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PAHOKEE — Point Counterpoint II, the world-famous 
fl oating concert hall designed by the late master architect Lou-
is Kahn and constructed for the United States’ Bicentennial in 
1976, moored at the city marina last week, and plans are being 
shaped for it to stay there permanently.

Formerly homeported in Talinn, Estonia, and having trav-
eled more than a half-million miles around the world over 
the past four decades, the 195-foot-long, double-hulled vessel 
housing an acoustically engineered concert hall arrived late 
Tuesday night, Aug. 14, from Ottawa, Ill., at its new home in 
Lake Okeechobee’s quiet waters on Palm Beach County’s so-
called “other coast.”

The lakefront soon will have a claim to fame incorporating 
art, education, history, music, theater and live band, orchestral 
and theatrical performances that, it’s hoped, will rival the At-
lantic coastal beaches’ allure and give Big Lake regional tour-
ism a high-pitched electric jolt.

The Point Counterpoint II (PCII for short) soon will be open 

Concert boat moors at Pahokee Marina

Special to the Okeechobee News/Courtesy of AWSO
A performance aboard the Point Counterpoint II entertains a crowd in 
Dordrecht, Netherlands, in 1989. In Pahokee, the fl oating concert hall 
(shown with its top open) is undergoing renovations and soon will be 
the setting for sunset concerts on Lake Okeechobee.

Special to The Sun
PAHOKEE — Last week 

marked the two-year an-
niversary of the death of a 
Pahokee resident Lea’Auto 
Rolle, and the Palm Beach 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(PBSO) still is seeking in-
formation.

At 12:58 a.m. on Aug. 14, 
2016, the PBSO responded 
to the New Zion Holiness 
Church in Pahokee, where 
they found Lea’Auti Rolle 

PBSO seeks
information 
about 2016
homicide

Lea’Auto 
Rolle

Special to The Sun/PBSC
Jessica DiTaranto welds the hand of the 
AVID sculpture.

By Joyce Edelstein
Palm Beach State College

Welding students at Palm Beach State Col-
lege’s Belle Glade campus will fi nd their names 
on a plaque as the creators of a sculpture set for 
installation at Glades Central High School this 
fall. The nearly 11-foot, 1,000-pound sculpture 
will be the centerpiece of a garden at the school, 
and while it awaits the installation date, the fi n-
ished sculpture is on display at the Belle Glade 
campus for PBSC students to enjoy.

Smaller metal sculptures created by PBSC 
welding instructors are part of the landscape of 
the campus. When Glades Central High School 
instructor Dorn Gordon brought a group of her 
students to the campus for a tour last October, 
she admired one created by welding instructor 

See BOAT — Page 4

See PBSO — Page 4

See WELDING — Page 4
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I am Mercedes Perdomo Reese 
and I’m a candidate for Hendry 
County School Board District 4.

“Vote for change and 
new representation” 
“A positive voice to  
represent you on  
the school board”
Vote for that change at the  

Primary Election on August 28th
Paid Pol. Ad. Paid for and approved by  

Mercedes Perdomo Reese for  
Hendry County School Board District 4

By Katrina Elsken
INI Florida

STUART — Congressman 
Brian Mast’s proposal to low-
er Lake Okeechobee to 8 feet 
by the end of the dry season to 
prevent wet season releases to 
the coastal estuaries was the 
topic of discussion at a U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers Jack-
sonville District briefing on 
Aug. 17 in Stuart City Hall.

Ernie Marks, South Flori-
da Water Management District executive di-
rector, said trying to lower the lake to 8 feet 
would be dangerous for South Florida.

“What are the consequences of lowering 
the lake below 9 feet by the end of the dry 
season? We can’t get there with the infra-
structure we have in place today. So what do 
we have to do? We have to send more water 
west and more water east,” he explained.

“We’ve got to send significant amounts 
during times you normally don’t receive it, 
and more frequently,” he said.

The infrastructure needed to send more 
water south is planned but not yet funded. 
“We need the additional infrastructure. We 
need the additional projects so we have the 
ability to do that,” he said. Such a move would 
impact the water supply not only south of the 
lake, but also for the lower east coast, he said.

There is a high level of risk to forcing the 
lake down to 9 ft., he warned. “There is no 
guarantee when the rain will fall,” he said.

What happens if the lake is at 8 ft. in May 
and the rains don’t come when expected? 
Such a drought would cause the lake to 
fall to 7 ft. or lower, which would mean SF- 
WMD could not send any lake water to any 
of the users. There would be no water avail-
ability for all users, including the environ-
ment, he said.

Such a drought would mean long-term 

impacts to fish and wildlife, he 
said. The SFWMD would not 
be able to deliver water to the 
Seminole Tribal lands. The water 
shortage would hurt residents 
and businesses from Palm Beach 
County to the Florida Keys, he 
said. There would be no water to 
fight fires. With no backup water 
supply from the lake, the Ever-
glades would be at high risk of 
muck fires, which would destroy 
wildlife habit, he said.

With no flow from the lake, the Caloosa-
hatchee River would no longer be navigable, 
Mr. Marks said. 

In May 2007, during the drought that took 
the lake below 9 ft., “we had emergency or-
ders to move water 20 miles from an existing 
reservoir to West Palm Beach. Their normal 
source of water is rainfall and the backup of 
Lake Okeechobee.

“Basically underground, you have a 
freshwater lens and a saltwater lens,” he 
explained. “The saltwater lens was at risk to 
move. (In hydrology, a lens is a convex lay-
er of fresh groundwater that floats on top of 
denser saltwater.) Once that saltwater lens 
moves too far to the west, you lose your well-
fields,” he said. 

Mr. Marks said the solution to reducing 
lake releases to the coastal estuaries lies in 
the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 
Project (CERP) plans, which were approved 
but are awaiting federal funding. 

Congressman Mast continued to argue 
to lower the level of the lake during the dry 
season.

“There are consequences with low water 
levels,” he said. “But there are consequences 
with high water levels,” he said.

He said the Army Corps’ top priority is the 
integrity of the Herbert Hoover Dike. “Every 
inch of water off Lake Okeechobee means 
less risk,” he said.

Mast argues for lower 
Lake Okeechobee level

A continuing series

About Lake OkeechobeeAbout Lake Okeechobee
TRUTH

Search
for the
Search
for the

Special to INI Florida
Florida’s statewide alligator harvest, na-

tionally and internationally recognized as a 
model program for the sustainable use of a 
renewable natural resource, began Aug. 15. 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) issued more than 7,500 
permits, including an additional 1,313 coun-
ty-wide permits, as a method to help man-
age the alligator population.

Alligators are a conservation success 
story in Florida. They were included on the 
original federal endangered species list in 
1967. Conservation efforts allowed the pop-
ulation to rebound, and they were removed 
from the list in 1987. Today, the state’s alliga-
tor population is estimated at 1.3 million alli-
gators and has been stable for many years. 

For over 30 years, the Statewide Alligator 
Harvest Program has been providing sus-
tainable hunting opportunities throughout 
the state. The FWC establishes management 
units with appropriate harvest quotas based 
on research and proven science to ensure 

the long-term well-being of the alligator re-
source.

Recreational alligator hunting is just one 
part of the FWC’s overall approach to man-
aging the species. The FWC’s Statewide Nui-
sance Alligator Program (SNAP) is another. 
People who believe a specific alligator poses 
a threat to people, pets or property should 
call FWC’s toll-free Nuisance Alligator Ho-
tline at 866-FWC-GATOR (866-392-4286). 
When someone concerned about an alliga-
tor calls the Nuisance Alligator Hotline, we 
will dispatch an FWC-contracted nuisance 
alligator trapper to resolve the situation.

In addition, as part of a comprehensive ef-
fort to achieve alligator management goals, 
the FWC has issued an additional 21 Target-
ed Harvest Area permits that encompass 79 
new areas. THA permits allow a managing 
authority to work directly with a designated 
FWC-contracted nuisance alligator trapper, 
making the process for removing nuisance 
alligators more proactive and streamlined.

Alligator harvest began Aug. 15
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Member of 

Board of County 
Commissioners 
Briefs

At the Aug. 14 Palm Beach County Board 
of Commissioners meeting, the board took 
the following action:

• Palm Tran – approved the Title VI Ser-
vice equity analyses required by the Federal 
Transit Administration indicating that ma-
jor service changes to the Palm Tran net-
work have no disparate impact to minority 
or low-income populations and approved 
the recommended major service changes 
proposed by the Route Performance Maxi-
mization initiative, effective Sept. 30. Using 
existing resources, Palm Tran’s new fixed-
route bus network will provide more con-
venient and faster service to key employ-
ment, educational and economic centers 
throughout the county.

• Schools – approved placing a referen-
dum on the Nov. 6 ballot authorizing the 
School Board of Palm Beach County to levy 
1 mill of ad valorem tax for operational pur-
poses of non-charter district schools for a 
four-year period beginning July 1, 2019.

• Tax Collector – adopted a resolution 
instructing the Tax Collector’s Office not to 
mail notices to any taxpayer for any parcel 
when the amount owed is less than $15. 
The previous minimum tax bill notification 
was $5.

• Project Mercury – conceptually ap-
proved a cash incentive of $45,000 over 
six years for Project Mercury. The provid-
er of emergency response systems is con-
templating expanding its facility in Palm 
Beach County or moving to Alabama. The 
project will invest $3.6 million to improve 
and equip an existing facility and create 
150 new jobs over a three-year period at an 
annualized average wage of $53,298 and 
retain 198 existing jobs. The estimated five-
year local economic impact is $295 million.

Water utilities receives Aaa 
bond rating for 16th straight year
Special to The Sun

For the 16th straight year, the Palm Beach 
County Water Utilities Department (PBC- 
WUD) has received an Aaa bond rating as 
announced by Moody’s Investors Services 
on Tuesday, July 31.

The Moody’s report noted that the Aaa 
rating for PBCWUD was “significantly 
above the median rating of Aa3 for U.S. wa-
ter and wastewater systems” and noted that 
the position “reflects robust liquidity and an 
exceptionally low debt profile.”

PBCWUD, which provides water and 
wastewater services to approximate-
ly 591,000 residents across nearly 1,300 
square miles of Palm Beach County, was 
also noted for its system profile, which “is 
very strong” and, in regard to operating and 

maintenance expenses, “favorably bigger 
than the U.S. median.”

Additionally, PBCWUD’s “financial po-
sition … is extremely strong” as both “the 
coverage of the annual debt service by net 
revenues … and the days of cash on hand 
… are excellent and greatly exceed the 
U.S. median.” The report also noted that 
PBCWUD’s “debt to operating revenues 
… is very strong and well below other 
Moody’s-rated water and wastewater sys-
tems nationwide.”

To find the most up-to-date information 
concerning the Palm Beach County Water 
Utilities Department water distribution and 
wastewater collection systems, follow the 
department on Facebook and Twitter @PB-
CWUD.

Sexual predator notification
Special to The Sun

The Palm Beach 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
(PBSO) is disclosing this 
information to the public 
in order to enhance pub-
lic safety, awareness and 
protection. This infor-
mation is not intended 
to increase fear; rather, 
it is this agency’s belief 
that an informed public is a safer public.

This bulletin should be used only for 
information purposes. Citizen abuse of the 
information to threaten, intimidate or ha-
rass offenders will not be tolerated in any 
manner.

The individual who appears in this bul-
letin has served the sentence imposed on 

him by the courts. He is NOT wanted by the 
police at this time.

The Palm Beach County Sheriff ’s Office 
is advising the public about a declared sex-
ual predator, Jean Raymond Cime aka Ray-
mond Cime Jean, 28, who is now residing at 
410 Pelican Lake Drive, Apt. B, in Pahokee.

In 2010, Cime was convicted of sexual 
battery by a juvenile to a victim under the 
age of 12 and providing obscene material to 
a minor. The offense took place inn Palm 
Beach County

Florida House Bill 3737 requires the Palm 
Beach County Sheriff ’s Office to notify all 
licensed daycare centers located within a 
1-mile radius of the above addresses.

If you have any questions or concerns, 
contact the Special Investigations Division at 
561-688-3000.

Jean 
Cime

Sun Spots
Fair Housing clinic 

The Glades Initiative, 141 SE Ave. C in 
Belle Glade, and the Legal Aid Society of 
Palm Beach County will present a work-
shop on Fair Housing and Legal Aid’s Low 
Income Taxpayer Clinic on Monday, Aug. 
20, at 10 a.m. and Aug. 23, at 10:30 a.m. 
For information, call 561-996-3310, or email 
jzaragoza@gladesinitiative.org to RSVP.

WCSC offers oral exams
The West County Senior Center, 2916 

State Road 15 in Belle Glade, will offer a free 
oral health examination and oral cancer 
screening services on Aug. 23 at 10 a.m. to 
seniors 60 and older. For information, call 
Willie Miller at 561-996-4808 or Melinda Es-
time at 561-996-4809.

Early voting ends Aug. 26
Aug. 26 is the last day for early voting 

in Palm Beach County. The Belle Glade Li-
brary, 725 N.W. Fourth St., is the early voting 
station in the Glades and will be open from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. For information, visit the 

Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections 
office website at: www.pbcelections.org.

Grants deadline approaching
Achieve Palm Beach County is accepting 

applications from mentoring organizations 
for young men and boys of color, primari-
ly. The deadline for completed applications 
is Monday, Aug. 27, at 5 p.m. For informa-
tion or to register, email Gary Graham at 
garygraham@unitedwaypbc.org.

Philanthropy Tank deadline
Philanthropy Tank is now accept-

ing applications for the next round teen 
#CHANGEmakers in Palm Beach County. 
Eighth- through 12th-grade students in Palm 
Beach County can begin applying to get 
their philanthropic-driven projects funded! 
Applications opened Aug. 1 and close Nov. 
4. For information, email athompson@
philanthropytank.org.

Judgement workshop
Residents are invited to attend an up-

coming workshop “How to Collect a Judg-
ment” presented by the office of Sharon R. 
Bock, Palm Beach County clerk & comp-
troller, at the West County Courthouse, 
Conference Room C-121, 2950 State Road 
15 in Belle Glade, on Thursday, Sept. 6, from 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. For information visit www.
mypalmbeachclerk.com/workshops.

Bereavement group to meet
A grief support program will be offered 

to all employees of Lakeside Medical Cen-
ter, 39200 Hooker Highway in Belle Glade, 
on Thursday, Sept. 6. Everyone is welcome 
to attend. For information, call Trustbridge 
at 844-422-3648.

G.I.R.L. Talk
P.r.a.H.I.S invites young ladies to attend 

G.I.R.L. Talk on Saturday mornings from 10 
to 11:30 a.m. at the Lakeshore Park in Belle 
Glade under the banyan tree between 11th 
and 12th streets. Girls will have meaningful 
discussions, guided from a biblical perspec-
tive, on life matters.
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NOTICE OF MEETING
2018 HENDRY COUNTY 
VALUE ADJUSTMENT 

BOARD

PLEASE BE ADVISED that pursuant 
to Chapter 194, Florida Statutes, the HEN-
DRY COUNTY VALUE ADJUSTMENT 
BOARD (VAB) will convene its Organizational 
Meeting on, Wednesday, September 5, 2018 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Commission Chambers 
at the Hendry County Courthouse, 25 East 
Hickpochee Avenue, LaBelle, Florida, for the 
purpose of considering matters pursuant to the 
requirements of Florida Statutes, Chapter 194 
and other items as may be appropriate or time-
ly.  Petitions, complaints and appeals filed with 
the VAB will be referred to hearings conducted 
by Special Magistrates at the Hendry County 
Courthouse; or at other designated locations as 
needed.  

This meeting is open to the public, and 
interested citizens are invited to attend.  The 
Board will not be considering Special Magis-
trate recommendations at this meeting.

Anyone who appeals a decision made by 
the VAB will need a record of the proceedings 
and for such purpose may need to ensure that a 
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, in-
cluding the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is based.

The VAB may discuss other related is-
sues in addition to the above matters at the sug-
gestion or request of the Chairman or members 
prior to or during the meeting.

Barbara S. Butler, Clerk, 
Hendry County
Value Adjustment Board  

to the public and hosting concerts or live the-
ater on performance nights, when it will move 
into open waters and anchor just offshore 
from the newly renovated Pahokee lakefront 
park facilities and the Herbert Hoover Dike. 
The grassy dike and linear park will serve as 
the amphitheater, letting spectators enjoy live 
music from orchestras and other performers 
on the ship’s bandshell-like stage.

The grand, silver 38-foot-wide vessel, which 
also has an art gallery, small theater and crew 
accommodations on board, is owned by Rob-
ert Boudreau of Mars, Pa., who in 1957 found-
ed the American Wind Symphony Orchestra 
(AWSO) that has performed for decades on 
board the ship.

Now in his 90s, Mr. Boudreau long has en-
couraged music education through his work, 
having commissioned over 400 new classical 
compositions and consistently populated the 
orchestra with young professional musicians, 
numbering more than 1,500 since 1976. “This 
is my 61st year as the founder of the orchestra, 
and ... the floating arts center was built in Nor-
folk, Virginia, by Tidewater Corporation for a 
tour of 76 cities during the Bicentennial,” he 
said.

His intent in bringing the boat to the small 
City of Pahokee, isolated as it is from the tour-
ist-rich beaches and barrier islands lining the 

megalopolises of Southeast Florida, is to bring 
a much-needed boost to the Glades region’s 
cultural, economic, educational and tourism 
prospects. Mr. Boudreau hopes to open a new 
pathway for artistically and musically inclined 
young people to the nation’s best institutions 
of higher learning.

He is working closely with Pahokee Cham-
ber of Commerce Executive Director Regina 
Bohlen, who is relieved that the PCII is finally 
here and excited by the possibilities it poses.

“My involvement in it is that, over the sum-
mer while I was off, I worked on trying to get 
it here,” she said. “We’ve been working on it 
since like October, trying to get it down here, 
and finally it was on its way. This is a world-fa-
mous barge … so we’re really hoping that the 
tourism for that will have a very positive effect 
for Pahokee.”

Mr. Boudreau and his wife, Kathleen, came 
to Pahokee this week to meet with local of-
ficials, investors and educators about future 
plans for the Point Counterpoint II. Ms. Bohlen  
already has started a Gofundme page for the 
PCII and its resident orchestra but, she added, 
could not say what eventually might happen 
as to ownership of the vessel.

“The boat belongs to Mr. Boudreau and 
the American Wind Symphony Orchestra, so 
whatever they decide to do with it is what they 
will do. I think everything is up in the air at this 
point, exactly how all of that’s going to work,” 
Ms. Bohlen explained.

Robert Lambert, a partner in Everglades Re-

serves Holdings LLC — the investment group 
that is under contract to sublease Pahokee’s 
lakefront marina, campground and restaurant 
once the city’s state-financed renovations are 
complete — said, “Eventually, the city will buy 
it or we’ll buy it.”

The vessel was transported here from dry 
dock in Illinois over the past several weeks. 
Mr. Lambert, who owns Cruise America As-
sociates and is part owner of Okeechobee’s 
Landing Strip Cafe, said, “It was towed down 
the Mississippi River all the way to New Orle-
ans, and then a different tow company — and 
actually I did a little bit of the tow across the 
Okeechobee Waterway with them — towed it 
all the way.” He said it is the largest boat ever 
brought through the waterway, “and this is 
certainly the largest vessel by far to ever go into 
the Pahokee Marina.”

He and the ERH partners, including Mark 
Miller, who lives aboard a boat moored at the 
Pahokee Marina, have been working on plans 
to give the PCII a bit of sprucing up. “We’re do-
ing a little remodeling on it … She’s getting a 
nice paint job and some interior renovations.”

The ship’s future, though, is going to be 
shaped by whatever arrangements emerge 
among Mr. Boudreau and the AWSO, the City 
of Pahokee, the Pahokee Chamber of Com-
merce and, Mr. Lambert said, potentially Ev-
erglades Reserves Holdings (ERH) along with 
many other local residents, laborers, philan-
thropists, school authorities and schoolchil-
dren, too.

“We’re getting a lot of interest,” he ex-
plained, continuing: “One of the main aspects 
of this whole plan is to teach some of the local 
residents, the youth in Pahokee, Belle Glade 
(and this region) how to play some of these 
wind instruments. In the past, Mr. Boudreau ... 
has always wanted to do that, and help these 
kids get scholarships into college. He’s been 
very successful over the past years.”

Last year, the Point Counterpoint’s success 
was celebrated with a 60th anniversary tour by 
the orchestra, which is a woodwinds ensem-
ble using remarkably wide-ranging instrumen-
tation.

Ms. Bohlen, looking forward to collaborat-
ing on the boat’s future in Pahokee, said plans 
might be a little fuzzy right now, but “the main 
thing is that the boat is here, and everything 
else’ll get worked out.”

BOAT
Continued From Page 1

deceased as a result of gunshot wounds.
Anyone with information concerning this 

active investigation is asked to contact De-
tective J. Gelfand of the Palm Beach County 
Sheriff ’s Office Violent Crimes Division Ho-
micide at 800-458-TIPS (8477).

Anyone with information is urged to con-
tact Crime Stoppers at 800-458-TIPS or re-
main anonymous by downloading the new 
app “Connect & Protect”, “See Something 
Say Something” for any Apple or Android 
smartphone.

PBSO
Continued From Page 1

Anton Pastuszak, who is also a recognized 
metal artist. She instantly envisioned ac-
quiring such a sculpture for the garden she 
was planning for Glades Central. Mr. Pas-
tuszak wouldn’t consider charging for a 
sculpture. Instead, he saw the real value in 
having his students make one.

“I saw the opportunity for my welding 
students to do a good deed for the commu-
nity and develop some skills,” he said. “The 
skills that are used in making that sculp-
ture are the same skills that are used in the 
welding profession. It was just a good thing 
for us to do, and personally, the Glades re-
gion has given me so much, it was an hon-
or to give back.”

Sculpture is intended 
to highlight AVID

The garden is a schoolwide initiative 
driven by the students in Glade Central’s 
AVID program. AVID, which stands for Ad-
vancement Via Individual Determination, 
is a college readiness program adopted 
by more than 6,000 schools in 47 states. It 
complements the curriculum by teaching 
skills that students can use to succeed at 
any level of school, college, or in a career.

“One of the AVID initiatives is commu-
nity service,” said Ms. Gordon, an AVID 
elective instructor. “The students will plant 
flowers and vegetables to give to the elder-
ly or community organizations. Planting 
a garden takes time, it takes work, and I 
wanted my students to see that through 
hard work, people can benefit. The sculp-
ture will be the focal point in our garden.”

Ms. Gordon and Mr. Pastuszak bounced 
ideas back and forth, but it was the avail-
ability of an 8-foot steel beam that inspired 
Mr. Pastuszak to go big. “I felt we should 
do something that’s really going to make a 
statement and stand out.”

On and off over the ensuing months, 
the students in his evening welding class 
worked on the sculpture. If Mr. Pastuszak 
wanted his students to focus on a particular 
skill, then they headed out to the sculpture.

“A lot of skills that are used in the fabri-
cation industry don’t get developed if you 
are just welding coupons [test plates] all 
day long,” he said. “Not many students in 
welding programs, even nationwide, get to 
play around with giant steel beams.”

Student Jessica DiTaranto, who has 
worked in power plants from Florida to 
the Northeast, enjoyed seeing the sculpture 
come together from an I-beam to what it is 
now. “I’ve never really been too big into art, 
but now seeing the final project, it makes 
me want to build some for my own yard.”

Besides the welding and cutting, the 
math was the highlight of the project for 
Gabriel Gaedtke, an electrician and me-
chanic who joined the class to add to his 
skill set. “When I came into the program I 
did not know that you could take one solid 
beam and heat it up to temperatures where 
you could bend it, sculpt it and cut it out 
and actually make a human arm from the 
dimensions that you took off a classmate’s 
arm.” The sculpture project has inspired 
Mr. Gaedtke to do more artistic work with 
metal and large themes.

“Just like our school district AVID stu-
dents, our PBSC students are determined to 
advance and are focused on success,” said 
Dr. Maria Vallejo, vice president for growth 
and expansion and provost of the Belle 
Glade and Loxahatchee Groves campus-

es. “The partnership is an excellent way to 
have our PBSC students be role models of 
what is possible when you stay the course.”

Form emphasizes 
education’s power

Delighted with the work of Mr. Pas-
tuszak and his students, Ms. Gordon thinks 
the sculpture captures her vision perfectly 
and embodies the power of AVID.

“The arm shows the strength of AVID, 
and so students rise from the earth and are 
propelled into the world — symbolized 
by the globe with the AVID student inside. 
AVID teaches organization, self-discipline, 
college readiness and goal-setting, and so 
all of that is within that arm. With AVID 
supporting you, you can’t help but be suc-
cessful. The sky’s the limit.”

Gordon sees the sculpture collabora-
tion as the beginning of a long-lasting re-
lationship between the College and Glades 
Central. The project introduced her to the 
Welding program, which made her realize 
it’s a viable career for some of her students.

“We have a pipeline of students wanting 
to go into the Welding program,” she said. 
“Welding is big right now. There’s going to 
be a great need due to those retiring from 
the industry, and we want to fill that need.”

Meanwhile, one welding student credits 
the sculpture project for powering his moti-
vation to stick with the program.

“It was a great learning experience,” said 
Nate Stevens, a bartender and server reig-
niting a past interest in welding. “We start-
ed doing the sculpture when the program 
began, and basically, that’s what caused 
me to fall in love with welding and torching 
and everything that goes along with it. I’m 
grateful that we were able to do it.”

WELDING
Continued From Page 1
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Pamela Hedick Davis, 73
PALMDALE — Pamela Hedick Davis passed 

away on Aug. 14, 2018 
at Jupiter Medical Cen-
ter in Jupiter. 

Pam was born April 
27, 1945 in Clewiston 
to William and Flor-
ence (Adkins) Hedick. 
She married Thomas 
“Tom” E. Davis on Jan. 
9, 1965 in Moore Hav-
en.        

Pam was a loving wife, mother, grand-
mother, sister, aunt, and friend. She will be 
deeply missed by her entire family, and all 
those whose lives she touched.

Pam leaves behind her son, TJ Davis and his 
wife, Kimberly; grandchildren, Elisabeth and 
Madison; her companion, Wayne Holt; and 
many nieces, nephews, and extended family.

Pam was preceded in death by both of her 
parents; her husband, Tom Davis; her daugh-
ter, Carolyn Denise Davis; three siblings, Irene 
Waldron, Callie Gunn and William Hedick, Jr.

Celebration of Pam’s life was held at 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2018 at Akin-Davis 
Funeral Home in Clewiston with Pastor Char-
ley Watts officiating. Burial took place in Orto-
na Cemetery.

Ada V. Llorens
Apr. 7, 1932 – Aug. 13, 2018
WESTON — Ada V. Llorens, 86, of Weston, 

Fla., wife of the late Fernando N. Llorens, 
passed away peacefully on Aug. 13, 2018. 

Born Apr. 7, 1932, in Guaimaro, Cuba, Ada 
met Fernando, the love of her life, in the sug-
ar cane town of Elia, Cuba, in her early teens. 
The couple married in September 1949 and 
had three children. The Llorens family emi-
grated to the United States from Cuba in 1962, 
first living in Elizabeth, N.J., and eventually 
planting roots in the small agricultural town 
of Belle Glade, Fla.

An excellent cook who was well known for 
Cuban specialties such as vaca frita (a crispy 
shredded beef dish) and sopa de platano 
(plantain soup), Ada took great pride in caring 
for her husband and family. Her first grand-
child was born in 1979, and over the years 
Ada became a proud grandmother of six. In 
2014, she became a great-grandmother. Her 
family was truly the light of her life, and she 
was always happiest when spending time 
with them.

Ada’s memory and legacy are carried on by 
her children Fernando Z. Llorens (Gail) and 
Beatriz L. Koltis (Peter); grandchildren Jac-
queline Nelson (Bryan), Cristina I. Llorens, Jo-
anna Alvarez, Jaimee Alvarez, Julia L. Koltis, 
and Peter N. Koltis; and great-granddaughter 
Tessa M. Nelson. In addition to her husband 
Fernando, Ada was predeceased by her 
daughter, Miriam L. Alvarez (Jose).

A Mass will be celebrated in honor of Ada’s 
life on Saturday, Aug. 25, 2018, at 9 a.m., at St. 
Philip Benizi Catholic Church in Belle Glade, 
Fla.  In lieu of flowers, donations can be made 
to the Trustbridge Hospice Foundation at 
www.tbfdn.org

Obituaries
Obituaries should be submitted by sending 

e-mail to obits@newszap.com. Customers 
may also request photos and links to online 
guest books. A link to the obituaries is 
available at www.newszap.com.

Refl ections from the Pulpit
Gifts: God’s offer
and a wise request
By The Reverend Samuel
S. Thomas, Ph. D.+
Saint Martin’s Church, Clewiston

Years ago Sears Roebuck used to publish 
toy catalogs at Christmas. I’d get one for my 
daughter and one year just before Christ-
mas she asked me “What am I going to 
get for Christmas?” I didn’t know if she had 
anything particular in mind but guessed that 
maybe there was something she wanted. I 
got the toy catalog and told her “Sit down 
and fi nd me a page in that catalog where 
you don’t have something on it. You may 
not have that doll house but you have a 
doll house. You may not have that bicycle 
but you have a bicycle. You don’t have all 
of those books but you have lots of books.”

She sat down, took the catalog and ap-
parently couldn’t fi nd a page where she 
didn’t have at least something.

I thought that “Maybe you’re spoiled” 
or “You should be thankful that you have 
so much.” We still searched and found her 
gifts for the Christmas celebration and she 
was happy.

Giving gifts can be a challenge for all of 
us. I am happiest when my recipient tells 
me that my choice was a thoughtful one or 
something needed. Many times there are 
“generic” gifts where I hope the receiver 
will understand my intentions and make 
use of what I chose. I’ve always heard “It’s 
the thought that counts” and I have been 
pleased when someone who doesn’t real-
ly know me can come up with something I 
can use or at least enjoy. Not too long ago, I 
heard about “re-gifting” and passing things 
along that weren’t really needed when peo-
ple feel an obligation to give something and 

do not want something received to go to 
waste.

One Church developed a practice during 
announcement time to present members of 
the congregation with a token gift after tell-
ing of something noteworthy that the recip-
ient had done for the Church or for some-
one. This “award ceremony” got longer and 
longer, and when I arrived at the Church I 
was told that I was the person who was to 
make the announcements-only! I was curi-
ous and tracked down the reasons for this 
rule. It seems that the gift-giving got more 
and more bizarre. Finally, one member got 
up and sung the praises of another member 
and made a presentation for all of the good 
works; a pair of socks! That brought the 
Sunday morning practice to an end; enough 
was enough!

Like all of us, I hope to give something 
that refl ects my caring in my choice. As far 
as from God, I hope I ask things that are 
worthy of being asked for; remembering al-
ways that God knows better than I do about 
what I need. Most all of the “gifts” bestowed 
on me by ordination are to be freely given 
but I have two exceptions. I tell people that 
I do not bless “pretend marriages” or lottery 
tickets (and I’ve been asked to do both!)

Then I refl ect on my gifts from God. Free-
ly given and received with thanks; and with 
the intention to say “Thanks, Lord” when I 
needed something and God provided. We 
say “....thy will be done....” and need to re-
member that God gives according to what 
may be best for us even when we may not 
understand.

There is that request for a gift from God 
that was granted and God was pleased; and 
God threw in some additional guidance and 
something not asked-for in addition to a 
special request. I am referring to Solomon’s 
request to God when he is about to become 

King of Israel; 1 Kings 3:5ff. The Lord ap-
peared to Solomon and said “Ask whatever 
you want me to give you (v. 5).” Solomon 
answered “You have shown kindness to 
your servant, my father David, because he 
was faithful to you and righteous and up-
right in heart. You have continued to show 
this great kindness to him and given him a 
son to sit on his throne this very day. Now. O 
Lord my god, you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David. I am only a 
little child and do not know how to carry out 
my duties. .. so give your servant a discern-
ing heart to govern your people and to dis-
tinguish between right and wrong (vss 6-9)” 
We hear that “God was pleased” (v.10) and 
granted him “a wise and discerning heart (v. 
12) and added a special place in the life of 
his people and a long life too. Solomon was 
known for his wisdom and counted among 
the greatest of the patriarchs.

Today my prayers are a bit vicarious for 
our leaders, but with the hope that they can 
be counted among those who were up to 
the challenges of our day. With elections 
in the offi ng, I pray that we may have wise 
leaders and those with discerning hearts 
too.

I do not try to second-guess motives or 
reasons for decisions: I rarely have all of the 
information that goes into decision-making 
but pray that the leaders we have lead with 
wisdom. Solomon asked for great gift but it 
was not too great for God to grant. He even 
threw in some gifts not asked for. I hope I 
do so in my own life when called upon to 
give. I also pray that His gifts may be grant-
ed to others according to the needs they are 
called upon to fulfi ll. Praying for wisdom 
and discernment; for ourselves and for oth-
ers, are prayers that I count among the most 
worthy I can offer. I hope you share them 
too.

FWC expands access to boating safety exam
Special to INI Florida

Access to Florida’s Boater Education 
Temporary Certifi cate Program has been 
expanded, thanks to work done by the Flor-
ida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC) to make allowances for online 
course providers to offer the required cours-
es over the internet.

In August of 2017, the FWC amended 
Florida Administrative Code 68D-36.108 to 
allow the temporary certifi cate exam to be 
offered in an online version. This change 
makes it easier and more convenient for 
both vessel operators and vessel liveries 
to comply with Florida’s boater education 
laws, which require liveries to verify that 
customers born on or after Jan. 1, 1988, 
have met Florida’s boating safety education 
requirements before allowing them to rent 
their vessels.

Online temporary certifi cate exam pro-
viders will create a system that allows 24-
hour, seven-day a week accessibility to the 
exam using tablets, laptops, or other elec-
tronic devices. This added convenience will 
make it easier for both visitors and residents 
by allowing them to take the test before a 
vacation to Florida.

Currently, one online boating safety edu-

cation provider, Boat Ed, has completed the 
process to offer the exam online. Boat Ed 
has been a leader and innovator in boating 
safety education since 1995. Study or learn-
ing materials are available on the Boat Ed 
site to prepare students for the exam, im-
prove their boating knowledge and increase 
their chances of successfully completing the 
exam on the fi rst try. The exam costs $3 and 
study materials are available for an addition-
al charge. A link to the exam can be found 
at Boat-Ed.com/FloridaRental/.

Prior to this change, paper exams were 
the only option and were required to be 
completed and passed by rental vessel op-
erators. The ability for liveries to continue to 
offer paper exams has not changed with the 
addition of this online option. Liveries can 
still purchase and administer the paper ex-
ams, as long as their contract and insurance 
are valid. The temporary certifi cate exam 
is a knowledge check, not a full education 
course. It cannot be converted into a boater 
safety identifi cation card that is valid for life. 
Temporary certifi cates are not valid in any 
other state and do not meet boater safety 
education requirements in other states.

The online exam will be 25 questions, 
randomly selected from a large pool of 

questions. The cost for the exam will re-
main $3. Upon successful completion of 
the exam, students will be provided an 
electronic proof of their successful comple-
tion and their passing score. A livery will be 
able to inspect this proof to ensure that a 
prospective vessel renter has met Florida’s 
boating safety education requirements.

The new change offers various benefi ts 
to liveries:

• Liveries are not required to contract 
with any other company to use the online 
exam.

• A link that will send customers direct-
ly to the online exam can be provided by 
liveries.

• Liveries are not required to continue 
purchasing paper exams from the FWC.

• The burden of mailing paper tests back 
to the FWC is removed with the online op-
tion.

• Liveries will be able to provide speedi-
er service to customers who take the exam 
in advance of renting.

The FWC encourages liveries to transi-
tion to the new online exam system to in-
crease accessibility and streamline the test-
ing process for renters interested in enjoying 
Florida’s beautiful waterways by boat.
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VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Dr. John Hankins 

Independent-Fundamental 
King James Bible  ~ Old fashioned Preaching 

Traditional Hymns 
 Service Times
 Sunday School   10am
 Sunday Worship 11am   Sunday Night  6pm
 Thursday Night Prayer & Bible Study 7pm
 For more information, please call 863-214-6121
             www.victorybaptistclewiston.com

705 S. Olympia Street 
Clewiston, FL 33440

Located in the center of Clewiston

Levine visits early voting station in Belle Glade
Special to The Sun

BELLE GLADE — On the third day of early voting in Florida, Wednesday, 
Aug. 15, former Miami Beach Mayor Philip Levine, a candidate for the Dem-
ocratic nomination for governor, took to the trail and made a campaign 
stop at an early voting location in Belle Glade.

Mayor Levine, joined by supporters and volunteers, shared his plan to 
move Florida forward and spoke about the importance of the 2018 mid-
term elections as an opportunity to take back the governor’s office in No-
vember as well as the race’s implications for the 2020 presidential election. 
The Belle Glade visit marked Mayor Levine’s fifth early-voting stop as he 
continues to travel the state speaking with voters. Team Levine has 150-plus 
members spread throughout 14 offices across the state, with one in Palm 
Beach County.

Mayor Levine said: “With just a few days to go until the Florida primary, 
this is our opportunity to send a message to President Trump and radical 
Ron DeSantis: Florida will go blue in 2018! Our state is the last line of de-
fense against this national nightmare — and the people of Belle Glade and 
all of Florida are ready for change. Our team is working day and night to 
end 20 years of Republican control, and with 14 regional offices and an 
unprecedented statewide field program, team Levine has the infrastructure 
to get the job done and win in November.

“As governor, I will lead the way where the Trump administration is fail-
ing us and make sure we move our state in a new direction, a direction we 
can be proud of. If we want to expand access to healthcare and affordable 
housing, raise our minimum living wage, invest in public schools, and im-
prove public transportation — we have to do it now by making our voices 
heard.”

Special to The Sun/Courtesy of Levine campaign
Miami Beach Mayor Philip Levine was joined by supporters during his visit Wednesday, Aug. 
15, to the early voting location at the Belle Glade branch of the Palm Beach County Library.

Alice In Wonderland auditions 
to take place on Sept. 24
Dolly Hand Cultural Arts Center

Come and be a part of the Dolly Hand 
Cultural Arts Center’s 25th annual produc-
tion with the Missoula Children’s Theatre in 
Alice In Wonderland, the very first title the 
theatre ever presented with Missoula Chil-
dren’s Theatre!

Auditions for the Missoula Children’s 
Theatre production of Alice In Wonderland 
will be on Monday, Sept. 24, at the Dolly 
Hand Cultural Arts Center, 1977 College 
Drive in Belle Glade from 4 to 6 p.m. Those 
auditioning should arrive at 3:45 p.m. and 
plan to stay for the full two hours. Some of 
the cast members will be asked to stay for 
a rehearsal immediately following the audi-
tion.

Approximately 50 roles are available for 
local students. All students, grades K-5 – 
12th grade, are encouraged to audition. No 
advance preparation is necessary. Most stu-
dents rehearse approximately 4 1/2 hours 
each day, Monday through Thursday. A 
performance is scheduled for local schools 
on Friday, Sept. 28 at noon and two perfor-
mances will be presented for the public on 
Saturday, Sept. 29 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.

For more information call the Dolly Hand 
Cultural Arts Center at 561-993-1160.

Alice In Wonderland is part of the Mis-
soula Children’s Theatre’s unique interna-
tional touring project and is presented in 
Belle Glade by Palm Beach State College, 
with support from Sugar Cane Growers Co-
operative of Florida.

Rosenwald Elementary School News

Security increased for 
high school stadiums
Special to The Sun

The School District of Palm Beach Coun-
ty is implementing new procedures for all 
events in the district’s high school stadiums.

Beginning with this week’s football 
games, only clear bags will be permitted en-
try into any high school stadium. The only 
exception will be diaper bags. All bags will 
be subject to search.

There will be no entry into games after 
the kickoff of the third quarter of a football 
game, and there will be no re-entry at any 
point during the game should an individual 
leave the stadium before the game is over.

Loitering is prohibited outside of stadium 
gates or in parking lots before, during or af-
ter the game. Once spectators leave a game, 

they must leave the school campus.
All schools will move to 6 p.m. home 

games whenever possible for the duration 
of football season. Anyone planning to at-
tend football games at any district high 
school should check with the schools to 
verify start times.

As part of its efforts to continue to im-
prove safety and security on all campuses, 
the district is reviewing all procedures for af-
ter-hours school events to ensure the safety 
of students, staff, and guests.

Additional changes may occur as those 
reviews continue.

For more information, contact the school 
district’s Office of Communications at 561-
357-1114.

Special to The Sun

Important Dates
Sept. 12, 2018 – First School Advisory 

Council meeting, Rosenwald Elementary 
Media Center, 5 p.m.

Sept. 12, 2018 – Open House 6 to 7:30 
p.m., Rosenwald Elementary School.

School News!
Rosenwald would like to thank all par-

ents who sent their students to school 
during the first week. We need all students 
to be enrolled with updated information. 
There is no need to wait.

Our first School Advisory Council Meet-

ing is scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 12 at 
5 p.m.

Open House will immediately follow the 
SAC session on Sept. 12 at 6 p.m. until 7:30 
p.m.

Parents are encouraged to come out for 
both events to learn about the how they can 
partner with the school to make this a great 
experience for their children.

We are on Facebook!
All parents are encouraged to follow Ros-

enwald Elementary on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/RosenwaldES/

Twitter!
www.twitter.com/Rosenwald/ES
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PINK 
WARRIORS 
WALK 
2018 
5K WALK TO RAISE FUNDS

FOR LOCAL WOMEN'S

BREAST HEALTH

SATURDAY 
20 OCT 2018 
 

REGISTER 
TODAY:

SUGAR FESTIVAL FIELD 
7:00AM - REGISTRATION 
9:00AM - WALK

WWW.BIDPAL.NET/PWW2018

Special to The Sun/Courtesy of City of Pahokee

Industrious Pahokee resident 
wins recogition
Eduardo Bernal was honored with the City of Pahokee Mayor’s Gold Nail 
& Hammer Award during the commission meeting Aug. 14. “We appreciate 
the value and care you have shown the city and your neighborhood,” said 
the city commissioners, (from left) Benny L. Everett, Diane Walker, Clara 
Murvin, Keith Babb and Felisia Hill, with City Manager Chandler Williamson.

Special to The Sun/Courtesy photo

School supply drive by Clerks 
for a Cause benefits Glades kids
Clerk employees donated 2,217 school supply items last month as part of 
the Palm Beach County Clerk’s Office’s Clerks for a Cause program. Shan-
non R. Chessman, the clerk’s acting chief operating officer, helped orga-
nize the items on Tuesday, Aug. 14. The donations will be distributed to 
children who attend school in the Glades area.

WTEC registration & testing
West Technical Education Center, 2625 State Road 715 in Belle Glade, is now 

being accepting applications for Adult Education and Pre-Apprenticeship programs. 
They are offering ABE/GED, ESOL, carpentry, HVAC, electrical, welding and plumb-
ing. For information, call 561-829-4620.

� e o�  ces of Stephen Purvis, D.O. Orthopedic 
Surgeon, located at 525 West Sagamore Avenue in 
Clewiston and 450 South Main Street in Labelle 
will be closing e� ective August 31, 2018. 

For any immediate questions, call 863-902-3093. 
Copies of patient medical records may be picked 
up at the orthopedic o�  ce located at 525 West Sag-
amore Avenue, Clewiston, Florida. 

Please contact your Primary Care Provider for as-
sistance in locating a physician to continue any on-
going treatment. 

Stephen Purvis, D.O. Orthopedic Practice
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HENDRY COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

    
Notice is hereby given that the Local Planning Agency of Hendry County (LPA) will conduct a public hearing on a proposed text amendment 
to the Hendry County Comprehensive Plan and conduct a preliminary review of the related SR 82 Mixed –Use District Detailed Specific 
Area Plan (DSAP). The hearing will take place on September 12, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., at the Hendry County Courthouse, Commission 
Chambers, 25 E. Hickpochee Ave, LaBelle, Florida.  The LPA will determine if the amendment is consistent with the Hendry County Com-
prehensive Plan. 

The recommendations of the LPA will be made to the Board of County Commissioners (BCC).  The BCC will consider whether or not it wishes 
to transmit the amendment to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity. This hearing will be held on September 25, 2018, at 5:05 
p.m., at the Hendry County Courthouse, Commission Chambers, 25 E. Hicpochee Ave., LaBelle, Florida.   

Petition Number: CPA18-0005 

Applicant:   Stephane Gardinier o/b/o Gardinier Florida Citrus Inc. & HCGM, LLC, represented by Pavese Law Firm 
  c/o Katherine English, Esq. and Waldrop Engineering c/o Alexis V. Crespo, AICP

Request:    The applicant is requesting to amend the Hendry County Comprehensive Plan relating to the Future Land 
  Use Element, specifically Objective 2.1, SR 82 Mixed-Use District, Objective 2.7, Development Districts for 
  the Southwest Hendry County Sector Plan, Objective 2.9, DSAP Requirements for SR 82 Mixed-Use District, 
  Objective 2.10, Residential/Non-Residential Development Ratio, and Objective 2.13, Water and Wastewater,
  and certain supportive Policies related to the aforementioned Objectives.

The DSAP RZ18-0005 will also be preliminarily reviewed with CPA18-0005, and includes the property shown below.

This transmittal hearing is the first step in a two step public hearing process to amend the Hendry County Comprehensive Plan.  A second 
hearing will follow the Department of Economic Opportunity’s review of the application.

All interested parties are invited to appear and be heard.  Oral and written comments will be accepted.  A copy of the petition and ordinance 
are available for inspection at the Hendry County Planning and Zoning Department, 640 S. Main St., LaBelle, FL between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, and at the Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners’ office, 25 E. Hickpochee Ave., LaBelle, 
FL between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting 
or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

Any questions pertaining to this matter should be directed to the Planning and Zoning Department by phone (863-675-5240), email (mjohn-
son@hendryfla.net), U.S. mail (P.O. Box 2340, LaBelle, FL 33975) or by fax (863- 674-4194).

If you have a disability that will require special assistance or accommodation for your attendance at either meeting, please contact Hendry 
County Planning and Zoning at (863) 675-5240; Hearing Impaired: Florida Relay 7-1-1; or e-mail mjohnson@hendryfla.net.

Hendry County is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Si necesita la asistencia de un intérprete que hable español para participar un esta reunión, por favor póngase en contacto con Myra Johnson 
al (863) 675-5240.

By Katrina Elsken
INI Florida

High water levels are hurting Lake 
Okeechobee’s ecological balance.

Water Resources Director Terrie Bates 
explained the issue at the July 12 meeting of 
the South Florida Water Management District 
Governing Board.

She said it is due to the lasting effects of 
Hurricane Irma, which churned the waters of 
the Big O and dumped enough rain to push 
the lake level up to 17.2 feet as the watershed 
to the north drained into the lake.

Because of that churning by Hurricane Ir-
ma’s winds, turbidity levels and dissolved nu-
trient levels in the water remained high. In the 
dry season, the lake slowly dropped to 12.8 
feet, but then it was quickly pushed back up 
by the heavy rainfall in May. The wet-season 
rains came too soon.

Phosphorus levels, although they have 
come down, are still significantly higher than 
they normally are at this time of the year, she 
said.

The lake 
has really 
been ham-
pered three 
years in a 
row by very 
high stages, 
Ms. Bates ex-
plained.

The loss 
of aquatic 
habitat, both 
from the 
storm surge 
that ripped 
vegetation out of the lake and from the high 
water levels, means there are fewer plants 
in the water column to uptake the phospho-
rus. The aquatic vegetation also provides 
critical habitat for fish and wildlife.

“The lake is certainly hurting,” she said.
In 2009, the lake had about 46,000 acres 

of submerged vegetation. In 2015, Lake O 
had 33,345 acres of submerged vegetation, 
she said. After Hurricane Irma, it had 11,609 
acres.

Because the dry season did not drop the 
lake low enough for a long enough time peri-
od, the vegetation around the lake’s edges did 
not have a chance to recover, Ms. Bates said.

South of the lake, the Stormwater Treat-
ment Areas (STAs) also took a blow from 
Hurricane Irma. The STAs processed a re-
cord 1.6 million acre-feet of water last year, 
she said.

In the Everglades, the tree islands are also 
suffering from high water levels for the third 
year in a row.

The damage to the marshes from the high 
lake levels means the lake’s water is higher 
in phosphorus and nitrogen due to the loss 
of vegetation that would clean the water, 
Paul Gray, of Florida Audubon, explained at 
the July 31 meeting of the Okeechobee Ro-
tary Club.

The loss of the plant communities means 
loss of habitat for fish and wildlife, he said.

Dr. Gray explained that the flood control 

system was designed in the 1940s. Even then, 
officials knew it had to be a balancing act 
between flood control and water storage, he 
said. If you overuse the flood control system, 
you will have water shortages, he said.

The system needs to be fixed to prevent 
the extreme high lake levels, which result 
in harmful releases to the estuaries east 
and west, and the extreme lows, which 
mean water shortages for farmers and ur-
ban areas. The way to fix this is with water 
storage north, south, east and west of Lake 
Okeechobee, he said.

In the 1970s, the phosphorus level in Lake 
Okeechobee was about 40 parts per billion, 
he said. Water entering the lake is many times 
that level in phosphorus. The goal is to get it 
back to 40 ppb.

Dr. Gray said it would be possible to clean 
up the lake if authorities could control the 
flow into it. During drought years, he said, 

when there 
is not so 
much water 
going into 
the lake, the 
phosphorus 
level in the 
lake water 
drops.

“ W h e n 
you have 
d r o u g h t 
years and 
you don’t 

have the flow of nutrients into the lake, the 
lake got better,” he said.

While some researchers thought the mud 
at the bottom of the lake would keep the nu-
trient level high, this did not turn out to be the 
case, he said. “This tells us we can clean up 
the lake if we clean up the watershed.”

Storing water north of the lake can make it 
possible to clean the water before it goes into 
the lake, Dr. Gray continued.

Lake Okeechobee anglers have ex-
pressed concern that the state’s aquatic 
plant management program could be harm-
ing aquatic vegetation that would be benefi-
cial to the lake.

They are also concerned about the chem-
ical spraying of vegetation on the Kissimmee 
River, which flows into Lake Okeechobee.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission’s contractors spray chemi-
cal herbicides, which, according to the FWC, 
target only the invasive species.

According to the Florida wildlife system In-
vasive Plant Management website, in 2016-17, 
Florida spent $23,624,861 to control invasive 
plants on 80,417 acres. On Lake Okeechobee 
alone, in fiscal year 2016-17, $2,454,320 was 
spent to spray 17,424 acres, including 13,731 
acres of floating vegetation, 26.3 acres of hy-
drilla and 3,676.6 of other vegetation.

Loss of aquatic vegetation 
means ‘the lake is hurting’
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HENDRY COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

ON A SPECIAL EXCEPTION
    
Notice is hereby given that the Local Planning Agency of Hendry County (LPA) will hold a public hearing on the following petition on 
September 12, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., at the Hendry County Courthouse, Commission Chambers, 25 E. Hickpochee Ave, LaBelle, Florida.  
The LPA will determine if the petition is consistent with the Hendry County Comprehensive Plan. 

The recommendations of the LPA will be made to the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) for final consideration at a public hearing.  This 
hearing will be held on September 25, 2018, at 5:05 p.m., at the Hendry County Courthouse, Commission Chambers, 25 E. Hicpochee 
Ave., LaBelle, Florida.

All interested parties are invited to appear and be heard at the public hearings with respect to the petition.  Oral and written comments will 
be accepted.  A copy of the petition is available for inspection at the Hendry County Planning and Zoning Department, 640 S. Main St., 
LaBelle, FL between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, and at the Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners’ 
office, 25 E. Hickpochee Ave., LaBelle, FL between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting 
or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

Any questions pertaining to this matter should be directed to the Planning and Zoning Department, by phone (863-675-5240), email 
(mjohnson@hendryfla.net), U. S. mail (P.O. Box 2340, LaBelle, FL 33975) or by fax (863- 674-4194).

If you have a disability that will require special assistance or accommodation for your attendance at either meeting, please contact Hendry 
County Planning and Zoning at (863) 675-5240; Hearing Impaired: Florida Relay 7-1-1; or e-mail mjohnson@hendryfla.net.

Hendry County is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Si necesita la asistencia de un intérprete que hable español para participar en esta reunión, por favor póngase en contacto con Myra 
Johnson al (863) 675-5240.

Petition Number: SE18-0001 

Applicant:   Florida Power and Light, represented by Darryl Kroeze, P.E., USA Engineering Inc. 

Resolution Title: A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF HENDRY COUNTY, FLORIDA, GRANTING 
  A SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO ALLOW CONSTRUCTION 320-FT SELF-SUPPORT COMMUNICATION TOWER IN 
  A GENERAL AGRICULTURE (A-2) ZONING DISTRICT. 

Project size:  +/- 6.65 acres   

Location:  3990 S SR 29 & S SR 29, LaBelle, FL 33935 (Parcel I.D.s # 1-29-43-29-A00-0002.0000; 
  1-29-43-32-A00-0002.0000; 1-29-43-33-A00-0002.0000; 1-29-43-28-A00-0001.0000)

Request:    The applicant is requesting a Special Exception for a construction of 320-foot self-support tower.  

Legal description of subject property:

PARENT TRACT

A TRACT OR  PARCEL OF LAND  LYING IN SECTIONS  28, 29, 32  AND 33, TOWNSHIP  43 SOUTH, RANGE 29 EAST, HENDRY COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, WHICH TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND  IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

FROM THE WOODEN POST  SAID TO MARK THE  CORNER COMMON TO SAID  SECTIONS 28, 29, 32 AND 33, RUN WESTERLY ALONG 
THE LINE BETWEEN SECTIONS 29 AND 32 AS MARKED  BY SAID POST FOR 299.35 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF LANDS 
HEREIN  DESCRIBED. FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING, RUN SOUTH, PARALLEL WITH THE WESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SR NO. 
29, FOR 190.0 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT ON  THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF AN  ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINE  EASEMENT AS 
DESCRIBED  IN O.R. BOOK  4, PAGE 14 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS  OF HENDRY COUNTY; THENCE DEFLECT 91°16’40”  LEFT AND RUN 
EASTERLY, PARALLEL WITH SAID LINE BETWEEN SECTIONS 29 AND 32 AND  ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID TRANSMISSION LINE 
EASEMENT, TO AN INTERSECTION WITH  THE LINE  BETWEEN  SECTIONS  32  AND  33;  THENCE CONTINUE EASTERLY PARALLEL WITH A 
PROLONGATION OF THE SAID  LINE BETWEEN SECTIONS 29  AND 32, DEPARTING FROM  THE SOUTH LINE OF  SAID LINE FOR  A TOTAL 
DISTANCE  OF 565 FEET  FROM THE AFORE SAID CONCRETE MONUMENT, TO A  CONCRETE MONUMENT ON SAID  WESTERLY RIGHT OF 
WAY  LINE OF SR  NO. 29;  THENCE DEFLECT  88°43’20” TO  THE LEFT  AND RUN NORTHERLY ALONG SAID WESTERLY LINE (PASSING  
THROUGH A CONCRETE MONUMENT  ON SAID RIGHT OF  WAY LINE AT 161.10 FEET) FOR 505 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT AT A 
POINT 117.9  FEET SOUTHERLY FROM  U.S. GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY MONUMENT  41RC 1952  TT; THENCE DEFLECT 91°16’40” LEFT AND 
RUN WESTERLY FOR  565.0 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT;  THENCE RUN SOUTHERLY PARALLEL WITH SAID WESTERLY  RIGHT OF 
WAY  LINE FOR 315  FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

Unemployment rate 
drops; 7,700 jobs added
Special to The Sun

WEST PALM BEACH — Palm Beach 
County’s unemployment rate for July is 4 
percent, down from 4.4 percent a year ago. 
The county’s rate matches the state’s and is 
lower than the nation’s 4.1 percent rate (all 
numbers not seasonally adjusted), according 
to the latest monthly reports released Aug 17 
from CareerSource Palm Beach County and 
the Florida Department of Economic Oppor-
tunity. Palm Beach County’s unemployment 
rate has stayed below or matched the state 
rate for the past 17 consecutive months and 
has stayed below the national rate for 18 
consecutive months.

“Businesses are hiring and job demand is 
as hot as the summer weather. Some 7,700 
jobs were added over the year and there 
were nearly 19,000 advertised job openings 
in July. In addition, for the past 10 consec-
utive months, the county’s unemployment 
rate has fallen below or matched 4 percent, 
a healthy indicator of what many economists 
consider to be full employment,” said Steve 
Craig, president and CEO of CareerSource 
Palm Beach County, the nonprofit organiza-
tion chartered by the state to lead workforce 
development in Palm Beach County. Over 
the past 12 months, the county’s unemploy-
ment rate ranged between 3.3 and 4.4 per-
cent, primarily reflecting seasonal fluctua-
tions. July’s rate is about one-third of what it 
was at the 11.6 percent peak unemployment 
rate of the Great Recession in summer 2010.

The increasingly competitive labor mar-
ket means higher wages for workers. Wages 
and salaries in Palm Beach County are up 
4.5 percent, according to the latest report of 
employment and wages in the nation’s 347 
largest counties by the U.S. Bureau of La-
bor Statistics (fourth quarter 2017 vs. 2016). 
Palm Beach County also is outpacing all but 
three of the largest counties in Florida as well 
as the national average wage growth of 3.9 
percent, according to the report.

“We are enjoying sustained growth and 
a healthy, balanced regional economy that 
in many ways is outpacing much of the na-
tion,” Mr. Craig said. Job growth by industry 
sector: On a percentage basis, job gains in 
July were led by the construction industry 
with 9.6 percent over-the-year job growth, 
above 7.9 percent statewide. The construc-
tion sector added jobs in every month of 
2017 to date, and had a higher percentage 

of monthly job growth over the state average 
during the same period.

The number of jobs in three sectors - 
construction, manufacturing, and financial 
activities - grew faster than statewide over 
the year. By the numbers, over-the-year job 
gains/losses in Palm Beach County were: 
construction +3,500 jobs, leisure/hospitality 
+3,500 jobs, financial activities +1,500 jobs, 
manufacturing +1,000 jobs, other services 
+800 jobs, professional/business services 
+500 jobs, information -100 jobs, govern-
ment -200 jobs, education/health services 
-2,800 jobs, trade/transportation/utilities - 
unchanged. The results for the education/
health services sector primarily reflect sea-
sonal declines in public/private education 
jobs during the summer.

Top eight most advertised jobs available: 
The Conference Board produces a monthly 
report of advertised jobs by position. This 
report shows that there were 18,893 adver-
tisements for full-time and part-time jobs in 
Palm Beach County in July. The top eight 
most advertised jobs in the county were 
for: registered nurses, retail salespeople, 
first-line supervisors of retail sales workers, 
accountants, customer service representa-
tives, bookkeeping accounting, and auditing 
clerks, first-line supervisors of office and ad-
ministrative support workers, and software 
developers - applications.

Whatever career you would like to pur-
sue, the staff at CareerSource offers classes 
and facilities for job searches, grants for job 
skills training for those who qualify, career 
development and consulting. During the 
past five program years, CareerSource Palm 
Beach County assisted more than 92,000 res-
idents find employment ranging from entry 
level to executive suite, with salaries from 
these jobs creating $2.1 billion in annual av-
erage wages. CareerSource also has award-
ed $13 million in grants to area businesses 
and employees for training and educational 
assistance during that time.

Services for employers: CareerSource 
provides a comprehensive package of ser-
vices to help businesses compete in today’s 
challenging marketplace. CareerSource 
absorbs the cost of most of these services 
including recruitment, assessments and re-
ferrals of qualified job candidates; space and 
staff assistance for screening/interviewing 
candidates; and grants for training employ-
ees.

Belle Glade Branch Library
Special to The Sun

• LEGO Bricks will be held on Saturday, 
Aug 25, at 1 p.m. Build, imagine and play 
with the library’s LEGO bricks. Ages 4 and 
up. (45 minutes)

• Teen Hangout will be held on Satur-
day, Aug. 25, at 2:30 p.m. Play video games, 
board games, card games, Scrabble, or just 
hang out with your friends! Snacks provid-
ed. Grades 5-12. (90 minutes)

• Teen Gaming will be held on Monday, 

Aug. 27, at 5 p.m. Enjoy an afternoon with 
your friends playing Wii and PS4 multiplay-
er games. Snacks provided. Grades 5-12. (90 
minutes)

• National Beach Day will be held on 
Thursday, Aug. 30, at 4 p.m. Hear beach-
themed stories, play with sensory sand, 
and make a fun craft to take home. Refresh-
ments provided. All ages. (45 minutes)

The Belle Glade Branch Library is located 
at 725 NW 4th St. in Belle Glade. For infor-
mation, call 561-996-3453.
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Central County Water Drainage District 
is looking to hire a Highway Maintenance Tech.                                                                                   
Duties include, Operating basic highway main-
tenance and traffic equipment to maintain, 
repair and clean highways and right-of-ways; 
• Moves and loads supplies and materials; 
• Maintains, repairs, and installs traffic signs, 
route markers, and pavement markings; 
• Performs emergency response activities 
such as: clean-up, traffic control, lane clo-
sures, placement of signs, and erecting bar-
ricades; 
• Performs equipment maintenance such as: 
minor repairs, preventative maintenance, re-
fueling, and pre-trip inspections; 
• Performs miscellaneous labor tasks; 
• Performs job documentation 
• Performs related job duties as assigned.  
Cleans debris from roadways and right a 
ways.
Must possess a valid and clean,driver’s license 
and clean background check.

Applications may be picked up at Central 
County Water Drainage District, 475 S. Cab-
bage Palm Street, Clewiston FL (Montura 
Ranch Estates) 33440.

Help Wanted: REPORTER
The Okeechobee News seeks a full or 

part-time reporter to cover crime, 
courts, and government, as well as some 
investigative reporting in Okeechobee 

County and surrounding areas. 
Please email resumé and writing samples 

to kelsken@newszap.com

 Miscellaneous
 Notices 

Contractor Needed 
that is licensed and 
insured to build a

Preschool. 
Must be experienced
with references or 
portfolio of work

completed.

Please send information 
to:  P.O. Box 433, 

Pahokee, Florida 33476
or abidingfaith.

krobertson@gmail.com
Attention: Shirley or KR

 Employment -
 Full Time 

 Employment -
 Full Time 

A & M Labor 
Management, Inc. 

is hiring 50 farmworkers 
to plant and cut sugar-
cane crops in Glades, 
Hendry, Palm Beach, 
and Martin Counties, 
FL for a temporary 
period starting on 
09/17/2018 and end-
ing on 01/01/2019. 
The wages offered 
are the highest of 
$11.29/hr. or applica-
ble piece rates. Three 
(3) months verifiable 
work experience har-
vesting sugarcane 
is required. This job 
requires prolonged 
standing,bending, 
stooping, and reach-
ing.  Job is outdoors 
and continues in all 
types of weather.  
Workers may be re-
quested to submit to 
random drug or alco-
hol tests at no cost to 
the worker.  Workers 
must be able to lift 
and carry 70lbs. re-
petitively throughout 
the workday. Employ-
er guarantees work 
will be available for at 
least three-quarters of 
the period stated. Re-
quired tools supplies, 
and equipment will be 
provided at no cost to 
worker. Housing will 
be available for work-
ers who cannot rea-
sonably return home 
after each working 
day. Transportation 
and meal expenses 
will be provided, or re-
imbursed after 50% 
of the work contract 
is completed, if ap-
propriate. Applicants 
should apply for 
the position at their 
local State Work-
force Agency office. 
Job Order Number: 
FL10739772.

 Employment -
 Full Time 

Cox Air Conditioning is 
looking for 

experienced A/C 
Service Tech and 

Installers. 
Must have at least 2 

years’ experience
Self-motivated, basic 

tools for the job
Clean driving record

Pay based on 
experience

Quarterly Bonuses
Take home vehicle
Stop in to apply at 

99 N Industrial Loop, 
LaBelle, FL  33935.

 Business
 Opportunities 

NOTICE

Independent Newspa-
pers will never accept 
any advertisement 
that is illegal or consid-
ered fraudulent. In all 
cases of questionable 
value, such as prom-
ises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to 
be true, chances are 
that it is. If you have 
questions or doubts 
about any ad on these 
pages, we advise that 
before responding or 
sending money ahead 
of time, you check 
with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau at 772-
878-2010 for previous 
complaints.

Some 800 and 900 
telephone numbers 
may require an extra 
charge, as well as long 
distance toll costs. 
We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the 
ads, but occasionally 
we may not be aware 
of the charges. There-
fore, if you call a num-
ber out of your area, 
use caution.

 Land - Sale 

MOORE HAVEN 
Frontage

- on Rt. US #27, 
DEVELOPMENT 
SITE 2 ACRES

ENTIRE
CITY BLOCK

Zoned commercial.
Adjacent to court 

house, high 
school, etc.  

APARTMENT SITE
(8 units) Near river. 

Walk to school. 
Townhouses or 

Rental Apartments. 
Call owner
for details

863-673-5071   

 Campers / RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot 
Call 954-595-0093

Contact a Sales Representative today:
863.763.3134

okeeadsales@newszap.com

These business card 
sized ads are an 
affordable way to 

advertise!

Publishes Sunday and Wednesday

Great Branding &

Image Building Opportunity

No wonder newspaper 
readers have more fun!

READING A
NEWSPAPER
HELPS YOU
GET INVOLVED
IN THE
COMMUNITY.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF IBE TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR GLADES COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL ACTION
CASE NO.: 22-2018-CA-000067

 
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
     Plaintiff,
vs.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 

CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, OR OTHER CLAIMANTS CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER, OR AGAINST, REBEN JACOBO A/KIA RUBEN JACOBO, DECEASED, 
et al,
     Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION
To:                               GLORIA JACOBO
Last Known Address:   784 Avenue E , Moore Haven, FL 33471
Current Address:          Unknown
 
ISLAND MOBILE NETWOR, INC., A DISSOLVED NEW YORK COR-

PORATION, BY AND THROUGH ALAN JACOBS, TRUSTEE
Last Known Address:   535 Broadhallow Road, Suite B29,
                                    Nelville, NY 11747
Current Address:          Unknown

THE UNKNOWN HEiRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIEN-
ORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, OR OTHER CLAIMANTS CLAIMING 
BY, THROUGH, UNDER, OR AGAINST, REBEN JACOBO A/K/A RU-
BEN JACOBO, DECEASED
Last Known Address:   Unknown
Current Address:          Unknown

ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, 
UNDER, AND AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL DEFEN-
DANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETHER 
SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES,
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER CLAIMANTS.
Last Known Address:   Unknown
Current Address:          Unknown

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a mortgage on the following 
property in Glades County, Florida:

LOT 7, BLOCK 72, CITY OF MOORE HAVEN, AS PER PLAT THERE-
OF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 72, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF DESOTO COUNTY NOW GLADES COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
TOGETHER WITH A MOBILE HOME LOCATED HEREON AS A PER-
MANENT FIXTURE AND APPURTENANCE THERETO, DESCRIBED 
AS A SINGLEWIDE 1984 MOBILE HOME, BEARING TITLE NUM-
BER: 40334663 AND VIN NUMBER FLFL1AD397004798,
A/K/A 784 AVENUE E, MOORE HAVEN, FL 33471

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your writ-
ten defenses within 30 days after the first publication, if any, on Albertelli Law, 
Plaintiffs attorney, whose address is P.O. Box 23028, Tampa, FL 33623, and
file the original with this Court either before September 17, 2018 service on 

Plaintiffs attorney, or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be1ntered 
against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint or petition.
This notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in the 

Glades County Democrat Newspaper.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this court on this 7th day of August, 2018.

Clerk of the Circuit Court
BY: Tami Simmons

Deputy Clerk
**See the Americans with Disabilities Act

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommoda-
tion in order to participate in a court proceeding, you are entitled, 
at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please con-
tact the Administrative Services Manager, whose office is located at 
Charlotte County Justice Center, 350 E. Marion Ave., Punta Gorda, 
FL 33950 and whose telephone number is (941)637-2281, within 
two (2) working days ofreceipt of this notice; if you are hearing or 
voice impaired, call l-800-955-8771. To file response please contact 
Glades County Clerk of Court, P.O. Box 10, Moorehaven, FL 33471.
280500 GCD 8/16,23/2018

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWENTIETH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR HENDRY COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION 
CASE NO. 16000169CAAXMX

WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR OPTION 
ONE MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2007-5, ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, 
SERIES 2007-5,
  Plaintiff,
vs.
THERESA L. JOHNSON, et al.
   Defendant(s).
  

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated 

November 10, 2016, and entered in 16000169CAAXMX of the Circuit Court 
of the TWENTIETH Judicial Circuit in and for Hendry County, Florida, wherein 
WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR OPTION 
ONE MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2007-5, ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2007-5 is the Plaintiff and THERESA L. JOHNSON; UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF THERESA L. JOHNSON; SAND CANYON CORPORATION F/K/A OPTION 
ONE MORTGAGE CORPORATION are the Defendant(s). Barbara Butler as the
Clerk of the Circuit Court will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash at 25 E 

Hickpochee 2nd Floor, Labelle, FL 33935, at 11:00 AM, on September 19, 2018,  
the following described property as set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOTS 7 AND 8, BLOCK D, LABELLE TERRACE, A SUBDIVISION 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 1, PAGE 34, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF HENDRY COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.
Property Address: 272 E. LINCOLN AVENUE, LABELLE, FL 33935

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than 
the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim within 
60 days after the sale.
Dated this 14th day of August,  2018.

Barbara Butler
As Clerk of the Court

By: J. Bevis
As Deputy Clerk

IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT. If you are an individual with 

a disability who needs an accommodation in order to participate in a 
court proceeding or other court service, program, or activity, you are 
entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Re-
quests for accommodations may be presented on this form, in anoth-
er written format, or orally. Please complete the attached form (see 
website) and return it to doliver@ca.cjis20.org as far in advance as 
possible, but preferably at least seven (7) days before your scheduled 
court appearance or other court activity. Upon request by a qualified 
individual with a disability, this document will be made available in an 
alternate format. If you  need assistance in completing  this form due 
to your disability, or to request this document in an alternate format, 
please contact Dawn Oliver, Court Operations Manager, phone (863) 
675-5229, e-mail doliver@ca.cjis20.org
281545 CN 8/23,30/2018

HENDRY COUNTY 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER

ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE 
DISCRETIONARY ONE-CENT SMALL COUNTY SURTAX 

Notice is hereby given that the Hendry County Board of County Commissioners 
will hold a Public Hearing on September 11, 2018, at 5:00 p.m., at the Clewiston 
City Hall, Commission Chambers, 115 West Ventura Avenue, Clewiston, Florida, 
to consider an ordinance relating to the discretionary One-Cent Small County 
Surtax entitled as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF HENDRY COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE HENDRY COUN-
TY CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 1-2, ARTICLE V, DISCRE-
TIONARY ONE-CENT SMALL COUNTY SURTAX, SPECIFICALLY SEC-
TION 1-2-74, USE OF PROCEEDS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS OF LAW; PROVIDING FOR CODIFI-
CATION, INCLUSION IN CODE, AND SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

The meeting is open to the public.   All interested persons may appear and be 
heard with respect to the proposed ordinance.  If a person decides to appeal 
any decision made by the Hendry County Commission with respect to any mat-
ter discussed at such meeting, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, 
and that, for such purpose, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based. 

A copy of the proposed ordinance is available for inspection on weekdays 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the Office of the County 
Attorney, 110 Broward Avenue, LaBelle, Florida. 

If you have a disability that will require special assistance or accommodation for 
your attendance at the meeting, please contact Hendry County Administration 
at (863) 675-5220; Hearing Impaired: Florida Relay 7-1-1; or e-mail keitha.
daniels@hendryfla.net.

Hendry County is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Si necesita la assistencia de un interprete que hable espanol para participar 
un esta reunion, por favor pongase en contacto con Myra Johnson al (863) 
675-5240.

Run Date: 8/23/2018
281988 CN/CB 8/23/2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWENTIETH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, IN AND FOR

HENDRY COUNTY, CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 2018 CA 000203

5T WEALTH PARTNERS, LP,
     Plaintiff,
vs.     

RUBY C. SULLIVAN; ESTATE OF RUBY C. SULLIVAN; and UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF RUBY C. SULLIVAN,
     Defendants. 

NOTICE OF ACTION; CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE -- PROPERTY
TO:  Ruby C. Sullivan, 5400 Mountain Gate Circle, Lakeside, AZ 85929.
 Estate of Ruby C. Sullivan, 5400 Mountain Gate Circle, Lakeside, AZ 85929.
 Unknown Heirs of Ruby C. Sullivan, 5400 Mountain Gate Circle,
    Lakeside, AZ 85929.
 
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to Quiet Title to the following property in 

Hendry County: 
Lots 33 and 34, Block 4486, Unit 63, Cape Coral Subdivision, 

according to the plat thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 21, Pag-
es 48 through 81, inclusive, of the Public Records of Lee County, 
Florida.

Has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your written 
defenses, if any, to it on Owen Sokolof, Esq., Sokolof Remtulla Stengel, LLC, 
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 224 Datura Street, Suite 515, West Palm 
Beach, FL 33401, on or before Thirty (30) days from Date of First Publication of 
this Notice and file the original with the clerk of this court either before service 
on the plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise a default will be 
entered against you and the relief demanded in the complaint or petition. 
DATED on July 2nd, 2018.    

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
 By:  J. Bevis
           DEPUTY CLERK 
Sokolof Remtulla Stengel LLC
224 Datura Street, Suite 515
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
OSokolof@floridalitlaw.com
SRemtulla@floridalitlaw.com
SStengel@floridalitlaw.com  
Attorneys for Plaintiff     

Telephone: 561-507-5252     
272668 CN 8/16,23,30;9/6/2018

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

HENDRY COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER 

ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE 
DISASTER EMERGENCY FUND 

Notice is hereby given that the Hendry County Board of County Commissioners 
will hold a Public Hearing on September 11, 2018, at 5:00 p.m., at the Clewiston 
City Hall, Commission Chambers, 115 West Ventura Avenue, Clewiston, Florida, 
to consider an ordinance relating to the disaster emergency fund entitled as 
follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF HENDRY COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE HENDRY COUN-
TY CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 1-2, ARTICLE IV, DECLARA-
TION OF STATE OF EMERGENCY, SPECIFICALLY  SECTION 1-2-61, 
DISASTER EMERGENCY FUND; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS OF LAW; PROVIDING FOR CODIFI-
CATION, INCLUSION IN CODE, AND SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The meeting is open to the public.   All interested persons may appear and be 
heard with respect to the proposed ordinance.  If a person decides to appeal 
any decision made by the Hendry County Commission with respect to any mat-
ter discussed at such meeting, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, 
and that, for such purpose, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based. 
A copy of the proposed ordinance is available for inspection on weekdays 

between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the Office of the County 
Attorney, 110 Broward Avenue, LaBelle, Florida. 
If you have a disability that will require special assistance or accommodation for 

your attendance at the meeting, please contact Hendry County Administration 
at (863) 675-5220; Hearing Impaired: Florida Relay 7-1-1; or e-mail keitha.
daniels@hendryfla.net.
Hendry County is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
Si necesita la assistencia de un interprete que hable espanol para participar 

un esta reunion, por favor pongase en contacto con Myra Johnson al (863) 
675-5240.
281981 CN/CB 8/23/2018

NOTICE

BBC meeting #2018-03
 
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Building Commissioners of the City 

of Clewiston, Florida, will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, August 29, 
2018 at 5:30pm, in the city hall commission chambers, 115 West Ventura 
Avenue, Clewiston, Florida.
The purpose of this hearing is to consider the disposition of the following prop-

erties located in the City of Clewiston:
113 N Francisco Street Clewiston, FL 33440 Block 156 Lot 1, GPOC
824 E Concordia Street Clewiston, FL 33440 Block 152
   Lot 33, GPOC

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 18-175, Clewiston Code 
of Ordinances.

The City of Clewiston is an equal opportunity provider and employer. City Hall 
is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available. Accom-
modation requests or interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to the 
meeting. Please contact the City Clerk’s office at (863) 983-1484, extension 227, 
or FAX (863) 983-4055 for information or assistance.

All persons interested may appear and be heard. If a person decides to appeal 
any decision made  by the City Commission with respect to any matter consid-
ered at this meeting, the  person  will need a record of the proceedings, and 
that, for such purpose, the person may need to ensure a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based.

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify the above Notice of Meeting of 
the Building Board of Comissioners of the City of Clewiston is a true and correct 
copy of said Notice  and that I posted  a true  and correct copy of said Notice 
at the front and rear entrances of City Hall,  a  place  convenient  and readily 
accessible to the general public at all times.

CITY OF CLEWISTON, FLORIDA
Travis Reese, Building Official
281968  CN  8/23/2018

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

HENDRY COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER 
ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

Notice is hereby given that the Hendry County Board of County Commissioners 
will hold a Public Hearing on September 11, 2018, at 5:00 p.m., at the Clewiston 
City Hall, Commission Chambers, 115 West Ventura Avenue, Clewiston, Flori-
da, to consider an ordinance relating to alcoholic beverages entitled as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF HENDRY COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE HENDRY COUN-
TY CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 1-15, PARKS, RECREATION 
AND SEMIPUBLIC PARKING LOTS, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 1-15-
3, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES PROHIBITED; PROVIDING FOR SEV-
ERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS OF LAW; PROVIDING 
FOR CODIFICATION, INCLUSION IN CODE, AND SCRIVENER’S 
ERRORS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The meeting is open to the public.   All interested persons may appear and be 
heard with respect to the proposed ordinance.  If a person decides to appeal 
any decision made by the Hendry County Commission with respect to any mat-
ter discussed at such meeting, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, 
and that, for such purpose, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based. 
A copy of the proposed ordinance is available for inspection on weekdays 

between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the Office of the County 
Attorney, 110 Broward Avenue, LaBelle, Florida. 
If you have a disability that will require special assistance or accommodation for 

your attendance at the meeting, please contact Hendry County Administration 
at (863) 675-5220; Hearing Impaired: Florida Relay 7-1-1; or e-mail keitha.
daniels@hendryfla.net.
Hendry County is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
Si necesita la assistencia de un interprete que hable espanol para partic-

ipar un esta reunion, por favor pongase en contacto con Myra Johnson 
al (863) 675-5240.
282140 CN/CB 8/23/2018

 Roofi ng  Roofi ng

Metal Roofs
Re-Roofs

Roof Repairs

Seamless Gutters
Soffit & Fascia
Free Estimates

Lic# CCC037019
981 Cowboy Circle

Office (863)675-7045
Fax (863)612-1158

Lic#CCC1325950 Office: (863) 675-7045
1050 Commerce Dr. Suite B. Fax (863) 612-1158

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF BELLE GLADE WILL ACCEPT 
BIDS FOR THE LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY.  APPROXIMATELY 15+ ACRES 
LOCATED JUST SOUTH OF OKEECHOBEE CENTER, BELLE GLADE, FLORIDA 
IN SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 44 SOUTH, RANGE 37, PALM BEACH COUNTY.

ALL DETAILS AND SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE OBTAINED  AT THE AUTHORI-
TY’S ADMINISTRATION OFFICE IN OSCEOLA CENTER, 1204 N W AVENUE L 
TERRACE, BELLE GLADE, FL.  

ALL BIDS SHOULD BE SEALED AND CLEARLY MARKED AND MUST BE DE-
LIVERED TO THE AUTHORITY’S OFFICE NO LATER THAN 12:00 NOON ON 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2018.

THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF BELLE GLADE RESERVES THE 
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY IRREGULARITIES 
THEREIN.
282034 SUN 8/23/2018

 Public Notice 

HENDRY REGIONAL 
MEDICAL CENTER
Clewiston, Florida

Notice to Public

The Hendry County Hospital Authori-
ty Board of Trustees will conduct their 
monthly Board meeting on Tuesday, 
September 4th, 2018 at 3:00 PM in the 
Conference Room at Hendry Regional 
Convenient Care Center, 450 S. Main 
Street, LaBelle, Florida 33935.  
282163 CN 8/23/2018

 Public Notice 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: 
TIMS TOWING & RECOVERY gives 

Notice of Foreclosure of Lien and intent 
to sell these vehicles on 09/07/2018, 
10:00 am at 74 S INDUSTRIAL LOOP 
LABELLE, FL 33935, pursuant to sub-
section 713.78 of the Florida Statutes. 
TIMS TOWING & RECOVERY reserves 
the right to accept or reject any and/
or all bids.

1G1JC1245T7288720 
1996 CHEVROLET  

1N4AL11D13C114570 
2003 NISSAN  

3FCMF53G7RJB12294
1994 FORD

282131 CN 8/23/2018

 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR   
GLADES  COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2018-CP-000008

 
IN RE: ESTATE OF
   IRVING L. BAKER
      Deceased.
 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of 
Irving L. Baker,  deceased, whose date 
of death was December 2nd, 2017,  is 
pending in the Circuit Court for Glades 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the 
address of which is 500 Avenue J 
#102, Moore Haven, Florida 33471
The names and addresses of the per-

sonal representative and the personal 
representative’s attorney are set forth 
below.
All creditors of the decedent and oth-

er persons having claims or demands 
against  decedent’s  estate on  whom  
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS  
NOTICE  OR  30  DAYS  AFTER  THE 
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent 

and other persons having  claims  or  
demands  against  decedent’s  estate  
must file their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORI-
DA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 

PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM  FILED  TWO (2)  YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE 
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this no-

tice is  August 16th, 2018.
Personal Representative:

Thomas E. Baker
18841 E. Water Drive

Unit D
Aurora, CO 80013

 
ROBERTO P. CELAYA   

SHEEHAN &  CELAYA, P.A.
Attorneys for Personal Representative 

300 DAL HALL BLVD.  
LAKE PLACID, FL 33852 
By: ROBERTO P. CELAYA
FloridaBarNo. 20769
Emaiil Addresses:
roberto @scjuris. com
278184 GCD 8/16,23/2018
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 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR   
GLADES  COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2018-CP-000008

 
IN RE: ESTATE OF
   IRVING L. BAKER
      Deceased.
 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of 
Irving L. Baker,  deceased, whose date 
of death was December 2nd, 2017,  is 
pending in the Circuit Court for Glades 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the 
address of which is 500 Avenue J 
#102, Moore Haven, Florida 33471
The names and addresses of the per-

sonal representative and the personal 
representative’s attorney are set forth 
below.
All creditors of the decedent and oth-

er persons having claims or demands 
against  decedent’s  estate on  whom  
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS  
NOTICE  OR  30  DAYS  AFTER  THE 
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent 

and other persons having  claims  or  
demands  against  decedent’s  estate  
must file their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORI-
DA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 

PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM  FILED  TWO (2)  YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE 
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this no-

tice is  August 16th, 2018.
Personal Representative:

Thomas E. Baker
18841 E. Water Drive

Unit D
Aurora, CO 80013

 
ROBERTO P. CELAYA   

SHEEHAN &  CELAYA, P.A.
Attorneys for Personal Representative 

300 DAL HALL BLVD.  
LAKE PLACID, FL 33852 
By: ROBERTO P. CELAYA
FloridaBarNo. 20769
Emaiil Addresses:
roberto @scjuris. com
278184 GCD 8/16,23/2018
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A Message from Clerk Bock

Free Do-It-Yourself Work-
shops help residents 
navigate the Palm Beach 
County courts

Navigating the legal system can be over-
whelming, especially when you are repre-
senting yourself in court.

At the Clerk and Comptroller’s Office, 
we offer free Do-It-Yourself Workshops on 
a variety of topics to help residents under-
stand and maneuver through the legal pro-
cess in Palm Beach County.

The workshops are given on the first 
Wednesday of each month at the main 
courthouse in downtown West Palm Beach 
and at various branch courthouse locations. 
They cover a number of important legal 
subjects, including divorce, small claims, 
homeowner and condo association laws, 
landlord/tenant disputes and evictions, and 
child support payments.

A list of upcoming workshops is posted 
on our website, www.mypalmbeachclerk.
com/selfservicecenter.

For those who are unable to attend in 
person, videos from previous DIY work-
shops are available on my office’s YouTube 
channel, www.youtube.com/clerkpbc.

The workshops are one of the many 
tools offered by our Self-Service Centers to 
help guide residents through Palm Beach 
County courts. The centers provide resourc-

es residents need to represent themselves, 
offering access to computers, legal forms, 
notary, copy and fax services, a video relay 
system to assist hearing-impaired custom-
ers, and community resource referrals for 
legal, mediation, counseling, and elder and 
social services.

Self-Service Centers are located at the 
main courthouse and all branch court-
house locations and are open from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Free assistance with the preparation of 
certain court documents is available by 
appointment at our Self-Service Centers 
in West Palm Beach, Palm Beach Gardens 
and Delray Beach. Clerk employees at these 
locations serve as navigators, assisting 
with the completion of court documents 
and providing procedural information for 
most family law and county civil actions. To 
schedule an appointment with a navigator, 
please call 561-355-7048.

These free tools are a tremendous re-
source for the public — and one of the 
many ways my office works to provide 
world-class service to Palm Beach County 
residents each day.

Learn more about our Self Service Cen-
ters, or register for an upcoming DIY work-
shop, by visiting www.mypalmbeachclerk.
com/selfservicecenter.

Warm regards,
Sharon R. Bock
Clerk & comptroller, Palm Beach County

Property Appraiser’s Office mails property tax notices 
Special to The Sun

WEST PALM BEACH — The Palm Beach 
County Property Appraiser’s Office mailed 
the Proposed Notices of Property Taxes to 
all property owners in the county Aug. 20. 
The number of notices sent: 659,186 (real 
property, personal property and centrally 
assessed property).

The notice, which is not a bill, informs 
taxpayers which governmental entity is 
responsible for the taxes levied and the 
amount of tax liability owed to each taxing 
entity. It also provides the market, assessed, 
and taxable values of your property, plus in-
formation about qualified exemptions and 
assessment caps.

In addition, the TRIM notice lists details 
on public hearings for discussion of the pro-
posed budgets of each taxing authority. For 
specific questions regarding proposed tax-
es, there will be contact numbers for each 
taxing authority, on the proposed notice.

For questions regarding proposed values 
or exemptions, contact numbers for the 
Property Appraiser’s Office are also shown 
on the notice.

Due to some of the complexities in the 
proposed notice, questions may arise for 
property owners. The Property Appraiser’s 
Office is made up of 250 experienced, pro-
fessional, and diverse staff members. Fluent 
in 18 languages, the organization is dedicat-

ed to providing exceptional customer ser-
vice to all taxpayers and has five offices con-
veniently located throughout the county.

If a property owner disagrees with the 
value, classification or exemption status on 
the TRIM notice, he or she may contact the 
office at 561-355-3230. Employees of the 
Property Appraiser’s Office are committed 
to assessing property values in a fair and 

accurate manner. If there’s no agreement 
between a property owner and the office’s 
determination of the value, he or she may 
file a petition with the Palm Beach County 
Value Adjustment Board.

According to Florida law, the value peti-
tion filing period begins when the proposed 
notices are sent and ends 25 days later. This 
year’s deadline to file a petition is Sept. 14.

School board member 
receives award  
Special to The Sun

WEST PALM BEACH — Palm Beach 
County School Board member Erica Whit-
field was honored last month as the 2018 
recipient of the Compass Leadership Award. 
Compass, an organization that promotes 
awareness for the lesbian/gay/bisexual/
transgender community, based in Lake 
Worth, gives the award to recognize the 
achievements of elected and appointed 
officials who display the highest level of 
commitment and long-established record 
of leadership in social justice embodied by 
Compass’ mission.

“Celebrating the diversity of the students 
in our schools and people of our community 
is something that is close to my heart,” said 
Ms. Whitfield. “It is important to me that as 
a District we show compassion and provide 
support for our LGBTQ students and staff.”

Ms. Whitfield strongly supported the de-
velopment of District-wide “We’re All In” 
initiative that provides resources to teachers 
and District staff who can assist students 
when they are facing issues with bullying as 
well as LGBTQ+ students. Through this CDC 
grant-funded project, those employees who 
are willing to provide support and guidance 
to students wear a “We’re All In” multi-col-
ored badge indicating that they are a ‘safe 
haven’ where students may seek help.

Additionally, the initiative and grant 
helped create distribute the District’s Crit-
ical Support Guide to every school and of-
fices throughout Palm Beach County. The 
guide serves as a reference to community 
programs, District policies pertaining to 

LGBTQ+ students, resources for teachers 
and staff to better understand the students’ 
needs and where to guide students for fur-
ther support.

Ms. Whitfield was celebrated at Com-
pass’s 17th annual Stonewall Ball at the 
Harriet Himmel Theatre. Ms. Whitfield has 
served as the School Board member for Dis-
trict 4 since 2014.

Photo courtesy of Wanesco Images and 
Compass

Julie Seaver, executive director of 
Compass (left), presents the award to 
School Board member Erica Whitfield 
(right).
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