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Star Staff Report

Independence Day is ahead 
and the night sky will soon be lit 
up with the glittering explosions 
of local/area fi rework displays. 
It’s an annual event that 
everyone looks forward to, so 
here’s where you can get your fi x 
for the Fourth.

PORT ST. JOE
On Friday, July 4, Port St. Joe 

will commemorate the historic 
event starting at 6:30 p.m. ET 
with a parade down Reid Avenue 
featuring golf carts, go-karts 

and bicycles.
Organizers are encouraging 

all youngsters to decorate their 
vehicles and participate.

“Come one, come all,” said 
Mayor Mel Magidson. 

Immediately following the 
parade, a low country boil 
fundraiser and fl ag ceremony 
to honor America’s founding 
fathers will take place at City 
Commons Park.

(In the case of rain, the low 
country boil will move to the 
Centennial Building). 

A street dance will take place 
on Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

starting at 6 p.m. ET that will 
run into the night, ending at 1 
a.m.

Starting at 8:30 p.m. ET, 15-
piece Panama City big band, Go 
Big or Go Home will perform 
an hour-long set on the George 
Core Park stage.

(In the case of inclement 
weather the concert will be at 
the Centennial Building). 

During an intermission in 
the music, the annual fi reworks 
display will be launched over St. 
Joseph’s Bay. Once complete, 

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star
wlocher@starfl.com

There are new faces on the beach 
armed with helpful hints and smiles for 
locals and visitors alike.

The Beach Ambassador program, 
an idea originally pitched last year by 
Jennifer Jenkins, executive director of 
the Tourist Development Council, has 

not only come to fruition, but put three 
fully-trained ambassadors on county 
beaches seven days a week, 10 hours a 
day.

The $94,000 program was funded by 
the one penny that the TDC collects in 
bed taxes for beach nourishment.

Spending for the program was 
approved by the Advisory Council prior 
to going before the Board of County 
Commissioners for fi nal approval.

Once the program was approved, 
Jenkins began accepting applications, 
seeking people who grew up on the 
beaches and were familiar with the 
rules.

“I was looking for people who 
represent the Gulf County brand,” said 
Jenkins. “People who would go out 
and represent our area with the truest 

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

Gulf County is closer to see-
ing $3 million for several recre-
ational projects.

A fi nal plan for the third phase 
of early restoration projects fol-
lowing the 2010 Deepwater Ho-
rizon oil spill was published last 
week in the Federal Register, 
outlining 44 projects across the 
Gulf states with a price tag of 
$627 million.

Included is nearly $3 million 
for Gulf County projects.

They are:
• Highland View boat ramp; 

$176,550;
• Indian Pass boat ramp; 

$176,550;
• Beacon Hill Veterans’ Me-

morial Park improvements; 
$588,500;

• WindMark Beach Fish-
ing Pier improvements; $1.77 
million;

• Frank Pate Park Boat 
Ramp; $806,972.

The plan is part of the Natu-
ral Resource Damage Assess-
ment (NRDA) process, which is 
required under the federal Oil 
Pollution Act of 1990. Funding 
for phase III, the largest round 
of projects, is expected to be fi -
nalized in a record of decision 
signed by trustees in the next 30 
to 40 days.

“It really was a collaborative 
effort to come up with this plan 
for the project,” said Ashley 
Williams, the Gulf Coast Public 
Affairs Manager for Deepwa-

ter Horizon. “Loss of human 
use after the oil spill was a big 
theme with the early restoration 
projects.”

County Commissioner War-
ren Yeager recently said that 
after some delays the NRDA 
funding would begin fl owing in 
the next few months.

The major funding to the 
county is for the construction of 
a new public-access fi shing pier 
at WindMark Beach, addressing 

Second-degree 
murder charges 
fi led against son 

who killed mother
By TIM CROFT

227-7827 |@PSJ_Star
tcroft@starfl.com

A Port St. Joe man 
was formally charged 
with second-degree mur-
der in the slaying of his 
mother in their Cape San 
Blas home last month.

Jarrod Powell Slick, 
23, is already in jail without bond in the 
May 18 killing of his mother, Renee Gail 
Coffey, 58.

In an information fi ling from the State 
Attorney’s Offi ce, new details of the crime 
were also released.

According to the fi ling, Slick allegedly 
killed Coffey by striking her “over the head 
with a blue curling weight and slicing her 
neck with a corkscrew.”

Those acts were “imminently danger-
ous to another” and “evincing a depraved 
mind regardless of human life.”

Teen killed in 
Friday night 

accident
By TIM CROFT

227-7827 |@PSJ_Star
tcroft@starfl.com

For the third time in a month the We-
wahitchka community has been rocked 
by the death of a teenager.

Tyler Austin Gray, 16, was killed late 
Friday night in a single-vehicle accident 
on State 71 north of County 381A.

Along with his family, Gray lived in 
Wewahitchka until moving to Mari-
anna and he attended Wewahitchka 
High School. He has extended family in 
Wewahitchka.

According to the Florida Highway 
Patrol, Gray was heading north around 
11 a.m. CT Friday night when it appears 
he lost control of his Ford F-150 truck 
and entered the shoulder.

According to the FHP, Gray tried to 
regain control and over-corrected sev-
eral times resulting in the vehicle spin-
ning into a line of trees.

The driver’s side of the truck struck 
a tree. 

Gray was pronounced dead at the 
scene.

Gray’s death follows by mere weeks 
the suicide of two.

See MURDER A3

Get your red, white and blue on
Moxy and 
Doc, smooth 
fox terriers 
owned by 
Melina Elum 
and her 
husband of 
St. Joe Beach, 
don patriotic 
garb for the 
Fourth. The 
dogs are half-
brother and 
sister.

SPECIAL TO THE STARSee FOURTH A3

$3 million in county recreational projects closer to funding

See FUNDING A3

WES LOCHER | The Star

Austin Burke and Justin Cothran are two of the new TDC beach ambassadors.

Guardian AngelsGuardian Angels

TDC Beach Ambassadors patrol with helping hands

See ANGELS A2
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ability.”
Among the 14 

applications were three 
that met and exceeded 
Jenkin’s guidelines. 

Austin Burke, Justin 
Cothran and Blake 
Kemp were hired as 
beach ambassadors and 
underwent an intense 
week-long training to 
prepare them on how to 
handle any given situation. 
They completed their 
training last month and 
have been on the beaches 
for several weeks.

Also part of the 
new team are brand 
ambassador Adrian 
Woodward, who splits time 
between the Welcome 
Center and the beaches, 
and Napoleon Hill, a beach 
maintenance tech who 
hauls off large trash items 
left behind by guests.

Each day, the 
ambassadors cover more 
than 30 miles of beach 
utilizing a fleet of vehicles. 
A truck allows the team to 
cover Indian Pass, an ATV 
is used on Cape San Blas 
and a golf cart gets the job 
done in St. Joe Beach.

The priority is not to 
police the beaches, but 
to provide education. 
Many visitors are 
simply unfamiliar with 
county ordinances and 
ambassadors interact, 
offer assistance and collect 
data to be examined at the 
end of the season.

If the ambassadors 
see a beach-goer drinking 
from a glass bottle, they’ll 
offer a GCFL-branded 
plastic cup. 

If a dog isn’t on a leash, 
a free one will be offered. 

If someone asks where 
to eat dinner, a Gulf County 
Visitor’s Guide is provided. 

Everything is done 
with a non-confrontational 
approach. 

“I tell people that I’m 
their guardian angel and 
that I’m going to help 
them not get a ticket,” said 
Burke.

During the interaction, 
the ambassadors ask 
where people are from, 
how long they’re staying 
and any highlights of their 
experience so far.

 “The Gulf County 
TDC does not develop, 
implement or enforce 
ordinances,” said Jenkins. 
“We’re out to make guests 
feel welcome and protect 
our natural resources.”

Burke and Cothran 
spent last Wednesday 
afternoon on the Cape 
spreading goodwill, and if 
spending your days on the 

beach helping others enjoy 
what Gulf County has to 
offer sounds like a dream 
job, you’re probably right.

“It’s the best summer 
job, ever,” said Burke, a 
2009 graduate of Port St. 
Joe High School. “I’d be 
out on the beach anyway.”

Burke and Cothran, a 
2013 graduate of PSJHS, 
heard about the open 
ambassador position in 
the newspaper and applied 
quickly.

“You take so much from 
your hometown when you 
grow up,” said Cothran. 
“Eventually, you have to 
give something back.”

The ambassadors check 
park restrooms, collect 
garbage, pull abandoned 

items off the beach and 
generally help wherever 
they can, whether it’s 
assisting a fisherman 
remove a stingray from his 
hook, helping someone set 
up a beach tent, or calling 
the turtle patrol if a sea 
turtle has stranded itself 
on the shore. 

Ambassadors are also 
trained in CPR for worst-
case scenarios but work 
closely with the South 
Gulf County Volunteer 
Fire Department and Gulf 
County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Brian Smith for all real 
emergencies.

What’s the easiest way 
to spread the Gulf County 
brand? 

It turns out that all you 

have to do is wave. Burke 
and Cothran said that a 
simple wave establishes 
a friendly presence and 
as long as they initiate 
the friendliness, it makes 
people comfortable.

“We don’t want people 
to be intimidated by us,” 
said Cothran. “People are 
free to come up and talk to 
the ambassadors. We’re 
here to help.”

Perhaps the most 
important rule is that one 
person’s trash can become 
another person’s treasure. 
If an abandoned boogie 
board is found one day, it 
often makes a great gift for 
another child a day or two 
later. 

During one of his shifts, 

Burke said he noticed 
a group of manta rays 
in the shallows off the 
Cape. He began talking to 
nearby children about the 
harmless sea creatures 
and soon had amassed 
quite an audience.

“What we do is fun 
for the kids,” said Burke. 
“When they leave the 
beach later, seeing that 
manta ray could be their 
favorite memory.”

In addition to spending 
their own childhoods 
on the beaches and in 
the water, Burke and 
Cothran have an interest 
in marketing, with Burke 
currently pursuing a 
degree at Troy University. 

Burke said the job, in 
addition to being fun, will 
look great on his resume.

Outside of their 
ordinance-related 
responsibilities the 
ambassadors take photos 
of sandcastles, wildlife and 
people enjoying the area. 
These pictures are later 
uploaded to the TDC’s 
various social media 
outlets to help further 
promote the brand.

“This is a major 
marketing job,” said 
Burke. “One day I want 
to sell things that I truly 
believe in, and there’s 
nothing you can back 
up more than your 
hometown.”

While the ambassador 
program is set to run from 
Memorial Day through the 
end of September, Jenkins’ 
long term goal is to see 
the positions become 
year round employment 
opportunities.

“We just try to be the 
friendliest people on 
the beach,” said Burke. 
“Besides, not many 
people can say they have 
a job where shoes are not 
required.”
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INVITATION TO BID
PROJECT: WILLIAM J. RISH RECREATIONAL PARK – BAYSIDE IMPROVEMENTS
LOCATION: CAPE SAN BLAS, FLORIDA

PSBI, Lic. #CGC1516731, the Construction Manager, invites your firm to submit a sealed bid for the
above referenced project in accordance with the plans, specifications, bid packages and other applicable
documents.

BID PACKAGES

• BP# 2 – Existing Site Utilities & Boardwalk Demolition

BID DOCUMENTS: Bid Documents will be available from the Construction Manager on June 16, 2014.
Please call Jane Scott at the Construction Manager's office at (850) 576-7189 or e-mail
janescott@psbionline.com

BID SECURITY & BOND REQUIREMENTS: Bid Bond and Performance Bond required for all packages
over $100,000.00

BID OPENING: Sealed bids shall be received & publicly read aloud on the following date and location:

Date: July 10, 2014 (Thursday)
Time: 2:00 P.M.
Location: PSBI

1979 Maryland Circle
Tallahassee, Florida 32303

SUBCONTRACTOR WORKSHOP: One (1) non-mandatory subcontractor workshop will be held on the
date, time and location indicated below. Representation by all subcontractors desiring to bid the project is
highly encouraged.

Date: June 25, 2014 (Wednesday)
Time: 2:00 P.M. .
Location: William J. Rish Recreational Park

Cape San Blas, Florida

PSBI reserves the right to waive any irregularities and to reject any and all bids in the best interest the owner, owner’s
representative and PSBI.45
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angels from page A1

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

Anecdotal evidence about tour-
ism in May was more than sup-
ported by the numbers.

Bed tax revenue for the month 
jumped 33 percent over May 2013 
and represented the fourth month 
in the calendar year during which 
tourism revenue increased by 
percentages in the double digits 
compared to the prior year.

For the fiscal year, bed tax rev-
enue is up 12 percent and Tourist 
Development Council executive 
director Jennifer Jenkins said, 
while acknowledging the hefty 
lifting ahead, she is not taking her 
eye off a 20 percent increase by 
the end of the fiscal year.

“In my mind we are shooting 
to make that 20 percent,” Jenkins 
said.

The May numbers were gaud-
ier when considering that many 
school systems in areas from 
which Gulf County draws tourists, 
particularly the Southeast and 

lower Midwest, were late finishing 
for the year due to weather days.

Jenkins identified several key 
factors in May’s impressive show-
ing, all the more impressive given 
that a busy June ended with the 

opening of scallop season last 
week and is followed by what is 
typically the busiest month of the 
tourist season, July.

 “We had a really good spring 
promotion,” Jenkins said of the 

#GCFLnofilter promotion that 
included collaboration across sev-
eral platforms and a partnership 
with Outdoor Nation, a non-profit 
seeking to connect so-called Mil-
lenials to the outdoors.

“We also had some good mar-
keting,” Jenkins said of an effort 
to bring writers from a host of 
publications, print and online, to 
Gulf County, an effort that has 
already produced positive ink in 
several significant markets.

Jenkins has also made signifi-
cant inroads during promotional 
trips to New York and Birming-
ham, for example.

“It is about building relation-
ships,” Jenkins said.

The bed tax numbers are just 
the iceberg represented by a tip 
that consists of increased traffic at 
the TDC Welcome Center in Port 
St. Joe, to the TDC website and its 
Facebook page – the goal of 10,000 
“likes” was eclipsed more than a 
month ago.

Though Jenkins missed her 
goal for the shoulder season – 
Jenkins and her team targeted an 

increase of 20 percent during non-
traditional months of fall and ear-
ly spring but ended with growth of 
12.5 percent – the winter season 
mitigated some disappointment.

“Our winter was very good, we 
were up about 21 percent,” Jen-
kins said. 

This is the first season that 
Jenkins has been able to fully im-
plement the marketing and pro-
motional plans – receptions for 
winter guests, bringing writers in 
to enjoy and trumpet Gulf County, 
seasonal promotions, a change in 
special event funding, among oth-
er items – she envisioned when 
arriving just more than two years 
ago.

She said much of what is in 
place remains a “process” which 
she and her team will assess as 
the fiscal year progresses with an 
eye toward honing the message in 
the coming year.

Though, May and June are 
reflective that the message is get-
ting through.

“June was also a good month,” 
Jenkins said.

Bed tax revenue leaps in May

Courtesy of Holly Atkins

Bed taxes were up 33 percent in May and have increased 12 
percent for the year.

Wes loCHer | The Star

The ambassadors spend time on all the Gulf County 
beaches building the brand through education.

While out and about, the ambassadors clean up 
trash and provide helpful advice to visitors and 
locals. Ambassadors record data, including where 
visitors are from and how they’re staying, which can 
be analyzed at the end of the season.
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a strong desire in the com-
munity for improved access 
to the beaches and waters 
off the WindMark Beach 
development.

The dollars for the Indian 
Pass Boat Ramp are for re-
pair and to enhance the ex-
isting ramp and to replace 
existing access and termi-
nation piers at Indian Pass.

Improvements to Bea-
con Hill Veterans’ Memo-
rial Park would include the 
construction of pavilions, 
restrooms, a nature trail, 
parking area and a small 
amphitheater.

The Highland View boat 
ramp, considered one of the 
more challenging ramps to 
launch from due to currents, 
will see the replacement of 
existing access and termina-
tion piers as well as repairs 
to enhance the existing.

The project will also in-
clude improved parking.

For the city of Port St. 
Joe, the dollars for improve-
ment to Frank Pate Park 
could not arrive at a better 
time.

The city has been look-
ing at options for funding 
improvements to what is 
possibly the most used boat 
ramp in the county, recently 
instituting a fee for usage.

“These grants are really 
good for economic develop-
ment and for tourism,” said 
Jennifer Jenkins, executive 
director of the Gulf County 
Tourist Development Coun-
cil last year.

“Obviously, the improve-
ments are big for us as 30 
percent of our visitors come 
here to access the water. 
Ramps and parks, that’s 
what people want. These 

grants aligned with our re-
search perfectly.”

In Mexico Beach, $1.6 
million was appropriated to 
widen the Canal Park Boat 
Ramp and complete several 
improvements to the Mexi-
co Beach Marina, including 
the replacement of 18 finger 
piers, the existing retain-
ing wall and the boardwalk 
dock.

A proposed $5.37 million 
“oyster clutch” placement 
project would place mate-
rial to support oyster colo-
nization in St. Andrew Bay, 
Apalachicola Bay and Pen-
sacola Bay. 

A $2.69 million seagrass 
recovery project would re-
store habitats primarily in 
Gulf County’s St. Joseph Bay 
Aquatic Preserve, but also 
in Alligator Harbor Aquatic 
Preserve in Franklin County 

and Bay County’s St. An-
drews Aquatic Preserve.

The project would begin 
with a survey and mapping 
of seagrass scarring in the 
aquatic preserves. Next 
would be placement of sedi-
ment tubes across two acres 
of seagrass propeller scars 
and finally the placement 
of bird stakes in the project 
area to facilitate restoration.

Area signage, buoys 
where necessary, boater 
outreach and education and 
brochures about best prac-
tices for protecting seagrass 
habitats will also be part of 
the project.

The issue of seagrass 
health has been a hot topic 
in recent weeks among lo-
cal officials and residents 
concerned about the future 
health of St. Joseph Bay.

The most costly regional 
project is an $11.46 million 

artificial reef creation and 
restoration project span-
ning from Bay County west 
to Escambia County.

Officials with the environ-
mental group Ocean Con-
servancy, however, say the 
phase III plan as a whole 
failed to address critical 
environmental concerns 
brought on by the oil spill.

“The massive die-off 
of birds and continuous 
beaching of high numbers 
of sick and dead dolphins 
will not be addressed with 
the construction of board-
walks and beachfront 
development for public 
use,” said Kara Lankford, 
interim director of Ocean 
Conservancy’s Gulf Res-
toration Program. “This 
represents a lost oppor-
tunity to also restore our 
precious natural resources 
consistent with the intent of 

NRDA.”
Yeager has said NRDA 

is just one of several funding 
streams to come from the oil 
spill, noting that at the recent 
Florida Association of Coun-
ties annual meeting federal 
officials indicated that rules 
for disbursements under the 
RESTORE Act are nearly in 
place and should be out by 
end of summer.

The RESTORE Act, leg-
islation that appropriates 80 
percent of BP’s Clean Wa-
ter Act fines to the affected 
states, and the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation Gulf 
Environment Benefit Fund, 
which was established with 
$2.5 billion in settlement 
funds.

“This (the NRDA proj-
ects) is a good start,” Yeager 
said when the projects were 
announced last year.

Halifax Media Group 

Go Big or Go Home will play another 60-
minute set to round out the celebration. 

WeWahitchka
The City of Wewahitchka will kick 

off its celebration at 10 a.m. CT with a 
festival at Lake Alice Park to feature arts, 
crafts, food and local vendors. At dark, 
the annual fireworks display will light up 

the sky and will immediately be followed 
by a street dance, also to be held at Lake 
Alice Park.

Mexico Beach
On Thursday, July 4, Mexico Beach 

will host the annual Best Blast on the 
Beach celebration. 

America’s birthday party begins bright 

and early at 7 a.m. CT with the Sandy 
Shoes 5K Fun Run at Under the Palms 
Park on 7th Street.  

Pre-registration is available at the 
Mexico Beach Welcome Center or on race 
day from 6 a.m. - 6:45 a.m. 

After the race, a kid’s fishing 
tournament will be held at Canal Park. 
Children ages 2-14 are invited to bring 

their poles and try to reel in a big one. 
The tournament runs from 9:30 a.m. until 
11 a.m. CT. There is no entry fee. 

Hot dogs, chips and drinks will be 
provided to the young anglers and their 
families.

At 8:30 p.m. CT the annual fireworks 
show will light up Mexico Beach for 
residents and guests alike. 
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The Journey Back Home
With

Weems Memorial Rehab Care

When you or a loved one need a little more
time to get back on your feet,

Weems Memorial Rehab Care is here…

Right in your own neighborhood!

Give us a call today and let us help you make
that journey back home.

Weems Memorial Rehab Care
135 Avenue G, Apalachicola, FL 32320

(850) 653-8853

11
31
12
1

NO HIDDEN CHARGES: It is our policy that the patient and any other person responsible for payments has the right to refuse to pay,
cancel payment or be reimbursed by payment or any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and
within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

1600 Jenks Ave. • Panama City, FL
(850) 763-6666 • 1-800-227-5704

www.mulliseye.com

FOR NEW PATIENTS
59 AND OLDER

This certificate is good for a complete
Medical Eye Exam with

Todd Robinson, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician and Surgeon.

The exam includes a prescription for eye glasses and tests
for Glaucoma, Cataracts and other eye diseases.

FORYOUR APPOINTMENT CALL:
850-763-6666

ELIGIBILITY: U.S. Citizens living in the Florida Panhandle,
59 years and older, not presently under our care.

Coupon Expires: 4-30-13

FREE
EYE EXAM

CODE: AP00



Smart LensesSM

Can produce clear vision without glasses,
at all distances

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE

"WEWELCOME NEW PATIENTS,
CALLTODAY FORYOUR

PRIORITYAPPOINTMENT"

Darren Payne, M.D.
Board Certified
Eye Physician

and Cataract Surgeon

Todd Robinson, M.D.
Board Certified
Eye Physician

and Cataract Surgeon
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Coupon Expires: 7-15-14 CODE: SJ00

Working Together...
To Build The Future

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Gulf County Republican Party
Member Communications Committee

Gulfcountyrepublicans@gmail.com

IT'S INDEPENDENCE DAY!
TODAY WE COMMEMORATE THE ACTIONS OF

OUR NATION'S FOUNDERS

JULY 4TH 1776
AMONG YOUR MANY ACTIVITIES TODAY PLEASE TAKE A

MOMENT AND REVIEW OUR

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
“WHEN IT THE COURSE OF HUMAN EVENTS,…. WE HOLD
THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF EVIDENT,…. AND FOR THE

SUPPORT OF THIS DECLARATION,…WE MUTUALLY PLEDGE
TO EACH OTHER OUR LIVES, OUR FORTUNES AND

OUR SACRED HONOR.”

THIS WAS DAY ONE OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NOW 238 YEARS LATER REMEMBER THE 56 COURAGEOUS

SIGNERS AND THE NEW AMERICAN CITIZENS WHO
GAVE THIS NATION ITS BEGINNING AND ALL OF US THE

OPPORTUNITY OF AMERICANS !

Wemeet every third Monday atThe PORT INN‚
in Port St. Joe upstairs in the Conference Room. 6:00,
6:30 PM Social, 6:30 PMMeeting called to order.
Please join us at our next one on July 21 2014
Visit our website www.gulfcorepublicans.com
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funding from page A1

The filing details that the State Attor-
ney’s Office did not believe the crime pre-
meditated, resulting in the second-degree 
murder charge.

Slick faces up to 30 years in prison.
Before moving to Gulf County, Coffey 

was a former psychology professor at Kan-
sas State University in Manhattan, KS.

According to reports from the Manhat-
tan Mercury newspaper, Slick had a “com-
plex” relationship with the criminal justice 
system as both a suspect and victim. 

He was allegedly connected to several 
crimes in Manhattan, where he attended 
high school.

In addition, Coffey’s second marriage 
– her first was to Slick’s father – ended 
after eight months following an incident 

involving Coffey, her husband and Slick 
which resulted in aggravated battery 
and domestic battery charges being filed 
against her husband.

In the Gulf County case, investigators 
responding to a 9-1-1 call from Slick found 
Coffey unconscious and unresponsive in 
her home at 7525 Cape San Blas Road.

Slick told dispatchers in the emergency 
call that his mother had been “assaulted”, 
according to Gulf County Sheriff Mike 
Harrison.

Coffey was ruled dead at the scene.
Slick, after questioning by investigators 

was quickly developed as a suspect.
Slick, a suspect in arsons of the Mason-

ic Lodge in Port St. Joe in 2012, was out on 
bond secured by Coffey.

A home security system indicated Slick 
and Coffey were the lone occupants of the 
Cape San Blas home at the time of the in-
cident, investigators learned.

The system also revealed no indica-
tion of a breach of the house or any other 
person in or around the house during the 
timeframe of the incident.

Slick told investigators he and his moth-
er left the residence earlier in the day and 
made several stops in Callaway before 
returning home, which were confirmed 
through receipts and in-store video. 

Upon returning home, Slick told in-
vestigators, he went into the backyard to 
tend the family dog, remaining there for 30 
minutes before going inside.

He said he found his mother with “her 

throat slit and her head bashed in, but I 
didn’t know she was going to die,” accord-
ing to the arresting affidavit.

The home security system, however, 
showed Slick going inside the residence 
upon returning home and Coffey follow-
ing roughly one minute later, according to 
investigators.

Slick sent a text message to his brother 
about bringing home a grocery item a few 
minutes later and was seen leaving the 
residence, phone in hand appearing to be 
in conversation, roughly three minutes 
prior to the 9-1-1 call.

The system showed no other individual 
present.

Investigators found what appeared to 
be blood spatters on Slick’s shoes.

murder from page A1

fourth from page A1



As many of my 
loyal readers know, my 
godmother’s name is 
Phyllis. Readers also know 
that Phyllis and I met by 
mistake back in 
December 2010. I 
was roaming around 
my hometown in 
Alabama when my 
cellphone rang with 
a call from “Gary, 
Ind.”

It was Phyllis…
She had dialed 

the wrong number 
and got me … her 
future godson.

We have been through 
a lot during the past 42 
months, talking almost 
every day.

On the other end in of 
the line is a woman I’ve 
never seen, but come to 
love, appreciate and need. 
She is entertaining and 
enlightening. Though I’ve 
never seen her, I know what 
she looks like – because 
she has told me at least a 
hundred times.

In Phyllis’ words, 
“I’m Black with a little 
Chickahominy Indian in me, 
but I look Puerto Rican.” 
After the first ten times or 
so she said it, I learned to 
follow up with the next line, 
“I bet your friends called you 
Curly.”

I know what she will 
do. She will laugh three 
times sounding a lot like a 
little girl who has just done 
something devilish. 

“Hahh Hahh Hahh 
— That is right!” 

We have covered 
politics, religion, food, NBA 
basketball and the Bible. 
Phyllis has never given the 
answer, “I don’t know.”

She has an opinion and 
she is always willing to 
share it with me. Honestly, 
that is something that I 
appreciate about her. 

If it is raining or snowing, 
she points out all of the good 
things about water or the 
lives that the snow is saving 
(because folks can’t get 
out and drive around like 
fools).  She quotes the Bible 
backwards and forwards 
and does it with an attitude 
of “that’s just the way it is.”

I had never been a fan 
of professional basketball 
until Phyllis came along. 
She spouts Chicago Bulls 
statistics like a sportscaster 
on ESPN. However, do not 
ask her about other teams 
because in Phyllis’ words, “I 
only care about the Bulls.”

After a year or so, I 
came to the conclusion 
that Phyllis had to be an 
angel or have some type 
of connection to God that I 
found very intriguing.

First it was in the prayers 
she said. Yes, Phyllis is going 
to pray and she is going to 
mean it and she is going to 
take as long as it takes. As 
I listened, I started writing 
things down. She would 
repeat things three times 
or seven times. I asked her 
about it and she didn’t even 

seem to know what I meant. 
However, when I asked 
her about the significance 
of the numbers, she gave 
me an explanation that 

would make most 
televangelists sound 
like elementary 
school children.

The biggest 
clincher in terms 
of understanding 
her relationship 
with God was the 
time she was in the 
middle of a long, 
beautiful, drawn out 
prayer… she had 

a call come in on the other 
line. Phyllis paused and 
said, “Lord, hang on just a 
minute; I’ve got to take this 
call.”

She came back and 
proceeded with her prayer 
right where she left off 
without missing a beat.

Really?
Phyllis can put God on 

hold?
Yes, at 93, I would say 

that she is doing a good 
job of putting “The King of 
Kings” on hold.

Over the past few 
months, she seems to be 
slowing down a little, but 
not losing her sharpness 
of mind. I worry, but there 
is not much I can do, other 
than continue to talk to her.

That is the beautiful 
thing about Phyllis — she 
listens.

Her solution might be for 
me to “Get a brown piece 
of paper and a red pen and 
write the following down on 
it (tells me what to write)… 
Then put it under your 
pillow. Then get another 
brown sheet of paper and 
write the same thing on 
it and put it on top of your 
pillow. Now get a glass of 
water and set it beside your 
bed.”  She continues with 
these instructions.

What do you think a 
fellow who has gone to 
college for more than 
seven years, taught college 
mathematics courses 
for more than 20 years 
and worked in aerospace 
industry for about 25 years 
does?

I do what Phyllis says.
In July, I will be telling 

folks about Phyllis. I’m 
excited to get the chance. 
I will be participating in 
a storytelling show in 
Washington, DC and a stage 
production in Williamsburg, 
Virginia.

What is the message?
I think it’s pretty simple 

– answer the phone. You 
never know when it might 
be someone who is willing to 
talk, listen and share their 
wisdom.

Someone like a 93-year-
old angel who is “Black with 
a little Chickahominy Indian 
and looks Puerto Rican”…. 
Her friends call her “Curly,” 

I call her my godmother 
Phyllis.

Read more stories at 
www.CranksMyTractor.com. 

One Fourth of July me and  
Yogi and some others went out to 
the old clay pits and swam all day. 
We were juniors in high school. 
And by our own admission 
(if no one else’s), we 
were pretty near grown, 
independent as all get out 
and as “cool” as James 
Dean on steroids. We found 
some cardboard and slid 
down the slick banks and 
exploded into the cold 
water like seals slipping  
off an iceberg. We raced 
each other the complete length  
of the deepest pit. We rested  
on the high bank and talked  
about girls, baseball, life beyond 
our little village……and girls. 

We completely skipped the 
Independence Day celebration 
down on the town square. We were 
too old for that. Besides, we’d been 
to every one of those things since 
birth. I kid you not! Parents would 
wrap three month old babies in 
red, white and blue blankets and 
tote them around like patriotic 
symbols. We’d seen those  
flags waving from every light 
pole in town. We had eaten the 
barbeque and the corn on the 
cob. We were way too “hip” to 
bob for apples. Sack races were 
for little kids. And we certainly 
had no desire to hear the high 
school band’s attempt at “The Star 
Spangled Banner.” 

I did have one tinge of regret. It 
was my Father’s favorite holiday. 
Oh, he’d eat big at Thanksgiving. 
And he’d bring home walnuts and 
oranges for Christmas and stand 
around while we unwrapped our 
knife or Red Ryder gloves. But it 
always seemed more of a day for 
us than for him.

He’d wake us even earlier than 
usual on the Fourth, “We’ve got 
to get ready, boys. Soon as your 
Mother finishes cooking, we’ll 
load the car and swing by the 
ice plant and pick up a couple of 

cold watermelons.” None of us 
were so young as to not catch the 
excitement in his voice.

For a man who liked to eat, the 
food was just an added 
attraction on this day. He 
laughed over the games 
and the frivolity. He would 
talk hog prices and weather 
when prompted. But he 
sought out the World War 
II veterans. They were all 
approaching middle age by 
then. But they shook hands 
and patted each other on 

the back like they knew something 
that we didn’t. They gathered in 
groups and talked, and laughed, 
and grew strangely silent at times. 

Dad would round us up when 
the band marched into sight. We 
stood at attention, as a family, 
when the colors were presented. 
As Daddy straightened that broad 
back and his hand found his heart 
with the drummer’s first beat of 
the “National Anthem” any fool 
could see they had struck up his all 
time favorite song! 

I knew about Thomas Jefferson 
and John Adams back then. I 
could recite the opening lines 
from “The Midnight Ride of Paul 
Revere.” If pressed, I could give 
a few facts about Bunker Hill and 
Valley Forge. I was proud to be 
an American. But, unfortunately, 
I never read all the way to the 
bottom of the “Declaration of 
Independence.” You know,  
down where it ends with “we 
mutually pledge to each other our 
Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred 
Honor.” 

We talk a lot today about 
athletes and the commitment they 
make. We place many on pedestals 
and applaud their every effort. 
We go to stadiums or tune in on 
Saturday afternoons to cheer for 
them. We plan parties and social 
events around game time. I’m not 
against any of that. As a matter of 
fact, I have led the cheers for my 

favorite players and teams. 
But isn’t something out of 

whack here? 
It occurs to me that no athlete 

in the history of the known world 
ever made a commitment to any 
team, group or nation as did the 
fifty-six signers of the “Declaration 
of Independence.” The briefest 
of review of any of the fifty-six 
will reveal they put their money, 
time, heart and life where their 
mouth was! It was way past bold 
talk because King George was 
way past vindictive! Our “war 
for independence” turns out the 
other way and each would have 
been swinging from the nearest 
yardarm, tree or goalpost.

As it was, many of the signers  
did sacrifice their fortunes, many 
put their lives in harms way by 
joining the Continental Army. 
NOBODY could touch their  
honor!

Maybe I’ve taken a few 
Independence Day celebrations 
lightly because I’ve never paid  
much of a price to be here. Our  
house has never been torched  
by an invading army. My feet  
have never bleed from marching 
in the snow. I’ve never shipped 
overseas to defend the Stars and 
Stripes. 

The Fourth of July is not  
about barbeque and firecrackers! 

It’s amazing how smart your 
father becomes as the years  
move on. He never said a  
word about me finding  
something more important than 
celebrating the birth of this nation 
on that long ago Independence 
Day. He told me it was my  
choice. And shucks, I’d been  
there sixteen years in a row.  
But it is the one that keeps  
coming back to me over and 
over. I’d give a hundred thousand 
million dollars if I could get that 
day back.

Respectfully,
Kes

Taking Phyllis 
on the road

Hunker 
down

Kesley Colbert
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Swimming…….While 
Brave Men Fought!

Thank You, Mr. Rogers ...
Dear Editor,
I’m embarrassed to admit 

this, but this letter is way past 
due. Writing a letter of praise 
often takes a back seat to the far 
easier task of writing something 
in protest or to complain. After 
all, we humans love to gripe about 
this thing or another. And why 
wouldn’t we, especially when 
there are certain members of the 
Gulf County BOCC that provide 
such a content rich environment. 
It is priceless. 

Today, however, I would like to 
step away from focusing on the 
shenanigans of the BOCC and 
take a moment to showcase an 
experience I had with another 
public servant, Raymond Rogers. 
Raymond works for the City 
of Port St. Joe and he left a 
measurable impression on me and 
my wife during a time of need. Let 
me explain.

It was mid-December 2012 
and we blew back into town for 
a quick weekend. My wife and I 
were one of Port St. Joe’s newest 
taxpayers. We recently had bought 
a little cottage in town that we 
aptly named The Blown Inn. We 
couldn’t have been prouder.

With the bride and daughter 
in tow, we discovered we had 
no water in the house. The 
pipes were bone dry. Then I 
remembered the water main 
project. The city was upgrading 
the water lines out by the street. 
Sure enough, the meter box had 
been disturbed. I checked to see if 
they forgot to turn the water back 
on, but the valve was clearly open. 
I called the city and within  
30 minutes, I had a knock at the 

door and met Raymond Rogers.
Raymond wasted not a second 

and spent a considerable amount 
of time digging deep around the 
meter to investigate the problem. 
He discovered and reported 
that the water line between the 
meter and the house was severely 
clogged with dirt and debris. We 
looked at each other in confusion. 
That made absolutely no sense, at 
the time.

Raymond cleared the clog and 
minutes later reported that the 
water should be back on. It wasn’t.

Mr. Rogers continued his 
investigation and discovered the 
end of the water pipe terminated 
at a point near the house and 
was running free underground. 
The waterline was no longer 
connected to the house!

Years before the previous 
owner had replaced the old 
nasty galvanized water line with 
PVC pipe, a smart move. That 
meant only one thing. During the 
installation of the new water line, 
someone disconnected the good 
PVC pipe from my meter box and 
intentionally reconnected it to 
the nasty galvanized pipe from 
decades past. That would explain 
the clogged pipe. Thank goodness 
for the clog, otherwise I would 
have had a huge mess under my 
house.

It was getting late on that 
Friday afternoon. I looked at 
Raymond and said, “Mr. Rogers. I 
have two women with me here. I 
got to have water.” 

Raymond didn’t bat an eye 
or complain. He said something 
to the effect of, “Yes, sir. I 
understand. I’ll get your water 

back on. This wasn’t your fault.”
Because of the lateness of the 

day, Raymond’s only real option 
was to tie the house back into the 
galvanized pipe. It was a stopgap 
measure that would have to do 
until such time that I could call 
and report the fiasco to City Hall. 
It wasn’t the perfect solution, 
but it was the best he could offer. 
Water was running again in the 
house.

I guess in a way this letter 
sounds as if I’m complaining. The 
level of ineptness that unfolded 
during the installation of my new, 
fresh-water line is nothing short 
of amazing. How could anyone be 
so dumb? All I could think was, of 
all the good people out of work, 
and these knuckleheads still have 
a job. 

Anyway, as frustrating as it 
was, it was all made tolerable 
by the hard work and dedication 
of Raymond Rogers. He was 
determined to make it all right. 

In the end, Raymond did an 
exceptional job of getting us 
through that weekend. More 
importantly, he cared. And he 
treated us like we were more than 
just a couple of out-of-state blow-
ins. He made us feel as though we 
belonged.

I stood in the front yard and 
shook his hand and thanked him. 
And as I watched him walk away 
towards his truck, covered in mud 
from head to toe, I thought; now 
there is a real ambassador of the 
community. 

Thank you again, Raymond 
Rogers.

Kirk Jockell
Port St. Joe



Privileged to provide health care
Dear Editor,
The North Florida/South 

Georgia Veterans Health System 
(NF/SGVHS) is honored and 
privileged to provide care to those 
who have earned and deserve the 
best health care possible. As one 
of the busiest VA facilities in the 
country with two hospitals (Malcom 
Randall Veterans Affairs) Medical 
Center in Gainesville and Lake City 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center) 
and 11 outpatient clinics we provided 
health care to more than 125,000 
veterans last year, which translated 
into 1.4 million outpatient visits, 
575,000 specialty consultations, 
185,000 radiology studies, 10,000 GI 
procedures, 8,000 surgeries and 2,000 
cardiac catheterization laboratory 
procedures. Our work is expected 
to increase even further this year: 
since Oct. 1, 2013, NF/SGVHS 

has cared for 14,672 new veteran 
patients. 

Our employees — more than 
5,300 strong — (33 percent of whom 
are veterans) come to work every 
single day to provide the very best 
care our veterans deserve. As I walk 
the halls of our hospitals and clinics, 
I see firsthand the care, compassion 
and dedication our staff show to 
those we are entrusted to serve. 
Building and maintaining the trust of 
our patients must be accomplished 
one veteran at a time. 

As our veteran population 
has grown, our organization has 
continually worked on making 
improvements to providing access 
to care within our healthcare 
system. We have established 
new clinic locations, expanded 
diagnostic and treatment options, 
extended our hours of operation, 

reviewed those waiting for care and 
examined alternatives to providing 
care both within and outside of the 
VA. We have made improvements 
in our ability to make available 
additional access appointments 
for our veterans. Our efforts are 
complicated by limited capacity in 
the community to provide additional 
care, continuity of care, no show 
rates for clinic appointments, 
our clinic cancellations, space 
constraints and scarcity of critical 
specialty physicians and primary 
care physicians. Even with these 
challenges, I want to assure you that 
we will continue to strive to meet the 
needs of each and every veteran we 
serve.

Thomas Wisnieski,  
MPA, FACHE

director, North Florida/South 
Georgia Veterans Health System
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Black bear hunt 
is no solution

By Kate MacFall

In response to several 
recent conflicts between 
bears and humans in 
Central Florida, some 
legislators have suggested 
that the Sunshine State 
needs to implement a trophy 
hunt on the unique and 
rare Florida black bear – a 
subspecies of the American 
black bear. 

The state recently filed 
charges against four people 
for allegedly feeding bears 
in the neighborhood where 
the attacks occurred. It’s 
illegal — and dangerous 
— to feed bears.

Allowing trophy hunters 
to shoot random bears 
deep in the woods won’t 
do anything to reduce 
suburban conflicts– and 
hunting is certainly not 
appropriate in residential 
neighborhoods. Since 
neither the problem bears, 
nor the issues that led to 
their habituation to human 
food are being targeted, 
a trophy hunt would do 
nothing to prevent conflicts. 

Floridians know that 
these animals naturally 
avoid humans. As suburban 
neighborhoods push into 

their territory, some bears 
are drawn to a smorgasbord 
of easy meals in unsecured 
garbage cans, pet food and 
other food attractants that 
have been left outside.

Certainly, wildlife 
professionals must 
remove individual problem 
animals when they become 
conditioned to human food 
and become a public safety 
risk. That’s a targeted and 
selective approach. 

Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commissioner Ron 
Bergeron, an outdoorsman, 
told the South Florida 
Sun-Sentinel: “I don’t 
feel the problem that we 
have here is due to (bear) 
overpopulation. I would hate 
to see a reaction to these 
incidents that I feel has a 
lot to do with garbage and 
bears coming to get an easy 
meal than we knee-jerk into 
overpopulation and possibly 
hunting.”

The majority of 
Floridians agree. A 2010 
Mason-Dixon poll confirmed 
that voters remain 
strongly opposed — by a 
three-to-one margin — to 
trophy hunting the state’s 
recovering black bears. 

We stopped allowing 
bear hunting in parts of 
the state in 1971, when 
the Florida black bear 
was listed as a threatened 
species and fewer than 
300 remained in the state. 
Thanks to the threatened 
species protections and a 
1994 statewide ban on bear 
hunting, the population is 
finally recovering. 

In 2012, state officials 
removed the Florida black 
bear from the threatened 
species list, but the state’s 
bear population remains 
vulnerable because they 
are concentrated in isolated 
pockets in different parts 
of the state. A Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission study “Wildlife 
2060” predicts that 2.3 
million acres of bear habitat 
will be destroyed in the 
coming decades. 

We know what tools work 
to reduce conflicts between 
bears and people — 
enforcing laws that prohibit 
feeding, using secure 
garbage bins and employing 
aversive conditioning to 
stop them from learning 
that neighborhoods mean 
an easy meal. FWC bear 
biologist David Telesco 

told The Apalachicola 
Times that bear-proof trash 
containers reduce foraging 
by 95 percent and most 
bear-proof container failures 
he has investigated were 
caused by user error.

When fully implemented, 
such proactive measures 
clearly work to keep bears 
in the wilderness. A hunt, 
on the other hand, would 
be nothing more than a 
recreational opportunity 
for a few trophy hunters to 
bring home a head or hide. 
In a state where we are 
fortunate to have recently 
brought the majestic black 
bear back from the brink 
of extinction, we need 
sound, effective solutions 
from our policymakers, 
not scientifically baseless, 
quick-trigger proposals. 

Contact the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission at 
Commissioners@MyFWC.
com and ask the agency to 
keep Florida’s treasured 
bears protected from trophy 
hunting. 

Kate MacFall is Florida 
State Director for The 
Humane Society of the 
United States. 

KaTE MacFaLL

Make sure your family 
has a disaster plan

June 1 marked the 
beginning of hurricane 
season. Meanwhile, across 
much of the Western 
U.S., major droughts 
have greatly increased 
the danger for summer 
wildfires. And don’t forget 
last winter’s record-
breaking winter storms 
— or the ongoing potential 
for earthquakes, tornados, 
floods and other 
natural disasters. 

Such 
catastrophic 
events are 
inevitable, largely 
unpreventable and 
often strike without 
warning. Even 
though we can’t 
always predict 
natural disasters, we can 
anticipate their likely 
aftermaths, including 
property loss, power or 
water service disruption 
and scarcity of food and 
supplies.

Sit down with your 
family and develop a 
disaster plan. By planning 
ahead and knowing what 
you might need under dire 
circumstances, you can 
save yourselves a lot of 
time, money and grief.

FEMA, the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (www.fema.gov), 
offers great suggestions 
for developing a family 
emergency plan, building 
an emergency supply 
kit, and learning what 
to do before, during 
and after emergencies 
(everything from home 
fires to terrorist attacks). 
They even provide an 
emergency plan for family 
pets. 

Here are some 
emergency-planning 
ideas you might not have 
considered: 
 Pick meeting spots 

both in and outside your 
neighborhood where your 
family can gather after an 
emergency.
 Choose one person 

(possibly out-of-town) 
everyone can contact for 
updates.
 Make sure your kids 

know how to escape the 
house in case of fire.
 Identify and stock 

essential items you’ll need 
to survive for at least 
three days in case help is 
unavailable. Include ample 
water (at least a gallon 
per person, per day), 
nonperishable food and 
medications. Don’t forget 
water, food and supplies 
for pets.
 Stock an emergency 

kit with batteries, 
flashlight, a battery-
powered or hand-cranked 
radio, water-purification 
tablets, clothes, blankets, 
can opener, tools, toilet 
paper, moist towelettes, 
garbage bags, solar 
cellphone charger, etc.

 If a family member 
receives life-sustaining 
treatments (e.g., dialysis), 
identify alternate 
treatment locations in 
case yours becomes 
incapacitated.
 Take a picture of 

yourself with your pets in 
case you should become 
separated.
 Safely store 

emergency cash in 
case ATMs aren’t 
working.

Should disaster 
strike, you will 
need access to 
financial and legal 
records. Take 
these steps now 
to ensure easier 
access when the 

time comes: 
 Create a log of 

all account numbers, 
emergency numbers, 
contact information 
and passwords for your 
bank and credit card 
accounts, loans, insurance 
policies, utilities and other 
important accounts. 
 Update it regularly 

and save hardcopies in 
secure, offsite locations 
such as a safety deposit 
box or with a trusted friend 
living in another area.
 You also can email 

the list to yourself in an 
encrypted, password-
protected file, save it on a 
CD or USB drive, or use 
a cloud-based storage 
service that will let you 
access it from any Internet 
connection. 
 Make PDF copies 

of tax returns, insurance 
policies and legal 
documents and save 
offsite, as above, in case 
your files or computer 
are damaged. Also make 
digital copies of invaluable 
family photos, documents 
and memorabilia that 
money can’t replace.

If you ever need to file 
an insurance claim or 
claim a tax deduction for 
lost, stolen or damaged 
property, it will be much 
easier if you have an 
inventory of everything 
you own — photos or 
videos are even better. Try 
the Insurance Information 
Institute’s free, secure 
home inventory software 
application (www.iii.org).

Also, investigate what 
is and isn’t covered by 
your insurance policies 
for natural disasters. 
You might need 
additional coverage for 
damage associated with 
hurricanes, tornados, 
earthquakes and other 
weather conditions.

Bottom line: Having a 
family emergency plan in 
place could lessen the blow 
should disaster strike.

Jason Alderman 
directs Visa’s financial 
education programs.

JaSOn  
aLDERMan

Stocks, bonds, Kevin Costner and Charlie Rich
“Can’t take it with you when 

you’re gone ...
But I want enough to get there 

on.”
“Rolling With the Flow” Written 

by Jerry Hayes and
Recorded by Charlie Rich

Today’s markets are, as Kevin 
Costner said in the 1991 film JFK, 
“through the looking glass.” What do 
we mean? Well, bonds (fixed income) 
have traditionally been considered a 
less risky investment than equities 
(stocks). But, currently, this is not 
necessarily true. It’s an upside down 
investing world. Alice, it’s your move 
in the Wonderland of Capital Markets.

Historically, bonds are popular 
for many reasons. Bondholders are 
high on the “default ladder” and 
are paid before stockholders should 
a default occur. Secondly, when a 
bond matures, you get your original 
investment back, in addition to the 
yield you’ve been paid throughout the 
life of the bond. Bonds have also been 
known traditionally for their stability: 
in good times and bad, bondholders of 
credit worthy institutions are paid on 
time and their money is considered 
reasonably safe. Payments were 
made to owners of U.S. treasuries 
even while the Civil War raged. 
Municipal bonds remain one of the 

few ways that high 
wage earners can 
catch a tax break, 
since interest earned 
from “muni” bonds 
is not subject to 
federal tax. In years 
past, some investors 
even went so far as 
to create all-bond 
portfolios. 

Currently, 
though, most investors are leaning 
to equities. Why? While equities 
certainly are more expensive than 
they were even 18 months ago, many 
dividend-paying stocks are paying 
more than bonds when considered 
on an apples-to-apples basis, a 
comparison known as the “equity 
risk premium.” And some equities, 
like utilities (referred to as “widow 
and orphan” stocks) for instance, 
represent investments whose 
dividends are seen as sound as the 
yields offered by some types of bonds. 
Another bond concern is that the face 
value of longer-dated debt will likely 
decline when the Federal Reserve 
raises interest rates, perhaps as early 
as next year.

Naturally, an investor’s financial 
objectives and risk tolerance should 
always be considered. Certain bond 
purchases may indeed successfully 

fill a fixed income need in a portfolio, 
even in an economy in recovery 
amidst a rising interest rate 
environment. Convertible bonds, 
high yield bonds, senior loans and 
bank loans are a few to consider. But 
the traditional 60 percent equities/40 
percent bonds investment ratio that 
so many investors have utilized for 
years wasn’t designed for this type 
of environment. Even “Bond King” 
Bill Gross of PIMCO declared an end 
to the 30-year bond bull market last 
year. 

Equities no longer are cheap, but 
they aren’t extremely overvalued 
when compared to what bonds are 
offering these days. There always are 
underappreciated companies whose 
prices haven’t risen with the rest of 
the market. 

Margaret R. McDowell, ChFC, 
AIF, a syndicated economic 
columnist, is the founder of Arbor 
Wealth Management, LLC, (850-608-
6121~www.arborwealth.net), a “Fee-
Only” and Fiduciary Registered 
Investment Advisory Firm near 
Destin. This column should not be 
considered personalized investment 
advice and provides no assurance 
that any specific strategy or 
investment will be suitable or 
profitable for an investor. 

MaRgaRET R. 
McDOwELL
arbor outlook



Special to The Star 

GoPetFriendly.com, 
the award-winning pet 
travel website, announced 
today the Top U.S. 
Cities for Dog Friendly 
Vacations, according to 
its annual reader survey. 
For dog lovers, nothing 
is better than finding the 
perfect vacation spot 
— one that goes beyond 
just tolerating dogs, and 
instead welcomes them 
with open arms! According 
to GoPetFriendly.com 
users, Cape San Blas, 
Florida is one of the eight 
most dog friendly vacation 
destinations in the United 
States.

“Our mission is to make 
traveling and vacationing 
with pets easier and 
more enjoyable,” said 
Amy Burkert, founder of 
GoPetFriendly.com. “By 
highlighting destinations 
like Cape San Blas that 
have proven themselves 
to be dog friendly, we hope 
to connect people who love 
traveling with their pets to 
businesses and attractions 
that make the trip more 
fun.” 

Why Cape San  
BlaS WaS ChoSen

Cape San Blas is a 17-
mile long barrier peninsula, 
separating St. Joseph Bay 
from the Gulf of Mexico on 
the Panhandle of Florida. 
Known for it’s white beaches, 
gentle surf, and strikingly 
clear water, the Cape is a 
sanctuary for anyone looking 
to escape the hustle and 
bustle. Dog-friendly beaches 
stretch for miles, and kayak, 
canoe, paddleboard or bike 
rentals allow you to delve a 
little deeper. 

The paved Loggerhead 

Bike Trail runs the length 
of the Cape and is great for 
walking, jogging or biking. 
Or venture into the quaint 
town of Port St. Joe for a 
stroll along the BayWalk 
Trail with its stunning 
views of the bay. If you’re 
looking to get really deep, try 
chartering a boat for a day of 
fishing. 

For more tips and things 
to do, stop by the Gulf 
County Welcome Center; 
it’s pet friendly, too. There 
aren’t a lot of high-rise hotels 
marring the sunsets on Cape 
San Blas; dog friendly inns, 

cottages and vacation 
rentals are the way to go 
here. And the outdoorsy 
types can camp or RV at St. 
Joseph Peninsula State 
Park. 

GopeTFRIenDly.CoM
When it comes to plan-

ning a pet-friendly trip, 
GoPetFriendly.com has it 
all. From pet-friendly ho-
tels and campgrounds, to 
beaches and off-leash parks 
where your dog can run 
— even veterinarians, pet 
supply stores, restaurants, 
and wineries — you will 
get the scoop on more than 
60,000 pet friendly locations 
across North America! All 
the information pet parents 
need while traveling across 
the U.S. and Canada is 
here, including 20,000 con-
sistent, detailed pet poli-
cies from hotels and camp-
grounds, almost 200 dog 
friendly destination guides 
and a pet-focused Road 
Trip Planner. Along with the 
essential advice provided 
by true pet travel experts, 
GoPetFriendly.com makes 
preparing for trips and 
traveling with pets easy, 
convenient and fun. www.
gopetfriendly.com.

By Amanda Nalley
Special to The Star

I never will forget my 
first time scalloping. It 
was 2008 and there I was, 
face down in the water, sun 
warming up my back, sea-
grass tickling my feet and 
legs, searching for hidden 
treasure and trying not 
to look up, lest there be 
something larger than me 
swimming about. A boat 
loomed above us, dive flag 
displayed, warning others 
that folks were in the water. 
In the distance, the Stein-
hatchee coast sat, waiting 
for our return. That was 
the day I fell in love with 
the sport of scalloping. 

There is something 
calming about intensely 
looking through plot after 
plot of identical grass for a 
hidden shell. 

You might not believe it, 
but I even enjoy the clean-
ing part (something that 
makes me quite popular 
with the scalloping crowd). 

It is easy to see why the 
season is touted as a fam-
ily-friendly activity. Anyone 
who can snorkel can partic-
ipate, and if they don’t want 
to be in the water, relaxing 
in the boat is not bad either. 
Cleaning time is great for 
catching up on the latest 
gossip or fishing tale. And 
then, after all is said and 
done, you get to take your 
bounty home and make a 
delicious family meal.

The economic benefits of 
the season are huge: boat-
loads of people flock to the 
open region, often staying 
a few nights, renting boats, 
eating in local restaurants 
and purchasing tackle and 
gear while enjoying the op-
portunity to harvest a great 
food from numerous access 
points. The open region in-
cludes all Gulf state waters 
(from shore to 9 nautical 
miles) from the Pasco-Her-
nando County line to the 
west bank of the Mexico 
Beach Canal in Bay Coun-

ty. Although scallops can 
be found outside of these 
open areas, it is within this 
region that bay scallops 
are found in large enough 
numbers to be sustainably 
harvested. 

This year, Gov. Rick 
Scott asked the FWC to 
open the bay scallop sea-
son June 28 instead of July 
1. This way the season 
would open on a weekend 
and visitors and residents 
alike would be free to take 
full advantage of the begin-
ning of the season. 

Don’t feel rushed, how-
ever; although the begin-
ning of the season is excit-
ing, there are plenty of op-
portunities for success mid 
to late in the season. By 
then, scallops have gotten 
bigger and are sometimes 
easier to find.

Interested in partici-
pating? While a boat will 
provide you with the most 
access to scalloping areas, 
there are places you can 
walk to from shore. At the 
very minimum, you will 
need a mask or goggles, a 
recreational fishing license 
(unless you are exempt), 
something to hold your 
scallop catch in such as a 
mesh bag, and something 
to make sure you don’t go 
over your limit, which is 2 
gallons of whole scallops in 
the shell, or one pint meat 
per person.

Have a boat? The maxi-
mum vessel limit is 10 
gallons of whole scallops 
in the shell or ½ gallon of 
meat. The daily per-per-
son bag limit still applies 
but, for example, if you 
have more than five people 
aboard (each being able 
to take 2 gallons whole), 
you still cannot have more 

than 10 gallons total. Bag 
limits help ensure the scal-
lop population remains 
sustainable.

A divers-down flag is 
also required when scallop-
ing from a boat to ensure 
other boaters are aware 
that there are people in the 
water. Stay safe this season 
and remember to use your 
divers-down flag. To learn 
more about these require-
ments, visit MyFWC.com/
Boating and click on “Boat-
ing Regulations” and “Div-
ers-Down Flag.”

Once onshore, cleaning 
scallops is a cinch. Use an 
old spoon or knife (just be 
careful) to pry the shells 
slightly apart and then run 
the spoon along the inside 
of one of the shells, which 
will separate the meat from 
the shell. Once open, you 
will see the white scallop 
meat in the middle, sur-
rounded by the darker guts. 
Run the spoon around the 

edge of the guts and then 
pull it up and off, leaving 
only the scallop meat at-
tached to the shell. Finally, 
use the spoon to separate 
the meat from the shell. 
This is just one way to do 
it (another fan favorite in-
volves a shop-vac), so feel 
free to do some research 
before getting started. 

Bay scallops are great 
sautéed and tossed in with 

pasta, or eaten over a bed 
of lettuce. There are tons 
of recipes out there, and 
looking for them is almost 
as exciting as searching for 
the scallops. 

I hope you can get out 
on the water and experi-
ence this wonderful season 
yourself. If you do, don’t 
forget to send us your pho-
tos at Saltwater@MyFWC.
com. 

121 W. Highway 98 • Port St. Joe | 877-216-9600
Monday - Thursday 7AM - 6PM (EST) | Friday - Saturday 7AM - 7PM (EST)

Sunday 7AM - 2PM (EST) 4518438

Lets go!
Summer time is here!

Shop our huge selection of beach wares,
chairs, and toys.

New arrivals daily of kayaks,
Paddleboards, and fishing gear.

www.shopbwo.com

3 Th 1220pm 1.0 930pm 0.3
4 Fr 657am 1.0 857pm 0.4
5 Sa 618am 1.1 723pm 0.4
6 Su 618am 1.2 438pm 0.3
7 Mo 636am 1.4 449pm 0.1
8 Tu 706am 1.7 524pm -0.1
9 We 744am 1.9 605pm -0.3
10 Th 828am 2.0 650pm -0.4
11 Fr 917am 2.0 736pm -0.4
12 Sa 1008am 2.0 821pm -0.3

SponSor theWeeKLY ALMAnAC

CALL todAY! 653-8868

45
18
45
2

WEEKLY ALMANAC

St.JoSEph BAY

ApALAChiCoLA BAY, WESt pASS

tiDE tABLES MoNthLY AVERAGES
To find the tides of the following areas, subtract the indicated times
from these given for APALACHICOLA:

HIGH LOW
Cat point Minus 0:40 Minus 1:17
East pass Minus 0:27 Minus 0:27
To find the tides of the following areas, subtract the indicated times
from those given for CARRABELLE:

HIGH LOW
Bald point Minus 9:16 Minus 0:03

Date high Low % precip
thu, July 3 90° 80° 30 %
Fri, July 4 88° 80° 30 %
Sat, July 5 88° 79° 30 %
Sun, July 6 86° 78° 30 %
Mon, July 7 86° 78° 60 %
tues, July 8 86° 78° 10 %
Wed, July 9 87° 79° 10 %

3 Th 826am 1.4 754pm 1.0 129am 0.3 252pm 0.8
4 Fr 855am 1.4 910pm 1.0 159am 0.4 359pm 0.7
5 Sa 927am 1.4 1046pm 0.9 234am 0.6 511pm 0.5
6 Su 1002am 1.5 313am 0.8 620pm 0.3
7 Mo 1241am 1.0 1041am 1.5 400am 1.0 720pm 0.1
8 Tu 238am 1.0 1124am 1.6 506am 1.1 814pm 0.0
9 We 358am 1.1 1212pm 1.6 632am 1.2 903pm -0.2
10 Th 448am 1.2 103pm 1.6 749am 1.3 949pm -0.3
11 Fr 527am 1.3 158pm 1.6 853am 1.4 1033pm -0.4
12 Sa 559am 1.3 254pm 1.6 949am 1.3 1115pm -0.3

Email outdoors  
news to tcroft@ 

starfl.com
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Scalloping offers family-friendly fun

FIle phoToS | The Star

Cape San Blas 1 of 8 U.S. cities that take 
top dog in 2014 annual reader survey

SpeCIal To The STaR

GoPetFriendly.com includes Cape San Blas in its best 
cities for dog-friendly vacations.

pier/Surf

Inshore/Bay

offshore/Bottom

SponSored by

King fish still occupy the inshore wrecks. Gag 
grouper season is finally here, time to soak a 
pinfish. Reports say they are plentiful.

Trout continue to bite in St Joe Bay and East Bay. 
Top water baits are great for the morning bite.. 
Red fish and flounder are there as well, you will 
just have to find them because they are on the 
move constantly.

Mexico Beach Pier continues to be a good loca-
tion for shark fishing, as well as Indian Pass. 
Whiting and pompano continue to be caught off 
the beach.



By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

Kayla Parker hoped to 
earn first-team All-Ameri-
can honors during the re-
cent NCAA Track and Field 
Championships.

She fell just short and 
as a result finished as a  
second-team All-American 
for the second year in a row.

The University of Ken-
tucky senior, and former 
Port St. Joe High School 
standout, needed to reach 
the final eight in the  
100 meter hurdles during 
the NCAA meet, but for 
the second year in a row 
could not advance out of the 
semifinals.

Parker leaves UK with 
plenty of accolades.

She set a school record 
in the 100 hurdles which 
remains. She was three 
times, indoors and outdoors, 

named All-Southeastern 
Conference, in the hurdles 
and 4x100 relay, and ran the 
leading time in the nation, 
at the time, in the indoor 60 
meter hurdles two straight 
years.

She was a member of 
the second and fourth fast-
est women’s 4x100 relay 
teams the university has 
produced.

A team captain since 
her junior year, as a  

senior Parker also helped 
the Lady Wildcats to their  
best-ever finish in the 
NCAA Track and Field 
Championships.

Parker currently is com-
peting at the USA Outdoor 
Track and Field Champion-
ships in Sacramento, CA. 
She competed at the same 
event last summer.

Parker graduated in May 
with a Bachelor’s of Science 
degree. 

DR. KENNETH L. AND ANN K. SHAW
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP

In appreciation of Dr. Ken Shaw’s 25 years of service to Florida State
University Panama City, the following friends and colleagues have

established the Dr. Kenneth L. and Ann K. Shaw Endowed Scholarship.
This scholarship will assist students pursuing a degree at FSU Panama City,

honoring Dr. Shaw’s “students first” philosophy.

Korhan Adalier
Hafiz Ahmad
Nicole Barefield
Delores Barron
Tony and Joyce Bennett
Beverly Bland
Gary Bliss
Becky Boortz
Bob and Carolyn Bradley
Geoffrey Brooks
Glenda Buckland
IsaacW. Byrd Family
Foundation

Claire Calohan
Gordon and Melissa
Carlton

Gerald and Linda Christie
The Clemons Company
Community Services
Foundation

Jim and Jan Cook
John Crossley
Jason and Elizabeth
Crowe

Larry and Nancy Dantzler
Ray and Sharon Dubuque
Neal and Leah Dunn
Tim and Karen Farrell
Bill and Marilyn Fenimore

Joey and Michelle Ginn
Jorge and Pamela
Gonzalez

John and Robyn Gravely
Gulf Coast State College
Foundation

Sandra Halvorson
Ralph and Karen Hanes
Ralph and Janice Hanks
Hutchison Family
Charitable Foundation

Hutt Insurance Agency
Dorothy Imperial
Tom and Melanie Kelley
John and Becky Kelly
Julie King
Chris Lacher
Steve and Linda Leach
Lucy Lewis
Wayne and Gail Lindsey
Ginger Littleton
Nan Locher
Derek and Mary Beth
Lovingood

Al and Debbie McCambry
John Ed McDanal
Nancy Mills
Dawn Moliterno
Harry Murphy

Royal and Bobbie Jean
Murphy

Robert and Charlotte
Nedley

Rebecca Pierson
Rosemary Prince
Regions Bank
Reliant South/
Richard Dodd

Cristina Rios
John and Gail Robbins
Brian and Barbara
Robinson

Randy Russell
Angie Sexton
Arlene Shaheen
Shannon Sheibe
John Smith
St. Joe Community
Foundation

Summit Bank
Bryan and Melanie Taylor
UnitedWay of Northwest
Florida

VBADesigns, Inc./
VictoriaWilliams

LisaWalters
Leon and GlendaWalters
Ed and JuneWright

To learn more about how you can support FSU Panama City, contact Mary Beth Lovingood at
(850) 770-2108 or mblovingood@pc.fsu.edu. 10

91
65
4

Port st.  joe wewahitchkaSportS
w w w . s t a r f l . c o mThursday, July 3, 2014

A
Page 7

Section

PSJ All-Stars 
advance to state

Star Staff Report

The Port St. Joe Double A All-Stars recently finished 
second in the district tournament to earn a trip to the 
state championships in Marianna.

Franklin County beat Port St. Joe for the district title 
and also will travel to the state tournament.

The state tournament is played over three days and is 
a double-elimination format that begins with pool play.

Each team is guaranteed at least seven games. 
The Port St. Joe All-Stars are Braden Jackson, Tucker 

Ashcraft, Owen Grantland, Ayden Sapp, Mikhal Larry, 
Aydan Davis, Rilan Butler, Luke Pickels, Eli Fidler, 
Gannon Buzzett, Lance Larry and Chance Gainer.

The team manager is Bobby Pickels and coaches are 
Brad Buzzett, Josh Fidler and Ben Ashcraft.

The Port St. Joe Double A All-Stars recently finished second in the district 
tournament to earn a trip to the state championships in Marianna.

Photos sPecial to the star

Parker earns 
second-team 
All-American

Kayla ParKer

Champions 
Day offers 

hoop dreams
Star Staff Report

The second annual Cham-
pions Day, sponsored by 8-5-0 
Athletics, will be Saturday at 
the Washington Recreation 
Center. The event is free and 
open to the public.  

The day, sporting the 
theme “Turning Dreams into 
Reality” will feature basket-
ball games, skill contests, mo-
tivational speakers and more.

The fun starts at 11 a.m. 
EDT. The Washington Recre-
ation Center is at 411 Kenny 
St. in Port St. Joe.

There will be several age 
levels of hoop games during 
the day. In the 11-and-under 
age group a team from Port 
St. Joe will face a squad from 
Franklin County and the Port 
St. Joe Middle School (Ju-
nior High) team will contest 
a middle school team out of 
Panama City.

Then the older gents get 
in the act. Alumni teams from 
the Port St. Joe High School 
classes of 1998-2001, 2002-2006 
and 2007-2012 will comprise 
three teams and they will be 
joined in a single-elimination 
tournament by the Port St. 
Joe High School varsity squad 
and special guests, the Macon 
(GA) Wildcats.

In addition to the hoops, 
motivational speakers Ma-
rio Larry and Chad Quinn, 
both former standouts with 
the Port St. Joe High School 
basketball team, will give 
presentations.

There also will be games 
for the young ones and a con-
cession stand.

St. Joseph Bay Golf Club to offer swim lessons
Special to The Star

The St. Joseph Bay Golf 
Club is offering swim les-
sons. The lessons will be on 
the following dates (eight in 
all): July 2, 9, 14, 16, 21, 23, 28 
and 30. Starting time is 9 a.m. 
EDT for three age groups for 
the swim lessons, plus the 
possibility of an advanced 

class (children would have 
to pass a short test with the 
instructor to be admitted), 
each lasting 30 minutes.

One class will be a “Par-
ent-Tot Class” for parents 
with children 6 months to 3 
years-old.

The cost of the lessons is 
$100, with a nonrefundable 
50 percent deposit neces-

sary upon registration. The 
deposit, however, would be 
refunded if the classes are 
cancelled by the club. 

Registration and deposit 
must be made no later than 
5 p.m. EDT June 18 at the 
club.

For questions, call the in-
structor (Rama) at 370-0895 
or the club at 227-1751. 

PSJ Dixie Softball annual meeting is July 15
Special to The Star

The Port St. Joe Dixie 
Softball league would like 
to thank all of its sponsors, 
coaches and other volun-
teers that helped make 

the 2014 season a huge 
success. 

The annual meeting will 
be at 6 p.m. EDT Tuesday, 
July 15, at the STAC House 
on 8th Street to elect of-
ficers for the 2015 season. 

Anyone with a child in the 
softball league that is in-
terested in serving for the 
2015 season are encour-
aged to attend. 

All board positions are 
up for election. 
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Star Staff Report

This page features photos submitted to The Star by readers. 
Thanks to all who help make this page happen each week. This 
is intended to highlight the gorgeous, the interesting, the weird, 
fun or just plain best that Gulf County offers. Please submit your 

photos to tcroft@starfl.com.

Courtesy of KayaK Dog aDventures

A turtle makes its way across Indian Pass beach en 
route to the Gulf of Mexico

Courtesy of Bill fauth

A marina sunset

Courtesy of Kristy raffielD

Nothing better to beat the heat than a little water play

Courtesy of terry linD

A boat, a tree and the beauty of the shoreline along St. Joseph Bay

Courtesy of lynn harDing

A barred owl seen at the St. Joseph State Buffer Preserve

Courtesy of Melina eluM

A dog enjoys a long leash during a romp on St. Joe Beach
Courtesy of saMantha layfielD

Sunset through the sea oats on St. Joe Beach

Courtesy of DeBBie fountain

A gator and turtle took a sunny perch on the banks of the Little Brothers River south of Howard Creek
Courtesy of laura at Dragon fly PhotograPhy

Zipping across St. Joseph Bay as the sun drops in 
the sky
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“Trivia Fun” with 
Wilson Casey, Guinness 
World Record Holder 
from Woodruff, S.C., is 
published in more than 
500 newspapers across 
the country and is a weekly 
feature in The Star.

1) Up until Henry 
Ford’s cars came along, 
July 4 was a miserable 
day for what animals 
as firecrackers were 
commonly thrown at 
them? 

Chickens, Horses, Cows, 
Cats

2) Surveys say 
Roman candles are the 
“most favorite” type of 
fireworks for the 4th 
with what the “least 
favorite”? 

Firecrackers, Smokeballs, 

Pinwheels, Snaps

3) Where is 
“Rebildfest,” billed 
as the largest 
celebration of American 
independence held 
outside the U.S.? 

Germany, Denmark, 
Mexico, Australia

4) On July 4, 1848, 
President Polk laid the 
cornerstone of what 
famous structure?

Lincoln Memorial, Library 
of Congress, Capitol 
building, Washington 
Monument

5) Thomas Jefferson 
and which other former 
president died July 4, 
1826?

George Washington, John 
Adams, James Monroe, 
Andrew Jackson

6) On that same date 
of July 4, 1826, what 
noted American was 
born?

Robert E. Lee, Stephen 
Foster, Walt Whitman, Henry 

David Thoreau 

7) How many original 
copies of the Declaration 
of Independence are still 
in existence today, not 
counting subsets? 

7, 14, 19, 26

8) What famous 
American patriot was 
hung as a spy in 1776 
by the British?

Paul Revere, Nathan Hale, 
Daniel Webster, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne

9) Who’s been the 
only future president of 
the United States to be 
born on a July 4? 

Jackson, Van Buren, Taft, 
Coolidge

ANSWERS:
1)  Horses
2)  Smokeballs 
3)  Denmark
4)  Washington Monument
5)  John Adams
6)  Stephen Foster
7)  26 
8)  Nathan Hale
9)  Coolidge

Trivia Fun
Wilson Casey
WC@Trivia 

Guy.com

Wes Locher | The Star

The next Salt Air Farmers Market will be held on Saturday at City Commons 
Park in Port St. Joe. Farmers from around North Florida and Georgia will 
have fresh produce for purchase and vendors will sell homemade crafts and 
jewelry. The Salt Air Farmers Market promotes a sustainable food system on 
Florida’s Forgotten Coast. The market runs from 9 a.m. EDT until 1 p.m.

Farmers markeT

By Wes LoCher
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl.com

When musician Robin Downs 
does something, he does it big.

That mindset is exactly what 
led to the creation of his 15-piece 
big band, Go Big or Go Home, 
which will help Port St. Joe 
rock its annual Fourth of July 
celebration this Friday.

The group will perform at 
the George Core Park stage 

from 7:30-8:30 p.m. EDT, and 
after a brief intermission for the 
fireworks display, the group will 
play a second 60-minute set.

In addition to entertaining 
the community with big band 
hits, the event is a homecoming 
for several of the members who 
grew up, or currently live, in Port 
St. Joe.

Chief among them are Downs, 
the group’s organist, and his wife, 

Band with local roots  
to headline July 4 festivities

Go Big ... 15 people big

speciaL To The sTar

The 15-piece big band Go Big or Go Home will play on July 4 at George Core Park in Port St. 
Joe. see Go biG B7

By Wes LoCher
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl.com

St. Joseph Bay is far more than 
just a beautiful photo op. 

Research assistant Robyn Zere-
becki calls the St. Joseph Bay Buffer 
Preserve Center home, at least she 
will through August. The Ontario, 
Canada, native has spent the past 
three summers at 
the facility conduct-
ing six-month long 
experiments in the 
salt marshes as she 
learns more about 
the Spartina plant, 
commonly known as 
cord-grass.

Zerebecki, who 
received her mas-
ter’s degree in Marine Biology from 
Northeastern University in Boston, 
is in pursuit of a doctorate in zoology 
from the University of British Colum-
bia, where she specializes in marine 
ecology.

“I’ve always wanted to be a ma-
rine biologist,” said Zerebecki. “It’s 
the perfect split of being outside and 
being in a lab.”

In addition to Gulf County, Zere-
becki has conducted experiments in 
Vancouver, Boston and Bodega Bay 
in California.

“This is a great place to look at the 
relationships in genetic diversity in 
dominant plants,” said Zerebecki.

She said that while many of these 
experiments take place in the salt 
marshes of New England, a southern 
location provides similar data and is 
accessible year round. 

Zerebecki is focused on two projects 
this summer, the first of which looks at 

Canadian
researcher

studies plants  
of st. Joseph Bay

Robyn  
ZeRebecki

see researcher B6

By TIM CroFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

The family of Lynn Ross is invested 
in good-natured ribbing, she and her 
new husband, Pierre, said.

It’s just the adjectives each used 
to describe that dynamic were wildly 
different.

“My family loves to rip each other a 
lot,” said Lynn with a hearty laugh from 
the couples’ home in Wisconsin.

Pierre’s version: “Ribbing is not 
the word. They will tear you down to 
nothing.”

So as Pierre grew to know and love 
Lynn and her family, he was initiated 
into their world where not all is taken 
too seriously or at least not without a 
wisecrack.

In particular, Lynn had warned 
Pierre about one of her sisters, a true 
“practical joker.”

And that sister quickly dug into what 
she believed were Pierre’s unusually 
large front teeth.

Here again, we have degrees of rib.
“He does have large teeth,” Lynn 

said.
Pierre countered, “They are perfect-

ly proportioned to my body.”
But Lynn’s sister pounced, linking 

Pierre to all things horse, Mr. Ed and 
the like.

And Pierre, whose friendship with 
Lynn was blossoming into love, soon 
tossed down the gauntlet.

After debating his own version of 
can-you-top-this one Christmas, he de-
cided to craft a homemade potpourri 
jar. The main ingredient was the, well, 
droppings from his Dalmatian left dur-
ing their daily walks.

He figured either it would be the per-
fect gift for this family he was growing 

Wedding attire makes horse sense
courTesy oF Debbie hooper aT joebay.com

Pierre Ross, wearing a horse head mask, gives a smooch to bride Lynn Ross.Below, Pierre “gallops” to the beach.

see horse B6
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Mr. Edward Eugene 
Abrams, 81, of Port St. Joe, 
died Wednesday, June 25, 
2014, in Port St. Joe. He 
was born in Talladega 
County, Ala., and had been 
a resident of Port St. Joe, 
Fla., for 58 years, where he 
owned and operated Kirk’s 
Ice Company. 

Mr. Abrams is preceded 
in death by his parents, John 
William and Barcie Abrams 
and sister, Margaret Adams. 
He is survived by his loving 
wife of 62 years, Aline 
Abrams; four sons, Barron 
Abrams, Greg Abrams, Kirk 
Abrams and Ashley Abrams; 
one brother, Pet Abrams; 
four grandchildren, Kristin 
Abrams, Collins Abrams, 
Adam Abrams and Austin 
Abrams; and two great-
grandchildren. A funeral for 
Mr. Abrams was Saturday, 
June 28, 2014, at 2 p.m. EDT 
at First United Methodist 

of Port St. Joe with the Rev. 
Dave Fernandez officiating. 
The following gentlemen 
served as pallbearers: 
Lee Cary, Bill Dotson, 
Jake Tankersley, Frankie 
Williams, Keith Adams, 
Tony Abrams, Tim Abrams, 
Tommy Abrams, Lawrence 
Bowen and Bill Norton.

Interment followed in 
Lime Springs United 
Methodist Church Cemetery 
in Clanton, Ala. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be 
made to the St. Joseph Bay 
Humane Society of Port 
St. Joe in memory of Mr. 
Abrams. 

Expressions of sympathy 
may be viewed or submitted 
at www.southerlandfamily.
com. 

Southerland Family 
Funeral Home

100 E. 19th ST.
Panama City, FL 32405
850-785-8532

Angel is a 45 lb, 1 yo American Staff Terrier/
Mix. She is playful, friendly and LOVES HER
PEOPLE! Angel has learned what it takes to
be a great family pet. She enjoys playing with
her foster doggy sister and is learning to be
polite with her foster family's kitty. Angel is
crate trained and house broken. She walks
well on her leash and is attentive and ready to
accept her owners instruction/guidance. She
also knows the commands SIT and DOWN.
She is an intelligent girl and eager to do
whatever pleases her owner. She would make
a terrific family pet, or enjoy an active family/
owner. Or be happy with any family/owner

willing to give her a chance to show them her UNCONDITIONAL LOVE!

If you are unable to adopt at this time, perhaps you could foster or make a
Donation. All pets adopted from SJBHS will be current on vaccinations and
spayed/neutered. Please do not hesitate to email townsend.hsdirector@gmail.
com or adoptbaystjoe@gmail.com or call the St. Joseph Bay Humane Society at
850-227-1103 and ask for Melody or Debbie! Online applications and pet photos
are available at www.sjbhumanesociety.org

Our hours for the shelter are Tuesday-Saturday from 10 am-4 pm! Faith's Thrift Hut
is always in need of donations also, and all the proceeds go directly to support
the animals in our care! The hours for the store are Thursday-Saturday from 10
am-3 pm. Volunteers are always welcome at both our store and our shelter! Our
store and shelter location is 1007 Tenth Street in Port St. Joe! Hope to see you all
there soon!

OF THE
WEEKPET

If you aremissing a pet or want to adopt a new pet, please check with your local Humane Society or
Shelter.Follow us on Facebook: St. Joseph Bay Humane Society

St. Joseph Bay Humane Society

www.sjbhumanesociety.org
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Downtown Port St. Joe
850-229-6161

bowwowbeach.com301 REID AVENUE
PORT ST. JOE FLORIDA, 32456

Mon-Friday 10:30 - 5:00 • Saturday 10:30-3:30 • Closed Sunday

Now your source for
New Nutro Source
Grain Free Dog Food!
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Fee-Only • Fiduciary • CustomPortfolios

Please call 850.608.6121 for
Complimentary Consultation

www.arborwealth.net
AWM's Income andGrowth strategies are best suited for
investors with $500,000 ormore of investable assets.

ARBOR WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Special to The Star

A Change of 
Responsibility Ceremony 
was held in honor of 
Command Sergeant 
Major Steven D. Odom, 
the outgoing command 
sergeant major for 4th 
Battalion, 501st Aviation 
Regiment, Combat Aviation 
Brigade, 1st Armored 
Division at the 4th 
Battalion, 501st Aviation 
Regiment Hanger at Fort 
Bliss, Texas, June 3.

Odom was born on April 
16, 1973, in Port St. Joe. He 
graduated from Port St. 
Joe High School in 1991. 
He enlisted in the Army 
in June 1990, attended 
basic training at Fort 
Jackson, S.C., and AIT at 
Fort Eustis, Va., where he 
was awarded the Military 
Occupational Specialty 
68J (Aircraft Armament 
Missile System repairer).

Odom’s military and 
civilian education includes 
the Primary Leadership 
Development Course, 
Basic Non-Commissioned 
Officer Development 
Course, Advanced 
Non-Commissioned 
Officer Development 
Course, First Sergeant 
Course, United States 
Army Sergeants Major 
Academy, Pre-Command/
Command Sergeants 
Major Course, Master 
Fitness Course, Battle 
Staff NCO Course, Air 
Assault Course, Basic 
Airborne Training, 
Jumpmaster Course, 
Master Jumpmaster 
Course, Unit Movement 
Officer Course, Air 
Movement NCO Course, 
Hazardous Material 
Management Course, 
Combative Level One 
Training Course and 
the Combat Life Saver 
Course. Odom has a 
bachelor’s of science 
degree in Business 
Administration from 
Trident University.

Odom’s previous 
assignments include: 
Squad Leader, Training 
NCO and Retention NCO 
in Delta Company AMC 
82d Aviation Brigade, 
82nd Airborne Division 
Fort Bragg, N.C.; Senior 
Aviation Sergeant in 
21st Calvary Fort Hood, 
Texas; Armament 
Section Sergeant, Shops 
Platoon Sergeant and 
Quality Control Technical 
Inspector in 1st Calvary 1st 

Armor Division Buedingen, 
Germany; Headquarters 
Platoon Sergeant in Delta 
Company AMC 82nd 
Aviation Brigade, 82nd 
Airborne Division Fort 
Bragg, N.C.; Brigade 
S-3 Air NCOIC for 82nd 
Aviation Brigade, 82nd 
Airborne Division Fort 
Bragg, N.C.; Allied 
Shops Platoon Sergeant 
and First Sergeant for 
Echo Troop 1-17 Cavalry 
Regiment, 82nd Aviation 
Brigade, 82nd Airborne 
Division Fort Bragg, N.C.; 
S-3 Operations NCOIC 
in 3rd Battalion 229th 
Aviation Regiment, Fort 
Bragg, N.C.; Detachment 
First Sergeant for Delta 
Company AMC 82nd 
Aviation Brigade, 82nd 
Airborne Division Fort 
Bragg, N.C.; First Sergeant 
for Charlie Company, 2nd 
Battalion 82nd Aviation 
Brigade, 82nd Airborne 
Division Fort Bragg, 
N.C.; First Sergeant 
for Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company 
82nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade, Fort Bragg, N.C.; 
Command Sergeant Major 
for 122nd Aviation Support 
Battalion, 82nd Combat 
Aviation Brigade, Fort 
Bragg, N.C.

Odom’s combat 
deployments include 
four Operation Enduring 
Freedom deployments, one 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 
deployment and one 
Operation Spartan Shield 
deployment. 

Odom is married to 
Magalli Odom of El Paso, 
Texas; he has two children, 
Davida, 21, and Kaleb, 17. 

His next assignment 
will be the United States 
Aviation School in Fort 
Rucker, Ala., where he will 
serve as the Operations 
Sergeant Major. 

Sgt. Maj. Steven OdOM

Ceremony held  
in honor of Sgt. 

Major Steven Odom
Special to The Star

Bradley Pitts and 
his sister, Corinda, 
grew up in Northwest 
Florida. Their great-
grandfather was a 
fisherman in Port St. 
Joe in the late 1800s. 
When the town was 
under siege by yellow 
fever, he gathered 
his family into a 
rowboat and rowed 
westward to the 
shores of Bay County, 
where he established 
a homestead and 
supported his family as 
a fisherman. Bradley 
spent many days of his 
youth swimming and fishing 
in St. Andrews Bay and as a 
teenager, he began to dive 
first in the bay and later in 
the Gulf of Mexico. He and 
his friends speared many 
huge fish and were among 
the first scuba divers in this 
part of the state. 

Corinda is a local 
author, so when Bradley 
began to collect stories of 
the adventures he and his 
friends had in the 1940s, 
’50s, and early ’60s, the 

two of them decided to 
publish the stories. The 
stories are called “Shooter 
Giggers,” and provide a 
unique look at the history 
of diving and fishing in the 
Panhandle. The stories are 
accompanied by more than 
70 photographs, backing 
up the incredible fish tales 
these men tell. Sharks, 
Moray eels, barracuda, 
Goliath grouper, Warsaw 
and flounder are some 
of the fish these men 
encountered. 

How many of you have 

caught fish so large you 
had to sink the boat, slide 
the fish over the side, then 
bail the boat to get home? 
These guys did just that. 

These and many other 
stories are included in the 
“Shooter Giggers” book 
available at the Cape san 
Blas Lighthouse Gift Shop. 

Fish tales collected in book
new bOOk arrival

time: 11 a.m. until 3 
p.m. EDT

date: July 5
Place: Cape San Blas 

Lighthouse Gift Shop (The 
historic Maddox House)         
155 Capt. Fred’s Place

For more information: Call 
Beverly Douds at 229-
1151

email: 
csblighthouselady2008@
gmail.com                  

Special to The Star

Navy Seaman Appren-
tice Dvante M. Baham, 
son of Karen E. Colvin of 
Wewahitchka, recently 
completed U.S. Navy ba-
sic training at Recruit 
Training Command, Great 
Lakes, Ill. 

During the eight-week 

program, Baham com-
pleted a variety of train-
ing which included class-
room study and practical 
instruction on naval cus-
toms, first aid, firefighting, 
water safety and survival, 
and shipboard and aircraft 
safety. An emphasis was 
also placed on physical 
fitness. 

The capstone event of 
boot camp is “Battle Sta-
tions.” This exercise gives 
recruits the skills and con-
fidence they need to suc-
ceed in the fleet. “Battle 
Stations” is designed to 
galvanize the basic war-
rior attributes of sacrifice, 
dedication, teamwork and 
endurance in each recruit 

through the practical appli-
cation of basic Navy skills 
and the core values of hon-
or, courage and commit-
ment. Its distinctly “Navy” 
flavor was designed to take 
into account what it means 
to be a sailor.   

Baham is a 2011 gradu-
ate of Wewahitchka High 
School. 

Baham completes basic training

ObituarieS
edward eugene abrams

Live DJ scheduled at Senior Center
Star Staff Report

Gulf County Senior Citi-
zens, 120 Library Drive in 
Port St. Joe, invites the pub-
lic to join the center from 
10 a.m. until noon EDT on 
Tuesday, July 1, for Dancing 
to the Oldies with DJ Fran-
ces Markham. Folks will 
listen and dance to music 
from the ’70s, ’80s, ’90s and 
current hits. Donations are 

needed and appreciated.
The center also is in 

need of bingo prizes for 
seniors who love to play 
bingo several times a week, 
as well as volunteers who 
might play piano, sing or 
who would like to call bingo 
or who might have other 
games in mind that seniors 
would enjoy. 

For information, call 
Debbie at 229-8466.

Mrs. Emogene Norton 
Gander, 89 of Apalachicola, 
Fla., passed away Sunday, 
June 29, 2014, in a local 
hospital. 

Born in Clio, Ala., she has 
been a longtime resident of 
Apalachicola. Mrs. Gander 
was a retired school teacher 
from Franklin County 
School District. She also 
was a member of the First 
United Methodist Church of 
Apalachicola. 

Mrs. Gander is preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Clarence and Bertie Lee 
Norton, brothers; Clyde 
Norton and Clarence Norton 
Jr., and sister; Catherine 
Cox Steinaker. She is 
survived by her husband; 
J.V. Gander Sr., son; Jimmy 
Gander and wife, Charlotte; 
grandsons, Jim Gander and 
Joe Gander; granddaughter, 
Donna Duncan and great-
grandson; Kristopher 

Duncan. 
A funeral for Mrs. 

Gander was Wednesday, 
July 2, 2014 at 11 a.m. 
EDT at the First United 
Methodist Church of 
Apalachicola with the Rev. 
Themo Patriotis officiating. 
Interment followed in 
Magnolia Cemetery. The 
following gentlemen served 
as active pallbearers: Rex 
Buzzett, F.G. Lovett Jr., 
Wayne Hicks, Kristopher 
Duncan, Al Steinaker 
and A.J. Smith. Honorary 
pallbearers were Tink 
Hose, DeWitt Galloway, 
Fred Fitzgerald and Aaron 
Taylor. Expressions of 
sympathy may be submitted 
and viewed at www.
southerlandfamily.com.

Southerland Family 
Funeral Home

100 E. 19th St.
PANAMA CITY, FL 32405
850-785-8532 

emogene norton gander

Community resource Center offers free veggies
Star Staff Report

The Community Resource Center in Port St. Joe is 
offering free vegetables from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. EDT every 
Tuesday during the summer.

The vegetables are provided by Farm Share, a large-
scale food bank and charitable packinghouse working to 
end hunger. The organization specializes in getting fresh 
fruits and vegetables donated to communities in need. 

The Community Resource Center is at 414 Kenny St. 
in Port St. Joe.



By WES LOCHER
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After securing wins at the 
state and regional levels, Port 
St. Joe Jr./Sr. High School’s 
Odyssey of the Mind (OM) 
team took on the world.

At the end of May, Team 
A, consisting of Sydnee 
O’Donnell, Rebecca Kerigan, 
Janel Kerigan, Jimmy Cum-
mings, Cailyn LaPlante and 
Grant Whiten along with 
coaches Courtney Cum-
mings and Sharon Hoffman 
flew to Ames, IA and com-
peted at Iowa State Univer-
sity against 1,000 teams from 
10 countries that included 
China, Poland, South Korea 
and Mexico.

When all was said and 
done, the team finished 14th 
out of 50 in its division.

For coach Cummings, a 
paraprofessional who works 
in the high school’s welding 
shop; her first year with OM 
went above and beyond any-
thing she had anticipated.

Originally getting in-
volved at the urgings of her 
son Jimmy, who told her that 
“coaches didn’t have to do 
anything,” she quickly found 
herself headed to Orlando 
and then Iowa in support of 
the teams. 

What Jimmy neglected to 
inform his mother was that 
she would fall in love with the 
program.

“Getting to the world fi-
nals was an awesome feeling 
— I was awestruck,” Cum-
mings said. “Being from a 
community like Port St. Joe 
and then being in a place 
where we were on the world’s 
stage was phenomenal.

“The amount of creativity 
and ideas we got to witness 
was amazing.”

Students involved in OM 
utilize their creative problem-
solving abilities to answer 
questions in a method that 
utilizes technical knowledge 
and theatrics. They are then 
judged on their performance 
and knowledge.

Although one trivia ques-
tion is given to teams in ad-
vance, allowing them to pre-
pare their “answer,” they’re 
asked a spontaneous ques-
tion by the judges, which 
forces teams to utilize their 
creativity and teamwork to 
come up with an answer on 
the spot.

“The team has always 
done well in the spontane-
ous events,” Cummings said. 
“They’re a group that thinks 
well on their feet.”

As further proof that the 
team’s moxie comes directly 
from the minds of the stu-
dents involved, Cummings 
said that coaches must sign 
contracts promising they 
didn’t help students come up 
with ideas during rehears-
als and they aren’t even al-
lowed in the room during the 
spontaneous rounds of the 
competition.

Getting to the world finals 
was no easy task. 

Even though the Gulf 
County School Board picked 
up the tab for the registra-
tion fees and lodging, the stu-
dents raised $10,000 in less 
than a month to pay for air-
fare and food by performing 
fundraiser shows at the First 
Friday Art and Music event 
in May and preview perfor-
mances at the high school. 

“We have to thank the 
community and the school 
district,” Cummings said. “To 
be able to have programs like 
this that the community plac-
es importance on is huge.”

Parents, it seems, are 
equally as dedicated to the 
OM program as the students. 
Parents Richard and Estel-
ane O’Donnell volunteered 
to drive the team’s props 
and costumes from Florida 
to Iowa.

Cummings said that she 
would remain involved with 
the program as long as the 
school would have her.

“The most gratifying part 
of it is the kids,” she said. 
“Seeing their faces when 
they won the state competi-
tion … they were shocked 
and proud, showing genu-
ine enthusiasm for their 
accomplishments.” 

Auditions for next year’s 
team will be early in the up-
coming school year. Cum-
mings said those who desire 
to work as a team, can com-
promise, are creative and 
think outside the box are 
welcome to try out.

While existing mem-
bers of the team will have 
first priority on next year’s 
team, they’ll help select the 
new members to replace 
senior teammates who have 
graduated.

“The people and environ-
ment involved with OM is 
phenomenal,” Cummings 
said. “OM isn’t just for top of 
gifted students; it’s for any-
one with skills in creative 
problem solving.”

Cumming’s son Jimmy 
also praised the program as 

a creative outlet for those 
who might not be engaged by 
the typical extracurricular 
activities offered during the 
school year.

“It gives something for 
kids to do besides sports,” 
Jimmy said. “You can’t be 
creative in sports, but you 
can be creative in OM.”

A sophomore-to-be, this 
was Jimmy’s first year com-
peting with the group, but he 
also participates in football 
and student government. 
He said he enjoys acting and 
his background in drama 
got him the attention of OM 
members who invited him to 
audition.

Jimmy said that having 
the opportunity to travel with 
the team brought him closer 
with his teammates and they 
all became close friends. In 
Iowa the friends list became 
even longer as the team 
spent time with OM groups 

from Delaware and Japan.
“It’s really fun getting to 

know people I might not nor-
mally meet,” Jimmy said. “It 
was so cool meeting teams 
from around the world.”

While attending the world 
finals, Jimmy found out that 
some universities have sanc-
tioned OM teams and said he 
was excited at the prospect 
of competing at the college 
level one day.

Also participating in this 
year’s Odyssey of the Mind 
Team B were Katie Nobles, 
Dell Pickett, Celeste Cream-
er, Sara Hoffman, Steven 
Kerigan and Emma Doran. 
The team made it all the way 
to the state finals at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida in 
Orlando.

“Even though we didn’t 
win, I’m glad we were able to 
get to the world finals,” Jim-
my said. “All our hard work 
paid off.” 

45
18
45
7

Real Estate Picks
Best Values on the Forgotten Coast

MLS 245308 • $295,000 • Cape San Blas
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Preston Russ
850-227-8890 / 850-227-7770
www.coastalrealtyinfo.com

There is plenty of room with 4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths
and 3 decks to enjoy the view the gorgeous sunsets.
Over 2,000 sq ft. of living space with private elevator
access to each level. Tile Floors and crown molding
in kitchen, dining and living areas. 540 sq ft. of decks.
Beautifully furnished and ready for you.

MLS 245308 • $295,000 • Cape San Blas
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MLS 251516• $399,000 • CR 30-A

This 3BR/2BA charming cottage is just a short
walk to the beach. Tile floors throughout,
large open deck off main living area as well as
screened porch. Master suite on top floor with
private screened porch and sundeck. Elevator
access to all levels. FEMA insurance available.

Preston Russ
850-227-8890 / 850-227-7770
www.coastalrealtyinfo.com
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Coastal Realty can put your home here, plus feature
all over the internet. Call one of our agents today.

Coastal Realty Group
Holding this space for your home

Call 227-7770 today
www.gulfcoastalproperties.com

2012 Top $ Sales Volumewithin Gulf County
2014 YTD Top $ Sales Volume Gulf County
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Sell your liStingS Here!
• Only $35 per week per listing
• Minimum 2 ads per week
or 1 ad for 2 weeks

Contact Marcia Knapke for details:
(850)227-7847 | mknapke@starfl.com
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9454 HWY 98 BEACON HILL AT THE
MEXICO BEACH CITY LIMITS (850) 647-8310

9454 HWY 98 BEACON HILL AT THE 
MEXICO BEACH CITY LIMITS (850) 647-8310

OPEN DAILY AT 11 • PACKAGE STORE & LOUNGE
GREAT SELECTION OF ALL YOUR FAVORITE BEER, WINE & SPIRITS

SATURDAY-9PM

FRIDAY- 9PM

SUNDAY-7PM

WEDNESDAY-7PM

SATURDAY-9PM
DEEJA DIVA

SUNDAY-7PM
KONKRETE SOUL

WEDNESDAY-7PM
RANDY & ART

DEBI JORDAN

THE CURRYS

ALL TIMES EASTERN FUN TIMES

MEXICO BEACH CITY LIMITS (850) 647-8310

OPEN DAILY AT 11 • PACKAGE STORE & LOUNGEOPEN DAILY AT 11 • PACKAGE STORE & LOUNGE
GREAT SELECTION OF ALL YOUR FAVORITE BEER, WINE & SPIRITS
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KARAOKE - THURSDAY, FRIDAY &
SATURDAY-9PM WITH DEBRA

AT THE TOP OF THE CROW’S NEST

COMING THURSDAY, JUNE 10TH , 8PM
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LIVE ON THE POOP DECK

Celebrate the 4th all week long

School News The Star| B3Thursday, July 3, 2014

Odyssey of the Mind team competes at world finals

photos special to the star

PSJ’s Odyssey of the Mind Team A competed at the 
world finals event in Ames, I.A. at the end of May.

The team hosted numerous fundraisers to pay for its flight and lodging, raising 
almost $10,000 from the community. 

The OM team placed 14th out of 50 teams in its 
division.

More than 1,000 teams from 10 countries competed 
at the world finals.
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SOUTHERLAND FAMILY
FUNERAL HOME

507 10th Street • Port St. Joe

(850) 229-8111

45
10
12
2

To know ChrisT and To Make hiM known

St. JameS’
epiScopal church

800 22nd Street, port St. Joe
8:00 and 11:00 a.m. (EST) • Sunday School 9:45

www.stjamesepiscopalchurch.org

Come worship with us!
Rector Father Tommy Dwyer
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St. Peter’s Church, ACC
(Traditional Services 1928 BCP)

Morning Prayer & Holy Communion
Sunday...............10:00 A.M.

Community Healing Service 6:00 P.M.
4th Thursday of Every Month
The Rev. Dr. D. Pete Windham, Priest

The Rev Lou Little, Deacon
Services Temporarily at Senior Citizens Center,

120 Library Drive
“An Unchanging Faith In A Changing World”

Morning Prayer & Holy Communion
Sunday...............10:00 A.M.

The Rev. Lou Little, Priest
Services Temporarily at Senior Citizens Center,

120 Library Drive
“An Unchanging Faith In A Changing World”
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COMFORTER
FUNERAL HOME
W. P. “Rocky” Comforter

L.F.D.
(850) 227-1818 45

10
13
0

www.faithchristianpsj.net

(850) 229-6707

9:45
10:30
10:45
6:00
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“Our Church can be your home”

First Church of the Nazarene
2420 Long Avenue • Port St. Joe, Florida 32456

(850) 229-9596

Give unto the Lord the glory due His name, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
Psalm 29:2

Sunday School............................ 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........... 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship ..............6 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ....... 7 p.m.
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1602 Hwy 98, Mexico Beach, FL
(850) 648.1151 www.livingwateratthebeach.com

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM - Worship at Sunset Park (on the sand)

10:00 AM - Bible Study at 1602 Highway 98
MONDAY - 7:00 PM - Lifetree Café. Join the Conversation
WEDNESDAY - 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Open House Coffee & Conversation
THURSDAY- 6:30 PMMixed Bible Study

To contact worship leader: (850) 648.1151 or lwcpastor@fairpoint.net

A Spirit Filled
Outreach Oriented

Word of Faith Church

Home of tHe
PowerHouse

YoutH ministries

Pastors Andrew & Cathy rutherford
welcome you to worship with us:

sunday 10:30am
sunday night Prayer 6pm

wednesday 7pm
www.familylifechurch.net

323 reid Ave ~ Downtown Port st. Joe, fL ~ 850-229-5433

TOUCHING LIVES
WITH THE LOVE

OF JESUS
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Pastors Andrew & Cathy Rutherford
Welcome you to worship with us:

Sunday 10:30am
Wednesday 6:30pm

Sunday:
Sunday School - 9:15
Morning Worship - 10:30
Evening Worship - 5:00

1601 Long Ave Port St Joe, FL 32456
(850) 229-8691

WEdnESday:
Family dinner - 5:30
Prayer Meeting - 6:30
Student Ministry - 6:30
Children’s Ministry / Choir - 6:30
adult Choir - 7:30
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First Baptist Church
102 THIRD STREET • PORT ST. JOE

Buddy Caswell, Minister of Music & Education
Bobby Alexander, Minister to Students

New Service Schedule for First Baptist Church
Sunday School & Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 am
Sunday School & Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am
Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night Adult Prayer Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 pm
Wednesday Night Children's Ministry activities . . . . . . . 6:30 pm
Wednesday Night Youth Ministry activities . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 pm

www.fbcpsj.orgwww.fbcpsj.org

Sunday
Sunday School ............. 9:00 am
Worship Service............ 10:30 am
Choir............................ 6:00 pm

New Service Schedule for First Baptist Church

Wednesday
Dinner…………….5:00 - 6:00 pm
AWANA……………….6:00 - 7:30 pm
Surrender Student Ministry……………6:15 - 7:30 pm
Prayer/Bible Study…………….6:30 - 7:30 pm
Nursery………………………..6:00 - 7:30 pm

Bruce Hodge, Pastor

6:15
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Dr. Geoffrey Lentz
Pastor

Bobbi Lassiter
Minister to Families

Ann Comforter
Director of Music

1001 Constitution Dr.
850.227.1724

www.psjumc.org

Sunday Schedule
9:00AMEST -Worship on theWater,
“under the sails” on St. Joseph Bay.
11:00AMEST - Sanctuary Service
with Special Children’s time.
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Brandico
Granite & Stone, LLC

Monuments, Markers, Mausoleums, Coping lots etc.

“Providing all your cemetery needs”

(850) 215-4679
6913 E. Hwy 22, Callaway, Florida6913 E. Hwy 22, Callaway, Florida

Brandico
Granite & Stone, LLC

Monuments, Markers, Mausoleums, Coping lots etc.

“Providing all your cemetery needs”

(850) 215-4679
6913 E. Hwy 22, Callaway, Florida

45
18

34
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—Limited Time Offer—
10 x 11 Coping lot (2 grave lot)

Chip and Seal
Companion "WingMonument"

$2495.00
Contact Brandico Granite & Stone LLC

850-215-4679
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This business invites you 
to visit the church of 

your choice this week.

w w w . s t a r f l . c o m

Panic attacks, anxiety explored at Lifetree Café
From staff reports

VBS at FUMC of Port St. Joe
First United Methodist Church in 

Port St. Joe will host Vacation Bible 
School the week of July 14-18.

Sessions will be 9 a.m. until noon 
EDT. For more information, call Krystal 
Terry at 227-1724 or email krystal@psjumc.org.

To register, visit psjumc.org.

Grand Old Fourth at New Bethel
New Bethel A.M.E. Church, at the corner of U.S. 

Highway 98 and Avenue C in Port St. Joe, will host a Grand 
Old Fourth of July Celebration on July 3.

There will be a yard sale and food vendors.  
Anyone wishing to participate should call Vanessa Fennell 
at 774-5448, Christine White at 229-6693 or Pastor Lawrence 
Gantt at 832-8452 to reserve your space for $50.

Outdoor concert at New Bethel
An outdoor concert will be at 6 p.m. EDT July 3 on the 

grounds of New Bethel A.M.E. Church in Port St. Joe. Live 
entertainment will be provided including a DJ. Bring your 
lawn chairs and enjoy an evening of music and fun. New 
Bethel is at the corner of U.S. Highway 98 and Avenue C.

UMW Fashion Show, luncheon
The United Methodist Woman will be hosting a fashion show 

and luncheon at noon EDT Saturday, July 26, in the Fellowship 
Hall, First United Methodist Church of Port St Joe. Tickets 
are on sale $10 for adults, $3 for children and they can be 
purchased from any United Methodist Woman or in the church 
office. Fashions will be furnished by local merchants and our 
own Care Closet. All proceeds from the event will go towards 
missions. So for a delicious lunch, exciting fashion show and 
opportunity to support missions don’t miss this event.

Summer Revival at Philadelphia Primitive
Philadelphia Primitive Baptist Church will conduct its 

Summer Revival Services July 14-18. The evangelist for the 
week is the Elder Lewis Anderson, pastor and teacher at 
Mt. Pleasant Primitive Baptist Church of Tallahassee. All 
services start at 7:30 p.m. EDT with guest choirs providing 
songs of praise and worship.  The church is at 259 Avenue D.

Special to The Star 

Healthy ways to cope 
with anxiety and panic at-
tacks will be discussed at  
7 p.m. CDT Monday, July 7, 
at Lifetree Café.

The program, titled 
“When Anxiety Strikes: 
Compassion, Peace, and 
Understanding,” features 

filmed interviews with 
psychologist Kelly Breen 
Boyce and with Cheryl 
Eresman, who describes 
her experiences with pan-
ic attacks. 

“When you have a panic 
attack, you think you’re 
dying,” Eresman said. 
“People who have never 
had one have no idea  

what it’s like.” 
Lifetree participants 

will gain greater under-
standing and get practical 
tools for dealing with anxi-
ety and panic. 

Admission to the 60-
minute event is free. 
Snacks and beverages are 
available. Lifetree Café is 
at 1602 U.S. Highway 98 in 

Mexico Beach across from 
El Governor Motel.

Lifetree Café is a place 
where people gather for con-
versation about life and faith 
in a casual coffeehouse-type 
setting. Questions about 
Lifetree can be directed to 
Gary Grubb at 334-806-5667 
or lwclifetreecafe@fair-
point.net. 

Faith BRieFS

OBitUaRy

Becky Holtom went to 
her Heavenly Home on 
June 23, 2014. She was 
born Aug. 26, 1935, in 
St. Louis, Mo., to Clark 
Gardner Porter, Md., 
and Jayne Elizabeth 
(Newton) Porter.

She was raised in 
Three Rivers, Michigan 
then the Porter family 
relocated to Apalachicola, 
Florida where she 
graduated from Chapman 
High School in 1953. After 
graduating she attended 
Kalamazoo College 
majoring in music 
which included playing 
Piano, Pipe Organ, Flute 
and Viola plus Choral 
Conducting and Voice.

Upon her return home 
to Three Rivers from 
college, she became 
reacquainted with Frank 
Holtom, who was home 
from two and a half 

years of 
service in 
the Army, 
stationed 
in 
Germany. 
They were 
married 
April 26, 
1957, after 
a short 
courtship and remained 
together for 57 years. The 
Holtoms moved south in 
1979 to live on St. George 
Island until 2006, when 
they built their current 
home in Apalachicola. 
Becky was the organist 
and pianist at the First 
Baptist Church of St. 
George Island for many 
years and helped to 
organize the Bay  
Area Choral Society, 
which became part of 
the Ilse Newell Concert 
Series.

Becky is survived 
by her husband, Frank 
Erwin Holtom; their 
three children, Kathryn 
(Tommy Robinson), 
Charles (Sherry) and 
Jonathan; grandchildren, 
Clark, Frank, Casey, 
Alexandria, Elliot 
and Eliza Holtom and 
Hannah Wintker; great-
grandchildren Hayden, 
Lilly, Elaine, Chance 
and Isaiah Holtom. She 
was the oldest of her 
siblings Clark Porter, 
Judyth Porter (Amy Jo 
and Loren), Debra Porter 
Byers (Julie, Pete, Chris 
and Bobby) Sharon Nolan 
and Glory Hanson. She 
was preceded in death 
by her parents and her 
“Mom” Betty O. (Klapp) 
Porter and brothers 
Mickey Maher and 
Michael Porter. She also 
wanted to acknowledge 

greatly loved family 
friend Tom Woods and 
close to her heart care-
giver Jennifer Harris 
Finch.

Becky was a loving 
and generous wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
aunt, sister and friend. 
She will be missed 
greatly by all who knew 
her, but most especially 
by her children who are 
proud to have been raised 
by the unique person we 
were fortunate enough to 
call “mom.”

A celebration of 
her life for family and 
friends will be held later 
this summer. In lieu of 
flowers, please make  
a donation in her name  
to The Ilse Newell  
Fund for Performing 
Arts; c/o Fran Edwards, 
PO Box 405, Eastpoint, 
FL 32328.

Bette Kay (Porter) Holtom

Bette Kay 
HOltOM



By Jeanne Savelle
Special to The Star

What does a Florida pan-
ther have in common with 
the New Orleans Saints or 
with a man who built and 
sold radio stations? Well, if 
you have the pleasure of vis-
iting the Bear Creek Feline 
Center just north of Panama 
City, you will meet Saint, the 
Florida panther who was 
born Feb. 7, 2010, the day 
the New Orleans Saints beat 
the Indianapolis Colts in Su-
per Bowl XLIV. The Saints 
rose from the destruction 
of Hurricane Katrina much 
as Saint is rising up from 
the near destruction of the 
Florida panther gene pool. 
Jim and Bertie Broaddus, 
who gave Saint his name, 
founded the Center with re-
sources provided from the 
sale of several radio stations 
they owned.

Saint now is 4 years old 
and has become part of a 
breeding program for con-
tinuing the gene pool of 
these magnificent animals. 
Would you like to see these 
cats up close? Well, you can. 
Since BCFC is not a zoo but 
a habitat for the animals, 
visitors can see these cats 
in a more intimate setting 
than in a zoo. BCFC is open 
to the general public by ap-
pointment only and offers 
volunteer opportunities as 
well. The Center, founded in 
2000, was grandfathered into 
the area as Panama City’s 
environs expanded. But not 
to worry, these cats are se-
curely housed. Just don’t 
poke your fingers into any 
cages.

Although Saint remains 
an ambassador of the Cen-
ter, a new smaller feline is to-
day taking more of the head-
lines. A jaguarundi is a small 
wild cat native to Central 
and South America, which is 
believed to have migrated up 
through Texas and perhaps 
as far as Florida. Jim and 
Bertie Broaddus recently 
raised one of these cats, 
Yoda, alongside their house 
cat, Obama. To see Yoda and 
Obama play is a bit unusual, 
and it seems Obama gets the 
upper hand most often. You 
can read more about Yoda’s 
upbringing in an article writ-
ten by Jim for the Feline 
Conservation Federation 
magazine in the May/June 
2013 issue: Jaguarundi Hus-
bandry: Keep An Eye On 
Your Coffee Cup! 

Apparently little Yoda 
likes a stiff cup in the 
morning.

Although his initial pas-
sion for extending the Flor-
ida panther gene pool grew 
into a larger mission of con-
servation and breeding of 
rescued and re-homed feline 
species, Jim has expanded 
the mission once again to 
include being the only center 
breeding jaguarundi in all of 
North America.

The center today houses 
24 cats ranging from the 
small Geoffrey’s cat to large 
panthers and cougars. Some 
of the resident species are: 
Siberian lynx, panthers/cou-
gars (puma), Geoffrey’s cat, 
and African servals. Jim’s 
“Florida Wildlife Treasures,” 
a unique feature of BCFC, 
include the bobcat, the pan-
thers, and the jaguarundi. 
BCFC is the only center na-
tionwide in which you can 
see these three species in 
one place. 

Although the sale of Jim’s 
radio stations provided the 
seed money to start the cen-
ter, of which he is the direc-
tor/founder, he has many 
other credentials, which 
include being a graduate of 
the Uni-
versity 
of Geor-
gia, a 
mem-
ber of 
Phi 
Kappa 
Phi So-
ciety, 
a free-
lance 
writer 
and 
mem-
ber 
of the 
Feline 
Conser-
vation 
Fed-
eration. 
He also 
holds 
cur-
rent li-
censes 
through 
the FF-
WCC, 
USDA 
and USDI (US Fish  
and Wildlife Service), all of 
which support this 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization.

Jim sees his successes 
in terms of the animals. He 
states that “with felines.... 
no doubt the successful 
breeding of the jaguarundi 
has been notable. The fact 
that these little brown cats 
were gifted to BCFC from 
Russia, Germany, Czech 
Republic, Netherlands is 
noteworthy. Our contacts in 
the Republic of Panama and 
with ANAM (their equiva-
lent to USF&W) is part of the 
networking that sets BCFC 
apart from the others.”

BCFC also offers volun-
teer as well as educational 
opportunities, both of which 
help educate and train to-
day’s young people to value 
and protect these threatened 
and endangered felines. This 
is one of their core missions. 

“We gained approval 
from the State Department 
of Education back in 2010 to 
offer instructional services 
to those who qualified under 
the provisions of the OJT/VR 
program. We had one gradu-
ate. The program is arduous 
so it takes a special person 
to pursue it through,” Jim 
Broaddus said.

Visiting at Thanksgiving  
is a particularly special 

time at BCFC. Walking into 
the center recently, I heard 
acoustic music, smelled tur-
key cooking and saw a couple 
of Native Americans selling 
handiwork and performing 
special ceremonies in honor 

of the day, 
the guests 
and the 
animals. It 
was such 
a lovely 
scene of ca-
maraderie 
and kind-
ness where 
all were 
welcome. 
My hus-
band and 
I brought 
soft drinks, 
while oth-
ers brought 
food, gifts or 
donations.

This 
wonder-
ful, annual 
Thanksgiv-
ing event 
is called 
The Ren-
dezvous. 
Jim gives 
the history: 
“The Ren-

dezvous was an out-growth 
of a traditional Thanksgiv-
ing gathering that we hosted 
while we were in the radio 
business. The DJ’s either 
had no homes, couldn’t af-
ford travel expenses or were 
on the air and couldn’t leave 
town on Thanksgiving Day. 
We fed them as was the cus-
tom, in keeping with the care 
and feeding of DJ’s ... giving 
’em $200 a week and all the 
records they can eat!” 

BCFC also has its share 
of celebrity visitors. Jim’s 
friend and BCFC supporter, 
Tim Thomas, attended the 
Thanksgiving Rendezvous 
to enjoy the festivities and to 
sign his new book. Tim pre-
sented his book DIDYANO? 
which was subsequently 
hand delivered to National 
Geographic in Washington 
DC. Tim, who has written 
and beautifully illustrated 
several children’s books 
promoting animal conserva-
tion, also helps Jim with his 
website.

Recently, Joel Sartore, 
National Geographic’s elite 
photographer, spent time at 
the center. Eight years ago, 
Joel began “Photo Ark,” 
a project to photograph 
about 6,000 captive spe-
cies of Earth’s assortment 
of animals. Now he’s more 
than halfway there, having 

catalogued 3,050 species in-
cluding the jaguarundis at 
BCFC. While at the Center 
in November 2013, Joel took 
a number of photographs 
including one of Yoda, show-
ing his photogenic face! You 
can see more of Joel’s work 
at www.joelsartore.com. For 
more recent news about 
BCFC and Joel Sartore, see 
also the latest issue of Fe-
line Conservation Federa-
tion Journal, which features 
the Bear Creek jaguarundi 
colony.

Very soon as you are driv-
ing from the Emerald Coast 
(Panama City going west) to 
the Forgotten Coast (Mexico 
Beach going east), you will 
be able to turn your radio 
dial to WECO – EcoRadio. 
You will hear Jim once again 
living the radio life. Last year 
when the FCC opened a fil-
ing window for Low Power 
FM Licenses (LPFM), Jim 
fell “off the wagon” as he 
puts it, and started up this 
new eco-station, He broad-
casts from the Center, where 
he was already participating 
by lending his efforts regard-
ing local weather. 

The acquisition of the 
LPFM station will enable 
BCFC to underwrite future 
budgets to sustain the cats 
residing at the Center. 

“The value of this new li-
cense, which permits us to 
reach out to tourists as they 
travel up and down the main 
North/South corridor with 
our message of conserva-
tion, is unique and exclu-
sive,” said Jim Broaddus.

The first EcoRadio work 
session was at 10 a.m. Feb. 
15 at BCFC. You can take the 
man away from the radio but 
you cannot take the radio out 
of the man.

When I asked Jim what 
keeps him awake at night, he 
said, “I realize that I am not 
in love with cats in cages. I 
would much prefer to see 
them range in wide-open 
spaces. I am bugged by peo-
ple who acquire wild felids 
as pets only to discard them 
midlife. We hear too often: 
Isn’t he cute or Oh, I want 

one. Keeping these cats in 
captivity is a 24/7/365 re-
sponsibility, for maybe 20-25 
years! I am horrified when 
I see pet fanciers, collectors 
and hoarders. They should 
be jailed.” 

When I asked him what 
keeps Bertie up at night, his 
reply was short: “Me!” 

Although Jim’s reply re-
garding collectors might be 
controversial to some, the 
passion that Jim and Ber-
tie share, and their dedica-
tion and love for the cats are 
undeniable. Their warmth 
towards the public in convey-
ing this important work is 
contagious. They might in-
deed be one small link in pre-
venting the extinction of the  
Florida panther as a species 
and in the long-term survival 

of each of the species in their 
care. 
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DOGS FOR DOGS

-4-
Saturday, July 5, 2014 11am - 1pm
$5.00 donation, 2 Hotdogs, Chips & Drink

850-227-9393
All proceeds go to the St. Joseph Humane

Society in Port St. Joe!!
Come out to the marina for lunch and

Adopt a pet today!
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Bertie Broaddus gets up close and personal with one of the cats that live at the 
Feline Center. 

Of radio, football 
and Florida panthers

fun facts
You might not know that the Florida panther 

was bred with the Texas cougar back in the 
1980s in an effort to save the species in Florida 
from extinction. The program was somewhat 
successful, though continued loss of habitat 
remains the largest threat to the panther’s  
long-term survival.

Did you know that some cats are picky eaters 
and prefer only raw chicken? Others eat deer 
and chicken. Hunters sometimes donate deer 
meat, but most meat for the cats is purchased 
from Steve Page, a local processor, who delivers 
50 gallon drums of carcasses, which are then 
trimmed and frozen.

Jim’s connection with National Geographic 
was made through Patrick Callahan, the big cat 
curator at the Cincinnati Zoo.

You can see all six of the BCFC jaguarondis by 
visiting the Center or on the 
live jaguarondi video cam 
at their facilities at www.
bearcreekfelinecenter.org.

jaguarundis

Jim Broaddus is co-owner of the Bear Creek Feline 
Center.

More info
The Bear Creek Feline 

Center is owned by Jim 
and Bertie Broaddus. It 
is about 18 miles north 
of Panama City off U.S. 
Highway 231.

Hours are by 
appointment only

Contact Information:
8822 Tracy Way, 

Panama City, FL 32404
850-722-9927
Email: jim@

bearcreekfelinecenter.org
Mission: To promote 

and protect “Florida 
Wildlife Treasures” and 
exotic felines. 

Long-Term Plans: To 
move the center to a larger 
range, build a school and 
promote eco-tourism.

The mission of the Feline 
Center is to promote and 
protect Florida wildlife 
and exotic felines.
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19 Years
of

Service!
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229-1324

Professional floor Care, inC.
residential and Commercial Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning

serving the entire Gulf Coast area
Ceramic Tile and Grout Cleaning

rVs - Cars - Trucks - Vans
24 Hour emergency Water extraction
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TO PLACE
YOUR AD
IN THE

TRADES AND
SERVICE
SECTION
CALL

MARCIA AT
227-7847
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Barlow Water Services
WELL

DRILLING
Deep or Shallow Wells
Pump Sales & Repair

VET
OWNED

(850) 639-9355
(850) 814-7454

STATE LICENSED & INSURED

Port St Joe Metal Recycling
Buyers of Aluminum Cans and other metals
Located 129 Trade Circle, phase 2 down from Sherwin Williams
Now offers free used appliance and scrap metal drop off behind our

building. No Garbage, wood, etc. only metal.
Drop off only, no take off. Metal theft is a crime.

Kirby Hutchinson 850-591-0833 45
18

27
5

to love or he’d be “banished 
for life.”

Lynn’s sister opened 
the gift Christmas Day and 
wasn’t immediately sure 
what to make of it. Didn’t 
quite smell like potpourri, 
she said, as she passed 
the jar to another sister to 
assess.

“It’s (poo),” the sis-
ter quickly said using the 
slightly more profane 
term.

And so it was on be-
tween Pierre and Lynn’s 
sister — a horse bridle gift-
ed to Pierre one holiday, as 
example.

“I told her, though, that 
she could never outdo me,” 
Pierre said.

This brings us to Lynn 
and Pierre’s recent excur-
sion to Cape San Blas for 
their marriage.

But first we back up a 
few weeks.

Lynn and Pierre were 
on a pre-wedding getaway. 
They were in a shop when 
they simultaneously spied 
an object on a shelf.

A horse head. The cos-
tume kind.

“We didn’t even have to 

say a word,” Pierre said. 
“I looked at Lynn and she 
looked at me and we just 
kind nodded ‘yeah.’ ”

They somehow man-
aged to find costume horse 
hooves before the wedding 
a few weeks ago and their 
plan was set.

“We thought this is go-
ing to be so awesome,” 
Lynn said.

The couple somehow 
managed to transport the 
contraband from Wiscon-
sin to Florida without any-
one being the wiser.

“I checked it all in my 
carry-on,” Pierre said with 
an echo of pride.

As the wedding party 
lined the beach in a recent 
afternoon glow, they await-
ed the groom’s arrival after 
Lynn had been walked to 
the beach by her sons.

And down the path came 
Pierre, or we’ll call him “Mr. 
Pierre,” horse head and 
hooves on, galloping like a 
horse while the DJ played 
the theme song to the “Mr. 
Ed” television show.

“All I could hear was my 
family roaring with laugh-
ter,” Lynn said. 

Pierre, inside the horse’s 
head, could only hear his 
breathing and given the 
building heat inside the 
thing, wondered whether 
he’d make the beach.

“It was so much fun,” 
Lynn said. “It was his way 
to get back at each and 
everybody.”

Pierre removed the 
head and hooves and the 
couple became man and 

wife. Afterward, Pierre  
said, “We all had a good 
giggle.”

“Some people think 
weddings are supposed to 
be reverent and a formal 
affair,” Pierre continued. 
“It’s not. It’s life and it’s 
fun. Have fun.”

The horse-capade was 
not the only secret unveiled 
on what turned into a very 
special family affair.

Lynn and Pierre wed as 
Lynn’s parents were cele-
brating their 50th wedding 
anniversary and one of her 
sisters was celebrating her 
25th.

Lynn, in secret, carried 
to Florida the knives used 
to cut wedding cakes 50 
and 25 years ago and the 
three couples cut the cake 
of celebration for Lynn and 
Pierre.

horse from page B1

courtesy of Debbie Hooper at joebay.com

Lynn and Pierre Ross.

researcher from page B1
the interaction between dif-
ferent species of the Spar-
tina plant and snails. 

To do this, she planted 
Spartina in the marsh and 
visits it regularly to collect ob-
servational data.

Her goal is to figure out 
which species of the plant 
may be more nutritional to 
snails while also attempting to 
learn why the Spartina tends 
to grow higher when near 
Juncus plants, also known as 
needle rush.

The two plants are natural 
competitors and Zerebecki 
hopes to find out if snails are 
making the difference. 

Snails often feed on the 
Spartina plants and it’s possi-
ble the Juncus keeps the crit-
ters away. It’s also possible 
that snails leave some of the 
plants higher so that they can 
climb them to escape preda-
tors or the tide.

For the second project, 
Zerebecki planted Spartina 
at 20 sites of differing tidal 
heights to test nutrient avail-
ability. She adds a different 
nutrient each month and 
takes samples to see how they 
are affected by the nitrogen in 
the air. 

Her goal is to see if one 

plant genotype might become 
rare or disappear completely 
in specific areas. 

Although Zerebecki said 
she doesn’t believe she will 
crack the case on this trip, she 
said her research eventually 

could be used to help save the 
wetlands, which are eroding. 
She said if one genetic ver-
sion of Spartina is more re-
silient to animals and nature, 
it could have much larger 
ramifications.

“It becomes important to 
think about how to restore 
the marshes,” Zerebecki said. 
“The plants can help us iden-
tify runoff issues and learn 
more about the colonization 
of invertebrates and insects.”

Since she stays at the  
Buffer Preserve Center while 
conducting research, Zere-
becki literally lives with her 
work. She only has a finite 
amount of time to do as much 
research as possible and 
when dealing with something 
like plants, they tend to keep 
their own schedule.

“Summer field research is 
a 24/7 thing,” Zerebecki said. 
“I think it’s better to live on-
site than commute. It helps 
you get more done.

“It’s hard when you know 
you have four months some-
where and you’re only one 
person.”

As interesting as the ex-
periments are for Zerebecki, 
she said that aside from hav-
ing a prime area where she 
can study, Gulf County as a 
whole is a great place to spend 
six months out of her year.

Zerebecki said that in her 
limited free time she enjoys 
spending time at the Indian 
Pass Raw Bar and the beach. 
Her goal this year is to take up 
paddle boarding. 

“I love it here. I like this 
area and the people are  
very nice,” Zerebecki said. 
“It’s kind of like having a fam-
ily away from my family.”

special to tHe star

Zerebecki hopes that her experiments with Spartina and Juncus may one day 
help to restore the wetlands, which currently are eroding. 

GCEC 
employees get 
certification, 
promotions

Special to The Star

Jim Vickers, manager 
of Military Affairs for Gulf 
Coast Electric Coopera-
tive, recently earned the 
Florida Department of 
Environmental Protec-
tion Program’s Class C 
Water Plant Operator 
License.

The mission of the 
Florida Operator Cer-
tification Program is to 
promote public health 
and safety, protect the 
environment and con-
serve Florida’s water 
resources by ensuring 
that all persons working 
in drinking water, water 
distribution and waste-
water meet the highest 
standards for certifica-
tion as determined by 
the rules and regulations 
of the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection under the 
guidelines of the United 
States Environmental 
Protection Agency.

In order to achieve li-
censure, Jim had to com-
plete a training course, 
as well as document 
2,080 hours of opera-
tional work experience 
before taking the state-
administered test.

Also, three GCEC 
employees recently re-
ceived promotions. 

Frank Bailey and 
Baylen Price were pro-
moted to the title of Line 
Technician Trainee II, 
while Chris Pippin was 
promoted to the title of 
Line Technician II.

Gulf Coast Electric 
Cooperative is part of 
the Touchstone Energy 
national alliance of local, 
consumer-owned elec-
tric cooperatives pro-
viding high standards 
of service to members 
large and small. 

About 75 employees 
serve about 20,000 me-
ters and 2,600 miles of 
line in Bay, Calhoun, 
Gulf, Jackson, Walton 
and Washington counties 
and in the municipalities 
of Wewahitchka, Ebro, 
Lynn Haven, White City, 
Fountain and Southport. 
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Trudie, who handles keyboard 
duties. 

Downs graduated from Port 
St. Joe High School in 1966 and 
was band director from 1991-
93. He now works as the chef 
instructor at J.R. Arnold High 
School in Panama City Beach.

Also from the area are the 
band’s guitarist, Clark Downs, 
and bassist, Charles Butler.

Downs said his love of big band 
music and entertaining goes back 
to his high school experience, 
when some schools actually had 
a dedicated stage band. Downs 
recalled that Port St. Joe was 
home to the Checkmates, formed 
and led by Larry Parker.

Parker knew Downs was in the 
school band and invited him to 
join the group, provided he had a 
keyboard. Downs quickly bought 
himself one and the Checkmates 
began to play local shows to make 
some extra money on the side. 
Downs recalled renting out the 
Centennial Building for just $25. 

The band put signs on the side 
of the road to advertise live music 
and charged $1 a head. Once 
inside, the crowd was treated to 
a barrage of Beatles covers and 
chart-topping hits of the time 
from the 1940s and ’50s.

Downs said after splitting 
the profits amongst the band 
members, it was the first $20 he 
ever earned as a professional 
musician.

 “St. Joe was more progressive 
when it came to music,” said 
Downs. “It gave us a chance 
to develop as musicians and  
turned out to be a good  

time to learn music.
“I can’t imagine not having 

music in my life.” 
As happens in the music 

industry, one gig led to another 
and soon Downs found himself 
working his way through college 
by playing music at night.

He spent five years playing 
with a 16-piece band called 
Swingset and four years with 
the Panama City Pops, where 
he mentored children in music 
between concerts.

Downs and Trudie founded Go 
Big or Go Home in 2009 when Gulf 
World owner Ron Hardy asked if 
Downs could put together a group 
for the park’s annual Christmas 
party. 

By reaching out to friends 
in the local music community, 
Downs was able to put together 
his group and a one-off show 
quickly became another and 
another and another.

Downs realized very quickly 
that he enjoyed playing for 
charitable causes and the group 
booked regular gigs playing for 
Gulf World, the American Heart 
Association, the Second Chance 
Prom and other events around 
Gulf and Bay counties. 

“If you’re in it for the money, 
it’s really hard dividing up money 
between 15 members,” Downs 
said. “But if you’re in it for the 
music, it’s a wonderful experience 
to play in a band like this.”

Downs said that since several 
of the group’s members are 
band directors at area schools 
or music ministers at churches, 
it makes keeping all 15 seats 

full easier than one might 
think. Students with a passion 
for music are often recruited 
to fill in as needed, making for 
a memorable experience for 
everyone involved.

“It’s a great opportunity 
for young people to play with 
us,” Downssaid “People need 
to support their local music 
programs. We’re always looking 
for new talent that all they need 
is their break.”

Currently, the band ranges in 
age from 13-66, with the youngest 
member being Mia Salaveria, 
a middle school student at  
Surfside Middle School in 
Panama City.

Downs was at a radio station 
when he heard Salaveria sing and 
knew she was a prime example 
of budding talent that would only 
grow better with experience.

“She’s someone who has talent 
way beyond where she should for 
her age,” said Downs. “She has 
this big voice you wouldn’t expect 
from a 13-year-old.”

When it comes to arranging 
covers from classic bands like 
Chicago; Earth, Wind and Fire; 
Tower of Power and Blood, Sweat 
and Tears, Downs believes it’s 
his five-piece horn section that 
really turns heads.

“In an age of digital 
instruments, we’re playing horn 
songs using actual horns,” Downs 
said. “When this band punches, it 
really punches.”

Downs said if the group 
is going to cover a song, it’s 

their mission to provide the 
best rendition possible and 
although it might take the group  
45 minutes to nail the final notes 
of a song in rehearsal, they pride 
themselves on giving a great 
performance.

“I want people to say,  
‘Wow, they’re playing the hard 
parts,’ ” Downs said. “It has to be 
a labor of love and we want you 
to flash back to where you were 
when first heard the song we’re 
playing.” 

To experience the flashback 
first hand, catch Go Big or Go 
Home when they visit Port 
St. Joe for the Fourth of July 
celebration.

photos special to the star

Founder Robin Downs pulls double duty between organ and 
horns, inspired by the big bands of the 1950s and ’60s.  
At left, The 15-piece big band Go Big or Go Home will  
play July 4 at George Core Park in Port St. Joe.

Health Department encouraging residential buildings to go smoke-free
Special to The Star

Smoke-free multiunit 
housing, a growing trend 
throughout the country, is 
making its way to Florida. 
Across the state, there are 
more than 500 smoke-free 
multiunit housing properties 
and 73,000 smoke-free units. 

“There’s a fear of alien-
ating resident smokers, 

but most communities that 
have taken the leap consider 
smoke-free housing an edge 
over the competition and 
have determined that there 
is a market for this product’ 
according to Chip Tatum, 
the former Government Af-
fairs Director for the Florida 
Apartment Association.

For property managers 
and landlords, smoke-free 

policies can have economic 
benefits. More than 80% of 
Floridians are non-smokers. 
Many people who do smoke 
do not permit smoking in 
their homes. Given these 
numbers, many proper-
ties have very successfully 
marketed their smoke-free 
policy as an amenity, not a 
restriction.  Smokefree poli-
cies can save money by elim-

inating the need to repair 
or replace carpeting, floors, 
fixtures, countertops or ap-
pliances damaged by burns 
or nicotine stains. At the end 
of a lease, smoke-free units 
require less turnover time 
due to fewer preparation and 
repainting needs. 

In one Florida survey of 
421 managers of smoke-free 
properties, 99.5 percent of 

the managers agreed that 
smoke-free policies do not 
hurt occupancy and 30.1 
percent believed that they 
increased occupancy. 

Tobacco smoke can move 
along air ducts, through 
cracks in the walls and floors, 
through elevator shafts, and 
along plumbing and electri-
cal lines affecting units that 
are nearby. Therefore, there 

are also numerous benefits 
for residents as tobacco 
smoke contains more than 
7,000 chemicals, hundreds 
of which are toxic and at 
least 70 known to cause 
cancer. Exposure, even for 
short periods of time, can be 
dangerous. 

For more information, 
visit tobaccofreeflorida.
com/smokefreehousing. 

✳ ✳ ✳
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95322S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY,
FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
Case No.: 2014-31CP

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
THOMAS EDWARD 
MCENIRY, JR. a/k/a 
THOMAS E. MCENIRY,
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

The administration of 
the Estate of Thomas 
Edward McEniry, Jr., 
a/k/a Thomas E. 
McEniry, Deceased, 
File Number 2014-
31CP, is pending in the 
Circuit Court for Gulf 
County, Florida, Pro-
bate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 1000 
Cecil G. Costin, Sr., 
Blvd., Port St. Joe, FL 
32456. The names and 
addresses of the Per-
sonal Represen- tative 
and the personal 
representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against dece-
dent’s estate, including 
unmatured, contingent 
or unliquidated claims, 
on whom a copy of this 
notice is served must 
file their claims with this 
court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent’s estate, in-
cluding unmatured, 
contingent or unliqui-
dated claims, must file 
their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO 
FILED WILL BE FOR-
EVER BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this Notice is 
June 26, 2014.

Personal
Representative:
Karen M. Diggs
9126 Robey Meadows 
Lane
Indianapolis, IN 46234

Attorney for Petitioner
J. Patrick Floyd
FL Bar No. 257001
Law Offices J. Patrick 
Floyd, Chtd.
408 Long Avenue
Port St. Joe, FL 32546
(850) 227-7413
June 26, July 3, 2014

95380S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 14TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 
AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.:
12 CA 000181

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A.,
Plaintiff,

VS.

EMMA MAE PLAIR, et 
al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO:
MARY RUTH RHODES
Last Known Address 
Unknown

TO:
UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF MARY RUTH RHO-
DES
Last known Address 
Unknown

YOU ARE NOTIFIED 
that an action for Fore-
closure of Mortgage on 
the following described 
property:

LOT 6, BLOCK 26, IN 
THE CITY OF PORT 
ST. JOE, FLORIDA, 
ACCORDING TO THE 
OFFICIAL PLAT 
THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE CLERK 
OF CIRCUIT COURT 
OF GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.

has been filed against 
you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy 
of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it, on 
Choice Legal Group, 
P.A., attorney for Plain-
tiff, whose address is 
P.O. BOX 9908, FT. 
LAUDERDALE, FL 
33310-0908 on or be-
fore July 14, 2014, a 
date which is within 
thirty (30) days after the 
first publication of this 
Notice in the (THE 
STAR) and file the orig-
inal with the Clerk of 
this Court either before 
service on Plaintiffs at-
torney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a 
default will be entered 
against you for the re-
lief demanded in the 
complaint.

If you are a person with 

a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P.O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least seven 
(7) days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711.

WITNESS my hand and 
the seal of this Court 
this 13t day of June, 
2014.

Rebecca Norris
as Clerk of the Court

by: BA Baxter
as Deputy Clerk
File No. 11-17791
June 26, July 3, 2014

95402S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT OF FLORIDA IN 
AND FOR FRANKLIN 
COUNTY
GENERAL JURISDIC-
TION DIVISION
CASE NO.
2010-CA-000403

BANK OF AMERICA, 
N.A,
Plaintiff,

vs.

RONALD M. WILLIAMS 
,ALICIA R. WILLIAMS, 
GRAMERCY PLANTA-
TION COMMERCIAL 
OWNERS` ASSOCIA-
TION, INC.; GRA-
MERCY PLANTATION 
OWNERS` ASSOCIA-
TION, INC.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to a 
Summary Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure 
entered April 29, 2014 
in Civil Case No. 2010-
CA-000403 of the Cir-
cuit Court of the SEC-

OND  Judicial Circuit in 
and for Franklin 
County, Apalachicola, 
Florida, wherein BANK 
OF AMERICA, N.A is 
Plaintiff and RONALD 
M. WILLIAMS , ALICIA 
R. WILLIAMS, GRA-
MERCY PLANTATION 
COMMERCIAL OWN-
ERS` ASSOCIATION, 
INC., GRAMERCY 
PLANTATION OWN-
ERS` ASSOCIATION, 
INC., are Defendants, 
the Clerk of Court will 
sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash at 
Franklin County Court-
house, 33 Market 
Street, Apalachicola, 
FL. 32320 in accord-
ance with Chapter 45, 
Florida Statutes  on the 
13th day of August, 
2014 at 11:00 AM on 
the following described 
property as set forth in 
said Summary Final 
Judgment, to-wit:

Lot 19, GRAMERCY 
PLANTATION, accord-
ing to the Plat thereof, 
recorded in Plat Book 
7, Page 16, of the Pub-
lic Records of Franklin 
County, Florida.

Any person claiming an 

interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens, must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Dated this 17th day of 
June,  2014.
CLERK OF
THE CIRCUIT COURT
Marcia M. Johnson
As Clerk of the Court

BY: Michele Maxwell
Deputy Clerk
13-04551-3
June 26, July 3, 2014

95430S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 14TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 
AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION:
CASE NO.:
23-2008-CA-000401

AURORA LOAN
SERVICES, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.

ANNE ANDERSON 
A/K/A ANNE D. HEN-
DERSON; BAYSIDE 
SAVINGS BANK; REX 
H. ANDERSON; JOHN 
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125 Venus Drive
(off Garrison Ave)

Port St. Joe, FL 32456

(850) 227-7451
TTY Acs 711.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.

PINE RIDGE LTD.

1 Bedroom Apartment for rent
Family apartment community

income guidelines apply
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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850-697-5300

314 St. James Avenue

Carrabelle, Florida

The Forgotten Coast
1. 42-2 Carlton, Lanark, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, furnished 

$550.00 mo.

2. 39-5 Holland, Lanark, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, furnished,  w/d, 

fenced yard $525.00 mo.

3. 24-3 Pine St, Lanark, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, unfurnished 

$450.00 mo.

4. 39-1 Carlton, 1 bedroom, 1 bath, furnished, carport 

$650.00 mo. incl. utilities

 5. 234 Peggy Lane, Carrabelle, 2 bedroom, 2 baths, garage, 

close to beach $1400.00 mo.

6. 202 1st St NE, Carrabelle, 5 bedroom, 2 baths, unfurnished 

$1000.00 mo.

7. 25-2 Pine St., Lanark, 1 bedroom, 1 bath, furnished 

$550.00 mo.

8. 2626 Craig St. 3 bedroom, 2 baths $1000.00 mo.

9. 811 Three Rivers Rd. 1 bedroom, 1 bath, on water, deep 

water dock, garage, fenced yard, parking $1000.00 mo.

10. 39-2 Carlton, 3 bedroom, 1 bath, furnished, Lanark Village 

$750.00 mo.

Please call 850-697-5300 
to set up an appointment to let our friendly 

staff show you these properties!!!
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Cyndy's Home 
Cleaning 

Let me help you! 
Cleaning 

Home Management

Personal Shopper

Organizer 

Pet Care

(850) 502-7006
cyndylynne_79@yahoo.com

4
5
1
0
1
6
1

4
5
1
8
4
2
2

The MainStay Suites is 
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 

Guest Service Agent 

Full Time Position Thursday to 
Sunday  3:00 PM to 11:00PM

Candidates must be able 
to work weekends and 

holidays, dependability is 
a must!  If you have an eye 
for detail and a passion for 

service, we want you! 

 Please apply in person at 
the address below.  

  Inquire about benefits 
package. 

E.O.E, D.F.W.P.

MainStay Suites 
3951 E. Hwy 98 

Port St. Joe Fl, 32456

4518418

EXPERIENCED
MAINTENANCE PERSON

to do grounds and
maintenance on a
 51 unit apartment

community. 
Must have experience in 

painting, general carpentry, basic 
plumbing, electrical and appliance repair. 

HVAC preferred, but not required.
Knowledge in ground keeping.

Must be able to pass a background check,
have their own tools,

and valid driver’s license. 

Pick up application at:

125 Venus Dr, Port St. Joe
or call 850-227-7451

Office Hours: Mon. 1-5,
 Tues, Wed, Thurs. 9-5,

 Closed on Fridays.
This institution is an

equal opportunity provider and employer. 

NOW HIRING

 PINE RIDGE 
APARTMENTS

Hospitality

Career Opportunities:
Seasonal Inspector-

Destin/PCB/Pensacola/Perdido Key
Guest Services Agent -

Destin/Pensacola/PCB/Port St. Joe
Maintenance Tech - Destin/FWB/PCB
C.A.M. - Association Management -

Destin/PCB/Port St. Joe
Night Auditor - PCB/Destin/Perdido Key

Property Manager - PCB
Common Area Cleaner - Destin

Accounting Clerk - Association Management 
Destin

General Manager - Travels from Port St Joe, 
FL to Fair Hope, AL

Please email resume to HR@GoSouthern.com
Web ID#: 34293654

DOE; JANE DOE; IN 
POSSESSION OF THE 
SUBJECT PROPERTY,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to Fi-
nal Judgment of Fore-
closure dated the SO 
day of June, 2014, and 
entered in Case No. 
23-2008-CA-000401, of 
the Circuit Court of the 
14TH Judicial Circuit in 
and for Gulf County, 
Flonda, wherein AU-
RORA LOAN SER-
VICES, LLC is the 
Plaintiff and ANNE AN-
DERSON A/K/A ANNE 
D. HENDERSON & 
REX ANDERSON 
BAYSIDE SAVINGS 
BANK REX H. AN-
DERSON & ANNE AN-
DERSO JOHN DOE; 
and JANE DOE IN 
POSSESSION OF THE 
SUBJECT PROPERTY 
are defendants. The 
Clerk of thi Court shall 
sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash at 
the, FRONT LOBBY of 
THE GULF COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, 1000 
5TH STREET, PORT 
ST. JOE, FL 32456, 
11:00 AM 23rd day of 
October, 2014 the fol-
lowing described prop-
erty as set forth in said 
Final Judgment, to wit:

EXHIBIT A

Commence at a con-
crete monument mark-
ing the Northwest cor-
ner of Section 7, Town-
ship 9 South, Range 11 
West, Gulf County, 
Florida, and thence run 
North 00 degrees 03 
minutes 58 seconds 
East along the West 
boundary of Section 6, 
Township 9 South, 
Range 11 West, a dis-
tance of 1340.95 feet to 
a concrete monument 
marking the intersec-
tion with the Westerly 
right-of-way boundary 
of County Road No. 
30-E, thence run South 
23 degrees 26 minutes 
00 seconds East along 
said right-of-way 
boundary 1582.86 feet 
to the Point of Beginn-
ing. From said Point of 
Beginning continue 
South 23 degrees 26 
minutes 00 seconds 
East 57.00 feet to a 
concrete monument, 
thence run South 66 
degrees 33 minutes 42 
seconds West 400.00 
feet, thence run North 
23 degrees 26 minutes 
00 seconds West 57.00 
feet, thence run North 
ee degrees 33 minutes 
42 seconds East 
400.00 feet to the Point 
of Beginning. Lying 
and being in Section 7, 
Township 9 South, 
Range 11 West, Gulf 
County, Florida.

ALSO:

Commence at a con-
crete monument mark-
ing the Northwest cor-
ner of Section 7, Town-
ship 9 South, Range 11 
West, Gulf County, 
Florida, and thence run 
North 00 degrees 03 
minutes 58 seconds 
East along the West 
boundary of Section 6, 
Township 9 South, 
Range 11 West, a dis-
tance of 1340.95 feet to 
a concrete monument 
marking the intersec-
tion with the Westerly 
right-of-way boundary 
of County Road No. 
30-E, thence run South 
23 degrees 26 minutes 
00 East along said 
right-of-way boundary 
1639.86 feet to a con-
crete monument for the
Point of Beginning. 
From said Point of Be-
ginning continue South 
23 degrees 26 minutes 
00 seconds East 2.50 
feet to a State Road 
concrete monument 
marking a point of 
curve to the left, thence 
run Southeasterly 
along said right-of-way 
boundary and along 
said curve with a radius 
of 11426.79 feet thru a 
central angle of 00 de-
grees 04 minutes 04 
seconds for an arc dis-
tance of 13.50 feet, the 
chord of said arc being’ 
South 23 degrees 28 
minutes 40 seconds 
East 13.50 feet, thence 
run South 66 degrees 
33 minutes 42 seconds 
West 400.01 feet, 
thence run North 23 
degrees 26 minutes 00 
seconds West 16.00 
feet, thence run North 
66 degrees 33 minutes 
42 seconds East 
400.00 feet to the Point 
of Beginning. Lying 
and being in Section 7, 
Township 9 South, 
Range 11 West, Gulf 
County, Florida.

4.00 FOOT PEDES-
TRIAN EASEMENT:

Commence at a con-
crete monument mark-
ing the Northwest cor-
ner of Section 7, Town-
ship 9 South, Range 11 
West, Gulf County, 
Florida, and thence run 
North 00 degrees 03 
minutes 58 seconds 
East along the West 
boundary of Section 6, 
Township 9 South, 
Range 11 West, a dis-
tance of 1340.95 feet to 
a concrete monument 
marking the intersec-
tion with the Westerly 
right-of-way boundary 
of County Road 30-E, 
thence run South 23 
degrees 26 minutes 00 
seconds East along 
said right-of-way 
boundary 1582.86 feet, 
thence run South 66 
degrees 33 minutes 42 
seconds West 400.00 
feet to the Point of Be-
ginning. From said 
Point of Beginning con-
tinue South 66 degrees 
33 minutes 42 seconds 
West 134.67 feet, 
thence run South 69 
degrees 35 minutes 48 
seconds West 299.52 
feet to the approximate 
mean high water line of 
the Gulf of Mexico, 
thence run South 19 

degrees 51 minutes 09 
seconds East 4.00 feet, 
thence run North 69 
degrees 35 minutes 48 
seconds East 299.66 
feet, thence run North 
66 degrees 33 minutes 
42 seconds East 
134.78 feet, thence run 
North 23 degrees, 26 
minutes 00 seconds 
West 5.00 feet to the 
Point of Beginning.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P. O Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least seven 
(7) days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711.

Dated this 25th day of 
June,  2014

Rebecca Norris
Clerk of  Circuit Court

By: B. A. Baxter
Deputy Clerk

Choice Legal Group, 
P.A.
P.O. Box 9908
Fort Lauderdale, FL
33310-0908
Phone:(954) 453-0365
Fax: (954) 771-6052
Toll Free:
1-800-441-2438

DESIGNATED PRI-
MARY E-MAIL FOR 
SERVICE PURSUANT 
TO FLA. R. JUD. AD-
MIN 2.516: eservice@ 
clegalgroup.com
08-42167
July 3, 10, 2014

95448S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
Case No.: 17-94-CA
Division :

JOHN E. MITCHELL 
and DIANNE MITCH-
ELL,
Husband and Wife,
Plaintiffs,

vs.

DAVID G. MOELLER, if 
living, and if dead, then 
to his unknown heirs at 
law, legatees, devisees 
or grantees, and JAC-
QUELINE MOELLER, if 
living, and if dead, then
to her unknown heirs at 
law, legatees, devisees 
or grantees,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

To:
DAVID G. MOELLER, if 
living, and if dead, then 
to his unknown heirs at 
law, legatees, devisees 
or grantees, whose last 
known address is 215 
Burntside Drive, Minne-
apolis, MN 55422
And JACQUELINE 
MOELLER, if living, and 
if dead, then to her un-
known heirs at law, leg-
atees, devisees or 
grantees, whose last 
known address is 215 
Burntside Drive, Minne-
apolis, MN 55422

And ALL OTHERS 
WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN:

YOU ARE NOTIFIED of 
the institution of this ac-
tion by the Plaintiffs 
seeking reformation of 
a deed to the following 
described real property 
in Gulf County, Florida, 
to-wit:

An undivided 50% in-
terest in Lot 39, less 
and except the West 
150 feet of the South 
81.54 feet and South 
20 feet, and

Commencing at the 
Northwest corner of 
said Tract 39; thence 
along the North line of 
said Tract 39, North 69 
degrees 45 minutes 05 
seconds East, 150.00 
feet; thence South 20 
degrees 14 minutes 55 
seconds East, 20.00 
feet to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING; thence 
North 69 degrees 45 
minutes 05 seconds 
East, 39.14 feet; thence 
South 65 degrees 14 
minutes 55 seconds 
East, 86.99 feet to a 
point on a line parallel 
with and 20.00 feet 
North of the South line 
of said Tract 39; thence 
along said parallel line, 
South 69 degrees 44 
minutes 03 seconds 
West, 100.65 feet to a 
point on a line parallel 
with and 150.00 feet 

East of the West line of 
said Tract 39; thence 
along said parallel line, 
North 20 degrees 14 
minutes 55 seconds 
West, 61.54 feet to the 
POINT OF BEGINN-
ING. Said lands con-
taining 0.10 acre, more 
or less.

has been filed against 
you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy 
of your written de-
fenses, if any, to 
Thomas S. Gibson, 
Rish, Gibson & Scholz, 
P.A., 116 Sailor’s Cove 
Drive, P. O. Box 39, 
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32457, on or before Au-
gust 01st 2014, and file 
the original with the 
Clerk of this Court, ei-
ther before service on 
Plaintiffs’ attorney or 
immediately thereafter, 
or a default will be en-
tered against you for 
the relief demanded in 
the complaint.

WITNESS my hand and 
seal of this Court on 
the  26th day of June. 
2014.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF COURT
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk
File No. 15250207
July 3, 10, 17, 24, 2014

99435S
GULF COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS:  2014-25

AMBULANCE SERVICE

The Gulf County Board 
of County Commis-
sioners requests pro-
posals from qualified 
firms or individuals for 
operation of the Gulf 
County ambulance 
service.

The County is seeking 
proposals for:

Operation of ambu-

lance service to the 
current capacity cur-
rently served in Gulf 
County.

Sealed proposals for 
full operation of the 
existing ambulance 
service provided to the 
citizens of Gulf County 
will be received at the 
Gulf County Clerk of 
Courts office, Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd, Room 149, 
Port St. Joe, FL 32456 
until 4:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, August 1, 2014. 
Proposals will be 
opened on Monday, 
August 4, 2014 at 10:00 
a.m. at the same loca-
tion.

Gulf County seeks a 
solution to replace the 
existing ambulance 
service with a private or 
not-for-profit organiza-
tion.

Gulf County seeks “A 
Single Vendor Solution” 
and prefers the Vendor 
to provide turnkey re-
sponsibility for all ad-
vanced, basic and 
non-emergency ser-
vices needed and cur-
rently provided, and to 
provide a single 
monthly billing state-
ment and dispute reso-
lution for all related ser-
vices.

Gulf County requires 
that any organization 
have the capability to 
service remote loca-
tions with the same fea-
tures and functionality 
as the current opera-
tion provided by Gulf 
County EMS. Each lo-
cation should be able 
to access all the fea-
tures and functionality 
available at the main 
site located in Port St. 
Joe.  The vendor must 
verify that any premise 
equipment required to 
support that service is 
already in place or 
must provide the addi-
tional equipment re-
quired.

A Pre-bid conference 
and tour of facilities will 
be held Wednesday, 
July 16th,  2014 at 
10:00 AM. The confer-
ence will begin at the 
Robert M. Moore Ad-
ministration Building, 
Board Room, 1000 
Cecil G. Costin, Sr. 
Blvd, Port St. Joe, FL 
32456.

Bidders may acquire 
Bid Packages and Ad-
dendums from the Gulf 
County Clerk’s Office, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd, Port St. Joe, 
FL 32456 or they may 
acquire the RFP docu-
ment from the Gulf 
County Website www. 
gulfcounty-fl.gov.   Pro-
posals shall be submit-
ted in a sealed enve-
lope, shall contain the 
full name of the person, 
agency or company 
submitting the pro-
posal, and bid enve-
lopes shall be marked: 
Sealed Bid:  Gulf 
County EMS Service, 
RFP #2014-25.  Further 
information can be ob-
tained from or any 
questions in regard to 
this RFP need to be ad-
dressed to Brett Lowry 
at in writing to blowry@ 
gulfcounty-fl.gov.

The Board of County 
Commissioners re-
serves the right to re-
ject any or all bids.

Gulf County is an 
Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer and a Drug-Free 
Workplace.

/s/ Ward McDaniel, 
Chairman

Attest: /s/ Rebecca L. 
Norris, Clerk
July 3, 10, 2014

99223S
NOTICE
OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that US Bank 
Custodian for TLCF, 
2012A, LLC the holder 
of the following Tax 
Certificate, has filed 
said certificate for a tax 
deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate 
number and year of is-
suance, the description 
of the property, and the 
names in which it was 
assessed are as fol-
lows:

Tax Sale Certificate No.
556
Application No.
2014-32
Date of Issuance:
May 31, 2012
R.E. No: 02432-000R

Description of Property:

COMMENCE at a con-
crete monument set by 
John E. Pennel, Regis-
tered Florida Land Sur-
veyor, at the NW. Cor-
ner of NE 1/4 of the NE 
1/4 of Section 25, 
Township 4 South, 
Range 10 West, and 
run South along the 
West line of NE 1/4 of 
the NE 1/4 for 264.15 
feet to a point on the 
Northern right of way 
line of State Road 22, 
for a POINT OF BEGIN-
NING.  From this 
POINT OF BEGINN-
ING, extend a line 
North along the West 
line of  the NE 1/4 of 
NE 1/4 of Section 25, 
Township 4 South, 
Range 10 West, for 
210.00 feet; then turn 
right 90 degrees for 
202.34 feet to a point 
on the Northern right of 
way line of State Road 
22, then turn right and 
extend a line Westerly 
along said Northern 
right of way line for 
210.36 feet to the 
POINT OF BEGINN-
ING.  Being an area of 
one acre, more or less, 
in Section 25, Town-
ship 4 South, Range 10 
West, City of Wewa-
hitchka, Florida.

Name in which as-
sessed: Thomas L. 
Semmes, ET AL.

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida at 11:00 AM, 
E.T., Wednesday, the 
16th day of July, 2014. 
Dated this 10th day of 
June, 2014.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

By: Donna L. Ray,
Deputy Clerk
June 12, 19, 26
July 3, 2014

99493S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 14-CP-24

IN RE:
ESTATE OF JOHN
VIRGIL GILMORE, JR.
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

The administration of 
the estate of John Virgil 
Gilmore, Jr., decease, 
whose date of death 
was June 29, 2012, is 
pending in the Circuit 
Court for Gulf County, 
Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of 
which is 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin Sr. Blvd., Port St 
Joe, FL 32456. The 
names and addresses 
of the personal repre-
sentative and the per-
sonal representative’s 
attorney are set forth 
below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against dece-
dent’s estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is 
required to be served 
must file their claims 
with this court WITHIN 
THE LATER OF 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 

THIS NOTICE OR 30 
DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE OF 
A COPY OF THIS NO-
TICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent’s estate must 
file their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLOR-
IDA PROBATE CODE 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

N O T W I T H S TA N D I N G  
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this notice is 
July 3, 2014.

Personal
Representative:
Ruby Ruth Gilmore
507 Garrison Avenue
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Kimberly L. King,
Attorney
FL Bar No. 0593011
KING & WOOD, P.A.
1701 Hermitage Blvd.
Suite 104
Tallahassee, FL 32308
Phone: (850)580-7711
Fax: (850)205-4501
E-Mail: kimking@king 
andwoodlaw.com
Secondary E-Mail:
e s e r v i c e @ k i n g a n d  
woodlaw.com
July 3, 10, 2014

HAVANESE PUPS
AKC Home Raised. 

Best Health 
Guar.262-993-0460

www.noahslittleark.com

Highland View 238 
Marlin St. Sat July 5th

9a-3p
Huge Indoor 
Garage Sale

Rain or Shine. Lots of 
Tools, Sporting Goods, 
Household Items, Fur-
niture, Washer & Dryer, 
Refrigerator, & More.

Text FL93706 to 56654

GUN SHOW
July 5 & 6

Nat’l Peanut Fest. Bldg.
5622 US Hwy 231 S
Dothan, Alabama

OVER 275 TABLES
Saturday 9-5pm
Sunday 10-4pm

Info: 334-279-9895
Text FL92777 to 56654

Wanted Hunt Club 
Member

on 2000 Acres Near 
Port St. Joe, Still Hunt 
Fee $450-$500/ Per 
Year. Call John Miller 

@227-5052

Education

Early Head Start 
Family Advocate

This position will colla-
boratively with our 
Early Head Start prog-
ram in a social services 
capacity. Qualified ap-
plicants must possess 
a BA/BS degree in hu-
man or social services 
field. Excellent commu-
nication and organiza-
tional skills, as well as 
the ability to work with 
families from diverse 
backgrounds are requi-
red. Excellent benefits 
package! Apply at 
Early Education and 
Care, Inc. 450 Jenks 
Avenue, Panama City, 
Florida 32401 EOE 
M/F/V/D DFWP

WebID#: 34293147
Text FL93147 to 56654

Education

Infant/Toddler
Caregivers

This position provide 
quality early care and 
education to children 
age 0-3 years. CDA 
plus training and expe-
rience in working with 
young children ac-
cepted along with the 
willingness to receive 
additional training. Pay 
scale: $10.10-$12.70, 
plus excellent benefits 
package! Apply at 
Early Education and 
Care, Inc., 450 Jenks 
Avenue, Panama City, 
Florida 32401 EOE 
M/F/V/D  DFWP

WebID#: 34293148
Text FL93148 to 56654

Hospitality

Housekeeping 
Inspector

PT weekend position. 
Apply in person Thurs 
-Mon 4693 Cape San 
Blas Rd

Web Id 34291812

Hospitality

Housekeeping
Part Time weekend 
help needed for all po-
sitions, apply in person, 
4693 Cape San Blas 
Rd or 1200 Hwy 98 
Mexico Beach

Web Id 34291811

Food Services

Dietary Cook
Looking for a little more 
creativity, challenge, 
and growth opportunity 
in your workday? Didn’t 
think it was possible? 
Might be time to recon-
sider.

At Signature Health-
CARE, our team mem-
bers are permitted - no, 
encouraged- to employ 
their talents and abili-
ties to solve problems. 
Our culture is built on 
three distinct pillars: 
Learning, Spirituality 
and Intra-preneurship. 
But this isn’t just hollow 
corporate sloganeer-
ing. Each pillar has its 
own staff and initia-
tives, ensuring that our 
unique culture perme-
ates the entire organi-
zation.

Oh, by the way, we’re 
an elder care com-
pany. Our mission? To 
radically change the 
landscape of long-term 
care forever.

We’re currently hiring 
for the position of Die-
tary Cook. If this 
sounds like the right fit 
for you, give us a call 
or shoot an email to 
tblackwell@shccs.com

We are offering a $300 
sign on bonus for

experienced cooks.
WEB ID 34293032

Medical/Health

CNA’s
Looking for a little more 
creativity, challenge, 
and growth opportunity 
in your workday? Didn’t 
think it was possible? 
Might be time to recon-
sider.

At Signature Health-
CARE, our team mem-
bers are permitted - no, 
encouraged- to employ 
their talents and abili-
ties to solve problems. 
Our culture is built on 
three distinct pillars: 
Learning, Spirituality 
and Intra-preneurship. 
But this isn’t just hollow 
corporate sloganeer-
ing. Each pillar has its 
own staff and initia-
tives, ensuring that our 
unique culture perme-
ates the entire organi-
zation.

Oh, by the way, we’re 
an elder care com-
pany. Our mission? To 
radically change the 
landscape of long-term 
care forever.

We’re currently hiring 
for position of CNA’s If 
this sounds like the 
right fit for you, give us 
a call or shoot email to 
tblackwell@shccs.com

**We are offering
a $1,000 sign on
bonus for CNAs

WEB ID 34293033

Medical/Health

Scheduler
Looking for a little more 
creativity, challenge, 
and growth opportunity 
in your workday? Didn’t 
think it was possible? 
Might be time to recon-
sider.

At Signature Health-
CARE, our team mem-
bers are permitted - no, 
encouraged- to employ 
their talents and abili-
ties to solve problems. 
Our culture is built on 
three distinct pillars: 
Learning, Spirituality 
and Intra-preneurship. 
But this isn’t just hollow 
corporate sloganeer-
ing. Each pillar has its 
own staff and initia-
tives, ensuring that our 
unique culture perme-
ates the entire organi-
zation.

Oh, by the way, we’re 
an elder care com-
pany. Our mission? To 
radically change the 
landscape of long-term 
care forever.

We’re currently hiring 
for the position of 
Scheduler. If this 
sounds like the right fit 
for you, give us a call 
or shoot an email to 
tblackwell@shccs.com

WEB ID 34293015

PSJ Warehouse Space 
For Rent. 1000sf, With 
Office Space & 
Bathroom. $600 month.
Lctd.@ 228 Cessna Dr.
Unit can be combined 
if tenant needs more 
space 850-238-7080

Port St Joe
Commercial/
Residential

Rental 2Bd 1.5Ba
Efficiancy; short term 
6 Mo, $1500 incl util 
or long term 12 Mo. 
@ $1,100 plus utili-
ties Location! 2 min-
utes to St. Joe Bay, 
beaches, river and 
down town Port St. 

Joe 850-229-8014 or 
850-258-4691 Cell

Text FL92003 to 56654

White City Clean 3/2
House! Nice updates + 
small yard. Long term 
lease, Close to public 
boat ramp! 635 + Dep, 
(850) 329-0543

In Wewa
RV for Rent

$140/week. + 
$140/dep. Great for 1-2 
people. Includes water, 
sewage, electric & WIFI 
850-639-5721
Text FL82785 to 56654

2 Bedroom Beach 
Cottage For Sale

Port St Joe Beach, on 
first block off beach. 
Call 850-527-5670

HUMMER H2 SUV 
2006

Excellent Condition, 
Original Owner,

97K Mi, 
Black/Wheat, AWD 
Sunroof, Chrome 

Wheels, All Books, 
Keys & Records.
Ultimate Off Road 
SUV $21,995 Call 

Rich
Located in PSJ
502/649-1520

Gulf Coast Alarm, 
LLC

Residential / 
Commercial Alarms
FL Lic EC13004293

850-648-5484

Creamer’s Tree 
Service

Call Jason @ 
(850)832-9343

Buy it! 
Classified.

Make your move
to the medium

that’s your number
one source of 

information about
homes for sale! 

For all your hous-
ing needs - con-
sult Classified -
when it’s time

to buy, 
it’s the resource
on which to rely.

These tiny ads
sell, hire, rent
and inform for
thousands of
families each

week. Let a little
Classified ad do a

big job for you.
Emerald Coast

Marketplace 
747-5020
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