia in
November of 2012 along
with a staff infection that
was a result of a feeding
tube being placed into his
stomach. He spent two
months in the hospital
where he fought a hard
fight, and thankfully he sur-
vived.

On March 28, Gage was
in surgery nine-hours de-
bulking the brain tumor to
relieve pressure that has
been causing significant
head and neck pain. Gage
spent 30 days in the hospi-
tal. 

As chemotherapy is not
an option for this type of tu-
mor, there is a new drug
that is still in trial stages.
His doctors are confident he
would benefit from this
drug, however, because it is
currently not FDA ap-
proved, insurance will not
cover any of the cost.

We are having a yard
sale May 10 and May 11 to
raise money to help cover

the cost of this treatment. If
you would like to donate
items for the sale, donate
your time to help make this
sale successful, or if you
would like to make a cash
donation, we would be ex-
tremely grateful.

Items can be dropped off
at 9009 129th Lane, Live
Oak. Monetary donations
can be mailed to Peoples
Bank of Pearson, PO Box
839, Pearson, GA  31642.
Checks should be made
payable to Gage Tanner
Fund. 

Gage is a special  little
boy who hasn't had the op-
portunity to be a child. It is
our hope that this treatment

will be successful, and he
will have the opportunity of
a normal childhood. Gage
has touched many lives in
one way or another
throughout this past year.
His smile is contagious,
and anyone that sees him
falls deeply in love with
him and his strong faith that
he's going to be healed.
There are people all over
the world praying for Gage
Tanner.

Thank you everyone that
have already made cash
contributions, bought raffle
tickets, or donated in other
ways. Your love, kindness,
and prayers are very much
appreciated.  

Treatment
Fund
May 10 & 11

Yard sale to
benefit
Friendship
Baptist
Church's
mission trip

A huge yard sale will be
held at 531 N. Houston Ave.
in Live Oak on May 3 & 4
from 8 a.m. until. Proceeds
will go towards Friendship
Baptist Church of Live
Oak's support mission trip
to Kentucky. There will be
lots of household items,
trinkets, electronics, large-
size clothing and much
more. 

Learning Florida’s Prehistory
Barbara Hines of the Flori-

da Public Archaeology Net-
work will be at the Suwannee
River Regional Library in
Live Oak on Monday, May
13 at 6 p.m. to present the
program “Learning about
Florida Prehistory”. This pre-
sentation will teach about the
different culture periods of
Florida's Prehistory from Pa-
leo-Indian times up until the
Historic period. You may
bring one of your local "arti-
facts" (arrowhead, etc) that
you would like to know more
about. Ms. Hines will attempt
to date the artifact and give a
history of the item.

Ms. Hines is the Outreach
Coordinator of the Florida
Archaeology Network for the
Northeast Florida region. The
Florida Public Archaeology
Network is dedicated to the
protection of cultural re-
sources, both on land and un-
derwater, and to involving the
public in the study of their
past. Regional centers around
Florida serve as clearing-
houses for information, insti-
tutions for learning and train-
ing, and headquarters for
public participation in archae-
ology. For more information,
please visit http://www.flpub-
licarchaeology.org.

This program is presented

as part of the 2013 Viva Flori-
da 500 celebration. Viva
Florida 500 is a statewide ini-
tiative led by the Florida De-
partment of State, under the
leadership of Governor Rick
Scott, to highlight the 500
years of historic people,
places and events in present-
day Florida since the arrival
of Juan Ponce de León to the
land he named La Florida in
1513. While Florida's Native
American heritage dates back
more than 12,000 years,
Spain's claim in 1513 began a
new era.  In 2013, Florida
will mark 500 years of histo-
ry and diverse cultural her-
itage - a claim no other state
in America can make - and
promote the place where the
world's cultures began to
unite and transform into the
great nation we know today
as the United States of Amer-
ica. Viva Florida 500 will
take place year-round in
2013, and its many partners
are planning more than 200
events statewide. The goal is
to promote 500 years of Flori-
da's history - its people,
places and cultural achieve-
ments - and this important
milestone in American and
Florida history. Learn more
by visiting www.vivaflori-
da.org. 
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OBITUARIES
Frank D, Schneider

April 24, 2013

Frank D, Schneider,
79, Live Oak , Fla.
passed away on

Wednesday, April 24, 2013
after a short illness. The
Drummwright, OK native
moved to Live Oak in
1996 from Napels, Fla. and
was a member of Melody
Christian Church. He also
was a Korean Conflict and
Vietnam Era Veteran while
serving in the Air Force.
Mr. Schneider is survived
by his two daughters: De-
bra Sue Weeks, Live Oak,
Fla.; Judy Magourick,
Crossville, TN; six grand-
children and seven great-
grandchildren. A memorial
service was held at 11 a.m.
on Monday, April 29 at

Clayland School reunion
Saturday, May 4, 2013

10 a.m. till ?
Clayland Church fellowship hall

(old lunch room)
Please bring a covered dish for

lunch. Drinks will be provided.
Join us for a time of reminiscing

and getting re-acquainted with for-
mer classmates. If you need infor-
mation contact: Inez Hingson Lin-
ton at inezl@cox.net or 352-339-
1859.
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SREC Inc. 
funds availability 
Suwannee River Eco-

nomic Council Inc. cur-
rently has funding avail-
able for rent and mortgage
assistance in Lafayette,
Hamilton and Suwannee
counties.
These funds are avail-

able to households who
meet income and program
eligibility requirements.
For additional informa-

tion or to schedule an ap-
pointment for assistance,
please call 386-362-4115,
extension 234.

There is a lot of talk each year about
folks who develop or contract a seasonal
ailment known as "spring fever". Those
who teach school see this "ailment" affect
students, and, truthfully, staff members and
everyone at the time when the weather be-
gins to turn more mild and the tempera-
tures begin to climb. In the school setting,
"spring fever" especially escalates after
standardized tests are given.
“Spring fever” does not have symptoms

such as elevated temperature, aching mus-
cles, sniffles and sore throat. It's symptoms
are a little different, but there are some
similarities. You may see folks with more a
"deer in the headlight" looks, kind of day
dreaming when spring comes around.
There seems to be a general restlessness
associated with "spring fever". Folks seem
to want to be "outside" rather than "inside"
and it seems when spring arrives, folks
have a tendency to want to be more active
- work in their yards, gardens, and with
their flowers and plants. All of these seem
to affect young and old, rich and poor,
male and female, in various degrees.
The bad thing about "spring fever" is

that it affects just about everyone. After
winter with its gray and dreary days, life-
less trees and cold temperatures that seem
to bring everyone down, especially during
those eight or so weeks following Christ-
mas, just about everyone looks forward to
the trees budding out, the flowers begin-
ning to bloom, and a bit more sunshine. It
is a proven fact that sunshine and light can,
indeed, improve and elevate one's mood.
With this mood elevation, though, comes

a longing that is unique in and of itself. In-
dividuals who are working often find
themselves gazing longingly out of win-
dows and "day dreaming" about being out-
side working in their yards, fishing, going
boating and/or canoeing, or just taking
long walks during the first wonderful
weeks of spring.
The good thing about “spring fever” is

that there is definitely a cure and our area
is full of wonderful dosages of medicine
one can take that will lead to an eventual
cure.
Go to the Suwannee River and sit on its

banks and enjoy the beauty of the river and
the area around it. Purchase yourself a fish-
ing license, grab a cane pole and some
wigglers and spend an afternoon on the
bank of one our area's many creeks, lakes,
ponds, or, even on the bank of the river it-
self fishing. Even if you don't catch many
fish, you will enjoy the time outside soak-
ing up the North Florida sunshine and re-
ceiving the "cure" for “spring fever”.
For some the cure for "spring fever" lies

in digging and planting in their yards and
gardens. Some folks cannot be cured un-
less they smell the unmistakable fragrance
of fresh, upturned "dirt" and get some on
their hands and under their nails. If it this
is the cure you need or desire, go out and
dig to your heart's content, plant, plant,

plant, and then reap the bounties of your
planting in the late spring or early summer.
Some folks, in order to be cured, must

simply lie in the sunshine. Our area pro-
vides many opportunities for you to do just
that. Get out and simply take a nap in your
hammock, lie on your recliner and just
soak up some wonderful Vitamin D. Be
sure and put on some sun screen though,
the sun is wonderful, but it can be damag-
ing to one's skin. So take the proper pre-
cautions.
Some folks, in order to be cured from

"spring fever" must take the complete
plunge. That is, they must dive into one of
our area's many outstanding bodies of wa-
ter and swim around. Go ahead and "take
the plunge", but make sure before you do
that the water temperature is warm enough
for you. Just because the temperature on
the thermometer reads in the mid eighties
doesn't mean that the water temperature
will be the same, but if you need to take
"the plunge" for the cure,  then my all
means, take it.
For some, the cure for “spring fever”,

simply can be found in wearing more col-
orful and lighter clothing. This in and of it-
self can certainly elevate one's mood.
For some folks, “spring fever” can be

cured by finding a good book and leisurely
reading it on one's screened porch or in a
lounge chair outside. Our public libraries
in the area provide many wonderful books,
and if you are not sure which one to choose
to help you escape, just ask one of the
helpful staff members at any of our li-
braries that are part of the Suwannee River
Regional Library system, and they will be
glad to help you. You choose the book, and
I know you will find a wonderful spot to
read.
We have some outstanding state parks in

our area and the admission price to them is
very reasonable. These state parks offer
many beautiful sites where I can guarantee
you can and will find a cure for "spring
fever". You don't have to travel far to find
the cure, it's very close to all of us.
“Spring fever”, almost everyone has a

case of it, whether it be mild, moderate, or
severe, that's the bad news. The good news
is that our beautiful area here around the
"Banks of the Suwannee" provides us with
just an outstanding array of opportunities
for "a cure", and I can promise you will en-
joy your own method of cure.
I hope you will, over the next several

weeks seek your own cure for “spring
fever”. Get out and enjoy all the bounties
and treasures that abound here in our home
"Around the Banks of the Suwannee", and
I promise that over a period of time, you
will be cured of your case of "spring
fever".
From the Eight Mile Still on the Wood-

pecker Route, north of White Springs,
wishing each of you a day filled with joy,
peace, and, above all lots of love and
laughter.

Melody Christian Church
with Rev. Frank Davis of-
ficiating. 
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc., of Live
Oak and Branford, Fla. in
charge of arrangements.

Judson "Frank" Scott
April 27, 2013

Judson "Frank"
Scott, age 74
passed away at his

home on April 27, 2013.
He is survived by his lov-
ing wife Carol, and their
children Suzanne Scott,
(Buddy Anderson), Judson
Nicholas Scott, Travis Jay
Billinger, Tracy Lynn
Caldwell (Clint), and
Misty Leann West (Brad
Quandt). Also grandson
Jacob Wesley Caldwell.
He was preceded in death
by his mother Georgia
Collier, and his son Jef-
frey Frank Scott. Frank
enjoyed gardening, restor-
ing old vehicles, spending
time with his pets and had
an avid love of trains and
civil war history. He spent
many years as an Assistant
Scout Master with the Boy
Scouts. He was retired
from the Army Reserve
and the Suwannee River
Water Management Dis-
trict. He will be dearly
missed by family and
friends alike. A memorial
service will be held at
Daniels Funeral Home at
11 a.m. Friday, May 3,
2013, with Mr. Larry
Coates officiating fol-
lowed by a reception at
the Shriners Club in Live
Oak. 
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc., of Live
Oak and Branford, Fla. in
charge of arrangements.
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Viewpoints/Opinions

1. Reduce waste in local government
2. Revitalize downtown Live Oak

3. Continue work on Perimeter Road
4. Attract more business and growth
5. Build up I-10, US 129 corridor 

Editorial objectives for 2013

Suwannee Democrat

MYRA C.  REGAN
Publisher

JEFF WATERS
Editor

Members of the Suwannee Democrat 
editorial board are Myra C. Regan, publisher, and

Jeff Waters, editor. Our View is formed by that board.

The liberal world vision and
reality are often at variance,
for example, with equal pay
for equal work. I've often
watched "Lockup," a show
that features California super-
max prisons, including Pelican
Bay and Corcoran. Often, a re-
calcitrant prisoner must be ex-
tracted from his cell through
brute force. I've never seen fe-
male guards remove a prison-
er. If they are part of the process at all, it's to videotape
the extraction for legal purposes. It's my bet that fe-
male guards receive the same salaries as male guards
while not having to risk injury. Along the same lines,
women on aircraft carriers earn as much as their male
counterparts, but I have yet to see women hefting a her-
nia bar to attach a 500- or 1,000-pound bomb to a fight-
er jet wing. All of this suggests that liberals are for
equal pay for unequal work. Or could it be sex dis-
crimination whereby equally qualified women are de-
nied the opportunity to extract beastly inmates from
their cells and load heavy bombs on fighter planes?
Here's another bit of liberal confusion. Liberals deny

that raising labor cost through minimum wages reduces
incentives to hire. But if you asked a liberal for advice
on how to stop rich people from shirking their tax
obligations, they'd say raise the penalty. Ask low-infor-
mation Harvard University doctors what should be
done to stem gun violence and they answer that gov-
ernment should institute "a new, substantial national
tax on all firearms and ammunition." Ask Illinois' Cook
County Board of Commissioners President Toni Preck-
winkle how to reduce purchases of bullets and guns.
She'd say levy a nickel tax on each bullet and a $25 tax
on each gun. Liberals demonstrate they understand the
law of demand -- that raising the cost of something
lessens the amount taken -- but they deny that it applies
to labor. That's as ludicrous as suggesting that the law
of gravity applies to everything in the universe except
cute creatures, such as pandas and puppies.
Liberals love political correctness that conceals in-

formation. For example, how does one know whether
the "chair" of a board of directors or the chair of a city
council is a man or woman? This issue arose during my
(1995-2001) chairmanship of George Mason Universi-
ty's distinguished economics department. At a chair-

man's meeting or gathering, I
was referred to as department
chair. I told the speaker that I
am a chairman and that I have
empirical evidence as proof.
Needless to say, it didn't go
over well, but academics don't
like the terms chairwoman or
chairperson, either, but puz-
zlingly, God forbid that people
refer to their idol as Chair Mao
instead of Chairman Mao.

How liberals identify black people must be confus-
ing to whites. Having been around for 77 years, I have
been through a number of names. Among the more po-
lite ones are colored, Negro, Afro-American, black
and, more recently, African-American. Among those
names, African-American is probably the most unintel-
ligent. Let's look at it. To identify their races, suppose
I told you that I had a European-American friend, a
South America-American friend and a North America-
American friend. You'd probably say, "Williams, that's
stupid. Europe, South America and North America are
continents and home to different races, ethnicities and
nationalities." You might suggest that my friend is a
German-American instead of European-American. My
friend from Brazil is a Brazilian-American rather than
a South America-American, and my friend from Cana-
da is a Canadian-American instead of a North Ameri-
ca-American. So wouldn't the same apply to people
whose heritage lies on the African continent? For ex-
ample, instead of claiming that President Barack Oba-
ma is the first African-American president, he's the
first partially Kenyan-American president. Obama is
lucky; he knows his national heritage. The closest thing
to a national identity for most black Americans is some
country along Africa's Gold Coast. Adding to the con-
fusion, what would you call a white American of
Afrikaner or Egyptian descent? Is he an African-Amer-
ican?
Liberals suffer confusion and cognitive dissonance

because the rest of us don't help explain things to them.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at
George Mason University. To find out more about Wal-
ter E. Williams and read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.
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Liberal suffering and confusion

Letters To The Editor,  Suwannee Democrat, PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL 32064. 
Please include your full name, address and daytime phone number. 

We ask this so we can verify your letter and discuss any questions about it with you.

�

Dennis Cason 
President, Suwannee County
Economic Alliance
Did you attend the grand

opening celebration of Her-
itage Park and Gardens?
What a great event at a great
spot! Congratulations to the
folks who had the vision and
to those who are participat-
ing in making that vision a
reality. This attraction is yet

another reason for people to visit Live Oak - and
one more reason for those of us who live here not to
have to go anywhere else! Heritage Park and Gar-
dens is an asset to the future of economic develop-
ment in Suwannee County.
We want to share the first report of an increase in

local business that has been induced by the Klausner
sawmill. It came from a barber who noticed more
people coming in for haircuts. These new customers
just happened to have been some of the workers
who were employed in clearing the catalyst site.   
As Klausner prepares to break ground on its first

American sawmill, it opens the door for economic
growth that was only a dream a few years ago when
those acres near I-10 and US-90 were designated as
a catalyst site. And there is more to come.  Our
business recruitment team continues to work with a
number of companies interested in co-locating at the
catalyst site. In economic development, patience is
truly a virtue! An all-important industry cluster is
being developed that will not only allow advantages
for each company but will allow our educational
and training institutions to focus on programs that
will support the mutual workforce needs of a group
of companies.  
Speaking of patience, you’ve probably heard that

the Badcock building has been sold! The new owner
plans to lease the building and we have already
shown it to an interested company with whom we
have been working for several weeks.   
A committee of members from the Suwannee

County Development Authority (SCDA), led by
Clifford Gwinn, is spearheading a campaign to re-
cruit restaurants for Suwannee County. Research has
been done and contacts are being made. This is an
added direction for SCDA, whose historical focus
has been to establish industrial parks and participate
with engineering and planning requirements for
businesses that are interested in expanding or estab-
lishing a new location in Suwannee County.
The Chamber is moving forward with its new

board members and new officers to discuss and im-
plement plans for the year. A membership commit-
tee has been set up, a survey is in the works, and
plans are being made for a business forum. Watch
for more information soon.
As the Tourist Development Council (TDC) goes

about the business of promoting tourism in Suwan-
nee County, one of its tools is to award monetary
grants to events that will bring visitors to the coun-
ty. A recent event receiving a grant was the Wannee
Festival, attended by more than 60,000 people! This
weekend are two more events that the TDC has sup-
ported; The first is the Suwannee River Jam, now in
its 21st year. The second is a new event to Live
Oak: the 2013 Southeast Regional Trapping & Out-
door Expo from the National Trappers Association
and Florida Trappers Association which will be held
at the Suwannee County Agricultural Complex.
There will be exhibits, demonstrations, plenty of
vendors, and on Saturday a visit by Junior, Willie &
Teresa Edwards from the History Channel’s popular
TV series “Swamp People”!
The Council for Progress (CFP), established 17

years ago, was the first organization in Suwannee
County whose main goal was to address economic
development. It is through the CFP that we facilitate
the face-to-face contact that is crucial in bringing
the economic development that will benefit our
county.
You can be involved in economic development,

the chamber, or tourist development! There are a va-
riety of ways to participate. Give us a call and…
Let’s GROW Suwannee!

GUEST COLUMN

FROM OUR READERS

Let’s GROW
Suwannee!

Dennis Cason

BIBLE VERSE
“Instead, speaking the truth in love,
we will grow to become in every
respect the mature body of him who
is the head, that is, Christ.”
Ephesians 4:15 NIV

Dear editor,

I am writing to publicly thank the businesses and in-
dividuals who have helped with the effort to educate lo-
cal students about the dangers of prescription drug
abuse.
First, I’d like to thank Mr. Jeff Scott, president of

Cheek and Scott Pharmacy, who came to me last year
and expressed his concern and sincere desire to do
something about this problem in our community. Mr.
Scott has implemented many policies at his pharmacy
that go above and beyond what is required in an effort
to prevent the abuse of prescription medications but he
felt he needed to do more. After meeting with him to
discuss what could be done, we began working on a set
of lesson plans which incorporated videos of local peo-
ple who have experience this problem first hand. We
wanted to involve a group of students to implement the
lessons and sought help from Suwannee High School
principal, Ted Roush, who allowed us to talk with the
HOSA (Future Health Professionals) group. Mr.

Scott was aware that the Suwannee Coalition lost our
funding in 2010 and he was determined to raise money
for this project. Through the “Crush the Bug” activity
at last year’s county fair, and Mr. Scott’s own personal
contributions, more than $2,000 was raised for CRUSH
RX. Another local business, The Recycling Center, also
came forward and made a generous contribution of
$1,000. We appreciate these two businesses - Cheek
and Scott Pharmacy and The Recycling Center - more
than words can express. The concern for and dedication
to their community is to be commended. We also ap-
preciate the administrators at Suwannee High School
for allowing us to train the HOSA students. Without
their cooperation, the project would not have been pos-
sible. Also, we are extremely grateful to Mrs. Lynn
Marable and Mrs. Jenny Hurst, sponsors of the HOSA
group. Last, but certainly not least, we appreciate the
17 HOSA students who have shown remarkable dedi-
cation and commitment to the CRUSH RX project. In
addition to their busy academic schedules, they have
devoted numerous hours to learning the lesson plans
and we are proud of the courage they have shown in
stepping up and speaking out about this issue to their
peers. We began working with the Suwannee High
School HOSA group in November 2012 and although
they have had some set-backs and difficulties, they
have begun conducting presentations to younger stu-
dents about this issue.
Thank you for allowing us to publicly recognize

these businesses and individuals.

Sincerely,

Mary Taylor, Director
Suwannee Coalition

Dear editor,

This letter is written in response to the recent submis-
sion to your Rant and Rave column regarding the Live
Oak Partnership.
The Live Oak Partnership is a local organization that

works to provide events and activities to our downtown
community and its residents. We are not affiliated with
any governmental agency, and are solely operated by vol-
unteer community leaders.
Because we are a community group, and receive no

funding from the city of Live Oak, we do require all of
our event vendors to pay a vendor fee, as any other event
does.
The Live Oak Partnership had entered into an agree-

ment with the property owner, acquired event insurance,
and paid a permit fee to the city of Live Oak to hold the
Flea Across Florida event in the parking lot of the Live
Oak Plaza. The presence of unsolicited vendors is unfair
to those vendors who paid the appropriate vendor fee.
This parking lot is private property and is not a part of the
public right of way.
One unsolicited vendor was informed that they would

be required to obtain a peddler’s license from the city of
Live Oak, and to vacate from the event site. This infor-
mation was conveyed in a private conversation without
the presence of The Live Oak Partnership.
The Live Oak Partnership has been accused of extort-

ing money from children. I am not sure how this conclu-
sion has been reached. The Live Oak Partnership is the
event sponsor, and all participating vendors are required
to pay the appropriate fee, and all vendors, just like any
other business owner, takes a chance at a loss in revenue
and sales.
I would hope local businesses would want to support

organizations that sponsor such events, as these events
bring potential customers and consumers to our down-
town community.
The Live Oak Partnership works diligently in provid-

ing events and activities to our downtown community,
thereby bringing visitors to our city, who in result help
create financial stability for our local businesses.

Randy Torrance
Chairman

Live Oak Partnership
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By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Suwannee County Commis-
sioner of District 5 Wesley Wain-
wright spoke recently in Bran-
ford on the latest with the cata-
lyst site. 
He then moved on to do a

quick re-cap of the Klausner pro-
ject and where it was presently.
Originally, when Klausner had
their eye on the catalyst site, they
hired a separate company to do

National Day of Prayer
The National Day of

Prayer service will be in
Branford, at noon, at Bran-
ford Town Hall on Thursday.
It will last for approximately
30 minutes. Some folding
chairs will be available, lawn
chairs are also welcome.

May 7
Suwannee County Tax
Collector Update
Suwannee County Tax

Collector Sharon Jordan is
pleased to announce that you
will be able to receive Flori-
da Driver License and ID
services with the exception
of driving test the first Tues-
day of each month in the
town of Branford during the
hours of 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. The
Department of Highway
Safety & Motor Vehicles
staff will be traveling to
Branford on a Flow Mobile
to offer driver license and ID
services and will be set up at
the Branford Town Hall
where the Tax Collector’s
Office offers all other ser-
vices on the first and third
Tuesday of each month from
7 a.m. – 3 p.m. This service
will be available starting
Tuesday, May 7.   

Branford 4th of July 
parade
The 4th of July parade in

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Trannie Lacquey of the Rotary Club of Branford
wanted to share something with the group at their
weekly meeting on April 23. She had received an
American flag from Afghanistan that was neatly
folded accompanied with a certificate from Staff
Sgt. Daryl Pratt Jr. 
The certificate stated where and how long the flag

had flown. Both were sent as a special thanks from

Pratt and his men in response to the Rotary Club
sending Christmas care packages to U.S. soldiers
for the last several years.
“At least it lets us know that while we’re reaching

out to them, we’re doing something right,” said Ro-
tary President Larry Geiger.
“You know the boxes (care packages) go to each

one depending on how many we have and they
share with each other and their units,” said Lacquey.

Submitted

On Tuesday, April 16,
Commander Christian
Keeney presided. The main
item of business was about
the completion of the Fort
White Cemetery renova-
tion project. Also we were
informed nominations for
the post officers for 2014
will be accepted at our next
meeting on May 21. All
members are encouraged to
attend and lend input.
Cemetery Project Secre-

tary Carol Terry gave an in-
teresting report of the his-
tory of this old final resting
place of many early Florida
pioneers. It goes back to
1830 when Fort White was
a principal hope for protec-
tion in the Seminole wars.
Jimmy Terry accom-

plished the main difficult

land clearing by bringing
his farm tractor and front
end loader to do what our
members aging bodies
could never do. Jule
McGee is the man that lo-
cated this historic and ne-
glected old cemetery. He
proposed we take this on as
a post project as it holds the
remains of veterans from
many wars and because
many of the men were
Confederate veterans, we
agreed to place the Stars
and Bars on their grave
sites.
New to our post is

“Lexus” Breyton. She is a
retired Air Force Master
Sgt. and a Desert Storm
veteran. We held our 50/50
drawing and Adjutant Skip
Trubey awarded Jimmy
Terry our Post 59, $320
prize.

Candid
about
Klausner 
Wainwright
talks about
sawmill, plans

Suwannee County Commissioner

Wesley Wainwright  

Venture will cost $6
million, local tax-
payer money, when
said and done

South
county
briefs 

Soldiers say thank
you to Rotary Club

Branford American Legion Post # 59 April meeting

From Left, Carol and Jimmy

Terry and Jule McGee.

Commander Christian Keeney.Adjutant Skip Trubey enjoys his cobbler and ice cream dessert.

SEE CANDID, PAGE 8A SEE SOLDIERS, PAGE 8A SEE SOUTH, PAGE 8A

From Left, Larry McGrath, Adjutant Skip Trubey and Sgt-at-Arms Robert Childress.



Branford will be at 6 p.m.
with line up at 5 p.m. at the
Branford football field park-
ing area. For more informa-
tion give Kathy Woolard a
call at 386-365-0703.

McAlpin Community
Club Bingo
The McAlpin Community

Club will meet on Monday,
May 13, at 7 p.m. After a
potluck supper and a brief
business meeting we will be
having lots of fun playing
Bingo. The prizes are small,
but the games are
Free! Everyone is welcome
to attend, so bring a dish and
come join us. The Club is lo-
cated at 9981 - 170th Terrace
in McAlpin, directly across
from the Post Office. New
members are always wel-
come and membership fees
are $10 per family per year.
For info call Barbara Parks
at 362-3044 or Debbie
Phillips at 364-7028.

Council meetings
The Town Council meet-

ings are held the second
Tuesday of each month at 7
p.m. Meetings are held in
the council chambers at The
Branford Town Hall located
at 604 NW Suwannee Ave.
Public is welcome.

Branford River Reunion
Booth space available
The Branford River Re-

union Committee is getting
ready for the 4th of July cel-
ebration this year in Bran-
ford. The celebration will be
on Thursday, July 4. There is
still room for more booths.
This year we are changing

the time for the activities on
the fourth at Hatch Park. The
new start time will be at 3
p.m. This will give everyone
time to get to the Hatch Park
after the duck race at Ivey
Park at 2 p.m. If you are in-
terested in a booth give Peg-
gy Terry a call at 386-935-
0021 and if you need to,
leave a message with your
address and I will send you
an application. If you are in
Branford you can stop by
Town Hall and pick one up.
The deadline for booth ap-
plications is June 13.

The Arc North Florida 
Adults with Disabilities

Program. Open to Branford
and surrounding adults with
intellectual or developmen-
tal disabilities.
For more information

please contact the AWD su-
pervisor Lisa Perry at 386-
208-1404. 

Boy Scout Troop 408
Meets on Thursdays from

7-8:30 at the American Le-
gion Post 107, 10726 142nd
St., Live Oak. This is ap-
prox. 5.5 miles south of
town and 1.5 miles east of
Hwy. 129. Membership is
open to boys ages 11-17.
Join us for camping, hiking,
canoeing, and many other
outdoor activities.

Cub Scout Pack 408
Meets on Thursdays from

6-7 p.m. at the American Le-
gion Post 107, 10726 142nd
St., between Live Oak and
McAlpin. Membership is
open to boys ages 6-10. Join
us for camping, archery, BB
shooting, and many other
fun activities. Parents en-
couraged to participate. 386-
209-3480

soil borings prior to
Suwannee County having
borings done.
“Amazingly, the clay out

there ran like marble,” said
Wainwright. “Just veins.
Looking back, there was no
way we could have deter-
mined the extent of what
we would find out there.”
He said Suwannee Coun-

ty had the best location in
the state, but the worst soil. 
“There began our night-

mare,” said Wainwright.
“We ended up with what
we thought was going to be
a $1.7 million project to
site clear for Klausner. It
ended up being nearly four
(million dollars).”
Wainwright said this did-

n’t include the purchase of
the land. He gave a special
thanks to Suwannee Coun-
ty Administrator Randy
Harris for feverishly work-
ing to get grants for the
project and for those in Tal-
lahassee that have also
been helping to make it
work.
“It is bad that we have

that much money invested
in it, but we’re past all
that,” said Wainwright. “I
will say that I try and en-
courage people because I
still have a lot of them that
are so negative about
what’s going on out there.”
He said like it or not, we

are still a community and
we are invested in it.

“We need them (Klaus-
ner) to be successful to get
that return,” said Wain-
wright. “Realizing that,
some months back, I told
them, I’ll do whatever it
takes to help promote
Klausner.”
Wainwright said all the

issues with the site were
corrected and that Klaus-
ner’s engineers came in as
well as their contractor, and
he conducted his prelimi-
nary surveys. 
Klausner went as far as

to hire a company that had
capabilities to do sonar
tests on the site to ensure
Suwannee County had
“lived up to its end of the
bargain” about soil densi-
ties so that they would be
able to run their heavy
equipment.
“Everything is checking

out fine and going great in
that area,” said Wain-
wright.
He paused for a moment

and said, “Klausner all
along has encouraged us
and that they would pro-
mote and try to bring other
companies in with them, to
co-locate with them.” 
He said to date, Klausner

is trying to get a pallet mill
and pellet mill to come
build their companies at the
site. The negotiations have
been going on for months
,according to Wainwright.
“The pallet people came

in to look at everything out
there,” said Wainwright.

“Klausner already met with
the gas company and se-
cured everything they need
to do to make sure they get
that gas utility to the site.”
Wainwright said they’re

currently meeting with
Suwannee Valley Electric
Cooperative to make sure
everything is “on board”
with getting their sub-sta-
tion built and their electri-
cal needs in order. The
same day of the meeting,
Klausner was meeting with
the “pellet mill” folks. 
“Both of these compa-

nies would need rail (rail-
road) to get their product
over to Jacksonville just
like Klausner plans to do.
Hopefully, it’s going to
start growing in the direc-
tion that we would really
like to see and bring more
jobs and industry to invest
into our community,” said
Wainwright. 

EB5 program
Wainwright, as chairman

of the BOCC, traveled to
China with Klausner’s
Thomas Mende.
“Mende wanted me to go

to China with him to work
at recruiting investors in
the company through our
federal government what
they call the EB5 pro-
gram,” said Wainwright.
“The EB5 (Investor Visa)
program allows a foreign
investor to invest in 10 new
jobs in America. They re-
ceive a half of a million

dollars, get a green card
and a fast track to citizen-
ship if all the security stuff
checks out, in five years
they could be eligible for
citizenship.” 
He said outside of the

EB5 process in a normal
situation, they would have
to invest $1 million and it
would take 10 to 12 years
to go through the citizen-
ship process. Wainwright
said out of the 12 days in
China, they spent eight
days attending seminars
and conventions speaking
to groups of potential in-
vestors.
He said in China, the

customs and immigration
services uses an indepen-
dent analyst to evaluate
projects in the U.S. and will
classify how many jobs
they determine may come
from those projects. He
said they count direct, indi-
rect and induced jobs and
the form they used con-
cluded that there were 990
jobs associated with the
Klausner project. 
“So, the company could

conceivably recruit 99 in-
vestors, one investor per 10
new jobs in America at half
a million dollars a piece,”
said Wainwright. “That’s

about $50 million that they
could use in this invest-
ment process.”

Still signing checks to
Klausner?
“Is the county finished

spending with the Klausner
project?” asked Rotarian
John Lacquey.
There was a long pause.
“Everything we’re going

to do from here on out is
going be with grants that
are going to be reim-
bursed,” said Wainwright.
“We’ll spend the money
and we’ll get it back.”
“When the dust settles,

how much has Suwannee
County spent that we’re not
going to get back?” asked
Lacquey.
“Counting the land,

about $6 million,” said
Wainwright. “That’s over
the course of about four
years.”
Then there was the ques-

tion of whether the county
was contemplating pur-
chasing even more land.
“We had made an offer

several months ago, the
bank counter-offered and
it’s way too high,” said
Wainwright. “Even if they
come back down on the
price, there is no way that I

could support incurring
debt and pay debt ser-
vices.”
Wainwright said he has

been talking with Colum-
bia and Hamilton counties.
“They want to participate

and invest to buy the land,”
said Wainwright. “They’ll
get a percentage of ad val-
orem revenues down the
road.”
He said they would be

willing to do this only if the
price of the land could be
negotiated back down to a
reasonable level. If the sev-
eral county officials and the
bank couldn’t come to an
agreement, then there was
another option.
“I’ve encouraged the pel-

let mill, for them to buy the
land,” said Wainwright.
“With them doing that, they
won’t be eligible for grants
through the county. Only
the county can get the
grants.”
Wainwright’s proposal

was that the mill purchase
the land with their money.
Once the grants have come
through and the infrastruc-
ture is in place, Suwannee
County would then reim-
burse the mill, or, as Wain-
wright said, “Give it back
to them for a dollar.”
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Branford News

 SUWANNEE RIVER READINGS
 Branford 2013

 804217

 The water levels provided here refer to the height at the US Hwy. 27 
 bridge in Branford in feet above mean sea level (ft-msl) at the gauging 
 station. In the past the levels were read as gauge height not mean sea 
 level.

 04/22/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.15

 04/23/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.25

 04/24/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.33

 04/25/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.30

  04/26/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.16

  04/27/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.02

  04/28/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.87

  04/29/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.82

 Branford
 SCAFF’S SCAFF’S
 Sponsored By:

 386-935-1527
 Supermarket

 789675

 To advertise your business here, 
 call 386-362-1734 

 for more information

 Cherry Lumbert
 Pharmacist

 305 SW US Highway 27
 Branford, Florida 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 Everything For Your Home Recovery
 From Prescriptions to Medical Supplies

 OF BRANFORD

 Mon.-Fri.
 8:30 am-6:00 pm
 Saturday 9am-1pm
 Sunday-Closed

 Now accepting
 Blue Cross Blue Shield

 Health Options

 NORTH FLORIDA 
 PHARMACY

 784394

 PLACE  YOUR
 BUSINESS

 CARD  HERE
 789685

Candid about Klausner Wainwright talks about sawmill, plans
Continued From Page 7A

South county briefs 
Continued From Page 7A

Lacquey said Pratt is an
actual recipient of their
packages every year.  
“We’ve been doing this

as a club project for sever-
al years now,” said Lac-
quey. “We’ve shipped box-
es to many places in the
world, to men and women
in the military from our
area or with ties to our
area.”

Lacquey said it was the
first time they had received
something like this. She
said later that they were all
deeply honored and moved
by the sergeant’s thought-
fulness.
“We send our boxes to

these men and women as a
‘thank you’ from us for
serving our country and
just a small reminder that
we are thinking of them,”
said Lacquey. “We can-

not say thank you enough
for their service to this
country.”
Branford Rotary

Club supports this project
every year and donates one
of their meetings to pack-
ing the boxes and getting
them ready to be shipped in
time for Christmas. For
those wanting to help Ro-
tary get items to our sol-
diers overseas, please call
386-935-1705. 

Soldiers say thank you to Rotary Club
Continued From Page 7A



By Mary Kate Vang
Social Security Manager in Lake City, Fla.

From the stables to the tracks, people across the United
States are already talking about this year’s Triple Crown. The
three biggest thoroughbred horse races in the nation — the
Kentucky Derby in Louisville, Kentucky; the Preakness
Stakes in Baltimore, Maryland; and the Belmont Stakes in
Elmont, New York — take place in the coming weeks. It has
been 34 years since a horse has won all three and taken the
U.S. Triple Crown.

Social Security has a horse in the race, so to speak. We of-
fer our own “Triple Crown” of social media at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov.

Facebook is a great place to stay in the know when it
comes to useful information about Social Security. “Like”
Social Security at www.facebook.com/socialsecurity.

Twitter is another place to get regular updates in short

bursts. We promise to be brief as we keep you up to date in
140-characters or less. Select “Follow” at
www.twitter.com/socialsecurity.

Prefer watching videos? We’ve got those too. The third
part to our social media “Triple Crown” is our YouTube page,
where you can find everything from informative webinars to
short messages from Social Security. You can view fun pub-
lic service announcements starring George Takei, Don Fran-
cisco, Chubby Checker, and the reunited cast of The Patty
Duke Show. You can even watch Patty Duke apply online for
retirement benefits in her pajamas! Join the fun and get some
useful information at www.youtube.com/socialsecurityon-
line. 

It’s not easy to predict a Triple Crown winner. Affirmed
was the name of the horse who won all three races in 1978.
But everyone can be a Social Security social media Triple
Crown winner simply by visiting www.socialsecurity.gov
and selecting the three icons in the upper right corner.
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The Florida Trappers Association is proud to host the
National Trappers Association's Southeast Regional
Conference and Outdoor Expo at the Suwannee County

Agricultural Complex, 1320 11th St. SW, in Live Oak,
May 3, 4, and 5.  

Come meet Willie Jr. and Teresa Edwards from the
History Channel's "Swamp People" TV series on Satur-
day, May 4, for a meet and greet, photo opportunities
and to purchase their merchandise. There will be trap-
ping demonstrations, vendors, tailgaters, auctions, fam-
ily activities, food, and a whole lot more throughout the
weekend. 

Please keep checking our website for more details:
www.floridatrappers.org

Trappers
conference 
and expo

Scott Tucker joins the 
Suwannee River Partnership 

Scott Tucker joined the
Suwannee River Partner-
ship (SRP) as a conserva-
tion technician on March
26. In this capacity, Tuck-
er will assist agricultural
producers in Gilchrist,
Alachua, Columbia,
Union and Bradford coun-
ties to implement best
management practices to
conserve water and pro-
tect water quality. 

Tucker will focus on the
Santa Fe Basin to assist
producers in attaining wa-
ter quality improvements
established in Santa Fe
Basin Management Action
Plan. 

Basin Management Ac-
tion Plans are adopted by
the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection
that identify strategies to
restore water quality in
designated impaired water
bodies.

The position is adminis-

tered by the Gilchrist Soil
and Water Conservation
District and is funded by
the Suwannee River Water
Management District and
the Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer
Services. 

Prior to the SRP, Tucker
worked with the United
States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm
Service Agency for more
than three years. At the
USDA, Tucker worked
with crop insurance ad-
justments. He also sur-
veyed crops to review
damages and establish
production yields. Tucker
has also produced crops of
his own since he was a
teenager, including veg-
etables and row crops in
the Santa Fe Basin for
more than 30 years.

Tucker has earned nu-
merous certifications from
the University of Florida’s

Tucker

Social Security’s ‘Triple Crown’ of social media 

SHTC spring shed winner 

Chris Gustavson, building construction technology student,
from left; Bob Makela, building construction technology in-
structor; Derwin Bass, brick and block masonry instructor;
Jeff Lee, instructor; Christopher Keen, building construc-
tion technology student.  Courtesy photos

Dennis Nixon, Live Oak Paint & Flooring, from left; Derwin Bass, brick and block masonry
instructor; Travaris Lee, assistant manager of Lowe’s; Bob Makela, building construction
technology instructor; Chris Gustavson, building construction technology student; Jeff
Lee, instructor; Christopher Keen, building construction technology student.

Suwannee -Hami l t on
Technical Center recently
had a drawing for the second
annual spring shed fundrais-
er. The SkillsUSA students
and advisors would like to
thank the following business
and organizations: Live Oak
Paint Center, Bennett's
Glass, Lowe’s of Live Oak,
and others that made this
event possible.  

The building construction
technology program along
with the brick and block ma-
sonry program students are
responsible for the design
and construction of the
spring shed.  This year's
winner is Sandra Sweat Mc-
Carl. Congratulations San-
dra! 

All proceeds raised go to
help our 40 students repre-
sent Suwannee County at
the SkillsUSA competition
in Pensacola. The Skill-
sUSA event began April 27
and concludes May 1.  

Institute of Food and
Agriculture Sciences
program, including pes-
ticide application, irriga-
tion management and
nutrient management. He
also has been recognized
through the County Al-
liance for Responsible

Environmental Steward-
ship program for imple-
menting BMPs on his
own farming operation.

"I am glad to have the
opportunity to help other
producers realize the
benefits of the BMP pro-
gram,” Tucker said. 

Florida Crown Workforce Board
Veteran’s Hiring Fair Event

Florida Crown Work-
force Board and Dollar
General Stores have an-

nounced they will present a
Paychecks for Patriots
(P4P) 2013 Veteran’s Hir-
ing Fair Event to be held in
Lake City, Florida on Fri-
day, May 10. This Hiring
Fair Event will be from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m. at Ameri-
can Legion Post 57, 2602
SW Main Blvd. in Lake
City. This will be a free,
one-of-a-kind, Hiring Fair
for both employers and vet-
eran jobseekers. 

Employers with job

openings are encouraged to
sign up and reserve a job
fair table at no cost. Veteran
jobseekers, active duty mil-
itary members, Guard and
Reserve members, and
qualifying military spouses
are encouraged to attend.
Veterans are asked to bring
a copy of their DD-241 or
proof of their military sta-
tus/service and copies of
their current resume. Em-
ployers can call Denise
Wynne at 386-755-9026 to

register. Jobseekers are en-
couraged to dress for suc-
cess while taking this step
into a professional business
environment.

The P4P Event is being
conducted by Florida
Crown Workforce Board
Inc. and Dollar General
KKR Parent Companies in
conjunction with Florida
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, Florida National
Guard and American Le-
gion Post 57. 
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 FREE
 DIVORCE  FORMS

 WORKSHOP
 Get help with the Florida Supreme Court 
 Approved Divorce Forms. We will go over the 
 package including the Financial Affidavit, 
 Parenting Plan, and Child Support Guidelines 
 Worksheet.

 This workshop is free, but you must register in 
 advance. To register you must call 386-269-
 0942 during regular business hours at least five 
 (5) days prior to the class date.

 NEXT  CLASS: MAY 8, 2013 6pm - 8pm
 Suwannee River Regional Library

 1848 Ohio Avenue South
 Live Oak, FL 32064

 PO Box 6124 • Jasper,  FL 32064
 386.269.0942 • www.NorthFloridaMediation.com

 80
33

35

 802605

tarian serving on the board,
is part of the United Way of
Suwannee Valley serving
this year as its General
Campaign Chairman and he
is the incoming President
for 2013-2014. He is also
active in his service to Arc,
Relay for Life of Suwannee
County and Love INC. 
John also participates

with the Suwannee Founda-
tion for Excellence in Edu-
cation. He makes a point of
supporting all the schools in
the counties that his busi-
ness, SVEC serves and en-
courages his employees to
do the same. 
He is a member of both

the Lake City and Live Oak
chambers and has served on
the Live Oak chamber
board. Since 2006 John has
been the chairman of the
Council for Progress and is

a member of the Business
Recruitment Team. 
“John we know there has

been someone in your life
that has been right with you
all the way supporting your
efforts and along the way
doing her part in making our
communities a better place.
That is why when the com-
mittee began to look at you
as a candidate for the Ser-
vice Above Self award, the
more we learned the more
we became aware that there
was someone equally de-
serving to be recognized.
That person is JoAnn,” said
Poole.
JoAnn is a University of

Florida (UF) Master Gar-
dener and has been very ac-
tive with the planning at
Heritage Parks and Garden
and serves on the board of
Friends of Heritage Park
and Gardens. She and John
were instrumental in getting

UF to help design the land-
scaping plan for the park
and gardens. 
She is involved with the

CRA and volunteers her
time to help with revitaliza-
tion projects and is a mem-
ber of Suwannee County
Extension Advisory com-
mittee. 
Joann and John are faith-

ful members of Saint Fran-
cis Xavier Catholic Church.
Both are Eucharistic minis-
ters – participating in taking
communion to nursing
homes and other facilities.
JoAnn visits nursing homes
on a weekly basis, has put
together retreats for the
ladies of her church, has
spent many hours planning
and furnishing the new fel-
lowship hall and has been
president of the Gainesville
Deanery for the past two
years
John and JoAnn were gra-

cious in the acceptance of
the award and each compli-
mented the other for the ser-
vice they provide to their
family, church and commu-
nity.
John added, “I was so sur-

prised and honored, but I
guess I was supposed to be
surprised.”
The Service Above Self

award presented by the Ro-
tary Club of Live Oak is
presented each year to an in-
dividual who has, through-
out his or her lifetime exem-
plified the Rotary Motto of
Service Above Self.
The past recipients of this

award are: the Reverend
Robert Hall, followed by Jo
Kennon, Marjorie
Carmichael, the Reverend
Charlie Webb, Ronnie
Poole, Patt Slaughter, A. P.
"Buddy" Nott, J. L. Mc-
Mullen, Keith Leibfried,
Roy Guercio, the Reverend

Service Above Self award goes to John and JoAnn Martz
Continued From Page 1A

lovers in a big way. Brian Kelley and
Tyler Hubbard’s new hit single,
“Cruise” hit the top 10 just 14 weeks
after its release and is currently num-
ber one on the Billboard Country
Charts and Country Digital Songs. It is
number 14 on The Hot 100 Billboard
Songs across all music genres. It has
sold nearly 200,000 digital downloads
independently and to date, “Cruise”
has sold well over two million garner-
ing Double Platinum certification and
reached number one on the iTunes
Country Singles Chart.
The duo has recently won two of the

top awards in country music. 
“Man, we’re still pretty mind-blown

by that, it’s hard to find the words,”
said Kelley. “Both of those were fan-
voted and it just shows how really
amazing and loyal our fans are.”
Kelley said that it was nice to know

that it wasn’t just his or Hubbard’s
award, but was everyone’s as it is cel-
ebrated by all the fans. He said it took
him back to that night and reminded
him of how special it was.
They came from small towns, Hub-

bard from Monroe, Georgia, and Kel-
ley from Ormond Beach, Florida, and
sometimes they think back about their
humble beginnings.
“It’s been a tough road to be where

we’re at,” said Hubbard. “It’s very
humbling and we’re grateful to be
here.”
He added, “We’re blown away

every night. It’s hard not to be grate-
ful.”

How did the Florida Georgia Line
name come about?
“We came up with that name at

about 2:30 to 3 a.m. in the morning,”
said Hubbard.
He said they had been playing and

writing together for sometime and they
both thought if they were going to be
serious about pursuing music careers,
then they needed a name for them-
selves.   
After coming up with some different

ones, they settled on Florida Georgia
Line.
“You know, the line doesn’t neces-

sarily represent a place on the map,”
said Kelley. “But, it’s where Tyler and
I come together as musicians creative-
ly and where the magic happens.”
They grew up listening to a wide

range of music that has obviously in-
fluenced them in their style of writing
and playing.
“Man, we listened to everything

from Christian music to rap to rock
and obviously country is a big influ-
ence,” said Hubbard. “You know, me
and BK (Brian Kelley) try to incorpo-
rate our influences into our sound and
our writing and try to bring it all to-
gether.” 
Their song “Cruise” was nominated

for the Billboard Music Awards Top
Country Song.
“I think it was a day or two ago that

we found that out,” said Hubbard.
“Man, that’s huge, an all genre awards
show and to represent country music,
it blows us away.”
He said at the time they had written

“Cruise”, they didn’t have a record

deal as they do now with Republic
Nashville. Hubbard said they would
just work daily at writing the best they
could, from the heart. They wrote what
they loved and hoped their fans would
like them too.
“We knew we had something spe-

cial,” said Hubbard. “But to see it from
the writer’s room to the studio to the
radio to nominated, it’s a special thing.
Something we don’t want to take for
granted.”
He said they owe everything to

country radio and their amazing fans.
“Without them, we wouldn’t be hav-

ing this conversation,” said Hubbard.
Coming up on May 19, Grammy

award winning hip hop superstar Nel-
ly and FGL will debut the Top 25 hits
with "Cruise" remix featuring Nelly
during the CBS special, ACM Pre-
sents: Tim McGraw’s Superstar Sum-
mer Night.
“It was really cool to do a re-mix

with Nelly,” said Hubbard. “We had
some radio station asking for a differ-
ent mix that they could play.”
He said they decided they would

take a chance with doing the remix and
added that no one was as good or be
able to do it as well as Nelly.
“He absolutely killed it man,” said

Hubbard. “And it made a new friend-
ship.”
Check out Florida Georgia Line and

all the music artists such as Sheryl
Crow at the Suwannee River Jam at
The Spirit of the Suwannee Music
Park May 1-4. See the C section for
special Jam pages including a sched-
ule. 

Florida Georgia Line
Continued From Page 1A

Airth who has served as the
county’s attorney for the
past 16 years. 
On March 28, commis-

sioners interviewed three
candidates for the county at-
torney position. 
Prevatt obtained the high-

est ranking with 116 points,
a one point advantage over
local attorney Andrew
Decker IV, who was given
115 points. Airth finished
last in the rankings with 80
points.
Negotiations then began

with Prevatt. Commission-
ers were given the first draft
of a contract between the
county and Prevatt in their
packet for the April 16 meet-
ing. Just before the meeting
began, a second draft filled
with marks, additions and
scratched out sections was
given to the commissioners.
With no time to review the
contract, the board resolved
to taking no action at that
meeting. 
Negotiations continued

between Prevatt and Com-
missioner Jason Bashaw and
County Administrator
Randy Harris and a new
draft was given to the board
prior to the meeting Thurs-
day. 
The contract, written by

Prevatt, presented much
confusion.
Two contracts presented

to the commissioners were
both labeled as the fourth
draft and dated 4-23-13, but
one was nine pages long and
the other five. 
The first contract said Pre-

vatt was to be compensated
on a monthly basis in place
of an upfront retainer’s fee.
The sum paid to Prevatt
each month will equal half
of a board member’s pay
plus $125 per hour for legal
services. Prevatt would be
paid $17,378 in monthly in-
stallments of $1,448 should
the commissioner’s salaries
remain the same in addition
to his hourly rate.
The final draft of the con-

tract says Prevatt will be
paid an annual retainer fee
of $17,500, which will be
paid in monthly increments.
An hourly rate of $125 per
hour was left unchanged.
On Thursday, the board

approved the fourth draft,
five page contract.
The board’s decision did

not come without scrutiny. 
Local resident Ronnie

Parker addressed his con-
cerns of how the board went
about filling the position and
questioned the commission-
ers about the criteria in

which points were awarded
during the interview
process.
Chairman Wesley Wain-

wright said he didn’t have
the grade sheet and didn’t
remember the specific ques-
tions that were graded.
“All of the questions was

an effort to determine their
level of experience in many
different things,” Wain-
wright said. 
“To me, experience would

mean more than anything
else,” Parker said. “I don’t
care who is the county attor-
ney. What upsets me is the
way it looks like it went
about when you have one
that has 16 years of experi-
ence and ranked as low as he
(Airth) did. Then you’ve got
one that’s so high and one
that is just one point below.
You’re talking about a 36
point difference.”
He continued, “I don’t

think it was approached
properly. We all read these
government jobs listed in
the paper, and we all know
that 90 percent of them are
filled before they’re listed.
But they have to follow the
law in listing that job. That’s
what it looks like here. The
board had already made up
its mind.”
Residents were also con-

cerned the commissioners
were making a hasty deci-
sion without exploring their
options with the remaining
qualified attorneys. 
At a recent meeting,

Harris explained that ac-
cording to Florida Statutes,
if the county moves to ne-
gotiations with the second
ranked candidate for coun-
ty attorney, they terminate
the first option to negotiate
with Prevatt and cannot go
back. 
“As Mr. Harris said at

the last meeting, we can’t
go from number one, to
number two, then back to
number one. But, we can
go to through them all and
come back to number
one,” said Wendell Snow-
den. “What was not said at
the last meeting is that you
can go back to number
one. I’m not standing up
here picking on Mr. Pre-
vatt, but in the beginning,
the whole process of this
thing was misconstrued.”
Bashaw made a motion to

accept the fourth draft of the
contract (five pages, dated
4-23-13), and the motion
carried unanimously.  
Read the entire signed

contract on our website, at
suwanneedemocrat.com,
search Prevatt named county
attorney. 

Prevatt named
county attorney
Continued From Page 1A

Clarence Parker, Jackie
Dove, the Reverend
Pomeroy Carter, Wallace
Townsend, Bob McGrana-
han, Greg Scott, Carolyn
Spilatore and last year's win-
ner Sam Carter.
The Rotary Club of Live

Oak meets weekly at The
Farm Bureau on Dowling
Avenue. More information
on the club and the opportu-
nities for service it presents
can be found at
h t t p : / / l i v eoak . r o t a r y -
clubs.org/.
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 100’s of Items Tools, Furniture, Tractor, Livestock 
 Equipment, Tack, and much, much more.

 Personal Property Estate Sale
 Sunday May 5th, 2013 @ 1:00PM

 Location: 14554 CR 252 Live Oak, FL  32060
 Preview on Auction Day @ 9:00 AM

 For More Information On this Auction Contact:
 J.W. Hill and Associates 386-362-3300 

 80
52

50

 J.W. HILL & ASSOCIATES

 FLORIDA COMMERCIAL 
 BROKER NETWORK

 “2011 FIRM OFTHE YEAR”

 License AB2083 AU2847

 Check our website for the most current Auction 
 information

 wwwjwhillauctions.com
 1105 HOWARD ST. W.
 LIVE OAK, FL 32064

 386-362-3300 • 386-590-1214

 Personal Property Estate Sale

 Welcomes Alex Winnett
 Sales Consultant

 386-688-1023
 alex.winnett@RountreeMoore.com

 802114˙

town Live Oak. As homes
and businesses were filled
with flood water, damages
from this disastrous storm
began to drain the pockets
of residents. 
Many throughout the

county were displaced as
400 businesses and homes
were impacted by the
storm. Several are still
without a proper home and
some businesses have yet
to return. Hundreds of
sinkholes were reported
and were responsible for
several road closures and
the destruction of several
homes. Ten homes and two
businesses were con-
demned. 

According to Live Oak’s
Finance Director Jan
Parkhurst, TS Debby great-
ly impacted the city’s funds
for emergency efforts.
“Our fiscal year 2011

statements reflect an unre-
served general fund bal-
ance of $411,277,” said
Parkhurst. “This balance
represents the funds avail-
able for emergency work.
Due to TS Debby's impact
on the city's funds, that bal-
ance has been reduced to
approximately $238,000,
which is considerably low-
er than the GASB (Govern-
mental Accounting Stan-
dards Board) recommend-
ed percentage of budget.”
She continued, “Based

on this, it will be necessary

Are we prepared financially?
Continued From Page 1A

Navy before taking a break
in 2004. Three years later,
Rutland rejoined the mili-
tary, but this time signing up
to serve in the US Army. 
As part of his duties, Rut-

land was deployed to
Afghanistan on Feb. 16 and
was scheduled to return
home in November. How-
ever, things took a turn for
the worse.
“We were doing a route

clearance mission and we
were attacked by a rocket-
propelled grenade,” Rutland
said. 
As a result of the attack,

Rutland sustained major in-
juries.
“I was first treated in

Afghanistan. I was then
shipped to Germany before
coming here to Washing-
ton,” he said. 
About two weeks ago,

Rutland returned to the US
and is currently being treat-
ed at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in Washing-
ton, D.C.
Since the Saturday of the

attack, Rutland has endured
12 surgeries including hav-
ing his left arm amputated.
“I’ve still got a ways to

go, but I’m doing good con-
sidering it all,” Rutland said.
Rutland stated on his

Facebook page on Thursday
that he is done with surg-
eries and should be an out-
patient soon.
“Still have a long road to

recovery. Thank you all for
your prayers,” said Rutland. 

Once Rutland is released
from the hospital, his plans
are to pursue a medical re-
tirement from the military
and return to the Sunshine
State.
“My plans are to go to

Jacksonville and live near a
veterans hospital,” he said.
“My family and friends are
still there, so I plan to get
over to Live Oak as well
and see everyone. They’re
always on my mind and I’m
looking forward to seeing
everyone when I get well.”
Rutland is currently being

cared for by a great medical
staff, his wife Rosie, and
their two children, Kira, 9,
and Angel, 8. 
Brant’s mother said he

has been her “rock”
throughout the ordeal.
“Brant has stood tall,”

said Felicia Herring. “I was
sick with worry and he kept
assuring me that he was go-
ing to be fine. He is a won-
derful son and a blessing to
his family.”
Brant’s sister, Victoria St.

John, said the event is “life
altering.”
“I am very thankful that

he did not lose his life that
day and I am amazed at how
well he is coping with his
amputation,” said St. John.
“I am saddened about his
sacrifice but proud of his
valor and commitment.”
When Rutland ends his

military career, he will retire
as an E4 Specialist. But
most of all, he’ll go down in
history as an American hero. 

Brant Rutland: 

An American hero
Continued From Page 1A

away. Carolyn Spilatore,
vice-president of Friends
of Heritage Park and Gar-
dens Board, said they
served 760 hot dogs. Lo-
cal businesses set up tents
and the Live Oak Fire
and Police Department
were on hand showing off

a fire truck and police
cars. Folks had the
chance to learn the histo-
ry of the Crapps family
and estate.
The park and gardens

are open to the public
every day. Folks can enjoy
the beautiful grounds with
a stroll, or a picnic with the
family.

Heritage Park
grand opening 

Continued From Page 1A

discover the urgency of
completing the system
within 30 days.
According to Klausner

Lumber One’s contractor,
the company expects to be-
gin construction at the site
within 30 days, according
to County Administrator
Randy Harris said. 
“I received a response

from the contractors say-
ing, ‘We will be on-site
within the next 30 days to
begin installation of our
drainage system. We need
the storm water ponds to be
ready to go. Will they be
finished in 30 days,’” Har-
ris told commissioners. 
“Since the beginning, we

were supposed to be out of
their way when they were
preparing to start (con-
struction),” Harris said.
Harris said the county

has started receiving site
plans and actual construc-
tion plans.
“They’ve been under re-

view the last two or three
weeks. The company plans
to start construction right
away, like (this) week,” said
Harris. “They plan to move
a mobile office trailer out

there on the site so they can
begin construction. I don’t
know what the delivery date
is for the materials for the
first building they’re going
to construct, but their con-
tractor’s telling me they’ll
start right away.”
Harris said he thinks it is

possible for the storm wa-
ter project to be completed
within 30 days. “I’m not a
storm water pond expert,
but I will say that a lot of
the work that has been
done out there has been
running 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. For us
to try to finish these ponds
in 30 days is going to be an
incredible undertaking and
I think it will require work-
ing 24 hours a day,” said
Harris.
Less than two weeks

ago, Harris received infor-
mation from the contrac-
tors for the company that
they were preparing to put
in a storm water collection
system, which is a different
system than the one previ-
ously discussed. 
“They’re going to be in-

stalling this,” Harris said.
“My concern now is recon-
ciling our plans with their
plans.” 

Harris: Sawmill construction looming
Continued From Page 1A

24, by a device the inmate
fashioned, according to
Florida Department of
Corrections spokesperson
Jo Ellyn Rackleff.
Officer M. Staley was

conducting routine security
checks around 7:10 p.m.
when an inmate attacked
him with a lock attached to
a laundry bag and then
“stabbed him twice in the
back with a weapon he
fashioned out of fencing.”
Rackleff said the officer

was treated in the prison’s
medical facility. 
According to DOC

Deputy Communications
Director Misty Cash, Sta-
ley’s wounds were “super-
ficial, however, he did re-

turn (to the prison) the next
day to speak to his shift
and ease their mind about
his well being.”
Cash stated by email that

Staley had not been cleared
by the doctor to return to
duty yet.
“He wanted to, but has

restrictions that should be
cleared up and released by
the end of this week,” said
Cash. 
The name of the inmate

that attacked Staley has not
been released. 
Suwannee CI is located

seven miles east of Live
Oak off US 90. Established
in 2009, the facility houses
adult males with a staff of
724 and maximum inmate
capacity of 1,505 in the an-
nex and work camp. 

DOC: Officer stabbed
at Suwannee CI
Continued From Page 1A

Harris told the board
they have been working
diligently trying to get the
permits and trying to get
the designs finished and
that every effort is being
made to expedite the per-
mitting process.
“We don’t have all of the

plans completed, but there
is work that can be done
right now,” Harris said.
“This is going to be a very,
very difficult challenge to
try to complete these ponds
in 30 days.”
Harris said the board

needed to decided if they
wish to advertise for bids
or if they prefer to use the
contractor that’s already in
place and piggy back on
their work and move for-
ward.
Board Chairman Wesley

Wainwright asked Harris if
there is relevance in getting
these storm water ponds
done as quickly as possible. 
Harris said the ponds

would need to be construct-
ed before the pipes could

be constructed. 
“You don’t put pipes all

in and then try to build a
pond to catch the water,”
Harris said.
Commissioner Clyde

Fleming said time is of the
essence. 
“If we bid it out, and

we’re looking at 30 days, if
we come back in two
weeks, It’s very obvious
time is not on our side,”
said Fleming.
“The final review on

their building plans are be-
ing wrapped up and they’re
going to be issued a build-
ing permit very quickly,
probably the first of (this)
week, so they can start con-
struction. We need to make
a decision now,” Harris
said.
The board voted 4-1,

Commissioner Ricky Gam-
ble Jr. voting against, to
grant the change order for
JB Coxwell to begin work
immediately. The change
order will be in the amount
of $1,629,031.

for the city to budget re-
placement of the expended
amount as well as addition-
al funds to ensure sufficient
emergency coverage. This
will certainly be discussed
during the budget process.”
Parkhurst said the city

was financially prepared
for a disaster such as TS
Debby.
“The city contracted with

a firm to act as project
manager for storm damage,
as well as interface with
FEMA. This firm had ex-
perience with numerous
cities, towns and counties
who were damaged during
Katrina and other disasters
in the southeast. Their rep-
resentative was surprised to
learn the city had sufficient
funds available to pay for
repairs, without borrowing
from FEMA in advance of
actual expenditures,”
Parkhurst said. 
“He had never worked

with a customer that had
the financial strength we
have. The delayed draw of
funds has enabled the city
to receive FEMA and state
assistance based on actual
expenditures, as opposed to
estimates, as well as assure
compliance with FEMA re-
quirements. Avoiding po-
tential audit issues in the
future, such as those expe-
rienced by Lake Wales, is a
far healthier financial
plan. Council has main-
tained close guard of city
funds to ensure a financial-
ly healthy environment and
will no doubt continue to
plan accordingly.”

As a result of Debby,
FEMA obligated more than
$2.8 million for public as-
sistance projects in Suwan-
nee County which include
roads and other infrastruc-
ture. 
To date, Parkhurst said

the cost to the city for dam-
ages by TS Debby has been
$2.2 million. 
“Of that amount, FEMA

and SERT (State of Flori-
da emergency team), are
reimbursing 75 percent
and 12.5 percent, respec-
tively,” said Parkhurst.
“To date, the city has ex-
pended $1,560,000 with
an additional $622,000 of
projects to be completed.
We have received approx-
imately $620,000 in reim-
bursements. FEMA's
commitment to the city is
to reimburse 75 percent of
costs associated with the
storm and the state con-
tributes 12.5 percent. The
balance is the city's re-
sponsibility.”
FEMA spokesperson

Mary Olsen said in Suwan-
nee County, more than 980
disaster survivors have re-
ceived more than $6.2 mil-
lion in disaster assistance
from FEMA.
The Small Business Ad-

ministration approved more
than $5.8 million for disas-
ter assistance loans for 117
residents and nine business-
es. The disaster loan helped
homeowners, renters and
businesses cover any repair
or rebuilding costs not cov-
ered by private insurance or
cover disaster-related dam-

age costs that exceeded the
initial estimate.
A flood on this scale has-

n’t been seen in this area
since Hurricane Dora
flooded Live Oak in 1964.
The chances of another
storm impacting the county
like TS Debby did is possi-
ble. 
The rule of thumb is that

every dollar spent on pre-
paredness saves $4 in re-
covery costs, according to a
report by the National Insti-
tute of Building Sciences’
Mutihazard Mitigation
Council, which others con-
firm. That’s $4 taxpayers
won’t have to spend.
When TS Debby struck

Live Oak, it left over $3
million in damages to
homes and businesses. 
However, the Suwannee

County Long-term Recov-
ery Committee was only
given $65,000 in funding.
Currently, there are about
200 homes in Suwannee
County that have immedi-
ate needs.
SCLRC is currently

working with Hammers and
Hearts, a non-profit organi-
zation, to help those in the
county who are still on the
path to recovery. The orga-
nization arranges for volun-
teer groups to come in and
serve the people of the
county by demolishing or
repairing houses that were
damaged by the storm.
(Search ‘Invisible disaster’
at suwanneedemocrat.com
for a related story.)
Through Hammers and

Hearts, homeowners are

spared from having to pay
labor costs, which accord-
ing to Hammers and Hearts
Founder Ben Tarpley, is 60
percent of the cost. The
SCLRC will work with in-
surance companies to cover
the cost of supplies. If the
individual does not have in-
surance, the organization
will pull from their bank of
donations to pay for the
needed materials. 
To many, Live Oak is

known as the “Invisible dis-
aster,” Tarpley said. 
“When you drive by,

from just a glimpse of
things, everything looks
fine, but, when you start
walking and looking into
the places that were impact-
ed by the storm, you’ll see
that the impact was great,”
said Tarpley. 
“From a forward looking

point of view, Brent Whit-
man, public works director
and Lane Lucas, Eutaw
Utilities, city engineer, are
working on a Stormwater
Master Plan, funded
through the state of Florida.
It's anticipated completion
date is November 2013,”
said Parkhurst. “The plan is
intended to identify specific
issues, propose solutions
with associated cost and
prioritize in order of overall
impact. Then as funds be-
come available the projects
will be undertaken in order
of priority.”

For related national sto-
ries visit the section “Are
we ready?”, on the home-
page at suwanneedemoc-
rat.com.
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Heritage Park and Gardens

Grand opening draws hundreds
Here are more photos from the Saturday event that drew hundreds. See story, page 1A.

The ribbon was cut by Live Oak Mayor Sonny Nobles. 

Kids loved the bounce houses at the park.

A couple of Live Oak Police officers.

Local art on display. 

Folks wait for the mansion tour. 

Folks gathered to witness the ribbon cutting. The mansion can be seen in the background. 

The Live Oak Fire and Police Departments were on hand. 

Suzanne Marcil in the art barn.

Irv Chance, a local blaksmith, demonstrated his craft.

Jiffy Food Stores gave out free Frisbees for those wanting to try their hand at disc golf. 
Staff photos
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Former Live Oak CRA Director Shannon Ventry was on hand at the information booth. 

County Commissioner Ricky Gamble Jr. gives his daughter a piggy back ride. 

Kids crafts.

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission showed off this two-year-old alligator
they captured at a lake at PotashCorp in White Springs.

Cathy Willson paints a portrait of the grounds and mansion. 

Marilyn Jones was instrumental in making Heritage Park and Gardens a reality. 

Live Oak Councilman Keith Mixon talks to the crowd.

Local cheerleaders showed off their moves. Staff photos

Heritage Park and Gardens
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2007 INFINITI M35

2011 JEEP WRANGLER SPORT 4X4

2009 CHEVY IMPALA 2002 BUICK LESABRE2008 CHEVY IMPALA

2004 FORD T-BIRD CONV.
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2010 FORD SPORT TRAC LTD

2010 CHEVY CORVETTE

2010 HONDA ACCORD LX

2006 FORD MUSTANG GT

2006 VW BEETLE TDI

2002 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER

2008 GMC ACADIA SLT

2009 CHEVY 1500 CREW CAB

2001 VW BEETLE 

2012 FORD MUSTANG

2010 DODGE CHALLENGER R/T

2006 WRANGLER RUBICON 4X4

2002 HONDA CR-V

2008 GMC ACADIA SLT

2005 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB2012 DODGE RAM 1500

1995 CHEVY SUBURBAN

888-304-2277 888-463-6831
801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN   4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA

229-263-7561
8640 US HWY 84 • QUITMAN 

2009 NISSAN ALTIMA 3.5 SE2010 TOYOTA COROLLA

2009 CHEVY TRAVERSE

2008 TOYOTA SIENNA

2007 CHEVY TAHOE LT

2008 JEEP LIBERTY LIMITED

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY

2010 FORD F-150 CREW 4X4

2010 DODGE RAM 1500 CREW

2011 LEXUS IS 2502003 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE

2006 CHRYSLER PACIFICA2012 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS

2008 CHEVY COLORADO CREW 4X4

2011 HONDA CR-V

2005 FORD EXPLORER LTD

2009 DODGE JOURNEY

2001 CHEVY MONTE CARLO

2006 CHEVY AVALANCHE 4X4

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA

2008 DODGE 2500 QUAD 

2010 CHEVY 1500 LT CREW

2012 WRANGLER SPORT2008 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

2009 DODGE CHALLENGER R/T

2005 CHRYSLER 3001999 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX GT

2011 JEEP WRANGLER 4X4

2001 CHEVY TAHOE

2005 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LTD

2007 GRAND CARAVAN SXT2009 GRAND CARAVAN

2010 FORD MUSTANG GT

1999 HONDA  ACCORD

2002 NISSAN MAXIMA

1999 JEEP CHEROKEE

2009 SATURN VUE REDLINE

2011 DODGE 2500 CREW 4X4 2009 DODGE 1500 CREW

2011 CHEVY 2500 HD LT CREW 4X4

1999 CHEVY VENTURE

2002 GMC SIERRA 2500HD

2009 HYUNDAI SANTA FE LTD

2005 BMW X5 2004 KIA SEDONA

2009 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

2004 DODGE DURANGO SLT

2004 MERCURY MOUNTAINEER

2011 CHEVY 1500 CREW LT

2009 CHRYSLER 300C

2011 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

2012 JEEP WRANGLER 4X4

2004 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB2010 DODGE RAM 1500 CREW

2007 JEEP WRANGLER 4X4

2012 CHEVY CAMARO 2011 CHEVY CAMARO
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SPORTSSPORTS
Boss wins state

Staff

Suwannee High School junior
Logan Boss won the state title in
the high jump at the FHSAA 2A
Outdoor State Finals. 
According to Suwannee Ath-

letics, Logan’s jump of 5’6” se-
cured Suwannee’s first individual
state title in girls track since
1987. 
In addition, Logan placed fifth

in the girls 300 meter hurdles. 
Congratulations, Logan!

First individual state
title for SHS girls track
since 1987.

Logan Boss in her high jump.

Logan Boss with both her medals from the 2A Outdoor State Finals and coach Eric Ro-
driguez, left. 

From left: Tom Boss, Riley Boss, Logan Boss and Amber Boss.
Courtesy photos 

District title captured 

Submitted 

The Suwannee High School Bulldogs
baseball team traveled to Wakulla on
Thursday night and won the District 2-
5A championship by a score of 13-10
over the War Eagles.  With the win, the
Bulldogs will now host the Gulf Breeze
Dolphins tomorrow, at 7 p.m. in the re-
gional quarterfinals at Booster Field
here in Live Oak.  
In the game at Wakulla, the Bulldogs

trailed 9 to 3 after four innings of play,
but rallied with four runs in the fifth in-
ning and six more in the sixth inning to
take a 13 to 9 lead.  Wakulla answered
with a run in the seventh, but it wasn't
enough as Suwannee earned the right to
host the first round of regional play by
winning the district tournament. 
The Bulldogs racked up 11 hits, drew

seven walks, one hit batsman, and a
Wakulla error in scoring in four differ-
ent innings.  
Leading the way at the plate was start-
ing pitcher Cody Gamble with a perfect
four-for-four night at the plate. He also
scored twice and drove home a pair of
runs. Second baseman Dustin Driver
had two hits and scored three runs, and
centerfielder Trey Owen had a base hit,
two runs scored, three runs-batted-in
(one a bases loaded walk in the sixth

that tied the game), and a stolen base.
Leftfielder Wyatt Jackson had a base
hit, two runs scored, drove home a pair
of runs, and stole a base, and catcher
Braxton Hicks had a big two-out, two-
run single in the fifth that got the Bull-
dogs within a run of the War
Eagles.  First baseman Will Shanahan
hit a bases-loaded double that put the
Bulldogs ahead to stay in the sixth in-
ning, and also scored a run. Third base-
man Josh Lessman contributed a two-
out single in the sixth inning that drove
home a run, and shortstop Parker
Stephens scored a pair of runs on a walk
and hit-by-pitch.  
Trey Owen picked up the win on the

mound in relief of Cody Gamble, toss-
ing three innings with six strikeouts. It
was the fifth win of the year for Owen.
Gamble started and pitched three in-
nings with three strikeouts, and Dustin
Driver pitched the seventh and recorded
a strikeout.
Coach Terry Mixon stated, "We

played a game that didn't look very
promising from the outset as we dug
ourselves a hole early on, but our guys
showed a lot of fight and determination
and came up with some big hits in some
key situations late in the game.  We had

With the win, the Bulldogs baseball team will
now host the Gulf Breeze Dolphins on
Thursday, May 2, at 7 p.m. in the regional
quarterfinals at Booster Field here in Live Oak.  

Cody Gamble pitches in a recent game.         - Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)SEE DISTRICT TITLE, PAGE 3B

District champs thrice 

The Melody Wildcats baseball team and coaches with their district championship trophy following Friday’s game. Laying
is Derek Johnson. Kneeling from left is: Branson Skierski, Taylor Deas, Alfred Deas, Tyler Jerkins, Clint Brown, David Duck-
wiler and Phil Townsend. Standing from left: Coach Daniel Choice, Zack Medearis, Sean Beegle, Trevor Barker, Dwain
Worthey, Dylan Jerkins, Ben Perez and coach Harvey Williams.   - Photo: Rosalind Howard 

Melody Wildcats baseball
shuts-out Hamilton County 
to secure title.
Staff

The Melody Christian
Academy Wildcats baseball
team shut-out Hamilton
County Friday night to se-
cure the District 5-1A title. 
Melody defeated the

Hamilton County Trojans
11-0 in five innings behind
senior Derek Johnson’s five
hit shutout. Johnson struck
out six batters in the five in-
ning contest. Senior short-
stop Zack Medearis was
sensational in the field with
several sparkling plays at
shortstop. Offensively,
Johnson paced the Wildcats
with two extra base hits
and five RBI’s. Senior

catcher Alfred Deas added
two base hits and a run
scored. 
Winning team totaled 10

hits on the night. 
“We played well and got

good tempo from Johnson
on the mound and put to-
gether a couple nice in-
nings offensively,” said
coach Harvey Williams. 
This is Melody’s third

straight year as district
champions under the
coaching expertise of
Williams. 
The Wildcats will host

Bronson on Tuesday, May
7, at 4 p.m. in a regional

SEE CHAMPS, PAGE 2B
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SPORTS

 804163

 127 Howard Street E., Live Oak, FL Phone: 386-362-4539 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478 Se Habla Espanol
 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 ALMOST AN ACRE.  Conveniently located to Dowling Park. $12,500. Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-8067 MLS#81012
 NORTHWOOD ACRES....  0.67 ac. paved road, scattered trees, perfect spot to build,  just off SR-51, close to shopping & s chools, $13,000.  Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244, MLS#83046
 JUST REDUCED  9 acres priced at just $19,900. Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498. MLS#78713
 PRICED TO SELL.  Several 5 acre lots to choose from. Located on CR 49 in Live Oak. Ready for your home or modular ho me. Owner will  finance. Starting at $20,000. Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#83062
 $57,000-  Frame house in Wellborn with 2 acres for your horse, convenient to Live Oak and Lake City. Needs som e TLC. Sylvia Newell, 386-590- 2498 MLS#83291
 NICE  28+ wooded acres. Close to Live Oak. Lots of wildlife. Great for hunting or homesite. Completely fen ced. $94,000. Irvin Dees, 386-208- 4276. MLS#78348
 COMMERCIAL BUILDING  on US Hwy 90 East in Lee, Fl. Ready for just about anything. 1,800sq.ft. A must see. $115,000. Ric  Donovan, 386- 590-1298 for an appointment. MLS#79136

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 LOCATED  on a newly paved road! Well maintained home with gas  fireplace, above ground pool, two storage buildings and a 45’x75’  barn. Completely fenced. Asking $58,900. MLS#82999
 WELL KEPT  3/2 home with Hard wood floors, an expansive master  suite that has surround sound, french doors to small back deck.  $66,000 William Golightly, 386-590-6681 MLS#83642

 3/2 DWMH  with 1780+ sq.ft. FP, kit. designed for the cook. Above  ground pool and a large outbuilding complete w/living quarters that would  make a great man-cave. $99,500. Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 MLS#82409

 24 ACRES-  Older 3/2 DWMH, front porch full length of MH. Open  floor plan, inground pool (needs TLC), huge pole barn. Handicap  access. $99,000. Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-8067. MLS#82998
 RIVERFRONT:  114 ft., 2/2, 1,156 sq. ft. completely furnished, shop/ storage, large covered porch, deck at river w/steps leading to sandy  shoreline, $155,000. Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244  MLS#83114

 FOXBORO S/D-  1,700+ sq.ft, 3/2 home is in tip top shape. The grounds  are serene with country living atmosphere. Great home with a great with a  great price. $169,000. Sherrel McCall, 386-688-7563 MLS#83604

 REDUCED-  Log home w/all cypress walls, solid maple kitchen  cabinets, whole house generator, Garage, shed, & Access to private  airpark $189,000. Anita Handy, 386-208-5877 MLS#82629
 MOVE IN READY-  24x36 barn with 3 stalls, 12x24 & 24x24 run in  sheds in 4 paddock. Established pasture. 23 is wooded w/granddaddy  oaks. $313,500. David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#82305

 35 ACRES  w/3,000+sq.ft. 4/3.5 ranch style home w/3 car garage,  pole barn, equipment barn, full basement, & mature pecan orchard.  $400,000. David Mincey 386-590-0157, MLS# 82968

 HORSE  RANCH  GORGEOUS

District champs thrice 

The seniors on the team along with the coaches. From left: Coach Harvey Williams, Zack Medearis, Sean Beegle, Derek
Johnson, Alfred Deas and coach Daniel Choice. Not pictured, Steffon Breedlove.   - Photo: Rosalind Howard 

semi-final game. 
“We are very excited to be hosting a state playoff game

on our home field,” said Williams. “We have been in this
position the last two years. Our kids understand what’s at
stake. We will be ready for the challenge.”
Williams said they are very proud of the five seniors

who have meant so much to the program: Zack Medearis,
Derek Johnson, Sean Beegle, Alfred Deas and Steffon
Breedlove.

Against Branford 
The Melody Wildcats defeated Branford 3-0 in the Dis-

trict 5-1A semi-final. Junior David Duckwiler and senior
Sean Beegle combined on a two hit shutout for the Wild-
cats. Duckwiler picked up his fifth win while Beegle
earned his second save of the season. 
Offensively, Beegle led the Wildcats going three for for

with a run scored. Juniors Tyler Jerkins and Trevor Bark-
er chipped in with two hits each. 
“This was the game we had to have,” said coach Harvey

Williams. “It assures us a spot in the state playoffs. This is
our goal each and every year.”

Continued From Page 1B
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 MARIE LEE REALTY
 Joan Radford, Realtor

 386-208-5267
 Marie Lee, Broker

 386-688-3351

 VERY NICE!  4 bd, 2 bth 
 in town. So many upgrades, 
 looks nearly new inside. 
 Above ground pool with 
 decking. Hot tub. Enjoy 
 living here! $124,900 
 MLS#83341

 1003 W. Howard St/90 West • Live Oak, FL
 office: 386-364-2828

 FEATURED HOME

 LAND
 Nearly 10 acres nice rolling land with cedar, oaks and others for 

 homesite. Priced to sell $31,500

 4  cleared  acres in Gill Ranch facing 104th St. with a few trees for 
 homesite. Homes and Mobile Homes ok. Drastically Reduced $30,000 

 $20,000. MLS#83434
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SPORTS

 To place an ad on this page, please call Brenda at 386-362-1734 Ext. 109

 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 783
926

˙

 CAPTION: Despite their beauty, spring flowers often trigger allergy season.

 Millions of people across the globe suffer from allergies, many of which rear their ugly heads 
 during the spring season. Such a reality can quickly spoil the excitement of the nice weather.
 Although there is no cure for allergies, individuals who do suffer from allergies have a host of 
 treatment options at their disposals. Some are over-the-counter medications while others 
 require prescriptions. Each type of medication works differently, and allergy sufferers may find 
 it interesting and beneficial to understand the different ways some of the more common allergy 
 treatments work.

 Antihistamines
 Some of the more well-known over-the-counter antihistamines include Benadryl, Claritin and 
 Zyrtec. Prescription antihistamines include Clarinex and Livostin.
 When an allergy sufferer is exposed to an allergen, cells within the body’s immune system 
 release a substance called histamine, which then attaches to receptors in the blood vessels as 
 well as additional receptors. As a result, the blood vessels enlarge and histamine’s attachment 
 to other receptors causes swelling, itching, changes in secretions, and redness. However, when 
 an allergy sufferer takes an antihistamine, the medication blocks the histamine receptors, 
 preventing the symptoms in the process.
 Though antihistamines are effective, they can also cause drowsiness. Allergy sufferers should 
 look for non-sedating antihistamines, which may require a prescription.

 Decongestants
 Some of the more recognizable decongestants are Visine eye drops, Sudafed tablets or liquid, 
 and Zyrtec-D. Each of these is an over-the-counter decongestant. Prescription decongestants 
 like Claritin-D are often combination medications, which means they contain both an 
 antihistamine and a decongestant. 
 When an individual is having an allergic reaction, the tissues in the nose swell as a result of 
 contact with the allergen. This swelling results in fluid and mucous production, and swelling in 

 the blood vessels of the eyes also 
 occurs, which causes the redness of 
 the eyes many allergy sufferers 
 experience during spring. 
 Decongestants work by shrinking the 
 swollen nasal tissues and blood 
 vessels. This helps relieve the swelling, 
 mucous secretion, redness, and 
 congestion.
 Many allergy sufferers prefer nasal 
 sprays and eye drops to relieve 
 symptoms. However, such 
 medications, which often require a 
 prescription, can only be used for a 
 few days. Use beyond a few days can 
 actually make allergy symptoms 
 worse.
 Not all men and women can use 
 decongestants to relieve their allergy symptoms. That’s because decongestants may raise blood 
 pressure, essentially making them off limits to those who already have high blood pressure. 
 Additional potential side effects of decongestants are insomnia, irritability and restricted urinary
 flow. When considering a decongestant to relieve allergy symptoms, men and women should 
 consult their physician before buying any products.

 Steroids
 Thanks to professional sports, many people shudder at the mere mention of the word 
 “steroids.” However, steroids used to treat allergies are corticosteroids and not the anabolic 
 steroids athletes use to build muscle. Steroids used to treat allergies can be nasal (Flonase, 
 Nasonex), inhaled (Flovent, Alvesco), eye drops (Alrex and Dexamethasone), or oral 
 (Prednisone).
 Steroids work by reducing inflammation and swelling. Steroids can be highly effective in treating 
 allergies, and work for seasonal and year-round allergies as well as skin allergies. When 
 prescribed a steroid to treat an allergy, it’s important for men and women to continue to take 
 the medication daily as directed, even if the symptoms of the allergy have disappeared. This can 
 be as long as two weeks.
 Though highly effective, steroids do come with significant side effects. When taken orally, short-
 term steroid use can cause weight gain, high blood pressure and fluid retention, while long-
 term use can result in muscle weakness, bone-thinning osteoporosis and even diabetes. When 
 taking inhaled steroids, men and women might suffer from coughing, hoarseness or even 
 develop a yeast infection in their mouth.
 Even though spring is commonly referred to as allergy season, men and women have a host of 
 allergy treatment options to try. Before committing to any treatment, it’s best for a person to 
 examine each option to determine which is the best fit for him or her.  

 Understanding Allergy Treatments

 804138˙

Wyatt Jackson bats for Suwannee.  - Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

District title captured 
some really good at-bats,
made their pitchers throw a
lot of pitches, and drew a
couple of huge bases-
loaded walks that put us
back in the game. Then
came the base hits with
runners in scoring position

that put us in the lead. It
was a very exciting win as
the last two innings of the
game saw some players re-
ally step up and contribute
like they have all year. Our
group of guys are really
looking forward to the re-
gional playoffs, and I think
they will be game ready."

Continued From Page 1B

Swim lessons
Swimming lessons are held Mon-

day through Thursday with Friday
for rain outs. 
Ages are four years and up.
Pre-register now and pay at the

Suwannee Parks & Recreation of-
fice at 1201 Silas Drive, Live Oak,
or online at www.suwanneeparksan-
drecreation.org.

Session
Early Bird I 5/28-6/6
5:45-6:30 p.m.

Summer I 6/10-6/20
9-9:45 a.m.
5:45-6:30 p.m.

Summer II 6/24-7/5
9-9:45 a.m.
5:45-6:30 p.m.

Summer III 7/15-7/25
9-9:45 a.m.
5:45-6:30 p.m.

Swim Team
Ages 5-10 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Ages 11-18 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Must be able to swim the length

of pool without stopping.

Practice/try-outs start May 14.
Fees are due by June 1.* 
Swimsuit and accessories are ex-

tra. 
Family Swim
$2 entrance fee
Fridays: 6:30-8 p.m.
Must be with a parent or adult

family member. 

Public Swim
$2 entrance fee
Pool hours for June 8-Aug. 16
Monday-Friday: 12 p.m. - p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

(closes for lunch)
(reopens at) 1 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Tennis Camp
June 11, 12, 13 and June 18, 19

and 20
Fee for all six lessons*
9-10 a.m. at John Hale Park tennis

courts
Ages seven and up
Register at the tennis courts
Tennis pro - Bob Palmer, 386-

362-3002

* Call Parks & Recreation for fee
amounts. Or visit www.suwan-
neeparksandrecreation.org.

2013 Summer Programs
Suwannee Parks & Recreation



WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2013PAGE 4B � SUWANNEE DEMOCRAT/LIVE OAK

Classifieds
North Florida

Place a classified: Call 386-362-1734 or toll free 1-800-525-4182
or fax 386-364-5578 Hours are M-F 8 am - 5 pm • closed Sat. & Sun.

Reaching 14,100 households each week

 784025

 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

 801442

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 04-29-13 - 05-03-13

 East  Tennessee. FORECLOSURE  AUCTION. May 11, 10:30  AM. Furrow Auction Co.  1-800-4FURROW.  www.furrow.com  TN Lic.  #62

 Train to become  a Medical Office Assistant.  NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!  Online training gets you  Job ready ASAP. HS  Diploma/GED & PC/ Internet needed!   (888)374-7294

 . $0.03 Enhanced  Quarterly Bonus. Daily or Weekly Pay, Hometime  Options. CDL-A, 3  months OTR exp. 800- 414-9569 www.driveknight.com

 Learn to  drive for US Xpress! Earn  $700 per week! No  experience needed! Local  CDL Traning. Job ready in  15 days! (888)368-1964

 loaded. $1000 sign  on to Qualified drivers. 

 Home most weekends.  Call: (843)266-3731 /  www.bulldoghiway.com .  EOE

 –  Train for hands on  Aviation Maintenance  Career. FAA approved  program. Financial aid if  qualified – Housing  available CALL Aviation  Institute of Maintenance  866-314-3769

 – TRAIN  ONLINE FOR ALLIED  HEALTH AND MEDICAL  MANAGEMENT. JOB  PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE.  COMPUTER AND  FINANCIAL AID IF  QUALIFIED. SCHEV  AUTHORIZED. CALL 888- 203-3179  WWW.CENTURAONLINE.C OM
 –  Train for hands on  Aviation Maintenance  Career. FAA approved  program. Financial aid if  qualified – Housing  available CALL Aviation  Institute of Maintenance  866-314-3769

 Medical, *Business, * Criminal Justice, * Hospitality. Job placement  assistance. Computer and  Financial Aid if qualified.  SCHEV authorized. Call 

 800-443-5186  www.CenturaOnline.com

 Train to be a professional  truck driver in ONLY 16  DAYS! The avg. truck driver  earns $700+/wk*! Get  CDL Training @ NFCC/ Roadmaster! Approved for Veterans  Training. Don’t Delay, Call  Today! 866-467-0060  *DOL/BLS 2012

 – America’s top  satellite provider!   DIRECTV Plans starting at  $29.99/mo for 12  months after instant  rebate.  Get the best in  entertainment. 800-253- 0519

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

Job Hunting?
Find It In The 

Classifieds

LOOKING FOR A 
NEW HOME 

FIND IT IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS TODAY!
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Calendar of Events
Haven Hospice

DATE: 6 PM, Tuesday, May 14, 2013
CONTACT: Chaplain Donna Carlile, Haven Hospice,

Lake City Office, 386-752-9191
Spring Love and Remembrance Butterfly Memorial
Tuesday, May 14, 6 PM
Suwannee Valley Care Center Community Room
6037 West US Highway 90
Lake City, FL  32055
Please join us as we celebrate the lives of those who

have touches us so deeply.  Attendees are encouraged to
bring pictures and mementos of loved ones that can be
placed on our Table of Memories.  We provide this ser-
vice at no charge and anyone in the community who has
lost someone is invited.  For more information, please
contact our Lake City office at 386.752.9191.

Surrey Place Care Center
Gospel Jam

Saturday, May 4th, 2013
3:00 – until
Community Churches 
will gather to share
Song & Praise
Under the Oaks
Bring a lawn chair and enjoy
Donations will fund Resident Activities
Call Teri Christian
386-364-5961 
For more information

Free public education meeting
The speaker is renowned
Earthjustic attorney, Alisa Coe.
She will do a Powerpoint presentation on the topic

“Stopping slime and Protecting Forida’s Waters”. Date is
Thursday May 9. Time is 7 p.m. Location is Alachua City
Library - 14913 NW 140 St., Alachua.

Class of 1988
25th Reunion

Oct. 11 & 12, 2013
Kenny Gwinn
512-721-9677
CaSonia Williams Martin
386-647-6896

The Branford Camera Club 
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month, with an oc-

casional exception, for the purpose of sharing, learning,
and enjoying all things photographic.  We are an eclectic
group with experiences ranging from complete novice to
consummate professional. 

The Branford Area Inter Church Ministries 
Hosting a National Day of Prayer event at the Branford

Town Hall on Thursday, May 2 at Noon.  Pastors from
around the Branford area and our local town officials will
join with the community as we pray for our government,
schools, military, churches, businesses, media and fami-
lies.   The theme of this year’s National Day of Prayer is
“Pray for America”.  We invite all who call on the name
of Jesus Christ to join us. 
The event will last approximately 30 minutes.

Used books needed
Do you have hard or softcover books that you no longer

need? There might be other folks who would enjoy read-
ing them! The Wellborn Community Library will be host-
ing its semi-annual used book and bake sale during the
Wellborn Blueberry Festival on June 8, but now is the
time when the library (located at the Wellborn United
Methodist Church on Route 137 north of downtown) is
actively soliciting donations of books. 
Organizers hope to have thousands of books available

on many subjects during the daylong sale, but to make
that possible, they are actively soliciting books right now.
It doesn’t matter whether you have a dozen or hundreds
of books, they are needed for resale. Please consider
cleaning out your bookshelves and donating hardbound
or paperback books (books on any subject, fiction and
non-fiction, but no encyclopedias, please!). Books can ei-
ther be dropped at the library (located in the church fel-
lowship hall at 12005 County Road 137 in Wellborn) be-
tween 9 and noon on Tuesdays, or pickup can be arranged
at no cost.
If you have books to donate and would like to have

them picked up, call Wellborn UMC pastor Rev. Dr.
Everett L. Parker at 386-754-8524 or 386-688-1358. Pro-
ceeds from the book and bake sale will benefit the library
and the Wellborn United Methodist Church’s outreach
programs. 

Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc.
Free breakfast & lunch
for ages 60 and older
When: Monday - Friday
Where: Senior Center 
1171 Nobles Ferry Road
Live Oak, Fla. 32064
Time: Breakfast 8:30 - 10 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.
Make reservations for lunch by 9:30 a.m.     386-362-

1164
Master Farmer Program

Florida A&M University, Cooperative Extension Pro-
gram will be hosting its’ 2nd Annual
Master Farmer Program at the Florida A&M Universi-

ty’s Research and Extension Center
in Quincy, FL. Classes will begin for beef cattle pro-

duction and small ruminant production starting on May 3,
2013 through June 8 from 8 a.m. –
5 p.m. (EST). This is a ten day comprehensive training

program will include classes on
marketing, computer basics, governmental programs

for farmers (i.e., USDA) estate
planning, computer basis herd and so much more. This

program is designed for beginning
and advanced small farm families. Registration fees

(early, general and late fees) start at
$25. Fees will cover training materials and meals. For

more information on this event
please contact Angela McKenzie-Jakes at (850)875-

8552
(angela.mckenziejakes@famu.edu) or visit our website

at http://www.famu.edu/goats.
Master Goat and Sheep certification program

Florida A&M University, Cooperative Extension Pro-
gram will be hosting its 7th Annual
Master Goat and Sheep Certification Program at the

Florida A&M University’s Research and Extension Cen-
ter in Quincy. Classes will begin on May 3, 4, 17, 18, and
June 1 from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. (EST). This is a five-day
comprehensive training program will
include classes on marketing, herd health, nutrition and

so much more. This program is
designed for beginning and advanced small ruminant

producers. Registration fees (early, general and late fees)
start at $25 for the non-certification track or $45 for the
certification track. Fees will cover training materials and
meals. For more information on this event please contact
Angela McKenzie-Jakes at (850)875-8552
(angela.mckenziejakes@famu.edu) or visit our website

at http://www.famu.edu/goats.
St. Luke’s Busy Hands for Babies

Saturday May 4, 2013
Yard, bake sale, and handmade table
Yard sale from 7 a.m. - 1 p.m., at St. Luke’s Episcopal

Church, 1391 SW Eleventh St., Live Oak, across from the
Garden Club. The sale will be inside and there will be
many bargains on clothing, books and lots more. At this
sale, there will be several tables of cloths for all you can
get in a bag for $2. Come and see our handmade gift
table. The proceeds buy material and yarn to make items
for two children’s hospital’s in Jacksonville, a church
mission in Jacksonville, Guardian Ad Litem here in Live
Oak and our companion church in Cuba. 
Suwannee County Branch NAACP - Unit #5137
President: Mr. Lesley White
Mailing address: P.O. Box 6105, Live Oak, FL 32064
Telephone: 386-647-7360
Email: al101st@comcast.net
Meetings: First Monday in each month at 6 p.m. Ex.

Bd., 7 p.m. membership meeting
The Sparkleberry Chapter of the Florida Native

Plant Society
Sparkleberry Chapter meetings are held the 2nd Tues-

day of each month, except June, July, and August, at
Hatch Park in Branford.  Please contact Chapter President
Mae Brandt,maebrandt@bellsouth.net, 386-466-0915,
for more information.

Senior Citizens motorcoach tours
Madison Travel & Tours, Madison, Fla. 850-973-6439
Cape Cod & Plymouth June 8-16, 2013
Pigeon Forge & Smoky Mt. Show Trip Oct. 14-18,

2013
Branson Show Extravaganza             Oct. 12 -20, 2013
New York City                                   Dec. 4-12, 2013

Boy Scout Troop 408
Meets on Thursdays from 7-8:30 p.m. at the American

Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., between Live Oak and
McAlpin. Membership is open to boys ages 11-17. Join
us for camping, hiking, canoeing, and many other out-
door activities. 386-209-3480

Cub Scout Pack 408
Meets on Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. at the American Le-

gion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., between Live Oak and
McAlpin. Membership is open to boys ages 6-10. Join us
for camping, archery, BB shooting, and many other fun
activities. Parents encouraged to participate. 386-209-
3480

Elks Lodge Bingo
Bingo is every Monday night from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at

the lodge Non Smoking, Kitchen is open serving sand-
wiches, onion rings, etc.

The Arc North Florida
Recycle with us

We recycle: Name brand ink cartridges and laser car-
tridges, working cell phones w/electric cord, digital cam-
eras - GPS - MP3, laptops.
For more info on how you can help The Arc recycle

products please call 386-362-7143 Ext. 5.
supporting adults with intellectual & developmental

disabilities in Suwannee, Hamilton, Lafayette, Columbia
& Baker Counties.

The Wellborn United Methodist Church 
Located at 12005 CR 137 in downtown Wellborn.

From Live Oak and points west, travel east on U.S. 90 to
the blinker light at CR 137. Turn left and go about a mile,
crossing the railroad tracks. The church is located about a
quarter mile north of the tracks on the left (look for
signs). From Lake City and points east, travel west on
U.S. 90 to the blinker light at CR 137 and turn right. 

The Suwannee Chapter of the 
Florida Trail Association

Monthly meetings on the second Monday of the month,
September through June, at the Suwannee River Water
Management District Office, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak,
from 7 to 9 p.m. (The office is located on the corner of US
90 and CR 49, 2 miles east of Live Oak.)The Suwannee
Chapter of the Florida Trail Association develops, main-
tains, protects and promotes many miles of the Florida
National Scenic Trail, including the Econfina, Ellaville
and Big Oak Trails. Founded in 1993, the chapter serves
Dixie, Columbia, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, Taylor
and Suwannee Counties. Monthly meetings provide in-
formation on a wide variety of topics pertaining to nature,
ecology, wildlife of the area, photography, etc.  The pub-
lic is cordially invited to join us for our monthly meetings
as well as hiking/paddling activities throughout the
year.Contact Chapter Chair, Sylvia Dunnam, 386-362-
3256 or by e-mail at: dunnams@windstream.net, for
more information on the association or the monthly pro-
gram. You may also visit the web site at: www.suwan-
nee.floridatrail.org or www.meetup.com/Suwannee-FTA
for a calendar of activities.

Suwannee County Bassmasters
Do you enjoy bass fishing?
Are you the competitive type?
Do you enjoy associating with other fisherman?
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Thurs. of each

month at Huddle House in Live Oak, US 129 and Inter-
state 10.
The club fishes on the Sat. following the Thurs. meet-

ing at various N. Fla. locations.
Come to our next meeting or call for details Mike John-

son 386-688-4780 or Robert Dees 386-688-0978.

Antioch Baptist Church
“Stars Widow Group”

Every 4th Thurs. of each month at 10:30 a.m. 5203 CR
795 Live Oak, Fla. 32060  386-362-3101

Recovery By The Numbers group of 
Narcotics Anonymous 

Meets Wed and Friday at 7:30 p.m. at St. Luke's Epis-
copal Church, 1391 11th St. S.W. Live Oak 386-249-
3505 or Help Line # 866-352-5323, http://uncoastna.org
Recovery by the numbers is not affiliated with St. Lukes

Travel baseball team
North Florida River Rats 10u and 11u Travel baseball
team is looking for players. If interested, please contact 
Jamie Allbritton @ 386- 209-0166
Aluminum can recycle to help save the cats

Save the Cats of Live Oak. 
Please help us help them. Save your aluminum for re-

cycling. Recycle trailer located in vacant lot next to Dairy
Queen. Donations of kitty food, wet food, litter and mon-
ey to help with expenses can be taken to Thrift Store, 303
East Howard Street, next to Suwannee Democrat. We
need your help to help them. Spay, neuter, medications,
food, litter and money contributions. We are a non-profit
group 501C3 being applied for.  For more information,
call Barney at 386-364-1006.
Suwannee Democratic Executive Committee meeting
Suwannee DEC will meet on the second Thursday of

every month at 7 p.m. at Live Oak City
Hall, 101 White Ave., Live Oak, FL 32064.

Save the Cats Live Oak
Volunteers needed!

T.N.R. campaign to save Live Oaks ferrel cats has been
started. Ferrel and stray cats will be trapped, neutered and
returned to where they were trapped. All kittens & friend-
ly cats will be adopted out.
Donations needed: Cat food, wet & dry, money for neu-

tering, traps, carriers, cages, food & water containers etc.
Anyone interested in helping in any way please contact
Barney at 386-364-1006 or Ray Cobb 386-688-0036.
Donations needed for Save the Cats of Live Oak
Food barrels for donations of wet & dry food as well as

litter are located at Tractor Supply (Lake City and Live
Oak) Winn-Dixie, Dollar General Stores, Freds, Down-
town Cafe & Big Wheel Market Place. Other items need-
ed include $ for spay & neuter, blankets, totes, towels,
building supplies, services of a carpenter. Please call for
additional info 386-364-1006. Non-profit 501C3 being
applied for.

Save the cats Live Oak
Special kittens adoption have several beautiful, cud-

dley kittens, male & females all have been spay &
neutered, checked for FIV, lukemia and rabies shots. Spe-
cial donation rate $30. To have these things done at a vet
clinic would cost over $100. We are a 501-C3 non-profit
reserve. Also need donations of kitten food, dry food and
tidy cats litter. Bring donations to Big Wheel Market
Place,  317 W. Howard St or Downtown Cafe, Tractor
Supply or Freds. Call for additional information Barney
386-364-1006.

TOPS Fl #0662
We would like to invite everyone that has a little or a

lot of weight to lose, to come visit us. TOPS is a weight
loss support group. We strive to help each other through
out our meetings. We have different programs such as
stress eating, the buffet, portion control, exercise, med-
ications that can cause weight gain, and more. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly is an organization that supports you
while striving to meet your goal wight, as well as after
meeting your goal, and you are working to maintaining
our goal. TOPS 0662 meets on Thursday mornings at the
First Advent Christian Church, 699 Pinewood Dr., Live
Oak, Fla. We start our weight in at 8 - 8:50 a.m. The
meeting starts at 9 -10 a.m. your first visit is free, so come
and let us support you in your challenge to Take Off
Pounds Sensibly. For more information contact Elaine at
386-364-5537.

Volunteer advocates needed 
Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program needs

volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates who
protect the rights of elders who live in nursing homes, as-
sisted living facilities and adult family care homes.  The
program’s local councils are seeking additional volun-
teers to identify, investigate and resolve residents’ con-
cerns.  Special training and certification is provided. 
All interested individuals who care about protecting the

health, safety, welfare and rights of long-term care facili-
ty residents -- who often have no one else to advocate for
them -- are encouraged to call toll-free 1-888-831-0404
or visit the program’s website at
http://ombudsman.myflorida.com.
Bryan Morgan
Recruitment Manager
Department of Elder Affairs
Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program
988 Woodcock Rd, Suite 198
Orlando, FL 32803
850-510-3920 (cellular)
407-228-7752 (office)
407-228-7754 (fax)
morganb@elderaffairs.org

Navy and Marine Corps
Shipmates who served on the USS Columbus CA-

74/CG-12 from 1944 through 1976 and the USS Colum-
bus (SSN-762) past and present, if you would like to
share memories and camaraderie with old friends and
make new ones, please contact Allen R. Hope, President,
3828 Hobson Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815-4505. 
Home: (260) 486-2221 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Eastern time. 
Fax: 260-492-9771
email: Hope4391@frontier.com

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meetings are held on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at

8 p.m. The meetings are at Nobles Ferry Road next to
Meridian Behavioral Health Center. For more informa-
tion, please call 386-362-4221 or 386-688-3133.

Haven Hospice
Compassionate Friends, a national bereavement orga-

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE 6B
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nization that helps families who have lost a child, is host-
ing a support group at Haven Hospice. The group will
meet the third Monday of every month from 7-9 p.m. at
the Suwannee Valley Hospice Care Center at 6037 US
Highway 90 West. For more information, please call 386-
697-0286 or email findhopetoday@gmail.com  

TOPS FL 798
We know everyone has different hopes and dreams, dif-

ferent health conditions and weight loss goals. TOPS
helps people meet their individual needs through group
support.

However you measure success and whatever you have
to lose, TOPS is here for you. Change take time. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly supports you, no matter how long, even
after you've reached your goal. There is no quick fixes at
TOPS and no phony guarantees about weight loss. It's up
to you and it's a total commitment on your part, but if you
bring the desire, we can help. We meet every Wed. morn-
ing at 10 a.m. at the Community Church of God, 10639
Hwy 129 S, Live Oak, Fla. For more information contact
Dorie at 386-658-2767

Alzheimer's Support Group
First Tuesday of each month at 11 a.m. at Surrey Place

Care Center. 
The Center is located at 110 Lee Ave. SE in Live Oak.
Call Lester Curry at 386-364-5961 for more informa-

tion.
Live Oak Garden Club

Meets on the 3rd Friday of each month,  for a luncheon
and a program for "all gardeners".  The Live Oak Garden
Club is also an ideal location and facility for a wedding
reception, baby shower, family reunion, suitable for any
event up to 100 people. Visit our website at www.liveoak-
floridagardenclub.com or phone Sara at 386-364-4189
for additional information.

Suwannee River Jeep Club & 4X4
SRJC 4X4 is a new off-road club dedicated to Jeeps but

open to other makes of 4X4's. We are looking for mem-
bers that enjoy off-roading activity. We are a family ori-
ented club that have monthly meetings and organize oth-
er activities such as trail rides, camping, mud events and
fundraising events. Please contact Sarah or Cat at
srjc4X4@gmail.com for more info. 386-688-3750

(Sarah). 
Volunteer Opportunity & Meeting Notice

Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program needs
volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates who
protect the rights of elders residing in nursing homes, as-
sisted living facilities and adult family care homes.  The
program’s local councils are seeking additional volun-
teers to identify, investigate and resolve residents’ con-
cerns.  Special training and certification is provided.

All interested individuals 
Who care about protecting the health, safety, welfare

and rights of long-term care facility residents -- who of-
ten have no one else to advocate for them -- are encour-
aged to call toll-free (888) 831-0404 or visit the pro-
gram’s Web site at http://ombudsman.myflorida.com.

Grief recovery is a painful process.  
GriefShare is a weekly video seminar featuring some of

the nation’s foremost experts on grief recovery topics.
Each Wednesday evening seminar is combined with a
grief support group discussion time. GriefShare is held at
FBC Live Oak each Wednesday evening  at 6 p.m.

Volunteers Needed!
Surrey Place Care Center in Live Oak is looking for in-

terested volunteers who would like to share their time and
talents with our senior adults. Volunteers enrich the lives
of our residents and staff by brightening their days in so
many ways!

If you are interested in helping others; if you would like
to experience the gratification and sense of purpose that
comes from working with senior adults with special
needs, then we hope you will accept our invitation to
learn more about the volunteer opportunities we have
available. Surrey Place Care Center welcomes volunteer
involvement in a variety of areas and capacities.

Please join us.
Surrey Place Care Center
Teri Christian, 
Quality of Life Director
386-364-5961
act.surrey@signaturehealthcarellc.com

The Arc North Florida 
Adults with Disabilities Program. Open to Branford

and surrounding adults with intellectual or developmental
disabilities. 

For more information please contact the AWD supervi-

sor Lisa Perry at 386-208-1404 
The McAlpin Community Club 

The Club is located at 9981 170th Terrace in McAlpin,
directly across from the Post Office. Membership fees are
$10.00 per family per year. 

For info call Barbara Parks @ 362-3044 or Debbie
Phillips @ 364-7028

Navy and Marine Corps 
Shipmates who served on the USS Columbus CA-

74/cG-12 from 1944 through 1976 and the USS
COLUMBUS (SSN-762) past and present, if you would
like to share memories and camaraderie with old friends
and make new ones, please contact Allen R. Hope, Presi-
dent, 3828 Hobson Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815-4505.
Home: (260) 486-2221 - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Eastern Time,
Fax: 260-492-9771, email: Hope439@frontier.com.

American Legion Post 107  
Turkey shoot every other Saturday. Take Hwy. 129, six

miles south of Live Oak, turn left at the BINGO sign,
then one mile.

American Legion Post 
Meeting First Thursday of each month at noon. All mil-

itary veterans are invited to join us. Contact Bruce Ward
for information at 386-688-4018. 

Wellborn neighborhood watch   
We meet the last Thursday of each month  at the Blake

Lowe Building on 4th Avenue in Wellborn.  We start with
a social get together at 7 p.m. with a covered dish dinner
and have a  relaxed general  discussion on the events in
the community.   Immediately following dinner we have
an invited speaker to broaden our knowledge of what is
happening in our county.   Each month we have a speak-
er that will be interesting and informative.  Call Ruth
Ford @ 386-963-5334 if you have any questions.

Grief support group 
Meeting weekly at First Baptist Church in Live Oak at

6 p.m. on Wednesdays.  Call 362-1583 for more informa-
tion.  Non-denominational - everyone welcome.
Baptist Men's Meeting at Wellborn Baptist Church
The 2nd Thursday night of every month beginning at

6:30 p.m. the men of Wellborn Baptist Church and their
friends join together to eat and worship together with a
special speaker and music. You are invited to come and

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE 7B
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bring a dessert. The church is located on Highway 90
West between Live Oak and Lake City at the intersection
with Lowe Lake Road in Wellborn, Fla. Call 386-963-
2231 with any questions or visit our website at
www.wellbornbaptist.com.          

Love Forever
Live Oak Church of Christ, 1497 SR 51 (Irvin Ave) will

be open every third Saturday morning of each month for
a clothes closet and food pantry, 10:30 - 12 noon.

The Columbia Federated Republican Women 
Meet the 2nd Monday of each month, 7 p.m., brown

bag dinner & social time at 6:30 p.m.  Currently we meet
in Lake City at the old Guardian ad Litem yellow house
on Duval Street just east of the First Baptist Church and
across from Advanced Auto. We are committed to ad-
vancing the participation of women in all areas of the po-
litical system and are dedicated to encouraging and em-
powering women of all ages and backgrounds.  Visit the
Florida Association's web page at
http://www.ffrw.net/home.html.  Covering North Central
Florida - all women are encouraged to attend and be in-
volved in the political process! For more
info contact President Gayle Cannon:  386-303-2616,

gcannon@atlantic.net
Free meals for seniors

First Baptist Church of Dowling Park. We are a meal
site for the Suwannee River Economic Council. Free
meals are served for seniors over the age of 60 in the
church fellowship hall Monday through Friday from 12
noon to 1 p.m. For more information or to sign up, please
contact us at 386-658-2360.

Volunteer Opportunity & Meeting Notice
Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program needs

volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates who

protect the rights of elders residing in nursing homes, as-
sisted living facilities and adult family care homes.  The
program’s local councils are seeking additional volun-
teers to identify, investigate and resolve residents’ con-
cerns.  Special training and certification is provided. All
interested individuals who care about protecting the
health, safety, welfare and rights of long-term care facili-
ty residents -- who often have no one else to advocate for
them -- are encouraged to call toll-free (888) 831-0404 or
visit the program’s Web site at  HYPERLINK "http://om-
b u d s m a n . m y f l o r i d a . c o m / "
http://ombudsman.myflorida.com. 

Christian Mission In Action Ministry 
Will serve dinners  from 11 a.m. until  1 p.m. second

Saturday of every month at Hale Park Recreation Center
at 105 East Duval St., Live Oak, FL. For information call
Audrey Howell @ 386-364-4560.

Boy Scout Troop 693
Weekly meetings, Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:00 p. m., at the

Church of the Nazarene, 915 Church St., SW.  The troop
goes camping monthly as well as attends winter and/or
summer week-long camps.  The program is for boys who
have completed the 5th grade, or is 11-years old, and un-
til their 18 birthdays.  Adults are welcome to participate
as leaders, committee members and/or merit badge coun-
selors - after passing mandatory background checks.  For
additional information on the Boy Scouting program in
Live Oak, contact the troop’s scoutmaster, Harry Reeve,
386 590-6121, troop693@windstream.net.  

Wellborn Community Association (WCA) 
Meets second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m., at the

Wellborn Community Center, 1340 - 8th Avenue, Well-
born.  For info contact Wendell Snowden, 386-963-1157,
follow us on Facebook, or see www.wellborncommu-
nityassociation.com.  A Blueberry Pancake Breakfast is
held the first Saturday of each month serving blueberry

pancakes, sausage, orange juice and coffee. 
Auxiliary of the American Legion Post 107 

Hosting Wall of Honor. The Auxiliary of the American
Legion Post 107 is hosting a Wall of Honor. If you have
a friend or relative that is currently in active duty of any
of the military branches, we would like to honor him/her
by posting a picture and name on our Wall of Honor. It
will be located in the American Legion main hall on post
107. Please send name, rank and branch of service, along
with current photograph, to Teri Hamilton, Americanism
Committee Chairman, Legion Auxiliary, 12364 146th
Terrace, Live Oak, Fla. 32060. 386-362-7978.

Addiction Support Group
Greater Visions faith-based addictions support group

meets weekly in two locations. Meetings are held on
Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. in Lake City at the Christ Cen-
tral Church building on Sister's Welcome Road. The
group also meets Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in Live
Oak at the Suwannee Coalition office located at 208
North Ohio Ave. This group provides spiritual and emo-
tional support in a non-judgmental setting. Come experi-
ence the freedom from addictions that is found in Christ.
Greater Visions is an outreach of Christ Central but open
to anyone. For more information contact 386-208-1345. 

Senior Luncheon at Wellborn Baptist Church
The 2nd Tuesday of every month beginning at 11, there

is a senior luncheon with a special speaker and music.
Everyone is invited to come and bring a covered dish.
The church is located on Highway 90 West between Live
Oak and Lake City at the intersection with Lowe Lake
Road in Wellborn, Fla. Call 386-963-2231 with any ques-
tions or visit our website at www.wellbornbaptist.com.

Lake Park Line Dancers 
Offer beginner  lessons Tuesdays 1 - 2:15 pm. at Lake

Park United Methodist Church in the Fellowship Hall on
Hwy 41 S. at S. Essa Street. For info call (229)455-2267.

Continued From Page 6B
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