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The board of Triumph 
Gulf Coast, Inc., emerged 
from last week’s meeting 
in Niceville still debating 
the issue of whether awards 
could be offered to private 
entities.

The board’s attorney 
took a layered view and 

his opinion casts projects 
involving Eastern Ship-
building with shades of 
doubt.

Yes, the legislation that 
established Triumph Gulf 
Coast, which is charged 
with awarding more than $1 
billion in eight Northwest 
Florida counties over the 
next 15 years, provides the 
flexibility for awards to pri-
vate companies.

However, amendments 
approved, unanimously, in 
2017, as well as comments 
from legislative leaders 
indicated that such awards 
would not be received 
positively in Tallahassee, 
including by the state Audi-
tor General.

“While there is a liberal 
manner in which to inter-
pret the statute to allow 
the Board to develop and 

create a mechanism to fund 
private economic develop-
ment projects, the risk of 
an adverse opinion from 
the Auditor General or dif-
ference of opinion with 
the Legislature suggest the 
Board should proceed with 
extreme caution in doing 
so,” wrote the board’s 
General  Counsel  Scott 

Eastern projects in fl ux as 
Triumph board debates awards

New neon was installed to the signage and 
marquee .

The production of a Dodge commercial became an opportunity to upgrade the front of the 
historic Port Theatre. [PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE STAR]
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The year is turning into one of firsts for 
Port St. Joe.

Must be what happens when a major 
album release is carrying the name.

The ripple from the The Brothers 
Osborne decision to name their new album 
“Port Saint Joe” continued last week with 
the filming of a national Dodge Ram com-
mercial which featured the brothers and 
the community.

And in addition to the profile the com-
mercial brought to the band and city, the 
impacts were most obvious at the Port 
Theatre, which received a significant 
facelift in advance of last Wednesday’s 
filming.

A commercial for Dodge, 
facelift for the theater

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star | 850-227-7827
@PSJ_Star | tcroft@starfl.com

The final face on the Port 
St. Joe City Commission will 
be determined Tuesday.

Tuesday is Election Day in 
the city and voting will take 
place 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. ET 
the Fire Station on Williams 
Ave.

Early voting continues 
through Saturday, 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. ET each day at the 
Supervisor of Elections Office 
at 401 Long Ave.

E a r l y  v o t e r s  s h o u l d 
enter via the Fourth Street 
entrance.

When voting, either early 
or on Tuesday, please have a 
photo ID ready and turn cell 
phones to mute.

The election is to determine 

Tuesday 
is PSJ 
Election 
Day

By Tim Croft
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A Wewahitchka man was 
arrested Wednesday on sex 
abuse charges after a tip 
from a third-party alerted 
authorities.

Dylan James Houbler, 23, 
was arrested 
and changed 
w i t h  1 0 
c o u n t s  o f 
lewd or las-
civious 
b a t t e r y  o n 
a person 12 
or older but 
younger than 
16, according 

to the Gulf County Sheriff’s 
Office.

The investigation began 
April 24 after a tip to the SO 

Tip leads 
to arrest 
on sex 
abuse 
charges

Dylan James 
Houbler

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star | 850-227-7827
@PSJ_Star | tcroft@starfl.com

Fire scorched several acres 
at Salinas Park Monday night 
before brought under control 
by multiple local and state fire 
units.

The fire was reported at 
around 8 p.m. ET and by the 
time crews arrived acreage 
near the inland playground 
area was in flames.

The fire was concentrated 
on the area between the South 
Gulf County Fire Station on 
State 30E and the roadway 
of State 30A, along the turn 
heading toward Indian Pass.

In all, roughly 3-4 acres 
were burned, said Capt. 
Mike Barrett with the South 
Gulf County Volunteer Fire 
Department.

In addition to the South 
Gulf fire units, responding 
units arrived from the city of 
Port St. Joe, The Beaches and 
Highland View volunteer fire 

Fire in 
Salinas 
Park, 
vandalism 
at  schools

The fi re was located between the 
South Gulf Fire Station and State 
30A. [COURTESY OF JOHN SELLERS]
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Some worthy efforts are 
included in this week’s 
options.

Here are some 
suggestions.

“Honor Walk” groundbreak-
ing this morning. The public is 
invited as the county breaks 
ground for the “Honor 
Walk” to be constructed 
at Veterans Memorial Park 
at Beacon Hill. The cer-
emony will be held 10 a.m. 
ET today. The ground-
breaking is aimed at raising 
awareness to the fundrais-
ing campaign underway. 
The goal is $300,000. The 
“Honor Walk” would fill 
an 80-foot-by-140-foot 
area between the park’s 
new amphitheater and the 
highway, situated along the 
bluff overlooking the Gulf 
of Mexico. The area would 
be anchored by an Ameri-
can flag on a pole of 70-80 
feet within a pentagon, the 
American flag surrounded 
by flag poles and flags 
honoring the branches of 
the military. At each point 
of the pentagon around the 
American flag would be five 
8-foot-by-3-foot monu-
ments for each branch of the 

military, each inscribed with 
the Gulf County veterans 
who “paid the ultimate sac-
rifice,” in battle. There will 
be seating behind the flags 
and several areas for quiet 
reflection and brick and 
concrete walkways thread 
through the memorial.

The entire area would be 
surrounded by a 4-foot high 
fence with pillars spaced 
along the length of the 
fence. Walkways will extend 
20 feet from the center of 
a monument in opposite 
directions. Commemora-
tive paver bricks on the 
walkways, inside the center 
circle of the memorial and 
along both outer circles will 
be engraved in the honor of 
or in memory of individual 
veterans. To learn more 
go to: http://www.Veter-
ansParkHonorWalk.org.

Join the Senior Center’s 
“Rockathon.” May is fund-
raising month for the Gulf 
County Senior Citizens 
Centers and the events 
kick-off this weekend with 
the annual “Rockathon” 
on May 5 from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m. ET in Port St. Joe 
and 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. CT 
in Wewahitchka. Volun-
teers will be “rocking” at 

four locations, the Piggly 
Wiggly, Ace Hardware and 
Famers Market in Port St. 
Joe and at the IGA Market 
in Wewahitchka. Come out 
and support our seniors 
with donations and pledges. 
Organizers are also still 
seeking folks that would like 
to sit and rock for an hour or 
more to help us fill our rock-
ing chairs. If you would like 
to volunteer please contact 
the center at Port St. Joe at 
229-8466.

Shop the SaltAir Farmers 
Market. The Port St. Joe 
SaltAir Farmers Market has 
kicked off its 11th year and 
the market is back Saturday 
at City Commons adjacent 
to Port St. Joe City Hall, 
at the intersection of Reid 
Ave. and Cecil G. Costin, Sr. 
Blvd.. The market is held 9 
a.m. until 1 p.m. ET the first 
and third Saturdays of every 
month in the park. At the 
market you may find fresh 
seasonal produce, jewelry, 
tie dye, carved woodwork 
and much more. This Sat-
urday, the Market will be 

hosting the Rockathon for 
Seniors and the Gulf County 
Library during Children’s 
Book Week.

Celebrate Tourism Day. 
With National Tourism 
Day on Sunday, the Gulf 
County Tourist Develop-
ment Council will celebrate 
tourism in Gulf County 

5-7 p.m. ET Monday at the 
Welcome Center adjacent 
to George Core Park in Port 
St. Joe. Centennial Bank will 
be providing grilled hot dogs 
and hamburgers and there 
will be photo-ops and yard 
games. The event is free and 
visitors, stakeholders and 
partners are encouraged to 
join the celebration.

T H I N G S  T O  D O

Ground-breaking for the Honor Walk at Veterans Memorial Park in 
Beacon Hill is this morning. 

The Rockathon will benefi t Gulf County Senior Citizens is Saturday.

The SaltAir Farmers Market returns Saturday. [FILE PHOTOS]
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from a third party.
Sgt. Larry Dickey 

contacted the alleged 
victim who confirmed 
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
from the complaint, 
according to the SO.

The Gulf Coast Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center 
(CAC) assisted with the 
investigation, inter-
viewing the victim.

The forensic inter-
view revealed the 
s e x u a l  a b u s e  h a d 

occurred multiple 
times over the last 
three months, accord-
ing to the SO.

Houbler was taken 

i n t o  c u s t o d y  a n d 
admitted to the unlaw-
ful conduct disclosed 
by the victim. Houbler 
was transported to the 
Gulf County Deten-
tion Facility and first 
appeared. He remains 
in custody.

“The information 
that started this inves-
tigation was obtained 
from a third party who 
was brave enough to 
step forward,” said 
Gulf County Sheriff 
Mike Harrison. “The 
information ultimately 
resulted in an arrest 
and ended the further 
abuse of the victim.”

ARREST
From Page A1

Star Staff Report

A Mexico Beach com-
pany is after a world 
record.

Barefoot Kayak & 
Paddle Board Rent-
als in Mexico Beach 
will attempt to break a 
Guinness World Record 
for most surfboars/
paddle boards lined up 
on the beach at 11 a.m. 
CT May 19.

The current record 
for the most surfboards 
or paddle boards lined 

up on the beach is 
608 boards which was 
achieved in Nobbys 
Beach, Australia.

The record attempt 
is all onshore and there 
will be extra boards for 
those without.

P a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e 
asked to register on at 
the company’s web-
site for a $5 donation in 
order to have a formal 
count for the record.

All donations for the 
attempt will go to the 
Sea Turtle Conservancy 

in Gainesville.
Registration also 

includes a t-shirt.
For questions con-

tact Kelly Simpson at 
850-541-8161.

V i e w  t h e  r e c o r d 
attempt information 
at https://www.mex-
icobeachsup.com/
world-record-attempt.

Barefoot Kayak & 
Paddle Board will also 
host a paddle board 
race that morning prior 
to the attempt to break 
the world record.

MB company chasing world record“The information 
that started this 
investigation was 
obtained from a 
third party who 
was brave enough 
to step forward. 
The information 
ultimately resulted 
in an arrest and 
ended the further 
abuse of the victim.”

Mike Harrison, Gulf 
County sheriff
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The spoken word is given scant 
attention; the printed word 
is thoughtfully weighed. The 
spoken word barely asserts; the 
printed word thoroughly con-
vinces. The spoken word is lost; 
the printed word remains.

F ront porch sitting in the 
Old South is remembered 
today much like sweet 

tea and fried green toma-
toes. It’s one of our “staples” 
when it comes to describing 
the myriad of fond memo-
ries from those remarkable 
summer days of yesteryear. 
We picture close knit families 
and friends enjoying lem-
onade and ice tea as the sun 
sets over the Magnolia trees. 
Charm drips from the wiste-
ria. It’s nostalgia on steroids!

We speak in tones of rever-
ence for the hallowed porch 
of this wonderful bygone era. 
It has become the epitome of 
Southern custom, an institu-
tion, an idyllic portrait of an 
endearing place from an appeal-
ing time…… But the plain truth 
here is by early summer, it was 
too hot to be inside! We were 
not so much “carrying on an old 
family tradition” as we were 
trying to find a practical way to 
beat the heat.

Plus, you had a much better 
vantage point to check on Mr. 
Brooks’ cotton. And we could 
get an early peep at who was 
coming down the road. It also 
gave us a ringside seat if the 
neighbors were a’fussing.

Mr. Manley would stop by, 
make himself at home on the 
top step, and pass around his 
award winning strawberries. 
Pete Joiner would pull over 
and talk trucks and motor stuff 
with Dad. Mr. Archie Moore 
would sit a spell when he came 
by looking for one of his dogs. 

Aunt Jessie would show up and 
just talk.

But for the life of me, I don’t 
ever remember Scarlett O’Hara 
sashaying up to our porch and 
reminding us that “Tomor-
row is another day.” I’ve never 
had a mint julep in my life. And 
in all my years of front porch 
sitting, I never one time heard 
“Theme from a Summer Place” 
playing somehow mysteriously 
out of the air!

I also don’t remember any 
talk about pecan pie reci-
pes, hem lines being shorter, 
Brother Hatcher’s latest 
sermon or the price of gasoline 
going up to twenty-five cents a 
gallon. Now, I’m sure some of 
that was discussed from time 
to time. But mostly I remem-
ber talking about how hot it 
was. Everyone was a fledg-
ing meteorologist! We’d peer 
down the lane beside the house 
hoping for enough wind to kick 
up a little dust. Or we’d stare 
at the high passing clouds and 
pray for a shower to cool things 
down a mite.

Air conditioning might have 
been invented by the early 
1950’s in New York City or 
Tyler, Texas. But it sure hadn’t 
made its way out to the end of 
Stonewall Street……or most 
anywhere else in town. The 
Park Theatre was the only air 
conditioned building I can 
remember……which explains 
why so many of our parents 
joined us for the Saturday mat-
inee in the sweltering summer 
months.

And this lack of air condi-
tioning was the reason we had 
quit the house for the porch in 
the first place. The mere possi-
bility of a breeze was way better 
than collecting sweat beads in 
the parlor. Mom cooked three 
meals a day—everyday—which 
sent heat cascading from the 

kitchen to every room in the 
house. There were nights when 
I’d near ’bout drown in my own 
bed sheet. The cats wouldn’t 
even come inside to eat.

The front porch wasn’t a 
luxury for us. It was a neces-
sity! And we adapted to it. 
Daddy set the radio against 
the wall next to the screen 
door leading to the porch. We 
listened to “The Great Gilder-
sleeve”, “Amos ‘n’ Andy” and 
“Fibber McGee and Molly” out 
under the stars. I was sitting on 
that porch Sunday afternoon, 
May 2, 1954, when Stan Musial 
hit five homeruns in a double-
header against the Giants.

We’d take a sling shot and 
shoot at ole Duke as he scam-
pered across the yard. If Duke 
was chasing rabbits, we’d talk 
David into taking his place. 
We’d spin a top and see who 
could get the closest to the 
edge. We played Rook by the 
hours out there. We’d make 
gunpowder and blow plastic 
army men off that old porch.

I brought Millicent Blackburn 
over one evening. The plan was 
for us to sit quietly by ourselves 
in the porch swing and hope-
fully I could sneak my arm 
around her shoulders. Before 
we could settle in, Leon came 
out to get some fresh air and 
immediately launched into the 
story of how he was abducted 
by aliens. Mom followed right 
after him. David hopped into 
the swing BETWEEN me and 
Millicent. And Dad got to quiz-
zing her so much as to how her 
grandfather was doing with his 
hogs that I couldn’t get a word 
in edgeways.

If you want to call that nos-
talgia, have at it…….

 
Respectfully,
 
Kes

H U N K E R  D O W N

Millicent dropped me like a hot rock!

Kesley Colbert

S o you want to be a sci-
entist or an engineer? 
There are many reasons 

people want to go into sci-
ence and engineering. They 
sometimes involve child-
hood games and hobbies such 
as model airplanes, building 
things with Legos, robotics 
or a special science project.

High school students see 
that the scientific community 
generally get paid well coming 
out of college and that is often a 
motivator. Other students have 
teachers who have noted they 
are good in math or physics 
or another area of science and 
recommend a career in engi-
neering or research.

Then when the student gets 
to college, or perhaps before, 
they have to choose the area 
of science or engineering they 
wish to pursue. Specialties 
such electrical, mechani-
cal, materials, computer and 
aerospace engineering are just 
a handful of the types of folks 
I get to work with on a daily 
basis. You also have to throw 
various other mathematics 
and physics folks into the mix. 
Add to that the fact that most 
of these people don’t just have 
one degree, they generally have 
at least two.

With these advanced scien-
tific and engineering degrees, 
you get this wonderful mix 

of experts who often mistak-
enly think they are the best at 
everything they do. Honestly, 
sometimes you might get a 
few without good walking 
around sense and more than a 
few without the social skills to 
survive outside the world they 
work and thrive in.

Then, you let them have 
clubs amongst themselves…

You have the obvious things 
like tennis, volleyball, golf and 
softball. Then you have the 
more job specific clubs like the 
“Skywatchers” and the Ama-
teur Radio Club.

Being a mathemagical type 
fellow, I have chosen to par-
ticipate in what I like to call 
the “1000 Square Feet of 
Madness.” That is what you 
have, when you let these nerdy 
scientists have a 50 by 20 foot 
plot to plant and grow anything 
they want to grow. Not literally 
anything – it of course has to 
be legal. At this point in my life, 
it seems like just about every-
thing is legal, but I honestly am 
shooting for bumper crops of 
tomatoes, squash, peppers and 
eggplant.

Having been a substitute or 
“relief gardener” for a friend 
last year, I felt it was necessary 
to give it a go myself and see 
what I could do with my own 
1000 square feet. After doing a 
little politicking and begging, 
I managed to get one of the 
coveted lots with better dirt 
and kind of in the middle of the 
plots.

You want to be in the middle 
because the outside plots are 
much more likely get attacked 
by the deer and little varmints 
like rabbits and raccoons. Yes, 

we put up fences and cages, but 
I have been told that they don’t 
work really well.

So, here I am in them in the 
middle of 30 or so “experts,” 
some of whom have retired and 
others who are “after-work/
sneak over at lunch” farmers. 
I’m not real sure how to explain 
what it’s like here in our com-
munity garden, but I know I 
like it.

First of all, there was the 
“staking party” that took place 
in early April, where they 
invited all of the “Garden Club 
Members” to come out and 
help them mark off the 50x20 
plots for all of the members. 
Talking to a couple of fellows 
in my building, I found out that 
they rarely go to the staking 
party. I asked them why… They 
both noted that they were not 
needed.

I still had to go and see if I 
could help. Within about five 
minutes, I understood why my 
building buddies and even I, 
were “not needed.” The three 
or four folks that stake out the 
plots, have always staked out 
the plots and for that matter, 
will stake out the plots until 
their ashes are mixed with the 
dirt of their primo plots.

You don’t mess with the 
“Staking Committee.” Not a 
problem, my lot may have been 
a little less than 1000 square 
feet, but it was plenty.

It’s been about four weeks 
now and I have my garden 
about 75 percent complete or 
planted. I have learned that 
in this garden club of experts 
that I will get many differing 

C R A N K S  M Y  T R AC T O R

1,000 square feet of madness

BN Heard

See CRANKS,  A5

By Lee H. Hamilton

O ur republic is under stress. So 
much so, in fact, that if you’re not 
worried about its future, you prob-

ably haven’t been paying attention.
What makes me say this? Our public 

discourse has become uncivil and shrill. 
Corruption and unethical actions by promi-
nent politicians headline the daily news. 
Too many politicians make their mark by 
fueling division, exploiting frustration and 
casting doubt on our democratic institu-
tions — and too many Americans respond 
by agreeing with them.

On the whole, Americans’ regard for our 
political institutions and the people who run 
them is scraping rock bottom. By two-to-
one margins, parents urge their children not 
to go into politics.

And who can blame them? These days, 
it’s far easier to enumerate the things that 
are wrong with our republic than what 
is right. It’s marked by a proliferation of 
special interests, an avalanche of money, 
disregard for facts, gridlock, partisan ger-
rymandering, excessive partisanship, and 
indifference to the common good among 
political leaders.

So it’s not surprising that many Ameri-
cans have tuned out. They understand our 
republic only vaguely and participate in it 
less. Voting rates are depressing, and a dis-
turbing number of young Americans reject 
politics in all its forms.

While political engagement — as mea-
sured by people taking to the streets — may 
be on the rise, that’s not necessarily a sign 
of good civic health. In fact, we appear to 
be caught in a dangerous downward cycle. 
Government is seen as dysfunctional and 
corrupt; this causes the ablest people to stay 
out of government and politics; and this, in 
turn, hobbles politics and government.

The risk in all this is that as Americans 
disengage, we place the entire American 
democratic enterprise in jeopardy. Lin-
coln’s burning question at Gettysburg 
— “Whether a nation so conceived and so 
dedicated can long endure” — was apt then; 
it is disturbingly so today.

So what do we do? There are plenty of 
steps we could take to strengthen our dem-
ocratic institutions and make government 
more efficient, effective, and responsive. 
But what we need most of all is for our citi-
zens — that’s you and me — to appreciate 
this democracy we’ve inherited, and to step 
up to the responsibilities it asks of us.

Our republic, despite its many challenges, 
is at its core a monumental achievement. It 
is marked by strong, independent branches 
of government, entrusted to exercise lim-
ited and defined powers within the bounds 
of the Constitution. It enshrines checks 
and balances, separation of powers, equal 
individual rights and opportunity, and the 
rule of law.

It provides fair, free elections — mostly 
free from fraud and manipulation. Most 
remarkably of all, it is constructed to 
allow us to seek a more perfect union — to 
improve it as the nation evolves. This is its 
great strength.

But we can only take advantage of its 
strength when we act as though we’re all 
in this republic together — when we work 
cooperatively to secure a country where all 
people have the opportunity to enjoy the 
promise of America by living a life of honor, 
excellence…and responsibility.

Because democracy places demanding 
responsibilities on its citizens — to cast an 
informed vote, to engage in the dialogue of 
democracy with civility and a willingness 
to learn, to make discriminating judgments 
about politics and politicians, to work with 
others to strengthen the institutions of 

We’re all 
in this 

together

See HAMILTON,  A5
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opinions and bits of advice 
every time I go. The con-
versations are always good, 
but there is a lot of critiquing 
of how I’m planting, what 
I’m planting and when I’m 
planting.

It’s OK, I have worked with 
this type of person/gardener 
for over 30 years and I have 
seen the really wonderful 
things they have “planted” 
in the sky, so I listen intently 

to their advice, but continue 
with my own decisions.

To throw them a curve, this 
last week, I started staking my 
tomatoes with odds and ends 
from my garage. There are 
several golf clubs, a baseball 
bat and hockey stick scattered 
around my garden now.

 For whatever reason, my 
fellow garden club members 
seemed to have thought 
that my innovative stakes 
made a lot of sense and have 
stopped telling me what I am 
doing wrong.

 
Read more stories at www.
CranksMyTractor.com.

CRANKS
From Page A4

democracy and improve 
our part of the world.

We will disagree with 
one another about all 
kinds of issues — but also 
know that we need to 
accept and tolerate those 
differences, because we 
are far stronger when we 
seek to reconcile them 
rather than ignore or 
exacerbate them.

Let’s not deny it: the 
trends these days are 

worrisome. We face a 
bewildering array of 
dangers to our republic. 
Authoritarian rule and 
autocratic leadership, once 
unthinkable, are now true 
concerns. We are sub-
ject to unwanted foreign 
influence, prey to public 
and private figures who 
use government to pursue 
money and power and 
manipulate the rules of the 
game for personal gain, 
and at the mercy of politi-
cians who believe that 
whatever it takes to win is 
just fine.

But if we also lose trust 

that we, as citizens, can 
turn the republic around 
by shouldering our respon-
sibilities to act, that’s 
when we’re truly sunk.

 
Lee Hamilton is a Senior 
Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on 
Representative Govern-
ment; a Distinguished 
Scholar, IU School of 
Global and International 
Studies; and a Professor 
of Practice, IU School of 
Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member 
of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for 34 years.

HAMILTON
From Page A4

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star | 850-227-7827
@PSJ_Star | tcroft@starfl.com

A long-sought project to 
repave Reid Ave. in Port St. 
Joe took shape Tuesday night 
during consecutive meetings.

The Port St. Joe Redevel-
opment Agency and the City 
Commission, the five mem-
bers of which are also five of 
the seven PSJRA board mem-
bers, approved a proposal 
which will bring a complete 
repaving of Reid by August.

No performing the work 
on specific sections, no spot 
improvements to the road 
bed.

Instead, the project will 
bring repaving of Reid from 
First to Fifth Streets.

In effect, the city would 
be paying for the road work 
through road bond money, 
roughly $200,000, via a loan 
and payback agreement with 
the PSJRA.

The agreement accom-
plishes two goals.

For the PSJRA, Reid Ave. 
and its bumpy and indented 
pavement has been a thorn 
to an agency charged with 
improving the aethetics of 
downtown.

And as the downtown 
sector, as PSJRA executive 
director Bill Kennedy said, 
is “rockin’ and rollin’”, and 
traffic and parking issues 
increase, the road issues are 
compounded.

For the city, the press-
ing need to spend nearly a $1 
million in road bond fund-
ing, having it encumbered 
by the end of June, will be 
aided by using nearly a quar-
ter of those dollars to resolve 
a major headache.

In essence, the city will 
be spending the money in 
the immediate, fulfilling its 
obligations on the road bond 
dollars, with the knowledge 
the funds will be back in its 
coffers down the road.

How much the city has in 
road bond funds arose when 
Commissioner Rex Buzzett 
noted the county had levied 
$57,000 in “mobilization” 
fees against the city though 
the city had yet to use any 
road bond funding.

“We haven’t done any 
mobilization, they haven’t 
done any mobilization for 
us,” Buzzett said. 

“I thought we working on 
cooperation.”

Kennedy said the repav-
ing, which would include 
completely redoing the road 
bed, currently the crux of the 
problem, will be done at night 
and the work will take about 
two weeks.

Kennedy said the PSJRA 
will also embark on two other 

major projects in the coming 
months.

One is to build a public 
restroom along Reid Ave.

The city, with a new attor-
ney, is working on a lease 
agreement with attorney 
Bob Kerrigan for a lot near 
the Chamber of Commerce 
building in the 300 block of 
Reid.

The final details of the 
lease, which would entail a 
payment of $1 per year, have 
yet to come before commis-
sioners for a vote.

The other project is the 
PSJRA’s matching grant to 
assist the Port Theatre Arts 
and Cultural Center organi-
zation with a state historic 
grant to renovate the theater.

The theater project was 
one spot short in the rank-
ings for state funds this past 
legislative session and the 
application will be submit-
ted for the next cycle.

The effort took at a greater 
profile with the recent façade 
improvements funded in sig-
nificant measure through a 
grant from Dodge.

Cinco de mayo

Two Reid Ave. restaurants, 
Peppersand Provisions, 
received tentative permis-
sion from commissioners to 
close off parking along Reid in 
front of their two restaurants 
as part of a Saturday celebra-
tion of Cinco de mayo.

The event, characterized 
as a “pilot” by a representa-
tive of Peppers, will include 
live music and a celebration 
of Hispanic heritage inside 
a tent between the two 
restaurants.

There will be alcohol, beer 
and wine outside, served.

Commissioners approved 
the request, pending proper 
permitting by staff.

But, Mayor Bo Patterson, 
in that spirit of cooperation 
asked that representatives 
from Peppers help the city 
address parking issues along 
Reid.

P a t t e r s o n  n o t e d  t h a t 
among Reid Ave. merchants 
approached about moving 
employee vehicles out of Reid 
parking spots, the employ-
ees of Peppers have been 
unresponsive.

Employees park along Reid 
and those spaces, in front of 
other merchants’ storefronts, 
are occupied for hours, Pat-
terson said.

The restaurant is repeatedly 
identified as the primary vio-
lator when the city attempts 
to correct parking issues 
along the main downtown 
thoroughfare.

“Cooperation works both 
ways,” Patterson said.

Reid Ave. to 
receive its 
makeover 
this summer

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star | 850-227-7827
@PSJ_Star | tcroft@starfl.com 

Rotary International estab-
lished 2018 as the year to plant 
a tree.

To resume a call from 1990 
to protect the environment, to 
plant a tree for every Rotary 
member, 1.2 million in all.

Last week, as part of the 
celebration of National Arbor 
Day on April 27, the Port St. 
Joe Rotary Club and students 
in one class at Port St. Joe 
Elementary School partnered 
to add four saplings to that 
growing list of millions.

Planting four fruit trees, 
two pear and two apple, 
along a straight, well, rela-
tively straight, line next to the 
school’s Butteryfly Garden, 
which, with the arrival of 
spring, is bursting with 
ripening greens and other 
vegetables.

“This year for Rotary, it’s 
about planting trees,” said 
local member Lorinda Gin-
gell. “A couple of years from 
now, the students here will be 
able to enjoy some apples and 
pears.”

With assistance from 
retired extension director, 
and all around good egg, Roy 
Lee Carter, the Rotarians 
and students labored, dig-
ging the holes, lining up the 
trees, adding the compost 
and water.

Ian H.S. Riseley, president 
of Rotary International, issued 
the call for tree planting this 
year, renewing a pledge made 
during a 1990 international 
convention by then-president 
Paulo Costa.

Costa issued his procla-
mation as a call to arms for 
Rotary to take a leadership 
role in “protecting our natural 
resources.”

That drive, to plant more 
than 1 million trees, one per 
Rotary member, resulted in 
the planting of more than 
35 million trees, “absorbing 
carbon from the environment, 
releasing oxygen, cooling the 
air, improving soil quality, 
providing habitat and food 
for birds, animals and insects, 
and yielding a host of other 
benefits,” Riseley wrote to 
Rotary members.

But, Riseley added, while 
the trees flourished Rotary 
“has not carried its envi-
ronmental commitment 
forward.”

The aim of 2018 is to put 
back on the agenda, front 
and center, “the state of our 
planet.”

The planet, Riseley noted, is 
being stressed: the oceans by 
2050 will contain more weight 
in plastics than fish; global 

temperatures are on the rise; 
and 80 percent of those living 
in urban areas breath unsafe 
air (the number is 98 percent 
in low- and middle-income 
countries).

“That this change was 
caused by humans is not a 
subject of scientific debate,” 
Riseley wrote to the Rotary 
membership. “Nor is the 
likelihood of vast economic 
and human disruption if the 
trend continues unchecked.

“The need for action is 
greater than ever; and so is our 
ability to have a real impact.”

Father Tommy Dwyer of 
the Port St. Joe Rotary said 
the goal of one tree for every 
member is being exceeded 
across the globe, with some 
chapters going far beyond the 
one-to-one ratio.

Performing the planting 
with the youngsters fulfills 
another emphasis for Riseley.

“Our planet belongs to all of 
us, and to our children, and to 
their children,” he wrote. “It 
is for all of us to protect.”

 Protecting the environment

The Port St. Joe Rotary Club and Port St. Joe Elementary 
students planted trees last week. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star | 850-227-7827
@PSJ_Star | tcroft@starfl.com

An unusually busy spring 
is resulting in some unusu-
ally strong numbers for the 
Gulf County Tourist Devel-
opment Council.

Bed tax collections for the 
month of March, the most 
recent available, spiked 38 
percent compared to the 
same month in 2017, bring-
ing the year’s collections 
17.3 percent above the same 
period last year.

The TDC is now six months 
into the fiscal year.

In two of those months, bed 
tax revenue climbed by 1-2 
percent, in another growth 
was 4.5 percent.

But in the other three 
months, December, Febru-
ary and March, bed taxes have 
climbed 27 percent, 22 percent 
and 38 percent, respectively.

“It seems like the (mar-
keting) we’ve been doing is 
working,” said TDC executive 
director Kelli Godwin. “So far, 
so good.

“We had a great spring 
break and our spring cam-
paign also impacted March.”

That spring campaign, cen-
tered on Instagram and the 

hashtag #InGulf, was a roar-
ing success.

In the span of just four 
weeks, 3,200 posts were 
submitted.

As a comparison, the TDC 
had used #GCFLNoFil-
ter for some four years and 
the number of posts to that 
hashtag has been 3,900.

Another factor in the spring 
bustout was certainly the 
Brothers Osborne and their 
new album “Port Saint Joe.”

Godwin said the press 
release announcing their 
release concert at WindMark 
on April 7 lured some 82 mil-
lion impressions across media 
platforms and the area’s 
exposure through dozens of 
stories in scores of publica-
tions was “free advertising 
we could not afford to buy,” 
Godwin said.

The TDC partnered with 
D.R. Horton and the St. Joe 
Company to bring the release 
concert to Port St. Joe.

That weekend highlighted 
the impact, Godwin said, 
noting an informal survey of 
short-term rental companies 
and local eateries.

“There were people in town 
paying bed tax, the restau-
rants were packed” for the 
concert, Godwin said. “It was 

well worth our investment.”
And to underscore the 

impact of tourism in a com-
munity where it is the primary 
economic engine, Godwin 
discussed numbers from a 
Visit Florida survey.

In 2016, direct visitor 
spending in Gulf County 
totaled $66.8 million; $22.9 
million from lodging; $14.5 
million for food; $11.9 million 
on retail; and $8.1 million on 
recreation.

T h e  t o u r i s m  s e c t o r 
accounted for nearly one job 
in four in the county.

Tax soft ware

The advisory board of 
the TDC approved Tues-
day spending $24,000 in 
each of the next two fiscal 
years to partner with the 
Gulf County Tax Collector’s 
Office on new software for 
bed tax collection.

The new software would 
assist in cutting down on 
non-compliance and would 
bring more efficiency to the 
collection and bookkeeping 
of bed taxes.

There would also be a 
component allowing for 
online submission of bed 
taxes by collectors.

Bed taxes boomed in March
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Remington.
The board took no formal 

action regarding Rem-
ington’s 14-page opinion 
during last week’s meeting 
in Niceville.

Jason Shoaf, Gulf Coun-
ty’s represenatative on the 
board, said the board would 
be looking at such proposals 
on a “case-by-case” basis.

Board comments, Shoaf 
added, indicated that mem-
bers would be willing to risk 
the wrath of lawmakers or 
an audit provided propos-
als would lead to “truly 
transformational develop-
ment, in the number of jobs, 
etc.” as the legislation has 
emphasized.

During last week’s meeting, 
the Triumph board approved 
moving into the final stages 
of a $10 million award to the 
Port of Panama City.

On file, the board already 
has full project applications 
totaling more than $300 
million, equal to the first 
year allocation for Triumph 
funding and already in the 
bank.

The General Counsel’s 
opinion was specifically 
sought regarding a proposal 
from Eastern Shipbuilding 
for $20 million to facilitate 
expansion of its Bay County 
facilities.

Eastern submitted the 
pre-application for that 

proposal and board mem-
b e r s  h a v e  d e b a t e d  i t , 
including seeking opinions 
from leaders in the Florida 
Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, since February.

The Bay County proposal 
is subtly different than a 
proposal to construct a dry 
dock as part of Eastern’s 
expansion into Gulf County.

The dry dock proposal 
was submitted by the Board 
of County Commissioners 
with Eastern playing the 
private company role in a 
public-private partnership, 
which the General Counsel’s 
opinion indicated remained 
eligible, with caveats, for a 
Triumph award.

Under the general terms, 
the county would own the 
dry dock and lease it to East-
ern, though county officials 
have stated that ownership 
of the dry dock remains fluid 
depending on total Eastern 
contribution.

Eastern, they added, is 
likely to own a stake in the 
dry dock.

The public-private part-
nership, which Eastern 
brought to the BOCC under 
a state statute, is seeking 
some $28 million in Triumph 
funds and its pre-applica-
tion was approved.

H o w e v e r ,  n o  f o r m a l 
application is currently on 
file with Triumph for either 
Bay or Gulf County projects.

At the time the East-
ern project was presented 
to the BOCC, the timeline 
(operational in Gulf County 
sometime between summer 

2019 and summer 2020) was 
entirely dependent on Tri-
umph funding, according 
to the attorney representing 
the company.

The Eastern project is 
the BOCC’s top priority; 
the board and both cities 
approved making it the 
county’s sole authorized 
project.

The BOCC has already 
entered into a $400,000-
plus contract for engineering 
oversight services on the 
construction of the dry 
dock.

The final paragraph of 
Remington’s legal opinion 
appeared to speak directly 
to consideration of a project 
such as the dry dock.

Remington pondered 
what restrictions or condi-
tions should be applied to 
“awards to private entities 
or awards to public entities 
for construction of facilities, 
improvements, or acquisi-
tioni of personal property 
or other services which will 
be located, in-whole or in-
part, on private property?”

If the board should decide 
to make an award … as part 
of a public-private partner-
ship, “the Board should use 
strict scrutiny to ensure the 
program or project proposed 
serves a broader public pur-
pose and squarely and fully 
meets the statutory require-
ments for recovery” (from 
the 2010 Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill.

In addition, the Triumph 
board should consider 
requiring a “significant 

private sector match” for 
a n y  p u b l i c - p r i v a t e 
partnership.

Further, ‘”claw back” 
provisions should be in place 
to ensure private sector 
partners meet or exceed “the 
obligations undertaken for 
the public good.”

Remington’s research 
found that while the initial 
2013 Triumph legislation 
provided the board with 
broad powers regarding 
awards, one the region’s 
House delegation believes 
remained, changes in 2017 
to eligible awards worked 
to exclude most, if not all, 
private projects.

Further, the criteria for 
prioritizing projects was 
amended, four of the five 
areas specific to private eco-
nomic development projects.

“These deletions make 
clear that the Legisla-
ture intended to curtail or 
severely limit the eligibil-
ity of private corporations 
to receive funds from Tri-
umph,” Remington wrote, 
w h i l e  a d d i n g  t h a t  a s 
“partner” remained in the 
legislation which leaves 
open the possibility of a pri-
vate entity as a partner in a 
public-private partnership.

Those, Remington added, 
should be reviewed on a 
“case by case basis.”

Remington also cited the 
comments from House and 
Senate leaders and lawmak-
ers about the intent that 
Triumph dollars not turn 
into a form of “corporate 
welfare.”

TRIUMPH
From Page A1

the next occupant of the 
Group 4 currently held by Com-
missioner Rex Buzzett, who did 
not seek a seventh term.

The candidates, in alpha-
betical order, are Scott 
Hoffman, Rosemary Lewis, 
Aaron Little and Jim Sickels.

If no candidate receives 50 
percent-plus one of the vote, 
the top two vote-getters will 
face each other in a runoff in 
four weeks.

Voting is already strong 
considering the single mea-
sure nature of the ballot with 
nearly 10 percent of eligible 
voters have cast their ballots 
as of Monday.

Of the more than180 absen-
tee ballots mailed out, the 
Supervisor of Elections office 
has already received 120.

And during the one day of 
early voting conducted as 
of Monday, 107 voters cast 
ballots.

“That is really pretty good,” 
said Supervisor of Elections 
John Hanlon last Saturday. 
“Especially with just one race 
on the ballot.”

There are also already two 
provisional ballots.

There are 2,607 eligible 
voters in the city.

In addition, city elections are 
non-partisan and universal, 
meaning, in contrast to County 
Commission and School Board 
races, all voters may cast ballots 
regardless of where they live.

 

ELECTION
From Page A1
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Fire scorched 3-4 acres at Salinas Park Monday night. [COURTESY OF JOHN SELLERS]

departments.
The main concern was 

the fire came within 
roughly 75 feet of  a 
residence, though the 
structure was never in 
danger, Barrett said.

“The first concerns are 
life and structures and 
there was no danger there 
so we just did the best we 
could to put the fire out,” 
Barrett said.

“It was a very generic 
grass, woodland fire.”

Crews from the Flor-
ida Division of Forestry 
arrived to clear a fire line 
which further isolated 
what was burning.

The fire was deemed 95 
percent contained Tues-
day morning, with crews 
acting on a couple of hot 
spots.

“It looked a lot bigger 
than it actually was,” 
Barrett said.

The cause of the fire 
was not known at press 
time.

PSJ schools 
vandalized

Four juveniles were 
arrested and turned 
over to the Department 
of Juvenile Justice after 
surveillance cameras 
showed them inside and 
vandalizing Port St. Joe 
Jr./Sr. High School over 
the weekend.

There was evidence the 
group had also broken 
into Port St. Joe Elemen-
tary School, entering a 
first-grade classroom, 
and all the parking pylons 
in the front of t the school 
had been dislodged.

The group apparently 
spent Saturday night 

inside the Junior/Senior 
High School and damage, 
including discharging 
a fire extinguisher, was 
largely confined to one 
classroom, said Super-
intendent of Schools Jim 
Norton.

At least one of the 
youths was apprehended 
when a football assis-
tant coach and Principal 
Josh Dailey found them 
in the vicinity of an ath-
letic department van on 
Sunday morning, Norton 
said.

H e  a d d e d  t h a t  i t 
appeared that the group 
had found a set of keys to 
the found and taken it on 
a “joy ride” on Sunday.

FIRE
From Page A1

From a distance, it looked worse than it was. [COURTESY OF 

JIMMY MCNEIL]



* **

A8 Thursday, May 3, 2018 | The Star

“It was just a series 
of fortunate events,” 
said Natalie Shoaf, board 
member of the Port The-
atre Arts and Cultural 
Center. “Everything just 
clicked into place.

“It was a really big thing 
for the Port Theatre.”

Those events started, in 
a sense, with The Broth-
ers Osborne and producer 
Jay Joyce deciding to move 
their gear to Joyce’s Gulf 
County beach house to 
record “Port Saint Joe.”

The album has boomed 
since its April 20 release, 
currently ranked No. 4 on 
iTunes top country albums.

The opening act on their 
upcoming headlining tour 
of Europe, Kendell Marvel, 
recently purchased a home 
in Gulf County.

“They love the area and 
they wanted to give some-
thing back,” Shoaf said.

Enter Dodge and its 
planned commercial, 
which will air during the 
upcoming County Music 
Association awards show 
in June.

The decision to film in 
Gulf County was made 
the week before produc-
tion crews would arrive.

One of the scenes imag-
ined for the commercial, 
in addition to filming in 
Salinas Park, the beach 
at sunset and other local 
spots, was a “concert” at 
the Port Theatre.

D o d g e  p r o v i d e d  a 
$15,000 grant to the 
PTACC to render the the-
ater ready for its close-up.

The PTACC also put in 
some funding.

Now, cue Windolf Con-
struction, Delores and Bob, 
with extensive experience 
in restoration of historic 
structures.

“Delores waived her fees 
and she called in all kinds 
of favors,” Shoaf said. 
“The community really 
came together to help. Not 
another builder could have 
pulled this off.

“We had to do the 
whole project in less than 
a week.”

Shoaf estimated the in-
kind contributions locally 
likely equaled the Dodge 
donation.

And silence was essen-
tial as the film folks wanted 
as natural a setting, 
including the people of the 
community, as possible.

“The community has 
just jumped through hoops 
without knowing why 
they were doing it,” Shoaf 
added. “The community 
just stepped up.”

The result, a new façade 
to the theater, new mar-
quee, new ticket booth, 
remade front doors and 
new neon for all the 

lighting.
By Wednesday after-

noon, at 5 p.m., with the 
Brothers Osborne on 
hand, the marquee beck-
oned those along Reid 
Ave. inside for a “concert” 
featuring The Brothers 
Osborne.

“Lots of locals got in it,” 
Shoaf said of the filming.

T h e  “ c o n c e r t ” 
required a further above-
and-beyond from the 
community.

The Brothers’ guitars 
somehow failed to make 
the trip to Port St. Joe, 
so the word went out for 
anyone who might be will-
ing to donate a guitar for 
the commercial.

Bo Spring stepped for-
ward with one as did Zack 
McFarland, who man-
aged to meet and have his 
guitar case signed by the 
Brothers.

“It was all just a neat 
experience,” Shoaf said.

THEATER
From Page A1

The Brothers Osborne fi lmed a commercial in the theater 
after the renovation. [PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

The work included new front doors and a new ticket 
booth out front. 
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F I S H I N G  R E P O R T

OUTDOORS C O N TAC T  U S

Email outdoor news to 
tcroft@starfl.com

The Forgotten Coast has been slow to warm up this 
spring and we've been fi ghting the wind it seems for 
over a month. Even with the cool and the wind the fi shing 
continues to be pretty good. Pompano are really hot right 
now along the beaches in Mexico Beach down to St. Joe 
Beach and you should be on the water early and late in 
the evening as the best bites seem to be during these 
times right now. As normal Pomp jigs, live or frozen Sand 
Fleas and Fishbites are producing fi sh. Several Folks I 
know the last few days have gotten their limit on Pomp's 
in a short period of time in the early A.M.. Let's move into 
St Joe Bay now and talk about Flounder, they are really 
picking up and if you fi sh the pot holes in the bay and 
use minnows or live shrimp or a grub soft bait you should 
be in business. Drag your bait in these holes with a slow 
retrieve and be ready for some fun. The waters along 
the beaches and St Joe Bay have been stunning the last 
week so try and get out and enjoy our beautiful waters 
and beaches. And if you need supplies for fi shing or the 
beach, Bluewater Outriggers has you covered for all your 
needs. Until next week, Happy Fishing !

By Nancy and Jack Blake
Special to The Star

Ed. note: This is the 
second in a series of 
four day trips from Port 
St. Joe, each covering a 
visit to a coastal Florida 
State Park on the east-
ern Panhandle. You can 
do all four in one trip 
with the furthest east 
being about a two-hour 
drive. Or, if time per-
mits and you’re of an 
exploratory, out-doorsy 
nature, then you might 
consider one park per 
trip, or two trips of two 
each. There’s plenty 
to do in each park. 
Whichever combo you 
choose, we wish you 
happy and safe travels.

T he remote and 
out-of-the 
mainstream 

Econfina State Park is a 
hidden gem, especially 
for those who enjoy 
some time out on the 
water, be it for fish-
ing, rowing, birding or 
just plain sightseeing.

If you head east on 
US 98 (following signs 
to Perry all the way), in 
a little more than 100 
miles (108 to be some-
what precise) and about 
two hours, you’ll come 
to the turn off south 
to Econfina. That’ll be 
State Road 14. After 
about 5 miles or so on 
SR14 you’ll enter the 
park. Admission is free!

For reference, check 
out the accompanying 
map.

The first thing you’ll 
see upon entering the 
park area, is a lovely 
lake on your right, on 
the far shore of which 
is situated a picture-
perfect, wooded RV 
park and campground. 
This is not part of the 
park, per se, but it 
might as well be. We’re 
told there’s 75 RV sites. 
It’s certainly an isolated 
and idyllic spot.

Continuing on, you’ll 

next pass a general 
store on the right and 
a few scattered cabins 
for rent on the left. 
At the very end of the 
short drive within the 
park you’ll come to a 
quite large parking area 
which is part of, and 
adjacent to, the modern 
boat launching ramp. 
Here is where the real 
attraction of the park 
begins. Upon launching 
your craft, be it canoe, 
kayak or motor vessel, 
and heading south on 

the Econfina River, 
in just two short and 
scenic miles, meander-
ing through flatwoods, 
oaks, pines and palms, 
you’ll come to a broad 
expanse of salt marsh 
where the river opens 
into the Gulf of Mexico. 
We hear this fishing is 
fantastic!!

In an interview with 
Econfina’s head Park 
Ranger and he was 
asked: “If you only had 
an hour or two to spend 
in the park, what would 

you do?” His answer: 
“I would take my kayak 
and I would launch and 
go in either direction. 
Either upstream on the 
river, where we have 
high bluffs and rocky 
outcroppings, or head 
down river to the Gulf.”

And if you don’t have 
a boat, again, the trail 
system within the park 
is diverse and easy to 
manage for folks of all 
ages.

Enjoy Econfina River 
State Park. We sure did!

DAY  T R I P  T R AV E L O G U E

Star Staff Report

The Friends of St. 
Vincent Island National 
Wildlife Refuge and 
revving up their adopt 
a turtle nest fundrais-
ing effort. Adopt a sea 
turtle nest on St. Vin-
cent Island and receive 
an adoption certifi-
cate, nest photo, the 

chance to name the 
momma turtle, activ-
ity/hatchling reports 
a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  i n 
the Friends’ newslet-
ter. Adoption is a $25 
donation. For more 
information or to adopt 
visit www.stvincent-
friends.com or email 
stvincentisland-
friends@gmail.com.

Adopt a 
turtle nest 
on St. Vincent

Econfi na River State Park

Econfi na River State Park boat ramp 
and launch facility

Econfi na River looking north [COURTESY PHOTOS/NANCY AND JACK BLAKE]

Jack Blake with park volunteer workers 

Snipe Island Road off SR 14
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SPORTS

By Pat McCann
The News Herald

SAND HILLS — Something 
had to give on Thursday with 
Bozeman coming into the 
game with a .336 team batting 
average and Wewahitchka 
flame thrower Brianna Bailey 
holding opponents to a puny 
.113 ratio.

Most in attendance at the 
District 4-1A championship 
softball game hosted by Boz-
eman probably were siding 
with Bailey’s chances for 
success, regardless of which 
side of the bleachers they 
occupied.

The Florida Gulf Coast 
University signee didn’t dis-
appoint in that regard while 
shutting out the Bucks for the 
third time this season, 3-0.

The outcome means that 
Bozeman will travel in its 
region opener next week 
while Wewahitchka stays at 
home.

The Lady Gators, 22-4, 
are seeking their third con-
secutive trip to the 1A state 
tournament, but haven’t won 
it all since going back to back 
in 2007 and 2008.

Bozeman, 19-6, is making 
just its second regional 
appearance in school history 
and looking for its first vic-
tory on that level. 

The Lady Bucks should 
have a full complement in 
their semifinal, however, 
when three starters who were 
missing Thursday on a senior 
class cruise return early next 
week.

Bailey, who pitched a per-
fect game as Wewa advanced 
against Port St. Joe on Tues-
day, was the story of the 
district tournament.

S h e  a l l o w e d  t w o  h i t s 
while striking out 13 and not 

walking or hitting a batter. 
If it’s possible to have more 
impressive stat lines than 
242 strikeouts in 129 innings 
or a 0.38 ERA, it could be that 
Bailey had allowed only 28 
walks and hit just four while 
facing 448 batters coming 
into Thursday’s final.

“I think it’s mixing up my 
pitches,” Bailey said of her 
strength. A fastball clocked 
between 60-63 mph gives her 
a strong foundation to do so.

“ I ’ v e  w o r k e d  o n  m y 
change-up a lot. I think it’s 
one of my better pitches.”

Her ball also appears to have 
good movement, but Bailey 
said that catcher Gracie Price 
would be a better judge of that.

Bozeman was the visit-
ing team because of being the 
lower seed, and leadoff hitter 
Brooke Stanford opened the 
game with an opposite-field 
triple that rattled off the fence 
in foul ground down the left-
field line.

Bailey stranded her there 
with a pair of strikeouts and 
a groundout to the right side. 
It didn’t take the Lady Gators 
long to respond against Boze-
man ace, sophomore Abby Jo 
Batton.

Cyrina Madrid had a scratch 
hit with one out, the first of 
her three singles. Madrid 
reached second when short-
stop Hannah Tiller’s throw 
got past first baseman Kaylan 
Paulk, and Price’s smash went 
off the glove of second base-
man Shelby Folmar and rolled 
into foul territory as Madrid 
scored.

Batton yielded 10 singles 
as Wewa verged on breaking 
open the game on numerous 
occasions, but the Lady Bucks 
excelled at damage control.

The finals runs of the game 
were scored in the third. 

Madrid singled, stole second 
and scored on Price’s second 
RBI single of the game. With 
two outs, Angela Long singled 
to right field scoring Price.

Stanford had both hits for 
Bozeman and was its lone 
baserunner. Savannah Lister 
matched Madrid with three 
singles for the Lady Gators.

Batton mentioned after 
Bozeman’s semifinal win 
on Tuesday that the Lady 
Bucks were on somewhat of 
a mission to make the longest 
softball playoff run in school 
history.

Wewahitchka obviously 
also has some postseason 
motivation.

“Our community is really 
great in supporting us,” 
Bailey said. “The past two 
years a lot of them have gone 
down to Vero. It’s not only 
tough losing, but losing to the 
same team (Chiefland) two 
years in a row has been hard.” 

 
Bozeman 000 000 0 — 0 2 4
Wewahitchka 102 000 x — 3 10 0
Batton (L) and Bearden; Bailey (W) and Price.
LOB: Bozeman 2, Wewahitchka 7. E: Tiller 2, Jones 2. 
SB: Madrid, Nichols. 3B: Stanford. RBIs: Wewahitchka, 
Price 2, Long.

Bozeman AD

Bozeman Principal Josh 
Balkom announced earlier 
Thursday that longtime Bucks 
baseball coach Jeff Patton has 
been named the school’s new 
athletic director.

Patton will succeed cur-
rent athletic director Mike 
Memmen, who recently was 
named the new boys basket-
ball coach at Mosley.

Memmen will continue 
at Bozeman until his con-
tract expires in late June, and 
Patton is expected to assume 
his new role on July 1. Patton 
will remain the head baseball 
coach.

Wewa victorious 
behind Bailey

Bozeman principal Josh Balkom presents Wewahitchka players the district championship trophy on 
Thursday night. [PATTI BLAKE/THE NEWS HERALD]    

Star Staff Report

Robbie Johnson and Don 
Clark were the winners over 
the weekend as St. Joseph Bay 
Golf Club hosted its Men’s 
Club Championships. The 
tournament was open to club 
members.

“The weather was great 
and the course was in great 
shape,” said Sylvester Jones, 
the tournament director.

More than 30 golfers com-
peted over the two-day 
tournament.

Robbie Johnson was the low 

gross winner, carding scores 
of 79 and 81.

B u b b a  H a r m o n  t o o k 
second, Dale Piergiovanni 
was third and Clint Moore 
fourth.

Don Clark was the low net 

winner, which includes the 
golfer’s handicap, with an 88 
and 88 (which after handicap 
were actually a pair of 68s.)

Dan Elliott finished second, 
Gary Pridgen third and Barry 
Henson fourth.

Clark, Johnson winners in  golf tourney

Star Staff Report

The Port St. Joe Jr./
Sr. High School football 
program will be hosting a 
golf scramble tournament 
Saturday, June 2 at the St. 
Joseph Bay Golf Club.

The action begins at 11 
a.m. ET.

The cost is $60 per 
player, which includes golf, 
cart and lunch.

Prizes will be awarded 

for first, second and third 
place, longest drive, closest 
to the pin and hole in one.

Hole sponsorships are 
available for $100.

For more information or 
to sign up contact the St. 
Joseph Bay Golf Club at 
227-1751.

All proceeds from the 
tournament will be used to 
assist sending the Port St. 
Joe football team to football 
camp.

 PSJHS football 
scramble is June 2

Star Staff Report

Lily Wockenfuss, an 
eighth-grader at Port St. 
Joe Jr./Sr. High School, 
was the lone county ath-
lete to qualify last week 
for the upcoming state 
Class 1A track and field 
championships.

With a jump of 9-feet-
10, Wockenfuss finished 
third in the pole vault at 
last week’s Region 1-1A 
meet at Tallahassee Florida 
High School.

To qualify for state, an 
individual, relay team or 
school must finish among 
the top four to advance to 
the state meet.

There were some close 
c a l l s  a m o n g  c o u n t y 

athletes.
For Port St. Joe, Celeste 

Chiles was fifth in the 
shot put, Lexie Fountain 
finished fifth in the 100 
meters and ShaMario Cole 
was fifth in the 800 meters.

Jade Cothran ran sixth 
in the 100 meter hurdles 
and 12th in the 300 meter 
hurdles, London White was 
sixth in the pole vault and 
Te Te Croom sixth in the 
shot put.

Among Port St. Joe boys, 
Zack McFarland, eighth in 
the 3,200 meters, was the 
top finisher.

Among Wewahitchka 
competitors, Elijah Shack-
elford flirted with a state 
berth, finishing fifth in the 
discus.

PSJ’s Wockenfuss 
qualifi es for state

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe Star | 850-227-7827
@PSJ_Star | tcroft@starfl.com

Things seem to be con-
gealing at the right time for 
the Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. High 
School baseball team.

With a win Tuesday in 
the District 4-1A semi-
finals, the Tiger Sharks 
advanced to 13-12, one 
win better than last year, 
which was, Coach Ashley 
Summerlin as pointed out, 
two coaches ago.

That 8-4 victory over 
L i b e r t y  C o u n t y  a l s o 
assured the Tiger Sharks 
of a chance to play for the 
district title tonight against 
Bozeman at Wewahitchka 
High School.

And the win means Port 
St. Joe is assured of a spot 
in the region playoffs that 
begin next week, most 
likely against either Free-
port or Chipley.

Home field will be deter-
mined by the outcome of 
the district title game; beat 
Bozeman, the Tiger Sharks 
are at home; at minimum 
they hit the road.

“We are on a pretty good 
roll,” Summerlin said, toss-
ing in the final two games 
of the regular season, a win 
over North Bay Haven and 
a 1-0 loss to state-ranked 
Sneads on an unearned run 
in the final inning.

“It’s coming together 
at the right time. The kids 
have bought into what we 
are trying to do and they 
have been focused.”

Chris Stockton was a 
standout against Liberty 
County, starting on the 
mound and leaving with 
two outs in the seventh 
inning having allowed four 

hits, four runs (just two 
earned), three walks and 
eight strikeouts.

That performance sends 
the Tiger Sharks into the 
district title game with a 
all but full pitching arsenal.

“We know we have all 
but one of our pitchers 
available,” Summerlin 
said. “To know you have all 
those arms is real positive.

“Chris had a really good 
night and when I say really 
good, I mean really good.”

In all likelihood, Elijah 
Hester will get the ball to 
start tonight’s game, Sum-
merlin said.

Josh Butts drove in two 
runs with a sacrifice fly 
and single against Liberty 
County and Kelvin Griffin 
continued to reach base, 
singling twice and walking 
twice.

Liberty County pitchers 
also did their share, walk-
ing six and hitting a batter.

“They gave us seven 
freebies,” Summerlin said.

Summerlin was par-
ticularly pleased with the 
response after Liberty 
County scored a run to 
take the lead in the top of 
the third inning.

Port St. Joe answered 
with four runs in the 
bottom of the frame, 
adding two more in the 
fourth and two more in 
the sixth to enter the final 
inning with an 8-1 lead.

“The kids were up to 
the moment and that is 
very important this time 
of year,” Summerlin said. 
“We did a good job, we 
competed well, we were 
focused and dialed in.

“The kids answered the 
bell… I just wish we ended 
the game better.”

Tiger Sharks reach 
baseball regionals
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SCENE AROUND

Send us your photos that spotlight the best that Gulf Coast has to offer. This page is for photos submitted to The Star by readers. Please submit your photos to tcroft@starfl .com.

At T.H. Stone Memorial St. Joseph Peninsula State Park visitors 
arrive by sea and air. [COURTESY OF GREG MATNEY]

An oriole and a hummingbird share a backyard bird 
feeder on Cape San Blas. [COURTESY OF LISSA DULANY]

Strutting their stuff on St. Joe Beach. [COURTESY OF 

NATALIE DOLAN]

The sun sets over St. Joseph Bay. [COURTESY OF CAROL BUIKEMA]

Few more pretty sights than a Cape San Blas sunset. [COURTESY OF 

VIC KEASLER]

The fi sh are 
jumpin’ in St. 
Joseph Bay
[COURTESY OF 

CAROL AND 

PHIL DOHMEN]

A curious 
Guinea 
fowl in 
Wewahitchka
[COURTESY OF 

RON RUDOLPH]
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T R I V I A  F U N

COMMUNITY

Wilson Casey

“Trivia Fun” with Wilson 
Casey, Guinness World 
Record Holder from Wood-
ruff, S.C., is published in 
more than 500 newspapers 
across the country. Com-
ments, questions or sugges-
tions? WC@TriviaGuy.com
 
1. As internationally awarded, 
what was runner-up to the Ford 

Model T on being the world’s 
most influential car of the 20th 
century?
Willys Jeep, Volkswagen 
Beetle, Porsche 911, Morris/
Austin Mini
2. Which did not host one of 
the U.S. locations used as land-
ing sites for the space shuttle 
system?
Texas, Florida, California, New 

Mexico
3. By what score was Mudville 
defeated in the poem, “Casey 
at the Bat”?
1-0, 9-1, 4-2, 6-3
4. Where did “United we stand, 
divided we fall” get its origin?
Bible, Aesop’s Fables, Confu-
cius, FDR
5. In what sport is a participant 
concerned with “d.p.s.”?

Weightlifting, Rowing, Archery, 
Swimming
6. What U.S. city has the famed 
Gateway Arch?
Sacramento, St. Louis, Hous-
ton, Pittsburgh
 
ANSWERS: 1. Morris/Austin Mini, 
2. Texas, 3. 4-2, 4. Aesop’s Fables, 
5. Swimming (distance per 
stroke), 6. St. Louis

By Tim Croft
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star
tcroft@starfl.com

From Ladies Night to 
Family Fun Day to Oldies 
but Goodies, the names may 
change the goal does not.

The Gulf County and 
Mexico Beach Domestic 
Violence Task Force will 
hods it major fundraiser of 
the year May 18 at El Gov-
ernor Motel.

The fun will go from 5-9 
p.m. CT and cost of entry 
is $10.

Pam Martin, executive 
director of the Gulf County 
and Mexico Beach Domestic 
Violence Task Force, noted 
that Ladies Night became a 
tad outdated simply because 
domestic violence is not 
strictly about ladies.

“Domestic violence knows 
no boundaries,” Martin 
said. “Not age, not gender, 
not race, not social status; 
domestic violence has no 
boundaries.

“And it remains as prevel-
ant, if not more prevalent, as 
ever.”

So the event is now tai-
lored to a more friendly affair, 
which resulted last year in the 
most prosperous event the 
Task Force has enjoyed.

There will be plenty of 
food, music from “Rockin’ 
Randall” and Jerry Arhelger, 
raffles and a silent auction.

Neysa Wilkins from Chan-
nel 7 in Panama City will 
emcees a “thrift store fash-
ion show” and will also be 
singing.

“We just want families to 
come and have a fun get-
together,” said Martin.

The mission of the task 
force is to encourage and 
support the involvement of 
local community agencies 
and concerned citizens to 
work together to put an end 
to domestic violence in Gulf 
County and Mexico Beach.

The annual event is aimed 
at raising proceeds to fund 
education and victim services 
provided by the task force.

Those services and pro-
grams run the gamut.

In the schools, for exam-
ple, the task force provides 
programs in the elementary, 
middle and high schools con-
cerning bullying and dating 
violence.

Victim services can include 
financial help, assistance get-
ting placement in a shelter 
operated by the Salvation 
Army and, if nothing else, 
a shoulder to rely on while 
navigating the legal system 
to secure protective orders 
and injunctions.

“The officers of the task 
force, we have all had exten-
sive training and can guide 
them through the process,” 
Martin said.

‘Oldies but 
Goodies’ 
fundraiser 
for domestic 
violence 
awarenessBy Tim Croft

The Port St. Joe Star | 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

A DAWGS graduation is 
always a fine time for some 
math.

The Developing Adoptable 
dogs With Good Sociability 
(DAWGS) in prison program 
is on the verge of its ninth 
birthday.

Which translates to some 

63 dog years.
Multiply that by 10 to reach 

a number that is almost right 
on the snout for the number of 
dogs which have been rescued 
by this wildly-successful 
public-private partnership.

Recently, Class 58, num-
bering 10, graduated bringing 
to just shy of 600 (580 if one 
must be exact) the number of 
dogs transitioned from the St. 
Joseph Bay Humane Society 
shelter to forever homes.

Those dogs are now enjoy-
ing new lives in more than two 
dozen states.

DAWGS gone

Riona has a new home helping care for retired or infi rm Catholic 
nuns in New Jersey. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Off  to Wisconsin, 
New Jersey, Virginia 
and others

By Tim Croft
The Port St. Joe 
850-227-7827 | @PSJ_Star 
tcroft@starfl.com

Kathleen Hudson and 
Morgan Samuel Price will 
arrive at this year’s Forgot-
ten Coast en Plein Air from 
distinctly disparate points 
of view.

For Price, who lives in 
Central Florida, the Forgot-
ten Coast event and painting 
in plein air, French for out-
doors, is familiar ground.

She has been painting, 
and teaching, for 27 years 
and this will be her 10th 
consecutive appearance at 
Forgotten Coast en Plein 
Air, which this year offers 
events from Carrabelle to 
Mexico Beach May 4-13.

“I’ve done it all my life, 
almost,” Price said, while 
ensuring the reporter is 
using the correct pronoun-
ciation for plein air (it is not 
“plane” but “plen” air).

“I’ve plein air painted 
since the 1960s.”

Price can recall that plein 
air painting, which, of 
course, was practiced by 
the classic Impressionists, 
didn’t really gain traction as 
an attraction in this country 
until the 1980s in Catalina, 
California.

“Since then it has grown 
and grown,” Price said.

Plein air painting has been 
her income, helped her raise 
her children and “kept my 
head above water” while her 
paintings have been, liter-
ally, around the world.

“All the people I have 
met, the back stories I have 
heard,” Price added.

In comparison, Hudson is 
a veritable rookie.

Until about four years ago, 
the Kentucky resident could 
be characterized as a paint-
ing hobbyist, her love of 
landscapes finding an outlet 
on canvas.

“I really just painted for 
myself for years,” Hudson 
said.

After returning to live in 
Kentucky after college and 
several years in Boston, 
Hudson, a subscriber to an 
art magazine devoted to 
plein air painting, noticed 
ads for festivals not far from 
her, in Missouri and Indiana.

She traveled, she painted, 
she was hooked.

“I loved it right away,” 
Hudson said. “I didn’t know 
there was this whole world 
of artists interested in what 
I was interested in.”

By 2017, Hudson won the 
grand prize at a prestigious 
plein air salon, work which 
was featured on the cover of 
PleinAirMagazine and during 
the same month was noted 
as an “Artist to Watch” by 
Southwest Art magazine.

Now, there is also plenty 
of commonality to Price and 
Hudson.

Both had notable achieve-
ment in post-secondary 
education and beyond.

Price attended the presti-
gious Ringling School of Art 
in Florida and became an 
illustrator for Hallmark.

In fresh air

The Forgotten Coast en Plein Air begins Friday and continues through May 13. [FILE PHOTOS]

Artists will be out and painting from Carrabelle to Mexico Beach.

The Cape San Blas Lighthouse, Salinas Park, The Port Theatre 
and Joe Center for the Arts will all be the featured backdrop to 
events. 

Forgotten Coast 
Plein Air Paintout 
arrives Friday

See DAWGS,  B6

See VIOLENCE,  B6See AIR,  B6
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SOCIETY

Special to The Star

I n  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f 
N a t i o n a l  A r b o r  D a y 
which is held the last 
Friday in April the Port 
St.  Joe Garden Club 
planted a Redbud tree 
on its grounds. This year 
National Arbor Day was 
celebrated on April 27. 

The State of Nebraska 
held the first Arbor Day in 

1872 when over one mil-
lion trees were planted. 

Today Arbor Day is cel-
ebrated in all fifty states. 

In addition, to National 
Arbor Day, which became 
a national legal holiday in 
1885, Florida celebrates 
Arbor Day on the third 
Friday in January. 

So get out and celebrate 
National Arbor Day with 
us and plant a tree!

PSJ Garden 
Club news

Garden Club members Ms. Patty Dunlap and Ms. Sarah 
Darden. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Special to The Star

On April 27 we cel-
ebrated Arbor Day by 
planting a Magnolia Ann 
tree on the grounds of 
Wewahitchka’s new city 
hall. Carol Ann Chil-
dress informed everyone 
about the history of 
National Arbor Day and 
Joey Smith, Pastor from 
Glad Tidings Assembly 
of God, gave a devotion 
and prayer for our com-
munity and our tree. 
Thanks to all who came 
and celebrated with us.

Woman’s Club plants a tree for Arbor Day
From left to right, 
Mayor Phillip 
Gaskin, Chipper 
Wade, Ralph Fisher, 
Pastor Joey Smith, 
Rhonda Alderman, 
Marlyn Grawey, Pat 
Stripling, Barbie 
Russell, Carol 
Ann Childress, 
Catherine Adams, 
Wanda Colvin, 
Dawn Lister, 
Melanie Taylor and 
Billy Childress.
[SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Special to The Star

It is with great joy that 
the marriage of Robert 
W a r r e n  F l o y d  a n d 
Lauren Nicole Pontius is 
announced. 

Warren and Lauren 
were married at the Duke 
Chapel in Durham, North 
Carolina on April 7, 2018.

 Lauren is graduat-
ing from Duke Medical 
School this month and 
will begin her Dermatol-
ogy training this summer 

at Duke University Medi-
cal Center. Warren is 
a member of the Duke 
University Medical Sci-
entist Training Program 
and is earning his M.D. as 
well as a Ph.D. in Molec-
ular Cancer Biology. 
The couple will reside in 
Durham. 

They are looking for-
ward to their life together 
and appreciate all of the 
prayers and best wishes 
from their friends and 
family.

Robert Warren 
Floyd, Lauren 
Nicole Pontius wed

[COURTESY OF RACHEL BOLEN/THIRTEEN MOON PHOTOGRAPHY]

Special to The Star

The 58th Joshua Kemp 
Reunion will be Sunday, 
May 6. All friends and 
relatives please come 
for a day of fun and 
fellowship. 

R e m e m b e r ,  o u r 
reunion is always on 
the first Sunday of May. 

Please bring old family 
pictures. 

Lunch will be at 12:30 
p.m. CST. A drawing for 
gifts will be after lunch.

W e  w i l l  m e e t  a t 
Wetappo Community 
Fire House, located off 
of State 22, seven miles 
from Wewa. Turn onto 
Kemp Cemetary Road. 

Joshua Kemp 
Family reunion

Special to The Star

May is our fundraising 
month for the Gulf County 
Senior Citizens Centers. 
We have several activities 
planned for the month of 
May. Our first event will 
be the “Rockathon” on 
May 5 from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m. ET in Port St. Joe 
and 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
CT in Wewahitchka. We 

will be “rocking” at four 
locations. Folks will be 
rocking, rocking, rock-
ing at the Piggly Wiggly, 
Ace Hardware and also at 
the Famers Market here in 
Port Saint Joe and at the 
IGA Market in Wewa-
hitchka this year. Please 
come out and support our 
seniors with donations 
and pledges.

We are also looking 
for folks that would like 
to sit and rock for an hour 
or more to help us fill our 
rocking chairs.

Later this month we are 
going to be at the Tupelo 
Festival in Wewahitchka on 
May 19 from 9 a.m. until 2 
p.m. CT. We will be raffling 
off a couple of crocheted 
bed scarfs and a quilt.

We will  have more 
events this month so keep 
an eye out for FUNdrais-
ing events to follow.

If you would like to 
volunteer at any of these 
events, please contact the 
center at Port Saint Joe at 
229-8466. If you would 
like to donate to help out 
our senior citizens, Please 
call and donate!

May is FUNdraising month Senior Center

Special to The Star

The second Agricul-
ture Workshop will be 
held Thursday, May 3 
at 11:30 a.m. ET at the 
Gulf County Corrine 
Costin Library Confer-
ence Room.

 The purpose of this 
workshop is to share 
available funding infor-
mation to help with an 
interest in agriculture; 

regarding farming, gar-
dening, planting, and 
the fishing industry. 
We encourage individ-
uals, churches, social, 
civics organizations to 
attend. We welcome the 
community to attend. 
For more information 
contact Amy Rogers, 
President, Gulf County 
U n i t e d  C o m m u n i t y 
Development Corp., 
Inc., 227-4041.

Ag workshop

Special to The Star

The Willis V. Rowan 
Post 116 recently hosted 
State Commander Steve 
Shuga while  he vis-
ited several posts in our 
region.

 During Commander 
Shuga’s visit, he spoke to 
members regarding Proj-
ect VetRelief. 

The project directly 
assists Veterans in Flor-
ida who are in need. Post 
116 took this opportunity 
to present Commander 

Shuga with a $700 as a 
donation to the project. 
Proceeds from the Posts 
Good Friday Fish Fry/
Chicken BBQ was used 
for this donation. 

Again, we appreciate 
the communities support 
in assisting us with Vet-
eran specific programs. 

For more informa-
tion regarding Project 
VetRelief, please visit the 
Florida American Legion 
web site at: floridalegion.
com or pick up an infor-
mational flyer at the Post.

Legion hosts state commander

[SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

The State of Nebraska held the fi rst Arbor Day in 
1872 when over one million trees were planted. 
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SCHOOL NEWS

For students at Port St. Joe Elementary, a poster in the hallway, “I Relay for,” 
provided a chance for students who wished to jot personal messages about the 
fi ght against cancer. The poster was taken down by some fi fth-grade students last 
week to be presented as decoration at Shark Field for last Friday’s Relay. [SPECIAL TO 

THE STAR]

Signing on for Relay

Special to The Star

The Port St. Joe 
N J R O T C  C h a n g e 
o f  C o m m a n d  a n d 
Awards Dinner was 
held on April 18. 

T h i s  c e r e m o n y 
is held each year, 
with the purpose 
of honoring cadet 
achievements and 
commitment to the 
unit. In addition, the 
leadership team for 
the following year is 
named at this event.

At this year’s cer-
emony, three of our 
seniors who have 
enlisted in the mili-
tary were honored 
for their commit-
ment and patriotism. 
Cadets Jonathan Love 
and Brooks Kenning-
ton have chosen to 
join the United States 
Marine Corps and 
Cadet James Giles 
has chosen to join 
the United States 
A i r  F o r c e .  C a d e t 
Love has also been 
relieved of his posi-
tion as Commanding 
Officer of the Port St 
Joe NJROTC unit and 
assuming his posi-
tion is Cadet Kaylee 
Leonard.

E a c h  y e a r  w e 
invite military affili-
ated organizations 
to present awards 
to top-performing 
cadets. 

T h e s e  a w a r d s 
include: The Stephen 
Decatur award from 
the Surface Navy 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  T h e 
Amvets award, and 
awards from The Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars 
and American Legion.

NJROTC Change 
of Command and 
Awards Dinner

The ranks of 2018 for the PSJHS NJROTC unit. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Military recruits. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

The ranks with the Executive Offi cer. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

The unit’s new command staff. [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Special to The Star

Your child is invited 
to join the 21st Century 
Summer Enrichment 
Program.

This program is for 
children in grades 1-6 and 
is accepting 45 students.

The program will be 
June 4 through July 13 (off 
July 4).

*Monday thru Thurs-
day each week 8 a.m.until 
12 noon ET

*Transportation to 
s o m e  a r e a s  m a y  b e 
provided

*Days of field trips will 
be extended to accommo-
date travel time

*Students should bring 
a snack as lunch is not 
provided

Certified teachers will 
provide enrichment and 
project based learn-
ing through the subjects 
of Science Technology 
Engineering and Math 
(STEM), Language Arts 
and Math. We will take 
a field trip that is related 

to project based learn-
ing. Field Trips will be 
announced at a later 
date. You must have good 
attendance and behavior 
to go on field trips.

 
Current 21st Century 

After-School Enrich-
ment Students will fill 
positions first, and then 
we will open it to school-
wide enrollment.

If you have questions, 
please call or email Mrs. 
Joni White, site director 
for Port St. Joe Elemen-
tary School, for more 
information. Email any 
questions at jwhite@gulf.
k12.fl.us.

Summer Enrichment 
registration open

Special to The Star

Kindergarten regis-
tration will be held at 
Port St. Joe Elementary 
School on Monday, May 
14, from 8:30 a.m. until 1 
p.m. ET for children who 
will be 5 years old on or 
before Sept. 1. Parents 
and children should enter 

through the Kindergarten 
gate and then proceed to 
the Kindergarten build-
ing. The Kindergarten 
gate is located behind the 
school off of 22nd Street 
and beside the soccer 
fields. Parking is available 
at this gate. Parents need 
to bring a copy of the 
birth certificate, proof of 

Florida immunizations, 
the Social Security card, 
and proof of a physical 
within the last 12 months. 
Registration forms may 
be picked up in the school 
office prior to May 14. 
For more information 
you may call Port St. Joe 
Elementary School at 
227-1221.

Kindergarten registration at PSJES
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FAITH

Mr. Jess Mamoran, 
88, of Wewahitchka, FL, 
passed away on Tues-
day, April 24, 2018 at 
his home. He was born 
on August 21, 1929 in 
Boomer, West Virginia. 
He graduated from East 
Bank High School in in 
Kanawha County, West 
Virginia. After moving 
to Florida, he worked 
and retired from St. Joe 
Paper Company and was 
a member of the First 

Church of the Naza-
rene in Port St. Joe.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Ethel 
Hanna Mamoran and 
Jess Mamoran; sister, 
Barbarann; son, James 
Mamoran; and a daugh-
ter, Sharon Mamoran.

Mr. Mamoran is sur-
vived by his wife Delores 
W. Mamoran, to whom 
he would have been 
married to 67 years on 
April 26, 2018; seven 

children, Margaret Brock 
(Danny) of Cottondale; 
Larry Mamoran (Sandi) 
of Blountstown; Anita 
Mamoran of Miami; 
Tammy Walden of Pan-
ama City; Ricky Mamo-
ran (Vina) of Jamestown, 
TN; James “Jimmy” 
Mamoran (Patricia) 
of Wewahitchka; Teri 
Reeder of Apalachicola; 
12 grandchildren, four 
step-grandchildren, 19 
great-grandchildren; 

eight step-great-
grandchildren; one 
great-great-grandchild. 
Funeral services were 
held at 2 p.m., EST, 
Friday, April 27, 2018 
at First Church of the 
Nazarene in Port St. 
Joe. Interment followed 
in the Pines Cemetery, 
Hwy. 71 in Blountstown. 
Expressions of sym-
pathy may be viewed 
or submitted at www.
southerlandfamily.com.

J E S S  M A M O R A N

Special to The Star

The effects of hard 
times on religious faith 
will be explored 7 p.m. 
CT Monday, May 7 at 
Lifetree Café.

The program—titled 
“Where Is God When 
Life Turns Tough?”—
f e a t u r e s  a  f i l m e d 
interview with John 
Stumbo, a former pastor 
and marathon runner 
who suffered a sudden, 
life-threatening illness 
that attacked his entire 
muscular system.

“I was discovering 
the faith I had come to 
claim as a child was now 
being tested,” Stumbo 
said. “It happened in a 
venue I never expected, 
an ICU ward where the 
threat of death was very 

real.”
During the program, 

Lifetree participants 
will have an opportunity 
to discuss times in their 
own lives when they’ve 
doubted God.

A d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e 
60-minute event is 
free. Snacks and bever-
ages are available. 

L i f e t r e e  C a f é  i s 
located at 1602 U.S. 

Highway 98 in Mexico 
Beach across from El 
Governor Motel.

Lifetree Café is a place 
where people gather for 
conversation about life 
and faith in a casual cof-
feehouse-type setting. 
Questions about Lifetree 
may be directed to Gary 
Grubb at 334-806-5667 
or livingwater@living
wateratthebeach.com

Doubts about 
God discussed 
at Lifetree Café

Have you received the 
eternal life,

that Jesus promised so 
long ago?

Can people tell by the 
way you live

which direction you 
will go?

We need to live each 
day for Jesus

as it it were our last.
Tomorrow will never 

get here,
and yestday is the 

past.
Live each fleeting 

moment,

let the Spirit guide 
your way.

Let the lost see Jesus 
in your life,

that you’re ready for 
judgment day.

We’re not here to 
please people,

but we should show 
the way,

that leads the lost to 
Jesus

and eternal life one 
day.

 
 

Billy Johnson 

Eternal life

After a long battle with 
Multiple Myeloma, David 
Worster, 75, of Port St. 
Joe, passed away on 
Sunday morning April 
29, 2018. Born Septem-
ber 1, 1942 in Tampa, 
Florida and was raised 
in Waycross, Georgia. 
David served in the U.S. 
Navy. After his service 

he graduated from Jack-
sonville State College and 
began his career as a band 
director. He continued 
on as a musical instru-
ment repairman until 
his retirement. David 
enjoyed fishing, golf-
ing and music. His most 
endearing quality was 
his sense of humor and 

telling of corny jokes.
David is survived by 

his wife Nina of 49 years, 
his son Michael (Shel-
ley), daughter Margaret 
(Andrew), daughter 
Sunny (Blake) and his 
loving grandchildren.

Memorialization will 
be by cremation. In 
lieu of flowers please 

make donations at: 
http://winshipcancer.
emory.edu/give (Win-
ship Multiple Myeloma 
Fund) Expressions 
of sympathy may be 
viewed or submitted at 
www.southerlandfam-
ily.com. Southerland 
Family Funeral Home

Panama City, FL

DAV I D  W O R S T E R

Ties and Tiaras, father/
daughter dance

First United Method-
ist Church of Port St. 
Joe will host, “Ties and 
Tiaras: A Father, Daugh-
ter Dance” 7-10 p.m. ET 
May 4 in the church’s 
Great Hall. 

The cost is $25 per 

family and tickets are 
available for purchase 
at First United Method-
ist Church, Anchored 
South, Port St. Joe Ele-
mentary School (Liz 
Lentz), Faith Christian 
School (Patty Hort-
man) and Coastal Food 
and Ankle Clinic in 
Apalachicola. 

FA I T H  B R I E F S

Special to The Star

Port St. Joe Serenity at 
First United Method-
ist Church, located at 
U.S. 98 and Monument 
Ave., 8 p.m. ET Tues-
day and Thursday.

Surfside Serenity at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Church, 1500 15th 

Street in Mexico Beach; 
7 p.m. CT Friday (closed 
discussion).

Wewahitchka Serenity 
Group at Wewahitchka 
Community Center, 314 
N. 3rd Street. 7 p.m. 
CT Monday, 7 p.m. CT 
Wednesday.

The local AA Hotline is 
850-653-2000.

L O C A L  A A  M E E T I N G S

The Message is Hope; 
Promise of Freedom 
group of Narcotics 
Anonymous meets 6 
p.m. every Thursday 

at  the Port  St.  Joe 
Community Resource 
C e n t e r  l o c a t e d  a t 
401 Peters St. All are 
welcomed.

N A R C O T I C S  A N O N Y M O U S

First Baptist Church
102 THIRD STREET • PORT ST. JOE

Buddy Caswell, Minister of Music & Education
Bobby Alexander, Minister to Students

New Service Schedule for First Baptist ChurchNew Service Schedule for First Baptist Church

Dr. Boyd Evans Pastor

45
25
06
4

Sunday Morning Schedule
Blended Worship with Choir/Praise Team…8:30 AM

Great Commission Sunday School…………...9:45 AM

Contemporary Worship w/Band……………..10:45 AM

Wednesday
Dinner………..................…….5:00 - 6:00 pm

AWANA……………..............….6:00 - 7:30 pm

Surrender Student Ministry….6:15 - 7:30 pm

Prayer/Bible Study…………….6:15 - 7:30 pm

Nursery…………………....……..6:00 - 7:30 pmwww.fbcpsj.org
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“Let food be thy medicine, 
and medicine be thy food.” 
— Hippocrates

 

J ames Beard once said 
that food is our common 
ground, a universal 

experience. All fall and 
winter long, we enjoy bond-
ing over warm pumpkin 
or pecan pies, recreating 
our grandmother’s holiday 
caramel cake, and filling 
our pots with thick, hearty 
stews. Those rich foods 
anchor us in the seasons of 
life; they are a part of the 
fabric of our human experi-
ence, linking us to relatives 
and celebrations past.

However, when spring-
time rolls around again, 
we often feel the need to 
lighten up a bit. Spring the 
perfect time to head to the 
farmers market or enjoy 
the first fruits of our own 
gardens. Not only because 
those delightful greens, 
squash, peas or green toma-
toes are abundant in the 
South, but also because 
it heats up early here, 
and no one really wants 
to stand over a pot of hot 
stew in the kitchen all day.

I remember well those 
times when it’d start to warm 
up on St. Joe Beach, and our 
little kitchen would get rather 
hot and humid in a hurry. 
Mom would say, “I just don’t 
feel like turning on that oven 
tonight and heating up the 
house!” You see, our oven 
was an avocado green gas 
model, and it worked very 
well. But it didn’t take long 
for the kitchen to become 
overly hot, even in cool 
weather, when it was in use.

On those kinds of nights 
when the oven was not going 
to be lit, I enjoyed helping 
mom and dad assemble a big 
salad, full of lettuce, boiled 
egg, chopped bacon, fresh 
tomatoes, crisp cucumbers 
and, perhaps, a sprinkling 
of freshly grated cheese. 
Sometimes dad would light 
the smoker early in the day 
outside, and smoke sev-
eral chickens. That hot, 
smoked meat was was the 
absolute perfect accompa-
niment for the salad, in my 
opinion. The leftover meat 
made the best chicken salad 
I’ve had, to this day, too.

Now that I’m a bit older, I 
have begun thinking of ways 
to use food to “feed” my 
brain and protect my heart…
and more importantly to me, 

those of my family, as well. 
It makes good sense to take 
preventative measures to fight 
the health issues than plague 
so many of us, especially as 
we reach our mid- and later 
years. We should teach our 
children to eat this way, as 
well; the younger, the better!

I have begun, in that quest, 
creating recipes featuring 
heart- and brain-healthy 
foods like fish, avocados, and 
nuts. After reading how the 
healthy fats found in those 
foods can protect not only 
the brain and heart, but also 
the eyes, I wrote this recipe 
for a tomato-avocado salad. 
I guess that sounds a bit 
plain at first, but honestly, 
the combination of several 
simple, fresh ingredients 
yields a super- flavorful salad 
that I think you’ll love. It’s 
full of healthy fats from the 
nuts, olive oil and avocado, 
and many nutrients, as well 
as fiber, from the vegetables.

Of course, with a salad, it’s 
easy to play with amounts and 
ingredients, so you can add 
more of your favorite things, 
and leave out what you don’t 
care for to make it your own.

 
Tomato-avocado 
salad with walnuts

Ingredients:
• 4 Roma tomatoes, chopped

• 2 avocados, cubed
• 1/ 2 medium red onion, sliced 
or chopped
• 1 cucumber, peeled and 
chopped
• 1 red bell pepper, chopped
one small zucchini, chopped 
(may use raw or sauteed zuc-
chini that you have leftover)
• 1 /2 cup chopped walnuts or 
pecans
• Gently toss all ingredients in 
a serving bowl.

For the dressing:
• Juice of one lime
• 3 tablespoons red wine 
vinegar
• 2 tablespoons olive oil

Combine dressing ingredients 
in a shaker, or in a bowl using 
a whisk. Pour over salad, and 
gently toss.
Serve salad with your favorite 
meat, such as chicken or fi sh, 
or add cheese for a non-meat 
protein source, if desired.
Here’s another delicious, 
nutritious salad, featuring 
sweet watermelon and berries, 
basil, and soft cheeses. This 
is incredibly refreshing on a 
warm day!

 
Melon-berry salad 
with fresh mozzarella

Ingredients
• 4-5 cups watermelon chunks
• 1 cups sliced strawberries

• 1 /3 cup crumbled feta cheese
• 1 package soft fresh mozza-
rella, cubed
• 1 tablespoon balsamic 
vinegar
• 1 /4 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1/ 4 cup fresh basil leaves, torn 
into small pieces
• salt and pepper, to taste
 
Method:
In a large serving bowl, com-
bine the watermelon and the 
strawberries.
Add the cheeses and the basil, 
and toss well.
Sprinkle the olive oil and vin-
egar over the salad, and toss 
again to distribute the dress-
ing throughout the salad.
Sprinkle with a teaspoon 
of salt and half teaspoon of 
pepper, and toss gently to 
distribute.
Chill for an hour or so while 
you make the rest of your 
meal, and serve!
Note: Best served day it’s 
prepared, but I will use it 
again one day later if there are 
leftovers.
After that, however, the melon 
and berries release too much 
juice and the consistency is no 
longer optimal.
 
Now, all of us who grew up, or 
who currently live, along the 
Gulf Coast know that fi sh is 
delicious and usually plentiful. 
It’s also good for us, since it is 

high in healthy fat and good-
quality protein. How lucky are 
we?
I know that you have your 
favorite way already in mind to 
prepare your catch of the day, 
whether it be grilling, broiling 
or frying. However, I would like 
to share a simple way to cook 
your fi sh that even the most 
inexperienced cook can easily 
do: inside a foil packet!
It’s delicious, easy, and ready 
in no time fl at. It can be done 
inside the oven or on the 
grill. Also, if you don’t have 
any white wine, you can use 
chicken broth. or even water. 
to replace it in this recipe.

 
Foil packet dinner: Red 
Snapper and vegetables 
in white wine sauce

• 6 grape or cherry tomatoes 
cut in half
• 4 or 5 slices of zucchini 
squash
• 4 slices of lemon
• Red snapper (or whatever 
fi sh you have on hand) fi let, 
sprinkled lightly with Cajun 
or other preferred seasoning 
blend
• Shredded carrots
• 3 tablespoons of white wine
• 3 tablespoons of chicken 
broth
• 1 tablespoon of olive oil

Place above ingredients in foil 
pouch
 Tent the foil to allow to steam 
to rise in the packet and cook 
the food, making sure to com-
pletely seal the edges.
Bake at 350 degrees in the 
oven for 25 to 30 minutes
(When opening the foil packet 
to test for doneness and serve, 
be careful not to get burned by 
the steam!)

This recipe is eas-
ily adaptable, once you 
learn the method. You 
can use shrimp or scal-
lops instead of a fish filet, 
for example, and you can 
switch out the vegetables 
to use your favorites. 
Asparagus, yellow squash, 
or mushrooms would be 
nice to try in this recipe.

I hope these reci-
pes get you excited to 
expand your healthy 
eating, too. Happily, it 
doesn’t have to be bor-
ing to get great nutrition!

 
Stephanie Hill-Frazier is 
a writer, food blogger and 
regional television chef, 
whose on-air nickname 
is “Mama Steph.” She 
grew up in Gulf County, on 
St. Joe Beach, a place she 
will forever call home.
She is married and has three 
young adult sons who are con-
siderably taller than she is. You 
can find more of her recipes at 
whatsouthernfolkseat.com.   

W H AT  S O U T H E R N  F O L K S  E AT

Your cool, colorful springtime table

Tomatoes and peppers [SPECIAL TO THE STAR]

Stephanie Hill-Fraizer

By Ray Bodrey
Gulf County Extension Director
UF/IFAS
Special to The Star

The Gulf County Master 
Gardeners will hold another 
question and answer work-
shop on Saturday, May 19 
from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. 
ET at the Extension Service 
Satellite Office, 502 E. 4th 
St. in Port St. Joe.

In addition to discussing 
how to implement Florida 
Friendly Landscaping, the 
team will answer questions 
about native plants, work-
ing with sandy soil, and 
other topics that come up 
when planning a garden or 
dealing with garden pests 
and problems.

Bring your landscape 
ideas and plans, questions 
and garden-related prob-
lems to share. The Master 
Gardeners will explore 
University web resources, 
reference materials and 
their knowledge to help you 
find answers to problems 
you may be encountering.

Now is a great time to get 
growing in Gulf! The Gulf 
County Master Garden-
ers are a group of trained 
volunteers who work with 
the UF County Extension 
Director to provide hor-
ticulture information to 
county homeowners. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion, give the Gulf County 
Extension Service office a 
call at 639-3200.

Gulf County Master 
Gardeners second 
plant workshop

Special to The Star

The Joe invites two- and 
three-dimensional artists 
working in all mediums to 
submit original artworks for 
jury consideration for the 
2018 Turtles and Trash Show. 

Entries must be submitted 
online at http://TheJoeCen-
ter.org/call-for-entries by 
Tuesday, June 12. The Joe’s 
summer exhibit “Turtles and 
Trash” focuses on endan-
gered sea turtles and the 
impact of marine debris on 
the health of St. Joseph Bay. 

This exhibition is a part-
nership between The Joe 
Center for the Arts and envi-
ronmental organizations 
such as The Florida Coastal 
Conservancy. 

Participation by local art-
ists will provide support for 
these organizations and will 
help raise awareness about 
this issue. 

The Joe Center for the 
Arts, 201 Reid Avenue, is a 

community based non-profit 
art center. Our mission is to 

educate, exhibit, partner and 
inspire through the Arts.

Joe Center for the Arts: Call for entries

[SPECIAL TO THE STAT]
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Galleries/Exhibits

“Shrimpers” Residency Exhibit: 
Highlighting the work of 
Morgan Samuel Price
May 4-11, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
daily
Port Inn, 501 Monument Ave. 
(on Hwy. 98), Port St. Joe
"Ripples" Boat Builders Resi-
dency Exhibit: Highlighting the 
work of John P. Lasater IV
May 4-11, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
daily
Eastpoint Visitors Center, 730 
Highway 98, Eastpoint
“Built on Faith” Residency 
Exhibit: Highlighting the work 
of James Richards
May 4-11, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
daily
Berkshire Hathaway, 140 West 
1st Street, St. George Island
The Wetroom: Art Fresh Off the 
Easel
May 4-13, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
daily
Artists’ Choice Collection: 
Exhibition featuring the Best of 
the Best
May 4-11, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
daily
Rio Carrabelle Gallery, 102 St. 
James Avenue, Carrabelle
Masters’ Gallery: Exhibition of 
Inspired Paintings
May 4-13, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
daily
The Joe Center for the Arts, 201 
Reid Avenue, Port St. Joe
Florida’s Finest en Plein 
Air Exhibition: A Tribute to 
Florida’s Plein Air Talent
May 4-13, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
daily
Center for History, Culture 
and Arts, 86 Water Street, 
Apalachicola
Quickdraw Exhibit: The 
Best of the 2018 Quickdraw 
Competition
May 4-13, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
daily
Center for History, Culture and 
Art, 86 Water St., Apalachicola
Founder’s Collection: Exhibition 
presented as an Artists’ Tribute
May 4-13, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
daily
Sacred Heart Hospital, 3801 
East Highway 98, Port St. Joe

The Judge's Collection: Exhibi-
tion featuring the art of Lori 
Putnam
May 4-13, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
daily
Mexico Beach Visitor's Center, 
102 Canal Pkwy, Mexico Beach, 
FL

Events

A Mini-Workshop with Ken 
DeWaard
A Working Waterfront, Artist 
Demonstrations
May 4, 9-11 a.m., River-
front Park, 86 Water Street, 
Apalachicola
Opening Luncheon
May 4, 12 p.m.
The Joe, 201 Reid Avenue, Port 
St. Joe
Reid Avenue Streetscapes, 
Artist Demonstrations
May 4, 2-4 p.m.
The Joe, 201 Reid Avenue, Port 
St. Joe
First Friday Reception
May 4, 6 p.m.
Port Inn, 501 Monument 
Avenue, Port St. Joe
Shrimpers Residency Presenta-
tion by Morgan Samuel Price
May 4, 6:30 p.m.
Port Inn, 501 Monument 
Avenue (on Hwy. 98), Port St. 
Joe
Cape San Blas Quickdraw
May 5, 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Salinas Park, Cape San Blas
Salinas Park Vistas, Artist 
Demonstrations
May 5, 2- 4 p.m.
Salinas Park, 240 Cape San Blas 
Road, Cape San Blas
The Judge's Perspective - Fea-
turing Lori Putnam
May 5, 2- 4 p.m.
Apalachicola Center for His-
tory, Culture and Arts (HCA), 86 
Water Street, Apalachicola
A Working Waterfront, Artist 
Demonstrations
May 5, 2- 4 p.m.
Riverfront Park, 86 Water 
Street, Apalachicola
Salinas Park Artists' Reception
May 5, 4- 6 p.m.
Salinas Park, 240 Cape San Blas 
Road, Cape San Blas
Florida's Finest and Quickdraw 

Gallery Reception
May 5, 7- 9 p.m.
Center for History, Culture 
and Arts, 86 Water Street, 
Apalachicola
Plein Church, Gospel en Plein 
Air, Artist Demonstrations
May 6, 9-11 a.m.
Riverfront Park, 86 Water 
Street, Apalachicola
How the Landscape Elevates 
Us with Kathleen Hudson
May 6, 11 a.m. until 12 p.m.
Apalachicola Center for His-
tory, Culture and Art, 86 Water 
Street, Apalachicola, FL
Lunch and Learn - Reflections 
with Ray Roberts
May 7, 12-2 p.m.
Port Theatre, 314 Reid Avenue, 
Port St. Joe
The View Across Apalachicola 
Bay, Artist Demonstrations
May 7, 2-4 p.m.
Lynn's Quality Oysters, 402 
Highway 98, Eastpoint
Eastpoint Artists Reception
May 7, 4-6 p.m.
Lynn's Quality Oysters, 402 
Highway 98, Eastpoint
Nocturne Paint in Apalachicola, 
Artist Demonstrations
May 7, 8-10 p.m.
Riverfront Park, 86 Water 
Street, Apalachicola
Nocturne Paint at the 
Port St. Joe Marina, Artist 
Demonstrations
May 7, 8-10 p.m.
Port St. Joe Marina, 200 Miss 
Zola's Drive, Port St. Joe
Lunch and Learn - No Shame 
in Being Different with Charlie 
Hunter
May 8, 12-2 p.m.
Apalachicola Center for His-
tory, Culture & Art, 86 Water 
St., Apalachicola, FL
Marine Avenue Panoramas, 
Artist Demonstrations
May 8, 2-4 p.m.
Marine Street Pavilion, Marine 
Avenue Riverwalk, Carrabelle
Rio Carrabelle Artists' 
Reception
May 8, 4-6 p.m.
Rio Carrabelle Gallery, 102 St. 
James Avenue, Carrabelle
"Ripples" Boat Builders Resi-
dency Presentation by John P. 
Lasater, IV

May 8, 6:30 p.m.
Eastpoint Visitor Center, 731 
US Hwy. 98, Eastpoint, FL
Student Art Day
May 9, 10:00 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Mill Pond, 479 Market Street, 
Apalachicola
The Lighthouse Silhouette, 
St. George Island, Artist 
Demonstrations
May 9, 2-4 p.m.
Lighthouse Park, 2 E Gulf Beach 
Dr., St. George Island
St. George Island Artists 
Reception
May 9, 4-6 p.m.
St. George Island Lighthouse, 
2 E Gulf Beach Dr., St. George 
Island
“Built on Faith” Residency Pre-
sentation: Presenting the work 
of James Richards
May 9, 6:30 p.m.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeCen-
ter, 140 W. 1st St., St. George 
Island
Lunch and Learn - Art Up with 
Mark Shasha
May 10, 12-2 p.m.
Port Theatre, 314 Reid Avenue, 
Port St. Joe
Mexico Beach Tableaus, Artist 
Demonstrations
May 10, 2-4 p.m.
Mexico Beach Welcome Center, 
102 Canal Parkway, Mexico 
Beach
Mexico Beach Tableaus 
Reception
May 10, 4-6 p.m.
Mexico Beach Welcome Center, 
102 Canal Parkway, Mexico 
Beach
Local Color, Artist 
Demonstrations
May 11, 9-11 a.m.
Cape San Blas Lighthouse, 200 
Miss Zola's Drive, Port St. Joe
Masters' Gallery Tour - Featur-
ing Lori Putnam
May 11, 11 a.m. until 12 p.m.
The Joe Center for the Arts, 201 
Reid Ave., Port St. Joe, FL
Lunch and Learn - What's Cool 
about Watercolor with Brienne 
Brown
May 11, 12-2 p.m.
Apalachicola Center for His-
tory, Culture and Art, 86 Water 
St., Apalachicola, FL
Artists Roundtable Discussion 

- Moderated by Lori Putnam
May 11, 2-4 p.m.
Center for History, Culture and 
Arts, 86 Water Street, Apala-
chicola, FL
Collectors' Gala
May 11, 7-10 p.m.
The Joe Center for the Arts, 201 
Reid Avenue, Port St. Joe
A Working Waterfront, Artist 
Demonstrations
May 12, 9-11 a.m.
Riverfront Park, 86 Water 
Street, Apalachicola
Reid Avenue Streetscapes, 
Artist Demonstrations
May 12, 9-11 a.m.
The Joe, 201 Reid Avenue, Port 
St. Joe
Open House at the Wetroom
May 12, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.
The Joe Center for the Arts, 201 
Reid Avenue, Port St. Joe
Lunch and Learn - Bringing 
Animals to Life with William A. 
"Bill" Suys
May 12, 12-2 p.m.
Port Theatre, 314 Reid Avenue, 
Port St. Joe
Collector's Consultations with 
Lori Putnam
May 12, 1-4 p.m.
The Joe Center for the Arts, 201 
Reid Ave., Port St. Joe, FL
Artists' Choice Wet Room Artist 
Demonstration
May 12, 2-4 p.m.
The Joe Center for the Arts, 201 
Reid Avenue, Port St. Joe
Color: Warm or Cool Presenta-
tion with Vicki Norman
May 13, 11 a.m. until 12 p.m.
The Joe Center for the Arts, 201 
Reid Ave., Port St. Joe
Small Painting Sunday
May 13, 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.
The Joe Center for the Arts, 201 
Reid Avenue, Port St. Joe
Wet Room Artist Demonstra-
tion by Ray Roberts
May 13, 1-3 p.m.
The Joe Center for the Arts, 201 
Reid Avenue, Port St. Joe
Paint Stations
May 4-13
Various times and locations 
along the Forgotten Coast
Plein Air South
May 14-17
The Joe Center for the Arts, 201 
Reid Avenue, Port St. Joe, FL

F O R G O T T E N  C OA S T  E N  P L E I N  A I R  S C H E D U L E

Hudson, after graduating 
from Harvard, was selected 
to Boston’s Copley Society 
of Art, the oldest non-profit 
art organization in America.

Both can also quickly iden-
tify what attracts them about 
painting en plein air, identifi-
cations that dovetailed.

“It’s fun, great people and 
it’s never boring,” Price said. 
“To stand outside on a beau-
tiful day and paint a beautiful 
scene, what is better than 
that?”

Hudson said, “I like paint-
ing outside for a number 
of reasons. You can see the 
colors a camera can’t capture. 
It focuses me, helps me with 
clarity for my paintings.”

Further, the attraction of 
plein air painting, which has 
almost this traveling trouba-
dour vibe, serves as elixir.

“You have more of a sense 
of camaraderie than compe-
tition,” Hudson said. “You 
know people are working 
really hard, so there is a lot of 
inspiration.”

Price said, “The cool people 
you meet is part of it. You 
meet wonderful people who 
are there because they love 
art.”

And, as a final connection, 
Hudson and Price will each 
offer featured shows during 
Forgotten Coast en Plein Air.

Price will show a residency 

exhibit honoring the marine, 
and the boats, shrimpers and 
others, that ply their trade on 
the water.

“Painting boats brings so 
many things together,” Price 
said. “Paintings take on a life 
of their own.”

Hudson will provide a 
presentation Sunday on 
landscapes and how they can 
elevate a painting, and vice 
versa.

“The water, the colors, the 
atmospherics, there is just so 
much to see and understand 
(in a landscape),” Hudson 
said.

And as Forgotten Coast en 
Plein Air moves into its teen 
years with this year’s edition, 
what draws the artists, this 
year some two dozen, Hudson 
and Price join in a celebration 
and festival that has become a 
staple of the calendar.

“There is plenty to paint 
there,” Price said of the For-
gotten Coast. “It is beautiful.”

AIR
From Page B1

If math doesn’t work, 
let’s try some humanity, or 
poochanity. The numbers 
don’t do much, the human-
ity will.

Presenting Riona

A chocolate lab, and a bit 
out of the norm for DAWGS 
as she is already five years 
old, Riona has found a special, 
calling, literally.

Father Jim McDonald, a 
Catholic priest whose min-
istry plays out on a 10-acre 
compound along the Hudson 
River, was in search of a dog, 
one who could replace a 
beloved pet and fill a void.

McDonald’s ministry is 
caring for and housing retired 
and infirm nuns.

“They had adopted a dog 
named Charlie from a prison 
program in Ohio years ago,” 
said Sandi Christy, co-direc-
tor of the DAWGS in Prison 
program. “He was a yellow 
lab, but he passed away last 
year.

“(McDonald) wanted 
another lab, somebody for the 
Sisters to love on.”

And via the worldwide web, 
Father McDonald located 
DAWGS in Prison and Riona.

Christy spent hours on 
the phone with McDonald, 
as she does with most every 
adoption candidate, ensur-
ing a perfect match of dog 
and home.

The more she heard, the 
more she knew Riona and 
McDonald were bound to 
come together.

McDonald was seeking a 
more mature dog, a mellow, 
loving dog, for the special care 
needed at his compound.

The Sisters didn’t need a 
hyper young dog; they needed 
a dog that had, shall we say, 
experienced life as they had.

Riona has fit the bill since 

graduation.
“Riona is fitting right in,” 

Father McDonald said in an 
email. “She has met about 60 
people since arriving and she 
is loving to each one of them. 
She is already attached to my 
hip and the bonding process 
has gone very well.

“I took her over to the gym 
and went through all her com-
mands. They did a great job 
at DAWGS. My best to the 
guys.”

Those “guys” are a sam-
pling of the nearly 600 
inmates who have worked 
through the program, apply-
ing for entry with the hope of 
earning a caretaker spot and 
advancing to trainer.

More than a few of those 
inmates, upon release, have 
found employment on the 
outside thanks to the skills, 
discipline, empathy, patience, 
learned in DAWGS.

So, let us now consider 
Ruby, another chocolate lab 
that captured the title of Top 
Dog in Class 58, bestowed on 
the canine that progresses the 
most during the eight-weeks 
of training.

Mary Freitag splits her time 
between Wisconsin and Port 
St. Joe and volunteers at the 

SJBHS.
A friend of Freitag’s in 

Wisconsin fell hard for a dog 
Freitag adopted out of the 
DAWGS program.

Freitag made some intro-
ductions to Christy and in 
time the friend met Ruby.

She was smitten.
And after graduation, Fre-

itage was carrying Ruby to a 
forever home in the Badger 
State.

“That’s a very powerful 
word-of-mouth recommen-
dation,” Christy noted.

Sticking to our numbers 
theme, we shall note that 
Wisconsin became state No. 
26 in the list of destinations 
for DAWGS graduates: Class 
58’s 10 dogs went off to New 
Jersey, Connecticut, Florida, 
Virginia and Wisconsin.

And given that reach and 
disbursement, while the 
majority of referrals for 
adoption still come through 
the DAWGS website or Pet-
Finders, word-of-mouth has 
become a strong recruiting 
tool in finding forever homes.

Now, onto the Class of 59, 
already in training and des-
tined for homes and the steady 
approach of 600, in nine 
years. The math astounds.

DAWGS
From Page B1

Donations of both money 
and items for the silent auc-
tion during the event are still 
being sought.

There are also sponsorship 

opportunities for a portion of 
the event or food.

“We need everybody’s help 
if we are going to make this 
event successful,” Martin 
said. “We’d like every-
body to come out and enjoy 
themselves.”

To donate or for more 
information contact Martin 
at 229-2901.

VIOLENCE
From Page B1

The Quickdraw will be on Cape 
San Blas Sunday. [{FILE PHOTO]

Ruby, Top Dog in Class 58, is one her way to Wisconsin, one of 26 
states now home to DAWGS in Prison dogs.[SPECIAL TO THE STAR]
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• On April 24, Bobby Briggs Hill 
(37), William Woodrow Bryan 
(52) and Cullen Durant Wilson 
(34) were transported to the Gulf 
County Detention Facility to be 
booked on Gulf County Warrants. 
Hill was wanted for Violation of 
Injunction. Bryan was wanted for 
Failure to Pay Fines and Wilson 
was wanted for Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia, Possession 
of Heroin and Possession of 
Methamphetamine.

• On April 24, Fredrick Lecks 
Crutchfi eld III (27) was arrested 
at the Gulf County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce on a Violation of Proba-
tion warrant. Crutchfi eld was on 
probation of Sale of Metham-
phetamine (x3).

• On April 24, Sgt. L. Dickey was 
assigned to investigate allega-
tions of sex crimes against 
a minor child. Dylan James 
Houbler (23) was identifi ed as 
the suspect. During Sgt. Dickey’s 
investigation, the allegations 
were verifi ed, resulting in 
Houbler being charged with ten 
counts of Lewd and Lascivious 
Battery on person twelve years 
of age or older but less than 
sixteen years old. 

• On April 25, Deputy M. Manley 
observed a vehicle traveling in 
a reckless manner on U.S.98, 
southbound, near Industrial 
Road. Deputy Manley attempted 
to catch up to the vehicle to 
conduct a traffi c stop. The 
vehicle, which was speeding as 
well, turned left onto 1st Street 
at such a speed, that items in the 
back of the truck were slung out 
into the roadway. Deputy Manley 
cleared the road and continued 
after the vehicle. Deputy Manley 

caught up to the vehicle as it 
was turning into the parking 
lot leading up to the Robert M. 
Moore Administrative Building 
at the Gulf County Courthouse. 
He then observed the driver stop 
in the middle of the parking lot, 
exit the vehicle with a stick and 
run toward the front door of the 
Sheriff’s Offi ce. The man, who 
was later identifi ed as Robert 
Phillip Pyne (38), approached 
another man and attacked him 
with the stick. Deputy Manley 
quickly intervened and placed 
Pyne under arrest, charging him 
with Aggravated Battery. The 
man he attacked was identifi ed 
as Paul Lee Potts (52). Potts 
was attacked as a result of an 
incident that occurred moments 
earlier involving Potts and a 
female that has a domestic vio-
lence injunction against him. As a 
result of that incident Potts was 
placed under arrest and charged 
with Violation of a Domestic 
Violence Injunction.

• On April 25, Kimberly Ann 
Clarkson (34) turned herself in to 
the Gulf County Detention Facility 
to be arrested on a warrant for 
Violation of an Injunction for 
Protection Against Stalking.

• On April 25, Investigators P. 
Williams and S. Ferrell went to a 
residence on Crestwood Lane to 
locate Megan Leigh Lincoln (27) 
and arrest her on a Violation of 
Probation warrant. Lincoln was 
on probation for Sale of Metham-
phetamine. Lincoln was located 
and placed under arrest.

• On April 25, Investigators P. 
Williams and S. Ferrell executed 
an arrest warrant in the 5000 
block of South State 71 in 
Wewahitchka, by arresting Elijah 
Earl Spencer (33). Spencer was 

wanted for failing to appear in 
court on the charges of Retail 
Theft.

• On April 25, Investigators P. Wil-
liams and S. Ferrell went to West 
Creekview Drive, in Wewahitchka, 
to serve an arrest warrant on 
Tyler Jacob Nichols (19) for failing 
to appear in court on the charge 
of Grand Theft. Nichols was 
located and placed under arrest.

• On April 26, Deputy M. Peek 
conducted a traffi c stop on State 
22 near the Dixie Dandy. During 
the course of the traffi c stop, 
Deputy Peek deployed K-9 Brix 
to conduct a free air around 
the vehicle. Brix alerted on the 
vehicle, which led to a probable 
cause search. Deputy Peek found 
marijuana inside the vehicle. The 
vehicle’s only occupant, Chester 
Henry Quick (19) was placed 
under arrest and charged with 
Possession of Marijuana.

• On April 26, Deputy G. Desrosier, 
went to the 500 block of South 
4th Street in Wewahitchka and 
arrested Michael Deane Ward 
(50) on a warrant for failure to 
appear in court on the original 
charges of Felony Battery.

• On April 26, Deputy L. Green-
wood was dispatched to the 
Scallop Cove convenience store 
on Cape San Blas in reference 
to a theft. It was reported that 
a subject had entered the store, 
opened a box of condoms, and 
put one in his pocket. The subject 
purchased two drinks and a tube 
of Chapstick and left the store. 
Video surveillance was acquired 
and attempts are being made to 
identify the suspect.

• On April 26, Deputy M. Peek and 
Deputy S. Sheline conducted a 

traffi c stop near the intersection 
of State 71 and Chipola Avenue 
in Wewahitchka. During their 
encounter with the driver, who 
was identifi ed as Wesley James 
Johnson IV (31), they could smell 
an odor of marijuana coming 
from inside the vehicle. They also 
saw in plain view a bag of mari-
juana in the back seat. Johnson 
was placed under arrest and 
charged with possession of more 
than twenty grams of marijuana, 
which constitutes a felony.

• On April 27, Sgt. J. Williams and 
Deputy C. Harvey located Aaron 
Shane Whitehurst (34) in the 2000 
block of South State 71 in Wewa-
hitchka. Whitehurst was wanted 
on a warrant for Grand Theft and 
Burglary of an occupied dwell-
ing. The warrant stemmed from 
a burglary that was reported on 
April 19 in the Overstreet area.

• On April 27, Deputy M. Peek 
conducted a traffi c stop near 
the intersection of State 71 and 
Church Street in Wewahitchka. 
The driver was identifi ed as 
Darien Nathen Hutcheson (40) 
and it was revealed that his 
driver’s license was suspended. 
Hutcheson was placed under 
arrest and charged with driving 
with a suspended license.

• On April 26, Deputy Harvey 
travelled to the Bay County Jail 
to arrest Krystal Dawn Easter 
(30) and Jasmine Nicole Woullard 
(25) on Gulf County warrants and 
transport them back to the Gulf 
County Detention Facility. Easter 
was wanted for failing to appear 
in court on charges of Possession 
of Methamphetamine, Posses-
sion of Drug Paraphernalia and 
Resisting Law Enforcement 
without Violence. Woullard was 
wanted for violation of probation 

on the original charges of Sale 
of a Controlled Substance (x2) 
and Possession of a Controlled 
Substance (x2).

• On April 28, Deputy D. House 
responded to a report of a distur-
bance in the 300 block of Dolphin 
Street. Deputy House encoun-
tered a white female who he 
identifi ed as Jennifer Ann Clark 
(42). Clark was actively engaged 
in a verbal dispute with another 
subject. During the investigation 
into Clark’s actions, it was discov-
ered that Clark had been acting in 
such of a disturbing manor, that 
she awoke neighbors in the area. 
Clark was placed under arrest 
and charged with Disorderly 
Conduct. Clark was on probation 
out of Bay County so she was 
additionally charged with viola-
tion of probation.

• On April 28, Deputy D. House 
conducted a traffi c stop near the 
intersection of CR 386 and Shell 
Road. Deputy House identifi ed 
the driver, and sole occupant of 
the vehicle, as Derek Lee Skipper 
(31). During Skipper’s contact 
with Deputy House, he told 
him that he had been getting 
“high” all day long and produced 
a glass pipe with metham-
phetamine residue inside it. A 
search of the vehicle revealed 
a cigarette box with metham-
phetamine inside it. Skipper was 
placed under arrest and charged 
with Possession of Methamphet-
amine and Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia.

If you have any information 
regarding the aforementioned 
cases, please contact the 
Gulf County Sheriff’s Office 
at 227-1115, 639-5717, or 
remain anonymous by calling 
Crime Stoppers at 785-TIPS.

G U L F  C O U N T Y  S H E R I F F ’ S  O F F I C E  L AW  E N F O R C E M E N T  S U M M A R Y

By Margaret R. McDowell

“There once was a teacher 
of great renown...”

“The Teacher” as performed 
by Paul Simon

T eachers in West Vir-
ginia have returned to 
the classroom after a 

nine-day wage strike. Teach-
ers in Oklahoma staged a 
walkout earlier this month. At 
this writing, teacher walkouts 
in Arizona and Colorado are 
planned for the next few days. 
There’s a sense that these 
public employees have been 
dissatisfied for some time 
now. Why these protests are 

coalescing simultaneously is 
anyone’s guess. Perhaps it’s, 
thank you Robert Zimmer-
man, “Blowin’ in the Wind.”

Oklahoma’s minimum 
teacher salary starts at 
$31,600 and can range up 
to $46,000. Granted, it 
costs far less to live in rural 
Oklahoma than in New 
York, a state whose teach-
ers are compensated better 
than any other. So, some 
argue that teachers in states 
like Oklahoma should be 
paid far less. But $31,000, 
even in Oklahoma, doesn’t 
afford a lavish lifestyle.

How much should we pay 
those who educate our young 
people? If we really care 

about the quality of educa-
tion our kids are receiving, 
should we demonstrate that 
concern by reallocating funds 
in state budget sessions?

Many people say, “What’s 
in it for me? I don’t have 
kids,” or, “My kids are 
grown. Why do I care about 
teacher salaries and school 
funding?” And it’s an under-
standable stance. But here’s 
a thought: even if we don’t 
currently have children in 
school, we can all appreciate 
living in better communities. 
A better educated population 
saves us money. It’s a good 
economic decision. Investing 
in teacher salaries and schools 
means less unemployment, 

less crime, more produc-
tive taxpayers, more edu-
cated decisions being made 
about health care choices. 
These are all issues which 
end up costing us taxpayers 
a huge amount of money.

So is increasing teacher 
pay the only answer? No, of 
course not. Education, like 
all industries, faces a myriad 
of challenges beyond com-
pensation. Difficult, com-
plicated issues hound our 
educational institutions at 
every level. But one wonders 
what caliber of instructor 
could be recruited if start-
ing salaries approached, 
say, $75,000 a year? How 
would our young people be 

impacted? In what ways 
would it reshape our culture?

In many countries, teach-
ers are widely respected, 
and it is understood that 
their calling is an indispens-
able and valuable one. 

Here, we ask quite a lot of 
our teachers, including serv-
ing as bullet proof warriors 
and oftentimes funding their 
own materials when school 
supplies aren’t available, 
but we don’t compensate 
them particularly well. 

Paying teachers more is 
like funding public librar-
ies. They don’t normally 
turn a profit. But who 
wants to live in a com-
munity without one?

Teacher Strikes: ‘Blowin’ in the Wind’
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Marketing RFQ
The Mexico Beach Community Development 

Council, Inc. (MBCDC) is seeking
submissions from advertising agencies with 

expertise in marketing, creative services in ad-
vertising and marketing, and media buying to 

promote the tourism industry of Mexico 
Beach, Florida. Complete details and guide-

lines for submission on the Request for Quali-
fications (RFQ) can be located at 

http://mexicobeach.com/mexico-beach/about-the-cdc/
marketing-resources/. The RFQ 

must be submitted to the MBCDC by May 31, 
2018. Questions should be addressed to

Kimberly Shoaf, President, MBCDC, 
kimberly@mexicobeach.com.

Visitor Guide RFQ

The Mexico Beach Community Development 
Council, Inc. (MBCDC) is requesting

qualifications from firms for Developing and 
Printing of the Mexico Beach Visitor Guide. 

Complete details and guidelines for submis-
sion on the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 

can be located at 
http://mexicobeach.com/mexico-beach/about-the-cdc/

marketing-resources/. The RFQ 
must be submitted to the MBCDC by May 24, 
2018.Respondents must file their responses 
as instructed by the RFQ guidelines. Ques-

tions should be addressed to Kimberly Shoaf, 
President, MBCDC, 

kimberly@mexicobeach.com.

Collins Construction of SGI, Inc.
Office Position

Serious Inquires Only

Collins Construction is seeking a motivated
individual to fill an office position.

The individual must excel in computer skills,
communication skills, be detail oriented, and 
have good personal skills. Strong candidates 

will be dependable, self-motivated, 
self-starters, with exceptional organization 
skills and work well with other employees.

Position will be at the Eastpoint office located 
at 96 Otter Slide Rd.

Candidates may request an application via 
email at: melanie@jcollinsconstruction.com
or come by the address listed to fill one out.

Phone: 850-670- 5790

Housekeeping Property
Inspectors

Part-Time seasonal positions available.
Weekend work required. Personal vehicle,

valid driver’s license, and automobile
insurance needed. Competitive wages.
Come by Collins Vacation Rentals, Inc.

located at 60 East Gulf Beach Drive to apply in 
person or email Quentin Allen to request an 

application be emailed to you.
quentin@collinsvacationrentals.com

Now accepting applications for the 
2018-2019 school year:

*Maintenance/Facility Manager
*Front Office manager/Receptionist

*Paraprofessionals
*Part-time custodian, Bus driver, Substitutes

Please send resumes to Chimene
Johnson, ABC School 98 12th Street,

Apalachicola, FL 32320 or
cjohnson@abceagles.org.

ABC School is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Resort Vacation Properties
of SGI Inc.

Looking for dependable professional
Independent Contractors/Housekeepers

to perform departure cleans and deep
cleans for vacation homes. Must have

experience and references. Must carry liability
insurance and worker’s compensation
insurance if required by Florida Law.

Weekend work is required.
Call 850-670-1266 or visit us in person at

25 Begonia Street, Eastpoint, FL

RESORT VACATION
PROPERTIES of

SGI, Inc.
is now accepting applications for:

Part-Time Seasonal
Housekeeping Inspectors
Work 1-3 days per week.

$12/hour plus fuel reimbursement
Weekend work required. Must have

reliable transportation.
Apply in person

at 123 W Gulf Beach
Dr, St. George Island.

Water Plant Operator

The City of Mexico Beach is currently
accepting applications for the full time
position of Water Plant Operator. The

position’s primary responsibilities include 
reading meters, service line repair and overall 

operation of the City Water Plant. Qualified 
candidates will have a minimum of a Class 

“C” Operators Certificate in Water as issued 
by the State of Florida and be proficient with 
Microsoft Office. The position is Full time with 
full City benefits including retirement, health, 
vision, dental and life insurance. Applications
will be accepted at Mexico Beach City Hall, 

201 Paradise Path or
a.welle@mexicobeachgov.com for more

information please email
p.hall@mexicobeachgov.com until May 10, 

2018 at 2pm.

The City of Mexico Beach is a Drug-Free 
work place and is an EEOC provider.

20184S
NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Capital One 
Cltrl Assignee of FIG 
2241, LLC, the Certifi-
cate Holder of the fol-
lowing Tax Sale Certif-
icate, has filed said 
Certificate for a Tax 
Deed to be issued 
thereon. The Tax Deed 
Application number, 
Real Estate number, 
Certificate number, 
Date of Issuance and 
Name(s) in which it was 
assessed are as fol-
lows:

Application #2017-28
Tax Sale Certificate
#2015-1067
Name in which as-
sessed: G P H Hold-
ings LLC AGENT: Trent 
L. Coggins
R.E. No. 06287-385R
Date of Issuance:
May 29, 2015

Description of Property:

Lot 57, Jubilation 
Phase II, according to 
the map or plat thereof 
as recorded in Plat 
Book 5, Page 12, of the 
Public Records of Gulf 
County, Florida.

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Unless
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida, at 11:00 am 
E.T., Wednesday, 23rd
day of May, 2018.

Dated: April 16, 2018

REBECCA L. NORRIS
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT

BY: Elaine Bland,
Deputy Clerk
Pub: April 19, 26, May 
3, 10, 2018

20178S
NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Linda Gant, 
the Certificate Holder of 
the following Tax Sale 
Certificate, has filed 
said Certificate for a 
Tax Deed to be issued 
thereon. The Tax Deed 
Application number, 
Real Estate number, 
Certificate number, 
Date of Issuance and 
Name(s) in which it was 
assessed are as fol-
lows:

Application #2017-23
Tax Sale Certificate
#2014-1027
Name in which as-
sessed: Edward Mitch-
ell, Waldo Thomas, and 
Mrs. Eliza Dawson
R.E. No. 05773-000R
Date of Issuance:
May 30, 2014

Description of Property:

Lot 11, Block 1005, of 
Millview Addition to the 
City of Port St. Joe, 
Florida, according to 
the Official Map on file 
in the Office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Gulf County, 
Florida.

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Unless
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida, at 11:00 am 
E.T., Wednesday, 23rd
day of May, 2018.

Dated: April 16, 2018

REBECCA L. NORRIS
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT

BY: Elaine Bland,
Deputy Clerk
Pub: April 19, 26, May 
3, 10, 2018

20182S

FOUND PROPERTY 
NOTICE

NOTICE TO THE 
OWNER AND ALL 

PERSONS
INTERESTED IN 
THE ATTACHED 

PROPERTY.

This property: A 
floating structure 
(green and white 
house boat) was 
abandoned on the 
waters of the Chip-
ola River on Lockey 
Lake, in Gulf County, 
FL. To claim sai 
property, contact the 
FWC Panama City 
Regional Office at 
850-265-3676. Dated 
this 12th day of 
march 2018.
FWNW18OFF002048
Pub: April 19, 26, 
May 3, 10, 2018

20328S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT, FOURTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 
AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No: 18-22-CA

SABRINA CHRISTINA 
HARPER,
Plaintiff,

vs.

SEAGRASS PROPER-
TIES, LLC, a dissolved, 
inactive Florida limited 
liability company, et al,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

T O : S T E V E N
DELONGA, individually 
and as Managing Mem-
ber of Core Develop-
ment Group, LLC, as 
one of the two last 
known managing mem-
bers of Seagrass Prop-
erites, LLC, a dis-
solved, inactive Florida 
limited liability com-
pany - address un-
known

RYAN DWYER, Individ-
ually and as Managing 
Member of Dwyer Ven-
tures, LLC, as one of 
the two last known 
managing members of 
Seagrass Properties, 
LLC, a dissolved, inac-
tive Florida limited lia-
bility company - ad-
dress unknown

and as to each of said 
persons against the un-
known husband or 
wife, as the case may 
be, of any or either of 
them, if alive; and if 
dead, then against their 
and each of their un-
known heirs, devisees, 
legatees, grantees and 
all other parties or per-
sons claming interest 
by, through, under or 
against them, and 
against all persons hav-
ing or claiming to have 
any right, title or inter-
est in and to the follow-
ing described lands.

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED That an action 
to quiet title on the fol-
lowing described prop-
erty in GULF County, 
Florida:

LOT 13, BLOCK D, 
SEAGRASS SUBDIVI-
SION, ACCORDING 
TO THE MAP OR 
PLAT THEREOF, AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 5, PAGE 1, 
PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

has been filed against 
you and you are re-
quird to serve a copy of 
your written defenses, if 
any, to it upon MI-
CHAEL J. COOPER, 
Plaintiff’s attorney 
whose address is 321 
Northwest Third Ave-
nue, Ocala, florida 
34475, BY NOT LATER 
THAN: May 25th, 

2018, and file the origi-
nal with the Clerk of 
this Court either before 
service on Plaintiff’s at-
torney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a 
default will be entered 
against you for the re-
lief demanded in the 
Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and 
seal of this Court on 
this the 13th day of 
April, 2018

REBECCA L. (BECKY) 
NORRIS
Clerk of the Court
BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk
Pub April 26, May 3, 
10, 17, 2018

20264S
NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Capital One 
Cltrl Assignee of FIG 
2241, LLC, the Certifi-
cate Holder of the fol-
lowing Tax Sale Certifi-
cate, has filed said Cer-
tificate for a Tax Deed 
to be issued thereon. 
The Tax Deed Applica-
tion number, Real Es-
tate number, Certificate 
number, Date of Issu-
ance and Name(s) in 
which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Application #2018-02
Tax Sale Certificate
#2015-236
Name in which as-
sessed: Raymond 
Lewis Syfrett and Ann 
S. Syfrett
R.E. No. 01362-050R
Date of Issuance:
May 29, 2015

Description of Property:

That portion of Gov’t 
Lot 1, Designated as 
Parcel #1362, by the 
Property Appraiser fo 
Gulf County, which lies 
West and South of Lin-
ton Road, being a por-
tion of the NE 1/4 of 
Section 36, Township 3 
South, Range 10 West.

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Unless
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida, at 11:00 am 
E.T., Wednesday, 30th
day of May, 2018.

Dated: April 23, 2018

REBECCA L. NORRIS
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT

BY: Elaine Bland,
Deputy Clerk
Pub: April 26, May 3, 
10, 17, 2018

20424S
POTENTIALLY INELI-
GIBLE REGISTERED 

VOTER’S NOTICE

The Gulf County Super-
visor of Elections has 
received information 
the person(s) listed be-
low is potentially ineli-
gible to be registered 
to vote.  Failure to con-
tact this office within 30 
days after this notice is 
published may result in 
a determination of ineli-
gibility by the supervi-
sor of elections and re-
moval of the registered 
voters’ name from the 
statewide voter regis-
tration system.  You 
should contact this of-
fice by calling 850-229-
6117 to receive infor-
mation regarding the 
basis for the potential 
ineligibility and in-
structions on how to re-
solve the matter, or re-
quest additional assis-
tance if needed.

An administrative hear-
ing will be held regard-
ing the potential ineligi-
bility of these persons 
on June 4, 2018  at 
9:00 AM EST in the Su-
pervisor of Elections 
Office - 401 Long Ave, 
Port St Joe, FL 32456.

The Supervisor of Elec-
tions will make a deter-
mination no less than 
30 days after this pub-
lished notice and will 
notify the voter of the 
determination and ac-
tion taken.

Paul J. Causey
175 Reynolds Rd
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

Royce M. Chancey
620 S. 3rd St.
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

Kelly Diane Evans
P.O. Box 763
Port St. Joe, FL 32457

Cecil H. Lyons, III
204 16th Street
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

Bruce Edward Parker
181 Shell Rd
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

Jessika L. Turner
2448 Victoria Ave.
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

Charles M. Gable
197 Meadowview Rd
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

This notice published 
May 3, 2018
John M. Hanlon
Gulf County Supervisor 
of Elections

20338S
NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that Bayou RV Supplies 
& Storage, LLC., Pursu-
ant to FS83.806, will 
dispose of or offer for 
sale after May 10, 2018
the miscellaneous 
items belonging to the 
following tenants: 
Janah Strickland, Unit 
212 and Amanda Baez, 
Unit 025. Unit contents 
may be redeemed by 
owner prior to May 10, 
2018, for cash only
Pub April 26, May 3, 
2018

20358S
NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Capital One 
Cltrl Assignee of FIG 
2241, LLC, the Certifi-
cate Holder of the fol-
lowing Tax Sale Certifi-
cate, has filed said Cer-
tificate for a Tax Deed 
to be issued thereon. 
The Tax Deed Applica-
tion number, Real Es-
tate number, Certificate 
number, Date of Issu-
ance and Name(s) in 
which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Application #2018-03
Tax Sale Certificate
#2015-451
Name in which as-
sessed: Willie O, Riley
R.E. No. 02555-000R
Date of Issuance:
May 29, 2015

Description of Property:

Lot 12, Block 4. of Pine 
Pidge Addition to 
Wewahitchka, Florida, 
according to the Offi-
cial Map or Plat thereof 
on file in the Office of 
the Clerk of Circuit 
Court, Gulf County, 
Florida.

All of said property 
being in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Un-
less such certificate 
shall be redeemed ac-
cording to law, the 
property described in 
such certificate will be 
sold to the highest 
bidder in the front 
Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida, at 11:00 am 
E.T., Wednesday, 30th 
day of May, 2018.

Dated: April 23, 2018

REBECCA L. NORRIS
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT

BY: Elaine Bland,
Deputy Clerk
Pub: April 26, May 3, 
10, 17, 2018

20468S
CITY OF PORT ST. 

JOE, FLORIDA
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 

SEALED BIDS
RFP 2018-11

Port St. Joe Down-
town Water Improve-

ments Materials
Purchase

Sealed bids for City of 
Port St. Joe Downtown 
Water Improvements 
Materials Purchase will 
be received at City 
Hall, 305 Cecil G. 
Costin Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, Florida 32456 
up until 3:00 PM EST, 
Friday, May 25, 2018. 
Bids will be publicly 
opened and acknowl-
edged, Friday, May 25, 
2018, at 3:05 PM EST, 
in the City Commission 
Conference Room.

Bids shall be submitted 
in a sealed envelope, 
plainly marked with 
bidder’s name, ad-
dress, date and time of 
opening, and bid num-
ber for “RFP 2018-11 
Port St. Joe Downtown 

Water Improvements 
Materials Purchase”.

DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK: Direct Pur-
chase of materials as 
listed in the Base Bid 
sheet that are required 
to complete the re-
placement of various 
water main and service 
connections through-
out the distribution sys-
tem. A complete bid 
package is available at 
www.cityofportstjoe.
com

For questions concern-
ing this project, please 
contact John Grantland 
at 850-229- 8247.The 
City of Port St. Joe re-
serves the right to ac-
cept or reject any and 
all Statements of Bids 
in whole or in part, to 
waive informalities in 
the process, to obtain 
new Statements of 
Bids, or to postpone 
the opening pursuant 
to the City’s purchasing 
policies. Each State-
ment of Bid shall be 
valid to the City of Port 
St. Joe for a period of 
sixty (60) days after the 
opening.

The City of Port St. 
Joe is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer
Pub May 3, 10, 2018

20452S
NOTICE UNDER FICTI-
TIOUS NAME LAW 
PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 865.09, FLORIDA 
STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-
signed, desiring to en-
gage in business under 
the fictitious name of:

Sizemore’s
Sugar Bears

located at 377 Lake-
view dr., in the County 
of Gulf in the City of 
Wewahitchka, Florida, 
32465 intends to regis-
ter the said name with 
the Division of Corpora-
tions of the Florida De-
partment of State, Tal-
lahassee, Florida.

Dated at Wewahitchka, 
Florida, this 26th day of 
April, 2018.

ARLO AND WILA LLC
Pub: May 3, 2018

20454S
CITY OF PORT ST. 

JOE, FLORIDA
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 

SEALED BIDS
RFP 2018-12

Port St. Joe Down-
town Water Improve-

ments Bores

Sealed bids for City of 
Port St. Joe Downtown 
Water Improvements 
Bores will be received 
at City Hall, 305 Cecil 
G. Costin Sr. Blvd., 
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32456 up until 3:00 PM 
EST, Friday, May 25, 
2018. Bids will be pub-
licly opened and 
acknowledged,Friday, 
May 25, 2018, at 3:05 
PM EST, in the City 
Commission Confer-
ence Room.

Bids shall be submitted 
in a sealed envelope, 
plainly marked with 
bidder’s name,address, 
date and time of open-
ing, and bid number for 
“RFP 2018-12 Port St. 
Joe Downtown Water 
Improvements Bores”.

DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK: The City of 
Port St. Joe is accept-
ing bids for under-
ground bore work as 
part of our Downtown 
water improvement 
project. The work shall 
consist of twelve (12) 
inch, six (6) inch, two 
(2) inch and service 
bores. A complete bid 
package is available at 
www.cityof
portstjoe.com

For questions concern-
ing this project, please 
contact John Grantland 
at 850-229- 8247.

The City of Port St. Joe 
reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any and 
all Statements of Bids 
in whole or in part, to 
waive informalities in 
the process, to obtain 
new Statements of 
Bids, or to postpone 
the opening pursuant 
to the City’s purchasing 
policies. Each State-
ment of Bid shall be 
valid to the City of Port 
St. Joe for a period of 
sixty (60) days after the 
opening.

The City of Port St. 
Joe is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer
Pub: May 3, 10, 2018

20476S
CITY OF PORT ST. 

JOE, FLORIDA
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 

SEALED BIDS
RFP 2018-09 (REBID 

OF RFP 2017-10)
Long Avenue Water 

Project Materials
Purchase

Sealed bids for City of 
Port St. Joe for Long 
Avenue Water Project 
Materials Purchase will 
be received at City 
Hall, 305 Cecil G. 
Costin Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, Florida 32456 
up until 3:00 PM EST, 
Friday, May 25, 2018. 
Bids will be publicly 
opened and acknowl-
edged, Friday, May 25, 
2018, at 3:05 PM EST, 
in the City Commission 
Conference Room.

Bids shall be submitted 
in a sealed envelope, 
plainly marked with 
bidder’s name, ad-
dress, date and time of 
opening, and bid num-
ber for “ RFP 2018-09 
REBID OF RFP 
2017-10) Long Avenue 
Water Project Materials 
Purchase”.

DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK: Direct Pur-
chase of materials as 
listed in the Base Bid 
sheet that are required 
to complete the re-
placement of various 
water main and service 
connections through-
out the distribution sys-
tem. A complete bid 
package is available at 

www.cityofportstjoe.co
m

For questions concern-
ing this project, please 
contact John Grantland 
at 850-229-8247.

The City of Port St. Joe 
reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any and 
all Statements of Bids 
in whole or in part, to 
waive informalities in 
the process, to obtain 
new Statements of 
Bids, or to postpone 
the opening pursuant 
to the City’s purchasing 
policies. Each State-
ment of Bid shall be 
valid to the City of Port 
St. Joe for a period of 
sixty (60) days after the 
opening.

The City of Port St. 
Joe is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer
Pub: May 3, 10, 2018

20470S
CITY OF PORT ST. 

JOE, FLORIDA
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 

SEALED BIDS
RFP 2018-10 (REBID 

OF RFP 2017-11)
Long Avenue Water 

Project Bores

Sealed bids for City of 
Port St. Joe for Long 
Avenue Water Project 
Bores will be received 
at City Hall, 305 Cecil 
G. Costin Sr. Blvd., 
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32456 up until 3:00 PM 
EST, Friday, May 25, 
2018. Bids will be pub-
licly opened and ac-
knowledged, Friday, 
May 25, 2018, at 3:05 
PM EST, in the City 
Commission Confer-
ence Room.

Bids shall be submitted 
in a sealed envelope, 
plainly marked with 
bidder’s name, ad-
dress, date and time of 
opening, and bid num-
ber for” RFP 2018-10 
(REBID OF RFP 
2017-11) Long Avenue 
Water Project Bores”.

DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK: The City of 
Port St. Joe is accept-
ing bids for under-
ground bore work as 
part of our Long Ave-
nue water line project. 
The work shall consist 
of twelve (12) inch, 
eight (8) inch, three (3) 
inch and service bores. 
A complete bid pack-
age is available at 
www.cityofportstioe.co
m

For questions concern-
ing this project, please 
contact John Grantland 
at 850-229-8247.

The City of Port St. Joe 
reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any and 
all Statements of Bids 
in whole or in part, to 
waive informalities in 
the process, to obtain 
new Statements of 
Bids, or to postpone 
the opening pursuant 
to the City’s purchasing 
policies. Each State-
ment of Bid shall be 
valid to the City of Port 
St. Joe for a period of 
sixty (60) days after the 
opening.

The City of Port St. 
Joe is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer
Pub: May 3, 10, 2018

Health & Medical
Were you an
INDUSTRIAL
TRADESMAN
(machinist/boilermaker/pipefit-
ter etc) and re-
cently diagnosed
with LUNG CANCER? 
You may be entitled to 
a SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Risk free con-
sultation!
855-259-0557

Port St. Joe
305 Nautilus Drive
Saturday, May 5th
8:00am to 3:00pm
YARD SALE
Generator Unused,
antique two-drawer 
dreser,  outdoor, X-mas
displays, Many home 
items, ladies clothing 
clean.

St Joe Beach
8111 Alabama Ave

May 5th
8am - 2pm

Two Family 
Yard Sale

Mens, womens, and 
childrens clothes, toys, 
household items, and 

furniture.

Pest Control 
Technician

Full time employee 
needed; must be
presentable and

motivated. Apply in 
person at Donnie’s

Total Pride Pest
Control, Inc. 324 Reid 
Avenue, Port St. Joe. 

No phone calls.
Experience not

necessary, will train.

Pro Shop
Customer

Service Worker

St. Joseph Bay Golf 
Club seeks a 

part-time worker to 
perform outstanding

customer service.
This service includes 

the Pro Shop,
restaurant, and bar.
Candidates should 
have experience in 

computer
operations, cash 

register operations, 
food prep, handling 
and cooking. Must 

be able to work
independently and 
knowledge of golf 
course rules is a 

plus. Must be able 
to work weekends 
and must apply in 

person.

Publisher’s
Notice

All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any 
such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination” 
Familial status includes 
children under the age 
of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and 
people securing cus-
tody of children under 
18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed 
that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper 
are available on a equal 
opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free number for the 
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Jackson County 
Florida

377 Acres, 
$2,985.oo per Acre

145 Acres 
Cultivated/Irrigated
6,000 SQ FT Open 

Packing Shed
2,400 SQ FT Cooler 
with Loading Ramps

Multiple Wells
Call Kane 

850-509-8817

2008 Mercedes 
Benz E 350 

4matic
Very clean; 1 owner; 

well maintained. 
$6500.

Call (850) 227-7800.

The Star
850-747-5020

or visit us online at 
emeraldcoastmarketplace.com
For all your buying and 

selling needs.

If you didn’t
advertise here,
you’re missing
out on potential

customers.
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