
By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The overall agreement at the March 19 Live Oak
Community Redevelopment Agency meeting at City
Hall was to retain as much of Live Oak’s rich, historic
look as possible. Ideas are being discussed about the
best way to restore the blighted areas, beautify and still
keep the city’s integrity intact. The streets and areas in
question are Tuxedo, Connor and Pine streets in the
downtown area.
CRA member and Live Oak Councilman Keith

Mixon opened discussion by saying he and Live Oak
Development Manager George Curtis have been work-
ing on some ideas.
He said that he also brought Live Oak Public Works

Director Brent Whitman and City Engineer Lane Lucas
in for the discussion to help share their ideas and in-
sight.
“The idea folks is that we take the brick up, recon-

struct the infrastructure under those streets to address
the drainage to help with the flooding issues,” said
Mixon. “Additionally we pave with decorative asphalt
which I think we can afford.”

He said that he also
wanted to have lighting
put in those areas and to
provide parking. 
Mixon said the city

might not have to spend
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By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Arc North Florida held its 15th Annual
Lawnmower Race on Saturday with a great
crowd despite the bad weather. The race was held
in front of John’s Lawn Equipment on US 129
North and was held in conjunction with the
store’s customer appreciation day. 
“We had a wonderful turn out despite the rain,

and of course are grateful to the sponsors and
volunteers that came out to help,” said Develop-
ment Assistant Janet Sampson. 
The races began at 10 a.m., but was delayed

about 30 minutes due to heavy rain and lightning.
Once the race resumed, it was time to determine
who would be the 2013 lawnmower race cham-
pions.
At the end of the day, Hannah’s Homies and

the Suwannee County Tax Collector’s team
Helpful Heart Racers tied as the winning team.
The prize for the top money raiser went to Han-
nah’s Homies, who raised over $2,500 for the
Arc.
“The event was a successful fundraiser, bring-

ing in over $9,500 to help the Arc North Florida
and individuals with disabilities,” said Sampson.
“Every year the event is so much fun and brings
together the community in support of The Arc
North Florida and adults with intellectual and de-

“Every year the event is so much fun and brings together 
the community in support of The Arc North Florida 
and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities.”

Arc North Florida Development Assistant Janet Sampson

LAWNMOWER
RACE FOR ARC

The event was
a successful
fundraiser,
bringing in
over $9,500

Suwannee County Tax Collector’s Office tied for first
place. Ray Cobb, Lorie Stephans, Rosiland Horne and
Sharon Jordan are pictured left to right with their trophy.

Hannah’s Homies tied with the tax collector’s office for
first place and were named the top money raisers. Pic-
tured left to right: Mary Jean Batok, Pam Lake, Terry
Vickers and Mary Pate. See more photos, Page 5A.

At the starting line.                                                                   Photos courtesy of Janet Sampson, the Arc North Florida
By Bryant Thigpen

bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Come out to what is sure to be one of
Suwannee County’s most exciting Easter
events at Melody Church on Saturday,

March 30 as
30,000 plastic
eggs will fall from the
sky for kids to gather
up. The festivities will
begin at 10:30 a.m., with
plenty of food, fun and fellow-
ship, and even a visit from the
Easter bunny.
“Our vision is to bring the

community together and have
a good time,” Pastor Darrin
Baldwin said. “We want to of-

fer a free event to the people and to be a
blessing to this community. And with
30,000 eggs falling from the sky, what
kid wouldn’t want to be there?” he

laughed.
The eggs will actually be dropped from a helicopter,

which should excite kids of all ages. 
The egg drop will take place at about 11 a.m. Chil-

dren ages 0-10, including those with special needs,
will gather at Melody Christian Academy’s soc-
cer field, located on the grounds of the church,
and watch as a helicopter dispenses 30,000
eggs filled with candy and prizes for the chil-
dren to take home and enjoy. 
Melody Church is coordinating the event

and has purchased the eggs and candy.
Children will enjoy fun activities such as bounce

Egg Drop
this
Saturday
at Melody 

30K eggs to rainfrom the sky

All children must

be registered to

participate. 

Visit their 

website at

melodychurch.

com to register.

By Bryant 
Thigpen

bryant.thigpen@

gaflnews.com

A lawsuit filed by
TSS Development
LCC against Suwan-
nee County over the
“through the fence”
airpark has been on-
going since 2010 and
now has been contin-
ued once more. 
The case was pre-

viously scheduled for
a pre-trial hearing on
Feb. 21 and the trial
tentatively set for

Suwannee
Landing
lawsuit
continued
Trial tentatively
set for July 22-25

SEE SUWANNEE,
PAGE 13A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee County Commissioners
voted Tuesday night, March 19,  to settle
a fine that was initiated by a “fairly mi-
nor” injury at the Suwannee County
Mine.
According to County Administrator

Randy Harris, some issues had arose
with the mobile rock crusher at the mine.
Instead of moving the machine to the

“They walk in
with a score sheet,
and they assess the
fine based on their
findings. When I
received the fine, I
immediately
contacted their
office and began contesting the
fine because I highly disagree
with their findings.”

County Administrator 
Randy Harris

County fined over
$30K for mine injury

Improving brick streets,
parking discussed  

SUPPORTING THE ARC

w w w . s u w a n n e e d e m o c r a t . c o m

SEE EGG, PAGE 13A

SEE CRA, PAGE 13A

CRA: Keep historic
Live Oak intact

For more information on how you can help go to arcnfl.com
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Editor’s note: The Suwan-
nee Democrat prints the en-
tire arrest record each week.
If your name appears here
and you are later found not
guilty or the charges are
dropped, we will be happy
to make note of this in the
newspaper when judicial
proof is presented to us by
you or the authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
SCSO-Suwannee County

Sheriff’s Office
LOPD-Live Oak Police

Department
FDLE-Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP-Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC-Florida Wildlife

Commission
DOT-Department of

Transportation
OALE-Office of Agricul-

tural Law Enforcement
P & P-Probation and Pa-

role
USMS-US Marshals Ser-

vice
ATF-Department of Alco-

hol, Tobacco and Firearms
DOC-Department of Cor-

rections 

Mar 20, Eric Darrell
Stratton, 35, 12538 208th
Tr, O'Brien, FL, Loitering
and Prowling, Poss
+20Grms Cannabis, Sell
+20Grms Cannabis, 1st App
PD Appt Per WFW: SCSO-
Woloszyn
Mar 21, Shawn David

Robins, 25, 391 SE Elouise,
Lake City, FL, VOP O/C
Burg Dwelling, Order on
Warrantless Arrest: SCSO-
A. Loston
Mar 21, Stacy Dawn

Belk, 35, 6261 119th Rd Apt
5-D, Live Oak, FL, Unem-
ployment Compensation
Fraud: SCSO- T. Ford
Mar 21, Dwight Theo-

phulis Rolle, 23, 1231 Mer-
ritt St, Altamonte Springs,
FL, FTA-Poss  -20G
Cannabis: SCSO- L. Mc-
Daniel
Mar 21, Nicodemo Barto-

lo Ramirez, 24, Duval
Street, Live Oak, FL, No

Valid DL: SCSO- Woloszyn
Mar 21, Jordan Espen-

ship, 27, 2903 SW
Pinemount Rd, Lake City,
FL, Burglary (Attempted),
Poss of Burglary Tools:
SCSO- B. Shaw
Mar 21, John Jones, 36,

1214 SW Castle Heights Te,
Lake City, FL, Burglary
(Attempted): SCSO- B.
Shaw
Mar 22, Jonathon Adam

Simpson, 32, 6130 284th St,
Branford, FL, Volusia Co-
VOP O/C Child Neglect,
Volusia Co-VOP O/C Poss
of Listed Chemical: SCSO-
T. Roberts
Mar 22, Jamie Wayne

Milton, 26, 4151 288th St,
Branford, FL, Columbia
Co-VOP O/C Grand Theft:
SCSO- Z.D. Clark
Mar 22, Catherine Lauren

Newbern, 36, 9144 226th
St, O'Brien, FL, Exploit of
Disabled Adult, Grand
Theft-2Ct: SCSO- D. Taylor
Mar 23, Ronnie Marcus

Peterson, 21, 1040 Well
Road, Orange Park, FL,
Poss Fraud Admiss Ticket:
SCSO- J. Woloszyn
Mar 24, Lucious Olanzo

Henry, 47, 17091 145th
Road, Live Oak, FL, Agg
Assault, Battery: SCSO- W.
Kelly
Mar 24, Charlie Leon

Camiel, Jr., 24, 302 Maple
St, Live Oak, FL, VOP O/C
Poss  -20G Cann, Cash
Bond Only, 1st App N/PD
Appt WFW: SCSO- B. Kas-
tor
Mar 24, Shane Michael

Westberry, 21, 15947 82nd
Place, Live Oak, FL, Poss
Cannabis -20 Grms, Poss
Drug Paraphernalia
Mar 25, Peter M. John-

son, 75, 1670 181st Rd,
Live Oak, FL, Viol of In-
junction: SCSO- E. Padgett
Mar 25, Quintan Edward

Hines, 21, 1830 Long
Street, Live Oak, FL, Poss
Cocaine W/I  to Sell, Poss -
20 Grams Cannabis, Poss
Drug Paraphernalia, Madi-
son Cty VOP O/C Poss -20
Grams Cannabis: LOPD- J.
Rountree

Arrest Records

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee County
Board of County Commis-
sioners gave the county
administrator the go-ahead
to repair a sinkhole on the
catalyst site at the com-
missioners meeting on
Tuesday night, March 19.
The catalyst site is slated
be home of a state-of-the-
art sawmill that will be
constructed by Klausner
Lumber One LLC.
County Administrator

Randy Harris said when
the county purchased the
property, one of their first
projects was to repair a
sinkhole that was previ-
ously on the premises. 
“It had trees growing in

it, so it looked like it had
to have been there for at
least 75 years,” Harris
said. 
The county spent

$192,000 to repair that
sinkhole.
Then another sinkhole

later formed on the proper-
ty on the westerly side of
the catalyst site.
According to Harris, the

sinkhole was not a product
of Tropical Storm Debby.
“It has to be repaired,”

Harris said. “It’s part of
the agreement with the
company (Klausner) that
we prepare the site for
them, so it has to be done.”
“Compared to the sink-

hole on 140th Street, this
one is fairly minor,” he
said. 
Harris said this sinkhole

is about eight feet wide,
and approximately 14 feet
deep. 
“The engineer conclud-

ed that it did not need
pressure grouting or other
expensive remediation
plans,” said Harris. 
“A geo fabric will be in-

stalled, and then a certain
type of soil with a certain
amount of density will be
installed in 12 inch lifts,”
he said.
Harris anticipates the

“It’s part of the agreement with the company
(Klausner) that we prepare the site for them, 
so it has to be done.”

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR RANDY HARRIS

County sinks more
money in catalyst site

sinkhole can be repaired
for about $49,000.
Due to TS Debby, a

sinkhole formed on 140th
Street that caused the road
to be shut down for quite
some time.
“By far, that was the

largest sinkhole that the
county has been responsi-
ble for,” Harris said. Based
on one of the original esti-
mates, it was projected
that it would cost over $1
million to repair it. How-
ever, Harris said that when
all bills have been paid for
the project, the total will
round out at about
$200,000.

 797214

LOTTERY RESULTS

CASH 3
3/25/13 . . 6,4,8

PLAY 4
3/25/13 . .9,4,7,3

FANTASY 5
3/25/13 . . . . . . . . . . . 11,19,22,24,35
MEGA MONEY. . . . . 4,713,38, MB2
LOTTO . . . . . . . 6,11,13,24,35,53,x5
POWERBALL 17,29,31,52,53,PB31

FloridaFlorida
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2012 Music Center

Student of the Year

Marie Demarais

Marie Demarais the 14-year-old daugh-
ter of Jules and Kathy Demarais of Mayo
was chosen as The Music Center’s 2012
Student of the Year for her outstanding
dedication, constant practice and commit-
ment to excellence with her music. Marie
began violin lessons with Natalie Metzger
Lowe (instructor at The Music Center in

Live Oak) in July of 2010.  She enjoys
practicing and performing with the Suwan-
nee Valley String Players and plays a wide
variety of music including classical,
movie, popular, sacred and much more.
Marie also began piano lessons in 2012
and hopes to continue her musical journey
into college and beyond.Lions gearing up for the fair

Wayne Grotty pressure washes the Lions Club’s concession stand at the fair grounds. 

Gerald Herring in the foreground and Wayne Grotty in the background. - Photos: Homer Scroggin 

Live Oak Lions Club members were
busy cleaning and pressure washing the Li-
ons Club’s concession stand recently in
preparation for the 50th year the club has
been selling hamburgers at the Suwannee

County Fair and Youth Livestock Show.
The sale of hamburgers at this location is
the major fundraiser each year for the club. 

The fair is scheduled for March 29
through April 6. 

Tartan weaver Robert Matthews
Tartan Day each April 6

is a celebration of Scottish
heritage. This is the date
on which the Declaration
of Arbroath was signed in
Scotland in 1320.

On April 4, 2008, Presi-
dent George W. Bush
signed a Presidential
Proclamation making
April 6 National Tartan
Day.  

"Americans of Scottish
descent have made endur-
ing contributions to our
nation with their hard
work, faith and values. On
National Tartan Day, we
celebrate the spirit and
character of Scottish
Americans and recognize

their many contributions
to our culture and our way
of life," said Bush. 

Robert Matthews of
O'Brien will be at the
Suwannee River Regional
Library on April 6 from 1 -
3:30 p.m. in honor of Tar-
tan Day. He will be

dressed in a hand woven
Scottish kilt, the design of
which represents his fami-
ly. There will be a display
of different Tartan designs
and other items that Mr.
Matthews has woven. He
will be available to answer
questions.

Jukebox Oldies 

Set aside Friday, March
29, wear your best red-
neck attire and come help
cheer on your favorite
couple to win The Ulti-
mate Redneck Wedding
Game Show at The Spirit
of the Suwannee Music
Park (SOSMP) in Live
Oak. Plan to spend the
weekend and attend Sat-
urday night, March 20,
when Jukebox Oldies will
be in the house to per-
form your favorite oldies’
music.

The Ultimate Redneck
Wedding Game Show
will begin at 8 p.m.
March 29 with a panel of
judges who will choose a
winner from among six
couples who made it to
the semi-finals. The
SOSMP emcee will keep
the action moving by
questioning each couple
to “help” the judges de-

cide. By 10 p.m., we will
have a couple chosen to
receive the grand prize of
a redneck wedding during
the Suwannee River Jam
May 1-4 at the SOSMP!
Prizes include a wedding
dress, bait and tackle,
Twinkies and RC Cola.
Perfect for a redneck
wedding! Are you going
to be there?

Once the game show is
over, music and dancing
will begin around 10 p.m.
with the happy couple

first on the floor for the
ultimate hoedown.

Saturday night, March
30, Jukebox Oldies will
take the stage for a night
of great entertainment.
Jukebox Oldies Band
loves to play AM radio
hits, primarily from the
60s for your listening and
dancing pleasure. A few
from the 50s, 70s and 80s

are also on the play list.
This veteran band’s mot-
to and mission statement
is GOOD TIMES,
G R E A T
OLDIES...SONGS YOU
CAN SING ALONG TO
'CAUSE YOU KNOW
THE WORDS!!! The
Jukebox Oldies Band
loves to entertain old and
new friends. The band’s
influences are the Beat-
les, BB King, Buddy Hol-
ly, Rolling Stones, Roy
Orbison and The Tams.
Sounds like a 50s - 80s
good time party about to
happen where you can set
those dancing shoes on
fire dancing the night
away. Admission is free
both nights.

Entertainment starts at
8 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day night.

For more information,
call 386-364-1683, email
spirit@musicliveshere.co
m or go to www.musi-
cliveshere.com.

The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park is
located at 3076 95th Dri-
ve, north of Live Oak off
US 129.

Winning couple of the game
show will get married at 
the Suwannee River Jam

 STATEMENT OF  NONDISCRIMINATION
 Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. is the 
 recipient of Federal financial assistance from the 
 Rural Utilities Service, an agency of the U.S. 
 Department of Agriculture, and is subject to the 
 provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
 as amended, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
 1973, as amended, the Age Discrimination Act of 
 1975, as amended, and the rules and regulations of 
 the U.S. Department of Agriculture which provide 
 that no person in the United States on the basis of 
 race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, or 
 disability shall be excluded from participation in, 
 admission or access to, denied the benefits of, or 
 otherwise be subjected to discrimination under any 
 of this organization’s programs or activities.

 The person responsible for coordinating this 
 organization’s nondiscrimination compliance efforts 
 is the Executive V.P./CEO.  Any individual, or specific 
 class of individuals, who feels that this organization 
 has subjected them to discrimination may obtain 
 further information about the statutes and regulations 
 listed above from and/or file a written complaint with 
 this organization; or write USDA, Director, Office of 
 Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 
 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 
 20250-9410, or call (202)720-5964 (voice or TDD).  
 “USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
 employer.”  Complaints must be filed within 180 days 
 after the alleged discrimination.  Confidentiality will 
 be maintained to the extent possible.

 798072

This weekend at Spirit of the Suwannee
Redneck
Wedd i ng

Game Show

Juke Box Oldies

At Suwannee River Regional Library

March 29

March 30~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

OBITUARIES
Sandra Stormant Harvey

March 23, 2013

Sandra Stormant Har-
vey, age 60 of
Jasper, passed away

on Saturday, March 23,
2013 at the Shands Live Oak
Regional Medical Center in
Live Oak.  She was a life-
long resident of Hamilton
County and a daughter to the
late William Preston and
Ruby Register Stormant.
Ms Harvey was a longtime
employee and currently
working for Dr. Renaldas
Smidtas in his Jasper office.
She enjoyed doing cross-
word puzzles, jigsaw puz-
zles and fishing.  She was
preceded in death by one sis-
ter, Gloria Stormant.

Survivors include two
sons, Scott Johnson, Long
Island, NY and Chris John-
son, Lake City; one brother,
Keith (Janet) Stormant,

White Springs; one sister,
Katrina (Simmie) Hiers,
Lake City; her longtime
companion, Russell Moody,
Jasper; and one grandson,
Trevor Johnson, Lake City. 

Visitation with the family
will be from 6-8 p.m.
Wednesday evening March
27, 2013 at the funeral
home.  Funeral services will
be conducted on Thursday,
March 28, 2013 at 2 p.m. at
the Long Branch Congrega-
tional Methodist Church
with Rev. Tommy Lindsey
and Rev. Randy Ogburn of-
ficiating.  Interment will
followed at Prospect Ceme-
tery.  Arrangements are un-
der the direction of GUER-
RY Funeral Home, Lake
City.  Please sign the guest-
book at www.guerryfuner-
alhome.net.

SEE OBITS, PAGE 5A



volunteer, some
help in the of-
fice, others help
with fund rais-
ing. The com-
mitment is a
personal choice.
I, personally,
have become
very involved
with my cases
and tend to
spend a great
deal of time due
to the complexi-
ty of one partic-
ular case, but
this is my
choice.
What made
you want to
volunteer in
general? Were
you looking to
make a differ-
ence or give
back to the community
or what exactly were you
hoping to get out of the
experience? When there
are so many places to
volunteer what led you to
choose the GAL pro-
gram?
I retired just before
moving to this area and
was busy getting settled
and enjoyed the freedom

to pursue my passion of
horses. I soon learned that
I needed more to feel ful-
filled so talked about dif-
ferent options in the "vol-
unteer world". I had heard
about GAL a few years
ago but didn't really know
much about the program.
A neighbor happened to
mention that she was start-
ing the training so decided

to give it a try. After
the first class I was
hooked. I have vol-
unteered numerous
times through the
years but never with
the passion and com-
mitment I feel with
GAL. I know I am
making a difference
and that in itself is all
I could possibly hope
for in this lifetime.
Can you describe a
time where you
know you changed a
child's life?
A few times come
to mind. One was
finding a "no cost"
literacy program for
a child having diffi-
culty in school and
seeing the spark of
desire to learn while
overcoming his read-

ing problems. He was a
first grade student that had
already been held back.
He was big for his age and
through talking with me I
learned that he was being
ridiculed and was hesitant
and embarrassed to partic-
ipate in the classroom set-
ting. He had lost all inter-
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Marriage applications
The following couples applied for a marriagelicense the week of March 18 – 22, 2013:
Kenneth Miles Blanton to Sandra Gail Ferrell 

Daniel Adam Wensel to Brehonna Natalie Huff

Smith/Little
engagement/wedding
announcement

Natalie Nicole Smith & Dustin Robert Little

Dennis and Carol Smith
of Live Oak, Fla. are
pleased to announce the en-
gagement of their daughter
Natalie Nicole Smith to
Dustin Robert Little, son of
Rick and Connie Little of
Live Oak.
The bride-elect's mater-
nal grandparents are Agnes
Jarvis of Live Oak and the
late McDonald Graham of
Live Oak. Her paternal
grandparents are the late

Kyler and Audrey Smith of
Jasper, Fla.
The groom-elect's mater-
nal grandparents are
Dorothy Kirkpatrick Je-
linek and Louise Kirby. His
paternal grandparents are
the late Richard Lamar Lit-
tle and Annie Lou Hingson.
The wedding will take
place Saturday, April 27,
2013 at 4:30 in the after-
noon at Mt. Olive Baptist
Church, Live Oak, Fla.

2013 Springfest photos

There's nothing like an ice cold sweet treat during
Springfest 2013 at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park.
This little guest was certainly enjoying hers as she visited
Dame Folks' woodworks and Verlon the bloodhound who
"helps out" by greeting visitors. Yum, yum, good! 
Photo: Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park

Jason Kenney of Dahlonega, Georgia was present March 22
for a Bluegrass Jam Circle in the Music Farmer's Stage with
Sloppy Joe for an hour of sharing fiddle, guitar and man-
dolin music. Jason plays with several bands in Georgia and
decided to come down and enjoy Springfest and the oppor-
tunity for four days of playing music with many different
musicians.   Photo: Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park

The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park in Live Oak
held its 17th Annual Springfest this weekend with lots of
music, fun and great food. The event featured bands from

all over and thousands of people who enjoyed great music,
despite the weather. Here are a few photos from the week-
end.

Making a difference
Being a Guardian ad
Litem volunteer is a very
rewarding position. While
the job can be tough while
pulling on the heartstrings,
one just remembers the
help they are giving the
voiceless, the children. Be
a voice that makes a differ-
ence!
When interviewed re-
cently about being a
Guardian ad Litem, GAL
Volunteer Olivia Shoe-
maker had the following
answers:
What is the time commit-
ment someone needs to
make to become a
Guardian ad Litem? 
It depends on how much
time anyone would be
willing to commit. Many
volunteers choose more
than one case, some
choose to be a courtesy

SEE MAKING, PAGE 8A

Olivia Shoemaker
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OBITUARIES

Earl Carter, Sr.
March 12, 1927
March 24, 2013

Earl Carter, Sr. age 86
a life long resident
of Suwannee Coun-

ty and a former resident of
Knoxville, TN. Passed away
on Sunday, March 24, 2013
at his home in Live Oak,
Fla., after an extended ill-
ness. He was a faithful
member of the Ebenezer
AME Church and the head
Stewart for many years. He
retired from the Suwannee
County system after many
years. 
He leaves to cherish his

memory: A loving son Greg
Carter (Olivia), one sister
Mrs. Annie Mae Nelson, a
special niece Kelly Wiggins.
Funeral service for Mr.

Earl Carter will be held Sat-
urday, March 30, 2013 at 2
p.m. at Ebenezer AME
Church Live Oak, Fla. Rev
Charles Graham Pastor.
Burial will follow in the East
Memorial Cemetery, Live
Oak, Fla. 
Bennie Thomas Funeral

Home is in charge of all
arrangements.

Joseph Isaiah Owens
Nov.  22, 1943

March 19, 2013

Joseph Isaiah Owens,
69, resident of Mayo,
Fla. passed away on

March 19, 2013 after a
massive heart attack.
Joe was born in Bre-

men, GA. on Nov.  22, 1943,
the son of Alan Owens and
Lucille Priest Owens. Joe at-
tended Bremen High
School, Lee University, and
West Georgia College earn-
ing 2 degrees. Joe had a dis-
tinguished service in the
Vietnam War, earning a
bronze star and 2 Army
Commendation Medals,
among others. After his mil-
itary service, Joe was pur-
chasing manager (CPM) at
Southwire in Carrollton,
GA. for 22 years. After-
wards, he lived in Newnan,
GA. and was purchasing
manager (CPM) for 10 years
at Yokogawa. In 2002, he
moved to Mayo, Fla. and
worked at Suwannee Ameri-
can Cement as their pur-
chasing manager (CPM) un-
til the time of his death. Joe
was a strong Christian, hon-
est, God-fearing, intelligent
man, with an incredible
work ethic. He will be sore-
ly missed. 
Joe is survived by his wife

of 45 years, (Anita Polatta
Owens) and their 2 sons,
Mark and Andrew, Mark’s
wife Hannah, and by his 4
grandchildren, Andrew,
Elisabeth, Gabriel, and Jack-
son; 5 siblings, Bill, Everett,
Jack, Doy, and Evelyn Uchi-
da, and brother-in-law Jim
Bray and sister-in-law
Frances Bray. 
A viewing was held on

Friday, March 22, at 6-8
p.m. in Live Oak, Fla., at
Daniels Funeral Home. 
The funeral was held on

Saturday, March 23, at 1
p.m. in Live Oak, Fla., at
Daniels Funeral Home. Im-
mediately following the ser-
vice will be a Veterans
graveside ceremony in Min-
go, Fla. 
In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions may be made to the
family.  
Daniels Funeral Homes &

Crematory, Inc., of Live Oak
and Branford, Fla. in charge
of arrangements.
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 Friday, March 29th
 5:00 pm. Fair Opens/Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies

 6:00 pm. Dairy Show
 7:00 pm  Antique Tractor Pull
 8:00 pm Willow Creek Band

 Saturday, March 30th
 8:00 am 5K Registration
 9:00 am 5K Race Starts
 12:00 p.m Fair Opens

 12:00 pm.-4:00 pm – Kids Crafts
 1:00 pm  Pee Wee Dairy Show &Costume Contest

 2:00 pm 4H Horse Show
  4:00 p m Miss Suwannee County Fair Pageant

 7:00 pm Speed Events and Jack Pot 

 8:00 p m Talent Show Phase I

 Sunday, March 31st
  Hispanic Night Featuring Las Centaellas de Guerrero
 La Noche que representa a Las Centaellas de Guerrero 

 4:00 p.m. Fair Opens
 8:00 pm Hispanic Band

 Monday, April 1st - $ Dollar Night $
 5:00 p.m. Fair Opens

 6:00 p.m. Youth Goat Show
 6:00 pm  Youth Heifer Show 

 7:00 p m Gateway City Big Band
 7:00 p m Pedal Tractor Pull

 8:00 pm  Talent Show Phase II
 Tuesday, April 2nd

 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m Free Senior Citizens Day 
 12:00 p.m. Seniors Lunch Will Be Served (FREE)

 5:00 p.m. Fair Opens 
 6:00 p m Lawn Mower Pull
 6:00 p.m Youth Heifer Show  

  7:00 p.m.   Blush Dance Company
   8:00pm  The Dance Shop

 Wednesday April 3rd
 5:00 pm Fair Opens

   6:00pm   Hog Showmanship
  7:00 pm Reckless Reality 

     7:00 pm Pedal Tractor Pull

 Thursday, April 4th
 5:00 p.m. Fair Opens 
 6:00 pm Hog Show

   6:00pm  Twirling by Kary    
 6:00pm  Side by Side Pull 

 7:00pm SES Chorus

 Friday, April 5th
 5:00 pm. Fair Opens
 6:00 pm Steer Show 

 6:00 pm. Suwannee Spirit Exhibition
 6:30 pm FSU Cheerleaders

 8:00 pm Willow Creek Band

 Saturday, April 6th    12:00 pm Fair Opens
 1:30 p.m Livestock Sale

 7:00 pm Talent Show Grand Finale
 7:00 pm  Demolition Derby  

 For more Information Call (386)362-FAIR

 SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR
 DAILY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

 All ride specials subject to change without notice*
 No refunds or rain checks on armbands, gate tickets or special event admission due to inclement weat her

Bill Brothers (left) assists teammate Ed-
wardo Monero during the lawnmower
race.

Staff from the Marion County Arc made
their way to Live Oak to show their sup-
port at the lawnmower race.

Off to the starting line.

Members from the Suwannee County Tax Collector’s Office staff joined in the races on
Saturday.  Pictured left to right: Rosiland Horne, Mandy Floyd and Lorie Stephenson.

Rilee, the daughter of Mandy Floyd, took her turn on the
lawnmowers. 

Lindsey Brothers (right) leads the way for the Suwanee
County School Board team. Phillip Marco, representing
elected officials, followed closely behind.

Mary Jean Beck of Hannah’s Homies
helped the team finish in first place on
Saturday.  

Lane Hill (left) of WB Howlands team is pictured competing
against Ray Cobb, Tax Collector’s team. 

Photos courtesy of 
Janet Sampson, 
the Arc North Florida

The Arc North Florida held its 15th Annual Lawnmower Race on Saturday with a great
crowd despite the bad weather. The race was held in front of John’s Lawn Equipment on
US 129 North in Live Oak and was held in conjunction with the store’s customer appre-
ciation day. See story Page 1A

Continued From Page 3A
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Viewpoints/Opinions

1. Reduce waste in local government
2. Revitalize downtown Live Oak

3. Continue work on Perimeter Road
4. Attract more business and growth
5. Build up I-10, US 129 corridor 

Editorial objectives for 2013

Suwannee Democrat

MYRA C.  REGAN
Publisher

JEFF WATERS
Editor

Members of the Suwannee Democrat 
editorial board are Myra C. Regan, publisher, and

Jeff Waters, editor. Our View is formed by that board.

Are women equal to men?
Are Jews equal to gentiles? Are
blacks equal to Italians, Irish,
Polish and other white people?
The answer is probably a big
fat no, and the pretense or as-
sumption that we are equal -- or
should be equal -- is foolhardy
and creates mischief. Let's look
at it.

Male geniuses outnumber fe-
male geniuses 7-to-1. Female
intelligence is packed much closer to the middle of the
bell curve, whereas men's intelligence has far greater
variability. That means that though there are many more
male geniuses, there are also many more male idiots.
The latter might partially explain why more men are in
jail than women.

Watch any Saturday afternoon college basketball
game and ask yourself the question fixated in the minds
of liberals everywhere: "Does this look like America?"
Among the 10 players on the court, at best there might
be two white players. If you want to see the team's white
players, you must look at the bench. A Japanese or Chi-
nese player is close to being totally out of the picture,
even on the bench. Professional basketball isn't much
better, with 80 percent of the players being black, but at
least there's a Chinese player. Professional football isn't
much better, with blacks being 65 percent. In both
sports, blacks are among the highest-paid players and
have the highest number of awards for excellence.
Blacks who trace their ancestry to West Africa, including
black Americans, hold more than 95 percent of the top
times in sprinting.

By contrast, blacks are only 2 percent of the NHL's ice
hockey players. But don't fret about black NHL under-
representation. State underrepresentation is worse. Most
U.S. professional hockey players were born in Minneso-
ta, followed by Massachusetts. Not a single U.S. profes-
sional hockey player can boast of having been born and
raised in Hawaii, Mississippi or Louisiana. Any way we
cut it, there is simply no racial proportionality or diver-
sity in professional basketball, football and hockey.

A more emotionally charged question is whether we
have equal intelligence. Take Jews, for example. They
are only 3 percent of the U.S. population. Half-baked
theories of racial proportionality would predict that 3

percent of U.S. Nobel laureates
are Jews, but that's way off the
mark. Jews constitute a whop-
ping 39 percent of American
Nobel Prize winners. At the in-
ternational level, the disparity
is worse. Jews are not even 1
percent of the world's popula-
tion, but they constitute 20 per-
cent of the world's Nobel Prize
winners.

There are many other in-
equalities and disproportionalities. Asian-Americans
routinely score the highest on the math portion of the
SAT, whereas blacks score the lowest. Men are 50 per-
cent of the population, and so are women; yet men are
struck by lightning six times as often as women. I'm per-
sonally wondering what whoever is in charge of light-
ning has against men. Population statistics for South
Dakota, Iowa, Maine, Montana and Vermont show that
not even 1 percent of their respective populations is
black. By contrast, in Georgia, Alabama and Mississip-
pi, blacks are overrepresented in terms of their percent-
ages in the general population. Pima Indians of Arizona
have the world's highest known diabetes rates. Prostate
cancer is nearly twice as common among black men as
white men. Cervical cancer rates are five times higher
among Vietnamese women in the U.S. than among white
women.

Soft-minded and sloppy-thinking academics, lawyers
and judges harbor the silly notion that but for the fact of
discrimination, we'd be proportionately distributed by
race across incomes, education, occupations and other
outcomes. There is absolutely no evidence anywhere, at
any time, that proportionality is the norm anywhere on
earth; however, much of our thinking, many of our laws
and much of our public policy are based upon propor-
tionality's being the norm. Maybe this vision is held be-
cause people believe that equality in fact is necessary for
equality before the law. But the only requirement for
equality before the law is that one is a human being.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at
George Mason University. To find out more about Wal-
ter E. Williams and read features by other Creators Syn-
dicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndi-
cate Web page at www.creators.com.
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Are we equal?

Letters To The Editor, Suwannee Democrat,PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL 32064. 
Please include your full name, address and daytime phone num-
ber. We ask this so we can verify your letter and discuss any
questions about it with you.
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LETTER TO EDITOR

GUEST EDITORIAL

By Jeff Littlejohn, P.E.
Deputy Secretary of Regulatory Programs
Florida Department of Environmental Protection

I've never been an educator, but I've known a lot of
great teachers. Great teachers have a passion for reaching
every one of their students, and I've seen them try over
and over again, sometimes using different teaching tech-
niques to get through to struggling kids. For teachers, the
fundamental goal is the education of every student re-
gardless of the circumstances.

At the Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tion, we share a similar passion. We view any violation
of environmental rules, and the environmental damage
that can often occur as a result, failure. This is why we
work diligently to prevent these violations from ever oc-
curring in the first place. 

Make no mistake – when a failure has occurred, we be-
lieve that firm environmental action, including the as-
sessment of financial penalties, may be needed to reduce
the likelihood of a future violation. However, to measure
the efforts of our staff only by the number and magnitude
of the penalties collected as a result of these failures is
frustrating to us. To continue to do so, year after year,
without any apparent attempt to measure the results of
our efforts shows a serious lack of understanding of our
jobs and the fundamental goals of this agency.

If you really want to know how good a job we're do-
ing, the first question to consider is our compliance rate.
This would be like looking at the graduation rate or av-
erage standardized testing score of a school. It's how you
tell an "A" school from a "C" school. This incredibly im-
portant question is constantly overlooked, and it certain-
ly hasn't been reported to the public.

In Florida, our long-term compliance rate has typical-
ly been between 85 and 90 percent. That's the rate of in-

spections that revealed no violations, or only minor vio-
lations that caused no harm to the environment, such as
a paperwork problem or a late monitoring report. Those
numbers are above the national average, but as with a
passionate educator, our incredible employees want to
improve that rate. 

When Secretary Vinyard and I came onboard increas-
ing the compliance rate was an issue we explored right
away. We learned that some of our regional offices were
using a slightly different approach with regulated facili-
ties and this approach was resulting in higher compliance
rates. They were placing a greater emphasis on education
and outreach, spending more time out in the community
and participating in activities that went beyond conduct-
ing formal inspections. They sought out and cultivated
positive relationships with regulated facilities, with the
goal of achieving better compliance. Like teachers who
stay after school to work with a child to improve their
classroom performance, we had Department staff going
the extra mile to improve the environmental performance
of regulated facilities.

Since this approach was proven to enhance environ-
mental compliance, we sought to expand it to the rest of
the state in 2012. Last year, our education and outreach
efforts reached tens of thousands of people and business-
es through free training on our regulations and how to
comply with them. For example, in the Northeast Dis-
trict, the air regulatory program conducted nearly 100
site visits or workshops promoting compliance assis-
tance, many of which were requested by property and
business owners. Topics included the proper operation of
paper mills, crematories and concrete batch plants. 

The response was remarkable, and the results speak for
themselves. Our significant compliance rate last year im-
proved from 90 to 94 percent. Put another way, only six
percent of facilities inspected revealed major violations
of our regulations or were causing some kind of environ-
mental harm, compared with 10 to 15 percent historical-
ly. We've never before come close to that kind of perfor-
mance.

Now that you have a better understanding of what is
really important at the Department, you can understand
why I am very proud of our regulatory staff. Please un-
derstand that there isn’t one employee at the Department
who isn’t striving to improve the environment. The thou-
sands of committed employees at the Department are us-
ing sound science and are being encouraged to continue
innovating in order to achieve even higher compliance
rates in the future. That is the standard by which we want
to be judged.

Editor:
Headlines in the Gainesville Sun today “Alachua

company lands Dept. of Defense contract” worth up to
$360 million and adds 150 jobs. Those headlines are
another reminder that Alachua County took the risk in
the 1970’s to build commerce centers.

The shame is, Suwannee County has the opportuni-
ty to have this be our headlines but our Commission
still 15 years later to steer its own ship and stop living
off welfare (Suwannee County is a "County of Eco-
nomic Concern").  A county of economic concern
means we get welfare from county's that can provide
for themselves. Alachua County had the vision to build
their commerce parks back in the 1970's and today
Alachua is one wealthy county. They had vision, forti-
tude and intelligence to know you have to invest to ben-
efit.  They wanted to decide how their county would
grow and they choose tech. So when you get off I75 at
Hwy 441 in Alachua going south to Gainesville is noth-
ing but solid commerce parks full of tech businesses.

We could do the same with our catalyst site but even
15 years later our Commissioners do not have the vi-
sion or the realization that you must make an invest-
ment if you are to receive the benefits.  

I have repeatedly heard Mr. Baker our Clerk of the
Court; warn of impending bankruptcy if we buy the
Catalyst Site property. However, I attended every bud-
get hearing when the $1,000,000+ 40x 60 metal build-
ing, that is referred to as the Court House Annex was
built, and he never warned the commission of over runs
or impending bankruptcy.  He simply kind of chuckled,
and presented the bills.  He is not on the cover of the
newspaper warning of bankruptcy over the $500,000
dollar dragline that is still in pieces. Neither one of
these fiascos will bring Suwannee County a dime, but
our Catalyst Site will bring untold millions.

The sky is falling, the sky is falling, he warned re-
peatedly, yet Klausner is on their way, with a signed
contract and hundreds of jobs. Additionally, we are in
talks with 4 other companies who need approximately
190 acres of the 223 acres we must purchase for the
Catalyst Site, but NO NO THE SKY IS FALLING.
Suwannee County will have almost nothing invested at
the end of a year in the Catalyst Site, but our Commis-
sion WILL NOT do what it takes to protect the future
of our children and Suwannee  County.  Money under
the mattress does not earn money nor increase your tax
rolls or provide jobs for ourselves and our children.
Money spent foolishly does not do that either.  

Understand the idea of spending $1,770,000 seems
like a lot, but our commission spends that at every
Commission meeting, it’s just broken down into small-
er numbers i.e. metal building, dragline.  There is cur-
rently floating around a rumor regarding the future pur-
chase of very expensive equipment for the landfills,
which will be many millions more than the purchase of
this property, and I guarantee you that will be spent.
THE SKY WON’T BE FALLING THEN, just stupidi-
ty prevailing over common sense.

Suwannee County must complete the Catalyst Site
and insure a future for ourselves and our Children.
However, that will take vision and the desire to be in
charge of our future.  It is the same story as people on
welfare; if they get a job they lose the pittance the gov-
ernment gives them. THE SKY IS FALLING.

Jeanne d’Eauèdé

DEP compliance

“Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceivesyou. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘Iam the Messiah,’ and will deceive many.”
– Matthew 24:4-5 (NIV)

BIBLE VERSE
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Making a difference
est in school, was failing in just about every subject and
became a "daydreamer". Finding success in a one on one
environment sparked his interest and motivated him to
find subjects that interested him and capture the joy of
learning. I recognize the inability of teachers to have the
time to give to individual students, but as a GAL I could
have that one on one time to draw him out and find out
about his love of trains. We read about trains at the li-
brary together and then visited the museum in Live Oak.
It was a joy to see him animated and interested in some-
thing. Another time was being "there" for a child to
share a school lunch with him. It was something that he
had never experienced but in conversation with his
school counselor learned that this is a special privilege.
Because of his extreme behavioral problems we made
the goal very attainable so to provide him with a reward
within his reach. I picked up two Happy Meals, met him
in school, walked with him to the stage facing his class-
mates. On the way between his waving to his friends and
calling out to everyone to notice, he turned to me and
asked “who should I say you are"? Because he is so
aware of the "system" and what it entails. I suggested he
tell them I am his adopted grandma. We went to his re-
cess after and I stayed longer than planned because he
was so enthusiastic about showing me everything and
introducing me to his friends. When I was leaving, and
I have to admit I had tears in my eyes, he hugged me and
thanked me for being the first person ever that has visit-
ed him in school. It was a very emotional day for me but
reinforced my passion for the program. A comical side
note is that I had two different children in that class but
in different rooms so when I did the same for the other
child we had lunch where the first little boy couldn't see
us. It became a possessive situation for each of them.

But most importantly is through the consistency of vis-
iting a child and having the child trust you enough to re-
veal their "secrets" is a crucial part of this program. I
was the first to learn from one child that he was being
sexually abused. It was one of the most difficult days I
have had personally but know how difficult it was for
him to confide in someone. Several things one does as a
GAL is important: the reporting, attending court, being
a voice for the child and acting upon his/her "best inter-
est" but most important is the trust relationship one de-
velops with that child. For him or her to feel secure
enough to share some wonderful memories but also to
share some horrific experiences is life changing for both
myself and the child.

Can you describe any way being a GAL has changed
your life? 

I have always felt that I am and have always been a
non-judgmental person but through my experiences with
GAL I have learned the true meaning of being non-judg-
mental. It is so natural to carry your own values to every
situation but being exposed to so many different cultures
and experiences it has become imperative to walk into
each experience with an open heart and open mind. It re-
ally doesn't matter if the house is a mess, or that Mom is
not married, or the cat is on the counter, or the child's
shirt and pants don't match much less fit. What matters
is that the child is safe and is loved. I have learned to
leave my own values home and look at every situation
without prejudice remembering that my "duty" is the
safety and welfare of the child and not the condemnation
of a life style. Although we are not counselors we be-
come someone who can be trusted and accessible. In this
overcrowded and overworked system we are the com-
passionate side therefore it is so important to not pass
judgment but to embrace the position and encourage the

caregivers to also act in the "best interest of the child".   

Tell us about your background prior to becoming a
GAL?

I began my adult life as an elementary school teacher.
I left teaching to enter the business world with my hus-
band. We operated our business until our retirement five
years ago. I am a mother to five children and nine grand-
children.

Is it necessary to have any special training to be a
GAL? 

The GAL training was 30 hours of class before being
sworn in at court and 12 hours of continuing education
each year. The in-service training is so interesting and
informative many of us attend more than the required
amount. The staff is so helpful and accessible that it is a
joy to work with them. It doesn't matter how busy they
are, they take the time to listen, guide and teach.

What sort of qualities should a GAL have?
They must have compassion, be objective, a good lis-

tener. non-judgmental, willing to stand up to "their
truth", be able to be flexible and understanding of deci-
sions being made beyond their control and being able to
accept not being able to make promises that may not be
kept. The children look for forthrightness, honesty and
especially loyalty. 

How long do you see yourself volunteering as a
GAL?

I hope to continue with GAL as long as I am physi-
cally able and as long as I can be of service to the chil-
dren in our community. It has become my Soul purpose.

To learn more about becoming a voice for a child call
the Guardian ad Litem office at 386-364-7720.

Continued From Page 4A
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Surrey Place hunts eggs in the rain
Submitted

Not even the rain could
stop our elders and the
community from enjoying
a great Easter Egg Hunt.
Our staff and families do-
nated some of the candy
and our elders worked at
filling the eggs for a month.

Some of them worked on

it with our Rehab depart-
ment as part of their thera-
py.

Others just volunteered
and filled them together in
our activity room. Besides
filling the eggs, they joked,
laughed, ate candy and got
to know one another better.

The children had all
4,000 eggs picked up in

less than 30 minutes. We
had a special prize egg for
each age group. Alex
Ramirez was the winner of
age group 0-4; Michael
Herring won the prize egg
for ages 5-7; and Gracie
Kirby was the 8-12 winner.
Even the elders in their
rooms could watch the chil-
dren running, hunting and

laughing through their win-
dows.

Many thanks to all the

volunteers, staff, elders and
community for making this
event such a success. If you

missed the fun this year,
don’t worry we will do it all
over again next year.

THE SOUTHEAST LARGEST COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL

Present

THE SOUTHEAST LARGEST COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL

Sheryl
Crow

Rodney
Atkins

Florida Georgia 
Line

Eli Young
Band

Randy
Houser

Easton
Corbin

www.SuwanneeRiverJam.com
Tickets 

Available at

Tickets Available at

PresentPresentPresent

LIVE OAK, FL
TICKETS

STARTING AT $40
Music Starts at 7pm

On May 1st!
4 Nights of Camping on the 
Beautiful Suwannee River...

MAY 1-4, 2013

Ms. Suwannee River 
Jam Competition

Ultimate Redneck Wedding
Ultimate Redneck Wedding
Ultimate Redneck WeddingHope Notes Auction

Ultimate Redneck Wedding

& So Much More!

Advertiser
Lake City

LoCash
Cowboys

Tickets 

.comAvailable at

Aaron
Tippin Adam

Sanders

Thursday: Randy Houser, Eli Young Band & More
 Easton Corbin, Rodney Atkins & More

Saturday: Aaron Tippin, LoCash Cowboys, Florida Georgia Line & Sheryl Crow
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HI 65
LO 37

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Where can you enjoy a variety of fresh fruit, eat pop-
corn, pet chicks, ducks, goats, horses, rabbits and learn
where many of our foods come from? Ag Day at Branford
High School!

The Branford FFA Chapter hosted their 2013 Ag Day
and made it a day of learning and fun for the Branford El-
ementary students. Actually, the high school students
learned quite a bit too as they were broken up into groups
and assigned different projects of things that would later
be displayed at Ag Day. They had about a week and a half
to do some research and make a colorful, interesting
poster board with information for the big day. Several of
the groups had fresh fruit at their displays. 

“I learned that our citrus is sweeter than California,”
said Alexus Harris. “We produce about 70 percent of the
orange juice in the United States.”

She added that Christopher Columbus was the first one
to bring the orange to the United States. One of her part-
ners, Chelsey Jackson, said that because of the light
freezes we have in Florida, it stuns the oranges and it’s
what makes our oranges sweeter. She pointed to some or-
anges they had on display that had a few freeze burns, or
scars.

At another display for poultry, there was a live duckling

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The Branford High School had a rather
unusual visitor on March 21 during their
Ag Day event. Two men representing the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, Dwayne Mobley and Todd
Nichols, brought a live American alligator
to the event for the Branford Elementary
School kids to see and learn about. The
whopping 10 foot three inches gator was
captured a couple of days before from a

lake in Hamilton County. They said his
name was Bob. Mobley and Nichols con-
ducted the presentation with Bob’s mouth
taped shut and keeping an ever watchful
eye that no one got too close to him. 

One of the kids spoke up saying that Bob
didn’t seem to be moving much.

“He’s really cold, okay, it was really
cold this morning,” said Mobley. “Does
everyone know why he’s not moving
fast?”

O’Brien Feed Depot T-ball team will be featured in sports Friday.
- Photo: Shutterbugs Photography 

Coming Friday in sports

Gator Bob pays a visit

Dwayne Mobley from Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission educates the kids on al-
ligators. Courtesy photo

BHS Ag Day was fun for all

From left, Tori Aderholt,
Joshua Hardin, Leah Trace,
Amelia Walbridge and Skylar
Sikes. - Photos: Andrew McGee 

From left, Amy Sullivan and Jessica Young

From left, Chelsey Jackson, Alexus Harris and Ross Lewis.

From left, Porsha Sherrell, Isaac Tyre and Kara Holtzclaw.

From left, Arica Land, Jerrica Byrd, Lauren Smith and Jessie Lynn Kelley.

SEE BHS, PAGE 12A

SEE GATOR, PAGE 12A

Bucs take Trenton in a close game - SPORTS 2B



Another student spoke
up saying it was because
Bob was cold-blooded. 
“When it gets cold, then

it makes him slow and
sluggish,” said Mobley.
He explained that as the

day warmed up, Bob’s ac-
tivity would increase. He
asked the kids that had
been to last year’s Ag Day
(with a much smaller alli-
gator) whether they re-
member the most impor-

tant thing to remember
about them. 
“Don’t feed them,”

yelled the kids.
Mobley explained that

the alligators would be-
come less afraid and accus-
tomed to being fed and
would make them far more
dangerous. He said
presently that Bob was still
somewhat afraid of them.
Mobley took it even fur-

ther to set up a scenario of
someone feeding the alli-
gator over the course of

several days. He said that
anytime the alligator would
see not only that person,
but any person, it would as-
sociate them with feeding
time.
“Make no mistake

though, this alligator is
what we call an apex
predator,” said Mobley.
“Nothing in the wild is go-
ing to bother Bob. His only
enemy is human.”
Mobley said that apex

meant that he was at the top
of the food chain, that he
was dominate and only
hunters or maybe the
chance of a car hitting it as
it crossed a road would in-
jure or kill the alligator.
Mobley explained that

Bob’s jaws were extremely
powerful, but that it wasn’t
just the jaws and teeth to
avoid, it was also his tail.
“This tail is one big mus-

cle,” said Mobley. “If it
were to hit you, it would be
pretty bad.” 
A little while later, Mob-

ley and Nichols straddled
Bob to make sure he
wouldn’t move including
his powerful and danger-
ous tail. They concluded
their presentation by invit-
ing the kids to step up and
pet Bob’s tough outer hide.
There were a few, but not
many volunteers.
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  03/25/13                    18.64
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 386-935-1527
 Supermarket

Gator Bob pays a visit
Continued From Page 11A

and chick the kids were
able to pet. Isaac Tyre was
glad to share some things
he had learned.
“Chickens lay up to 300

eggs a year,” said Tyre.
“The most baby chickens
in one egg that they’ve
recorded was nine.”

Suwannee County 4-H
Among all the FFA dis-

plays was the Suwannee
County 4-H.
Suwannee 4-H Leader,

Shannon Croft was pleased
the kids were learning
about where their food
comes from before it
makes it to the store and
about their nutritional val-
ue.

“I’ve had a really good
time,” said Croft. “The
kids are learning well and
they’re leaning that there’s
more to 4-H than just live-
stock. We teach them about
things that they might not
have at home. Some of
them have livestock, some
of them don’t, so if they
like art or robotics or dif-
ferent hobbies, there are all
types of clubs.”
She added that the kids

are beginning to associate
at the fairs not only with
the livestock and agricul-
ture, but the other activities
too.
“I’m hoping that the

message getting across is
that they can do anything
no matter what their hobby

or interest,” said Croft.
All about peanuts 

At one display, some of
the students were “testing”
some peanuts to make sure
they were safe for con-
sumption.
“I come from peanut

farmers,” said Ritchie
Glass. “That’s how I got all
this stuff. I have connec-
tions with the Florida
Peanut Growers Associa-
tion,” as he pointed at all
the bags of roasted peanuts.
Glass was also dressed up
for the day as Buddy Mc-
Nutty and resembled a gi-
ant peanut.

Strawberries
At the strawberry dis-

play, Mauri Bryant learned
that strawberries were from

the rose family.
“I like being at this dis-

play because I get to ‘eat
on the job,’” smiled
Bryant.
Her partner, Traci

Baldeon, said she learned
in folklore that you would
fall in love with whoever
you split and shared a dou-
ble strawberry with.
Jazmyne Bates was at

the blueberry display and
learned they had another
use besides  eating.
“The American Indians

used them quite a bit,” said
Bates. “They made the col-
or purple, they used it as
dye. They also pounded it
into venison, for flavor.”
She also said she learned

there were over two mil-

lion blueberries produced a
year in the United States.

Running smoothly
Throughout the morning,

BHS FFA Advisor Stacy
Young could be seen going
to and from all the displays
to make sure things were
running smoothly, and they
were. 
“I want the kids to walk

away with a love for agri-
culture,” said Young. “
Without it, we wouldn’t be
able to eat, we wouldn’t
have clothes, we wouldn’t
have shelter.”
She added that it was im-

portant that educated con-
sumers also makes educat-
ed voters.
“In the long run, we need

those people to vote for

agricultural policies,” said
Young. “That’s important
to protect the farmers.”
Farm Bureau Assistant

Director of Field Services
Greg Harden said he
thought the most important
thing he would hope the
kids walked away from
that day is knowing where
their food came from.
“The Florida farmers

provide safe affordable
food for us,” said Harden.
Going by the many dis-

plays, the children could be
heard asking questions and
speaking up when they
knew something about a
presentation. Many were
bright eyed and smiling
and it didn’t look like there
was a bored kid in sight. 

BHS Ag Day was fun for all
Continued From Page 11A

Branford News

From left, Shannon Croft with daughters Kara, 12 and Lara, seven. - Photos: Andrew McGee 

From left, Ritchie Glass (Buddy McNutty), Sara Humphreys and Allie Randell.

From left, Mauri Bryant, Traci Baldeon and Shawn Belanger.

From left, Trey Roberts, Jazmyne Bates, Shyanne Malaguti and Dustin Dukes.

From left, Olivia Boney, Smokey Bear, Lauren Suggs and Harli Feeney.
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 THE 98 TH   SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR, 
 LIVESTOCK SHOW AND SALE
 RED, WHITE, BLUE & YOU!

 NEW LOWER ADMISSION PRICES
 ONLY $5 FOR ADULTS AND $3 FOR KIDS

 NEW LOW PRICES ON ARMBANDS AND CARNIVAL RIDES
 MIDNIGHT MADNESS HOURS 10 PM TO 1 PM – NOW $15

 FRIDAY’S EARLY BIRD EXTENDED HOURS – 6 PM TO 1 AM NOW $20
 THAT’S TWO SESSIONS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE

 SATURDAY MATINEE ARMBAND – DISCOUNT TO $10 WITH COUPON 
 FROM AREA PUBLICATONS OR $15 WITHOUT FROM NOON TO 5 PM

 SATURDAY’S NIGHT ARMBAND – REDUCED TO $20 FROM 6 PM UNTIL CLOSE
 FRIDAY, MARCH 29

 MIDNIGHT MADNESS - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 10 PM UNTIL 1 AM
 EARLY BIRD MADNESS - $20 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL 1 AM

 6 PM – DAIRY SHOW 
 7 PM – ANTIQUE TRACTOR PULL

 8 PM – WILLOW CREEK BAND  
 SATURDAY, MARCH 30

 MATINEE – DISCOUNT TO $10 WITH COUPON FROM AREA PUBLICATIONS
 OR $15 WITHOUT FROM NOON TO 5 PM

 ONE DISCOUNT PER COUPON, SORRY NO EXCEPTIONS
 EVENING – ARMBAND REDUCED TO $20 RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL CLOSE

 NOON TO 4 PM – KID’S CRAFTS, FEATURING FLORIDA WILD LIFE COMMISSION
 1 PM – PEE WEE DAIRY SHOW COSTUME CONTEST

 2 PM – 4-H HORSE SHOW
 4 PM – MISS SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR PAGEANT

 7 PM – SPEED EVENTS AND JACKPOT
 8 PM – TALENT SHOW PHASE 1

 SUNDAY, MARCH 31
 FAMILY AND HISPANIC DAY / $5 ADMISSION

 4 PM UNTIL CLOSE – ARMBAND $15, RIDES ALL RIDES
 4 PM – HISPANIC BAND

 MONDAY, APRIL 1
 DOLLAR DAY - $1 ADMISSION (OR A CANNED GOOD) AND $1 RIDES

 6 PM – YOUTH GOAT AND HEIFER SHOW
 7 PM – YOUTH PEDAL TRACTOR PULLL AND GATEWAY CITY BIG BAND

 8 PM – TALENT SHOW PHASE 2 
 TUESDAY, APRIL 2 – BUDDY NIGHT

 RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 5 PM UNTIL CLOSE 
 $20 ARMBAND AND YOUR BUDDY RIDES FOR FREE

 11 PM – SENIOR CITZENS DAY, FREE ADMISSION, LUNCH 
 6 PM – LAWN MOWER PULL, AND YOUTH HEIFER SHOW 

 7 PM – BLUSH DANCE COMPANY
 8 PM – THE DANCE SHOP
 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3 

 RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 5 PM UNTIL CLOSE - $15 ARMBAND
 6 PM – RECKLESS REALITY AND HOG SHOWMANSHIP  

 7 PM – THE PALMETTO RAMBLERS, AND YOUTH PEDAL TRACTOR PULL
 THURSDAY, APRIL 4

 STUDENT DAY – STUDENTS (6-18) ADMITTED FREE FROM 5 PM TO 8 PM
 RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 5 PM UNTIL CLOSE - $15 ARMBAND

 6 PM – YOUTH HOG SHOW, AND SAWMILL DEMONSTRATIONS, 
 SIDE BY SIDE PULL AND TWIRLING BY KARY

 7 PM – SES CHORUS
 FRIDAY, APRIL 5

 MIDNIGHT MADNESS - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 10 PM UNTIL 1 AM
 EARLY BIRD MADNESS - $20 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL 1 AM

 5 PM – SAWMILL DEMOSTRATIONS 
 6 PM – SUWANNEE SPIRIT, AND STEER SHOW

 6:30 PM – FSU CHEERLEADERS
 7 PM – YOUTH PEDAL TRACTOR PULL

 8 PM –WILLOW CREEK BAND
 SATURDAY, APRIL 6

 SCHOOL BOARD EMPLOYEE APRECIATION DAY 
 (MUST SHOW SCHOOL BOARD ID & PRESENT COUPON)

 MATINEE – DISCOUNT TO $10 COUPON FROM AREA PUBLICATIONS
 OR $15 WITHOUT FROM NOON UNTIL 5 PM

 ONE DISCOUNT PER COUPON, SORRY NO EXCEPTIONS
 EVENING – ARMBAND REDUCED TO $20 RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL CLOSE

 1:30 PM – HOG AND STEER SALE
 3 PM – SAWMILL DEMOSTRATIONS 

 7 PM – DEMOTION DERBY, AND TALENT SHOW FINALS

 MARCH 29 – APRIL 6, 2013
 THE ALL NEW SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR

 SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION
 FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (386) 362-7366
 suwanneecountyfair@live.com    •    www.suwanneecountyfair.org

 SAT., MARCH 30 & SAT., APRIL 6
 MATINEE - $15 ($10 WITH $5 OFF COUPON 
 RIDE ALL RIDES FROM NOON UNTIL 5 PM

 ONE DISCOUNT PER COUPON, SORRY NO EXCEPTIONS
 EVENING - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL CLOSE

 798066
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 THE 98 TH   SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR, LIVESTOCK SHOW AND SALE
 March 28 - April 6

 RED, WHITE, BLUE & YOU!

 SAVE $5

public works shop, Harris
sent the county’s mechan-
ics to the mine to begin re-
pairing the machine.
“Anytime a machine is

down and being worked
on, we shut the mine down.
That’s just standard proto-
col,” Harris said.
As the men were work-

ing on the machine, an in-
cident occurred that left a
mechanic with a minor lac-
eration to the wrist. Harris,
who was just minutes away
from the mine, was called
to the scene and observed
the situation. The injured
worker was transported to
the local hospital and was
treated for the injuries.
Harris said the man was
able to resume work.
Along with contacting

medical emergency per-
sonnel, Harris also notified
the Mine and Safety Health
Administration to make

them aware of the situa-
tion.
“They visit very fre-

quently and do a thorough
examination of the mine,
so it was just protocol to
inform them of what hap-
pened,” he said.
As a result of the inspec-

tion, Harris received notifi-
cation approximately two
months later that the coun-
ty was fined $52,500 based
on the incident.
“They walk in with a

score sheet, and they assess
the fine based on their find-
ings,” Harris said. “When I
received the fine, I imme-
diately contacted their of-
fice and began contesting
the fine because I highly
disagree with their find-
ings.”
Harris said that one of

the causes stated in the re-
port that he highly dis-
agrees with is that the me-
chanic sustained serious in-
juries.

“We have received
penalties in the past from
MSHA, but none of this
magnitude,” he said. 
“If we would have pulled

the machine out of the
mine and brought it to the
shop, MSHA would have
never been involved.”
Harris contested the

ticket in a formal state-
ment and multiple phone
calls. Last week, Harris
was notified that MSHA
had responded and offered
to reduce the fee to
$31,500.
County Attorney Hal

Airth, who was involved
in the dispute, told the
commissioners that the 40
percent reduction of the
fine is going to be the best
offer without taking it to
court and being bombard-
ed with legal fees and
travel costs.
The county commission-

ers agreed to settle the fine
at $31,500.

County fined over $30K for mine injury
Continued From Page 1A

March 25-28. However, a
request for a continuance
was granted by Judge
David Fina. The pre-trial
conference is set to take
place on June 19 and the
trial is tentatively set for
July 22-25. 
The case will be tried be-

fore a Suwannee County
jury. 
In February 2007, con-

struction began at Suwan-
nee Landing, an upscale
airpark located west of
Live Oak, which is owned
by TSS, that would have
included the luxuries of an
exercise facility, swim-

ming pool, community
room and nature trails. At
least 114 of the 250 plus
homes that would be built
would have had hangars to
accommodate plane own-
ers. Pilots would have easy
access so they could taxi
onto the airport runway
just west of the airpark.
The county first agreed

with this project in the first
stages of its development,
but later withdrew their
support after being in-
formed that the Federal
Aviation Administration
ruled that allowing use of
the county airport for such
use was “in conflict with
(FAA statutes).” Although

the FAA would not stop the
county from allowing
Suwannee Landing resi-
dents to use the runway, it
would, however, withhold
federal airport funds from
the county should it pro-
ceed with its current agree-
ment with TSS. 
When the county refused

to move forward with TSS,
it put the project at a stand-
still and later evolved into
the current lawsuit. 
George Reeves, Esq., of

Davis, Schnitker, Reeves
and Browning PA, a firm in
neighboring Madison
County, was selected to
represent Suwannee Coun-
ty in the case.

Suwannee Landing lawsuit continued
Continued From Page 1A

houses. The Live Oak Fire Department
will provide a ladder truck and the Suwan-
nee County Sheriff’s Office will be bring-
ing a SWAT vehicle for kids to see. Atten-
dees will also have a chance to win prizes
that collectively value over $1,000.
The event is free to everyone and the

church invites the community to come out
and be part of this special day. 

All children must be registered to par-
ticipate. To avoid long lines the day of
the event, parents are encouraged to log
on to the church’s website and register
their children online. Registration will
also take place at 10 a.m. on the day of
the event.   
Melody Church is located at 10046 US

129 South in Live Oak. For more informa-
tion, please call 386-364-4800 or visit
their website at melodychurch.com.

Egg Drop this Saturday at Melody 
Continued From Page 1A

the revenues through CRA
because there was a state
agency in Tallahassee that
has grant money available
for the redevelopment with
a stipulation.
“If you would sell the

property to the city of Live
Oak which is CRA which
is where we go, there is
grant money available for
that,” said Mixon. “If, con-
ditionally it’s tied into Her-
itage Park in some manner.
Which goes to another dis-
cussion.”
Mixon said that the Rails

to Trails program goes
from Heritage Park & Gar-
dens on Helvenston Street
back to the property behind
Connor Street. He said that
if they can provide addi-
tional biking access up to
the parking lot, lump the
two projects together, it
would satisfy the state’s
stipulation for the grant.
“We’re going to go to

Mr. Lucas in a moment and
talk about the dollars,” said
Mixon. 
Mixon explained that if

this was something that all
would be in agreement
about it was a four-point
plan.
“We’re tying Heritage

Park, Rails to Trails, the
historic district over by the
(train) depot and parking,”
said Mixon. “We’re recon-
structing some really bad
streets and I feel that with
the traffic and congestion, I
talked to a lot of people
about this in the last week

and folks avoid those
streets because they’re just
not good streets to travel.” 
Mixon said that if they

could find a way to make
these projects happen and
the board agrees, they
could enhance the trans-
portation system in Live
Oak and alleviate at least
some of the downtown
traffic congestion.
An idea that Curtis pre-

sented and gave Suwannee
Historic Museum Manager
Randy Torrance credit for
is affordable screening
fence that could be used to
provide more aesthetics to
the retention pond areas.
“For the retention pond,

you create some market,
food areas around the pond
and make that area more
functional,” said Curtis. 
The area Curtis was re-

ferring to is between
Suwannee Avenue, Church
Avenue and Wilbur and
Warren streets (behind Gill
Tire).
Curtis said that once the

fence was installed, an out-
door market could be put in
so the area would be uti-
lized instead of being
avoided.
Mixon added that the his-

toric brick could be used in
the areas to keep the city’s
history intact.
Police Chief Buddy

Williams spoke up.
“I thought a few years

back, we had re-done the
streets because it was some
of the only brick streets in
the state,” said Williams.
“Wasn’t there a grant ob-

tained to redo Tuxedo and
Connor and all that other
stuff. Would that cause us
any issue?”
Williams added he was

all for their proposal, but
had the understanding there
was some historical value
to Tuxedo and Connor
streets because they were
some of the last existing
brick streets in Florida.
Member and Council-

man Jacob Grantham said
one of his reservations
about the restoration plans
was that he didn’t know if
the city wanted to go back
to brick or go with the new-
er decorative asphalt.
Mixon said presently the

brick in the sand scheme
wasn’t working because of
the areas of sand washing
away during heavy rains or
flooding that causes severe
instability and an uneven
level to the streets.
“We had grant money

available and we saved the
historical site for the bricks
and that’s why we left it on
there,” said member and
Councilman Bennie
Thomas. “Now we’re back
at the same drawing
board.”
Member and Council-

man John Yulee said he re-
members that Tuxedo had
been done before where
they removed all the bricks
to resurface the area and
put the bricks back. He
said, however, that Connor
street was never done. He
addressed Mixon on how
many streets he wanted to
put asphalt on.

CRA: Keep historic Live Oak intact
Continued From Page 1A “Are you talking about

both places, councilman?”
asked Yulee. “Or do you
want to redo Tuxedo
again?”
Mixon said Tuxedo, Con-

nor and Pine. 
Board member Adam

Prins asked him if his inten-
tion was to remove all the
red brick.
Lucas suggested that

maybe they line the streets
with the brick so they would
still be in sight, but not dri-
ven upon. He went on to say
that to use them perhaps for
a bike lane or pedestrian
lane would satisfy the func-
tionality and the historic-
look at the same time. 
“Then you could come in

with the decorative asphalt
down the middle,” said Lu-
cas. “You’re still maintain-
ing that historical look and
history attached to Connor
street,” said Lucas. 
Lucas said it could be a

good way to compromise
because to remove the
bricks completely was like
tossing out the city’s histo-
ry.
The discussion turned to

the funds to make the plan
happen.
Lucas explained they re-

searched this using average
prices.
“If we cleared all that out

and we looked at Pine from
US 90 to Connor and just
from in front of the Little

Bar up to US 129 and jump
over to where Connor was
rebuilt, rip it all out, replace
the sidewalks, just regular
asphalt, you’re looking at
about $300,000,” said Lu-
cas. 
He said that he wasn’t

sure of the pricing on deco-
rative asphalt, but pulled
some figures from the De-
partment of Transportation
and was surprised at how
expensive it was.
Lucas suggested the

idea to perhaps create a
walkway or pedestrian
safe zone, but that it was
imperative to use the
bricks in whatever plan or
design they decided to im-
plement.
“That’s how you’re go-

ing to get the community
behind you on this,” said
Lucas. “The more you im-
plement that history, the
more the community is go-

ing to support it and by us-
ing what you already have,
you’re going to cut some
dollars.” 
The next discussion was

about parking. Most were
skeptical that people, main-
ly business owners, would
not park in one area and
then walk a block or so to
their businesses.
“If you think that people

are going to walk from that
block and park on the other
side of 129, you’re crazy,”
said member Tim Alcorn.
“It won’t ever happen.” 
He said that he was all

for it, but thought it was un-
realistic to think that people
would comply.
It was decided that Whit-

man and Lucas look into
pricing for asphalt, the cost
of any additional land the
city would have to purchase
and other costs associated
with the redevelopment.

velopmental disabili-
ties.”
The purpose of the

race is to promote
awareness of the needs
of people with develop-
mental and intellectual

disabilities in the local
community and achieve
funding for programs
not reimbursed by state
and federal programs.
With the help of the
community, the Arc can
continue to reach out to
the community.  

Continued From Page 1A

LAWNMOWER
RACE FOR ARC



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27, 2013� SUWANNEE DEMOCRAT/LIVE OAKPAGE 14A  NOTICE 76th ANNUAL MEETING of  Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. Will be held at the Suwannee County Coliseum Saturday, April 27, 2013 In Live Oak, Florida ENTERTAINMENT, PRIZES, BUSINESS, FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
 8:00 a.m.        Registration

 8:00 a.m. - 9:50 a.m.                    “Mercy Mountain Boys”                        Entertainment

 10:00 a.m.           Registration Closes

 10:00 a.m. Invocation                                                          Reverend Rick James

  “Meeting Begins”

 Welcome                                                                          Sidney Lord, President

 Introduction of Trustees & Guests                                  John C. Martz, V.P./CEO

 Announcement of Quorum                                           William Hart, Secretary

 Reading of Official Notice & Mailing Thereof            William Hart, Secretary

 Treasurer’s Report                                                       Hugh Hunter, Treasurer

 Manager’s Report                                                            John C. Martz, V.P./CEO

 Business Session                                                                   Attorney Josh Crapps

 Election of Trustees                                                            Districts 7, 8   and 9

                                                                 ( Board Approved Proxies Available at SVEC Headquarters ) 

 Drawing of Prizes                                                          Hugh Hunter, Treasurer

                          Tim Steichen, Trustee

  OVER 100 PRIZES GIVEN AWAY (MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN)
 One (1) PRIZE: UP TO $100 CREDIT PER MONTH FOR THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS

 One (1) PRIZE: UP TO  $75 CREDIT PER MONTH FOR THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS

  One (1) PRIZE: UP TO  $50 CREDIT PER MONTH FOR THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS

   (REGISTRATION CLOSES AT 10:00 A.M.)
 Adjourn

 Lighting the Way Since 1937
   SERVING SUWANNEE, HAMILTON, LAFAYETTE, and COLUMBIA COUNTIES

 “OWNED BY THOSE WE SERVE”
   Official Notice Mailed to Members on March 27, 2012 in Accordance with the Bylaws

 798549
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 About one-third of the planet, or 

 roughly 2.1 billion people, are 

 Christians. Each spring, this 

 large subset of the population 

 celebrates the religious miracle 

 that is the death and resurrection 

 of Jesus Christ.

 The Lenten season is one of the 

 holiest times of the year on the 

 Christian calendar. This is a 

 period of 40 days and nights that 

 begins with Ash Wednesday at 

 the beginning of Lent and lasts 

 through Easter Sunday. Many 

 Christians celebrate Easter but 

 may not know the significance 

 or meaning behind certain days 

 on the Lenten calendar. Here is a 

 primer on the Lenten season for 

 Christians and non-Christians 

 alike.

 Ash Wednesday

 In the Roman Catholic Church, 

 Ash Wednesday marks the first 

 day of Lent,  the season when 

 one prepares for the resurrection 

 of Jesus Christ. Ash Wednesday 

 always falls 46 days before 

 Easter and will vary according 

 to the calendar. 

 Ash Wednesday is a Holy Day 

 of Obligation, which means 

 parishioners are expected to 

 attend mass to mark the 

 beginning of the holy season. 

 During the mass, celebrants 

 receive ashes in the form of a 

 cross on their foreheads. The 

 ashes are made from burning the 

 blessed palm fronds from last 

 year’s Palm Sunday mass.

 In ancient times ashes were 

 worn as a symbol of sorrow, 

 repentance and acknowledgment 

 of sins. Nowadays, ashes allow 

 Christians to humbly display an 

 outward sign that they are aware 

 of their shortcomings and are 

 cleansing their souls in the 

 preparation for the celebration 

 of Christ’s resurrection.

 Palm Sunday

 Palm Sunday marks the 

 beginning of Holy Week and it 

 is a day of obligation when 

 Christians attend mass, and they 

 receive fronds of blessed palms. 

 Occurring a week before Easter, 

 Palm Sunday commemorates the 

 entry of Jesus into Jerusalem to 

 celebrate the Passover. The 

 gospels record the arrival of 

 Jesus riding into the city on a 

 donkey, while the crowds spread 

 their cloaks and palm branches 

 on the street and shouted 

 “Hosanna to the Son of David” 

 and “Blessed is He who comes 

 in the name of the Lord” to 

 honor him as their long-awaited 

 Messiah and King.

 Holy Thursday

 Holy Thursday is the Thursday 

 preceding Easter Sunday. It 

 marks Jesus Christ’s last supper 

 with his disciples. His act of 

 breaking bread and offering it as 

 His “body” and sharing wine as 

 His “blood” has become an 

 integral part of the Christian 

 mass. It is representative of 

 Christ giving up His life in place 

 of our sins. 

 Good Friday

 Good Friday is also known as 

 Black Friday but should not be 

 mistaken with the post-

 Thanksgiving Black Friday. It is 

 the day that Jesus had to march 

 to his crucifixion site while 

 carrying an extremely heavy 

 wooden cross. Jesus was 

 mocked, spit on, tortured, and 

 forced to wear a crown of thorns 

 during His journey after being 

 arrested by Judas and then 

 suffering at the hands of Pontius 

 Pilate. After being nailed to the 

 cross at His palms and ankles, 

 Jesus suffered for six hours 

 before He died. Jesus died on 

 the cross for the sins of the 

 people. 

 Easter Sunday

 The holiest day of the season is 

 Easter Sunday. On this day, 

 Jesus rose from His tomb. Mary 

 Magdalene went to the tomb and 

 found Jesus missing. Jesus then 

 approached her and showed how 

 he was again alive. His disciples 

 were shocked at the appearance 

 of his resurrected self, furthering 

 their faith in him as the Son of 

 God.  TF124013

 798920
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 NEW 2013 
 JEEP COMPASS

 $ 199 *
 $2,899 DAS, 36 Mos. Lease

 NEW 2013 
 JEEP CHEROKEE

 $ 309 *
 $2,499 DAS, 36 Mos. Lease

 $ 149 *
 $2,249 DAS, 36 Mos. Lease

 NEW 2013 
 TOWN & COUNTRY

 $ 289 *
 $2,999 DAS, 36 Mos. Lease

 NEW 2013 RAM 1500 EXPRESS
 QUAD CAB

 $2,999 DAS, 36 Mos. Lease

 NEW 2013 RAM 1500 EXPRESS
 CREW

 $2,999 DAS, 36 Mos. Lease

 79
87

93

 per 
 month

 per 
 month

 per 
 month

 per 
 month

 per 
 month

 per 
 month

 NEW 2013 
 DODGE DART

 $ 299 * $ 309 *

 $500 Additional $avings 
 on the purchase of

 any vehicle*
 *With Coupon, In Stock Vehicles.



Section B   Wednesday, March 27, 2013
Suwannee Democrat

SPORTSSPORTS
Taylor represents region 
in state all-star games
Submitted

Suwannee High School senior basket-
ball guard Jimmie Taylor III was recent-
ly chosen to compete in two state all-star
games while representing the North
Florida region.
Taylor’s first game was on Saturday,

March 9, at Ocala Vanguard High
School, presented by the Florida Associ-
ation of Basketball Coaches. The second
was on Saturday, March 16, at Indian
River State College in Fort Pierce and
was presented by the Florida Athletic
Coaches Association.
Each competition featured two teams

of 10 players, and each rotated in to play
five minutes per quarter (10-minute
quarters).  Taylor was on the starting five
in each game, scored 15 points off five
three-pointers in the FABC game and
scored 12 points in the FACA game.
Taylor was second in the state in class

5A this season in points per game (Max-
preps.com), led only by Erik Thomas
(Wesley Chapel). Taylor and Thomas
were on opposing teams in the game on
March 9. However, they were united on

the “North” team in the FACA game,
where the theme was north versus south
Florida players. Taylor was also able to
compete alongside two familiar oppo-
nents from the 2012-13 schedule—Lan-
dus Anderson (Florida State High) and
Kieron Williamson (Rutherford).  An-
derson and Taylor were also former
teammates on the Nike Team Florida Di-
vision 1 summer travel team.
When asked what it was like to finally

be on the same team with his former op-
ponents, Taylor commented “It was a
great experience, enemies became allies
for a greater achievement.”  Taylor’s
team won both games, with a score of
120-85 (FABC) and 114-97 (FACA).  
Taylor is currently committed to sign

with Division I college Rider University
later in April. School history is currently
being researched to see when the last
basketball player from SHS signed un-
der a full scholarship to a Division 1
school, as well as further investigation
into past statistical basketball records for
SHS. Anyone with information on this is
encouraged to contact
ufnetvet@msn.com.

Melody Christian Academy

Jimmie Taylor III

Feb. 5 @ Potter’s House Chris-
tian 16-0W
Feb. 8 vs Meadowbrook Acad-
emy 11-7W
Feb. 11 @ Jefferson County*
12-8W
Feb. 12 vs John Paul II
Catholic 10-3W
Feb. 15 vs Branford*    14-9 L
Feb. 19 @ Aucilla Christian
17-0L
Feb. 21 @ Hamilton County*
7-2W
Feb. 26 @ St. Francis Catholic
13-0W

Feb. 28 vs First Coast Christia
20-1W
March 7 @ Seacoast Christian
Acad. 19-2W
March 8 @ Lafayette*   15-0L
March 11 vs Open Bible Chris-
tian 19-11W
March 12 vs Seacoast Christian
Acad. 16-1W
March 15 vs Hamilton County*
15-5W
March 19 vs Lafayette*  18-0L
* District game
11-4 overall 3-3 district as of
March 21

This Wildcat connects with the ball.                  - Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

Softball

10U soccer champsFurst Automotive & Cycle

Front row from left: Jill Patel, Julie Romulo, Hayley Gray, Carson Frier, Leigh Wood, Darren Mincks and Jordan Martin. Second row from left: Isaac Mincks, Garrett Jones, Matthew Gill,
Carsin Chauncey, Pedro Napoleon and Zachery Lopez. Coaches from left: Victor Lopez, David Wood and Todd Frier. Courtesy photo                                                      SEE FURST, PAGE 2B

Timberly Steichen, nice hit.                        See more page 2B
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 MARIE LEE REALTY

 Joan Radford, Realtor
 386-208-5267

 Marie Lee, Broker
 386-688-3351

 LAND
 Very nice CLEARED  lot in Suwannee River Park Estates. ONLY

 $7,500. MLS#83107

 1003 W. Howard St/90 West • Live Oak, FL
 office: 386-364-2828

 VERY NICE!  4 bd, 2 bth in town. 
 So many upgrades, looks nearly 
 new inside. Above ground pool 
 with decking. Hot tub. Enjoy 
 living here! $124,900 MLS#83341

 BIG AND BEAUTIFUL!  On 
 2.99 ACRES, mol. 3bd 2 bth plus 
 2 extra rms, in-ground pool, too 
 many extras to list. $139,900
 MLS # 82826

 795724

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol
 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 LOCATED  between Live Oak & 
 Lake City on 4+ acres. 3/2 MH w/
 spacious master bdrm. Modern 
 kitchen, screened porch w/open deck 
 and workshop. Only $69,900! Call 
 Kellie Shirah, MLS#82542

 10 ACRES  with Top of the line 3/2 
 DWMH w/2300+ sqft, great room 
 w/FP, front & back porches, horse 
 stalls, out buildings, fish pond. 
 $118,000. Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 
 MLS#80620

 HORSE PROPERTY - 1,500+ 
 sq.ft., 2/2 w/FP, barn, stalls, on 4+ 
 acres. Close to White Springs. Two 
 fenced pastures w/elec., access to 
 the Fl. Trail. $129,900. David 
 Mincey 386-590-0157 MLS#77888

 38’x70’ HANGER/WORKSHOP , 
 w/Horton stackable doors, 5 board 
 fence, 2/1 home 1,474 sq.ft., large 
 oaks, beautiful setting, $169,900. 
 Call Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 
 MLS#82372

 SPACIOUS BRICK HOME  that 
 has been very well cared 
 for...updated kitchen, lots of cabinet 
 space and pantry. Tons of room for 
 storage. $149,000. Kellie Shirah, 
 386-208-3847 MLS#81523

 RIVERFRONT:  114 ft., 2/2, 1,156 
 sq. ft. completely furnished, shop/
 storage, large covered porch, deck at 
 river w/steps leading to sandy 
 shoreline, $155,000. Glenda McCall, 
 386-208-5244  MLS#83114

 TWO HOMES  on 16+ acres w/
 Immaculate 3/1, looks new inside & 
 out, 5 outbuildings, also a 1993 
 totally renovated DWMH, fenced & 
 cross fenced, $182,000 Sylvia 
 Newell, 386-590-2498 MLS#82405

 2006 TWMH , 3040 sq.ft. 4/3.5 on 
 14 acres. Custom kitchen, huge 
 master w/whirlpool tube, stone 
 fireplace. Peace and quiet. $189,900, 
 David Mincey 386-590-0157, MLS# 
 82128

 IMMACULATE - TwoStory 1,900+ 
 sq.ft., 3/2, on 4 acres. Great room w/
 wood burning FP. Beautiful yard, 
 storage shed, & on paved road. 
 $225,000. Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 
 MLS#82408

 AFFORDABLE HOME!

 WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS  of Live Oak. This lot is zoned for a mobile home or site built home.  Corner lot. Seller 
 Motivated.  $15,000 Call Sherrel McCall, 386-688-7563 MLS#77590

 JUST REDUCED , owner says sell! 10 acre lot priced at just $23,500. Call Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498. MLS#78713

 SUWANNEE RIVER -114 ft., 2 ac., near Luraville, Peacocks Springs and Mayo, close to public boat ramp, wooded w/
 some clearing near river, $37,000. Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#83125

 $42,900  - for this 5 acres with a creek running thru the backside of property, a pole barn 13ft high approx  30/50, well 
 power, & septic. Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#82817

 RIVERFRONT:  2.5 acres with over 300 ft on the Suwannee River. Located in a gated fly-in airpark. Owner financin g. 
 $79,000. Call Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#81164

 WATERFRONT  - $79,900- On the river with all the amenities. Older SWMH that has been redone. Completely 
 furnished with deck on the River. Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#82520

 EXCELLENT PRODUCING  30 acre hay field. Argentine Bahia mixed with Pensacola. Gorgeous rolling pasture 
 land. $119,900.  David Mincey 386-590-0157, MLS#83025

 BRICK HOME  w/open floor plan- 3/2 w/island kitchen, storage building, water purification system, privacy fenced . 
 $229,000. Vern Roberts, 386-688-1940. MLS#83133

 REDUCED!

 AIRPARK PROPERTY  LOCATED IN TOWN

 SPACIOUS  COUNTRY LIVING AT ITS BEST

10U soccer champsFurst Automotive & Cycle
Submitted

Furst Automotive & Cycle is the 2013
Suwannee Parks & Recreation, 10U soccer
champions ending the season 8-1-1.  
The championship game was against the

only undefeated team in the 10U division,
Suwannee Salvage, with a 7-0-2 record go-
ing into the championship game.  
Furst Automotive's only loss and tie in

the season was against Suwannee Salvage,

so Furst Automotive was the underdogs
going into the championship game.  
The game was tied 0-0 when time ran

out and the game went into overtime. After
double overtime and the score still tied 0-
0, the game came down to penalty kicks to
decide the winner. Each team received five
penalty kicks and whoever scored the most
wins. Furst Automotive made four of their
five penalty kicks to become champions. 
This was a scrappy team with hearts of

champions. Way to go Furst Automotive
and Cycle.

Continued From Page 1B

Bucs take Trenton 
in close game

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The Branford High
School Buccaneers soft-
ball team won their home
non-conference game
against Trenton by a
score of 9-7 on March
12.
“We scored our nine

runs in the first inning,”
said BHS Softball Coach
Fred O’Quinn. “Trenton
started scoring late in the
game, but we were able
to hold them.”
Kourtney Dunnam was

three for four with one
run batted in. McKenzie
Frye was two for three
with two RBIs. Jerica
Byrd was three for four
with two RBIs and Kasey
Raulerson was one for
three with two RBIs.
“We played a great

game,” said O’Quinn.
“Some great plays, good

plays all night.”
O’Quinn said there

were a low number of er-
rors and that the Bucs
made most of their points
in the first inning. He
said that everything just
clicked for them.
“We played well and

pitched well, we just re-
ally played well,” said
O’Quinn.
He said that Trenton

came back toward the
end of the game and
scored, but the Bucs
were able to hold them
off.
O’Quinn said that their

team is slowly getting
better. He’s noticed from
each game that they be-
come a little more sea-
soned than the previous
game.
“I can see with every

game, we’re starting to
grow and mature,” said
O’Quinn.

Melody Christian AcademyBaseball
Feb. 12 @ Union County 11-1L
Feb. 16 vs Lafayette* 4-2L
Feb. 26 @ Santa Fe 5-0L
March 1 vs Madison 9-5W
March 5 vs Santa Fe 8-0L
March 14@ Newberry 7-0L
March 18@ Lafayette* 9-1W
March 19vs Newberry 5-0L
* District game
2-6 overall 1-1 district as of March 21

JV Bucs fall to Indians
By Andrew McGee

andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The Branford High School JV
softball team played the Chiefland
Indians on March 18 and lost by only
one run. The final score was 7-6 in
just a four inning game. The game
was cut a bit short because only a
certain amount of time was allotted
for both JV and varsity teams ac-
cording to BHS softball coach Fred

O’Quinn.
“We played well,” said O’Quinn.

“We lost seven to six in the last in-
ning. We were ahead, we scored
three runs in the first inning. And
three runs in the second inning and
that’s all we scored. They came back
and scored two in the first inning.”
He said that they went back and

forth throughout the game, that it
was “touch and go” and anyone’s
game. Chiefland was able to get one

more run as they were the last to bat.
O’Quinn said that if the Bucs had
one more time at bat or a couple of
more innings, the game’s results may
have been quite different. 
Chloe Linton was two for three,

had one stolen base and two runs
scored. Delani Cannon was two for
three and had one run scored. Brit-
tany Frye was one for three with 2
runs batted in and Jessica Mott was
one for three.

Kids wrestlingto begin soon
Kids wrestling, 11-

years-old and under, will
begin on Tuesday, April 2,
following spring break.
Practice starts at 3:30 p.m.
in the Suwannee High
School wrestling room.
Practices will be on

Tuesday and Thursdays,
with in-house tourna-
ments on April 12, April
26 and the final tourna-
ment on May 2.

Lady ‘Dogs softballwith one loss, one win
By Andrew McGee

andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

’Dogs lose to the Hornets
The Suwannee High

School Varsity softball
team lost to the Lafayette
Hornets on March 21 in a
non-conference game with
the final score of 5-2. Nei-
ther team scored in the first
four innings. In the fifth in-

ning, the Hornets gained
the lead taking three runs to
the ‘Dogs two. The Hornets
were able to make one run
each in the sixth and sev-
enth innings bringing the
final score to 5-2.

‘Dogs take Madison
Cowboys

The Suwannee High
School Varsity softball
team won a non-conference
game against the Madison
Cowboys with the final
score of 17-6.
Madison took a short-

lived lead in the first inning
with three runs to Suwan-
nee’s zero. The ‘Dogs came
back in the second inning
and made eight runs to
Madison’s two and taking
the lead with 8-5 Dogs. The

‘Dogs were able to make
one run per inning in the
third and fourth, where
Madison failed to score. In
the fifth inning, The ‘Dogs
got two more runs to Madi-
son’s one bringing the
score to 12-6 Dogs. The
sixth inning, neither team
scored, but Suwannee
brought in five more runs in
the seventh and final inning
bringing the final score to
17-6 Dogs.
The player of the game

for Suwannee was fresh-
men catcher, Jordan
Roberts. She went 4-5 with
a double and a home run.
She had 6 runs batted in
(RBIs) and scored three
runs. She also threw out a
runner at second base.

Jordon Roberts catcher, and you’re out!  
- Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)
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 Girls Just Want To Have Fun! Girls Just Want To Have Fun!

 A D IVA  D AY  E XPO A D IVA  D AY  E XPO Saturday May 4th Saturday May 4th Saturday May 4th 9AM-4PM 9AM-4PM 9AM-4PM

 TH OM ASVILLE EXC H ANG E 
 CLU B FAIRG ROU NDS

 EXH IBITION BU ILDING S
 2057 East Hwy 122 (Pavo Road) • Thomasville, GA

 Come and Shop! Shop! Shop!
 Trendy Handbags  �  Jewelry of Every Kind  �  Clothes

 Gifts  �  Silver  �  Luggage  �  Cars  �  Candles
 Team Merchandise  �  Pillows  �  Ornaments  �  Cakes

 Health & Beauty Demos  �  Crafts
 MORE  MORE  MORE

 Call Chris 229-226-2400 Ext 1810
 chris.white@gaflnews.com

 796655

 presents...
 Whether it’s a little league game, the Christmas on the Square 

 parade or breaking news, The Suwannee Democrat’s 
 photographers capture the story in hundreds of vivid images. 
 Only a few are published in the newspaper.  Visit our photo  gallery to see all our pictures of you, your family, and  friends in the community.  Now you can turn our photos 

 into cherished memories for yourself and loved ones.  Order prints of your favorite photos  or personalize a 
 photo gift item like a mug, t-shirt or mouse pad.

 Suwannee Democrat
 www.suwanneedemocrat.com/photos  79

68
05

Melody Christian Academy

Look out for this Wildcat pitcher. 

Looking for a homerun.

This Wildcat looks to first.                               - Photos: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)
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 To place an ad on this page, please call Treena at 386-362-1734 Ext. 103

 790876

 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 7839
26˙

 Healthy alternatives to potentially unhealthy ingredients
 When trying to get healthy, men and women rightfully place great emphasis  on diet and exercise. A healthy diet and routine exercise make a great team.  Many people don’t exactly jump for joy when adopting a healthy diet because  they may feel the diet must be devoid of their favorite foods to prove  effective.
 But a healthy diet isn’t necessarily one that lacks taste. In fact, changing a  few ingredients is a great way to make some of your favorite dishes healthier  while ensuring you still get to eat them. The following are a few ways to  substitute healthy ingredients in some your favorite recipes, courtesy of the  American Heart Association.
 • Instead of whole milk, use fat-free or low-fat milk.
 • Replace heavy cream with evaporated skim milk or a combination of low-fat  yogurt and plain low-fat unsalted cottage cheese.
 • Replace sour cream with low-fat unsalted cottage cheese or fat-free yogurt;  fat-free sour cream is also a healthier choice than regular sour cream.
 • Swap cream cheese with soft margarine that is low in saturated fat and free  of trans fats and blend the margarine with unsalted fat-free cottage cheese.
 • Use margarine that is low in saturated fats and free of trans fats when a  recipe calls for butter.
 • Choose egg whites instead of regular eggs.

 But healthy eating goes beyond ingredients. Many people find it difficult to avoid all  of those delicious yet typically unhealthy snacks. But even snacks can be healthy  and provide an energy boost throughout the day. All it takes is choosing the right  snacks as opposed to those most readily available, which are often the most  unhealthy.
 • Replace potato or corn chips with pretzels or reduced sodium low-fat potato chips.
 • Avoid high-fat cookies and crackers in favor of fat-free or low-fat options, including  graham crackers, rice cakes, and fig or fruit bars.
 • Choose angel food cake over devil’s food cake.
 • Replace ice cream bars on hot afternoons with frozen fruit bars.
 • When making pudding, make it with fat-free or low-fat milk instead of whole milk.
 • Opt for toast instead of a doughnut or bagel.
 Fortunately, many restaurants have started informing customers about the  ingredients in their offerings, and some establishments are even obligated by law to  share calorie information with their customers. Still, the AHA notes that there are  ways for customers to go one step further and make the meals they enjoy when  dining out even healthier.

 • Replace cream-based soups with broths that  boast lots of vegetables.
 • Request melba toast, pita bread or whole-grain  rolls in lieu of bread, muffins or croissants.
 • Choose a baked potato or brown rice instead  of french fries.
 • Request that your chicken be grilled instead of  fried.
 • End you meal with nonfat yogurt, sherbet or  fruit ice instead of a sundae or ice cream.
 A healthy diet doesn’t have to be bland. To learn  more about how to enjoy the foods you love  without putting your health at risk, visit the  American Heart Association at www.heart.org.

Calendar of Events
The First Baptist Church of Dowling Park 

Invites you to an exciting gospel concert featuring the
Southern Grace Quartet on April 7 at 6 PM. Bring your
friends and neighbors. A free will offering will be taken.
The church is located at 11274 235th Ln. In Dowling
Park near the intersection of CR 136 and CR 250.

You are invited to breakfast with
members of the Live Oak Community
Monday-Friday
Holy Week 2013
March 25-29
At: first United Methodist church
311 South Ohio Ave.
7 a.m. - 7:50 a.m. each morning
Enjoy a full southern breakfast each morning
prepared by the Methodist men of First United

Methodist Church
Monday morning - Rev Bill Rhoads, Pine Grove UMC
Tuesday morning - Rev. Stan Posey, New Harmony

UMC
Wednesday morning - Lisa Kreihn, LOVE, INC.
Thursday morning - Ben Tarpley, Hammers and Hearts
Friday morning - District Court Judge Andrew Decker,

St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
Each year the BHS Senior Class

sponsors the Little Miss BHS pageant  
This years pageant will be April 20 at 7p.m. in the BHS

Auditorium.  Girls currently enrolled in BES Kinder-
garten and First grade are eligible to participate.  Regis-
tration forms are available at Branford Elementary and
Branford High Schools.  Registration fee is $25.00.  All
girls interested in participating must be registered by
April 5.

AARP Driver Safety Class for Seniors
AARP is offering the Driver Safety class for Seniors at

Advent Christian Village – Depot Room, Village Center,
23728 Park Center Drive, Live Oak, FL 32060 on Friday
April 12 from 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM with ½ hour for lunch.
Please bring a sack lunch. Defensive driving techniques
will be taught aimed at keeping you safe on the road. The
impact of aging on driving, current and new rules of the
road in Florida will be reviewed. There are no tests. The
Certificate of Completion is good for a discount on your
vehicle insurance for 3 years. Drive safer with confi-
dence, longer. Registration is required. Please call 352-
333-3036. 

Gospel sing & potluck supper
Saturday April 6, 2013

Chicken Pilaf
Pot-luck supper
at 6 p.m. *concert 7 p.m.
Lee Worship Center Church
Living word of faith fellowship
471 S.E. Magnolia Dr.
Lee, Fla.
*Proceeds will go to the building fund.
For more information or to get on the program, please

call Allen at 850-869-9977
The Branford Camera Club 

Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month at Cuzin’s
Restaurant with a couple of exceptions.  Visit Branford
Camera Club on Facebook or call Carolyn Hogue, 386-
935-2044, for more information.

Suwannee County Branch NAACP - Unit #5137
President: Mr. Lesley White
Mailing address: P.O. Box 6105, Live Oak, FL 32064
Telephone: 386-647-7360
Email: al101st@comcast.net
Meetings: First Monday in each month at 6 p.m. Ex.

Bd., 7 p.m. membership meeting
“FREE nursing home planning workshop!  

Anyone who is concerned about how they will pay for
nursing home care should attend this informative work-
shop led by local elder law attorney Teresa Byrd Mor-
gan.  The program will be held Thursday, March 28,
2013, at 10:00 a.m., at Morgan Law Center for Estate &
Legacy Planning (234 East Duval Street, Lake
City).  Seating is limited and reservations are required.
To reserve a seat, please call Tammy Hale at 386-755-
1977.”

Free Genealogy Workshop
sponsored by
United Daughters of the Confederacy®
Olustee Chapter, Lake City 
held at the Lake City Library (West Branch) on Satur-

day, April 13th, 2013 from 1-4PM 
Please RSVP to Linda Williams 352-215-8776 or

ilovemyancestors@windstream.net
McAlpin Advent Christian Church presents Easter

egg hunt
Saturday, March 30 at 2 p.m. Bring the whole family

out
for food, games, fun and fellowship!
17214 89th Road McAlpin, Fla. 32062 for more infor-

mation call 386-758-8896
The Sparkleberry Chapter of the 

Florida Native Plant Society
Sparkleberry Chapter meetings are held the 2nd Tues-

day of each month, except June, July, and August, at
Hatch Park in Branford.  Please contact Chapter Presi-
dent Mae Brandt,maebrandt@bellsouth.net, 386-466-
0915, for more information.

Senior Citizens motorcoach tours
Madison Travel & Tours, Madison, Fla. 850-973-6439
Cape Cod & Plymouth 
June 8-16, 2013                                                 
Pigeon Forge & Smoky Mt. Show Trip 
Oct. 14-18, 2013 
Branson Show Extravaganza
Oct. 12 -20, 2013
New York City  
Dec. 4-12, 2013

Boy Scout Troop 408
Meets on Thursdays from 7-8:30 at the American Le-

gion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., Live Oak. This is ap-
prox. 5.5 miles south of town and 1.5 miles east of Hwy.
129. Membership is open to boys ages 11-17. Join us for
camping, hiking, canoeing, and many other outdoor ac-
tivities.

Elks Lodge Bingo
Bingo is every Monday night from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at

the lodge Non Smoking, Kitchen is open serving sand-
wiches, onion rings, etc.

Cub Scout Pack 408
Meets on Mondays from 6:30-7:30 at the American

Legion Post 107, 10726 142nd St., Live Oak. This is ap-
proximately 5.5 miles south of town and 1.5 east of Hwy.
129. Membership is open to boys ages 6-10. Join us for
camping, archery, BB shooting, and many other fun ac-
tivities. Parents encouraged to participate.

The Arc North Florida
Recycle with us

We recycle: Name brand ink cartridges and laser car-
tridges, working cell phones w/electric cord, digital cam-
eras - GPS - MP3, laptops.

For more info on how you can help The Arc recycle
products please call 386-362-7143 Ext. 5.

supporting adults with intellectual & developmental
disabilities in Suwannee, Hamilton, Lafayette, Columbia
& Baker Counties.

The Wellborn United Methodist Church 
Located at 12005 CR 137 in downtown Wellborn.

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE 6B
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Classifieds
North Florida

Place a classified: Call 386-362-1734 or toll free 1-800-525-4182
or fax 386-364-5578 Hours are M-F 8 am - 5 pm • closed Sat. & Sun.

Reaching 14,100 households each week

 784025
 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

FCAN
787565

FIND OVER 1,000 ITEMS
IN TODAY’S NORTH FLORIDA

CLASSIFIED

FirstDay

Find that special pet today in the 
North Florida Classifieds

LOOKING FOR A NEW PET?

 Adoption

 A childless married couple  seeks 
 to adopt. Financial security. 
 Homestudy approved!

 Let’s help each other. Expenses 
 paid. Carolyn & Ken. Call Sklar 
 Law Firm 1-800-218-6311. 

 Bar#0150789

 Auctions

 Abalauction.com-Wakulla 
 County,  Crawfordville, Fl 3br 2ba 
 split plan. Online bidding now 
 through April 3, (850)510-2501 

 ab2387 broker

 Education

 MEDICAL BILLING 
 TRAINEES NEEDED!  Train to 
 become a Medical Office Assistant. 
 NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
 Online training gets you Job ready 
 ASAP. HS Diploma/GED & PC/
 Internet needed! (888)926-7884

 For Sale

 LEATHER LIVING ROOM 
 SET , In Original Plastic, Never 

 Used , Org. $3,000, sacrifice $975.-
 - CHERRY BEDROOM SET, Solid 
 Wood, new in factory boxes--$895. 
 Can Deliver. Bill (813)298-0221.

 Help Wanted

 Driver - Qualify for any portion 
 of $.03/mile,  quarterly bonus: $.01 
 Safety, $.01 Production, $.01 MPG. 
 Two raises in first year. 3 months 
 recent experience. 800-414-9569

 Transfer Drivers: Need 20 
 Contract Drivers,  CDL A or B to 
 relocate vehicles to and from 

 various locations throughout US—
 No forced dispatch: (800) 501-3783 
 www.mamotransportation.com

 Experienced OTR Flatbed 
 Drivers earn 50 up to 55cpm 

 loaded. $1000 sign on to Qualified 
 drivers. Home most weekends. Call: 

 (843)266-3731 / 
 www.bulldoghiway.com. EOE

 787565

 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED 
 NOW!  Learn to drive for US 

 Xpress! Earn $700 per week! No 
 experience needed! Local CDL 
 Traning. Job ready in 15 days! 

 (888)368-1964

 Homes For Rent

 Buy 1—3BD Homes From $1,000/
 mo!  PreForclosured and Rent-2-
 Own Homes! Bad credit OK! Only 
 500 Credit Score Min! To learn 
 more and access local listings call 

 1-866-955-0621

 Miscellaneous

 MEDICAL CAREERS begin 
 here – Train ONLINE for Allied 
 Health and Medical Management. 
 Job placement assistance. Financial 

 Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
 authorized. Call 888-203-3179 
 www.CenturaOnline.com

 ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
 from Home.   *Medical, *Business, 
 *Criminal Justice, *Hospitality. Job 
 placement assistance. Financial Aid 
 if qualified. SCHEV authorized. 

 Call 800-443-5186 
 www.CenturaOnline.com

 AIRLINES ARE HIRING  – Train 
 for hands on Aviation Maintenance 
 Career. FAA approved program. 
 Financial aid if qualified – Housing 
 available CALL Aviation Institute 
 of Maintenance 866-314-3769

 AIRLINE CAREERS – Become an 
 Aviation Maintenance Tech. FAA 
 approved training. Financial aid if 
 qualified – Housing available. Job 
 placement assistance. CALL 

 Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
 866-314-3769

 OTR Drivers Wanted

 IN A RUT? WANT A CAREER, 
 NOT JUST A JOB?

 Train to be a professional truck 
 driver in ONLY 16 DAYS!

 The avg. truck driver earns $700+/
 wk*! Get CDL Training @ NFCC/

 Roadmaster!

 Approved for Veterans Training. 
 Don’t Delay, Call Today! 866-467-

 0060 
 *DOL/BLS 2012

 Real Estate / Land For Sale

 BANK-REPOSSESSION
 SMITH  LAKE, ALABAMA.

 Prime dockable Homesite $49,900. 
 Bank loss of $120K per lot, over 
 $3 million on 34 lots, makes 

 possible a $200K+ homesite for 25 
 cents on the dollar. Level to water, 
 no stairs. Build at water’s edge. 
 NEW  TO  MARKET. Roads and 
 utilities in place. Available April 
 20th. Make early appointment. 
 Once in a lifetime opportunity. 

 Call (877) 448-6816.

 Real Estate/ Mobile Homes

 Mobile Homes with land. 
 Ready to move in. Owner 

 Financing with approved credit.
  3Br 2Ba. No renters. 
 850-308-6473 

 LandHomesExpress.com

 Schools & Instruction

 COMPUTER TECHNICIANS 
 TRAINING!

 Train for PC Technical Careers at 
 www.sctrain.edu

 No computer Experience Needed! 
 Job placement Assistance

 HS Diploma/GED a Must Start 
 Immediately!
 1-888-872-4677

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 03-18-13 - 03-22-13
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Calendar of Events
From Live Oak and points west, travel east on U.S. 90 to
the blinker light at CR 137. Turn left and go about a mile,
crossing the railroad tracks. The church is located about
a quarter mile north of the tracks on the left (look for
signs). From Lake City and points east, travel west on
U.S. 90 to the blinker light at CR 137 and turn right. 

The Suwannee Chapter of the 
Florida Trail Association

Monthly meetings on the second Monday of the
month, September through June, at the Suwannee River
Water Management District Office, 9225 CR 49, Live
Oak, from 7 to 9 p.m. (The office is located on the cor-
ner of US 90 and CR 49, 2 miles east of Live Oak.)The
Suwannee Chapter of the Florida Trail Association de-
velops, maintains, protects and promotes many miles of
the Florida National Scenic Trail, including the Econfina,
Ellaville and Big Oak Trails. Founded in 1993, the chap-
ter serves Dixie, Columbia, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madi-
son, Taylor and Suwannee Counties. Monthly meetings
provide information on a wide variety of topics pertain-
ing to nature, ecology, wildlife of the area, photography,
etc.  The public is cordially invited to join us for our
monthly meetings as well as hiking/paddling activities
throughout the year.Contact Chapter Chair, Sylvia Dun-
nam, 386-362-3256 or by e-mail at: dunnams@wind-
stream.net, for more information on the association or
the monthly program. You may also visit the web site at:
www.suwannee.floridatrail.org or
www.meetup.com/Suwannee-FTA for a calendar of ac-
tivities.

Suwannee County Bassmasters
Do you enjoy bass fishing?
Are you the competitive type?
Do you enjoy associating with other fisherman?
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Thurs. of each

month at Huddle House in Live Oak, US 129 and Inter-
state 10.
The club fishes on the Sat. following the Thurs. meet-

ing at various N. Fla. locations.
Come to our next meeting or call for details Mike

Johnson 386-688-4780 or Robert Dees 386-688-0978.
Antioch Baptist Church
“Stars Widow Group”

Every 4th Thurs. of each month at 10:30 a.m. 5203 CR
795 Live Oak, Fla. 32060  386-362-3101

Recovery By The Numbers group 
Narcotics Anonymous Meets Wed and Friday at 7:30

p.m. at St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 1391 11th St. S.W.
Live Oak 386-249-3505 or Help Line # 866-352-5323,
http://uncoastna.org Recovery by the numbers is not af-
filiated with St. Lukes.

Travel baseball team
North Florida River Rats 10u and 11u Travel baseball
team is looking for players. If interested, please con-

tact 
Jamie Allbritton @ 386- 209-0166
Aluminum can recycle to help save the cats

Save the Cats of Live Oak. 
Please help us help them. Save your aluminum for re-

cycling. Recycle trailer located in vacant lot next to
Dairy Queen. Donations of kitty food, wet food, litter
and money to help with expenses can be taken to Thrift
Store, 303 East Howard Street, next to Suwannee Demo-
crat. We need your help to help them. Spay, neuter, med-
ications, food, litter and money contributions. We are a
non-profit group 501C3 being applied for.  For more in-
formation, call Barney at 386-364-1006.
Suwannee Democratic Executive Committee meeting
Suwannee DEC will meet on the second Thursday of

every month at 7 p.m. at Live Oak City
Hall, 101 White Ave., Live Oak, FL 32064.

Save the Cats Live Oak
Volunteers needed!

T.N.R. campaign to save Live Oaks ferrel cats has been
started. Ferrel and stray cats will be trapped, neutered
and returned to where they were trapped. All kittens &
friendly cats will be adopted out.
Donations needed: Cat food, wet & dry, money for

neutering, traps, carriers, cages, food & water containers
etc. Anyone interested in helping in any way please con-
tact Barney at 386-364-1006 or Ray Cobb 386-688-0036.
Donations needed for Save the Cats of Live Oak
Food barrels for donations of wet & dry food as well

as litter are located at Tractor Supply (Lake City and Live
Oak) Winn-Dixie, Dollar General Stores, Freds, Down-
town Cafe & Big Wheel Market Place. Other items need-
ed include $ for spay & neuter, blankets, totes, towels,
building supplies, services of a carpenter. Please call for
additional info 386-364-1006. Non-profit 501C3 being
applied for.

Save the cats Live Oak
Special kittens adoption have several beautiful, cud-

dley kittens, male & females all have been spay &
neutered, checked for FIV, lukemia and rabies shots.
Special donation rate $30. To have these things done at a
vet clinic would cost over $100. We are a 501-C3 non-
profit reserve. Also need donations of kitten food, dry
food and tidy cats litter. Bring donations to Big Wheel
Market Place,  317 W. Howard St or Downtown Cafe,
Tractor Supply or Freds. Call for additional information
Barney 386-364-1006.

TOPS Fl #0662
We would like to invite everyone that has a little or a

lot of weight to lose, to come visit us. TOPS is a weight
loss support group. We strive to help each other through
out our meetings. We have different programs such as
stress eating, the buffet, portion control, exercise, med-
ications that can cause weight gain, and more. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly is an organization that supports you
while striving to meet your goal wight, as well as after
meeting your goal, and you are working to maintaining
our goal. TOPS 0662 meets on Thursday mornings at the
First Advent Christian Church, 699 Pinewood Dr., Live
Oak, Fla. We start our weight in at 8 - 8:50 a.m. The
meeting starts at 9 -10 a.m. your first visit is free, so
come and let us support you in your challenge to Take
Off Pounds Sensibly. For more information contact
Elaine at 386-364-5537.

Volunteer advocates needed 

Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program needs
volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates who
protect the rights of elders who live in nursing homes, as-
sisted living facilities and adult family care homes.  The
program’s local councils are seeking additional volun-
teers to identify, investigate and resolve residents’ con-
cerns.  Special training and certification is provided. 
All interested individuals who care about protecting

the health, safety, welfare and rights of long-term care fa-
cility residents -- who often have no one else to advocate
for them -- are encouraged to call toll-free 1-888-831-
0404 or visit the program’s website at http://ombuds-
man.myflorida.com.
Bryan Morgan
Recruitment Manager
Department of Elder Affairs
Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program
988 Woodcock Rd, Suite 198
Orlando, FL 32803
850-510-3920 (cellular)
407-228-7752 (office)
407-228-7754 (fax)
morganb@elderaffairs.org

Navy and Marine Corps
Shipmates who served on the USS Columbus CA-

74/CG-12 from 1944 through 1976 and the USS Colum-
bus (SSN-762) past and present, if you would like to
share memories and camaraderie with old friends and
make new ones, please contact Allen R. Hope, President,
3828 Hobson Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815-4505. 
Home: (260) 486-2221 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Eastern time. 
Fax: 260-492-9771
email: Hope4391@frontier.com

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meetings are held on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at

8 p.m. The meetings are at Nobles Ferry Road next to
Meridian Behavioral Health Center. For more informa-
tion, please call 386-362-4221 or 386-688-3133.

Haven Hospice
Compassionate Friends, a national bereavement orga-

nization that helps families who have lost a child, is host-
ing a support group at Haven Hospice. The group will
meet the third Monday of every month from 7-9 p.m. at
the Suwannee Valley Hospice Care Center at 6037 US
Highway 90 West. For more information, please call 386-
697-0286 or email findhopetoday@gmail.com  

Native Plants, Native People
Presented by Barbara Hines. Barbara will discuss how

the native people and early settlers in Florida used the na-
tive plants of this region. She is a Registered Profession-
al Archaeologist and the Outreach Coordinator for the
North Central Region of the Florida Public Archaeology
Network (FPAN). She specializes in historic archaeology
of the 19th and early 20th century. Her interests include
the turpentine and lumber industry, early Florida archi-
tecture, and Southeastern Indian communities. 
For more information contact: President: Carol Sulli-

van, 386-364-9309, csullivan12@windstream.net, for
more information on the Florida Native Plant Society:
www.fnps.org.
The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to

promote the preservation, conservation and plant restora-
tion of the native plant communities. 

TOPS FL 798
We know everyone has different hopes and dreams,

different health conditions and weight loss goals. TOPS
helps people meet their individual needs through group
support.
However you measure success and whatever you have

to lose, TOPS is here for you. Change take time. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly supports you, no matter how long, even
after you've reached your goal. There is no quick fixes at
TOPS and no phony guarantees about weight loss. It's up
to you and it's a total commitment on your part, but if you
bring the desire, we can help. We meet every Wed. morn-
ing at 10 a.m. at the Community Church of God, 10639
Hwy 129 S, Live Oak, Fla. For more information contact
Dorie at 386-658-2767

Alzheimer's Support Group
First Tuesday of each month at 11 a.m. at Surrey Place

Care Center. 
The Center is located at 110 Lee Ave. SE in Live Oak.
Call Lester Curry at 386-364-5961 for more informa-

tion.
Live Oak Garden Club

Meets on the 3rd Friday of each month,  for a luncheon
and a program for "all gardeners".  The Live Oak Garden
Club is also an ideal location and facility for a wedding
reception, baby shower, family reunion, suitable for any
event up to 100 people. Visit our website at
www.liveoakfloridagardenclub.com or phone Sara at
386-364-4189 for additional information.

Suwannee River Jeep Club & 4X4
SRJC 4X4 is a new off-road club dedicated to Jeeps

but open to other makes of 4X4's. We are looking for
members that enjoy off-roading activity. We are a family
oriented club that have monthly meetings and organize
other activities such as trail rides, camping, mud events
and fundraising events. Please contact Sarah or Cat at
srjc4X4@gmail.com for more info. 386-688-3750
(Sarah). 

Volunteer Opportunity & Meeting Notice
Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program needs

volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates who
protect the rights of elders residing in nursing homes, as-
sisted living facilities and adult family care homes.  The
program’s local councils are seeking additional volun-
teers to identify, investigate and resolve residents’ con-
cerns.  Special training and certification is provided.
All interested individuals 
Who care about protecting the health, safety, welfare

and rights of long-term care facility residents -- who of-
ten have no one else to advocate for them -- are encour-
aged to call toll-free (888) 831-0404 or visit the pro-
gram’s Web site at http://ombudsman.myflorida.com.

Grief recovery is a painful process.  
GriefShare is a weekly video seminar featuring some

of the nation’s foremost experts on grief recovery topics.
Each Wednesday evening seminar is combined with a
grief support group discussion time. GriefShare is held at

FBC Live Oak each Wednesday evening  at 6 p.m.
Volunteers Needed!

Surrey Place Care Center in Live Oak is looking for in-
terested volunteers who would like to share their time
and talents with our senior adults. Volunteers enrich the
lives of our residents and staff by brightening their days
in so many ways!
If you are interested in helping others; if you would

like to experience the gratification and sense of purpose
that comes from working with senior adults with special
needs, then we hope you will accept our invitation to
learn more about the volunteer opportunities we have
available. Surrey Place Care Center welcomes volunteer
involvement in a variety of areas and capacities.
Please join us.
Surrey Place Care Center
Teri Christian, 
Quality of Life Director
386-364-5961
act.surrey@signaturehealthcarellc.com

The Arc North Florida 
Adults with Disabilities Program. Open to Branford

and surrounding adults with intellectual or developmen-
tal disabilities. 
For more information please contact the AWD supervi-

sor Lisa Perry at 386-208-1404 
The McAlpin Community Club 

The Club is located at 9981 170th Terrace in McAlpin,
directly across from the Post Office. Membership fees
are $10.00 per family per year. 
For info call Barbara Parks @ 362-3044 or Debbie

Phillips @ 364-7028
Navy and Marine Corps 

Shipmates who served on the USS Columbus CA-
74/cG-12 from 1944 through 1976 and the USS
COLUMBUS (SSN-762) past and present, if you would
like to share memories and camaraderie with old friends
and make new ones, please contact Allen R. Hope, Pres-
ident, 3828 Hobson Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815-4505.
Home: (260) 486-2221 - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Eastern Time,
Fax: 260-492-9771, email: Hope439@frontier.com.

American Legion Post 107 
Turkey shoot every other Saturday. Take Hwy. 129, six

miles south of Live Oak, turn left at the BINGO sign,
then one mile.

American Legion Post 
Meeting First Thursday of each month at noon. All

military veterans are invited to join us. Contact Bruce
Ward for information at 386-688-4018. 

Wellborn neighborhood watch   
We meet the last Thursday of each month  at the Blake

Lowe Building on 4th Avenue in Wellborn.  We start with
a social get together at 7 p.m. with a covered dish dinner
and have a  relaxed general  discussion on the events in
the community.   Immediately following dinner we have
an invited speaker to broaden our knowledge of what is
happening in our county.   Each month we have a speak-
er that will be interesting and informative.  Call Ruth
Ford @ 386-963-5334 if you have any questions.

Grief support group 
Meeting weekly at First Baptist Church in Live Oak at

6 p.m. on Wednesdays.  Call 362-1583 for more infor-
mation.  Non-denominational - everyone welcome.
Baptist Men's Meeting at Wellborn Baptist Church
The 2nd Thursday night of every month beginning at

6:30 p.m. the men of Wellborn Baptist Church and their
friends join together to eat and worship together with a
special speaker and music. You are invited to come and
bring a dessert. The church is located on Highway 90
West between Live Oak and Lake City at the intersection
with Lowe Lake Road in Wellborn, Fla. Call 386-963-
2231 with any questions or visit our website at
www.wellbornbaptist.com.          

Love Forever
Live Oak Church of Christ, 1497 SR 51 (Irvin Ave)

will be open every third Saturday morning of each month
for a clothes closet and food pantry, 10:30 - 12 noon.
The Columbia Federated Republican Women 

Meet the 2nd Monday of each month, 7 p.m., brown
bag dinner & social time at 6:30 p.m.  Currently we meet
in Lake City at the old Guardian ad Litem yellow house
on Duval Street just east of the First Baptist Church and
across from Advanced Auto. We are committed to ad-
vancing the participation of women in all areas of the po-
litical system and are dedicated to encouraging and em-
powering women of all ages and backgrounds.  Visit the
Florida Association's web page at
http://www.ffrw.net/home.html.  Covering North Central
Florida - all women are encouraged to attend and be in-
volved in the political process! For more
info contact President Gayle Cannon:  386-303-2616,

gcannon@atlantic.net
Free meals for seniors

First Baptist Church of Dowling Park. We are a meal
site for the Suwannee River Economic Council. Free
meals are served for seniors over the age of 60 in the
church fellowship hall Monday through Friday from 12
noon to 1 p.m. For more information or to sign up, please
contact us at 386-658-2360.

Volunteer Opportunity & Meeting Notice
Florida’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program needs

volunteers to join its corps of dedicated advocates who
protect the rights of elders residing in nursing homes, as-
sisted living facilities and adult family care homes.  The
program’s local councils are seeking additional volun-
teers to identify, investigate and resolve residents’ con-
cerns.  Special training and certification is provided. All
interested individuals who care about protecting the
health, safety, welfare and rights of long-term care facil-
ity residents -- who often have no one else to advocate
for them -- are encouraged to call toll-free (888) 831-
0404 or visit the program’s Web site at  HYPERLINK
"http://ombudsman.myflorida.com/" http://ombuds-
man.myflorida.com. 

Christian Mission In Action Ministry 
Will serve dinners  from 11 a.m. until  1 p.m. second

Saturday of every month at Hale Park Recreation Center
at 105 East Duval St., Live Oak, FL. For information call
Audrey Howell @ 386-364-4560.

Continued From Page 4B

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE 7B
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Calendar of Events
Boy Scout Troop 693

Weekly meetings, Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:00 p. m., at the
Church of the Nazarene, 915 Church St., SW.  The troop
goes camping monthly as well as attends winter and/or
summer week-long camps.  The program is for boys who
have completed the 5th grade, or is 11-years old, and un-
til their 18 birthdays.  Adults are welcome to participate
as leaders, committee members and/or merit badge coun-
selors - after passing mandatory background checks.  For
additional information on the Boy Scouting program in
Live Oak, contact the troop’s scoutmaster, Harry Reeve,
386 590-6121, troop693@windstream.net.  

Wellborn Community Association (WCA) 
Meets second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m., at the

Wellborn Community Center, 1340 - 8th Avenue, Well-
born.  For info contact Wendell Snowden, 386-963-1157,
follow us on Facebook, or see www.wellborncommu-
nityassociation.com.  A Blueberry Pancake Breakfast is
held the first Saturday of each month serving blueberry
pancakes, sausage, orange juice and coffee. 

Auxiliary of the American Legion Post 107 
Hosting Wall of Honor. The Auxiliary of the American

Legion Post 107 is hosting a Wall of Honor. If you have
a friend or relative that is currently in active duty of any
of the military branches, we would like to honor him/her
by posting a picture and name on our Wall of Honor. It
will be located in the American Legion main hall on post
107. Please send name, rank and branch of service, along
with current photograph, to Teri Hamilton, Americanism
Committee Chairman, Legion Auxiliary, 12364 146th
Terrace, Live Oak, Fla. 32060. 386-362-7978.

Addiction Support Group
Greater Visions faith-based addictions support group

meets weekly in two locations. Meetings are held on
Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. in Lake City at the Christ Cen-
tral Church building on Sister's Welcome Road. The
group also meets Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in Live
Oak at the Suwannee Coalition office located at 208
North Ohio Ave. This group provides spiritual and emo-
tional support in a non-judgmental setting. Come experi-
ence the freedom from addictions that is found in Christ.
Greater Visions is an outreach of Christ Central but open
to anyone. For more information contact 386-208-1345. 

Senior Luncheon at Wellborn Baptist Church
The 2nd Tuesday of every month beginning at 11, there

is a senior luncheon with a special speaker and music.
Everyone is invited to come and bring a covered dish.
The church is located on Highway 90 West between Live
Oak and Lake City at the intersection with Lowe Lake
Road in Wellborn, Fla. Call 386-963-2231 with any ques-
tions or visit our website at www.wellbornbaptist.com.

Lake Park Line Dancers 
Offer beginner  lessons Tuesdays 1 - 2:15 pm. at Lake

Park United Methodist Church in the Fellowship Hall on
Hwy 41 S. at S. Essa Street. For info call (229)455-2267.

Line dance
Lessons at Uncle Freddy’s, Lake Park next to KOA Of-

fice Across from Outlet Mall I-75 at Twin Lakes Blvd.
(Hwy. 376)  5274 Jewell Futch Rd. 2nd Friday/mo. 7 - 8
p.m., 4th Saturday/mo. 7 - 8 p.m. For more information
contact: talbot483@gmail.com or call: 229/455-2267

Beginner line dance lessons 
Tuesdays 1 - 2:15 p.m. Lake Park United Methodist

Church in the Fellowship Hall, Hwy 41 S. at  S. Essa
Street.  For info call (229)455-2267.

Greater Visions Support Group
Addiction Support Group: Greater Visions faith-based

addictions support group meets weekly in two locations.
Meetings are held on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. in Lake
City at the Christ Central Church building on Sister’s
Welcome Road. The group also meets Thursday morn-
ings at 9:30 a.m. in Live Oak at the Suwannee Coalition
office located at 208 North Ohio Avenue. This group pro-
vides spiritual and emotional support in a non-judgmen-
tal setting. Come experience the freedom from addictions
that is found in Christ. Greater Visions is an outreach of
Christ Central but open to anyone.  For more information
contact 208-1345. 

Pickin' & Grinnin' 
Every Saturday 6 p.m. Spirit of the Suwannee Music

Park
If you play an ocoustic instrument or just like to sit and

listen to good Country, Gospel or Blue Grass music,
come on out to the Pickin' shed in the loop camping area.
Pot luck dinners the third Saturday of each month. Join
us --- its fun ---- its free! Sponsored by Suwannee River
Bluegrass Association.

GFWC Woman's Club of Live Oak 
Is available for rentals until 11 p.m. Is there a baby

shower, wedding reception, holiday party or other event
coming up? Please call Julie at 362-7303 to reserve your
date and time. Make a wonderful memory.

Weatherization funding available
Funding is available for Home Repairs in Suwannee

County. Families must meet income eligibility require-
ments for services. Examples of weatherizing repairs that
could be available are installation of doors, windows, in-
sulation, hot water heaters and window air conditioners.
For more information, please call the local Suwannee
River Economic, Inc. at (386) 362-6079.

Free English Classes 
Clases de Ingles - Gratis, aprenden, Pronunciacion,

Conversacion, cada lunes y jueves, 7-9 p.m. Maestra Fe-
licia Doty y el equipo, 386-249-0096.  Las clases van es-
tar en la Iglesia Episcopal, San Lukas, 1391 SW 11th St.,
(Se encuenntra la Iglesia en frente del hospital en Live
Oak).

I am putting together a family history book 
On the descendants of Stephen, William & Sarah Ann

Grant. Surnames include Grant, Hewitt, Adams, Land,
McCray, McClamma & any other related. If you would
like to submit information or photos or are interested,
please contact Cher Newell at 386-209-1559 or 386-364-
1608.
Stop, drop and Recycle for Adults with Disabilities.
Comprehensive Community Services Inc. Invites you

to participate in our recycling project campaign. CCS
Clients are recycling - Printer Ink Cartridges,  Laser Car-
tridges, Cell Phones -Any Kind,  MP3 Players Drop off

at Lafayette Extension Office, Wes Haney Chevrolet,
Suwannee Tax Collectors, Live Oak City Hall,  or the
CCS Office, larger quantities can be picked up. For more
information on how your business can  join the CCS re-
cycling team call Janet Sampson, 386-362-7143 ext 5                                                                      

Free Sunday lunch
Live Oak

For the past several months a group headed up by Pat
and JoAnn Lynch have been serving a free lunch at the
community center in Live Oak the last Sunday of the
month. We need volunteers to help set up and serve the
meals.  If you are interested in volunteering you may
contact Pat and Jo Ann Lynch at (386) 935-1076 or Roger
Burnside at (386) 935-3343.    

Did you earn your pin?
Reconnect with your shipmates and help preserve the

memories. With more than 13,000 members and over 150
chapters throughout the United States, your rank or rate
and status are active, retired or honorably discharged are
secondary to the purposes of the organization. We are all
brothers of “The Pin.” We band together to honor the
memories of the over 4,000 men who EARNED THE
RIGHT to wear” Dolphins” to maintain the bonds of
friendship and camaraderie.You are invited to contact us
through the address below for more information: 
National Contact:
United States Submarine Veterans, PO Box 3870 Sil-

verdale, WA 98383 or 1-877-542-DIVE r www.ussvi.org.
Local contact:W. Ray Rausch, 386-209-1473,
uss483@windstream.net, 10035 105th Drive, Live Oak,
Fl 32060.

First Baptist Church of Live Oak, Fla. 
Will begin holding a weekly grief recovery support

group.  GriefShare is a non-denominational Biblically
based 13 week program for people who are struggling
with losing a loved one in death.  People can enter at any
point in the 13 weeks.  It will be held at 6 p.m. on
Wednesdays.  First Baptist Church is located at 401 W.
Howard in Live Oak.  For more information, people may
call 386-362-1583 or find us on the web at www.fb-
cliveoak.org.                                                                             

Haven Hospice hosts 
Helping Hands Volunteer Orientation When: Every

Tuesday morning at 10 a.m.
Where: Haven Hospice Suwannee Valley Care Center,

6037 W. U.S. Hwy 90, Lake City, Fl. Call Carolyn Long
at 386-752-9191 for more information.

Donate your old cars
People may be thinking of donating their old cars as

part of a clean up. The Boys and Girls Clubs would be
happy to take their old cars. People donating to the Clubs
will not only get rid of the unwanted car but will be con-
tributing to the clubs. Boys and Girls Clubs really work
with kids in most communities and offer a safe place for
them. If you wish to donate a car, call 800-246-0493. Not
only will donators be helping the kids, they will be able
to take sale price as a contribution for income tax pur-
poses.

Talent Search
Do you sing or play and instrument? Do you act or

dance? Do you like to read or spend time with a friend in
wonderful conversation? WE WANT YOU! Suwannee
Health Care & Rehab Center is looking for your talent for
our residents. Dinner for two - $45; One night at the
Beach - $125; One hour volunteering to make memories
that last forever - PRICELESS! Call: Lynn Brannon, Ac-
tivities Director 386-362-7860 or 386-590-2961. 

Donations needed!
Suwannee County Environmental Watchdogs, a non-

profit organization, seeks donations for yard sale mer-
chandise. Info: Sandy, 386-364-8020.  

CJBAT tests
Monday - Thursday

Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment): CJ-
BAT (Criminal Justice Basic Abilities Test) at NFCC
Testing Center (Bldg. #16), Madison. CJBAT is required
for acceptance into Corrections & Law Enforcement pro-
grams. Photo ID required. Pre-registration & scheduling
time and date are required. To register please call 850-
973-9451.

College Placement Tests
Monday - Thursday

Monday  Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment): College
Placement Test (CPT), NFCC Testing Center (Bldg.
#16), 5 p.m., Madison. Register in NFCC Student Ser-
vices 24 hours before test. For information please call
850-973-9451.

TABE tests
Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment): TABE

(Test of Adult Basic Education) at NFCC Testing Center
(Bldg. #16), Madison. TABE is required for acceptance
into vocational/technical programs. Photo ID required.
Pre-registration & scheduling time & date are required.
To register please call 850-973-9451.

Love a mystery?
Try locating your ancestors by working on your fami-

ly tree.  The Suwannee Valley Genealogy Society invites
you to join and learn how to find your ancestors.  Mem-
bership is $30 for a single member or $35 for a family.
Corporate membership is also available for donations of
$100 or more (tax deductible).  Meetings are held on the
first Thursday of each month at 7 PM at the Genealogy
Center at 215 Wilbur Street SW in Live Oak.  The library
is open on Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.
and the talented folks there will be glad to help.  For
more information call Jinnie or Alice at 386-330-0110.

Free English-speaking and literacy classes
Provided by Columbia County School District's Career

and Adult Education Program. Where: Wellborn, Florida,
Unity of God Ministries, Inc., 12270 County Road 137
When: Every Thursday, 5:30 p.m.-8 p.m. Activities for
children will be provided. Please contact 386-755-8190
for additional information.

Suwannee County Republican Executive 
Committee Meeting.

First Thursday, 7 p.m.  The meeting will be held in the
council chambers of Live Oak City Hall at 7 p.m. City
Hall is located on the corner of White St. and US 90 in
Live Oak. For more information please visit our website:
www.suwanneegop.com  or call Mary Lou Sharp at 386-
963-5213

Continued From Page 6B
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