
50¢F o r  b r e a k i n g  n e w s ,  v i s i t  w w w . s t a r f l . c o m

Subscribe to The Star

800-345-8688
For your hometown paper 

delivered to your home!

Real Estate Ad deadline is Thursday 11 a.m. ET

Legal ad deadline is Friday 11 a.m. ET

Display ad deadline is Friday 11 a.m. ET 227-1278

Classifi ed deadline is Monday 5 p.m. ET 747-5020

TABLE OF CONTENTS

quote
quote id

quote name

JUMP —— From Page 6A

From page 6A

Subscribe
to The Star

Call 227-1278
For your

hometown paper 
delivered to your home!

Opinions 4A

Letters to the Editor 5A

Sports 10A

Society News 2-3B

Obituaries  4B

Church News  5B

Law Enforcement 8B

School News 10B

Legals 11B

Classifieds  12-13B

Trades & Services 14B

Index A Freedom Newspaper

Real Estate Advertising Deadline
Thursday 11:00 am ET

Display Advertising Deadline
Friday 11:00 am ET

227-1278
Classified Line-Advertising Deadline

Monday 5:00 pm ET

747-5020

xxxx
xxxxxxx

1B

Visit the star online at www.starfl.com

XXXXX
XXXXXX

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1937YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1937

the Star

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

With a hoot of cheers from 
spectators last Thursday 
morning, roughly two hours 
after workers began, the 
Cape San Blas Lighthouse 
ascended to its position as the 
highest point in Port St. Joe.

The 91-foot, 60-ton 
structure was raised from 
its side to its rightful stature 
standing sentinel in George 
Core Park as three cranes 
and more than a dozen 
workers skillfully and without 
event put the lighthouse on 
its new foundation along the 
waterfront in Port St. Joe.

“It’s surreal,” said 
Charlotte Pierce of the St. 
Joseph Historical Society 
which has worked for more 

BOCC 
raises 

tentative 
millage

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 | @PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

The Board of County Commis-
sioners set a tentative millage 
rate last week that was over four-
tenths of a mill higher than the 
current millage.

Remaining in the budget to 
this point is a 5-cent increase in 
county gas taxes as commission-
ers aim to lessen the property tax 
burden from the Public Works 
budget.

Taxing bodies have until Aug. 
1 to submit a tentative millage 
to the Property Appraiser. The 
tentative millage is the number 
on the Truth in Millage (TRIM) 
notices property owners receive, 
though it does not necessarily re-
fl ect the millage rate fi nalized in 
September.

The tentative millage rate is 
6.9936, up .4328 mills.

A mill represents $1 for every 
$1,000 in assessed property value. 
For the BOCC, each mill is worth 

BOCC 
approves 

addition to 
bed tax

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

County offi cials are hoping to 
build it and watch them come.

The Board of County Com-
missioners last Thursday unani-
mously approved adding an ad-
ditional penny to the county bed 
tax beginning Oct. 1 in order to 
facilitate the addition, through 
expansion of existing facilities 
and new construction, of sports 
fi elds to the Tourist Development 
Council inventory.

The additional cent, which 
still must be approved by formal 
resolution of the BOCC, would 
bring the TDC bed tax collection 
to fi ve cents.

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl.com

The Gulf County Tourist 
Development Council mar-
keting committee met on 
Monday to discuss strate-
gies for the upcoming fi scal 
year – but most of all talked 
trash.

Executive director Jen-
nifer Jenkins said that while 
she had hired seven season-
al employees at the TDC, 
three of them were focused 
on handling the trash build-
ing up in public trash cans 

and on the beaches them-
selves, the largest problem 
area being Cape San Blas.

The TDC beach main-
tenance technician roles 
were created to empty trash 
cans at parks, do upkeep 
work on walkovers and pro-
vide maintenance to public 
restrooms.

According to Jenkins, 
there isn’t time for anything 
but trash hauling. She said 
that currently, three em-
ployees are spending 40 
hours a week just on refuse 
disposal and another em-
ployee is dedicated 20 hours 

per week.
The beach maintenance 

crews are now hauling trail-
ers behind their trucks to al-
low adequate room for trash 

transportation.
“I’ve never seen this 

many people here,” said 

Tourist Development Council committee talks trash

COURTESY OF JEFF ROSS

TDC beach maintenance technicians are hauling 
450-900 pounds of trash from public areas each day 
around Gulf County.See TRASH A7
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The closer to the fi nish 
line the more dire fi nan-
cial circumstances have 
become for the Port St. Joe 
Port Authority.

And whether a $60,000 
a year commitment over 
two years, at interest, from 
the Board of County Com-
missioners will relieve that 
situation remained unclear 
last week after special 
meetings by both boards.

In fact, the fi nal motions 
passed by the Port Authori-
ty last Wednesday, to accept 
the BOCC offer and ask for 
an additional $80,000 were 
never discussed by the 
BOCC the following day.

In reaffi rming the 
$60,000 commitment the 
BOCC released the mon-
ey immediately to a Port 
Authority that is at least 
$80,000 in arrears on debt 
now.

The money is coming 
from a fund established for 
the county Industrial Park 
and which can only be used 
for economic development.

Commissioner Warren 
Yeager told his fellow com-
missioners, without provid-
ing a reason, that he would 
“see if I can fi nd” some 
additional funds to make 
available over the “next 
couple of years.” 

Yeager, Commissioner 
Joanna Bryan and county 
attorney Jeremy Novak at-
tended the Port Authority 

meeting the previous day.
After nearly two hours 

of debate on whether the 
Port Authority should ac-
cept the county’s loan or 
enter into an agreement 
with a private lender who 
responded to an advertise-
ment for proposals on a line 
of credit, Eugene Raffi eld 
made the motion to accept 
the BOCC proposal but ask 
that it to be raised.

“I move we accept and 
ask for an extra $20,000,” 
Raffi eld said, adding that 
he believed the BOCC 
could meet that number by 
taking it out of money from 
the former Gulf County 
Economic Development 
Alliance, Inc.

The EDA reimbursed 
the county some $46,000, 
which last week was put in 
reserves.

“I guess we’ll fi nd out if 
the county is going to sup-
port us or axe us,” Raffi eld 
said.

Novak suggested the 
motions, to accept the of-
fer and ask for more, be 
separated.

Last week’s meet-
ing was the conclusion of 

months of communication 
between the BOCC and 
Port Authority regarding 
the progress toward dredg-
ing the shipping channel 
and the Authority’s need 
for basic operating dollars.

Urgency was injected 
when the Port Authority 
advertised for proposals on 
a half million dollar line of 
credit.

“We have been begging 
the county for a while be-
fore we went out for pro-
posals,” said Port Author-
ity board member Jessica 
Rish.

After the Port Authority 
received a proposal, which 
in fi nal form amounted to 
just under $500,000 to be 
drawn on over the next 
three to four years pro-
vided specifi c benchmarks 
to developing the Port of 
Port St. Joe were met, the 
BOCC raised concerns over 
a three-year-old $199,000 
loan on which the fi rst pay-
ment was delinquent.

“Technically we are in 
default,” Gibson said in an-
swer to whether the BOCC 
could call the note.

In addition, Novak said, 

the loan – Community De-
velopment Block Grant 
dollars, not property taxes, 
originally sent to the coun-
ty as assistance to Raffi eld 
Fisheries – was unsecured 
after Capital City Bank 
foreclosed on the port’s 
bulkhead property in April.

The primary asset of the 
Port Authority’s, the for-
mer Arizona Chemical site, 
is owned free and clear. 

Both the BOCC and the 
private lender, Stuart Shoaf 
of St. Joe Natural Gas, 
wanted the fi rst mortgage 
on the property.

Novak and Gibson dif-
fered as to whether the 
BOCC must be in the fi rst 
position due to the CDBG 
loan.

That loan was original-
ly secured by putting the 
BOCC in second position on 
the port bulkhead property. 

Novak said the loan re-
quires the county’s inter-
est be secured – Gibson 
said the Arizona Chemical 
property had enough ap-
praised value to secure the 
BOCC and the private lend-
er and the second position 
was suffi cient to secure the 
CDBG loan.

Novak noted the BOCC’s 
ongoing support of the port, 
that in making the $60,000 
additional loan the county 
would extend the required 
fi rst payment another 
three years and as well as 
“a spirit of cooperation.” 

There was expression 
among county commis-

sioners that in light of the 
$199,000 loan, they should 
have been approached fi rst 
about additional fi nancing 
through a loan or similar 
package.

“We have an obligation 
to the county,” said Port 
Authority board member 
Johanna White. “They are 
our partners. We need to 
continue that partnership.”

The allure of the private 
line of credit, at least for 
some Port Authority mem-
bers, was its aim to bring 
the Port Authority com-
pletely out of debt – includ-
ing meeting its annual obli-
gations on the CDBG loan 
– while allowing breathing 
room to concentrate on be-
coming an operational port.

“We owe people a lot of 
money,” said Jason Shoaf, 
a member of the Port Au-
thority board, noting the 
Authority has immediate 
need for roughly $80,000. 

Shoaf, Stuart’s son, could 
not vote on the proposal.

Of particular concern 
are attorney’s fees. 

The Port Authority owes 
the Tallahassee law fi rm 
that has long represented 
their interests in the Capi-
tal City Bank loan and 
foreclosures.

At some point, Gibson 
said, the Port Authority 
would have to call on the 
fi rm again to assist with a 
study to determine tariffs 
levied at the port and also 
to defend any lawsuit from 
Capital City contending the 

bank is owed more than the 
value it will realize from the 
bulkhead property.

 “The county is making 
us a business loan,” Jason 
continued. “When we don’t 
perform, they come here 
and ask us to perform. 

“This (private line of 
credit) will help us pay our 
debts, meet our obligations 
and ensures money for ex-
penses to the fi nish line. 
And we don’t have to spend 
any more time lobbying 
where we can get money for 
next month. It’s distracting 
and it’s not necessary.”

Port Authority chair 
Leonard Costin agreed, 
making the motion to ac-
cept the private line of 
credit.

“We need to focus on be-
ing a port instead of spend-
ing time wondering where 
we are going to get more 
money,” Costin said.

His motion died for lack 
of a second.

The vote to accept the 
county’s initial offer was 3-
1, as was the vote to ask for 
an additional: Rish voted 
no on both motions.

Raffi eld continually 
came back to a central 
point; this was not just 
about the Port Authority 
but about jobs, the com-
munity, the county and the 
region.

“This isn’t about us,” he 
said. “This is about the big-
ger picture. This isn’t just 
about helping out the port; 
it is about helping the coun-
ty and the whole region.

“How much of that 
(economic development 
money) is coming to the 
Port Authority, if any at all, 
because if you are in the 
process of putting together 
a budget for economic de-
velopment there is nothing 
more important for eco-
nomic development than 
the port.”
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Weems Memorial Rehab Care offers in-patient
rehabilitative services, designed to improve
function and maximize potential for returning to
home, school, work, and the community.

Our team customizes each patient’s care to meet
both patient and family needs. We are committed
to returning those individuals who have been
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level of independence.
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BOCC, Port Authority agree on additional loan
“This (private line of credit) will help us pay our debts, meet our obligations 

and ensures money for expenses to the fi nish line. And we don’t have to 
spend any more time lobbying where we can get money for next month. It’s 

distracting and it’s not necessary.”

— Jason Shoaf, Port Authority board member

Like us on
THE PORT ST. JOE STAR
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P.O. Box 244, Panama City, FL 32402

OVER 38 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE

• Native of Port St. Joe, Resident of Bay
County Since 1976

• Graduated from Port St. Joe High School
• Early jobs included St. Joe Paper Mill, City

of Port St. Joe, St Joe Natural Gas and
painter’s helper

• Met wife, Jan, in college and enjoys over
40 years of marriage together

• Graduate of Auburn University and Florida
State University School of Law

• Two children, both are UF graduates
• History of activity in community, church,

school, outdoor and civic organizations.

I take my job seriously. I know every decision affects someone’s
Constitutional rights to life, liberty and property.

school, outdoor and civic organizations.

• Worked as Assistant State Attorney
• Worked in Washington D.C. for

Congressman Don Fuqua
• Worked in Tallahassee for State

Representative Billy Joe Rish
• Tried Over 100 Jury Trials in

local practice
• Member of the Judicial Nominating

Committee for the First District
Court of Appeal

• Rated nationally “AV” by Martindale-
Hubbell

“A” indicates preeminent attorney
“V” indicates highest ethical

standards
• President of the Bay County

Bar Association
• Elected Circuit Representative to the

Board of Governors
• Member of the Disciplinary (Ethics)

Review Committee

Attorney at Lawexperience
yearsyearsyears

ttorney at
years88

• Appointed Circuit Judge by Governor
Jeb Bush

• Elected without opposition in 2008
• Serves as Chief Civil Administrative

Judge
• Certified by the Supreme Court to han-

dle death penalty cases
• Recognized by Guardian ad Litem for his

positive and influential work with youth
• Founding member of the Justice

Teaching group for the judicial
eduction of students

• Circuit Court Liaison to the
Professionalism Committee

• Chairman of the Pro Bono
Committee

• Chairman of the Transition
Committee to the court-
house addition
currently under
construction

Circuit Judgeexperience

dle death penalty cases
Recognized by Guardian ad Litem for his 
positive and influential work with youth
Founding member of the Justice 
Teaching group for the judicial 
eduction of students
Circuit Court Liaison to the 
Professionalism Committee
Chairman of the Pro Bono 

Chairman of the Transition 
Committee to the court-
house addition 
currently under 

Vote August 26
nonpartisan election -- everyone can vote.
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The Gulf County School 
Board on Monday approved 
a tentative budget but not 
before getting an earful 
about what was not in the 
document.

Several residents of We-
wahitchka spoke to board 
members about the cut to 
music programs in the We-
wahitchka schools for the 
coming school year, saying 
it was taking away from “the 
poorest of the poor” in the 
school district.

 Parents, several student 
members of the band and 
several other Wewahitchka 
residents approached the 
board and Superintendent of 
Schools Jim Norton.

They wanted to under-
stand why music was being 
cut and when it might return, 
ideas for preserving the pro-
gram and asking what op-
tions remained for parents 
making financial invest-
ments in their child’s musi-
cal ambitions.

“These kids are being 

denied a well-rounded edu-
cation,” said resident Mary 
Gould, who said she lives 
part-time in Wewahitchka 
but pays school board taxes 
though not allowed to vote 
locally.

Norton said he was “com-
mitted” to maintaining the 
Wewahitchka school system.

But due to losses in en-
rollment – the district is pro-
jected to lose another 73-74 
students this year, a loss tilt-
ed heavily toward the north 
end – and resulting loss in 
revenue tough cuts were 
needed.

And while Wewahitchka 
Jr./Sr. High School needed to 
add an English teacher, the 
circumstances surrounding 
the music and band programs 
dictated the district not hire 
a full-time instructor.

Last year the high school 
had a full-time instructor 
in music, with six periods a 
day of music education, but 
due to health reasons that in-
structor retired mid-year. 

An instructor hired to re-
place him left the county af-
ter the school year.

The district, in working to 

cut $355,000 from this year’s 
budget, decided not to fill the 
position, Norton said.

“Right now we want to 
save the life of that school,” 
Norton said, noting the tight 
restrictions the state places 
on local school boards when 
it comes to spending funds. 

“We had to look at the 
money and what we could 
afford. We can’t give what we 
don’t have.” An instructor 
already on staff will conduct 
a limited schedule of mu-
sic instruction, two to three 
periods, Norton said, with 
the possibility of some after-
school opportunities.

The district, Norton said, 
is taking similar steps with 
the boys’ basketball pro-
gram at Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. 
High School.

Derek Kurnitsky, who 
coached the Tiger Sharks for 
a decade, left for a program 
in the Jacksonville area this 
summer.

The district will not fill 
his social studies teaching 
position and will fill the bas-
ketball coaching position 
in-house.

Another significant com-

ponent of the internal debate 
over the Wewahitchka band 
program for district staff, 
said director of curriculum 
Melissa Ramsey is that band 
is not a required course 
while English is. 

“It is a balancing act and 
it is unfortunate,” Ramsey 
said.

Also factoring into the 
equation, said board mem-
ber George Cox is the num-
ber of students interested in 
band had steadily declined. 

There are fewer current 
members, Cox noted, than 
in 1962, when the graduating 
class numbered two dozen.

Student Matthew Hunter 
said he had ideas for “gen-
erating money and interest” 
in the band program and 
agreed to sit down to discuss 
those ideas with Norton and 
board chair Linda Wood.

“This (cutting music) is 
not something that we want 
to do,” Wood said.

Hunter’s mother said 
other parents of band stu-
dents were also interested 
in exploring fundraising op-
tions to sustain the program, 
which she said some parents 

invested substantially in with 
holiday gifts of instruments 
to children.

Six years ago supporters 
of the Wewahitchka High 
School wrestling team, with 
the prospect of the program 
being eliminated, undertook 
a similar community effort to 
save that program.

Norton said that he hopes 
the student population on 
the north end would stabilize 
along with the budget and 
that he would be committed 
to bringing back full-time in-
struction next year.

“Band is not being elimi-
nated,” Norton said. “It is be-
ing idled back for a year.”

Gould said she heard 
from the debate that the 
district is hamstrung by 
funding formulas and due to 
those formulas Wewahitchka 
schools were becoming pro-
gressively poorer in relation 
to schools on the south end.

“Shame on whoever 
is making these formulas 
that they would deny the 
poorest of the poor a more 
well-rounded education,” 
Gould said. “It is about the 
children.”

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl.com

A new Mexico Beach City Hall 
is headed back to the drawing 
board.

During a special meeting on 
Monday, the City Council unani-
mously voted to accept an insur-
ance settlement on the historic 
Parker House.

The final offer on the structure, 
which was purchased by the city 
in 2011 and caught fire days later, 
was $750,000 plus $61,100 in rent 
reimbursement for the years spent 
on a temporary building used as a 
city hall. 

When that building was pur-
chased by PeoplesSouth Bank, city 
employees moved into the Public 
Works offices.

The acceptance of the settle-
ment, which came nearly three 
years to the day of the claim, leaves 
the council with $649,000 to pay for 
a new city hall. 

Original estimates from Cathey 
Construction for a two-story city 
hall held a price tag of more than 
$1 million dollars.

“With $649,000 left, we can’t 
build what is proposed,” said 
Councilwoman Mary Blackburn. 
“I think we have to start with a 
blank slate.”

Mayor Al Cathey was absent 

from the voting due to Cathey 
Construction’s affiliation with the 
project. 

The new city hall was planned 
to sit in a new location on the Park-
er House property. The historic 
Parker House underwent demoli-
tion in April. 

An official contract between the 
city and Cathey Construction was 
never drafted due to the state of 
flux in the project and all that was 
filed was a Request for Qualifica-
tions on the project. 

The council referred to the 
document as an “agreement to 
agree.”

Blackburn and Councilman Jeff 
Tendler agreed that canceling the 

contract with Cathey Construction 
was the best course of action.

Councilman Jack Mullen want-
ed city attorney Paul Komarek to 
look at the agreement to ensure 
that if it was canceled, they weren’t 
legally obligated to offer the proj-
ect to the second bidder, Southern 
Cat. 

Mullen added that Komarek 
should be able to share his find-
ings for the council’s regular meet-
ing in August.

Councilwoman Tanya Castro 
suggested that if the scope of work 
completely changed, it may relieve 
the council of any monetary penal-
ties toward either company.

Mullen had concerns about can-

celing the agreement without legal 
review since the city still owed 
Cathey Construction $40,000 for 
services rendered on the property.

“We need a comprehensive le-
gal review of where we stand be-
fore we go out and do something,” 
said Mullen. “The issue is not what 
to do with the property; the issue is 
the next step.”

Blackburn said she wanted to 
keep the city’s promise to citizens 
that the city project wouldn’t cost 
taxpayer money and the group 
unanimously passed a motion to 
halt the project, pending legal re-
view of the agreement, in order to 
develop a structure the city can 
afford.

Mexico Beach council halts city hall project

Cuts in music at Wewahitchka schools draws protest
EnrollmEnt 

woEs
Declining enrollment 

in the district has been 
exacerbated, said Deborah 
Crosby, director of special 
services who is retiring next 
month, by eligible students 
not in public schools. She said 
there are 73 home-schooled 
students in the county and 
15 students at the Growing 
Minds Center for Autism. 
Those students represent 
$560,000 to the district.

Board member John 
Wright said he had spoken 
to several parents of home-
schooled students who said 
their children just didn’t 
want to get up early in the 
morning to attend school.

Of note for this 
issue, Crosby said, is a 
home-schooled student 
can participate in district 
extracurricular activities, 
such as band.
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“How is the middle Colbert 
boy today?” I wasn’t dead certain 
positive Mr. Abernathy knew my 
first name but he got me in the 
right place, in the right family. 
I’d drop by his hardware store 
from time to time to look 
over the toys down in 
the basement. “Anything 
special I can show you?” If 
I thought it was neat that 
the owner of the business 
was giving a ten year old 
his undivided attention, it 
didn’t register on me. It 
was pretty common. Mr. 
Abernathy was about as 
friendly as they come.

“No sir. I’m just looking.” Both 
of us understood that shopping 
was all I could do. I didn’t have 
the money to actually buy 
anything.

’Course, I didn’t realize at the 
time that wonderful memories 
don’t cost one red cent.   

Billy Bradley’s father 
ran the Golden Rule right 
across Broadway Street from 
Abernathy’s Hardware, close to 
where the old bank stood. It was 
a five and dime that was crowded 
with back to school items, 
assorted candies, Tinker Toys, 
cap pistols and Lone Ranger 
masks. It was another fun place 
to “look around.” Mr. Bradley 
treated me just like a paying 
customer. He let me browse for 
hours. I could pick up the rubber 
baseballs and test the seams. I 
could pull out the spyglass and 
bring the bamboo picture frames 
hanging on the back wall “up 
close.” When I got a little older he 
hired me to take his advertising 
flyers door to door. It was a 
favorite place to “shop.”

And the memories are still 
alive of the Clove Gum smell, 
the big glass windows and the 
friendlessness of the staff and 
customers. 

Mr. Howard Freeman owned 

a men’s store over on Cedar 
Avenue. As I grew into the dating 
stage his place became more and 
more important. I couldn’t take 
Jane Hill to the movie wearing 
blue jeans and a tee shirt! And I 

had real money made from 
picking cotton, unloading 
lumber or working at the 
swimming pool burning 
a hole in my pocket. Mr. 
Howard seemed more 
interested in Friday’s 
night’s ballgame than 
selling me a Penguin 
sweater with the suede 
leather elbow patches. 
And he loved my older 

brother. “I haven’t seen Leon 
in a while. Is he staying out of 
trouble?” 

You had to do a bit of 
socializing before you got down to 
business at Freeman’s Menswear. 
And it was the same all around 
the square. Folks took time to 
talk, catch up a mite and enjoy 
the moment whether you were 
the seller or the “sellee.”

Those special memories way 
outlasted the cap pistols and the 
sweaters. 

Most anybody growing up in a 
small town in the late ’50’s knows 
exactly what I’m talking about 
here. We still bask in the laid 
back attitude, the slow pace, the 
Mayberry feel……..

I thought of Mr. Abernathy 
this week as I went into our local 
hardware store. My first wife was 
doing a little rearranging in the 
attic and I needed some boards or 
plywood or something. As usual 
I was about half prepared. Greg 
talked baseball and grandkids. 
Deb was still laughing over 
something I’d said about Irene a 
year ago. The owner asked if he 
could help. When they decided 
what I needed, they rushed to get 
it loaded and squared away. And 
Greg let me know if I could wait 
until Saturday, he’d come over 

and help me nail it up.
Cathy thought a small strip of 

carpet would keep the storage 
boxes off the plywood. I hustled 
out to the carpet place. Now folks, 
they knew right off that I wasn’t 
spending much money on this 
project. We’d already carpeted the 
house in 1983. It still looked pretty 
good to me if you don’t count the 
grape stain Josh poured into it 
the first month we had it. I just 
needed a small remnant on this 
day. 

But before we discussed the 
reason I was there we had to 
compare our kidney stone pains. 
Dennis was knocking on wood, 
Kenny was carrying two or three 
even as we spoke and Danny was 
thrilled it was me instead of him! 
They all listened politely to my 
carpet story and Danny found 
exactly what I needed and loaded 
it up as we talked church, world 
affairs and retirement. 

 Mr. Bradley never treated me 
so good.

I stopped by the auto parts 
store on the way home to get 
some oil for my lawnmower. It 
was the same thing. We had to 
catch up on family and friends 
before we got down to the “NAPA 
Know How” part.  Dick even 
asked about Leon. When I was 
emptying my pockets to see if I 
had enough for two quarts, Glen 
was ringing it up for me. They 
were sending me home with the 
oil. I reckon they figured we could 
worry about the money tomorrow 
or next week.  

Folks, you don’t know how 
lucky I am to be living in a town 
with no Lowes, no Home Depot 
and no Walmart.   

And the special memories I 
have made shopping this week 
will linger longer than the stain 
on the carpet or the junk in the 
attic. 

Respectfully,
 Kes  

Almost every day, I 
pass through a gate with 
security guards.   Most of 
these guards know me by 
name because I see them 
daily, sometimes 
multiple times a 
day.  One of these 
guards is always 
giving me water or 
Gatorade, noting 
that I should stay 
“hydrated.”

It worries me.  
Not that he is 
giving me water 
and Gatorade, but 
that I may look dried up or 
dehydrated.  Some folks 
would wonder why this 
fellow keeps giving them 
things.  I do not.  There are 
nice people in this world 
and nice gestures should 
simply be appreciated.

Yes, I do realize that 
this fellow goes to the 
college where I teach and 
there is a high probability 
that he will end up in 
one of my mathematics 
courses.   Grades can’t be 
bought in my classes; I’m 
pretty sure he understands 
and is simply being kind.

On a recent pass 
through the gate this 
fellow handed me a 
Gatorade and said, “You 
need to stay hydrated.”  I 
simply said, “Thanks.”  
With no vehicles behind 
me, he continued his 
conversation wanting to 
talk about Robert Frost 
and his poem, “The 
Mending Wall.”

It was a poem I had not 
looked at in many years, 
so I took a look at it as 
soon as I got the chance 
(knowing he would want to 
talk about it again the next 
time I passed through the 
gate/hydration station).

It is an interesting 
poem and I guess it is one 
that you could sit around 
and drink Gatorade (or 
something else) and 
discuss.

My basic take on it is 
that you have a couple 
of neighbors who get 
together to repair the wall 
between their properties 
on a regular basis.  

One questions the 
need for the wall, whereas 
the other notes that 
“Good fences make good 
neighbors.”

You kind of see the 
points both fellows are 
making, but it’s the fellow 
who thinks walls are 
not needed who is most 
interesting.  You see, this 
fellow doing all the talking 
who thinks there doesn’t 
need to be a wall, is the 
one who initiates the “wall 
fi xing” or mending.  It is a 
bit humorous…

That is my take on it.  
You can probably pay ten 
dollars and get a much 
more educated analysis 
of Robert Frost’s poem.  
I’m sure they will use a lot 

of ten dollar words, thus 
making your investment 
seem worthwhile.

We are at a time in 
the world when the case 

can be made that 
we need more 
walls, fences and 
boundaries or 
at least need to 
mend the ones we 
have.  These are 
decisions that I am 
glad I do not have 
to make.

However, if we 
are talking about 

“boundaries” in general, 
I think it is always a 
good idea to have them 
with children, dogs and 
perhaps to keep rabbits 
out of the garden.  On 
second thought, perhaps 
we should reinvest in 
mending walls such as 
family, country and just 
plain good ole American 
logic.  Everybody has a 
different idea as to what 
a fence should look like 
– just try putting one up 
that has to be approved by 
a homeowners association.

Robert Frost died 
around the time I was 
born and we are (at least 
I am) still studying his 
work.  Frost was born in 
1874 in San Francisco.  His 
father named him after a 
Southern hero, General 
Robert E. Lee. I fi nd 
that interesting from a 
boundary standpoint.

Robert Frost’s father 
requested to be buried 
back on the east coast 
where he was from.  
Robert, his wife, family 
and his sister took 
his father there to be 
buried and didn’t have 
enough money to get 
back to California.  His 
granddaddy offered him a 
house in Massachusetts.  
Not having enough money 
to get home, he took the 
house and stayed.

He attempted chicken 
farming at one point in his 
life and he didn’t do so well 
– so he became a poet and 
an educator and won four 
Pulitzer Prizes.  

As for the failed 
chicken farmer’s poem, 
“The Mending Wall,” I 
think I will keep my side 
of the fence mended and 
keep hoping my neighbor 
treats his dog better, 
learns to put his garbage 
can in the right direction 
for the robotic truck to 
pick up and gets his little 
convertible shining to his 
satisfaction.

A taller fence or wall 
would be useful in blocking 
my view of my neighbor 
polishing his snappy little 
convertible while I am 
bailing water out of the 
fl oorboard of my car after 
it has rained.

Read more stories at 
www.CranksMyTractor.
com.

HUNKER 
DOWN

Kesley Colbert

Déjà Vu All Over Again!Fixing Walls

CRANKS MY 
TRACTOR

BN Heard

Government cannot be 
run like a business

Government is about 
essential services; 
business is about profit. 
Business types have 
no “business” running 
government. That is 
the purview of elected 
officials. 

Government’s focus 
should be on solving 
problems, not on available 
dollars. The challenge is 
to find the resources, not cut the 
programs. It’s a different way of 
thinking and the best example of 
a failed businessman-politician is 
Florida’s Gov. Rick Scott.

By “hook or crook,” he has 
become a very successful 
businessman. But as a governor, 
he will be rated among the worst. 
He has been insensitive to the 
needy, has undermined public 
education, hurt the environment, 
and assaulted the health and 
wellbeing of Florida citizens.

No one likes taxes but 
everyone wants services. 
Private enterprise sells a 
product or service to customers. 
Government provides essential 
services to every citizen. 

It is not possible to use 
a business model to run 
government any more than it 
is sensible to run a business 
like a government. Government 
programs should not be about 
profits. 

For example, public health 
communicable disease programs 
are complex. The patient must be 
treated and then those who have 
had contact with the patient must 
be found and examined. 

This effort is important to 

prevent the spread of 
serious disease such as 
tuberculosis, AIDS, and 
sexually transmitted 
diseases. Florida had one 
tuberculosis hospital. 
The most difficult 
patients were housed 
there. Florida’s Lantana 
TB hospital enjoyed an 
international reputation 
for treatment and training. 

A business decision based 
on costs closed the hospital. 
Improper patient placement put 
communities as risk. 

The hospital closed during 
one of the most dangerous TB 
outbreaks in the country that 
centered on Florida’s homeless 
population. A concerned governor 
would have worked with public 
health officials to protect health 
and welfare.

The high-speed-rail effort 
could have connected Miami, 
Jacksonville, Tampa, Orlando, 
Tallahassee, and Pensacola. 
Scott refused federal money 
for the train, terminating the 
project. Thousands of jobs were 
lost, a long-term plan fell victim 
to running government like a 
fortune 500 company.

Purging talent and politicizing 
the health department and other 
state agencies moved money and 
jobs to patronage. The health 
department lost food service 
and environmental regulatory 
authority. Other agency authority 
was neutralized, putting citizens 
at risk. 

It is difficult to quantify 
prevention. Professionals 
understand this. Businessmen-

politicians generally do not. Not 
everything of social value is 
profitable.

The push to privatize 
education through charter 
schools and vouchers continues 
to undermine public education. It 
pushes tax dollars to the private 
sector. 

Critical resources to public 
schools are lost. This is another 
example of a governor who 
runs government like a car 
lot. Public schools cannot be 
run like a department store; 
public health cannot be run like 
Microsoft. Public education needs 
adequate funding and skilled 
staff. The “profit” from effective 
Government is better and 
healthier communities.

Scott’s rejection of Affordable 
Care Act money (Obamacare) is 
the most egregious decision of 
his administration. It blocked 1 
million Floridians from health 
coverage. This decision should 
keep responsible elected officials 
awake at night. Diseases are 
left untreated, chronic illness 
unmanaged, and preventable 
death unchecked. 

A community’s quality of life 
requires limiting the spread of 
disease, addressing road and 
bridge repair, public safety and 
education. Essential services 
must be improved, not cut. 
Government must protect the 
common good. It has never and 
will never be successfully run as 
a business. 

Marc Yacht is a semi-retired 
physician living in Hudson, 
Fla. Column courtesy of Context 
Florida.
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Defi ned Benefi t 
Plans, Investing 

and The 
Rockford Files
“This is Jim Rockford.  At the tone leave your 

name and number… I’ll get back to you.”
—Opening line from “The Rockford Files”

Something special was taken 
from our generation when James 
Garner passed recently.  Through 
hard work and good luck Garner 
landed parts in theatre productions 
and eventually in fi lms.  Garner 
fought the Hollywood moguls for 
fair pay, marched for civil rights 
with Brando and Newman in 1963, 
and also starred in “Maverick” and 
“The Rockford Files”. 

Jim Rockford was a moderately 
successful private detective who lived in a trailer 
on a beach in Malibu; who ate tacos for breakfast 
on the pier; and who scuffl ed to make a living 
without running afoul of the crooks or the law.  
Garner brought every imaginable co-star onto the 
show, from Rita Moreno to Isaac Hayes, from Lou 
Gossett, Jr. to Lindsay Wagner.  Rockford’s gold 
Pontiac Firebird was a symbol of modern mobility, 
and the tough-talking, wise-cracking detective gave 
us a glimpse of a fast-paced and rapidly changing 
world in L.A.  

Jim Rockford did jail time on a false charge, and 
his life was different because of it.  James Garner’s 
life was even more exceptional.  He suffered a 
diffi cult childhood with a family that offered little 
advice and no fi nancial support.  When he left home 
at 14, all he took with him was the dream of success.

Not all of us can live on the beach in Malibu or 
star in Hollywood movies. But like James Garner, 
we all have dreams.  Many times these dreams are 
relatively simple fi nancial goals:  a comfortable 
retirement, funding a grandchild’s college tuition, 
or the ability to travel extensively.

One thing I have learned in twenty years of 
offering investment advice is that it is never too 
late to initiate a savings and investment plan.  If 
you’re still working and can utilize your fi rm’s 
401(k) opportunity, cut back on your personal 
spending and maximize your contributions.  If you 
can forego one or two frivolous expenses each 
week, you can plow that money into a nest egg that 
can work for you in retirement.

Following your fi nancial dreams is often simply 
a matter of executing self discipline and exercising 
personal will.  Many of us fail to save and invest 
simply because we fail to start the process.  The 
goal of a secure retirement is beyond us, we think, 
so we commit nothing instead.  Just get started.  
The more you save and invest, the more you’ll want 
to.

If you’re a business owner, consider starting 
a defi ned benefi t plan if it’s appropriate to your 
enterprise and situation.  Some DB plans are 
designed to allow business owners to put away 
signifi cant “catch-up” dollars if they haven’t been 
able to fund a good retirement program to date.  

Margaret R. McDowell, ChFC®, AIF®, a 
syndicated economic columnist, is the founder 
of Arbor Wealth Management, LLC, (850-608-
6121~www.arborwealth.net), a “Fee-Only” and 
Fiduciary Registered Investment Advisory Firm 
located near Destin, FL.  This column should 
not be considered personalized investment 
advice and provides no assurance that any 
specifi c strategy or investment will be suitable or 
profi table for an investor.

Arbor OUTLOOK

MARGARET R. 
McDOWELL
Arbor Outlook

Protecting the beaches
Dear Editor,
Kudos to Nancy 

Thomson for her Letter 
to the Editor, “Protecting 
St. Joseph Peninsula.” It’s 
time the BOCC seriously 

consider a “Leave No 
Trace” ordinance for Gulf 
County as other Florida 
coastal counties have 
done.  Not only have 
our beaches become an 
obstacle course for nesting 
turtles and emerging 

hatchlings, but they are 
now dangerous for people 
as well with large unfi lled 
pits, volleyball nets left 
up and beach equipment 
washing out with the tide. 
People need to understand 
that they do not get a 

deed to a portion of the 
beach. The beach is for 
everyone (including birds 
and turtles) to enjoy - not 
turned into a parking lot.”

Thanks.
Tom Baird

Cape San Blas

Leave no trace
Dear Editor,
Thanks to Nancy Thomson for 

voicing her opinion in regards 
to protecting our beaches!  Her 
comments in the editorial represent 
my exact sentiments.  The Cape 
area is a true treasure and we need 
to take the initiative to preserve 

it.  We have the responsibility to 
protect the natural habitat of the 
turtles, birds, etc. and stop the 
irreversible negative effects on the 
beaches/dunes.    

People will still vacation at the 
Cape if not allowed to drive on the 
beach or the “Leave No Trace” 
ordinance is put in place!  Visitors 
come here to enjoy the beauty, 

but it needs to be enjoyed in a 
responsible manner.  I am asking 
our commissioners to consider 
the need to save this treasure for 
future generations. Please be open 
to limiting vehicle traffi c on the 
beaches and by helping us keep the 
beaches clean!  

Cathy Belew
Cape San Blas

Clean up the beaches
Dear Editor,
My wife and I have 

owned our home on 
beautiful Cape San Blas for 
over ten years, leaving for 
a few months during the 
summer.  We came down 
for a week to visit friends 
and check on our house 
the third week in July.  
When we took our early 
morning beach walk I was 
astounded and disgusted, 
to say the least.  I could 

not believe the amount 
of pop-up tent canopies, 
chairs, umbrellas and 
trash that was left, with no 
one around.  It looked like 
a refugee camp without 
the refugees!  Down by 
the Air Force property 
was a real treat with all 
kinds of beer cans, bottles, 
and other trash thrown 
about.  I thought we had 
a “leave no trace” code.  
What happened?  The 
TDC and the BOCC like to 
rave about all the number 

of tourists bringing in 
thousands in bed taxes, 
as well as the hiring of 
“beach ambassadors” at 
the costs of thousands 
in tax payer dollars.  
However, from where I 
see it, it doesn’t seem to 
be working, or is it that 
they don’t want it to work 
because they might mess 
with somebody’s vacation.  
I believe the money would 
be better spent on bona 
fi de law enforcement of 
our beaches and citation 

pads (especially at night).  
Maybe then we could 
eliminate fi reworks, 
vehicles racing and 
carrying on; and make 
a real effort to get the 
offenders to clean up after 
themselves instead of 
waiting for the “maid” or 
high tide to do it.  If the 
TDC and BOCC’s objective 
is to have our beaches look 
like PCB, they are off to a 
good start.

Doug Calendine
Cape San Blas

Thanks for the response
Dear Editor,
I want to publicly express my 

appreciation to several individuals 
who responded so quickly and kindly 
to my concern when I heard of the 
swim advisory issued for the public 
access dock at Salinas Park due 
to a ruptured/damaged sewer line 
near the Marnie Island Preserve on 
Thursday, July 24.  Since Happy Ours 
Kayak & Bike Outpost is within one 
mile of the affected area, we were 
quite concerned for the safety of our 

customers.  As soon as I heard of the 
news release, I left messages with the 
Gulf County Health Department and 
Commissioner Warren Yeager, and 
fi nally spoke to Michelle at the TDC 
Welcome Center who immediately 
emailed a copy of the release to 
me.   Mr. Yeager returned my call 
within the hour, and the very next 
morning, Friday, Gwen called from the 
Health Department and fully explained 
the facts of the swim advisory and 
agreed to test the water in the bay at 
Happy Ours as I requested.  Kevin 
Pettis and Lynn Todd from The City 

of Port St. Joe arrived early afternoon 
with their test kit, and by end of day 
Gwen called to advise me that the test 
sample at Salinas Park was �good� and 
the advisory was lifted.  Gwen even 
called on Saturday to assure me the 
test sample at our location was clean.  
Due to the quick response of all these 
individuals, I was able to allay the fears 
of a few customers who heard rumors 
that the whole bay was contaminated 
with sewage.   

Thank you.
Debbie VanVleet

Port St. Joe

Sector separation,  
red snapper

Dear Editor,
Sector separation 

(amendment 40) will 
do nothing to help Red 
Snapper of the recreational 
fi sherman

All of my clients want 
to know why they catch a 
Red Snapper 95 percent 
of the time when they are 
bottom fi shing or even fl at 
lining and yet they can only 
keep them for nine days 
out of the year. At the same 
time they question why 
they can eat Red Snapper 
seven days a week year 
round at restaurants and 
yet cannot go catch one 
for themselves to eat. 

Their other main question 
is why are their fresh 
Red Snapper available at 
seafood markets seven 
days a week 365 days a 
year and yet they cannot go 
catch one for themselves? 
These red snapper are a 
public resource and should 
be available to the public 
fi rst or at least equally to 
those who wish to fi sh for 
them themselves (just like 
our freshwater fi sh, Quail, 
Dove, Grouse, Ducks, Deer, 
etc., etc.). 

The privatizing of 
our natural resources 
for monetary gain is not 
correct. If they are going 
to let people commercial 
fi sh for Red Snapper and 
Grouper it should be on 
a lottery type basis and 

anyone who wants to 
provide fi sh for sale should 
be able to catch and sell 
them. Even if it is still 
on an IFQ system. They 
should never have given 
away 51 percent of the 
Red Snapper to private 
individuals and it should 
never have been that big 
of a split Perhaps a more 
realistic split would be 30 
percent of the Red Snapper 
for the commercial side 
and let some people go 
catch their own supper 
more often.

Something has 
to be done about the 
mismanagement of 
our fi sheries. The 
Charter for hire has been 
screaming this for years, 
and now they punish us 

for not having better data 
collection which only the 
Gulf council /NMFS can 
implement. Catch 22.

It is a shame that 
everyone going fi shing 
can see and document the 
overabundance of Red 
Snapper that is hurting the 
balance of the Gulf, and yet 
our seasons get shorter 
every year, and still with 
no data collection system 
being implemented.

Why can you buy 
Red Snapper anytime at 
restaurants and seafood 
houses (and they even 
export some too!) to make 
other people rich --but you 
cannot catch your own to 
eat????

Tom Adams
Mexico Beach Charters

The Apology 
Dear Editor,
In the last Gulf County Commission 

meeting an individual was allowed to 
ask if I was ready to make an apology 
to Gulf County for the “frivolous” law 
suit that supposedly cost the county a 
lot of money.  I thought most intelligent 
people understood the event and what 
happened but to clear this once and for 
all, I will speak to this.

Keep in mind that I am the initiator 
of the complaint and suit fi led against 
the County Commissioners as a direct 
result of their behavior immediately 
prior to the 2012 election and because 
I fi led the suit, only I could stop it. 
It was my decision to stop the suit 
not theirs. In case you do not know, 
Frivolous law suits result in whoever 
fi led the suit having to paying for all 
attorney fees and the fact that the 
county agreed to pay their portion 
is evidence that an injustice was 
committed on their part. This was 
NOT a frivolous law suit by any stretch 
of the imagination. It was and still is a 
very serious breach of the public trust. 
Consequently, they knew that was the 
best route to take was to pay their fees 
and hope this went away. But, they 
keep allowing the subject to come up 
so let get to the truth.

The deal breaker for me on the 
complaint and suit was a legal glitch 
found after detailed research which 
gives immunity to a degree for elected 
offi cials from what they say.  When 
this was discovered, I realized that a 
lot of the complaint and suit would be 
overturned but that did not in any way 
prove they were innocent. They in fact 

planned and deliberately attacked in 
public the PAC, myself and others that 
were their political opponents. They 
created lies about all of us and tried to 
demonize a group of citizens who only 
want the best for the county but did 
not agree with them. They used their 
political connections to infl uence the 
SAO offi ce to have an investigation 
against me and others on drummed 
up false charges which was proven not 
to hold up.

Let’s address the so called cost 
to the county; First of all if they had 
behaved properly, it never would 
have happened but they have our tax 
dollars to use as a weapon against 
anyone who challenges or questions 
them so they do not care.. If you fi le a 
law suit, unless the attorney agrees to 
take in on a contingency then you pay 
and have no public funding to abuse 
and risk as they did. So in a way, as 
a tax payer I was paying both ways. 
There were two very serious workers 
comp claims along with some other 
claims that had an impact on the 
counties insurance premiums. My 
law suit had little impact on the new 
cost. If you know insurance company 
underwriters, it is all about risk 
when they determine new costs. For 
example, if you have several wrecks 
or tickets for driving badly then your 
automobile insurance will increase 
accordingly. I think the underwriters 
took a hard look at our Commissioners 
and realized the risk had increased 
considerably from their actions and 
behavior and that was the main 
reason for the increased cost. They 
knew that if these Commissioners 
continued that other law suits would 

follow and sure enough they have.   
If you honestly believe that the Gulf 

County Commission, the $104,000.00 
a year County Administrator, the 
$180,000 a year County Attorney are 
not all wrapped up  with each other 
for personal benefi t and not for the 
people, then you have not been paying 
attention.  

 I am very sorry for the following:
1. That the Commissioners 

electioneered the last election to their 
advantage.

2. That we do not have County Wide 
Voting and the elected are dragging 
their heels in the background as they 
know we can easily get it but it does 
not work to their benefi t.

3. The ethics commission believed 
that Commissioner Yeager does not 
work for Preble Rish in Gulf County 
and has no infl uence on votes.

4. That Sunshine Laws have been 
repeatedly broken by McDaniel, 
Smiley and McLemore resulting in my 
current fi ling a complaint about them.

5. That the Commissioner changed 
the comp plan to allow McLemore’s 
illegal river house to become legal 
after the fact.

6. That the Land Development 
Regulations were changed recently to 
destroy what we love about this county 
by allowing dense construction which 
will bring about congestion and crime 
like Panama City. 

Yes, I am sorry for all this and 
more than you realize but I am not 
sorry for fi ling the suit and will never 
apologize for protecting my rights 
and freedoms. 

Jim Garth
Chairman, Citizens Improving Gulf County
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than a decade to save and 
preserve the lighthouse. 
“We would have loved for 
it to stay on the Cape but 
obviously that was not an 
option.

“I’m just excited to see 
it saved and preserved for 
generations to come to and 
enjoy.”

And unlike the last time 
Mother Nature forced the 
lighthouse further inland 
– more than a century ago 
– the images of this move 
will last beyond many of 
our lifetimes as dozens 
were stationed around the 
park with video cameras, 
personal cameras, phones 
and most any other device 
with which to snap a 
memory.

Spectators came with 
lawn chairs and towels to 
sit on and folks ringed the 
park as the lighthouse was 
carefully raised and its four 
legs – seems hardly the 

proper word for the large 
steel beams of the base 
– placed on footers poured 
more than two weeks ago.

“This is history,” said 
local photographer Clarence 
Monette who filmed the 
work.

The process of raising 
the lighthouse, like the move 
last Tuesday of the tower 
and ancillary buildings 
from Cape San Blas to 
town, went remarkably 
smoothly, save for the sound 
of a heavy chain breaking 
early in the process that 
seemed to unnerve all but 
the contractor and his crew 
from Ducky Johnson House 
Movers.

In fact, the Ducky 
Johnson crew, which lost its 
namesake leader several 
years ago, reinforced its 
legend established, at 
least in Port St. Joe, after 
crews moved several giant 
structures, including an 800-

ton condenser, off the old 
paper mill site.

But with the lighthouse 
and two keepers’ quarters 
now in place – the oil house 
is to be moved this week 
– the work is hardly over.

As noted by Mayor Mel 
Magidson two weeks ago 
there is cleanup needed to 
the lighthouse structure 
– sanding, maybe a new coat 
of paint – but particularly to 
the keepers’ quarters.

The house that was 
once home to the Cape 
San Blas Lighthouse Gift 
Shop has, in the nearly two 
years since it was deemed 
the lighthouse was under 
threat of coastal erosion and 
declared surplus by the U.S. 
Air Force, has come under 
disrepair.

The Gift Shop, in the 
short term, will continue to 
operate from the adjacent 
historic Maddox House.

One of the quarters 
has a restroom, but the 
other does not which will 
be consideration for future 
plans.

“We just don’t know what 
we will do with the gift shop, 
yet,” Pierce said.

Pierce said the Historical 
Society will likely undertake 
a community fundraising 
campaign to facilitate 
necessary work to the 
structures.

Pierce said in addition to 
some cleaning and general 
“spiffing up” the lighthouse 
tower will be inspected 
to ensure it survived 
the relocation without 
injury, with an aim toward 
resuming the full-moon 
climbs that were so popular 
before nature forced a stop.

The Historical Society 
is also reaching out to the 
Coast Guard to examine 
options for installation of 
some kind of light – it can 
not impact navigation – in 
the lighthouse lantern room.

Landscaping around the 
complex is also on the to-do 
list. That, however, is in the 
future.

For now there was 
satisfaction for the members 
of the Historical Society, a 
couple of dozen strong, who 
wrote applications for state 
grants, appeared at state 
hearings for those grants 
and somehow came away 
with the funds to restore 
the keepers’ quarters and 
rehabilitate the lighthouse 
tower.

The organization also 
worked through the red 
tape of the Air Force 
and the Board of County 

Commissioners to broker a 
lease for the property and 
buildings, which paved the 
way, eventually, for the full-
moon climbs.

“So few people, with the 
help of others – just look 
at what they were able to 
accomplish,” Pierce said. 
“At this point, I am sure 
it was the good Lord’s 
blessing that got us through.

“I think it is going to 
be an awesome asset to 
the community and to the 
county.”45
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NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION
THE GULF COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

Purpose and Effect: The Gulf County School Board
proposes to amend and adopt policies, as provided for
in the Administrative Procedures Act, for the purpose
of bringing said policies into compliance with Florida
Statutes and State Board of Education Rules.

Summary: The following is a brief description of each
proposed change.

5.32 Zero Tolerance for School Related Crimes

Economic Impact: These proposals may result in direct
costs associated with implementation.
IF REQUESTED, A HEARINGWILL BE HELD AT:

Time: 9:00 AM EST

Date: August 19, 2014

Place: Gulf County School Board

Room 150 Middle School Road

Port St. Joe, FL 32456

The entire text of the proposed rules can be inspected
during regular office hours at the Gulf County School
Board Office, 150 Middle School Road, Port St. Joe, FL
32456

Special legal authority under which the adoption
is authorized and the law being implemented and
interpreted is made specific.

The addition and changes are proposed by Bill Carr,
Assistant Superintendent for Business Services
and approved for consideration by Jim Norton,
Superintendent.

Amendments: See above
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Dr. Vincent Ivers left July 23, 2014 for a humanitarian mission to
an Indian reservation in the Republic of Panama.

These Indians are called Ngobe Bugle and are one of the
poorest in the nation. Dr. Ivers is honored to have
the privilege to assist with such a worthy cause. He will return
August 3rd.

Dr. Ivers and staff would like to thank all our loyal patients and
will continue to strive to provide the very best medical care
possible.

Normal Clinical Hours Will Resume

VINCENT IVERS, M.D.
301 Twentieth Street
Port St. Joe, FL 32456
850-227-7070

www.iversmd.com

4

Commitment to Excellence for over 23 Years
Celebrating 19 Years of Service in Port St. Joe

Let’s Welcome
Dr. Ivers Back On

Aug. 4th at 10:30 am
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lighthouse from page A1

Debbie Hooper | joebay.com
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The aim is to facilitate the creation 
of a joint county/city of Port St. Joe 
sports complex on land donated to 
the city by the St. Joe Company.

Additionally, the dollars – the ad-
ditional penny would be leveraged 
for bond revenue – would assist in 
the expansion of existing parks, 
such as Honeyville Community Park, 
through the addition of sports fi elds.

Sports fi elds are big business in 
the Panhandle.

Each year the arrival of tourna-
ment play in baseball, softball and 
soccer brings more than 500,000 
room nights to Bay County and an 
annual economic impact to the com-
munity that exceeds $15 million.

During the past week Chipley has 
hosted a youth league World Series 
with roughly a dozen teams and the 
Washington County Tourist Develop-
ment Council expects an economic 
impact to the county of over $300,000.

“These are big events for their 
communities,” said Jennifer Jenkins, 
executive director of the Gulf County 
TDC.

And, at least in the case of Chipley, 
there are few beaches or other ame-

nities that Gulf County can offer, Jen-
kins said.

“We need to get to marketing 
those events as ‘sport-vacations’,” 
she said.

She said the TDC could include a 
youth athletic event packages which 
included amenities from a Dead 
Lakes excursion to a beach getaway.

The emphasis, Jenkins said, will 
be on creating multi-purpose fi elds 
on which soccer, softball, baseball 
and the fastest-growing youth sport, 
lacrosse, could be played.

Port St. Joe and county offi cials 
have long discussed the joint creation 
of a sports complex.

Such an effort was part of an in-
terlocal agreement crafted in 2005 
after the WindMark Beach Develop-
ment of Regional Impact (DRI) pro-
cess and review, with each govern-
ing body pledging more than half a 
million in funding and joint effort on 
acreage off U.S. Highway 98 near the 
Gulf/Franklin Center donated to the 
city.

However, as budgets were tested 
by shrinking revenue in the wake of 
the collapse of the real estate market 

in the ensuing years, county and city 
offi cials could not fund the effort and 
ultimately relieved themselves of the 
obligation when amending the interlo-
cal agreement.

The extra bed tax penny is an al-
lowable use of such funds and city and 
county offi cials, as well as the TDC ad-
visory council, have all voiced at least 
tentative approval of the concept.

“I will formally put it to my coun-
cil next week,” Jenkins said of next 
week’s monthly meeting. “I will have 
to have a scope of work (on how funds 
will be used).”

Jenkins calls the additional penny 
a “Parks and Recreation” penny.

“We have other parks we need to 
take of,” she said.

She said the county has many 
parks to which funds could be ear-
marked for expansion and beautifi -
cation, part of providing a supply to 
meet tourist demand.

But doing so while maintaining 
the essence of the brand that is Gulf 
County.

“We have to have sustainable 
growth,” Jenkins said. “That is a pri-
mary focus.”

*All loans subject to credit approval. Additional terms available. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask a banker for details. ^Annual Percentage Rate (APR)

Keep your business moving with our 4x4 Equipment Loan*:

· New or Used Equipment Financing Available

· $25,000 Minimum Loan

· Four-Year Term with Fixed Rates as low as 4% APR^

· Quick Approval Process

Call your Capital City Banker to apply today.

504 Monument Ave. | 229.8282
www.ccbg.com

FINANCING FOR NEW & USED FARMING EQUIPMENT
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9454 HWY 98 BEACON HILL AT THE
MEXICO BEACH CITY LIMITS (850) 647-8310

9454 HWY 98 BEACON HILL AT THE 
MEXICO BEACH CITY LIMITS (850) 647-8310

OPEN DAILY AT 11 • PACKAGE STORE & LOUNGE
GREAT SELECTION OF ALL YOUR FAVORITE BEER, WINE & SPIRITS

LIVE ON THE POOP DECK

SONIC TONIC
FRIDAY-9PM

THURSDAY-8PM

SATURDAY-9PM

SUNDAY-6PM
BO SPRING BAND

THE CURRYS

ALL TIMES EASTERN FUN TIMES

LIVE ON THE POOP DECK

MEXICO BEACH CITY LIMITS (850) 647-8310

OPEN DAILY AT 11 • PACKAGE STORE & LOUNGE
GREAT SELECTION OF ALL YOUR FAVORITE BEER, WINE & SPIRITS
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KARAOKE - THURSDAY, FRIDAY &
SATURDAY-9PM WITH NATALIE

AT THE TOP OF THE CROW’S NEST
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RANDY STARK
FIRST SUNDAY CELEBRATION

2 FOR 1 BEER-WINE-DRINKS ALL DAY & NIGHT
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committee member Tony 
Whitfi eld.

Beach maintenance 
crews are currently haul-
ing 450-900 pounds of trash 
a day. 

Jenkins said the sheer 
volume is requiring multiple 
trips to area dumpsters, 
often leading to the crew 
having to take the refuse 
to Public Works once the 
dumpsters are full. 

Though the TDC’s beach 
ambassadors keep an eye 
on beach items, fl agging 
anything that has been idle 
for 24-48 hours, Jenkins said 
storms will mangle tents and 
their frames, sending beach 
items into the dunes.

“Someone left a full-size 
freezer on the beach,” Jen-
kins told the committee. 
“You would not believe the 
stuff people leave behind.”

Even though Gulf County 
beaches don’t operate under 
a Leave No Trace ordinance, 
it has been discussed by the 
Board of County Commis-
sioners by TDC advisory 
council. 

Even if passed, it would 
still need to be enforced. 

In her budget for the new 
fi scal year, Jenkins is recom-
mending a full-time beach 
ambassador who will be 
trained in code enforcement.

“We’ve grown, we just 
need to do so responsibly 
from here,” said committee 
member Alyson Gerlach.

Jenkins said that since 
the Fourth of July she has 
received calls daily from res-
idents who complain about 
the trash on the beach, the 
amount of people and the 
vehicles on the beach.

“I don’t think we do 
enough to educate our com-
munity partners,” said Whit-
fi eld. “We need to build more 
awareness with the public 
that this is a tourism-based 
community. A bigger piece 
of the marketing statement 
should be getting the word 
out.”

Gerlach said that while 
she understands the frus-
tration with the trash, she 
remained optimistic, hoping 
that those visitors enjoyed 
their visit and would con-
sider coming back.

“This community has to 
run somehow,” said Ger-
lach. “Without tourism, the 
community wouldn’t exist.”

Marketing plan
Jenkins said that mov-

ing forward; the TDC will 

operate under the mantra 
of, “growing Gulf County in 
a balance and sustainable 
manner.”

Areas of focus for this 
year’s marketing plans in-
clude further brand promo-
tion, evaluating and adding 
partner programs, opera-
tion of the Welcome Center, 
administration and opera-
tion excellence and beach 
grooming.

This year’s Winter Fun 
schedule will be managed 
directly by the TDC and 
will include social events to 
bring together visitors and 
residents. 

The plan will be com-
plete by September and 
marketing will begin in 
October.

Jenkins also shared re-
sults of a survey that went 
out to members of the TDC 
council along with lodging 
and travel industry part-
ners and TDC staff mem-
bers. Results showed that 
partners believed the TDC 
was on the right track with 
high marks given to goals, 
objectives, seasonal mar-
keting, and communication 
programs.

According to the survey 
results, the biggest con-
cerns were in the growth 
of the area outpacing infra-
structure, especially areas 
such as internet and cell 
phone service, which get 
easily bogged down with 
additional users in the 
area.

According to Jenkins’ 
data, 63 percent of part-
ners who responded to 
the survey saw growth in 
the winter season of De-
cember through Febru-
ary. She said that winter 
guests came mainly from 
Canada and the Mid-West 
and was trending toward 
an age of 50-60 rather than 
the median age of 70 seen 
in past years. The numbers 
showed that these guests 
were saying longer, one to 
two months on average.

Another 60 percent say 
growth in the spring months 
and 60 percent of partners 
said they had retooled their 
own marketing plans based 
off TDC efforts.

Since launching the new 
Visit Gulf website in May, 
Jenkins said nearly 60,000 
people have visited.

“We were being tacti-
cal last year,” said Jen-
kins. “Now, we have to be 
visionary.”

TRASH from page A1 TAX from page A1

Like us on
THE PORT ST. JOE STAR



Special to The Star

During a recent trip to 
Key West, U.S. Congressman 
Steve Southerland, (R-Pana-
ma City), who serves on the 
House Natural Resources 
Committee and its Fisher-
ies Subcommittee, got an 
up-close, personal look at an 
invasive lionfish. Two rapidly 
reproducing and voracious 
non-native lionfish species, 
imported from the Indo-Pa-
cific region, are wreaking 
havoc on fisheries and ma-
rine ecosystems in the Gulf 
of Mexico, Western Atlantic 
and the Caribbean Sea. 

Southerland, who was 
attending a Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council 
meeting, spent extra time to 
learn more about the lionfish 
invasion which is also grow-
ing more populous on the 
reefs near his hometown of 
Panama City. The congress-
man serves Florida’s second 
district which includes more 
than half of the Florida Pan-

handle’s coastal waters. 
Capt. Bill Kelly, execu-

tive director of the Florida 
Keys Commercial Fisher-
men’s Association, and Sean 
Morton, superintendent of 
the Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary, showed 
Southerland a lionfish on 
display in an aquarium at the 
sanctuary’s Eco-Discovery 
Center in the southernmost 
city. Kelly, a speaker at the 
first-ever Lionfish Summit 
last October by the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion in Cocoa Beach, ex-
plained to Mr. Southerland 
how the invasion has grown 
to enormous proportions 
and detailed efforts now be-
ing considered to launch a 
commercial lionfish trapping 
program in hopes of contain-
ing their spread.

“We discussed the 
significance of this in-
vasion and impacts on  
indigenous species,” Kelly 
said. “While the typical fish-
erman may not know much 

about them, since lionfish 
are rarely caught on con-
ventional fishing tackle, 
thousands of recreational 
divers, descending to 100 
foot depths, have observed 
growing numbers of them on 
popular Florida reefs, sub-
merged wrecks and other 
underwater sites. However, 
these population densities 
pale in comparison to li-
onfish aggregations found 
deeper (120-300 feet or more) 
beyond safe recreational div-
ing depths.” 

“Anglers and the general 
public should be very con-
cerned,” Kelly said. “For ex-
ample juvenile groupers and 
snappers are among some 
100 documented fish which 
lionfish prey on and despite 
its now 1½ pound average 
size, the lionfish can live for 
about 15 years and most 
likely double in size again.” 
Marine researchers at the 
Lionfish Summit reported a 
single lionfish necropsy veri-
fied consumption of 20 tropi-
cal fish in only 30 minutes 
time. In highly infested areas 
native fish populations have 
been reduced by as much as 
80 percent in five weeks.

“Crustaceans like crab, 
shrimp and even juvenile 
spiny lobster are also popu-
lar food sources found in the 
stomach contents,” Kelly 
added, “as are herbivores, 
the very important small col-
orful fish that help keep cor-
al reefs free of algae. Divers 
in many communities have 
helped keep lionfish popula-
tions in check through or-
ganized lionfish derbies and 
contests by spearing and 
hand-netting them.” 

“In the five year history 
since 2009 when lionfish 
were first spotted in the 
Keys, commercial lobster 
trappers have been finding 
increasing numbers as by-
catch in their spiny lobster 
traps. The numbers and siz-
es of lionfish have skyrocket-

ed from 49 lbs at a 1/3 lb aver-
age caught the first year, to 
more than 10,000 pounds in 
2013 averaging more than a 
pound apiece, as reported by 
just one commercial fisher-
man during an eight month 
fishing season.”

“And as we explained to 
Congressman Southerland, 
our commercial lobster trap-
pers have seen denser popu-
lations of lionfish in much 
deeper waters from 100 to 
300 feet,” said Kelly. “By  
developing the right trap-
ping methods, lionfish could 
become a very valuable and 
nutritious consumer com-
modity while protecting our 
ecosystems.” 

History of tHe  
LionfisH invasion 

The first sighting of lion-
fish in U.S. waters was re-
ported in 1985 in the Atlantic 
waters off Dania Beach near 
Fort Lauderdale. It was be-
lieved to have been released 
by a tropical fish enthusiast 
who may have grown tired 
of caring for the exotic im-
port, which may have been 
eating other expensive and 
colorful fish in his tank. 

Indigenous to the tropi-
cal waters of the South Pa-
cific, lionfish populations 
are held in check in their 

native habitat by natural 
predation. However, inva-
sive lionfish have no natural 
predators and have spread 
rapidly in the past 29 years 
in sub-tropical and temper-
ate waters of the northern 
hemisphere. Just one fe-
male is capable of producing 
as many as 30,000 eggs ev-
ery four days or more than 
two million eggs a year.   

With a thermal tolerance 
of about 50 degrees, some 
35 degrees less than their 
native habitat, lionfish have 
been found in Atlantic wa-
ters as far north as Rhode Is-
land. In the U.S. the heaviest 
concentrations have been 
from Carolina waters south 
to the Florida Keys. They 
have also spread through-
out the waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico, the Bahamas, the 
Caribbean Islands and east-
ern Central and northern 
South America.

The ornate red and white 
stripped lionfish possesses 
18 venomous spines on its 
dorsal fin and its pelvic and 
anal fins, which are used 
for defense. Its venom, a 
protein-based neurotoxin, 
can cause severe pain and 
swelling. Spearfishermen 
and commercial fisher-
men use safety techniques 
such as long spears, hand 

nets and puncture proof 
gloves to carefully avoid the 
spines. Though the spines, 
which are removed during 
the cleaning process, are 
venomous, it has no effect 
on the lionfish meat which 
is considered a delicacy 
and cooked in a variety of 
recipes.

next steps
Kelly said he and South-

erland discussed several 
core issues. 

“Besides talking about 
how quickly this invasion 
occurred, the damages to 
the ecosystem and how 
widespread it has become, 
our hour long conversa-
tion included containment 
methods such as divers 
using spears and nets near 
shore, and major emphasis 
on a well-monitored com-
mercial trapping program 
offshore. Once that be-
gins we’ll tie-in consumer 
awareness and educational 
program, leading to bigger 
demand for these fish in 
more restaurants, seafood 
houses and grocery store 
fish counters.” 

Mr. Southerland, Kelly 
said, was very concerned 
and indicated he would call 
for a subcommittee hear-
ing before the House Natu-
ral Resources Committee. 

“The alarm was sound-
ed over 20 years ago by 
NOAA biologist and ecolo-
gist Dr. James Morris. Now, 
in a relatively short period 
of time, we may very well 
be facing one of the most 
threatening marine inva-
sions of our lifetime. Until 
such time as native spe-
cies of fish acquire an ap-
petite for lionfish, if they 
ever do, our most promis-
ing method of containment  
will be a well-designed and 
closely monitored commer-
cial trapping venture. Time 
is of the essence,” Kelly 
said.

121 W. Highway 98 • Port St. Joe | 877-216-9600
Monday - Thursday 7AM - 6PM (EST) | Friday - Saturday 7AM - 7PM (EST)

Sunday 7AM - 2PM (EST) 4518953

Lets go!
Summer time is here!

Shop our huge selection of beach wares,
chairs, and toys.

New arrivals daily of kayaks,
Paddleboards, and fishing gear.

www.shopbwo.com
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St.JoSEph BAY

ApALAChiCoLA BAY, WESt pASS

tiDE tABLES MoNthLY AVERAGES
To find the tides of the following areas, subtract the indicated times
from these given for APALACHICOLA:

HIGH LOW
Cat point Minus 0:40 Minus 1:17
East pass Minus 0:27 Minus 0:27
To find the tides of the following areas, subtract the indicated times
from those given for CARRABELLE:

HIGH LOW
Bald point Minus 9:16 Minus 0:03

Date high Low % precip
thu, July 31 87° 74° 20 %
Fri, Aug. 01 87° 75° 40 %
Sat, Aug. 02 87° 75° 30 %
Sun, Aug. 03 84° 76° 50 %
Mon, Aug. 04 83° 76° 50 %
tues, Aug. 05 84° 77° 40 %
Wed, Aug. 06 84° 77° 40 %

31 Th 657am 1.4 645pm 1.2 1226am 0.4 109pm 0.8
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inshore/Bay

offshore/Bottom
Offshore fishing is slowing down some, but the kingfish bite 
is still strong. Dusters and cigar minnows will find fish fast but 
drifting live baits is very productive also. 

Scallops are growing and are getting easier to find as summer 
progresses. Good spots are east of Eagle Harbor Fire Tower 
area and east of Black’s Island.

Bay fishing continues to be very productive as the heat wave 
remains us of summer. Trout and redfish are being caught in 
St. Joe Bay and Crooked Island under popping corks and top-
water shots.

Southerland considers hearing on lionfish

Special to The Star

Florida is known as a tourist-
friendly state, but starting Aug. 1,  
one visitor no longer be will 
welcome: the invasive lionfish.

Introduced into Florida 
waters in the late 1980s, lionfish 
populations have boomed in recent 
years, negatively impacting native 
wildlife and habitat.

Several management changes 
go into effect Aug. 1 that will help 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission combat 
the growing problem by making 
it easier for lionfish hunters to 
remove the spiny predators and 
limiting further introduction of the 
species into the waters.

Changes include:
 Prohibiting the importation of 

live lionfish;
 Allowing lionfish to be removed 

via spearfishing when diving with a 
rebreather, a device that recycles 
air and allows divers to remain in 
the water for longer periods of time 
(currently, you cannot spear any 
fish when using a rebreather); and

 Allowing participants of 
approved tournaments and other 
organized events to spear lionfish 
or other invasive species in areas 
where spearfishing is not currently 
allowed (such as certain state 
parks or refuges). This will be done 
through a permitting system.

See or catch a lionfish? Report 
a sighting by downloading the new 
Report Florida Lionfish app on a 
smart device or by visiting MyFWC.
com/Fishing and clicking on 
“Recreational Regulations” (under 
“Saltwater”) and then “Lionfish.”

To learn more about  
lionfish, visit MyFWC.com/
Fishing and click on “Saltwater,” 
“Recreational Regulations” and 
“Lionfish.” 

Imported lionfish not welcome in Florida

Amberjack, gray triggerfish reopen Aug.1 in Gulf state waters
Special to The Star

The recreational harvest of 
greater amberjack and gray 
triggerfish in Gulf of Mexico state 
waters (shore to 9 nautical miles) 
reopens Aug. 1.

In Gulf federal waters, greater 
amberjack also will open Aug. 1, but 
gray triggerfish will remain closed 
through Dec. 31. 

In both state and federal Gulf 

waters, greater amberjack must 
be larger than 30 inches when 
measured from the tip of the lower 
jaw to the fork of the tail to be 
harvested when the season is open. 
There is a daily bag limit of one fish 
per person. 

Gray triggerfish must be larger 
than 14 inches when measured from 
the lower jaw to the fork of the tail 
to be taken in state and federal Gulf 
waters when the season is open. 

There is a two-fish daily bag limit 
per person. 

Seasonal harvest closures, as well 
as size and bag limits, help conserve 
Florida’s valuable greater amberjack 
and gray triggerfish populations 
and improve opportunities in these 
fisheries for the future.

Learn more about recreational 
fishing at MyFWC.com/Fishing 
by clicking on “Saltwater” and 
“Recreational Regulations.”
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roughly $1.3-$1.4 million.
Earlier in the week com-

missioners made a lengthy 
series of cuts to the pro-
posed budget, which es-
sentially represented a 
wish list from department 
heads and constitutional 
offi cers.

Entering last Thurs-
day’s special meeting the 
tentative millage rate was 
up just over a quarter of a 
mill before commissioners, 
by a narrow majority in 
one instance, made adjust-
ments and additions.

The adjustment was 
downsizing revenue esti-
mates out of EMS. 

Sherry Herring from 
the Clerk of Courts said 
she believed an estimate 
of $916,000 in revenue for 
EMS, which operates on 
run costs, was optimistic. 

 “I believe that revenue 
estimate is too high,” Her-
ring said.

She recommended, 
based on history, that com-
missioners carve $200,000 
off that number.

Commissioners de-
cided, at least for now, to 
bump the millage to ac-
commodate the reduction 
in revenue projections.

County administrator 
Don Butler said staff is still 
looking at the EMS budget 
for potential cuts and that 
proposals are due next 
month on privatization of 
ambulance service, either 
of which could mitigate the 
revenue adjustment.

There is also an ongoing 
thorn for commissioners in 
the EMS budget – the fail-
ure of Sacred Heart Hospi-
tal on the Gulf to compen-
sate for ambulance runs 
from that hospital to an-
other facility.

Discussions between 
the BOCC and Sacred 
Heart offi cials have gone 
on for some 18 months, 
Commissioner Ward Mc-
Daniel said, without a res-
olution on those types of 
ambulance runs.

“We have an institution 
that uses this service that 
doesn’t want to pay us,” 
McDaniel said. “We don’t 
owe it to them. It’s not right 
for us to foot the bill.”

County staff is recom-
mending approaching the 
citizen board overseeing 
disbursement of the half-
cent sales tax dollars col-
lected to address care for 
the indigent and underin-
sured to take out $70,000 
for this year and an equal 
amount for the coming 
year.

Sacred Heart has ar-
gued before that very 
health board that sales tax 

collections are below pro-
jections found in an agree-
ment between the hospital 
and county implementing 
the sales tax and that the 
hospital will lose some $6 
million this year, county at-
torney Jeremy Novak said.

Commissioners, by a 3-
2 vote with Commissioners 
Tan Smiley and Carmen 
McLemore dissenting, also 
added $40,000 to the budget 
to hire a GIS consultant 
to begin the demographic 
study required to begin 
bringing the county into 
compliance on districting.

That is the fi rst step 
suggested by a consultant 
if the BOCC seeks to bring 
back countywide voting.

Last month consulting 
attorney Michael Spellman 
recommended the GIS 
study, by an independent 
GIS expert, to study of the 
county’s demographics, 
urging the BOCC to take 
steps toward bringing the 
county into compliance 
with state laws on count-
ing inmates as part of the 
population.

Commissioners also ex-
pressed a desire to lobby 
for a legislative change to 
that mandate of counting 
inmates in state prisons 
within the county as part of 
the population. 

The BOCC, despite an 
Attorney General opinion 
on the issue, has ignored 
the mandate.

“We are out of compli-
ance with state law,” Mc-
Daniel said.

Spellman said he would 

only be comfortable pursu-
ing countywide voting, if 
the BOCC chose to pursue 
it, if the county was in com-
pliance as far as district 
boundaries.

Not only does the BOCC 
not count prisoners, but 
district populations are out 
of balance compared to the 
federal and state mandate 
that district populations be 
within 10 percent of the av-
erage of all fi ve.

District 2, for example, 
has a population 15 percent 
higher than the mean while 
District 4, the county’s 
“majority-minority” voting 
district, has a population 
nearly 30 percent below the 
mean, McDaniel noted.

Compliance with state 
law, Spellman said, was es-
sential for entering a feder-
al courtroom to amend or 
overturn a federal decree 
mandating single-member 
districts.

“At some point we have 
to redistrict,” said Commis-
sioner Warren Yeager. “It is 
part of what we are respon-
sible to do. We’ve got to bite 
the bullet.”

McLemore argued that 
there was no point expend-
ing money until a resolution 
on the inmate question was 
found by legislative fi at.

“Until we get it cleared 
up with the inmates … we 
should leave that alone,” 
Smiley said.

Commissioner Joanna 
Bryan said voters had 
“spoken” on their desire for 
countywide voting and that 
three commissioners, indi-

cating she, Yeager and Mc-
Daniel, “ran on the issue.”

“We need to move for-
ward on this,” Bryan said.

*Commissioners also 
voted 4-1 (Bryan dissent-
ing) to leave $46,750 in re-
imbursement money from 
the former Gulf County 
Economic Development Al-
liance, Inc. in the reserves 
for the new county-operat-
ed economic development.

Bryan noted that was 
in addition to a budget of 
more than $187,000 for the 
department – three times 
the amount the BOCC had 
budgeted for the EDA dur-
ing the current year.

The amount is more 
than double the full-year 
pledge to the former Eco-
nomic Development Coun-
cil prior to the formation of 
the EDA.

“Why would we fund 
this amount for economic 
development?” Bryan 
wondered. She had earlier 
in the week asked that the 
proposed economic devel-
opment department bud-
get be pulled from a meet-
ing agenda for additional 
analysis.

“We’ve cut important 
services to the people of 
our county,” she continued. 
“We cut a lot of things that 
important to the people in 
the county. 

“As you know I was 
against our taking back 
economic development. 
Government can’t carry 
the full weight of economic 
development. There has to 
be private (participation).”

4518964

UPWARD SOCCER
pre-k - 6th grade

Registration fee $60.00
Evaluations & Sign Up

Sat. Aug. 2nd & Sat Aug. 23rd
9:00am - 12:00pm

Honeyville Park Soccer Field
In the case of rain, it will be held at Glad Tidings Assembly of God

Fellowship Hall.

1st practice Sept 2nd
1st game Sept 13th
last game Oct 25th

The new College of Applied Studies at FSU
Panama City was approved by the FSU Board
of Trustees in June 2010 and allows the
campus to more easily respond to workforce
needs inour area.We invite you to support The
Campaign for Our Community’s University by
helpingusbuildanendowment for tomorrow’s
jobs. Our goal is to establish a $5 million
endowment for the College ofApplied Studies
by 2017, which will allow FSU Panama City to
establish student scholarships, implement
new degree programs and provide new
equipment and technology.

To learn how you can support our
community’s university, contact
Mary Beth Lovingood at (850) 770-2108
or mblovingood@pc.fsu.edu.

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY
PANAMA CITY

WE SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY’S UNIVERSITY

THE CAMPAIGN FOR OUR
COMMUNITY’S UNIVERSITY

Endowment for Tomorrow’s Jobs

$4,500,000$500,000 $1,500,000 $2,500,000 $3,500,000 $4,500,000

$0 $1,000,000 $2,000,000 $3,000,000 $4,000,000
$5,000,000

GOAL

We support FSU Panama City because of the strong
teaching and learning mission. Faculty thrive on

teaching, and students are focused on their academic
and professional goals. It’s a winning combination for

both the FSU and Panama City communities.

— Dr. Gary Bliss, FSU Panama City faculty

Gary and Hollis Bliss have established an endowed scholarship to assist FSU Panama
City students pursuing degrees in business or communication.
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WEWAHITCHKA CITY ELECTION

The City of Wewahitchka will hold an election on
September 23, 2014.

Candidates for
CITY COMMISSIONWARD III AND CITY

COMMISSIONWARD IV

must qualify between noon on August 26th and noon
September 3, 2014 Central Time.

Qualifying fees are $37.00

Registration books for this election will close on

August 25, 2014.
5:00 PM Eastern Time

Like us on

THE PORT ST. JOE STAR

MILLAGE from page A1Anglers divided 
on red snapper

amendment
By VALERIE GARMAN 

747-5076 | @valeriegarman
vgarman@pcnh.com 

PANAMA CITY — A proposed amendment to split the 
recreational red snapper sector has caused a split 
among anglers in the Gulf region. 

The amendment, un-
der consideration by the 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council, 
proposes dividing the 
current recreational red 
snapper allocation be-
tween for-hire operators, 
which includes charter 
and head boats, and pri-
vate recreational anglers 
who now share the same 
portion of the catch. 

Under current regu-
lations, the red snapper 
catch is split between 
just two sectors, with 51 
percent allotted to com-
mercial anglers and 49 
percent to recreational 
anglers. While most 
stakeholders agree some-
thing needs to be done to 
boost the number of fi shing days in federal waters — 
this year’s recreational season was just nine days — the 
opinions on how to get there are divided. 

“The main purpose of this is to address the fact that 
the for-hire share of the catch has gone way down over 
the last fi ve years or so,” said Roy Crabtree, Southeast 
regional administrator for the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries. “That’s 
largely a result of state waters being opened up outside 
of the federal season.”

Despite a longer season in state waters this year, 
many charter boats were kept onshore due to a provision 
in the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the law that governs U.S. 
fi sheries management, that says federal for-hire permit 
holders can fi sh only when federal waters are open.

“I think there’s general agreement among everyone 
that what we’re doing now is not working,” Crabtree 
said. “We need to fi nd a different way to manage the 
fi shery.” 

If the Gulf Council chooses to move forward with sec-
tor separation, which would break out the roughly 1,300 
boats that hold federal for-hire permits, it also would 
need to take action on how to split the quota and set the 
seasons. Additionally, the council will consider adopting 
an option for federal for-hire anglers to “opt out” and re-
join the private recreational sector. 

Beginning next month, the Gulf Council will host a 
series of public scoping meetings on the controversial 
issue, with one set in Panama City on Aug. 12. Crabtree 
said the council will discuss sector separation at its next 
meeting in Biloxi, Miss., on Aug. 25-29, but it is unlikely 
to make a decision before an October meeting in Mobile, 
Ala. 

While proponents of sector separation say it would 
give for-hire anglers more fl exible seasons and better 
accountability, those in opposition see it as an attempt 
to further restrict access to the resource by potentially 
requiring fi sh tags or catch-share programs similar to 
those used in the commercial red snapper fi shery. 

Ultimately, the Magnuson-Stevens Act will dictate 
how long recreational anglers can fi sh, regardless of 
how many sectors are split. By law, the fi shery must be 
shut down if the Gulf-wide recreational quota is met, 
even if one of the subsectors hasn’t met its quota. 

Under current 
regulations, 

the red snapper 
catch is split 

between just two 
sectors, with 51 
percent allotted 
to commercial 

anglers and 
49 percent to 
recreational 

anglers.
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Staff Report

This page features 
photos submitted 

to The Star by 
readers. Thanks to 
all who help make 
this page happen 
each week. This 
is intended to 
highlight the 

gorgeous, the 
interesting, weird, 
fun or just plain 
best that Gulf 
County offers. 
Please submit 
your photos to 

tcroft@starfl .com.
COURTESY OF MICHELLE KENDRICK

A little surf fi shing at sunset on St. Joe Beach

COURTESY OF NORMA FRASER

She picked sea shells by the seashore

COURTESY OF WAYNE TAYLOR

A sailboat on St. Joseph Bay bobs in the setting sun

COURTESY OF ESTHER ROSENTHAL

“Grandma, I don’t want to leave.”

COURTESY OF LAURA AT DRAGONFLY PHOTOGRAPHY

A glowing sun sets over the Port St. Joe Marina

COURTESY OF SUSIE PITTS

Sara and Savanna Hysmith show off the fi sh they snagged on The Brothers River while out with their great-
grandparents Mike and Pat Stripling of Wewahitchka

COURTESY OF MELINA ELUM

A sandpiper skips across St. Joe Beach

COURTESY OF TERRY LIND

A wide-angle shot of driftwood in St. Joseph Bay

COURTESY OF STEVE AT KAYAK DOG ADVENTURES

A man, his dog, his kayak and a gentle ride down the river



“Trivia Fun” with 
Wilson Casey, Guinness 
World Record Holder 
from Woodruff, S.C., is 
published in more than 
500 newspapers across 
the country and is a 
weekly feature in The Star.

1) What’s the area 
called that has over 
75% of the world’s 
active volcanoes? 

God’s Wrath, Ring of 
Fire, Lava Land, Flame 
Ridge

2) Which African 
country lies on the 
Indian Ocean and the 
Gulf of

Aden? Sudan, Nigeria, 
Somalia, Egypt

3) What was the 
world’s 1st atomic-
powered merchant 
ship?

Savannah, Charleston, 
Roosevelt, Columbia

4) Which of these 
innovations came into 
being the earliest?

Neon lights, Calculus, 
Stethoscope, Richter scale

5) What is 
ophidiophobia a fear 
of?

Orthodontists, Shadows, 
Eagles, Snakes

6) How many U.S. 
states border the 
Pacific Ocean?

3, 4, 5, 6

7) What is the least 
populous state to have 
any sports team in 
either the NBA, NFL, 
NHL, or MLB? 

Utah, Wisconsin, 
Oregon, Arizona   

8) Where was the 
birthplace of the 
International Red 
Cross?

Sweden, Ireland, 
Switzerland, Florida

9) What’s the only 
play of Shakespeare 
to mention 
“America”?

Comedy of Errors, 
Tempest, Macbeth, Hamlet

10) Which main river 
flows through Rome, 
Italy?

Euphrates, Tiber, 
Danube, Nile

ANSWERS: 
1)  Ring of Fire, 2)  

Somalia, 3)  Savannah, 4)  
Calculus, 5)  Snakes, 6)  5, 
7)  Utah, 8)  Switzerland, 
9)  Comedy of Errors, 10) 
Tiber

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

The Independence Fund be-
gan with a chair.

A new advisory board now in-
cludes a sister.

Port St. Joe resident Brenda 
Garth, president of the Semper 
Fi Sisters, was recently named to 
the advisory board of the Miami-
based The Independence Fund, 

a volunteer organization that 
strives to provide tools and thera-
pies to assist injured veterans.

In addition, Semper Fi Sisters, 
which began seven years in Port 
St. Joe and has blossomed into a 
nationwide network of hundreds 
of wives, mothers, sisters, aunts 
and grandmothers of members 
of the military, was named one of 
two official non-profit partners of 
The Independence Fund.

The advisory board was cre-

ated to help guide The Indepen-
dence Fund’s strategic direction 
and will undertake an array of 
projects, especially helping to 
plan and coordinate the upcom-
ing Lt. Dan Weekend in Charles-
ton, SC.

In addition to Garth, Blair 
Hughes of Hartford, CT (a wound-
ed veteran’s wife), Jane Horton of 
Washington, D.C. (Horton’s hus-
band was killed in combat), Sarah 
Verardo of Charlotte, NC (her 

husband was severely injured in 
battle) and Capt. John Woodall of 
North Carolina (a wounded veter-
an) were named board members.

“We are extremely honored to 
have these leaders on board with 
us,” said Steve “Luker” Dany-
luk, the president and founder of 
the Independence Fund. “They 
represent a broad spectrum of 
advocates and expertise in the 
military and wounded veteran 
community.

“Collectively their voices will 
help guide Indy Fund into the 
next chapter as we continue to 
offer initiatives and programs to 
best serve our nation’s most de-
serving population – our severely 
injured veterans.”

Garth had already been 
tabbed, along with Hughes, to as-
sist the Fund to “reconstruct, or-
ganize and produce” the annual 

Wes Locher | The Star

The next Salt Air Farmer’s Market will be held on Saturday, Aug. 2, at 
City Commons Park in Port St. Joe. Farmers from around North Florida 
and Georgia will have fresh produce for purchase and vendors will sell 
homemade crafts and jewelry. The Salt Air Farmer’s Market promotes a 
sustainable food system on Florida’s Forgotten Coast. The Market runs from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. ET.

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl.com

Celebrate a healthy life.
On Friday, the Wewahitchka Medical Cen-

ter will hold a Back to School Health Fair at 
the facility from 2-4 p.m. CT.

The annual event, which is open to the 
public, will feature 18 vendors and offer free 
medical screenings for blood pressure, pulse 
oxygen, body mass, vision and hearing.

“These free health screenings could make 
you aware of an issue that could be a concern,” 
said center manager Katrina Saunders.

Last year’s health fair welcomed 180 mem-
bers of the community through the door and 
this year is poised to be equally successful.

Kids are invited to try a clean hands 
screening where they wash with a special 
soap that shows missed areas when exposed 
to a black light. Children in grades K-12 will 
receive a free backpack with school sup-
plies, including glue sticks, pencils, pens and 

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl.com

Paws for celebration.
Last Wednesday, the Developing 

Adoptable Dogs With Good Sociability 
(DAWGS in Prison) program, based 
out of the Gulf Forestry Camp in 
White City, graduated its 34th class.

The program, a partnership be-
tween the Florida Department of 
Corrections, the Board of County 
Commissioners and the St. Joseph 
Bay Humane Society, provides in-
mates the opportunity work as train-
ers for the rescued dogs, teaching the 
animals basic obedience skills and 
making them adoptable.

In the five years since the pro-
gram’s inception, 355 dogs have grad-
uated the program and 398 inmates 
have learned the skills of compassion, 
patience, tolerance and teamwork, all 
of which will aid them in securing em-
ployment upon release.

During each class dogs are 
brought from the humane society in 

Port St. Joe to spend eight weeks with 
a group of inmate trainers, handlers 
and caretakers. 

“If our dogs could talk, they would 
marvel at the compassion and atten-
tion they receive here,” said DAWGS 
co-director Sandi Christy during her 
graduation speech where she ad-
dressed inmates, volunteers and 
adopters. 

“They would tell us they finally 
have a purpose and enjoy learning 
new things.”

Once the commencement cer-
emony was complete, the dogs were 
reintroduced to their new families for 
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LEFT: Scout was adopted by the Hughes family from Massachusetts. RIGHT: Trio was adopted by the Noles 
family from Panama City.

Canine commencement

FiLe phoTo

The Wewahitchka Medical Center will 
hold a Back to School Health Fair on 
Friday and celebrate the facility’s 10th 
anniversary.

Wewa medical 
center to hold 

health fair 
Friday

See Fair B9

DAWGS 
in Prison 
graduates 
Class 34

See daWGs B9

“If our dogs could talk, they would marvel at the 
compassion and attention they receive here.”

sandi christy
DAWGS co-director 
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Scooter is a 8mo 60lbs Lab/Mix.
He walks energetically on his
leash, is crate trained and craves
attention. Scooter loves kids and
adults and loves to play with them.
He would make a great family pet
for an active family. Scooter gets
along with his doggie friends but is
still unsure of cats.

If you are unable to adopt at this
time, perhaps you could foster or make a Donation. All pets
adopted from SJBHS will be current on vaccinations and
spayed/neutered. Please do not hesitate to email townsend.
hsdirector@gmail.com or adoptbaystjoe@gmail.com or call
the St. Joseph Bay Humane Society at 850-227-1103 and ask
for Melody or Debbie! Online applications and pet photos are
available at www.sjbhumanesociety.org

Shelter hours: Tuesday-Saturday from 10 am-4 pm! Faith's
Thrift Hut hours: Thursday-Saturday from 10 am-3 pm. Our
store and shelter location is 1007 Tenth Street in Port St. Joe.

OF THE
WEEKPET

If you aremissing a pet or want to adopt a new pet, please check with your local Humane Society or
Shelter.Follow us on Facebook: St. Joseph Bay Humane Society

St. Joseph Bay Humane Society

www.sjbhumanesociety.org
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Downtown Port St. Joe
850-229-6161

bowwowbeach.com301 REID AVENUE
PORT ST. JOE FLORIDA, 32456

Mon-Friday 10:30 - 5:00 • Saturday 10:30-3:30 • Closed Sunday

Now your source for
New Nutro Source
Grain Free Dog Food!
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Free School Supplies         
for 350 Students

Free Health Screenings     
for Everyone

Affordable, Quality Care,     
From People Who Care

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

850-639-5828

255 W River Road •Wewahitchka, FL 255 W River Road •Wewahitchka, FL 

Nor th F lo r ida Med i ca l Cen te r s , Inc .
MEDICAL CENTERW ewahitchka

Back to School Health Fair
August 1, 2:00-4:00 p.m. CDT

6519435

Society

VFW seeks Korean 
War veterans

The John C. Gainous 
VFW Post 10069 is asking 
all Korean War Veterans 
who served from June 
25, 1950 through July 
27, 1953 and veterans 
who participated in U.N. 
Peace-keeping operations 
until the end of 1955 to 
complete an application 
for the Republic of Korea 
“Ambassador for Peace” 
medal.

The application form 
can be obtained from VFW 
Post 10069 located at 1774 
Trout Ave. in Highland 
View.

You must provide a copy 
of your discharge papers 
to be attached to the 
application. Deadline for 
submission is Sept. 10.

POC for this award 
is David E. Kelly, Jr., 
Veterans Service Officer 
of VFW Post 10069. Please 
contact David Kelly with 
questions at 227-5023.

Amateur radio license 
exams

Amateur radio license 
exams will be given at 
10 a.m. ET Aug. 16 at the 
Emergency Operations 
Center in Port St. Joe. Get 
your license and get on the 
air or upgrade an existing 
license. An amateur radio 
license can put you in 
contact with the world.

If you need information, 
assistance or to register 
for an exam contact C.H. 
Tillis (AJ4xJ) at 648-8251.

American Legion Post 
116 meeting

There will be a general 
session American Legion 
Post 116 meeting at 4 p.m. 
ET, Thursday, July 31. 
The meeting will be held 
at the VFW Post 10069 on 
Trout Avenue in Highland 
View. Members are urged 
to attend. Eligibility for 
membership and benefits 
can be found on the 
American Legion website: 
http://www.legion.org/.  We 
invite all eligible veterans 
to join our organization.  
For God and Country.

Ashley McCrae 
Stephens, Nichole 

Stone engaged
Arden and Susan 

Stephens of Tallahassee, 
formerly of Port St. Joe are 
pleased to announce the 
engagement of their son, 
Ashley McCrae to Nichole 
Stone.  She is the daughter 
of Robert Stone of Sneads, 
Florida and Katherine 
Stone of Tallahassee, 
Florida.

Nichole is the 
granddaughter of Joanne 
Stone and the late Robert 
Stone of Sneads, Florida 
and the late Larry Jackson 
and Joyce Baker.  

Ashley is the grandson 
of the late Emory and 
Ruby Stephens and the 
late Ralph and Mamie 
(Harper) Dupree.

Nichole is a 2006 
graduate of Leon High 
School.  She completed 
her certification in Dental 
Assisting from Tallahassee 
Community College in 
2010 and then went on to 
graduate with an Associate 
of Science degree in 
Dental Hygiene.  Nichole 
currently practices as a 
Dental Hygienist at Family 
Dentistry of Southwood in 
Tallahassee, Florida.

Ashley is a 2000 
graduate of Port St. Joe 
High School.  He attended 
Flagler College where he 
earned a B.A. degree in 
Business Administration.  
Ashley is currently 
employed with the State 
Board of Administration in 
Tallahassee, Florida. 

Ashley and Nichole are 
planning a March wedding.

Engagement

Special to The Star

The Corrine Costin Gibson 
Memorial Library in Port St. Joe 
will offer Tales on Tuesdays for 
the little ones weekly beginning 
Sept. 9. Children from 9 months 
to preschoolers are welcome to 
join us every Tuesday at 10:30 
a.m. ET for stories, games, and 
fun. This will be a parent/child 
activity that helps develop a love 
for books and literacy. Please 
make plans to join us!

The Charles Whitehead 
Public Library in Wewahitchka 
will offer their After School 
Program for school-aged 
children at 3:30 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each month 
beginning Aug. 12. They also 
offer Wee Read for preschoolers 
every Monday at 11 a.m.

During the first two weeks 
of August, the library in Port 
St. Joe will be holding a book 
sale featuring mysteries and 
young adult selections. Teachers 
should stop in to stock up on 
some great bargains. We will 

also have lots of magazines 
(such as National Geographic) 
to help your student projects get 
off to a great start. And there’s a 
selection of free Reader’s Digest 
Condensed Books for the taking-
-anyone interested?

Keep your eyes and ears open 
for a guest author at the end of 
September. Bestselling Florida 
author Tim Dorsey will be at the 
Port St. Joe location at 3:30 p.m. 
ET on Sept. 30 to talk to his fans 
on this edge of the coast. He’ll 
sign and sell books and other 
Serge-related memorabilia. 
Check out his hilarious books, 
including his latest, Tiger 
Shrimp Tango, at the library.

The library in Wewahitchka 
will serve as a site for early 
voting from Aug. 16-23 in the 
conference room.

The Corrine Costin Gibson 
Memorial Library is at 110 
Library Drive in Port St. 
Joe, 229-8879. The Charles 
Whitehead Public Library is at 
314 N. 2nd St. in Wewahitchka, 
639-2419.

By Traci GaddiS
Special to The Star

Diane McKeithen has 
worn many hats in her 
life, wife, mother, teacher, 
grandmother but most 
recently she has added 
published author to her 
list.  In the late nineties 
Diane could be found 
behind a desk at Port St. 
Joe High School where 
she taught English, Public 
Speaking and Drama for 
six years.   

She is also the wife of 
former Gulf County Sheriff 
Frank McKeithen.  

The family relocated to 
Panama City and Diane 
continued to teach until 
her retirement in 2010.  
After retirement Diane 
toyed with the idea of 
writing a book….just for 
herself….just for her own 
pleasure.  The book she 
thought she would write 
and the book that she 
ended up writing became 
two entirely different 
books.  

“I was writing a short 
story about the ending of 
technology,” she said and 
she had a working title: In 
An Instant, “but when I 
sat down to write, chapter 
by chapter started to 
emerge.”  

At one point Diane 
had absolutely no idea 
where the storyline was 
going.  This went on and 
off for over a year.  By the 
end of the year she had 
an intriguing first draft 
and a tale of survival, 
life challenges, loss and 
rebuilding. There were 
still no plans to publish 
it but after her husband 

read the first draft he 
strongly encouraged 
her to get the book 
published.  At first it was 
thought that maybe she 
would just get it in book 
form for her children 
and grandchildren…
something to leave to 
them.  

After speaking with her 
friend Ruth Corley this 
changed as she quickly 
learned how and where to 
get help to self-publish. 

“Rewriting is the most 
important part of writing a 

book,” Diane told me.  
The teacher had 

become the student.  She 
now had a great respect 
for her students who she 
would make write and 
rewrite their papers. A 
classy cover was selected 
for the book. A sweet 
dedication was written, 
mentioning all of the 
students and all of the 
schools where Diane 
taught. Editing was 
completed and the book 
headed for Kindle sales 
and printing.  

Diane said she was so 
scared - “I have never felt 
so vulnerable in my life” 
- knowing that her work 
would be out there for 
people to like or criticize 
and then wondering if 
anyone was actually going 
to read it was constantly 
weighing on her mind.  

The day her book 
arrived was an emotional 
time for Diane.

”It was amazing, I felt 
like I was somebody,” she 
said. “A dream come true 
that I didn’t even know I 
had.”  

Then came the book 
signings and TV and 
newspaper interviews 
and the realization that 
yes, people did want to 
buy and read her book.  
She had fans and readers 
like myself who wanted to 
know when they reached 
the end of the book…..
What happens to Toni 
and Chase now?  Is Mrs. 
Owens alive? What is 
happening in the nearby 
towns? Okay here is an 
exclusive just for you but 
don’t say I told you…there 
is in fact another book 
being written and a sequel 
to that one is highly 
possible.  The sequel 
would merge the two 
books together for a third 
and final book. 

Probably one of 
Diane’s biggest fans is Ali 
Edmunds, her daughter 
who told me, “I am so 
proud of her. I hope to run 
into a complete stranger 
one day who is reading 
her book.” 

I have a feeling that 
Ali’s hope will very soon 
be realized.

Library news: story times, book sale and a famous author Society 
brieFS

WANt to go?
Diane McKeithen will be signing copies 

of her new book in Port St. Joe on Saturday. 
For an opportunity to meet Diane, purchase a 
copy of her book, or just say hello, she will be 
at the No Name Café, 325 Reid Ave., from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. ET Aug. 2. For additional 
information, call 229-9277.

diane McKeithen talks first book

SPeCiAL to the StAr

Diane McKeithen and a young fan at a book 
signing in Bay County.
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The Gulf Coast State College Foundation is proud to announce its
2014-2015 General and Endowed scholarship recipients. Our mission is to
provide scholarship support to students who are attending, or planning to
attend, Gulf Coast State College. The Foundation specializes in serving recent
high school graduates, as well as adults, by providing funding in the form of
tuition assistance and book vouchers. The Foundation is committed to the
belief that every deserving student, or potential student, merits a chance to
continue his or her education.

These scholarship opportunities would not be possible without the continuing
financial support of our community donors. On behalf of the Foundation Board
of Directors, we would like to thank our donors for their commitment to help
our community and we congratulate all of our 2014-2015 recipients.

Commitment to education

Dr. James Anderson
Foundation President

Margie Mazur
Executive Director

2014-2015 GULFAND FRANKLIN COUNTIES SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Gabrielle Anthony, William
Bailey, Sierra Baker,
Andrew Bidwell, Jakob
Bidwell, Kristen Burkett,
Amy Butler, Cameron
Butts, Katelyn Calvarese,
Ashley Carroll, Annalisa
Childress, Carley Clements,
Chelsea Cook, Homer
Davis, Robert Dykes,
Joshua Epps, Lavoniya

Faulk, Shenoya Fennell,
Morgan Fisher, Anna
Gaskin, Jenny Gibbens,
Rhonda Gibbs, Kevin
Gibson, Bryce Godwin,
Mikaleh Graham, Alyssa
Graziano, Rose Griffin,
Brandon Hall, Tabitha
Hardy, Jamie Heath,
AnMaree Hess, Justin
Hites, Laura Howell,

Allison Howze, Matthew
Howze, Shawn Jenkins,
Connie Jensen, Lauren
Jones, Abriale Kemp,
Katherine Kennington,
Brittany King, Gracyn
Kirvin, Graham Kirvin,
Christian Laine, Cailyn
LaPlante, James Lester,
Kayla Lindsey, Matthew
Ludlam, Lexie McGhee,

Trent McGill, Trey McGill,
Angela Mercado, Kelsey
Miles, Steven Odom,
Tevis Page, Alyssa Parker,
Brittnee Peak, Brook
Pittman, Marchelle Pryor,
Shakinah Quinn, Sawyer
Raffield, Cathlyn Robles,
Brhiannan Scruggs, Kelver
SIliezar, Bradlee Sinor,
Lacey Strickland, Bryanna

Stuart, Tymothy Stuart,
David Thomas, Tori
Thomas, Brittanie
Thompson, Chelsey Toney,
Lea Venable, Leonard Ward,
Grant Whiten, Jamie
Whitfield, Anna WIlcox,
Katie Wood, Kayla Wood,
Lilly Wright, Raheem
Wright, Shatiara Zaccaro,
Kara Zucci

850.872.3810 or 850.872.3862
www.gcscfoundation.org

*Listing contains the scholarship recipients as of July 21, 2014 from Gulf and Franklin counties. Some awards are still pending. The Foundation apologizes for any recipients who have been omitted in error.
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Title I orientation at Port St. Joe 
Elementary

Port St. Joe Elementary School will 
hold Title I orientation for parents/
guardians and their children Aug. 14-15.

From 2-2:30 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 
14, orientation for pre-K will be held.

The schedule for Friday, Aug. 15 is as 
follows:

• Kindergarten: 8-8:30 a.m. 
• First grade:  9-9:30 a.m.
• Second grade: 10-10:30 a.m. 
• Third grade: 11-11:30 a.m.;
• Fourth grade: noon to 12:30 p.m.
• Fifth grade: 1-1:30 p.m.
• Sixth grade: 2-2:30 p.m.
Parents/guardians are asked to 

bring their child’s supplies to his/her 
homeroom teacher.

PreK and kindergarten 
registration

Parents of students entering Pre-K or 
kindergarten at a public school in the full 
is urged to register their child as soon as 
possible.

Port St. Joe Elementary School is 
open 7 a.m. until 4 p.m. ET Monday 
through Thursday and may be contacted 
at 227-1221 for more information.

Wewahitchka Elementary School 
is open 7 a.m. until 4 p.m. CT Monday 
through Thursday and can be contacted 
at 639-2476.

School News

PorT ST. JoE Jr./Sr. HIgH 
ScHool

oPEn HouSE: Seventh 
and eighth grade open 
house will be noon until 
1 p.m. EDT Wednesday, 
Aug. 13. Open House for 
ninth through 12th grade 
will be 5:30 until 6:30 p.m. 
ETon Thursday, Aug. 14.

VollEyball: Volleyball 
practice begins 3 
p.m. EDT on Monday, 

Aug. 4. Tryouts will 
start Wednesday. All 
players must have a 
valid physical form 
EL2, Consent and 
release form EL3 
and concussion and 
heat related illness 
form EL3CH. Players 
will NOT be allowed 
to practice or tryout 
without these forms.

SEnIor PorTraITS: 

Senior portraits are 
scheduled for Wednesday 
and Thursday, Aug. 
13-14. Scheduling 
information has already 
been mailed home. If 
you have not received 
information concerning 
your scheduled date 
and time for portraits 
and sitting fees, call the 
photographer in Panama 
City at 769-6277. 

Special to The Star

Choosing a school for your child is one 
of the most important decisions you will 
ever make. If a family atmosphere with 
nurturing teachers and a stimulating, 
God-based curriculum is what you 
are looking for, then Faith Christian 
School is the place for you.  Interactive 
learning will be a part of your child’s 

day, along with Spanish classes for all 
grades.  Discovery learning days are 
incorporated into the academic year, 
and technology classes enhance the 
elementary program. Your child will 
experience academic excellence through 
Godly instruction. 

Faith Christian has a website (www.
FaithChristianPSJ.net).  Please take a 
few minutes and browse through our 
different links.  Communication with 
teachers will be available through this 
site as well as the latest news.  

Faith Christian school is taking 
applications for new students. Partial 
scholarship opportunities for tuition 
are available for K5 through the eighth 
grade.  Contact the office at 229-6707 to 
ensure your child’s spot.  

The Lion’s Tale

Special to The Star

The Jessie Ball duPont 
Fund recently awarded 
the Gulf Coast State 
College Foundation a 
$46,120 grant from the 
Port St. Joe Capacity 
Building Fund to finance 
a counselor position 
at the Gulf/Franklin 
Campus.

“At the Jessie Ball 

duPont Fund, we are very 
interested in helping 
young people access 
higher education and 
be successful,” said 
Sherry Magill, president 
of the Fund. “Having 
counselors in place who 
can serve as guides 
for students greatly 
increases the likelihood 
that students will stay in 
school and complete their 

education.”
The new counselor 

at the Gulf/Franklin 
Campus will provide 
academic, personal and 
financial counseling 
to students to improve 
success and retention.  
The counselor will also 
conduct workshops and 
group sessions designed 
to provide students with 
the skills needed to be 

successful in college 
and in their careers. 
The grant also includes 
funding for field trips and 
conferences in order to 
provide Gulf/Franklin 
students with a broader 
array of experiences.

“We are very excited 
about the addition of a 
counselor to our team 
at the Gulf/Franklin 
Campus,” said Loretta 

Costin, Director of the 
Gulf/Franklin Campus. 
“With this addition, we 
will be able to provide 
increased support to 
our students and we 
are thankful for their 
continued support.”  

“The Gulf Coast State 
College Foundation and 
the Jessie Ball duPont 
Fund continue to partner 
in their vision to provide 

Gulf and Franklin County 
students academic 
support and opportunities 
to achieve success,” 
said Margie Mazur, 
Executive Director, 
GCSC Foundation.  “The 
Foundation’s core mission 
is to provide educational 
opportunities for students 
and this project is one 
that will ensure student 
success.”

GCSC Foundation awarded grant for counselor at Gulf/Franklin Campus

School brIEfS
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SOUTHERLAND FAMILY
FUNERAL HOME

507 10th Street • Port St. Joe

(850) 229-8111

45
10
12
2

To know ChrisT and To Make hiM known

St. JameS’
epiScopal church

800 22nd Street, port St. Joe
8:00 and 11:00 a.m. (EST) • Sunday School 9:45

www.stjamesepiscopalchurch.org

Come worship with us!
Rector Father Tommy Dwyer
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St. Peter’s Church, ACC
(Traditional Services 1928 BCP)

Morning Prayer & Holy Communion
Sunday...............10:00 A.M.

Community Healing Service 6:00 P.M.
4th Thursday of Every Month
The Rev. Dr. D. Pete Windham, Priest

The Rev Lou Little, Deacon
Services Temporarily at Senior Citizens Center,

120 Library Drive
“An Unchanging Faith In A Changing World”

Morning Prayer & Holy Communion
Sunday...............10:00 A.M.

The Rev. Lou Little, Priest
Services Temporarily at Senior Citizens Center,

120 Library Drive
“An Unchanging Faith In A Changing World”
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COMFORTER
FUNERAL HOME
W. P. “Rocky” Comforter

L.F.D.
(850) 227-1818 45

10
13
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www.faithchristianpsj.net

(850) 229-6707

9:45
10:30
10:45
6:00
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“Our Church can be your home”

First Church of the Nazarene
2420 Long Avenue • Port St. Joe, Florida 32456

(850) 229-9596

Give unto the Lord the glory due His name, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
Psalm 29:2

Sunday School............................ 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........... 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship ..............6 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ....... 7 p.m.
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1602 Hwy 98, Mexico Beach, FL
(850) 648.1151 www.livingwateratthebeach.com

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM - Worship at Sunset Park (on the sand)

10:00 AM - Bible Study at 1602 Highway 98
MONDAY - 7:00 PM - Lifetree Café. Join the Conversation
WEDNESDAY - 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Open House Coffee & Conversation
THURSDAY- 6:30 PMMixed Bible Study

To contact worship leader: (850) 648.1151 or lwcpastor@fairpoint.net
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Cumbaa Monuments, Inc.
Serving

NW Florida
Since 1963

JAMES (JR) GROVER
Ph: 850-674-8449
Cell: 850-899-0979
jrgrov@msn.com

Blountstown, FL 32424

Cumbaa Monuments has been at 19041 Sr20 West, Blounstown for 50+ Years. We
take pride in helping you with selecting the right monument for your loved one. So

come by or give us a call, or we will come by your home, gravesite, etc.

A Spirit Filled
Outreach Oriented

Word of Faith Church

Home of tHe
PowerHouse

YoutH ministries

Pastors Andrew & Cathy rutherford
welcome you to worship with us:

sunday 10:30am
sunday night Prayer 6pm

wednesday 7pm
www.familylifechurch.net

323 reid Ave ~ Downtown Port st. Joe, fL ~ 850-229-5433

TOUCHING LIVES
WITH THE LOVE

OF JESUS
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Pastors Andrew & Cathy Rutherford
Welcome you to worship with us:

Sunday 10:30am
Wednesday 6:30pm

Sunday:
Sunday School - 9:15
Morning Worship - 10:30
Evening Worship - 5:00

1601 Long Ave Port St Joe, FL 32456
(850) 229-8691

WEdnESday:
Family dinner - 5:30
Prayer Meeting - 6:30
Student Ministry - 6:30
Children’s Ministry / Choir - 6:30
adult Choir - 7:30
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First Baptist Church
102 THIRD STREET • PORT ST. JOE

Buddy Caswell, Minister of Music & Education
Bobby Alexander, Minister to Students

New Service Schedule for First Baptist Church
Sunday School & Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 am
Sunday School & Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am
Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night Adult Prayer Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 pm
Wednesday Night Children's Ministry activities . . . . . . . 6:30 pm
Wednesday Night Youth Ministry activities . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 pm

www.fbcpsj.orgwww.fbcpsj.org

Sunday
Sunday School ............. 9:00 am
Worship Service............ 10:30 am
Choir............................ 6:00 pm

New Service Schedule for First Baptist Church

Wednesday
Dinner…………….5:00 - 6:00 pm
AWANA……………….6:00 - 7:30 pm
Surrender Student Ministry……………6:15 - 7:30 pm
Prayer/Bible Study…………….6:30 - 7:30 pm
Nursery………………………..6:00 - 7:30 pm

Bruce Hodge, Pastor

6:15
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Dr. Geoffrey Lentz
Pastor

Bobbi Lassiter
Minister to Families

Ann Comforter
Director of Music

1001 Constitution Dr.
850.227.1724

www.psjumc.org

Sunday Schedule
9:00AMEST -Worship on theWater,
“under the sails” on St. Joseph Bay.
11:00AMEST - Sanctuary Service
with Special Children’s time.
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This business invites you 
to visit the church of 

your choice this week.

w w w . s t a r f l . c o m

Overcoming childhood pain 
explored at Lifetree Café

Special to The Star

How to overcome child-
hood pain will be discussed 
at 7 p.m. CDT Monday, Aug. 
4, at Lifetree Café.

The program features the 
filmed story of Delisa Mayer, 
whose family took part in an 
ill-fated university study dur-
ing Mayer’s childhood. 

The outcome of that 
study — to introduce a new-
born chimpanzee into the 
family and raise it as a hu-
man child — shaped May-
er’s childhood and led to her 
parents’ divorce. 

“Our family was torn up,” 
Mayer said. “It was a hard 
thing to live through.” 

Admission to the 60-min-
ute event is free. Snacks 
and beverages are avail-
able. Lifetree Café is at 1602 
U.S. Highway 98 in Mexico 
Beach across from El Gov-
ernor Motel.

Lifetree Café is a place 
where people gather for con-
versation about life and faith 
in a casual coffeehouse-type 
setting. Questions can be di-
rected to Gary Grubb at 334-
806-5667 or lwclifetreecafe@
fairpoint.net. 

From staff reports
Learn How to Tame your Dragon at VBS
Oak Grove Church will host 

Vacation Bible School, under the 
title “How to Tame your Dragon,” 
from 6 to 8 p.m. EDT Aug. 4-8. 
This is for children kindergarten 
through fifth grade.

Join us for a week of food, 
games, music and learning how 
to “tame the dragons” the devil likes to send our way. 
It will be a week you will not want your child to miss. 

oBiTuarieS

Ruthann DeGraff  
of Wewahitchka went  
to be with Jesus on  
July 1. She was born on 
Oct. 17, 1972 in Stuart, 
Fla.,

Ruthann was  
preceded in death  
by her father, Lewis  
Ernest DeGraff of 
Clarksville; niece Melody 
Neel of Wewahitchka; 
maternal grandparents 
Coy and Elizabeth  
Vance; paternal 
grandparents Robert  
and Ruth DeGraff; Uncles 
Evan Vance of Balto, 
M.D., George DeGraff of 
Calif., Samuel DeGraff 
of Stuart, Gary Hinton of 
Fort White.; Aunt Louise 

Zachos of Balto.
She is survived 

by her mother  
Anne DeGraff of 
Wewahitchka; sisters, 
Louann Naylor  
(Billy) and Georgeann 
Baker (Larry),  
both of Wewahitchka; 
brother, Tim DeGraff 
(Kim) of Port St. Joe; 
stepmother Barbara 
De Graff of Clarksville; 
stepbrother Nathan 
Wingham of Clarksville; 
special friend,  
Donna Hyatt of Stuart; 
and a very special  
aunt, Evelyn King of S.C., 
along with numerous 
cousins, nieces and 
nephews. 

ruthann DeGraff
Mrs. Virginia “Jenny” 

C. Richardson, 85, of Port 
St. Joe, went to be with 
her Lord and Savior on 
Saturday, July 26, 2014. 

Mrs. Jenny was 
born Feb. 9, 1929, in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., to Edward 
and Lillian Collier. She was 
a member of First Baptist 
Church of Port St. Joe, Fla. 
Mrs. Jenny loved her family 
and church family. She was 
preceded in death by her 
husband, R.B. Richardson. 

Mrs. Jenny is survived 
by her two sons, David 
Richardson and wife, 
Stephanie, of Port St. Joe, 
Fla., and Barry Richardson 
and wife, Julie, of Pisgah 
Forest, N.C.; sister, Mary 

Lou Ison and husband, 
Dick, of Orlando, Fla.; five 
grandchildren, Jeremy 
Richardson, Chris 
Richardson and wife, 
Karen; Jason Richardson 
and wife, Elisha, Jonathan 
Richardson and Traci Naff 
and husband, David; and 
great-grandchildren, Mia 
and Josiah Richardson. 

A funeral was at 3 p.m. 
EDT Wednesday, July 30, 
2014, at First Baptist Church 
of Port St. Joe with the 
Rev. Bruce Hodge, the Rev. 
Buddy Caswell, and the Rev. 
David Nichols officiating. 

In lieu of flowers, family 
request donations to be 
made to the Gideon’s for 
Bibles in Jenny’s name. 

Virginia ‘Jenny’ C. richardson

Kathy Childs Little, 
59, of Mexico Beach, 
Florida died July 25, 
2014 at her beach home. 
She is survived by her 
husband of 11 years 
Lanny “Ray” Little, one 
daughter, Leslie Hall 
(Brent) of Marianna, Fla.; 
aunt, Peggy Thomas of 
Panama City, Fla.; brother, 
Philip ( Betsy) Childs of 
Folkston, Ga.; and nephew, 
Michael (Janine) Childs 
of Atlanta, Ga. Kathy was 
known as “Katkee” to 
her two grandchildren, 
Madison Hall of Marianna, 
Fla., and Brody Little of 
Wewahitchka, Fla. She also 
had two great-nephews 
Bobby and Jackson Childs 
of Atlanta, Ga.

She is preceded in 
death by her father Robert 

“Bobby” Childs, mother 
Leslie “Jenny” Childs of 
Marianna, Fla., and step-
son Jared Little of Port St. 
Joe, Fla.

Kathy was born in 
Marianna, Fla., on  
March 19, 1955, but lived 
in Grand Ridge, Fla., 
and Graceville, Fla., 
until her family moved 
to Marianna where she 
grew up. She graduated 
from Marianna High 
School in 1973, she then 
went to Judson College in 
Marion, Ala., where she 
earned her bachelor’s 
Degree in elementary 
education with a Minor 
in Art. Kathy then went 
on to earn her master’s 
degree in education from 
Troy University. Later on 
in her career as a teacher 

she decided to go back to 
school where she attended 
Florida State University 
where she earned her 
specialist degree in 
administration and 
educational Leadership. 
Kathy started her teaching 
career in Baker Hill, Ala.,, 
then moved to Pensacola, 
Fla., for a few years 
until she moved back to 
Marianna, Fla. She was 
a teacher at Cottondale 
Elementary and then went 
to F.M. Golson Elementary 
where she taught for the 
remainder of her career, 
while there she taught 
computer lab, art and 
many different grades. 

Every chance Kathy 
had during her lifetime 
she loved being at the 
beach. Kathy also had 

a love for Art and could 
draw or paint anything. 
She will greatly be missed 
by her family and all her 
friends. Her celebration of 
life service will be Sunday, 
Aug. 3, 2014, at 10 a.m. 
CST on Mexico Beach, 
Fla. Family and friends 
will meet at the 6th Street 
beach access walk-down to 
celebrate her life.

We ask in lieu of flowers 
that donations be made to 
Jackson County Education 
Foundation-Backpack for 
Kids in memory of Kathy 
Childs Little. Please send 
donations to: Backpack for 
Kids c/o Mary Nell Griffin, 
P.O. Box 225, Alford, FL 
32420. 

To extend condolences, 
visit www.heritagefhllc.
com. 

Kathy Childs Little

Special to The Star

The First Baptist Church of Port 
St. Joe will host a blood drive from 1 
to 6 p.m. EDT Monday, Aug. 4.

All donors will receive a beach 

towel and wellness checkup  
including blood pressure, 
temperature, iron count and 
cholesterol screening.

Those who donate blood two 
times between May 1 and Aug. 31 will 

receive a free lunch offer courtesy of 
Outback Steakhouse and be entered 
to win “Outback for a year.”

Make an appointment online at 
www.oneblooddonor.org and use 
sponsor code #G7016. 

Summer blood drive set for Aug. 4 at First Baptist
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Real Estate Picks
Best Values on the Forgotten Coast

MLS 251792 • $279,000 • Cape San Blas

This cottage style home is great for sitting back and
relaxing with the gulf breezes. Each deck has a different
view:oneofGulf ofMexico, oneofSt. JoeBay.Completely
furnished and freshly painted, this open floor plan is fully
furnished and very spacious. Good rental potential. Large
open deck and screened porch. Spacious garage and
storage area on ground level.

Preston Russ
850-227-8890 / 850-227-7770
www.coastalrealtyinfo.com
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M S 5308 $ 95,000 Cape Sa las

There is plenty of room with 4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths

p

Gulf front duplex unit with stunning sunset views from open
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MLS 251513• $299,900 • Cape San Blas

Gulf front duplex unit with stunning sunset views from open
decks and screened porch. This is a great place to relax at
the beach. Master bedroom upstairs with large deck with great
views of the beach. Master bedroom also has walkin closet.
Nice screened deck on the main level off the living area. Patio
area on ground level plus storage. This home is turnkey and
rental ready. All furniture, appliances and furnishings stay with
the home. Owner financing possible. Windows have 3M tinting
which reduces energy bills and lowers insurance rates.

Preston Russ
850-227-8890 / 850-227-7770
www.coastalrealtyinfo.com
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Coastal Realty can put your home here, plus feature
all over the internet. Call one of our agents today.

Coastal Realty Group
Holding this space for your home

Call 227-7770 today
www.gulfcoastalproperties.com

2012 Top $ Sales Volumewithin Gulf County
2014 YTD Top $ Sales Volume Gulf County
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Oak Grove 
Daycare 
expands

The Oak Grove Church 
Daycare is proud to 
announce the start of 
our new 3K program for 
the 2014-2015 school 
year. We have only a 
few spots available for 
children for this year. 
With the expansion of 
our daycare, part-time 
teaching positions are 
available immediately. 
If you are interested in 
joining our team, call 
Kristy at 227-4320 or 
stop by 613 Madison to 
apply. 

Make someone’s day
You never know what a smile might do.
If you have any spares, give away a 

few.
You might make someone’s day, 
You’ll surely get back a few.
You’re bound to feel much better, after 

the day is through.
To speak a kind word has been known 

to lift one up.
So smile, speak kindly, and overflow 

someone’s cup.
Billy Johnson

Back to school concert scheduled at FUMC
Special to The Star

First United Methodist 
of Port St Joe will be hosting 
a “Community Back-to- 
School” event Aug. 16. The 
church has secured the 

Christian alternative rock 
band Remedy Drive to 
headline this event. 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
EDT, and the show closes 
at 9 p.m. EDT.

Remedy Drive has 

recorded six albums. They 
have toured the Rock 
and Worship Roadshow, 
with artists such as David 
Crowder Band, Mercy 
Me, Family Force 5, Fee, 
and Sidewalk Prophets. 

The Remedy Drive song 
“Hope” was used for the 
Vancouver Olympic Games 
commercial in 2009 and 
2010.  

Tickets for the event 
are $8 in advance and $10 

at the door. All proceeds 
will be divided up between 
Imagine No Malaria 
and The Exodus Road. 
FUMC’s desire is to reach 
every middle/high school 
student in our area and 

extended areas. Come and 
help support two amazing 
causes. 

For more information, 
call 850-227-1724. For online 
tickets, go to http://bit.
ly/portstjoe.

Department of Health launches worksite wellness
By WES LOCHER

229-7843 |@PSJ_Star
wlocher@starfl.com

The Department of 
Health urges a healthy 
county, and the practice 
must start at home.

Coinciding with the 
start of the new fiscal year, 
the Florida Department of 
Health in Gulf County has 
implemented a worksite 
wellness program for its 
employees. 

The Department of 
Health and North Florida 
Child Development Center 
volunteered to move for-
ward with the one-year pilot 
program, which began in 
July and will last through 
June 2015. Upon the pro-
gram’s completion, Commu-

nity Health Improvement 
Partners (CHIP) will evalu-
ate the results. The pro-
gram also was selected as 
a Healthiest Weight Florida 
strategy which aims to in-
crease the percentage of 
adults at a healthy weight.

In May, members of the 
CHIP invited Gulf County’s 
largest employers to the 
worksite wellness seminar, 
hosted by Biz Fit Wellness,  
a corporate program  
based at Big Bend Health 
Education Center. The pro-
gram assists employees in 
making voluntary behav-
ioral changes, which help 
reduce health and injury 
risk, improve health con-
sumer skills and enhance 
individual productivity and 
well-being. 

“With a worksite well-
ness program, healthy op-
portunities are available for 
employees to create a bet-
ter balance between work 
and home life,” said Marsha 
Lindeman, administrator 
for the Florida Department 
of Health in Gulf County. 
“We hope to develop and 
sustain a wellness culture 
in the workplace that in-
creases lifestyle change 
success.” 

Biz Fit will provide health 
risk assessments for all em-
ployees, including biometric 
screenings, access to a well-
ness online portal to track 
progress and read about 
the benefits of behavioral 
changes and a tobacco ces-
sation program.

Individualized health 

plans also will guide em-
ployees. These plans are 
implemented with the as-
sistance of a wellness coach 
who will provide a minimum 
of four one-hour sessions to 
each enrolled employee per 
contract year. 

Program activities will 
be evaluated for employee 
satisfaction, participation, 
improvement in knowledge, 
intent to change behavior 
and actual changes in be-
havior and health risk. 

Internal resources will 
be coordinated by Educa-
tion Program Manager 
Sarah Hinds, who recently 
completed training to be-
come a certified worksite 
wellness specialist and will 
coordinate voluntary ac-
tivities including 30-minute 

“lunch and learns” focused 
on various health topics, 
walking meetings to en-
courage physical activity, 
an exercise video library 
available to employees 
during their break times 
or lunch hour, “stretch and 
flex” times throughout 
scheduled during the day to 
remind employees to get up 
from their desks and blood 
pressure stations for avail-
able to employees.

“The Department of 
Health and North Florida 
Child Development are very 
excited to move forward 
with the wellness program,” 
Hinds said. “Providing 
health-focused opportuni-
ties and support services at 
the worksite will hopefully 
improve the quality of life for 

all employee participants.” 
According to the Nation-

al Wellness Institute, more 
than one-third of deaths can 
be attributed to low physical 
activity, tobacco and alcohol 
use and poor diet. Last year, 
medical costs of obesity in 
the U.S. were estimated at 
$147 billion while costs re-
lated to diabetes were esti-
mated at $174 billion and $58 
billion was spent in indirect 
costs attributed to disability, 
work loss and premature 
mortality.

Much of the country 
works eight-hour jobs be-
hind desks with little mobili-
ty throughout the day which 
can lead to health issues. 
The goal of the program 
is to bring those statistics 
down in Gulf County.

Like us on
THE PORT ST. JOE STAR
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PANAMA CITY BEACH — A 
group tasked with paving 
the way for allocating bil-
lions of dollars in Deepwa-
ter Horizon oil spill fines 
has moved one step closer 
to putting those dollars to 
work. 

The Gulf Coast Eco-
system Restoration Coun-
cil moved forward with a 
submission and evaluation 
process for Gulf of Mexico 
restoration projects Friday, 
opening the door for the 
council to receive propos-
als as soon as next month, 
with evaluation and selec-
tion to be completed later 
in the fall. 

Established by the 2012 
RESTORE Act, the Gulf 
Coast Ecosystem Restora-
tion Council is chaired by 
the secretary of the U.S. of 
Department of Commerce 
and also includes repre-
sentatives from five other 
federal agencies and gov-
ernor-appointed represen-
tatives from each of the five 
states affected by the 2010 
oil spill. 

Together, the council is 

responsible for developing 
a comprehensive restora-
tion plan using a portion of 
the Clean Water Act fines 
and other civil and admin-
istrative penalties imposed 
on BP. 

Under the RESTORE 
Act, 80 percent of civil fines 
from the spill will be used 
for restoration projects 
in the five Gulf States. Of 
those dollars, which will 
be channeled into the Gulf 
Coast Restoration Trust 
Fund, 30 percent will be al-
located to the council.

 Currently included in 

the trust fund is $1 billion 
Transocean Ltd. paid out 
last year for the company’s 
involvement in the spill. 
Fines against BP will be 
determined in the third and 
final phase of the civil trial 
against BP, set to begin in 
January. 

“Two years after the pas-
sage of the RESTORE Act, 
and four years after the ex-
plosion of the Deepwater 
Horizon oil rig, the council 
is well-positioned to begin 
the process of selecting 
restoration projects,” said 
Council Executive Director 
Justin Ehrenwerth. “These 
foundational steps serve to 
expedite our ability to fund 
ecosystem restoration 
projects as funds become 
available.”  

How IT works
Last August the council 

adopted an Initial Compre-
hensive Plan, a document 
that provides an overarch-
ing list of goals and priori-
ties geared at revitalizing 
and restoring the Gulf ’s 
environment and economy.

Any entity or the gen-
eral public can submit res-
toration project ideas, but 
they must be sponsored 
by a council member to be 
considered. 

Projects will be selected 
based on merit, with a vet-
ting process that includes 
an independent science 
review and provides for co-
ordination with other res-

toration efforts. According 
to the council, the process 
will give the highest prior-
ity to projects that meet 
one or more restoration 
priorities. 

The council will publish 
a draft list for public com-
ment next year outlining 
projects that will be funded 
using the available Trans-
ocean settlement money. 

“This process is the 
most efficient and respon-
sible way to honor the 
requirements of the RE-
STORE Act,” Ehrenwerth 
said. “It will also assure 
the public that the selected 
projects are grounded in 
the best available science, 
have a positive impact on 
the natural resources of the 
Gulf, and provide transpar-
ency as the council applies 
consistent and objective 
criteria during the selec-
tion process.”

Kara Lankford, interim 
director of Ocean Conser-
vancy’s Gulf Restoration 
Program, applauded the 
council for developing a 
science-based evaluation 
system. 

“Ocean Conservancy 
has been one of the stron-
gest supporters for a 
science-based platform 
for successful Gulf res-
toration,” Lankford said. 
“Thanks to the actions tak-
en by the council … proj-
ects to restore the Gulf will 
be chosen based on merit, 
not on politics.”  

4518377

Serving all of Gulf and Franklin Counties
Commercial • Residential • Industrial

Air Conditioning • Heating • Refrigeration
Service • Installation

Preventative Maintenance

Email us at info@portstjoeac.com
www.portstjoeac.com
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Gun
Show

February
23rd & 24th

Ft. Walton Beach
Fairgrounds

FREE
PARKING

Concealed
Weapons Class
Sat/Sun 11am or 2pm Floridagunshows.com Sat 9-5 Sun 10-4

Panama City
Fairgrounds

AUGUST
9th & 10th

PA
NA

MA ROOFINGsince 1920
Bonded - Insured

SUMMER SALE!
20% OFF ALL Residential Roofing

850-265-1151
Florida's Oldest Roofing Firm Re-Roof Specialist

FL LIC CCC 1329654
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KidsWin Tournament
FREE to Register at the Port St. Joe Marina

First 350 Kids Get a Rod & Reel,
Tackle, & a Goody Bag!

Friday August 1st
Sign in 3pm – 6:30pm EST

Saturday August 2nd
Fishing Commences at 7:00am EST

Weigh in 10am – 12pm EST

www.KidsWinFishing.com

Donations Accepted

AN EXCITING SALES OPPORTUNITY IN THE NEWS HERALD, WORKING ON:

To apply, send resume to LGrimes@pcnh.com.
Candidates should have prior experience in a sales environment along with high school diploma or equivalent.
The News Herald offers a competitive benefit package including health, dental, life insurance, and 401(k) plan.

Candidate hired pending pre-employment drug screen and criminal background check.

The News Herald is seeking a Sales Support Coordinator. The ideal
candidate will need:

› Strong communication skills, and very high attention to detail.
› Excellent customer service, organizational skills and computer skills required.
› Must be process driven and be able to function effectively and independently, with

assertive, innovative and persuasive personality to achieve sales objectives on a regular
basis.

This position will work collaboratively with the assigned team to ensure exceptional customer
service to company’s current and prospective advertisers by helping set appointments for sales
team and taking calls from clients.

SALES SUPPORT COORDINATOR

1131232

Sacred Heart to 
host new-volunteer 
orientation Aug. 15  

Special to The Star

Sacred Heart Hospital on the Gulf will host a new-
volunteer orientation for community-minded individu-
als who want to become a volunteer at the hospital. The 
orientation session will be held 1-4 p.m. ET on Friday, 
Aug. 15 in the conference room at Sacred Heart.

At the core of the Sacred Heart’s long and proud tra-
dition of caring for the sick, the poor, the aged and the 
vulnerable, stands a group of volunteers whose willing 
hearts and helping hands have served generations of 
families during their time of need. 

Today, volunteer roles within the hospital include 
greeting visitors, escorting and assisting guests, as 
well as helping with special projects throughout the 
hospital.  

Sacred Heart volunteers share a sense of pride in 
the service they provide to the families who seek care 
at our door. Some volunteers work a few hours a week, 
while others serve a few days a week. 

Several volunteers are needed to provide assistance 
in the gift shop, physical therapy, and at the welcome 
desk, on shifts that range from morning to evening 
seven days a week. 

The rewards of volunteering are as individual as 
each volunteer, and all volunteers enjoy meal vouchers, 
free flu vaccines and an open invitation to participate in 
Sacred Heart’s special events. 

For more information about volunteer opportuni-
ties at the hospital, please contact Sharon Abele at 
Sacred Heart Hospital on the Gulf, at (850) 225-8134 or 
sabele@shhpens.org. For more information about Sa-
cred Heart, visit www.sacredheartonthegulf.org. 

Sacred Heart 
establishes community 

councils to advise on 
enhanced care

Special to The Star

Sacred Heart Health System has added a fourth Pa-
tient & Family Advisory Council (PFAC) with the addi-
tion of an Advisory Council at The Children’s Hospital 
at Sacred Heart in Pensacola. 

The Council helps advise the hospital on ways it can 
enhance patient care.

Patient & Family Advisory Council’s now provide in-
put at the following Sacred Heart facilities:

*Sacred Heart Hospital Pensacola, with Geri Sav-
age as chair;

*The Children’s Hospital at Sacred Heart in Pen-
sacola, with Theresa Chmiel as chair;

*Sacred Heart Hospital on the Emerald Coast in Mi-
ramar Beach, with George Hendrix as chair; and 

*Sacred Heart Hospital on the Gulf in Port St. Joe, 
with Martha Sandford as chair.

“We want to give our patients and family members a 
voice in making decisions and plans that affect them,” 
says Ann Erickson, RN, Patient/Staff Advocate. “Our 
goal is to improve the healthcare of our community, 
so it makes sense to include the community in how we 
provide healthcare.”

The purpose of the Advisory Council is to: 
*Ensure care at Sacred Heart is patient/family 

centered.
*Bring patient/family needs and concerns to the 

hospital’s staff and leadership.
*Improve patient and family satisfaction.
*Guide the hospital’s priorities and planning.
*Further build a positive relationship between the 

hospital and members of the community.
For more information about any of Sacred Heart’s 

Patient & Family Advisory Councils, please contact 
Ann Erickson at 850-416-7000.

Restoration Council OKs RESTORE process
“Two years after the passage of the RESTORE Act, 
and four years after the explosion of the Deepwater 

Horizon oil rig, the council is well-positioned to begin 
the process of selecting restoration projects. These 
foundational steps serve to expedite our ability to 

fund ecosystem restoration projects as funds become 
available.”  

— Council Executive Director Justin Ehrenwerth

FIlE PHoTo 

BP-contracted workers clean up the beach at St. Andrews State Park near Panama City Beach in July 2010 
after the Deepwater Horizon exploded in the Gulf of Mexico, spilling oil into the Gulf. 
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Implants & Crowns

Affordable Dentures-Panama City,P.A.
William C.Knapke, DDS, General Dentist

Panama City Square
617 West 23rd Street, Panama City FL

Call For Information

1-888-336-1615

•Same-Day Service In Many Cases
•Financing Available

Fees effective through 11/21/14. Additional fees may be incurred
depending on individual cases. Same-day Crown service may not

be available in certain cases.
Affordable Dentures- Panama City, P.A. Office #: (850) 872-6155.

Great
Savings
vs. other
Dental

providers

20
14

4-
4-
T4

Single Tooth Implant
including Crown

starting at

$1,895
Denture
Implants
starting at

$1,595
Lower Arch

$1,995

Same -Day Crowns $695
Upper Arch
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Three species of mole 
crickets were first detected in 
the southeastern United States 
about 1900, and are now serious 
plant pest.  Those species 
are the tawny mole cricket, 
southern mole cricket and 
shortwinged mole cricket.

Mole crickets live in the soil 
and feed on plant roots.  Their 
front legs are short and stout 
well adapted for tunneling.  
Their velvety skin is light 
brown, and the adults, which 
reach a length of about one-and-
a-half inches, have prominent 
wings folded over their back.

Each spring, mole crickets 
lay eggs in the soil.  The 
nymphs, which hatch in about 
two weeks, look like the adults, 
except they’re smaller and lack 

fully developed wings.  
These nymphs mature 
very gradually, reaching 
adulthood the following 
spring.  Thus, there is 
only one generation per 
year.

Although mole 
crickets live mostly 
below the ground, 
the adults are readily 
attracted to lights 
especially in the spring, and 
through the summer.  At these 
times, they’re commonly found 
under street lamps, electric 
signs, and similar illumination.

Mole crickets are most 
active at night, especially 
after a rain or irrigation, when 
the temperature is about 70 
degrees Fahrenheit, under 

these conditions; they 
make burrows in the 
upper inch or two of 
the soil.  Occasionally, 
they’ll partially emerge 
to gather bits of food.  
These surface burrows, 
which range from 
about one-eighth to 
three-quarter of an 
inch in diameter, look 
like miniature mole 

runs.  This burrowing loosens 
the soil, causing plants to dry 
out.  However, the most serious 
damage is caused by the 
crickets feeding on the roots of 
lawn grass.

Mole crickets can be 
controlled by either sprayer 
baits.  Apply sprays or 
bait when the overnight 

temperature is expected to 
be 70 degrees Fahrenheit or 
higher, and be sure the soil is 
moist.  If necessary, sprinkle 
the area for about an hour 
before application. Moisture 
aids soil penetration of sprays, 
and with baits, it attracts the 
mole crickets to the surface to 
feed.

To insure even pesticide 
coverage, it’s best to treat no 
more than 500 square feet at 
a time.  Mark off the area to 
be covered, and apply half the 
recommended amount evenly, 
back and forth in one direction.  
Then, turn at right angles and 
apply the rest.  After spraying, 
irrigate for 40-60 minutes.  Do 
not water after applying baits.

Baits are more effective 

when the fast-growing nymphs 
need a lot of food from late 
June through September.  The 
sooner baits are applied after 
damage is noticed, the more 
effective they’ll be.  Baits 
may be applied by hand, 
but be sure to wear rubber 
gloves.  For sprays, a garden 
hose attachment applicator 
is recommended one that 
requires 15 to 20 gallons of 
water passing through the hose 
to empty a quart jar.

For more information on 
controlling mole crickets, 
contact the Gulf County 
Extension Service at 639-3200 
or visit our website:  http://gulf.
ifas.ufl.edu  or www.http://edis.ifas.
ufl.edu  and see publication ENY 
234, ENY 300.

Mole crickets – a serious lawn pest

Roy lee 
caRteR

County extension 
director

New doctors at the 
Florida Department of 
Health in Gulf County

Special to The Star

The Florida Department of Health in Gulf County 
would like to welcome their newest members of the 
medical team, Charlie Richardson, M.D. and Musab 
Al-Yahia, M.D.

Dr. Charlie Richardson is a graduate of the 
Meharry Medical College, School of Medicine in 
Nashville, Tennessee and an undergraduate of 
Florida State University in Tallahassee. 

He brings experience working in community 
health centers to provide medical care to 
underserved populations.  Dr. Richardson is board 
certified in general surgery and a member of the 
American College of Surgeons. He is a world traveler, 
enjoys fishing and loves to practice medicine. Dr. 
Richardson looks forward to developing a strong 
partnership with your family, and strives to deliver a 
pleasant and positive family practice.

Dr. Musab Al-Yahia is a graduate of the Florida 
State University, Pediatric residency program in 
Pensacola and an undergraduate of the University 
of South Florida in Tampa. 

A long-time Panama City resident, he enjoys 
scuba diving, fishing and spending time with his 
wife and four children. Dr. Musab brings pediatric 
emergency room experience and looks forward to 
working with Gulf County families with the highest 
quality care.

The Florida Department of Health in Gulf County 
accepts Prestige and Staywell Medicaid, Medicare 
and most other third party insurances. 

Call today to schedule your appointment! (850) 
227-1276

The mission of the Florida Department of Health 
in Gulf County is to protect, promote & improve the 
health of all people in Florida through integrated 
state, county, & community efforts.  

Special to The Star

PaNaMa cIty — The un-
employment rate in the 
CareerSource Gulf Coast 
region (Bay, Franklin and 
Gulf counties) remained un-
changed from May to June, 
according to data released 
today by the Florida Depart-
ment of Economic Opportu-
nity. A county breakdown, 
however, shows a slight in-
crease in Gulf County.

The unemployment rate 
in the three-county region 
was 5.7 percent in June 
2014. The good news is 
that the figure is nearly a 
full percentage point below 
June 2013 (6.6 percent), and 
outpaces the state‘s current 
unemployment rate of 6.2 
percent. However, almost 
6,000 CareerSource Gulf 

Coast job seekers are out of 
work.

The June DEO report 
shows that out of a labor 
force of 105,266, there were 
5,955 unemployed Career-
Source Gulf Coast resi-
dents. But there were more 
than 1,000 additional job 
seekers in the labor force 
since the May data was re-
leased. Just a month ear-
lier, the local region‘s labor 
force was 104,180, with 5,851 
unemployed.

“It is encouraging to see 

the labor force growth,“ 
said CareerSource Gulf 
Coast Executive Director 
Kim Bodine. “This is an in-
dication that some job seek-
ers who chose to sit on the 
sidelines through the worst 
of the recession are now 
among those seeking em-
ployment. The confidence 
level seems to be slowly 
increasing among employ-
ers and job seekers alike. 
I also believe that we had 
an influx of high school and 
college graduates in June, 

accounting for some of that 
increase.“

Major occupational 
groups with the most online 
ads in June 2014 were sales 
and related occupations; 
healthcare practitioners 
and technical occupations; 
and office and administra-
tive support occupations. 
Labor demand in the re-
gion, measured by online 
advertised vacancies, bot-
tomed out in December 
2010 and has increased by 
2,101 openings since then.

Special to The Star

tallaHaSSee — The Florida Depart-
ment of Health reminds residents and 
visitors that it is important to “Drain 
and Cover” this National Mosquito 
Control Awareness Week. The Depart-
ment encourages everyone to take sim-
ple precautions to protect themselves 
and their neighbors from mosquito-
borne illnesses which have received 
increased attention recently in Florida.

“A simple and easy way to prevent 
mosquito-borne illnesses is to follow 
the “Drain and Cover” method,” said 

Dr. Celeste Philip, Deputy Secretary 
for Health and Deputy State Health 
Officer for Children’s Medical Servic-
es.  “Drain water from any contain-
ers around your home, cover your 
skin with clothing and mosquito re-
pellent and cover doors and windows 
with screen to keep mosquitoes out 
of your home or business.”

DRaIN standing water to stop mos-
quitoes from multiplying:

Drain water from garbage cans, 
house gutters, buckets, pool covers, 
coolers, toys, flower pots or any other 
containers where sprinkler or rain 

water has collected.
coVeR skin with clothing or 

repellent:
Wear shoes, socks, and long pants 

and long-sleeves. This type of pro-
tection may be necessary for people 
who must work in areas where mos-
quitoes are present. Apply mosquito 
repellent to bare skin and clothing. 
Always use repellents according to 
the label. Repellents with DEET, pi-
caridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus, and 
IR3535 are effective. Use mosquito 
netting to protect children younger 
than 2 months old.

UNeMPloyMeNt RateS (%) (Not SeaSoNally aDjUSteD)
	 	 	 	 June-14		 May-14		 June-13
Gulf	County			 	 6.1	 	 6.0		 	 7.0
Bay	County		 	 	 5.6		 	 5.6	 	 6.6
Franklin	County		 	 5.6		 	 5.6	 	 5.6

Regional labor force grows as unemployment unchanged

DOH reminds residents to ‘drain and cover’



Law EnforcEmEnt 
Summary
JuLy 21-27

On Tuesday, July 22, 
Sgt. J. Williams and Dep-
uty J. Brock arrested 
Matthew R. Green (19) on 
a warrant for False Rep-
resentation of Owner-
ship. Green was arrested 
in the 400 block of Catalpa 
Street in Wewahitchka. 
Investigator L. Dickey ini-
tiated an investigation af-
ter receiving a complaint 
regarding the theft of a 20 
gauge shot gun. During 
the course of the investi-
gation it was determined 
Green pawned the item. 
Green was transported to 
the Gulf County Detention 
Facility (GCDF) where he 
was later first appeared. 
He remains in custody on 
a $1,000 bond. 

On Thursday, July 24, 
Deputy S. Ferrell con-
ducted a traffic stop in the 
100 block of West Highway 
98 in Port St. Joe. Lesley 
D. Strickland (38), the 
driver, was operating the 
vehicle without a valid 
license. Strickland was 
placed under arrest for 
knowingly Driving While 
License Suspended/ 
Revoked (DWLS/R). 
While conducting an in-
ventory of the vehicle, 
Deputy Ferrell discovered 
Strickland was in posses-
sion of hydrocodone and 
paraphernalia. Strick-
land was transported to 
the GCDF and charged 
with DWLS/R, Posses-
sion of Controlled Sub-
stance, and Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia. She 
was first appeared and 
later released on a $2,000 
bond. 

On Friday, July 25, In-
vestigators and Deputies 

arrested Joann P. Wilder 
(56) and Joanna M. Wild-
er (39) in the 100 block of 
Burgess Creek Road in 
Dalkeith. The GCSO held 
active warrants on Joann 
Wilder for Principle to the 
Sale of Meth and active 
warrants on Joanna Wild-
er for the Sale of Meth 
within 1,000 feet of a Park. 
Both were transported 
to the GCDF where they 
were later first appeared. 
Joanna Wilder remains 
in custody on a $25,000 
bond and Joann Wilder 
remains in custody on a 
$15,000 bond. 

On July 25, investiga-
tors and deputies arrest-
ed Dennis L. Emanuel 
(50) in the 100 block of 
Sunset Drive in Wewahi-
tchka. The GCSO held ac-
tive warrants on Emanuel 
for Sale of Oxycodone and 
Unlawful use of a Two-
way Communications 
Device. Emanuel was 
transported to the GCDF 
where he was later first 
appeared and released on 
a $20,000 bond. 

On July 25, Rebecca L. 
Terry (44) was arrested 
by investigators and dep-
uties in the 100 block of 
Christopher Robin Drive 
in Wewahitchka. A war-
rant for Principle to the 
Sale of Meth was issued 
for Terry’s arrest. She 
was taken to the GCDF 
where she was later first 
appeared. Terry remains 
in custody on a $15,000 
bond. 

On July 25, Mark W. 
Moore (57) was arrest-
ed by Investigators and 
Deputies in the 300 block 
of East River Road in 
Wewahitchka. The GCSO 
held an active warrant for 
the Sale of Meth within  

1,000 feet of a School and 
Unlawful Use of a Two-way 
Communication Device. 
At the time of Moore’s ar-
rest, he was found in pos-
session of hydrocodone, 
possession of a prescrip-
tion drug without a pre-
scription and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. 
He was transported to the 
GCDF where he was later 
first appeared and given 
a $41,000 bond. Moore re-
mains in custody. 

On July 25, Sgt. J. Wil-
liams arrested Stephen D. 
Lemieux (33) after he ob-
served him drive on a sus-
pended license. Sgt. Wil-
liams stopped the vehicle 
driven by Lemieux in the 
100 block of Highway 98 
in Port St. Joe. Lemieux 
was arrested and trans-
ported to the GCDF. He 
was charged with DWLS/
R and Possession of a 
Suspended Driver’s Li-
cense. Lemieux was first 
appeared and given a 
conditional release. 

On Saturday, July 25, 
Sgt. J. Williams took a re-
port of a battery that took 
place in a vehicle on Cape 
San Blas Road. After 
investigating the case, 
Sgt. Williams arrested 
Shanette T. Beachum 
(24) for Battery. She was 
transported to the GCDF 
where she was later first 
appeared. She remains in 
custody on a $5,000 bond. 

On July 26, Deputy 
J. Oquendo conducted a 
traffic stop in the area of 
State Road (SR) 22 and 
Past Time Drive in We-
wahitchka. The driver of 
the vehicle, Carmen G.  
Poirier (37), was placed 
under arrest for DWLS/
R. She was transported 
to the GCDF and later 

first appeared. Poirier 
remains in custody on a 
$5,000 bond. 

On Sunday, July 27, 
Deputy G. Desrosier ar-
rested Timothy R. Clark 
(40) in the vicinity of 
2nd Street and Osceola  
Avenue in Wewahitchka. 
The GCSO held an ac-
tive warrant for Deal-
ing in Stolen Property.  
He was transported to 
the GCDF where he was 
later first appeared and 
released on a $2,500 bond. 
The charges stemmed 
from a 2013 burglary case 
investigated by Inv. L. 
Greenwood. 

On July 27, Sgt. M. 
Herring responded to the 
2100 block of Indian Pass 
Road in reference to the 
theft of two iPhones. The 
complainant reported the 
phones were left on the 
beach with other person-
al belongings and when 
they returned they were 
discovered stolen. 

On July 27, about  
9:47 p.m. (Central Time) 
Sgt. J. Murnan responded 
to a 911 call from the 4200 
block of SR 71 South in 
Wewahitchka. The com-
plainant reported that he 
heard a breaker switch off 
and back on in the area of 
their laundry room. When 
he went to investigate the 
noise he discovered an 
unknown white male (ap-
proximately six feet tall, 
thin build, and unshaven) 
standing on the owners 
porch. The subject fled af-
ter he was yelled at. The 
male was said be wear-
ing a green shirt and blue 
jeans. 

From July 21-27 the 
Communications Division 
at the GCSO logged a total 
of 46 calls for the Port St. 
Joe Police Department, 52 
calls for EMS, 13 calls for 
other departments/agen-
cies and 14 calls for Gulf 
County Animal Control. 

From July 21-27 the 

GCSO logged the follow-
ing department activity: 
Security/Zone Checks, 
146; Traffic Stop, 33; Field 
Contact, 22; Civil Paper 
Service, 18; Informa-
tion, 9; Warrant Arrest, 
6; Noise Disturbance, 5; 
Reckless Driver, 5; Alarm, 
4; Domestic Disturbance, 
4; Verbal Disturbance, 
4; Request for Security 
Checks, 4; Abandoned 
Vehicle, 3; Animal Call, 3; 
Disturbance, 3; Prowler/
Trespass, 3; Sexual Of-
fender Reregistration, 
3; Suspicious Person, 3; 
Suspicious Vehicle, 3; 
Simple Battery, 2; Spe-
cial Detail, 2; Suspicious 
Activity, 2; Traffic Acci-
dent, 2; Assist Agency, 1; 
Physical Disturbance, 1;  
Drunk Pedestrian, 1; 
Lost/Stolen Tag, 1;  
Missing Person, 1; Ha-
rassing Phone Calls, 1; 
Sexual Offender Address 
Verification, 1; Stolen Tag, 
1; and Theft, 1. 
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Digital Account Executive

The News Herald is seeking a Digital Account Executive.

To apply, send résumé to LGrimes@pcnh.com

1131266

The qualified candidate will need experience in:

• Preferred knowledge of online advertising sales including online and targeted display on all
devices, SEO, SEM, social media, websites, video, mobile and analytics.

• Previous experience selling digital media or competitive media such as radio, TV and/or
agency

• Familiarity with Internet and web browsers such as Internet Explorer, Firefox, etc.

• Understanding of Flash, HTML and Photoshop preferred.

• Familiarity with Microsoft Office products includingWord, Excel, PowerPoint and Outlook.

Qualifications needed:

• College degree or equivalent in sales experience.

• Previous sales experience.

Duties will include:

• Provide support in areas as assigned by management to include: Training, digital support,
proposals, four-legged calls.

• Meeting deadlines and making revenue goals through in person and phone contact.

• Responsible for selling all News Herald digital and related products.
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some face-to-face time. 
During a training over-

view inmate caretakers 
covered basic commands, 
feeding, kenneling and tips 
for integrating the dogs 
into their homes. Once 
the proud new owners had 
mastered the commands 
the pups headed out of the 
camp to live with families 
in Florida, Rhode Island 
and New York.

Of the 11 in the class, 
nine were adopted into 
“forever homes,” though 
Christy said that if dogs 
aren’t adopted from a 
class, it doesn’t mean 
there’s anything wrong 
with them. Some dogs may 
not do well around cats 
or children and simply 
have more specific needs. 
Christy said she strives to 
find the best fits for both 
pets and their owners.

“This journey will 
bring you more love and 
devotion than you have 
ever known,” Christy 
told adopters during the 
ceremony.

Randall Hughes, who 
lives outside of Boston, 
was visiting her parents 
on Cape San Blas earlier 
in the year when she read 
about the DAWGS pro-
gram in the newspaper.

“I read about it in 
the paper and thought it 
would be a great program 
if we wanted to get a dog,” 
said Hughes.

Just a few months later, 
Hughes made the decision 
to increase the family size 

by one and adopt a dog. 
True to her word, 

Hughes returned to Gulf 
County in April where she 
and her children, ages 
five and seven, visited the 
humane society. After be-
ing introduced to several 
dogs, Hughes decided on 
Scout, a female black lab 
mix.

“Scout was very ener-
getic and friendly,” said 
Hughes. “She’s a really 
good fit.”

Hughes said that the 
program was more than 
a benefit to adopters; it 
also helped the trainers 
involved. 

She admitted she felt 
some remorse for taking 
Scout from the men who 
had built such a connec-
tion with the dog over the 
training period, but was 
happy that a new class 
of canines would quickly 
be brought in to take her 
place.

“It’s a brilliant idea,” 
said Hughes. “You can 
see the program benefits 
the inmates too and those 
benefits outweigh the 
sadness.”

Every day across the 
U.S. 10,000 dogs are eu-
thanized due to lack of 
homes and limited shel-
ter space and resources. 
Christy reminded Gulf 
County residents of the 
free spay and neuter pro-
grams offered by the hu-
mane society and asked 
pet owners not to let their 
animals roam.

Lt. Dan Weekend, which 
takes place in September.

Primary filming for the 
movie Forrest Gump took 
place in South Carolina.

The character Lt. Dan, 
played by Oscar-nominated 
actor Gary Sinise, was se-
verely wounded in Vietnam 
but rehabilitated to become 
a partner in a shrimp busi-
ness with the movie’s title 
character.

Lt. Dan came to symbol-
ize the recovery process of 
today’s war wounded and 
the annual Lt. Dan Week-
end is a weeklong com-
munity-based event which 
begins in Beaufort, S.C., 
and closes with a concert in 
North Charleston, SC with 
the Lt. Dan Band, led by 
Sinise. 

This year’s event will 
be the fifth edition. All pro-
ceeds from the Lt. Dan 
Weekend benefit veterans.

The Independence Fund 
started at one of the first Lt. 

Dan concerts.
In 2012, Danyluk was 

presented with a check for 
$12,000 by a veterans’ mo-
torcycle club.

By coincidence, that 
year’s concert was attend-
ed by a Sgt. John Peck, who 
lost his legs in Iraq.

Peck had spoken to 
Danyluk about an all-ter-
rain wheelchair that would 
be perfect for a new piece 
of property Peck was mov-
ing to in Virginia.

Putting that $12,000 con-
tribution with $1,000 in do-
nated funds, Peck and an-
other veteran received new 
wheelchairs, presented at 
the Walter Reed Army Hos-
pital Christmas party that 
same year.

Not long after that, 
television personality Bill 
O’Reilly endorsed the work 
of The Independence Fund 
and that in turn helped 
steer millions of dollars into 
the organization.

The Fund has provided 
nearly 500 all-terrain devic-
es to severely injured veter-
ans with service-connected 
injuries.

The Independence Fund 
is a registered 501(c)3 non-
profit that has provided 
more than $11 million in 
services including $5 mil-
lion in mobility devices that 
assisted over 1,000 severely 
injured veterans.

The Independence 
Fund’s three pillars are: pro-
viding the necessary tools 
and therapies otherwise 
not provided to veterans; 
fund and promote physical 
and leisure/athletic activi-
ties that enhance a veter-
an’s physical and emotional 
well-being; and advocacy 
and case management. 

Ninety-nine percent of 
all donations are devoted to 
veterans.

Sgt. Major Jesse Acosta 
of California, who lost his 
eyes in Iraq, is one the 

board of directors of The 
Independence Fund. 

He was the keynote 
speaker at the most recent 
Forgotten Coast Wounded 
Warrior Weekend held in 
Gulf County.

In addition to the ap-
pointment of Garth to the 
advisory board, Semper Fi 
Sisters and the New York 
City Fire Department were 
selected as the two official 
non-profit partners of The 
Independence Fund.

The Semper Fi Sisters 
have held a Beach Blast in 
Gulf County the past seven 
years, growing from 12 Ma-
rine moms to more than 70 
participants. 

“I have been blown 
away, humbled and hon-
ored at the same time,” 
Garth said of her appoint-
ment to The Independence 
Fund advisory board. “It is 
truly such an honor to work 
in tandem with such a fine 
organization.”
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notebooks while Centen-
nial Bank will hand out free 
healthy snacks.

At the information 
booths attendees will have 
the opportunity to meet 
with doctors, medical pro-
viders, nurses and medical 
assistants to collect infor-
mation and get any ques-
tions answered.

Gulf County EMS, and 
Wewahitchka Search and 
Rescue and Volunteer Fire 

Department will be on-site 
with a fire truck and boats 
for the kids to explore.

The health fair isn’t the 
only big event happening at 
the center. The same day, 
the facility will celebrate 
its 10th year in the current 
building. U.S. Rep. Steve 
Southerland is scheduled 
to attend the event to help 
celebrate the anniversary.

“I think it’s a good time to 
celebrate the building and 

what it’s given to the com-
munity,” said Saunders.

Saunders encouraged 
the community to come 
out to meet, see and re-
connect with those in the 
community.

The Wewahitchka Medi-
cal Center is a Federally 
Qualified Health Center 
that has operated for 35 
years. The center accepts 
Medicaid and Medicare and 
has a sliding fee scale for 

patients without insurance.
“We try to connect with 

health partners in the area,” 
said Saunders. “There are 
lots of public services and 
it’s our mission to provide 
this one-stop shop.

“It’s our opportunity to 
give back to the community 
by providing this service 
once a year,”

The medical center is 
at 255 West River Road in 
Wewahitchka.

dAWGS from page B1

Special to The Star

Four GCEC employ-
ees – Cole Barfield, Chad 
Creamer, Mark Jones and 
Hal Walden – recently com-
pleted the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
16-Hour Maintenance of 
Traffic course.

During the training, the 
employees gained knowl-
edge and understanding of 
the equipment, techniques 
and procedures necessary 
to safely and correctly set 
up work zone traffic con-
trol devices, as well as how 
to maintain traffic on state 

and federal highways. By 
using visual and hands-on 
techniques, the employ-
ees learned how to set up 
a work area that complies 
with all state and federal 
laws, therefore creating a 
safe environment for the 
utility workers, as well as 
drivers approaching work 
crews along highways.

The training was con-
ducted by the North Florida 
Safety Council, a communi-
ty service organization that 
collaborates with several 
health and safety organiza-
tions to promote injury pre-
vention and increase safety 

awareness. 
Gulf Coast Electric Co-

operative is part of the 
Touchstone Energy® na-
tional alliance of local, con-
sumer-owned electric co-
operatives providing high 
standards of service to 
members large and small. 
Approximately 75 employ-
ees serve approximately 
20,000 meters and 2,600 
miles of line in Bay, Cal-
houn, Gulf, Jackson, Wal-
ton and Washington coun-
ties and in the municipali-
ties of Wewahitchka, Ebro, 
White City, Fountain and 
Southport. 

Special to the Star

Cole Barfield, Mark Jones, Chad Creamer and Hal Walden

GCEC employees achieve 
MOT certification

fAir from page B1
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95650
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
Case No.:
23-2011-CA-000479
Section:

BANK OF AMERICA, 
N.A.
Plaintiff,

vs.

ROBERT DONEHEW; 
JOHN RIEDL; ANY 
AND ALL UNKNOWN 
PARTIES CLAIMING 
BY, THROUGH, UN-
DER, AND AGAINST 
THE HEREIN NAMED 
INDIVIDUAL DEFEN-
DANT(S) WHO ARE 
NOT KNOWN TO BE 
DEAD OR ALIVE, WHE-
THER SAID UNKNOWN 
PARTIES MAY CLAIM 
AN INTEREST AS 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DE-
VISEES, GRANTEES, 
OR OTHER CLAIM-
ANTS; WINDMARK BE-
ACH COMMUNITY AS-
SOCIATION, INC.; UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF 
JOHN RIEDL NKA 
MRS. RIEDL; UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF 
ROBERT H. DONE-
HEW NKA MARY BETH 
DONEHEW,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order of Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure 
dated June 23, 2014, 
entered in Civil Case 
No. 23-2011-CA-000 
479 of the Circuit Court 
of the Fourteenth Judi-
cial Circuit in and for 
Gulf County, Florida 
wherein the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court will sell to 
the highest bidder for 
cash on 13th day of 
November, 2014, at 
11:00 a.m. in the front 
Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin 
Sr. Boulevard, Port St. 
Joe, Florida 32456, in 
accordance with Chap-
ter 45 Florida Statutes, 
relative to the following 
described property as 
set forth in the Final 
Judgment, to wit:

LOT 38, WINDMARK 
BEACH, ACCORDING 
TO PLAT ON FILE IN 
PLAT BOOK 4, PAGES 
1 THROUGH 5, PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.

Property address: Lot 
38 Windmark Beach, 
Port Saint Joe, FL 
32456

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT. If 
you are a person with a 
disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 

this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P.O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 747-
5338 at least seven (7) 
days before your sche-
duled court appea-
rance, or immediately 
upon receiving this no-
tification if the time be-
fore the scheduled ap-
pearance is less than 
seven (7) days. If you 
are hearing impaired, 
please call 711.

Dated at PORT SAINT 
JOE, Florida this17th 
day of July, 2014

Rebecca Norris
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court

By: B. McGee-Collins
Deputy Clerk

MORRIS HARD WICK 
SCHNEIDER LLC,
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
9409 PHILADELPHIA 
ROAD, BALTIMORE, 
MD 21237
File No.: FL-97004671-
11-LIT
July 31, August 7, 2014

95610S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
GENERAL JURISDIC-
TION DIVISION
CASE NO:13000136CA

CITIMORTGAGE, INC.,
Plaintiff

vs.

ELIZABETH L. PICK-
RON A/K/A ELIZABETH 
PICKRON
Defendant(s)

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to a Fi-
nal Judgment of Fore-
closure dated July 3, 
2014 and entered in 
13000136CA of the Cir-
cuit Court of the FOUR-
TEENTH Judicial Cir-
cuit in and for GULF 
County, Florida, where-
in CITIMORTGAGE, 
INC., is the Plaintiff and 
ELIZABETH L. PICK-
RON A/K/A ELIZABETH 
PICKRON are the De-
fendant(s). Benny Lister 
as the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court will sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash, the 
Front Lobby 1000 Cecil 
G. Costin, Sr., Blvd. 
Port St. Joe FL 32456, 
at 11:00 AM on August 
7, 2014, the following 
described property as 
set forth in said Final 
Judgment, to wit:

LOTS 8 AND 9 OF 
BLOCK 2 OF HAR-
DEN’S SUBDIVISION, 
ACCORDING TO THE 
OFFICIAL MAP OR 
PLAT BOOK 2 PAGE 
22 THEREOF ON FILE 
IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE CLERK OF CIR-
CUIT COURT, GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Dated this 14th day of 
July, 2014.

Rebecca Norris
As Clerk of the Court

By: B. McGee-Collins
As Deputy Clerk

IMPORTANT
If you are a person with 

a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P.O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 747-
5338 at least seven (7) 
days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711. 
ADA Coordinator. P.O. 
Box 1089, Panama 
City, Florida 32402, 
Phone: 850-747-5338 
Fax: (850)747-5717, 
Hearing Impaired: Dial 
711, Email: ADAR 
equest@jud14.flcourts.org

Submitted by:
Robertson, Anschutz & 
Schneid, P.L.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
6409 Congress Ave, 
Ste 100, Boca Raton, 
FL 33487
Phone: 561-241-6901
Fax: 561-910-0902
File No.: 13-09587
July 24, 31, 2014

95614S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT, FOURTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 
AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 13-172-CA

GEORGE W.SIMMONS 
&, HAZEL H.SIMMONS
Husband and Wife,
Plaintiffs,

vs.

SUNCATCHER SER-
VICES, LLC, a Florida 
Limited Liability Com-
pany and UNKNOWN 
TENANTS # 1,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order of Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure 
dated July 3, 2014, en-
tered in Civil Case No.: 
13-172 CA of the Cir-
cuit Court of the Four-
teenth Judicial Circuit 
in and for Gulf County, 
Florida, wherein the 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court will sell to the 
highest bidder for cash 
on the 14th day of Au-
gust, 2014 at 11:00 
a.m. ET at the Gulf 
County Courthouse, re-
lative to the following 
described property as 
set forth in the Final 
Judgment, to wit:

LOT 7, BLOCK 94, OF 
UNIT NO. 2 OF ST. 
JOSEPH’S ADDITION 
OF THE CITY OF PORT 
ST. JOE, FLORIDA, 
ACCORDING TO THE 
OFFICIAL PLAT THERE 
OF ON FILE IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE CLE-
RK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT, GULF COU-
NTY, FLORIDA.

ALSO IDENTIFIED AS: 
1612 MARVIN AVE-
NUE, PORT ST. JOE, 
FLORIDA 32456.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
accommodation in or-
der to participate in this 
proceeding, you are 
entitled, at no cost to 
you, to provision of cer-
tain assistance;
Please contact:

Court administration, 
Gulf County,
Phone: 8509-229-6112
TDD: 1-800-955-8771 
or 1-800-955-8770 (V), 
via Florida Relay Serv-
ice no later than 7 days 
prior to the proceeding.
Dated at Port St. Joe, 
Gulf County, Florida 
this 14th day of July, 
2014.

Rebecca Norris
Clerk of the Court
Gulf County, Florida

By: B.A. Baxter
Deputy Clerk

Clinton T. McCahill, At-
torney for the plaintiffs
mccahilllaw@fairpoint.net
305 Sixth Street
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32456
July 24, 31, 2014

95622S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT, FOURTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF 
THE STATE OF FLOR-
IDA, IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY.
CASE NO. 14-41 PR
IN PROBATE

IN RE: The Estate of 
THOMAS DANIEL DA-
VIS, also known as 
THOMAS D. DAVIS
deceased.

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

TO ALL PERSONS 
HAVING CLAIMS OR 
DEMANDS AGAINST 
THE ABOVE ESTATE:

The ancillary adminis-
tration of the estate of 
THOMAS DANIEL DA-
VIS, also known as 
THOMAS D. DAVIS, de-
ceased, File Number 
14-41 PR is pending in 
the Circuit Court for 
Gulf County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the 
address of which is 
Gulf County Court-
house, Probate Divi-
sion, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Boulevard, 
Port St. Joe, FL 32456. 
The name and address 
of the ancillary per-
sonal representative 
and that ancillary per-
sonal representative’s 
attorney are set forth 
below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT:

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against dece-
dent’s estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is 
served within three 
months after the date 
of the first publication 
of this notice must file 
their claims with this 
Court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF THREE 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and per-
sons having claims or 
demands against the 
estate of the decedent 
must file their claims 
with this Court WITHIN 
THREE MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NO-
TICE.

ALL CLAIMS AND DE-
MANDS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

The date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice is July 24, 2014.

Ancillary Personal
Representative

Claudia Davis Mullins
8 Summer Lane
Fairhope, AL  36532

ATTORNEY FOR AN-
CILLARY PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
THOMAS S. GIBSON
RISH, GIBSON & 
SCHOLZ, P.A.
116 Sailor’s Cove Drive
P. O. Box 39
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32457
(850) 229-8211
FL BAR NO. 0350583
Pub.: July 24, 31, 2014

95626S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 14TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 
AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION:
CASE NO.: 13148 CA

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A.,
Plaintiff,

vs.

BONNIE S. KEIGANS 
A/K/A BONNIE SUE 
KEIGANS; CAPTIAL 
ONE BANK (USA), NA; 
BILLY F. KEIGANS A/K-
/A BILLY FRANKLIN 
KEIGANS; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF BILLY F. 
KEIGANS AKA BILLY 
FRANKLIN KEIGANS; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF BONNIE S. KEI-
GANS AKA BONNIE 
SUE KEIGANS; UKN-
OWN TENANT; IN PO-
SSESSION OF THE 
SUBJECT PROPERTY,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to Fi-
nal Judgment of Fore-
closure dated the 3rd 
day of July, 2014 and 
entered in Case No. 
13148 CA, of the Circuit 
Court of the 14TH Judi-
cial Circuit in and for 
Gulf County, Florida, 
wherein WELLS FAR-
GO BANK, N.A. is the 
Plaintiff and BONNIE S. 
KEIGANS A/K/A BON-
NIE SUE KEIGANS; 
CAPTIAL ONE BANK 
(USA), NA; BILLY F. 
KEIGANS A/K/A BILLY 
FRANKLIN KEIGANS; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF BILLY F. KEIGANS 
AKA BILLY FRANKLIN 
KEIGANS; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF BONNIE 
S. KEIGANS AKA BON-
NIE SUE KEIGANS; 
UNKNOWN TENANT; 
IN POSSESSION OF 
THE SUBJECT PROP-
ERTY are defendants. 
The Clerk of this Court 
shall sell to the highest 
and best bidder for 
cash at the FRONT 
LOBBY OF THE GULF 
COUNTY COURTHOU-
SE, 1000 5TH STREET, 
PORT ST. JOE, FL 
32456, 11:00 AM on the 
the 7th day of August, 
2014, the following de-
scribed property as set 
forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:

BEGINNING AT THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF NORTH 1/2 OF NO-
RTHEAST 1/4 OF SOU-
THWEST 1/4 OF SEC-
TION 15, TOWNSHIP 7 
SOUTH, RANGE 10 
WEST; THENCE SOU-
TH 186 FEET MORE 
OR LESS TO A STAKE 
ON STATE ROAD #6, 
(NOW STATE ROAD 
#71); THENCE SOU-
THWESTERLY AND 
PARALLEL TO SAID 
STATE ROAD A DIS-
TANCE OF 231 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING OF THIS DE-
SCRIPTION; THENCE 
RUN NORTHWEST-
ERLY 162 FEET; THE-
NCE RUN DUE WEST 
95 FEET; THENCE 
SOUTHEASTERLY 162 
FEET TO A STAKE ON 
SAID STATE ROAD; 

THENCE EASTERLY 
AND PARALLEL TO 
SAID STATE ROAD 95 
FEET MORE OR LESS 
TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P.O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 747-
5338 at least seven (7) 
days before your sche-
duled court appear-
ance, or immediately 
upon receiving this no-
tification if the time be-
fore the scheduled ap-
pearance is less than 
seven (7) days. If you 
are hearing impaired, 
please call 711.

Dated this 14th day of 
July, 2014

Rebecca Norris
Clerk Of The Circuit 
Court

B. McGee-Collins
Deputy Clerk

Choice Legal Group, 
P.A.
P.O. Box 9908
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33310-0908
Phone: (954) 453-0365
Fax: (954) 771-6052
Toll Free: 1-800-441-
2438
DESIGNATED PRI-
MARY E-MAIL FOR 
SERVICE PURSUANT 
TO FLA. R. JUD. AD-
MIN 2.516 eservice@ 
clegalgroup.com
File No.: 13-06488
July 24, 31, 2014

95628S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
GENERAL JURISDIC-
TION DIVISION
Case No.
14000057CAAXMX

The Bank of New York 
Mellon fka The Bank of 
New York as Trustee 
for the Certificatehol-
ders of CWMBS 2005-
11
Plaintiff,

vs.

Michael Martin a/k/a 
Michael D. Martin; Un-
known Spouse of Mi-
chael Martin a/k/a Mi-
chael D. Martin
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION -
CONSTRUCTIVE
SERVICE

TO: Michael Martin 
a/k/a Michael D. Martin 
and Unknown Spouse 
of Michael Martin a/k/a 
Michael D. Martin
Last Known Address: 
146 Cape Dunes Drive, 
Port Saint Joe, FL 
32456

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that an action to 
foreclose a mortgage 
on the following prop-
erty in Gulf County, 
Florida:

COMMENCING AT A 
CONCRETE MONU-
MENT MARKING THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF LOT 1, BLOCK “A”, 

TREASURE BAY UNIT 
1, AS PER PLAT THE-
REOF RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 
32, PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA; THENCE S 
89° 17’ 15” E, 68.42 
FEET TO A POINT ON 
THE EASTERLY R/W 
LINE OF COUNTY 
ROAD NO. 30, SAID 
R/W BEING 66.00 
FEET IN WIDTH; 
THENCE ALONG SAID 
EASTERLY R/W LINE 
AS FOLLOWS: N 15° 
27’ 30” E. 2581.40 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF CURVATURE OF A 
CURVE TO THE LEFT, 
SAID CURVE HAVING 
AN CENTRAL ANGLE 
OF 5° 58’35” AND A RA-
DIUS OF 3852.83 
FEET: THENCE NOR-
THEASTERLY ALONG 
THE ARC OF SAID 
CURVE FOR 401.88 
FEET, SAID ARC HAV-
ING A CHORD BEAR-
ING AND DISTANCE 
OF N 12° 28’12.5” E, 
401.70 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF TANGENCY 
OF SAID CURVE; THE-
NCE N 9’ 28’ 55” E, 
2214.92 FEET FOR 
THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING; THENCE 
CONTINUE N 9’ 28’ 55” 
E, 101.18 FEET; 
THENCE LEAVING 
SAID R/W LINE S 89° 
17’ 15” E. 217.81 FEET; 
THENCE S 9’ 28’55” W, 
101.18 FEET; THENCE 
N 89° 17’ 15” W, 217.81 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING, BE-
ING LOCATED IN SEC-
TION 12, TOWNSHIP 9 
SOU- TH, RANGE 11 
WEST, GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA. ALSO 
KNOWN AS LOT 12, 
OF TREASURE BAY 
UNRECORD- ED, 
PHASE VII.

has been filed against 
you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy 
of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on 
Jeremy Apisdorf, Es-
quire, Brock & Scott, 
PLLC., the Plaintiff’s at-
torney, whose address 
is 15 1 N.W. 49th Steet, 
Suite 200, Ft. Laud-
erdale, FL. 33309, on 
or before August 13, 
2014, and file the origi-
nal with the Clerk of 
this Court either before 
service on the Plaintiff’s 
attorney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a 
default will be entered 
against you for the 
reliçf demanded in the 
complaint or petition.

DATED on July 14th, 
2014

Rebecca Norris
As Clerk of the Court

By: B. McGee-Collins
As Deputy Clerk
July 24, 31, 2014

95674S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
CASE No. 232011CA 
000374CAAXMX

BANK OF AMERICA, 
N.A.,
PLAINTIFF,

vs.

MARTENA ADAMS 
A/K/A MARTINA AD-
AMS, ET AL.
DEFENDANT(S).

NOTICE OF FORE-
CLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to the 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated July, 
15 2014 in the above 
action, I will sell to the 
highest bidder for cash 
at Gulf, Florida, on Au-
gust 14, 2014 at 11:00 

AM, at Courthouse 
steps/lobby-1000 Cecil 
G Costin Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, Fl. 32456 for 
the following described 
property:

LOT 137, WETAPPO 
SUBDIVISION ACCOR-
DING TO THE PLAT 
RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 5, PAGES 36-42 
IN THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF GULF COU-
NTY, FLORIDA.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens must 
file a claim within sixty 
(60) days after the sale. 
The Court, in its discre-
tion, may enlarge the 
time of the sale. Notice 
of the changed time of 
sale shall be published 
as provided herein.

Dated July 21, 2014

Rebecca L. Norris,
Clerk of Circuit Court

By: B. McGee-Collins
Deputy Clerk of the 
Court

Prepared by:
Gladstone Law Group, 
P.A.
1499 W. Palmetto Park 
Road, Suite 300 Boca 
Raton, FL 33486

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact ADA 
Coordinator at 850-
747-5338, fax 850-747-
5717 or at ADARe 
quest@jud14.f lcourts. 
org, P. O. Box 1089, 
Panama City, FL 32402 
at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court 
appearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than 7 days; if you are 
hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
File No.: 16066178
July 31, Aug 7, 2014

95728S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 14TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 
AND FOR GULF COU-
NTY, FLORIDA.
CASE No.:
23-2012-CA-000251

JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION
Plaintiff,

vs.

SIMS, MELVIN E., et al.
Defendants.

RE-NOTICE OF

FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order or Final Judg-
ment entered in Case 
No. 23-2012-CA-
000251 of the Circuit 
Court of the 14TH Judi-
cial Circuit in and for 
GULF County, Florida, 
wherein, JPMORGAN 
CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, is Plaintiff, and, 
SIMS, MELVIN E., et 
al., are Defendants, I 
will sell to the highest 
bidder for cash at, 
FRONT LOBBY OF 
THE GULF COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, at the 
hour of 11:00 am on 
the 21st day of August, 
2014, the following de-
scribed property:

SEAGULL UNIT #7, de-
scribed as follows:
Commencing at a con-
crete monument lo-
cated on the NE right-
of-way line of State 
Road 30 (also U. S. 
98), said monument 
being the West corner 
of Lot 6 in Block 17 of 
YON’S ADDITION TO 
BEACON HILL, FLOR-
IDA, a subdivision of 
parts of Original Lots 3, 
4, 5, 6, 9, and 10, in 
Section 5, Township 7 
South, Range 11 West, 
as per plat thereof re-
corded in Plat Book 1, 
Page 45, Public Rec-
ords of Gulf County, 
Florida; thence N.39° 
20’45”W., (D.N.R. Me-
ridian) along the NE 
right-of-way line of 
State Road 30 for a dis-
tance of 676 feet; the-
nce run S.50°39’ 15”W. 
perpendicular to the N. 
E. right-of-way line of 
said State Road 30 for 
100 feet to a point on 
the Southwesterly right-
of-way line of said 
State Road for the 
Point of Beginning; 
thence N.39°20’45”W. 
along said SWLY right-
of-way line 16.00 feet; 
thence S.50°39’15”W. 
225.5 feet more or less 
to the mean high water 
line of the Gulf of Mex-
ico; thence Southeast-
erly along and with 
said mean high water 
line 16 feet more or 
less to a point that 
bears S.50°39’15”W. 
from the Point of Begin-
ning; thence N.50°39’ 
15”E. 225 feet, more or 
less to the Point of Be-
ginning.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

DATED this 24th day of 
July, 2014.

REBECCA L (BECKY) 
NORRIS Clerk Circuit 
Court

B. McGee-Collins
Deputy Clerk

G R E E N S P O O N
MARDER, P.A.,
TRADE CENTRE 
SOUTH, SUITE 700, 
100W CYPRESS 
CREEK ROAD, FT 
LAUDERDALE, FL 
33309

IMPORTANT
If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the 
Clerk of the Court’s dis-
ability coordinator at 
ADA Coordinator, P.O. 
Box 1089, Panama 
City, FL 32402, 850-
747-5338. at least 7 
days before your sche-

95688S
NOTICE UNDER FIC-
TITIOUS NAME LAW 
PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 865.09, FLOR-
IDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-
signed, desiring to en-
gage in business under

the fictitious name of 
Emerald Coast Tran-
scription located at 722 
Gulf Aire Drive, in the 
County of Gulf, in the 
City of Port St. Joe, 
Florida 32456 intends 
to register the said 
name with the Division 
of Corporations of the 
Florida Department of 
State, Tallahassee, 
Florida.

Dated at Port St. Joe, 
Florida, this 22nd day 
of July, 2014.

Rebecca E. Funk
Pub.: July 31, 2014
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EMPLOYMENT            TODAY!!!            

Medical Office Insurance
Claims Specialist

Insurance & Scrubbing
Claims Required

Drop Off Resume with References at
1936 Jenks Ave

Or Fax to
850-785-0574

Web ID# 34295875

11
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Mediacom
Communications
The 7th largest cable company
in the United States. Immediate

opening - Mexico Beach

ENTRY LEVEL INSTALLER
Performs installs for cable and
high speed internet. Must have a
valid driver's license. Mediacom
offers competitive pay and great
benefits along with advancement
opportunities. For immediate

consideration, visit our website at:
www.mediacomcable.com/careers

Job 7021

We are an equal opportunity
employer and all qualified
applicants will receive

consideration for employment
without regard to race, color,
religion, sex, national origin,

disability status protected veteran
status, or any other characteristic

protected by law. 11
31
84
9

SOCIALWORKER
Primary functions of this position are to provide personal, academic
& financial counseling to the student’s at the Gulf/Franklin Campus.
This position promotes & enhances the overall academic mission
by providing services that strengthen home, College, & Community
Partnerships, & alleviates barriers to learning. Incumbent must have
strong interpersonal skills, including empathy, & the ability to listen
without judgment; must be resourceful in order to best counsel

students, & should have experience working with underrepresented
groups. Must have the ability to work flexible hours & have regular
attendance at work; must be able to travel locally & out of town for
College business & training. Additional info: www.gulfcoast.edu/hr

Qualifications: Master’s Degree in SocialWork or related field with 3
years of experience. Licensure in SocialWork required.

Salary Range Starts At: $31,212.00

Deadline to apply: 08/11/2014
Applicants may apply in person at GCSC Human Resources, 5230W. U.S.
Highway 98, via fax at (850) 913-3292, or e-mail your application to

bcollins2@gulfcoast.edu
Gulf Coast State College does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race,
color, national origin, ethnicity, sex, age, marital status, or disability in its programs,
activities or employment. Roberta Mackey, Executive Director of Human Resources,
850-872-3866, has been designated as the person to handle all inquiries regarding

nondiscrimination policies.

11
31
85
0

duled court appea-
rance, or immediately 
upon receiving this no-
tification if the time be-
fore the scheduled ap-
pearance is less than 7 
days; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 
711.
July 31, August 7, 2014

99721S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 

FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION
CASE NO.:
23-2011-CA-000190
DIVISION:

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A.,
Plaintiff,

vs.

BLANCA R. LAMIS,
et al,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
PURSUANT
TO CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN Pursuant to a 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated May 
6, 2014, and entered in 
Case No. 23-2011-CA-
000190 of the Circuit 
Court of the Fourteenth 
Judicial Circuit in and 
for Gulf County, Florida 
in which Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A., is the Plain-
tiff and Blanca R. 
Lamis, Pano Lamis, are 
defendants, the Gulf 
County Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court will sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash in/on 
the front lobby, Gulf 
County Clerk of Court 
office 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd., Port 
Joe, FL 32456, Gulf 
County, Florida at 
11:00 A.M. on the 7th 
day of August, 2014, 
the following described 
property as set forth in 
said Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure:

DESCRIPTION:
PARCEL 2A BEING A 
PART OF THE SOUTH 
HALF OF LOT 11 OF 
SAN BLAS ESTATES 
AS PER MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 3, 
PAGE 20, 21, AND 22 
IN THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AND MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: COM-
MENCE AT A FOUND 
1/2 INCH DIAMETER 
IRON ROD (NO IDEN-
TIFICATION) MARKING 
THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF LOT 11, 
IRON ROD LYING ON 
THE WESTERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY OF 
COUNTY ROAD NO. 
30E (100 FOOT RIGHT 
OF WAY) THENCE 
LEAVING SAID RIGHT 
OF WAY RUN THENCE 
SOUTH 70 DEGREES 
18 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS WEST ALONG 
THE SOUTHERLY 
BOUNDARY OF SAID 
LOT 11 A DISTANCE 
OF 325.00 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; FROM SAID 
POINT OF BEGINNING 
CONTINUE SOUTH 70 
DEGREES 18 MIN-
UTES 04 SECONDS 
WEST ALONG SAID 
SOUTHERLY BOUND-
ARY A DISTANCE OF 
590.66 FEET TO THE 
WESTERLY BOUND-
ARY OF SAID LOT 11 
AS PER SAID PLAT, 
THENCE NORTH 21 
DEGREES 50 MIN-
UTES 48 SECONDS 
WEST ALONG SAID 
WESTERLY BOUND-
ARY A DISTANCE OF 
50.06 FEET; THENCE 
LEAVING SAID WEST-
ERLY BOUNDARY RUN 
THENCE NORTH 70 
DEGREES 18 MIN-
UTES 04 SECONDS 
EAST 592.81 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH 19 
DEGREES 38 MIN-
UTES 28 SECONDS 
EAST 50.00 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; LESS AND EX-

CEPT THAT PART LY-
ING BELOW THE 
MEAN HIGH WATER 
LINE (M.H.W.L.) OF 
THE GULF OF MEXICO 
(ACREAGE INCLUDES 
THAT PART BELOW 
THE MHWL) ALSO 
SUBJECT TO AND TO-
GETHER WITH: 4 
FOOT PEDESTRIAN 
EASEMENT LYING 2 
FOOT EACH SIDE OF 
THE FOLLOWING DE-
SCRIBED CENTER-
LINE: COMMENCE AT 
A 6 INCH CONCRETE 
MONUMENT RLS 
#1787 MARKING THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF LOT 11 SAN BLAS 
ESTATES AS PER MAP 
OR PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 3, PAGES 20, 21 
AND 22 OF THE PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA, CONCRETE MON-
UMENT LYING ON THE 
WESTERLY RIGHT OF 
WAY COUNTY ROAD 
NO. 30E (100’ RIGHT 
OF WAY); THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 19 DE-
GREES 38 MINUTES 
29 DEGREES EAST 
ALONG SAID WEST-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY 
50.00 FEET TO A 
POINT; THENCE LEAV-
ING SAID WESTERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY RUN 
THENCE SOUTH 70 
DEGREES 18 MIN-
UTES 04 SECONDS 
WEST A DISTANCE OF 
432.27 FEET TO ‘THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING 
OF SAID CENTERLINE; 
FROM SAID POINT OE 
BEGINNING CON-
TINUE SOUTH 70 DE-
GRESS 18 MINUTES 
04 SECONDS WEST 
ALONG SAID CENTER-
LINE 485.34 FEET TO 
THE TERMINAL POINT 
OF SAID CENTERLINE. 
LESS AND EXCEPT 
THAT PART LYING BE-
LOW THE MEAN HIGH 
WATER LINE OF THE 
GULF OF MEXICO. 
ALSO SUBJECT TO 
AND TOGETHER WMI: 
ACCESS EASEMENT: 
LYING IN THE BOUND-
ARIES OF LOT 11, SAN 
BLAS ESTATES, AS 
PER PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 3, PAGE 20 OF 
THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AND BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: COMMENCE 
AT A 6 INCH DIAME-
TER CONCRETE MON-
UMENT RLS#1787 
MARKING THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF LOT 11, SAN BLAS 
ESTATES AS PER MAP 
OR PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED HT PLAT 
BOOK 3, PAGE 20, 21 
AND 22 OF THE PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF 
GULF COUNTY FLOR-
IDA, CONCRETE MON-
UMENT ALSO BEING 
ON THE WESTERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY OF 
COUNTY ROAD NO 
30E (100 FOOT RIGHT 
OF WAY); THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 19 DE-
GREES 38 MINUTES 
29 SECONDS EAST 
ALONG SAID WEST-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY 
35.00 FEET TO A 
POINT FOR THE 
POINT OF BEGINN-
ING; FROM SAID 
POINT OF BEGINNING 
AND LEAVING SAID 
WESTERLY RIGHT OF 
WAY RUN SOUTH 70 
DEGREES 18 MIN-
UTES 04 SECONDS 
WEST A DISTANCE OF 
61,82 FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 24 DEGREES 
36 MINUTES 06 SEC-
ONDS WEST 27.95 
FEET; THENCE 

SOUTH 70 DEGREES 
18 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS WEST 138.84 
FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 67 DEGREES 
31 MINUTES 00 SEC-
ONDS WEST 29.78 
FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 70 DEGREES 
18 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS WEST 86.86 
FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 24 DEGREES 
36 MINUTES 06 SEC-
ONDS WEST 27.95 
FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 70 DEGREES 
18 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS WEST 66.64 
FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 58 DEGREES 
58 MINUTES 46 SEC-
ONDS WEST 38.99 
FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 19 DEGREES 
41 MINUTES 57 SEC-
ONDS EAST 15.79 
FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 58 DEGREES 
58 MINUTES 46 SEC-
ONDS EAST 31.50 
FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 70 DEGREES 
18 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS EAST 75.59 
FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 24 DEGREES 
36 MINUTES 06 SEC-
ONDS EAST 27.95 
FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 70 DEGREES 
18 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS EAST 78.79 
FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 67 DEGREES 
31 MINUTES 00 SEC-
ONDS EAST 29.78 
FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 70 DEGREES 
18 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS EAST 146.92 
FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 24 DEGREES 
36 MIN- UTES 06 SEC-
ONDS EAST 27.95 
FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 70 DEGREES 
18 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS EAST 57.60 
FEET TO THE SAID 
WESTERLY RIGHT OF 
WAY OF COUNTY 
ROAD 30E, THENCE 
NORTH 19 DEGREES 
38 MIN- UTES 29 SEC-
ONDS WEST ALONG 
SAID WESTERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY A DIS-
TANCE OF 10.00 FEET 
TO THE POINT

A/K/A 104 RACHEL 
BEACH LANE, PORT 
SAINT JOE, FL 32456

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Dated in Gulf County, 
Florida this 15th day of 
July, 2014.

Rebecca L.  Norris
Clerk, Gulf County,
Florida

By: Bridgette McGhee-
Collins
Deputy Clerk

Albertelli Law
Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 23028
Tampa, FL 33623
(813) 221-4743
Fax: (813) 221-9171
eService: servealaw@ 
albertellilaw.com
JR - 11-76387

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA
Coordinator by mail at 
P. O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least seven 
(7) days before your 

scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711.
July 24, 31, 2014

99687S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROBATE DIVISION 
File No.: 14-35-PR

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
VERNON C. 
EPPINETTE
Deceased.

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

The administration of 
the estate of VERNON 
C. EPPINETTE, de-
ceased, whose date of 
death was May 12, 
2014, is pending in the 
Circuit Court for Gulf 
County, Florida, Pro-
bate Division, the ad-
dress of which is Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida 32456. The 
name and address of 
the personal represent-
ative and the personal 
representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against dece-
dent’s estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is 
required to be served 
must file their claims 
with this Court WITHIN 
THE LATER OF THREE 
(3) MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY (30) DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and per-
sons having claims or 
demands against the 
decedent’s estate must 
file their claims with this 
Court WITHIN THREE 
(3) MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLOR-
IDA PROBATE CODE 
WILL BE BARRED.

N O T W I T H S TA N D I N G  
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this Notice is 
July 24, 2014.

Personal
Representative:
Judith K. Eppinette
279 Annie Avenue
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Charles A. Costin
FL Bar No. 699070
P O Box 98
Port St. Joe, FL 32457
Tel: (850)-227-1159
email: ccostin@ 
costinlaw.com
July 24, 31, 2014

99737S
PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF PORT ST. 
JOE, FLORIDA
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 
SEALED BIDS
RFP 2014-06
Reid Avenue
Sidewalk Cleaning

Sealed bids for City of 
Port St. Joe for Reid 
Avenue sidewalks, 
crosswalks and curbing 
will be received at City 
Hall, 305 Cecil G. 
Costin Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, Florida 32456 
up until 3:00 PM EST, 
Friday August 15, 2014. 

Bids will be publicly 
opened and acknowl-
edged, Friday August 
15, 2014, at 3:30 PM 
EST, in the City Com-
mission Chambers.

Bids shall be submitted 
in a sealed envelope, 
plainly marked with 
bidder’s name, ad-
dress, date and time of 
opening, and RFP 
number for “Reid Ave-
nue Sidewalk Clean-
ing”.

DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK: Bid shall be for 
the cleaning of all side-
walks, crosswalks and 
curbing along the East 
and West sides of Reid 
Avenue. Specifications 
are listed in the Base 
Bid Documents which 
may be obtained on 

the City’s website at 
w w w. c i t y o f p o r t s t j o e .  
com .

For questions concern-
ing this Bid, please 
contact John Grantland 
at 850-229-8247.

The City of Port St. Joe 
reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any and 
all Statements of Bids 
in whole or in part, to 
waive informalities in 
the process, to obtain 
new Statements of 
Bids, or to postpone 
the opening pursuant 
to the City’s purchasing 
policies. Each State-
ment of Bid shall be 
valid to the City of Port 
St. Joe for a period of 
sixty (60) days after the 
opening.

The City of Port St. Joe 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer
July 24, 31, 2014

99739S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION
CASE NO.:
23-2009-CA-000112
DIVISION:

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR JPALT 
2006-S2,
Plaintiff,

vs.

LUANN M. QUARANTA, 
et al,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
RESCHEDULED
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order Rescheduling 
Foreclosure Sale dated 
July 15, 2014 and en-
tered in Case NO. 
23-2009-CA-000112 of 
the Circuit Court of the 
FOURTEENTH Judicial 
Circuit in and for GULF 
County, Florida where-
in U.S. BANK NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR JPALT 2006-S2, is 
the Plaintiff and  LU-
ANN M QUARANTA; 
WILLIAM C. QUAR-
ANTA, SR.;  CAPITAL 
CITY BANK;   are the 
Defendants, The Clerk 
of the Court will sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash at 
LOBBY OF THE GULF 
COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE at 11:00AM, on 
the 14th day of August, 
2014, the following de-
scribed property as set 
forth in said Final Judg-
ment:

LOT TWENTY-SIX (26), 
BLOCK ONE HUN-
DRED THIRTY (130), 
UNIT NUMBER 
TWELVE (12), OF THE 
ST. JOSEPH’S ADDI-
TION TO THE CITY OF 
PORT ST. JOE, FLOR-
IDA, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED APRIL 13, 
1982 IN PLAT BOOK 3, 
PAGE 27 OF THE PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.

A/K/A 2005 MARVIN 
AVENUE, PORT ST 
JOE, FL 324560000

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 

owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within sixty 
(60) days after the sale.

WITNESS MY HAND 
and the seal of this 
Court on July 16, 2014.

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk of Circuit Court

By: Bridgette Mcghee-
Collins
Deputy Clerk

**See Americans with 
Disabilities Act
If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P. O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least seven 
(7) days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days.  If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711 
or email ADARequest@ 
jud14.flcourts.org.
F09022212
July 24, 31, 2014

99771S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
Case No.:
12-000153-CA

JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION
Plaintiff,

vs.

KIM L. MCDANIEL; UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF 
KIM L. MCDANIEL; UN-
KNOWN TENANT I; 
UNKNOWN TENANT II, 
and any unknown 
heirs, devisees, grant-
ees, creditors, and 
other unknown persons 
or unknown spouses 
claiming by, through 
and under any of the 
above-named Defend-
ants,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE is hereby 
given that the under-
signed Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court of Gulf 
County, Florida, will on 
the  14th day of  Au-
gust, 2014, at 11:00 
A.M at 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin Blvd., Port St. 
Joe, Florida 32456, of-
fer for sale and sell at 
public outcry to the 
highest and best bid-
der for cash, the follow-
ing- described property 
situate in Gulf County, 
Florida:

Lots 5 and 6, Block 2, 
UNIT NO. 1, RISH’S 
ADDITION to WEWA-
HITCHKA, Gulf County, 
Florida, according to 
an official plat thereof 
on file in the Office of 
the Circuit Court, Gulf 
County, Florida, in Plat 
Book 2, Page 16.

pursuant to the Final 
Judgment entered in a 
case pending in said 
Court, the style of 
which is indicated 
above.

Any person or entity 
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6519532

Brand New 

28X80 4 Bed Rm 
$59,900 

28X60 3 Bed Rm
$49,900 

Set Up w/A/C, Steps & Skirt

850.683.1777 

familyhomecenter
@hotmail.com

Biggest Sale

Ever 
All Homes 20% Off
w/FREE Furniture 
Ends 8/1/2014 

850.683.0035 
familyhomecenter

@hotmail.com
6519531
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850-697-5300
314 St. James Avenue

Carrabelle, Florida
The Forgotten Coast

1. 42-2 Carlton, Lanark, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 

furnished, 550.00 mo. 

2. 234 Peggy Lane, Carrabelle, 2 bedroom, 2 

baths, garage, close to beach, $1600.00 mo.

3. 25-2 Pine St, Lanark, 1 bedroom, 1 bath, 

furnished, $550.00 mo. 

4. Picketts Landing, 3 bedroom, 3 baths, 

boatslip, pool, $1600.00 mo.

5. 1 bedroom, 1.5 baths, furnished, on river, 
boat slip, $900.00 mo.

6. 295 River Rd, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, on river, 
dock, $1100.00 mo.

Please call 850-697-5300 
to set up an appointment to let our friendly staff 

show you these properties!!!
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I Buy Used
Mobile Homes! 

Cash Paid
Immediately..

 

352.316.2434 
familyhomecenter
@hotmail.com

6519529

Brand New

3 Bed 16X80
$39,900

 
3 Bed Double Wide 

$48,900

Furnished 

850.683.0858

6519530

$0 Down To

All Land Owners! 
Your Deed Is

Your Down Payment 

3 & 4 BR Homes

Under $500 A Month. 

Call Today! 
850.683.0035

THE PERFECT CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Multi-Media Advertising Sales

WE ARE SEEKING STRONG SALES MINDED
INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE ABLE TO:
› Manage multiple tasks

› Prospect for new business & deliver excellent customer service

› Develop and present sales presentations to potential
customers utilizing The News Herald’s print and digital media
solutions

SP103358

The Panama City News Herald is adding talented and motivated
Multi-Media Sales Professionals to our advertising team.

Please submit resume & cover letter to: LGrimes@pcnh.com
Ask us about the great benefits in sales - base pay + commission, benefits includingMedical,

Dental & Vision Insurance, Flexible Spending, 401(k) Plan, Vacation & Sick Leave.
1131212
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Dockside Seafood
& Raw Bar

@ PSJ Marina
NOW HIRING

EXPERIENCED:
• Hostesses
• Bartenders
• Servers/Bussers

APPLY 3:00 PM- 5:00 PM
ONLY MON. THRU FRI.
steamersdocksideseafood@yahoo.com

4
5
1
8
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0
6

Wanted: 
Reservationist 

for busy Vacation 
Rental Offi ce. 

Excellent 
customer service 

and computer 
skills required.  

Apply in Person or 
call (850) 229-1200   

4
5
1
8
9
4
4Estate Sale

248 Willow Dr.,
Port St., 

Joe Beach
Furniture, 

Glassware, Books, 
Kitchen Items

Saturday
8:00 am til?
Sunday

8:00 am til?

4
5
1
8
9
7
5

Travel/Transportation

Pilot Needed in Destin
Private equity firm in Destin area is seeking a 
contract pilot to fly its refurbished Piper 
PA-31T1. Pilot must hold a commercial pilot 
certificate with multi-engine land and instru-
ment ratings, have logged at least 4,000 hours 
total time, including at least 2,000 hours 
multi-engine land and at least 1,000 hours in 
multi-engine turbo prop aircraft, of which at 
least 200 hour being logged in Cheyenne I 
model aircraft, and who has attended and 
successfully completed ground and flight (or 
simulator) training for the Cheyenne I con-
ducted by FLIGHTSAFETY or SIMCOM within 
the last 12 calendar months. Send resume 
and cover letter to info@pcpaviation.com.

Web ID#: 34293919

claiming an interest in 
the surplus, if any, re-
sulting from the foreclo-
sure sale, other than 
the property owner as 
of the date of the Lis 
Pendens, must file a 
claim on same with the 
Clerk of Court within 60 
days after the foreclo-
sure sale.

WITNESS my hand and 
official seal of said 
Court this  17th day of 
July, 2014.

AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT. If 
you are a person with a 
disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P. O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least seven 
(7) days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711.
Bill Kinsaul
CLERK OF
THE CIRCUIT COURT

By: Bridgette McGhee-
Collins

ATTORNEY
FOR PLAINTIFF
Brian T. Dunmire
Butler & Hosch, P.A.
3185 S. Conway Rd., 
Ste. E
Orlando, Florida 32812
(407) 381-5200
B&H # 292975
July 24, 31, 2014

99773S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 14th 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF 
FLORIDA, IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY
Case No.:
2009-CA- 000454
Division #:

CitiMortgage, Inc.
Plaintiff,

vs.

John R. floats a/k/a 
John Hoats; CGL En-
terprises, Inc. d/b/a 
CGL Enterprises 
(Georgia), Inc.; Beth A. 
Hoats; George T. Pea-
cock, Individually and 
as Co-Personal Repre-
sentative of the Estate 
of Glenn Peacock, De-
ceased; Sarah Jack-
son, Individually and as 
Co-Personal Repre-
sentative of the Estate 
of Glenn Peacock, De-
ceased; CitiBank, N.A., 
as Successor in Inter-
est to CitiBank, Federal 
Savings Bank;
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order of Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure 
entered in Civil Case 
No. 2009-CA-000454 of 
the Circuit Court of the 
14th Judicial Circuit in 
and for Gulf County, 
Florida, wherein Citi-
Mortgage, Inc., Plaintiff 
and John R. Hoats 
a/k/a John Hoats are 
defendant(s), I will sell 
to the highest and best 
bidder for cash AT THE 
FRONT DESK OF THE 
GULF COUNTY 

COURTHOUSE, LO-
CATED AT 1000 5TH 
STREET, PORT ST. 
JOE, FLORIDA, AT 
11:00 A.M. on Novem-
ber 13, 2014, the fol-
lowing described prop-
erty as set forth in said 
Final Judgment, to-wit:

THE SOUTH 1/2 OF 
LOT 10 AND ALL OF 
LOT 12, BLOCK “0”, IN-
DIAN PASS BEACH 
GROUP ONE, AC-
CORDING TO THE OF-
FICIAL PLAT THERE-
OF, AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 1, AT 
PAGE 48, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF
THE CIRCUIT COURT 
Gulf County, Florida

Submitted By:
ATTORNEY
FOR PLAINTIFF:
SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & 
GACHE, LLP
4630 Woodland Corpo-
rate Blvd., Suite 100
Tampa, FL 33614
(813) 880-8888
(813) 880-8800
File #09-148494
July 24, 31, 2014

99797S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT STATE 
OF FLORIDA, IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY
Case No. 13-149-CA

LINDA WILLIAMS
168 Annie Avenue
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465
Plaintiff,

vs.

BETTY CELEDONIA,
414 Church Street
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465
Defendant.

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that pursuant to a Final 
Judgment of Foreclo-
sure dated July 1, 
2014, and entered in 
Civil Case No. 13-149-
CA of the Circuit Court 
of the Fourteenth Judi-
cial Circuit in and for 
Gulf County, Florida 
wherein BETTY WIL-
LIAMS is the Plaintiff 
and BETTY CELE-
DONIA is the Defend-
ant, I will sell to the 
highest bidder for cash 
at the front door of the 
Gulf County Court-
house, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd, Port 
St. Joe, Florida, at 
11:00 a.m., E.T., on the 
7th day of August, 
2014, the following de-
scribed property situ-
ated in Gulf County, 
Florida and set forth in 
the Order or Final 
Judgment, to-wit:

Lot 10 Meeks Lake
Subdivision as per Plat 
Book 2, Page 11, Gulf 
County Circuit Court 
being parcel Tax ID# 
01590-000

ANY PERSON CLAIM-

ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

In accordance with the 
Americans with Disabil-
ities Act of 1990 (ADA), 
disabled persons who, 
because of their disa-
bilities need special ac-
commodations to par-
ticipate in this proceed-
ing should contact the 
ADA Coordinator at 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd. Port St. Joe, 
Florida 32456 or Tele-
phone (850)229-6113 
prior to such proceed-
ings.

Witness my hand and 
the official seal of this 
Honorable Court, on 
this  21st day of July, 
2014.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
Clerk of Circuit Court

By: Bridgett McGhee-
Collins
Deputy Clerk

Costin & Costin
Charles A. Costin
413 Williams Ave.
P.O. Box 98
Port St. Joe, Fl. 32457
850-227-1159
July 24, 31, 2014

99809S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 14TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 
AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
CASE No.
23-2010-CA-000319

RBC BANK (USA) FKA 
RBC CENTURA BANK,
Plaintiff,

vs.

WENDT, FRANK,
et. al.,
Defendants.

AMENDED
NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order or Final Judg-
ment entered in Case 
No. 23-2010-CA-
000319 of the Circuit 
Court of the 14th Judi-
cial Circuit in and for 
GULF County, Florida, 
wherein, PNC BANK 
NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, Plaintiff, and, 
WENDT, FRANK, et. 
al., are Defendants, I 
will sell to the highest 
bidder for cash at, 
FRONT LOBBY OF 
THE GULF COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, at the 
hour of 11:00 a.m., on 
the 14th day of August, 
2014, the following de-
scribed property:

LOT 10, BLOCK B OF 
SEAGRASS SUBDIVI-
SION, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF 
AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 
(S) 1, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

DATED this 22nd day 
of July, 2014.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
Clerk Circuit Court

By: B. McGhee-Collins
Deputy Clerk

Submitted by:
GREENSPOON
MARDER, P.A.
100 West Cypress 
Creek Road,
Trade Centre South, 
Suite 700
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33309

IMPORTANT
If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the 
Clerk of the Court’s dis-
ability coordinator at 

ADA Coordinator, P.O. 
Box 1089, Panama 
City, FL 32402, 850-
747-5338, at least 7 
days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than 7 days; if you are 
hearing or voice impair-
eed, call 711.
File# 20851.0395
June 5, 12, 2014

99871S
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE
OF APPLICATION FOR 
WATER USE PERMIT

Notice is hereby given 
that pursuant to Chap-
ter 373, Florida Stat-
utes, the following ap-
plication for a water 
use permit has been re-
ceived by the North-
west Florida Water 
Management District:

Application number I 
07488 filed 07/17/2014
Gulf American Shrimp, 
LLC, 127 Heritage 
Lane, Port St. Joe, FL 
32456
Requesting an annual 
average daily with-
drawal of 499,999 gal-
lons per day from the 
Floridan
Aquifer System for Aq-
uaculture use by an 
existing facility.
General withdrawal lo-
cation(s) in Gulf 
County: T06S, R09W, 
Sec. 36

Interested persons may 
submit written com-
ments/ objection or 
submit a written re-
quest for the notice of 
proposed agency ac-
tion (NOPAA) regard-
ing the application by 
writing to:  Division of 
Resource Regulation, 
Northwest Florida 
Water Management 
District, attn: Terri Pe-
terson, 152 Water Man-
agement Drive, Ha-
vana, Florida 32333.  A 
NOPAA will be mailed 
only to persons who 
have filed such re-
quests.  A NOPAA must 
be requested in order 
to be advised of further 
proceedings and any 
public hearing date. 
Written comments/ ob-
jection or NOPAA re-
quests must be re-
ceived by 5:00 p.m. 
eastern time on August 
14, 2014.

No further public notice 
will be provided regard-
ing this application. 
Publication of this no-
tice constitutes con-
structive notice of the 
permit application to all 
substantially affected 

persons.
July 31, 2014

99825S
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF LOGIC 
AND ACCURACY TEST
PRIMARY ELECTION -
AUGUST 26, 2014
GULF COUNTY,
FLORIDA

The Logic and Accu-
racy test for the M100 
Tabulation System and 
the Ivotronic Touch 
Screen System to be 
used for the August 26, 
2014 Primary Election 
will be held at the Gulf 
County Supervisor of 
Elections Office, 401 
Long Ave, Port St Joe 
August 6, 2014 - 9:00 
AM EST. This test is 
open to the public.

John M. Hanlon
Supervisor of Elections
Gulf County, Florida
July 31, 2014

99857S
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Port St. Joe Rede-
velopment Agency is 
seeking qualified land-
scape firms to bid on 
the landscape mainte-
nance of a limited por-
tion of the Historic 
Downtown area. Com-
plete bid packages are 
available on request 
from Gail Alsobrook, 
Port St. Joe Redevel-
opment Agency, 308 
Reid Avenue, Port St. 
Joe, FL 32456 or at 
www.PSJRA.com. Bids 
must be received by 
noon on Friday, August 
15, 2014. Phone: 850-
229-6899.
July 31, August 7, 2014

♥♥ ADOPTION: ♥♥
Adoring Teacher (will 

stay home) & Attorney 
Love awaits 1st baby.

Sheila & Justin
♥ 1-800-552-0045 ♥
Expenses Pd FLBar42311

Gulf Coast Alarm, 
LLC

Residential / 
Commercial Alarms
FL Lic EC13004293

850-648-5484

Creamer’s Tree 
Service

Call Jason @ 
(850)832-9343

Buy it! 
Classified.

Make your move
to the medium

that’s your number
one source of 

information about
homes for sale! 

For all your hous-
ing needs - con-
sult Classified -
when it’s time

to buy, 
it’s the resource
on which to rely.

Drop me a 
Line....
Dolls & Doll

Magazines For Sale
Doll Lady, P.O. Box 
56, PSJ, FL 32457

Port St. Joe, 2337 SR 
30A Fri-Sat Aug 1 & 2,

9am- 1pm EST
Rain or Shine

Multi Family 
Yard Sale

Linens, Antiques, 
Books, Furniture, 

Lamps, Glassware, & 
Many Decorator Items. 

No Junk!
Text FL96259 to 56654

Wanted Hunt Club 
Member

on 2000 Acres Near 
Port St. Joe, Still 

Hunt Fee $443/ Per 
Year. Call John 

Miller @227-5052

Food Service/Hosp.

Best Western
Front Desk

Breakfast Attendant
Weekends a must. 
Apply in person to 249 
Hwy 98 Apalachicola, 
FL. from 9am-2pm No 
phone calls!!!

Web ID 34293798
Hospitality

Housekeeping 
Inspector

PT weekend position. 
Apply in person Thurs 
-Mon 4693 Cape San 
Blas Rd

Web Id 34291812
Hospitality

Housekeeping
Part Time weekend 
help needed for all po-
sitions, apply in person, 
4693 Cape San Blas 
Rd or 1200 Hwy 98 
Mexico Beach

Web Id 34291811

Install/Maint/Repair

JOB NOTICE
The Gulf County Board 
of County Commis-
sioners is currently ac-
cepting applications for 
one

Full-time
Mechanic I

for our Public Works 
Department. Starting 
salary is $18.67 per 
hour.  This is a bargain-
ing unit (Union) posi-
tion with full benefits. 
Applications and a 
complete job descrip-
tion are available in our 
Human Resources Of-
fice (1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe), or at 
www.gulfcounty-fl.gov

Applications will be ac-
cepted until 5:00 p.m., 
E.T. on August 7, 2014 
at the Gulf County Hu-
man Resources Office. 
For more information, 
please contact Brett 
Lowry, Deputy Admin-
istrator at (850) 
229-5335 or Denise 
Manuel, Central Ser-
vices Director at (850) 
227-2384.

Gulf County enforces a 
Drug-Free Workplace 
Policy and is an Equal 
Opportunity/ Affirmative 
Action Employer.

Web Id 34295789

Medical/Health

CNA’s
Looking for a little more 
creativity, challenge, 
and growth opportunity 
in your workday? Didn’t 
think it was possible? 
Might be time to recon-
sider.

At Signature Health-
CARE, our team mem-
bers are permitted - no, 
encouraged- to employ 
their talents and abili-
ties to solve problems. 
Our culture is built on 
three distinct pillars: 
Learning, Spirituality 
and Intra-preneurship. 
But this isn’t just hollow 
corporate sloganeer-
ing. Each pillar has its 
own staff and initia-
tives, ensuring that our 
unique culture perme-
ates the entire organi-
zation.

Oh, by the way, we’re 
an elder care com-
pany. Our mission? To 
radically change the 
landscape of long-term 
care forever.

We’re currently hiring 
for position of CNA’s If 
this sounds like the 
right fit for you, give us 
a call or shoot email to 
tblackwell@shccs.com

**We are offering
a $1,000 sign on
bonus for CNAs

WEB ID 34293034

Owner Retiring- 138 
unit facility in PSJ, 
good cash flow,
possible owner 

financing.$499k Call 
Scott 850-866-0958
Counts Real Estate

PSJ Warehouse Space 
For Rent. 1000sf, With 
Office Space & 
Bathroom. $600 month.
Lctd.@ 228 Cessna Dr.
Unit can be combined 
if tenant needs more 
space 850-238-7080

Port St Joe
2Bd 1.5Ba

Apartment, New 
Appliances/Washer/Dryer.

Close to eve-
rything! 2 minutes to 

downtown, St Joe 
Bay, Marina, & 

Beaches. $700/mo 
+ Utilities. 1yr Lease 

850-229-8014 or 
850-258-4691 Cell

Text FL96334 to 56654

6529 Americus Ave.
St. Joe Beach 
Home, 2br/2ba. 
1400 sqft, Fenced 
yd. Open Floorplan. 
Quiet Neighborhood. 
$975/mo Call 
360-305-9138.

Port St Joe:
3/4 br, 1 ba, den, 

office, sunny, bright, 
and super clean! 

Bayview, very con-
venient,

available now! Only 
$895 monthly +
deposit terms

negotiable w/ long 
term lease, 

references call or 
text 850-258-6874 or 

206-799-9167

White City corner lot, 3 
br, 2 ba, kitchen/ 
dine-in combo, carport, 
$650 mo. Call (850) 
899-3283 or 227-5272

Owner Retiring- 138 
unit facility in PSJ, 
good cash flow,
possible owner 

financing.$499k Call 
Scott 850-866-0958

Counts R.E.

2006 Honda Pilot 
2WDEXLR 85K miles, 
beige+pearl, leather, 
moon roof, dvd, back 
up senser, in excellent 
condition, $11,000. Call 
850-647-9200

The Key to
Savings Start here

in Classifieds.

2000 
Square 

Foot
Enclosed
Storage

500 
Square 

Feet
Climate 

Controlled
Storage

850-229-9125

4
5
1
8
3
7
9
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