
* **

Volume 80 Number 40
Subscribe to The Star
Phone: 800-345-8688

Opinion .................... A4
Letters .......................A5
Outdoors ....................A8
Society News ............... B2

Faith .........................B4
Obituaries .................. B5
Classifieds ............B7-B8

B3
Schools roundtable 

B5
Cake recipes

Thursday, July 19, 2018

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1937

@PSJ_Star facebook.com/psjstar 50¢For breaking news, visit starfl .com

TURTLE TOTES | B1

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

Port St. Joe commissioners 
passed the park back to the 
county Tuesday night.

After another two-plus 
hours of sprawling, often 
contentious, discussion, 
commissioners decided to 
table a resolution of sup-
port for plans, any plan, to 
improve the 10th Street Park.

Even though a majority 
of the board stated they had 
arrived to move the process, 
bogged down for months over 
a conceptual plan, forward, 
they deferred to a motion 
from newly-elected Com-
missioner Scott Hoffman.

Hoffman asked to table 
a resolution presented for 
approval and motioned to 
put the onus on a plan for 10th 
Street Park back on a county 
committee formed to hone 
the project.

In addition, he urged that 
the city propose to County 
Commissioner Sandy Quinn, 
Jr., chairman of the 10th 
Street Park committee, to 
increase committee mem-
bership by four; one each 
representing youth softball 
and baseball, two as repre-
sentatives of the residents 
living adjacent to the park.

“I am not sure why we have 
to come up a plan tonight 
instead of the committee 
coming up with a plan to 

present to us,” Hoffman said.
Commissioner David Ash-

brook expressed skepticism 
either proposal would go any-
where or alter the dynamics, 
but the motion to table was 
met by widespread applause 
from the packed meeting 
room.

“Please don’t’ rush into 
this,” said resident Jill Beebe. 
“You’ve had a lot of ideas 
tossed out.”

Mayor Bo Patterson, who 
along with Commissioners 

Brett Lowry and Eric Langs-
ton, expressed a desire to move 
ahead, was the lone dissenting 
vote.

While Tuesday may have 
included the first city “work-
shop” on park plans, after two 
more hours of debate commis-
sioners have now expended 
meeting time over the past few 
months equivalent to a healthy 
chunk of a working day solely 
on the 10th Street Park.

City tables 10th Street park decision

Special to The Star

D e n n y  M c G l o n 
announced last week his 
intent to run for the Dis-
trict 1 seat on the Gulf 
County School Board.

Denny is a lifelong 
resident of Wewahitchka 
where he resides with his 
wife of 17 years, Tracy, 
and 14 year old daugh-
ter, Anna. He has been 
employed with the State 
of Florida Department of 
Corrections for the last 
19 years. Growing up in 
this community, gradu-
ating from WHS, and 
now having a daughter 
in school has driven his 
interest in serving on 
the Gulf County School 
Board. Denny has a pas-
sion for his community 
and a desire to be a ser-
vant leader.

Denny stated, “With 
all  elected positions 
comes great responsibil-
ity; responsibility to be a 
voice and advocate for 
the community; respon-
sibility to collaborate 
with others for a common 
goal; and responsibility 
to act with integrity at all 
times. These are respon-
sibilities that I will not 
take lightly.”

“The community of 
Wewahitchka, my com-
munity, has given so 
much to my family and 
myself over the years. I 
am looking for ways to 
give back,” stated Denny, 
“and I would appreciate 
your support on Election 
Day.”

Denny will be visiting 
homes in District 1 and 
looks forward to speak-
ing with members of the 
community.

McGlon 
announces 
School 
Board run

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star
 850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star  
tcroft@starfl.com

They say change is the only 
constant in life.

In a small school district, 
that administrators must 
wear several hats and cross-
training is also a reality.

Therefore, the new school 
year beginning next month 
will see some administrative 
changes within Gulf District 
Schools.

“To be a principal or an 
administrator … requires a 
set of standards and creden-
tials,” said Superintendent of 
Schools Jim Norton. “I think 
this is a good opportunity 
to cross-train some of our 
administrators.”

The most noteworthy 
change will occur at Wewa-
hitchka Elementary School.

Tracy Bowers, the school’s 
principal the past four years 
after being named Dis-
trict Teacher of the Year, is 
moving to the district office 

to take over assessment and 
testing duties.

Assuming the reins at the 
elementary school will be 
Billy Hoover, who has been 
supervising the district’s 
adult school and alterna-
tive programs as well as new 
safety initiatives.

“Tracy has gotten tre-
mendous results,” said 
Superintendent of Schools 
Jim Norton.

The school has improved 
FSA scores and school grades 
and for the past three years a 

teacher from the school has 
been named District Teacher 
of the Year.

However, Norton said, 
Bowers possesses talents 
to bolster the district as it 
strives to improve overall 
school and district scores as 
well as grades.

“She has real gifts for the 
very technical and raw data of 
testing,” Norton said. “She is 
being given an opportunity to 
apply those skills.

District makes administrative changes

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

Much like a box of Cracker 
Jacks,  Tuesday’s turtle 
release near the county line 
came with a surprise inside.

M o r e  t h a n  5 0  p e o p l e 
showed up for the scheduled 
release of one turtle along 
the beaches across from the 
Lookout Lounge, but the 
folks from Gulf World Marine 
Institute (GWMI) arrived 
with two.

It was worth the roughly 
15-minute delay due to traf-
fic snarls in Bay County.

The turtles were both juve-
nile turtles, roughly 5-10 
years, said Lauren Albrit-
tain, stranding coordinator 
for GWMI.

Until they are older, it is 
nigh impossible to discern 
the gender of a turtle.

The turtles, which seemed 
to have opposite reactions to 
all the fuss and the approach 
of home waters, arrived at 
GWMI under far different 
circumstances.

Paddy was supposed to be 
the sole attraction Tuesday.

Rescued by a turtle patrol 
volunteer (Gulf County and 
East Bay Turtle Patrol) on 
the south end of St. Joe Beach, 

Paddy arrived March 19, just 
after St. Patrick’s Day, hence 
the name.

Paddy had a compression 
fracture of the head, caused 
by a blunt force from an 
unknown source, Albrittain 
said, and swelling around the 
left eye.

A wellness check at GWMI, 
Albrittain added, revealed 
that the turtle was “not doing 
anything he was supposed to 
be doing.”

Not eating and thin, unable 
to dive.

HOMEWARD BOUND

Paddy was rescued on St. Joe Beach, found with a compression fracture. [TIM CROFT | THE STAR]

Bird is among the last of the turtles rescued during a January cold-
stun to be released. [TIM CROFT | THE STAR]

Two green sea 
turtles released

See CITY,  A3

See DISTRICT,  A3

See TURTLE,  A3
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Special to The Star

CARMEL, IN – Round 
Room LLC, the nation’s 
largest Verizon Authorized 
Wireless Retailer, announces 
today that its TCC and Wire-
less Zone stores are donating 
187,000 backpacks full of 
school supplies to ensure 
children across the U.S. are 
well prepared for the start 
of the school year. This 
donation marks TCC’s sixth 
annual School Rocks Back-
pack Giveaway. Since 2013, 
TCC has donated 752,000 
backpacks filled with sup-
plies to kids.

That includes the Port St. 

Joe store located in the Port 
City Shopping Center.

“We are thrilled to support 
the education of our youth in 
our communities,” said Scott 
Moorehead, CEO of Round 
Room, parent company of 
TCC. “By providing fami-
lies across the country with 
essential school supplies, 
we’re easing the back-to-
school shopping burden and 
helping set children up for 
success.”

More than 1,200 partici-
pating TCC and Wireless 
Zone stores across the U.S. 
are inviting local families and 
their children to visit select 
locations on Sunday, July 22, 

between 1-4 p.m. to pick up a 
backpack filled with various 
school supplies, including 
pencils, paper, a pencil box, 
folders and glue. One back-
pack per child present will be 
given away on a first-come, 
first-served basis while sup-
plies last.

Each participating TCC 
store will donate up to 220 
backpacks. All leftover back-
packs will be donated to local 
schools.

According to the National 
Retail Federation, families 
with school-aged children 
plan to spend an average 
$687.72 each, an 8 percent 
increase, for a total of $29.5 

billion, on school supplies 
this year. With nearly one 
of every five school-aged 
children in the U.S. living in 
poverty, TCC is working to 
alleviate the rising costs of 
school supplies through this 
annual program.

T C C  m a k e s  o n g o i n g 
investments in the local 
communities where it oper-
ates through its Culture of 
Good movement. 

Earlier this year, the com-
pany donated supply packs 
to more than 5,000 teach-
ers across the country and 
3,000 care kits to senior 
l i v i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  I n 
2017, TCC donated 172,000 

backpacks with school sup-
plies to children; 3,000 care 
kits to senior living com-
munities; and supply packs 
to more than 5,600 teachers 
and 2,500 veterans across the 
nation.

Supporters of the School 
R o c k s  B a c k p a c k  G i v e -
away are encouraged to use 
hashtags #SchoolRocks and 
#BetterTogether on Ins-
tagram and Twitter to help 
spread the word.

To learn more about TCC, 
visit www.TCCRocks.com. 
Customers can also connect 
with the company at www.
facebook.com/tcctalk and 
www.twitter.com/tcctalk.

TCC (Verizon) to donate backpacks full of school supplies Sunday

Star Staff Report

Turtle Talk at The Joe. The 
latest exhibit at The Joe 
Center for the Arts, located 
at 201 Reid Ave. in Port St. 
Joe, is a blend of art and sci-
ence, opening the door to a 
conversation about taking 
care of our planet and coastal 
community. This exhibition, 
“Turtles and Trash” runs all 
summer through Aug. 17; the 
Center is open Thursday-
Saturday. Every Thursday 
is Turtle Thursday, with a 
lecture, art workshop or a 
special treat, free and open 
to the public. Today’s special 
Turtle Talk will come from 
Jessica Swindall with the 
Florida Coastal Conservancy, 
who will talk about the danger 
of plastic to sea turtles, at 3 
p.m. ET. At 5 p.m. ET there 
will be art making. Check out 
the schedule online at: thejo-
ecenter.com or on Facebook. 
The exhibit is in partnership 
with the Florida Coastal Con-
servancy and the Port St. Joe 
Library.

 
‘Shoes for Kids’ fundraiser. 

The Port St. Joe Kiwanis 
Club will sponsor a “Shoes for 
Kids” event beginning 6 p.m. 
ET tonight at the Haughty 
Heron, part of the Heron’s 
Third Thursday benefit 
series. A low country shrimp 
boil gets things started at 6 
p.m. ET and at 7 p.m. will 
be the Mullet Toss contest. 
Live music will be playing 
throughout and there will be 
a 50/50 raffle. All proceeds 
from the shrimp boil, mullet 
toss and raffle will be used by 
the Kiwanis Club to benefit 
the children of the commu-
nity, specifically providing 
shoes to children of need.

The Haughty Heron is 
located at 117 Sailors Cove 
Drive in Port St. Joe.

 
Shop the SaltAir Farmers 

Market. The Port St. Joe Sal-
tAir Farmers Market, in its 
11th year, is held the first and 
third Saturdays of the month 

at City Commons adjacent to 
Port St. Joe City Hall, at the 
intersection of Reid Ave. and 
Cecil G. Costin, Sr. Blvd. The 
market is held 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m. ET. At the market you 
may find fresh seasonal pro-
duce, jewelry, tie dye, carved 
woodwork and much more.

 
Fundraiser for Addison James. 

Addison James is 8-years-old 
and has already had two brain 
surgeries to remove a malig-
nant tumor. She is undergoing 
radiation and chemo treat-
ments. The fundraiser, to 
assist with medical expenses, 
will be held 2-8 p.m. CT Sat-
urday at Living Water at the 
Beach Church, 1602 U.S. 98 
in Mexico Beach, across from 
the El Governor Motel. Bar-
becue dinners with a drink 
will available for $8, there will 
be a raffle for a new kayak and 
a silent auction, with an array 
of items, including local art 
work, fishing trips, restau-
rant gift certificates, jewelry, 
Engle cooler, a Penn rod and 
reel combo and more. For 
more info call Living Water 
Church at 850-705-1255 or 
Joan Lovelace at 527-2560.

 
Summer hours to climb the 

Cape San Blas Lighthouse. 
Summer hours begin today at 
the Cape San Blas Lighthouse. 
Venture to George Core Park 
in Port St. Joe and climb to 
the top, nearly 100 feet high. 
The lighthouse is open 11 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. ET Thursday 
through Saturday. For adults 
13 and over, the cost to climb 
is $5 and for children under 
12, but at least 44-inches 
tall, the cost for the climb 
is $3. Please, no flip-flops – 
climbers need sturdy shoes. 
In addition, the lighthouse 
is open, by appointment, for 
groups of 5 or more. The min-
imum charge is $25. Contact 
229-8261 to book an appoint-
ment for a group.

 
Growing tomatoes and the 

art of great salsa. Want to 
learn more about how to 

grow and care for toma-
toes? Want to learn how to 
make great salsa? Please 
join the Gulf County Exten-
sion Office and find out what 
varieties will grow best in the 

Panhandle, learn the require-
ments needed for a plentiful 
harvest and how to make deli-
cious salsa. The event will be 
presented by Gulf County 
Extension Agents, Ray Bodrey 

and Melanie Taylor, 12-1 p.m. 
ET Monday at the Corinne 
Costin Gibson Memorial 
Library in Port St. Joe. The 
event is free. Call 229-8879 
for more information.

Things to do this week

Turtles and Trash continues at The Joe Center for the Arts. “Turtle 
Talk” today. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Kiwanis fundraiser for “Shoes 
for Kids” tonight. [SPECIAL TO 

THE STAR]

Salt Air Farmers Market Saturday. [FILE PHOTO]Expanded summer hours to 
climb the lighthouse[ FILE 

PHOTO]

Learn how to grow tomatoes, make great salsa Monday. [SPECIAL TO 

THE STAR]

Fundraiser for Addie James 
Saturday. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]
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For the record, com-
missioners on Tuesday 
held a one-hour work-
shop which spilled over 
into the regular meeting 
and then spent more than 
hour of meeting time dis-
cussing, or rather having 
residents further discuss, 
the park plans.

And after  rehear-
ing and rehashing turf 
that has become all too 
familiar, some things 
seem painfully clear: 
somebody is going to 
walk away unhappy, as 
Langston has repeatedly 
said in urging the process 
forward.

First, any plan that 
includes an expansion 
of the 10th Street Park 
will face fierce pushback 
from residents in the 
neighborhood.

The process, too many 
residents, was rigged 
from the outset and their 
contention that expand-
ing the park is counter 
to the neighborhood 
aesthetics has found 
traction in the broader 
populace.

Several residents who 
do not live near the park 
spoke Tuesday to urge 
commissioners be more 
sensitive to the concerns 
of neighbors.

“The city did not do its 
due diligence” regarding 
neighboring property 
owners, Hoffman said. 
“We should take a step 
back.”

The outcry from those 
residents has resulted in 

the county committee all 
but washing its hand on a 
decision on a conceptual 
plan for the park, and 
holding just one meet-
ing since the citizens rose 
in protest over existing 
plans.

At that point, the com-
mittee had already met 
10 times.

C o u n t y  a t t o r n e y 
Jeremy Novak was pres-
ent during Tuesday’s 
workshop and meeting 
and reiterated that the 
committee, and Quinn, 
were seeking a plan, pro-
posed budget and other 
specifics from the city.

The Board of County 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  w i l l 
have the final decision on 
spending bed tax money 
for the project.

T h e  s e c o n d  f u l -
crum for the discussion 
remains Field of Dreams 
or other potential areas 
for expansion of sports 
opportunities.

To many residents, 
despite the county and 
city walking away from 
the project in 2010 over 
cost concerns, Field 
of Dreams is a viable 
option.

As some noted Tues-
day, with a estimated 
cost of over $2.1 mil-
lion, the park project will 
have to be performed in 
phases.

That will be a disrup-
tion to the ball leagues 
that lose fields and space 
while construction was 
ongoing and there remain 
widespread concerns 
among neighbors of the 
park over drainage and 
flooding.

Why not, several resi-
dents wondered, apply 

the $850,000 or so in bed 
tax dollars to a phased 
approach of construct-
ing a sports complex on 
Field of Dreams?

And, certainly, those 
cost estimates from 
2010, $6 million for 
construction, $250,000 
for annual maintenance, 
could be brought down 
by smart planning?

Additionally, Peters 
Park on the north side of 
the city, has an existing 
field, room to expand and 
could be used if the goal is 
to attract tournaments.

“We have to consider 
what we are doing city-
wide,” said resident 
Chester Davis.

The final reality is that 
at some point, deci-
sions are going to have 
to be made, with city 
now looking to a county 
committee while the 
committee looks to the 
city.

“We have beaten this 
to death,” Patterson said.

While there is no dead-
line for spending the bed 
tax dollars, the county is 
going to seek an exten-
sion of the fifth-penny 
of bed tax when it sun-
sets in about two years; 
action with the funding 
could be a consideration.

And a process which 
was full steam ahead as 
2018 arrived, and both 
city and county approved 
a conceptual plan, has 
halted, feelings have 
been bruised and tem-
pers flared.

As Davis noted, the 
entire debate has brought 
a level of acrimony which 
has made meeting nights 
heated affairs which 
eclipses other issues. 

CITY
From Page A1

“She will be a real asset 
to the district office.”

Hoover’s duties will be 
split between two other 
administrators.

His work overseeing the 
rollout of the district’s 
school safety programs 
in response to state leg-
islation passed early this 
year will be taken over by 
Bill Carr, the Assistant 
Superintendent for Busi-
ness Affairs.

M e a n w h i l e ,  D u a n e 
McFarland, who has been 
overseeing testing in the 
district, will take over at 
the adult school.

McFarland has also 
served in several other 
administrative roles, 
including two stretches 
as principal at Port St. Joe 
Jr./Sr. High School.

“He has vast and varied 
experiences as an admin-
istrator that makes him 
well-suited to the posi-
tion and I am confident 
he will do well there,” 
Norton said.

Norton said Hoover 
was excited about the 
opportunity to return to 
a school site.

“ H e  i s  e x c i t e d  t o 
death,” Norton said. “He 
is very passionate about 
his new position.

“His energy and opti-
mism are certain to have 
a positive impact on what 
is already a wonderful 
school climate. I think 
administrators moving 
from the district office 
to a school setting bring 
newness and passion.”

The changes, Norton 
said, are simply part of the 
process taken during the 
summer, as the district 
reboots to a new year.

In part, it is also a real-
ization that many district 

administrators, includ-
ing Carr, McFarland and 
Assistant Superintendent 
of Instruction Lori Price, 
are in the deferred retire-
ment program, DROP, 
and will retire in the next 
five years.

Financial officer Sissy 
Worley is also in DROP.

The need for new blood 
within the administra-
tion, requiring a degree 
of cross-training among 
personnel, is simply part 
and parcel for a small 
school district.

“In a growing, thriving 
district, change is inevi-
table,” Norton said. “But 
it is our choice how we 
choose to embrace that 
change.

“I  truly feel  these 
changes are in the best 
interest of our district. 
The changes take place 
immediately so that we 
can be assured of a smooth 
transition and start up to 
the new school year.”

DISTRICT
From Page A1

The turtles were put in the water; they are likely headed to St. Joseph Bay. [TIM CROFT | 

THE STAR]

“After some time, with 
therapy and antibiotics, 
(Paddy) is doing every-
thing he is supposed to be 
doing, diving, foraging,” 
Albrittain said.

P a d d y  p i c k e d  u p 
weight, still has vision in 
both eyes and was deter-
mined healthy enough for 
release by the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission.

Bird, on the other hand, 
arrived at GWMI in Janu-
ary, nearly six months ago 

to the day.
The turtle, likely older 

given its larger size com-
pared to Paddy, was 
among the roughly 1,200 
turtles, nearly all from St. 
Joseph Bay, transported 
to GWMI after a cold-
stun event.

Of those 1,200, all but 
about 30 were released 
immediately after the 
warming of body and bay 
waters.

“Bird is one of the last 
to be cleared for release,” 
Albrittain said. “He was 
just cleared. He just 
needed a little more TLC.”

Maybe, if little is known 
about turtles, the specta-
tors could discern which 

had been away from home 
the longest.

Paddy seemed almost 
apathetic, a few “meh” 
flipper gestures while 
carried to the water and 
diving below the surface.

Bird, once brought out 
of the tub used to carry 
the turtle to the beach, 
put the flippers on ener-
gizer, as if gesturing for 
everybody to just get out 
of the way.

Although nothing is 
known for scientific fact, 
being juvenile green sea 
turtles the two are likely 
headed to St. Joseph Bay, 
a home to a sizable popula-
tion of such turtles due to 
the fertile seagrass beds.

TURTLE
From Page A1
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OPINION

W e are often invited to 
meetings, gatherings 
or parties based on who 

we know and what we know and 
the value we add. “They’re from 
Alabama, let’s invite them,” is 
not necessarily the type of reason 
you normally hear, but it was just 
fine by me. I’m proud of where 
I am from and how I grew up.

Of course I was lectured on how 
I was to behave and how I was not 
supposed to talk. It seems that as 
my children grow up, go to college 
and move on, I am the one who 
gets the lectures on how to act 
and how to keep my mouth shut.

Usually for an invitation to 
dinner, I get told not to add any-
thing to my already Southern 
twang. I have been accused of 
adding layers to my accent and 
embellishing stories when it 
comes to dealing with folks who 
want to spend an evening with 
someone “from the South.”

Promising nothing other than 
that I would wear shoes, I looked 
forward to this evening with 
friends and the fellow’s father, 
who was kind of like the guest 
of honor. Perhaps, I should stop 
and note here that this fellow was 
a preacher or minister or rever-
end. I like saying preacher, so I 
will call him “Preacher.” Having 
recently lost his wife after many 
wonderful years of marriage, 
the Preacher was visiting his son 
and daughter in law, who are our 
friends and they invited us over. 
Some people outside of my house 
find me entertaining, thus that 
is what I attributed the invita-
tion (entertainment value).

I like these folks and like the 
food they put on the table. I never 

turn down an invitation from 
someone who throws good food. 
This fellow is always making beer 
and wanting me to “taste” it for 
him. I am very capable of helping 
with that task also. On top of that, 
they always have at least one dog 
around. Another clincher for me – 
dogs understand me and like me…

Meeting this new fellow, the 
Preacher, I liked him immedi-
ately. Evidently, while grow-
ing up and living in the Bronx, 
he had a friend or acquaintance 
from Alabama living close by. 
There was my connection, he 
knew a fellow from Alabama 
way back when and he liked him 
(so maybe he would like me).

The Alabama gentleman was 
a truck driver who had a very 
colorful life it seemed. This was 
back in the 50’s and I’m sure 
everybody knew everything 
about folks in their neighbor-
hood. I’m pretty sure they 
even talked to each other.

Mr. Arnold was the truck 
driver’s name and he had a wife 
that would take five buses to get 
to Orchard Beach to do her sun-
ning in the summer. Going to 
the beach seemed kind of out of 
the norm for the 50’s and New 
York. I’ve always had this picture 
in my mind of women not get-
ting out in the sun “back then.”

The Preacher described Mr. 
Arnold’s wife as having very 
“leathery” skin when tanned, 
almost like it had been saddle-
soaped. The Preacher should 
have been a writer, he had a 
way with words. The Preacher 
also had fond memories of Mr. 
Arnold’s son, noting that he 
wanted to be a chemist or an 
inventor or something. His best 
memory of the Arnold boy was 
that of the “kitchen explosion” 
– a result of one of his chemistry 
experiments. It was the talk of 
the neighborhood and not the 
“explosion” has made its way 
south almost 70 years later.

Before long, I understood that 

I was meant to be here talking 
to this insurance fellow turned 
preacher, because he told good 
stories and had a lot of good 
advice mixed in with all of them.

During this dinner conversa-
tion, I was sweating, water run-
ning off the top of head and nose 
and everything else. This fellow’s 
specialty is Thai food and it can be 
spicy at times. The kind of spicy 
that makes me sweat just look-
ing at it. For the record, I like it.

We continued to talk, listen 
to real country music by the 
likes of Waylon, Willie, George 
Jones, Patsy Cline, Hank Wil-
liams, Jr. and Conway Twitty. 
This Preacher appreciated and 
knew good country music. 
Of course, I had to throw in 
the fact that Brenda Lee was 
my cousin, be it third, fourth 
or fifth. He was impressed 
(as he should have been).

We talked kids, country music 
and the Bible. I enjoy talking to 
preachers. This one was a very 
wise one. I minded my manners. 
I didn’t put any extra Duke’s 
Mayonnaise on my Southern 
accent and I didn’t comment 
about the wine being from Bull 
Run (rather than Manassas).

I found out that the Preacher 
had actually made his decision 
later in life to preach the Gospel. 
He had been in the insurance 
business and got the call as folks 
do. The best part of the night was 
when he told about where he went 
to seminary and that “Billy Gra-
ham actually signed his diploma.”

I didn’t say it outloud, but I 
thought to myself, “That’s bigger 
than Brenda Lee being my cousin.”

He reached to shake my hand 
when I left, I hugged him and 
told him that I appreciated him. 
We often are given gifts in the 
form of the pleasure of meet-
ing folks we needed to meet. I 
appreciate those gifts most of all.

Read more stories at www.
CranksMyTractor.com.

C R A N K S  M Y  T R AC T O R

God, sweat and beers

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

I took it to be a coiled up serpent 
at first. But it was a little too 
green. At sixty-nine miles an 

hour you had to look quick! And 
by the time I figured out it was a 
garden hose, I was already by it. 
Nine or ten mile markers flashed 
by as I pondered on how a per-
fectly rolled up garden hose got 
left in the middle of the interstate.

It was actually more like three 
fourths of a hose. The metal ends 
where it could be attached to 
something were missing. You’d 
think it fell off a truck, maybe 
heading to a garbage dump. But 
it could never have withstood 
the fall, bounce and slide…..
and still been coiled so tightly. 
Plus, with today’s strict ref-
uge rules, what landfill is so far 
away that you’ve got to travel 
down an interstate to get to it.

I could think of only two logical 
explanations: It was put there by 
aliens to spy on the driving habits 
of earth people OR I had unknow-
ingly entered The Twilight Zone.

Either rationalization was 
fraught with possibilities. We all 
know aliens exist in some form 
or fashion. I remember the Hal-
loween Leon got “taken” up into 
the flying saucer. He escaped and 
staggered home convinced their 
technology was far advanced 
over ours. Maybe they meta-
morphose into garden hoses to 
study our migration patterns.

I don’t know a thing about 

space, time and dimensions. But 
I remember as a kid Rod Serling 
coming on TV each week and 
taking us someplace where the 
paranormal was routine. If this 
Twilight Zone could have vacant 
cities where cigars were found still 
smoking or apelike men walked 
on airplane wings at 20,000 feet 
or coffee pots boiled in empty 
cafes……a garden hose laying 
in a highway for reasons known 
only to Rod would be a snap.

It does make life more fun!
I’m always amazed to see the 

lone shoe abandoned on the side 
of the road. And I say single shoe 
because you never see the mate. 
My mind goes into overdrive. 
There can’t be that many one 
legged men in America! What 
could cause a guy to kick off one 
shoe and not the other? What 
could be chasing him? Is there 
some sinister tale that begins “It 
was a dark and stormy night….” 
that accompanies every soli-
tary shoe on the side of a road.

All this footwear could not 
have dropped off garbage trucks! 
Maybe a child in the back seat 
wanted to see if a flip flop would 
fly. Perhaps an angry motor-
ist threw an Ecco at the guy 
who was following too close. It 
could be an old hound dog drug 
one of Bubba’s steel toed Husky 
boots off the front porch.

I’ve seen a Nike Air Max in 
cattle country. And an eighteen 
inch Justin cowboy boot rest-
ing comfortably in downtown 
Indianapolis. I try to guess the 
size every time. And of course, 
my mind goes to conjuring up a 
story of how one shoe makes it to 
this particular spot on this par-
ticular day at this particular road. 
I wonder if “left” or “right” is 

the more dominate one dropped, 
lost, forsaken, thrown away….

Do you reckon anyone ever 
stops and tries a shoe on? 
Who eventually picks these 
things up? Is there a national 
one shoe lost and found?

You know, it could be that 
aliens only have one foot.

I saw a pillow less than a mile 
from the house just this week 
lying in the middle of Knowles 
Road. I thought it a strange place 
to take a nap. Even if you were 
from another planet! It was the 
ever plentiful gray pillow with 
the white and blue stripes.

Again, you can believe the 
garbage theory if you want to. 
But I prefer to think of some lost 
soul pilgriming across America, 
down to his last nickel. A big 
Cadillac pulls up beside him and 
offers a ride. It’s his girlfriend 
who had been searching for him 
since 2011. Her daddy struck oil 
outside of Lawton, Oklahoma. 
They, and he, were million-
aires! Shoot, the last thing he 
needed now was an old pillow.

If it had been full of feath-
ers I would have picked it up.

I don’t remember shoes, pillows 
or old hoses being cast out by the 
highway when I was learning to 
drive. Those were way too valu-
able to discard, or lose. Mostly 
things left in the road back then 
were dead raccoons or a scrag-
gly opossum scattered here and 
there. No imagination needed 
with these road kills; and certainly 
not worthy of a clandestine story 
or Twilight Zone material for sure.

We did stop and see if the 
body was still warm.

 
Respectfully,
Kes 

H U N K E R  D O W N

Counting alien feet…
 
Dear Editor,
What is wrong with RVs? There has 

been a lot of venom recently against 
having RVs on lots with maybe just a 
pole barn and no permanent house struc-
ture. I know a lot of homeowners will 
be (angry) at this opinion, but I think 
it is time someone presented a differ-
ent view. First of all, I will say that I am 
a Gulf County homeowner and live in 
the Jones Homestead area—one of those 
areas targeted to run out the RVers.

The first argument against RVs in 
our community seems to be that they 
don’t pay their fair share of property 
taxes since they don’t have a perma-
nent structure on the lot. (You always 
gotta follow the money, huh?…). That 
may be true, but think about it guys.

They spend thousands to buy a lot, 
more to fix it up with utilities, pole barns, 
fences, landscaping and of course the 
RV itself and then COME to Gulf County 
to spend money. Lots of money, in our 
restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, 
gift shops, and of course bait shops. 
Why are we discouraging this! Yes, 
they could stay in one of our RV parks 
for $700-1,000 a month and then they 
may just choose to stay elsewhere where 
they are more welcomed in the future!

If they buy a lot in our community 
they will come back HERE. Are we a 
tourist town or not? Many of these 
RVers have another home elsewhere 
but spend months here with us. (I got 
to wonder if it is the RV park owners, 
motels, and vacation rental industry 
that might be behind this whole push).

A second major charge against 
them seems to be that they cause 
the property values to go down.

I’m sorry, but I would much rather 
have somebody with a $100,000 RV 
next door to me than some of these run-
down houses and trailers around here. 
RVs are much easier to move if they are 
abandoned and fall into disrepair and the 
land then sold for new and better uses.

A more “permanent” abandoned trailer 
or cheaply built house often becomes an 
eyesore for the neighborhood for many 
years. There are some places in Jones 
Homestead where a single wide trailer 
has become so unlivable, in such a state 
of utter disrepair, that they have simply 
set up a second one (just as run down) 
on the same lot leaving the gutted aban-
doned one as a piece of yard junk that 
has got to be a health and fire hazard.

If these people had RVs at 
least they could move off (even 
sell) the junk ones easier.

To be fair, I don’t think a single resi-
dential lot should be turned into a mini 
RV park either. (I’m in favor of a One lot 
/One house rule.) I would much rather 
the county and city spend their time 
and money on creating/enforcing a junk 
ordinance rather than create new zon-
ing issues to just single out and pick on 
RVs—many of which are far nicer than 
many homes and trailers in an area. I 
mean we live in Florida. RV heaven! Why 
are we trying so hard to chase them out?

Just askin’!

Deb Mays
Jones Homestead 
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The spoken word is given scant 
attention; the printed word 
is thoughtfully weighed. The 
spoken word barely asserts; the 
printed word thoroughly con-
vinces. The spoken word is lost; 
the printed word remains.

BN Heard

Kesley Colbert

A more “permanent” abandoned 
trailer or cheaply built house 
often becomes an eyesore for the 
neighborhood for many years. 
There are some places in Jones 
Homestead where a single wide 
trailer has become so unlivable, in 
such a state of utter disrepair, that 
they have simply set up a second 
one ( just as run down) on the same 
lot leaving the gutted abandoned 
one as a piece of yard junk that has 
got to be a health and fi re hazard.
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LOCAL

Special to The Star

Tallahassee Mayor and 
Democratic candidate for 
governor Andrew Gillum 
talked with voters last Friday 
at Gulf Coast State College 
Gulf/Franklin Campus about 
topics ranging from investing 
in public education to trans-
forming Florida’s economy.

As mayor of Tallahas-
see, Gillum has overseen the 
fastest-growing economy per 
capita in Florida and led on 
environmental issues, includ-
ing opening a 120-acre solar 
farm that tripled Tallahas-
see’s solar production.

“Leaning in to the green 
economy” is part of his vision 
for building an economy for 
Florida with higher-paying 
jobs.

“We ought to be show-
ing the rest of the world how 
to deal with the impacts of 
global climate change,” he 
told the crowd. “We ought 
to be leading on solar energy 
as the Sunshine State. We 
ought to be leading in the 
kind of innovations that can 
be created and exported to 
other parts of the country 
and, indeed, other parts of 
the world.”

Gillum credits his own 
success to a quality public 
education and wants to 
strengthen Florida’s public 
education system by funding 
public schools over charter 
schools, expanding access to 
early childhood education, 
ending high-stakes test-
ing and increasing teacher 

salaries.
“You value and you pay 

for what you consider to be 
worthy,” he said. “Our kids 
are worthy. Our communi-
ties are worthy. Their futures 
are worthy. 

We need a Governor who 
understands their worthiness 
and makes those invest-
ments and I want to be that 
Governor.”

He also urged voters to pass 
Amendment 4 in November to 
restore voting rights to Florid-
ians with felony convictions 
after they have completed all 
terms of their sentence.

“We deserve a forgiv-
ing state where once you 
have committed your crime, 
and you’ve paid your debt 
to society and you’ve reen-
tered it, you ought to have 

your civil right to vote. You 
ought to get back your right 
to participate.”

Gillum faces former U.S. 
Rep. Gwen Graham, former 
Miami Beach mayor Philip 
Levine, Palm Beach real estate 
developer Jeff Greene, and 
Orlando businessman Chris 
King in the August 28 primary 
election. Early voting begins 
Aug. 18.

The Gulf County Democrats 
hosted the event.

“The Gulf County Demo-
crats are happy to welcome to 
our public monthly meetings 
candidates seeking all levels 
of political office,” said Chair 
Shannon Stallings.

Candidate for Florida’s 2nd 
Congressional district Bran-
don Peters will speak at the 
Aug. 13 meeting.

Gillum, candidate for governor, visits Gulf County

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

  To understand the array 
of services provides by the 
Florida Department of Health 
in Gulf County, pencil in Aug. 
3, which is a Friday, on the 
calendar.

That day the health depart-
ment will  host “Florida 
Health Day” from 11 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. ET in Port St. 
Joe’s Frank Pate Park.

Consider Florida Health 
Day to be something of 
amalgam of what the health 
department does every other 

day of the year, said Sarah 
Hinds, Executive Director 
of the Florida Department of 
Health in Gulf County.

“We participate in many 
community events through-
out the year and these have 
always been great opportu-
nities to highlight national 
observances, seasonal topics 
or a specific program,” Hinds 

said.
“Florida Health Day will 

offer that one-stop shop 
experience for residents 
to learn about their health 
department and meet public 
health staff serving their 
community.”

The event, free to the 
public and a first for the 
county health department, 

will include educational 
booths set up by each pro-
gram or department within 
the health department.

There will be educational 
materials and giveaways 
while residents have the 
opportunity to learn about 
the programs such as envi-
ronmental health, tobacco 
prevention, Healthy Fami-
lies, Healthy Start, the health 
department’s clinic, Women, 
Infants and Children (WIC) 
and much more.

“We are working on a vari-
ety of projects to increase 
awareness of public health 
programs in our communi-
ties,” Hinds said.

Among the events the 
health department par-
ticipates in to raise that 

awareness is the Tupelo 
Honey Festival, safety day, 
health fairs and faith-based 
health projects, such as 
screenings.

“The health department 
provides a variety of services 
to individuals and families 
and we also work closely with 
community organizations to 
improve health where people 
live, learn, work and play,” 
Hinds said. 

“That’s why we seem to be 
everywhere throughout the 
community.”

But lest one think that 
Florida Health Day is all 
business, no play, the event 
will also include sno-balls, 
door prizes, and a coloring 
station for the youngsters 
and free health screenings.

Florida Health Day is set for August 3

Andrew Gillum, Democratic candidate for Florida Governor, visited 
Gulf County last Friday. [PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Gillum had prepared remarks and met individually with voters. 

FDOH-Gulf County 
to host park event

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

The resurfacing and repav-
ing of Reid Ave. in downtown 
Port St. Joe will begin Sunday, 
Aug. 5.

Bill Kennedy, executive 
director of the Port St. Joe 
Redevelopment Agency, said 
the work would be done at 
night, 10 p.m. until 7 a.m., and 
should only impact, in minor 
fashion, two businesses.

Kennedy said the work 
would take 2-3 weeks to com-
plete, depending on weather.

How the work will unfold, 
he added, will not be fully 
understood until the contrac-
tor is on site.

Complicating the effort will 
be that some blocks of Reid 
will need deeper resurfacing 
than others; for example, the 

two middle blocks are par-
ticularly rutted.

The work will be funded via 
a $200,000 loan to the PSJRA 
from the city of Port St. Joe.

The money is road bond 
funding, with the PSJRA 
reimbursing the city.

The PSJRA will also move 
ahead with a plan to extend 
the existing community rede-
velopment area designation, 
which will sunset in the next 
few years.

The immediate task is 
drafting a written plan detail-
ing the city’s goals with the 
DRA and potential actions to 
meet those goals.

“The plan is very com-
prehensive,” Kennedy said, 

much like the 2009 master 
plan for the PSJRA.

The plan would have to 
be approved by the PSJRA 
board, which is comprised of 
city commissioners and two 
citizens filling at-large seats, 
before being forwarded to the 
City Commission.

Extending the CRA desig-
nation will take about a year, 
Kennedy said.

As the city seeks to extend 
the CRA, Commissioner 
David Ashbrook asked his 
fellow commissioners to con-
sider the “direction” of the 
PSJRA and whether citizen 
representation on the board 
should be increased.

TIF funding

This year, the expanded 
PSJRA boundaries, which 
include much of the neigh-
borhood of North Port St. 
Joe, realized a positive reve-
nue flow from Tax Increment 
Funding.

The TIF, which earmarks a 
percentage of any increase in 
base property values within 
the redevelopment bound-
aries, provides the PSJRA 
funding.

This  is  the first  year 
since the boundaries were 
expanded that the expanded 
area was in the positive on 
TIF; the amount is $10,000 of 
the overall $40,000 increase 
in TIF dollars, Kennedy said.

“It came a little sooner than 
expected,” Kennedy said.

During the regular city 
meeting later  Tuesday, 
commissioners decided to 

earmark a portion of that 
$10,000 to fund the initial 
tasks in implementing the 
plan to rezone Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Blvd.

City budget

During the Tuesday regular 
city meeting, commissioners 
approved a tentative millage 
rate of 4.5914.

For most of the past decade, 
city commissioners have set 
a tentative rate to allow flex-
ibility in crafting a budget; 
the millage rate has always 
returned to 3.5914.

Taxing authorities must 
establish a tentative millage 
rate by Aug. 1.

At that point, the millage 
rate can not be increased; it 
can only be lowered.

A mill is equal to $1 for 
every $1,000 of taxable per-
sonal property.

Resurfacing and repaving for Reid Ave work to begin Aug. 5

“We ought to be showing the rest of the world how to 
deal with the impacts of global climate change. We 
ought to be leading on solar energy as the Sunshine 
State. We ought to be leading in the kind of innovations 
that can be created and exported to other parts of the 
country and, indeed, other parts of the world.”

Andrew Gillum

“We participate in many community events throughout 
the year and these have always been great opportunities 
to highlight national observances, seasonal topics or a 
specifi c program. Florida Health Day will off er that one-
stop shop experience for residents to learn about their 
health department and meet public health staff  serving 
their community.”

Sarah Hinds

As the city seeks to extend the CRA, Commissioner 
David Ashbrook asked his fellow commissioners to 
consider the “direction” of the PSJRA and whether citizen 
representation on the board should be increased.

SEE  MORE ONLINE AT STARFL.COM
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Special to The Star

If you haven’t made it 
out yet, the red snapper 
season for recreational 
anglers fishing from 
private vessels and for 
charter captains who do 
not have a federal reef fish 
permit is open through 
July 20, closing July 21. 
The federal season for 
for-hire operations with 
federal reef fish permits 
is open through July 21, 
closing July 22.

Share your real-time 
catch data with us by 
downloading and using 
the iAngler Gulf Red 
Snapper app for private 
anglers or the iAngler 
Gulf Red Snapper Char-
ter app if you are a charter 

operation. These new 
smartphone apps were 
designed specifically for 
voluntary reporting of red 
snapper catch informa-
tion and are available via 
your phone’s app store.

Don’t forget to add 
Gulf Reef Fish Angler on 
your license (includes 
those that are exempt) 
before you go fishing 
for reef fish from a pri-
vate recreational boat 
in Gulf state and federal 
waters (excluding Monroe 
County). You can get this 
printed on your license at 
no cost atGoOutdoors-
Florida.com or by visiting 
any location where you 
can purchase a license.

For-hire operations 
that do not have a federal 

reef fish permit are lim-
ited to state waters only 
for red snapper fishing 
and must have State Gulf 
Reef Fish Charter on their 
license to target red snap-
per and other reef fish in 
Gulf state waters (exclud-
ing Monroe County). This 
can be done at no cost at a 
local tax collector’s office.

To learn more about the 
40-day recreational red 
snapper season in Gulf 
state and federal waters, 
including season size and 
bag limits, visit MyFWC.
com/Snappers.

Federal fishery man-
agers are expected to 
announce an Atlantic red 
snapper season for federal 
waters soon. Learn more 
at sero.nmfs.noaa.gov.

Recreational red snapper 
season closes July 21 in Gulf 
state and federal waters

Star Staff Report

Gulf County Sheriff’s 
Office investigators are 
seeking assistance after 

an attempted arson in 
Wewahitchka.

On Tuesday, July 10, 
at approximately 1:47 
a.m., the Sheriff’s Office 

received a report of two 
male subjects seen flee-
ing the Highway 22 Bar 
located at 1747 State Road 
22 in Wewahitchka.

Deputies responded to 
the scene and found that 
the inside of the busi-
ness was saturated with 
gasoline. Investigators 

are actively investigating 
what appears to be a failed 
arson attempt.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact 

Sgt. Larry Dickey with 
the Gulf County Sher-
iff’s Office at 227-1115, 
or Crime Stoppers at 
785-TIPS.

Gulf County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce investigating arson attempt

Special to The Star

W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o 
announce the open-
ing of a new Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FWC) 
program. The 2018-19 
Lionfish Educational 
Exhibit Program offers 
public facilities the oppor-
tunity to apply for financial 
assistance in creating edu-
cational exhibit displays 
about the lionfish invasion. 
The goal of the program is 
to increase awareness and 
ensure consistent, accu-
rate messaging.

Facilities with exist-
ing lionfish educational 
exhibits or an inter-
est in creating one are 

encouraged to apply. 
Approved applicants 
may be eligible for up to 
$2,499 in assistance for 
the creation of educational 
displays about lionfish.

To learn more and 
apply for the program, 

visit MyFWC.com/Lion-
fish. Applications will be 
accepted from now until 
March 29, 2019. We hope 
you will participate in this 
exciting program and help 
increase public awareness 
of the lionfish invasion.

FWC helps support 
educational lionfi sh exhibits

[COURTESY OF BOB AND CAROL COX]



* **

The Star | Thursday, July 19, 2018 A7



* **

A8 Thursday, July 19, 2018 | The Star

F I S H I N G  R E P O R T

We have had a lot of rain and storms the last 
couple weeks and this has made fishing a little 
difficult having to outrun the storms or being 
run off the beach while trying to fish. Never the 
less fishing has not been to bad on the Forgot-
ten Coast.

 Flats fishing has not been bad but you have to 
be on the water very early and hit it hard with 
live shrimp or soft plastics. Trout and Redfish 
are being taken and plenty of slot fish out there.

 Flounder has been real good since spring and 
we've seen some nice fish. Our favorite bait is 
Bull Minnows but white or cream colored grubs 
will take fish as well. 

Off shore Snapper continues to be great with 
many very nice fish showing up. With only a 
couple weeks left for Snapper get out there 
anglers and make it happen. Keep in mind 
though that next month we'll move in to Scal-
lop season if everything stays as it is the season 
will open Aug. 17 and run till Sept. 30.

 

OUTDOORS C O N TAC T  U S
Email outdoor news to 
tcroft@starfl.com

Special to The Star

The Gammons family from Jackson, TN nabbed 
some sharks while fishing July 7 with Capt. Joey and 
St. Vincent Island Shuttle. 

Shark bites

[SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

T he Florida Fish 
and Wildlife 
Conservation 

Commission’s (FWC) 
2017 Landowner of the 
Year Award winner, 
Cal Cooksey, annu-
ally plants dove fields 
on his family’s Gads-
den County property, 
and for the past few 
years has hosted youth 
dove hunts through 
the Youth Hunting 
Program of Florida.

“The future of hunt-
ing hinges on finding 
fun and exciting ways 
to attract new people to 
the outdoors and keep 
them engaged. Taking 
someone dove hunting 
for the first time is a 
great way to accomplish 
this,” said Cooksey.

When asked what 
the best thing a new 
hunter can do to pre-
pare for a dove hunt, 
he said to shoot trap 
or sporting clays at a 
local shooting range. 
To find a public FWC-
managed shooting 
range near you, go to 
MyFWC.com/Ranges.

“Trap shooting so 
closely imitates dove 
hunting, and the same 
way you have to lead 
that clay before pull-
ing the trigger, it’s the 
same as with a dove in 
flight,” Cooksey said.

When Cooksey puts 
a group of hunters in 
one of his planted dove 
fields, he makes sure to 
space them a good, safe 
150 yards apart. He says 
it’s best if a new dove 
hunter can sit alongside 
an experienced hunter, 
so they can pick up tips 
on identifying doves. 
He also said there’s a 
lot of great informa-
tion available on the 
internet to learn how 
to identify doves as 
well as how to field 
dress and cook them.

“I love being able to 
share with others what 
I’ve had all my life, and 
see people get excited 
when they have a suc-
cessful hunt and start 
learning about conser-
vation,” Cooksey said.

Dove Club

Because dove hunt-
ing is one of the best 
ways to introduce new 
people to hunting and 
enjoy time afield with 
friends and family, the 
FWC created its Spe-
cial-Opportunity Dove 
Club Program. It offers 
hunters the chance to 
experience dove hunt-
ing on the state’s best 
public dove fields.

Dove Club permits 
enable one adult and 
one youth (age 15 or 
younger) to hunt all 
scheduled dates of a 
dove field, and each 
hunter gets to take a 

daily bag limit of birds. 
Hunters have the choice 
of applying as a “group” 
with up to three adult 
hunters, or they can 
apply as an individual. 
Permits cost $150 per 
adult hunter. All hunts 
take place on Saturdays 
from noon until sunset. 
Scheduled hunt dates 
and number of hunts 
vary between fields.

This coming season, 
there will be the same 
five special-oppor-
tunity dove fields as 
there were last year.

Five fi elds to 
choose from

Frog Pond North 
Public Small Game 
Hunting Area in Miami-
Dade County has his-
torically been a top 
producer of harvested 
doves. This year, there 
will be 23 Dove Club 
permits available to 
hunt 120 acres planted 
in Japanese millet, 
dove proso, browntop 
millet and sorghum.

There are 13 Dove 
Club permits avail-
able to hunt the 100 
acres of browntop 
millet at Allapat-
tah Flats Public Small 
Game Hunting Area in 
Martin County, east 
of Lake Okeechobee.

Hilochee Wildlife 
Management Area 
in Lake County has 
15 Dove Club per-
mits available to 
hunt on 80 acres. 

This year, the field 
will be planted in 
Japanese millet, dove 
proso, browntop mil-
let and sorghum.

Putnam County’s 
Caravelle Ranch 
Wildlife Management 
Area has three fields 
that total about 125 
acres, and 30 Dove 
Club permit holders 
will be able to hunt 
over browntop millet, 
Japanese millet, dove 
proso, sorghum, buck-
wheat and sunflower.

The remaining field 
is at Tenoroc Public 
Small Game Hunting 
Area in Polk County, 
with 13 Dove Club per-
mits available to hunt 
the 50 acres. Planting 
on this field is cur-
rently delayed due to 
wet field conditions.

How to apply

Dove Club permits 
will be issued by ran-
dom drawing during 
Phase I. That applica-
tion period runs from 
10 a.m. EDT on July 
6 through July 16.

After obtaining the 
correct application 

worksheet by going to 
MyFWC.com/License 
and clicking on “Lim-
ited Entry/Quota 
Hunts,” you can apply 
for these season passes 
by filling out a single 
worksheet (with up to 
five dove field choices) 
and turning it in at 
any county tax col-
lector’s office, license 
agent or by applying 
online at GoOutdoors-
Florida.com. During 
Phase I, hunters may be 
awarded a permit for 
only one dove field.

You can check the 
drawing results as early 
as July 20 by logging 
into your customer 
account at GoOut-
doorsFlorida.com, 
and a pop-up mes-
sage will let you know 
if you were success-
ful. And any applicant 
who provides an email 
address will also be 
notified by email. If you 
are successful in get-
ting drawn, you can pay 
for it online by clicking 
on the “Claim” link in 
the “Permit Applica-
tions” section of your 
customer account, or 
at any of the above-
mentioned license 
agents by July 30.

Dove hunters 
online update

Brochures on these 
areas are available 
online at MyFWC.com/
Dove. You can find 
tips and regulations on 
dove hunting there as 
well. Also at that web 
address, beginning in 
late September, hunt-
ers will be able to find 
the most up-to-date 
harvest information on 
these special-oppor-
tunity dove fields. The 
website is updated 
weekly through-
out dove season.

St. Vincent Island 
whitetail hunts

St. Vincent Island is 
a wonderful place that 
remains unchanged 
from what old Florida 
looked like. The unde-
veloped barrier island 
in northwest Florida’s 
Franklin County offers 
two white-tailed 
deerhunts on the 
12,490-acre national 
wildlife refuge.

The first deer hunt 
is Nov. 15-17 and is 
an archery hunt. Only 
vertical bows may be 
used, unless a hunter 
has a Disabled Cross-
bow Permit, in which 
case a crossbow may 
be used as well.

During the second 
white-tailed hunt, 

hunters may use bows, 
crossbows and muzzle-
loaders. That hunt 
is Jan. 17-19, 2019. 
There are 250 per-
mits available for each 
of the two hunts at a 
cost of $27.50 each.

If you’d like to expe-
rience the thrills and 
solitude of primi-
tive hunting on St. 
Vincent Island, all 
you have to do is buy 
a permit in July.

Accessing the 
island

You can only get to 
St. Vincent Island by 
boat, and if you don’t 
bring your own, you 
can make a deal with 
one of the local char-
ter captains to take 
you to the island and 
bring you back after 
the hunt. For a list of 
boat captains that offer 
this service, contact 
the Apalachicola Bay 
Chamber of Com-
merce at 653-9419.

Did I mention it’s 
primitive?

The island has no 
electricity, so it’s all 
about primitive camp-
ing for three days. 
You’re allowed to have 
a small campfire, using 
only wood you bring 
with you or deadwood 
you find on the ground. 
And it’s recommended 
that you bring a bicycle 
to get to and from 
your hunting spot.

If you harvest any 
game, however, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice staff will pick 
you and your animal 
up in one of their 
trucks. In addition, 
transportation to and 
from hunting spots 
and accommodations 
is available to hunt-
ers with disabilities.

How to get a permit

If you’d like to pur-
chase a permit for 
one or both of these 
primitive hunts, get the 
appropriate worksheet 
by going to MyFWC.
com/License and click-
ing on “Limited Entry/
Quota Hunts.” Once 
you’ve completed it, 
you may buy the permit 
at GoOutdoorsFlorida.
com or from any county 
tax collector’s office or 
retail outlet that sells 
hunting and fishing 
supplies, beginning 10 
a.m. EDT onJuly 12. But 
you had better be quick, 
’cause these permits 
are being offered first-
come, first-served 
until they’re gone.

If you’re looking 
for a great hunt in a 
truly beautiful remote 
place and don’t mind 
roughing it a bit, you 
will really enjoy St. 
Vincent Island. But 
make sure you’re 
prepared for inclem-
ent weather because 
you never know 
what Mother Nature 
might throw at you.

July ‘Outta’ the Woods’

Tony YoungTony Young

When Cooksey puts a group of hunters in one of 
his planted dove fi elds, he makes sure to space 
them a good, safe 150 yards apart. He says it’s 
best if a new dove hunter can sit alongside an 
experienced hunter, so they can pick up tips on 
identifying doves. He also said there’s a lot of 
great information available on the internet to 
learn how to identify doves as well as how to fi eld 
dress and cook them.
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SPORTS

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

The Port St. Joe summer 
track club competed in the 
Ernie Sims Invitational last 
weekend in Tallahassee 
with the intent on securing 
medals.

The athletes hit the mother 
lode.

The Port St. Joe club sent 
nine athletes, all competing in 
multiple events, to the meet 
in Tallahassee and came away 
with 25 medals, with each 
individual winning at least 
two medals.

Medals were awarded for 
the top three places in each 
event in each age group.

“We went hunting for 
medals,” said Coach Keith 
Chiles. “We have been focus-
ing for three weeks on each 
one’s events and what they 
were going to do to win a 
medal.

“They did a great job.”
A n d  d i d  s o  w h i l e 

demonstrating impressive 
versatility.

Where to start?
How about the youngest, 

Sumner Dickey, who, com-
peting as a 10-year-old, won 
the high jump and finished 
second in the shot put.

Or, at the other end of 
the spectrum would be 
recent high school grad 

Celeste Chiles, who took first 
in the discus and second in 
both the high jump and shot 
put?

Or, as another option, 
consider the busiest; Lily 
Wockenfuss won the pole 
vault, which is becoming 
something of a habit, took 
third in both the high jump 
and shot put and won second 

in the discus.
Kristen Bouington was 

nearly as busy, winning 
third in the pole vault, high 
jump and discus while taking 
fourth, just out of the medals, 
in the shot put.

Bladen Levins, not yet in 
high school, won both the 
pole vault and discus and 
was third in the shot put and 

London White was first in 
the pole vault and third in the 
high jump.

Catherine Bouington won 
second in both the high jump 
and discus and took fourth 
in the shot put; Leelyn Rol-
lins added a second in the 
high jump and third in the 
discus.

Rounding out the team’s 
count, Isaac Wockenfuss 
competed in the shot put, 
discus and high jump, taking 
third in each event.

Coming up, Chiles will be 
taking three pole vaulters 
to Jacksonville for a unique 
event.

Lily Wockenfuss, Celeste 
Chiles and Dyson Kent will 
take part in an event called 
“Zoo Vault” co-sponsored 
by the Jacksonville Zoo and 
Gardens.

The three will be among a 
field of vaulters who compete 
within the boundaries of the 
zoo.

Chiles has previously taken 
vaulters to a similar event 
held in a shopping mall.

Port St. Joe tracksters bring home the medals

Star Staff Report

The Port St. Joe Girls 10U 
Dixie Youth Softball all-star 
team traveled to Sneads 
last month for the district 
tournament. 

The girls played for five 
days and finished second 
among the seven teams, 
losing only to eventual 

district champion Altha. 
Altha went on to win the 
state title this past weekend, 
making the Port St. Joe team’s 
accomplishments even more 
impressive. “Port St. Joe 
softball has a bright future 
with these young ladies,” said 
Coach Steve Newman.

The team roster: Nijah 
Quinn, centerfield; Hailyn 

Levins, right field; Sunny 
S h e a r e r ,  p i t c h e r ;  E l l i 
Newman, third base; Hailey 
Green, shortstop; Krissy 
Maxwell, left field; Hallie 
Mize, second base; Lyriq 
Larry, pitcher, first base; 
Brooke Peacock, catcher; 
Fenix Grogan,  catcher; 
Brooke Bishop, pitcher; 
Lauren Brant, left field.

PSJ girls 10U all-stars fi nish second

[SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Nine Port St. Joe track athletes won 25 medals over the weekend
[COURTESY PHOTOS/KEITH CHILES]

Isaac Wockenfuss earned 
multiple medals. 
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SCENE AROUND

Send us your photos that spotlight the best that Gulf Coast has to offer. This page is for photos submitted to 
The Star by readers. Please submit your photos to tcroft@starfl .com.

Star Staff Report

Photographers of all skill levels are invited to enter their work into 
the Community Photography Show at The Joe Center for the Arts. A 
total of 5 photos may be entered in the following categories: Land-
scapes/Seascapes, Nature, Sunrises/Sunsets and Creative. Entry 
fee is $30/member and $45/non-member. Entry deadline is Aug. 20. 
A Prospectus with information regarding photo requirements and 
the entry form can be found at www.TheJoeCenter.org. Click on the 
Call for Entries tab.

A rainbow appears while eating breakfast at the Sand Dollar Café
[COURTESY OF KEN PAULK]

Night diving. [COURTESY OF KAREN AND GRIFF GAINNIE]

A Green Heron fi shing among the water lilies at George Core Park. [COURTESY OF DEB MAYES]

Sunrise fi shing on St. Joseph Bay. [COURTESY OF SARAH FREER]

Magnifi cent morning on Cape San Blas. [COURTESY OF DANA JEAN FROM MCKINNEY, TX]

Just before the storm. [COURTESY OF RON RUDOLPH]A Sandhill Crane on its way north. [COURTESY OF CAROL AND PHIL DOHMEN]
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T R I V I A  F U N

COMMUNITY

Wilson Casey

“Trivia Fun” with Wilson 
Casey, Guinness World Record 
Holder from Woodruff, S.C., 
is published in more than 500 
newspapers across the country. 
Comments, questions or sug-
gestions? WC@TriviaGuy.com
 

1. 1902’s “Le Voyage dans la 
Lune” often is considered to be 

the first film of what genre?
Horror, Comedy, Science fic-

tion, Romance
2. Where is the only country in 

the world that ends in the letter 
“K”?

South America, Scandinavia, 
Polynesia, Caribbean

3. Which Major League Baseball 
team plays its home games at 100 

Main St.?
Reds, White Sox, Padres, 

Orioles
4. The Yellow Coach Co. later 

became what brand of trucks?
Peterbilt, GMC, Mack, 

Kenworth
5. Which singer is/was called 

“Little Miss Dynamite”?
Dolly Parton, Petula Clark, 

Brenda Lee, Patsy Cline
6. In auto-racing flags, what 

color means “finish”?
Black, White, Checkered, 

Green
 
ANSWERS: 1. Science fic-

tion, 2. Scandinavia (Denmark), 
3. Reds (Cincinnati), 4. GMC, 
5. Brenda Lee, 6. Checkered

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

Krissy Gentry, a popu-
lar teacher at Port St. Joe 
Elementary School and one 
deemed “high impact” by the 
Florida Department of Edu-
cation, has been reinstated.

Gentry was suspended 
without pay in April for 
the remainder of the 2017-
18 school year by the Gulf 
County School Board, at the 
recommendation of Super-
intendent of Schools Jim 
Norton.

She was suspended over 
allegations ranging from the 
use of a cell phone in the class 
to gross insubordination.

She was forced to undergo 
a “fitness for duty” evalua-
tion before returning to the 
classroom.

“I am convinced she is fit for 
duty,” Norton said Monday. 
“It is my recommendation she 
be reinstated.”

Gentry, who has taught 
several grades at PSJES and 
was teaching fourth grade 
during the last school year, 
will return to a third-grade 
classroom.

She had been suspended 
just prior to the spring break 
and just as the district was 
poised to undertake Florida 
Standard Assessment testing.

Her suspension without pay 
is the subject of complaint by 
Gentry now in binding arbi-
tration with the district.

A hearing date has yet to 
be set.

The acrimony and con-
t r o v e r s y  o v e r  G e n t r y ’ s 
suspension has been cited 
by district officials as pos-
sible one factor in the school 
receiving a “C” grade from 
the FDOE last month.

Norton said the elemen-
tary school is a “B” school at 
least and has contended since 
grades were released that Port 
St. Joe Elementary School will 
be an “A” school within the 
next two years.

The allegations against 
Gentry originated in a March 
15 weekly journal entry by 
Florida State University 
student-intern.

T h e  i n t e r n  w r o t e  o f 
concerns about Gentry’s 
classroom teaching and ques-
tioned her decisions regarding 
adhering to lesson plans and 
subject matter.

She wrote that Gentry had 
only passing core subject 
instruction during the week 
in question, teaching “life 
lessons” during which “she 
rambled on about life.”

That “life lesson thing” 
continued over two days, with 
Gentry talking about guns, 
shooting animals and people.

According to the intern, 
Gentry cautioned students not 
to tell anyone what had been 
discussed in class as it would 
upset parents or the principal.

Much of the classroom 
discussions were against the 
backdrop of the Feb. 14 mas-
sacre at Parkland School in 
South Florida.

Popular 
PSJES 
teacher 
reinstated

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

The Turtles and Trash 
exhibit at The Joe Center for 
the Arts is spawning some-
thing of a product line.

That might be carrying 
it away a mite, but after a 
campaign to do away with 
plastic straws launched just 
as the exhibit was opening 
last month, the Center is now 
providing another solution 

for the trash that ends up in 
the world’s oceans.

Canvas bags to replace 
those ubiquitous plastic 
shopping bags.

“The canvas bag was 
something to offer solutions 
to people when you are asking 
them to change their habits,” 
said Nancy Jones, a volunteer 
with the non-profit Center.

“I thought it was a great 
idea and just perfect with the 
show.”

The show, Turtles and 
Trash, is a blend of art and 
science, bringing a spotlight 
to the damage done daily to 
the world’s oceans; waters 
altogether by trash.

(As an aside, the show, 

which is free, is well worth 
a visit and there is a sched-
ule of interactive activities. 
Regardless if you take in the 
ancillary events, the show 
alone is worth the visit to 
the Center during opening 
hours.)

Much like the paper straw 
campaign, which has discov-
ered traction at several local 
establishments, the effort to 
cut down on plastic bag usage 
found purchase in observa-
tion, Jones said.

Jones was noting during a 
recent visit to a local retail 
store the number of items 
going into plastic bags.

While spotlighting, a solution

Sales of the bags will benefi t 
the arts center. [SPECIAL TO THE 

STAR]

Arts Center off ers 
alternative to plastic 
shopping bags

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

There was little mistak-
ing one of the most pressing 
issues discussed during the 
recent annual meeting of the 
Coastal Community Associ-
ation of Gulf County.

Actually, there was little 
discussion, only a spate of 
questions directed at a repre-
sentative of the Gulf County 
Sheriff’s Office.

And those questions, at 
least five of the first six asked, 
though answers were elusive, 
focused on enforcement of 
the county’s Leave No Trace 
ordinance.

With each question, the 
answer was the same; the 
sheriff’s office does not 
oversee enforcement of 
Leave No Trace and doesn’t 
have the manpower to do so.

With just three patrol offi-
cers on any 12-hour shift 
to cover the entire county, 
the ability to enforce beach 

cleanliness is out of reach, the 
representative said.

Maybe it was the arrival 
of the height of the summer 
season or a step back along 
a path that seemed to some 
to find traction the past two 
years, but the outcry from 
some corners concerning the 
ordinance has increased.

“There is no enforcement 
and it is getting worse,” 
said Cape resident Rosalie 
Tritsch.

An Indian Pass business 
owner was asked at the 
CCA meeting about whether 
visitors were cleaning the 
beaches along that stretch at 
night.

They laughed, adding, 
“They never do.”

Kelli Godwin, Executive 
Director of the Gulf County 
Tourist Development Coun-
cil, said she and her staff could 
count the number of com-
plaints this summer about 
Leave No Trace on one hand.

But, she added, “I have seen 
the pictures” and noted that 
“we know this is our heaviest 
time of year (on the beaches).”

Leaving a trace

Enforcement, or lack, 
of LNT raises concerns

In front of Seacliffs and Barrier Dunes at 6:20 a.m. July 12
[SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Just north of the Trading Post, 6:50 a.m. July 6. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

See TEACHER,  B7

See BAGS,  B7

See LNT,  B7
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SOCIETY

Special to The Star

Caretaking of a building 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places has its responsi-
bilities, challenges and rewards. 
No one knows this better than 
the members of the Port St. Joe 
Garden Club. Its 93-year-old 
historic building is the heart of 
the club’s community activities 
and is in need of repairs to its 
interior and exterior structure.

With support of a $46,854 
grant to the Port St. Joe Garden 
Club from the trustees of the 
Jessie Ball duPont Fund, the 
building will receive these 
updates. The grant was among 
29 awards, valued at $1.7 mil-
lion, made by the trustees 
during their summer meeting.

The Garden Club’s building 
is the oldest surviving church in 
Port St. Joe. Because it is used 
for a wide range of activities, 
maintaining the appearance and 
functionality of the building is 
essential for continued use and 
expansion of these community 
events.

Showing dedication to 

this project, Garden Club’s 
members voted to share in 
the funding of the repairs by 
matching a portion of the proj-
ect’s direct costs. Others are 
donating their time as in-kind 
contributions. Repairs to the 
building’s steeple, driveway, 
floors, lighting, wiring and 
signage will be done by local 
tradesmen, thus promoting 
financial investment in the 
community.

The Garden Club anticipates 
an increase of 20 percent in 

events hosted at the building, 
once completed. The additional 
rental income will help sustain 
ongoing improvements to the 
historic structure.

The Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
works to expand access and 
create opportunity by invest-
ing in people, organizations and 
communities that were impor-
tant to Jessie Ball duPont. The 
Fund has assets of $309 million 
and has awarded more than 
$376 million in grants since 
1977.

PSJ Garden Club receives 
grant for repairs of center

[FILE PHOTO]

Special to The Star

MyGULFCare had their 
annual Celebration of Health 
at the Public Library on July 12. 
Clients, staff and community 
partners had an opportunity to 
come together and share their 
stories of the challenges they 
have faced trying to establish 
healthier lifestyles.

One client shared that she 
has tried “every diet known 
to man” with the usual yo-yo 
success. Not until she found 
acceptance and support to 
simply be healthier, did she find 
a way to improve her health that 
has included slow and steady 
weight loss. Another client 
proudly revealed that one year 
ago he weighed 377 pounds and 
was suffering from severed lung 
issues, high blood pressure and 
long-term effects of smoking. 
Today he weighs 245 pounds, 
is a non-smoker, and is able to 
walk a mile daily for exercise. 
He still has health issues and 
says he feels more confident 
in his ability to manage his 
concerns.

One of the highlights of the 
event was presentation of the 
Lilly Journey Awards to cli-
ents who have successfully 
managed Type I Diabetes. 

Jacquelyn Stevens received a 
50-year award and said she 
has never considered herself “a 
diabetic,” but always “a person 
with diabetes.” She appre-
ciates the person-centered 
approach she  received from 
Care Management.

Anita Kemp, also a 50-year 
award winner, said she shares 
the honor with her dad. He 
too had Type I diabetes and 
she lost him when she was 
11. She has dealt with Dia-
betes since she was a toddler 
and says he was her hero, 
helping her to realize diabe-
tes is just part of who she is. 
Melissa Clements, also an 
award winner, was unable to 

be there. Another client who 
survived the tragedy at the 
World Trade Centers on Sept.  
11, 2001, shared how suffering 
from Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder  affected her manage-
ment of other chronic health 
conditions.

Other client stories flowed 
through out the event and made 
it a true celebration of health. 
An overview of the program 
and the services provided  was 
given by Debbie Maulding, RN 
Care Manager. 

MyGULFCare began its ser-
vice  to the community in 2012 . 
For more information about 
MyGULFCare and Care Man-
agement please call 229-5606. 

My GULFCare celebration of health

[SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Special to The Star

You are cordially invited to attend the 95th birthday cel-
ebration for Dr. Wesley Grace from 2-4 p.m. ET Sunday, 
July 22, at the Great Hall at First United Methodist Church 
in Port St. Joe. The celebration is given by his daughters and 
the FUMC Church Choir. Please come and wish Wesley a 
happy birthday. No gifts please. 

Dr. Wesley 
Grace turns 95

Special to The Star

The impact of Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder 
will be explored 7 p.m. CT 
Monday, July 23, at Lifetree 
Café.

The program, titled 
“ W o u n d e d  W a r r i o r s : 
When War Comes Home,” 
features a filmed interview 
with a military veteran who 
battled PTSD after return-
ing home from the Iraq 
war.

“When I came back, I was 
on edge every second of the 
day, whether I was at home 
or driving,” the veteran 
said. “All of the curtains 
were always closed because 
I was so paranoid. I felt like 
I was still in Iraq in my own 

home.”
The Lifetree program 

offers helpful resources 
and strategies for coping 
with PTSD.

A d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e 
60-minute event is free. 
Snacks and beverages are 
available. Lifetree Café is 
located at 1602 U.S. High-
way 98 in Mexico Beach 
across from El Governor 
Motel.

Lifetree Café is a place 
where people gather for 
conversation about life 
and faith in a casual cof-
feehouse-type setting. 
Questions about Lifetree 
may be directed to Gary 
Grubb at 334-806-5667 
or livingwater@livingwa-
teratthebeach.com.

Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder discussed 
at Lifetree Café
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SCHOOL NEWS

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star  
tcroft@starfl.com

Consider Tuesday to be 
something of the second 
bell.

An effort to foster more 
community involvement 
in public education, spon-
sored by the Gulf County 
Education Association, 
the roundtable series 
“Cafe Conversation” will 
continue 5:30 p.m. until 8 
p.m. ET Tuesday in Build-
ing A on the Gulf/Franklin 
Campus of Gulf Coast 
State College

The campus is located 
at 3800 Garrison Ave. in 
Port St. Joe.

The official title of the 
event is “Community 
Round Table Conserva-
tion on Public Education 

in Gulf County.”
The event is free and 

the public is encouraged 
to attend.

“We want everybody 
to come out and become 
involved in and support 
the public schools,” said 
Krissy Gentry, president 
of the GCEA, the union 
which represents all 
school employees.

“The idea is to brain-
storm some of the very 
topical issues, all of which 
are important to the public 
schools right here.”

The first roundtable 
last month was consid-
ered a success, with more 
than two dozen people in 
attendance and offering a 
host of ideas and creating 
some momentum.

“This was one of the 
most productive meet-
ings I have ever attended,” 

c o m m e n t e d  S u s a n 
Kotelman, a parent of 
several children in district 
schools.

“Solutions and plans of 
how to get the best learn-
ing environments for our 
students was the focus. 
No pointing fingers, just 
genuine concern followed 
by a plan of action.”

This month’s round-
t a b l e  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a 
presentation from Jason 
Shoaf, Gulf County’s rep-
resentative on the board of 
Triumph Gulf Coast.

The focus will con-
tinue a discussion from 
last month concerning 
the value of vocational 
programs.

Shoaf has approached 
the Gulf County School 
Board and Superintendent 
of Schools Jim Norton 
a b o u t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l 

provided by Triumph to 
expand programs with-
out adding to the local tax 
burden.

The district, in turn, 
has since filed pre-appli-
cations for three separate 
Triumph grants; one to 
purchase new buses, one 
to establish a culinary 
arts program and another 
to expand agricultural 
programs.

The district is already in 
line to receive RESTORE 
Act funding to expand 
the welding program to 
Wewahitchka Jr./Sr. High 
School.

“(Vocational) students 
will be able to go out into 
the workforce as soon as 
they graduate from high 
school,” Gentry said. 
“Everyone will be contrib-
uting to the economics of 
our community.

“Having vocational 
programs in place will help 
our students become pro-
ductive citizens.”

Other issues have also 
been part of the roundta-
ble discussions from last 
month and will certainly 
continue to be, Gentry 
said.

Student motivation was 
discussed at length last 
month, as one example.

“We have to find a way 
to make our students 
excited about coming to 
school,” said Sheria Grif-
fin, executive director 
of Miracle Strip Services 
Unit, which represents 
public school employees 
in Gulf, Bay and Walton 
counties.

The overarching goal, 
to foster community 
engagement in public 
schools.

“We are asking the 
community to come up 
with solutions to the chal-
lenging problems we are 
facing in public educa-
tion,” Griffin said.

In addition, general and 
group discussion focused 
on school safety, parental 
involvement and other 
issues.

“It is time for our com-
munity to come together 
as one and rally around 
public education,” Gentry 
said. “The ultimate goal of 
these meetings is to pro-
vide the best educational 
opportunities for the stu-
dents of Gulf County.

“We want this to be 
a positive thing for the 
community, to come 
together and discuss how 
the community can sup-
port the public schools 
and the children.”

‘Café Conversation’ on schools Tuesday

Special to The Star

T A L L A H A S S E E  — 
Florida State University 
now has the best four-
year graduation rate of 
any public university in 
Florida, according to the 
latest data reported in the 
State University System’s 
2018 Accountability Plan.

The university’s four-
year graduation rate is 
68.4 percent, nearly three 
points higher than the 
previous year’s cohort, 
placing FSU first among 
a l l  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y 
System of Florida institu-
tions. More significantly, 
it’s the highest four-year 
graduation rate in the 
State University System’s 
history.

“That’s  a  very big 
deal,” said Sally McRo-
rie, provost and executive 
vice president for Aca-
demic Affairs. “That’s 
among the Top 15 public 
universities nationally.”

Florida State’s upward 
trajectory in student 
success hasn’t happened 
overnight. The four-
year graduation rate has 
steadily risen in recent 
years as a result of careful 
and strategic investments 

in areas such as academic 
advising, tutoring and 
academic coaching.

“We made the deci-
sion that student success 
was our primary goal and 
the key fulfillment of our 
mission,” McRorie said. 
“This success is a return 
on those investments, 
which have been major 
for a university that has 
the second-lowest state 
tuition in the country.”

Of the freshmen who 
entered the university in 
2013, 68.4 percent grad-
uated in four years. By 
comparison, only 49.3 
percent of freshmen who 
started at FSU in 2005 
graduated in four years.

“This wonderful news 
is the result of hard work 
and creative thinking by 
faculty and staff across 
campus,” President John 
Thrasher said. “They 
are putting students on 
a path toward earning 
a degree while provid-
ing them with a strong 
undergraduate experi-
ence that prepares them 
to be successful after 
graduation.”

With more l imited 
resources than most 
p u b l i c  u n i v e r s i t i e s , 

Florida State has used 
both broad-based and 
targeted approaches to 
increase graduation and 
retention rates.

T h e  b r o a d - b a s e d 
approaches include aca-
demic mapping and the 
Take 15 initiative. Aca-
demic mapping gives 
students a guideline for 
planning courses along 
their journey to earn a 
degree, while Take 15 
encourages students to 
carry at least 15 credit 
h o u r s  p e r  s e m e s t e r , 
which keeps them on 
track to graduate in four 
years.

Florida State also tar-
gets unique and at-risk 
p o p u l a t i o n s  t h r o u g h 
programs developed to 
address their particular 
interests and challenges, 
such as the Center for 
Academic Retention & 
Enhancement. CARE is 
a nationally recognized 
program that provides 
first-generation and 
underrepresented stu-
dents with the necessary 
tools, resources and sup-
port network they need to 
flourish in the collegiate 
environment.

G r a d u a t i o n  a n d 

retention rates for CARE 
students are regularly 
above those of the general 
population.

“We’ve shown that 
regardless of background, 
s t u d e n t s  c a n  t h r i v e 
in higher education,” 
McRorie said. “We’ve 
virtually erased gradua-
tion rate gaps between all 
categories of underrep-
resented and traditional 
student populations.”

A n o t h e r  w a y  F S U 
continues to increase 
its graduation rate is 
through the newly cre-
ated Graduation Planning 

and Strategies Office, 
which provides support 
for undergraduate stu-
dents with high credit 
hours who may not have 
a plan for graduation. The 
three-person team seeks 
these students out and 
assists them in develop-
ing goals for graduation 
and beyond.

Florida State’s high-
impact practices for 
s t u d e n t  s u c c e s s  a r e 
turning heads across the 
nation. Last summer, 
McRorie spoke to the 
Association of Public and 
Land-grant Universities 

about Florida State’s 
student success strate-
gies, and in April, she 
was invited to present 
on undergraduate suc-
cess at the TIAA’s 100th 
anniversary celebration.

“People are starting 
to pay attention nation-
ally,” McRorie said. “Our 
profile in terms of these 
student success measures 
— which to me are among 
the most important for an 
institution — is rising.”

The Accountability 
Plan is pending confir-
mation by the full Board 
of Governors.

FSU boasts best four-year graduation rate in state

Special to The Star

LOUISVILLE, Ky.— 
With the interest rate 
on Federal PLUS Loans 
jumping to 7.6 percent 
on July 1, college stu-
dents and their parents 
can now save even more 
with Advantage Educa-
tion Loans.

The interest rate on 
Advantage Education 
Loans is as low as 5.04 
percent with auto pay 
(5.29 percent APR).

In addition, Advantage 
Education Loan bor-
rowers don’t have to pay 
fees. The federal govern-
ment charges PLUS Loan 
borrowers a 4.26 per-
cent origination fee. That 
means someone who bor-
rows a $20,000 PLUS Loan 
will only receive $19,147 
to help pay college costs. 
With a no-fee Advantage 
Education Loan, borrow-
ers will receive the entire 
$20,000.

Over a 10-year repay-
ment period, Advantage 
borrowers can save as 
much as $4,093. The exact 

savings depends on their 
credit rating, the repay-
ment plan they choose and 
if they use auto debit from 
a bank account.

T o  q u a l i f y  f o r  a n 
Advantage Loan, the stu-
dent must:

• Be attending a partici-
pating college.

• Be the age of majority 
by the date of application.

• Be a U.S. citizen or a 
non-citizen with a proof 
of residency card.

• Have an accept-
able credit history or an 
approved cosigner.

To qualify for a parent 
Advantage Loan, the bor-
rower must:

• Have a child attending 
a participating college.

• Be the parent or 
stepparent of an under-
graduate or graduate 
student, as determined 
by the Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA).

• Be a U.S. citizen or a 
non-citizen with a proof 
of residency card.

• Have an accept-
able credit history or an 
approved cosigner.

A d v a n t a g e  E d u c a -
tion Loans are available 
for students attending 
eligible colleges and uni-
versities. People who 
want to consolidate their 
student loans can apply 
for the Advantage Refi-
nance Loan.

A p p l i c a t i o n s  c a n 
be submitted online 
at  AdvantageEduca-
t i o n L o a n . c o m .  F o r 
more information, call 
800-988-6333.

KHESLC is a public, 
nonprofit corporation 
that provides education 
loans for students and 
parents.

Student loan rates make Advantage 
Education Loans better deal

Over a 10-year repayment period, Advantage 
borrowers can save as much as $4,093. The 
exact savings depends on their credit rating, the 
repayment plan they choose and if they use auto 
debit from a bank account.
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FAITH

Special to The Star

The Right Reverend Rus-
sell Kendrick,bishop of the 
Diocese of the Central Gulf 
Coast, will make his annual 
congregational visit to St. 
James Episcopal Church on 
Sunday, July 29, in Port St. 
Joe. 

After a morning meet-
ing with Vestry members, 
Bishop Kendrick will pre-
side over the 11 a.m. ET Holy 
Eucharist service followed 

by a congregational meeting 
during a luncheon hosted 
by the St. James Episcopal 
Church Women.

“We are always excited 
when Bishop Kendrick 
comes to St. James. We are 
one of the last congregations 
to the east in the diocese, so 
for him to make the trip to 
be with us is greatly appre-
ciated,” said Father Tommy 
Dwyer, Rector of St. James. 
“Not only is he a wonder-
fully engaging speaker, on 

this visit, Bishop Kendrick 
will be sharing updates 
from the 79th General Con-
vention of The Episcopal 
Church which was con-
ducted in Austin, TX just 
last week.

“Also, Bishop Kendrick’s 
visit nearly coincides with 
the Feast of St. James on 
July 25 which is a significant 
event for our church com-
munity that celebrates the 
life and deeds of James, one 
of Jesus' first disciples.”

Diocesan bishop to visit 
St. James Episcopal Church

Summer revival at 
Philadelphia Primitive

Philadelphia Primitive 
Baptist Church will host its 
summer revival July 18, 19 
and 20. Services will start 
at 7:30 p.m. ET each night 
with the Bishop Russell 
Wright of Panama City as 
the Evangelist. 

Everyone with a desire 
to be blessed is cordially 
invited to attend. The 
church is located at 261 
Avenue D.

 
Revival, healing at 
Lighthouse Ministries

Lighthouse Pentecostal 

Ministries will be having 
revival and healing ser-
vices July 23-25 at 7 p.m. 
ET nightly. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Come and let us worship 
the Lord in praise, worship, 
the Word, and expecting 
miracles. Each night we 
will pray for the sick (James 
5:14) and any other needs 
you may have. 

The church Is located at 
5746 State Highway 71 in 
White City.

 
Youth Day at Zion 
Fair cancelled

Due to a scheduling con-
flict, the Annual Youth Day 

Program at Zion Fair Mis-
sionary Baptist, scheduled 
for this Sunday, has been 
cancelled.

 
Over 55 Bunch 
at Beach Baptist

The Over 55 Bunch at 
Beach Baptist Chapel invites 
all to join them in a game of 
Hand-and-Foot. The Bunch 
meets 10 a.m. ET every 
Tuesday and Thursday. 
Bring your lunch and enjoy 
getting to know new people. 
If you enjoy a little friendly 
competition stop by and try 
a hand. Don’t know how to 
play? These ladies will be 
happy to teach you.

FA I T H  B R I E F S

We, the family of Kawana 
Fisher Lawrence, deeply 
appreciate your thoughtful-
ness and thank you sincerely 
for every act of kindness 
shown to us during one of 
our most difficult and saddest 
moments. As we mourned 
her untimely death, you, our 
friends and families dem-
onstrated what it means to 
love, support, and care for 
one another. 

The greatest  comfort 
during our sorrows was your 
prayers, visitations, the food 
you brought, and so many 
other acts of kindness too 
numerous to list. You really 
showed the true spirit of Port 
St. Joe. God bless you now 
and forever!

The Okito Lawrence, Kimberly 
Owens, and Emmanuel Fisher 
Families

W I T H  M U C H  G R AT I T U D E

Lowell Core and Kitty 
Core Morales would like 
to thank everyone for your 
love and support during the 
recent illness and death of 
our beloved mother, Jessie 
P. Core. Your outpouring of 
love through your prayers, 
texts, phone calls, food gifts, 
floral arrangements, cards 
and visits lifted our spirits 
and sustained us during this 
difficult time. Thank you to 
the members of the Faith, 
Hope and Love Sunday 
School class at Long Avenue 
Baptist Church for serving as 

honorary pallbearers. Mama 
loved each of you dearly. We 
offer our special thanks to 
Reverends David Fernandez 
and Eli Prine for your uplift-
ing eulogies at her graveside 
service. 

The luncheon sponsored 
by the Long Avenue Baptist 
Bereavement Committee was 
delicious. Your donations of 
Bibles through the Gideons 
in Mama’s memory will help 
spread the gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Core Family

C O R E  FA M I LY  C A R D  O F  T H A N K S

We lost our bigger than 
life loved one and know he 
was special to many people. 
No words can express our 
gratitude for all of the food, 
flowers, cards, calls and 
visits. We, as his family 
are deeply touched by the 

overwhelming amount of 
support that has been shown 
to us during this time. May 
your wonderful memories of 
him live on for eternity.

Love,
The Family of Plug Stanley

R O N N I E  L E E  “ P L U G ”  S TA N L E Y  FA M I LY 
C A R D  O F  T H A N K S

STARFL.COM

First Baptist Church
102 THIRD STREET • PORT ST. JOE

Buddy Caswell, Minister of Music & Education
Bobby Alexander, Minister to Students

New Service Schedule for First Baptist ChurchNew Service Schedule for First Baptist Church

Dr. Boyd Evans Pastor

45
25
06
4

Sunday Morning Schedule
Blended Worship with Choir/Praise Team…8:30 AM

Great Commission Sunday School…………...9:45 AM

Contemporary Worship w/Band……………..10:45 AM

Wednesday
Dinner………..................…….5:00 - 6:00 pm

AWANA……………..............….6:00 - 7:30 pm

Surrender Student Ministry….6:15 - 7:30 pm

Prayer/Bible Study…………….6:15 - 7:30 pm

Nursery…………………....……..6:00 - 7:30 pmwww.fbcpsj.org
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Where there is cake, 
there is hope. And there is 
always cake. 

Dean Koontz
 

C akes have long been 
associated with 
celebrations, large 

and small. From a child’s 
first birthday, when he is 
allowed to dig in from the 
safety of his high chair and 
smear himself with the 
delicious frosting while a 
parent takes his picture, 
to weddings, where elabo-
rate, expensive cakes are 
the highlight of a reception 
and the wedding photos, 
cake is nearly as neces-
sary to family events as 
the family itself…nearly.

Since cake is so important 
in our culinary experience, 
let’s learn a little about it 
before delving into the deli-
cious recipes I have for you.

Europe is credited with 
the invention of modern 
cakes, which were round, 
yeast-y, and topped with a 
boiled icing, not the lus-
cious buttercream (or the 
bland tasting but beauti-
ful fondant) used today. 
However, by the 19th cen-
tury, the soft, sweet cakes 
made using baking powder 
instead of yeast became 
popular, as did buttercream 
icing, and people began 
to love cake even more.

Now let’s move forward 
into the 20th century. Cake 
mixes became available 

when P. Duff and Sons 
patented a cake mix for use 
by “the modern house-
wife” in 1933, according 
to Bon Appetit Magazine. 
John Duff sweetened the 
mixes with lots of dried 
molasses, which worked 
well for the spice cake and 
devil’s food cake in his 
company’s product line.

By the 1950s, many other 
companies had introduced 
their own version of the 
cake mix, including Dun-
can Hines and Pillsbury. 
In the ‘30s, the companies 
used dehydrated eggs in the 
mixes, but by the ‘50s they 
decided that people wanted 
to be more a part of the 
creation of the cake, so they 
removed the dehydrated 
eggs and had the purchaser 
add fresh eggs at home, 
according to the BA article. 
Making a cake became 
easier, and the finished 
product was delicious.

While it is a badge of 
pride for many people to 
make a cake from scratch, 
no mix involved, let’s be 
honest. A cake mix is a 
handy way to make a des-
sert and is almost fool-
proof. Cakes from scratch 
can turn out coarse, dry, 
crumbly…or perfect. One 
never knows. But a cake 
made from a mix is almost 
always perfect, assum-
ing that the baker follows 
package directions, and 
doesn’t let little boys run 
loudly into the kitchen to 
open the oven door. (I’ve 
been there! We ate the 
fallen cake, anyway.)

Certain cakes in my life 
have had a prominent place 
during special occasions, 
and that may be true for 
you, as well. For example, 
as a little girl, I always 

wanted, and received, a 
pink strawberry cake made 
in mama’s kitchen for all 
my friends to share as they 
gathered around our dining 
room table. I don’t remem-
ber a single gift I received, 
but I remember that glori-
ous pink cake. It was made 
from a mix, and she used 
fresh strawberries in it and 
in the frosting sometimes. 
I loved it mostly because of 
the pretty color, I recall.

Christmas meant two 
kinds of cake for our family 
gatherings. One was coco-
nut cake, with white cake 
layers and a fluffy white 
powdered sugar icing, 
topped with sweetened, 
tender coconut flakes. The 

second kind was a yellow 
cake covered with choco-
late frosting and topped 
with pecan halves. I still 
make that one now in my 
own home at Christmas, 
and I will always associ-
ate the beautiful white 
coconut cake with my dad, 
as he has always loved it 
so much. Those are spe-
cial memories for me.

As famous television 
cake baker Buddy Valastro 
said, “Cakes are special. 
Every birthday, every 
celebration ends with 
something sweet, a cake, 
and people remember. It’s 
all about the memories.” 
I could not agree more.

Now, if you want to try 

some new cake recipes, 
I have a couple of them 
to share with you. But 
first I’ll share my favor-
ite chocolate icing recipe 
which I learned by watch-
ing the talented Ina Gar-
ten. It’s the perfect icing 
to use on a yellow cake!

 
Ina’s Chocolate Icing

24 ounces semisweet choco-
late chips (if you’re not a fan 
of semi-sweet, try milk choco-
late chips)
1 ½   cups heavy cream
2 tablespoons light corn syrup
½   teaspoon pure vanilla 
extract (Ina & I agree that one 
should only use REAL vanilla 
extract)
4 tablespoons (½   stick) 
unsalted butter, at room tem-
perature (very important that 
it be room temp)
Method:
 
First, place the chocolate 
chips and heavy cream in a 
bowl set over a pot of gently 
simmering (not boiling) water, 
stirring, until the chips are 
completely melted. The more 
you stir, the shinier the icing 
will be.
 
Off the heat, add the corn 
syrup and vanilla and allow 
the chocolate mixture to cool 
to room temperature. In the 
bowl of an electric mixer 
fi tted with the whisk attach-
ment, whisk the chocolate 
mixture and softened butter 
on medium speed for a few 
minutes, until it’s thickened.
 
Spread on a completely cooled 
cake. This made enough icing 
to cover the 9×13-inch sheet 
cake I made with about ¾  -inch 
of icing. If you would like to, 
feel free to top the icing with 
pecans, as my family does.

What Southern Folks Eat: Let us eat cake

Chocolate cake. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

OBITUARIES

Thomas J. Cowart, age 86, 
of Wewahitchka, Florida, 
passed away July 11, 2018, 
at Covenant Hospice with 
loving family by his side. He 
was born March 22, 1932, in 
Baker County, Florida, to the 
late Arthur W. Cowart and 
Willa Mae Crews. Tommy 
left the Okefenokee Swamp 
when he was 12 years old to 
go live with his aunt in Mac-
clenny, Fl. He was given a shoe 
shine box by a friend and he 
shined shoes to help support 
his family. He had the honor 
of shining the shoes of Johnny 
Mack Brown and Tex Ritter. 
Tommy worked several jobs 
until he decided to move back 
to Jacksonville and join the Air 
Force. He fought in the Korean 
War where he was shot, but 
refused a Purple Heart. He 
had several different duty 
stations before he was sent to 
Vietnam with his K-9 com-
panion, Barr. He suffered 
a severe back injury when 
Barr went on alert and pulled 
them both off the side of a 
mountain. Again, he refused 
a Purple Heart. After many 
duty stations he retired while 
at Tyndall Air Force Base as a 
Staff Sergeant in 1972. He then 
worked Civil Service for 10 
years, with Gulf County Public 
Transportation for 3 years and 
finally J Trans Public Trans-
portation for several years.

He was a member of East-
ern Star Chapter #229, 
Tupelo Masonic Lodge 
#289, Panama City Scot-
tish Rite and Shaddai Shrine 
Temple. As well as a member 
of the Shaddai Cruisers.

Tommy was preceded in 
death by his father, mother, 
step-father, sons, Thomas 
Earl Cowart and Ronnie Lee 
Stanley; brothers, Alvin and 
Art Cowart; sisters, Gertrude 
Taylor, Louise Bright and 
Mildred Leonard; grand-
daughter, Deanna Galloni; 
grandson, Matthew Stan-
ley, great-granddaughter, 
Jayzzmynn Stanley and great-
grandson Aaron Stanley.

Tommy is survived by his 
loving wife of 45 years, Norma 
Jean Cowart; sons, Johnny 
Stanley (Ann), Frankie Stan-
ley, Lonnie Stanley (Debbie), 
Greg Williams, and daughter; 
Gabriele Spence; grandchil-
dren, Bryce Stanley (Karen), 

Chasity Ferguson (Travis), 
Kyle Stanley (Jennifer), Missy 
Gore (John), Frankie Stanley 
(Sherry), Jason Hurst (Trina), 
Tabitha Evans (Rusty), 
Michael Cowart (Harley), 
Stephen Stanley (Victo-
ria), Kayla Stanley, Stevie 
McLemore (Jean), Greta O'Dell 
(Eric), Beth Ann Hurst (Ben); 
24 great-grandchildren and 2 
great-great-grandchildren; 
a very special niece, Anna 
Gail Pippin, as well as numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

Funeral services for Tommy 
were held Saturday, July 14, 
2018, at 11 a.m. at Westside 
Baptist Church in Wewa-
hitchka, FL, with Pastors 
Derrick Gerber, Mike Dunn 
and Johnny Newton offi-
ciating. Interment will fol-
low at Jehu Cemetery.

Arrangements are under 
the care of Comforter Funeral 
Home in Port St. Joe, Florida. 
Asked to serve as pallbear-
ers are his great-grandsons, 
Josh McMullon, Jacob

Stanley, Josh Stanley, Aydin 
Ferguson, Tripp McMul-
lon, Justyn Ferguson and

Rhett Gore.
The family would like to 

send a special thanks to Cov-
enant Hospice, Dr.Ortega, 
Dr.Ramos, Dr. Trantham, 
Dr. Bataineh, Dr. Hurst, Dr. 
Finney, Dr.England, Dr. 
Kovaleski and Dr. Minga.

T H O M A S  J A M E S  C O WA R T

Debra Lynn Davis 
passed away on Satur-
day July, 14, 2018. She 
was born in Port Saint 
Joe, Florida on Janu-
ary 25, 1957 to Joseph 
and Shirley Nixon. 

She attended school 
in Port Saint Joe and 
also attended Gulf Coast 
State College. She would 
later on work as CNA and 
Correctional Officer.

Debra is survived by 
her loving husband of 
forty-one years, Glenn 
Davis, who loved her 
beyond measure. 

She is also sur-
vived by her chil-
dren Richard Davis, 
Chris (Bogey) Nixon, 
Leigha (John) Thursby, 
Michael (Sharon) Davis, 
and Kristi Davis. 

Debra has many grand-
children that were her 
whole world; Alyssa, 
Jessica, Kristen, Cole, 
Garrett, Luke, Joseph, 
Hope, and Jaxon.

She also leaves behind 
her mother, Shirley 
Nixon, her brothers, 
Michael (Liz) Nixon and 
Bruce (Wanda) Nixon, a 
multitude of family and 
friends, and one very 
special Aunt Ailene. 

Debra is preceded 

in death by her father, 
Joseph Nixon.

Debra and Glenn 
lived, worked, and 
worshipped the Lord 
here in Port Saint Joe. 
She and her husband, 
Glenn, pastored Hope 
Family Worship Center 
since March of 2008.

Her husband saw her 
when she was young and 
thought she was the most 
beautiful girl. He asked 
the Lord to give him a girl 
just like her and the Lord 
answered his prayers. 
She would later on 
become his loving wife. 

They would go on to 
spend the next forty-
one years side by side. 
Debra loved and cared for 
Glenn throughout their 
marriage from raising 
babies, to keeping their 
house a home, to being 
his biggest supporter.

Services were held 
Tuesday, July 17, 
2018 at Hope Fam-
ily Worship Center. 

Visitation will be at 
10 a.m. est., Funeral 
began at 11 a.m. with 
interment to follow at 
Holly Hill Cemetery.

Services are under 
the direction of Com-
forter Funeral Home.

D E B R A  LY N N  DAV I S

Mark David Kilbourn 
passed away on July 10, 
2018, at Southeast Alabama 
Medical Center in Dothan, 
Ala following a brief ill-
ness. Mark was the second 
of three children born to 
Charles “Binky” and Mary 
Agnes Kilbourn on Sep-
tember 29, 1961 in Port St. 
Joe, FL. He graduated with 
the Class of 1979 and lived 
a full and active life here 

in Port St. Joe. He always 
said he would never want to 
live anywhere else because, 
this place is the best to be.

Mark was preceded 
in death by his paternal 
grandparents Jim and Kate 
Kilbourn, his maternal 
grandparents J.C. and 
Agnes Culpepper, his 
father Charles Vincent 
“Binky” Kilbourn, Sr., and 
his older brother Charles 

Vincent Kilbourn, Jr. He 
leaves behind to cherish 
his memory his mother 
Mary Agnes Kilbourn-
Stephens, his daughters 
Katie and Miranda Kil-
bourn, his younger brother 
Michael Kilbourn, and the 
many wonderful friends 
he loved so dearly.

A casual graveside service 
was held at The Pavilion 
in Holly Hill Cemetery, 

Port St. Joe, 10 a.m., EST, 
Saturday, July 14, 2018.

In lieu of flowers, if you 
wish, please donate in 
Mark’s memory to his favor-
ite charity, The Wounded 
Warriors. Expressions of 
sympathy may be viewed 
or submitted at www.
southerlandfamily.com

Southerland Fam-
ily Funeral Home 
Panama City, FL

M A R K  DAV I D  K I L B O U R N

Stephanie Hill-Fraizer
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By Ray Bodrey
Gulf County Extension Director
UF/IFAS
Special to The Star

Vibrant green patches of 
grass have been popping up 
in yards across the Panhandle 
of recent. Although this grass 
mimics a healthy stand of 
turf, it’s actually a group of 
weeds known as sedges.

Sedges and sedge-like 
plants, known as kyllinga, 
are species that emerge in 
late spring and thrive in 
summer months in warm, 
moist climates. 

Excessive irrigation or 
areas with poor drainage 
create a very hospitable envi-
ronment for these weeds. 
Sedges are annual grass-
like plants have an elaborate 
flower bearing stems. 

Sedges and kyllinga often 
resemble a winter rye grass in 
an immature stage of growth. 

However,  this is  very 
unlikely regarding identifi-
cation, as winter rye grass 
will not survive in summer 
temperatures.

Sedges have a triangular 
stem, which sets them apart 
from most weeds. Yellow and 
purple nutsedge are the most 
common species. 

Yellow nutsedge has a 
light green appearance with 

yellow-gold inflorescence 
(flowers/seed heads). Purple 
nutsedge is darker green with 
red-purple inflorescence. 
Kyllingas have smaller leaves 
and are less vertical. 

Kyllingas can infiltrate 
turfgrass and form dense 
patches, which are difficult 
to eradicate. Sedges and kyl-
lingas are fast spreading, and 
reproduce through seed and 
rhizomes, or underground 
tubers. How do you control 
these species? Herbicides 

are only effective on active 
growing plants. Therefore, 
May through August are the 
prime application months. 
However, long-term control 
is futile, if drainage issues 
are not resolved. Herbicides 
containing Imazaquin or 
Halosulfuron are effective 
controls. 

Some products are actu-
ally marketed as “nutsedge 
killer.” Imazaquin also con-
trols some broadleaf weeds 
and grasses along with 
sedges and kyllingas. 

Always follow the label 
directions and precautions. 
Hand removal is an effec-
tive measure. However, you 
must remove all rhizomes of 
the plant, or it will simply 
grow back.

For more information on 
sedge species, please contact 

Gulf County Extension at 
639-3200.

Supporting information 
for this article can be found 
in the UF/IFAS EDIS publi-
cation, “Sedge Biology and 
Management in Turf” by 
Darcy E. P. Telenko, Ramon 
Leon, J. Bryan Unruh and 
Barry J. Brecke: http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/
E P / E P 4 9 2 0 0 . p d f  &  t h e 
UT Institute of Agricul-
ture document, “Nutsedge 
and Kyllinga Species” by 
Mathew T. Elmore, James 
T. Brosnan and Gregory 
K. Breeden: http://www.
tennesseeturfgrassweeds.
org/Lists/Fact%20Sheets/
Attachments/23/W260up-
dated2015.pdf

U F / I F A S  E x t e n s i o n , 
A n  E q u a l  O p p o r t u n i t y 
Institution.

Sedge and Kyllinga thriving in dog days of summer

“With every mistake we 
must surely be learning...”

“While My Guitar Gently 
Weeps” as performed by The 
Beatles

R ecently I read about a 
fast food restaurant 
chain that is investing 

millions into computerized 
food service. The customer 
programs his food selec-
tion, then robots make each 
hamburger to order, adding 
desired condiments and 
even slicing whole pickles 
with millimeter precision.

Artificial intelligence has 
also been utilized recently 
in an attempt to recre-
ate a Beatles song. Critics 
called the final product 
somewhat "emotionless", 

and noted that it sounded 
more like the Beach Boys 
than the Beatles, but the 
very fact that we've got the 
technology to attempt such 
an endeavor is disconcert-
ing to human artists.

Our ability to control, 
regulate and direct AI repre-
sents a significant signpost 
toward a healthy economy 
in the 21st century. So the 
viability of using cobots, 
or collaborative robots, in 
the manufacturing sector 
is especially encourag-
ing. A 2016 study by the 
International Federation 
of Robotics reveals that 
fewer than 10 percent of 
jobs can be completely 
automated. Of course, that 
statistic suggests that 90 

percent of tasks can be at 
least partially automated. 
Most of those jobs are cur-
rently filled by low wage, 
low skilled workers.

Traditional robots require 
extensive programming. 
They are often cumber-
some, relatively immobile 
and dangerous for nearby 
workers, and many perform 
their functions locked away 
from employees. Perhaps 
most importantly, their 
presence was a threat to 
employees because they 
replaced human hands.

Cobots work in tandem 
with human workers and 
can help boost productivity, 
which then increases over-
all employment. Designed 
to shut down if a person 

crosses their path, cobots 
minimize worksite injury. 
Most require no sophis-
ticated coding and are 
generally lighter and more 
mobile than traditional 
robots. Just under a quarter 
million global industrial 
robots were sold last year, 
and only 5 percent of these 
were cobots. But cobots, 
sometimes called flexible 
robots, could soon become 
an important component 
of the profitability of small 
manufacturing plants.

As economist Gary Schil-
ling has written, "Col-
laborative robots that 
work alongside humans...
are getting cheaper and 
easier to program. 

And they’re safer and 
more user-friendly than 
earlier models that had 
to be caged to protect 
humans...Cobots are 
being used in warehouses 
and are much cheaper in 
moving goods than miles 
of conveyor belts."

Integrating technology 
like cobots into industrial 

manufacturing makes 
imminent sense to me, from 
a human standpoint. We 
simply cannot afford to 
invent and program our-
selves into a state of high 
unemployment. But using 
technology as a compli-
mentary feature on the 
factory floor is an evolved 
solution that can simulta-
neously assist us in achiev-
ing maximum efficiency 
and high employment.

 
Margaret R. McDowell, 
ChFC®, AIF®, author of 
the syndicated economic 
column “Arbor Outlook,” 
is the founder of Arbor 
Wealth Management, LLC, 
(850.608.6121 – www.
arborwealth.net), a fidu-
ciary, “fee-only” registered 
investment advisory firm 
located near Destin, FL. 
This column should not 
be considered personal-
ized investment advice and 
provides no assurance that 
any specific strategy or 
investment will be suitable 
or profitable for an investor.

Cobots, Robots and Recreating the Fab Four

On July 9, Deputy P. Young 
conducted a traffic stop on 
State 22 near the intersec-
tion of Jarrott Daniels Road. 
Deputy Young identified the 
driver, and sole occupant, as 
Bobby Lynn Tipton (46). A 
driver's license check revealed 
that Tipton's license was sus-
pended and was classified as 
a habitualtraffic offender. 
Tipton was placed under arrest 
for driving with a suspended 
license. While affecting the 
arrest, Tipton was found to 
be in possession of Oxycodone 
without a prescription. Tipton 
was additionally charged with 
Possession of a Controlled 
Substance.

On July 9, Deputy M. 
Manley was dispatched to the 
area of Old Panama Highway 
and Freeman Rouse Road in 
reference to female running 
around in the road with no 
clothing on. Deputy Manley 
found the female and made 
arrangements to get her 
clothed. Her mental state was 
unstable so she was taken into 
protective custody and trans-
ported to a treatment facility,

On July 9, Deputy M. 
Manley conducted a traffic 
stop on Big Daddy Nook Drive 
near the intersection of Lake 
Grove Road in Wewahitchka. 
Deputy Manley made contact 
with the driver, and a passen-
ger, and explained the reason 
for the stop. While speaking 
with the driver, who identi-
fied as Lawrence Odis Jacks 
(56), Deputy Manley could 
smell an odor of marijuana 

coming from inside the vehi-
cle. A search of the vehicle 
revealed approximately 10 
grams of marijuana hidden 
in a compartment inside 
the cab of the vehicle. Jacks 
took ownership of the mari-
juana and he was charged 
accordingly. Jacks also has a 
suspended driver's license so 
was additionally charged with 
DWLSR.

On July 10, at approxi-
mately 1:47 am, the Gulf 
County Sheriff's  Office 
received a report of two male 
subjects fleeing the Hwy 22 
Bar, tocated at L74l State 22 
in Wewahitchka, after hear-
ing what sounded like gun 
shots. Deputies responded to 
the scene and found the back 
door ajar. Deputies entered 
the building and found that 
the inside was saturated with 
gasoline. Due to the suspi-
cious circumstances, criminal 
investigators responded to 
the scene and are actively 
investigating the incident. 
Anyone with information 
pertaining to this event is 
encouraged to contact the 
Gulf County Sheriffs Office.

On July 1l, Deputy A. White 
was dispatched to the 9000 
block of C30-A in reference 
to a report of a theft. lt was 
reported that someone had 
stolen a Briggs and Stratton, 
gas powered, generator from 
underneath a pole barn on the 
property. The theft remains 
under investigation.

On July 11, Deputy A. White 
took a report of a theft at 
the Scallop Cove located in 

the 4000 block of Cape San 
Blas Road. Two white males 
were reported walking into 
the store and stealing two 
flashlights. Both men were 
captured committing the 
theft on video surveillance. 
Once they are identified, both 
subjects will be facing theft 
charges.

On July 12, the Gulf County 
Sheriffs Office received a tip 
regarding the location of 
a stolen vehicle out of Bay 
County. The vehicle was 
spotted at the Creek Stop 
Deli at State 71 and Stone 
Mill Creek Road. Deputy A. 
White responded to the area 
and confirmed the vehicle 
as stolen. He identified the 
driver of the vehicle as Ben-
jamin Lee Russell (38). lt was 
revealed that Russell's driv-
er's license was suspended 
so he was taken into custody 
and charged locally with 
McCurdy had an active war-
rant for Failure to Appear on 
the charges of Felony Domes-
tic Battery or Felony Battery.

On July 13, the Gulf County 
Sheriffs Office was assist-
ing the Apalachicola Police 
Department locate a vehicle 
being driven by a suspect who 
had pulled a gun on a subject 
in Apalachicola. Gulf County 
deputies located a vehicle 
matching the description of 
the suspect vehicle travel-
ing West on U.S. 98 toward 
Port St. Joe, from Franklin 
County. Deputies stopped 
the vehicle and identified the 
driver as Richard C. Jones, 
Jr. (23). Jones was detained 
and a firearm was found in 

his vehicle. Jones was con-
firmed as the suspect and will 
be facing criminal charges in 
Franklin County. The incident 
in Franklin County involved 
him and a subject who has a 
protection order against him. 
The protection order prohib-
its Jones from possessing a 
firearm so Jones was charged 
locally with Violation of an 
lnjunction for Protection 
Against Domestic Violence 
(Possession of a Firearm).

On July 14, Deputy V. Ever-
ett was dispatched to the 
200 block of N. 4th Street in 
Wewahitchka in reference to 
a criminal mischief. lt was 
reported that someone had 
broken into a barn and van-
dalized the contents of the 
barn, including the horses. 
A horse saddle and an equine 
medical kit was also stolen. 
The suspects tainted the 
horse feed with insect spray 
and painted graffiti around 
the barn in red paint. The 
horses were also painted on. 
Anyone with information 
regarding the case is encour-
aged to contact Sgt. John 
Murnan with the Gulf County 
Sheriff's Office.

On July 14, Deputy V. 
Everett was dispatched to 
the Gulf Correctional lnsti-
tution to assist Gulf C.l. staff 
in reference to a visitor being 
caught smuggling contra-
band into the prison. Keisha 
Brianne McClenton (26) was 
caught by Gulf C.l. authori-
ties attempting to introduce 
cocaine and synthetic can-
nabinoids into the prison. 
M c C l e n t o n  w a s  p l a c e d 

under arrest and charged 
with Possession of Cocaine, 
possession of a Controlled 
Substance and tntroduction 
of Contraband into a State 
Correctional lnstitution. 
McClenton had with her, two 
small children. The Depart-
ment of Children and Family 
Services was called and they 
responded to take custody of 
the children.

On July 15, Deputy M. 
Manley was assigned to 
investigate a report of a bur-
glary in the 8000 block of 
Hwy 98 in St. Joe Beach. A 
rental home was entered (no 
forced entry) and two tele-
visions and miscellaneous 
electronic goods were taken. 
Deputy Manley continues to 
investigate.

On July 15, Deputy Manley 
was dispatched to Harrison 
Drive in Wewahitchka in ref-
erence to a burglary. lt was 
reported that someone had 
entered into the a screened in 
portion of a porch and took a 
coffee can full of single dollar 
bills. The victims truck was 
entered into also. There the 
suspects took twenty to thirty 
dollars' worth of change and 
two packs of cigarettes. A 
half-gallon of Kentucky 
Deluxe whiskey was taken 
from the vehicle also.

If you have any informa-
tion regarding the afore-
mentioned cases, please 
contact the Gulf Coun-
tySheriffs Office at 227-
1115, 639-5717, or remain 
anonymous by calling Crime 
Stoppers at 785-TIPS.

Gulf County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce law enforcement summary

Margaret McDowell

July 9-15

Cobots work in tandem with human workers and can 
help boost productivity, which then increases overall 
employment. Designed to shut down if a person crosses 
their path, cobots minimize worksite injury. Most require 
no sophisticated coding and are generally lighter and 
more mobile than traditional robots. Just under a quarter 
million global industrial robots were sold last year, and 
only 5 percent of these were cobots.

Sedges have a triangular stem, which sets them apart 
from most weeds. Yellow and purple nutsedge are the 
most common species. Yellow nutsedge has a light green 
appearance with yellow-gold infl orescence (fl owers/seed 
heads). Purple nutsedge is darker green with red-purple 
infl orescence. Kyllingas have smaller leaves and are less 
vertical. 
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According to the district’s 
investigation, teachers had 
been instructed not to delve 
into the school shooting.

The intern’s concerns were 
taken to Principal Joni Mock, 
who took them ultimately to 

Norton.
Norton, alarmed by alle-

gations that Gentry had told 
students not to tell anyone 
about classroom discussions, 
said he was duty bound to 
investigate.

The investigation was 
turned over to a Tallahassee 
attorney.

After conducting inter-
v i e w s  a n d  r e v i e w i n g 
documents, the attorney 

sustained the allegations 
against Gentry; in several 
cases basing conclusions 
solely on body language and 
responses he concluded indi-
cated Gentry was not being 
truthful.

The attorney issued a 
12-page report outlining the 
allegations and his findings.

After hearing 30 min-
utes of praise for Gentry 
during an April meeting, 

the board followed Norton’s 
recommendation.

As speaker after speaker 
stated, Gentry was “well-
loved” and “well-respected” 
w i t h i n  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d 
community.

Gentry has twice been 
voted by her  peers  the 
school’s teacher of the year 
in the past seven years and 
was deemed “high impact” 
by the state, one fewer 

than 10 district teachers so 
ranked.

G e n t r y  h a s  a l s o  b e e n 
instrumental in establish-
ing student organizations to 
address bullying.

Further, as many noted 
in the spring, Gentry is the 
current president of the 
G u l f  C o u n t y  E d u c a t i o n 
Association, the union rep-
resenting teachers and all 
district employees.

TEACHER
From Page B1

She talked a bit with the 
store’s employee and owner 
about the costs and viability 
of replacing plastic with paper 
shopping bags, which they had 
researched and found out of 
reach.

Paper bags, it turned out, 
were more expensive than 
plastic.

But Jones had moved to Gulf 
County in the past 18 months 
and reusable shopping bags 
were already part of daily life.

Another volunteer with 
the Center, Irene Schmoller, 
joined the effort, bringing 
her expertise from the retail 
field in Arizona to the fore, 
undertaking to identify the 
appropriate canvas bag and 
subsequent ordering.

The Center provided the 
funding.

The bags are on sale at 
the Center for $15, with the 

Turtles and Trash exhibit logo 
on the side.

“We are selling them as 
part of the show,” Jones said. 
“We’re just trying to ask 
people to kick plastic bags, 
offering easy things to do to 
make a difference.

“One of the easiest and most 
impactful changes you can do 
to help the environment is to 
switch from plastic bags to 
reusable bags. They are mod-
estly price, I think.”

Plastic bags are challenging 
to recycle, are lethal to wild-
life and release toxic chemicals 
into the soil when buried in 
landfills, Jones said.

Plastic bags are one of the 
leading contributors to the 
plastic pollution of the oceans.

According to a 2015 study 
conducted by a scientific 
working group at the Uni-
versity of California at Santa 
Barbara’s National Center for 
Ecological Analysis and Syn-
thesis, every year eight million 
metric tons of plastic end up in 
the oceans.

That is equivalent to five 

grocery bags filled with plas-
tic for every foot of coastline 
in the world.

By 2025, that annual input 
is estimated to double, so the 
cumulative input for 2025 
would nearly 20 times the 
eight million metric tons, 
100 bags of plastic per foot of 
coastline in the world, accord-
ing to the study.

Jones said the canvas bags 
on sale at The Joe are “roomy 
and nice, with a square 
bottom, easy to manage and 
easier to balance than a plas-
tic bag.”

Turtles and Trash closes 
Aug. 23; the bags will be on 
sale at least until then, as long 
as they remain in stock.

“We’ll sell them until we run 
out,” Jones said.

And, if they sell out, Jones 
said, who knows, maybe 
another order.

All proceeds from the sale of 
the bags will benefit the non-
profit The Joe Center for the 
Arts.

The Center is located at 201 
Reid Ave.

BAGS
From Page B1

New canvas shopping bags are being sold by The Joe Center for the 
Arts during the tenure of its Turtles and Trash exhibit [SPECIAL TO THE 

STAR]

And, she said, the photos 
are taken during the daytime, 
when items are allowed on the 
beaches.

Godwin noted that her 
small staff, particularly the 
beach patrols and parks crew, 
have their hands full with ser-
vicing the more than two dozen 
parks in the county and the 
beaches.

“Our guys are out on the 
beach, every mile of beach, 
trying to educate people on 
Leave No Trace,” Godwin said. 
“We just haven’t had the staff 
(for enforcement).”

Additionally, the TDC has 
not been instructed by county 
administration to undertake 
enforcement.

The prior three summers, the 
county approached Leave No 

Trace with an education com-
ponent but no enforcement.

The goal was to ensure the 
information was out and readily 
available regarding the provi-
sions of Leave No Trace.

In addition, last year, the 
Board of County Commis-
sioners placed the discretion of 
enforcement in the hands of the 
county administrator.

Once last year, early in the 
season, TDC was instructed 
to tag items left on the beach 
overnight in violation of Leave 
No Trace.

However, the next step, actu-
ally removing the items, was not 
taken and this year there has 
been no tagging.

Among the first folks on the 
beaches each morning May to 
November, the volunteers with 
the St. Joseph Peninsula Turtle 
Patrol, have noticed a differ-
ence this year. “We have seen 
an increase of stuff left on the 
beach and it’s sad, we were on a 
pretty good path,” said Jessica 

Swindall, volunteer coordinator 
with the peninsula turtle patrol.

Over the prior two years, 
Swindall had repeatedly noted 
an improvement in the cleanli-
ness of the beaches, a plus for 
nesting turtles that flock to local 
beaches each year.

She had repeatedly found that 
the education program, which 

her team was a part of, was find-
ing some traction.

Now, she said, one violator 
leads to more.

“It kind of like a snowball 
effect, people will see one 
person who has their stuff out 
and the ordinance isn’t being 
enforced and they figure why 
not,” Swindall said.

Another commenter, who 
wished to remain anonymous 
out of fear of the impact on their 
business, said the state of the 
beach “saddens” them.

“It is still better than Panama 
City Beach,” they added. “Don’t 
me wrong, we love the area.

“But it lost a little special with 
the mess…”

LNT
From Page B1

North of the Trading Post, 6:45 a.m. July 6. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]
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NF-4529641

CITY OF WEWAHITCHKA

HELP WANTED

The City of Wewahitchka is looking to

hire a Maintenance 2 worker.

Must have graduated from High School
/equivalent GED or any equivalent or

combination of training and experience.
Must have a valid Florida driver’s license.

To request an application email:
connieparrish@fairpoint.net. You can

pick up an application at the City Annex
318 S 7th St. Wewahitchka, FL 32465

from 8-4 central time.

This institution is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.

N
F-4529623

N
F-
45

29
60

3

NEWLY RENOVATED! 
(2) Lanark Village Apartments

2 bed, 1 bath Units 
$1200/ month, $1200 SD

All Utilities Included 
- NO PETS -

AVAILABLE AUGUST
56-3 Parker in Lanark

1 bed, 1 bath • $550/month
$1000 Refundable SD

- No Pets -

AVAILABLE AUGUST
308 A 1st Street 

2 bed, 1 bath • $800/month 
$1000 Refundable SD

- No Pets -

21083S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.: 
17000071CAAXMX

TRINITY FINANCIAL 
SERVICES, LLC,
Plaintiff,

VS.

DAVID A. TRUNZO, et 
al.,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-
signed Clerk of Court 
of Gulf County, will on 
the 2nd day of August, 
2018, at 11:00 AM EST 

at In the lobby of the 
Gulf County Court-
house, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, FL 32456, offer 
for sale and sell at pub-
lic outcry to the highest 
and best bidder for 
cash, the following de-
scribed property situate 
in Gulf County, Florida:

LOT 5, BLOCK B, 
PARK POINT AT SE-
CLUDED DUNES, AC-
CORDING TO THE 
OFFICIAL PLAT 
THEREOF, RE-
CORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 4, AT PAGE 39, 
OF THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

PROPERTY AD-
DRESS: LOT 5 BLOCK 
B PARK POINT, PORT 
ST JOE, FL 32456

pursuant to a Final 
Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in
Case No. 
232017CA000071CAAXIVIX
of the Circuit 
Court of the Fourteenth 
Judicial Circuit in and 
for Gulf County, Flor-
ida, the style of which 
indicated above.

WITNESS MY HAND 
and seal of this Court 
on July 3rd, 2018.

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court

By: B A Baxter
Deputy Clerk

Law Offices of Damian 
G. Waldman, Esq.
PO Box 5162
Seminole, FL 33779
Pub: July 12, 19, 2018

21108
NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Comian X 
Tax Lien Fund, LLC, the 
Certificate Holder of the 
following Tax Sale Cer-
tificate, has filed said 
Certificate for a Tax 
Deed to be issued 
thereon. The Tax Deed 
Application number, 
Real Estate number, 
Certificate number, 
Date of Issuance and 
Name(s) in which it was 
assessed are

Application #2018-08
Tax Sale Certificate 
# 2010-519
Name in which as-
sessed: Estate of Edith 
M. Nations
R.E. No. 02166-000R
Date of Issuance:
May 28, 2010

Description of Property:

Lots 18 and 19, Block 
6, Lake Alice Subdivi-
sion, Wewahitchka, 
Florida, according to a 
recorded plat in the 
Clerk’s Office, Port St. 
Joe, Florida.

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State Florida. Unless
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida at 11:00 am 
E.T., Wednesday, 22nd 
day of August, 2018.

DATED: July 16, 2019

REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

BY: Elaine Bland,
Deputy Clerk
Pub July 19, 26, August 
2, 9, 2018

21089S
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.: 
23-2016-CA-000114

DIVISION:

NATIONSTAR MORT-
GAGE, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.

GINGER TAYLOR BER-
NAL, et al, 
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN Pursuant to a 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated 
June 28th, 2018, and 
entered in Case No. 
23-2016-CA-000114 of 
the Circuit Court of the 
Fourteenth Judicial Cir-
cuit in and for Gulf 
County, Florida in 
which Nationstar Mort-
gage, LLC, is the Plain-
tiff and GINGER TAY-
LOR BERNAL; JOHN 
PAUL BERNAL; JAE J. 
PATE; LAURA M. TAY-
LOR; MARLEN E. TAY-
LOR; THE UNKNOWN 
HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGN-
EES, LIENORS, CREDI-
TORS, TRUSTEES, OR 
OTHER CLAIMANTS 
CLAIMING BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER, 
OR AGAINST ALFRED 
EDWARD JOINES, DE-
CEASED; AND ANY 
AND ALL UNKNOWN 
PARTIES CLAIMING 
BY, THROUGH, UN-
DER, AND AGAINST 
THE HEREIN NAMED 
I N D I V I D U A L
DEFENDANT(S) WHO 
ARE NOT KNOWN TO 
BE DEAD OR ALIVE, 
WHETHER SAID UN-
KNOWN PARTIES MAY 
CLAIM AN INTEREST 
IN SPOUSES, HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANT-
EES, OR OTHER 
CLAIMANTS, re de-
fendants, the Gulf 
County Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court will sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash in/on 
the front lobby, Gulf 
County Clerk of Court 
office, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, FL 32456, Gulf 
County, Florida at 
11:00 A.M.Eastern 
Time on the 2nd day of 
August, 2018 , the fol-
lowing described prop-
erty as set forth in said 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure:

LOT TWENTY-TWO 
(22) IN BLOCK 
EIGHTY-FOUR (84) 
OF UNIT NO. 1, OF 
ST. JOSEPH’S ADDI-
TION TO THE CITY OF 
PORT ST. JOE, FLOR-
IDA, ACCORDING TO 
THE OFFICIAL MAP 
THEREOF, RE-
CORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 1, PAGE 28, 
PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.

A/K/A 1002 GARRI-
SON AVENUE, PORT 
SAINT JOE, FL 32456

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Dated in Gulf County, 
Florida this 5th day of 
July, 2018.

Rebecca L. Norris, 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court
Gulf County, Florida

By: B A Baxter
Deputy Clerk

Albertelli Law
Attornet for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 23028
Tampa, FL 33623
(813) 221-4743
(813) 221-9171 Fax
e S e r v i c e :
servealaw@albertellilaw.co
m

Pub: July 12, 19, 2018

21085S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA

CASE NO.: 
2017-CA-000067

CADENCE BANK, N.A.,
Plaintiff,

V.

THE UNKNOWN PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OF THE ESTATE 
OF LINDA D. GREEN, 
et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE is hereby 
given that Rebecca L. 
Norris, Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court of Gulf 
County, Florida, will on 
August 2, 2018, at 
11:00 a.m. EST, in the 
Gulf County Court-
house Lobby, 1000 
Cecil G. Costin, Sr., 
Blvd., Port St. Joe, FL 
32456 in accordance 
with Chapter 45, F.S., 
offer for sale and sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash, the fol-
lowing described prop-
erty situated in Gulf 
County, Florida, to wit:

Lot Thirty-One (31), 
Block One Thousand 
Ten (1010), Millview 
Addition to the City of 
Port St. Joe, a subdivi-
sion as per map or plat 
thereof recorded in Plat 
Book 1, Pages 46 and 
47, in the office of the 
Clerk of Circuit Court, 
Gulf County, Florida.

Property Address: 502 
Battles Street, Port St. 
Joe, FL 32456

pursuant to the Final 
Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in a case 
pending in said Court, 
the style and case 
number of which is set 
forth above.
Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

If the sale is set aside 
for any reason, the Pur-
chaser at the sale shall 
be entitled only to a re-
turn of the deposit 
paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortga-
gee or the Mortgagee’s 
attorney.

If you are a person 
with a disability who 
needs any accommo-
dation in order to par-
ticipate in this pro-
ceeding, you are enti-
tled, at no cost to you, 
to the provision of 
certain assistance. 
Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator by 
mail at P. 0. Box 1089, 
Panama City, FL 
32402 or by phone at 
(850) 747-5338 at 
least seven (7) days 
before your sched-
uled court appear-
ance, or immediately 
upon receiving this 
notification if the time 
before the scheduled 
appearance is 
lessthan seven (7) 
days. If you are hear-
ing impaired, please 
call 711 or email
ADARequest@jud14.flco
urts.org .

ITNESS my hand and 
official seal of this Hon-
orable Court, this 5th 
day of July, 2018.

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court

By: B A Baxter
Deputy Clerk

Sirote & Permutt, P.C.
1201 S. Orlando Ave, 
Suite 430
Winter Park, FL 32789
floridaservice@sirote.com
Pub: July 12, 19, 2018

21097S
PUBLIC
NOTICE

THE CODE ENFORCE-
MENT SPECIAL MAS-
TER WILL HOLD CODE 
E N F O R C E M E N T  
HEARINGS:

WHEN: Friday, July 20, 
2018
TIME: 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 
p.m.
WHERE:Commissioner’s
Chamber 2775 Garri-
son Ave.
SUBJECT:    Code En-

forcement violations
For the following loca-
tion:

103 Monica Drive Gulf 
County Parcel 
03060-000R 3:00 p.m.

302 16th Street Gulf 
County Parcel 
05219-080R 4:00p.m.

All persons are invited 
to attend these hear-
ings.  Any person who 
decides to appeal any 
decision made by the 
Special Master with re-
spect to any matter 
considered at said 
hearing will need a rec-
ord of the proceedings, 
and for such purpose 
may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is 
made, which record in-
cludes the testimony 
and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to 
be based.  The Code 
Enforcement Special 
Master of the City of 
Port St. Joe, Florida will 
not provide a verbatim 
record of this meeting.

IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILI-
TIES ACT, persons 
needing special ac-
commodations to par-
ticipate in this proceed-
ings should contact 
Charlotte Pierce, City 
Clerk, City of Port St. 
Joe, at City Hall, Tele-
phone No. 
850/229-8261.
THE CITY OF PORT 
ST. JOE

Charlotte Pierce
City Clerk
Pub: July 12,19, 2018

21110S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File Number 18-44-PR

IN RE: ESTATE OF
ANTHONY DAVID 
SHULER File Number 
18-44-PR
Deceased.

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

The administration of 
the estate of ANTHONY 
DAVID SHULER,
deceased, whose date 
of death was June 9th, 
2018 and whose social 
security number is 
___-__-0855, is pending 
in the Circuit Court for 
Gulf County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the 
address of which is 
Gulf County Court-
house, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, Florida 32456. 
The name and address 
of the personal repre-
sentative and the per-
sonal representative’s 
attorney are set forth 
below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be 
served must file their 
claims with this Court 
WITHIN THE LATER 
OF THREE (3) 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY (30) DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and per-
sons having claims or 
demands against the 
decedent’s estate must 
file their claims with this 
Court WITHIN THREE 
(3) MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE 
FLORIDA PROBATE 
CODE WILL BE 
BARRED NOTWITH-
STANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH 
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM
FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AF-
TER THE DECE-
DENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this Notice is 
July 19, 2018.

Attorney for Personal 
Representative:

Charles A. Costin
Florida Bar No. 699070
Post Office Box 98 Port 
Port St. Joe, FL 32457

Telephone: (850) 
227-1159
email:ccostin@costinlaw.c
om

Personal Representa-
tives:
Shirley Shuler
9323 Olive Avenue
Port St. Joe, FL 32456
Pub July 19, 26, 2018

21112S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File Number 18-41-PR

IN RE: ESTATE OF
CLAUDE RANDOLF 
WESTON, JR.
Deceased.

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

The administration of 
the estate of CLAUDE 
RANDOLF WESTON, 
JR., deceased, whose 
date of death was July 
24, 2017 and whose 
social security number 
is ___- __-9239, is 
pending in the Circuit 
Court for Gulf County, 
Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of 
which is Gulf County 
Courthouse, 1000 Cecil 
G. Costin, Sr. Blvd., 
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32456. The name and 
address of the personal 
representative and the 
p e r s o n a l
representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be 
served must file their 
claims with this Court 
WITHIN THE LATER 
OF THREE (3) 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY (30) DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and per-
sons having claims or 
demands against the 
decedent’s estate must 
file their claims with this 
Court WITHIN THREE 
(3) MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE 
FLORIDA PROBATE 
CODE WILL BE 
BARRED NOTWITH-
STANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH 
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM 
FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AF-
TER THE DECE-
DENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this Notice is 
July 19, 2018.

Attorney for Personal 

Representative:

Charles A. Costin
Florida Bar No. 699070
Post Office Box 98
Port St. Joe, FL 32457
Telephone: (850) 
227-1159
email:ccostin@costinlaw.c
om

Personal Representa-
tives:

George G. Weston
321 N. Diana Street

Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

John M. Weston
4403 Bayou Oaks Drive
Panama City, FL 32465
Pub July 19, 26, 2018

21122S
PUBLIC NOTICE

The FY 2018 Contin-
uum of Care (CoC) 
NOFA has been re-
leased and can be 
found on 
www.hudexchange.info/pro-
grams/coc/.  Any 
organization, including 
those that are not cur-
rently funded through 
the NWFL CoC, may 
submit new project ap-
plications for the DV 
bonus in the amount of 
$78, 384 and/or Rapid 
Rehousing bonus in the 
amount of $45,831. 
Please visit 
www.doorwaysnwfl.org 
for more information 
and timelines.  If you 
have any questions, 
please contact 
850-481-5446.
Pub July 19, 2018

Port Saint Joe
310 4th Street
Sat. July 21

8am - till
Johnnie’s Trim 

Shop Moving Sale
Furniture,

Remnant Fabrics,
Old Retro Tables,

Some Tools, Revolving 
Display Racks,

Old Bicycles & Parts
(Some New), & misc.

Attached are photos 
of the 1973 John 

Deere 310D
backhoe, serial No. 
208958T. The hour 
meter shows 6,672 

hours so despite the 
age it was hardly 
used. It was used 
sparingly over the 
years on a large 

piece of property in 
the area by one 
man. He liked to 

move dirt.
I have charged the
battery and it turns 
over, but I was not 
able to start it. My
experience with 

small Diesel tractors 
is that they have 

glow plugs and/or a 
compression release 

to aid in
starting. If this thing 
has one I couldn’t

figure it out. I didn’t
notice any leaks 

from the engine or 
hydraulic system. 

Some of the
hydraulic lines

appear new. I am 
asking $8,000. The 
machine is located 

in Eastpoint close to 
the bay.

Call 504-523-3456
Open to offers.

Acorn Outdoor /
Indoor Stair Lift
Excellent Condition 

Outdoor stair lift but 
always under cover 
of stairwell out of 
w e a t h e r / e l e m e n t s .  
Easily used indoors. 
New computer 
board, remotes & 
cover. 17ft right-side 
travel rail. $1,350. 
8 5 0 . 2 9 4 . 7 4 9 4 ,  
jessemckenzie50@gma
il.com

Publisher’s
Notice

All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any 
such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination” 
Familial status includes 
children under the age 
of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and 
people securing cus-
tody of children under 
18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed 
that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper 
are available on a equal 
opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free number for the 
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Indian Pass Area
4 bedroom / 2bath

on 5 acres with pond.
1 Year Lease. $1800 

per month $750
deposit.

Call (850)370-6001

Creamer’s Tree 
Service

Call Jason @ 
(850)832-9343

If you’re ready to move and
overflowing with stuff

Classified can help you
store it or sell it!
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