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The Red-headed Woodpecker is a strikingly 
tri-colored bird that is found in deciduous wood-
lands in the eastern United States. 

These birds are considered “near-threatened” 
because of the decline 
in their population over 
much of their breeding 
range. 

They are a partially 
migratory woodpeck-
er with a somewhat 
patchy distribution, 
but they are occasion-
ally reported living 
and breeding in inland 
Florida. 

The bright red hood that covers the entire 
head and neck of the adult Red-headed Wood-
pecker makes it easy to identify at rest or in 
fl ight. Adults have a black back, tail and wings 
with white underparts and white secondary 
wing feathers. 

Juveniles have a gray-brown head and black 
bars on white secondary feathers. Immature 
birds will have some red in the head. Their call 
is a loud “tchur-tchur”.

Red-headed Woodpeckers nest in dead trees 
or dead branches, preferring well-weathered 
snags in pastures and open woods, as well as 
parks and open urban and rural habitats. 

These birds will move into areas where land 
has been recently burned or cleared. They will 
attack other birds to keep them out of their terri-
tory and are known to remove the eggs of other 
species from nests and nest boxes. 

Red-headed Woodpeckers will store food 
and is the only woodpecker species known to 
cover stored food with wood or bark. Insects and 
seeds are hidden in cracks in wood, under bark, 
in fence posts and under roof shingles. 

They have a habit of perching on a branch, 
“hawking” for insects which they catch in fl ight 
or on roadways. These birds will occasionally 

visit bird feeders.
Nesting occurs annually from May to Sep-

tember where they normally raise one brood. 
The nesting cavity located fi ve to 80 feet above 
ground takes six to 17 days to excavate. 

Both parents incubate the four to seven white 
eggs, which hatch in 12 to 14 days. 

The young stay in the cavity, depending on 
their parents for food, until they fl edge at about 
25 days of age. 

For more information about the Red-headed 
Woodpecker and other Florida breeding bird visit 

“FWC’s Breeding Bird Atlas” at http://legacy.my-
fwc.com/bba/species.asp. 

For photos, calls and fun facts about birds go 
Cornell’s “All about Birds” at www.allaboutbirds.
org

You are invited to join Hendry-Glades Audu-
bon volunteers for birding trips to STA5 located 
20 miles south of Clewiston. 

For reservations for these free trips contact 
Margaret England at sta5birding@embarqmail.
com or call 863-674-0695 or 863-517-0202. 

Visit the HGAS website at www.hendryglade-

saudubon.org for the 2012-2013 STA5 schedule. 
Check for updates on the Hendry-Glades 

Audubon on Facebook page.
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Red-headed Woodpecker.
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Average retail gasoline prices in Florida 
have fallen 7.0 cents per gallon in the past 
week, averaging $3.53/g on Sunday. 

This compares with the national average 
that has fallen 2.8 cents per gallon in the last 
week to $3.70/g. 

Including the change in gas prices in Florida 
during the past week, prices Sunday were 27.4 
cents per gallon lower than the same day one 
year ago and are 33.7 cents per gallon lower 
than a month ago. The national average has 
decreased 15.1 cents per gallon during the last 
month and stands 13.7 cents per gallon lower 
than this day one year ago. 

“With Memorial Day a week away, it’s time 
to put to bed an old myth that gasoline prices 
rise ahead of a major holiday,” said GasBuddy.
com Senior Petroleum Analyst Patrick DeHaan. 
“Average gasoline prices will likely continue to 
decline in the days ahead of Memorial Day, but 
folks will still say come next year that prices 
went up over the weekend this year. It’s a sign 
of how sensitive motorists become to gasoline 
prices around the holidays, nothing more, and 
most of the time, the myth isn’t true. This year 
will be one of those years- unless you’re on the 
West Coast, prices have been slowly coming 
down,” DeHaan said.

Gas Price Update

A total of 1,009.35 pounds was recorded on 
Saturday, May 19, in Clewiston, Fla.

In Bass Busters Silver Division, 47 Teams 
fi shed, and 38 Teams Weighed in Bass.

The average fi sh weighed in at 3.84 pounds. 
The First Place Team was: Axel Riley and 

Thomas Littich of Cape Coral Flippin Reed 
Heads; Total weight was 34.04 lbs.

Second Place Team: Mike Keyso and Wes 
Wyldman; Total weight was 33.81 lbs after dead 
fi sh penalty (would have been 34.06 lbs).

Third Place Team: Jared McMillan and Du-
ran Locke; Total weight was 31.31 lbs (in boat 
number 31).

Fourth Place Team: Ryan Eckman and Papo 
Rojas; Total weight was 30.89 lbs.

Fifth Place Team: (TIE) Ken Fitton and Mark 
Brader; Total weight was 28.37 lbs. Austin and 
Cross; Total weight was 28.37 lbs.

May Team Standings 2012 Silver Place
TOTAL

1. Allen Walls and Andy Matusevich 1315.9
2. Durand Locke and Josh Bright 1273.3
3. Alex Picos and Rene Gonzalez 932.5
4. Howard Kleman and John Baker 915.7
5. Capt. Andy Riley and Mike Pesaturo 896.5

And on Sunday May 20, Bass Busters Gold 
Division:  21 Boats Fished, 14 Boats weighed in 
Bass. The average fi sh weighed in 4.45 pounds.

First Place Team: Chris and Matt Jerdan of 
Cape Coral Flippin Reed Heads; Total weight of 
31.41 lbs.

Second Place Team: Jimmy Wrabel and 
Nelson Urritta of Princeton, FL; Total weight of 
30.67 lbs.

Third Place Team: Axel Riley and Thomas 
Littich of Cape Coral 30.05 lbs (total of 64.10 lbs 
for the weekend).

Fourth Place Team: Tony Bennett; Total 
Weight of 29.31 lbs.

Fifth Place Team: Jeff Ledroux and Nick 
Mazzei; Total Weight of 28.09 lbs.

Bass Busters May 
Tournaments Recaps


