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TEENS WORK 
TO FUND 
GOLF CART

Active teens work toward 
replacing park golf cart that 
caught fire months ago.
 story on Page 5.
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 MOBILE SERVICES
 Health Screenings • Flu Shots • Sick Visits • Immunizations

 Call for information!

 NOW OFFERING MOBILE HEALTHCARE
 Mobile Medical Unit 
 Monthly Schedule

 September 26:  Kids Central, Wildwood

 Call for more information!
 Medicare, Medicaid and Most Insurance Accepted  • No Insurance?  We offer sliding scale for those wh o qualify!

 SERVING SUMTER, CITRUS AND MARION COUNTIES
 Sumter County  Citrus County  Marion County
 (352) 793-5900  (352) 419-5760  (352) 680-7000

 www.langleymedicalcenter.com
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Help still 
needed to 
save home

Militello keeps his seat

Couple building on history for future

Sumter County judge earns support of local voters in Aug. 28 election

Brenda LockLear
Times editor

Donations to help Grant 
Grogan and his roommates 
have slowed down in re-
cent weeks, leaving the 
residents still in jeopardy 
of losing their group home.

The four-person home 
met up with a financial 
shortfall when one of the 
four residents passed 
away at the end of last 
year.

They went months, wait-
ing for the state to fill the 
empty bed, during which 
time, they were short the 
income from a fourth 
resident.

The house has been run-
ning at a deficit in funding 
- aside from needing a new 
roof. While the roof has 
been pledged by the Wild-
wood Rotary Club and 
hundreds of dollars have 
come in to help sustain the 

See HELP/Page 18

Grant Grogan

Brenda LockLear
Times editor

Sumter County Judge Paul Mi-
litello will keep his position, 
earning the support of local vot-
ers in the Aug. 28 election.

Militello earned 20,610 votes 
to challenger Ed Lynum’s 11,555 
in the Tuesday election.

“I am overwhelmed at the 
support that the community has 
shown me the elections,” he said 
of his win.

“You know, it’s like any job, 
when you work hard, it’s nice to 
be appreciated by the people 
you work for,” he said.

Militello has been serving the 
county for the past two years 
and said it is something that has 
“been an honor.”

He was originally appointed 
to the bench in February 2016, 
to replace retiring Judge 
Thomas Skidmore. 

“I’m thankful that the people 
have shown me their support. I 
look forward to serving the won-
derfull people of Sumter 
County.”

“I’m excited to be able to keep 
doing the job.”

Militello grew up in Brooks-
ville, just south of Sumter 
County.  He was a member of 
FFA and in 1979, won a regional 
saw timber estimation contest 
which took place in Sumter 
County.  The award, which hung 
in his office during his legal ca-
reer, now hangs in his Judicial 
chambers.  Militello says FFA 
taught him that good character 
and a strong work ethic are es-
sential for success.   

After graduating from the 
University of Florida with his 
law degree in 1992, Militello re-
turned to Brooksville as a prose-
cutor for the circuit. 

He was promoted to a felony 
caseload after six months and 
served in that capacity for the 
next four years.

In 1997, he opened a private 
practice until he was appointed 
as judge.

During that time, he also 
worked as an instructor at the 
law enforcement academy and 
volunteer with Sumter’s Teen 
Court.  

Militello remembers the day 

See MILITELLO/Page 2

By Martin SteeLe
Staff writer

Visitors and shoppers 
might find some of Flori-
da’s “off the beaten path” 
small towns sometimes 
have some unexpected, 
yet pleasing surprises.

In Coleman, it’s right 
there by the town’s sole 
traffic light, at the nine-
ty-degree turn in U.S. 
301. The owners call it 
Coleman Crossing.

Early this year, Jenny 
and Stanley Stubbs, who 
developed the distinct 
Decades Home Décor 
Store in Wildwood about 
14 years ago, set out on a 
new venture. They ac-
quired the old store 
building at 100 S. Com-
mercial Street in Cole-
man that was for years 
the late Bobby Caruthers’ 
antique store.

On the front side, 
they’ve turned Caruthers’ 
old store into a show-
room of distinctive, high-
end – yet affordable 
– home décor items. But, 
that’s just the part that’s 
obvious from the street. 
Behind the store, 
Caruthers, over time, 
had assembled a 

collection of old build-
ings. from local commu-
nities and other parts of 
the state, to create a “his-
toric village.”

Mrs. Stubbs stopped in 

one day, many months 
ago, and was enchanted 
by what she found.

“I saw St. Augustine 
out here,” she said of the 
cluster of old, weathered 

structures, noting that it 
reminded her of the 
buildings lining the nar-
row streets of the nation’s 
oldest city.

As a ninth-generation 

Floridian of Menorcan 
heritage, her roots go 
way back in that historic 
city. Her ancestors were 

Sumter County Judge Paul Militello

MARTIN STEELE/Sumter County Times
Stanley and Jenny Stubbs are shown on the steps of the old Sopchoppy post office building that is part of the 
historic village they acquired in Coleman.

See COUPLE/Page 13

Sumter General 
Election candidates

Correction:
When voters head to the polls 

for the Nov. 6 General Election, 
Coleman voters will have to de-
cide between Audy Harris and 
Mary Bigham for Seat 2. Charles 
Felton in Seat 4 and Milton Hill as 
mayor are unopposed.

In Wildwood, incumbent Ed 
Wolf is being challenged by Jay 
Turner; Marco Flores and Derrell 

See ELECTION/Page 18

Special to the Times

Adamsville military vet-
eran, James Dyals, barely es-
caped with his life last 
Wednesday, Aug. 29, when a 
massive oak tree uprooted 
during a severe storm and fell 
onto the mobile home he was 
renting.

“The Good Lord was watch-
ing over me,” said Dyals.

“He gave me the mind of 
what to do to protect myself. I 

heard the storm picking up 
and I could hear the tree 
cracking outside. I pulled the 
couch pillows onto the floor, 
got on them and then pulled 
the couch over me.”

The gigantic, 75-foot-tall 
tree fell and crushed almost 
two-thirds of the mobile 
home with the heaviest part 
of the trunk falling on the 
room where Dyals took cover.

“I had to push my way out 
from under the couch and I 

began to crawl toward the 
back door of the trailer,” he 
says. “I could hear my wife 
and daughter-in-law yelling 
from outside and I was trying 
to get to them. It was pitch 
black in the hallway and I 
had to feel my way through 
broken boards and nails. 
When I got to the back door, I 
kicked my way out.”

Dyals, who suffers from  
severe diabetes and heart 

Man survives tree falling on house

See SURVIVES/Page 2
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 CARPET DEPOT
 & MORE

 CARPET DEPOT CARPET DEPOT
 & MORE & MORE

 More Than Just A Flooring Store
 Carpet • Hardwood • Laminates • Vinyl • Tile

 Blinds • Binding • Remnants

 State Certified Minority Business
 303 N. Market St., Bushnell

 793-4003   Fax 793-1437
 www.carpetdopotfl.com 000U0D6
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 I’ll beat anyone’s prices and respond within 24 hours.

 Call 352-432-2212

 I LOVE TO 
 FIX BLINDS
 Verticals, honeycombs, 

 solar, etc.
 Manual or motorized.

 BLIND REPAIR

 C ARES C ARES
 C ENTER C ENTER

 Surgery Day
 Tues., & Thurs.

 8:00  AM   - 3:00  PM
 (By Appointment)

 A non-profit organization

 WELLNESS CLINIC (352-793-1523)
 CHECK-UPS ON YOUR PET

 LOW COST  SPAY-NEUTER CL IN IC
 (352) 568-9994

 Shot Clinic
 Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs.

 10:00  AM   - 2:30  PM
 (No Appointment Necessary)

 Please
 Spay  o r Neuter 

 Your Pet!

 Mon., Wed. & Thur.
  By Appt. Only

 735 E. C 470, Lk. Panasoffkee 
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 Office  352-569-9184
 Fax  352-569-9183
 Joe.capporelli@ceteraadvisors.com
 CapporelliFinancialServices.com

 Joseph Capporelli
 FINANCIAL ADVISOR
 15 S. Market Blvd.

 Webster, Florida 33597

 Securities and advisory services are offered through Cetera Advisors LLC,
 Member FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.

 S T O R A G E  S H E D S
 FINANCING & LEASE TO OWN
 S T O R A G E  S H E D S S T O R A G E  S H E D S
 FINANCING & LEASE TO OWN FINANCING & LEASE TO OWN

 •  Lowest Prices Guaranteed •  Lowest Prices Guaranteed
 •  Highest Quality   • Large Inventory •  Highest Quality   • Large Inventory
 •  Free Professional Delivery And Setup •  Free Professional Delivery And Setup
 •  Next Day Delivery  •  Next Day Delivery 

 Available On All  Available On All 
 In-stock Sheds In-stock Sheds
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 OUTER IMAGE , Inc. OUTER IMAGE , Inc. OUTER IMAGE , Inc.
 Mon.-Fri.

 8-5

 Just North of Bushnell on the “Sweeping Curve”
 3300 Hwy. 301 Bushnell

 (352) 793-6179

 Happy Customers Since 2006 Happy Customers Since 2006
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 www.equineop.com
 www. prostheticsresearch.com

 QUALITY CARE BY CERTIFIED AND 
 LICENSED PROFESSIONALS FOR PEOPLE 

 AND ANIMALS
 Prosthetics • Orthotics • Canes • Walkers 

 Crutches • Compression Hose • Braces • Etc.

 720 E Southland Ave, Bushnell, FL 33513  •   352-793-4477

 PROSTHETICS  and Equine Orthotics
 &  Prosthetics

 Residential Cleaning
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 (352) 229-7011
 Beth Lovett - Owner

 TODAY!
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{ 352.444.2720 }
Ruby McGeehan  |  Attorney at Law

138 Bushnell Plaza Suite 301, Bushnell, Florida 33513

Proudly Serving: Sumter, 
Citrus and Hernando Counties.

Defending Your Best Interest
Criminal Law
Family Law
Juvenile Law
Traffic Court
Evictions

McGeehan Law, PLLC
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Call Mike
793-2161

he got the call from Governor Rick Scott 
on February 4th, 2016.  “I had heard that 
if you got the position, the Governor typ-
ically called you from his cell phone 
which had a South Florida area code; 
when I call a call on my cell phone like 
that I got a lump in my throat and an-
swered the phone.”  

It was Florida Gov. Rick Scott, calling 
to tell Militello he had the appointment.

Militello notes he spends time in the 
community as often as possible, 

speaking at adult and teen citizen acad-
emies and monthly new resident 
meetings. 

He enjoys educating folks about the 
court system. “I warn them about com-
mon pitfalls to help them stay out of 
Court.”

Militello established a Veteran’s 
Treatment Court as well as a Drug Court, 
the first of its kind in Sumter County.  
That’s an accomplishment of which he’s 
particularly proud.   “Our Veterans in-
vested basically part or all of their lives 
protecting our form of government, we 
(the court system) owe it to them to serve 
our Veterans and our Community the 
best that we can.” 

MILITELLO
Continued from Page 1

disease, then collapsed 
onto his front porch 
where family stayed by 
his side until an ambu-
lance arrived.

“I’m pretty bruised 
up… I have bruises on my 
legs and stomach, and I’m 
real sore,” he says. “They 
wanted to take me to the 
hospital, but I’m tired of 
doctors and hospitals. I 
figured I’d be just as well 
off at home, so I told them 
I didn’t want to go.

Neighbor Jim Gibson 
witnessed the tree fall on 
the singlewide mobile 
home, where Dyals lived 
with his wife, Joyce.

“The National Weather 
Service says it wasn’t a 
tornado, but it was be-
cause I saw it swirling 
around us,” Gibson said.

“I stepped outside just 
in time to see a neigh-
bor’s trampoline fall from 
the sky onto a power line, 
and then I turned and 
watched as the tree fell 
and crushed Dyals’ home. 
It’s a miracle that’s he’s 
alive. After witnessing 
Irma last year, I can tell 
you the winds were a lot 
stronger than anything 
we experienced during 
that entire hurricane.”

Emergency Manage-
ment responded quickly 
to the scene. Gibson said 
the ambulances, fire 
trucks and emergency 
personnel were in the 

neighborhood within five 
minutes of the first 911 
call.

David Casto, CEM, Di-
rector of Sumter County 
Emergency Management, 
said he was watching the 
storm on radar when the 
call came in.

“We responded imme-
diately when we got the 
call that a tree was down 
on a home,” he says. “The 
National Weather Service 
reported there were 
strong winds in the area 
but didn’t have any indi-
cation of a tornado.”

Casto said that Mr. 
Dyals was prepared to 
take cover and that’s vi-
tally important.

“Everyone should have 
a plan,” he says. “Florida 
has severe weather and 

everyone should be pre-
pared in case something 
like this occurs.”

Casto said that when he 
arrived, he was im-
pressed by what neigh-
bors had already done to 
assist  emergency 
personnel.

“Neighbors had helped 
affect the rescue of Mr. 
Dyals and many of them 
continued to check up on 
one another. Most people 
don’t realize how import-
ant this is to the response 
element,” he said.

“Neighbors are usually 
on scene before the emer-
gency team and that type 
of help is invaluable.”

Neighbors cleared the 
roads of tree limbs and 
debris, went door-to-door 
making sure other neigh-
bors were safe and made 
sure the Dyals family had 
a place to live in the com-
ing days.

Dyals voiced thanks to 

everyone who helped 
him, but one expression 
of thanks was particularly 
heartfelt.

“I thank the Lord,” he 

says. “I wouldn’t be here 
without Him. I know that 
He had His hand over me, 
protecting me the entire 
time.”

SURVIVES
Continued from Page 1

TERESA GIBSON/Special to the Times
Adamsville military veteran, James Dyals, barely escaped with his life last Wednesday, 
Aug. 29, when a massive oak tree uprooted during a severe storm and fell onto the mobile 
home he was renting.

TERESAsa GIBSON/Special to the Times
“I had to push my way out from under the couch and I 
began to crawl toward the back door of the trailer,” he 
says. “I could hear my wife and daughter-in-law yelling 
from outside and I was trying to get to them. It was pitch 
black in the hallway and I had to feel my way through 
broken boards and nails. When I got to the back door, I 
kicked my way out.”



Special to the Times

After a slow start, rain-
fall in August picked up 
and we’re now on pace to 
receive average or above 
average rainfall for the 
month, according to 
Southwest Florida Water 
Management District En-
gineer Mark Fulkerson. 
Add that to all the other 
rain we’ve gotten in 2018 
and we’re now about 
seven inches above aver-
age for the year.

Compared to last year, 
that’s 12 more inches of 
rain for January through 
August, Fulkerson noted 
in his monthly report on 
Lake Panasoffkee and the 
Withlacoochee River.

Average rainfall for the 
region – including Sumter, 
Lake, Citrus, Levy and 
Marion Counties – totaled 
47 inches for the Janu-
ary-August period. Last 
year, the rainfall for the 
same time period was 35 
inches. The historical 

average for those months 
is 40 inches.

The above average rain-
fall this year continues to 
fill Lake Panasoffkee, our 
regional groundwater sys-
tem (aquifer) and our re-
gion’s streams, according 
to Fulkerson. Measured 
flow into the lake from Lit-
tle Jones Creek and Shady 
Brook is currently about 
98 million gallons per day.

Lake Panasoffkee, with 
water at an elevation of 
40.7 feet (above mean sea 
level) is more than two 
feet higher than it was this 
time last year. By compari-
son, the lake peaked near 
an elevation of 41 feet 
after Hurricane Irma last 
year and it rose above 42 
feet from the 2004 hurri-
canes (Charley, Frances, 
Jeanne).

Flow out of the lake to 
the Withlacoochee River 
is nearly three and a half 
times greater than it was a 
year ago. “Lake levels will 
likely rise over the next 

few weeks as we continue 
through our rainy season,” 
Fulkerson stated.

In the meantime, higher 
rainfall in 2018 has also re-
sulted in higher river lev-
els and greater flows along 
the Withlacoochee River.

As river levels have 
risen this summer, the 
Wysong Structure has 
been incrementally low-
ered to ensure its opera-
tion does not cause any 
flooding upstream or in 
Lake Panasoffkee, accord-
ing to Fulkerson. For the 
past several weeks, the 
Wysong Structure has 
been fully lowered, and its 
presence is having no ef-
fect on water levels along 
the river or flows out of 
Lake Panasoffkee.

The Inglis Dam, which 
can impact river levels be-
tween Lake Rousseau and 
Dunnellon, is also open 
sending excess flow to the 
Gulf of Mexico. This struc-
ture has no effect on lake 
levels in Panasoffkee or 

river levels upstream from 
Dunnellon.

“Additional rainfall this 
year will continue to in-
crease river and lake lev-
els, so please take the 
necessary precautions to 
protect yourselves and 
your property,” Fulkerson 
wrote.

The National Weather 
Service forecasts river 
flooding at four locations 
along the Withlacoochee 
River (Trilby, Croom, 
Holder and Dunnellon). 
You can check on the 
NWS’s current predictions 
for the river at https://
www.weather.gov/serfc/, 
Fulkerson noted. “I recom-
mend checking back often, 
because the predictions 
do change, and the river 
could crest (peak) several 
days or weeks after heavy 
rainfall occurs.”

A wet 2018 has caused 
water levels along the 
Withlacoochee River to 

steadily rise this year. As 
of Aug. 30, the river was at 
or near minor flood stage. 
Above average rainfall 
this year has also filled 
many wetlands and 
swamps that are adjacent 
to the river, preventing 
them from being able to 
capture and store river 
water as it flows 
downstream.

Current with the report, 
most locations along the 
river are two to three feet 
higher today than they 
were a year ago. Near 
State Road 200, the river is 
almost six feet higher than 
it was a year ago.

River flows are also sev-
eral times higher than 
they were this time last 
year.

With a month still to go 
in the rainy season we can 
expect the river to con-
tinue to rise in the coming 
weeks, Fulkerson stated. 
How high the river will get 

this year depends on how 
much more rain falls.

At the County Road 476 
bridge in Nobleton, re-
ported Aug. 30, the river 
level is a 42.3 feet, com-
pared to 41.5 feet a year 
ago. The water flow was 
recorded at 1,001 million 
gallons per day (MGD), 
compared to 553 MGD a 
year ago.

At the County Road 48 
bridge, the water was at 
42.3 feet, compared to 40.6 
feet a year ago. Water flow 
was at 1,079 MGD, com-
pared to 420 MGD last 
year.

At the State Road 44 
bridge, the river level was 
at 37.5 feet, compared to 
34.9 feet a year ago. River 
flow was 1,350 MGD, com-
pared to 350 MGD the 
prior year.

More information about 
the lake, river and local 
watersheds can be found 
at www.watermatters.org.
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Editor’s note - The Sumter 
County School District has sev-
eral new teachers for the 2018-
2019 school year. The Times will 
be publishing some background 
on them, introducing them to the 
public.

Brenda LockLear
Times editor

Morgan Wilson, in her first 
year as an educator, is teaching 
agriculture at South Sumter 
High School.

But this isn’t the first time 
Wilson has been to South Sum-
ter - as a matter of fact, she 
graduated South Sumter ... in 
2013.

“I wanted to ‘give back’ to my 
local community, as well as the 

agricultural program and FFA 
chapter that molded me into 
the person I am today,” she said 
of her reasons for teaching at 
her alma mater.

“I’m also a third generation 
ag teacher, so I wanted to con-
tinue the family tradition.  My 
grandfather and father have 
both taught ag in Sumter 
County.  I’m actually teaching 
with my dad at the high school!”

Wilson’s father is Tim 
Edwards. 

She graduated from the Uni-
versity of Florida in 2015, with 
her bachelor’s degree Agricul-
ture Education and Communi-
cation and from Florida State 
University in 2018 with her 
master’s in Public Adminstra-
tion and Policy.

Prior to pursuing a career in 
education, she worked for the 

Florida Department of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services. 
She spent two and a half years 
there, “teaching farmers how to 
comply with the federal Food 
Safety Modernization Act.”

As a teacher, she said she be-
lieves “ ... the classroom is a liv-
ing community where everyone 
(student, teacher and parent) 
must contribute in order to 
maintain a positive atmo-
sphere. I believe I will learn 
from students as much as they 
will learn from me. 

“In an agricultural education 
classroom, I believe it is imper-
ative that students learn, con-
struct and solve problems 
through hands-on activities. I 
believe the national FFA motto, 
‘Learning to Do, Doing to 

Learn, Earning to Live, Living 
to Serve,’ embodies authentic 
learning practices and I will en-
courage my students to expand 
their awareness of agriculture’s 
impact on their daily lives. Ag-
ricultural education prepares 
students for real-life informa-
tion about food, global agricul-
tural sustainability and natural 
resources.’

Wilson said she believes 
teaching is important because, 
“Because there is no better way 
to impact someone’s life. After 
working with farmers for the 
past two and a half years, I want 
to make sure our youth know 
the truth about Florida’s agri-
culture industry. They need to 
discover that if they eat, they 
are involved in agriculture.”

Wilson returns to teach at her alma mater

Morgan Wilson

Special to the Times

During last Tuesday’s elec-
tion night, voters in Florida’s 
five-county Fifth Judicial Cir-
cuit chose to have Hernando 
County Clerk of Courts Don 
Barbee Jr. serve a circuit 
judgeship out of the Brooks-
ville courthouse.

Facing off against Inverness 
Assistant Public Defender Ed-
ward Spaight, Barbee racked 
up 60.48 percent of votes re-
ported from the circuit, which 
includes Citrus, Hernando, 
Lake, Marion and Sumter 
counties, according to the Flor-
ida Division of Elections.

Barbee won 51.89 percent 
the vote Citrus County pre-
cincts. Hernando County’s 
mail-in votes weren’t reported 
by deadline, but Barbee had 
71.12 percent of the reported 
votes there.

Since there were just two 
candidates in the nonpartisan 
race, the primary election de-
cided the winner.

Barbee watched and cele-
brated the results from his 
home.

“I’m feeling relieved, and 
blessed and humbled by the 
support in each of the coun-
ties,” he said in a phone inter-
view. “It’s been a long eight 
months; I’m glad it’s over, and 

I’m glad about how it turned 
out.”

Edward Spaight, the other 
candidate for the position, 
spent election night at the 
Burkes of Ireland pub in Crys-
tal River He called Barbee to 
congratulate him on his victory 
before thanking his supporters 
and family for being by him 
during his campaign.

“A lot of people worked re-
ally hard, and I’m just humbled 
by the support. So many people 
showed up for me,” Spaight 
told a Chronicle reporter. “I’m 

going to stay positive; I’ve got a 
great job, I’ve got a wonderful 
family, I’ve got a wonderful 
group of friends. They’ll be 
other opportunities. God opens 
new doors everyday.”

Circuit spokesman Jeff 
Fuller said Barbee’s investi-
ture won’t be until after Circuit 
Court Judge Patricia Thomas 
retires from her seat in Citrus 
County on or before Jan. 7, 
2019.

Thomas announced her re-
tirement earlier this year, after 
serving 25 years as the circuit’s 
first female judge.

In a June administrative 
order, Circuit Chief Judge S. 
Sue Robbins shifted Circuit 
Judge Peter Brigham, who was 
handling split caseloads out of 
Citrus and Hernando counties, 
to fill Thomas’ full-time va-
cancy in Citrus County.

The winner of this race — 
now Barbee — will replace 
Brigham, but only preside over 
cases in Hernando County, 
Robbins’ order shows.

Fuller said another order 
will be released Wednesday 
describing what type of cases 
Barbee will officiate as circuit 
judge.

Barbee said he’ll be ready 
for whatever docket comes his 
way.

“I have four months to get up 

to speed on whatever it may 
be,” he said.

While the judicial candi-
dates were bound by law not to 
provide opinions on Florida 
legislation, Spaight and Bar-
bee instead advertised their 
years of varied legal experi-
ence to constituents.

Barbee started at 21 years 
old patrolling Connecticut as a 
policeman, worked labor and 
civil-rights cases for a private 
Tampa firm and helped inves-
tigate the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks 
on the World Trade Center as 
an FBI special agent.

Afterwards, he was a Florida 
prosecutor in the Fifth Circuit 
for roughly 16 years, before he 
was elected in 2013 to be Her-
nando County’s clerk of courts.

Spaight has been an assis-
tant public defender in Citrus 
County for nine years. Before 
that, he began his career in 
2002 at a Maine lawfirm, taking 
on family, civil and corporate 
cases.

Barbee and Spaight have 
also had years of experience 
supervising their respective 
defense and prosecutorial 
colleagues.

Contact Chronicle reporter 
Buster Thompson at 352-564-
2916 or bthompson@chroni-
cleonline.com.

Barbee named Fifth Judicial Circuit judge
Council to 
meet this 

week
“The Area 13 Family 

Care Council will meet 
from 10 a.m. to noon on 
Monday, Sept. 10 at the 
Wildwood Agency for Per-
sons with Disabilities of-
fice. The office is located at 
901 Industrial Drive Suite 
100, Wildwood.

All persons interested in 
issues of those with Devel-
opmental Disabilities and 
their families are encour-
aged to attend.

They are also seeking 
new members.

For more informationm 
email: secretaryfcc13@
gmail.com

Area 13 covers Citrus, 
Hernando, Lake, Marion 
and Sumter Counties. 
There are 15 Family Care 
Councils across the state, 
with governor-appointed 
volunteer members, who 
are individuals with a de-
velopmental disability or 
are a family member. De-
velopmental Disabilities 
are defined as Autism, Ce-
rebral Palsy, Down Syn-
drome, Phelan-McDermid 
Syndrome, Prader-Willi 
Syndrome, Spina Bifida 
a n d  I n t e l l e c t u a l 
Disabilities.

Don Barbee Jr.

Lake rising, river approaching minor flood stage
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The Humane Society/SPCA of Sumter 
County has opened up a “re-tails” sales booth 
at the Wildwood Antiques Mall. The store  
is located at 364 Shopping Center Drive on 
U.S. 301.

Many of their supporters have suggested 
that they open a thrift store again. Re-
cently, they found a way to return to that 
idea without such a large  
commitment of resources. And in typi-
cal fashion, their wonderful volun-
teers and community jumped in with 
great enthusiasm. 

“As always, we appreciate all 
the different ways people show 
their support for our Humane Soci-
ety to help us fund our vital work. 
Time will tell how this idea 
works out for us and if it’s a suc-
cess, we will look into expanding 
the thrift store concept” noted Celine 
Petrie, Chairman of the HS/SPCA.

Their booth space has been up and running 
for a month or two as they continue to gather 
donations. Shoppers and animal lovers are in-
vited to stop by, browse the wide range of 

items and shop to their heart’s content know-
ing their donations and purchases will help 
local animals in need. 

Donated items, mainly vintage or antique, 
are gratefully appreciated, but prior to  
donating them, call their HS/SPCA office at 

352-793-9117 for etails.
The Humane Society/SPCA of Sumter 

County is a 501(c)3 non-profit, no-
kill shelter helping animals in need 
throughout Sumter County, Florida.

Donations directly help to cover 
the cost of saving,  
treating and caring for  
neglected, abused and abandoned 

animals. Learn more about the HS/
SPCA at hsspca.org, 352-793-9117, 
on Facebook or at the shelter lo-
cated at 994 County Road 529A, in 

Lake Panasoffkee, Monday through 
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 8 

a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Visitors are always welcome!

The Humane Society/SPCA  
of Sumter County

Admittedly, Grant 
Grogan’s photo and 
the gauge, showing 

how much money they still 
need has been on the front 
page of the Sumter County 
Times for weeks ... yes, 
months, now.

But there’s a 
reason for that - 
they still need 
help.

Really need 
help.

SCARC, Inc. is 
the agency that 
coordinates the 
home for Grant 
and the other 
three residents. 
While it would be 
wonderful  i f 
SCARC, Inc. could pull 
some funding to cover the 
shortfall on the group 
home where the clients 
live, it just isn’t possible.

SCARC, Inc. is an evalua-
tion, training and employ-
ment center for adults who 
are developmentally dis-
abled and is constantly in a 
battle for funding, just to 
remain operating - there 
are no extra dollars to 
cover the loss of funding 
for group home bed space.

SCARC, Inc. provides cli-
ents with paying work - 
from assembly jobs for 
local industries to lawn 
m aintenance  cre w 
members.

They offer day activities, 
training and a chance to 
gather with friends for a 
visit.

The program offers  
individualized training 

with the goal being maxi-
mum community indepen-
dence for each individual 
served. They offer adult 
basic education, therapeu-
tic work and life skills 
training.

Their funding comes 
from a variety of 
sources. While 
there is a govern-
ment funding, a 
lot of it has come 
and still comes 
from community 
support.

It comes from 
their efforts to 
raise funds. 
Their survival 
comes from mem-
ber support and 

the drive of Executive Di-
rector Marsha Perkins. 
They barely meet their 
own needs each year, 
there’s certainly nothing 
left to help Grant and his 
roommates with their 
housing.

So, yes - it’s been a long 
time since Grant’s picture 
and the gauge haven’t been 
on the front page.

And for Grant, who has 
been worried about having 
to give up his job, leave his 
community and friends be-
hind and be relocated to a 
nursing home?

It’s been a long time.
For details on how to 

give, the information is in 
the story on the front page, 
as well as more on their 
need and an email address 
to a full story on Grant, in 
the Sumter County Times 
online.

Been a long time
B E Y O N D  S U M T E R
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Editorial

Brenda Locklear
EDITOR HS/SPCA of Sumter open “Re-Tails” 

space at Wildwood Antiques Mall

Humbled by the citizen 
support in Bushnell

Guest editorial

Remembering impact of IrmaLetter to the editor

To the Citizens of Bushnell,
The renegotiation for the 

continued law enforcement 
services, for the City 
of Bushnell, has fi-
nally come to an end 
and I am proud to say 
that we will continue 
to be the provider of 
law enforcement ser-
vices for the City.

 I would like to 
thank all of the citi-
zens that attended the 
meeting to have their 
voices heard, whether 
you supported the de-
cision or not; it was 
wonderful to see our 
government at work, 
with our citizens re-
spectfully exchanging ideas. 
Thank you all for the kind 
words.

I would like to thank the 
Bushnell City Council for hav-
ing the foresight to see the 
value-added solution of our 
Sumter County Sheriff ’s 

Office, to their law enforce-
ment and citizen protection 
needs. We look forward to 

working closely 
with the Bushnell 
city government, 
to continue pro-
viding our profes-
sional services 
and to assist them 
with achieving 
their goals for the 
safety of the citi-
zens of Bushnell.

I am humbled 
by the citizen 
support and 
proud of the men 
and women of the 
Sheriff ’s Office 
for working hard 
to maintain our 

industrious and professional 
reputation.

Sincerely,
Sheriff William O. “Bill” 

Farmer, Jr.
Sumter County

William O. 
“Bill” Farmer, Jr.
SUMTER COUNTY 

SHERIFF

Editor’s note - As the hurri-
cane season rolls in and resi-
dents make plans for the year, 
some residents 
might recall the im-
pact from Hurricane 
Irma, last year. At 
least one resident 
shares her experi-
ence and seems to 
have found a silver 
lining, even in the 
aftermath of a bad 
storm.

Thinking about 
hurricanes, I was 
struck how ‘lines’ go 

hand-in-hand with hurri-
canes. There’s longitude and 
latitude, the cone of uncer-
tainty and the path of the 
hurricane which are, in  
essence, lines.

Another type of line associ-
ated with hurricanes: lines of 
vehicles, both pre and post 
hurricane, waiting for 
gasoline.

Like an up-North North-
easter, there are lines at gro-
cery and other store’s 
registers. There are grid-
locked lines of evacuee traf-
fic, both leaving, then 
returning. Waiting in a line is 
part and parcel hurricanes.

We all know this, yet, I 
never thought I’d spend one 

hour-plus, standing in line, 
waiting to purchase ice at the 
only local, operational ice 

machine.  The ma-
chine could only 
make around five 
to six bags of ice, 
with an in-between 
rest period of  
a p p r ox i m a t e l y  
20 minutes - so the 
long line, very 
slowly crawled for-
ward with the un-
said two bags per 
person limit. 

Now, it would be easy to 
view this as a negative.  We 
all had no electricity - thus 
the need for ice.  The air con-
dition-less summertime Flor-
ida heat and humidity is 
unbearable. We had just gone 
through one of the worst 
parts of Hurricane Irma, so 
many of us were dealing with 
flooding and various amounts 
of tree and property damage.

 Not exactly conducive to 
standing, in the blaring hot 
sun, waiting more than an 
hour for bags of ice, so what 
little food we salvaged from 
the refrigerator, would be 
saved.  Yet, what struck me 
was the camaraderie shown. 
Sure there was some griping 
but, by and large, there was 
conversation and laughter.  

Had it not been for this seem-
ingly interminable line, I 
would likely never have met 
the farmer who planned on 
going home, putting on his 
waders and venturing out to 
check his flooded back 
acreage.

Or an elderly retired pro-
fessional man, who hailed 
from the same hometown as 
my mother and who, when 
his turn arrived, opted to 
only get one bag of ice so the 
young mother standing be-
hind him wouldn’t have to 
wait any longer for hers. He 
rationalized: “I have plenty 
of time and can come back 
later.”

Or the ponytailed woman 
who works at a large doggie 
daycare/kennel. As an avid 
dog lover, you can imagine 
who I talked to the most! 
Humor abounded. 

In a few days time,  I had 
personally experienced the 
harsh power of Mother Na-
ture contrasted by a small, 
seemingly insignificant ex-
ample of the fellowship of 
human nature.

Maybe not so insignificant. 
I drove by the ice machine 

much later in the evening 
and only one man was there, 
getting ice. He never knew 
what he missed.

Maureen Szary
SUMTERVILLE



Dade teens 
working to 

fund golf cart
By Martin Steele

Staff writer

When a group of Sumter County youths needs 
money for trips or other special activities, they 
often turn to the time-honored traditional 
fund-raising car wash. And, that’s how the Dade 
Youth began their Labor Day weekend.

Saturday morning, more than a dozen teenag-
ers from the organization affiliated with Dade 
Battlefield Historic State Park gathered at the 
Bushnell Auto Zone store on W. County Road 48 
for their wet, sudsy endeavor.

This group of rather active teenagers can fre-
quently be encountered at Dade Battlefield 
events, selling snacks, hot dogs and cold drinks 
or helping out the adult volunteers.

Relatively new – organized earlier this year as 
a high school group, Dade Youth members meet 
to learn about local and Florida history, often 
participate in field trips to other state parks and 
help with programs for younger kids. That’s 
among the reason they do fund-raising projects.

But, on this occasion, they had a somewhat dif-
ferent goal – they decided to raise funds to re-
place a park golf cart that caught fire and was 
destroyed some months ago.

The objective is to raise $2,000 to buy a used 
cart, said Karen Cloud, Dade Youth coordinator 
and park volunteer. With some individual dona-
tions totaling $600 through the Sumter County 
Chamber of Commerce, the teens had a good 
start toward their goal.

Motorists were helping with their donations 
on Saturday.

Learn more at https://www.floridastate 
parks.org/parks-and-trails/dade-battle 
field-historic-state-park and at https://www.
dadebattlefield.com/.

Contact staff writer Martin Steele at  
352-793-2161 or msteele@sctnews.com.

Even during a busy car 
wash session, the 
teenagers of Dade Youth 
still found a moment to 
pose with one of their 
subject vehicles. While 
they were having fun, they 
had a serious goal to raise 
money to replace a golf 
cart for Dade Battlefield 
Historic State Park. 
(Submitted photo by Dade 
Battlefield Society)
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This group of teens and a few adult volunteer were braving the heat and humidity Saturday morning for a fund-raising car wash. The teens’ goal is to raise enough money to buy a 
golf cart to replace one of Dade Battlefield Historic State Park’s carts that was destroyed by fire earlier this year.

It was an opportunity for a quick wash down for this deputy’s officials Sumter County Sheriff’s Office patrol vehicle. Teen 
volunteers with the Dade Youth organization swarmed the SUV on Saturday during their fund-raising car wash in 
Bushnell.

The brisk pace of washing cars and trucks didn’t keep the teens of the Dade Youth 
organization from enjoying themselves with a constant flow of patter and jokes about the 
tasks at hand or by occasionally just breaking into a group song.

With suds and water spray going everywhere, the teens of the Dade Youth 
organization were totally engaged Saturday with their fund-raising car wash 
in Bushnell.

photos by 
Martin Steele



Financial Peace 
University workshop

Beginning Saturday, Sept. 
1, the First Baptist Church of 
Oxford began hosting a Fi-
nancial Peace University 
Workshop for nine weeks.

The goal of the workshop 
is to teach those who attend 
how to budget better, build 
savings, prepare for retire-
ment and “give the way we 
were meant to give.”

Materials are $109 per 
person/couple. Each work-
shop is from 9 to 11 a.m. in 
the church sanctuary.

Dinner and a 
movie

Plan your date night - fam-
ily, friends and neighbors - 
it’s Dinner and a Movie, 
hosted at the Lake Panaso-
ffkee United Methodist 
Church.

A new release, the movie 
night is set for Friday, Oct. 5. 

The movie is free and din-
ner tickets are available for 
$5 per person. Dinner will in-
clude a roasted chicken 
sandwich and trimmings, two 
sides, drink and dessert.

If you choose to come for 
the movie, but not dinner, 
that’s fine - again, the movie 
is free.

Get your dinner tickets 
now!

You can also get dinner 
and skip the movie!

For the movie title or din-
ner tickets, call the church  
office at 352-793-3438.

Weekly prayer 
gathering

The First Baptist Church of 
Bushnell hosts weekly prayer 
gathering at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.

The church is at 125 West 
Anderson Avenue, Bushnell.

Bible over 
breakfast

Bible over Breakfast, or 
BoB, is a men’s breakfast 
devotional meeting, hosted 
by the Lake Panasoffkee 
United Methodist Church.

Meetings are held on the 
second Thursday of each 
month, unless there is a date 
change or cancellation.

If you are new to the 
group, please call the church 
office at 352-793-3438 for 
more information.

Time of prayer
You are invited to come for 

prayer in the sanctuary at the 
Lake Panasoffkee United 
Methodist Church at 5:30 
p.m. on Wednesday 
evenings.

This is designed is de-
signed as a time to recon-
nect with God.

Prayer Warriors will meet 
in the sanctuary prior to Bible 
study, praying for those on 
the prayer chain, as well as 
other needs.

New hours  
at food pantry

A USDA food giveaway 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 
noon on the first and third 
Wednesday of every month. 
The distribution will be at the 
Lake Panasoffkee United 
Methodist Church ( Church 
of the Fishermen).

A limited number of pack-
ages are available on a first-
come, first- serve basis. The 
church is located at 589 N 
C.R. 470 in Lake 
Panasofffkee.

Please call 352-793-3438 
for more information.

The new food pantry hours 
to help serve the Lake Pana-
soffkee and Sumterville area 
are: 9 a.m. to noon on Mon-
day and Wednesday and 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday.

Wednesday  
bible study

Come and join us at 6:15 
p.m. as we begin our study 
through the Old and New 
Testaments. There is a daily 
reading each week. If you do 
not have an up-to-date 
weekly reading book marker, 
go by the church office to 
pick one up.

It’s a read through the 
Holy Bible, one day at a time.

Come 5:30 p.m. and join 
in on the group prayer meet-
ing in the sanctuary. The 
church is located at 589 C.R. 
470, Lake Panasoffkee.

Wednesday dinner 
in Wildwood

The First Baptist Church of 
Wildwood offers an option for 
Wednesday night dinners for 
those planning to attend their 
Wednesday night service.

The dinners are designed 
to help individuals and fami-
lies ease their schedule as 
they move from day to  
evening for service.

Dinner is served from  
5:15 until 6 p.m. and reserva-
tions are required, which will 

allow the church and staff to 
be “good stewards in the 
preparation of the meal.”

Those interested can 

sign-up on Sunday at the 
church or through the church 
office. For more information, 
call 352-748-1822.

Dinner is $6 per person for 
adults and $3 per person for 
children with a $15 cap for 
families.

Years ago, my 
granddaughter 
Caroline couldn’t 

be trusted to not make a 
run for it in a crowd.

As a toddler, she was 
notorious for breaking 
loose from my daughter’s 
grasp and taking off run-
ning. She was also fear-
less and overly friendly 
when it came

to approaching strang-
ers and, if given the 
chance, would follow any-
one anywhere, especially 
if offered candy or a 
puppy or a sip of Diet 
Coke.

So, when my son-in-law 
was off on an Army de-
ployment, Alison and Car-
oline, then about 2 or 3 
years old, wanted to come 
to visit us in Florida for 
Thanksgiving. They lived 
in Baltimore, Maryland, 
at the time.

However, the thought of 
traveling and having to 
carry a car seat and lug-
gage and snacks, as well 
as holding onto a wiggly, 
slippery kid who was al-
ready an accomplished 
escape artist through the 
airport and on and off a 

plane, made my daugh-
ter’s head explode with 
trepidation and worry. It 
was not a stretch to think 
that Caroline might run 
off and end up on a plane 
to Australia or Minnesota 
or join some other family 
at an airport restaurant 
and eat their fries.

To ease our daughter’s 
anxiety, my husband flew 
to Baltimore from Jack-
sonville where he was 
working at the time, met 
Alison and Caroline at 
the airport, helped carry 
the car seat and the kid, 
then flew with them to 
Tampa, where I picked 
them all up. Then when 
they returned to Balti-
more a week or so later, 
my husband did the same 
thing in reverse: flying 
from Jacksonville to 

Tampa, flying with them 
from Tampa to Baltimore, 
returning the same day 
and then flying back to 
Jacksonville the next day.

It was rather insane 
and strange and wonder-
ful the way he rearranged 
his life for our daughter.

He did something simi-
lar for our other daughter, 
except this trip involved 
flying to North Carolina, 
renting a car, loading up 
our daughter’s stuff from 
her apartment that was at 
a friend’s house — and 
two humongous cats — 
and driving back to 
Florida.

That’s the condensed 
version of the story. The 
unabridged version in-
cludes one of the cats es-
caping from the car, 
running across a busy 

highway and into the 
bushes, the other cat 
swatting my husband’s 
cup of hot coffee and 
sneezing all over him, 
plus meowing a good por-
tion of the 10-hour ride 
home to Florida.

My husband came 
home with a torn, blood-
ied, coffee-stained, cat 
hair- and cat snot-covered 
T-shirt, a half-dozen 
scratches and a rental car 
that reeked of cat urine.

Because he was by him-
self and it was hot out-
side, he only stopped 
once for gas and a quick 
bathroom break and 
grabbed lunch from a fast 
food drive-through so the 
cats wouldn’t be left in a 
hot car.

I texted my daughter: 
“That man loves you.”

In the 40-plus years 
we’ve been together, I 
can’t count the times I’ve 
seen my husband go out 
of his way for me or our 
daughters, or even some-
one unrelated to us — 
and he loves doing it.

He’s always ready and 
willing and able to help 
and to save.

Sometimes I wonder 
how I could exist without 
him.

Sometimes I wonder 
about how this thing that 
compels him to do the 
things he does for us 
might be a tiny glimpse of 
what compels God to do 
what he does for those he 
loves. How, if my husband 
who is a regular guy, a 
flawed human like the 
rest of us, would care 
enough about our 

daughter to chase her cat 
across a busy highway, 
lure it out of the bushes 
and then let himself be 
scratched and clawed, 
hissed at and sneezed on, 
how much more does God 
do for us?

The Bible says that 
while we were still sin-
ners, while we were still 
God’s enemies, actively 
opposing him, willingly 
disobeying his laws, even 
while we were refusing 
his grace, he sent his son 
to die for us.

That man, Jesus, God in 
the flesh, loves us.

It’s good to be reminded 
that he continues to go 
out of his way, as far as it 
takes, to demonstrate his 
love, all in an effort to 
bring those he loves 
safely home.

Nancy Kennedy is the 

author of “Move Over, Vic-
toria — I Know the Real 
Secret,” “Girl on a Swing” 
and “Lipstick Grace.” She 
can be reached at 352-564-
2927 or via email at nken-
nedy@chronicleonline.
com.
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 SUMTERVILLE
 Sumterville

 United Methodist Church
 “OVER 150 YEARS OF PRAYER”

 2565 CR 522 • 1 BLOCK EAST OF HWY 301
 Invites you to attend Sunday worship service 9:30 a.m.

 Pastor Charles Tomberlin
 All children are invited.
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 WEBSTER

 Sunday School  9:45 AM
 Morning Worship  11:00 AM
 Evening Service  6:00 PM
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting  6:30 PM

 First Baptist Church
 of Webster

 1/4 mile east of 471 on SE 1st Ave.

 First Baptist Church
 of Lake Panasoffkee

 Hwy. 470, Lake Panasoffkee  793-5510
 Sunday Services . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 & 10:50 a.m.
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Sunday Evening. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting . . 6:30 p.m.
 After School Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:30-6:00 p.m.

 Pastor Randy Alonso  00
0U

0B
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 LAKE PANASOFFKEE

 (Discover the Difference!)
 4.3 Miles West of I-75 on Hwy 4 8

 Sunday:
 Classic Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00  A.M.
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30  A.M.
 Celebration Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45  A.M.

 Wednesday Evening:
 Bible Study....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30  P.M.

 Wahoo Baptist Church
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 WAHOO

 www.wahoochurch.org  35 2  793-6015

 PAUL ALONSO
 PASTOR

 BUSHNELL
 First United Methodist Church

 O FFERING   OUR   COMMUNITY  Faith, Hope & Love

 SUNDAY WORSHIP 11  A . M .
 Rev. Marguerite C. Matthews

 C ADET  G IRL  S COUTS  W ED . 6:30  P . M .

 221 W. Noble Ave. •  793-3221

 00
0U

0B
C

 Pastor Marguerite Matthews 352-793-3438 Pastor Marguerite Matthews 352-793-3438

 The Church of The Fishermen
 A United Methodist Congregation

 www.churchofthefishermen.org

 589 CR 470, 1 mile W of I-75
 Sunday Worship: 9:30 AM

 Wed. Night Bible Study 6:15 PM
 for the Whole Family
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 LAKE PANASOFFKEE

 BUSHNELL
 THE  BUSHNELL 

 PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  USA
 323 N. BROAD  (Corner of W. Dade & N. Broad)

 Church School: 9:15  A . M .
 Public Worship: 10:30  A . M . 

 WEDNESDAY:  Bible Study - 10:00  A . M .
 352-793-4202  000U0C7

 First Church of God
 Affiliation: Anderson, IN

 793-3455
 105 E. Central Ave.• P.O. Box 1128, Bushnell, FL 33513

 Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
 Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday Evening 7:00 p.m.

 Randall Belcher, Pastor  793-3534
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 BUSHNELL

 WILDWOOD
 S T . V INCENT   DE  P AUL

 C ATHOLIC  C HURCH
 S aturday Vigil Mass  4pm, 6pm
 Sunday Mass  8am, 10am, 12 noon
 Daily Mass Mon-Sat  8am

 M ASS  T IMES  & D IRECTIONS : 330-0028
 Office: 330-0220 •  5323 E CR 462

 www.sumtercatholic.org
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GRACE TABERNA-
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CHD 
art#: 000U0B1 
order#: 000U0B1 
1 X 2 
Black 

 125 W. Anderson Ave.  793-4612
 • Celebration Service . . . . . . . . . 8:30 A.M.
 • Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 A.M.
 • Contemporary Worship .  11:00 A.M.
 • Sunday Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 P.M.
 • Wednesday Bible Study . . . . 6:30 P.M.
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 First Baptist Church of Bushnell
 BUSHNELL

 All Are Welcome At
 Cross Connection Church
 Formerly Bushnell Assembly  o f God

 Christian Education 9:00 A.M. • Worship 10:00 A.M.
 Sunday Evening - please call for date and time

 Wed. Discipleship Night 7:00 P.M.
 1451 West C.R. 476, Bushnell     793-2240

 00
0U

0B
W

 BUSHNELL
 Indian Hill Baptis t Church Indian Hill Baptis t Church

 Pastor Irvin Mizell
 7819 CR 633, Bushnell • West 476 between 476B & 575
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 am
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 am
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm
 Wednesday Prayer Service . . . . 7:00 pm

 Youth Group  000U0BS

 BUSHNELL
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 Sunday
 Sunday School  9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship  10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship  6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Family Training Hour  7:00 p.m.

 4309 CR 772 Webster, FL 33597 • 352-793-4281

 WEBSTER

 Church Directory
 Worship This Week at the Church of Your Choice
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Full Service Law FirmFull Service Law Firm
Aviation Law - Equestrian Law

Wrongful Death - Nursing Home Abuse
Litigation - Criminal Defense - Real Estate

Overcoming the 
Hurdles of Life...

Wadelaw, P.A.

JAMES E. WADE III
Attorney at Law

Bushnell, FL

352-568-2500

 000UCYP
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 Compassionately
 Serving All Sumter County 

 Families Since 1924

 Wildwood, FL  34785
 www.bankspagetheus.com

 352-748-1000

 Banks/Page-Theus 
 Funeral Home and 
 Cremation Services

Grace notes
How far will love go?

Nancy 
Kennedy

Special to  
the Times

———n———

Church CALENDAR



Every Tuesday noon to 
1 p.m. - it’s the 4 ever 55 
Senior Club meeting time 
and day. The group meets 
at the Salvation Army, 
2605 South St. Leesburg 
for lunch, fellowship and 
informative, fun and in-
spiring programs.

Anyone 55 or older is in-
vited to attend.  

September programs 
include Paws Therapy 
Dogs on the 11rh, Bingo 
on the 18th, Know How to 
Use your Cell Phone on 
the 25th.

For more information 
call the Salvation Army 
352-365-0079. 

From 7:30 a.m. to 8 a.n,, 
Monday through Friday, 
the Salvation Army hosts 
a free community break-
fast - 2605 South Street, 
Leesburg - the breakfast 
event is open to anyone.

They urge the public to 
“come and enjoy a 

nourishing hot breakfast,” 
fellowship with other 
guests and meet new 
people.

For more information 
call The Salvation Army 
352-365-0079.
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 FOR A CLEANER & HEALTHIER HOME™

 SUMMER BRINGS DIRT IN.
 WE TAKE IT OUT.  UPHOLSTERY

 CLEANING SPECIAL
 HAVE 1 PIECE UPHOLSTERY CLEANED

 GET THE SECOND PIECE
 OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE

 1/2 OFF
 Expires 9/30/2018 • Promo Code September

 Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination 
 with other coupons or offers. Must present promo 
 code at time of service. Valid at participating 
 locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for 
 water emergency services. Offer does not include 
 protector and deodorizer. Certain restrictions may 
 apply. Call for details.
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 YOU ARE INVITED TO THE 40 th

 Anniversary Sunday Service
 on

 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2018 • 10:30 AM
 at

 FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH • WEBSTER, FL
 (Located 1 Mile North of Webster on Hwy. 471)

 Pastor  
 Emery King

 Special Guest Speaker

 DAVID GIBBS III
 Founder, National Center 

 for Life & Liberty

 Honored Guest
 CONGRESSMAN

 DANIEL WEBSTER

 Our Special “Anniversary Sunday” service will feature  
 special recognition of special guests and faithful workers 
 of the church and ministry of FBC. Also along with the 
 commemoration of Pastor King’s 40th year of ministry here 
 at FBC and Webster, Sumter County and beyond!

 Special Guest Speaker
 Special Fun Plans for the Children
 There will be snow-cones, face painting, 
 and handmade balloon characters for the children.

 Followed By... 
 “A Ole Fashion Country Dinner On the Grounds!”

 Special Gift
 There will be a special “Anniversary Gift”  
 for all those in attendance!

 Don’t miss this great day of celebration!
 For more information call  352-793-3718

 Commemorating the 40th anniversary of Pastor Emery King’s 
 Ministry  with the church family of Faith Baptist Church!

Spaghetti dinner  
open to public

The American Legion Post 18, 
will have a luncheon, open to the 
public, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Friday Sept,7.

Dine in or take out.
The menu includes spaghetti 

with meat sauce, green beans, 
salad, bread, dessert and a  
beverage. The cost is a donation of 
$7.50 per meal and you are invited 
to come for food and fellowship.

The post is located 401 East  
Atlantic Hwy. in Wildwood. It is just 
of U.S. 301,

For more information, call 
(352)748-7009.

Career courses 
offered

Thinking about making a career 
change? Want to increase your em-
ployment potential? Become a Cer-
tified Nursing Assistant or Air 
Conditioning and Heating Me-
chanic. Scholarship funds may be 
available if you qualify.

For Certified Nursing Assistants, 
you can be job ready in six weeks.

The course started Sept 4 and 
runs through Oct. 15 of this year. 

Classes are held 2018, Monday 
through Thursday, from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.ml. on the Sumterville 
campus.

The course includes BLS/CPR. 
AHCA Level II background check.

The Heating, Ventilation, Air Con-
ditioning and Cooling (HVAC) 
course starts Aug. 27. Program 
content includes EPA certification, 
EPA 608 content/testing and OSHA 
general certification.

Register for all courses at Sumter 
Adult Education Center, 1425 CR 
526A, Sumterville.

Go to http://sumter.k12.fl.us/aec 
for additional details or call 
352-793-5719.

Visit the Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/sumteradulted.

Railroad retirees
The National Association of Re-

tired & Veteran Railway Employees, 
Unit 66, meets at 11 a.m. every 
second Monday in the small meet-
ing room at the Golden Corral, 
3950 Wedgewood Ln., The 
Villages.

Lunch is $12, paid in the room, 
and includes meal, drink, tax and 
gratuity. Call (352) 748-7009 for 
information.

Circuit 5 advisory 
conference planned
The Department of Juvenile  

Justic and the Circuit 5 Department 
of Juvenile Justice Advisory Board 
will host a free, one-day conference 
bringing together community  
partners, providers and representa-
tives of DJJ to discuss safety solu-
tions for the youth we serve in our 
Lake, Sumter, Citrus, Hernando 
and Marion Communities.

The conference will be held on 
Friday, Sept. 28 at the Trinity As-
sembly of God - 200 Urich St. in 
Fruitland Park.

Discussion will include school 
and justice responses to Senate Bill 
Active Shooter Training overview, 
identifying emerging mental health 
issues, avenues for prevention  
and treatment. Register at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/youth-safe-
ty-comprehensive-solutions-      
tickets-48406940 REPUBLICAN 
CLUB

The Republican Club of Sumter 
County meets at 7 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of each month, at the 
Sumterville Community Building, 
2427 C.R. 522 (stone building on 
U.S. 301, a half mile south of State 

Road 470). For more information, 
call Roger Jones at 352-793-3895.

Democratic club
The Greater South Sumter  

Democratic Group meets the third 
Monday of each month at 6 p.m.  
at the Sumterville Community  
Building located at 2427 C.R. 522, 
Sumterville. Please attend and 
bring like minded friends and your 
personal refreshments. We are a 
friendly, casual group. For further 
information contact Michael Harris, 
793-7541.

VFW meetings
The VFW and auxillary of post 

#10137, is located one and half 
miles north of the Florida National 
Cemetery.

Post events include:
Mondays - on the second  

Monday of the month, there’s a golf 
outing, if interested, call in advance 
for information

Wednesdays - Hump Day with 
free pool from noon to 6 p.m. and 
happy hour all day, until 7 p.m.

Thursdays - on the third Thurs-
day of each month, the post hosts 
their meetings, followed by joint dis-
cussion, which starts at 4:30 p.m.. 

General meetings of the post and 
auxiliary begin at 5 p.m.

Fridays - Friday Night Dinner 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by karaoke from 7 to 11 p.m. 
There will not be a dinner on Friday, 
March 16 - instead, there will be a 
corned beef and cabbage dinner 
from 7 to 11 p.m.

CareerSource
CareerSource Central Florida 

meets from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Wednesdays at Sumter Adult  
Education Center, The location  
address is: 1425 C.R. 526A, 
Sumterville.

CareerSource is a partner of 
Sumter Adult Education Center  
and offers scholarships for  
vocational courses.

Walk-in services are available 
every Wednesday for scholarship 
applications, resume writing, job 
search assistance, interview prepa-
ration, Employ Florida registration 
and access to CONNECT, CSCF 
Online Learning.

Stop by the Sumter Adult ED of-
fice to discuss education needs or 
check the website for over 300 on-
line courses - 352- 793-5719 http://
www.sumter.k12.fl.us/aec

Community CALENDAR

Special to the Times

According to a Citrus 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
Facebook post, this is 
what happened.

Deputies responded to 
a report of a suicidal male 
around 11:52 p.m. Friday 
at 5699 Sandalwood Way 
in Floral City. Upon ar-
rival, they went to the 
front door but were un-
able to locate the man in-
side and began a search 
outside the home.

While in the front yard, 
deputies spotted a man 
with a firearm in a 
wooded area across the 
street. Deputies ordered 
the man to lower or drop 
his weapon, but he re-
fused their commands. 
They then shot him.

The man was pro-
nounced dead at the 
scene. No deputies were 
injured during the 
incident.

The shooting took place 
Friday night just before 
midnight at 5699 Sandal-
wood Way in Floral City.

This is the second 
life-threatening situation 
for local law enforcement 
in two days. On Thursday, 
deputies and SWAT mem-
bers from Citrus and Her-
nando counties executing 
a search warrant in Pine 

Ridge were forced to 
shoot a kill a woman who 
pointed a gun at them. 
The woman was later 
identified as Jessica 
Cribbs, 45, the owner of 
the home.

A Hernando County 
deputy, who discharged 
his firearm, was placed on 
administrative leave with 
pay while Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement 
investigates that incident.

In the Floral City shoot-
ing, the Citrus County 
deputies involved in the 
shooting have been 
placed on administrative 
leave with pay, pending 
the outcome of the pre-
l i m i n a r y  F D L E 
investigation.

Due to the ongoing in-
vestigation, more details 
about the shooting could 
not be released at this 
time.

Courtesy of Citrus County Sheriff's Office 
The scene outside 5699 Sandalwood Way in Floral City, early Saturday morning, following a deputy involved shooting.

Man 
with gun 
killed by 
deputies

Salvation Army lists 
weekly activities



September 2018 
events

September 6, Thursday,  
10 a.m. to noon
Natural Fiber Arts Class

Join expert volunteers as 
we make crafts from palm, 
palmetto, cereal rye, wool, 
cattail and/or other natural  
fibers. All materials are  
provided. Cost is $3/vehicle 
or annual Florida park pass 
plus $5/person, 12 and under 
free.

September 8, Saturday,  
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Pine Needle Basket Class 
For Children

Join expert volunteers  
as we learn how to make a 
small pine needle basket. All 
materials are provided. Cost 
is $3/vehicle or annual Florida 
park pass plus $5/person,  
for ages 10 and up. Pre- 
registration required for class, 
class size limit 10. Parents/
Guardians invited to attend 
with children.

September 18, Tuesday, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Pine Needle Basket Class 
For Adults

Join expert volunteers as 
we learn how to make a small 
pine needle basket. All  
materials are provided. Cost 
is $3/vehicle or annual Florida 
park pass plus $5/person,  
for ages 18 and up. Pre- 
registration required for class, 
class size limit 15.

September 19,  
Wednesday, 9 a.m. to noon
National Public Lands Day: 
Dade Battlefield Historic 
State Park

Join park staff as we  
celebrate National Public 
Lands Day by removing  
some of our invasive exotic 
plants and sprucing up our 
native landscaping with  
butterfly and hummingbird 
friendly native plants. The 

event will include a wild  
edibles program for the  
participants offered by park 
staff and volunteers. Free 
entry for participants.  
Participants are asked to 
wear long sleeves and pants, 
closed toe-shoes, bring water, 
insect repellant, hat, sun 
screen and gloves. Bring a 
picnic lunch and picnic at the 
park after a satisfying work 
event!

September 28 - 30, Friday, 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Inter-Tribal Native Ameri-
can Powwow

The 7th Annual Powwow 
includes native crafts and 
foods, demonstrations, sing-
ing, storytelling and danc-
ing. Grand entry Friday  
6 p.m., Saturday 1 p.m. and 
6 p.m. and Sunday at 1 p.m. 
Cost $5/person
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AMENDMENT TO THE FUTURE 
LAND USE MAP OF THE CITY 

OF WEBSTER UNIFIED 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The City of Webster proposes to change the future land use 
designation and amend related text in the Future Land Use 
Element of the City of Webster Comprehensive Plan, as 
generally shown in the map in this advertisement; and 
transmit the land use change to the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity (DEO) as an amendment to the City of 
Webster Comprehensive Plan, pursuant to the requirements 
of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes.

Prior to its transmittal to DEO, two (2) public hearings on the 
proposed amendment will be held, as listed below.  Both 
hearings will be at the Webster City Hall, 85 E Central Ave, 
Webster, FL 33597

Local Planning Agency Webster City Council
5:00 P.M., September 20, 2018 6:30 P.M., September 20, 2018

The proposed amendment pertains to changes to the Future 
Land Use Map of the Unified Comprehensive, and proposes 
to change use of property as follows:

CP2018-0008: Applicant:  Allison Strange, P.A. for Daniel and 
Gloria Croft.  An amendment the future land use designation 
from Agriculture and Urban Residential to Mixed Use on 
approximately 65 acres MOL.  This amendment is in 
conjunction with a rezoning application to establish a 
recreational vehicle park.  The rezoning request will be heard 
at future meetings.

The proposed amendment may be inspected at City Hall 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday or Sumter County Development Services 
Department located at 7375 Powell Road, Suite 115, 
Wildwood, FL, between the hours of 7:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. 
Monday through Friday.  

Contact Sue Farnsworth at 352-689-4400 X 4750  or 
susan.farnsworth@sumtercountyfl.gov with questions.

All persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any 
decision made by the Council on this matter, they will need a 
record of the proceedings, and may need to ensure that a 
verbatim record is made, which includes testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
any person with a disability requiring reasonable 
accommodations in order to participate in this Public Hearing 
should call the City Manager at (352) 793-2073 at least 48 
hours prior to the meeting time.
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 LIFE • AUTO • HOME • HEALTH • DISABILITY
 “NOT JUST FOR FARMERS”

 HELPING  YOU  MANAGE YOUR EVERYDAY RISK
 R ICHARD  L. H ELMS

 Richard.Helms@FFBIC.com

 Cell: 352-303-9523
 7601 SR 471

 Bushnell, FL 33513

 Office: 352-793-4545
 Fax: 352-793-6410

 South Sumter High School
 Farm Bureau

 PLA YE RS OF THE WEEK
 “vs. Nature Coast”

 OFFENSE DEFENSE

 This week’s SSHS Defensive Player of the 
 Week is Junior Defensive Back Logan 
 Nichols. Logan made plays all over the field 
 stuffing the stat sheet with 1 solo tackle,
 11 assists, 1 caused fumble, 1 tackle for 
 loss, and 1 sack.

 This week’s SSHS Offensive Player of the 
 Week is Senior Wide Receiver Andra Hart.  
 Andra had a very productive night catching 
 passes for the Raider offense, hauling in
 4 receptions for 122 yards and 1  touchdown, 
 including a highlight reel 1 handed catch.

Jeff Hamilton
Times correspondent

The South Sumter Raid-
ers faced off against the 
Nature Coast Sharks at 
home last Friday, Aug. 31. 
The field was turned into 
a battlefield as the two 
teams went head to head. 
The Raiders put up a 
fierce fight, but in the end 
they were unable to over-
come the Sharks, who 
took the game 41-20.

The game was a battle 
from the start as both 
teams fought fiercely to 
score. However, both de-
fenses matched the of-
fenses, play for play 
throughout most of the 
quarter, until the Sharks 
managed to make a 15 
yard touchdown run with 
just over two minutes left 

on the clock. That was the 
end of the quarter, with 
the score 6-0.

The Raiders turned up 
the heat in the second 
quarter. They made it onto 
the board four minutes in, 
when quarterback Garhett 
Miller connected with 

Douglas Sharp on a short 
touchdown pass. The 
Sharks struck back six 
minutes later with a 
touchdown and two point 
conversion.

The Raiders answered 
with another touchdown 
pass by Miller, this one to 

Andra Hart with under a 
minute left on the clock.

Ezekiel Lopez kicked 
both extra points success-
fully to end the half with a 
14-14 tied score.

Both teams came into 
the second half strong, 
fighting to score and 

unable to, for more than 
eight minutes. Nature 
Coast finally broke the tie 
with a breakaway touch-
down run, with three and 
a half minutes left on the 
clock. The Raiders were 
unable to answer before 
the end of the quarter, 
ending the third quarter 
20-14 for the Sharks.

South Sumter got the 
scoreboard moving early 
in the fourth quarter, 
when Trenton Taylor 
burst through the line at 
the line to tie the game 
back up 20-20 one and a 
half minutes in.

The Sharks jumped 
back into the lead a min-
ute and a half later with a 
touchdown and extra 
point. Nature Coast 
scored one more touch-
down before the end of 

the game to end with a 
41-20 victory over the 
Raiders.

“I’m never happy about 
a loss, but I’m still proud 
of my boys. They played 
hard,” said South Sumter 
Raider Coach Ty Law-
rence. “That was a good 
test for us. We’re not there 
yet, but we’re a lot closer 
than we were at any point 
last year. Nature Coast has 
a lot of big boys and they 
just beat us up physically. 
We ran out of gas. We’re 
just going to work harder 
and try to get back on 
track for the next game. 
We’ll be ready.”

The Raiders have an-
other home game this 
week against the Trenton 
Tigers this Friday, Sep-
tember 7. Kickoff is sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m.

Fierce battle between Raiders and Sharks

Andra Hart Douglas Sharp Trenton Taylor

The Wildwood Wildcats 
hit the field on Friday, 
Aug. 31 with one notice-
able absence, that of for-
mer Head Coach Joey 
McGuire.

McGuire resigned last 
Monday, Aug. 27, in a 

meeting with school 
officials.

No other information 
was available, 

Offensive coordinator 
J.B. Bynum was named 
head coach for the re-
mainder of the season. 

Bynum (right) who was offensive coordinator for the 
Wildwood Wildcats, will replace Joey McGuire as head 
coach for the team, after McGuire’s Aug. 27 resignation.

Wildcat coach resignsCats faced off against University
Jeff Hamilton
Times correspondent

The Wildwood Wild-
cats faced off against the 
University Christian 
Christians at home last 
Friday, Aug. 31.

The game started off 
as a close battle between 
the two teams. The 
Christians scored on an 
18 yard run one and a 
half minutes into the 
game. The Wildcats 
wasted little time an-
swering with a 36 yard 
touchdown pass play 
from quarterback Nate 
Mikell to Marcus Ni-
black two and a half 
minutes later. However, 
the Christians regained 
the lead quickly by re-
turning the ball 88 yards 
for a touchdown on the 
ensuing kickoff. Univer-
sity scored one more 
touchdown with less 
than a minute on the 

clock to end the first 
quarter leading the 
Wildcats 20-6.

The Wildcats defense 
really stepped things up 
in the second quarter, 
limiting the Christians 
scoring to one field goal 
three minutes before 
halftime. The Wildcats 
fought back and closed 
the gap on the following 
drive when Mikell con-
nected with Niblack on a 

71 yard touchdown pass 
play and two point con-
version to go into half-
time 23-14 for the 
Christians.

The fight continued 
into the second half with 
University scoring two 
touchdowns in the first 
six minutes. The Wild-
cats fought back when 
Niblack returned the 
kickoff 75 yards for a 
touchdown. University 

answered with two 
touchdowns in the last 
five minutes to end the 
third quarter 51-22 over 
Wildwood.

University opened the 
fourth quarter with a 
touchdown run two min-
utes in. The Christians 
probably figured that 
the game was over when 
they scored a 63 yard 
touchdown run with 
three and a half minutes 
left, but the Wildcats 
were not done. Refusing 
to give up, the Wildcats 
kept fighting right to the 
end when Alfred Corbin 
connected with Niblack 
for a 10 yard touchdown 
pass play on the final 
play of the game.

The Wildcats will be 
travelling to Mount Dora 
this Friday, Sept. 7, to 
face the Mount Dora 
Christian Academy Bull-
dogs. Kickoff is sched-
uled for 7 p.m.

Nate Mikell Marcus Niblack

Sports card buffs invited 
out for show and sale

Former Major League Baseball MLB 
pitcher, Craig Anderson, will be on hand 
to sign autographs at the upcoming 
sports card and memorabilia event, 
hosted by clubs of The Villages.

Anderson played for the St. Louis 
Cardinals and the original N.Y. Mets, 
from 1961 t0 1964. Signing will be from 
10 a.m. to noon and walk-in items free.

It’s part of The Villages Sports Card & 
Collectible Club on Saturday, Sept. 8. 
The show will be open from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at he Laurel Manor Recreation 
Center on the corner of Buena Vista 
Blvd. and C.R. 466.

There’ll be over 70 tables of sports 
cards and memorabilia - on sale and 
some at at discounted prices.

For more information, call Stu Sachs 
at 751-7899. 

Sumter baseball  
league elections

The annual board elections meeting 
for the Sumter Baseball League will be 
held 6 p.m. on Tuesday Sept. 14 at the 
Sumterville Community Center. 

Master Gardener classes
Are you someone who enjoys plants 

and gardening or want to know more 
about gardening in central Florida? Do 
you enjoy volunteering in your 
community? 

Are you interested in the environment 
and water quality in Florida? Are you 
someone that looks forward to learning 
new skills through workshops or 
classes? And, do you enjoy sharing 
what you know with others? If you an-
swered yes to any of these questions, 
the Master Gardener program could be 
for you!

How do I become a Master 
Gardener?

The UF/IFAS Extension Florida  
Master Gardener Volunteer Program  
in Sumter County will begin the  
2018 classes on Fridays, from 9 a.m.  
to 3:30 p.m. Classes startedAug. 31 
and will run through Nov. 30 at the 
Sumter County Extension Office.

Formal classroom work consists of 
more than 75-percent of the intensive 
initial training. You’ll learn about basic 
botany, soils, fertilizers, vegetables, en-
tomology, citrus, turf grass, use of (and 
alternatives to) pesticides, ornamental 
plants, diseases and other related top-
ics. All information is based on knowl-
edge and research from University of 
Florida.

For any additional information or 
questions call Donna Lester, Master 
Gardener Program Assistant, at 
352-569-6864.

Outdoors CALENDAR

Dade Park CALENDAR
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 Tell Everyone 
 She Said Yes!

 The Sumter County Times would like to help you tell 
 everyone the great news. Use our easy online form to 

 submit your engagement announcement, including a photo 
 and we will publish it for all to share in your happiness.

 Visit sumtercountytimes.com and click the 
 Submit News button at the top of the page.
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 NO. 1
 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

 ARTICLE VII, SECTION 6
 ARTICLE XII, SECTION 37

 BALLOT TITLE: 
 Increased Homestead Property Tax Exemption

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 Proposing an amendment to the State 
 Constitution to increase the homestead 
 exemption by exempting the assessed 
 valuation of homestead property greater than 
 $100,000 and up to $125,000 for all levies 
 other than school district levies. The 
 amendment shall take effect January 1, 2019.

 FULL TEXT:
 ARTICLE VII

 FINANCE AND TAXATION
 SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.–
 (a) Every person who has the legal or equitable 
 title to real estate and maintains thereon the 
 permanent residence of the owner, or another 
 legally or naturally dependent upon the owner, 
 shall be exempt from taxation thereon, except 
 assessments for special benefits, up to the 
 assessed valuation of twenty-five thousand 
 dollars and, for all levies other than school 
 district levies, on the assessed valuation 
 greater than fifty thousand dollars and up to 
 seventy-five thousand dollars,  and on the 
 assessed valuation greater than one hundred 
 thousand dollars and up to one hundred 
 twenty-five thousand dollars,  upon 
 establishment of right thereto in the manner 
 prescribed by law. The real estate may be held 
 by legal or equitable title, by the entireties, 
 jointly, in common, as a condominium, or 
 indirectly by stock ownership or membership 
 representing the owner’s or member’s 
 proprietary interest in a corporation owning a 
 fee or a leasehold initially in excess of ninety-
 eight years. The exemption shall not apply with 
 respect to any assessment roll until such roll is 
 first determined to be in compliance with the 
 provisions of section 4 by a state agency 
 designated by general law. This exemption is 
 repealed on the effective date of any 
 amendment to this Article which provides for 
 the assessment of homestead property at less 
 than just value.
 (b) Not more than one exemption shall be 
 allowed any individual or family unit or with 
 respect to any residential unit. No exemption 
 shall exceed the value of the real estate 
 assessable to the owner or, in case of 
 ownership through stock or membership in a 
 corporation, the value of the proportion which 
 the interest in the corporation bears to the 
 assessed value of the property.
 (c) By general law and subject to conditions 
 specified therein, the Legislature may provide 
 to renters, who are permanent residents, ad 
 valorem tax relief on all ad valorem tax levies. 
 Such ad valorem tax relief shall be in the form 
 and amount established by general law.
 (d) The legislature may, by general law, allow 
 counties or municipalities, for the purpose of 
 their respective tax levies and subject to the 
 provisions of general law, to grant either or 
 both of the following additional homestead tax 
 exemptions:
 (1) An exemption not exceeding fifty thousand 
 dollars to a person who has the legal or 
 equitable title to real estate and maintains 
 thereon the permanent residence of the owner, 
 who has attained age sixty-five, and whose 
 household income, as defined by general law, 
 does not exceed twenty thousand dollars; or
 (2) An exemption equal to the assessed value 
 of the property to a person who has the legal or 
 equitable title to real estate with a just value 
 less than two hundred and fifty thousand 
 dollars, as determined in the first tax year that 
 the owner applies and is eligible for the 
 exemption, and who has maintained thereon 
 the permanent residence of the owner for not 
 less than twenty-five years, who has attained 
 age sixty-five, and whose household income 
 does not exceed the income limitation 
 prescribed in paragraph (1).
 The general law must allow counties and 
 municipalities to grant these additional 
 exemptions, within the limits prescribed in this 
 subsection, by ordinance adopted in the 
 manner prescribed by general law, and must 
 provide for the periodic adjustment of the 
 income limitation prescribed in this subsection 
 for changes in the cost of living.
 (e) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is 
 partially or totally permanently disabled shall 
 receive a discount from the amount of the ad 
 valorem tax otherwise owed on homestead 
 property the veteran owns and resides in if the 
 disability was combat related and the veteran 
 was honorably discharged upon separation 
 from military service. The discount shall be in a 
 percentage equal to the percentage of the 
 veteran’s permanent, service- connected 
 disability as determined by the United States 
 Department of Veterans Affairs. To qualify for 
 the discount granted by this subsection, an 
 applicant must submit to the county property 
 appraiser, by March 1, an official letter from the 
 United States Department of Veterans Affairs 
 stating the percentage of the veteran’s service-
 connected disability and such evidence that 
 reasonably identifies the disability as combat 
 related and a copy of the veteran’s honorable 
 discharge. If the property appraiser denies the 
 request for a discount, the appraiser must 
 notify the applicant in writing of the reasons for 
 the denial, and the veteran may reapply. The 
 Legislature may, by general law, waive the 
 annual application requirement in subsequent 
 years. This subsection is self-executing and 
 does not require implementing legislation.
 (f) By general law and subject to conditions 
 and limitations specified therein, the 
 Legislature may provide ad valorem tax relief 
 equal to the total amount or a portion of the ad 
 valorem tax otherwise owed on homestead 
 property to:
 (1) The surviving spouse of a veteran who died 
 from service-connected causes while on active 
 duty as a member of the United States Armed 
 Forces.
 (2) The surviving spouse of a first responder 
 who died in the line of duty. 
 (3) A first responder who is totally and 
 permanently disabled as a result of an injury or 
 injuries sustained in the line of duty. Causal 
 connection between a disability and service in 
 the line of duty shall not be presumed but must 
 be determined as provided by general law. For 
 purposes of this paragraph, the term “disability” 
 does not include a chronic condition or chronic 
 disease, unless the injury sustained in the line 
 of duty was the sole cause of the chronic 
 condition or chronic disease.
 As used in this subsection and as further 
 defined by general law, the term “first 
 responder” means a law enforcement officer, a 
 correctional officer, a firefighter, an emergency 
 medical technician, or a paramedic, and the 
 term “in the line of duty” means arising out of 
 and in the actual performance of duty required 
 by employment as a first responder. 

 ARTICLE XII
 SCHEDULE

 SECTION 37. Increased homestead 
 exemption. –This section and the amendment 
 to Section 6 of Article VII increasing the 
 homestead exemption by exempting the 
 assessed valuation of homestead property 
 greater than $100,000 and up to $125,000 for 
 all levies other than school district levies shall 
 take effect January 1, 2019.

 NO. 2
 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

 ARTICLE XII, SECTION 27

 BALLOT TITLE: 
 Limitations on Property Tax Assessments

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 Proposing an amendment to the State 
 Constitution to permanently retain provisions 
 currently in effect, which limit property tax 
 assessment increases on specified 
 nonhomestead real property, except for school 
 district taxes, to 10 percent each year. If 
 approved, the amendment removes the 
 scheduled repeal of such provisions in 2019 
 and shall take effect January 1, 2019.
 FULL TEXT:

 ARTICLE XII
 SCHEDULE

 SECTION 27. Property tax exemptions and 
 limitations on property tax assessments. –
 (a) The amendments to Sections 3, 4, and 6 of 
 Article VII, providing a $25,000 exemption for 

 tangible personal property, providing an 
 additional $25,000 homestead exemption, 
 authorizing transfer of the accrued benefit from 
 the limitations on the assessment of 
 homestead property, and this section, if 
 submitted to the electors of this state for 
 approval or rejection at a special election 
 authorized by law to be held on January 29, 
 2008, shall take effect upon approval by the 
 electors and shall operate retroactively to 
 January 1, 2008, or, if submitted to the electors 
 of this state for approval or rejection at the next 
 general election, shall take effect January 1 of 
 the year following such general election. The 
 amendments to Section 4 of Article VII creating 
 subsections  (g) (f) and  (h) (g) of that section, 
 creating a limitation on annual assessment 
 increases for specified real property, shall take 
 effect upon approval of the electors and shall 
 first limit assessments beginning January 1, 
 2009, if approved at a special election held on 
 January 29, 2008, or shall first limit 
 assessments beginning January 1, 2010, if 
 approved at the general election held in 
 November of 2008. Subsections (f) and (g) of 
 Section 4 of Article VII are repealed effective 
 January 1, 2019; however, the legislature shall 
 by joint resolution propose an amendment 
 abrogating the repeal of subsections (f) and 
 (g), which shall be submitted to the electors of 
 this state for approval or rejection at the 
 general election of 2018 and, if approved, shall 
 take effect January 1, 2019.
 (b) The amendment to subsection (a) 
 abrogating the scheduled repeal of subsections 
 (g) and (h) of Section 4 of Article VII of the 
 State Constitution as it existed in 2017, shall 
 take effect January 1, 2019.

 NO. 3
 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

 ARTICLE X, SECTION 29

 BALLOT TITLE: 
 Voter Control of Gambling in Florida

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 This amendment ensures that Florida voters 
 shall have the exclusive right to decide whether 
 to authorize casino gambling by requiring that 
 in order for casino gambling to be authorized 
 under Florida law, it must be approved by 
 Florida voters pursuant to Article XI, Section 3 
 of the Florida Constitution. Affects articles X 
 and XI. Defines casino gambling and clarifies 
 that this amendment does not conflict with 
 federal law regarding state/tribal compacts.

 FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT:
 The amendment’s impact on state and local 
 government revenues and costs, if any, cannot 
 be determined at this time because of its 
 unknown effect on gambling operations that 
 have not been approved by voters through a 
 constitutional amendment proposed by a 
 citizens’ initiative petition process.

 FULL TEXT:
 ARTICLE X, FLORIDA CONSTITUTION, is 
 amended to include the following new section:
 Voter Control of Gambling in Florida.
 (a) This amendment ensures that Florida 
 voters shall have the exclusive right to decide 
 whether to authorize casino gambling in the 
 State of Florida. This amendment requires a 
 vote by citizens’ initiative pursuant to Article XI, 
 section 3, in order for casino gambling to be 
 authorized under Florida law. This section 
 amends this Article; and also affects Article XI, 
 by making citizens’ initiatives the exclusive 
 method of authorizing casino gambling.
 (b) As used in this section, “casino gambling” 
 means any of the types of games typically 
 found in casinos and that are within the 
 definition of Class III gaming in the Federal 
 Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, 25 U.S.C. § 
 2701 et seq. (“IGRA”), and in 25 C.F.R. §502.4, 
 upon adoption of this amendment, and any that 
 are added to such definition of Class III gaming 
 in the future. This includes, but is not limited to, 
 any house banking game, including but not 
 limited to card games such as baccarat, 
 chemin de fer, blackjack (21), and pai gow (if 
 played as house banking games); any player-
 banked game that simulates a house banking 
 game, such as California black jack; casino 
 games such as roulette, craps, and keno; any 
 slot machines as defined in 15 U.S.C. 
 1171(a)(1); and any other game not authorized 
 by Article X, section 15, whether or not defined 
 as a slot machine, in which outcomes are 
 determined by random number generator or 
 are similarly assigned randomly, such as 
 instant or historical racing. As used herein, 
 “casino gambling” includes any electronic 
 gambling devices, simulated gambling devices, 
 video lottery devices, internet sweepstakes 
 devices, and any other form of electronic or 
 electromechanical facsimiles of any game of 
 chance, slot machine, or casino-style game, 
 regardless of how such devices are defined 
 under IGRA. As used herein, “casino gambling” 
 does not include pari-mutuel wagering on 
 horse racing, dog racing, or jai alai exhibitions. 
 For purposes of this section, “gambling” and 
 “gaming” are synonymous.
 (c) Nothing herein shall be deemed to limit the 
 right of the Legislature to exercise its authority 
 through general law to restrict, regulate, or tax 
 any gaming or gambling activities. In addition, 
 nothing herein shall be construed to limit the 
 ability of the state or Native American tribes to 
 negotiate gaming compacts pursuant to the 
 Federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act for the 
 conduct of casino gambling on tribal lands, or 
 to affect any existing gambling on tribal lands 
 pursuant to compacts executed by the state 
 and Native American tribes pursuant to IGRA.
 (d) This section is effective upon approval by 
 the voters, is self-executing, and no Legislative 
 implementation is required.
 (e) If any part of this section is held invalid for 
 any reason, the remaining portion or portions 
 shall be severed from the invalid portion and 
 given the fullest possible force and effect.

 NO. 4
 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

 ARTICLE VI, SECTION 4

 BALLOT TITLE: 
 Voting Restoration Amendment

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 This amendment restores the voting rights of 
 Floridians with felony convictions after they 
 complete all terms of their sentence including 
 parole or probation. The amendment would not 
 apply to those convicted of murder or sexual 
 offenses, who would continue to be 
 permanently barred from voting unless the 
 Governor and Cabinet vote to restore their 
 voting rights on a case by case basis.

 FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT:
 The precise effect of this amendment on state 
 and local government costs cannot be 
 determined, but the operation of current voter 
 registration laws, combined with an increased 
 number of felons registering to vote, will 
 produce higher overall costs relative to the 
 processes in place today. The impact, if any, on 
 state and local government revenues cannot 
 be determined. The fiscal impact of any future 
 legislation that implements a different process 
 cannot be reasonably determined.

 FULL TEXT:
 Article VI, Section 4. Disqualifications.–
 (a) No person convicted of a felony, or 
 adjudicated in this or any other state to be 
 mentally incompetent, shall be qualified to vote 
 or hold office until restoration of civil rights or 
 removal of disability.  Except as provided in 
 subsection (b) of this section, any 
 disqualification from voting arising from a 
 felony conviction shall terminate and voting 
 rights shall be restored upon completion of all 
 terms of sentence including parole or 
 probation.
 (b) No person convicted of murder or a felony 
 sexual offense shall be qualified to vote until 
 restoration of civil rights.
 (b c ) No person may appear on the ballot for re-
 election to any of the following offices:
 (1) Florida representative,
 (2) Florida senator,
 (3) Florida Lieutenant governor,
 (4) any office of the Florida cabinet,
 (5) U.S. Representative from Florida, or
 (6) U.S. Senator from Florida

 if, by the end of the current term of office, the 
 person will have served (or, but for resignation, 
 would have served) in that office for eight 
 consecutive years.

 NO. 5
 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

 ARTICLE VII, SECTION 19

 BALLOT TITLE:
 Supermajority Vote Required to Impose, 
 Authorize, or Raise State Taxes or Fees

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 Prohibits the legislature from imposing, 
 authorizing, or raising a state tax or fee except 
 through legislation approved by a two-thirds 
 vote of each house of the legislature in a bill 
 containing no other subject. This proposal does 
 not authorize a state tax or fee otherwise 
 prohibited by the Constitution and does not 
 apply to fees or taxes imposed or authorized to 
 be imposed by a county, municipality, school 
 board, or special district.

 FULL TEXT:
 ARTICLE VII

 FINANCE AND TAXATION
 SECTION 19. Supermajority vote required to 
 impose, authorize, or raise state taxes or 
 fees.–
 (a) SUPERMAJORITY VOTE REQUIRED TO 
 IMPOSE OR AUTHORIZE NEW STATE TAX 
 OR FEE. No new state tax or fee may be 
 imposed or authorized by the legislature except 
 through legislation approved by two-thirds of 
 the membership of each house of the 
 legislature and presented to the Governor for 
 approval pursuant to Article III, Section 8.
 (b) SUPERMAJORITY VOTE REQUIRED TO 
 RAISE STATE TAXES OR FEES. No state tax 
 or fee may be raised by the legislature except 
 through legislation approved by two-thirds of 
 the membership of each house of the 
 legislature and presented to the Governor for 
 approval pursuant to Article III, Section 8.
 (c) APPLICABILITY. This section does not 
 authorize the imposition of any state tax or fee 
 otherwise prohibited by this Constitution, and 
 does not apply to any tax or fee imposed by, or 
 authorized to be imposed by, a county, 
 municipality, school board, or special district.
 (d) DEFINITIONS. As used in this section, the 
 following terms shall have the following 
 meanings:
 (1) “Fee” means any charge or payment 
 required by law, including any fee for service, 
 fee or cost for licenses, and charge for service.
 (2) “Raise” means: 
 a. To increase or authorize an increase in the 
 rate of a state tax or fee imposed on a 
 percentage or per mill basis;
 b. To increase or authorize an increase in the 
 amount of a state tax or fee imposed on a flat 
 or fixed amount basis; or 
 c. To decrease or eliminate a state tax or fee 
 exemption or credit.
 (e) SINGLE-SUBJECT. A state tax or fee 
 imposed, authorized, or raised under this 
 section must be contained in a separate bill 
 that contains no other subject.

 NO. 6
 CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

 ARTICLE I, SECTION 16
 ARTICLE V, SECTIONS 8 AND 21

 ARTICLE XII, NEW SECTION 

 BALLOT TITLE: 
 Rights of Crime Victims; Judges

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 Creates constitutional rights for victims of 
 crime; requires courts to facilitate victims’ 
 rights; authorizes victims to enforce their rights 
 throughout criminal and juvenile justice 
 processes. Requires judges and hearing 
 officers to independently interpret statutes and 
 rules rather than deferring to government 
 agency’s interpretation. Raises mandatory 
 retirement age of state justices and judges 
 from seventy to seventy-five years; deletes 
 authorization to complete judicial term if one-
 half of term has been served by retirement 
 age.

 FULL TEXT:
 ARTICLE I 

 DECLARATION OF RIGHTS
 SECTION 16. Rights of accused and of 
 victims.–
 (a) In all criminal prosecutions the accused 
 shall, upon demand, be informed of the nature 
 and cause of the accusation, and shall be 
 furnished a copy of the charges, and shall have 
 the right to have compulsory process for 
 witnesses, to confront at trial adverse 
 witnesses, to be heard in person, by counsel or 
 both, and to have a speedy and public trial by 
 impartial jury in the county where the crime 
 was committed. If the county is not known, the 
 indictment or information may charge venue in 
 two or more counties conjunctively and proof 
 that the crime was committed in that area shall 
 be sufficient; but before pleading the accused 
 may elect in which of those counties the trial 
 will take place. Venue for prosecution of crimes 
 committed beyond the boundaries of the state 
 shall be fixed by law.
 (b) To preserve and protect the right of crime 
 victims to achieve justice, ensure a meaningful 
 role throughout the criminal and juvenile justice 
 systems for crime victims, and ensure that 
 crime victims’ rights and interests are 
 respected and protected by law in a manner no 
 less vigorous than protections afforded to 
 criminal defendants and juvenile delinquents, 
 every victim is entitled to the following rights, 
 beginning at the time of his or her victimization:
 (1) The right to due process and to be treated 
 with fairness and respect for the victim’s 
 dignity.
 (2) The right to be free from intimidation, 
 harassment, and abuse.
 (3) The right, within the judicial process, to be 
 reasonably protected from the accused and 
 any person acting on behalf of the accused. 
 However, nothing contained herein is intended 
 to create a special relationship between the 
 crime victim and any law enforcement agency 
 or office absent a special relationship or duty 
 as defined by Florida law.
 (4) The right to have the safety and welfare of 
 the victim and the victim’s family considered 
 when setting bail, including setting pretrial 
 release conditions that protect the safety and 
 welfare of the victim and the victim’s family.
 (5) The right to prevent the disclosure of 
 information or records that could be used to 
 locate or harass the victim or the victim’s 
 family, or which could disclose confidential or 
 privileged information of the victim.
 (6) A victim shall have the following specific 
 rights upon request:
 a. The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely 
 notice of, and to be present at, all public 
 proceedings involving the criminal conduct, 
 including, but not limited to, trial, plea, 
 sentencing, or adjudication, even if the victim 
 will be a witness at the proceeding, 
 notwithstanding any rule to the contrary. A 
 victim shall also be provided reasonable, 
 accurate, and timely notice of any release or 
 escape of the defendant or delinquent, and any 
 proceeding during which a right of the victim is 
 implicated.
 b. The right to be heard in any public 
 proceeding involving pretrial or other release 
 from any form of legal constraint, plea, 
 sentencing, adjudication, or parole, and any 
 proceeding during which a right of the victim is 
 implicated.
 c. The right to confer with the prosecuting 
 attorney concerning any plea agreements, 
 participation in pretrial diversion programs, 
 release, restitution, sentencing, or any other 
 disposition of the case.
 d. The right to provide information regarding 
 the impact of the offender’s conduct on the 
 victim and the victim’s family to the individual 
 responsible for conducting any presentence 
 investigation or compiling any presentence 
 investigation report, and to have any such 
 information considered in any sentencing 
 recommendations submitted to the court.
 e. The right to receive a copy of any 
 presentence report, and any other report or 
 record relevant to the exercise of a victim’s 
 right, except for such portions made 
 confidential or exempt by law.
 f. The right to be informed of the conviction, 

 sentence, ad judication, place and time of 
 incarceration, or other disposition of the 
 convicted offender, any scheduled release date 
 of the offender, and the release of or the 
 escape of the offender from custody.
 g. The right to be informed of all postconviction 
 processes and procedures, to participate in 
 such processes and procedures, to provide 
 information to the release authority to be 
 considered before any release decision is 
 made, and to be notified of any release 
 decision regarding the offender. The parole or 
 early release authority shall extend the right to 
 be heard to any person harmed by the 
 offender.
 h. The right to be informed of clemency and 
 expungement procedures, to provide 
 information to the governor, the court, any 
 clemency board, and other authority in these 
 procedures, and to have that information 
 considered before a clemency or expungement 
 decision is made; and to be notified of such 
 decision in advance of any release of the 
 offender.
 (7) The rights of the victim, as provided in 
 subparagraph (6)a., subparagraph (6)b., or 
 subparagraph (6)c., that apply to any first 
 appearance proceeding are satisfied by a 
 reasonable attempt by the appropriate agency 
 to notify the victim and convey the victim’s 
 views to the court.
 (8) The right to the prompt return of the victim’s 
 property when no longer needed as evidence 
 in the case.
 (9) The right to full and timely restitution in 
 every case and from each convicted offender 
 for all losses suffered, both directly and 
 indirectly, by the victim as a result of the 
 criminal conduct.
 (10) The right to proceedings free from 
 unreasonable delay, and to a prompt and final 
 conclusion of the case and any related 
 postjudgment proceedings.
 a. The state attorney may file a good faith 
 demand for a speedy trial and the trial court 
 shall hold a calendar call, with notice, within 
 fifteen days of the filing demand, to schedule a 
 trial to commence on a date at least five days 
 but no more than sixty days after the date of 
 the calendar call unless the trial judge enters 
 an order with specific findings of fact justifying 
 a trial date more than sixty days after the 
 calendar call.
 b. All state-level appeals and collateral attacks 
 on any judgment must be complete within two 
 years from the date of appeal in non-capital 
 cases and within five years from the date of 
 appeal in capital cases, unless a court enters 
 an order with specific findings as to why the 
 court was unable to comply with this 
 subparagraph and the circumstances causing 
 the delay. Each year, the chief judge of any 
 district court of appeal or the chief justice of the 
 supreme court shall report on a case-by- case 
 basis to the speaker of the house of 
 representatives and the president of the senate 
 all cases where the court entered an order 
 regarding inability to comply with this 
 subparagraph. The legislature may enact 
 legislation to implement this subparagraph.
 (11) The right to be informed of these rights, 
 and to be informed that victims can seek the 
 advice of an attorney with respect to their 
 rights. This information shall be made available 
 to the general public and provided to all crime 
 victims in the form of a card or by other means 
 intended to effectively advise the victim of their 
 rights under this section.
 (c) The victim, the retained attorney of the 
 victim, a lawful representative of the victim, or 
 the office of the state attorney upon request of 
 the victim, may assert and seek enforcement of 
 the rights enumerated in this section and any 
 other right afforded to a victim by law in any 
 trial or appellate court, or before any other 
 authority with jurisdiction over the case, as a 
 matter of right. The court or other authority with 
 jurisdiction shall act promptly on such a 
 request, affording a remedy by due course of 
 law for the violation of any right. The reasons 
 for any decision regarding the disposition of a 
 victim’s right shall be clearly stated on the 
 record.
 (d) The granting of the rights enumerated in 
 this section to victims may not be construed to 
 deny or impair any other rights possessed by 
 victims. The provisions of this section apply 
 throughout criminal and juvenile justice 
 processes, are self-executing, and do not 
 require implementing legislation. This section 
 may not be construed to create any cause of 
 action for damages against the state or a 
 political subdivision of the state, or any officer, 
 employee, or agent of the state or its political 
 subdivisions.
 (e) As used in this section, a “victim” is a 
 person who suffers direct or threatened 
 physical, psychological, or financial harm as a 
 result of the commission or attempted 
 commission of a crime or delinquent act or 
 against whom the crime or delinquent act is 
 committed. The term “victim” includes the 
 victim’s lawful representative, the parent or 
 guardian of a minor, or the next of kin of a 
 homicide victim, except upon a showing that 
 the interest of such individual would be in 
 actual or potential conflict with the interests of 
 the victim. The term “victim” does not include 
 the accused. The terms “crime” and “criminal” 
 include delinquent acts and conduct  Victims of 
 crime or their lawful representatives, including 
 the next of kin of homicide victims, are entitled 
 to the right to be informed, to be present, and 
 to be heard when relevant, at all crucial stages 
 of criminal proceedings, to the extent that 
 these rights do not interfere with the 
 constitutional rights of the accused.

 ARTICLE V 
 JUDICIARY

 SECTION 8. Eligibility.–No person shall be 
 eligible for office of justice or judge of any court 
 unless the person is an elector of the state and 
 resides in the territorial jurisdiction of the court. 
 No justice or judge shall serve after attaining 
 the age of  seventy-five  seventy years except 
 upon temporary assignment or to complete a 
 term, one-half of which has been served. No 
 person is eligible for the office of justice of the 
 supreme court or judge of a district court of 
 appeal unless the person is, and has been for 
 the preceding ten years, a member of the bar 
 of Florida. No person is eligible for the office of 
 circuit judge unless the person is, and has 
 been for the preceding five years, a member of 
 the bar of Florida. Unless otherwise provided 
 by general law, no person is eligible for the 
 office of county court judge unless the person 
 is, and has been for the preceding five years, a 
 member of the bar of Florida. Unless otherwise 
 provided by general law, a person shall be 
 eligible for election or appointment to the office 
 of county court judge in a county having a 
 population of 40,000 or less if the person is a 
 member in good standing of the bar of Florida.
 SECTION 21. Judicial interpretation of statutes 
 and rules.–In interpreting a state statute or 
 rule, a state court or an officer hearing an 
 administrative action pursuant to general law 
 may not defer to an administrative agency’s 
 interpretation of such statute or rule, and must 
 instead interpret such statute or rule de novo.

 ARTICLE XII 
 SCHEDULE

 Eligibility of justices and judges.–The 
 amendment to Section 8 of Article V, which 
 increases the age at which a justice or judge is 
 no longer eligible to serve in judicial office 
 except upon temporary assignment, shall take 
 effect July 1, 2019.

 NO. 7
 CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

 ARTICLE IX, SECTIONS 7 AND 8
 ARTICLE X, NEW SECTION 

 BALLOT TITLE: 
 First Responder and Military Member Survivor 
 Benefits; Public Colleges and Universities

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 Grants mandatory payment of death benefits 
 and waiver of certain educational expenses to 
 qualifying survivors of certain first responders 
 and military members who die performing 
 official duties. Requires supermajority votes by 
 university trustees and state university system 
 board of governors to raise or impose all 

 legislatively authorized fees if law requires 
 approval by those bodies. Establishes existing 
 state college system as constitutional entity; 
 provides governance structure.

 FULL TEXT:
 ARTICLE IX
 EDUCATION

 SECTION 7. State University System.–
 (a) PURPOSES. In order to achieve excellence 
 through teaching students, advancing research 
 and providing public service for the benefit of 
 Florida’s citizens, their communities and 
 economies, the people hereby establish a 
 system of governance for the state university 
 system of Florida.
 (b) STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM. There shall 
 be a single state university system comprised 
 of all public universities. A board of trustees 
 shall administer each public university and a 
 board of governors shall govern the state 
 university system.
 (c) LOCAL BOARDS OF TRUSTEES. Each 
 local constituent university shall be 
 administered by a board of trustees consisting 
 of thirteen members dedicated to the purposes 
 of the state university system. The board of 
 governors shall establish the powers and 
 duties of the boards of trustees. Each board of 
 trustees shall consist of six citizen members 
 appointed by the governor and five citizen 
 members appointed by the board of governors. 
 The appointed members shall be confirmed by 
 the senate and serve staggered terms of five 
 years as provided by law. The chair of the 
 faculty senate, or the equivalent, and the 
 president of the student body of the university 
 shall also be members.
 (d) STATEWIDE BOARD OF GOVERNORS. 
 The board of governors shall be a body 
 corporate consisting of seventeen members. 
 The board shall operate, regulate, control, and 
 be fully responsible for the management of the 
 whole university system. These responsibilities 
 shall include, but not be limited to, defining the 
 distinctive mission of each constituent 
 university and its articulation with free public 
 schools and community colleges, ensuring the 
 well-planned coordination and operation of the 
 system, and avoiding wasteful duplication of 
 facilities or programs. The board’s 
 management shall be subject to the powers of 
 the legislature to appropriate for the 
 expenditure of funds, and the board shall 
 account for such expenditures as provided by 
 law. The governor shall appoint to the board 
 fourteen citizens dedicated to the purposes of 
 the state university system. The appointed 
 members shall be confirmed by the senate and 
 serve staggered terms of seven years as 
 provided by law. The commissioner of 
 education, the chair of the advisory council of 
 faculty senates, or the equivalent, and the 
 president of the Florida student association, or 
 the equivalent, shall also be members of the 
 board.
 (e) FEES. Any proposal or action of a 
 constituent university to raise, impose, or 
 authorize any fee, as authorized by law, must 
 be approved by at least nine affirmative votes 
 of the members of the board of trustees of the 
 constituent university, if approval by the board 
 of trustees is required by general law, and at 
 least twelve affirmative votes of the members 
 of the board of governors, if approval by the 
 board of governors is required by general law, 
 in order to take effect. A fee under this 
 subsection shall not include tuition.
 SECTION 8. State College System.–
 (a) PURPOSES. In order to achieve excellence 
 and to provide access to undergraduate 
 education to the students of this state; to 
 originate articulated pathways to a 
 baccalaureate degree; to ensure superior 
 commitment to teaching and learning; and to 
 respond quickly and efficiently to meet the 
 demand of communities by aligning certificate 
 and degree programs with local and regional 
 workforce needs, the people hereby establish a 
 system of governance for the state college 
 system of Florida.
 (b) STATE COLLEGE SYSTEM. There shall be 
 a single state college system comprised of all 
 public community and state colleges. A local 
 board of trustees shall govern each state 
 college system institution and the state board 
 of education shall supervise the state college 
 system.
 (c) LOCAL BOARDS OF TRUSTEES. Each 
 state college system institution shall be 
 governed by a local board of trustees 
 dedicated to the purposes of the state college 
 system. A member of a board of trustees must 
 be a resident of the service delivery area of the 
 college. The powers and duties of the boards 
 of trustees shall be provided by law. Each 
 member shall be appointed by the governor to 
 staggered 4-year terms, subject to confirmation 
 by the senate.
 (d) ROLE OF THE STATE BOARD OF 
 EDUCATION. The state board of education 
 shall supervise the state college system as 
 provided by law.

 ARTICLE X 
 MISCELLANEOUS

 Death benefits for survivors of first responders 
 and military members.–
 (a) A death benefit shall be paid by the 
 employing agency when a firefighter; a 
 paramedic; an emergency medical technician; 
 a law enforcement, correctional, or correctional 
 probation officer; or a member of the Florida 
 National Guard, while engaged in the 
 performance of their official duties, is:
 (1) Accidentally killed or receives accidental 
 bodily injury which results in the loss of the 
 individual’s life, provided that such killing is not 
 the result of suicide and that such bodily injury 
 is not intentionally self-inflicted; or
 (2) Unlawfully and intentionally killed or dies as 
 a result of such unlawful and intentional act or 
 is killed during active duty.
 (b) A death benefit shall be paid by funds from 
 general revenue when an active duty member 
 of the United States Armed Forces is:
 (1) Accidentally killed or receives accidental 
 bodily injury which results in the loss of the 
 individual’s life, provided that such killing is not 
 the result of suicide and that such bodily injury 
 is not intentionally self-inflicted; or
 (2) Unlawfully and intentionally killed or dies as 
 a result of such unlawful and intentional act or 
 is killed during active duty.
 (c) If a firefighter; a paramedic; an emergency 
 medical technician; a law enforcement, 
 correctional, or correctional probation officer; or 
 an active duty member of the Florida National 
 Guard or United States Armed Forces is 
 accidentally killed as specified in paragraphs 
 (a)(1) and (b)(1), or unlawfully and intentionally 
 killed as specified in paragraphs (a)(2) and 
 (b)(2), the state shall waive certain educational 
 expenses that the child or spouse of the 
 deceased first responder or military member 
 incurs while obtaining a career certificate, an 
 undergraduate education, or a postgraduate 
 education.
 (d) An eligible first responder must have been 
 working for the State of Florida or any of its 
 political subdivisions or agencies at the time of 
 death. An eligible military member must have 
 been a resident of this state or his or her duty 
 post must have been within this state at the 
 time of death.
 (e) The legislature shall implement this section 
 by general law.
 (f) This section shall take effect on July 1, 
 2019.

 NO. 8
 CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

 ARTICLE IX, SECTION 4, NEW SECTION 
 ARTICLE XII, NEW SECTION

 BALLOT TITLE: 
 School Board Term Limits and Duties; Public 
 Schools

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 Creates a term limit of eight 
 consecutive years for school board 
 members and requires the legislature 
 to provide for the promotion of civic 
 literacy in public schools. Currently, 
 district school boards have a 
 constitutional duty to operate, control, 
 and supervise all public schools. The 
 amendment maintains a school board’s 
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 duties to public schools it establishes, but 
 permits the state to operate, control, and 
 supervise public schools not established by the 
 school board.

 FULL TEXT:
 ARTICLE IX
 EDUCATION
 SECTION 4. School districts; school boards.–
 (a) Each county shall constitute a school 
 district; provided, two or more contiguous 
 counties, upon vote of the electors of each 
 county pursuant to law, may be combined into 
 one school district. In each school district there 
 shall be a school board composed of five or 
 more members chosen by vote of the electors 
 in a nonpartisan election for appropriately 
 staggered terms of four years, as provided by 
 law.  A person may not appear on the ballot for 
 re-election to the office of school board if, by 
 the end of the current term of office, the person 
 would have served, or but for resignation would 
 have served, in that office for eight consecutive 
 years.
 (b) The school board shall operate, control, and 
 supervise all free public schools  established by 
 the district school board  within the school 
 district and determine the rate of school district 
 taxes within the limits prescribed herein. Two or 
 more school districts may operate and finance 
 joint educational programs.
 SECTION . Civic literacy.– As education is 
 essential to the preservation of the rights and 
 liberties of the people, the legislature shall 
 provide by law for the promotion of civic 
 literacy in order to ensure that students 
 enrolled in public education understand and 
 are prepared to exercise their rights and 
 responsibilities as citizens of a constitutional 
 republic.

 ARTICLE XII 
 SCHEDULE

 Limitation on terms of office for members of a 
 district school board.- This section and the 
 amendment to Section 4 of Article IX imposing 
 term limits for the terms of office for members 
 of a district school board shall take effect on 
 the date it is approved by the electorate, but no 
 service in a term of office which commenced 
 prior to November 6, 2018, will be counted 
 against the limitation imposed by this 
 amendment.

 NO. 9
 CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

 ARTICLE II, SECTION 7
 ARTICLE X, SECTION 20 

 BALLOT TITLE: 
 Prohibits Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling; 
 Prohibits Vaping in Enclosed Indoor 
 Workplaces

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 Prohibits drilling for the exploration or 
 extraction of oil and natural gas beneath all 
 state-owned waters between the mean high 
 water line and the state’s outermost territorial 
 boundaries. Adds use of vapor-generating 
 electronic devices to current prohibition of 
 tobacco smoking in enclosed indoor 
 workplaces with exceptions; permits more 
 restrictive local vapor ordinances.

 FULL TEXT:
 ARTICLE II 

 GENERAL PROVISIONS
 SECTION 7. Natural resources and scenic 
 beauty.–
 (a) It shall be the policy of the state to conserve 
 and protect its natural resources and scenic 
 beauty. Adequate provision shall be made by 
 law for the abatement of air and water pollution 
 and of excessive and unnecessary noise and 
 for the conservation and protection of natural 
 resources.
 (b) Those in the Everglades Agricultural Area 
 who cause water pollution within the 
 Everglades Protection Area or the Everglades 
 Agricultural Area shall be primarily responsible 
 for paying the costs of the abatement of that 
 pollution. For the purposes of this subsection, 
 the terms “Everglades Protection Area” and 
 “Everglades Agricultural Area” shall have the 
 meanings as defined in statutes in effect on 
 January 1, 1996.
 (c) To protect the people of Florida and their 
 environment, drilling for exploration or 
 extraction of oil or natural gas is prohibited on 
 lands beneath all state waters which have not 
 been alienated and that lie between the mean 
 high water line and the outermost boundaries 
 of the state’s territorial seas. This prohibition 
 does not apply to the transportation of oil and 
 gas products produced outside of such waters. 
 This subsection is self-executing.

 ARTICLE X 
 MISCELLANEOUS

 SECTION 20. Workplaces without tobacco 
 smoke  or vapor .–
 (a) PROHIBITION. As a Florida health initiative 
 to protect people from the health hazards of 
 second-hand tobacco smoke  and vapor , 
 tobacco smoking  and the use of vapor-
 generating electronic devices are  is prohibited 
 in enclosed indoor workplaces.  This section 
 does not preclude the adoption of ordinances 
 that impose more restrictive regulation on the 
 use of vapor-generating electronic devices 
 than is provided in this section.
 (b) EXCEPTIONS. As further explained in the 
 definitions below, tobacco smoking  and the use 
 of vapor-generating electronic devices  may be 
 permitted in private residences whenever they 
 are not being used commercially to provide 
 child care, adult care, or health care, or any 
 combination thereof; and further may be 
 permitted in retail tobacco shops,  vapor-
 generating electronic device retailers , 
 designated smoking guest rooms at hotels and 
 other public lodging establishments; and stand-
 alone bars. However, nothing in this section or 
 in its implementing legislation or regulations 
 shall prohibit the owner, lessee, or other 
 person in control of the use of an enclosed 
 indoor workplace from further prohibiting  or
 limiting smoking or  the use of vapor-generating 
 electronic devices  therein.
 (c) DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this section, 
 the following words and terms shall have the 
 stated meanings:
 (1) “Smoking” means inhaling, exhaling, 
 burning, carrying, or possessing any lighted 
 tobacco product, including cigarettes, cigars, 
 pipe tobacco, and any other lighted tobacco 
 product.
 (2) “Second-hand smoke,” also known as 
 environmental tobacco smoke (ETS), means 
 smoke emitted from lighted, smoldering, or 
 burning tobacco when the smoker is not 
 inhaling; smoke emitted at the mouthpiece 
 during puff drawing; and smoke exhaled by the 
 smoker.
 (3) “Work” means any person’s providing any 
 employment or employment-type service for or 
 at the request of another individual or 
 individuals or any public or private entity, 
 whether for compensation or not, whether full 
 or part-time, whether legally or not. “Work” 
 includes, without limitation, any such service 
 performed by an employee, independent 
 contractor, agent, partner, proprietor, manager, 
 officer, director, apprentice, trainee, associate, 
 servant, volunteer, and the like.
 (4) “Enclosed indoor workplace” means any 
 place where one or more persons engages in 
 work, and which place is predominantly or 
 totally bounded on all sides and above by 
 physical barriers, regardless of whether such 
 barriers consist of or include uncovered 
 openings, screened or otherwise partially 
 covered openings; or open or closed windows, 
 jalousies, doors, or the like. This section 
 applies to all such enclosed indoor workplaces 
 without regard to whether work is occurring at 
 any given time.
 (5) “Commercial” use of a private residence 
 means any time during which the owner, 
 lessee, or other person occupying or 
 controlling the use of the private residence is 
 furnishing in the private residence, or causing 
 or allowing to be furnished in the private 
 residence, child care, adult care, or health 
 care, or any combination thereof, and receiving 
 or expecting to receive compensation therefor.
 (6) “Retail tobacco shop” means any enclosed 

 indoor workplace dedicated to or 
 predominantly for the retail sale of tobacco, 
 tobacco products, and accessories for such 
 products, in which the sale of other products or 
 services is merely incidental.
 (7) “Designated smoking guest rooms at public 
 lodging establishments” means the sleeping 
 rooms and directly associated private areas, 
 such as bathrooms, living rooms, and kitchen 
 areas, if any, rented to guests for their 
 exclusive transient occupancy in public lodging 
 establishments including hotels, motels, resort 
 condominiums, transient apartments, transient 
 lodging establishments, rooming houses, 
 boarding houses, resort dwellings, bed and 
 breakfast inns, and the like; and designated by 
 the person or persons having management 
 authority over such public lodging 
 establishment as rooms in which smoking may 
 be permitted.
 (8) “Stand-alone bar” means any place of 
 business devoted during any time of operation 
 predominantly or totally to serving alcoholic 
 beverages, intoxicating beverages, or 
 intoxicating liquors, or any combination thereof, 
 for consumption on the licensed premises; in 
 which the serving of food, if any, is merely 
 incidental to the consumption of any such 
 beverage; and that is not located within, and 
 does not share any common entryway or 
 common indoor area with, any other enclosed 
 indoor workplace including any business for 
 which the sale of food or any other product or 
 service is more than an incidental source of 
 gross revenue.
 (9) “Vapor-generating electronic device” means 
 any product that employs an electronic, a 
 chemical, or a mechanical means capable of 
 producing vapor or aerosol from a nicotine 
 product or any other substance, including, but 
 not limited to, an electronic cigarette, electronic 
 cigar, electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, or 
 other similar device or product, any 
 replacement cartridge for such device, and any 
 other container of a solution or other substance 
 intended to be used with or within an electronic 
 cigarette, electronic cigar, electronic cigarillo, 
 electronic pipe, or other similar device or 
 product.
 (10) “Vapor-generating electronic device 
 retailer” means any enclosed indoor workplace 
 dedicated to or predominantly for the retail sale 
 of vapor-generating electronic devices and 
 components, parts, and accessories for such 
 products, in which the sale of other products or 
 services is merely incidental. 
 (d) LEGISLATION. In the next regular 
 legislative session occurring after voter 
 approval of this  section or any amendment to 
 this section  amendment, the Florida legislature 
 shall adopt legislation to implement this  section 
 and any amendment to this section
 amendment in a manner consistent with its 
 broad purpose and stated terms, and having 
 an effective date no later than July 1 of the 
 year following voter approval. Such legislation 
 shall include, without limitation, civil penalties 
 for violations of this section; provisions for 
 administrative enforcement; and the 
 requirement and authorization of agency rules 
 for implementation and enforcement.  This 
 section does not  Nothing herein shall preclude 
 the legislature from enacting any law 
 constituting or allowing a more restrictive 
 regulation of tobacco smoking  or the use of 
 vapor-generating electronic devices  than is 
 provided in this section.

 NO. 10
 CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

 ARTICLE III, SECTION 3
 ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 4 AND 11
 ARTICLE VIII, SECTIONS 1 AND 6 

 BALLOT TITLE: 
 State and Local Government Structure and 
 Operation

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 Requires legislature to retain department of 
 veterans’ affairs. Ensures election of sheriffs, 
 property appraisers, supervisors of elections, 
 tax collectors, and clerks of court in all 
 counties; removes county charters’ ability to 
 abolish, change term, transfer duties, or 
 eliminate election of these offices. Changes 
 annual legislative session commencement date 
 in even- numbered years from March to 
 January; removes legislature’s authorization to 
 fix another date. Creates office of domestic 
 security and counterterrorism within 
 department of law enforcement.

 FULL TEXT:
 ARTICLE III 

 LEGISLATURE
 SECTION 3. Sessions of the legislature.–
 (a) ORGANIZATION SESSIONS. On the 
 fourteenth day following each general election 
 the legislature shall convene for the exclusive 
 purpose of organization and selection of 
 officers.
 (b) REGULAR SESSIONS. A regular session 
 of the legislature shall convene on the first 
 Tuesday after the first Monday in March of 
 each odd-numbered year, and on the  second
 first Tuesday after the first Monday in  January
 March, or such other date as may be fixed by 
 law, of each even-numbered year.
 (c) SPECIAL SESSIONS.
 (1) The governor, by proclamation stating the 
 purpose, may convene the legislature in 
 special session during which only such 
 legislative business may be transacted as is 
 within the purview of the proclamation, or of a 
 communication from the governor, or is 
 introduced by consent of two-thirds of the 
 membership of each house.
 (2) A special session of the legislature may be 
 convened as provided by law.
 (d) LENGTH OF SESSIONS. A regular session 
 of the legislature shall not exceed sixty 
 consecutive days, and a special session shall 
 not exceed twenty consecutive days, unless 
 extended beyond such limit by a three-fifths 
 vote of each house. During such an extension 
 no new business may be taken up in either 
 house without the consent of two-thirds of its 
 membership.
 (e) ADJOURNMENT. Neither house shall 
 adjourn for more than seventy-two consecutive 
 hours except pursuant to concurrent resolution.
 (f) ADJOURNMENT BY GOVERNOR. If, during 
 any regular or special session, the two houses 
 cannot agree upon a time for adjournment, the 
 governor may adjourn the session sine die or 
 to any date within the period authorized for 
 such session; provided that, at least twenty-
 four hours before adjourning the session, and 
 while neither house is in recess, each house 
 shall be given formal written notice of the 
 governor’s intention to do so, and agreement 
 reached within that period by both houses on a 
 time for adjournment shall prevail.

 ARTICLE IV
 EXECUTIVE

 SECTION 4. Cabinet.–
 (a) There shall be a cabinet composed of an 
 attorney general, a chief financial officer, and a 
 commissioner of agriculture. In addition to the 
 powers and duties specified herein, they shall 
 exercise such powers and perform such duties 
 as may be prescribed by law. In the event of a 
 tie vote of the governor and cabinet, the side 
 on which the governor voted shall be deemed 
 to prevail.
  (b) The attorney general shall be the chief 
 state legal officer. There is created in the office 
 of the attorney general the position of 
 statewide prosecutor. The statewide prosecutor 
 shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the state 
 attorneys to prosecute violations of criminal 
 laws occurring or having occurred, in two or 
 more judicial circuits as part of a related 
 transaction, or when any such offense is 
 affecting or has affected two or more judicial 
 circuits as provided by general law. The 
 statewide prosecutor shall be appointed by the 
 attorney general from not less than three 
 persons nominated by the judicial nominating 
 commission for the supreme court, or as 
 otherwise provided by general law.
 (c) The chief financial officer shall serve as the 
 chief fiscal officer of the state, and shall settle 
 and approve accounts against the state, and 
 shall keep all state funds and securities.
 (d) The commissioner of agriculture shall have 

 supervision of matters pertaining to agriculture 
 except as otherwise provided by law.
 (e) The governor as chair, the chief financial 
 officer, and the attorney general shall constitute 
 the state board of administration, which shall 
 succeed to all the power, control, and authority 
 of the state board of administration established 
 pursuant to Article IX, Section 16 of the 
 Constitution of 1885, and which shall continue 
 as a body at least for the life of Article XII, 
 Section 9(c).
 (f) The governor as chair, the chief financial 
 officer, the attorney general, and the 
 commissioner of agriculture shall constitute the 
 trustees of the internal improvement trust fund
 and the land acquisition trust fund as provided 
 by law.
 (g) The governor as chair, the chief financial 
 officer, the attorney general, and the 
 commissioner of agriculture shall constitute the 
 agency head of the Department of Law 
 Enforcement.  The Office of Domestic Security 
 and Counterterrorism is created within the 
 Department of Law Enforcement. The Office of 
 Domestic Security and Counterterrorism shall 
 provide support for prosecutors and federal, 
 state, and local law enforcement agencies that 
 investigate or analyze information relating to 
 attempts or acts of terrorism or that prosecute 
 terrorism, and shall perform any other duties 
 that are provided by law.
 SECTION 11. Department of  Veterans’
 Veterans Affairs.–The legislature, by general 
 law,  shall provide for a  may provide for the 
 establishment of the Department of  Veterans’ 
 Veterans Affairs  and prescribe its duties. The 
 head of the department is the governor and 
 cabinet.

 ARTICLE VIII 
 LOCAL GOVERNMENT

 SECTION 1. Counties.–
 (a) POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. The state 
 shall be divided by law into political 
 subdivisions called counties. Counties may be 
 created, abolished or changed by law, with 
 provision for payment or apportionment of the 
 public debt.
 (b) COUNTY FUNDS. The care, custody and 
 method of disbursing county funds shall be 
 provided by general law.
 (c) GOVERNMENT. Pursuant to general or 
 special law, a county government may be 
 established by charter which shall be adopted, 
 amended or repealed only upon vote of the 
 electors of the county in a special election 
 called for that purpose.
 (d) COUNTY OFFICERS. There shall be 
 elected by the electors of each county, for 
 terms of four years, a sheriff, a tax collector, a 
 property appraiser, a supervisor of elections, 
 and a clerk of the circuit court; except, when 
 provided by county charter or special law 
 approved by vote of the electors of the county, 
 any county officer may be chosen in another 
 manner therein specified, or any county office 
 may be abolished when all the duties of the 
 office prescribed by general law are transferred 
 to another office.  Unless  When not otherwise 
 provided by county charter or special law 
 approved by vote of the electors  or pursuant to 
 Article V, section 16 , the clerk of the circuit 
 court shall be ex officio clerk of the board of 
 county commissioners, auditor, recorder and 
 custodian of all county funds.  Notwithstanding 
 subsection 6(e) of this article, a county charter 
 may not abolish the office of a sheriff, a tax 
 collector, a property appraiser, a supervisor of 
 elections, or a clerk of the circuit court; transfer 
 the duties of those officers to another officer or 
 office; change the length of the four-year term 
 of office; or establish any manner of selection 
 other than by election by the electors of the 
 county.
 (e) COMMISSIONERS. Except when otherwise 
 provided by county charter, the governing body 
 of each county shall be a board of county 
 commissioners composed of five or seven 
 members serving staggered terms of four 
 years. After each decennial census the board 
 of county commissioners shall divide the 
 county into districts of contiguous territory as 
 nearly equal in population as practicable. One 
 commissioner residing in each district shall be 
 elected as provided by law.
 (f) NON-CHARTER GOVERNMENT. Counties 
 not operating under county charters shall have 
 such power of self-government as is provided 
 by general or special law. The board of county 
 commissioners of a county not operating under 
 a charter may enact, in a manner prescribed by 
 general law, county ordinances not inconsistent 
 with general or special law, but an ordinance in 
 conflict with a municipal ordinance shall not be 
 effective within the municipality to the extent of 
 such conflict.
 (g) CHARTER GOVERNMENT. Counties 
 operating under county charters shall have all 
 powers of local self-government not 
 inconsistent with general law, or with special 
 law approved by vote of the electors. The 
 governing body of a county operating under a 
 charter may enact county ordinances not 
 inconsistent with general law. The charter shall 
 provide which shall prevail in the event of 
 conflict between county and municipal 
 ordinances.
 (h) TAXES; LIMITATION. Property situate 
 within municipalities shall not be subject to 
 taxation for services rendered by the county 
 exclusively for the benefit of the property or 
 residents in unincorporated areas.
 (i) COUNTY ORDINANCES. Each county 
 ordinance shall be filed with the custodian of 
 state records and shall become effective at 
 such time thereafter as is provided by general 
 law.
 (j) VIOLATION OF ORDINANCES. Persons 
 violating county ordinances shall be 
 prosecuted and punished as provided by law.
 (k) COUNTY SEAT. In every county there shall 
 be a county seat at which shall be located the 
 principal offices and permanent records of all 
 county officers. The county seat may not be 
 moved except as provided by general law. 
 Branch offices for the conduct of county 
 business may be established elsewhere in the 
 county by resolution of the governing body of 
 the county in the manner prescribed by law. No 
 instrument shall be deemed recorded until filed 
 at the county seat, or a branch office 
 designated by the governing body of the 
 county for the recording of instruments, 
 according to law.
 SECTION 6. Schedule to Article VIII.–
 (a) This article shall replace all of Article VIII of 
 the Constitution of 1885, as amended, except 
 those sections expressly retained and made a 
 part of this article by reference. 
 (b) COUNTIES; COUNTY SEATS; 
 MUNICIPALITIES; DISTRICTS. The status of 
 the following items as they exist on the date 
 this article becomes effective is recognized and 
 shall be continued until changed in accordance 
 with law: the counties of the state; their status 
 with respect to the legality of the sale of 
 intoxicating liquors, wines and beers; the 
 method of selection of county officers; the 
 performance of municipal functions by county 
 officers; the county seats; and the 
 municipalities and special districts of the state, 
 their powers, jurisdiction and government.
 (c) OFFICERS TO CONTINUE IN OFFICE. 
 Every person holding office when this article 
 becomes effective shall continue in office for 
 the remainder of the term if that office is not 
 abolished. If the office is abolished the 
 incumbent shall be paid adequate 
 compensation, to be fixed by law, for the loss 
 of emoluments for the remainder of the term.
 (d) ORDINANCES. Local laws relating only to 
 unincorporated areas of a county on the 
 effective date of this article may be amended or 
 repealed by county ordinance.
 (e) CONSOLIDATION AND HOME RULE. 
 Article VIII, Sections 9, 10, 11 and 24, of the 
 Constitution of 1885, as amended, shall remain 
 in full force and effect as to each county 
 affected, as if this article had not been adopted, 
 until that county shall expressly adopt a charter 
 or home rule plan pursuant to this article. All 
 provisions of the Metropolitan Dade County 
 Home Rule Charter, heretofore or hereafter 
 adopted by the electors of Dade County 
 pursuant to Article VIII, Section 11, of the 
 Constitution of 1885, as amended, shall be 
 valid, and any amendments to such charter 
 shall be valid; provided that the said provisions 

 of such charter and the said amendments 
 thereto are authorized under said Article VIII, 
 Section 11, of the Constitution of 1885, as 
 amended.
 (f) DADE COUNTY; POWERS CONFERRED 
 UPON MUNICIPALITIES. To the extent not 
 inconsistent with the powers of existing 
 municipalities or general law, the Metropolitan 
 Government of Dade County may exercise all 
 the powers conferred now or hereafter by 
 general law upon municipalities.
 (g) SELECTION AND DUTIES OF COUNTY 
 OFFICERS.–
 (1) Except as provided in this subsection, the 
 amendment to Section 1 of this article, relating 
 to the selection and duties of county officers, 
 shall take effect January 5, 2021, but shall 
 govern with respect to the qualifying for and 
 the holding of the primary and general 
 elections for county constitutional officers in 
 2020.
 (2) For Miami-Dade County and Broward 
 County, the amendment to Section 1 of this 
 article, relating to the selection and duties of 
 county officers, shall take effect January 7, 
 2025, but shall govern with respect to the 
 qualifying for and the holding of the primary 
 and general elections for county constitutional 
 officers in 2024.
 (h) (g) DELETION OF OBSOLETE SCHEDULE 
 ITEMS. The legislature shall have power, by 
 joint resolution, to delete from this article any 
 subsection of this Section 6, including this 
 subsection, when all events to which the 
 subsection to be deleted is or could become 
 applicable have occurred. A legislative 
 determination of fact made as a basis for 
 application of this subsection shall be subject 
 to judicial review.

 NO. 11
 CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

 ARTICLE I, SECTION 2
 ARTICLE X, SECTIONS 9 AND 19 

 BALLOT TITLE: 
 Property Rights; Removal of Obsolete 
 Provision; Criminal Statutes

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 Removes discriminatory language related to 
 real property rights. Removes obsolete 
 language repealed by voters. Deletes provision 
 that amendment of a criminal statute will not 
 affect prosecution or penalties for a crime 
 committed before the amendment; retains 
 current provision allowing prosecution of a 
 crime committed before the repeal of a criminal 
 statute.

 FULL TEXT:
 ARTICLE I 

 DECLARATION OF RIGHTS
 SECTION 2. Basic rights.–All natural persons, 
 female and male alike, are equal before the 
 law and have inalienable rights, among which 
 are the right to enjoy and defend life and 
 liberty, to pursue happiness, to be rewarded for 
 industry, and to acquire, possess and protect 
 property; except that the ownership, 
 inheritance, disposition and possession of real 
 property by aliens ineligible for citizenship may 
 be regulated or prohibited by law. No person 
 shall be deprived of any right because of race, 
 religion, national origin, or physical disability.

 ARTICLE X 
 MISCELLANEOUS

 SECTION 9. Repeal of criminal statutes.–
 Repeal or amendment of a criminal statute 
 shall not affect prosecution or punishment for 
 any crime previously committed  before such 
 repeal .
 SECTION 19.  Repealed  High speed ground 
 transportation system.–To reduce traffic 
 congestion and provide alternatives to the 
 traveling public, it is hereby declared to be in 
 the public interest that a high speed ground 
 transportation system consisting of a monorail, 
 fixed guideway or magnetic levitation system, 
 capable of speeds in excess of 120 miles per 
 hour, be developed and operated in the State 
 of Florida to provide high speed ground 
 transportation by innovative, efficient and 
 effective technologies consisting of dedicated 
 rails or guideways separated from motor 
 vehicular traffic that will link the five largest 
 urban areas of the State as determined by the 
 Legislature and provide for access to existing 
 air and ground transportation facilities and 
 services. The Legislature, the Cabinet and the 
 Governor are hereby directed to proceed with 
 the development of such a system by the State 
 and/or by a private entity pursuant to state 
 approval and authorization, including the 
 acquisition of right-of-way, the financing of 
 design and construction of the system, and the 
 operation of the system, as provided by 
 specific appropriation and by law, with 
 construction to begin on or before November 1, 
 2003.

 NO. 12
 CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

 ARTICLE II, SECTION 8
 ARTICLE V, SECTION 13

 ARTICLE XII, NEW SECTION 

 BALLOT TITLE: 
 Lobbying and Abuse of Office by Public 
 Officers

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 Expands current restrictions on lobbying for 
 compensation by former public officers; creates 
 restrictions on lobbying for compensation by 
 serving public officers and former justices and 
 judges; provides exceptions; prohibits abuse of 
 a public position by public officers and 
 employees to obtain a personal benefit.

 FULL TEXT:
 ARTICLE II 

 GENERAL PROVISIONS
 SECTION 8. Ethics in government.– A public 
 office is a public trust. The people shall have 
 the right to secure and sustain that trust 
 against abuse. To assure this right:
 (a) All elected constitutional officers and 
 candidates for such offices and, as may be 
 determined by law, other public officers, 
 candidates, and employees shall file full and 
 public disclosure of their financial interests.
 (b) All elected public officers and candidates for 
 such offices shall file full and public disclosure 
 of their campaign finances.
 (c) Any public officer or employee who 
 breaches the public trust for private gain and 
 any person or entity inducing such breach shall 
 be liable to the state for all financial benefits 
 obtained by such actions. The manner of 
 recovery and additional damages may be 
 provided by law.
 (d) Any public officer or employee who is 
 convicted of a felony involving a breach of 
 public trust shall be subject to forfeiture of 
 rights and privileges under a public retirement 
 system or pension plan in such manner as may 
 be provided by law.
 (e) No member of the legislature or statewide 
 elected officer shall personally represent 
 another person or entity for compensation 
 before the government body or agency of 
 which the individual was an officer or member 
 for a period of two years following vacation of 
 office. No member of the legislature shall 
 personally represent another person or entity 
 for compensation during term of office before 
 any state agency other than judicial tribunals. 
 Similar restrictions on other public officers and 
 employees may be established by law.
 (f)(1) For purposes of this subsection, the term 
 “public officer” means a statewide elected 
 officer, a member of the legislature, a county 
 commissioner, a county officer pursuant to 
 Article VIII or county charter, a school board 
 member, a superintendent of schools, an 
 elected municipal officer, an elected special 
 district officer in a special district with ad 
 valorem taxing authority, or a person serving as 
 a secretary, an executive director, or other 
 agency head of a department of the executive 
 branch of state government.
 (2) A public officer shall not lobby for 
 compensation on issues of policy, 
 appropriations, or procurement before the 
 federal government, the legislature, any state 
 government body or agency, or any political 

 subdivision of this state, during his or her term
 of office.
 (3) A public officer shall not lobby for 
 compensation on issues of policy, 
 appropriations, or procurement for a period of 
 six years after vacation of public position, as 
 follows:
 a. A statewide elected officer or member of the 
 legislature shall not lobby the legislature or any 
 state government body or agency.
 b. A person serving as a secretary, an 
 executive director, or other agency head of a 
 department of the executive branch of state 
 government shall not lobby the legislature, the 
 governor, the executive office of the governor, 
 members of the cabinet, a department that is 
 headed by a member of the cabinet, or his or 
 her former department.
 c. A county commissioner, a county officer 
 pursuant to Article VIII or county charter, a 
 school board member, a superintendent of 
 schools, an elected municipal officer, or an 
 elected special district officer in a special 
 district with ad valorem taxing authority shall 
 not lobby his or her former agency or 
 governing body.
 (4) This subsection shall not be construed to 
 prohibit a public officer from carrying out the 
 duties of his or her public office.
 (5) The legislature may enact legislation to 
 implement this subsection, including, but not 
 limited to, defining terms and providing 
 penalties for violations. Any such law shall not 
 contain provisions on any other subject.
 (g) (f) There shall be an independent 
 commission to conduct investigations and 
 make public reports on all complaints 
 concerning breach of public trust by public 
 officers or employees not within the jurisdiction 
 of the judicial qualifications commission.
 (h)(1) (g) A code of ethics for all state 
 employees and nonjudicial officers prohibiting 
 conflict between public duty and private 
 interests shall be prescribed by law.
 (2) A public officer or public employee shall not 
 abuse his or her public position in order to 
 obtain a disproportionate benefit for himself or 
 herself; his or her spouse, children, or 
 employer; or for any business with which he or 
 she contracts; in which he or she is an officer, a 
 partner, a director, or a proprietor; or in which 
 he or she owns an interest. The Florida 
 Commission on Ethics shall, by rule in 
 accordance with statutory procedures 
 governing administrative rulemaking, define the 
 term “disproportionate benefit” and prescribe 
 the requisite intent for finding a violation of this 
 prohibition for purposes of enforcing this 
 paragraph. Appropriate penalties shall be 
 prescribed by law.
 (i) (h) This section shall not be construed to limit 
 disclosures and prohibitions which may be 
 established by law to preserve the public trust 
 and avoid conflicts between public duties and 
 private interests.
 (j) (i) Schedule–On the effective date of this 
 amendment and until changed by law:
 (1) Full and public disclosure of financial 
 interests shall mean filing with the custodian of 
 state records by July 1 of each year a sworn 
 statement showing net worth and identifying 
 each asset and liability in excess of $1,000 and 
 its value together with one of the following:
 a. A copy of the person’s most recent federal 
 income tax return; or
 b. A sworn statement which identifies each 
 separate source and amount of income which 
 exceeds $1,000. The forms for such source 
 disclosure and the rules under which they are 
 to be filed shall be prescribed by the 
 independent commission established in 
 subsection  (g)  (f), and such rules shall include 
 disclosure of secondary sources of income.
 (2) Persons holding statewide elective offices 
 shall also file disclosure of their financial 
 interests pursuant to  paragraph (1)  subsection 
 (i)(1).
 (3) The independent commission provided for 
 in subsection  (g)  (f) shall mean the Florida 
 Commission on Ethics.

 ARTICLE V 
 JUDICIARY

 SECTION 13.  Ethics in the judiciary  Prohibited 
 activities.–
 (a)  All justices and judges shall devote full time 
 to their judicial duties.  A justice or judge  They 
 shall not engage in the practice of law or hold 
 office in any political party.
 (b) A former justice or former judge shall not 
 lobby for compensation on issues of policy, 
 appropriations, or procurement before the 
 legislative or executive branches of state 
 government for a period of six years after he or 
 she vacates his or her judicial position. The 
 legislature may enact legislation to implement 
 this subsection, including, but not limited to, 
 defining terms and providing penalties for 
 violations. Any such law shall not contain 
 provisions on any other subject.

 ARTICLE XII 
 SCHEDULE

 Prohibitions regarding lobbying for 
 compensation and abuse of public position by 
 public officers and public employees.–The 
 amendments to Section 8 of Article II and 
 Section 13 of Article V shall take effect 
 December 31, 2022; except that the 
 amendments to Section 8(h) of Article II shall 
 take effect December 31, 2020, and:
 (a) The Florida Commission on Ethics shall, by 
 rule, define the term “disproportionate benefit” 
 and prescribe the requisite intent for finding a 
 violation of the prohibition against abuse of 
 public position by October 1, 2019, as specified 
 in Section 8(h) of Article II.
 (b) Following the adoption of rules pursuant to 
 subsection (a), the legislature shall enact 
 implementing legislation establishing penalties 
 for violations of the prohibition against abuse of 
 public position to take effect December 31, 
 2020.

 NO. 13
 CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION
 ARTICLE X, NEW SECTION 

 ARTICLE XII, NEW SECTION 

 BALLOT TITLE:
 Ends Dog Racing

 BALLOT SUMMARY:
 Phases out commercial dog racing in 
 connection with wagering by 2020. Other 
 gaming activities are not affected.

 FULL TEXT:
 ARTICLE X 

 MISCELLANEOUS
 Prohibition on racing of and wagering on 
 greyhounds or other dogs.-The humane 
 treatment of animals is a fundamental value of 
 the people of the State of Florida. After 
 December 31, 2020, a person authorized to 
 conduct gaming or pari-mutuel operations may 
 not race greyhounds or any member of the 
 Canis Familiaris subspecies in connection with 
 any wager for money or any other thing of 
 value in this state, and persons in this state 
 may not wager money or any other thing of 
 value on the outcome of a live dog race 
 occurring in this state. The failure to conduct 
 greyhound racing or wagering on greyhound 
 racing after December 31, 2018, does not 
 constitute grounds to revoke or deny renewal 
 of other related gaming licenses held by a 
 person who is a licensed greyhound 
 permitholder on January 1, 2018, and does not 
 affect the eligibility of such permitholder, or 
 such permitholder’s facility, to conduct other 
 pari-mutuel activities authorized by general 
 law. By general law, the legislature shall 
 specify civil or criminal penalties for violations 
 of this section and for activities that aid or abet 
 violations of this section.

 ARTICLE XII 
 SCHEDULE

 Prohibition on racing of or wagering on 
 greyhounds or other dogs.-The amendment to 
 Article X, which prohibits the racing of or 
 wagering on greyhound and other dogs, and 
 the creation of this section, shall take effect 
 upon the approval of the electors.
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 EZ PAY � No more bills � No more checks to write � No more phone calls � No more stamps to buy

 Make the switch to EZ PAY and receive

 4 WEEKS FREE!
 EZ Pay automatically debits your checking or savings 

 account monthly. CALL  NOW to EXTEND your 
 subscription  352-563-5655   or  1-888-852-2340  or 

 online at  www.sumtercountytimes.com

 Terms and conditions of authorization: I authorize my financial institution to draft my account abov e for the established monthly 
 subscription rate. The monthly charge will appear on my bank statement. I have the right to stop pay ment of a debit by notification in 
 writing to the  Sumter County Times  Circulation Dept. at least 10 days before the date of the month the account is debited. The 
 authorization will remain in effect until revoked by me, my bank or the Sumter County Times. I agree  to notify the 
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Staff report

A Belleview man died Tuesday, Aug. 
28, after his motorcycle collided with a 
car south of Oxford, according to a Flor-
ida Highway Patrol (FHP) report.

Zachary Louis Swearingen, 26, was 
northbound about 6:30 p.m. on a 2017 Su-
zuki motorcycle on U.S. 301, when the 
accident occurred, according to the FHP. 
The other vehicle involved in the crash 
was a 2008 Nissan Altima driven by 
Ethan Timothy Diaz, 16, or Fruitland 
Park.

Diaz was westbound on County Road 
472 from a stop sign, intending to turn 

left onto U.S. 301, according to the re-
port. He turned and entered Swearin-
gen’s path. The motorcycle collided with 
the left side of the Altima and Swearin-
gen was ejected, the motorcycle coming 
to a final rest in the southbound inside 
lane of U.S. 310. The Altima came to a 
controlled stop.

Swearingen was transported to The 
Villages Regional Hospital where he 
later died from injuries sustained in the 
crash, according to the FHP report. Diaz, 
with serious injuries, was transported to 
Ocala Regional Medical Center.

Charges are pending, according to the 
FHP.

Man killed in collision

Staff report

On Tuesday, Aug. 28, for-
mer Federal Correctional 
Officer Heather Lee Kus-
soff, 31, Cape Coral, pled 
guilty in Federal Court in 
Ocala, to making a false 
statement to a federal law 
enforcement agency, accord-
ing to a statement from the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
(DOJ), Middle District of 
Florida.

Kussoff, formerly em-
ployed at Coleman Federal 
Correctional Center, faces a 
maximum penalty of five 
years in federal prison. A 
sentencing date has not yet 
been set.

According to the plea 
agreement, Kussoff in 2014 
developed an improper per-
sonal and romantic relation-
ship with an inmate at the 
facility. In direct violation of 
her job responsibilities and 

training, Kussoff romanti-
cally corresponded with the 
inmate, shared extensive 
details of her personal life 
and communicated directly 
with members of the in-
mate’s family.

When confronted by fed-
eral authorities on March 
18, 2015, Kussoff lied under 
oath about the existence of 
the romantic relationship 
and then abruptly resigned 
from the Bureau of Prisons, 

according to DOJ statement.
This case was investi-

gated by the Department of 
Justice – Office of the In-
spector General, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation 
and the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons. It is being prose-
cuted by Assistant United 
States Attorney Robert E. 
Bodnar, Jr.

Federal officer pleads guilty

Sunday, Aug. 26
Dewayne Henry Jackson Bryant, 37, Lake 

Panasoffkee, arrested for possesseion or use of 
drug equipment.

Johnny Lamar Croom, 56, Bushnell, ar-
rested for vehicle theft and larceny.

Monday, Aug. 27
Amanda Marie Cappolla, 29, Wildwood, ar-

rested for possession or use of drug equipment.
Robert James Porter, 31, Wildwood, ar-

rested for probation violation and possession or 
use of drug equipment.

William John Verticelli, 63, The Villages, ar-
rested for resisting officer, possession of meth-
amphetamine and possession or use of drug 
equipment.

Jacob Lynn Walcher, 23, Wildwood, arrested 
for marijuana possession.

Tuesday, Aug. 28
Joshua Paul Dandurand, 24, Bushnell, ar-

rested for probation violation.
Cody Duane Kelly, 27, Bushnell, arrested for 

driving while license suspended and probation 
violation.

Eric Lamar Lowery, 45, Coleman, arrested 
on out-of-county warrant.

Lanesha Michelle Perry, 29, Wildwood, ar-
rested for failure to register motor vehicle and 
driving while license suspended.

Wesley Lee Wall, 39, Sumterville, arrested for 
withholding support.

John Raymond Winchell, 54, Bushnell, ar-
rested for probation violation and resisting 
officer.

Wednesday, Aug. 29
Ranee M. Barber, 50, Bushnell, arrested for 

battery.
Darius J-Vod Leonard Harris, 28, Wildwood, 

arrested for two counts contempt of court.
Thursday, Aug. 30

Junior Elwood Carroll, 79, Webster, arrested 
for dealing in stolen property.

Melissa Ann Crihfield, 32, Webster, arrested 
for probation violation.

William Richard Duree, 43, Lake Panaso-
ffkee, arrested for intimidation and using a two-
way communication device to facilitate a felony.

Tommy Lee Green, 36, Wildwood, arrested 
for criminal mischief-property damage and 
burglary.

Joshua Tyler-Dale Malin, 23, Wildwood, ar-

rested on out-of-county warrant.
Jose Antonio Orellana Rivera, 23, Wild-

wood, arrested for battery.
Brittany Nicole Patterson, 27, Oxford, ar-

rested for resisting officer, possession of cocaine, 
possession or use of drug equipment and de-
stroying evidence.

Horace Junior Pollard, 55, Wildwood, ar-
rested for battery and probation violation.

Jessica Marie Vaughn, 30, Wildwood, ar-
rested on out-of-county warrant and for probation 
violation.

Friday, Aug. 31
Michael Kendall Davis, 44, The Villages, ar-

rested for possession of heroin and possession 
or use of drug equipment.

Jonathan Frederick Fenton, 41, Wildwood, 
arrested for harvesting endangered plant without 
permit.

Michael Allen Green, 55, Wildwood, arrested 
for resisting officer, possession or use of drug 
equipment and drug possession.

Megan Kim Hall, 29, Wildwood, arrested for 
battery.

Christopher A. Lingenfelter, 36, The Vil-
lages, arrested for contempt of court and 
assault.

Nicole Renee Lowers, 40, Lake Panaso-
ffkee, arrested for two counts probation 
violation.

Emiliano Johnny Perez, 42, Webster, ar-
rested for withholding support.

Margrat Janet Richardson, 29, Wildwood, 
arrested for larceny.

Breon Dee Samuels, 30, The Villages, ar-
rested for robbery, possession or use of drug 
equipment and drug possession.

Cheyce Gary David Sanders, 25, The Vil-
lages, arrested for trespassing.

Veonica Marie Sorenson, 34, Bushnell, ar-
rested for contempt of court.

Saturday, Sept. 1
Jarad Cleve Corbin, 18, Wildwood, arrested 

for marijuana possession.
Antonio Ramos Cuellar, 47, Wildwood, ar-

rested for operating motor vehicle without valid 
license.

Aaliyah Sonea Glover, 22, Wildwood, ar-
rested for possession or use of drug equipment.

Alexander Mackenzie Salmons, 20, Wild-
wood, arrested for possession or use of drug 
equipment and marijuana possession.

Arrest REPORTS

Staff report

Coleman Federal Cor-
rectional Complex inmate 
Tommie Raymond Thomas, 
50, pled guility to one coun 
of stalking on Tuesday, Aug. 
28 in Federal Court in 
Ocala, according to a state-
ment from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, Middle 
District of Florida. He 
faces a maximum penalty 
of five years in federal 
prison. A sentencing hear-
ing has not yet been set.

Online records for the 
Marion County Sheriff ’s 
Department show Thomas 
was originally a resident of 
Labelle. Last week, he was 
still held in Marion for U.S. 
Marshals.

According to the plea 
agreement, while Thomas 
was an inmate at the Cole-
man Federal Correctional 
Complex, he anonymously 
sent a series of five threat-
ening and disturbing let-
ters to a female member of 
the prison staff. Those 

letters contained detailed 
threats involving kidnap-
ping and sexually abusing 
the staffer and others. The 
letters included photo-
graphic collages with cut-
out pictures of children 
pasted onto images of adult 
pornography.

This case was investi-
gated by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation 
– Ocala Resident Agency. It 
is being prosecuted by As-
sistant United States Attor-
ney William S. Hamilton.

Inmate pleads guilty to stalking
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among some of its earliest 
settlers.

She’s found the same 
charm of St. Augustine in 
Caruthers’ village. 
Shaded by massive live 
oaks and interconnected 
with an expansive 
wooden deck, it’s all be-
coming part of the Stubbs’ 
plans and dreams for the 
many structures.

In the meantime, they 
have a historic building 
chock-full of things to add 
some flair to area homes.

Jenny has filled the old 
grocery store / antiques 
shop with new, up-scale 
pieces that a shopper’s 
not likely to find in typi-
cal home décor stores. 
Her merchandise is di-
verse in style and 
structure.

There are floor lamps, 
table lamps and hanging 
lamps, mirrors, chairs, ta-
bles, benches, carved 
birds, paintings – some 
big enough to fill a wall, 
jars of hand-blown glass, 
luxurious alabaster 
pieces and tabletops, an-
gels, fairies, handmade 
jewelry, local artwork, 
cards and much, much 
more.

Her store displays are a 
treat for the eyes and are 
typically grouped by 
themes: coastal, contem-
porary, mid-century mod-
ern and so forth.

The coastal display cre-
ates a feeling of old Flor-
ida with textured lamp 
shade fabrics, paintings 
that have that “Highway-
man” look and elegant 
carved wooden wading 
birds.

A modern “farm house” 
grouping features a rug-
ged plank table and 
benches that evoke a feel 
of a much older era. In 
another grouping, rectan-
gular marble table lamp 
bases glow with internal 
lighting. And, in others, 
floor lamps and chande-
liers of hand-wrought 
iron have an almost medi-
eval appearance.

The Stubbs take pride 
in offering products from 
the Uttermost company, 
which finds merchandise, 
mostly individually hand-
crafted pieces, from 
around the world, She of-
fers pieces with ham-
m e r e d  m e t a l s , 
hand-blown glass, 

hand-carved woods and 
stones, textured and 
shaped glass and many 
more hand-decorated 
items.

S o m e 
of it has a rather dis-

tinct look, like paintings 
and other items with 
hand-applied gold and 
silver leaf. It’s all hand-
crafted “artisan” items, 
according to Jenny.

S h e 
has family ties to 

Uttermost – her daughter, 
Ginger Chenier, is a prod-
uct developer for the 
company, traveling the 
world in search of goods 
for Uttermost to 
distribute.

Her daughter 
brings down a 
truck load of 
merchandise 
from Virginia 
about every 
m o n t h , 
Stubbs said.

In the 
meantime, 
Stubbs’s son 
is operating 
the De-
cades store      
i n  d 
Wildwood.

Jenny’s 
u n b r i -
dled en-
thusiasm 
for her 
m e r -
c h a n -
d i s e 
and for 
d e c o -

rating be-
come very obvious when 
she’s talking about the 
products. 

“It’s my passion, some-
thing I’ve always done,” 
she said.

The “passion” extends 
to helping her clients. 
She will go to a custom-
er’s home with a 

purchase to help them 
with getting things styled. 
But, she’ll also help peo-
ple solve decorating prob-
lems by telephone – for 
free.

She’s also enthused 
about the prospects for 
those historic buildings. 
Even the store building 
has got its own story. 
Bobby Caruthers’ grand-
parents owned and oper-
ated the store, many years 
ago. And, while a young-
ster, he swept the floors in 
the grocery.

It’s also got some origi-
nal features like stamped 
metal ceiling tiles and in-
terior walls paneled with 
“pecky” cypress boards.

The Stubbs are still 
planning the future for 
the village. She wants to 
add to the collection of 
structures in the historic 
village by building a 
replica of an ancient St. 
Augustine chapel erected 
to house the Shrine of 
Our Lady of La Lech.

One of the Stubbs’ old 
buildings was reportedly 
at one time the Adams-
ville schoolhouse and still 
has a cast-iron bell hang-
ing near the door. The 
structure is slated to soon 
house a floral designer’s 
shop.

An old stone building – 
complete with iron-lattice 
doors and a ceiling se-
cured by railroad rails – 
was once the Coleman 
city jail. There are plans 
for that structure to be-
come a showroom for 
Stanley’s hand-crafted 
knives. He’s also working 
on setting up a black-
smithing shop in a rustic, 
old “livery stable” 
building.

The Stubbs contend 
that there is much more 
work to complete their vi-
sion for the site. They’re 
still trying to finish up 
painting the old Coleman 
train depot building on 
the site and get the old 
Sopchoppy post office 
building decorated as a 
sort of “man cave.”

But, for the time being, 
they’ve apparently got 
some substantial relics of 
Florida history from 
which to work.

Contact staff writer Mar-
tin Steele at 352-793-2161 
or msteele@sctnews.com.

COUPLE
Continued from Page 13

A rugged table and bench, massive beam candelabra, botanical prints and a wheel motif clock are some of the many items found in this modern 
farmhouse venue on display at Coleman Crossing, a recent new store in Coleman.

ABOVE: Former law enforcement officer and electrician 
Stanley Stubbs, over the years. has honed his blacksmithing 
skills and uses them in making custom knives. He’s been 
setting up a blacksmithing shop in the old livery stable in 
a group of historic buildings in Coleman. RIGHT: The old 
Coleman train depot, the Sopchoppy post office, Coleman 
city jail and Adamsville school were moved into a compound 
to create a “historic village” in Coleman. New owners, 
Stanley and Jenny Stubbs, plan to add a replica of a St. 
Augustine chapel.

There’s a visual treat for those visiting Coleman Crossing - Jenny and Stanley Stubbs’ 
home décor store in Coleman. The old, former antique store / former grocery store in the 
center of town has all sorts of things to enhance the home décor.

Rustic wooden signs seem to be all around Jenny and Stanley Stubbs’ Coleman Crossing 
home décor store. The Stubbs are merchandising many hand-crafted items for a variety 
of home interior styles.

Paintings reflecting tropical Florida settings, furnishings with natural themes and visually flowing 

botanical arrangements are some of the items found in the “coastal” venue at Coleman Crossings.

photos by 
Martin Steele
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To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Tuesday 11am

To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Tuesday 11am

Today’s
New Ads

ALL STEEL
BUILDINGS

130 MPH
25 x 30 x 9 (3:12 pitch)

Roof w/Overhang,
2-9 x 7 Garage Doors,
1 Entry door, 2 G-vents

4” Concrete Slab.
$15,990. INSTALLED

30 x 30 x 9 (3:12 pitch)
2-9 x 7 Garage Doors

1 Entry Door, 2 G-vents 
4” Concrete Slab
$17,995. INSTALLED

40x40x12 (3:12 pitch)
Roof w/Overhang,

2-10 x 10  Roll-up Doors
1 Entry Door, 2 G-vents 

4” Concrete Slab
$30,840. Installed

� A local Fl. Manufact.
� We custom build-
We are the factory

� Meets & exceeds
2014 Fl. wind codes.

� Florida “Stamped”
engineered drawings

� All major credit 
cards accepted

METAL Structures, LLC
866-624-9100
Lic # CBC1256991

State Certified
Building Contractor

www. metal
structuresllc.com

Lung Cancer?
And Age 60+?
You And Your
Family May Be

Entitled To
Significant Cash 

Award. Call  
855-259-0557

for  Information.
No Risk. No Money 

Out Of Pocket.

WELL DRILLER

Needed in Crystal 
River Area and all 

surrounding
counties.

� Must have class
A CDL.
� Must have 5 years 
well drilling exp.
� Must be able to drill 
PVC and steel wells 
with a rotary machine
� Must work long hrs

Starting yearly
salary 72k-120k
(depending on

experience)

Call 386-867-0572
for more

information

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

Sumter County 
Times

Classifieds 
Get Results!

ALL STEEL
BUILDINGS

130 MPH
25 x 30 x 9 (3:12 pitch)

Roof w/Overhang,
2-9 x 7 Garage Doors,
1 Entry door, 2 G-vents

4” Concrete Slab.
$15,990  INSTALLED

30 x 30 x 9 (3:12 pitch)
2-9 x 7 Garage Doors

1 Entry Door, 2 G-vents 
4” Concrete Slab
$17,995  INSTALLED

40x40x12 (3:12 pitch)
Roof w/Overhang,

2-10 x 10  Roll-up Doors
1 Entry Door, 2 G-vents 

4” Concrete Slab
$30,840  INSTALLED

� A local Fl. Manufact.
� We custom build-
We are the factory

� Meets & exceeds
2014 Fl. wind codes.

� Florida “Stamped”
engineered drawings

� All major credit 
cards accepted

METAL Structures, LLC.
(352) 521-7145
Lic # CBC1256991

State Certified
Building Contractor

www. metal
structuresllc.com

DUDLEY’S
� THURS.  9/6  5PM

Quality furn., art, slot
mach., Skee Ball, 

2008 Ford Edge ++
� SAT. 9/8 Onsite

Romeo Farm & 
Equip. 20051 SW 5th 

Place, Dunnellon
PREV. 8AM

w/Horse & stock
trailers, tractors, etc.
dudleysauction.com

352-637-9588
4000 S. FL Ave., Inv. 

Ab1667 10% bp

SAWMILLS
from only $4397.00-

MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own 

bandmill.
Cut lumber any

dimension. In stock 
ready to ship!

FREE Info/DVD: 
www.Norwood
Sawmills.com

1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

LET US WORK

FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

SUMTER COUNTY

TIMES

CL ASSIFIEDS

GET RESULTS!

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

NELSON’S LAWN CARE
No job too big or too 
small! Lawn & tractor 

work, CALL NELSON AT
(352) 461-3677

Lic. & Ins.

Stump grinding Cheap
avg cost $25-16”stump
Volume Disc. Over 5

call Rich 352-586-7178

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

Sumter County 
Times

Classifieds 
Get Results!

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

Somebody 
else wants it!

Sell it in the 
Classifieds.

It may be just
the perfect 

item
to fill

somebody 
else’s need.

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

Got something special you 
no longer use?

By NaNcy KeNNedy
For the Times

By Nancy Kennedy
In July 11, 1953, just 16 days before the 

end of the Korean War, U.S. Army Cpl. 
Dominick “Sonny” Januzzi was killed in 
the Battle of Pork Chop Hill.

His family back home in New York 
never received his remains − they were 
never recovered.

Today, 65 years later, as some of the 
remains of American military members 
killed in Korea are finally being re-
turned by North Korea, Charles Nusso, 
Januzzi’s one remaining cousin, hopes 
that he will live long enough to pay his 
respects to his family member and hero.

“We were both born in January 1931,” 
Nusso said. “My father had nine broth-
ers and two sisters — a big Italian family. 
All the cousins, we all played together.

“Then in 1950, I was in the Marine 
Corps Reserves and Dom was in the 
Army, and we lost contact. The last we 
heard, he was working in a motor pool 
and wasn’t supposed to see any combat 
action — that’s what he told the family,” 
Nusso said.

At first, Januzzi was reported missing; 
later, he was reported killed.

More than 7,600 American service 
members have been declared missing 
from the 1950-53 Korean War, and many 
still have loved ones who also want 
answers.

When 55 caskets filled with remains 
were returned to the United States from 
North Korea on Aug. 1, Vice President 
Mike Pence called it “a new season of 
hope for the families of our missing 
fallen.”

It’s a start for people like Nusso who 
want answers.

“I contacted Sen. Bill Nelson’s office ... 
and they said they’re working on it, but I 
want to do something myself; I just don’t 
know what,” he said. “I’d like to find out 
if anybody knew Dominick Januzzi − we 
called him Sonny.

“You see it in the movies all the time, 
people saying they knew the person, 
someone from the same unit or the same 
battle. But does it happen in real life? 
I’m hoping,” he said. “I just got a feeling 
about this and I have to follow through 
with it.”

For those like Charles Nusso who are 
trying to locate lost loved ones from 

military wars and conflicts, organiza-
tions like the Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency (DPAA) can help.

Its mission is to search for missing mil-
itary personnel from World War II 
through recent conflicts and provide an-
swers for families.

According to information from DPAA, 
the first place to start is by calling one of 
the following Service Casualty Offices, 
providing them with as much informa-
tion about the person as possible:

United States Air Force, 800-531-5501
United States Army, 800-892-2490

NANCY KENNEDY/For the Times
Charles Nusso’s cousin Dominick Januzzi 
went off to war in the early 1950s and 
never returned, dead or alive. Now Nusso 
hopes the remains of his cousin, who died 
during the Korean War in the Battle at Pork 
Chop Hill, can finally be identified among 
those being returned by North Korea.

Veteran 
searches 

for answers
on cousin

The way young people spend 
their after-school hours can signifi-
cantly impact their success in 
school and in life. The Salvation 
Army provides a safe, supportive 
environment and quality af-
ter-school programs that will enrich 
the kids’ lives and improve their so-
cial support. What children learn 
during the school day will be en-
hanced through the after-school 
program, to increase their overall 
academic success. 

You can be a positive role model 
and make an impact on a student’s 
life, by volunteering one or two days 
a week for an hour or two, in the  
after-school tutoring program at  
the Salvation Army. The locaiton is 
2605 South Street, Leesburg and the 
program runs on Mondays and 

Tuesdays during the school, year  
for grades kindergarten through 
fifth.

It includes homework help/ 
tutoring and a leadership academy 
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m., followed by 
supper and creative arts and club 
groups. Homework tutors/mentors 
provide support and assistance to 
at-risk kids in small groups or  
one-on-one who need a little  
extra help with their homework  
assignments, reading or projects. 

Volunteers can choose their  
day or days and can choose one 
hour or the entire two and a half 
hours.

To volunteer, or for more informa-
tion, call Major Marie Harris at the 
Salvation Army, 352-365-0079 ext. 
26761.

The Sumter Native Plant Society 
will meet at 6 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 10 
at the Sumterville Community Build-
ing, 2427 CR 522 (stone building 1/2 
mile south of 470 on Hwy. 301). Nick 
Giannola, with the Green Isle Nurs-
ery, will present “Practical Pruning: A 

guide to Florida native plant pruning 
and maintenance.” Please join us for 
refreshments and native plants for 
raffle. 

For more information, please call 
352-568-8277 or visit the website at 
FNPS.org.

Meeting slated for Sept. 10

Volunteers needed  
to help with 

homework/turoring
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6706-0906   SCT
09/18/2018 Meetings Sumter County School Board

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Sumter County School Board will meet on Tuesday, September 18, 2018 at 3:00 
PM for Closed Student Expulsion Hearings and at 5:30 PM for the Regular Sumter 
County School Board Public Meeting, and at the end of the regular meeting for 
Closed Session if further discussion is needed for waived expulsion hearings. Meeting 
will be held at 2680 West County Road 476, Bushnell, FL 33513.

Published September 6, 2018.

6693-0906   SCT

NOTICE OF SALE In accordance to FL DMV HSMV 82040, notice is hereby given to in-
terested parties. To be sold at public auction for cash to the highest bidder at 
10:00AM on September 7, 2018 at 6119 Brahman Drive, Lakeland, FL 33810. Seller re-
serves the right to reject any bid and the right to bid.

2008 Dodge RAM truck 1D7HU18218J124583   &   1UJCJ02M851E70176.
For questions, call 863-858-0548. To bid, be present at the auction.

Published August 30 & September 6, 2018.

6711-0906   SCT   ( 9/19  sale  1989 Chevy )
Notice is hereby given by Lynch Recyclers, Inc. that on the 19th day of September, 
2018, at 9:00 a.m., a public sale under statute 713.78 will be conducted at LYNCH RE-
CYCLERS INC, 1616 W. C 48 Bushnell, Fl. of a 1989 CHEVY, VIN 2GCDK14H5K1224311, 
for recovery of towing and storage accrued. Seller reserves the right to refuse any 
and all bids and Seller reserves the right to bid.
Published September 6, 2018.

6712-0906   SCT   ( 9/18  sale  2000 Chrysler )
Notice is hereby given by Lynch Recyclers, Inc. that on the 18th day of September, 
2018, at 9:00 a.m., a public sale under statute 713.78 will be conducted at LYNCH RE-
CYCLERS INC, 1616 W. C 48 Bushnell, Fl. of a 2000 CHRYSLER, VIN 2C4FJ25B5YR671856 
, for recovery of towing and storage accrued. Seller reserves the right to refuse any 
and all bids and Seller reserves the right to bid.
Published September 6, 2018.

6713-0906   SCT   ( 9/19  sale  2003 Hyundai )
Notice is hereby given by Lynch Recyclers, Inc. that on the 19th day of September, 
2018, at 9:00 a.m., a public sale under statute 713.78 will be conducted at LYNCH RE-
CYCLERS INC, 1616 W. C 48 Bushnell, Fl. of a 2003 HYUNDAI, VIN 
KMHHN65FX3UO67301, for recovery of towing and storage accrued. Seller reserves 
the right to refuse any and all bids and Seller reserves the right to bid.
Published September 6, 2018.

6655-0906   SCT    Adoption of Adult  2017 DR658
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No. 2017 DR658

IN RE: ADULT ADOPTION
REBECCA GERTRUDE DANFORTH and DANNY LAMAR DANFORTH

Petitioners
JOSHUA STEVEN MITCHEL

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR ADOPTION OF ADULT

TO:   BRANDY MASHELL MITCHELL
206 KENTUCKY STREET  IMBODIN, ARKANSAS  72434

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action has been filed against you and that you are re-
quired to serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it JULIAN E. HARRISON, At-
torney for Petitioners, whose address is P.O. Box 788 Bushnell, Florida 33513, on or be-
fore September 28, 2018 and file the original with the clerk of this Court at P.O. Box 
2587, Bushnell, Florida 33513, before service on Petitioner or immediately thereafter.
If you fail to do so, a default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in 
the petition.

Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are available at the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review these documents upon request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of your current address. 
(You may file Notice of Current Address, Florida Family Law Form 12.915.) Future 
papers in this lawsuit will be mailed to the address on record at the clerk’s office.

WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, requires certain auto-
matic disclosure of documents and information. Failure to comply can result in sanc-
tions, including dismissal or striking of pleadings.

GLORIA B. HAYWARD  Clerk of the Circuit Court
(COURT SEAL)

By: Melanie Hurst,  DEPUTY CLERK

Published August 16, 23, 30 and September 6, 2018.

6689-0913  SCT ( Case No. 2018CF580 )
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN

AND FOR SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No. 2018CF580

WILLIAM O. “BILL” FARMER, JR.,
SHERIFF OF SUMTER COUNTY, FLA,

Petitioner,
vs.
CRESCENCIANO SALINAS CASTRO,

Respondent

TO:     Crencenciano Salinas Castro     Last known address: unknown

NOTICE OF ACTION TO DISPOSE OF FOWL

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action pursuant to FLA. Statute 828.073 has been filed 
against you. A hearing is set for October 29, 2018, at 0900 hours before Circuit Court 
Judge William Hallman III, at the Sumter County Courthouse located at 215 E. 
McCollum Avenue, Bushnell, Florida 33513.

The purpose of the action is to dispose of fowl in the possession of the Sumter County 
Sheriff seized pursuant to a search warrant.

You are required to file any written defenses to William J. Jordan, Attorney for The 
Sheriff, at 7361 Powell Road, Wildwood, Florida 34785, and upon the Clerk of this 
Court on or before October 29, 2018.

Failure to appear may result in the loss of your title in the seized fowl.

Dated: August 15, 2018.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

(COURT SEAL)
W.O. FARMER, JR., SHERIFF OF SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA

William J. Jordan, Legal

Published August 23, 30, September 6 & 13, 2018.

6707-0906   SCT

NexTower Development Group, LLC is proposing to construct a 199-foot overall 
height monopole telecommunications structure located at 5950 Signature Drive, 
Wildwood, Sumter County, Florida. The tower is not anticipated to be lit. Any inter-
ested party may request further environmental review of the proposed action under 
the FCC’s National Environmental Policy Act rules, 47 CFR §1.1307, by notifying the 
FCC of the specific reasons that the action may have a significant impact on the 
quality of the human environment. This request must only raise environmental con-
cerns and can be filed online using the FCC pleadings system at www.fcc.gov or 
mailed to FCC Requests for Environmental Review, Attn: Ramon Williams, 445 12th 
Street SW, Washington, DC 20554 within 30 days of the date that notice of this pro-
posed action is published on the FCC’s website. Refer to File No. A1113893 when sub-
mitting the request and to view the specific information about the proposed action. 
U2927/CVG

Published September 6, 2018.

6708-0913   SCT
Morris, M. Julia   2016-CA-000291   Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA    CIVIL DIVISION

Case #: 2016-CA-000291

U.S. Bank National Association, as Trustee for Specialty Underwriting and Residential 
Finance Trust Mortgage Loan Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2006-AB2

Plaintiff,
-vs.-
M. Julia Morris; Unknown Spouse of M. Julia Morris; Unknown Parties in Possession #1, If 
living, and all Unknown Parties claiming by, through, under and against the above 
named Defendant( s) who are not known to be dead or alive, whether said Un-
known Parties may claim an interest as Spouse, Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, or Other 
Claimants; Unknown Parties in Possession #2, If living, and all Unknown Parties claim-
ing by, through, under and against the above named Defendant( s) who are not 
known to be dead or alive, whether said Unknown Parties may claim an interest as 
Spouse, Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, or Other Claimants

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to order rescheduling foreclosure sale or Final 
Judgment, entered in Civil Case No. 2016-CA-000291 of the Circuit Court of the 5th 
Judicial Circuit in and for Sumter County, Florida, wherein U.S. Bank National Associa-
tion, as Trustee for Specialty Underwriting and Residential Finance Trust Mortgage 
Loan Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2006-AB2, Plaintiff and M. Julia Morris are 
defendant(s), I, Clerk of Court, Gloria R. Hayward, will sell to the highest and best 
bidder for cash AT 215 EAST MCCOLLUM AVENUE, ROOM F, BUSHNELL, FL, 33513 10:00 
A.M. on October 4, 2018, the following described property as set forth in said Final 
Judgment, to-wit:

A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP 22 SOUTH, RANGE 22 EAST, SUM-
TER COUNTY, FLORIDA, BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: THE 
SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF THE SOUTHWEST 1/4;

AND

COMMENCE AT THE SE CORNER OF THE NE 1/4 OF THE SW 1/4 OF SAID SECTION 15, 
RUN THENCE N89DEGREES 24’00”W ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID NE 1/4 OF SW 1/4 
A DISTANCE OF 210 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, RUN THENCE N0DEGREES 
28’04”E A DISTANCE OF 420 FEET, RUN THENCE N89DEGREES 24’00”W A DISTANCE OF 
186 FEET, RUN THENCE N0DEGREES29’04”E A DISTANCE OF 834.47 FEET, RUN THENCE 
N89DEGREES 09’00”W PARALLEL WITH THE NORTH LINE OF THE NE 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 OF 
THE SW 1/4 OF SAID SECTION 15, A DISTANCE OF 28 FEET TO A POINT, (SAID POINT BE-
ING S0DEGREES 29’04”W 50 FEET AND S89DEGREES 09’00”E 236 FEET FROM THE NW COR-
NER OF SAID NE 1/4 OF NE 1/4 OF SW 1/4), RUN THENCE S0DEGREES 29’04” W A DIS-
TANCE OF 210 FEET, RUN THENCE N89DEGREES 09’00”W, A DISTANCE OF 296 FEET, RUN 
THENCE N0DEGREES 29’04”E 210 FEET, RUN THENCE N89DEGREES 09’00”W 20 FEET, RUN 
THENCE S0DEGREES 29’04”W 1255.97 FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID NE 1/4 OF SW 
1/4, RUN THENCE S89DEGREES 24’00”E ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID NE 1/4 OF SW 
1/4 A DISTANCE OF 530 FEET TO THE POINT OF THE BEGINNING. LESS THE SOUTH 210 
FEET OF THE NORTH 260 FEET OF THE WEST 20 FEET OF THE EAST 80 FEET OF THE W 1/2 OF 
THE NE 1/4 OF SW 1/4 OF SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP 22 SOUTH, RANGE 22 EAST.

AND

BEGIN AT THE NE CORNER OF THE SW 1/4 OF THE SW 1/4 OF SAID SECTION 15, RUN 
THENCE S0DEGREES 51’39”W (S0DEGREES 51’38” W DEED), ALONG THE EAST LINE OF THE 
SAID SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 A DISTANCE OF 850.44 FEET, RUN THENCE N 89DEGREES 33’16”W 
(N89DEGREES 16’38”W DEED), A DISTANCE OF 135 FEET, RUN THENCE N0DEGREES 
30’56”E (N0DEGREES 51’38”E DEED), A DISTANCE OF 956.36 FEET, RUN THENCE 
S51DEGREES 18’57”E A DISTANCE OF 171.94 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER 
THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE SALE.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance.  Please contact the ADA Coordinator; 225 East McCollum Avenue, 
Room 209, Bushnell, Florida 33513; (352) 569-6088 at least 7 days before your sched-
uled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification of the time 
before the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days.  If you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call 711.

Gloria R. Hayward, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
Sumter County, Florida

(COURT SEAL)
By: Winona Mitchell, Deputy Clerk of Court

Submitted By: ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:  SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & GACHÉ, LLP
2424 North Federal Highway, Suite 360, Boca Raton, Florida 33431
(561) 998-6700  (561) 998-6707

Published  September 6 & 13, 2018.                    16-301125

6709-0913   SCT
Cocke Sr., Walker A.   60-2018-CA-000142   Notice of Action

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA       CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.: 60-2018-CA-000142   DIVISION:

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/B/A MR. COOPER,
Plaintiff,

vs.
WALKER A. COCKE, SR., AS TRUSTEE OF THE WALKER A. COCKE, SR. LIVING TRUST 
AGREEMENT, DATED AUGUST 1, 2002, et al,

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION

To:     UNKNOWN SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE OF THE WALKER A. COCKE, SR.
LIVING TRUST AGREEMENT; DATED AUGUST 1, 2002

Last Known Address:       Unknown
Current Address:             Unknown

ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
fflE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR 

ALIVE, WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST AS
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER CLAIMANTS

Last Known Address:      Unknown
Current Address:             Unknown

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a mortgage on the following property 
in Sumter County, Florida:

THAT PART OF THE EAST-1/2 OF SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 21 EAST, 
SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA, LYING NORTH OF COUNTY ROAD 307 AND WEST OF C-470, 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: FROM THE MOST NORTHERLY CORNER 
OF LOT 1, BLOCK C, SUNSET SHORES, UNIT 1, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 39, 
PUBUC RECORDS OF SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA, RUN NORTH 2 DEGREES 40 MINUTES 00 
SECONDS EAST ALONG THE EAST BOUNDARY OF SAID SUBDIVISION 53.19 FEET TO THE 
NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY OF COUNTY ROAD-307, AS DESCRIBED IN OFFICIAL REC-
ORD BOOK 32, PAGE 644 AND OFFICIAL RECORD BOOK 33, PAGE 252, PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE FOLLOW-
ING DESCRIBED PARCEL OF LAND: FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING CONTINUE NORTH 
2 DEGREES 40 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST 171.53 FEET TO THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF 
WAY OF A DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION EASEMENT LINE, THENCE NORTH 33 DE-
GREES 59 MINUTES 16 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID EASEMENT LINE 116.67 FEET TO THE 
SOUTHWESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY OF CARLSON LANDING ROAD, THENCE SOUTH 49 DE-
GREES 30 MINUTES 33 SECONDS EAST 132.93 FEET TO THE NORTHWESTERLY RIGHT OF 
WAY OF THE AFOREMENTIONED COUNTY ROAD-307  THENCE SOUTH 38 DEGREES 6 
MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID RIGHT OF WAY 214.39 FEET, THENCE SOUTH 72 
DEGREES 44 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST 43.99 FEET ALONG SAID RIGHT OF WAY TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING AND END OF THIS DESCRIPTION.

A/K/A 4480 CR 300, LAKE PANASOFFKEE, FL 33538

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your written de-
fenses within 30 days after the first publication, if any, on Albertelli Law, Plaintiff’s at-
torney, whose address is P.O. Box 23028, Tampa, FL 33623, and file the original with 
this Court either before service on Plaintiff’s attorney, or immediately thereafter; oth-
erwise, a default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the Com-
plaint or petition.

This notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in the Sum-
ter County Times.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of this court on this 29 day of August, 2018.

GLORIA R. HAYWARD, Clerk of the Circuit Court
{{ COURT SEAL }}

By: Winona Mitchell, Deputy Clerk

**See the Americans with Disabilities Act
If you are a person with a disability who needs assistance in order to participate in a 
program or service of the State Courts System, you should contact the ADA Coordi-
nator, Tammy Graczyk, (352)569-6088, within two (2) working days of receipt of this 
notice; if you are hearing or voice impaired, please call 1-800-955-8771. To file re-
sponse please contact Sumter County Clerk of Court, 209 N. Florida Street, Bushnell, 
FL 32501.

Published September 6 & 13, 2018.                             18-009060

6696-0906   SCT
Kranzler, Martin   2018 CP 000481   Notice to Creditors

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

FILE NO.  2018 CP 000481
IN RE: ESTATE OF
Martin Kranzler,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Martin Kranzler, deceased, whose date of 
death was July 23, 2018, File Number 2018 CP 000481, is pending in the Circuit Court 
for Sumter County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 215 E. McCollum 
Avenue, Bushnell, FL 33513. The names and addresses of the personal representative 
and the personal representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate, on whom a copy of this notice is served must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE TIME OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 

YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 

against decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated claims, 
must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
The date of first publication of this Notice is August 30, 2018.

Personal Representative:
Brett L. Swigert

P.O. Box 680  Eustis, FL 32727-0680
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Brett L. Swigert, Esquire  Florida Bar No. 0880493  Brett L. Swigert, P.A.
1231 N. County Road 452 Post Office Box 680 Eustis, Florida 32727-0680
Telephone: (352) 357-0770  Facsimile: (352) 357-0818

Published August 30 & September 6, 2018.

6697-0906   SCT
McNeeley, Mary C.   2018-CP-485   Notice to Creditors

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2018-CP-485

IN RE: ESTATE OF
MARY C. McNEELEY,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of  Mary C. McNeeley,  deceased, whose date of 
death was April 8, 2018, is pending in the Circuit Court for Sumter County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address of which is 215 E. McCollum, Bushnell, Florida, 33513.  
The names and addresses of the personal representative and the personal 
representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served 
must file their claims with this court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A 
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF 
THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this notice is  August 30, 2018.
Personal Representative:

Robert F. McNeeley
c/o K. Wade Boyette, Jr., Esquire

8564 E. County Road 466, Suite 306  The Villages, FL 32162
Attorney for Personal Representative:
K. Wade Boyette, Jr. Esquire  Florida Bar Number: 0977111
BOYETTE, CUMMINS & NAILOS, PLLC  8564 E. County Road 466, Suite 306
The Villages, FL  32162  Telephone: 352-775-4739  Fax:  352-775-4749
Email: wboyette@bcnlawfirm.com  lgerkey@bcnlawfirm.com

Published August 30, 2018.

6698-0906   SCT
Simpson, Patricia Jean   2018-CP-413   Notice to Creditors

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2018-CP-413    Division Probate

IN RE: ESTATE OF
PATRICIA JEAN SIMPSON

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Patricia Jean Simpson, deceased, whose date 
of death was April 11, 2018, is pending in the Circuit Court for Sumter County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address of which is 215 E. McCollum Ave, Bushnell, Florida 
33513.  The names and addresses of the personal representatives and the personal 
representatives’ attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served 
must file their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA STATUTES 
SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is August 30, 2018.
Personal Representatives:

Clarice Wakefield
45721 Morningside Drive  Canton, MI  48187

Patrice Maceachern
20269 Pollyanna Drive  Livonia, MI  48150

Attorney for Personal Representatives:
Dorothy L. Korszen, Esq.  Florida Bar Number: 765317
Farr, Farr, Emerich, Hackett, Carr & Holmes, PA
99 Nesbit Street  Punta Gorda, FL  33950  Telephone:  (941)639-1158
Fax:  (941)638-0028  E-Mail:  dkorszen@farr.com
Secondary E-Mail:  msleeper@farr.com and  probate@farr.com

Published August 30 & September 6, 2018.

6699-0906   SCT
Dorsey, Helga A.   2018 CP 427   Notice to Creditors

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA
File No. 2018 CP 427

PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: ESTATE OF
HELGA A. DORSEY

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Helga A. Dorsey, deceased, whose date of 
death was March 7, 2018, is pending in the Circuit Court for Sumter County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address of which is 215 E. McCollum Street, Bushnell, FL 33513. 

6710-0913   SCT
Coleman, Johnie Carolyn   2018-CP-470   Notice to Creditors

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No.: 2018-CP-470

IN RE: ESTATE OF
JOHNIE CAROLYN COLEMAN a/k/a J. Carolyn Coleman,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of JOHNIE CAROLYN COLEMAN, a/k/a J. Carolyn 
Coleman, deceased, whose date of death was July 13, 2018, is pending in the Cir-
cuit Court for Sumter County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 215 E. 
McCollum Ave., Bushnell, FL 33513.  The names and addresses of the personal repre-
sentative and the personal representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served 
must file their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA STATUTES 
SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is September 6, 2018.
Personal Representative:

SANDRA GAIL HALL
205 Wentworth Grande Dr.  Daytona Beach, FL 32124

Attorney for Personal Representative:
GREGG R. BRENNAN  Florida Bar Number: 296340
Law Offices of Gregg R. Brennan, P.A.
11296 S.E. Highway 42  Summerfield, FL 34491

Published September 6 & 13, 2018.

6714-0913   SCT
Grogan, James R.   18-CP-000509   Notice to Creditors

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR SUMTER COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 18-CP-000509
Division  03

IN RE: ESTATE OF
JAMES R. GROGAN

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of JAMES R. GROGAN, deceased, whose date of 
death was May 12, 2018, is pending in the Circuit Court for SUMTER County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address of which is 215 East McCollum Avenue, Bushnell, FL 
33513. The names and addresses of the personal representative and the personal 
representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served 
must file their claims with this court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A 
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF 
THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is September 6, 2018.
MARY GINA CHESSON

Personal Representative
826 Broadway Dunedin, Florida 34698

G. Andrew Gracy Attorney Florida Bar No. 570451
Peebles & Gracy, P.A. 826 Broadway Dunedin, Florida  34698
Telephone: (727) 736-1411 Fax: (727) 734-0701
email: Andrew@peeblesandgracy.com

Published September 6 & 13, 2018.

The names and addresses of the personal representative and the personal 
representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served 
must file their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA STATUTES 
SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is August 30, 2018.
Personal Representative:
/s/ Margaret McClintock

Post Office Box 895159  Leesburg, FL 34789
/s/ Suzanne L. Przystawski
Suzanne L. Przystawski, Esquire Florida Bar No. 0976733
Suzanne L. Przystawski, P.A.
Post Office Box 493209 Leesburg, FL 34749
Phone: 352-409-3575 Email: suzanne@greenlawfl.com

Published August 30 & September 6, 2018.

6705-0913  SCT 9/25  sale
Disposal of stored goods and property pursuant to State Statute  #83.806.

Notice is hereby given that LDL Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a TRUE VALUE STORAGE
located at 1333 W C-48, Bushnell, FL 33513 & 420 Belt Avenue, Bushnell, FL 33513
intends to dispose of personal property stored in:
Unit A-24 Tina Johnson       Unit F-17 Rhonda Harris      Unit 134 Todd Allen Wood
Unit 4-093 Marilyn Parker   Unit 5-106 Joshua Brown

All goods stored are household goods and located at 420 Belt Avenue, Bushnell, 
FL 33513 and 1224 W C-48, Bushnell, FL 33513 and 1333 W C-48, Bushnell, FL . Sale 
date for these units will be Tuesday, September 25, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. beginning at 
the Belt Avenue location.

For the purpose of satisfying delinquent rents and related collection costs. Tenant 
stored goods, if saleable, will be sold on site after this public notice has been pub-
lished two times In accordance with Florida Statutes #83.806. The sale of stored 
goods, if not redeemed by payment in full of all delinquent rents and related costs, 
may be sold 15 days from the publication of the first notice In accordance with
Florida Statutes.

/s/ Lance Lowery, President-Owner LDL Enterprises
Published September 6 & 13, 2017.

Somebody 
else wants it!

Sell it in the 
Classifieds.

It may be just
the perfect 

item
to fill

somebody 
else’s need.

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

Got something special you 
no longer use?
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 MEDIA SPONSOR

 Food Sales
 to benefit

 Relay for Life

 Join Us For a Car and Bike Show, Music, Food and Drinks
 For more information call Kellie Mason at 352-793-2591

 Like and Follow Us on Facebook at Bushnell Car Shows
 www.cityofbushnellfl.com
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 (352) 793-7058
 (2 Blocks off CR 470)  907 CR 439B

 LAKE PANASOFFKEE

 Harbor Lights Harbor Lights

 Thurs.-Sat.
 4pm to 9pm

 Sunday Noon to 8pm Your Hosts - THE CARSONS

 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE  •  WATERFRONT DINING RESTAURANT & LOUNGE  •  WATERFRONT DINING
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 Thursday Buffet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 11.95
 Seafood and
 Roast Beef Buffet  (Fri. & Sat.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 12.95
 Add Crab Legs Fri. & Sat.

 Sunday Buffet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 12.95
 www.harborlightsrestaurant.com

 Hoagies • Sandwiches • Gyros • Greek Salad
 Ice Cream • Chips • Sodas

 Open: Monday - Friday 10am-3pm
 729 S. US Hwy. 301, Sumterville, FL 33585

 352-444-2687
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 A Country Buffet with True Home Cooking
 Breakfast, Lunch & Supper

 Mon.-Thurs., 6am-8pm • Fri. & Sat., 6am-9pm
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                                            352-569-1220
 522 N. Market Blvd.,   Webster

 Located at the Sumter County Farmer’s Market

 Friday’s After 4:00    BUFFET
 With Hand Breaded Shrimp
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 GOING OUT 
 ON THE Town

 • RESTAURANTS • ACTIVITIES • EVENTS • TRAVEL • MOVIES
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To 
advertise
on this 
page

Call 
Mike 

at 
(352)

793-2161

SAR008317

August students of the 
month for Lake Panasoffkee 
Elementary School are 
shown with Sumter County 
sheriff’s Dep. Dennis Henry. 
Students are: Addison 
Commodore,  Cooper 
McCorkle, Justin Morrell, 
Bryson Collins, Kylie Brady, 
Aaliyah Bishop, Skylar-Ann 
Enoch, Maiya White, Khloee 
Purdy, Roxy Powell, Aya 
Jouani, Je’Laya Brown, Eden 
Derby, Lexie Hembach, 
Bryson Dulin, Cale Prevatt, 
Delani Sherman, Jaxsun 
Lopez-Evans, Brooklynne 
Stankosky, Colton Markley, 
Ma’Lazia Adkins, Ella 
Schutt, Josiah Torivio, 
Jaylynn Cadle, Adrian Neal, 
Tanner Rumer, Haleigh 
Watson, Alexis Orr, Jason 
Braswell, Leah Borders, 
Gary Sapp, Ja’Karia Caswell, 
Gabriel McCarty

Students 
of the 
month

I remember in 1977, when my sis-
ter and I first moved to Florida. 
We resided in Orlando, back 

then a medium size trop-
ical town. Coming from a 
city in New York, I re-
member being in awe at 
seeing orange and grape-
fruit trees, palm trees 
and the beautiful lakes.

But progress happens 
and things change. Or-
lando was becoming a 
huge city, clearing out 
the natural landscapes 
and the fruit trees, mak-
ing way for development. 
Traffic became con-
gested and wildlife began to be a 
problem for all the city dwellers.

So in 1990, we bought property in 
rural Sumter County. Oh, how won-
derful it was to drive on highway 50 

through Clermont and 
see as far as the eye 
could see, rolling hills 
covered with orange and 
grapefruit trees. Spring-
time was filled with the 
scent of orange blos-
soms. (Sadly, all those 
acres of fruit trees are 
gone. Now there are roof 
tops as far as the eye can 
see.)

Sumter County farm 
lands and natural land-
scapes were so peaceful 

and pictureque. Oh, the southern 
charm of those big beautiful oak 

trees! Wildlife had room to roam 
and all seemed to live in harmony 
with nature.

Fast forward - and as progress 
moves to Sumter County, I wonder 
where the misplaced wildlife will 
go. Progress is a double-edge sword. 
It brings conveniences and jobs to 
the area, but urban sprawl destroys 
wildlife habitat and endangers wild 
animals, and the people they will 
eventually come in contact with.

Time will tell what the future 
holds for Sumter County. As more 
habitat is disrupted, natural re-
sourses stretched to its limits and 
urban sprawl grows, I am acutely 
aware of the sad plight wild ani-
mals and their natural habitats are 
facing in our county.

Remembering when I first moved to Florida
Critter chatter

Linda Graves
CRITTER 
CHATTER
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 • Boating without owning
 • Protecting your family’s important documents
 • Fertilizing the Florida friendly way - How, when and which fertilizers to use.
 • Culinary herbs - Easy choices for fall gardens
 • Banishing mosquitos - Simple steps to a pest free yard

 www.chronicleonline.com/contests |  For more info call 563-5592 

 SOME OF THE HOME 
 IMPROVEMENT 

 EDUCATION & CLASSES 
 BEING OFFERED

 Saturday, 
 September 15

 9am-2pm 
 Crystal River Armory, Crystal 

 River, FL
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 FALL 2018 FALL 2018

 LECANTO

 FLOORING, 
 PAVERS, 

 LANDSCAPING, 
 PAINT, PEST 

 CONTROL, 
 ROOFING, 

 PLUMBING & 
 MUCH MORE FOR 

 YOUR HOME

 A-Able Septic
 Ace Hardware- Inverness/Hernando
 Advanced Aluminum
 Agricon - Kubota 
 Al’s TV
 All American Gutter Protection

 Aluminum Structure
 Anson Nursery
 Back2Bright
 Bath Fitter
 Bay Area Air Conditioning
 Blackshears 

 Bloodmobile
 Boy Scouts 
 Carefree Boat
 CCBA 
 Citrus County Fire Rescue
 Citrus County Library
 Mosquito Control 
 Deem Cabinets
 Dream Kichens
 Easy Livin Furniture
 Fairbanks Construction
 Finishing Touch Floors LLC

 Himalayan Salt 
 Lamps
 Hippie Chick 
 Cheesecake
 Lowes 
 Native Plant Society
 Oreilly Auto Parts
 PJ Roofing, Inc
 RGA Media Systems 
 Safeguard Soft Wash
 Senior Vs Crime
 Sky Sat

 Snippet Citrus
 Solar Lights & More
 Tri County Hearing 
 Tropical Window
 True Value Rental
 Ultimate Health Plans
 Ultra Security Windows

 No Hidden Fees
 We Build, Finance and Insure Our Homes
 Serving Florida for 48 Years

 575 N. Duncan Dr., Tavares, FL

 OPEN 7 DAYS

 Jeff Says: 
 “Your Humane Society/SPCA of Sumter 
 County needs your help. Please stop by 

 or call and adopt a new friend.”
 352-793-9117   www.hsspca.org

 800-335-4395  352-343-2241
 *PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE & IMPROVEMENTS. DELIVERY INCLUDED WITHIN 50 MILES.

 Mary Jane Newton

 $ 58,795 *
 Starting at

 $ 58,795 * $ 58,795 *
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 The Peyton Model
 is one of our newest 
 models, designed to 
 meet the needs of 
 today’s families. The 
 split bedroom plan 
 includes a great room. 
 A master bedroom 
 walk in closet makes 
 for plenty of storage. A 
 4’ x 6’ kitchen island 
 and snack bar makes 
 preparing meals a 
 pleasure. Contact us 
 today to find out more!

 NOW IS THE 
 TIME TO BUY 
 A NEW HOME!

home, they are still thousands of dollars 
short.

Living with cerebral palsy, Grant re-
lies on group home staff to help get him 
up and ready for work every day. He en-
joys his job, his friends and his commu-
nity where he has made a life. 

“What makes me fearful is being in an 
institution. They stick you in a room, 
might give you breakfast and lunch, but 

there’s no interaction with people. Inter-
action with others is the cornerstone of 
an individual’s life and well-being. Here, 
every day is a new day. You never know 
what’s going to happen, from one minute 
of every day to the next.” Grant said.

If you are interested in making a dona-
tion, the appropriate address would be 
SCARC Inc. -213 W. McCollum Avenue, 
Bushnell Fl 33513.

To contact editor Brenda Locklear, call 
352-793-2161 or email blocklear@sctnews.
com

HELP
Continued from Page 1

Strickland are vying for Seat 4 and 
Pamala Bivins is unopposed for Seat 2.

Information in last week’s Sumter 
County Times was incorrect.

In other races:
In Bushnell, incumbent Karen Davis 

is being challenged by Tracy Taylor for 
Seat 5; Joe Strickland in Seat 3 and 
Mayor William Spaude are unopposed.

In Center Hill, incumbent Tonota 

Parker is being challenged for Seat 1 by 
Michael Ray; Ralph Barry in Seat 3 and 
Jack Nash in Seat 5 are unopposed.

In Webster, Bobby Yost in Seat 1, 
Anagalys Vigoa in Seat 3 and Nancy 
Cherry in Seat 5 are unopposed.

In the County Commission race,  
incumbent Doug Gilpin is being  
challenged by Paulette Kennamer for 
Seat 2; Garry Breeden is unopposed in 
Seat 4. 

School Board members Sally Moss in 
Seat 1, David Williams in Seat 3 and 
Kathie L. Joiner in Seat 5 are 
unopposed.

ELECTION
Continued from Page 1

Members of the 
middle school 
youth group at 
First Baptist 
C h u r c h  o f 
Bushnell took on 
a service project 
during the 2018 
Vacation Bible 
School program. 
The teens painted 
the  parking lot 
lines at Hope 
Ministries - their 
church outreach 
facility. Shown 
(left to right) are:  
Kayla Bridgham, 
Lily Foster and  
Macie Wilkinson.

MORGAN WILSON/ 
Special to the Times

Painting
project


