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The city of Live Oak has
filed a lien against a property
on which an historical home
sits that once belonged to Ruby

McCollum. The house at 218
Woods Ave. in Live Oak was
once the family home of the
late numbers racketeer Sam
McCollum and his wife Ruby
McCollum, who was once ac-
cused of shooting and killing

Dr. C. Leroy Adams in the
1950s. The estate is currently
under the ownership of their
son, Samuel McCollum Jr. 
McCollum was cited on

Sept. 20 for several violations
and was told to remove all
weeds, undergrowth, clean up

City files lien against
McCollum estate
Says property still not cleaned up 

The McCollum estate on Woods Avenue in Live Oak. SEE CITY, PAGE 14A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

A local cash advance
store was robbed late Mon-
day afternoon, according to
Suwannee County Sheriff’s
Office Chief Deputy Ron
Colvin.

According to Colvin, a
call came in about 4:27
p.m. of a robbery at Ad-
vance America Cash Ad-
vance at 6828 Suwannee
Plaza Lane, Live Oak. 
The store clerk said that

the individual had been in
the store and around the

Advance America Cash Advance in the Walmart shopping
plaza was robbed late Monday afternoon. The suspect is
still being sought. - Photo: Bryant Thigpen 

Cash advance
store robbed
Suspect sought 

SEE CASH, PAGE 14A

Staff
The Withlacoochee River tested

below established water quality
standards here after the failure of a
waste water treatment plant in Val-

dosta, according to the Suwannee
River Water Management District. 
“The Florida Department of En-

vironmental Protection sampled
the river after the failure last

month of a wastewater treatment
plant in Valdosta,” according to
the SRWMD. 

This aerial view shows the Suwannee River at Ivey Memorial Park in Branford Friday. - Photo: FWC’s Karen Parker. 

Suwannee crests in some areas 

Withlacoochee tests OK 

SEE SUWANNEE, PAGE 14A

SCFR: Building a team
“The drills that we
have incorporated
have helped us to
step up the skills
of our employees,
and it helps us to
be more prepared
for whatever
situation we 
may face.”

- Public Safety Director
James Sommers

Firefighter prepares for his training inside a
mobile training trailer. - Photos: Bryant Thigpen 

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Suwannee County
Fire/Rescue held a mini se-
ries of fire drills through-
out several days. Since
James Sommers took over
as public safety director, it
was his mission to increase
training and to develop
team building exercises.
For this month, the depart-

ment did a series of train-
ings using a tractor trailer.
The inside of the tractor

trailer is set up like a single
wide mobile home. It in-
cludes a kitchen, bed-
rooms, hallways, and in-
cludes a second floor with
obstacles in the hallway.
The floor and walls are
painted black and the trail-
er is completely dark. To
increase the level of diffi-
culty and to simulate a real
fire, the team uses fog ma-
chines to create a smoke
filled environment. In-
structors place a human-
like object inside the trailer
that the firemen use their
skills and techniques to
find. 
“What we learn using

this trailer is invaluable,”
Sommers said. “The drills

SEE SCFR, PAGE 14A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Live Oak Community
Redevelopment Agency
agreed to accept the deeds to
the condemned buildings in
downtown Live Oak at the

CRA board meeting on
Wednesday, March 6. The
buildings on West Howard
Street and the corner of Pine
Avenue have been con-
demned since TS Debby visit-

No demolition date has been rescheduled 

The Live Oak Redevelopment Agency could become owners of the
condemned buildings in downtown Live Oak.

SEE CRA, PAGE 14A

CRA will accept
condemned buildings

LIVE OAK CHOCOLATE
FESTIVAL IS SATURDAY
The Live Oak Chocolate Festival will return to the
streets of Live Oak beginning at 9 a.m. with artists,
crafters and chocolatiers. There will be entertainment
and demonstrations throughout the day including
book readings, storytelling and cooking exhibitions.  

See story, Page 14A.

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee County
Board of County Com-
missioners recently an-
nounced their efforts to
accept resumes for the
county attorney position.
The contract with current

County Attorney Hal
Airth expires on May 31.
At the county commis-

sioners regular monthly
meeting on March 5,
County Administrator
Randy Harris announced
the bids of those who

Who could be next county attorney?
Current attorney’s
contract expires in May

SEE WHO, PAGE 14A
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when judicial proof is pre-
sented to us by you or the
authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
SCSO-Suwannee Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office
LOPD-Live Oak Police

Department
FDLE-Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP-Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC-Florida Wildlife

Commission
DOT-Department of

Transportation
OALE-Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforcement
P & P-Probation and Pa-

role
USMS-US Marshals Ser-

vice
ATF-Department of Al-

cohol, Tobacco and
Firearms
DOC-Department of

Corrections 

Mar 7, Brandon John
Stoudemire, 25, 2120 SW
142nd Street, Gainesville,
FL, VOP O/C Sale of Marj
X2, VOP O/C Sale of Marj
X2: SCSO- A. Loston
Mar 7, Justin James

Wooddell, 21, 300 SW Lot-
tie Ct, Lake City, FL,
Felony Flee and Att Elude
LEO: SCSO- A. Loston
Mar 8, Raul Vanegas

Garcia, 31, 272 Lafayette
Street, Mayo, FL, No Valid
DL, Attach Tag Not As-
signed: SCSO- W. Kelly
Mar 8, Charles Lee

Henderson, 23, 16814
Mills St, White Springs,
FL, Suw Co-Return for
Court, Taylor-Return for
Court: SCSO- T. Ford
Mar 8, Charlette Taniki

Edwards, 33, 577 SE Saint
Johns St, Lake City, FL,
Neglect of a Child Result
Great Bodily Harm:
SCSO- C. Watson
Mar 9, Ramiro Ojeda

Rodriguez, 24, 937
Bryson St Lot 16, Live
Oak, FL, Battery-Dom Vi-
olence, False Imprison-
ment: LOPD- M. Pittman
Mar 9, Deric Marketh

Smith, 35, 723 N Power-
line Rd, Pompano Beach,
FL, DWLSR/Habitual,
FTA (No Drivers License),
Brevard Co Wrt, Cash or
Surety: SCSO- W. Kelly
Mar 10, Shyane Patrick

O'Connor, 31, 6865 129th
Rd, Live Oak, FL, Agg
Battery, Burglary (Con-
veyance), Grand Theft,
Criminal Mischief: SCSO-
D. Carter
Mar 10, Alfred Frank

Godfrey, 53, 609 High-
view Circle S, Brandon,
FL, VOP O/C DUI &
DWLS/R: SCSO- T. Lee
Mar 10, Adri Lewis

Smith, 43, 840 SW Sebas-
tian Circle, Lake City, FL,
DUI: FHP- J. Farnell
Mar 10, Adrian Paul

Henderson, 49, 840 SE

Sebastian Cir, Lake City,
FL, Disorderly Intox, Ex-
posure of Sexual Organs:
SCSO- W. Kelly
Mar 10, Johnathon

Adam simpson, 32, 6130
284th Street, Branford,
FL, Agg Battery, Burglary
(Conveyance), Grand
Theft: SCSO- D. Carter
Mar 10, Michael

Tavares Rossin, 27, 195
Richard Ave, Live Oak,
FL, Poss -20 Cannabis,
Resist W/O Violence:
LOPD- J. Roundtree
Mar 11, Elijah Wilson,

25, 408 West 23rd St,
Sedalia, MO, VOP O/C
Shoot/Throw Missile-
Bldg/Veh, Crim.  Misch,
Shoot/Throw Missile,
VOP Intim. Witness:
SCSO- D. Falgout
Mar 11, Maria Margarit

Maldonado, 45, 30016
65th Pl, Branford, FL,
VOP-Burglary of
Dwelling, VOP- Grand
Theft: SCSO- M. Clark
Mar 11, Christian Tye

Bannister, 23, 3324 196th
Terr, Live Oak, FL, Colum-
bia Cty Wrt, FTA-Pass
Worthless Check, Cash
Bond Only: SCSO- B.
Shaw
Mar 11, Osmany Her-

nandez Silverio, 33, 8815
CR 136, Live Oak, FL,
Grand Theft III, Manufac-
ture of Cannibis: SCSO-
M. Clark
Mar 11, Austin Lee

Alexander, 55, 3450 W
CR 250, Wellborn, FL,
Felony DWLSR 3rd or
Subsq Off, No Motor Ve-
hicle Registra: FHP- A.
Hughes
Mar 11, Richard

William Deemer, 23, 3908
Cochise Terr, Sarasota,
FL, FTA-Fraudulent Cre-
ation/Poss of Admission:
SCSO- A. Loston
Mar 11, David Woodrow

Peterson, 36, 910 Suwan-
nee Ave, Live Oak, FL,
VOP O/C Forgery, VOP
Uttering A Forgery, Cash
Bond Set Per Fina: P&P-
H.  Pearson
Mar 11, James Heyward

Amick,  48, 9676 85th Rd,
Live Oak, FL, Grand
Theft III, Forgery, Utter-
ing a Forgery, $200.00
Cash Bond Per Judge
Collins: SCSO- L. Mc-
Daniel
Mar 11, Michael Allen

Quinones, 38, 11733
110th Street, Live Oak,
FL, Trespass After Warn-
ing, 1st App PD App Per
WFW: SCSO- B. Kastor
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The Suwannee Democrat, published
Wednesday and Friday. 
Periodicals postage paid at 
Live Oak, FL 32064. Business located
at 211 Howard Street East, Live Oak,
FL. Publication number 530180. 

“POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to Suwannee
Democrat, PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL
32064.” Annual subscription rate is
$35 in county, $50 out of county and
$50 out of state. Subscribe online at
www.suwanneedemocrat.com.

OFFICE HOURS
Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Letters, comments and opinions on
the Viewpoint & Opinions page are
not  necessarily those of the
management/ownership of the
Suwannee Democrat.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be mailed, faxed or
emailed to our office. All letters are
read. Not all letters are published.
Letters may be edited to fit available
space. The editor should not alter the
writer’s point of view. Well written
letters require less editing. Keep it to
the point, an ideal range is 150 to
200 words. Please include your
name, address and day and evening
phone numbers for verification.
Letters MUST be signed. Letters to
the editor can be limited to one
letter per quarter per individual.

RANT & RAVE HOTLINE
Here's your chance to tell everyone what you
think! Callers may dial 208-8314 and leave a
message to express their thoughts, good or
bad, 24/7 about issues and politics, but not
about private individuals or businesses.If you
prefer, you may email your comments to
jeff.waters@gaflnews.com. Your name is not
required, but you must
adhere to no more than
200 words. 

Suwannee
Democrat

HOW TO REACH US
Switchboard, 386-362-1734
Fax, 386-364-5578
Email, nf.editorial@gaflnews.com
Mail, P.O. Box 370
Live Oak, FL 32064
Office, 211 Howard Street East
� Publisher,
Myra Regan, ext. 122

CONTACT US WITH
YOUR COMMENTS

If you have any questions or 
concerns, call us at 386-362-1734 

or visit our Web site at 
www.suwanneedemocrat.com
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� Editor,
Jeff Waters, ext. 131
� Reporter,
Andrew McGee, ext. 132
� Reporter,
Bryant Thigpen, ext. 130
� Reporter,
Joyce Marie Taylor, ext. 134
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Serving Suwannee County Since 1884

CIRCULATION
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Service Hours, M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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In-county, $35         Out-of-county, $50

�

SuwanneeCounty Part of  
“The Original Florida”

 794172

 794294

 795727

Arrest Records
Editor’s note: The

Suwannee Democrat prints
the entire arrest record
each week. If your name
appears here and you are
later found not guilty or the
charges are dropped, we
will be happy to make note
of this in the newspaper

LOTTERY RESULTS

CASH 3
3/11/13 . . 0,3,2

PLAY 4
3/11/13 . .6,1,4,4

FANTASY 5
3/11/13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,7,16,29,32
MEGA MONEY . . 14,21,22,39, MB9
LOTTO . . . . . . . . 1,7,10,12,33,51,x3
POWERBALL 10,37,40,46,52,PB12

FloridaFlorida

 March Specials Include:
 *  One hour Swedish 

 Relaxation Massage with 
 Avery Goodwin for $45

 * Lucky Four Pack of Swedish 
 Relaxation  Massages for only $198

 *  Fully body Green Clay Wrap 
 infused with Lavender &

 Patchouli for only $90
 Call for Details on Specials

 If you’re looking for some 
 “you” time give us a call!

 Taryn Henbest - Ott ,  LMT MA 58172

 Avery Goodwin ,  LMT MA 70996

 386-365-8537  126 E Howard St.
 MM# 30383  Live Oak  79

59
82

 at

 Serenity Massage 
 & Holistic Center
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Submitted 
Melody Church an-

nounces their first annual
“Egg Drop”. The event will
be on March 30. Thirty
thousand plastic filled east-
er eggs will be dropped
from a helicopter on to
Melody Christian Acade-
my’s soccer field. Children
ages 0-10 including those
with special needs are in-
vited to come and experi-
ence an Easter Egg hunt
like never before in Suwan-
nee County.
Along with the egg drop,

they will also offer other
childrens activities such as
bounce houses and a spe-
cial guest appearance from

the Easter Bunny.
Melody Church is coor-

dinating the event and has
purchased the eggs and
candy.
Currently they are look-

ing for other business spon-
sors and community part-
ners to donate funds to cov-
er the cost of the helicopter
and other activities. Volun-
teers are also needed to
help the day of the event. 
“Our vision is to bring

the community together
and have a good time,” Pas-
tor Darrin Baldwin said.
Melody Church invites

families of Suwannee
County and surrounding ar-
eas to join them on March

30 at 10:30 a.m. for this fun
family event. For more in-
formation contact their
church office or follow
them on facebook at face-
book.com/melodychurch-
liveoak or visit their web-
site at melodychurch.com.
Pastor Darrin Baldwin

envisions Egg Drop to be
an annual event.

Winn-
Dixie 
supports
Save the 
Cats of
Live Oak
Submitted

Winn-Dixie manager
Terri Bell and assistant
manager Phillip
Williams came to Save
the Cats meeting on
Thursday and present-
ed the group a check
for food and a plan to
furnish all the food and
drinks for a barbecue
chicken dinner
fundraiser. The event
will be held in the
Winn-Dixie parking
lot Saturday, from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m. The
dinner will cost $6.50
each with all proceeds
going to help the cats. 
There will also be a

discount adoption rate
of $30, all cats have
been spayed/neutered,
snap tested and rabies
shots. There will be
food boxes for dona-
tions of cat litter, dry
food and wet food. We
prefer Friskies, Purina
and Tidy Cats. 
Save the Cats has

ben in existence for
over a year and have
trapped, spay/neutered
over 200 cats and
adopted to safe homes
over 35 cats. Anyone
interested in helping,
may volunteer. Donate
resalable merchandise
to the Save the Cats
Thrift Store and Pet
Supply Store at 217
West Howard St., (US
90).
For additional infor-

mation call 386-364-
1006 or go to savethe-
catsofliveoak.org. 

FWC restricts
boating on
Suwannee

River’s Zone 4
When Suwannee River

floodwaters at Wilcox rose
above 9 feet Sunday, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission
(FWC) activated boating
restrictions on Zone 4.
This section is from the

County Road 340 Bridge at
Rock Bluff to one mile be-
low the Fowler Bluff Boat
Ramp. This 51-mile seg-
ment will be an idle-speed,
no-wake zone as long as the
Suwannee is at 9 feet on the
Wilcox gauge, where flood
stage is 11 feet.
All five idle-speed, no-

wake zones along the
Suwannee and Santa Fe
rivers are now activated.
FWC officers are pa-

trolling swollen rivers to
ensure boaters comply with
the idle-speed, no-wake
rule, said Capt. Marty Red-
mond, area supervisor at
the FWC’s Lake City of-
fice. The FWC encourages
boaters to stay off the
Suwannee-Santa Fe river
system until conditions im-
prove.
An idle-speed, no-wake

zone means a vessel must
proceed at a speed no
greater than what is re-
quired to maintain steer-
ageway and headway. At no
time is any vessel required
to proceed so slowly that
the operator is unable to
control it or anything it may
be towing.

· Zone 1 – from the U.S.
90 Bridge at Ellaville south
to the State Road 51 Bridge

at Luraville. This 39-mile
segment becomes an idle-
speed, no-wake zone when
the Suwannee River is at 47
feet, as indicated on the
Ellaville gauge, where
flood stage is 54 feet. The
restrictions in this zone
went into effect March 4.

· Zone 2 -- from the S.R.
51 Bridge at Luraville to
Little River Spring. This
18-mile segment becomes
an idle-speed, no-wake
zone when the Suwannee
River reaches 26 feet or
more above mean sea level
at the Branford gauge,
where flood stage is 29
feet. This zone was activat-
ed March 8.

·Zone 3 – from Little
River Spring to the County
Road 340 Bridge at Rock
Bluff. This zone was acti-
vated March 5. The 23-mile
segment is an idle-speed,
no-wake zone as long as the
Suwannee River is at 24
feet or more, as indicated
on the Branford gauge.

·Zone 5 – from River
Rise in O’Leno State Park
west to the confluence of
the Suwannee River. This
32-mile segment is an idle-
speed, no-wake zone when
the Santa Fe River is at 17
feet, as indicated on the
Three Rivers gauge, where
flood stage is 19 feet. This
zone was activated March
3.
To obtain real-time river

level information, visit
www.mysuwanneeriver.co
m.

Blair Payne 
speaks at Rotary

Third Circuit Public Defender Blair Payne was the guest speaker at Monday’s Rotary Club
of Live Oak meeting.   Courtesy photo 

 SUWANNEE  SUWANNEE  SUWANNEE  HEALTH CARE  HEALTH CARE  HEALTH CARE  CENTER CENTER CENTER

 MARCH 14TH, 2013
 1:OO PM TO 6:OO PM

 Suwannee Health Care will be holding an open house 
 on March 14th to showcare the recent renovations 
 and our 18 private suites.  This event is open to the 
 public and especially recommended for anyone in 
 the field of healthcare or anyone seeking short term 
 rehabilitation.

 Attendance will include appetizers, ticket for door 
 prizes, and a tour of our renovated suites.  Door prizes 
 include a flat screen television and a personal laptop.  
 You must attend to receive an entry ticket for a door 
 prize, but do not have to be present to win.

 If you have any questions or would like to RSVP please 
 contact Cody Shedd or Anne Steward at 386-362-
 7860.  We look forward to seeing everyone and 
 promise a good time!  Come out for your chance to 
 win a flat screen television or laptop!!

 1620 Helvenston, S.East,
 call (386) 362-7860

 795796

Gospel concert at Friendship
Forever His will be in concert at Friend-

ship Baptist Church Wednesday, March 20
at 7 p.m. Forever His is a full-time gospel
music and evangelistic team based out of
Countryside Baptist Church in Mansfield,
Texas. Formed in 1985, they now travel
full-time, preaching and singing original
songs God has given them. 
Dr. Phillip Crow and his wife Diann

Crow are the owners and founders of For-
ever His Ministries. Fifteen months ago
they brought in Jerry McGlothin from Ac-

worth, Georgia to help give them a trio
sound. They use soundtracks and no
drums. Dr. Crow and Brother McGlothin
play the keyboard and guitar on other
songs. Because Dr. Crow stutters, he has
written over 190 songs of message. 
We invite you to join them in this service

of praise and worship. 
Friendship Baptist Church is located 10

miles south of Live Oak off CR 349 on
144th Street. Telephone the church at 386-
776-1010 for more information. 

 795980

 Jim Hinton Oil Compay, Inc
 204 NE Haines Street
 Live Oak, Florida 32064
 (386) 362-2935

 Jim Hinton Oil
 Company, Inc
 We are Excited 
 to announce
 we now offer
 Non-Ethanol

 Gasoline
 at our

 Live Oak
 Bulk Location
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 793917

 795305

 PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION
 SPECIAL SPECIAL

 OPEN
 SAT

 8-NOON
 $29 95 $29 95 $29 95
 Includes up to 5 QTS of
 Honda recommended oil

 Plus Tax & Disposal

 Open Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30  79
39

19

The following couples
applied for a marriage
license the week of 
March 4 – 8, 2013

Thomas “Tommy” Edward Richards to Mellissa
Michelle Turner

Thomas Comer Cheek III to Dana Leighann An-
derson

Tyler Matthew Branche to Betsy Lynn Weaver

Daniel Scott Thompson to Kristin Danielle Stroud

Lager and North 
Wedding reminder

Lager and North

Keith and Karen Lager
of Live Oak, along with
Emerson and Cindy North
of Lake City, would like
to remind you of the up-
coming marriage of their
children, Morgan and
Eric. 
The wedding will take

place March 16, 2013, at 5
p.m., in Mandi’s Chapel at
Camp Weed and The Cer-
veny Conference Center.
A reception will immedi-
ately follow in the Juhan
Dining Hall. 
All friends and family

are invited to attend. 

Boy Scout Troop 693 
visits old, large cypress tree

Boy Scout Troop 693 in front of an old, large cypress tree.  Courtesy photo 

Submitted 
In February, the troop camped at

Holton Creek State Park. While on a
hike, the boys went to see what is be-
lieved to be one of the largest and old-
est bald cypress trees in the area. Dur-
ing the weekend, they established
their camp, cooked their meals,
worked on developing life-skills and
had lots of fun!
Troop 693 meets at the Church of

the Nazarene, 915 Church Street, S.

W., Live Oak, on Thursday nights
throughout the year, 6:30 - 8
p.m. Membership is open to boys
who have finished the fifth grade and
are at least 10, or who are 11-17. They
age-out at 18. 
Parents and other adults are always

welcome to participate as leaders, on
the troop committee and/or work as a
merit badge counselor. They must
pass a background check to partici-
pate. 

The troop will be attending a six
day summer camp in June, at Camp
Shands, which is about 30-miles east
of Gainesville. There are numerous
merit badges, including SCUBA div-
ing, motor boating, swimming, life-
saving, marksmanship, orienteering
and first aid, to name but a few. 
Visitors are always welcome! For

additional information, please contact
Scoutmaster Harry Reeve, 386-590-
6121, troop693@windstream.net.

Hydroponic 
gardening for 
the homeowner
UF/IFAS is hosting a

“Hydroponic Gardening for
the Homeowner” workshop
on April 3 from 8:30 a.m. –
3 p.m. The workshop will
be held at the Suwannee
Valley Agricultural Exten-
sion Center located at 8202
CR-417, Live Oak.
The topics to be covered

include: Vertical towers,
soilless bags, troughs, earth
boxes, floating systems,
tabletop systems, staking,
plant varieties, fertilization,
irrigation and pest manage-
ment.
The class is limited so

please pre-register before
March 29 to ensure you re-
ceive a take-home starter
kit. To pre-register, contact
the Suwannee Valley Agri-
cultural Extension Center

at 386-362-1725.
Extension programs are

open to all people regard-
less of race, color, sex, reli-
gion, disability or national
origin.  In accordance with
the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, any person
needing a special accom-
modation to participate in
any activity should contact
the Suwannee County Co-
operative Extension Ser-
vice at 1302 Eleventh
Street, SW, Live Oak,
Florida 32064 or telephone
386-362-2771 at least five
working days prior to the
event.  Hearing impaired
can access the foregoing
telephone by contacting the
Florida Relay Service at 1-
800-955-8770 or 800-955-
8772 (TDD).

Pink Ladies donate to Shands 

Richard Huth, CEO of Shands Live Oak Regional Medical Center, left, accepts a donation from Elizabeth McMullen, presi-
dent of the Shands Ladies' Auxiliary. The Auxiliary paid for the purchase and installation of "white boards" in all patient
rooms throughout the hospital. The white boards are a tool for keeping the patient, patient's family and care team updat-
ed on the patient's status. Looking on is Jana Rolerson, R.N., B.S.N., the hospital's Chief Nursing Executive.

Bellenger-Smith Wedding Reminder
Tiffany LaShanta Bellenger and Tracy Dewayne Smith,

along with their families, would like to remind you of the
upcoming wedding.
Tiffany and Tracy will be united in matrimony Saturday,

March 23, 2013, 4:30 in the afternoon at Ebenezer African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Live Oak.  The ceremony
will be officated by Rev. Raynetta L. Pandley and Rev.
Charles Ferguson.   The newlyweds will honeymoon in
Las Vegas, Nevada and reside in Lake City, Fla.
Local invitations have been mailed.  Friends and  fami-

ly are invited to witness the wedding ceremony.  The re-
ception is a celebration for guests who have responded to
their formal invitation. 

Alzheimer's
Support Group
First Tuesday of each month at 11 a.m. at Surrey Place

Care Center. 
The Center is located at 110 Lee Ave. SE in Live Oak.
Call Lester Curry at 386-364-5961 for more informa-

tion.



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2013 � SUWANNEE DEMOCRAT/LIVE OAK PAGE 5A

HEALTH NOTIFICATION

ARE YOU HARD OF HEARING?
A major name brand hearing
aid provider wishes to field
test a remarkable new digital
hearing instrument. This
offer is free of charge and you
are under no obligation.

These revolutionary 100% Digital instruments use the
latest technology to comfortably and almost invisibly
help you hear more clearly. This technology solves the
“stopped up ears” and “head in a barrel” sensation some
people experience. If you have ringing or buzzing in your
ears, known as tinnitus, this technology may benefit you as
well.

If you wish to participate in this in-office trial, you will be
required to have your hearing tested in our office FREE OF
CHARGE to determine candidacy and report your results
with the hearing instruments following an in-office visit
field test.

You may purchase your instrument, if you so desire, at a
reduced charge. Otherwise there is no charge whatsoever for
participating in this field test. Special testing will be done to
determine the increased benefits of this technology.
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OBITUARIES
Joseph Albert Howell

March 9, 2013

Joseph Albert How-
ell, 70, a lifelong
resident of Suwan-

nee County, died early Sat-
urday morning, March 9,
2013 in the Avalon Health
and Rehab Center follow-
ing a brief illness. The son
of the late Jacob Roy How-
ell and Kizzie Crews How-
ell;  Mr. Howell had been
employed as a tire mechan-
ic for many years. Mr.
Howell attended both the
Mt. Pleasant Church in
Wellborn and the First As-
sembly of God in Live Oak.
In his spare time he enjoyed
reading, writing, yard
work, was an avid Semi-
nole Fan and he loved to
tell jokes. 
Mr. Howell is survived

by his children, Joseph “Fat
Boy” Howell and Linda of
Wellborn, FL; Susan Jolley
of Lake City; Tammy Bell
of Wellborn, Fla.; Donna
Carter (Billy) of Macclen-
ny, Fla.; Carol Ann
Townsend (Pastor Mike
Townsend) of Lake City;
and Mary Burton (Kevin)
of Texas; a brother, Murl
Howell (Vivian Ann) of
Suwannee County, Fla.;
and best friends, Lynnwood
Brown, Tommy Smith,
Leon Moses, Aaron Box
and Norman McElroy all of
Suwannee County.  Nine-
teen grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren also
survive. 
Funeral services were

conducted at 2 p.m. On
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 in
the First Assembly of God
Church in Live Oak with
Pastor Mike Townsend, and
Bro. Jamey Howell officiat-
ing. Interment immediately
followed in the First As-
sembly of God Cemetery in
Live Oak, Fla. with Bro.
Billy Carter officiating. The
family received friends
from 6 to 8 Monday
evening at the funeral
home. Arrangements are
under the direction of the
DEES-PARRISH FAMILY
FUNERAL HOME, 458 S.
Marion Ave., Lake City,
Fla. 32025  Please  visit our
online family guestbook at
p a r r i s h f am i l y fune r a l -
home.com

Ret. Lt. Col. Oveda F.
(Dick) Hunt

March 7, 2013

Ret. Lt. Col. Oveda
F. (Dick) Hunt,
age 92 of Snel-

lville, GA passed away
March 7, 2013.  He was
preceded in death by his

wife, Betty Hunt and is sur-
vived by his dear friend for
many years, Betty
Kitzmiller of Dacula and
numerous nieces, nephews
from Atlanta and Jack-
sonville, FL.  Dick was a
graduate of the University
of Florida in 1949 and was
a retired Lt. Col. Serving in
the Army during WW II
and the Korean Conflict.
He remained employed
with the government in the
transportation regiment and
after retirement went to
work with Bob Wood Real-
ty.  He was an avid Florida
Gator fan and an NFL fan.
Dick was a kind, loving
and friendly man who nev-
er met a stranger.  He will
be deeply missed by all
who knew him.  A Funeral
Service Honoring the Life
of Ret. Lt. Col. Oveda F.
(Dick) Hunt was held Sun-
day, March 10 at 2 p.m. at
Tom M. Wages Snellville
Chapel.  Interment was
held at Eternal Hills Mem-
ory Gardens.  The family
received friends Saturday
from 6 until 8 p.m., at the
funeral home.  In lieu of
flowers please make dona-
tions to a charity of your
choice in memory of Ret.
Lt. Col. Oveda F.
(Dick)  Hunt.  Condolences
may be viewed or sent to
www.wagesfuneralhome.c
om. Tom M. Wages Funer-
al Service, LLC, “A Family
Company” Snellville
Chapel 770-979-3200, has
been entrusted with the fu-
neral arrangements.

Shigeko Feagle
Feb. 18, 1936
March 5, 2013

Shigeko (Kay) Fea-
gle passed away
Tuesday, March 5,

2013 in Haven Hospice, af-

ter a year-long battle with
lung cancer,  while sur-
rounded by loving family. 
She was born in Yokosu-

ka, Kanagawa Prefecture,
Japan on Feb. 18, 1936. In
1958, she met a young
Navy Sailor, Gene, who,
after three determined tries,
finally swept her off her
feet. They were married on
Feb. 27, 1959, and lived in
Chicago, San Diego, and
Pearl Harbor Hawaii before
settling in Live Oak, Fla. in
1974. There, she set about
making their new house a
home, enjoyed gardening,
and her roses in particular.
At the same time, she
worked in the family busi-
ness while raising her two
sons. She was an active
supporter of Judo in Flori-
da, and was instrumental in
several player's successes.
Her friendships were many,
and they spanned the
world. Kay was a person
who had seen much, loved
much, and lived much. She
will be desperately missed
by those who knew and
loved her. 
She is survived by her

husband Gene, her sons
Kenneth and William, and
two grandsons, Logan, and
Lawson. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to
the North Florida Founda-
tion for Cancer Care,
download the donation
form at
foundation.cccnf.com and
mail it to, North Florida
Foundation for Cancer
Care, 7000 NW 11th Place,
Gainesville, Fla., 32605 or
the Suwannee Valley Care
Center (Haven Hospice) of
Lake City, 6037 U.S. Hwy
90 West Lake City, Fla.,
32055.
Gateway-Forest Lawn

Funeral Home, 3596 South
U.S. Hwy 441, Lake City,
Fla., 32025 (386) 752-1954

3 more chosen to play at Jam 
The Suwannee River Jam

Auditions came to a close
Saturday, March 2, with the
competition at The Landing
in Jacksonville that pro-
duced three more great
artists who want to perform
during the Suwannee River
Jam May 1-3 at The Spirit
of the Suwannee Music
Park (SOSMP) in Live
Oak, Fla. Winners were
Kevin “Ski” Swenszkows-
ki, Brittney Lawrence and
Connor Blackley, all of
Jacksonville. Crosstyz
Band of Lake City won the
band competition outright
and will be among the
bands playing at the Jam

without further competi-
tion.
CROSSTYZ BAND -
Crosstyz began in the late
90s when Robert Osteen
and Paul Rice, two cousins
from High Springs, teamed
up with Rick Carnley and
Sam Matthews, brothers-in-
laws of Bell. The band went
through a few drummers in
the early years until Toby
Witt of Lake City joined the
group in 1999. Throughout
the years the band has also
featured Bobby Dodd of
Steinhatchee, Darryle
Valentine of Perry and
Tommy Slaughter of Bell.
From the late 90s to 2004

the band gained regional
success as it became a fa-
vorite opening act for many
venues, getting the opportu-
nity to share the stage with
acts such as Neil McCoy,
Diamond Rio, Daryl Sin-
gletary, George Jones and
Toby Keith to name a few.
The band's album, Another
Border to Cross, also be-
came a regional favorite
with radio airplay of the
single "Falling." In 2004
tragedy struck the group
when their founding mem-
ber Sam was killed in a car
accident. For several years
after the loss of Sam the
band took time to mourn
their brother and did not
perform. The band now
consists of Toby Witt,
Robert Osteen and newly
added members Gene
Raulerson on bass, Matt
Federico on rhythm guitar
and vocals, Mike Gilland
on steel guitar and Darryl
Valentine who also plays
some shows with the group.
The new lineup has also
created an interesting side
dynamic as four of the
members all share careers
in EMS. Robert is a para-
medic/fire fighter. Gene is a
flight nurse and both Toby
and Matt are flight para-
medics. Though some of
the faces are new, the band
still retains the great sound
and energy that has always
made it a favorite with fans.
Band members are excited
and looking forward to
playing the Suwannee Riv-
er Jam this year!
Kevin “Ski” Swenszkows-
ki, 31, a Jacksonville busi-
nessman/singer/acoustic
guitarist who owns his own
screen enclosure business,
was one of three solo win-
ners. “I didn’t start singing
until a few years ago, I got
started late!” he says.
Kevin, who has a relaxed

stage performance person-
ality and interacts with his
audience, said he’s busy
singing and playing his
acoustic guitar during any
off-time he has since folks
have found out he’s a musi-
cian and singer who can
bring home the bacon when
it comes to performing. He
frequently plays various
venues in Jacksonville and
the surrounding area. Re-
garding his win March 2,
Kevin said “It kind of
caught me off guard! I felt
like a pageant queen!”
Kevin won at The Landing
in 2012 in his first competi-
tion at the Jam Auditions,
did not win a chance at the
finals to play on the main
stage but was invited to
play elsewhere at the
SOSMP during the Jam. “ I
didn’t win last year in the
finals, but I am going for it
this year,” he promised.
Kevin sings rock, country,
pop and more and is an ac-
complished acoustic gui-
tarist.
Brittney Lawrence, a
beautiful and talented coun-
try singer from Jacksonville
who is no stranger to the
SOSMP, also won a slot in
the finals March 2 at The
Landing. Brittney, 19, is a
multi-faceted vocalist who
began singing at an early
age in the family’s garage!
Brittney's passion for
singing, along with her sul-
try vocal artistry, has al-
lowed her to perform in all
genres of music, most no-
tably jazz, country, pop,
contemporary and gospel.
She was acclaimed as the
2011 National/International
Vocalist of the Year for
New Gospel by the North
American County Associa-
tion International (NAC-
MAI), and received the
Florida 2010 Entertainer of
the Year in New Country

and Vocalist of the Year in
New Gospel. She opened
for Easton Corbin in 2011,
singing some of her fa-
vorite country tunes.
Whether she is singing
tunes by world renowned
vocalists such as Adele,
Christina Aguilera, Whit-
ney Houston, Nora Jones,
Carrie Underwood, Cher
and others, she brings her
own sizzling personality
and style to her audience.
She’s competed in the Jam
Auditions at the SOSMP as
well as the Texaco Country
Showdown events. Brit-
tney’s repertoire includes
original songs such as “Just
the Other Side of Crazy,”
“Angels Big Break,” “I
Can't Let Love Get in the
Way” and “You Will Find
Love Again Someday.”
Connor Blackley, a well-
known teenage Jack-
sonville artist, will also be
in the April 13 finals. Con-
nor, of Fleming Island, is a
15-year-old singer who has
accomplished more musi-
cally in his short lifetime
than many adults. He began
singing at the age of 5 in his
church choir and went on
to perform at numerous
fairs and venues around
Florida, Georgia and Ten-
nessee. Connor has won nu-
merous awards including
the Callahan Fair Talent
contest, second place at the
Bradford County talent
contest and the Camden
Idol Jr. contest, first place at
the Orange Blossom Coun-
try Music Association Inc
of Florida (OBCMAI) for
male vocalist and entertain-
er of the year (2007 and
2008) age 7-12 and first
place male vocalist of the
year and entertainer of the
year at NACMAI (2008
and 2009), first place for

SEE JAM, PAGE 12A
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American education is in a
sorry state of affairs, and there's
enough blame for all partici-
pants to have their fair share.
They include students who are
hostile and alien to the educa-
tion process, uninterested par-
ents, teachers and administra-
tors who either are incompetent
or have been beaten down by
the system, and politicians
who've become handmaidens
for teachers unions. There's another education issue
that's neither flattering nor comfortable to confront and
talk about. That's the low academic preparation of many
teachers. That's an issue that must be confronted and
dealt with if we're to improve the quality of education.
Let's look at it.
Schools of education, whether graduate or undergrad-

uate, tend to represent the academic slums of most col-
lege campuses. They tend to be home to students who
have the lowest academic achievement test scores when
they enter college, such as SAT scores. They have the
lowest scores when they graduate and choose to take
postgraduate admissions tests -- such as the GRE, the
MCAT and the LSAT.
The California Basic Educational Skills Test, or

CBEST, is mandatory for teacher certification in Cali-
fornia. It's a joke. Here's a multiple-choice question on
its practice math test: "Rob uses 1 box of cat food every
5 days to feed his cats. Approximately how many boxes
of cat food does he use per month? A. 2 boxes, B. 4 box-
es, C. 5 boxes, D. 6 boxes, E. 7 boxes." Here's another:
"Which of the following is the most appropriate unit for
expressing the weight of a pencil? A. pounds, B. ounces,
C. quarts, D. pints, E. tons." I'd venture to predict that
the average reader's sixth-grader could answer each
question. Here's a question that is a bit more challeng-
ing; call your eighth-grader: "Solve for y: y - 2 + 3y =
10, A. 2, B. 3, C. 4, D. 5, E. 6."
Some years ago, the Association of Mexican Ameri-

can Educators, the California Association for Asian-Pa-
cific Bilingual Education and the Oakland Alliance of
Black Educators brought suit against the state of Cali-
fornia and the California Commission on Teacher Cre-
dentialing, charging that the CBEST was racially dis-
criminatory. Plaintiff "evidence" was the fact that the
first-time passing rate for whites was 80 percent, about

50 percent for Mexican-Ameri-
cans, Filipinos and Southeast
Asians, and 46 percent for
blacks. In 2000, in a stroke of
rare common sense, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 9th
Circuit found CBEST not to be
racial discriminatory.
Poor teacher preparation is

not a problem restricted to Cal-
ifornia. In Massachusetts, only
27 percent of new teachers

could pass the math test needed to be certified as a
teacher. A 2011 investigation by Atlanta's Channel 2 Ac-
tion News found that more than 700 Georgia teachers re-
peatedly failed at least one portion of the certification
test they are required to pass before receiving a teaching
certificate. Nearly 60 teachers failed the test more than
10 times, and one teacher failed the test 18 times. They
also found that there were 297 teachers on the Atlanta
school system's payroll even though they had failed the
state certification test five times or more.
Textbooks used in schools of education might explain

some teacher ineptitude. A passage in Marilyn Burns'
text "About Teaching Mathematics" reads, "There is no
place for requiring students to practice tedious calcula-
tions that are more efficiently and accurately done by us-
ing calculators." "New Designs for Teaching and Learn-
ing," by Dennis Adams and Mary Hamm, says, "Content
knowledge is not seen to be as important as possessing
teaching skills and knowledge about the students being
taught." Harvey Daniels and Marilyn Bizar's text "Meth-
ods that Matter" reads, "Students can no longer be
viewed as cognitive living rooms into which the furni-
ture of knowledge is moved in and arranged by teachers,
and teachers cannot invariably act as subject-matter ex-
perts." The authors explain, "The main use of standard-
ized tests in America is to justify the distribution of cer-
tain goodies to certain people."
With but a few exceptions, schools of education rep-

resent the academic slums of most any college. Ameri-
can education could benefit from slum removal, elimi-
nating schools of education.
Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at

George Mason University. To find out more about Wal-
ter E. Williams and read features by other Creators Syn-
dicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndi-
cate Web page at www.creators.com.
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Educational rot

BIBLE VERSE
“Through these he has given us his very great
and precious promises, so that through them
you may participate in the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption in the world
caused by evil desires.” 2 Peter 1:4 NIV

Letters To The Editor, Suwannee Democrat,
PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL 32064. 
Please include your full name, address and daytime phone
number. We ask this so we can verify your letter and discuss
any questions about it with you.

�

By Dwain Walden 
I’ve come up with an idea for a new reality televi-

sion show, given that we have so few of them. It’s
called, “In Search of the Uni-
corn.”
Now before you say there’s

no such thing, let me remind
you that truth or even slight ev-
idence is not a criteria for one
of these shows. As one person
told me in my many critiques
of “Searching for Bigfoot,”
just because I haven’t seen it,
doesn’t mean it doesn’t exist.
I’ve also pointed out in a re-

cent column that the power of
suggestion is an incredible
thing. Just plant the seed and watch the legend grow.
Some people want to believe in things that are mystic
and go bump in the night. And if Joe claims to have
seen something of this nature, then Buba will claim to
have seen one too, only his was bigger and faster. 
The fact is, some people make fortunes off rumors.

I recall a time when people were buying bomb shel-
ters. And today they even have their own reality show.
I’m willing to bet that I could hold one of those in-

famous “town hall meetings” like they do on “Search-
ing for Bigfoot” and there would be people who
would claim to have seen a unicorn. Sizes of this crea-
ture would run the gamut from a Shetland pony to a
Clydesdale. Colors would vary as well. And a few
people will have seen one with two horns sticking out
of its forehead. I would not rule out the possibility of
someone reporting one that had horns on both ends.
Of course I would need some footage, fog and eerie

music, all of which is easy enough to produce. I could
glue an ice cream cone on a pony’s head and take the
video substantially out of focus to set the mood for
this campaign.
To get this feature rolling, I would need to put to-

gether a team of experts so we could split up and cov-
er more ground. So the next time the carnival comes
to town, I would see if anyone there wanted to pick up
some extra money. If one  happens to have a Ph.d from
LaSalle Extension, then all the better. 
At first I thought about “In Search of the Minotaur.”

In Greek legend that’s a   creature with a bull’s head
and a man’s body. But then I got to thinking that some
people would confuse this with congressmen, noting
that there was no challenge in finding a bunch of bull-
heads. There’s even photos of them in sharp focus, de-
spite the smoke and mirrors involved. 
Back to the unicorn. There’s a legend that they did

once exist but Noah couldn’t get a pair on the ark so
they became extinct with the flood. And while we’re
so near the subject, there’s also legend that we used to
have statesmen but apparently they became extinct as
well. 
Hey, maybe “In Search of a Statesman” would

make a great reality show. On second thought,
chances are more likely for a unicorn to wander into
the headlights. 
Now I have a lot of fun with these reality shows. I

have already admitted that for comic relief I do watch
them occasionally. There are so many of them that it’s
difficult not to land on one occasionally. There are
times when I find one, such as “Mysteries At The Mu-
seum,” that digs up little known facts or at least some
speculation with merit. That program gives us stories
behind the stories. Factoring the very small chance
that I may be a contestant on “Jeopardy” some day, I
watch. But if I had my choice, I would probably
choose to be a contestant on “Are You Smarter Than
A Fifth Grader?”  
Speaking of mysteries, it hit me the other day why

General George Armstrong Custer was the center of
such a military disaster at The Little Big Horn. It’s be-
cause his “check Injun light” didn’t come on.
(Dwain Walden is editor/publisher of The Moultrie

Observer, 985-4545. Email:
dwain.walden@gaflnews.com)

GUEST COLUMN

By Mike Pound 
CNHI News Service
I’m waiting for our Congress

creatures to start furloughing
themselves.
I mean, it’s the only fair thing

to do now that the sequester is
under way. By the way, I’m only
guessing that a sequester can ac-
tually be under way. I mean, I
think sequester is a noun but it
could also be a verb. It might
even be a gerund but I’ve forgot-
ten what a gerund is. I think a gerund is either a noun-
like verb or it’s a type of pickle.
Back to our Congress creatures. It seems to me that

since this whole sequester thing is their fault, the least
they can do is take unpaid furloughs like other federal
workers may have to do at some point.
It’s only fair.
The whole point of the sequester in the first place was

to force our Congress creatures to agree on ways to re-
duce the federal deficit. The idea, as I understand it, was
that the threat of the sequester would be enough for our
Congress creatures to get off their Limbaughs and final-
ly agree on something.
At the time it didn’t seem like that big of a deal until

somebody said, “Oh wait! You mean THIS Congress?”
Now people are saying that if the sequester continues,

federal workers are going to have to start taking unpaid
furloughs. Granted, calling our Congress creatures fed-
eral “workers” is a bit of a stretch but they do get paid
for what they do (or don’t do).
I think our Congress creatures would set a great ex-

ample for the rest of the country if they would lead the
way with unpaid furloughs. They would set an even bet-
ter example if they would stop mailing out those dumb
Congressional newsletters. I don’t know what our Con-
gress creatures pay to send out those newsletters, but
whatever they pay, it’s too much.
As long as we’re talking about ways our Congress

creatures can save money, we can start making John
Boehner pay for his own tanning sessions. Again, I don’t
know what John pays for his tanning sessions, but what-
ever he pays, it’s too much.
We could also charge our Congress creatures to use

the Congressional restroom. Again, it’s only fair.
I read recently about a restaurant in Tennessee that

tried to charge a women $5 because she used the restau-
rant’s restroom but didn’t order anything to eat or drink.
I’m figuring that since our Congress creatures aren’t

doing anything of value for us, they should have to pay
to use the bathrooms. I’m thinking $10 would be a fair
price. Well, $25 if you’re a Republican. Ha! That’s a
joke. Both Republicans and Democrats should have to
pay $25.
Of course, there is one guy who won’t have a problem

having to pay to use the little Congress creature’s room,
and that guy is Rand Paul. By the way, is it just me, or
does Rand Paul’s name sound like it’s backward?
Anyway, Rand, a Republican senator from Kentucky,

spoke for almost 13 hours to delay a vote on the new
CIA director. 
Of course, after Rand stop talking the rest of the sen-

ators sort of yawned and voted to confirm the new CIA
director anyway.
Folks call what Rand did a “filibuster.” I call what

Rand did a “giant waste of time.”
See, I don’t want a senator to talk for 13 hours. I want

a senator to end the sequester.
But maybe that’s just me.
So, until the sequester deal is settled, I say our Con-

gress creatures should have to take one week a month
off without pay. They can take their unpaid days off all
at once or they can take a couple days every week.
Either way, I don’t think anyone else will notice.

- - -
Mike Pound is a columnist for The Joplin (Mo.)

Globe. Contact him a mpound@joplinglobe. com.

Anyone seen a
horse with a horn?

Walden

GUEST COLUMN

Mike Pound

Congress should lead the
way with the sequester
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By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Last week, a group of canoeists
stopped off in Branford for some
south Suwannee County hospitality.
They weren’t just any Suwannee
River canoeists, however. 
They were eight teenage girls

from Camp Duncan in North Caroli-
na near Southern Pines. They were
also accompanied and supervised by
three young adult counselors or as
the camp refers to them, “group

chiefs”, Emily Adler, Arwen Hays
and Rachel Waltz.
Camp Duncan is a residential

wilderness camp providing a year
round program to help girls and their
families overcome personal and fam-
ily struggles. The wilderness camp
and private school takes trips as part
of their learning experience. Canoe-
ing the Suwannee is one of the trips
that teaches girls to work together,
solve problems, build confidence in
what they can accomplish and have
fun while doing it.

The girls didn’t realize the flood-
ing situation here and were treated to
great care by south Suwannee Coun-
ty folks. 
The trip took these girls on a 250

mile journey from the Okefenokee
Swamp all the way down to the Gulf
of Mexico. When they began the
trip, the water level was low, but
then it rained for 30 hours and the
level and speed of the water in-
creased.

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Branford High School student Cora Daly was chosen to
be the vice president of chapter achievement for Florida
Family Career and Community Leaders of America at the
State Leadership Conference. 
“My student is going to be on the state web page,” BHS

Culinary Arts Academy Instructor Julie Dees said with ex-
citement. “She’s going to be a state officer.”
Daly was one of nine students who recently returned

from the 2012-13 State Leadership Conference. The event
was on March 2-5 in Orlando.
“She had to give a speech at the state office at the State

Leadership Conference. Every kid had something that
they did. Cora focused mainly on saying her speech at the
state level to get her state level office,” said Dees. 

Submitted 
The Branford Camera

Club will meet on Thurs-
day, March 21 at 7 p.m. at
Cuzin’s Restaurant across
the street from Scaff’s Mar-
ket in Branford. Come ear-
ly if you’d like to join us
for dinner before the meet-
ing. 
Our March meeting will

be an open forum, focusing
on preparations for our
Second Annual Spring
Photo Critique to be held
during our April 18 meet-
ing. Skip Weigel, retired lo-
cal professional portrait
photographer, will be our
host for the meeting. The
Critique and the Photo
Show in May are open to
the public, both for partici-
pation and/or observa-
tion. The guidelines for the
Critique will be discussed
and refined during this
March meeting, so please
attend if you’re planning to
participate in either
event. You may contact
Carolyn Hogue for a copy
of the guidelines. 
Terry Harris, a master

photographer and profes-

sional judge, will again be
our guest for the Cri-
tique. While we asked Ter-
ry to be gentle with his cri-
tique last year, we’ll be
asking for a tougher analy-
sis of our photos this year
to help us improve our pho-
tographic skills. So, get
ready, read your owner’s
manuals, practice, and pick
your best five pictures for
Terry’s critique. 
Following the program,

we’ll share photos and dis-
cuss other upcoming activ-
ities, including an April
field trip to the Okefenokee
Swamp. If you’d like some
help with getting acquaint-
ed with your own camera
equipment, bring your
camera and owner’s manu-
al. Please bring some pic-
tures to share, and join us
on March 21. 
The Branford Camera

Club meets the third Thurs-
day of each month at
Cuzin’s Restaurant with a
couple of exceptions. Visit
Branford Camera Club on
Facebook or for more in-
formation, call Carolyn
Hogue at 386-935-2044.

BHS student will be
Florida ambassador 

Selected as vice president of
chapter achievement for Florida
Family Career and Community
Leaders of America

Cora Daly, right, receiving a backpack from last years vice pres-
ident of chapter achievement.

Take your best shot!

Camera Club
March meeting

Branford welcomes
N.C. canoeists

South county businesses, residents greet group warmly 

Branford Mayor Don Owens and the Camp Duncan group. - Photo: Jack Tiebout

Too much water

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

With all the recent flood-
ing, many of the lower ar-
eas have been completely
submerged and are at times
almost unrecognizable. Lo-

The Ole’ Suwannee almost
completely swallows up Ivey
Memorial Park in Branford.

Close up of the sign that normally greets visitors at Ivey Memorial Park.

SEE BHS, PAGE 8A

SEE TOO, PAGE 9A

SEE BRANFORD, PAGE 8A



Florida Family Career
and Community Leaders of
America (FCCLA) is the
non-profit national career
and technical student orga-
nization that sponsors the
conference. According to
their website, their mission
is”....to promote personal
growth and leadership de-
velopment through Family
and Consumer Sciences
education. Focusing on the
multiple roles of family
member, wage earner and
community leader, mem-
bers develop skills for life
through: character devel-
opment, creative and criti-
cal thinking, interpersonal
communication, practical
knowledge, and career
preparation.”
FCCLA has a national

membership of over

205,000 young men and
women in nearly 6,500
chapters. There are 50 state
associations including the
District of Columbia, Puer-
to Rico, and the Virgin Is-
lands.
The other students who

placed at the event were:
Emma Sapp, second place
Life Event Planning;
Tiffanie White, second
place Food Innovations;
Marissa Donato, second
place Life Event Planning;
Kara Holtzclaw, third place
Focus on Children; Madi-
son Parrish second place
Life Event Planning;
Megan Raulerson, second
place Life Event Planning;
Courtney Dees, second

place Food Innovations
and Lane Hill, third place
Promote and Publicize FC-
CLA.
Dees said that she and

her students will be attend-
ing the National Leader-
ship Conference (July 7-
12) which this year is being
held in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. She said that Daly
will be one of the officers
representing Florida.
“Our organization does

other things in leadership,
not just culinary,” said
Dees. “We did focus on
other projects. We did a
‘life event’ planning.”
Dees explained that this

was choosing a life event,
figuring out a budget, do-
ing some comparison shop-
ping and determining the
overall logistics to make it
work.
“You know, ‘event plan-

ning’, that’s a career path,”
said Dees. 
Dees said her daughter

and her team mates also did
a project on food innova-
tions that Dees called a
prototype recipe. The team

modified the recipe three
times and discussed the
science behind it. They had
to cost it out, then figure
the cost per serving and
package it.
“So, food innovation,

food marketing, that’s a ca-
reer path,” said Dees “Most
of our projects are career-
based projects. We had two
students who did life event
planning. They were slated
as alternates to go to na-
tionals.”
Dees said that she is all

for them attending the Na-
tional Conference, but real-
istically isn’t sure how
many students will actually
get to go. She is aware the
expenses are high.
“It depends on how

much money we can raise,”
said Dees. “We will be do-
ing some fundraisers.
She said that she became

the district advisor at the
State Leadership Confer-

ence of District 2. 
“Right now, it’s two ac-

tive schools and we have
other schools in our dis-
trict,” said Dees. “So, I’m
going to have to do some
real politicking to get them
back in the organization.” 
Dees said that she’s been

an advisor for 10 years and
is now involved in taking
on roles she’s never experi-
enced before and while at-
tending the conference, she
and her state officer were
able to experience new
leadership roles that nei-
ther have had before.
“We are embarking on an

amazing journey,” said
Dees.
Her eyes lit up with ex-

citement.
“This year is going to be

just amazing, like the expe-
riences of going to nation-
als again. I’ve been to na-
tionals, this will be my sec-
ond year and I’ll get to net-
work with people from
every single state in the
union, even people from
Puerto Rico,” said Dees.
“Now my student is going
to get experience, an active
leadership role and being
able to network with other
students who are actually
doing that particular vice
president position of chap-
ter achievement.”
She added, “We’re going

to be staying at the Gaylord
Palms which is part of the
Opry Land Hotel. One of
our excursions is to be able
to tour the Grand Ole Opry.
You know, getting to expe-
rience like the capital of
country music,” she said
with a big sigh and smile.
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 To advertise your business here, 
 call 386-362-1734 

 for more information

 Cherry Lumbert
 Pharmacist

 305 SW US Highway 27
 Branford, Florida 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 Everything For Your Home Recovery
 From Prescriptions to Medical Supplies

 OF BRANFORD

 Mon.-Fri.
 8:30 am-6:00 pm
 Saturday 9am-1pm
 Sunday-Closed

 Now accepting
 Blue Cross Blue Shield

 Health Options

 NORTH FLORIDA 
 PHARMACY

 784394

 PLACE  YOUR
 BUSINESS

 CARD  HERE
 789685

 SUWANNEE RIVER READINGS
 Branford 2013

 795321

 The water levels provided here refer to the height at the US Hwy. 27 
 bridge in Branford in feet above mean sea level (ft-msl) at the gauging 
 station. In the past the levels were read as gauge height not mean sea 
 level.

 03/05/13                   24.35

 03/06/13                   25.45

 03/07/13                   26.18

  03/8/13                      26.69

  03/9/13                      26.92

  03/10/13                    26.85

  03/11/13                    26.7

 Branford
 SCAFF’S SCAFF’S
 Sponsored By:

 386-935-1527
 Supermarket

BHS student will be Florida ambassador 
Continued From Page 7A

“We did 22 miles in one
day because the water was
so fast,” said one of the
girls. 
With the wildlife that in-

habits the Okefenokee
Swamp and the long wind-
ing Suwannee, the girls
kept count of at least two
types of our reptilian
friends: 91 alligators and
69 turtles.
The girls learned through

the long canoe trip that
through tough situations or
actually any situations, it
builds a better group be-
cause they all have to work
through them together.
The girls all agreed that

getting to paddle 250 miles
down the Suwannee River
was an amazing experi-
ence.
One said that she was

blessed to see the beautiful
scenery and being able to
experience adventures

teenagers wouldn’t usually
get to do, that it was all
God’s creation. 
Another said that while

on the river, they learned
they didn’t need a lot to
survive and after 24 hours
of it, one begins to appreci-
ate the little things.
The girls had been on the

Suwannee River for 15
days when they stopped in
Branford, so it was a most-
welcomed change.
There was an outpouring

of kindness from the Bran-
ford residents and business-
es as they made the girls
feel so welcome and were
kind enough to provide
food and supplies to them.
During their brief stay,

the girls enjoyed a huge
breakfast that was cooked
up and donated by Your
Hometown Restaurant. A
complimentary meal of
burgers and fries came
from McDonald’s. The
girls also received donated

food and supplies from
Scaff’s Market and Dollar
General Market.

As soon as he heard they
were in town, Branford’s
Mayor Don Owens came to

the river to talk with and
encourage the young visi-
tors. 

For more about Camp
Duncan, visit their website
at www.campduncannc.org

Branford welcomes N.C. canoeists
Continued From Page 7A

Owner of Your Hometown Restaurant George Duren with girls and chiefs from Camp Duncan.  - Photo: Jack Tiebout

Front Row from left: Emma Sapp (2nd place Life Event Planning), Tiffanie White (2nd place Food Innovations), Marissa Donato (2nd
place Life Event Planning),Kara Holtzclaw (3rd place Focus on Children), Madison Parrish (2nd place Life Event Planning), Megan
Raulerson (2nd place Life Event Planning) Back Row: Courtney Dees (2nd place Food Innovations), Lane Hill (3rd place Promote
and Publicize FCCLA)
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Branford News

 Whether it’s a little league game, the Christmas on the Square 
 parade or breaking news, The Suwannee Democrat’s 

 photographers capture the story in hundreds of vivid images. 
 Only a few are published in the newspaper.  Visit our photo  gallery to see all our pictures of you, your family, and  friends in the community.  Now you can turn our photos 

 into cherished memories for yourself and loved ones.  Order prints of your favorite photos  or personalize a 
 photo gift item like a mug, t-shirt or mouse pad.

 Suwannee Democrat
 www.suwanneedemocrat.com/photos  79

68
05

 Studio 1400 would like to introduce
 Tina, the newest member of our team.

 Tina specializes in custom cuts, specialty
 color and foils, formal styles and the
 popular B RAZILIAN SMOOTH OUT .

 Tina is available by appointments only
 with flexible hours Saturday - Monday.

 Please call  or text 850-694-1219 to schedule.

 W elcom e Tina!

 79
67

97

cal Branford resident Jack

Tiebout took some pictures
over the weekend of the
excessive water brought

on by the overspill of the
Suwannee River while at
Ivey Memorial Park.

Too much water
Continued From Page 1A

A boat ramp sign at Ivey Memorial Park and the posts on which it stands is almost submerged un-
der the water.

The almost submerged posts leading to the river at one of Ivey Memorial Park’s boat ramps. No-
tice no dry land to be seen surrounding the picnic tables. 

A picnic pavilion stands alone awaiting the inevitable.

A distant shot of Ivey Park to show the magnitude of the river “moving in”.

Some guys checking out just how far the river had come up and in.

This couple is headed for higher, drier ground.

The barricades at Ivey Memorial Park are a reminder and discouragement to those who normally
enjoy the serenity and sights of the park. - Photos: Jack Tiebout 
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Public invited to art
reception March 19 

at NFCC 
Submitted 

The North Florida Com-
munity College Art Depart-
ment invites the public to a
reception on Tuesday,
March 19 from 12-1:30
p.m. to celebrate the Hard-
ee Center for the Arts’
March exhibit “Recollec-
tions and Rigmarole”. The
new exhibit features work
by artists Aliza Lelah-
Hackman and Kerry
Kolenut.
Kolenut’s work features

a collection of snapshot
photographs that are often
connected to ideas of iden-
tity, memory, and relation-
ships. She gathers these im-
ages from family albums,
enlarges them, and covers a
portion of the image infor-
mation with graphite. All
that is left are parts of the
image, based on ideas of
repetition in location, color,
patterns, and events in the
original image. The infor-
mation still exists at the
base, but is now masked. 
Lelah-Hackman’s art is

the reinvention and recre-
ation of remembered im-
agery made present through

recycled fabric, pigment,
stitching, and her binding
medium. Her work is a
non-linear event, which is
given life by both the figu-
rative images derived from
found photographs, and
captured memories of past
events from her child-
hood. Lelah-Hackman in-
vestigates the transforma-
tion from contemporary so-
ciety into tangible recollec-
tions. The transcription
from time into space and in
time from past into present
recalls the treasury of re-
membrance.
The art exhibit is open

March 18 through March
29. New exhibits are fea-
tured monthly at the Hard-
ee Center for the Arts dur-
ing NFCC’s fall and spring
terms. Gallery hours are
Monday and Wednesday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m. and Tuesday
and Thursday, 8 a.m.-3
p.m. For more information,
contact Lisa Thompson,
NFCC art instructor, at
(850) 973-1642, email
ThompsonL@nfcc.edu or
visit www.nfcc.edu/depart-
ments/academics/hardee-
center-for-the-arts.

Purple Hatter’s Ball 
set for May 10-12 at
SOS Music Park 
Purple Hat Productions

has unveiled the line-up
for the sixth annual Pur-
ple Hatter’s Ball. Taking
place at the Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park
(SOSMP) in Live Oak
May 10 -12, the three-day
music festival honors the
memory of music festival
lover Rachel Morningstar
Hoffman. The 2013 festi-
val features a diverse
line-up including Lettuce,
The New Mastersounds,
Quantic, DubConscious,
The Malah, Nigel Hall
and Roosevelt Collier's
Sunday Gospel Surprise,
Greenhouse Lounge and
more.
Advance tickets are

currently available for
$60 at www.PurpleHat-
tersBall.com and include
three days of music,
primitive camping and all
taxes and fees but in-
crease to $75 March 14.
The Spirit of the Suwan-
nee Music Park is also
generously offering a
deeply discounted cabin
and golf cart rental pack-
age to Purple Hatters

guests. Cabins are limit-
ed, so jump on this deal
quickly by calling 386-
364-1683.
Purple Hatter’s Ball

2013 Artist Line Up:
Lettuce The New Mas-

tersounds Quantic Dub-
Conscious The Malah
Nigel Hall and Roosevelt
Collier's Sunday Gospel
Surprise Greenhouse
Lounge Catfish Alliance
Trial By Stone Sir
Charles Chroma Profit
Stone Street Lucky
Costello Antique Animal
FLT RSK Major Shed
Cherry Royale The Scott
Campbell and Avis Berry
Band
Purple Hatter’s Ball

Links:
www.PurpleHatters-

Ball.com
www.facebook.com/Pu

rpleHattersBall
Twitter: @PurpleHat-

ters
Instagram: @Purple-

Hatters
www.Rache lMorn -

ingstarFoundation.org |
www.MusicLivesHere.co
m

Two days a week is
permissible, but conserve 
as much as possible
Submitted 

Sunday, March 10,
marked the beginning of
Daylight Saving Time
(DST) and with it came a
change in the number of
days lawn and landscape
watering is allowed
throughout the Suwannee
River Water Management
District (District).
The District’s year-round

water conservation mea-
sures allow watering two
days per week during DST
(spring and summer
months) and residents may
choose which days to wa-
ter. Irrigation should not
occur between 10 a.m. and
4 p.m. to minimize evapo-
ration. 
“As always, we are ask-

ing everyone to do his/her
part to conserve water as
much as possible,” said
District Executive Director
Ann Shortelle. “We also
strongly encourage the use
of Florida Friendly Land-
scaping™ principles and
skipping irrigation days
when it rains near the time
you plan to irrigate.”

The limits on landscape
irrigation are part of an on-
going effort to help address
water needs within the Dis-
trict. The irrigation mea-
sures apply to residential
landscaping, public or
commercial recreation ar-
eas, and public and com-
mercial businesses that
aren’t regulated by a Dis-
trict-issued permit. Farm-
ers follow other conserva-
tion measures as part of
their water use permits.
The irrigation measures

apply to residents within
the District’s boundaries,
which means all of Colum-
bia, Dixie, Gilchrist,
Hamilton, Lafayette, Madi-
son, Suwannee, Taylor and
Union counties, and por-
tions of Alachua, Baker,
Bradford, Jefferson, Levy
and Putnam counties. 
For more information

about the District’s water
conservation measures vis-
i t
www.mysuwanneeriver.co
m. For information on
Florida Friendly Landscap-
ing™ visit www.florida-
yards.org.

Lawn watering

 796530
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 According to Chapter 252.355 Florida Statutes, “in order to meet 
 the special needs of persons who would need assistance during 
 evacuations and sheltering because of physical, mental or sensory 
 disabilities, each local emergency management agency in the 
 state shall maintain a registry of persons with special needs 
 located within the jurisdiction of the local agency.”

 This registration helps the local Emergency Management Agency 
 to identify those persons in need of assistance and to plan for 
 resource allocation to meet those needs.  This program gives 
 persons with special needs the option of preauthorizing 
 emergency response personnel to enter their homes during search 
 and rescue operations if necessary to assure their safety and 
 welfare following disasters.

 If you or someone you know has a special condition affecting 
 eyesight, hearing, speech, walking, breathing or has an emotional 
 condition and would need assistance during evacuations and 
 sheltering, please contact your local emergency management 
 agency.  The level of care given in special needs shelters goes 
 above the basic first aid care available to shelters open to the 
 general population.

 All information given will be kept strictly confidential.

 Local Emergency Management 
 Office Phone Number:

 Suwannee County Emergency Management Office
 (386)364-3405

 Lafayette County Emergency Management Office
 (386)294-1950

 Hamilton County Emergency Management Office
 (386)792-6647

 Columbia County Emergency Management Office
 (386)758-1125

 Registry of Persons 
 with Special Needs

 796344

Coming full circle
Submitted 

Mark Selah from Down-
town Cafe has come full
circle this past year. He has-
coached youth soccer 13U
for five years now. One
year ago, he was in the
championship game with
five seconds to go, double
overtime and had a massive
heart attack right there on
the field.  
The kids had to finish the

game without him. Need-
less to say, we lost.
In June, during Tropical

Storm Debby, his cafe
flooded for weeks. This was
devastating as well. Of

course he is still trying to
recover.
This past soccer season,

he coached Suwannee Mid-
dle School soccer and had a
winning season. He also
coached 13U youth soccer
again with many of the
same players he has had for
the past five years.
Championship game

again, down to five seconds
to go, but this time ... The
team wins! He finished the
season winning his first
championship. Mark Selah with a photo of he and his team. 

Do you have 
questions about Medicare?
Do you have questions about your options for Medicare, Medicare/Medic-

aid, Disability, Supplemental Insurance, Part D Prescription Drug Plans, Low
Income Programs or Medicare Billings?
If you do, come see SHINE, a volunteer program with the Florida Depart-

ment of Elder Affairs, for one-on-one counseling. SHINE provides free, un-
biased and confidential assistance.  If you cannot come to a site call the Elder
Helpline at 1-800-262-2243 to be referred to a SHINE Volunteer near
you. SHINE will be at:
Wednesday, March 13                 1:30-3:30 p.m.    Lake City Public Library

(Columbia Ave)
Thursday, March 14                  1:30-3:30 p.m.   Live Oak City Hall
Friday, March 15                      10-Noon             Branford Public Library
Friday, March 22                   9 a.m.-2 p.m.     Advent Christian Village

Health & Wellness Fair
Wednesday, March 27  1:30-3:30 p.m.  LifeStyle Enrichment Ctr,

Lake City (CCSS) 

male vocalist of the year
and entertainer of the year
at OBCMAI (2010) age 13-
17 and won both titles at
NACMAI (2011). This teen
has performed the National
Anthem all around Florida.
He was the lead singer for
two bands, "United" and
"State of Mind," and is now
working solo as well as
with his duet partner Cort-
nie Frazier. Together, Cort-
nie and Connor are known
as "C Squared," and recent-
ly won Fox 30 news' X-
Factor Front of the Line
Pass contest, where C
Squared won over 100 peo-
ple for an all expense paid
trip to Dallas to audition for
the actual X-Factor show,
where they made it to round

three.
On April 13 at the

SOSMP, Kevin “Ski”
Swenszkowski, Brittney
Lawrence and Connor
Blackley will compete with
Bradford Fest winners Son-
dra Hunt, JR Hernandez
and Shelby Clark; Stein-
hatchee Crab Fest winners
Crystal Black, Emily
Brooke and Ken Walker;
Lake City Pig Fest winners
Willow Veda, Nalani Quin-
tello and Chloe Davis and
Live Oak’s Christmas on
the Square winners Jeremi-
ah Ross, JR Hernandez
(who also won at Bradford
Fest) and Jamie Howard for
a chance to perform on
stage during the Suwannee
River Jam May 1-4! These
great artists will definitely
rock the house that evening

and have the crowd cheer-
ing wildly as this hot com-
petition produces winners.
Winners April 13 will be
decided by a panel of
judges. The public is invit-
ed and encouraged to attend
and cheer on your favorite
artist!
Bands chosen to perform

at the Jam are Stephanie
Renae and Wreckless of
Middleburg who won at the
Steinhatchee Crab Festival
and Crosstyz Band.
If you would like to make

reservations for RV park-
ing, cabins, primitive
camping or camper parking
for the SOSMP or to pur-
chase tickets for upcoming
events, call 386-364-1683,
email spirit@musi-
cliveshere.com or go to
www.musicliveshere.com.

3 more chosen 
to play at Jam 
Continued From Page 5A

Donuts with Dads
On March 20, from 7 a.m. - 8 a.m., we will have our first annual Donuts with

Dads event at Suwannee Intermediate School. You and your students will meet
here at the school cafeteria for FREE donuts and drinks. Throughout the hour, we
will have a presentation about our WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads Of Great Students)
Program.  
WATCH D.O.G.S. is an innovative program being used by schools across Amer-

ica which helps them to be positively impacted by the committed involvement of
fathers and father-figures in their student's life. The goal is to have you spend at
least one day this year at the school to be a positive male role model and provide
an extra set of eyes and ears.  
A form will be sent home on March 7 for you to sign and return indicating your

acceptance of this invitation.  
If you have any questions, please contact Gary Caldwell, assistant principal, at

386-647-4700.

Attention fathers and father figures

TABE tests
Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by ap-

pointment): TABE (Test of Adult Basic
Education) at NFCC Testing Center (Bldg.
#16), Madison. TABE is required for ac-

ceptance into vocational/technical pro-
grams. Photo ID required. Pre-registration
& scheduling time & date are required. To
register please call 850-973-9451.



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2013 � SUWANNEE DEMOCRAT/LIVE OAK PAGE 13A

 Over 300 booths of handmade arts & 
 crafts exhibitors from throughout 

 the Southeast. 
 Inside & Outside Exhibitors

 Food Court 
 Clogging Performances Both Days

 For more information (229) 985-1968
 info@calicocrafts.com  • www.calicocrafts.com

 $5 PER PERSON
 Children 12 and under are free with an adult. 

 NO  PETS ALLOWED. Free Parking

 Spence Field ~ Moultrie, GA 
 (Sunbelt Expo Site)

 4 miles SE of Hwy 319 on Hwy 133

 Saturday, March 16 • 9am - 5pm
 Sunday, March 17 • 10am - 4pm

 796371˙

"What has that got to do with the price of tea in China?"
"It's wet enough to bog a buzzard's shadow."
"He's as crooked as a barrel of fish hooks."
"He's faster than greased lightning."
"She's as slow as Christmas or cream rising."
"It's hotter than a two dollar pistol."

How many times have you heard "old sayings", "witti-
cisms", or "colloquialisms", expressed in conversations by
many citizens "Around the Banks of the Suwannee"? Most
families have at least one member who is adept with such
expressions and who can and does often use them freely.
We had a number in our family, and, then, there were

those commonly used each and every day.
If someone had a terrible thirst, drank a lot of water, iced

tea, or bonded beverages, my Grandma Bullard would of-
ten say,"They could drink Jordan dry and ‘winker’ at
Jerusalem.” For those of you who are not familiar with
southern expressions or that of the "equine"
crowd"winker" means turn a blind eye, or a horse with
blinders, in other words, more interesting in drink than
even looking at a prize or, in this case, "the Holy City".
Of course disparaging remarks made about the looks of

another were often greeted with the response "pretty is as
pretty does", or if you wondered why someone had chosen
a certain person to date or marry, the response would often
be "He or she was like the old man or woman who kissed
the cow. Everyone to his or her own notion."
There were others. If someone was intoxicated "They

were drunk as Cooter Brown." I don't know who "Cooter
Brown" is, but his name has often been bandied around in
relation to a state of intoxication. If someone was a little
on the homely side, "They were as ugly as mud fence", or,
"Ugly as homemade sin."  
If someone was pretty or attractive they might be re-

ferred to as being "Pretty as a speckled pup." Now, there's
a simile for you.
If a person had a great appetite, my Daddy would often

say "So and so could eat a dish rag if you fried it" or "He
had a ‘coming’ appetite" or "That boy could eat a fried
jackass and an acre of collards". Now that's hungry.
Someone's financial good fortune might be referred to

as: "She's as rich as cream” or "He has enough money to
burn a wet mule".
The weather elicited other "sayings":
"It's colder than a well digger's rear end (here I am using

the more sanitized version for the sake of publication).
"It's hotter than a two dollar pistol."
"It's wet enough to bog a buzzard's shadow."
A friend of mine who grew up in south Alabama stated

she had an aunt and uncle who often had marital "snafus"
and reconciliation. She said when her Daddy saw them dri-
ving together in their automobile after a "blow up", he
would say "Well they're back together, and they'll be eat-
ing wedding cake now."

If someone was smart they were said to be "As smart as
cricket."
If someone screamed or yelled in loud voice, someone

might say "She screamed like a banshee or a scalded dog."
A visually impaired person might be referred to as being

"Blind as a bat."
One who had trouble hearing might be said to be "Deaf

as a post."
If someone were not too financially prosperous, it might

be said that they were "As poor as Job's turkey".
If it was terribly dark, you might be told, be careful

walking around outside "It's as dark as Egypt", this refer-
ring to one of the plagues when the locusts descended
upon Egypt and all was dark.
One of my principals and mentor, the late Mr. Hal Worth

had a couple I remember related to school life. If he doubt-
ed a story someone told he would say: 
"That's your tale. I'll sit on mine."
If you nodded your head to answer rather than answer-

ing "Yes sir", or "No sir", he would say "Cows and horses
shake their heads, people answer." I always loved that one.
If someone was very old the person might say, "So and

so is as old as Methuselah" or "Older than dirt."
For someone with an elevated opinion of self, I've often

heard it said "If you bought him for what he was worth and
sold him for what he thought he was worth, you would
make a devil of a profit." or "He is proud as a lord."
If you would wanted to convince someone to do some-

thing for you, you would often be told "You draw a lot
more flies with sugar than vinegar."
If a person had a nice personality, especially a lady, she

was often said to be "As sweet as sugar."
If something tasted sour it might be said to be so sour it

would "lock your jaws" or to be "Bitter as gall."
If a person had teeth that kind of protruded or was "buck

toothed", someone might say "He could spear peanuts out
of long necked soda water bottle with those teeth."
If a lady was wearing a slip, and her slip was showing

from under her skirt or dress, I have often heard others
whisper behind their hands and say "It's snowing down
south." meaning the slip was showing.
If a person was not known for their veracity, as in telling

the truth, it would often be said "They don't let the truth
stand in the way of a good story." Or one time Daddy told
me about someone  "I knew he was telling a lie. He knew
he was telling a lie, and, yet, I wanted to hear it." That was
giving accolades to someone's story telling ability.
There are more of these expressions than a "dog has

fleas" but I am going to bring to a close so that I don't
"Wear out my welcome" with you with this week. You
might be tempted to tell me to "Go fly and kite", and it is
the weather for it.
So until next time “From the Eight Mile Still on the

Woodpecker Route, north of White Springs, I wish you all
a day filled with joy, peace, and, above all, lots of love and
laughter.”

 Girls Just Want To Have Fun! Girls Just Want To Have Fun!

 A D IVA  D AY  E XPO A D IVA  D AY  E XPO Saturday May 4th Saturday May 4th Saturday May 4th 9AM-4PM 9AM-4PM 9AM-4PM

 TH OM ASVILLE EXC H ANG E 
 CLU B FAIRG ROU NDS

 EXH IBITION BU ILDING S
 2057 East Hwy 122 (Pavo Road) • Thomasville, GA

 Come and Shop! Shop! Shop!
 Trendy Handbags  �  Jewelry of Every Kind  �  Clothes

 Gifts  �  Silver  �  Luggage  �  Cars  �  Candles
 Team Merchandise  �  Pillows  �  Ornaments  �  Cakes

 Health & Beauty Demos  �  Crafts
 MORE  MORE  MORE

 Call Chris 229-226-2400 Ext 1810
 chris.white@gaflnews.com

 796655

 presents...
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Submitted 
The Live Oak Partnership
invites you to its third an-
nual Live Oak Chocolate
Festival to be held on
Saturday, March 16. For
those who believe the
four basic food groups
consist of white choco-
late, milk chocolate, dark
chocolate and truffles,
this is the event not to be
missed. The event will
take place through the

streets of downtown Live
Oak.
The chocolate weekend

promises to satisfy all the
senses with chocolate, music,

artists, crafters and demonstrations. This event will
create a chocolate trail throughout the town and end
Saturday night with a concert of “Chocolate
Melodies.”
The Live Oak Chocolate Festival will return to the

streets of Live Oak beginning at 9 a.m. with artists,

crafters and chocolatiers. There will be entertainment
and demonstrations throughout the day including
book readings, storytelling and cooking exhibitions.
From 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. there will be a chocolate
challenge. 
The event will continue until 6 p.m. and take place

at Poole Realty and Alimar Court parking lots on
Howard Street East.
But that’s not all.
The fun will continue into the evening hours begin-

ning at 6 p.m. with a free open-air concert at Millen-
nium Park on Howard Street West, in the heart of the
downtown district. “Chocolate Melodies” will be the
theme for the evening as local musicians bring a
showcase of music and melodies to the stage of Mil-
lennium Park. This concert will continue until 8 p.m.
Many groups and businesses within the Live Oak

community will be participating in this event; several
of which will be offering chocolate themed events of
their own. These events and offerings will be listed on
the Live Oak Partnership website (www.Histori-
cLiveOak.com) as they are submitted. Vendor applica-
tions are available on the site.
This year’s event is co-chaired by Richard Wright

and Randy Torrance.

Live Oak Chocolate
Festival is Saturday

trash around the property and other
demands by the city within 30 days of
the code enforcement hearing at City
Hall. 
McCollum has failed to comply

and on Jan. 15, the city placed a lien
against his property.
“When you apply a lien, it applies

to all of the properties a person owns
in the state of Florida,” said Lynn
Touchton, Live Oak’s code enforce-
ment officer. 
Touchton confirmed that McCol-

lum does have additional property in
Live Oak.
Each day the property remains

non-compliant, a fee of $100 is as-
sessed to the owner. Before the deed
of the property can change hands, the

lien must be satisfied with the city. As
of March 6, a total of $5,000 has ac-
cumulated in fines.
“The fines continue until he (Mc-

Collum) notifies our office that he
has complied,” Touchton said.
“When he calls our office, we’ll then
go take a look at the property to see if
the property is in compliance.”
When McCollum has satisfied the

code ordinances, Touchton will then
file an affidavit of compliance. Mc-
Collum will have the opportunity to
go before a magistrate to ask for a re-
duction in fines. 
Ruby McCollum became infamous

in 1952 when she was convicted of
killing Dr. C. Leroy Adams, a physi-
cian in Live Oak who also ran for and
was elected state senator. On Aug. 3,
1952, McCollum, a black woman,

was accused of shooting and killing
the white doctor. Prosecutors say she
shot him over a medical bill she
owed. Some believe that McCollum
didn’t shoot Adams and she had no
reason to over a small medical bill
since she and her husband were
wealthy. This event made headlines
across the nation during the time of
segregation. 
During McCollum’s first trial, she

was convicted of first degree mur-
der, but the conviction and death
sentence were overturned because
of the judge’s failure to be present
while the jury inspected the crime
scene. McCollum was declared
mentally incompetent during her
second trial and spent 20 years at
the Florida State Hospital in Chatta-
hoochee. 

City files lien against McCollum estate
Continued From Page 1A

“The results of the sam-
pling showed that bacteria
levels were well below the
established water quality
standard.”
FDEP does not plan to

conduct further testing at
this time and little to no en-
vironmental impact is an-
ticipated. 
According to the SR-

WMD, the Suwannee Riv-

er has crested in parts. 
The Suwannee River at

Dowling Park is falling af-
ter cresting at 4.5 feet be-
low flood stage. Branford
is still cresting at two feet
below flood stage. The
Suwannee River at Wilcox
in the Fanning Springs area
could rise another foot
by mid-week. Manatee
Springs is not expected to
reach flood stage.

Suwannee crests
in some areas 

Continued From Page 1A

area several times that day
prior to robbing the store.
When the man entered the
store, he demanded cash
and obtained an undeter-
mined amount of money.
The clerk did not see a gun,
although the man said he
had one. The man then fled
on foot.
The clerk described the

man as a white male, about

six feet tall, wearing a navy
blue plaid shirt and dark
blue pants. He is believed
to be between his early 40s
and 50s and has gray and
strawberry blonde hair. He
is believed to be around
220 to 230 pounds.
If you have any informa-

tion, please call the SCSO
at 386-362-2222.
The investigation contin-

ues. 

Cash advance
store robbed
Continued From Page 1A

qualified. Attorneys that
submitted their qualifica-
tions include: Andrew
Decker IV, James Prevatt
Jr., Hal Airth, all of Live
Oak, and Hopping, Green
and Sams of Tallahassee. 
Prior to conducting in-

terviews, the board will
meet to create a scoring
mechanism. The commis-
sioners will interview the
candidates on Thursday,
March 28. The board will
then rank the attorneys and
begin negotiations in the
order in which they were
ranked.
“The board will start ne-

gotiations with the attor-
ney who has the highest
rank. By Florida Statutes,
if an agreement is not
reached, they move on to

Who could be next
county attorney?
Continued From Page 1A

that we have incorporated have
helped us to step up the skills of our
employees, and it helps us to be more
prepared for whatever situation we
may face.”
Sommers said that the department

is currently looking to purchase a
trailer for SCFR to use year-round. 
“We borrowed the trailer from Dix-

ie County, and they were nice enough
to allow us to use it for at least five
weeks,” said Captain Eddie Hand. “It
has been a great tool for us to use dur-
ing this training session.”
To make sure all stations are

manned in the case of an emergency,
fire and rescue staff participate in
training during their hours off. 
“This exercise helps us in so many

ways,” said Sommers. “It basically
challenges you mentally. It also helps
us with air consumption. Our goal is

to use the least amount of air as pos-
sible. And it’s a team building exer-
cise.”
During the first set of drills, the

firefighters use just the first floor and
they complete the exercise alone. The
team then moves to teaching skills us-
ing the second floor. The group will
then do team exercises, teaching them
to always stay with their partner. 
“Again, the training that we get

from using this trailer is invaluable.
We’re hoping to have a trailer that we
could move to all of our fire stations
for training and for education purpos-
es when we visit the schools.”, said
Sommers.
Sommers said that he is looking for

a trailer that someone could possibly
donate or they could purchase at a
discounted rate. Suwannee and
Lafayette county correctional institu-
tions have agreed to help with the la-
bor work and Lowe’s has said they

would offer materials at a discounted
price. 
While many fire and rescue teams

have experienced cuts in their budget,
the SCFR team has continued to
spread its wings. Over the past two
years, SCFR has added two stations,
one in Wellborn and one in Dowling
Park, in an effort to increase response
time. 
In addition to increasing training,

the goal is to have each employee
certified as a firefighter/paramedic.
Currently, there are only three em-
ployees who lack paramedic certifi-
cations. Two of those employees
are in paramedic school and one
will start the class in January of
2014.
“We’re building a team here,”

Sommers said. “We’re excited about
what’s happening and we invite
everyone to come by and see what
we’re doing.”

SCFR: Building a team
Continued From Page 1A

ed Live Oak in June 2012,
leaving a 160-foot sinkhole
partially underneath them.
The properties are owned
by John Chambliss and
John Robinson. 
On Feb. 12, Tamie

Chambliss Debono, the
daughter of John Chamb-
liss, addressed the Live
Oak City Council on behalf
of her father. Debono told
the board they were willing
to deed the property to the
city if they would cover the
estimated cost of $32,500
to demolish the buildings.
At that meeting, no vote
was taken as it was the con-
sensus of the board not to
move forward.
CRA board member and

Live Oak City Councilman
Keith Mixon revisited the
idea during Wednesday’s
CRA board meeting, sug-
gesting the CRA accept the
property under certain stip-
ulations. The CRA agreed
to pay the difference to de-

molish the buildings if the
owners agree to give the
CRA the funds provided by
their insurance companies
to demolish the buildings
and deed the property to
the CRA. 
The original date for the

buildings to be razed was
set for Feb. 18, but the pro-
ject was delayed due to
Chambliss wanting to deed
his building to the city. De-
molition was then set for
March 11, but the Florida
Department of Environ-
mental Protection said an
asbestos study had to be
performed on the buildings
which once again delayed
the demolition. 
“Folks, these buildings

are in the heart of Down-
town Live Oak,” Mixon
said. “This is a grand op-
portunity for us.”
The CRA board is ex-

pected to meet with the
property owners in a meet-
ing this week. 
No demolition date has

been rescheduled. 

CRA will accept
condemned buildings
Continued From Page 1A

Firefighters prepare the trailer for training. - Photo: Bryant Thigpen 

Airth

the second highest. Once
you move on to negotiating
with the next attorney, you
cannot go back to the previ-
ous attorney,” said Harris.
The board will announce

the selected candidate once
negotiations have been
completed.

First Advent Christian Church is having their annual
youth spaghetti dinner fundraiser on Friday. Dinners
include spaghetti, garlic bread, salad and dessert; tea
and water for eat ins as well as a cake auction. 
Come on out and enjoy or take home and give mom

a break.
The event will be from 4:30 to 7 p.m.
The church is located at the corner of Walker Avenue

and Pinewood Drive.

First Advent Christian
Church spaghetti fundraiser
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SPORTSSPORTS
Injuries take a toll on Lady ‘Dogs. Story below

‘Dogs defeat Raiders 
Fall to Fort White, Valdosta

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee High School
baseball team beat the visiting
Tallahassee Rickards Raiders on
March 1 in their home confer-
ence game with the final score of
7-2.
Suwannee took the lead in the

first two innings picking up two
runs per inning and the Raiders
weren’t able to score at all.
By the third inning, Rickards

was able to bring in their only
two runs of the game and
Suwannee didn’t score in that in-
ning.
The fifth and sixth innings

however, the ‘Dogs were able to
make three more runs bringing
them the victory of 7-2.  
Cody Gamble was selected as

player of the game as he picked
up his second win of the season
on the mound in three starts, lim-
iting the Raiders to two runs
(one earned) on two base hits,
two base-on-balls, and a hit bats-
man, while striking out 16
Raiders batters.

‘Dogs lost to Fort White
The team lost to the Fort

White Indians on March 5 in a
tight, but non-league game with
the final score of 9-5.
Throughout most of the in-

nings both teams stayed pretty

evenly matched. The Indians
scored a run in the first inning,
then in the second Suwannee
scored one. Then the ‘Dogs took
the lead for several innings, but
what put the Indians over the top
was the 10th inning when they
were able to knock out five runs
to the ‘Dogs one bringing the fi-
nal score to 9-5.
Trey Owen was selected as

Suwannee’s player of the game. 
Trey hit a two-run home run

and added a double in five trips
to the plate, and although taking
the loss on the mound in relief,
pitched five innings of three-hit
ball, allowing only two earned
runs while striking out nine bat-
ters.

‘Dogs fall to Valdosta
SHS lost against Valdosta Sat-

urday with the final score 17-10.
Valdosta scored first in the

game with one run in the first in-
ning. The ‘Dogs were able to
grab two in in the next inning.
The third inning, Suwannee

was able to get six runs, howev-
er in the fourth inning, Valdosta
made seven runs. In the fifth in-
ning, neither team scored, but in
the sixth, Valdosta was able to
grab eight more runs. In the sev-
enth, Suwannee made two, but
not enough to take the lead. The
final score was Valdosta with 17
and the ‘Dogs with 10.

SHS baseball

Wyatt Jackson hits for Suwannee.   - Photos: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

Tillman fires one off the mound.

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Daniel Brett Tillman,
23, is a baseball player, a
pitcher born in 1989 in
Fort Myers, but grew up
in Suwannee County and
attended Suwannee High
School. After high
school, Tillman went to
Florida Southern Col-
lege in Lakeland and in
2010 was drafted by The
Los Angeles Angels of
Anaheim in the second
round of the 2010 Major
League Baseball (MLB)
June Amateur Draft from
FSC.  
Tillman said that his

career is going pretty

well, but admitted last
year was difficult.
“It was rough last

year,” said Tillman.
“This is a start-over
year.”
What Tillman meant

about his “rough” year is
that he said about half of
last year he was dealing
with personal failure.
“I learned and matured

a lot in my game,” said
Tillman. “My focus is to
try and get better, have
fun, but still do the job.”
In 2010, Tillman went

through some obvious
adjustments, living in a
new environment on the
west coast as well as the
bar being raised for him

to play better than he had
ever done in his life.
“It’s definitely taken

some time to get used to
being here,” said Till-
man. “People act differ-
ently in other places, but
not as big of a change as
you’d think. I’ve just
been working on my
pitching.”
Where does Tillman

see himself in two
years?
“A lot can happen in

two years,” said Tillman.
“It depends on what the
Angels decide and how I
perform.”
Tillman’s minor

league service time is
one year.

Suwannee pitcher in L.A. Chambers: “Injuries have
really taken a toll on us”

Bulldog softball

Blakely Burch tags out an opponent.      - Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

Staff
The Suwannee High School Lady

Bulldog softball team recently went to
bat against five opponents, one in regu-
lar play and four in a two day tourna-
ment. 
The team is now 5-7 and 1-1 in dis-

trict play. Coach Tommy Chambers said
that injuries are keeping the team from
being where they should be at. 

“Up to this point injuries have really
taken a toll on us,” said Chambers.
“Shayla Kicklighter and Timberly Ste-
ichen are trying to heal from injuries
that has sidelined them for numerous
games. Hopefully as the week goes on
they will be better and can get back into
the starting lineup.”

SEE CHAMBERS, PAGE 3B

Plus, four set tournament games 
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 127 Howard Street E., Live Oak, FL Phone: 386-362-4539 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478 Se Habla Espanol
 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 $99,900-  Nice get away  home tucked in the middle  of the 4 wooded acres.  1,400+ sq.ft. 3/1 1/2 bath.  Call David Mincey, 386- 590-0157 MLS#82009

 WELL MAINTAINED  on  lovely landscaped lot, close  to everything in downtown  Branford.  Many great  features and upgrades,  $127,900 Sylvia Newell,  386-590-2498 MLS#82233

 SPACIOUS.  4/2 on 6 acres. No  restrictions & has potential for a  home business. Has large shop  and located on Hwy 90 with  great visibility. $129,900 Kellie  Shirah, 386-208-3847  MLS#82541

 CHARACTER!  This 4/3 home still has the  character of its time but w/all the  updates. 2 master suites, office.  Located in the historic White  Springs. $167,500. Kellie Shirah,  386-208-3847. MLS#81895

  IMMACULATE- Two Story  1,900+ sq.ft., 3/2, on 4 acres. Great  room w/wood burning FP.  Beautiful yard, storage shed, & on  paved road. $225,000. Irvin Dees,  386-208-4276 MLS#82408

 NEW LISTING- Beautiful  Home w/open floor plan- 3/2  w/island kitchen, storage  building, water purification  system, privacy fenced.  $229,000. Vern Roberts,  386-688-1940. MLS#83133

 18 ACRES -Just 2.5 miles  out of town w/4 large bdrms,  2.5 baths, large closets, sec  system, insulated workshop,  some chainlink fencing.  $249,900. Anita Handy, 386- 208-5877 MLS#83192

 35 ACRES w/3,000+sq.ft. 4/ 3.5 ranch style home w/3 car  garage, pole barn, equipment  barn, full basement, & mature  pecan orchard. $400,000. Call  David Mincey 386-590-0157,  MLS# 82968

 COUNTRY LIVING AT ITS BEST  GORGEOUS

 $42,900-  for this 5 acres with a creek running thru the backside of property, a pole barn 13ft high approx  30/50, well power, & septic. Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#82817
 CUTE CHURCH  surrounded by beautiful countryside comes with a 1996 DWMH all on 1 acre, pole barn.  Reduced to $50,000. Call Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498 MLS#78419
 WATERFRONT  :2.3 acre river lot on the Suwannee River. Well & power. Two old cabins of no value.  Bring the R.V. & the fishing rods. $53,000. David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#82482
 DON’T MISS THIS 3/2 DWMH.  Spacious great room, kitchen w/ breakfast nook. Corner lot w/ 12x 24  storage bldg, & attached carport. $54,000. Sherrel McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#82361
 RIVERFRONT:  2.5 acres with over 300 ft on the Suwannee River. Located in a gated fly-in airpark.  Owner financing. $79,000. Call Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#81164
 WATERFRONT-  $79,900- On the river with all the amenities. Older SWMH that has been redone.  Completely furnished with deck on the River. Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#82520
 NICE  28+ wooded acres. Close to Live Oak. Lots of wildlife. Great for hunting or homesite. Completely  fenced. $94,000. Call Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276. MLS#78348
 EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY  to purchase a church in Jasper with parsonage living accommodations,  fellowship hall, youth building, sanctuary seats approx. 150. $199,000. Call Sylvia Newell, 386-590- 1298  MLS#78418

 79
67
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 MARIE LEE REALTY

 Joan Radford, Realtor
 386-208-5267

 Marie Lee, Broker
 386-688-3351

 LAND
 Very nice CLEARED  lot in Suwannee River Park Estates. ONLY

 $7,500. MLS#83107

 1003 W. Howard St/90 West • Live Oak, FL office: 386-364-2828

 VERY NICE!  4 bd, 2 bth in town. 
 So many upgrades, looks nearly 
 new inside. Above ground pool 
 with decking. Hot tub. Enjoy 
 living here! $124,900 MLS#83341

 BIG AND BEAUTIFUL!  On 
 2.99 ACRES, mol. 3bd 2 bth plus 
 2 extra rms, in-ground pool, too 
 many extras to list. $139,900
 MLS # 82826

Needmore
race schedule

Submitted 

Needmore Speedway,
Norman Park, Georgia,
announced their race
schedule for the
2013 season. The first

race will be Saturday,
March 23, with practice
scheduled for Friday
night March 22. 
This year Needmore

Speedway will again fea-
ture six divisions of com-
petition, Late Models,
Limited Late Models,
Old School Late Models,
Hobby Stocks, Super
Street and Enduros. As
an added monthly feature
to the regular racing pro-
gram, Needmore will
also bring those popular
open wheel modified
Sportsman cars back for
more exciting racing. The
Skeeter cars, as they are
more commonly known,
have been a popular at-
traction at dirt tracks for
over 50 years going all
the way back to the hey-
days of Thunderbowl and
I-75 Speedways in Val-
dosta. 

Needmore, in coopera-
tion with Albany Speed-
way, will run on alternat-
ing Saturday nights but
several times during the
year. Needmore will have
three day events for the
National Late Model Se-
ries cars, the first such
event will be May 24, 25
and 26 as the country cel-
ebrates Memorial Day.
June's schedule will in-
clude two nights with
Southern Outlaw stock
cars racing at Needmore.
July really heats up with
a special three night In-
dependence show. It
starts with Thursday
night practice, Friday
qualifying races and then
big features on Saturday.
Hot August nights get
even hotter when the
Southern Allstars come
to Needmore Aug. 9 and
10.  
Watch for news of up-

coming events in No-
vember and December at
Needmore Speedway, the
souths fastest 3/8's mile
dirt track where we do it
"fast and dirty".  

Calendar of Events
Gospel sing & potluck supper

Saturday April 6, 2013
Chicken Pilaf
Pot-luck supper
at 6 p.m. *concert 7 p.m.
Lee Worship Center Church
Living word of faith fellowship
471 S.E. Magnolia Dr.
Lee, Fla.
*Proceeds will go to the building fund.
For more information or to get on the program, please

call Allen at 850-869-9977
North Central Florida Tea Party

Monthly Meeting
Are you concerned about the proposed gun control leg-

islation?  Have you wondered what your sheriff’s stand
will be if laws should ever be passed “requiring” gun con-
fiscation?  Join us at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 14 when
our guest speakers will be Mike Austell, the Florida State
Chapter Leader for Oath Keepers, along with the sheriffs
from Columbia, Lafayette and Suwannee Counties.  We
will have a forum-type event with a question and answer

session at the end.  Learn more about the Oath Keepers or-
ganization at http://oathkeepers.org/oath/ .  Invite your
family and friends to this important meeting!
We meet at the Taylor Building 128 SW Birley Ave. in

Lake City.  The Taylor Building is located on the south
side of U.S. 90 and Birley Ave. approx. 3 miles west of the
I-75 interchange.   For more information, call John 386-
935-1705, Sharon 386-935-0821 or go to:  www.north-
centralfloridateaparty.org

The Branford Camera Club 
Will meet on Thursday, March 21, 7 p.m., at Cuzin’s

Restaurant across the street from Scaff’s Market in Bran-
ford.  Come early if you’d like to join us for dinner before
the meeting. 
Our March meeting will be an Open Forum, focusing on

preparations for our 2nd Annual Spring Photo Critique to
be held during our April 18 meeting.  Skip Weigel, retired
local professional portrait photographer, will be our host
for the meeting.  The Critique and the Photo Show in May
are open to the public, both for participation and/or obser-
vation.  The guidelines for the Critique will be discussed
and refined during this March meeting, so please attend if

you’re planning to participate in either event.  OR you can
contact Carolyn Hogue for a copy of the guidelines.  
Terry Harris, a master photographer and professional

judge will again be our guest for the Critique.  While we
asked Terry to be gentle with his critique last year, we’ll
be asking for a tougher analysis of our photos this year to
help us improve our photographic skills.  So, get ready,
read your owner’s manuals, practice, and pick your best 5
pictures for Terry’s critique. 
Following the program, we’ll share photos and discuss

other upcoming activities, including an April field trip to
the Okeefenokee Swamp.  If you’d like some help with
getting acquainted with your own camera equipment,
bring your camera and owner’s manual.  Please bring
some pictures to share, and join us on March 21.  
The Branford Camera Club meets the 3rd Thursday of

each month at Cuzin’s Restaurant with a couple of excep-
tions.  Visit Branford Camera Club on Facebook or call
Carolyn Hogue, 386-935-2044, for more information.

Surrey Place annual Easter egg hunt

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE 4B
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Chambers: “Injuries have really taken a toll on us”

par either. 
“It has not been as strong as we were

counting on at this point, but with each
game we play they will only get stronger
and have every confidence it will be bet-
ter,” said Chambers. 
The team is a very young group of girls

with little experience.
“We tell them every day as the season

goes on the experience will catch up with
the talent and we’ll still have a chance to
reach our goals,” Chambers said. 
On Wednesday, March 6, the Ladies

played in Lake City against Columbia. SHS
was shut out 10-0 in a non-league match. 
The Ladies then hit the road for a four

game tournament played Friday and Satur-
day. 
The first game was against Godby.

Suwannee shut Godby out by a score of 17-
0.
Jordan Roberts was the player of the

game. The freshman first base player went
3-3 with two doubles, two RBIs, two runs
scored and one walk. 
The Ladies played Chiles on Friday,

falling to them 3-0.
On Saturday, the Ladies fell to Sickles,

Continued From Page 1B

Asia Brown runs for Suwannee.

18-2. The two runs for Suwannee came
from Jessie TenBroeck and Alexis Brown. 
And on Saturday Suwannee played Lib-

erty County, almost clinching the win. Lib-
erty County took the win, 7-6.
TenBroeck was the player of the game.

The senior shortstop went 3-4 with three
doubles, two RBIs, two runs scored and
two stolen bases. 
Suwannee plays their last district games

this week on Thursday and Friday. 
“We have Rickards on Thursday and

Wakulla on Friday, so the seeding for the
district tournament will be decided after
this week,” said Chambers. “You always
want the number one seed, assuring your-
self of being in the playoffs, but just need to
play hard and see what happens.”
Next week, the team has its student body

game on Thursday at 1:45 p.m. against a
strong team, Lafayette. 
The Ladies play Richards at home at 7

p.m. They play Wakulla on their turf at 7
p.m.Kiersten Howell waits for the batter. - Photos: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

‘Dogs defeat Raiders 

Dustin Driver on the pitcher’s mound. 

Trey Owen leaps for the base. - Photos: Paul Buchanan (Suwan-
neeSports.com)
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Surrey Place Care Center
of Live Oak will be having
its annual Easter egg hunt
for the community on
March 23 at 10 a.m. It is
free to the children in the
community. Surrey Place
Care Center is located at
110 Lee Ave., SE, Live
Oak, FL 32064. For more
information, please call
386-364-5961.

Suwannee County
Branch NAACP - Unit

#5137
President: Mr. Lesley

White
Mailing address: P.O.

Box 6105, Live Oak, FL
32064

Telephone: 386-647-
7360

Email: al101st@com-
cast.net

Meetings: First Monday
in each month at 6 p.m. Ex.
Bd., 7 p.m. membership
meeting.

Lunelle Siegel a noted
speaker on the history of
the War Between the States
will be presenting a pro-
gram on “A 150 Year Re-
flection on the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation” 

United Daughters of the
Confederacy®, Olustee
Chapter, Lake City month-
ly meeting March 18, 2013

Time: 5:15 P.M.
Place: China Buffet
345 West Duval Street,
Lake City, Fl

Buffet served after the
meeting.  Cost $9.00 (drink
extra)  Reservations not re-
quired.

For more information
call Linda Williams  352-
215-8776 

Lunelle Siegel, a native
Floridian is a noted speaker
on the history of the mid
19th century and the War
Between the States.  She
has presented programs
around the Southeast on
various topics including:
Jewish Confederates,
Black Confederates, Multi-
cultural Confederates,
Finding your Confederate
Veteran Ancestor, Obser-
vance of Christmas in the
1860’s South, and others.
She has presented these
programs for TV, and orga-
nizations around the South-
east including historical or-
ganizations, museums and
genealogical societies such
as UDC Chapters, SCV
Camps, and the William
Breman Jewish Heritage &
Holocaust Museum in At-
lanta.  One of her lectures
appears on PBS & NPR
Forum Network.

You are invited
The Drama Troupe and

Cast Members of the SHS
Spring Musical, How to
Succeed in Business With-
out Really Trying, are hav-
ing a blast preparing to
showcase our talents for
YOU. We invite you to at-
tend one or both of our

show times, Friday, March
22 at 7 p.m. or Saturday,
March 23 at 2 p.m. in the
SHS auditorium. We know
you will ENJOY the per-
formances! Hope to see
you there!

“FREE nursing home
planning workshop!  
Anyone who is con-

cerned about how they will
pay for nursing home care
should attend this informa-
tive workshop led by local
elder law attorney Teresa
Byrd Morgan.  The pro-
gram will be held Thurs-
day, March 28, 2013, at
10:00 a.m., at Morgan Law
Center for Estate & Legacy
Planning (234 East Duval
Street, Lake City).  Seating
is limited and reservations
are required.  To reserve a
seat, please call Tammy
Hale at 386-755-1977.”

Free Genealogy 
Workshop

sponsored by
United Daughters of the

Confederacy®
Olustee Chapter, Lake

City 
held at the Lake City Li-

brary (West Branch) on
Saturday, April 13th, 2013
from 1-4PM 

Please RSVP to Linda
Williams 352-215-8776 or
ilovemyancestors@wind-
stream.net

McAlpin Advent 
Christian Church 

presents 
Easter egg hunt
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Saturday, March 30 at 2
p.m. Bring the whole fami-
ly out for food, games, fun
and fellowship!

17214 89th Road
McAlpin, Fla. 32062 for
more information call 386-
758-8896

AARP Driver Safety
Class for Seniors

AARP is offering the
Driver Safety class for Se-
niors at the Live Oak Public
Library, 1848 Ohio Avenue
South, Live Oak, FL on Fri-
day March 15 from 9 a.m.–
3:30 p.m. with ½ hour for
lunch. Please bring a sack
lunch with no red drinks.
Defensive driving tech-
niques will be taught aimed
at keeping you safe on the
road. The impact of aging
on driving, current and new
rules of the road in Florida
will be reviewed. There are
no tests. The Certificate of
Completion is good for a
discount on your vehicle in-
surance for 3 years. Drive
safer with confidence,
longer. Registration is re-
quired. Please call 352-
333-3036.

New York Day
New York Day, for all

who have lived anywhere
in New York State, will be
12:15 to 4 PM on Saturday
March 16 at the Epiphany
Catholic Church Social
Hall (Malone St. between
So. US 41 & Marion Ave.).
There will be a social hour
with appetizers, a full St.
Patrick’s Day dinner with
dessert, entertainment by
“Three of Us”, and raffles,
door prizes, etc. Cost is $15
per person.  Wine and beer,
including NY brands, will
be available. Casual dress-
wear Green for St. Pats!
Call the Lloyds at 752-4885
or Bob Peloni at 984-8232
for info and reservations
(DEADLINE March 9).

The Sparkleberry Chap-
ter of the Florida Native

Plant Society
Sparkleberry Chapter

meetings are held the 2nd
Tuesday of each month, ex-
cept June, July, and August,
at Hatch Park in Branford.
Please contact Chapter
President Mae Brandt,mae-
brandt@bellsouth.net, 386-
466-0915, for more infor-
mation.

The 13th annual Wild
Azalea Festival 

Saturday March 16, in
downtown Historic White
Springs, is accepting appli-
cations for vendors.

For more information go
t o
specialeventsws@gmail.co
m

Applications available
online at www.white-
springs.org or
www.stephenfostercso.org

Senior Citizens 
motorcoach tours

Madison Travel & Tours,
Madison, Fla. 850-973-
6439                          Cape
Cod & Plymouth June 8-
16, 2013
Pigeon Forge & Smoky Mt.
Show Trip Oct. 14-18,
2013                        New
York City  Dec. 4-12, 2013

Boy Scout Troop 408
Meets on Thursdays

from 7-8:30 at the Ameri-
can Legion Post 107,
10726 142nd St., Live Oak.
This is approx. 5.5 miles
south of town and 1.5 miles
east of Hwy. 129. Member-
ship is open to boys ages
11-17. Join us for camping,
hiking, canoeing, and many
other outdoor activities.

Elks Lodge Bingo
Bingo is every Monday

night from 7 p.m. to 10
p.m. at the lodge Non
Smoking, Kitchen is open
serving sandwiches, onion
rings, etc.

Cub Scout Pack 408
Meets on Mondays from

6:30-7:30 at the American
Legion Post 107, 10726

142nd St., Live Oak. This
is approximately 5.5 miles
south of town and 1.5 east
of Hwy. 129. Membership
is open to boys ages 6-10.
Join us for camping,
archery, BB shooting, and
many other fun activities.
Parents encouraged to par-
ticipate.
The Arc North Florida

Recycle with us
We recycle: Name brand

ink cartridges and laser car-
tridges, working cell
phones w/electric cord,
digital cameras - GPS -
MP3, laptops.

For more info on how
you can help The Arc recy-
cle products please call
386-362-7143 Ext. 5.

supporting adults with
intellectual & developmen-
tal disabilities in Suwan-
nee, Hamilton, Lafayette,
Columbia & Baker Coun-
ties.

The Wellborn United
Methodist Church 

Located at 12005 CR 137
in downtown Wellborn.
From Live Oak and points
west, travel east on U.S. 90
to the blinker light at CR
137. Turn left and go about
a mile, crossing the railroad
tracks. The church is locat-
ed about a quarter mile
north of the tracks on the
left (look for signs). From
Lake City and points east,
travel west on U.S. 90 to
the blinker light at CR 137
and turn right. 
The Suwannee Chapter

of the 
Florida Trail Association
Monthly meetings on the

second Monday of the
month, September through
June, at the Suwannee Riv-
er Water Management Dis-
trict Office, 9225 CR 49,
Live Oak, from 7 to 9 p.m.
(The office is located on the
corner of US 90 and CR 49,

Suwannee Legals
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 3RD

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO. 61-2009-CA-000324

INDYMAC VENTURE, LLC
      Plaintiff,

vs.

FREDRICK J. PETERSON A/K/A FRED-
ERICK J. PETERSON; MARCIA P.
LACY; UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFI-
CIARIES, DEVISEES, ASSIGNEES, LI-
ENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND
ALL OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN IN-
TEREST IN THE ESTATE OF BEN-
JAMIN H LACY, JR., DECEASED; UN-
KNOWN PERSON(S) IN POSSESSION
OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY;
      Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
a Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated
February 21, 2013, and entered in Case
No. 61-2009-CA-000324, of the Circuit
Court of the 3rd Judicial Circuit in and for
SUWANNEE County, Florida. INDYMAC
VENTURE, LLC is Plaintiff and FRE-
DRICK J. PETERSON A/K/A FREDER-
ICK J. PETERSON; MARCIA P. LACY;
UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES,
DEVISEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS,
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL
OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN IN-
TEREST IN THE ESTATE OF BEN-
JAMIN H LACY, JR., DECEASED; are
defendants. I will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash at THE FRONT
STEPS OF THE COURTHOUSE, AT 200
SOUTH OHIO AVENUE, LIVE OAK IN
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 32064,
AT 11:00 A.M., on the 4th day of April,
2013, the following described property as
set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOTS 25 AND 26, BLOCK 3, SPRING
WALK, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGES
405 THROUGH 406, AS RECORDED IN
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF SUWAN-
NEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

A person claiming an interest in the sur-
plus from the sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date of the lis
pendens must file a claim within 60 days
after the sale.

Dated this 21st day of February, 2013.

(Court Seal)   Barry A. Baker
As Clerk of said Court

By: /s/ Jillian Buchanan
As Deputy Clerk

This notice is provided pursuant to Ad-
ministrative Order No. 2.065.
In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, if you are a person with a
disability who needs any accommodation
in order to participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to pro-
visions of certain assistance. Please con-
tact the Court Administrator at 200 South
Ohio Avenue, Live Oak, FL 32064, Phone
No. (386) 362-0537 within 2 working days
of your receipt of this notice or pleading; if
you are hearing impaired, call 1-800-955
8771 (TDD); if you are voice impaired,
call 1-800-955-8770 (V) (Via Florida Re-
lay Services).
03/13, 20

LEGAL NOTICE

The Suwannee River Economic Council,
Inc. Board of Directors will hold a meet-
ing of the Board of Directors on Monday,
March 25, 2013, 7:00 P.M. at the Suwan-
nee River Economic Council, Inc., Senior
Center located at 1171 Nobles Ferry Rd
NW in Live Oak, Florida.
03/13

RE-ADVERTISEMENT
BID SOLICITATION

BID NO. 2013-05

The Suwannee County Board of County
Commissioners, Suwannee County, Flor-
ida will receive sealed bids at the Clerk of
Court Cashier Window at the Courthouse
to the attention of Clerk to the Board, 200
South Ohio Avenue, Live Oak, FL 32064
until Thursday, March 28, 2013 at 4:00
P.M. Bids will be publicly opened and
read aloud at the Judicial Annex Building,
218 Parshley Street SW, Live Oak, Flor-
ida 32064 on TUESDAY, April 2, 2013
AT 10:00 A.M., for the following:

COMMERCIAL DISHWASHER
SUWANNEE COUNTY JAIL
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The Board of County Commissioners may
accept all or part of any bid. Any bid re-
ceived after Thursday March 28, 2013 at
4:00 P.M., will be retained at the Clerk of
Court Office unopened and will not be
considered. The Board of County Com-
missioners reserves the right to reject any
and all bids, waive formalities and read-
vertise and award the bid in the best in-
terest of Suwannee County.

The Board of County Commissioners
does not discriminate because of race,
creed, color, national origin or handicap
status.

The Board of County Commissioners re-
quires a Sworn Statement under section
287.133(3)(a), F.S., on Public Entity
Crimes.

The following condition will be a part of
the contract as required by Suwannee
County:
Contractor shall utilize the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s E-Verify
system, in accordance with the terms
governing use of the system, to confirm
the employment eligibility of;
1 .  a l l  pe rsons  employed  by  the
Vendor/Contractor during the term of the
Contract to perform employment duties
within Florida; and
2. all persons, including subcontractors,
assigned by the Vendor/Contractor to per-
form work pursuant to the contract with
Suwannee County.

Anyone wishing to obtain bid documents
may contact the Administrative Services
Department, at (386) 364-3410. Any
questions concerning the bid specifica-
tions should be directed to Mark Durham
at (386) 590-0950.

All bids must be submitted with one (1)
original and three (3) copies and labeled
on the outside of the envelope as
“SEALED BID NO. 2012-13 FOR COM-
MERCIAL DISHWASHER FOR SUWAN-
NEE COUNTY JAIL.”

Wesley Wainwright, CHAIRMAN
SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS
03/13

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR

SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

FILE # 12-61-CP

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF

VICKY LYNN MORRIS,
      Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of VICKY
LYNN MORRIS, deceased, File Number
12-61-CP, is pending in the Circuit Court
for Suwannee County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is 200
South Ohio Ave., Live Oak, FL 32064.
The names and addresses of the person-
al representative and the personal repres-
entative's attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands
against decedent's estate, including un-
matured, contingent or unliquidated
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is
served must file their claims with this
cour t  WITHIN THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NO-
TICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or demands
against decedent's estate, including un-
matured, contingent or unliquidated
claims, must file their claims with this
court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.

The date of first publication of this Notice
is March 6, 2013.

Attorney for Personal Representative:
HEATHER H. McINNIS
Florida Bar No. 0039040
P.O. Box 550, Lake City, FL 32056-0550
Telephone: 386.752.8420

Personal Representative:
CHERYL GEROW
2232 Birch Drive
Little Elm, TX 75068
03/06, 13

Suwannee Legals
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

DIVISION: CIRCUIT CIVIL

CASE NO.: 61-2012-CA-000266

FIRST FEDERAL BANK OF FLORIDA, a
FEDERALLY CHARTERED SAVINGS
BANK,
      Plaintiff,

MICHELLE BATISTA; LUIS T.
BATISTA; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
MICHELLE BATISTA; UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF LUIS T. BATISTA; UN-
KNOWN TENANT 1 IN POSSESSION
and UNKNOWN TENANT 2 IN POSSES-
SION,
      Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: MICHELLE BATISTA
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF MICHELLE
BATISTA
Last Known Address: 9992 108th
TRAIL, LIVE OAK, FL 32060

You are notified that an action to fore-
close a mortgage on the following prop-
erty in Suwannee County:

For a Point of Beginning commence at
the Southwest Corner of the Northw-
est 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4; thence run
North 89 degrees, 57 minutes, 50
seconds West, a distance of 24.99 feet
to the East Right-of-Way line County
Road No 49; thence run North 00 de-
grees, 38 minutes, 00 seconds East
along said East Right-of-Way line a
distance of 245.00 feet; thence run
South 89 degrees, 57 minutes, 50
seconds East along the South Right-of
-Way line of Pine Oak Drive (a 60 foot
Right-of-Way) a distance of 300.80
feet; thence run South 00 degrees, 38
minutes, 00 seconds West, a distance
of 245.00 feet; thence run North 89 de-
grees, 57 minutes, 50 seconds West, a
distance of 275.81 feet to the Point of
Beginning. Being those same lands
described in Official Records Book
209, Page 263, of the Public Records of
Suwannee County, Florida.

The action was instituted in the Circuit
Court, Third Judicial Circuit in and for
Suwannee, Florida; Case No. 61-2012
CA-000266; and is styled FIRST FEDER-
AL BANK OF FLORIDA, a FEDERALLY
CHARTERED SAVINGS BANK vs.
MICHELLE BATISTA; LUIS T. BATISTA;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF MICHELLE
BATISTA; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF LU-
IS T. BATISTA;  UNKNOWN TENANT 1
IN POSSESSION and UNKNOWN TEN-
ANT 2 IN POSSESSION. You are re-
quired to serve a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to the action on Michael J.
Barker, Plaintiff's attorney, whose ad-
dress is One Independent Drive, Suite
1650, Jacksonville, FL 32202, on or be-
fore 30 days from the first date of publica-
tion and file the original with the clerk of
this court either before service on April
5th, 2013
or immediately after service; otherwise, a
default will be entered against you for the
relief demanded in the complaint or peti-
tion.

The Court has authority in this suit to
enter a judgment or decree in the
Plaintiff's interest which will be binding
upon you.

DATED: February 22, 2013.

(Court Seal)  BARRY A. BAKER
As Clerk of the Court

By: /s/ Julian Buchanan
Deputy Clerk

03/06, 13

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The District Board of Trustees of North
Florida Community College will hold its
regular monthly meeting Tuesday, March
19, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the NFCC Board
Room, NFCC, 325 NW Turner Davis Dr.,
Madison, FL. A copy of the agenda may
be obtained by writing: NFCC, Office of
the President, 325 NW Turner Davis Dr.,
Madison, FL 32340. For disability-related
accommodations, contact the NFCC Of-
fice of College Advancement, 850-973
1653. NFCC is an equal access/equal op-
portunity employer.
03/13
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 conditioners and pool filters for individuals enjoying the  added sunlight hours instead of retiring early to bed.
 There have been points throughout history when DST did  help conserve energy. This occurred mainly during the  World Wars, when conservation of energy helped divert  money and fuel sources toward the war effort.
 While it may not help save energy, a 2007 study by RAND  determined that DST does help reduce vehicular crashes,  perhaps due to better visibility when on the road in the  spring and summer.
 DST is now done largely out of habit. In the United States,  from 1986 to 2006, DST began on the first Sunday in April  and continued through the last Sunday in October.  However, starting in 2007, it is now observed from the  second Sunday in March to the first Sunday in November,  adding about a month of extra sunlight in the evening.
 DST is not required in the U.S., but if states do participate,  they must do so according to the federal schedule. Arizona,  Hawaii, areas of Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands are  among the U.S. areas that do not  participate in DST, choosing instead  to operate on standard time all year  long.

 In 2013, DST will occur on March 10  at 2 a.m. Individuals will be  “springing ahead,” moving the clock  an hour forward and losing an hour  of sleep. As people hit the snooze  alarm another time, they can thank  Benjamin Franklin for that lost hour  of sleep.

 To place an ad on this page, please call Brenda at 386-362-1734 Ext. 109
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 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 78
39
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 Shedding Light on Daylight Savings Time
 Each spring, regions around the world adjust the  clocks to move one hour ahead. This contributes to  more sunlight during the evening hours and,  theoretically, helps conserve energy.
 Daylight savings time (DST) was the brainchild of  Benjamin Franklin, who felt it would help increase  productivity in the early evening by increasing the  hours of sunlight during the warmer months. Franklin  also felt DST would be a good way to save on  candles, among other energy used to artificially light  areas once the sun had set.
 Some people have mistakenly thought that DST was  created to benefit the farmer. But no studies have  proven that more sunlight in the evening positively  affects a farmer’s schedule or the growing cycle of  crops.
 DST also doesn’t have too great an impact on energy  conservation. Many studies have shown little to no  energy savings from having more sunlight in the  evening. That is because even if the lights are turned  off, other things are turned on, such as air 

Calendar of Events
2 miles east of Live
Oak.)The Suwannee Chap-
ter of the Florida Trail As-
sociation develops, main-
tains, protects and pro-
motes many miles of the
Florida National Scenic
Trail, including the Econfi-
na, Ellaville and Big Oak
Trails. Founded in 1993,
the chapter serves Dixie,
Columbia, Hamilton,
Lafayette, Madison, Taylor
and Suwannee Counties.
Monthly meetings provide
information on a wide vari-
ety of topics pertaining to
nature, ecology, wildlife of
the area, photography, etc.
The public is cordially in-
vited to join us for our
monthly meetings as well
as hiking/paddling activi-
ties throughout the
year.Contact Chapter
Chair, Sylvia Dunnam,
386-362-3256 or by e-mail
at: dunnams@wind-
stream.net, for more infor-
mation on the association
or the monthly program.
You may also visit the web
site at:
www.suwannee.florida-
trail.org or
www.meetup.com/Suwan-
nee-FTA for a calendar of
activities.
Suwannee County Bass-

masters
Do you enjoy bass fish-

ing?
Are you the competitive

type?
Do you enjoy associating

with other fisherman?

Meetings are held at 7
p.m. on the first Thurs. of
each month at Huddle
House in Live Oak, US 129
and Interstate 10.

The club fishes on the
Sat. following the Thurs.
meeting at various N. Fla.
locations.

Come to our next meet-
ing or call for details Mike
Johnson 386-688-4780 or
Robert Dees 386-688-
0978.
Antioch Baptist Church
“Stars Widow Group”
Every 4th Thurs. of each

month at 10:30 a.m. 5203
CR 795 Live Oak, Fla.
32060

386-362-3101
Recovery By The Num-

bers group of 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Meets Wed and Friday at

7:30 p.m. at St. Luke's
Episcopal Church, 1391
11th St. S.W. Live Oak
386-249-3505 or Help Line
# 866-352-5323, http://un-
coastna.org Recovery by
the numbers is not affiliat-
ed with St. Lukes

Travel baseball team
North Florida River Rats

10u and 11u Travel base-
ball

team is looking for play-
ers. If interested, please
contact 

Jamie Allbritton @ 386-
209-0166
Aluminum can recycle to

help save the cats
Save the Cats of Live

Oak. 
Please help us help them.

Save your aluminum for re-

cycling. Recycle trailer lo-
cated in vacant lot next to
Dairy Queen. Donations of
kitty food, wet food, litter
and money to help with ex-
penses can be taken to
Thrift Store, 303 East
Howard Street, next to
Suwannee Democrat. We
need your help to help
them. Spay, neuter, medica-
tions, food, litter and mon-
ey contributions. We are a
non-profit group 501C3 be-
ing applied for.  For more
information, call Barney at
386-364-1006.

Suwannee Democratic
Executive Committee
meeting

Suwannee DEC will
meet on the second Thurs-
day of every month at 7
p.m. at Live Oak City

Hall, 101 White Ave.,
Live Oak, FL 32064.
Save the Cats Live Oak

Volunteers needed!
T.N.R. campaign to save

Live Oaks ferrel cats has
been started. Ferrel and
stray cats will be trapped,
neutered and returned to
where they were trapped.
All kittens & friendly cats
will be adopted out.

Donations needed: Cat
food, wet & dry, money for
neutering, traps, carriers,
cages, food & water con-
tainers etc. Anyone inter-
ested in helping in any way
please contact Barney at
386-364-1006 or Ray Cobb
386-688-0036.

Donations needed for
Save the Cats of Live

Oak

Food barrels for dona-
tions of wet & dry food as
well as litter are located at
Tractor Supply (Lake City
and Live Oak) Winn-Dixie,
Dollar General Stores,
Freds, Downtown Cafe &
Big Wheel Market Place.
Other items needed include
$ for spay & neuter, blan-
kets, totes, towels, building
supplies, services of a car-
penter. Please call for addi-
tional info 386-364-1006.
Non-profit 501C3 being
applied for.

Save the cats Live Oak
Special kittens adoption

have several beautiful, cud-
dley kittens, male & fe-
males all have been spay &
neutered, checked for FIV,
lukemia and rabies shots.
Special donation rate $30.
To have these things done
at a vet clinic would cost
over $100. We are a 501-
C3 non-profit reserve. Also
need donations of kitten
food, dry food and tidy cats
litter. Bring donations to
Big Wheel Market Place,
317 W. Howard St or
Downtown Cafe, Tractor
Supply or Freds. Call for
additional information Bar-
ney 386-364-1006.

TOPS Fl #0662
We would like to invite

everyone that has a little or
a lot of weight to lose, to
come visit us. TOPS is a
weight loss support group.
We strive to help each oth-
er through out our meet-
ings. We have different
programs such as stress
eating, the buffet, portion

control, exercise, medica-
tions that can cause weight
gain, and more. Take Off
Pounds Sensibly is an orga-
nization that supports you
while striving to meet your
goal wight, as well as after
meeting your goal, and you
are working to maintaining
our goal. TOPS 0662 meets
on Thursday mornings at
the First Advent Christian
Church, 699 Pinewood Dr.,
Live Oak, Fla. We start our
weight in at 8 - 8:50 a.m.
The meeting starts at 9 -10
a.m. your first visit is free,
so come and let us support
you in your challenge to
Take Off Pounds Sensibly.
For more information con-
tact Elaine at 386-364-
5537.

Volunteer advocates
needed 

Florida’s Long-Term
Care Ombudsman Program
needs volunteers to join its
corps of dedicated advo-
cates who protect the rights
of elders who live in nurs-
ing homes, assisted living
facilities and adult family
care homes.  The program’s
local councils are seeking
additional volunteers to
identify, investigate and re-
solve residents’ concerns.
Special training and certifi-
cation is provided. 

All interested individuals
who care about protecting
the health, safety, welfare
and rights of long-term
care facility residents --
who often have no one else
to advocate for them -- are
encouraged to call toll-free

1-888-831-0404 or visit the
program’s website at
http://ombudsman.myflori-
da.com.

Bryan Morgan
Recruitment Manager
Department of Elder Af-

fairs
Long-Term Care Om-

budsman Program
988 Woodcock Rd, Suite

198
Orlando, FL 32803
850-510-3920 (cellular)
407-228-7752 (office)
407-228-7754 (fax)
morganb@elderaffairs.or

g
Navy and Marine Corps
Shipmates who served

on the USS Columbus CA-
74/CG-12 from 1944
through 1976 and the USS
Columbus (SSN-762) past
and present, if you would
like to share memories and
camaraderie with old
friends and make new ones,
please contact Allen R.
Hope, President, 3828
Hobson Road, Fort Wayne,
IN 46815-4505. 

Home: (260) 486-2221 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Eastern

time. 
Fax: 260-492-9771
email: Hope4391@fron-

tier.com
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meetings are held on

Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day at 8 p.m. The meetings
are at Nobles Ferry Road
next to Meridian Behav-
ioral Health Center. For
more information, please
call 386-362-4221 or 386-
688-3133.
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