
continue learning Tae Kwon Do. 
The children seem amazed when Master Joe, 

one of their instructors, takes a moment of class 
time to demonstrate a technique that they’ve only 
seen on TV. Graduation day was no different. Stu-
dents watched as Master Joe (Jose Alcazar) broke 
what appeared to be four boards with his head, 
and kicked boards held by assistants—two at 
chest level and one at head level. The event ended 
when parents were given the honor of replacing 
their child’s white belt that symbolized innocence 
with the yellow belt. 

Master Joe explains the program as extending 
beyond simply sports.

Children are not taught to fi ght; they are taught 
lessons that are to be applied to every aspect of 
their lives and techniques that can be used to de-
fend themselves if needed, he said. Before each 
class begins, students bow to the fl ags, parents, 
and instructor; this teaches them respect for their 
country, parents, and authority fi gures. 

They recite the student creed, “I am proud 
to practice the martial art of Tae Kwon Do. I will 
practice the fi ve qualities of a grand champion in 
my daily life: honesty, knowledge, perseverance, 
attitude, humility. T.K.A: Dedicated to a better fu-
ture for America.”

With limited activities available to school-aged 
children, the course is a positive one.

Many parents have reported great changes in 
their children since beginning the program three 
months ago. 

Nearly every parent interviewed for this article 
stated that their child has lost weight, is more fl ex-
ible, physically active, and remains excited to be 

in Tae Kwon Do with their friends. One parent 
said her children asked to skip the family vacation 
because they did not want to miss any classes.

The role model that the instructors have be-
come to the children was another popular benefi t 
spoken of by parents. 

Emilio and Michelle Montalvo state that their 
seven-year-old daughter, Gabriella, takes each 
of the fi ve qualities to heart and makes an effort 
each day to abide by each one. One parent stated 
that her children argue over whose turn it is to 
pretend they are Master Joe. 

Christian Frias said that her daughter was 
extremely excited when she was able to break 
a board using her hand. Jesse Garcia’s son has 
become more obedient and more honest. Olga 

Flores’ son, Carlos, is 
more helpful and has a better attitude towards his 
siblings. 

The instructors have also notice great per-
sonal growth in their students; improved grades, 
attitudes, and alertness in defending themselves 
in school and in class are some of the changes 
noted.  When many of the children began the 
TKD program, they would cry or “tap out” in 
sparring sessions -- now the children wrestle until 
the whistle blows, signaling the end of the fi ght. 

Sparring partners are often mismatched ac-
cording to size and gender to maximize each 
student’s opportunity to learn self-defense tech-
niques. 

Each sparring classes ends with reinforcement 
to not give up a fi ght even though an opponent is 

bigger or older, the argument being that one day 
their lives may depend on it and they will have 
no control over their opponent’s size or age on 
the street. TKA has been in business for 14 years 
but recently decided to come to Belle Glade af-
ter many parents spoke to the instructors about 
the great need an outlet for the children in the 
Glades. 

The parents explained that the children’s only 
option was staying home with nothing to do and 
that they wanted something that offered physical 
activity and motivation. 

The excitement in the eyes of the children 
seemed to reinforce that.
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Guidance Counselors, for a very successful Ca-
reer Week. The students received valuable infor-
mation from many community members who 
gave some of their time to present their vari-
ous careers to our students. The students also 
enjoyed “Vehicle Day” and the opportunity to 
“Dress up as a Professional.” 

Upcoming Events
•May 28: Holiday 
•May 29: Parents are A+ at 12 p.m. 
•June 7: Last day of school for students

Rosenwald Elementary 
June Jubilee
It is1951. Harry S. Truman is President of the 

United States. Fuller Warren is the Governor of 
Florida, and the fi rst state sales tax is passed dur-
ing his administration. Most families do not own 
television sets, but AM radio stations are broad-
casting hits by Louis Armstrong, Nat King Cole, 
and Elvis Presley. 

A gallon of gas costs 20 cents, and you can 
buy a 6-pack of Coca Cola at the supermarket for 
37 cents. It is during this year that Rosenwald El-
ementary School is built in South Bay to provide 
a facility for educating the children of the hard-

working farm laborers of the far western reaches 
of Palm Beach County.

Fast-forward to 2012. In 61 years many things 
have changed dramatically, but Rosenwald is 
still a community school focused on providing 
the best possible education for the children of 
South Bay. 

Many of those children have heard their par-
ents and grandparents talk about when they 
themselves walked the school’s open corridors 
and sat in the same classrooms. 

Those parents and grandparents also empha-
size an important lesson they were taught—that 
you can do almost anything you want to do in 
life if you make the most of your educational op-
portunities. 

Rosenwald’s original buildings are still in 
use, although some have been repurposed; and 
newer buildings have been added to the campus 
over the years. 

Thanks to an outpouring of support from the 
entire Glades community, however, construction 
will begin this fall on a new school. The Rosen-
wald family, and all the residents of South Bay, 
are eagerly looking forward to the day when they 
will be able to move into their modern, state-of-
the-art, enclosed school facility. 

In order to honor the accomplishments of the 
past 6 decades and celebrate the bright hope of 
the future, the Rosenwald staff and students will 
be presenting a Fabulous Fifties June Jubilee pro-
gram at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, June 1. 

The program will feature student perfor-
mances by each grade level; recognition of 
former administrators, staff members, and stu-
dents; and a display of students’ math, language 

arts, and science projects. The community is cor-
dially invited to come and share in the festivities 
to mark this historic event on the Glades’ oldest 
existing school campus.

Pahokee Elementary School
Summer Camp is open to community youth 

in grades K-5. Camp will run for 9 weeks Monday 
through Friday beginning on June 12 and end on 
August 10. The camp features three sessions 
daily.

Campers will be offered:
•Reading and math, computer access, and 

social skills
•A variety of clubs that youth may choose 

from which in-
cludes Hip Hop 
Dance, Game 
Lounge, Cooking 
with Kids, Arts 
and Crafts, Sports, 
and Recreation

•Field trips 
to water parks, 
skating, mov-
ies, bowling, and 
much more

Breakfast, lunch and a snack will be provided 
daily. 

The summer ends with a showcase in which 
the youth performs and displays their work, proj-
ects and art.

Families must have a subsidized child care 
scholarship through Family Center, Inc.
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Master Gil speaking to the students’ friends and family.
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Master Joe watching as the Little Tigers class performs the fi rst form 
they learned.


