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The Civil War ended in 1865. But it wasn’t un-
til 1997 that the last shot of that war was fi red. In 
1997, two young boys playing around with their 
new metal detector came across a live shell that 
dated back to the Civil War. 

The police came and exploded 
the shell, in many ways making it 
the last shell fi red from the Civil 
War. It’s pretty amazing that years 
after the end of a war, its weapons 
could still be alive and capable of 
destruction. Yet that seems to be 
the nature of war: its effects linger 
on in the lives of people and na-
tions for many generations.

Most of us can recall the World 
War II photo of fi ve Marines rais-
ing an American fl ag on the island 
of Iwo Jima. The man in the center 
of the photo was John Bradley. Al-
though Bradley won the Navy Cross for saving a 
fellow soldier’s life, he preferred not to talk about 
the war and refused to accept any hero worship 
that others tried to force on him. One of the few 
comments Bradley ever made about the war, he 
made to his young son in response to a remark 
about heroism: “The real heroes of Iwo Jima are 

the guys who didn’t come back.”
This weekend, we honor those men and 

women who didn’t come back. The ones who, 
in President Abraham Lincoln’s words in the Get-
tysburg Address, “gave the last, full measure of 
devotion.” When we refl ect on the honor and 
heroism of our soldiers, we are confronted with 
the sacrifi ces they made, as well as our response 
to those sacrifi ces. 

The whole concept of anyone making sacri-
fi ces for us, much less dying for us, sometimes 

makes us uneasy. Confronting their 
heroism forces us to stop and ex-
amine our own lives. Why did they 
do what they did? What cause is 
worth dying for? Would we be will-
ing to do the same?

Celebrities are people who 
make news. Heroes are people 
who make history. The qualities of 
heroism are eternal--self-sacrifi ce, 
courage, honor, duty. 

A man who served in the Navy 
during World War II shared that one 
night he was running his transport 
across the Atlantic when he noticed 

the white trail of a torpedo coming toward him. 
His ship was fi lled with hundreds of soldiers, and 
the potential loss of life would have been dev-
astating. 

Nearby, a smaller ship had also seen the tor-
pedo coming. The captain of the smaller vessel 
maneuvered his ship between the transport and 

the torpedo. The explosion destroyed his ship, 
killing all those on board. 

The man who told this story ended it by say-
ing, “The skipper of that other ship was my best 
friend.” Slowly, he remarked, “You know, there 
is a verse in the Bible which has special mean-
ing for me now. It is this: Greater love has no 
one than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends.” 

What kind of love would give itself up for an-
other? What kind of love would be willing to die 
for you and me? It’s the love that Jesus demon-
strated to show us how much we mean to God. 
It’s the love we celebrate today in the example 

of those soldiers who gave their lives for our 
freedom. In India there is a cemetery where the 
bodies of American soldiers are buried. Over the 
entrance to the cemetery are these words: “Tell 
Them We Gave Our Todays for Their Tomor-
rows.” 

Let’s never forget that our tomorrows were 
bought with a price. Someone had to pay with 
their lives, so that we might be free today. 

There is no way we can suffi ciently say, 
“Thank you.” In the revised words of the hymn, 
The Battle Hymn of the Republic, “As He died 
to make men holy, let us live to make men free, 
God’s truth is marching on.
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Highway 721 west of Lake Okeechobee on the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation

Must be 18years old to play Bingo. See Bingo Hall for complete 
details. See Player’s Club for complete details. Must be at least 
21 years old and a Seminole Player’s Club member to participate. 
Management reserves all rights. Person who have been 
trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those 
who have opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. 
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call  
1.888.ADMIT.IT.

17735 Reservation Road
Okeechobee, FL 34974

1.800.360.9875
seminolebrightoncasino.com

NEW NON-SMOKING SLOT AREA!

Like us 
on Facebook

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
is Packed with

BIG WINS!
Plus $23,000 in Jackpot Games, includes two 

$5,000 Must Go Jackpots! 

MONDAY, MAY 28  2PM

$70 Buy In / $75 Computer
Regular Games pay $750

$10,000 CAASHH IS UUP FFOR GRAABSS, 
$100 DOLLLAARSS AT A TIME!!

Come playy on MMemmooriall Dayy andd get reaaddy
too be oone oof 100 Wiinnerrs!

MONDAY, MAY 28  10AM - 7PMMONDAYAA MAY 28AA 10AM 7PM

$10,000 
MEMORIAL DAY GIVEAWAY

BRIGHTON 
SEMINOLE 

CASINO

Serving all of Hendry County...

Heidi Kunstman, MD
Board Certified Pediatrician

We are accepting new patients at our
LaBelle Medical Office -  930 South Main St.

(Next to the Winn-Dixie grocery store)
For an appointment call... (863) 675-0160

Medicaid, Medipass, Florida KidCare and most private insurances accepted.
Patients with or without insurance seen. Discounted fees available.
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More than two hundred students from the 
school district of Palm Beach County Schools will 
participate in the NFL Greats, past and present 
fund-raisers on June 14-16, 2012. Students that 
attend Palm Beach Gardens Community High, 
Suncoast Community High, William T. Dwyer 
High, Glades Central Community High, Pahokee 
Middle/Senior High, and Inlet Grove Community 
High will all be present at the event.

NFL players Abe Elam of the Dallas Cow-
boys, Anquan Boldin of the Baltimore Ravens, 
and the Jacksonville Jaguars’ Fred Taylor will 
headline the Youth Recreation Association’s an-
nual NFL weekend gala June 14-16.

The proceeds from the event will benefi t the 
non-profi t Youth Recreation Association of Palm 
Beach County and its athletic programming 
across the county.

The relationship that Youth Recreation As-
sociation has with NFL stars, past and present, 
is legendary and nearly 50 years in the making. 
Youth Recreation Association Athletic Director 
and Founder Dan Calloway began the organi-
zation in 1965 while working with the Riviera 
Beach parks department, meeting young ath-
letes who had the skills and drive to go all the 
way, but no money to help make it possible.

Mr. Calloway began a fundraising effort that 
helped Lemar Parrish make it to Lincoln Univer-

sity, for example, and Anthony Carter to Univer-
sity of Michigan. Now, Calloway works with his 
former recruits to help others. Mr. Calloway said, 
“Athletes in the past should have done more for 
the kids in their community as it relates to teach-
ing the young kids respect and the fundamen-
tals of life as well as self discipline as a means of 
helping produce productive citizens.”

A star-studded football camp for young 
players aged 8 to 18, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 14 at Cardinal Newman High 
School’s football fi eld. Mr. Elam is a graduate of 
the school. The camp is free and open to the 
public and will feature mentoring, training and 
coaching by NFL giants including Anthony Cart-
er, Lemar Parrish, and Ottis Anderson.

On June 15, the Youth Recreation Associa-
tion will host a golf tournament at Abacoa Golf 
Club in Jupiter. The day starts with lunch at noon 
followed by a scramble at 1 p.m. Participation is 
limited to 30 teams; cost is $200 per person or 
$800 per four-member team.

Finally, on June 16, an awards and recogni-
tion dinner will be held at 6 p.m. at The Max M. 
Fisher Boys & Girls Club of Riviera Beach, also 
known as the “The Max.” Cost is $50 per per-
son; tables of 10 are $500.

For more information please contact Athletic 
Director Dan Calloway at 561-531-9184.

Students from Palm 
Beach County Schools 

Participate in NFL Camp


