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HAPPY LABOR DAY
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For most of those who turned 
out to the regular monthly 
meeting of the Board of County 
Commissioners, Tuesday 
morning, and afternoon, were 
a decidedly mixed bag.

Commissioners, during 
a meeting that sprawled 
beyond four hours, repealed 
an ordinance pertaining to 
RVs, effectively returning to 
rules in place prior to 2015.

They also approved main-
taining the status quo on a 
Leave No Trace ordinance,

The latter had been urged 
since commissioners last 
month signaled the possibil-
ity they would amend LNT.

Tuesday’s public hearing 
followed an hour-long BOCC 
workshop last week and two 
prior community workshops.

Staff provided no proposed 
amendments Tuesday, leav-
ing the discussion much as 
it was over the past three 
weeks.

During the workshops, with 
just one or two exceptions, 
speakers urged commission-
ers not to act in haste over 
LNT, which had boiled-up 
again as an issue during the 
height of a very busy summer 
season.

With Labor Day approach-
ing, many urged, there was 
time to examine the ordi-
nance and consider any fixes 
in time for the arrival of next 
summer.

And the board indicated 
quickly that it would support 
the idea.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  P h i l 
McCroan, whose district 
includes much of the south 
Gulf County coastal areas, 
recommended that the board 
take no additional action.

“I recommend we peel back 
and leave it as it is at this time 
and let’s move forward,” 
McCroan said.

He said ongoing county 
efforts in support of the ordi-
nance, an education approach 
and removal, at administrator 
discretion, of what County 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  M i c h a e l 
Hammond said “abandoned 
items” would continue.

Further, McCroan said, 
he would push for the Gulf 
County Tourist Development 
Council to conduct work-
shops this fall, bringing in all 
stakeholders, to review LNT.

“We’re not going to have 
a heavy-handed approach,” 
McCroan added.

Enforcement has been 
the hot button this summer 
as several years of forward 
progress seemed to take a step 
back according to many who 
live and play along the beach.

A n d  w h i l e  H a m m o n d 
emphasized that “aban-
doned” property was being 
removed by TDC parks and 
recreation crews, “unat-
tended” property was not.

County repeals 
RV ordinance, 
leaves LNT 
alone

Incumbent Quinn 
advances in BOCC 
District 4

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

Ruby Knox and Dennis 
McGlon will join the Gulf 
County School Board after 
Tuesday’s primary voting, 
w h i l e  C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Sandy Quinn advanced to 

November.
Tuesday’s results were 

unofficial until certified 
Wednesday, after press 
time, by the county can-
vassing board.

The turnout was 32 per-
cent, roughly in line with 
a primary election in the 
middle of a presidential 
term.

Of the county’s 10,097 
eligible voters, 3,219 cast 
ballots.

More than third of those, 

1,122, were cast during early 
voting.

Another 603 voters cast 
absentee ballots; the Super-
visor Elections office mailed 
out nearly 900.

School Board races are 
non-partisan, therefore 
Tuesday’s voting was the 
final say in campaigns to 
replace two retiring mem-
bers, Danny Little in District 
1 and John Wright in District 
5.

McGlon and Knox each 

won convincingly.
Knox beat Barbara Rad-

cliff in the District 5 race, 
earning 67 percent of the 
vote, 677 votes, to Radcliff’s 
33 percent, 338 votes.

In District 1, McGlon’s 
margin was even larger, 
taking 74 percent of the vote 
in a contest against Berna-
dette Hackett.

The vote difference was 
385-138.

Knox, McGlon win 
school board seats

Ron Rudolph shared this stunning shot with the Cape San Blas Lighthouse in George Core Park in the foreground and in the 
background an electrical storm over Indian Pass.

LIGHTNING IN THE AIR

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star  
tcroft@starfl.com

So much for any luck for the 
proposed beach restoration 
project.

Deputy county administra-
tor Warren Yeager sounded 
pessimistic the county would 
receive an okay from the U.S. 
Treasury in the next two weeks 
to spend $2.8 million on a res-
toration project on St. Joseph 
Peninsula.

The dollars represent the 
first-year direct allocation to 
the county out of the federal 
RESTORE Act, which ear-
marked various pots of fine 

money stemming from the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
for distribution.

The dollars also represent 
nearly a third of the total cost 
of the project.

Under the provisions of 
that federal legislation, the 
$2.8 million has been “in the 
bank” for the county for some 
three years, but the county 
has encountered a series of 
obstacles to accessing the dol-
lars through an application and 
grant process.

The latest hiccup involved 
the Treasury, which is over-
seeing disbursement of the 
funds, and U.S. Fish and Wild-
life. And the discussion comes 
back to a protest from Fish and 

Wildlife over spending any 
federal funds in a designated a 
Coastal Barriers Resource Act 
(CBRA) zone.

The issue arose but was 
addressed during the initial 
application and grant sub-
mission, Yeager said, but 
after having to amend the 
multi-year spending plan due 
to changes in the scope of the 
restoration project, a letter 
from Fish and Wildlife has 
gummed the works.

Yeager said Treasury offi-
cials will not divulge the 
contents of the letter from 
Fish and Wildlife, but they also 
insist theirs is the final say.

But, Yeager said, Treasury 
appears unwilling to buck 

Fish and Wildlife and poten-
tially setting an unwanted 
precedent.

“This is your money, it 
should take this long,” said 
a consultant working on 
the RESTORE plan with the 
county.

Treasury, Yeager added, is 
aware of where the county is 
in the process on the resto-
ration project, the amended 
project bid out and a contract 
awarded.

The contractor has already 
had to move on to another 
project due to the delay in 
receiving an approval to spend 
the money from Treasury.

Restoration project hits another roadblock

See ELECTION,  A7

See COUNTY,  A2See PROJECT,  A2
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The United State Navy 
Band Country Current 
will be take the stage for 
a special Labor Day con-
cert 6 p.m. ET Monday at 
Veterans Memorial Park 
at Beacon Hill.

The concert is free and 
open to the public. Tick-
ets are available at the 
TDC Welcome Center 
and Piggly Wiggly and 
will also be available at 
the gate.

Country Current is 
the Navy’s country-
b l u e g r a s s  e n s e m b l e , 
renowned, according to 
a release from the Navy, 
for versatility and phe-
nomenal musicianship.

The band, comprised 
of professional musi-
cians, perform a blend 
o f  m o d e r n  c o u n t r y 
music and cutting-edge 
bluegrass.

T h e  c o n c e r t s 
a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e 

family-friendly 
e v e n t s ,  e n t e r t a i n i n g 
to veterans, families, 

individuals and those inter-
ested in joining the Navy. 
— Tim Croft

Navy band concert Monday at Veterans Park

[SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Another issue for the 
county is that during 
turtle season county 
crews can not access the 
beach each morning to 
fully enforce the times 
determining when prop-
erty can be placed or must 
be removed.

Responses received 
during surveys spon-
sored by the CCA and two 
rental agencies indicated 
overwhelming support 
for the ordinance and for 
its enforcement.

As several speakers 
have noted, that will 
require a dedication of 
resources the BOCC has 
not yet been willing to 
devote.

“No enforcement is 
not an option,” said Nick 
Vaughn, while support-
ing the motion to leave 

the ordinance alone for 
now.

A n d  a  r e p r e s e n t a -
tive from U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service said the 
LNT has a direct link to 
the county’s proposed 
Habitat Conservation 
Plan, a plan under which 
the county would assume 
a significant portion of 
the construction per-
mitting currently taken 
up by the federal or state 
government.

The county and federal 
governments are cur-
rently on their fifth draft 
of the plan.

“It has been working,” 
said Dr. Pat Hardman, 
president of the Coastal 
Community Association 
of Gulf County, of LNT. 
“Changing it now would 
be extremely detrimental 
for the environment … for 
safety.

“Let a committee look 
at it … We can be the 
model child for the state 
of Florida on Leave No 
Trace.”

RV ordinance

As with LNT, there was 
early indication from the 
board on a direction as 
Commissioner Jimmy 
Rogers, before any public 
comment, motioned to 
repeal the ordinance.

Initially passed in 2015 
and amended several times 
afterward, the ordinance, 
Hammond said, was not 
fully understood by the 
public, which was a large 
part of the issue.

The ordinance prohibits 
RVs in the coastal cor-
ridor, the boundary one 
mile from “open coastal 
waters” other than tem-
porary permits.

However, the provi-
sions did not take effect 
until January 2015; all 
existing property owners 
were “vested” or “grand-
fathered” in at that time.

That protection from the 
ordinance would be lost in 
the event of sale or other 
transfer of deed, save for 
a family descendant.

Hammond said of the 
15,004 lots in the unin-
corporated areas of the 
county, 14,000 had not 
been impacted; they would 
operate under land devel-
opment regulations that 
allow one RV per lot.

The county also tries its 
best to enforce provisions 
outlawing renting proper-
ties to place an RV on.

County attorney Jeremy 
Novak detailed the his-
tory of the ordinance, 
which was rejected once 
by the BOCC before later 
adoption, and said private 
property rights weighed 
heavily in discussions.

There was a reason a 
majority of property in the 
county was not impacted, 
he said.

Even with the ordinance, 
there was no outright 
prohibition on RVs in the 
coastal corridor, save for 
properties which have 
changed hands in the past 
nearly four years, Ham-
mond said.

Further, there is nothing 
in the county’s ordinances 
which prohibit a house 
trailer, mobile home or 
modular home in the 
coastal corridor.

The major issue, a 
safety one, was the lack 
of response by RV owners 
to evacuate the vehicles 
in the event of a declared 
local state of emergency 
due to a major storm.

In his remarks, resi-
dent Ron Schaeffer, who 
is in the insurance field, 
provided a vivid demon-
stration of how an RV can 
explode or become a roll-
ing projectile in a strong 
storm.

But, as written, the 
ordinance is unenforce-
able, Hammond said.

Much like with the 
LNT discussion, speakers 
almost uniformly struck a 
chord of urging commis-
sioners to stand down.

S e v e r a l  s p e a k e r s 
d e c r i e d  t h e  g r o w i n g 
number of pole barns and 
RVs in the county and 
their impact on the future 
on the county’s environ-
ment, property values and 
tax base.

Resident Dusty May 
said the decision came 
down to what residents 
the county wished to 
attract.

The single-family home 
owner or builder who pays 

all required fees and taxes, 
or the property owner who 
puts down a concrete slab, 
erects a pole barn, parks 
an RV and avoids signifi-
cant property taxes and 
has less invested in the 
community.

Gene BeHage presented 
a survey conducted by a 
nationally-recognized 
company indicating sup-
port for the ordinance 
and its enforcement.

“You have constitu-
ents that are adamantly 
opposed to the repeal of 
this ordinance,” BeHage 
said. “Keep the ordinance 
and enforce it.”

J e n n i f e r  C o r b i n ,  a 
Beacon Hill  resident 
heavily involved in the 
original ordinance, said 
repeal seemed a “colossal 
waste” of time and effort.

“We need to look at the 
things in the ordinance 
that don’t work and fix 
them,” she said. “We have 
to find solutions, long-
term solutions for Gulf 
County.”

Commissioners were 
divided on repeal, with 
McCroan and Commis-
sioner Sandy Quinn, Jr. 
dissenting.

COUNTY
From Page A1

As a result, a project 
that was hoped to have 
been started early last 
year, now has no clear 
start date.

Yeager and the consul-
tant said they had given 
Treasury a two-week 
deadline for an answer; 
Yeager expressed pes-
simism it would be a yes 
and in time.

Yeager told commis-
sioners it was likely a 
special meeting will be 
called sometime in Sep-
tember to discuss options.

And, he pointed out, the 
problem underscores the 
county’s push to over-
turn CBRA on the Cape 
and peninsula.

The county has spent 
thousands of dollars and 
years trying to overturn 
what it believes should 
never have occurred, 
the placement of CBRA 
boundaries.

Commissioner Phil 
McCroan noted the county 
lost $15 million in repa-
rations after Hurricane 
Gustav raked the beaches.

FEMA initially approved 
spending the dollars to 
replace the sand only to 
be overruled by Fish and 
Wildlife.

“If we had gotten that 
money we wouldn’t be 
in this situation now,” 
McCroan said.

Triumph

Yeager said after a 

series of discussions with 
Triumph Gulf Coast staff 
and individually with 
some board members, it 
was hoped the county will 
be presented with a term 
sheet next month on a dry 
dock project.

The Triumph board, 
charged with disbursing 
some $1.25 billion in BP 
fine dollars within eight 
Northwest Florida coun-
ties over the next 15 years, 
is due to meet again Sept. 
12.

Yeager said Triumph 
would likely not fund 
the entire $28 million 
requested for construc-
tion of a dry dock facility 
off the former paper mill 
site and the county has 
also applied for funds 
from the governor’s Job 
Growth Fund.

He added that another 
meeting with Triumph 
staff was set for Sept. 7.

“We are ready to move 
the project forward,” 
Yeager said. “We hope it 
will come up in Septem-
ber, we can get a term 
sheet and understand 
what we need to do … and 
get the project moving.”

Boat ramps, piers

Five years after being 
announced, two “early 
restoration” NRDA proj-
ects created in the wake of 
the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill are moving in differ-
ent directions.

A new boat ramp in 
Highland View should 
be fully funded, despite a 
spike in estimated costs, 
p e r m i t t e d  a n d  c o n -
structed by next spring, 

Yeager said.
The original estimate of 

$175,000 has ballooned to 
$500,000, but the fund-
ing has been put in place, 
Yeager said.

Meanwhile, estimated 
costs of a new fishing pier 
at WindMark Beach have 
grown from $1.24 million 
to $3.3 million.

Yeager said the county 
could pursue other grant 
funding, use direct-allo-
cation RESTORE dollars 
down in the line or resub-
mit the project to NRDA 
for full funding, a path 
Yeager recommended.

“I don’t see construc-
tion on that one in the 
near future,” Yeager said.

County Administra-
tor Michael Hammond 
said the entire process 
reflected ineffective fed-
eral government.

“It is a sad commentary 
on a big government pro-
gram that doesn’t work,” 
Hammond said. 

Salinas Park

After a meeting with 
representatives from the 
Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 
and Natural Resources 
D a m a g e  A s s e s s m e n t 
(NRDA), Yeager said work 
on the expansion on Sali-
nas Park is imminent.

H e  s a i d  p i c k l e b a l l 
courts going in bayside 
would likely be completed 
in the next 90-100 days 
and permitting for the 
bayside elevated board-
walk is ongoing.

He said the hope was 
to have the project com-
pleted by next summer.

PROJECT
From Page A1

The concert is free and open to the public. Tickets are available at the TDC 
Welcome Center and Piggly Wiggly and will also be available at the gate.
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The county’s unem-
p l o y m e n t  r a t e  w a s 
flat in July after a June 
jump, according to sta-
tistics from the Florida 
Department of Economic 
Opportunity.

The county’s unem-
ployment rate in July was 
3.9 percent, unchanged 
from June and the high-
est in the region which 
also includes Bay and 
Franklin County.

Gulf County’s unem-
ployment rate was 3.1 
percent in May, the last 
of several months of 
positive news on the jobs 
front.

The unemployment 
rate in July 2017 was 4.0 
percent; the same rate as 
in February of this year 
before moving down for 
several months.

The region’s unem-
ployment rate was 3.6 
percent, with Franklin 
County leading the way 
with a 3.5 percent unem-
ployment rate, up a tick 
from June; Bay was at 3.6 
percent.

A year ago, the region’s 
unemployment rate was 
4.0 percent.

The unemployment 
rate in Florida was 3.7 
percent in July, down 
from June and down 0.4 
of a percentage point 
from a year ago.

T h i s  i s  t h e  l o w e s t 
unemployment rate in 

Florida in over a decade.
In Florida, there were 

383,000 unemployed 
from a labor force of 10.2 
million.

The national unem-
ployment rate for July 
was 3.9 percent.

Out of a regional labor 
force of 105,233, which 
was up 2.8 percent year 
over year, there were 
3,791 unemployed.

“We continue to see 
strong job growth year 
over year,” said Kim 
Bodine, Executive Direc-
tor of CareerSource Gulf 
Coast. “Our economy 
seems to be continuing 
to grow even in areas 
not related to our tradi-
tionally strong tourism 
industry.

A key economic driver 

in Gulf County was the 
106 percent jump in bed 
tax collections com-
pared to May, according 
to CareerSource Gulf 
Coast.

In Mexico Beach, bed 
tax collection was up 
111 percent compared to 
May.

In July, non-agricul-
tural employment in 
the Panama City MSA, 
which also includes Gulf 
County, was 88,500, up 
3,200 jobs, or 3.8 per-
cent, over the year.

The Panama City MSA 
grew as fast or faster 
compared to the state 
average in the follow-
ing sectors: professional 
and business services (up 
4.5 percent); mining and 
logging and construction 

(up 5.8 percent); educa-
tion and health services 
(up 4.5 percent); and 
retail trade (up 4.8 per-
cent) other services (3.4 
percent); and govern-
ment (0.7 percent).

I n d u s t r i e s  g a i n i n g 
jobs over the past year 
included goods produc-
ing (up 100 jobs); service 
p r o v i d i n g  ( u p  3 , 1 0 0 
jobs); professional and 
business services (up 500 
jobs); wholesale trade (up 
100 jobs); retail trade (up 
600 jobs); education and 
health services (up 500 
jobs); leisure and hos-
pitality (up 300 jobs); 
trades, transportation 
and utilities (up 700 
jobs); government (up 
900 jobs); and financial 
activities (up 100 jobs).

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
DEO, the manufactur-
ing industry (down 200 
jobs) lost jobs and other 
business sectors were 
unchanged, year over 
year.

The unemployment 
rate does not reflect 
those unemployed who 
are no longer receiving 
unemployment benefits 
nor does it include those 
who have stopped seek-
ing employment.

CareerSource Gulf 
Coast operates offices in 
all three counties. 

Visit  www.career-
sourcegc.com to learn 
more about professional 
workforce development 
and job placement ser-
vices, all offered free of 
charge.

County unemployment rate stable in July

Shop the SaltAir Farm-
ers Market. The Port 
St. Joe SaltAir Farmers 
Market, in its 11th year, 
is held the first and third 
Saturdays of the month 

at City Commons adja-
cent to Port St. Joe City 
Hall, at the intersection 
of Reid Ave. and Cecil 
G. Costin, Sr. Blvd. The 
market is held 9 a.m. until 

1 p.m. ET. At the market 
you may find fresh sea-
sonal produce, jewelry, 
tie dye, carved wood-
work and much more.
 — Tim Croft   

Farmers Market Saturday in PSJ

[FILE PHOTO]
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The spoken word is given scant 
attention; the printed word 
is thoughtfully weighed. The 
spoken word barely asserts; the 
printed word thoroughly con-
vinces. The spoken word is lost; 
the printed word remains.

Tim Croft 

O h drats! They called 
off the parade. I was 
looking so forward to 

it. I’ve never seen a ninety-
two million dollar parade! But 
can you just imagine! They 
must have been planning 
on giving away F-22s to the 
first five hundred adults that 
lined Pennsylvania Avenue.

I pictured gold sequined 
tanks and brightly painted 
nuclear warheads. Surely there 
would have been floats depict-
ing the charge up San Juan Hill, 
General Pershing landing in 
France and our guys storming 
across the bridge at Remagen. 
And, if we were lucky, the 
whole parade would be led by 
an authentic American Revolu-
tion drum and fife corps.

I was hoping to see a genuine 
biplane from the First World 
War buzzing overhead. And 
maybe some left over P-38s 
from World War II. And I 
believe the Memphis Belle is 
operational. Listen, for the 
money they were planning 
to spend we could bring back 
every plane that ever flew a 
combat mission!

Instead of those little pieces 
of hard rock candy, Lieutenant 
Colonels on the last float could 
be tossing out thousand dollar 
bills. It would be worth travel-
ing to Washington to see the 
Intercontinental Ballistic Mis-
siles being fired off the railcars.

This parade was going to out 
Macy Macy!

For ninety-two million dol-
lars every single member of 
every branch of our military 
must certainly be required 

to march in this thing. While 
the Marine Band lined up on 
K Street, the 101st Airborne 
would be assembling across 
the river in Arlington. It was a 
Veterans Day Parade that stood 
a good chance of stretching 
into Thanksgiving! One knowl-
edgeable old timer “Inside the 
Beltway” proposed it would be 
a lot easier to seat all the parade 
participants in the grand-
stands……and let every citizen 
in America march by!

I’m not sure if the cease and 
desist order came from the 
Pentagon, White House or the 
New York Times.

Somebody sure called it off. 
And if the exit polls reveal 
canceling it was a good idea, 
they will all leap immediately 
into the “take credit” line. If 
it turns out the other way, we 
will never hear the end of the 
finger pointing and acrimoni-
ous rhetoric.

Any parade to honor our 
Veterans is a good idea. There 
is no debating that. I’m just 
not sure if this one would have 
been cost effective. And, to be 
perfectly honest, we have the 
only government in the history 
of mankind that could think 
up a way to spend ninety-two 
million on one single solitary 
parade.

I bet you Burundi couldn’t do 
that.

The only parade I ever took 
part in was at Homecoming 
back in high school. In light of 
this 2018 rolling pageant rev-
elation, I’m embarrassed to tell 
you what our projected cash 
layout was. But I will admit it 
was a tad under 92 million.

Mr. John Charles Sasser 
loaned us his flatbed wagon for 
nothing. And when our class 
finance committee came back 
with the cost of chicken wire, 
Billie Ruth Kirksey remem-
bered there was an old pile of 
the stuff out behind their barn. 

We scrounged up every piece 
of used lumber in town and 
stuffed red, white and blue 
napkins in the wire until they 
covered up the rust.

We absconded with card-
board from that big trash pile 
beside Junior’s J&J grocery. 
Every class member was 
encouraged to bring any color 
paint they could beg, borrow 
or steal from home. It was safe 
to say we put more ingenuity 
than money in this project. We 
traded S&H Green Stamps for 
eleven boxes of napkins and 
some glue for the paper mache 
horse we hoped Diana Morris 
and LaRenda Bradfield could 
build.

We were going with a “Tame 
the Mustangs” theme but we 
couldn’t come up with any 
brown paint. The Hunting-
don High School mascot had 
a definite psychedelic look 
surrounded by three McKenzie 
Rebels meaning to “do him in” 
as the parade started up Stone-
wall Street. 

All of the judges agreed we 
could have finished a lot higher 
than fourth place if two of our 
Rebels hadn’t fallen off when 
the float turned that curve in 
front of Raymond White’s ser-
vice station.

I figure we don’t need a 
big expensive parade today 
to remind us of what we owe 
to every American Veteran 
that has ever suited up on our 
behalf. Maybe we all could find 
some old chicken wire and a 
few pieces of lumber and build 
them a tribute in our front 
yards.

And maybe our government 
could take some of the ninety-
two million they saved on this 
parade……and share it with the 
needy Veterans out there.

 
Respectfully,
 
Kes

H U N K E R  D O W N 

If the Class of ’65 had been in charge

W ith football season 
upon us, I enjoy 
reminiscing about my 

high school years and toting 
the football for my team. As 
the years go by, in my mind 
my prowess and accomplish-
ments back then get better 
and more significant like a 
lying fisherman’s stories of 
the size of the fish he caught 
and the ones that got away.

 I struggle with saying “It 
was the best time of my life,” 
because it wasn’t, but it was 
a very fun time and I am very 
happy that I made it without 
doing too many stupid things.

 Traveling to help one of my 
children move in for college one 
more time, I was driving back 
through the county in Alabama 
where I grew up and played 
high school football, I got this 
sudden urge to see some of the 
mementos of years past, and 
maybe take a look at the fields 
where I played.

 My first stop was “out in the 
country” where our archrivals, 
the Wildcats, called home. 
Why in the world would I want 
to do that? I will tell you. I 
wanted to hold the “Golden 
Football” just one more time. 
The Golden Football was a 
trophy that was passed back 
and forth to the winner of the 
football game between our 

schools each year.
The Wildcats got to keep the 

trophy back in the mid-80’s 
because as the rules stated, 
“If a team won three times in 
a row, it was their trophy to 
keep forever.” Rules are rules 
and they had the trophy and I 
wanted to hold it just one more 
time.

 After sitting getting my pic-
ture made, my credentials kind 
of checked and talking to the 
secretary for about 15 minutes, 
a nice young man, who was one 
of the coaches at the school 
led me to the entrance to the 
gymnasium. He looked at the 
trophies and pointed to one of 
many and asked, “Is that the 
one you are talking about?”

 I said, “It is, would be OK if 
I held it?” The coach laughed 
and said, “Absolutely.” He 
slid the glass back from the 
unlocked trophy case and 
handed me the gold football 
trophy. It felt good to hold it 
once again, maybe even feel 
16 again. He agreed to take a 
picture (actually many) of me 
holding the trophy.

 We talked and I went back 
to the office to be officially 
checked out.

Being about 40 years ago, 
I was reminded that I actu-
ally was not part of a team 
that “lost” the coveted Golden 
Football. Fortunately, it was 
a team a few years later. I was 
part of one team in 1978 that 
actually kept our archrivals 
from keeping the trophy.

1978, was a great year for my 
high school’s football program. 
It was the first undefeated 
season in my school’s football 

playing history, which had just 
begun in 1972.

 Thinking about it, I remem-
bered our big “Gold Football 
Trophy” that the school had 
made commemorating that 
undefeated season in 1978. 
It had been 40 years and I 
thought about how nice it 
would be to hold that trophy 
one more time and see my name 
etched in one of the gold plates 
that were stuck on the nice 
wooden base.

I traveled about 15 minutes 
to my alma mater, where the 
Falcons still play today. A nice 
young man was manning the 
office window and I informed 
him that “I was here to see the 
trophy.” He had no idea what I 
was talking about, but the ath-
letic director fortunately was 
just coming into the office.

The athletic director 
informed me that the football 
coach might know and that he 
was down in the gym teaching a 
yoga class. The yoga class busi-
ness concerned me at first, but 
I have recently read where a lot 
of football players benefit from 
the stretching and contort-
ing of the body involved in the 
ancient Indian practice. My 
football coach taught a cooking 
class where he taught the art of 
throwing spaghetti against the 
wall to determine if it was done 
– so I’m good with yoga.

Upon meeting this new foot-
ball coach, I immediately liked 
him, but I also knew something 
was not right. None of these 
folks knew where “that” Gold 
Football Trophy was.

C R A N K S  M Y  T R AC T O R

Fumbling the ball

Kesley Colbert

BN Heard

 

W e are taught not to covet, but 
sometimes the green just 
turns from lime to emerald.

About this time every year comes a ritual 
that I remain completely ignorant about, 
but envy nonetheless.

And, I wonder, do the folks involved fully 
understand how fortunate, how lucky to live 
in a small town?

As the school year opens each year, 
Homecoming rises on the horizon and with 
Homecoming come the class reunions.

So far in the past month, we’ve had 1958, 
followed by 1968 and 1978, all classes from 
Port St. Joe High School, all planning their 
reunions.

My initial reaction when 1958 arrived a 
month ago or so was what?

Summer isn’t over.
Every day my two-wheeled commute to 

work feels more and more like I’m in a con-
vection oven.

Wasn’t graduation yesterday?
Football season underway?
Let me lay down by the shade of a tree and 

rest.
Oh, wait, there is no shade; recliner will 

have to do.
There must be an adage to fracture about 

when you are young time can hardly go 
fast enough; as you age, well, it won’t slow 
down one bit.

As school starts by my grand-youngins 
are another grade, another year older.

I hardly recognize the smiling little cherub 
in my wallet, now, eee gads, an adolescent.

Where once it was “Papa” with enthusi-
asm it has become, “hey, papa” lower-case 
all the way.

I digress.
So, these reunions.
I responded to one submitter of reunion 

news how fortunate they were to live in a 
small town, have such fond memories of 
high school and class camaraderie.

Ask Kesley, my good friend sharing this 
page’s space, about the place on the map 
where I grew up, Toledo, Ohio.

“It was so big,” Kesley said when I saw 
him recently after travels that took him 
through Northwest Ohio.

Now, for many of a certain generation, 
Toledo is connected to a song John Denver 
sang about being bored in Toledo, Ohio, 
where not much happens at night and the 
sidewalks rolled up after dark.

That was quite a stigma.
Quiet, bespectacled, squeaky clean John 

Denver was bored?
That was not exactly a TDC promotional 

slogan that screamed, “Hey, let’s take our 
next vacation there.”

But it was a fun childhood, I wouldn’t 
trade it.

And it was far more crowded than child-
hoods in Gulf County.

Being from a large city, I attended mighty 
large public schools.

We lived just over two blocks from my 
elementary school, which I would guess, 
gazing back into hazy memories, had 
roughly twice the enrollment of Port St. Joe 
Elementary School.

My high school: well over 2,000 students, 
jutting up against 2,500.

I had more than 500, closer to 600 if I 
remember correctly, students in my gradu-
ating class, which is roughly the current 
enrollment, give or take a dozen or so, of 
Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. High School, which 

K E Y B OA R D  K L AT T E R I N G S

Reunion 
season

See CRANKS,  A5

See CROFT,  A5
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LETTERS

RV ordinance

 Dear Editor,
This is to our county 

commissioners:
How many of you have 

recently driven 30A from 
Port St. Joe to Apalachicola. 
Let’s mentally do it now. 
As we approach Simmons 
Bayou, there is a RV park on 
the right. As we continue, 
we notice a proliferation 
of RV’s along the road, this 
proliferation continues 
until we reach the Franklin 
County line. From this point 
onwards, we experience 
a more pristine drive into 
Apalachicola. If we were 
to continue towards Car-
rabelle, we would encounter 
several very large RV parks. 
At the conclusion of our 
drive, we have three ques-
tions. Are additional RV 
parks a business opportunity 
in Gulf County? Aren’t there 
any hunters or fishermen 

in Franklin County? Where 
is Franklin County’s Oak 
Grove?

Let’s again use our imagi-
nation to drive Bay County. 
Starting at Mexico Beach, we 
notice a RV park on the right, 
we then procced through 
Tyndall and then take a slight 
left turn, which will take us 
along Bay County’s coast 
line. As we proceed towards 
Panama City Beach, we 
notice this area is much more 
commercially developed with 
some residential buildings 
mixed along with a few small 
RV parks. At the conclusion 
of this trip, it is obvious that 
the proliferation of RVs that 
we experienced on 30A does 
not exist in Bay County. We 
again have a couple of ques-
tions. Do all of Bay County’s 
hunters and fishermen park 
their RVs in Gulf County? 
Where is Bay County’s Oak 
Grove?

In summary, is it possible 

we could learn something by 
studying both Franklin and 
Bay counties’ RV Ordinance? 
It should be obvious to all 
concerned that reverting 
back to the county’s old rule 
of one RV per lot is not only 
antiquated when compared 
to our sister counties, it is a 
road to continued failure. We 
must not throw out the exist-
ing RV Ordinance because it 
is hard to enforce or because 
we were against it from the 
beginning, instead we must 
refine the existing ordinance 
to the point it is impossible 
to create another Oak Grove, 
that keeps Gulf County in the 
forefront of sound economic 
development, assists in the 
protection and safety of our 
residents when “the big one 
hits” and is not totally impos-
sible to enforce.

Thank you for your time 
this morning.

Butch Kline, Port St. Joe

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

By Regina Thomson
Special to The Star

T wo environmentalist 
groups just released 
a scathing report 

which concluded that 
“fracking” — a technique 
for extracting oil and natu-
ral gas from underground 
shale rock formations 
— poses an unacceptable 
threat to human health.

The report is deeply 
flawed. It doesn’t offer any 
original research. It simply 
compiles previously-pub-
lished news stories, health 
reports, and academic 
papers, most of which have 
long since been debunked as 
biased.

If lawmakers and regu-
lators act on this shoddy 
science and restrict frack-
ing, they will harm — rather 
than improve — public 
health.

The report, conducted 
by the Concerned Health 
Professionals of New York 
and Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, attempts to 
link fracking to a wide range 
of ailments, from asthma to 
low birthweight to cancer. 
The 266-page document 
seems to provide a moun-
tain of data in support of its 
position.

Peek inside, however, and 
it’s clear the authors are 
more concerned with the 
quantity of evidence than its 
quality.

Throughout the docu-
ment, the authors display 
information gleaned from 
partisan environmentalist 
media outlets like InsideCli-
mate News alongside more 

rigorous analyses published 
in academic journals — as if 
those sources deserve equal 
credence.

Even the academic 
research cited in the report 
is less-than-convincing. For 
the most part, the studies 
are epidemiological analyses 
that merely show a correla-
tion between fracking and 
particular health conditions.

Rigorous investigations 
have failed to show any 
causal relationship between 
fracking and poor health. 
Last year, the Colorado 
Department of Public Health 
and Environment concluded 
that “Studies of popula-
tions living near oil and gas 
operations provide limited 
evidence of the possibility 
for harmful health effects.” 
The Department added that 
these studies “do not indi-
cate the need for immediate 
public health action.”

A separate review of 
fracking studies conducted 
by Resources for the Future, 
an environmental policy 
think tank, reached similar 
conclusions. RFF’s report 
found that all studies sug-
gesting negative health 
effects “had shortcom-
ings that were most often 
significant.”

RFF also concluded that 
the analyses “reported con-
tradictory results for each 
impact,” meaning that some 
studies found an increase in 
certain ailments near frack-
ing sites, while others found 
a decrease or no change at 
all.

In other words, strong 
scientific evidence that 
fracking causes serious 

health conditions remains 
elusive.

Ironically, there’s a great 
deal of evidence that frack-
ing improves public health 
by increasing production 
and consumption of natural 
gas, which emits far fewer 
harmful pollutants than 
coal. A recent study from 
the National Bureau of 
Economic Research sug-
gests that the shift from 
coal to natural gas in Turkey 
reduced mortality rates in 
that country between 2001 
and 2014.

The fracking revolution 
also improves Americans’ 
health by making them 
wealthier, and thus better 
able to afford nutritious 
food and medical care. By 
driving down the cost of 
energy for many Americans, 
the fracking boom increased 
the average household’s 
disposable income by $1,200 
in 2012 alone. The natural 
gas and oil industry contrib-
uted roughly $1.3 trillion to 
the economy and supported 
10.3 million jobs around the 
country in 2015.

The biased anti-fracking 
report tries, and fails, to 
prove the drilling technique 
is a threat to public health. 
Let’s hope lawmakers and 
regulators don’t fall for it.

 
Regina Thomson is president 
of the Colorado Issues Coali-
tion, a nonprofit supporting 
reform in state govern-
ment, protecting civil liber-
ties, and addressing issues 
that are timely and critical 
to the voters of Colorado. 
This piece originally ran in 
the Albuquerque Journal.

 Anti-fracking study combines 
old news/fl awed science

By Katie Tripp, Ph.D.
Director of Science 
& Conservation
Save the Manatee Club
Special to The Star 

M artin County, 
located along 
Florida’s south-

east coast, adopted the 
term “Lost Summer” 
in 2013 to describe 
the disaster caused by 
discharges from Lake 
Okeechobee into coastal 
communities. Posted 
signs warned against 
swimming, fishing, or 
otherwise coming in 
contact with the water 
that was covered in 
“guacamole-thick” 
algae. The moniker was 
unfortunately appli-
cable again in 2016 and 
now again in 2018.  

On Florida’s west 
coast, red tide has killed 
nearly 1,100 manatees 
over the last 23 years, 
and because blooms now 
occur so frequently, they 
are no longer charac-
terized as “unusual 
mortality events” for 
these protected marine 
mammals. The organ-
ism that causes red tide 
is naturally-occurring. 
The input of human-
generated pollution into 
our coastal waters, which 
causes that organism 
to “bloom” and wreak 
havoc, is far from natu-
ral. The same is true for 
the various algae blooms 
that have occurred in the 
Indian River Lagoon in 
recent years, resulting in 

the deaths of manatees, 
dolphins, fish, and sea 
birds, and the loss of tens 
of thousands of acres 
of vitally-important 
seagrass.  

Florida’s waters are 
in crisis, and we need 
leaders who will protect 
our natural environ-
ment. Too many of our 
decision-makers and 
residents continue to be 
in denial about our state’s 
long-running addiction 
to growth at any cost and 
the toll it takes on our 
environment. Politicians 
have won election and 
re-election by cam-
paigning on lower taxes 
and reduced oversight, 
but they have neglected 
the need to protect and 
invest in our natural 
environment. Too often, 
voters make decisions 
without having properly 
researched candidates, 
or they fail to vote at 
all. Until more citizens 
engage in their democ-
racy and vote with the 
future in mind, Floridians 
can expect continued 
Lost Summers and lost 
opportunities to fix our 
ailing waterways.  

Dr. Tripp has been Save 
the Manatee Club’s 
Director of Science and 
Conservation since May 
of 2008. She received her 
Ph.D. in Veterinary Medi-
cal Sciences from the Uni-
versity of Florida, where 
she conducted research 
on manatee physiology.

Civic disengagement 
partially to blame for 

red tides, lost summers

Board of County 
Commissioners

Commissioner David Rich
Cell: 247-9411
Email: commissioner1@
gulfcounty-fl .gov
Commissioner Ward McDaniel
Cell: 227-5614
Email: commissioner2@
gulfcounty-fl .gov
Commissioner Jimmy Rogers
Cell: 227-6300
Email: commissioner3@
gulfcounty-fl .gov
Commissioner Sandy Quinn, Jr.
Cell: 247-8870
Email: commissioner4@
gulfcounty-fl .gov
Commissioner Phil McCroan
Cell: 227-6306
Email: commissioner5@
gulfcounty-fl .gov

C O N TAC T  YO U R 
C O U N T Y  O F F I C I A L S

They were nice and I 
could tell that my school 
was still the academic 
powerhouse that it was 
when I was there, but 
through the years, some 
things lose their signifi-
cance I suppose.

I met the principal, 
who was wonderful, 
a few other people in 
the office and even the 
maintenance fellow who 
proceeded to take me to 
every storage building 
and closet on the school 
campus. He rode me 
around in his truck and 
we talked. It’s amazing 
what you can find out 

talking to folks who fix 
things.

The bottom line was 
that they had “run out of 
room” for trophies a few 
years back and probably 
discarded many of the 
older ones.

I didn’t get to hold it; I 
didn’t even get to see it.

So, to the students who 
will suit up this fall to 
play football, cheer and 
play in the band, enjoy it 
while you can, because in 
40 years, going unde-
feated won’t matter that 
much, neither will losing 
them all.

 My biggest trophy is 
stored in a trophy case 
in my head and it gets 
bigger every year.

 
Read more stories at www.
CranksMyTractor.com.

CRANKS
From Page A4

includes two additional 
grades.

So, students were a 
mere number in the literal 
sense of the word.

I can tick off some of 
the names of the fellas I 
hung around with at the 
time.

I had yet to discover 
the beauty and wonder 
of girls until my senior 
season, though I did 
have a “girlfriend” as 
a senior though it was 
to be an entirely chaste 
relationship.

This will give you some 
idea of how far back in 
time we are traveling, 
though I will admit I was 
well behind the curve, 
even for that time, when 
it came to the opposite 
sex.

I am fairly sure I had 
not even kissed a girl at 
that point; a fourth-grade 
love letter spurned cre-
ated scars.

What one’s brain 
chooses to recall.

But, on the whole, 
memories are either faces 
or fragment of names 
and my memories are 
primarily dominated by 
happenings that had little 
to do with a classroom.

And, reunions, perish 
the thought.

Ten years after 
graduation there was a 
mailing that went out 
about trying to come 
together for a reunion, 
but by that time I was in 
Florida and living, in real-
ity, an entirely new life.

Additionally, the let-
ter’s tone was such that 
the writer understood 
they were up against long 
odds gathering any sem-
blance of that high school 
class.

And by that time there 
wasn’t even a high school 
to remember: Thomas 
A. DeVilbiss, named for 
the guy who invented 
the atomizer for perfume 
and other things, was no 
longer in existence.

I don’t know if it was 
my graduating class, 
could’ve been, but I like 
to blame my brother’s 
which followed two years 
later.

Either way, within a 
decade after graduating 
DeVilbiss and the Tigers 
were rendered to the 
picklocks of historians.

School consolida-
tion is not strictly a rural 
phenomenon.

So, at the time of that 
10-year milestone, I had 
scant interest in a gath-
ering of people I likely 
didn’t know or remember 
from a high school that no 
longer existed.

Made no sense to me.
But, time has a way 

of altering those reali-
ties and I have recently 
attempted to just look up 
some of those folks who 
made an impact during a 
formative time.

The search did not turn 
out so great, however, 
as the first two friends 
whose names I searched 
for had both passed away 
tragically young.

The search stopped.
Therefore, I say to 

those folks who will be 
gathering in October to 
celebrate a special time in 
their lives, give each an 
extra hug, and extra slap 
on the back.

Living, growing up, 
coming of age, in a small 
town carries with it a 
distinctly significant 
and impactful role in the 
friends and relation-
ships made that can last a 
lifetime.

Some of us, on the other 
hand, just arrived too 
late.

CROFT
From Page A4
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“I’m excited,” McGlon 
said. “I’m excited to be 
the voice for the people in 
District 1. They’ve stated 
they want me in there.

“The community has 
been great to me and my 
family. I want to give 
back to them by being 
their voice.”

Q u i n n  f a c e d  T a n 
S m i l e y ,  t h e  m a n  h e 
beat four years ago for 
the District 4 seat on 
the Board of County 
Commissioners, in the 
Democrat primary.

Similar to the school 
board races, Quinn had a 
healthy winning margin, 
taking 61 percent of the 
vote, 249 votes, to Smi-
ley’s 39 percent, or 158 
votes.

Emerging with the 
victory, Quinn moves 
on to November when 
he faces two challeng-
ers are running without 
party affiliation.

“I am relieved,” Quinn 
said of Tuesday’s results. 
“I’m excited and I am 
grateful.”

County voting in the 
state and federal races 
was scattershot in pre-
dicting the final winners.

County Republican 
voters overwhelmingly 
supported Gov. Rick 
Scott in his race against 
token opposition for a 
U.S. Senate seat.

Ron DeSantis narrowly 
edged Adam Putnam 
(48-46 percent) in the 
county in the race to be 
GOP nominee for gover-
nor, a race DeSantis won 
statewide by a comfort-
able margin.

D e S a n t i s  w i l l  f a c e 
surprise winner of the 
D e m o c r a t  p r i m a r y , 
A n d r e w  G i l l u m ,  i n 
November.

But Gillum, the only 
Democrat candidate to 
visit Gulf County during 
t h e  c a m p a i g n ,  w a s 
soundly beaten by Gwen 
Graham (48-26 percent) 
in county voting.

I n  t h e  D e m o c r a t 
primary for the Con-
gressional District 2 seat, 
Brandon Peters, who also 
recently visited Gulf 
County, easily outpaced 
Bob Rackleff (62-38 per-
cent) in the county only 
to lose overall.

In the GOP primary, 

county voters favored 
Ashley Moody, who won 
the statewide Republican 
vote to be Attorney Gen-
eral, but also supported 
Denise Grimsley, who 
lost statewide to Matt 
Caldwell for Commis-
sioner of Agriculture.

It was another story on 
the Democrats side, as 
county voters supported 
the candidates who won 
statewide for Attorney 
General (Sean Shaw) and 
Commissioner of Agri-
culture (Nikki Fried).

The November ballot is 
set, local, state and fed-
eral races, with proposed 
amendments of Florida’s 
Constitution joining the 

ballot.
In the county, voters 

will decide the BOCC 
seats for District 1, 2 and 
4.

In District 1, Com-
missioner David Rich, a 
Republican appointed by 
Scott following the death 
of Freddie Whitfield, will 
face John Nagy, running 
as a Democrat, and Wil-
liam Lawson, who has no 
party affiliation.

The election is for a 
two-year term as the 
seat returns to its typi-
cal rotation in 2020.

Incumbent Commis-
sioner Ward McDaniel, 
a Democrat, will also 
face two challengers: 

Tom Semmes, a Repub-
lican, and Josh Taunton, 
running with no party 
affiliation.

In District 4 it will be 
Quinn against challeng-
ers Ronald Pickett and 
Amy Rogers.

Voters will also cast 
ballots for U.S. Senate, 
Congressional District 
2,  Florida Governor, 
Attorney General and 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f 
Agriculture.

There will be 13 pro-
posed amendments to 
the Florida Constitu-
tion, dealing with issues 
ranging from expanding 
homestead exemptions to 
banning dog racing.

ELECTION
From Page A1

Special to The Star

P A N A M A  C I T Y  _ 
During the month of Sep-
tember, the Northwest 
Regional Library System 
(NWRLS) is joining with 
libraries nationwide for 
Library Card Sign-up 
Month, to encourage 
parents, caregivers and 
students to obtain a free 
library card that will save 
them money while reap-
ing rewards in academic 
achievement and lifelong 
learning. 

Your library card is 
the best back-to-school 
resource out there!

Disney’s The Incred-
ibles are Library Card 
Sign-up Month honor-
ary chairs, helping to 

promote the value of a 
library card and bring 
attention to the many 
ways libraries and librar-
ians transform lives and 
communities through 
education. Early literacy 
classes spark a love of 
reading and learning at 
a young age to encour-
age school readiness. 
NWRLS branches offer 
free STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, 
arts and mathematics) 
programs for school aged 
students. 

Select branches pro-
vide access to 3D printers, 
LEGOs, coding classes, 
and the ability to expe-
rience Virtual Reality 
through PlayStation VR 
or Oculus Rift headsets 

(Virtual Reality for ages 
13 and up). Educational 
programming takes place 
throughout the year for 
children and adults.

“ T h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
school year, our library 
offers a variety of pro-
grams to stimulate an 
interest in reading and 
learning,” said Nancy 
Brockman, Coordinator 
of Gulf County Librar-
ies. “We have programs 
for all ages, from early 
literacy to continuing 
education. We teach 
technology skills, provide 
phenomenal children’s 
classes, bring in guest 

speakers  on various 
topics, and inspire cre-
ativity through craft 
programs. It’s an excit-
ing place to be!”

L i b r a r i e s  a r e  a n 
essential part of the edu-
cational infrastructure of 
any community and we 
are here to assist you this 
school year. 

Y o u r  l i b r a r y  c a r d 
allows you to check out 
up to 20 items at a time 
with access to books, 
audiobooks, eBooks, 
eAudiobooks, DVDs, 
ukuleles,  dulcimers, 
eReader devices, and 
cake pans. You also have 

access to online research 
databases, including 
Encyclopedia Britannica 
and the Florida Electronic 
Library. All branches 
have Wi-Fi and computer 
access available for your 
research and homework 
needs.

One incredible new 
service that NWRLS 
offers is ArtistWorks for 
Libraries. ArtistWorks 
p r o v i d e s  u n l i m i t e d 
access to online video 
instruction for music and 
art lessons. The lessons 
can be completed at your 
own pace from beginner 
to advanced skillsets. 
Music lessons include 
band instruments, piano, 
ukulele, and more. 

All you need is your 

library card and inter-
net access to begin free 
lessons today! This ser-
vice has been generously 
sponsored by Bay Arts 
Alliance and the Ukulele 
Orchestra of St. Andrews. 
For more information 
about ArtistWorks for 
Libraries, visit http://
www.nwrls.com/artist-
works.html.

NWRLS has branches 
in Panama City, Panama 
C i t y  B e a c h ,  P a r k e r , 
Springfield, Port St. Joe, 
Wewahitchka, Bristol 
and Hosford. For more 
information about how 
to sign up for a library 
card, visit any NWRLS 
location in person, online 
at www.nwrls.com, or 
call 850-522-2100.

September is National Library Card Sign-Up Month
Your library card is the best back-to-school 
resource out there!

Catch the best view 
a r o u n d  a s  t h e  C a p e 
San Blas Lighthouse in 
George Core Park will 
be open daily through 
Monday, Labor Day.

 The lighthouse will be 
open 11 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
ET each day. 

For adults 13 and over, 
the cost to climb is $5 and 
for children under 12, but 
at least 44-inches tall, 
the cost for the climb is 
$3. 

Please, no flip-flops 
– climbers need sturdy 
shoes. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e 
lighthouse is open, by 
appointment, for groups 
of 5 or more. 

The minimum charge 
is $25. Contact 229-8261 
to book an appoint-
m e n t  f o r  a  g r o u p .
--- Tim Croft

Lighthouse holiday hours
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“We got a pretty good 
team, good boys, 
strong boys;
District champs the 
last three years.”

“No. 29” as performed 
by Steve Earle

 

T wo years ago on 
an autumn Satur-
day I lowered my 

home decorating maga-
zine and said across 
the room, "What's a 
first down?" My hus-
band stared in wonder 
and surprise. In 37 
years, it was the first 
football related ques-
tion I had ever initiated.

We talked about 
basic strategies and 
rules. Things evolved 
from there, and last 
year we purchased 
tickets and attended 
my first major col-
lege game in decades. 
I actually loved it.

The finer points 
and nuances of the 
game itself are still 
beyond me, though I 
cheer for our team. 

The winning and 
losing isn't nearly 
as important to me 
as the quality of the 
evening. A spectacle 
under the lights on a 
college campus feels 

like autumn should. 
Maybe it reminds me 
of my own collegiate 
years. Regardless, it's 
an exhilarating and 
powerful experience: 
the sounds of pre-game 
and halftime band 
performances; the 
passion of the students 
and fans; the color and 
pageantry of the scene. 
It’s all captivating. And 
football means fall is 
around the corner.

It is typical of my 
timing that just when 
college football atten-
dance is experiencing 
its first serious decline 
in decades, I have 
jumped on the band-
wagon. Perhaps my 
long association with 
investing has created a 
contrarian's approach 
to fandom. Investing 
is an activity which, 
by definition, rewards 
those who avoid fol-
lowing the crowd. If 
you buy a security when 
everyone else is doing 
the same, frequently 
it has been bid up and 
it's likely that you're 
paying too high a price 
for it. This is not always 
the case; sometimes 
large numbers of inves-
tors purchase a secu-
rity and it continues to 
increase in value. But, 
as the late financial 
journalist Louis Rukey-
ser once said, “Trees 
don’t grow to the sky”.

The trick is to locate 
a good company, 
and then buy it dur-
ing a downturn, or 
when other investors 

are selling it. 
In this sense, a 

good investor must 
understand the 
value of a company, 
and then trust that 
a decline in share 
price is temporary.

Market dynamics are 
changing, but many 
basic investing prin-
ciples still apply. Sim-
ply stated, buy a good 
company, one which 
you’ll be glad 
to own three to five 
years from now as 
well as today. And 
buy it a fair or advan-
tageous price. 

To do so, you often 
must have the confi-
dence to go against the 
grain and buy when 
others are selling. Then, 
during the next down-
turn, you must have the 
tenacity to hold when 
others are bailing.

 
Margaret R. McDowell, 
ChFC®, AIF®, author 
of the syndicated eco-
nomic column “Arbor 
Outlook,” is the founder 
of Arbor Wealth 
Management, LLC, 
(850.608.6121 – www.
arborwealth.
net), a fiduciary, 
“fee-only” registered 
investment advisory 
firm located near Des-
tin, FL. This column 
should not be con-
sidered personalized 
investment advice and 
provides no assurance 
that any specific strat-
egy or investment will 
be suitable or profit-
able for an investor.

A R B O R  O U T L O O K 

First Downs, Autumn 
Saturdays and Steve Earle

By Tom Nordlie
UF/IFAS
Special to The Star

G A I N E S V I L L E  — 
Beginning earlier this 
month, Florida citrus 
growers have had an 
updated resource to 
help them keep groves 
productive despite the 
ever-present threat of 
Huanglongbing, the bac-
terial malady also known 
as HLB or citrus greening 
disease.

E x p e r t s  w i t h  t h e 
University of Florida 
Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences 
just completed a 180-
page technical handbook, 
"Florida Citrus Produc-
tion Guide 2018-2019."

T h e  g u i d e  c o v e r s 
a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  g r o v e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d 
management in Flor-
ida’s current growing 
environment, said edi-
t o r i a l  t e a m  m e m b e r 
Lauren Diepenbrock, an 
assistant professor of 
entomology with the UF/
IFAS Citrus Research and 
Education Center in Lake 
Alfred.

"HLB has imposed 
many changes on citrus 
production, and our 
goal was to gather all of 
the most important cur-
rent information into one 
place," said Diepenbrock, 
one of three editors who 
coordinated the efforts of 
42 contributing authors 
who wrote, revised and 
updated material for the 
2018-2019 guide.

In addition to sections 
on grove establishment, 
nutrition, irrigation, 
pests and diseases, the 

guide features two new 
chapters this year, con-
cerning cold protection 
and the Citrus Under 
Protective Screen system 
used to grow high-value 
fruit for the fresh market.

Diepenbrock notes that 
the guide also covers the 
new federally mandated 
Worker Protection Stan-
dards, which took full 
effect in January 2018.

" E m p l o y e r s  n e e d 
to make sure they're 
in compliance, so we 
included material on that 
topic," she said.

T h e  c u r r e n t  g u i d e 
evolved from a smaller 
handbook devoted to 
citrus pest management, 
which was prepared by 
UF/IFAS entomologists 
and had been in produc-
tion since at least the 
early 1980s.

Revised editions of the 
pest management guide 
were issued annually, 
and assisted growers in 
coping with Diaprepes 
citrus weevil, citrus rust 
mite and many other 
challenges. With the 
emergence of the HLB 
crisis, it became clear 
that growers needed an 
expanded resource cov-
ering all factors relevant 
to successful citrus pro-
duction when the HLB 
pathogen is found state-
wide and virtually all 
commercial groves con-
tain infected trees.

Responding to this 
need, last year's proj-
ect team rolled out a 
more comprehensive 
handbook that included 
s e c t i o n s  d e v o t e d  t o 
h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  p l a n t 
pathology and soil and 

water science, she said.
"This year, we not only 

updated the material, 
we joined forces with a 
new publisher, Meister 
Media," Diepenbrock 
explained. "They were 
responsible for securing 
sponsors and printing 
the physical copies of the 
guide."

The editorial  team 
hopes to receive feedback 
from growers about the 
new edition so that they 
can make improvements 
for the 2019-2020 guide, 
expected next summer.

"We consider the guide 
to be a work in prog-
ress," Diepenbrock said. 
"One question I've been 
asking myself is, ‘how we 
can make the guide more 
engaging and acces-
sible?’ I'm hoping that 
growers will have some 
suggestions in that vein."

Besides Diepenbrock, 
t h e  e d i t o r i a l  t e a m 
included two of her col-
leagues at the Citrus 
REC: Megan Dewdney, a 
plant pathology associ-
ate professor, and Tripti 
Vashisth, a horticul-
tural sciences assistant 
professor. 

T h e  c o n t r i b u t i n g 
writers included citrus 
experts with the Citrus 
R E C ,  t h e  U F / I F A S 
Indian River Research 
and Education Center 
and Southwest Florida 
Research and Education 
Center, the UF main 
campus and the Florida 
Department of Citrus.

A digital edition of 
the guide is available 
free of charge at http://
www.crec.ifas.ufl.edu/
extension/pest/.

New UF/IFAS citrus 
production guide aids 
grower survival in age of HLB

{PHOTO COURTESY MARGARET TODD}

Star Staff Report

While fishing for sharks at the Port St. Joe Marina, Dalton Bensosn of Lebanon, 
TN, landed this Tarpon, which was released after a few photos were taken. The 
fish was roughly 6 feet long and weighed between 90 and 1,000 pounds and took 
about 45 minutes to land.  

Tarpon tale

Margaret McDowell
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By Ray Bodrey
Gulf County Extension Director
UF/IFAS
Special to The Star 

W ith daily rainfall 
for some time 
now, coupled 

with humid temperatures, 
summer annual weeds 
have had a mighty boost 
in growth. Chamberbitter, 
Florida pusley, sedge and 
oxalis are just some exam-
ples of the many weeds 
that are seemingly explod-
ing across the landscape.

Chamberbitter (Phyl-
lanthus urinaria) is found as 
north as Illinois and as west 
as Texas, but thrives in 
lower southeastern states. 
It’s a headache for home-
owners as well as pasture 
managers.

 The foliage resembles 
that of the mimosa tree 
(Albizia julibrissin) and can 
be confused with the native 
mimosa groundcover, 
known as powder-
puff mimosa (Mimosa 
strigillosa). 

This plant grows upright 
and develops a long tap-
root. Wart-like seeds can 
be found on the underside 

of the branch. Florida 
Pusley (Richardia scabra 
L.) also known as Florida 
snow or Mexican clover, 
have blanketed landscapes 
in the Panhandle of recent 
with white flowers. It’s a 
persistent weed that moves 
quickly. The plant produces 
seed in just a few weeks 
from maturity.

Sedges and sedge-like 
plants, known as kyllinga, 
are species that emerge in 
late spring and thrive in 
summer months in warm, 
moist climates. Excessive 
irrigation or areas with 
poor drainage create a very 
hospitable environment for 
these weeds. 

Sedges are annual 
grass-like plants have an 
elaborate flower bearing 
stems. Yellow and purple 
nutsedge are the most 
common species. Kyllingas 
have smaller leaves and are 
less vertical. 

Sedges and kyllingas are 
fast spreading, and repro-
duce through seed and 
rhizomes, or underground 
tubers. Oxalis or yellow 
woodsorrel (Oxalis stricta) 
have heart-shaped lobes 
and have a bright yellow 

flower. Oxalis reproduces 
by seed and have a narrow 
“okra-like” seed pod.

How do you control these 
species? Some cultural 
control methods are hand 
removal and mowing fre-
quently to offset the life 
cycle, but these practices 
alone will most likely not 
solve the problem. 

There are many broad 
spectrum herbicides that 
can be used to control these 
weeds with good results, 
but you must be persis-
tent. Some are season long 
applied products. 

However, most effective 
products need to be applied 
in cooler temps than we 
have now. Consecu-
tive days of temperatures 
of less than 90 degrees 
would be optimal. Apply-
ing the chemical otherwise 
will most likely harm the 
turfgrass. 

Be aware, some produc-
tions will injure or kill 
centipede and St. Augus-
tine, but are safe to use 
on other turfgrasses like 
bermuda, bahia and zoysia. 
Be sure to read the label and 
follow the directions and 
precautions.

Another option is non-
selective herbicides, like 
glyphosate, which can be 
used in thick patches or for 
spot treatment. 

When using a selective 
herbicide, remember to 
protect turfgrass and other 
plants from spray drift or 
any contact, especially 
regarding ornamental 
plants and trees.

Contact Gulf County 
Extension at 639-3200 for 
more information.

Supporting informa-
tion for this article is 
from the following online 
publications:

Clemson Cooperative 
Extension publication: 
“Chamberbitter”, Bulletin 
HCIC 2314: http://www.
clemson.edu/extension/
hgic/pests/pdf/hgic2314.
pdf

UT Institute of Agricul-
ture document, “Nutsedge 
and Kyllinga Species” by 
Mathew T. Elmore, James 
T. Brosnan and Gregory 
K. Breeden: http://www.
tennesseeturfgrassweeds.
org/Lists/Fact%20Sheets/
Attachments/23/W260up-
dated2015.pdf

UF/IFAS EDIS publica-
tions: “Yellow Woodsorrel 
(Oxalis) Biology and 
Management in Turf” by 
J. Bryan Unruh, Ramon 
G. Leon, and Darcy E. 
P. Telenko: http://edis.
ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/EP/
EP38500.pdf

“Weed Management 
Guide for Florida Lawns” 
by J. Bryan Unruh, Ramon 
G. Leon, Barry J. Brecke, 
and Laurie E. Trenholm: 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
pdffiles/EP/EP14100.pdf

 
UF/IFAS Extension 
is an Equal Opportu-
nity Institution.

Summer annual weeds 
thriving in Panhandle lawns

Examples of thriving summer weeds in the Panhandle. [ STEPHEN H. BROWN, UF/IFAS EXTENSION LEE COUNTY]

Some cultural control methods are hand removal and 
mowing frequently to off set the life cycle, but these 
practices alone will most likely not solve the problem. 
There are many broad spectrum herbicides that can be 
used to control these weeds with good results, but you must 
be persistent. Some are season-long applied products.
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 Aug. 20-26

On Aug. 20, Deputy M. 
Peek conducted a traffic stop 
in the 800 block of N. State 
71. While speaking with the 
driver about the reason for 
the traffic stop, Deputy Peek 
was granted permission to 
search the vehicle. The search 
revealed pieces of broken 
glass in the passenger side 
floor board. A search of the 
passenger, who was identified 
as Anthony Thomas Hysmith 
(35), revealed a broken glass 
smoking device containing a 
crystalline substance inside 
it. A second glass smoking 
device with the odor of mar-
ijuana emitting from it was 
also found. Both pipes were 
found in Hysmith’s boot. 
Hysmith was charged with 
Possession of Methamphet-
amine and Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia and trans-
ported to the Gulf County 
Detention Facility.

On Aug. 21, Deputy C. 
Harvey conducted a traf-
fic stop on a vehicle on State 
71. The vehicle was observed 
speeding and it also had 
an expired tag. During the 
traffic stop the driver, who 
was identified as Robert 
Alan Cole (38), provided 
false information to Deputy 
Harvey as to his real iden-
tity. Deputy Harvey learned 
Cole was not being truthful 
about his identify. Cole was 
subsequently arrested for 
providing false identification 
to a law enforcement officer. 
A driver’s license check of 
Cole’s correct information 
revealed that Cole’s driver’s 
license was suspended and 

had two prior DWLSR (Driv-
ing While License Suspended 
or Revoked) convictions. Cole 
was additionally charged with 
DWSLR (3rd Offense) and 
was transported to the Gulf 
County Detention Facility.

On Aug. 22, Deputy J. Page 
conducted a traffic stop near 
the intersection of Honey 
Hill Road and Highway 381 
in Dalkeith. The driver, who 
was identified as Christopher 
John Girscht (39), was found 
to have a suspended driver’s 
license. Deputy M. Peek 
arrived on scene and consent 
was provided to him to con-
duct a vehicle search. During 
a search, approximately 
3.7 grams of methamphet-
amine was found into the 
car. Girscht was arrested for 
driving with suspended driv-
er’s license and Possession of 
Methamphetamine. Girscht 
was transported to the Gulf 
County Detention Facility 
without incident.

On Aug. 22, Deputy C. 
Harvey responded to the 
2600 block of Indian Pass 
Road in reference to a theft 
complaint. The complainant 
reported that after returning 
to their vacation home for 
the first time since late April 
of 2018, they discovered sev-
eral tools were missing from 
the property. Tools reported 
missing included a Milwaukee 
Super Sawzall, Drill Bit Set, 
Router Bit Set, a work light 
(black and red in color), paint 
scraper and a knife sharpen-
ing stone. This investigation 
is ongoing, if you have any 
information please contact 
The Gulf County Sheriff’s 
Office.

On Aug. 23, Investiga-
tor Shane Ferrell and Sgt. 
Paul Williams went to the 
1000 block of Tupelo Street 
and arrested Austin Richard 
Hysmith (32) on a warrant 
for Violation of Probation. 
Hysmith was on probation 
for Resisting an Officer with 
Violence. 

On Aug. 23, Deputy S. 
Sheline conducted a traf-
fic stop on a vehicle at the 
intersection of S. State 71 
and Johnson Lane in Wewa-
hitchka. During the course of 
the traffic stop permission to 
search was granted. Deputy 
Sheline located two partially 
smoked marijuana cigarettes 
in the glove box and a plastic 
baggie containing marijuana 
under the passenger seat of 
the vehicle. The passenger, 
Regsheka Shawntavia Denis 
Brooks (18), admitted own-
ership of the marijuana and 
the two partially smoked 
“blunts.” Brooks was arrested 
on the charge of Possession 
of Marijuana Less than 20 
grams, and transported to 
the Gulf County Detention 
Facility.

On Aug. 24, Deputy V. 
Everett responded to Lara-
mie Drive in reference to a 
possible domestic dispute. 
The complainant, Lara-
mie William Whitten (26), 
advised the incident took 
place between he and his 
girlfriend at a residence in 
the 3600 block of S. State 71. 
Deputy Everett travelled to 
that location and contacted 
the other party involved the 
disturbance, later determined 
to be the victim. During his 
investigation he could visibly 
see several red marks on the 

face and back of the victim. 
Based on evidence col-
lected, Whitten was arrested 
and charged with Domestic 
Battery and transported to 
the Gulf County Detention 
Facility.

On Aug. 24, Deputy Chase 
Harvey observed a small 
trailer stuck on a piece of 
property on Linton Road in 
Wewahitchka. The trailer 
had various items on it that he 
believed came from a nearby 
barn. Contact was made with 
the property owner and the 
items on the trailer were iden-
tified as items that did come 
out of the barn in question. It 
was determined that someone 
had attempted to steal the 
items from the barn but was 
unsuccessful. This investiga-
tion is ongoing. Anyone with 
information please contact 
the Gulf County Sheriff’s 
Office.

On Aug. 25, Deputy J. Page 
initiated a traffic stop on Gary 
Rowell Road in Wewahitchka. 
Contact was made with the 
driver, Michael Dwain Har-
rell (42). While speaking with 
Harrell, he advised Deputy 
Page that he did not possess 
a valid driver’s license and he 
could not provide valid proof 
of insurance on the vehicle. 
Deputy Page could detect an 
odor of marijuana emitting 
from inside the vehicle. Har-
rell gave consent to search 
the vehicle and Deputy Page 
located a metal container 
containing four (4) white 
pills, a glass smoking device, 
a metallic grinder and a con-
tainer containing Marijuana. 
Based on these findings, Har-
rell was placed under arrest 

and charged with, DWLSR 
(Habitual), Possession of 
Controlled Substance with-
out a Prescription, Possession 
of Marijuana and Possession 
of Drug Paraphernalia. He 
was transported to the Gulf 
County Detention Facility 
without incident. 

On Aug. 25, the Gulf County 
Sheriff’s Office assisted the 
Gulf Correctional Institution 
with a criminal interdiction 
operation. The operation was 
intended to target visitors 
smuggling contraband onto 
the grounds of the prison. 
Silvestre Hernadez Galarza 
(36) was arrested during the 
operation and charged with 
Possession of Marijuana, 
Possession of a Controlled 
Substance (Hydrocodone), 
Possession of Drug Para-
phernalia and Possession of 
a Concealed Weapon.

On Aug. 25, Deputy M. 
Manley was dispatched to a 
report of a physical disturbance 
on Patrick Street in Wewahi-
tchka. When Deputy Manley 
arrived on scene he observed 
George W. “Trey” Simmons III 
(36) at the residence. Simmons 
was wanted for failing to pay 
child support so he was taken 
into custody transported to the 
Gulf County Detention Facil-
ity. Simmons was not involved 
with the disturbance that was 
reported.

If you have any informa-
tion regarding the afore-
mentioned cases, please 
contact the Gulf County 
Sheriff’s Office at 227-
1115, 639-5717, or remain 
anonymous by calling Crime 
Stoppers at 785-TIPS.

Gulf County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce law enforcement summary

LAW ENFORCEMENT
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F I S H I N G  R E P O R T

 
 
 
We have to talk about Scalloping again this week and 
give you an update on the feed back we have gotten. 
It was a tremendous opening week with many folks 
and boats in town to harvest our little jewels. Limits 
abounded and the meat this year has been large and 
plump in most cases. I heard someone state that if 
you could fall off a boat you'd fi nd some scallops. 
I don't know if it's that easy but they are plentiful. 
Lets recap on limits, per person is 2 gallons whole in 
shell or one pint of cleaned meat. If you have multiple 
people on a boat you may harvest 10 gallons whole 
in the shell or one half gallon of cleaned meat. A 
Florida salt water fi shing license is required of anyone 
harvesting Scallops. If you need gear for your Scallop 
outing please visit us at Bluewater Outriggers for all 
your needs. We'll even give you some pointers if your 
a fi rst time Scalloper. As always we stress care for 
our sensitive bay and grass fl ats so that we may have 
healthy Scalloping for many years to come. Until next 
week, Happy Fishing and Scalloping!

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827
@PSJ_Star | tcroft@starfl.com

The 22nd edition of the 
Mexico Beach Artificial 
Reef Association’s King-
fish Tournament turned 
out to be a whopper.

The largest fish ever 
weighed-in in the history 
of the annual tournament 
was brought to the scales 
last Saturday.

Darryl Carpenter and 
his team on the Second 
Chance brought in a 
Wahoo weighing 97.88 
pounds.

“That was the largest 
fish we’ve had in 22 tour-
naments and it brought 
the house down,” said 
tournament director Ron 
Childs. “It was a real 
crowd-pleaser. There 
were all kinds of ‘oohs’ 
and ‘aahs.’”

More than 100 fish 
were weighed during 
the four hours of weigh-
ins, with 45 recorded for 
competition.

“In 15 years we have 
never had one-foot seas,” 
Childs said, noting inclem-
ent weather has often been 
a tournament visitor. 
“This year we had one-
foot seas; it was perfect for 
boating and fishing.”

The weather for Friday’s 
captain’s party was also 
perfect, with attendance 
at Veterans Memorial Park 
at Beacon Hill exceeding 
1,000, Childs said.

“We probably had the 
best tournament we’ve 
had in 15 years, weather-
wise,” Childs said.

There was also a medical 
emergency which caused a 
bit of excitement.

A Wahoo caught by 
Team Green Banana 
seriously injured Scott 
Urquhart in the leg as it 
was brought onto the boat.

Wahoos have sharp 
teeth and have a poison 
in their mouth which 
prevents blood from 
coagulating.

“He was in serious trou-
ble,” Childs said.

Anglers on the boat 
administered first aid and 
Urquhart was transported 
to a local hospital via Coast 
Guard helicopter.

Urquhart was treated 
and released and returned 
to the weigh-in in time for 
photos.

“He came back and he 
was fine, but it was scary,” 
Childs said.

The Kingfish Tour-
nament is the largest 
fundraiser each year for 
MBARA, a non-profit 
organization that builds 
artificial reefs in the Gulf 
of Mexico.

“Our volunteers really 
showed up,” Childs said. 
“We can’t do without 
them. We are an all-vol-
unteer group.

“We want to say a big 
thank you to our volun-
teers and all our sponsors.”

In addition to raising 
funds for artificial reefs, 
fishermen were encour-
aged to donate their 
mackerel.

Under a special permit 
with Florida FWC, and 
cooperation from Water 
Street Seafood, proceeds 
from the donated mack-
erel will benefit Franklin’s 
Promise Coalition.

Among other commu-
nity services, Franklin’s 
Promise has been essential 
in helping dozens of fami-
lies impacted by the Lime 
rock Fire in Eastpoint in 
June of this year.

 
Winners:

1st Place Kingfish, 37.24 
pounds
Boat: Royal Flush
Captain: Todd Krause
 
2nd Place Kingfish, 36.87 
pounds
Boat: Blackjack
Captain: Tuan Nguyen
 
3rd Place Kingfish, 14.55 
pounds (slot target was 
14.61 pounds)
Boat: Livin’ 4 Reel
Captain: Kris Rosendahl
 
Wahoo, 97.88 pounds
Boat: Second Chance
Captain: Darryl Carpenter
 
Spanish Mackerel, 4.17 
pounds
Boat: Flippin Out
Captain: Jackson Krause
 
Professional Kingfish, 
47.37 pounds
Boat: Green Banana
Captain: Josh Bloodworth

History-making fi sh landed during MBARA tourney

First place Kingfi sh: Tom Crowley, Capt Todd Krause 
(caught fi sh), Glenn Smith.  

Second place Kingfi sh: Back row, Marian Hoang, 
Nicole Nguyen, Capt Tuan Nguyen, Brandon Hoang, 
De Huang; Front row, Josh Nguyen, Bryce Hoang, Bien 
Hoang (caught fi sh).  

Third place Kingfi sh, slot weight: Photo: David Smith, 
Jonathan Hill, Capt Kris Rosendahl, Shawn Carpenter 
(fi sh was a team effort). 

Pro Kingfi sh: Capt Josh Bloodworth, Joe Rogers, Scott 
Urquhart, Miss Kingfi sh Cassie Studstill, Sean Wilkens, 
Andy Poe, Jimmy Rigdon, Jimmy McCarty (caught fi sh).
 

Spanish: Capt Jackson 
Krause (not pictured), 
Harry Smith, Will Krause 
(caught fi sh). 

Wahoo (tournament record): Tyler Sansom (caught fi sh), Ryan Willis, Jinna Willis, Capt Darryl Carpenter [PHOTOS 

COURTESY OF MARIE STEPHENS PHOTOGRAPHY]

OUTDOORS C O N TAC T  U S
Email outdoor news to 
tcroft@starfl.com.

Wahoo weighing 
nearly 100 
pounds caught
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SPORTS

By Coach Greg Jordan
Special to The Star

A BIG THANK YOU 
to all the Shark Fans 
that showed up to sup-
port our boys Week 1. 
We had a great crowd 
and the atmosphere 
was great for our first 
home game of the year. 
The players really feed 
off the emotion of the 
fans who are the 12th 
man in the stands.

The Sharks played 
great defensively hold-
ing Wewa to 82 total 
yards on 30 plays. They 
had 72 rushing yards 
on 27 carries averag-
ing less than 3 yards 
per carry. Defense is 
what we want to build 
our team around. It’s 
going to be the corner 
stone of our program. 
Tough defense hope-
fully combined with 
a clock controlling 
ground attack will be 
a formula for success. 
Offensively the Sharks 
had an efficient night. 
We had 26 rushes for 
247 yards averaging 9.5 
yards per rush. We only 
attempted 3 passes on 
the night going 1-2 for 
43 yards and we pulled 
it down and ran the 
other attempt. We only 
had 28 total snaps on 
the night running half 
of the plays we want to 
run on a normal night. 
The game was short-
ened because of the 
running clock and the 
style of game it was. 
Overall it was a good 
night and a great way 
to start the season.

This week the Sharks 
hit the road to Marianna 
to take on the class 4A 
Bulldogs. Marianna is 
coming off a tough road 
loss at Chipley Week 1. 
Marianna has size on 
the fronts with mul-
tiple skill players that 
will touch the ball. It’s 
their first home game 
of the year and they 
will be ready to defend 
their home field. Mari-
anna and St. Joe games 
have typically been low 
scoring affairs the last 
couple seasons with 
defenses dominating 
the game. Hopefully 
we can continue to play 
good defense again with 
a productive offense 
t h a t  w i l l  s c o r e  u s 
enough points to win 
the game. Defense trav-
els…..that’s what we 
preach to our players.

Our JV team his their 
first game of the season 
this Thursday, Aug. 30 
at 7 p.m. at home vs 
Wewa. Come out and 
support our JV team as 
they kick off the 2018 
season. Hope the see 
you in Marianna this 
Friday!! Kickoff is set 
for 8 p.m. EST!! GO 
SHARKS!!!

Coach’s 
Corner

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

Championships do not 
happen every day, said 
Superintendent of Schools 
Jim Norton.

They are not created by 
happenstance, they are not 
solely a product of pure 
talent or pure luck, maybe a 
combination of the two with 
numerous other ingredients 
in the mix.

But, as it would happen, 
Gulf County is home to not 
just one, but two state titles, 
won roughly a week apart a 
100 or so miles apart in the 
spring.

“They are very special,” 
Norton said, noting no other 
county or community in Flor-
ida’s Panhandle is home to 
even one, let alone two, state 
championship trophies.

“They are very rare.”
So, when they are won, 

time for a celebration and 
some bling, in this case of 
Gulf County teams, courtesy 
of Centennial Bank.

The Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. High 
School baseball team han-
dled the celebration part last 
Thursday and Friday and the 
bank provided the bling in the 
form of a ring for every player 
and coach as well as two very 
special fans.

“This is something they 

will treasure 30 years from 
now,” said Athletic Director 
Greg Jordan.

Coach Ashley Summer-
lin set a mighty high bar in 
his first months the school, 
Norton noted.

Summerlin arrived in Jan-
uary, replacing a coach who 
was a replacement for current 
Principal Josh Dailey as he 
moved into administration, 

and had mere weeks to even 
get acquainted with his 
players.

“They are great kids, raised 
right,” Summerlin said.

And despite midseason 
struggles, including a six-
game losing streak, the Tiger 
Sharks got red hot at the end 
of the season and into the 
playoffs, winning a weather-
delayed state championship 

game over Madison County.
The championship, Dailey 

noted, was the product not 
only of the team and student 
body, but a community.

Summerlin personally 
handed out each ring, includ-
ing several to seniors who 
graduated in May.

Then it was time to show 
off a bit before the rings went 
back in the box.

PSJ baseball team receives title rings

The Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. High School baseball team members received their 2018 state championship rings 
last week. [TIM CROFT | THE STAR]

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star  
tcroft@starfl.com

Port St. Joe opened the reg-
ular season last Friday with a 
convincing win over county 
rival Wewahitchka at Shark 
Stadium.

Port St. Joe smothered the 
Gator offense and used big plays 
to build an early and insur-
mountable lead to forge a 35-0 
victory over an opponent that 
never matched its intensity.

Jasmin Thomas carried four 
times for a game-high 92 yards 
and two touchdowns to lead a 
Port St. Joe ground attack that 
featured eight different ball car-
riers amassing 247 yards.

Toss in a 43-yard touch-
down pass from quarterback 
Josh Butts (45 rushing yards) 
to wingback Russell Russ (59 
yards rushing) and Port St. Joe 
finished with 278 total yards in 
a game that went to a running 
clock with more than eight 
minutes remaining in the third 
quarter.

“Off the cuff, our defense 
played well and that is what we 
want to build our football pro-
gram around, guys running to 
the football,” said Port St. Joe 
coach Greg Jordan. “We still 
have some things to work out.

“We are building depth 
offensively and sometimes 
that doesn’t always look that 
pretty. We are pleased and 
hopefully we came out without 
any injuries and we will be ready 
for a tough game next week (at 
Marianna).”

On the other side of the ball, 
the Gators simply could not get 
going, with just one first down 
in the opening half and 81 total 
offensive yards for the game.

At halftime, which arrived 
with Port St. Joe up 28-0, the 
Tiger Sharks enjoyed a 239-26 
advantage in total yards.

“We’ve got some gut prob-
lems,” said Wewahitchka coach 
Bobby Johns. “We have some 
problems execution-wise, but 
those you can fix.

“We played, but not with 
the intensity we have to have 
to beat a team like that.”

Port St. Joe took the opening 

kickoff and needed just six plays 
and three minutes to cover 63 
yards for the score, Butts’ 
40-yard keeper the big play 
to set up a dive from the 2 by 
Bubba Ash.

Joel Bogaert, who also mans 
the drums with the band at half-
time, kicked the extra point.

After holding the Gators 
to three-and-out, the Tiger 
Sharks benefited from a 
22-yard punt that put them at 
the Wewahitchka 48.

Thomas transformed a belly 
trap into a scoring dash up the 
middle of the field and

Bogaert made it 14-0.
Wewahitchka could not 

advance beyond its 38 on the 
ensuing drive despite its only 
first down of the half, Port St. 
Joe taking over after a punt at 
its 45.

Seven plays later, Kelvin 
Griffin managed to get out-
side the defense on a sweep 
right, received a seal block on 
the edge and cruised 21 yards 
down the sideline to make 
it 21-0 after Bogaert’s extra 
point.

The teams exchanged punts 
over the next three series, the 
final punt returned 61 yards 
for a touchdown by Russ only 
to have the play called back on 

a blindside block.
Two plays later, from the 

Gator 43, Russ wiped away 
the penalty on the scoring 
pass play from Butts, taking 
a short hook pass at the 35 and 
dashing across and around the 
defense for the touchdown.

Bogaert made it 28-0.
After holding the Gators 

to three-and-out on the first 

series of the second half, 
Port St. Joe triggered the 
running clock when Thomas 
turned another run up the 
middle, this one starting at 
the Wewahitchka 21, into a 
touchdown.

Bogaert made it 35-0.
Wewahitchka is on the road 

again this week, traveling to 
Lighthouse Christian.

Port St. Joe blanks Wewahitchka 35-0

Jasmin Thomas (11, in gold) had a game-high 92 rushing yards and scored two touchdowns. [COURTESY 

PHOTOS/WAYNE TAYLOR]

Russell Russ stretches for the goal line on a 43-yard catch-and-run 
touchdown. Russ added 59 rushing yards.

This week the 
Sharks hit the 
road to Marianna 
to take on the 
class 4A Bulldogs. 
Marianna is 
coming off  a 
tough road loss 
at Chipley Week 
1. Marianna has 
size on the fronts 
with multiple skill 
players that will 
touch the ball. It’s 
their fi rst home 
game of the year 
and they will be 
ready to defend 
their home fi eld. 
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SCENE AROUND

Send us your photos that spotlight the best that Gulf Coast has 
to offer. This page is for photos submitted to The Star by read-
ers. Please submit your photos to tcroft@starfl .com.

The sun and palms of Old Florida. [COURTESY OF KELLY HOUK]

A waterspout created a heart in the clouds before it disappeared
[COURTESY OF ALLISON HARDEN]

Just a lazy Cape day. [COURTESY OF KRES FARR]

Ellie meets her master on the beach. [COURTESY OF JOHN SELLERS]

The sun sets as seen from under the Highland View Bridge.
[COURTESY OF RAYMOND MOORE]

A dazzling sunset from new residents Carol and Joe. [COURTESY OF CAROL AND JOE]

Flying 
a drone 
over St. 
Joseph Bay. 
[COURTESY 

OF KAREN 

GAINNIE]
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T R I V I A  F U N

COMMUNITY

Wilson Casey

“Trivia Fun” with Wilson 
Casey, Guinness World 
Record Holder from Wood-
ruff, S.C., is published in 
more than 500 newspa-
pers across the country. 
Comments, questions or 
suggestions? WC@Trivi-
aGuy.com

 
1. Who still owns the island 

of Bermuda, as their citizens 
rejected independence in a 1995 
decisive vote?

Spain, U.S., Brazil, United 
Kingdom

2. “Adversity makes a man, 
prosperity makes monsters” 
was among whose quotes?

J o s e p h  S t a l i n ,  V i c t o r 
Hugo, FDR, Will Rogers

3 .  W h i c h  p r e s i d e n t 

ordered the Lewis and Clark 
expeditions?

J e f f e r s o n ,  M a d i s o n , 
Monroe, Jackson

4. What was Roger Bacon 
credited with inventing in 1250?

Magnifying glass, Gun-
powder, Sextant, Ax

5. Reportedly, where was the 
first “hamburger” cooked?

N e w  J e r s e y ,  M e x i c o , 

Germany, Ireland
6. What does an ichthyologist 

study?
S k i n  r a s h e s ,  S n a k e s , 

Sporting point spreads, Fish
 
A N S W E R S :  1 .  U n i t e d 

Kingdom, 2. Victor Hugo, 3. 
Jefferson (Thomas), 4. Mag-
nifying glass, 5. Germany, 6. 
Fish

The Krickets, Billy Dean 
perform this month 

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com 

After darkening the stage 
for the month of August, the 
Port Theatre Arts and Cultural 
Center will have the marquee lit 
up again in the coming weeks.

First, on Sept. 14, comes a 
special concert as The Krick-
ets celebrate the release of their 
second album, “Red Bird.”

The following week, Sept. 
20, the “Thursdays at the 

Theatre” series returns with a 
performance from Billy Dean, 
known as “The American 
Troubadour.”

The Krickets, Melissa 
Bowman, Emily Stuckey, 
Lauren Spring and Katrina 
Kolb, came together to play 
a cancer benefit and are now 
releasing their second studio 
album.

The album was recorded in 
Nashville with producer Sam 
Ashworth, the group recording 
12 songs (of 20 written for the 
album), including a music video 
song series for Scenes Media.

Port Theatre picks 
up the baton again

‘Hometown Teams’ 
to arrive in November

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

Earlier this summer the Port 
St. Joe public library sought 
help from the community with 
sports photos.

Now, the library would like 
some input and expertise on 
how to make an upcoming 
exhibit, a traveling celebra-
tion of sports and community 
courtesy of the Smithsonian 
Institute, a touchdown.

Or, as they put it in soccer, a 
gggoooooooaaaaaalllllll.

Library officials and volun-
teers will hold an “interest” 
meeting 4 p.m. ET Wednes-
day, Sept. 5 as something of a 
kickoff (sorry) event aimed at 
making “Hometown Heroes” 
as successful as possible.

They folks at the library 
urge anyone with an inter-
est in assisting in the staging 
of the exhibit to please attend 
and invite anyone they believe 
might have an interest.

The more the merrier, as 
they say.

“We can benefit from 
the expertise in marketing, 
fundraising and/or event plan-
ning,” said Mimi Minnick, a 
volunteer helping coordinate 
the event, “and in soliciting 
sports memorabilia, photo-
graphs and stories.

“Sharing this exhibit is truly 
a team project.”

Nancy Brockman, coordina-
tor of Gulf County Libraries, 
put out the call earlier this year 
for photos of local athletics.

Those photos will become 
part of the exhibit’s displays 
which celebrates the role of 
sports in a community.

“Hometown sports are more 
than just games,” Minnick 
said. “They unite us and help us 
come together as Americans.

“If we’re not playing sports, 
we’re watching them.”

The exhibit celebrates the 
atmosphere found at Shark 
Stadium or Gator Field during 
fall Friday evenings, or draped 
over the ballpark anywhere in 
the county during the summer.

“We need your help,” 
Minnick said, urging public 
engagement with the exhibit. 
“Please join us as we bring the 
Smithsonian home.”

“Hometown Heroes” is one 
of six traveling exhibits that 
comprise the Smithsonian 
Institute’s “Museum on Main 
Street” program.

Library seeks 
input on 
Smithsonian 
exhibit

“Hometown Heroes” arrives in 
November at the Port St. Joe 
Public Library. [SPECIAL TO THE 

STAR]

The Krickets return to the Port Theatre Sept. 14. [SPECIAL TO THE 

STAR]

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star  
tcroft@starfl.com

M a y b e  i t  w a s  j u s t  a 
decrepit old wooden bridge 
badly in need of replacement.

To Traci Gaddis, how-
ever, the bridge over the 
Mexico Beach canal at 36th 
St. was her decrepit old 
wooden bridge badly need 
of replacement.

And, no, she didn’t picket 
or toss herself in front of the 
crane or shout epithets at the 
construction workers, but 
still it felt like she was losing 
a trusty friend.

“I am sure I was the only 
one out there with a tear in 
their eye,” Gaddis said. “It 
was just my little bridge,”

“Every day, my sister 
and I, that was the bridge 
we walked across going to 
and coming from the school 
bus.”

At the time, the 1970s, 
there were “very few houses 
around.”

The bridge became some-
thing more, a counselor, 
sounding board (pardon that 
pun), a place to vent, to offer 
the deepest of thoughts and 
ideas.

Bridge of ‘sighs’
Workers taking down the wooden bridge over the Mexico Beach at 36th Street last week. [COURTESY PHOTOS/TRACI GADDIS]

Gaddis was given fi ve planks from the deck of the bridge. See EXHIBIT,  B6

See THEATRE,  B6

See BRIDGE,  B6
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SOCIETY

Star Staff Report

The Port St. Joe Kiwanis 
Club would like to extend 
its appreciation to the spon-
sors for the annual “Kids for 
Shoes” fundraising event. 
The program provides shoes 
for many children in need 
during the school year.

Thanks for all your help:
Joseph’s Cottage, Heav-

enly Sweets, Sharon’s 
Café, PSJ Subway, Ronnie 
B’s, Uptown Raw Bar, Joe 

Mama’s, People’s South 
Bank, Raffield Fisheries,

The Haughty Heron, 
Vacassa, Toucan’s, Polished 
Nail Boutique, Cut-N-
Up; Boutique by the Bay, 
Duren’s Piggly Wiggly, 
Centennial Bank, Clint 
Moore,

No Name Café, Dixie 
Dandy, Gulf Foods, Half 
Hitch Tackles, Brick Wall, 
Krazyfish, Reese Antley, 
Tyndall Federal Credit 
Union and Triple Tails.

Kiwanis Club thanks 
‘Shoes’ sponsors

New time 
and setting 

Special to The Star

How to find and live a life 
of meaning and purpose 
will be discussed at a new 
Lifetree Café lunch setting 
11:30 a.m. CT Friday, Sept. 
7. This is a total change from 
the previous Monday night 
schedule.

The program, titled 
“Living a Rich Life: Finding 
Meaning and Purpose,” fea-
tures a filmed interview with 
Christine Garde, a woman 
who left an influential 
political position to launch 
a gang diversion program by 
moving into an urban gang-
infested neighborhood.

“It utterly changed my 
life. It was the hardest thing 
I ever did and the best thing I 

ever did,” said Garde. “Sud-
denly I was experiencing 
joy and passion for the first 
time.”

During the program 
participants have the oppor-
tunity to discuss times they 
have felt fulfillment in their 
own lives. Admission to the 
60-minute event is free. A 
simple lunch and beverages 
are available. Lifetree Café is 
located at 1602 U.S. High-
way 98 in Mexico Beach 
across from El Governor 
Motel.

Lifetree Café is a place 
where people gather for 
conversation about life 
and faith in a casual cof-
feehouse-type setting. 
Questions about Lifetree 
may be directed to Gary 
Grubb at 334-806-5667 or 
livingwater@livingwaterat
thebeach.com.

Finding a life of purpose 
explored at Lifetree Café

Special to The Star 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
More than 5 million people 
have positively changed 
their financial future 
through Ramsey Solutions’ 
Financial Peace University 
(FPU). Created by financial 
expert Dave Ramsey, the 
nine-week digital course 
provides families and indi-
viduals with practical tools 
to gain control of their 
finances and set themselves 
up for long-term financial 
success. FPU will be held in 
Port St. Joe at: Family Life 
Church located at 323 Reid 
Ave. 

The classes will begin 
6 p.m. ET Monday, Sept. 
2 4 .  G o  t o w w w . f p u .
com/1068219 for more 
information or to register.

Through common-
sense principles, FPU gives 
people the tools they need 
to change their behavior 
and succeed financially. 
Along with Ramsey Per-
sonalities Rachel Cruze 
and Chris Hogan, Ramsey 
teaches lessons on bud-
geting, relationships and 
money, getting out of debt, 
saving for emergencies and 

investing. On average, fam-
ilies who complete FPU pay 
off $5,300 and save $2,700 
in the first 90 days. Fol-
lowing the class nearly 94 
percent of those families 
budget regularly.

“FPU will not only trans-
form the way you handle 
money, but also your mar-
riage and other areas of 
your life,” said Ramsey. 
“This isn’t a boring finan-
cial class. We make learning 
about money fun and easy 
to understand so people in 
every situation can benefit 
from the information.”

An FPU membership 
includes immediate access 
to online video lessons, 
financial coaching assis-
tance, digital tools and a 
one-year subscription to 
the EveryDollar Plus bud-
geting tool. 

Also included is the follow 
up course, Legacy Journey, 
which shows families and 
individuals what to do once 
they have control of their 
finances and helps them 
navigate their way through 
building wealth, so they can 
leave a lasting legacy. Go to 
DaveRamsey.com/FPU for 
more information.

Financial Peace 
University off ers hope

Special to The Star

The Port St. Joe Garden 
Club kicked off its new 
year with a "Meet and 
Mingle" last Thursday 
night. The night was 
a chance to renew old 
friendships, meet new 
members and talk to 
those interested in join-
ing the Club.

The coming year will 
be filled with programs 
pertaining to gardening 
and conservation, field 
trips, workshops and 
fundraising, community 

outreach, renovating our 
facility with grant fund-
ing generously provided 
by the Jessie Ball duPond 
Fund, and hosting the 
District II meeting for 
the Florida Federation 
of Garden Clubs in May. 
If you were unable to 
attend Thursday night's 
"Meet and Mingle" but 
are interested in learn-
ing more about the Club 
please email an inquiry 
to psjgardenclub@gmail.
com. Our first meeting is 
Thursday, Sept. 13 at 216 
8th Street.

Garden Club 
‘Meet-and-Mingle’

Special to The Star

WoodmenLife Chapter 
913 of Port St Joe , local 
residents and visitors 
helped fight hunger in our 
community by donating 
much-needed food for 
area families. The Food 
Drive was held on Aug. 
11 at the local Piggly 
Wiggly. The food was 
given to the local Food 

Pantry to help in their 
mission to distribute 
healthy meals to families 
across the region.

“WoodmenLife chap-
ters across the country 
share a commitment to 
giving back to the com-
munity,” said Carol 
D i x o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f 
Chapter 913. “We made 
fighting hunger our 
National Community 

Focus in 2015, and we 
continue to be dedicated 
to this cause. We are 
proud to partner with the 
local Food Pantry to help 
provide food for families 
in need.”

About WoodmenLife

WoodmenLife  was 
f o u n d e d  i n  1 8 9 0  a s 
a not for profit. The 

organization gives back 
to its nearly 700,000 
m e m b e r s ,  w h o  j o i n 
together in a shared 
commitment to family, 
community and country. 
With a legacy of financial 
stability, WoodmenLife 
offers quality life insur-
ance and retirement 
products. To learn more 
about the organization, 
visit WoodmenLife.org.

Local WoodmenLife Chapter food drive
[SPECIAL TO THE  STAR PHOTOS]

[SPECIAL TO THE  STAR PHOTOS]
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SCHOOL NEWS

S.O.A.R. students for the week of Aug. 24 at Port St. Joe Elementary School. [SPECIAL TO 

THE STAR] 

S.O.A.R.-ers at PSJES

Special to The Star

The Class of 1958 cor-
dially invites everyone who 
graduated in the class or 
those who might have been 
in the class then moved 
before graduation to join 
them on Oct. 20 to celebrate 
the Sixtieth Anniversary of 
this milestone.

Festivities will begin on 
Saturday with a Brunch 
at 11 a.m. ET at the home 

of Sonny Chafin. There 
will lots of time to visit, 
remember all the funny and 
maybe not so funny times of 
attending Port St. Joe High 
School.

In the late afternoon or 
early night (yes, it’s been 60 
years so must start early), 
Frank Fletcher will cook a 
Low Country Boil. Frank is 
proficient in preparing these 
shrimp boils – Louisiana 
style! Yum! This event will 

be held at the Chafin home 
also. If you must take a nap 
you just might miss out on 
something really fun!

For more information 
call Frank Fletcher at 850-
527-6516, Melba Peak at 
850-991-0083, Iduma 
Wingate at 850-648-2238, 
Kathleen Grace, or Sonny 
Chafin at 850-247-9491. 
We hope everyone will 
come and enjoy the day 
together!

PSJ Class of 1958 planning 60th Reunion

Special to The Star

AMERICUS, GA-- Kris-
tiana Arnold, a resident 
of Port St Joe, made the 
Summer 2018 Academic 
Achievement List at Geor-
gia Southwestern State 
University and was among 
400 students recognized 
for scholastic achievement.

To be eligible for the Aca-
demic Achievement List, a 

student must previously 
earn at least 12 credit hours 
at GSW, be enrolled in 3 
to 11 hours of courses, and 
earn a 3.5 or higher GPA.

Georgia Southwestern 
State University, located 
in Americus, Ga., is a 
public, four-year unit of 
the University System of 
Georgia with more than 
3,000 students. Geor-
gia Southwestern offers 

outstanding professional 
programs of study as well 
as degrees in the arts, 
humanities, sciences and 
graduate programs in busi-
ness, computer science, 
education, English, and 
nursing. Founded in 1906, 
Georgia Southwestern is 
recognized as one of the 
best colleges in the South. 
Visit www.gsw.edu for 
more information.

Arnold earns academic achievement 
at Georgia Southwestern State

High school 
students’ eff orts 
bring new dynamic 

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star  
tcroft@starfl.com

The annual Juneteenth 
celebration has been 
anchored by, and largely 
attended by, adults since its 
inception a few years ago.

The North Port St. Joe 
Project Area Coalition, 
however, aimed for an 
event that survived gen-
erations and that meant 
reaching the younger 
generations.

S o  t h e y  t a p p e d  a 
younger generation.

The Port St. Joe Jr./
Sr. High School Student 
Government Association 
was that youth anchor 
this past June, bring-
ing some new ideas and 
energy to the celebration.

The result was a new 
dynamic.

“They embraced the 
historic elements as 
well as the family picnic 
theme,” said Cheryl 
Steindorf, on the event 
organizing committee. 
“I’m extremely proud of 
them for stepping outside 
the school halls, opening 
their minds, and bring-
ing youthful curiosity and 
enthusiasm to the event.

“I am thankful that we 
have 30 or more young 
people in our community 
who, when asked, can 
articulate the answer to, 
‘What is Juneteenth?’”

Juneteenth commem-
orates the emancipation 
of slaves in Texas in 1865 

and is widely celebrated 
in the African-American 
community, particularly 
in the South.

“It  was something 
exciting for us,” said SGA 
president Hannah Fulk. 
“It was a big event for us.

“We were kids inter-
acting with kids. It was a 
fun day.”

The high school stu-
dents, as those younger 
folks might put it, repre-
sented well.

For starters, they got 
the word out as only those 

of that generation can, 
with a steady diet on social 
media and a campaign to 
put flyers trumpeting 
the event on every space 
made available around the 
community.

Part of the point of 
extending an invitation to 
the SGA, through then-
sponsor Sharon Hoffman, 
was about reaching the 
youth, bringing young-
sters to the event.

And the SGA kids 
brought particular energy 
to the day’s festivities at the 

Washington Gym and out-
side covered playground.

There were games to be 
played, with a particu-
larly glee rippling along 
with a game of water bal-
loons: one doesn’t have to 
be young of mind to con-
jure where that took the 
kids.

Another particular hit 
was imitation tattoos: by 
day’s end, few young-
sters weren’t sporting at 
least one. Balloon animals 
were also a hit.

And the Cupid shuffle, a 
dance whose description 
escaped this reporter, 
also brought the kids up 
on their feet.

But there was also 
a reading tent,  cake 
walk and other outdoor 
activities.

The SGA students live-
streamed much of the 
activity on Facebook.

Judson Griffies also 
constructed a “boom 
box” which based on the 
description that followed 

was anything but a typical 
“boom box.”

“By the end of the night 
it was a big dance party,” 
Griffies said.

But it was also some-
thing more.

T h e  f u n  b u n d l e d 
in some lessons and 
connections.

“It was really eye-
opening for me,” said 
Sedona Focht, noting the 
history behind the June 
day. “I got to connect 
with community mem-
bers I had never met.”

The event, carried more 
weight than the typi-
cal SGA effort, whether 
a fundraiser car wash or 
a “sock hop” fundraiser 
with the local nursing 
home, said Bryson Lee.

“There was more his-
tory to this than other 
events we are a part of,” 
Fulk said. “We really got 
to bond with the kids in 
that community.”

And along with the 
bonding, maybe some-
thing more noble.

The goal, after all, was 
offering something for the 
benefit of others, expect-
ing nothing in return.

“We were more ser-
v a n t s  f o r  t h a t  t h a n 
anything,” Griffies said, 
a sentiment unanimously 
adopted.

Alas, there were not as 
many children to turn out 
as had been hoped, despite 
the heavy advertising cam-
paign, but the aim was 
really a foundation, to build 
for the years to come.

“Hopefully we can 
build something with our 
involvement, going back 
every year,” Fulk said.

Involving youth to attract the youth

[COURTESY PHOTOS OF PSJHS SGA]
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FAITH
Mr. Billy Fleming, 86, 

of Port St. Joe, passed 
away on Saturday, 
August 25, 2018 at his 
home surrounded by 
his loving family. He 
was born May 15, 1932 
in New Brockton, AL to 
J.D. and Beulah Fleming. 
A graduate of Port St. 
Joe High School in 1949, 
Billy then attended 
Florida State Univer-
sity where he played 
football for two years. 
As a long-time member 
and faithful servant at 
First Baptist Church, he 
served in many capaci-
ties and will be dearly 

missed. Billy is best 
remembered for his time 
at St. Joe Paper Com-
pany, where he worked 
for over 40 years, his 
love of St. Joe Athletics, 
and his love for cut-
ting grass. As voice of 
the Sharks for 35 years, 
Billy was the original 
Number One Shark Fan. 
Known as “Papa” to his 
many grandchildren, 
Billy led his family with 
a strong loving hand.

Billy was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
wife of 63 years, Betty 
Ruth (Wilder) Flem-
ing. He is survived by 

his children, Jan Nobles 
(Teedy) of Port St. Joe, 
FL, Jay Fleming (Diane) 
of Murfreesboro, TN 
and Ruth Mathews 
(Tad) of Palmetto, FL; 
siblings Jadine Ellis, 

Donna Lee (Bobby) and 
Dewy Fleming (Jo); 
sisters-in-law, Irene 
Ramsey, Pat Hidalgo, 
Susan Wilder and 
brother-in-law Walter 
Wilder; grandchildren, 
Bobby Nobles (Kim), 
Missy Ramsey (Eric), 
Sunshine Mathews, 
Matt Mathews (Megan), 
Micah Mathews (Steph-
anie), Andrew Flem-
ing (Treena), Amanda 
Rollins (Doug) and Alex 
Fleming; great-grand-
children, Katie, Austin, 
Lee, Rainey, Mattison, 
Erica, Maddox, Maybrie, 
Easton, Nate, Everlee 

and Jaykob. Mr. Fleming 
is also survived by many 
loving nieces, neph-
ews, great-nieces and 
nephews, great-great 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were 
held at 11 a.m., EST, 
Wednesday, August 
29, 2018 at First Bap-
tist Church of Port St. 
Joe. Interment followed 
in Holly Hill Cem-
etery. Mr. Fleming’s 
grandsons and great-
grandsons served as 
pall bearers. Honorary 
pall bearers were the 
Deacons of First Bap-
tist Church. The family 

sends out all of their love 
and thanks to Billy’s 
grandson and grand-
daughter-in-law, Bobby 
and Kim Nobles for their 
love, care and sacrifice 
during his last few years.

In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made 
to First Baptist Church 
of Port St. Joe Facil-
ity Update Fund, in 
memory of Mr. Fleming. 
Expressions of sym-
pathy may be viewed 
or submitted at www.
southerlandfamily.com

Southerland Fam-
ily Funeral Home

Panama City

B I L LY  F L E M I N G

Wyatt S. Keane went 
to be with the Lord on 
Friday, Aug. 17, 2018 
after a life-long battle 
with several illnesses.

Survivors include Pat-
rick Keane, his father; 
Sheila Keane, his mother; 
Alexander Keane, his 
brother; Amber Keane, his 
sister; Sandra Mcardle, his 
maternal Grandmother; 
Steven Mcardle, his mater-
nal grandfather; Christina 
Wall, his paternal Aunt; 
and several maternal 
aunts, uncles, and cousins.

Viewing was held at 
Comforter Funeral Home 
on Tuesday, August 
28, 2018 at 11 a.m. CDT 
with graveside service 
at Buckhorn Cem-
etery at 1 p.m. CDT.

Services are under 
the direction of Com-
forter Funeral Home.

W YAT T  S .  K E A N E

Do you serve the 
risen Savior? He is 
still alive and well.

He was nailed to a 
cross, to die for us, to 
save our soul from hell.

He did His Father’s 
will, to pay for our sin,

Only through 
His blood, are we 
going to win.

It’s something you 

can’t buy, good works 
won’t get it done.

Only through Jesus 
can salvation be won.

He paid the supreme 
price, the only 
One who could.

If you don’t know 
Jesus as your savior, I’ll 
tell you why you should.

satan, the anti-
christ and probably 

an old friend or two.
Will be thrown into 

a lake of fire, without 
Jesus, so will you.

So accept Him as 
your savior now, keep 
eternity in mind.

Thank God for the 
gift of salvation and 
leave your sins behind.

Billy Johnson

T H E  P R I C E  WA S  R I G H TSTARFL.COM

Homecoming at 
Highland View Baptist

Highland View Baptist 
Church will celebrate 
its 38th annual Home-
coming at 10:30 a.m. 
ET Sept. 9. We will be 
celebrating 67 years of 

ministry and would like 
to extend an invitation 
to members, past mem-
bers and everyone in 
our community to join 
us on this special day. 
The guest speaker will 
be Bro. Charles Scott, a 
former Interim Pastor, 

and we will have several 
special music presen-
tatitons. There will be a 
covered dish lunch fol-
lowing the service. A 
nursery for ages 3 and 
under will be provided. 
The church is located at 
310 Ling Street.

FA I T H  B R I E F S

First Baptist Church
102 THIRD STREET • PORT ST. JOE

Buddy Caswell, Minister of Music & Education
Bobby Alexander, Minister to Students

New Service Schedule for First Baptist ChurchNew Service Schedule for First Baptist Church

Dr. Boyd Evans Pastor

45
25
06
4

Sunday Morning Schedule
Blended Worship with Choir/Praise Team…8:30 AM

Great Commission Sunday School…………...9:45 AM

Contemporary Worship w/Band……………..10:45 AM

Wednesday
Dinner………..................…….5:00 - 6:00 pm

AWANA……………..............….6:00 - 7:30 pm

Surrender Student Ministry….6:15 - 7:30 pm

Prayer/Bible Study…………….6:15 - 7:30 pm

Nursery…………………....……..6:00 - 7:30 pmwww.fbcpsj.org
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PANAMA CITY – 850—The 
Business Magazine of North-
west Florida held a luncheon 
on Aug. 21 at Florida State 
University in Panama City. 
There, Kim Bodine, Executive 
Director for CareerSource 
Gulf Coast, was presented 
the 2018 Pinnacle Award.

The Pinnacle Award was 
established in 2013 and is 

presented annually to 10 
leading businesswomen who 
are making strides in North-
west Florida. 

Award winners are recog-
nized for holding themselves 
to high standards and their 
contribution to the better-
ment of the local community.

Kim Bodine has over 25 
years of experience in work-
f o r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
oversees the administration 

of up to 45 funding-streams 
and programs with annual 
budgets of up to $13 mil-
lion. She has contributed 
t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f 
many workforce programs 
assisting youth, veterans, 
dislocated workers, and dis-
abled persons. Kim is also 
heavily-involved in Align-
ment Bay County, a collective 
impact organization she 
worked to create that focuses 

on providing health and 
education resources to Bay 
County’s youth by aligning 
local community organiza-
tions and resources.

Kim Bodine currently 
serves as President of the 
Florida Workforce Develop-
ment Association, leading 
CareerSource counterparts 
across the state. 

She also serves many local 
organizations. She is the vice 

chair of ARC of the Bay, the 
secretary of the Bay County 
Economic Development Alli-
ance, a member of the UF/
IFAS Bay County Extension 
Advisory Board, the Restore 
Council of Bay County, the 
Bay, Franklin, Gulf Healthy 
Start Coalition, the Bay 
Medical Sacred Heart Board 
of Directors, and the Gulf 
County Economic Develop-
ment Council.

Kim Bodine awarded 2018 Pinnacle Award by 850 Magazine

"The dinner hour is a 
sacred, happy time when 
everyone should be 
together and relaxed.” 

- Julia Child
 

Y our dinner table is a 
magical place; did you 
know? Whether it’s 

a weathered family heir-
loom, a valuable antique, a 
card table from a discount 
store, or a Goodwill find, 
your table adds incredible 
value to your home. How? 
By bringing together, for 
at least a few short min-
utes each day, the people 
you care most about.

As Julia said in the quote 
above, dinnertime should 
be a cheerful, relaxed time 
for families of any size to be 
able to talk over what hap-
pened in the course of the 
day. It’s a great place to plan 
what might be coming in 
the future, say an upcom-
ing family vacation, or even 
just to sit quietly together. 
The key word is “together."

The dinner table is a 
place for traditions to be 
made, even if the tradition 
is as simple as spaghetti 
and meatballs on Monday 
nights, or pizza on Friday 
nights. The meal isn’t as 
important as the people who 
are sitting there together, 
certainly, but it can be 
something to add to your 
family’s memories. And 
when I say family, I am not 
just thinking of parents with 
children, but anyone who 
lives under a roof together; 
retired couples, roommates, 
newlyweds, pet parents, 
or anyone else you might 
live with from day-to-
day. Everyone can benefit 
from some relaxed time 
breaking bread together.

The problem we seem to 
have these days, unfortu-
nately, is getting people to 
sit still. Some of the issue 
is, obviously, how busy 
everyone seems to be. From 
after school sports and band 
practices to jobs, volunteer-
ing and other activities, we 
seem to be even busier now 
than when I was growing up 
in the ‘80s. Not only that, 
but because screens of all 
kinds….television, phone, 
laptop and tablet screens…
seem to take much of our 
attention, even when we do 
manage to get together.

I am just as guilty as 
anyone of this, as I love to 
learn and write and explore 
the world, which the inter-
net and tv allow us to do. 
Devices with screens are 
so helpful and interest-
ing in some respects. 
So what do we do?

Well, we have to agree to 
set some boundaries, for 
ourselves and for the people 
who live with us. Start with 
something simple, like 
saying,“guys, this school 
year, no phones at the din-
ner table.” And that goes for 
adults as well as kids. We 

have to set the example. If 
they protest, and say “why 
now?” simply say that you 
are sorry you never thought 
of the idea before, but you 
have now, and you believe 
it will be a good thing for 
your family. And stick to it.

Adults, if your habit is 
to stare at a tv while your 
family is eating, you are 
missing a fabulous oppor-
tunity to connect with 
your people. Those days 
together are going to be 
gone before you know it, 
so take advantage of your 
time together by talking 
and laughing together. You 
will have plenty of time to 
watch television or look 
at a phone when your kids 
have moved away (which I 
have experienced) or your 
spouse is gone. The din-
ner table is a great place to 
connect. Don’t miss it.

When you do manage to 
get your people together, 
whether there are two of 
you or 12 of you, you have 
a decision to make. What 
will you feed them? I hope 
you can avoid junk food 
as often as possible and, 
instead, cook something 
simple and delicious. If you 
can get them involved in 
the meal prep, even better!

I am happy to help with 
this part. Following are 
some recipes that you might 
enjoy trying out that don’t 
take long to make and that 
your family will enjoy.

 
Steph’s plum-perfect 
pork chops

Ingredients:
• 1 pound to 1 ½   pounds thin 
pork chops (or use a pork ten-
derloin, sliced thin)
• 4 fresh red plums, quartered
• 1 jalapeno (seeded if you 
don’t want heat, or omit it if 
you prefer)
• 1 large red onion, peeled and 
thinly sliced
• ¼   cup balsamic or red wine 
vinegar
• 1 tablespoon butter
• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• salt and pepper

 

Method:
1. Salt and pepper both sides 
of the pork chops. Heat oil and 
butter in pan over medium to 
medium-high heat in large skil-
let. Add the pork, and brown 
on both sides. Remove to a 
platter.
 
2. Add the sliced onion, jala-
peno, and quartered plums to 
the pan, and turn heat down 
to low-medium. Now you’re 
going to caramelize the fruit 
and vegetables; the key is "low 
and slow." You can’t let the 
pan get too hot, or it’ll burn 
the sugars in the plums. Keep 
temperature closer to low than 
to medium, and push things 
around frequently with a 
spatula to avoid scorching.
 
3. After about 15 minutes, add 
the vinegar to the pan, and 
bring to a simmer. Add the 
meat back into the pan and 
allow it to heat through.
 
4. When ready to serve, con-
sider using creamy cooked 
grits, as they are a great 
accompaniment to this. I’d 
place the meat right on the 
grits, then add some onion and 
plum mixture. You can do this 
with rice or mashed potatoes, 
too, of course. Enjoy!

 

Mediterranean Chicken 
and pasta

(This recipe is by my friend 
Les Ellsworth, who serves it at 
his restaurant, The Potpourri 
House. I love it and wanted to 
share it with you.)
 
Marinate Chicken breast in 
olive oil and Greek seasoning 
for about an hour and then grill 
or saute. (If time prohibits that, 
pick up a rotisserie chicken at 
the grocery store instead)
 
• 1 ¼   cup of artichokes, 
quartered
• ¼   cup of black olives sliced
• 1 tablespoon of capers 
(optional)
• ¼   cup of sun-dried tomatoes 
julienne cut
• ½   cup of good olive oil
• 2 tablespoons of fi nely 
chopped fresh basil
• 1 tablespoon of fresh minced 
garlic
• 1 tablespoon of Greek 
seasoning
• 4 tablespoons of Parmesan 
cheese, for topping

Dice cooked chicken to bite-
size pieces and set aside.
 
Cook enough pasta for family of 
four (about 10 ounces dry pasta); 
drain and toss with a tablespoon 
of olive oil. Keep warm.

 
Place olive oil in a large skillet 
with deep sides, and set over 
medium-high heat. Add the 
artichokes, olives, capers, and 
tomatoes, and saute until veg-
etables are softened. Add the 
chicken, basil, garlic and Greek 
seasoning. Sprinkle generously 
with Parmesan, and toss well. 
Add the cooked pasta to the 
pan, tossing until the pasta 
is completely integrated into 
the other ingredients. Serve 
sprinkled with more Parmesan 
and with a nice salad on the 
side, if you like.

 
Pan-roasted chicken thighs 
with spicy blueberry sauce

• 4 to 6 boneless, skinless 
chicken thighs (I use these 
since they cook a lot faster 
than bone-in, skin-on thighs. 
If you’re using those, you will 
need to cook longer)
• olive oil for pan
• poultry seasoning
• salt and pepper
 
For the sauce:
• 1 cup fresh or frozen 
blueberries
• 2 Tablespoons honey
• 1 Tablespoon balsamic 
vinegar
• ½   to 1 full teaspoon red 
pepper fl ake, for the kick!
• 2 Tablespoons water
• ¼   teaspoon salt
 
Chopped parsley and grated 
Asiago or Parmesan, for 
topping, optional

Method:
First, make the sauce: Com-
bine all sauce ingredients 
in a saucepan, and set over 
medium heat, stirring fre-
quently. Bring to a boil, stir 
well, then turn down to a 
simmer, stirring frequently, 
and allow to cook down for 
20 to 30 minutes. Sauce will 
thicken as it simmers.
 
For the chicken: Pour a couple 
of tablespoons of oil in a large 
skillet set over medium-high 
heat. Let pan get hot (not to 
smoking point; keep an eye on 
it!) and then add thighs to the 
pan. Sprinkle each with poultry 
seasoning, and salt and pepper. 
Allow to brown for about 3 
minutes, then turn.
Sprinkle the other side with 
seasonings, turn heat down to 
medium, and cook chicken until 
no longer pink in center. For my 
boneless/skinless thighs, this 
took about 8 minutes.
 
To serve: Place the chicken 
thighs on a platter. Drizzle 
several tablespoons of the sauce 
over them, then sprinkle with 
grated cheese and parsley. Place 
on the dinner table alongside 
your favorite sides (seasoned 
rice, and garlicky green beans, 
perhaps) and enjoy!

 
Stephanie Hill-Frazier is 
a writer, food blogger and 
regional television chef, 
whose on-air nickname is 
"Mama Steph." She grew 
up in Gulf County, on 
St. Joe Beach, a place she 
will forever call home.
 
She is married and has three 
young adult sons who are 
considerably taller than she 
is. You can find more of her 
recipes at whatsouthern
folkseat.com.

W H AT  S O U T H E R N  F O L K S  E AT

Your invaluable dinner table

Steph’s plum-perfect pork chops. 

Pan-roasted chicken thighs with spicy blueberry sauce. [PHOTOS 

SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Stephanie Hill-Fraizer
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“Museum on Main Street” 
provides the Smithsonian an 
avenue to extend its reach 
into smaller, rural areas, 
communities with an aver-
age population of 8,000.

“It’s really to get Smithso-
nian quality exhibits out in 
rural areas,” Brockman said.

The program has brought 
Smithsonian exhibits to 
more than 1,400 communi-
ties across the country since 
1994.

The idea came out of 
a  survey of  humanities 

councils and small cultural 
institutions which under-
scored that  rural  areas 
tend to be isolated from 
things such as the arts and 
museums.

L i b r a r i e s  a n d  s m a l l 
museums, while lacking in 
financial assets, were per-
fect platforms for programs 
as they serve as community 
centers, according to the 
Smithsonian website.

The exhibit will fill the 
Florida History room in the 
library during its stay.

“It’s really, really neat,” 
Brockman said. “It all has to 
do with how sports are part 
of small towns.

“We can bring a local 
flavor to it.”

Funding for the exhibit 

was secured through a grant 
from the Florida Humanities 
Council.

“They are a wonderful way 
for us to expand our offer-
ings for the community,” 

Brockman said.
Brockman and Minnick 

underwent training required 
to assemble, disassemble, 
understand and explain the 
exhibit.

The exhibit includes a 
series of panels pertaining to 
American hometown sports 
and there is a seat of bleach-
ers from which folks can lift a 
seat cushion and learn about 
local or national sports.

The library will also add a 
slide show of local “home-
town heroes” of the athletic 
fields as well as high school 
yearbook pages on sports.

Here’s a video introduc-
tion to the exhibit: https://
museumonmainstreet.
org/content/hometown-
teams#ExhibitionDetails

EXHIBIT
From Page B1

The Smithsonian exhibit will fi ll the Florida History Room at the 
library. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

The group described the 
“whirlwind” experience on 
their website, calling it “crazy 
wonderful.”

“Red Bird” is the follow-up 
to the 2016 release, “Spanish 
Moss Sirens.”

That debut, produced by 
Ben Tanner of the Alabama 
Shakes, showcased the “folk-
harmony-driven” songs with 
“earthy acoustic instrumenta-
tion” that was labeled by Paste 
Magazine “a truly stunning 
one-of-a-kind sound.”

The band was named the 
2016 IMEA Folk Artist of the 
Year and received the 2016 
Folk Singer/Songwriter Song 
of the Year at the Independent 
Music Awards.

The Krickets, as group, 
emerged from a benefit con-
cert the four played to honor 
Cristina “Cricket” Russell, 
who passed away of breast 
cancer at a young age.

The group donates a por-
tion of all album sales to The 
Cricket Fund and Beyond 
w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  w o m -
en’s health services to the 
uninsured.

Those who supported the 
new album, “Red Bird,” at 
$100 or above during the 
Kickstarter campaign will 
receive two free VIP tickets to 
the release concert next week 
at the Port Theatre.

Doors open for VIP tickets 
at 6 p.m. ET with a meet-
and-greet and a free drink 
ticket.

Doors open for general 
admission at 6:45 p.m. with 
The Krickets taking the stage 
at 7 p.m. ET.

Tickets are $25 for general 
admission, $50 for VIP.

Dean was born in Quincy 
and now lives there with his 
wife.

D i s c o v e r e d  o n  “ S t a r 
Search” and signed by Colum-
bia Records, Dean has released 
multiple gold records.

His first gold record, “Young 
Man” in 1990, included the 
song “Somewhere in My 
Broken Heart” which was 
nominated for a Grammy for 
Song of the Year and was the 
Song of the Year at the Amer-
ican Country Music Awards.

Dean won a Grammy in 

1996 for “Amazing Grace, A 
Country Tribute to Gospel” 
which featured Martina 
McBride, Allison Krauss, the 
Charlie Daniels Band and 
others.

He was inducted in the 
Florida Artist Hall of Fame in 
2017 and has performed with 
stars such as the Judds, Kenny 
Rogers, Clint Black, Alan 
Jackson and Wynonna Judd.

Tickets to see Dean Sept. 20 
are $15 for general admission, 
$30 for VIP.

As with The Krickets, VIP 
entry is at 6 p.m. ET and 
includes a meet-and-greet 
and free drink ticket.

Doors open for general 
admission at 6:45 p.m. with 
Dean taking the stage at 7 
p.m. ET.

For tickets and more infor-
mation about the upcoming 
shows visit www.historic-
porttheatre.com. 

THEATRE
From Page B1

“Thursdays at the Theatre” returns Sept. 20 with Billy Dean. [SPECIAL 

TO THE STAR]

About a fight with sis, about 
Ms. Biggs’ upcoming test.

“My sister and I, we just 
thought that was our own 
private bridge,” Gaddis said. 
“That bridge holds all my 
secrets from childhood.”

She learned to drive, or not, 
over that bridge.

“Even to this day I pray I 
don’t see another car coming,” 
Gaddis said. “I won’t go across 
if there is another car there.

“The bridge was always 
scary.”

As an adult the bridge was 
canvas.

Every week that Port St. 
Joe High School celebrated 

“Shark Week,” Gaddis would 
decorate the bridge with her 
collection of Shark mascots.

And the bridge, most impor-
tantly, the first thing mentioned 
in conversation, was a spot for 
life passages, milestones: Gaddis 
and her husband, Garry, became 
engaged to marry on that bridge.

That was on an Aug. 31; 44 
years ago Friday.

The construction crew taking 
down the structure, which will 
be replaced with a concrete 
bridge, came to understand the 
attachment Gaddis conveyed 
about “her bridge.”

She brought seven of her 
eight grandchildren down to 
say goodbye to the bridge; we 
are talking conveyance.

So, one day, a member of 
the crew grabbed a saw and 
reached down to remove a 

section of the oldest beam at 
the bridge’s foundation.

He gave it to Gaddis.
The crew gave her five 

planks from the deck.
“They are my treasures,” 

Gaddis said.
How long the bridge, which 

was indeed (don’t tell Gaddis) 
beyond its expiration date, 
spanned the canal along that 
road is unclear.

Gaddis was 13, and the year 
was 1970, when she moved 
to Mexico Beach and it was 
already there and hardly had 
that new-bridge glow.

“As I understand it, from 
doing a little research, it was 
one of the oldest working 
wooden bridges in Florida,” 
Gaddis said. “It has always 
been kind of rickety, rackety.”

But the tales it could tell.

BRIDGE
From Page B1

Gaddis and grandchildren say goodbye. [COURTESY PHOTO/TRACI GADDIS]
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Reader Notice: This newspaper will never knowingly accept any advertisement that is illegal or considered fraudulent. If you have questions or doubts about any ads on these pages, we advise that 
before responding or sending money ahead of time, you check with the local Attorney General’s Consumer Fraud Line and/or the Better Business Bureau. Also be advised that some phone numbers 
published in these ads may require an extra charge. In all cases of questionable value, such as promises or guaranteed income from work-at-home programs, money to loan, etc., if it sounds too good 
to be true -- it may in fact be exactly that. This newspaper cannot be held responsible for any negative consequences that occur as a result of you doing business with these advertisers. Thank you.

National Advertising
AUTO WANTED /
WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and 
Newer. Competitive Offer! 
Nationwide FREE Pick Up!
Call Now For a Free Quote! 
888-366-5659

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Long distance Moving 
Company. Out of state move 
$799. Long Distance Movers. 
Get Free quote on your Long 
distance move. 1-800-490-
4510

FINANCIAL SERVICES
CREDIT CARD DEBT? 
Financially Stressed Out? 
Stop the harassment! Make 
one monthly payment YOU 
can AFFORD! Get Help Now 
and Save! Call Toll Free
888-925-5404

GENERAL SERVICES
Are you in BIG trouble with 
the IRS? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfi led 
tax returns, payroll issues, 
& resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-820-8878

HEALTH / BEAUTY
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Get 
Your Diabetic Testing Supplies 
at Little to No Cost and Have 
Them Delivered Right to Your 
Door. Shipping is FREE! We 
accept most insurance and 
Medicare Part D. Call Now! 
855-215-5378

Do you use a CPAP machine 
for sleep apnea? Get your FDA 
approved CPAP machine and 
supplies at little or no cost! 
Free sleep supplement and 
sleep guide include! Call 844-
206-1595! (Mon-Fri)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own 
book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited 
offer! Why wait? Call now: 
844-261-5841

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refi ll. No 
deliveries. The All-New Inogen 
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
844-748-5821

MALE ENHANCEMENT 
PUMP. Get Stronger & 
Harder Immediately. Gain 
1-3 Inches Permanently 
& Safely. Guaranteed 
Results. FDA Licensed. Free 
Brochure: 1-800-354-3944
www.DrJoelKaplan.com

MISCELLANEOUS
3 Day Blinds - BUY 
3, GET 1 FREE! On 
custom Blinds, Shades, 
Curtains and Drapes. Call 
866-319-3369

A PLACE FOR MOM has 
helped over a million families 
fi nd senior living. Our trusted 
local advisors help solutions 
to your unique needs at NO 
COST TO YOU! Call 844-478-
6741

ATTENTION BUSINESS 
MANAGERS/OWNERS: Get 
the help with payroll that 
you need! For Most Payroll 
Products, New Customers That 
Sign Up Now & Receive One 
Month of Processing Free! Call 
Now: 855-622-0368

ATTENTION: VIAGRA & 
CIALIS USERS! Buy Generic 
& Save!! 50 Pill SPECIAL 
$99.00. FREE Shipping. 
100% Guaranteed discreet 
home delivery. Operators 
available 24/7. Call Now: 
855-799-6237

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING 
AT $49/MONTH! Call for your 
free rate comparison to see 
how much you can save! Call: 
888-320-7567.

GET OUT OF YOUR 
TIMESHARE! Our timeshare 
exit strategy has helped 
thousands of people leave 
their timeshares. It’s time 
to leave yours too. Let us 
help you exit your Timeshare 
today! 855-895-9398

Lowest Prices on Health 
Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 

companies! Call Now! 
877-339-5281.

NEED INTERNET? Do you live 
in a rural area and tired of 
slow or no Internet? Get High-
Speed Internet Today. We 
provide service anywhere and 
everywhere. SO CALL NOW 
888-611-8601

NO MONEY DOWN TV AND 
WIFI BUNDLE! Get an all-
digital satellite system 
with 150 channels for just
$35/mo. Wi-Fi Also Available. 
New Callers get a FREE dvr 
upgrade plus FREE MOVIE 
CHANNELS! CALL NOW 877-
224-1005

ORDER A NEW SMART-PHONE 
by PHONE. Get a new iPhone X
or Samsung S9+ with
NO CONTRACT! Get Unlimited 
data, talk, and text on the 
Nations Best 4G Lte Network 

and get a FREE $100 Visa/
line! CALL NOW 877-799-
5998

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! 
Get 150 Channels for only 
$35/mo! Also, order a new 
iPhone X or Samsung S9+ 
and get an extra $15 off your 
Cable Bill, FREE MOVIES, & 
$100 Visa/line! CALL NOW 
888-969-9790

PROBLEM CREDIT REPORT? 
Lexington Law helps works 
to challenge inaccurate 
negative items including:
identity theft, collections, 
late payments, liens and 
more from your credit report.
Call for a free credit repair 
consultation: 855-622-0369.
John C. Heath, Attorney at 
Law, PLLC, dba Lexington 
Law Firm.

VIVINT SMARTHOME 
SECURITY for $29/MO. Get 
24/7 Vivint Home Security 
Alarm System and Monitoring 
for as low as $29/mo. Get 
Smarthome Upgrades for only 
$20 more. New callers get a 
free Doorbell Camera. CALL 
NOW 888-351-3553

Make a Connection. Real 
People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
Singles right now! Call 
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 855-334-7726

MISCELLANEOUS / LEGAL
Were you an INDUSTRIAL or 
CONSTRUCTION TRADESMAN 
and recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER? You and your 
family may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. 
Call 855-862-1999 for your 
risk free consultation.

MISCELLANEOUS / 
GENERAL SERVICES
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip fl ooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 855-
980-4002

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are 
you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan 
Modifi cation? Is the bank 
threatening foreclosure? CALL 
Homeowner’s Relief Line now 
for Help! 855-624-8601.

Over $10K in debt? Be 
debt free in 24-48 months.
Pay a fraction of what 
you owe. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief
877-278-4861.

21290S
NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that MTAG as 
Custodian for Caz 
Creek Florida II, LLC., 
the Certificate Holder 
of the following Tax 
Sale Certificate, has 
filed said Certificate 
for a Tax Deed to be 
issued thereon. The 
Tax Deed Application 
number, Real Estate 
number, Certificate 
number, Date of Issu-
ance and Name(s) in 
which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Application  #2018-09
Tax Sale Certificate  #
2016-659
Name in which 
assessed:Robert E. 
Welker
R.E. No. 03793-001R
Date of Issuance:
May 31, 2016

Description of Property:

COMMENCE at the 
Northeast Corner of 
Original Government 
Lot 4, in Fractional Sec-
tion 31, Township 6 
South, Range 11 West, 

an extend a line South 
along the East line of 
said Lot 4 for 649.72 
feet; then turn 138 De-
grees 32 Minutes right 
for 57.94 feet; then turn 
89 Degrees 18 Minutes 
left for 278.1 feet, more 
or less, to a point on 
the Mean high Water 
Line of the Gulf of Mex-
ico for the POINT OF 
BEGINNING, thence 
turn 180 Degrees and 
retrace the line last de-
scribed above for 180 
feet, more or less, to a 
point on the right of 
way of U. S. 98; then 
turn 90 Degrees left for 
96 feet; then turn 90 
Degrees left for 180 
feet, more or less, to a 
point on the mean high 
water line; then turn 90 
Degrees left for 96 feet, 
to the POINT OF BE-
GINNING.

LESS a portion con-
veyed to Jack and Do-
reen Levy, June 1, 
1993. A cut-Out of Gulf 
County Property 
A p p r a i s e r ’ s
RE#03793-001R A por-
tion of Section 31, 
Township 6 South, 
Range 11 West, Gulf 
County, Florida, being 
more particularly de-
scribed hereof:

COMMENCE at the 
Terra-cotta monument 
marking the Northeast 
Corner of Government 
Lot 4, of said Section 
31; thence along the 
East line of said Gov-
ernment Lot 4, South 
00 Degrees 11 Minutes 
28 Seconds East, 
812.70 feet to a point of 
intersection with the 
Southwesterly right of 
way line of U.S. High-
way 98 (having a 100 
foot wide right of way); 
thence along said right 

of way line, North 40 
Degrees 21 Minutes 13 
Seconds West, 298.14 
feet to an iron rod 
marking the POINT  OF 
BEGINNING; thence 
continue along said 
right of way line, North 
40 Degrees 23 Minutes 
53 Seconds West, 
40.63 feet; thence leav-
ing said right of way 
line, South 49 Degrees 
49 Minutes 28 Seconds 
West 191 feet, more or 
less, to a point on the 
mean high water line of 
the Gulf of Mexico; 
thence Southeasterly 
along said mean high 
water line, 41 feet, 
more or less, to a point 
that is South 49 De-
grees 38 Minutes 34 
Seconds West of the 
POINT OF BEGINN-
ING, thence North 49 
Degrees 38 Minutes 34 
Seconds East, 190 feet, 
more or less, to the 
POINT OF BEGINN-
ING.

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida at 11:00 am 
E.T., Wednesday, 19th 
day of September, 
2018.
DATED: August 13, 
2018
REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY: Elaine Bland,
Deputy Clerk
Pub August 16, 23, 30, 
September 6, 2018

21298S
NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that MTAG as 
Custodian for Caz 
Creek Florida II, LLC, 
the Certificate Holder 
of the following Tax 
Sale Certificate, has 
filed said Certificate 
for a Tax Deed to be 
issued thereon. The 
Tax Deed Application 
number, Real Estate 
number, Certificate 
number, Date of Issu-
ance and Name(s) in 
which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Application  #2018-11
Tax Sale Certificate  #
2016-870
Name in which as-
sessed:
Nathan Peters III
R.E. No. 05968-000R
Date of Issuance:
May 31, 2016

Description of Property:

The East Half of Lot 2, 
Block 1017, Port St. 
Joe, Florida, said lot 
being a part of that 
area shown as “not In-
cluded in Plat” on the 
Official Plat of Millview 
Addition of the City of 
Port St. Joe, Florida, 
Unit Number Two, as 
filed in Plat Book 1, 
Page 47, in the Office 
of the Clerk of Circuit 
Court, Gulf County, 
Florida.

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 

County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida at 11:00 am 
E.T., Wednesday, 19th 
day of September, 
2018.

DATED: August 13, 
2018

REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY: Elaine Bland, Dep-
uty Clerk
Pub August 16, 23, 30, 
September 6, 2018

21555S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT, FOURTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF THE STATE OF 
FLORIDA, IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY

CASE NO 
232018CP00048

IN RE:  ESTATE
RONNIE LEE STANLEY

Deceased

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

The administration of 
the estate of RONNIE 
LEE STANLEY, de-
ceased, Case Number 
232018CP00048 is 
pending in the Circuit 
Court for Gulf County, 
Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of 
which is 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd, Room 
148, Port St Joe, FL 
32456. The names and 
addresses of the per-
sonal representative 
and the personal 
representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS ARE NOTI-
FIED THAT:

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is served within 
three months after the 
date of the first publica-
tion of this notice must 
file their claims with this 
Court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF THREE 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and per-
sons having claims or 
demands against the 
decedent’s estate must 
file their claims with this 
Court WITHIN THREE 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, DE-
MANDS AND OBJEC-
TIONS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

The date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice is August 23, 2018.

Attorney for Personal 
Representative
Greg Wilson
Greg Wilson Law, LLC
P.O. Box 986
Chipley, FL  32428
850-600-7088
Florida Bar No 0641480
greg@gregwilsonlaw.n
et

Personal
Representative
Melissa Deanne Gore
4128 Cherry Lane

Panama City Beach, 
Florida 32404
Pub: August 23, 30, 
2018

21631S
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 

SEALED BIDS
BID #1718-26

FPID NO. 
438295-1-54-01

The Gulf County Board 
of County Commission-
ers will receive sealed 
bids from any qualified 
person, company or 
corporation interested 
in constructing:

CANAL STREET
RESURFACING

This project includes 
0.320 miles of reclaim 
and resurfacing of Ca-
nal Street from US 98 
to Georgia Avenue in-
cluding striping, signs, 
and grassing.  Project 
is located at St. Joe 
Beach in Gulf County, 
FL.

Plans and specifica-
tions can be obtained 
at Dewberry Engineers 
Inc, 324 Marina Drive, 
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32456, (850) 227-7200.  
The bid must conform 
to Section 287.133(3) 
Florida Statutes, on 
public entity crimes. 
Cost for Plans and 
Specifications will be 
$50.00 per set and is 
n o n - r e f u n d a b l e .  
Checks should be 
made payable to DEW-
BERRY ENGINEERS 
INC.

All bidders shall be 
FDOT Qualified per 
Section 2-1 of the 
FDOT Standard Speci-
fications for Road and 
Bridge Construction, 
latest edition in the fol-
lowing work classes: 

Grading, Drainage, 
Flexible Paving, and 
Hot Plant 
M i x - B i t u m i n o u s  
Course.  If you have 
any questions, please 
call Clay Smallwood at 
(850) 227-7200.

Completion date for 
this project will be 60 
days from the date of 
the Notice to Proceed 
presented to the suc-
cessful bidder.  Liqui-
dated damages for fail-
ure to complete the 
project on the specified 
date will be set at 
$250.00 per day.

Please place YOUR 
COMPANY NAME, 
SEALED BID, and the 
BID NUMBER on the 
outside of your enve-
lope, and include the 
original bid plus 3 cop-
ies.

Bids will be received 
until 4:00 p.m. Eastern 
Time, on September 
24, 2018 at the Gulf 
County Clerk’s Office, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin 
Sr. Blvd, Room 149, 
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32456, and will be 
opened and read aloud 
at a meeting of the 
Board of County Com-
missioners held in the 
Donald H. Butler Com-
mission Chamber in 
the Robert M. Moore 
Administration Build-
ing, Gulf County Court-
house Complex, Port 
St. Joe, Florida on the 
following day, Septem-
ber 25, 2018 at 09:00 
a.m. Eastern Time.

All bids shall remain 
firm for a period of sixty 
days after the opening.  
All bidders shall com-
ply with all applicable 
State and local laws 

concerning licensing 
registration and regula-
tion of contractors do-
ing business to the 
State of Florida.

The Board of County 
Commissioners re-
serves the right to 
waive informalities in 
any bid, to accept 
and/or reject any or all 
bids, and to accept the 
bid that in their judg-
ment will be in the best 
interest of Gulf County.

BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS
GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
/s/ Sandy Quinn, 
Chairman
Pub: August 23, 30, 
2018

21641S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
GENERAL JURISDIC-
TION DIVISION

CASE NO. 
18000014CAAXMX

LAKE VIEW LOAN 
SERVICING LLC,
Plaintiff,

VS.

DAVID RAY CAUSEY; 
MARILYN LEE CAU-
SEY, et al.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to a Fi-
nal Judgment of Fore-
closure dated August 
16, 2018, and entered 
in 18000014CAAXMX of 
the Circuit Court of the 
FOURTEENTH Judicial 
Circuiein and for GULF 
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Sands of Carrabelle
3 bed, 2 bath Condo

Fully Furnished
$1200 per Month 

$1200 Security Deposit
- No Pets -

Lanark Village
56-3 Parker St.
1 bed, 1 bath

$550 per Month
$1000 Security Deposit

- No Pets -

N
F-4530042

Gulf County Senior Citizen’s
Association

is seeking applicants for the position of

Homemaker (PRN)
Homemakers provide: Meal Planning &

Preparation and cleaning up meal-related 
items.

Housekeeping Tasks
Laundry & Running errands.

Assist with budgeting & bill paying.
Form trustworthy relationships, Provide

companionship and conversation.
This is a part time position and will be for the 

Wewahitchka & Port St. Joe  areas.

The Job Requirements:
High School Graduate or GED equivalent.

Pass Level 2 Background Check.
Pass Drug Screen.

Must have own transportation and
vehicle insurance.

Must be able to lift (20lbs) or move
heavy objects.

Possession of unrestricted mobility, which
includes the ability to balance, bend, kneel, 

and crouch.
Self –direction, problem solving and strong

organizational skills a must.

Interested applicants are welcome to apply at:
PSJ Senior Center, 120 Library Drive

Port St. Joe, FL 32456
850-229-8466 or 

tgaines@gulfcountyseniors.org

Gulf County Senior Citizen’s
Association

is seeking applicants for the position of

CNA (PRN)
This position provides both Direct Care and 

homemaking services to our clients.

Housekeeping Tasks
Laundry & Running errands.

Assist with budgeting & bill paying.
Form trustworthy relationships, Provide

companionship and conversation.
This is a part time position and will be for the 

Wewahitchka & Port St. Joe  areas.

The Job Requirements:
High School Graduate or GED equivalent.

Current  CPR Certification required.
Have completed an approved CNA program 

and have current CNA licensure.
Pass Level 2 Background Check.

Pass Drug Screen.
Must be able to lift (20lbs) or move

heavy objects.
Possession of unrestricted mobility, which

includes the ability to balance, bend, kneel, 
and crouch.

Self –direction, problem solving and strong
organizational skills a must.

Interested applicants are welcome to apply at:
PSJ Senior Center, 120 Library Drive

Port St. Joe, FL 32456
850-229-8466 or 

tgaines@gulfcountyseniors.org

is currently seeking

Program Director for
Access and Crisis Services.

Florida licensure as a mental health profes-
sional under Chapter 490 or 491 required.

For more details on this and other
positions, please visit us online at:

http://lmccares.org/careers/employment
-opportunities

Maintenance
Technician Wanted

Full time position with competitive wage and 
benefits. Weekend work required. Must have 
maintenance experience. Need to be detailed 
oriented and have basic computer skills. Valid 
driver’s license required.

Come by  Collins Vacation Rentals, Inc.
located at 60 East Gulf Beach Drive to apply in 
person or email Quentin Allen to request an 
application be emailed to you.

quentin@collinsvacationrentals.com

Labor Day Holiday
(Monday, September 6)
GARAGE SALE

D  e  a  d  l  i  n  e  s
The Panama City News Herald

To Run:                                                 Due
By:

Friday, August 31.......Thursday, Aug 30, 3:00 pm
Saturday, Sept. 1            Thursday, Aug 31, 5 pm
Sunday, Sept. 2                   Friday,Aug 31, 11 am
Monday, Sept. 3               Friday,Aug 31, 12 noon

The Port St. Joe Star &
The Apalachicola/Carrabelle Times

To Run:                                                 Due
By:

Thursday, Sept. 6      Friday, Aug 31st, 4pm(CST)

Washington County Times
To Run:                                                  Due

By:
Wednesday, Sept. 5    Friday, Aug 31, 4pm(CST)

The classified department and business offices
at The News Herald, The Star, The Times,

The Washington County Times and
Holmes County Times-Advertiser

will be closed Monday, September 3.

We will reopen Tuesday,
September 4, at 8:00 a.m.

Labor Day Holiday
(Monday, September 6)

Classified Line Ad
D  e  a  d  l  i  n  e  s
The Panama City News Herald

To Run:                                                 Due
By:

Friday, August 31.......Thursday, Aug 30, 3:00 pm
Saturday, Sept. 1            Thursday, Aug 31, 5 pm
Sunday, Sept. 2                   Friday,Aug 31, 11 am
Monday, Sept. 3               Friday,Aug 31, 12 noon

The Port St. Joe Star &
The Apalachicola/Carrabelle Times

To Run:                                                 Due
By:

Thursday, Sept. 6      Friday, Aug 31st, 5pm(CST)

Washington County Times
To Run:                                                  Due

By:
Wednesday, Sept. 5    Friday, Aug 31, 4pm(CST)

The classified department and business offices
at The News Herald, The Star, The Times,

The Washington County Times and
Holmes County Times-Advertiser

will be closed Monday, September 3.

We will reopen Tuesday, September 4,
at 8:00 a.m.

County, Florida, 
wherein LAKEVIEW 
LOAN SERVICING LLC 
is the Plaintiff and DA-
VID RAY CAUSEY; 
MARILYN LEE CAUSEY 
are the Defendant(s). 
Rebecca L. Norris as 
the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court will sell to the 
highest and best bid-
der for cash at the 
Front Lobby 1000 Cecil 
G. Costin, Sr., Blvd., 
Port St. Joe, FL 32456, 
at 11:00 AM, on Sep-
tember 20, 2018, the 
following described 
property as set forth in 
said Final Judgment, to 
wit: ET’

LOT 26 OF HONEY 
HILL, AN UNRE-
CORDED SUBDIVI-
SION DESCRIBED AS: 
COMMENCE AT THE 
NE CORNER OF SAID 
SECTION 19, TOWN-
SHIP 5 SOUTH, 
RANGE 9 WEST, 
GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA; THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 89°56’03” 
WEST ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF SAID 
SECTION 19 FOR 
990.0 FEET; THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 00°57’05” 
WEST FOR 705.0 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE CONTINUE 
SOUTH 00°57’05” 
WEST FOR 165.0 
FEET; THENCE RUN 
NORTH 89°54’09” 
WEST FOR 132.0 
FEET; THENCE RUN 
NORTH 00°57’05” 
EAST FOR 165.0 
FEET; THENCE RUN,
SOUTH 89°54’09” 
EAST FOR 132.0 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF , 
BEGINNING.

ALSO

LOT 27 OF HONEY 
HILL, AN UNRE-
CORDED SUBDIVI-
SION DESCRIBED AS: 
COMMENCE AT THE 
NE CORNER OF SAID 
SECTION 19, TOWN-
SHIP 5 SOUTH, 
RANGE 9 WEST, 
GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA; THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 89°56’03” 
WEST ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF SAID 
SECTION 19 FOR 
990.0 FEET; THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 00°57’05” 
WEST FOR 540.0 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE CONTINUE 
SOUTH 00°57’05” 
WEST FOR 165.0 
FEET; THENCE RUN 
NORTH 89°54’09” 
WEST FOR 132.0 
FEET; THENCE RUN 
NORTH 00°57’05” 
EAST FOR 165.0 
FEET; THENCE RUN
SOUTH 89°54’09” 
EAST FOR 132.0 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING.

Property Address: 162 
HONEY HILL RD 
WEWAHITCHKA, FL 
32465

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as
of the date of the us 
pendens must file a 
claim within 60 days af-
ter the sale.

Dated this 16th day of 
August, 2018.

Rebecca L. Norris
As Clerk of the Court

By: BA Baxter
As Deputy Clerk

IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT. If 
you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation 
in order to participate 
in this proceeding, 
you are entitled, at no 
cost to you, to the 
provision of certain 
assistance. Please 
contact the ADA Coor-
dinator by mail at P. 0. 
Box 1089, Panama 
City, FL 32402 or by 
phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least 
seven (7) days before 
your scheduled court 
appearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the 
scheduled appear-
ance is less than 
seven (7) days. If you 
are hearing impaired, 
please call 711 or 
e m a i l
ADARequest@jud14.fl
courts.org.

Submitted by: Robert-
son, Anschutz & 
Schneid, P.L.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Robertson, Anschutz & 
Schneid, P.L., Boca 
Raton, FL 33487
Phone: 561-241-6901 
Fax: 561-997-6909
Pub: August 23, 30, 
2018

21653S
NOTICE OF

APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Capital 
One Cltrl Assignee of 
FIG 2222, LLC, the 
Certificate Holder of 
the following Tax Sale 
Certificate, has filed 
said Certificate for a 
Tax Deed to be issued 
thereon. The Tax 
Deed Application 
number, Real Estate 
number, Certificate 
number, Date of Issu-
ance and Name(s) in 
which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Application  #2018-12
R.E. No. 01238-000R
Tax Sale Certificate 
#2016-213
Date of Issuance:
May 31, 2016
Name in which as-
sessed:
Paul P. Gates

Description of
Property:

Lots 1 and 2, Block 1, 
Midway Park Subdivi-
sion, as per recorded 
Plat in Plat Book 1, 
Page 43, Public Rec-
ords of Gulf County, 
Florida.

ALSO, a right of way 
for boat use only unto 
the owners and their 
guest of Lots 1 and 2, 
in Block 1, of said Mid-
way Park Subdivision, 
on the creek or branch 
flowing through said 
Lot 7, of Block 2, Mid-
way Park Subdivision, 
for the purpose of in-
gress and egress from 
said Lots 1 and 2, 
Block 2, to the waters 
of Dead Lakes as given 
by Harry J. Leary to J. 
A. Sudduth and wife, 
Vera R. Sudduth, and 
recorded in Official 
Records Book 17, 
Page 982, and re-
corded in the First Ad-
dition to Shamrock Es-
tates, as recorded in 
Plat Book 2, Page 51, 
Public Records of Gulf 
County, Florida.

ALSO, that part of Bass 
Street in Midway Park 
Subdivision which lies 
West of Lots 3, 4, 5, 6 
and 7, Block 2, of said 
Subdivision, and which 
lies North, East, and 
South of the existing 
County Road, said par-
cel being approxi-
mately 30 feet in width 
and approximately 500 
feet in length as re-
corded in Official Rec-
ords Book 38, Page 
641.

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida at 11:00 am 
E.T., Wednesday, 26th 
day of September, 
2018.

DATED: August 20, 
2018

REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY: Elaine Bland, 
Deputy Clerk

Pub August 23, 30, 
September 6, 13 2018

21699S
NOTICE

OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that Best American 
Storage Manager LLC 
dba Americas Mini 
Storage located at 141 
Commerce Blvd Port St 
Joe, FL 32456, intends 
to offer for sale the per-
sonal property de-
scribed below to en-
force a lien imposed 
under the Self Storage 
Facility Act Statutes 
83.801-83.809. Unit 
C00032, 10x20 unit, 
household goods, Ar-
ley Spoonemore, 7318 
Hwy 98 Unit 4 Port St 
Joe, FL 32456. The 
auction will take place 
at 11am EST Sept 27, 

2018. The auction will 
be held online on 
w w w . s t o r a g e t r e a -
sures.com
Pub: August 30, Sep-
tember 6, 2018

21655S
NOTICE OF

APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Capital 
One Cltrl Assignee of 
FIG 2222, LLC, the 
Certificate Holder of 
the following Tax Sale 
Certificate, has filed 
said Certificate for a 
Tax Deed to be issued 
thereon. The Tax 
Deed Application 
number, Real Estate 
number, Certificate 
number, Date of Issu-
ance and Name(s) in 
which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Application  #2018-13
R.E. No. 06029-004R
Tax Sale Certificate
#2016-884
Date of Issuance:
May 31, 2016
Name in which as-
sessed:
The Williams Develop-
ment Co. LLC
Agent: Elaine Williams

Description of Prop-
erty:
Lot Five (5), South 
One-Half of Lot Three 
(S 1/2 of Lot 3) and the 
North One Half of Lot 
Seven (N 1/2 of Lot 7), 
in Block One Thousand 
Twenty-Two (1022), of 
the Millview Addition of 
the City of Port St. Joe, 
Florida, Unit Number 
Three (3) according to 
the plat thereof in Plat 
Book 2, Page 53, of the 
Public Records of Gulf 
County, Florida.

All of said property 
being in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Un-
less such certificate 
shall be redeemed ac-
cording to law, the 
property described in 
such certificate will be 
sold to the highest 
bidder in the front 
Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida at 11:00 am 
E.T., Wednesday, 26th 
day of September, 
2018.

DATED: August 20, 
2018

REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY: Elaine Bland, 
Deputy Clerk
Pub: August 23, 30, 
September 6, 13, 2018

AVIATION Grads work 
with JetBlue, United, 
Delta and others- start 
here with hands on 
training for FAA certifi-
cation. Financial aid if 
qualified. Call Aviation 
Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-242-2649.

DONATE YOUR CAR -
877-654-3662 FAST 
FREE TOWING -24hr 
Response Maximum 
Tax Deduction -
UNITED BREAST CAN-
CER FDN: Providing 
Breast Cancer Informa-
tion & Support Pro-
grams

Live & Online
Public Auction

Tues, Aug 28th, 2018
at 11:00 A.M.

Jugofresh Holdings 
Corp. 1883 Marina Mile 

Blvd., Ste 106 Fort 
Lauderdale, FL 33315

Commercial Cold 
Press Equipment: New 
Goodnature Model X-1 
Mini Cold Press Juicer, 
Vitamix Commercial 
Blenders, True 2-Door 
Refrigerator, Oasis 
Open Air Fridge, Mas-
ter Bilt Freezer, Robot 
Coupe Food Proces-
sors, Continental Re-
frigerators, Apple Tab-
lets, Monitors, Printers, 
2012 Ford Transit Con-
nect XL VIN 
#NMOLS7AN7CT0967
98 and more!

Catalog and photos 
available at 

www.moeckerauc-
tions.com

Preview: Morning of 
sale 9AM to 11AM. 

15%-18% BP.
Assignment for the 
Benefit of Creditors 

Case 
#18-020594-CA-44

To register: $100 re-
fundable cash deposit 
and valid driver’s li-
cense. 800-840-BIDS 
i n f o @ m o e c k e r a u c -
tions.com

AB-1098  AU-3219
Eric Rubin

Lung Cancer? And Age 
60+? You And Your 
Family May Be Entitled 
To Significant Cash 
Award. Call 
855-259-0557 for Infor-
mation. No Risk. No 
Money Out Of Pocket.

Port Saint Joe
1405 Constitution Drive

HWY 98
Aug 31 & Sept 1

Fri & Sat.
9am - 4pm Eastern
Huge Yard Sale

Cleaning out ware-
house, living room, din-
ing room, kitchen, bed-
room furniture, an-
tiques, pictures, col-
lectibles. Lots more, 
priced to move. RAIN 
OR SHINE!

If anyone has 
any information

on Jimmy Lynn
Shelton, 

Kym/Kimberly Clark 
or Outlaw their 

workplace, address, 
or phone number, in 
Wewahitchka or sur-
rounding areas, con-
tact 865-368-1637

CALLER TO BE 
COMPENSATED

Apalachicola 
Bay Charter 

School
is accepting appli-
cations for class-
room substitutes 

and bus driver sub-
stitutes; a full-time 
exceptional student 
education teacher 
(professional certi-
fication or tempo-

rary certification re-
quired.)  Must be 

eligible to fulfill job 
descriptions,  ABC 
School is an Equal 

Opportunity Em-
ployer. Please send 

resumes to: 
Chimene Johnson, 

ABC School, 98 
12th Street, Apa-

lachicola, FL  32320 
or cjohnson@
abceagles.org

HELP WANTED
Experienced residential 
Plumbers and helpers 

needed.
Port St Joe Area

Top pay
Good benefeits

Call (850)227-1101 or   
(850)528-0907

HELP 
WANTED

Hiring (2) positions, 
both are for Pest 
Control Technician. 
Will train the right 
applicant. Apply in 
person at Donnie’s 
Total Pride Pest 
Conrtrol, Inc. 324 
Reid Ave. Port St. 
Joe. Must be 21 
years or older, pos-
sess a valid Florida 
Dirver Licence, pass 
a drug screening & 
no felony on record. 
Medical Insurance 
offered to employ-
ees after 90-day pro-
bationary period.

HELP WANTED
The City of 

Wewahitchka is looking 
for a Comptroller.

Must have minimum 10 
years bookkeeping,

experience with 
QuickBooks and mini-
mum 10 years’ experi-
ence with governmen-
tal bookkeeping and 
generally accepted

accounting principles.
COMPTROLLER

Job duties include, but 
are not limited to:

Oversee and/or direct 
the financial adminis-
tration of the City, re-

sponsible to and repor-
ting to the City Com-

mission. Supervise the 
collection of funds to 

be paid to the City and 
payment of debts owed 
by the City to other en-
tities. Review and assist 
with annual budget re-
quirements and other 

reporting requirements 
required by State or 
Federal agencies.

Establish controls for fi-
nancial administration 

in accordance with 
laws and policies gov-

erning municipal fi-
nance and budgetary 
practices and proce-

dures. Train employees 
in appropriate proce-

dures for handling mu-
nicipal finances.

Assist the City Clerk, 
Utility Billing Clerk, Fi-

nance Director, and 
City Administrator re-

garding the handling of
municipal finances.
Review the mainte-

nance procedures of 
the data library, includ-
ing but not limited to, fi-
nancial items (includ-

ing
preparation of miscella-
neous invoices), proj-
ects approved by the 

City Commission, 
equipment, purchasing 
& vendors, insurance, 

inventory, occupational 
licenses, and other 

such data as may be 
established. Attending 
City Commission meet-
ings to give regular re-

ports as may be re-
quired from time to 

time. Other duties as 
may be request be the 
City Commission from 

time to time.
All interested appli-

cants can request an 
application from Con-
nie Parrish, City Clerk,

e-mail 
connieparrish@fair-

point.net .
ALL APPLICATIONS 
MUST BE RECEIVED 

BY Sept. 9, 2018.

One bedroom, one 
bath apartment availa-

ble in Port St. Joe.
Beautifully furnished. 

Private entrance.
Ample Parking. All utili-
ties inlcuded. No Pets. 

850-705-1522

Publisher’s
Notice

All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any 
such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination” 
Familial status includes 
children under the age 
of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and 
people securing cus-
tody of children under 
18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed 
that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper 
are available on a equal 
opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free number for the 
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

CASH FOR CARS: We 
Buy Any Condition Ve-
hicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Nation’s Top Car 
Buyer! Free Towing 
from Anywhere! Call 
Now: 1-888-995-2702

TREE STUMP
GRINDING

by The Stumps Man
First time customer -

- Lifetime friend! 
850-866-6072

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Small Price
for Big Results!

The Star
850-747-5020

or visit us online at 
emeraldcoastmarketplace.com
For all your buying and 

selling needs.

Spot Advertising
works!

If you didn’t
advertise here,
you’re missing
out on potential

customers.

Buy it! 
Classified.

Make your move
to the medium

that’s your number
one source of 

information about
homes for sale! 

For all your hous-
ing needs - con-
sult Classified -
when it’s time

to buy, 
it’s the resource
on which to rely.
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