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Turns out the typical visitor to Gulf County looks a lot like those who choose to make the county home.
The Gulf County Tourist Development Council throughout the past six months undertook a series of research studies to assess those who choose the county as a destination getaway.
How often? From where? To do what?
That research came to dovetailing conclusions when compared to the demographics of those who call the county home — there is distaste for traffi c and crowds; water and sunsets are at the center of activity; relaxation and a laid-back lifestyle are primary attractions.“It is great to have a visitor profi le that matches our community profi le,” said TDC executive director Jennifer Jenkins. “It is a great opportunity. It’s a great community.

“I took away that we have an avid, loyal visitor, we know a lot more about who they are, we know where we need to go and we know that our visitors are very passionate.”

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl .com

There were plenty of positives discussed 
during last week’s Port of Port St. Joe Au-
thority meeting, but the cloud looming over 
the port moves closer.

Port attorney Tom Gibson told the Port 
Authority board that hearings had been set 
for early March to hear arguments in the 
foreclosure case being brought by Capital 
City Bank.

The bank is seeking to foreclose on the 
port’s parcel that is adjacent to the Intra-
coastal Canal and contains the port’s barge 
bulkhead and uplands improvements.

The bank holds a mortgage in excess of $4 
million on the property – which is not part of 
the Arizona Chemical land the Port Authority 
owns free and clear – and has pursued fore-
closure after negotiations on a new payment 
plan broke down.

The Port Authority is effectively currently 
operating without revenue and has not made 
a payment on the mortgage in more than a 
year.

Capital City Bank, Gibson said, would be 
seeking a summary judgment in its favor, al-
lowing it to take possession of the land with-
out a hearing. A summary judgment, Gibson 
said, would be awarded if a Gulf County Cir-
cuit Court Judge fi nds no issues of fact.

“Our aim is to avoid a summary judgment 
against us,” Gibson said. “We are hoping the 
judge will fi nd issues of fact which sets up for 
a trial.”

A trial would likely be months away.
The Port Authority will also argue for a 

summary judgment, contending that enter-
ing into a mortgage for public land without a 
voter referendum was not a proper use of its 
power by the Port Authority, Gibson said.

He added that the odds of such an argu-
ment carrying the day were not high.

While that legal battle is waged, the Port 
Authority is moving ahead on an update of 
the Port of Port St. Joe master plan.

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl .com

On Tuesday, Feb. 12, soldier 
Terry Thompson returned home 
to Port St. Joe from active duty 
in Afghanistan. 

Thompson was honored 
by the members of the John 
C. Gainous Post No. 10069 of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
where he received a thank 
you letter from Rodney Her-
ring, a certificate of honor 
and a lifetime VFW member-
ship from Commander of the 

Post, Rick Armstrong.
“I love what I do,” said 

Thompson as he smiled and 
shook hands with members pri-
or to the ceremony.

Thompson, a specialist with 
the 781st Alpha Company, 117th 
Combat Support Sustaining Bat-
talion No. 117, will relax at home 
for a few days before deploying 
to his next base in Alabama 

where he plans to attend college 
while simultaneously continu-
ing to serve.

The John C. Gainous VFW 
Post 10069 is located in High-
land View and invites all quali-
fi ed combat veterans to visit the 
Post and apply for membership.  

The Post is open every day 
and meets on the second Tues-
day of every month.

Terry Thompson receives a thank you letter and certifi cate of honor 
from Rodney Herring. He also received a lifetime VFW memebership.
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Kids share Valentine’s Day 
love with local dogs, B1

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl .com

If only the ensuing steps will 
be as easy.

Port St. Joe city commission-
ers on Tuesday approved ap-
pointing Preble Rish Engineers 

as the project manager for the 
move of the Cape San Blas Light-
house into the city at a location 
determined during planning for 
a new bay front park.

Preble Rish is the city’s en-
gineers of record, operating by 
state statute under a continuing 
contract.

City attorney Tom Gibson 
said commissioners could sim-
ply add language to that con-
tract to include oversight of the 
lighthouse relocation.

Commissioners also re-
scinded a Request for Qualifi ca-
tions for a project manager for 
the relocation, which was seen 
as the fi rst step forward in the 
process.

Mayor Mel Magidson said the 
engineering fi rm had offered to 
act as the project manager. The 
company would not charge any 

fees for its role, Magidson said.
“They are local, they are 

civil engineers, they would not 
charge,” Magidson said. “This 
could save the city a good bit of 
money.”

However, Preble Rish would 
not be able to fund beyond the 
basics such as initial engineer-
ing, inspection and establish-
ing a timeline and ensuring 
adherence.

The physical move of the light-
house would still require fund-
ing and bidding for services.

“It would not change the need 
for expertise in other areas,” 
Magidson said.

Commissioner Bill Kennedy 
said he thought the idea a good 
one, saying that civil engineer-
ing — understanding soil, water 
tables, wetlands, etc. — would 
serve as a foundation for the re-
location in any case.

Some reservations were ex-
pressed by Commissioner Rex 
Buzzett.

City taps fi rm to manage lighthouse move
Preble Rish Engineers not 
charging fees for its services

See LIGHTHOUSE A10

Port Authority to 
face foreclosure 
hearings in March

See PORT AUTHORITY A10

GULF COUNTY 
WISH YOU WERE HERE

TDC studies 
visitors to 
the area 

for future 
marketing

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl .com

See TDC A3
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The results of a multi-lay-
ered study of the local tour-
ism market was approved 
by TDC board and Board of 
County Commissioners last 
year. 

Jenkins said such a re-
search of the visitors who 
come to Gulf County had 
never been undertaken 
and was essential for future 
marketing programs and 
outreach.  

“My main goal was to 
identify the profi le of the 
loyal visitor and the mar-
kets that were emerging,” 
Jenkins said. “I was trying 
to get a sense of the brand. 
We wanted to test drive the 
brand.

“These were things we 
had to do, but it really worked 
out well. They (research-
ers) delivered more than I 
expected. They came in re-
spectfully and their proce-
dures brought all this out.”

The research had four 
distinct components and 
were, Jenkins said, “un-
aided” in the sense that “no 
questions were crafted for 
the fi rst phase and results 
helped feed subsequent 
phases of the research.”

One involved “social lis-
tening” to responses sent 
out to 21,000 subscribers to 
the TDC e-newsletter. Jen-
kins noted those subscrib-
ers are a loyal bunch, with 
few opting out of the survey.

Lengthy interviews were 
conducted with those iden-
tifi ed by TDC stakeholders 
as loyal visitors, those who 
return again and again to 
Gulf County.

There were also visitor 
opinion surveys and exten-
sive interviews with stake-
holders, not just the bed tax 
collectors but also restau-
rants and other businesses 
with a bottom line linked to 
tourism. 

The results from the four 
provided an overlay of what 
the Gulf County tourist mar-
ket looks like.

That market is one com-
prised typically of married 

couples who tend to be ages 
35-64, with a near major-
ity landing in the 50-64 age 
range. They typically travel 
with signifi cant others, plan 
their vacations in advance, 
have some college and a 
whopping 92 percent drive 
to Gulf County.

Jenkins noted a sig-
nifi cant number: while 52 
percent say they travel 
with their children, just 30 
percent attest to having 
children in the household 
suggesting that 22 percent 
are traveling with adult chil-
dren, adding to the legacy of 
a trip to Gulf County.

A majority of visitors 
hail from the South — par-
ticularly Georgia, Alabama 
and Tennessee — and have 
household incomes that 
land in the middle to upper 
class.

However, the area also 
draws a strong Midwest 
component — Wisconsin, 
Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Min-
nesota — and those visitors 
tend to be in higher income 
brackets, slightly younger 
and more long-range plan-
ners than visitors from the 
South.

“That Midwest corridor 
is strong,” Jenkins said. 

Nearly 90 percent of visi-
tors identify themselves as 
living in suburban or rural 
areas.

One of the more surpris-
ing fi ndings in the research 
is that fi shing is not the be-
all and end-all for visitors in 
Gulf County.

Among those visitors who 
responded to surveys, the 
percentage who described 
themselves as fi shermen/
women were outnumbered 
by those who identify them-
selves as explorers and out-
doorspeople, planners or 
someone seeking solitude.

Among those surveyed 
who said they brought a 
“toy” along for outdoor 
play, those who answered 
“boat” were behind those 
who brought their bicycle or 
kayak.

“That was surprising to 
our stakeholders,” Jenkins 
said. “But what it was says 
to me is that I can wrap up 
my message on fi shing into 
water activities.”

The visitor who comes to 
Gulf County does so know-
ing the beaches are clean, 
are keen on smart growth, 
enjoy the beaches being pet 
friendly and are looking for 
an “escape.” 

They want no major 
changes.

One of the more telling 
aspects of the survey came 
with “tag clouds” outlining 
the emotional and descriptive 
words visitors think of when 
thinking of Gulf County.

“A brand needs to have 
an emotional connection,” 
Jenkins said.

Those tag clouds in-
clude words such as pris-
tine, quiet, uncrowded, laid 
back, friendly, fun, peace-
ful, beautiful, wonderful, 
serene and natural.

There was scant con-
cern about rainy days 
– about the only suggestion 
for additions was a theater 
with the writer adding that 
it is “not a problem.” Rain 
was just liquid sunshine, 
another said.

“(In Destin) Beer is 
warm when you get home 
from the convenience store 
because the traffi c is so 
bad,” one visitor wrote.

Another wrote, “It’s the 
pace — no traffi c, cars, 
planes or anything. I love to 
get up and just have coffee 
with the sunrise. There’s 
nothing man can make 
that’s better than what God 
did (on Cape San Blas). You 
don’t ever want to go home. 
I haven’t ever found a place 
like it.” 

There are opportunities. 
For example, 32 percent 

of visitors to Gulf County 
said they stayed in Mexico 
Beach.

“That is a great opportu-
nity for us” to differentiate, 
Jenkins said.

While visitors know Gulf 

County beaches will not be 
crowded and will be clean, 
visitors associated Mexico 
Beach with more crowded 
beaches and more growth.

Those who are not even 
aware of Gulf County and 
all it offers provided anoth-
er opportunity for growth, 
Jenkins said, particularly 
during the winter months 
when tourism is consis-
tently down compared to 
summer, fall and spring, 
the survey indicated.

“We can do something 
more for snowbirds,” Jen-
kins said. “These opportu-
nities will become the basis 
of my communication and 
my messaging. This will 

guide it. I can understand 
my medium and how I de-
liver my message.

“You use this and write 
your brand story and you 
tell about your brand.”

Jenkins said she envi-
sioned taking the research 
and writing that story and 
that story becoming the 
hub on the wheel for part-
ners, selling Gulf County 
and its charms. 

“We have a great oppor-
tunity to work together,” 
Jenkins said. “This is not 
just quantitative, it’s qualita-
tive and it’s emotional. I am 
humbled. I am proud. Now I 
have to create the program 
to validate this (research).”

To Register or for more information, please contact  
(850) 482-6500 or bnuccio@bigbendahec.org

or Toll free 1-87-QUIT-NOW 6

Interested in quitting tobacco?
Please come 

to our upcoming 
Tools to Quit session.

Because NOW is the best 
time to quit. 

When:
Monday

February 25, 2013

Time: 
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM CST

Where: 
Wewahitchka 

Senior Citizens & 
Community Center 

Free 
Nicotine Patches

And/or Gum
for program 
participants

Helping Clients Keep 
More Of What They Earn

• All Tax Services

• IRS Problem Resolution

• Enterprise Zone Tax Incentives

• QuickBooks Pro Advisor

• Business Formation

• Management Consulting 

Centenial Bank Building
202 Marina Drive, Suite 303

Port St. Joe, FL 32456

(850) 229-1040
keith@keithjonescpa.com

member: AmericAn And floridA institutes of cPA’s

KEITH L. JONES, CPA
ACCOUNTING, TAX & CONSULTING SERVICES

WEEMS MEDICAL CENTER EAST
110 NE 5TH Street, Carrabelle 

Family Care and Rotating Specialty Care Services
Monday through Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-4pm 

Appointments Available, Walk-ins Welcome 
Most Insurances Accepted, Financial Assistance Available

850-697-2345
- NOW OPEN -

WEEMS MEDICAL CENTER WEST
135 Avenue G, Apalachicola
Quick Care and Family Care Services 

Monday through Thursday 8:30am-4pm
Appointments Available, Walk-ins Welcome 

Most Insurances Accepted, Financial Assistance Available

850-653-8853 ext. 118
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Recently I was fl ipping 
through the channels and 
I came across the movie, 
“Cool Hand Luke.” It was 
past 10 p.m. and the movie 
was just starting. 
I remember 
watching it with 
my Daddy many 
times, therefore I 
had to stay up and 
watch it again for 
old times’ sake.

The movie 
starring Paul 
Newman has a 
lot of memorable 
quotes and some really 
good music. Though it 
was made in 1967, you can 
still fi nd it on television 
quite a bit. In the movie, 
Paul Newman plays 
the part of “Luke,” a 
cool, opinionated gutsy 
prisoner on a chain gang 
in the Deep South.

The line that most 
folks remember from 
the movie is when the 
Prison Captain, played 
by Strother Martin, 
tells Luke, “What we’ve 
got here is… failure to 
communicate.” At the end 
of the movie, Luke says it 
back to the Captain just 
before he is shot (facing 
recapture).

Unfortunately, I would 
experience “failure to 
communicate” the next 
day when I visited my 
local DMV in my home 
state of Virginia.

My task was pretty 
simple, but I knew going 
in that I was going to have 
problems. My simple task 
was to get license plates 
for a car.

The problem was 
my driver’s license was 
expired. Now, how I’m 
walking around with an 
expired driver’s license is 
another story.

More than two months 
previous, in November, I 
had gone into the DMV to 
get my new driver’s license, 
I remembered the day well 
— it was my birthday. I 
took the day off to take care 
of some things including 
getting an inspection 
sticker for my car and a 
couple of new tires.

I bought the tires from 
a “Used Tire” place. The 
fellow who worked there 
was very nice, letting me 
come back and pay him 
later in the day because 
his credit card machine 
wasn’t working. He had a 
lot of tattoos and not many 
teeth. I liked him.

Before going to the 
DMV, I had stopped and 
bought a Mallo Cup which 
had a “50 coin” in it. You 
have to be a Mallo Cup fan 

to know that they still put 
“cardboard coins” in the 
package with the candy. It 
was my 50th birthday, so I 
remembered it.

Originally, it 
took about an 
hour to get to 
the counter at 
the DMV to get 
my license, but 
I enjoyed the 
time and people 
watching because 
I wasn’t in a hurry. 
Watching folks 
in the DMV, you 

kind of understand the 
way things are now, as 
opposed to the way they 
used to be. The lady took 
my picture and my money 
and told me, “You should 
receive your new license 
in the mail in seven to ten 
business days.”

A couple of weeks later, 
my new driver’s license 
still hadn’t shown up. 
Figuring it would show 
up while I was away for 
the Christmas holidays, I 
didn’t worry about it. I had 
a piece of paper saying “it 
was on the way” that was 
good for 30 days or so.

A month passed and 
I still hadn’t gotten my 
license. I called the “DMV 
hotline” and got a nice 
lady named Donna who 
didn’t really believe me, 
and told me my license 
was mailed on Dec. 2. 
She assured me that 
she would note it as lost 
and put in a request for 
another license to be 
mailed out to me.

So I waited another 
couple of weeks and 
still nothing. Again, I 
decided that I should 
wait longer before calling 
again. However, it was 
getting kind of frustrating 
because folks who want to 
see your driver’s license 
at stores and airports 
tell you, “Your license is 
expired!”

About two months had 
passed since my original 
visit to get my license 
renewed and it still hadn’t 
arrived in the mail.

Needing the new tags 
for my car, I headed out 
to the DMV knowing this 
was going to be trouble.

Our DMV has a system 
of “hoops you jump 
through” before you get to 
actually do what you need 
to do. The fi rst person you 
talk to is a lady at a check 
in desk who asks why you 
are there. When she asked 
me, I simply told her I was 
there to get a tag for my 
car.

What a mixed message.
The Board of County 

Commissioners decided to restore the 
Economic Development Council last 
week in a narrowly-divided vote. 

This came after the BOCC voted 
last month to bring the 
EDC back under its 
umbrella, in large part 
because they were 
fatigued by spending 
taxpayer money for 
what they believed 
were few results.

And at the same 
meeting last week, 
despite restoring 

the EDC, commissioners voted 
to approve leaving one potential 
project in the hands of the county 
administrator and permitted him to 
hire a “consultant” for the project.

In short, the BOCC spent even 
more taxpayer money on economic 
development, with few parameters as 
far as scope of services or payment.

They did so despite having an 
EDC director identifi ed during a 
nationwide search and who appears 
to have all the skill set.

They also ignored the port 
director, who has been working on 
a volunteer basis for nearly a year, 
even though what is known about 
this potential project is it involves the 
Intracoastal Canal.

Instead of making do with the 
resources available, as county 
commissioners love to tell the 
school district, the cities and others, 
commissioners decided to tap 
taxpayers once again.

They actually double-dipped 
when they approved the county 
administrator moving forward 
on fi lling a position that would 
serve as a jack-of-all-trades under 
the administrator and other key 
department heads – public works, 
emergency management – headed 
toward retirement.

Broad job specifi cations, 
where there were any, salary to 
be determined, just add another 
administrative position.

And critics think the school 
district is top heavy? The county 
makes the school district appear 
penurious.

This position would be created 
and fi lled despite the fact that 
commissioners transformed the 
county jailer position into a deputy 
administrator position a few years 
back, paid appropriately, and the 
supervisor of human resources 
also identifi es himself as a deputy 
administrator.

How is that bringing effi ciency 
to government, as Commissioner 
Warren Yeager argued last week?

And what is the plan?
If this is a plan of succession for 

key staff in the coming years, there 
are other ways to go about it. 

The county advertised nationally 
for a Tourist Development Council 
director. The county advertised 
nationally not once but twice for an 
EDC director. 

Commissioners aren’t going to 
search, with the aid of the Gulf Coast 
Workforce Board as in the recent 
past, to replace the long-time county 
administrator?

The Public Works position won’t 
be fi lled after a search for the best-
credentialed candidate?

If this is a move-between-
departments position, this is the 
baseball version of a utility player. 
Not ready for succession to full time 
but capable in a pinch of fi lling in 
admirably. 

“But this individual is supposed to 
provide assistance across disparate 
departments? Exactly what is the 
effi ciency?”

The county administrator could 
also be helped in the short term by 
having this economic development 
project taken off his hands.

Not much is known – the county 
administrator adhering to the same 
confi dentiality provisions that have 
driven the county commissioners 
batty in the past.

But enough is known to know this 
is a project for the EDC and its new 
board, it is a project that requires the 
input of the port director and it sure 
does not need the county to expend 
additional funds on a “consultant” to 
perform duties that at this time are 
unclear.

This is the sort of thing discussed 
last week when Commissioner 
Joanna Bryan talked of the county’s 

many stops and starts in differing 
directions when it came to economic 
development.

How the lack of a consistent 
message and messenger was hurting 
the county.

By the end of last week’s meeting 
there remained two individuals 
as point of contact on economic 
development in the county, the EDC 
director and the county administrator.

And the county administrator does 
not have the expertise for anything 
remotely port related. Every member 
of the Port Authority, even folks with 
state agencies for transportation and 
economic development defer to the 
port director when it comes to the 
Port of Port St. Joe.

One also can’t help but wonder 
how a project that involves signifi cant 
acreage along the Intracoastal 
Canal might impact the expansion of 
Eastern Shipbuilding to Gulf County.  

Is the St. Joe Company aware of 
this project? 

Is its engaged partner, the Bank of 
Montreal?

Is Eastern Shipbuilding Group?
If the answer to any one of 

those questions is no, county 
commissioners have a potential 
problem on their hands because 
there is a lot invested, by a number of 
parties including the BOCC, to bring 
ESG to Gulf County. 

Any action that impacts that 
project negatively is an issue.

A real kicker is the lack of 
transparency and accountability 
involved.

The BOCC created two positions 
without the remotest of Request for 
Qualifi cations or Proposals, without 
any true idea of how much it would 
cost taxpayers.

They did so without either item 
appearing on the agenda. The EDC 
discussion was there, but the county 
administrator broached creating 
these two positions under “Staff 
Business.” Only commissioners were 
privy to information in advance.

This comes at a time when 
commissioners are slowly edging 
their way to bringing clarity and 
transparency to their agenda. At least 

Reckon vanilla extract needs a spokesman?

Keyboard KLATTERINGSFailure to 
communicate Following the dollars

TIM CROFT
Star news editor

Did you see the 
uproar over Taylor Swift 
recently inking a deal to 
be a spokesperson for Diet 
Coke? I’m scratching my 
head over this one. An 
enterprising (and 
talented) young 
American signs 
an agreement to 
hawk a soft drink 
for a little extra 
cash — and a 
certain contingent 
of nutritionist and 
a selected few 
guardians of “extra 
poundage” rise up out of 
the woodwork to protest.

What happened to the 
land of opportunity?  

I don’t know Taylor 
Swift from Adam’s 
housecat. I can’t tell you 
one song she sings. I 
could not pick her out of a 
line up of Britney Spears, 
Paris Hilton and Beyonce. 
Listen, I’ve got running 
shoes older than Taylor 
Swift!  

I’ve heard just enough 
of her to know that, despite 
any claims to the contrary, 
she is not a country singer. 
I don’t care how she is 
advertised or promoted! 
Loretta Lynn to this 
day gets a hint of a c in 
there as she pronounces 
“here”…..as in that line 
from her autobiographical 
standard, “Not much left 
but the fl oor, nothing lives 
cheer anymore…..” Now 
folks, that’s country! You 
should a’seen the hairdo 
Tammy Wynette was 
sporting when she fi rst 
moved to Nashville in 
1966; it screamed country 
even before she opened 

her mouth. And bless her 
heart, the late Kitty Wells 
would make Loretta and 
Tammy both seem like 
they were born in New 
York City!

I’m not 
defending Taylor 
Swift today 
because she’s 
young or beautiful 
or “my kind of 
singer”. I’m just 
musing over the 
fact that some folks 
have got to put 
their negative two 

cents worth in sometimes 
where it doesn’t belong. 

These naysayers claim 
that the popularity that 
Miss, or Mrs., (I don’t 
keep up with that stuff) 
Swift has among young 
teenagers will cause 
them to drink more sodas 
thereby adding to the 
already raging obesity 
among the youth of 
America today. They added 
statistics with graphs 
and charts to aid their 
viewpoint. 

Have we gone 
completely bonkers in this 
country?  

We’d never heard of 
Diet Coke in 1957. Me and 
Ricky and Yogi would drink 
a sugar laden Root Beer 
over on the front steps 
of Woodrow Kennon’s 
Grocery Store and then 
run up and play for an hour 
on the World War I cannon 
guarding the square. We’d 
then high-tail it down to 
the big ditch below our 
house and swing across 
the water on grape vines. 
We’d spend the afternoon 
playing baseball way out at 

that fi eld across from the 
Pajama Factory. We’d race 
like the Devil was after 
us to get home before the 
sundown curfew. We ended 
most everyday a whole lot 
thinner than we started it.

Don’t blame the cola if 
you’re going to sit on the 
couch for hours on end 
and watch Howdy Dowdy. 
Listen, you can get fat 
eating carrots and English 
peas if you don’t know 
when to stop! 

It might behoove our 
young generation to worry 
less about their calorie 
intake and spend more 
time “hand walking” the 
World War I cannon. How 
about a good game of “kick 
the can” or “hide and go 
seek”?   

Plus, do we really 
believe Robert Wagner 
has a reverse mortgage on 
his personal home? Sam 
Elliot is as rugged as all 
get out and one of the most 
likeable actors around, but 
does that mean he actually 
drives a Dodge Ram? I 
have a pretty good idea of 
“What’s in Alec Baldwin’s 
wallet” since he started 
doing those Capital One 
commercials!

Leon would say, 
“They’re just in it for the 
money.” 

I don’t wear English 
Leather. I had a girlfriend 
once that insisted I would 
be more attractive to 
her if I’d splash a little 
on before we went to 
the dance over at the 
National Guard Armory 
in Lexington. It smelled 
like a cross between dead 
lilacs and prune juice to 

me! I stuck with a touch 
of Vanilla Extract along 
each sideburn. I wasn’t 
about to put some “foreign 
substance” all over my 
face and body. 

But let’s not kid each 
other here; if the English 
Leather people showed 
up and said, “Hey Kes, 
we’ll pay you a million 
dollars to get on TV and 
promote our cologne”, I’d 
sign on any dotted line 
they pointed to! I’d pour 
that stuff in my hair, my 
eyes, I bathe in it — shoot, 
I’d drink it for that kind 
of money! I’d proclaim 
English Leather to the 
rooftops! I wouldn’t care 
how many lilacs or prunes 
were killed in the making 
of the commercial. 

You think those Taylor 
Swift critics wouldn’t do 
the exact same thing if 
given the chance?

People, young and old, 
have some responsibility 
as they watch any 
promotion, read any ad, 
mull over an infomercial 
or decide between Crest 
or Colgate. Isn’t it written 
on Mt. Rushmore or 
somewhere, “Let the 
buyer beware”?

Let’s leave Taylor Swift 
alone. If she can command 
the extra money, good for 
her! I’m not going to rush 
out and buy her records 
or CD’s or videos. She just 
doesn’t appeal to me as an 
entertainer.

I believe I will, however, 
go out and have myself a 
Diet Coke to celebrate her 
good fortune. 

Respectfully,
Kes 

HUNKER 
DOWN

Kesley Colbert
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She was nice and gave 
me a form and asked for 
my driver’s license. I gave 
her my expired license. She 
looked at it and said, “Your 
license is expired!”

I said, “Yes Ma’am, I 
came in back in November 
to get it renewed and it 
never came in the mail.” 
She gave me another form 
to get another driver’s 
license, the tag form, a slip 
of paper with a number 
on it like they give you at a 
crowded ice cream parlor 
and told me where to get a 
clipboard and a pen.

My number was “T122.” 
I sat down and fi lled out 
the paperwork for the tag; 
I wasn’t going to fi ll the 
driver’s license form again. 
It was 30 or 45 minutes until 
my number appeared on the 
screen and a computerized 
like voice called out “T122.”.

The folks there are nice, 
but it was toward the end 
of the day and they were 
moving a little like they had 
been dragging 100 pound 
bags of feed behind them in 
the barn and they had been 
doing it all day.

I understood.
The lady behind the long 

counter started helping 
me with my tag, but then 
– she asked me for my 
driver’s license. I gave her 
my expired license and of 
course she told me, “Your 
license is expired!”

I said, “Yes Ma’am, I 
came in back in November 
to get it renewed and it 
never came in the mail.”

Then she asked me, 
“Have you checked with 
your postal carrier?”

I said, “No Ma’am.”
However, when I said it, 

this picture of my mailman, 

“Mike,” popped into my 
head. Mike is wonderful, 
he’s nice to my dogs, he 
wears shorts in the dead of 
winter and always waves 
at me. He would remind 
you of “Cholla,” the leader 
of the motorcycle gang, 
“The Black Widows” in the 
movie, “Every Which Way 
But Loose,” starring Clint 
Eastwood. 

But you just don’t 
ask Mike the Mailman 
questions. You just don’t 
mess up his system.

As I was in a trance 
thinking about the absurdity 
of asking Mike about my 
driver’s license, the lady 
left me standing there at 
the counter. She walked 
around a while behind the 
counter with the other folks 
“helping” people. It was late 
in the day and she seemed 
as if she had been dragging 
two 100 pound bags of feed 
around the barn all day.

I understood.
She came back and 

started typing on her 
computer. She found what 
she was looking for and 
said, “I see where you called 
about a month ago and were 
told your license was mailed 
on December 2nd.”

To this I replied, “Yes 
Ma’am, the lady also told 
me she would send out 
another one. I still don’t 
have a license.”

The nice lady then told 
me that I “might have to 
pay for a new license.” I 
convinced her that I would 
not do that. Again, she was 
very nice (well, kind of nice) 
and I got to talk to another 
lady.

The DMV is not so bad; 
they just have a lot going 
on. The next lady brought 

me my tag and asked for 
my driver’s license.

I told her, “I don’t have 
one. I don’t drive. I simply 
want a new tag for my car. 
It stays in the driveway. 
I go out there and listen 
to the radio sometimes 
when I need to get away 
from things. Sometimes I 
hear voices in my house 
and I get scared. I bought 
a car just to sit in. My dog 
usually sits in there with 
me.”

She looked at me like I 
was crazy.

I understood.
Finally they all got 

together and decided to 
take my picture again and 
send off for another driver’s 

license. They didn’t charge 
me anything.

One of the ladies simply 
said, “You should receive 
your new license in the mail 
in seven to ten business 
days.”

“Yes Ma’am,” I 
responded.

I walked out the door 
understanding the present 
overall state of things.

I got my driver’s license 
in the mail “two business 
days” later.

I don’t know what else 
to say other than, “What 
we’ve got here is… failure 
to communicate.”

Read more stories 
online at www.
CranksMyTractor.com.
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readers in the form of letters 
to the editor or a guest 
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encouraged. A newspaper’s 
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and opinions are exchanged. 
All letters and guest columns 
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phone number of the author. 
The street address and phone 
number are for verifi cation 
and will not be published. 
Letters must be in good 
taste and The Star reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
correctness and style.
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The U.S. tax code grows more 
complicated every year and 
currently spans thousands of 
pages – even government 
experts can’t agree 
exactly how long it is. So 
it’s not surprising that 
millions of Americans 
hire professional tax 
preparers to complete 
their returns. 

Relinquishing 
the onerous task of 
calculating your taxes 
to a professional may save you 
time and give peace of mind 
– they know more about tax 
law than you do, right? But 
remember: You’re still legally 
responsible for all information 
on the return. So if the preparer 
makes a mistake or intentionally 
defrauds the government, you’ll 
be on the hook for any additional 
taxes, interest and penalties 
– even possible prosecution. 

The IRS notes that although 
most tax return preparers are 
professional, honest and serve 
their clients well, taxpayers 
should use the same standards for 
choosing a preparer as they would 
for a doctor or lawyer, and be on 
the lookout for incompetence and 
criminal activity.

There are several basic types 
of tax preparers: certifi ed public 
accountants, IRS-designated 
enrolled agents, tax attorneys, 
storefront agents (think H&R 
Block) and self-employed 
preparers. 

The fi rst three types must 
meet their own licensing 
agency’s continuing education 

and licensing requirements 
and are bound by ethical 
standards; they’re also the 

only professionals 
authorized to represent 
you before the IRS on all 
tax matters, including 
audits, collection and 
appeals. Others may only 
represent you for audits 
of returns they actually 
prepared. Always ask 
whether they belong 
to any professional 

organizations with continuing-
education requirements.

Here are tips for choosing the 
right tax return preparer: 

• Request an initial free 
consultation at which you can 
share last year’s return and 
discuss how your situation has 
changed.

• Ask how their fees are 
determined – some charge by 
the number of forms (schedules) 
fi led, others by the hour. You 
might pay anywhere from $100 
to many thousands of dollars, 
depending on the complexity of 
your situation, where you live, 
the agent’s credentials, etc. 

• One good way to get a sense 
of fees is to ask what they would 
have charged to complete your 
last year’s return.

• Be wary of tax preparers 
who claim they can obtain larger 
refunds than other preparers. 
No one can estimate your refund 
without fi rst reviewing your 
fi nancial information.

• Avoid preparers who base 
their fee on a percentage of the 
refund.

• Consider whether the 
individual or fi rm will be around 
to answer questions about the 
return months or years after it’s 
been fi led.

• Check their credentials 
and fi nd out if any complaints 
have been fi led with the Better 
Business Bureau.

• Reputable preparers will 
ask to see receipts and will ask 
multiple questions to determine 
whether expenses qualify for 
deduction.

• Ask whether your 
return’s preparation will be 
outsourced, which means your 
personal information could be 
transmitted electronically to 
another fi rm, possibly outside 
the U.S.

• Ask about their experience 
with IRS audits and what their 
fees would be to represent you 
in an audit. 

• Ask their policy for 
reimbursing you for fi nes, 
penalties and interest if it 
turns out your owe back taxes 
on a return they prepared 
– many have insurance for that 
purpose.

And fi nally, don’t muddy 
the waters by linking your tax-
return fee to buying another 
product the preparer may be 
trying to sell, such as a refund-
anticipation loan or check, 
retirement savings account or 
insurance policy. 

Jason Alderman directs 
Visa’s fi nancial education 
programs. To Follow Jason 
Alderman on Twitter: www.
twitter.com/PracticalMoney. 

What goes around
Dear Editor:
This letter is directed to 

the person(s) who had the 
unmitigated gall to steal 
not only several plants from 
my front lawn, but also the 
containers and fi ve collectible 
Coke bottles. In fact, they were 
in such a hurry to steal the 
bottles that they left one behind.

After I discovered the 
plants, etc., were gone I put 
my detective acumen to work 
and came up with the following 
conclusions.

First of all, whoever stole 
from me must have known 
the pattern I follow every day. 
Around 11 a.m. I go to the post 
offi ce and am gone about an 
hour. On the morning the plants 
were stolen — about two weeks 
ago, the plants were located 
where they had been for years. I 
had a Mimosa tree in a pot near 

my back door, plus a strange 
looking plant which was just 
about to bloom. The sansevieria 
(mother-in-law’s tongue) along 
with several other pet plants of 
mine disappeared.

There are two things for 
sure, whoever stole the plants, 
etc. must have been strong and 
they had to have a truck. In fact 
they obviously ripped out some 
purple-leaved plants and left 
pieces on the ground and on the 
road.

I know it is of little 
consequence in the big picture, 
but if my plants can be stolen 
so can those belonging to other 
people.

There is no reward for 
information relating to this 
thievery, but as the saying used 
frequently in this area, “What 
comes along goes along” or is it 
“What goes along comes along.”

Marjorie Parker
Oak Grove

they are paying the issue lip 
service.

But at a time when one 
commissioner is requesting 
a clearer agenda, when the 
other commissioners are 
at least expressing half-
hearted support, the county 
administrator brings topics 
such as creating two new 
positions to commissioners 
without a notation on the 

agenda.
Commissioners should 

decide what message they 
want to send and get back 
to the rest of us.

Because despite an 
encouraging vote last 
week by the three newest 
commissioners to provide a 
unifi ed message on economic 
development, business as 
usual remains in place.

KLATTERINGS from page A4

CRANKS from page A4

Should you hire a tax preparer?

JASON 
ALDERMAN

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Special to The Star

North Florida novelist 
Michael Lister has just 
won his second Florida 
Book Award.

“Blood Sacrifi ce,” the 
fi fth book in his popular 
and critically-acclaimed 
John Jordan series, won 
the Silver Medal in the 
Florida Book 
Awards Pop-
ular Fiction 
Category for 
2012.

This is 
Lister’s sec-
ond Florida 
Book Award. 
His fi rst was 
a Bronze 
Medal in the 
Florida Book 
Awards Gen-
eral Fiction 
Category for 
2009 for his 
novel “Double Exposure.”

“I’m thrilled,” Lister 
said. “My fi rst novel to 
get published was a John 
Jordan and now 15 years 
later for the fi fth book in 
the series to be honored in 
this way … It just means 
so much to me and for the 
series.”

To date, Lister has had 
11 novels, three short-story 
collections and three non-
fi ction books published.

“I always come back 
to John,” he said. “I love 
writing my other books, 
especially my second 
series featuring 1940s 
Panama City PI Jimmy 
“Soldier” Riley, but I’ll al-
ways come back to John. 
It’s like checking in with 
an old friend. Can’t go too 
long without seeing what 
John’s up to.”

The Blood Series, of 
which the award-win-
ning book “Blood Sacri-
fi ce” is a part, is not only 
Lister’s most popular, but 
also his most acclaimed. 

“Publisher’s Weekly” said 
“Well-handled plot twists 
complement one of today’s 
more psychologically com-
plex religious detectives” 
while “Ellery Queen Maga-
zine” added “Lister is one 
of the most individual and 
talented newer writers on 
the crime-fi ction scene, 
with vivid style, ready wit, 

and a mar-
riage of plot 
and theme.” 

The Flor-
ida Book 
Awards, the 
nation’s most 
comprehen-
sive state 
book awards 
program, 
was estab-
lished in 2006 
to recognize, 
honor and 
celebrate the 
best Florida 

literature published the 
previous year.  

“In its seven years, 
the program has honored 
many of the Sunshine 
State’s best authors,” co-
director Lisa Tendrich 
Frank said. “It is already 
the nation’s most com-
prehensive statewide pro-
gram, and the program 
promises to bring more 
distinction to our talent-
rich state.”

Submissions were read 
by juries of three mem-
bers each nominated from 
across the state by cospon-
soring organizations.  

Lister and the other 
winners will be recognized 
at a banquet March 19 at 
Mission San Luis in Talla-
hassee on and a luncheon 
March 20 at the Gover-
nor’s Mansion on.

“Blood Sacrifi ce” and 
Lister’s other books are 
available in hardcover, pa-
perback, ebook and audio-
book. They can be found at 
www.MichaelLister.com.

A Call To All Vendors: 

Exposure for Your Business
Become a main ingredient for local consumers as a featured sponsor of 

the Taste of Home Cooking School:

$

Buy your tickets now at The News Herald and at newsherald.com

Maintain your water heater today 
and be thankful tomorrow Why?
Water heaters can last up to a decade with proper maintenance and 

save money in the process. Turn down the temperature dial, test the 

relief valves and flush the tank twice a year.

www.gcec.com
or 850-639-2216

Robert C. Bruner 
Attorney

Personal & Business 
Bankruptcy

Over 30 Years Legal Experience
Office located at: 19 Island Drive, Eastpoint, FL

850-670-3030
“We are a debt relief agency. We can help people file 
bankruptcy relief under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code.”
“The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 

should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before 
you decide, ask us to send you free written information 

about our qualifications and experience.”

Call:

850-670-3500 -or- 850-933-2171

Heavy Construction»
Site Work»
Excavation»
Asphalt Paving»
Brick Pavers»
Concrete»

Fill Dirt»
Gravel & Sand»
Mulch»
Sod»
Landscape Stone»
Patio Stone»

Jason White 
ConstruCtion

Wewa novelist earns Florida Book Award

“I’m thrilled. My fi rst novel to get 
published was a John Jordan and 
now 15 years later for the fi fth book 

in the series to be honored in this 
way … It just means so much to me 

and for the series.”

— Michael Lister
author of “Blood Sacrifi ce”
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Coin Show sponsored by
Ft. Walton Beach

Coin Club.
Saturday, February 23,

10 am - 5 pm and
Sunday, February 24,

10 am - 4 pm
In the Atrium of Westwood Retirement Resort,

1001 MarWalt Drive, FWB, FL
(across from FWB Medical Center).

FREE Coin to all Attendees signing in
@ Welcome Table.

Admission = FREE    Parking = FREE.
Over twenty Coin Dealers

Buy-Sell-Trade, Coins, Banknotes, Tokens, Medals. 
Young collectors activity table.

Exhibit of bicentennial error coins

For additional info:
Dave (850) 932-0933 or Bill (850) 865-0529.

www.lookoutlounge.com

FRIDAY @ 9:00 PM EST
Randy StaRk On the POOP deck

SATURDAY @ 9:00 PM EST
Randy StaRk with aRt lOng
On Sax On the POOP deckOOOnn SSSax On ax On ax On ax On ax On Sax On S ttthe Phe Phe Phe Pthe Pt OOPOOPOOPOOP dddeckeckeckeck

FRI & SAT @ 9:00 PM EST
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TUES. & WEDS. 5-10 PM
- ladieS night - 
HAPPY HOUR

MONDAY - FRIDAY
5 - 7 PM

Animal Hospital of Port St. Joe
24-Emergency Service For Our Current Clients

 Quality Internal Medicine
 Soft Tissue/Orthopedic Surgery
 Dentistry
 Clean and 
Spacious
Facility

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri
8:00 AM - 5:30 PM

300 Long Ave
PSJ, FL 32456
850-229-6009

Notice for Early Public Review of a Proposal to 
Support Activity in the 100-Year Floodplain and Wetland
February 21, 2013
City of Port St. Joe
305 Cecil G. Costin, Sr., Blvd.
Port St. Joe, Fl, 32456
(850) 229-8261 

To: All Interested Agencies, Groups, and Individuals

This is to give notice that the City of Port St. Joe has submitted an application for a Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG funds) to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO).  The funding is provided 
by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and will be used to replace aging iron water 
lines responsible for significant water quality contamination.

This notice is required by Section 2(a)(4) of Executive Order 11988 for Floodplain Management, and by Section 
2(b) of Executive Order 11990 for the Protection of Wetlands, and is implemented by HUD Regulations found at 
24 CFR 55.20(b) for the HUD action that is within and/or affects a floodplain or wetland. 

Construction will be undertaken in the 100 year floodplain. The City of Port St. Joe is interested in alternatives 
and public perceptions of possible adverse impacts that could result from the project as well as potential mitigation
measures.  The project location area is partially located within the floodplain area. The project proposes to replace
water lines in the Avenues B, C, D and E and connecting streets in the North Port St. Joe neighborhood in Port 
St. Joe, Fl. The purpose is to replace aging iron pipe which is the major factor in poor water quality in the neighborhood. All 
work is to be confined to existing rights of way and is estimated to cost $650,000 including project administration costs. 
Current FEMA map series indicates that portions of the neighborhood and site work area may be impacted by 
a 100 year flood event.

Data from the National Wetlands Inventory indicate that the project will not affect any mapped wetlands. Written 
comments must be received by Charlotte Pierce, City Clerk at 305 Cecil G. Costin, Sr., Blvd. Port St. Joe, Fl, 
32456 on or before March 12, 2013.

Additional information may be obtained by contacting: 
Charlotte Pierce, City Clerk, (850) 229-8261.

Mel C. Magidson, Jr., Mayor
Environmental Certifying Official 

Friday Night Special

Fried Shrimp
Served with choice of two sides................. $10.99

8 oz. Ribeye Steak
Served with choice of two sides................ $11.99

luNch Special daily 

HouRS oF opeRation:
Monday - Friday

Meat and choice of 3 Sides
$7.99

Social Security 
DiSability

Supplemental Security
income (SSi)

Children and Adults
No Fee or Cost If No Recovery

Gayle Speed RinGo
attoRney at law

Apalachicola, FL
(850) 292-7059 | (850) 944-6020 FAX

gsrlaw@bellsouth.net

Star Staff Report

The trustees of the Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund recommended sig-
nifi cant investments in Port St. 
Joe during the next three years 
to support continuation and ex-
pansion of programs benefi tting 
children and youth and those in 
need.

The investments would be 
made through grants awarded 
by the Jessie Ball duPont Port 
St. Joe Capacity Building Fund 
at The Community Foundation 
in Jacksonville.

The trustees endorsed a 
three-year extension of the Gulf 

Coast Workforce Development 
Board’s summer programs for 
children and youth in Port St. 
Joe, Florida. The programs, 
which operate out of North Port 
St. Joe, offer intensive employ-
ment training for economically 
disadvantaged young adults and 
a summer recreation, academ-
ic and internship program for 
youth ages 6-18.

“These programs have shown 
great promise,” said Senior Pro-
gram Offi cer Katie Ensign, “and 
are providing excellent opportu-
nities for young people to gain 
employment skills and younger 
children to enjoy high-quality 

summer activities.”
To support the three-year ex-

tension, the Jessie Ball duPont 
Fund trustees recommended 
grants of $567,444 to Gulf Coast 
Workforce Development Board 
Inc. from the Port St. Joe Capac-
ity Building Fund.

In addition, the trustees 
recommended funding to ex-
pand the Community Resource 
Center, which offers emergen-
cy assistance and other ser-
vices through a partnership 
among Gulf Coast Workforce 
Development Board, Inc., the 
Christian Community Develop-
ment Fund and the Washington 

 Improvement Group. The trust-
ees recommended a one-year 
grant of $98,758 through the Port 
St. Joe Capacity Building Fund 
to support the work of the Center 
as it identifi es additional funding 
sources.

The trustees also recommend-
ed continuation of the Nemours 
BrightStart! program, which 
identifi es young children at risk 
of reading failure and provides 
intensive training to improve 
their literacy skills and prepare 
them for elementary school. The 
trustees recommended a grant of 
$44,862 through the Port St. Joe 
Capacity Building Fund to train 

10 additional teachers to deliver 
the BrightStart! curriculum.

All grants recommended 
through the Port St. Joe Capacity 
Building Fund must receive for-
mal approval from the trustees 
of The Community Foundation in 
Jacksonville, which houses the 
Port St. Joe Capacity Building 
Fund.

The Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
makes grants to more than 
330 eligible organizations identi-
fi ed by Mrs. duPont in her will. 
The Fund has assets of more 
than $270 million and has award-
ed more than $329 million in 
grants since 1977. 

Special to The Star

Sacred Heart Medical 
Group is proud to announce 
Dr. Michael Brown, a board 
certifi ed pulmonologist, 
has joined the Sacred Heart 
physicians’ group. 

Brown will provide care 
services to inpatients as a 
hospitalist of Sacred Heart 
Hospital on the Gulf. He has 
practiced medicine with Sa-
cred Heart Hospital since 
1982, including his role as 
vice president of medical 
affairs at Sacred Heart 
Hospital in Pensacola.

“We are thrilled to be 
gaining a physician with 
Dr. Brown’s extraordinary 
qualifi cations and experi-
ence,” said Kathy Chastain, 
acting chief nursing offi cer.

Brown attended medical 
school at Duke University. 

He continued his education 
with a residency, intern-
ship and fellowship at the 
University of Florida. 

“We couldn’t ask for a 
more qualifi ed physician 
and what a gain it is to have 
one with a pulmonary back-
ground,” Chastain said.

Sacred Heart Medical 
Group is the largest net-
work of primary care and 
specialty physicians in 
Northwest Florida. Dedi-
cated to serving the pa-
tient, Sacred Heart Medical 
Group is Joint Commission 
accredited and follows high 
standards for quality, safety 
and infection control. 

For more informa-
tion about Sacred Heart 
Medical Group physi-
cians, call 416-1600 or 
visit www.sacred-heart.
org/medicalgroup. 

Sacred Heart welcomes 
physician to practice
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Jessie Ball duPont Fund extends support for PSJ programs
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tiDE tABLES MoNthLY AVERAGES
To find the tides of the following areas, subtract the indicated times 
from these given for APALACHICOLA:

HIGH LOW
Cat point Minus 0:40 Minus 1:17
East pass Minus 0:27 Minus 0:27
To find the tides of the following areas, subtract the indicated times 
from those given for CARRABELLE:

HIGH LOW
Bald point Minus 9:16 Minus 0:03

Sponsor the WEEKLY ALMANAC
Call 

today! 227-7847

Date high Low % precip
thu, Feb. 21 68° 61° 20 %
Fri, Feb. 22 73° 65° 30 %
Sat, Feb. 23 74° 57° 30 %
Sun, Feb. 24 71° 60° 40 %
Mon, Feb. 25 72° 61° 40 %
tues, Feb. 26 70° 55° 60 %
Wed, Feb. 27 69° 53° 0 %

20 We  555pm   1.1  348am  -0.4

21 Th  649pm   1.1  424am  -0.4

22 Fr  739pm   1.1  452am  -0.4

23 Sa  828pm   1.1  515am  -0.3

24 Su  920pm   1.0  531am  -0.2

25 Mo 1017pm   0.8  540am  -0.1

26 Tu 1208pm   0.3 1126pm   0.7  538am   0.1  347pm   0.2

27 We 1136am   0.6  519am   0.2  540pm   0.1

28 Th  102am   0.4 1139am   0.7  425am   0.3  719pm   0.0

©2013 FreeTideTables.com - For comparison only - Times are local - Tides in feet from MLLW

20 We  158pm   0.9 1026pm   1.0  632am  -0.2  536pm   0.9

21 Th  228pm   1.0 1138pm   1.0  722am  -0.2  647pm   0.8

22 Fr  253pm   1.0  804am  -0.2  739pm   0.7

23 Sa 1242am   1.1  314pm   1.0  840am  -0.2  822pm   0.6

24 Su  137am   1.1  332pm   1.0  910am  -0.2  859pm   0.5

25 Mo  227am   1.1  347pm   1.0  936am  -0.1  934pm   0.4

26 Tu  316am   1.1  403pm   1.0 1001am   0.0 1009pm   0.3

27 We  406am   1.1  420pm   1.1 1024am   0.2 1046pm   0.1

28 Th  459am   1.0  442pm   1.1 1049am   0.3 1128pm   0.0

Date Day High Tide High Tide Low Tide Low Tide Sunrise
1 Fr 1204pm   0.9  905pm  -0.1

2 Sa 1245pm   1.1 1057pm  -0.2

3 Su  139pm   1.2

4 Mo  245pm   1.3 1235am  -0.4

5 Tu  359pm   1.4  152am  -0.6

6 We  515pm   1.4  253am  -0.6

Date Day High Tide High Tide Low Tide Low Tide Sunrise
1 Fr  459am   1.8  410pm   2.2  929am   0.8 1031pm  -0.2

2 Sa  608am   1.8  441pm   2.4  957am   1.1 1135pm  -0.2

3 Su  734am   1.6  519pm   2.4 1025am   1.3

4 Mo  934am   1.4  607pm   2.4 1259am  -0.2 1051am   1.3

5 Tu  711pm   2.2  235am  -0.2

6 We 1248pm   1.8  836pm   2.2  356am  -0.3  247pm   1.6

Corner of Marina Drive, Port St. Joe, FL  
(next to Piggly Wiggly) www.BWOfish.com

“Your Hunting Headquarters”

Comes standard with hogue grips, 
two 10rd magazines, Fiber optiC
sights and Carry Case!

WAS $399.99
Must be 21 yr to buy

ase!

$31999
WOW!

limited stock - no rainchecks
limited stock of .22lr ammo - limit 2 per customer

two 10rd magazines, Fiber two 10rd magazines, Fiber optiC
Comes standard with Comes standard with hogue grips, 
two 10rd magazines, Fiber two 10rd magazines, Fiber optiC

CitAdel 1911-.22lR

Deer hunting zone split expected for 2014-15 season
By MATTHEW BEATON

522-5114 | @matthewbeaton
mbeaton@pcnh.com

PANAMA CITY — The 
Panhandle’s deer man-
agement zone likely will 
be split into separate 
units, north and south, 
starting with the 2014-15 
hunting season, allow-
ing the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) to 
tailor limits and restric-
tions for each section, 
an agency offi cial said.

The FWC held three 
public meetings last 
month soliciting input 
on the plan, which would 
divide the Panhandle’s 
deer management 
Zone D. The state has 
four such zones. The 
Panhandle’s runs west 
from Tallahassee to the 
Alabama state line and 
would be split by Inter-
state 10. 

But the FWC will 
let public input guide 
the decision, said Cory 
Morea, the FWC’s deer 
management program 
coordinator. The pro-
posal drew a favorable 
response at the meet-
ings, which were held 

in Marianna, Pensacola 
and Tallahassee. About 
250 people attended.

“It’s all about getting 
the public more involved 
in the process of manag-
ing white-tailed deer in 
Florida,” he said.

If and when the split 
occurs, the FWC likely 
would manage the deer 
populations differently 
in each unit, Morea said. 
The big-picture plan is 
to subdivide each zone 
in the state, offering 
more precision control 
over the state’s deer 
population. 

But Zone D will be 
the guinea pig.

Morea said the meet-
ings gave the public, 
particularly hunters and 
landowners, the chance 
to voice their concerns 
and preferences. He 
said talk centered on 
“harvest formats,” the 
number of deer hunters 
can kill.

Largely the consen-
sus at the meetings was 
hunters should be able 
to take more “antler-
less” deer, but fewer 
bucks. 

“To get more bucks 
on the landscape, you 

would certainly have to, 
at least initially, reduce 
the buck take in some 
manner, either through 
antler-point restrictions 
or buck-bag limits or 
some combination of 
the two,” Morea said.

During the season, 
two bucks can be taken 
per day, with no season 
limit, he said.

Morea said the antler-
less deer are fair game 
for about 40 days, which 
includes an archery and 
crossbow season of 33 
days and a general gun 
season of a week.

In archery and cross-
bow season, the antler-
less deer limit is two, 
and in gun season, it’s 
one, Morea said. 

“You can never shoot 
more than two deer in 
one day,” he said.

Morea said changes 
could include altering 
the antlerless deer sea-
son and implementing a 
buck bag limit or antler 
restrictions; these could 
vary between the two 
units. 

“They’re all on the 
table for consideration,” 
he said.

Morea also said the 
meetings offered a “sec-

ond wave” of feed-
back. The fi rst 
came from a FWC 
survey of Florida 
residents, hunters 
and farmers.

Steve Glenn, 
67, a hunter, at-

tended the meeting 
in Marianna. He said 

he doesn’t have a prob-
lem with splitting the 

Panhandle along I-10, 
but he needs more infor-
mation before he can of-
fer a proper opinion.

The Marianna resi-
dent said the FWC ap-
pears receptive to hunt-
ers and landowners’ in-
put. Pointing to the study, 
he said it looks like the 
FWC has gone beyond 
the science associated 
with deer management 
and is including the pub-
lic’s ideas. He said in the 
past the agency leaned 
on science and wasn’t 
interested in anything 
else. 

Glenn also volun-
teered to be part of a 
smaller group of hunt-
ers, landowners and sci-
entists, which will meet 
and develop goals and 
objectives for the two 
deer management units.

Glenn said one way 
the units might differ is 
bucks tend to be bigger 
on the north side of I-10, 
and those are the ones 
hunters are after.

“They’re wanting to 
kill deer with big horns 
— big antlers,” he said.

So, there might be 
stricter limits placed 
on bucks north of I-10 
compared to those to the 
south.

Overall Glenn hoped 
the FWC’s plan will 
be what’s best for the 
region.

“I don’t know if they 
have a real agenda; they 
just know that they need 
to do something,” he 
said, “and this is the ve-
hicle which they’ve cho-
sen to use.” 

By RICHARD HANTZ
Contributing Writer

Let’s begin with using 
proper soap, detergent 
versus non-detergent 
products. Dish washing 
soaps have been popular 
forever. Sure it’s cheap, 
sudsy and cleans well, 
but did you know it 
washes away the waxes 
and protective coatings 
from your boat’s fi nish, 
including metals and 
upholstered items.

Just think about how 
it cleans the grease and 
grime from your cookware 
at home.

We recommend the use 
of a car wash soap, with 
wax. Dozens of products 

are available at any auto 
parts store; not only 
leaving surfaces clean but 
with a certain amount of 
additional protection from 
the damaging UV rays of 
the sun.

We begin the wash 
with a thorough rinse, 
eliminating some of the 
grit, abrasive residue from 
possibly scratching the 
fi nish. Wash from the top 
and work your way down, 
lifting cushions, cleaning 
undersides. Stand the 
cushions on edge and 
allow to thoroughly dry 
before re-installing into 
their position. This will 
help eliminate mildew.

For stains, rust, fi sh 
blood, etc. on the decks, 

non-skid surfaces we use 
Barkeepers Friend and/or 
Zud. Both contain ospholic 
acid, and are available at 
most grocery stores and 
hardware stores. Apply 
cleanser to stains and 
allow to stand for several 
minutes. Scrub decks with 
a stiff deck brush.

On the bottom of the 
boat below water-line can 
turn brown from tannic 
acids in the water. There 
are a variety of boat 
specialty cleaners, but we 
shop at the local Dollar 
Store and use The Works. 
It’s a mild acid used to 
clean toilet bowls. Cost is 
about $1.20 per container 
versus $11 for specialty 
products. We suggest 

diluting The Works about 
three parts solution to one 
part water. Apply solution 
to dry hull, allow to stand 
for 20-30 minutes and then 
rinse. This may require 
repeat applications if stain 
is deeply embedded.

Now that your boat 
is cleaned, we suggest 
applying protectant to 
vinyl, upholstered items, 
add a fuel stabilizer to 
your system then start 
and run your motor, once a 
month, operate the shifting 
mechanism, turn steering 
from stop to stop. Plan an 
annual service with your 
local marine technician.

Next week we’ll talk 
about polishing and waxing 
your boat.  

Special to The Star

The Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission is inviting 
the public to attend Febru-
ary meetings in Gulf and 
Franklin counties on the 
10-year draft land-manage-
ment plan for FWC-man-
aged portions of the Apala-
chicola River Wildlife and 
Environmental Area. 

The fi rst public hear-
ing is 7 p.m. Feb. 27 at the 
St. Joseph Bay State Buf-
fer Preserve Center, 3915 
State Road 30-A in Port 
St. Joe. The second hear-
ing is 7 p.m. Feb. 28 at the 
Apalachicola National Es-
tuarine Research Reserve 
Environmental Education 
and Training Center in 
Eastpoint.

At each meeting, there 
will be a staff presentation 
followed by comments and 
questions about the draft 
plan from the public.

“The Apalachicola River 
Wildlife and Environmen-
tal Area is there to ensure 
conservation of fi sh, wild-

life and other natural and 
cultural resources,” said 
Rebecca Shelton, FWC 
land conservation biolo-
gist. “It is a beautiful place 
for people to go for outdoor 
recreation, including fi sh-
ing and wildlife viewing. 
This draft management 
plan specifi es how we in-
tend to carry out those 
conservation objectives.”

She said hunting and 
fi shing regulations are not 
included in this plan, be-
cause they are addressed 
through a separate public 
process. 

To obtain a copy of the 
draft land-management 
prospectus for the Apala-
chicola River WEA, please 
call Rebecca Shelton at 
850-487-9982 or David Al-
den at 850-487-9588, or 
email Rebecca.Shelton@
MyFWC.com.

For more information 
on management plans 
and their goals, visit My-
FWC.com/Conservation 
and select “Terrestrial 
Programs” then “Manage-
ment Plans.” 

FWC to hold 
public hearings for 
Apalachicola area

Email outdoors 
news to tcroft@

starfl .com
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Freshwater

Inshore
Flounder have been showing up again as the water temperature 
begins to rise this month. Mexico Beach canal has had several 
fish over the No. 4 mark being caught this past week. Inshore 
fishing around docks and pillings shouils be good for sheepshead 
this week with the mild weather coming our way.

With all the rain from last week, many area streams and creeks 
are running over the banks this week. Catfishing will be great as 
the water levels continue to rise. Depot creek is still reporting on 
crappie and bream catches through the weekend.

Show your boat some love with a wash

Bang for your buck



Star Staff Report

The Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. 
High School girls found 
themselves opening Re-
gion 1-1A play against the 
defending state champions 
last week.

For the young Lady 
Tiger Sharks, it proved a 
learning experience.

Port St. Joe traveled 
last Tuesday to Ponce de 
Leon, a team which lost 
just one player from last 
season’s state title squad, 
and were swamped 60-20 
in a region semifi nal.

Maya Robbins led the 
Lady Tiger Sharks with 
six points, Brooklyn Quinn 
added fi ve, Alyssa Park-
er closed out her career 
as a Lady Tiger Shark 
with three and Teiyahna 
Hutchinson, Maliayah Mc-

Nair, and Hallie Jasinski 
each had two points. The 
girls would like to thank 
all the people who sup-
ported them this year, with 
10 of 11 players returning 
next year the future looks 
very bright, said assistant 
coach Tracy Browning.   

Those supporters in-
cluded Preble-Rish Inc., 
St. Joe Rent All, Gulf Coast 

Electric Co-Op, Inc., Paul 
Gant Bar-B-Que, Tyndall 
Federal Credit Union, 
Centennial Bank, Frank 
D. May DMD, PA, St. Joe 
Ace Hardware, James D. 
Campbell D.D.S., M.S., PA, 
Fair Point Communica-
tions, Hannon Insurance, 
Raffi eld’s Fisheries Inc. 
and Gulf Coast Vacation 
Rentals Inc. 
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Star Staff Report

The Wewahitchka Jr./Sr. High School 
softball team (1-2) split two games last 
week, including the Lady Gators’ fi rst 
win of the season, an 18-0 three-inning 
shellacking of Altha.

The week began with a 5-1 loss to 
Franklin County.

Ashleigh Price started on the mound 
and went fi ve innings, striking out four 
and walking fi ve. Naomi Parker pitched 
the sixth, walking one and striking out 
two and Brianna Bailey fi nished up 

with one strikeout and no walks in the 
seventh.

The Lady Seahawk pitcher, Crista 
Martina, scattered seven hits while 
striking out nine and walking seven in 
going the distance.

Jessica Smith was 2 for 3 with a walk, 
Krista Stephens was 2 for 3 and Saman-
tha Hoover was 1 for 1 with a walk for 
the Lady Gators.

Two days later Wewahitchka swamped 
Altha in a game called by the mercy rule.

Parker started and allowed one hit 
and struck out one in one inning. Bai-

ley pitched the next two innings, strik-
ing out four and allowing just one base 
runner.

Parker, Price and Caitlin Burch were 
each 3 for 3 at the plate. Parker and Price 
also walked in four plate appearances.

Smith and Bailey were each 2 for 3 
and Cecily Hale, Jade McLemore each 
had one hit and two walks in three plate 
appearances. Hoover was 2 for 3 and 
Alyssa Bass walked twice.

The Lady Gators were at Sneads on 
Tuesday, host Altha on Thursday and 
host Rocky Bayou on Friday.

PSJ baseball 
drops 2 in 

early season
Star Staff Report

The hitting is there, the pitching is round-
ing into form but there still is work to do on 
defense.

The Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. High School baseball 
team dropped a pair of games last week to fall 
to 1-2 on the young season.

A testament to the young season was on 
display last Friday night at the Tiger Sharks 
lost a diffi cult 11-9 decision to county rival 
Wewahitchka.

Port St. Joe squandered leads of 2-0, 8-5 and 
9-7 and had the drop of a fl y ball in the outfi eld 
prove the difference.

“We just can’t do that,” coach Chuck Gan-
non said. “The defense was the downfall in this 
game. We scored enough runs to win the game. 

“We’re still young at this time and trying to 
put players in the right spots to be successful.”

Chase Wilder started and pitched fi ve strong 
innings for Port St. Joe, Gannon said, before he 
was relieved by Jarkeice Davis who pitched the 
fi nal two innings.

Tucker Smith led the offense, going 4 for 5 
with a pair of doubles. Tyler Worley had a pair of 
hits and an RBI, Drew Lacour had two hits and 
two RBI, Wilder had two hits and drove in a run 
and Bryce Godwin had a run-scoring double.

The junior varsity lost to the Gators 13-3. 
Tony Yowell was 2 for 3 with an RBI and Austin 
Nobles 2 for 3 for Port St. Joe.

The Tiger Sharks lost the day before 3-0 to 
Freeport despite solid pitching, Gannon said.

Austin Clayton pitched six innings, allowing 
four hits while striking out three and walking 
one. Davis pitched the fi nal inning, allowing a 
hit while striking out one and walking one.

Godwin had the only hit for Port St. Joe.

Star Staff Report

The Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. High School 
softball team opened the 2013 season with 
a 4-1 loss to Marianna last Friday.

Sophomore Stephanie Brinkmeier 
started on the mound, her fi rst high school 
start and allowed four earned runs on 
eight hits, striking out none and walking 
none.

Hal’Leigh Keels had a pair of singles 
and drove in the Lady Sharks’ only run 
with a second-inning sacrifi ce fl y to left-
fi eld, plating Shannon Pridgeon.

Haley Wood, Brittany King, Brinkmeier, 

Christian Laine and Kelsey Miles also had 
hits for Port St. Joe. 

“We never got the big hit,” coach Jim 
Belin said. “We left 12 batters on and most 
innings we left two on base. We are young 
but I see a lot of potential in the young 
Sharks. Stephanie Brinkmeier did an ex-
cellent job on her debut.”

The Lady Sharks host a district game 
Friday with West Gadsden at 6 p.m. ET.

The Junior High team will play Tolar 
Middle School at 4:30 p.m. ET.

The game will be a double header be-
cause of an earlier rain out. 

Come and support this year’s team. 

Star Staff Report

The Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. 
High School weightlifting 
season opened last week 
with a second-place fi nish 
at a meet hosted by Bay 
High.

Corey North won the 169-
pound class for the Tiger 

Sharks with a 480-pound 
total. Jimmy Cummings in 
the 129-pound class took 
second with a 275-pound to-
tal and Carter Thacker won 
second at 139 pounds with 
a 365-pound total.

Nick Lewis was third 
at 169 pounds and Natron 
Lee fi nished third at 199 

pounds. Five lifters placed 
fourth: Matt Simpson at 
119 pounds, Reggie Smith 
at 183 pounds, Jacobie 
Jones at 219 pounds, Um-
stead Sanders 238 pounds 
and Christian Barnhart at 
heavyweight. Port St. Joe 
will host a dual meet at 
4:30 p.m. today.

Star Staff Report

Port St. Joe and Franklin County, the 
top two programs this season in Dis-
trict 1-1A, fi elded the most athletes on 
the all-district soccer teams released 
this week.

For the Tiger Sharks, Marcel Du-
arte, the school’s all-time leading  scorer 

while just a sophomore, was selected 
to the fi rst team along with junior mid-
fi elder Drew Lacour, senior defenders 
Javarri Beachum and Witt Shoaf and 
senior midfi elder Daniel Jones.

Tucker Smith, a senior goalkeeper, 
was named honorable mention and 
was joined by fellow Tiger Shark Caleb 
Odum, a junior forward.

For the Lady Tiger Sharks, mid-
fi elder Hayley Wood, defender Brittney 
Shoemaker and midfi elder/goalkeeper 
Christian Laine — all juniors, were 
named to the fi rst team all-district.

Freshman forward Kathleen Rish, 
the team’s top goal scorer on the sea-
son, was named to the honorable men-
tion team.

PSJ girls fall in regional semis

Lady Sharks fall in opener

COURTESY OF NATALIE SHOAF

Javarri Beachum was one of fi ve Tiger Sharks selected to the all-district fi rst team.

PSJ, Franklin dominate all-district

Lady Gators notch fi rst softball win

PSJ lifters fi nish second in Bay County meet
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He said he did not want 
any contract on the light-
house project to be “open-

ended” and emphasized, 
as did Magidson, that the 
money to fund the reloca-
tion would come from fund-
raising efforts through an 
ongoing campaign spear-
headed by the St. Joseph 
Historical Society.

“We don’t have the 
money to pay anybody oth-
er than with raised funds,” 
Buzzett said.

Magidson said, “We 
don’t intend to saddle tax-
payers with any of this.”

Kennedy suggested 
that Preble Rish and city 
staff agree on a scope of 
services for the project 
manager, using in large 
measure the Request for 
Proposals the city had be-
gun advertising.

He said any scope of 
services should include a 
provision that the Com-
mission has fi nal say on 
subcontractors.

“We have to have some 
control over it and full 
knowledge,” Magidson 
said.

Gibson noted that the 
physical moving of the 
lighthouse, by its nature 
in size and expense, would 
be bid out under normal 
bid procedures in any 
circumstances. 

He added that any items 
or services above the city’s 
$5,000 threshold that trig-
gers a requirement for 
bidding would also be bid 

as usual. 
Small items and ser-

vices below that threshold, 
he said, Preble Rish could 
perform.

On other fronts con-
cerning the move of the 
Cape San Blas Lighthouse, 
city manager Jim Ander-
son said the city expected 
the fi nal federal paperwork 
conveying the lighthouse 
to the city “any day.” 

Once the city receives 
that letter, the six-month 
clock to move the light-
house begins to tick.

Magidson said that in 
discussions with possible 
movers of the lighthouse, 
the idea of moving the 
lighthouse by barge over 
St. Joseph Bay to the city 
was becoming more and 
more a preferred option.

Moving by barge could 
“save big money,” Magid-
son said, reducing the dis-
tance the lighthouse has 
to travel and the potential 
for damage in transit while 
also all but eliminating the 
need for road and/or elec-
trical transmission line 
clearance for the move.

Also under consider-
ation is moving the light-
house by helicopter, though 
the logistics and costs are 
not clear.

Water line replacement
The fi rst phase of the 

replacement of 20 miles of 
water distribution lines is 
all but complete save for a 
fi nal punch list and repav-
ing of torn up roads.

Bruce Ballister with the 
Apalachee Regional Plan-
ning Council told commis-
sioners that the city had 
received a formal award 
of a $650,000 Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) to facilitate line 
replacement along Av-
enues B-D and part of E in 
the neighborhood of North 
Port St. Joe, which would 
complete the initial phase 
of replacing eight miles of 
pipe.

Ballister said that proj-
ect would likely be bid in 
the spring and be com-
pleted in six months to 
dovetail into work on the 
second phase. The city will 
apply for another CDBG to 
fund the replacement of 
water lines in the remain-
ing areas of North Port St. 
Joe.

Sidewalk workshop
The city and Port St. 

Joe Redevelopment Agen-
cy will hold a public work-
shop 6 p.m. ET on Tuesday 
at the Washington Rec-
reation Center to discuss 
with residents the project 
to replace sidewalks along 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Blvd. 

Port director Tommy Pitts said 
he was waiting on market analysis 
from the St. Joe Company and the 
Bank of Montreal, engaged by the 
St. Joe Company to market the port 
worldwide, and that the master plan 
update should be completed in the 
summer.

The master plan, the update of 
which is being funded by a grant 
from the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity, is critical 
as it provides the foundation for 
future growth in the port planning 
area and provides a template un-
der which the port may apply for 
federal and state grant funding for 
development.

The port also received good news 
last week regarding rail access.

A $5 million Florida Department 
of Transportation grant has been 
approved to allow the upgrading of 
Genesee Wyoming rail lines between 
Port St. Joe and Chattahoochee.

The rail is in generally good shape 
to the north, but improvements over 
bridges are needed and the work 
should be completed in a year. Link-
ing the port to Chattahoochee and 
destinations beyond is considered 
critical for port development.

In other Port Authority news:

 Port Authority members, joined 
by Jennifer Jenkins, director of the 
Gulf County Tourist Development 
Council as well as County Commis-
sioner Joanna Bryan and Economic 
Development Council director Bar-
ry Sellers, discussed the potential 
for luring “boutique” cruise lines to 
the community.

One such proposal was approved 
by the Port Authority and city of Port 
St. Joe — under an agreement per-
taining to the city’s Jetty Park — but 
the cruise never took place.

“I think we have a great oppor-
tunity there,” said Port Authority 
member Patrick Jones, also noting 
such tours as a way to promote the 
so-called “low docks” in the port 
planning area. “It probably won’t 
boost bed tax but it would generate 
sales tax for the county with people 
(disembarking) for a day trip.

“But common sense dictates any 
activity down there enhances the ex-
perience for tourists and for people 
living here.”

Sellers said the concept was a 
good one if for no other reason than 
showing off Port St. Joe and Gulf 
County.

“I think it is a great idea because 
a lot of people do not realize what we 

have here,” Sellers said.
Jenkins agreed that such cruise 

lines would enhance visitor experi-
ences, expose the area to those who 
might consider a trip to Gulf County 
in the future and said there were 
many pluses, though her job perfor-
mance hinges on bed tax revenue.

“This is something we should 
defi nitely look at,” she said.

Bryan said she supported any 
partnerships and that it was neces-
sary in a small rural area for folks to 
work together.

Jones suggested establishing a 
committee that would help identify 
potential clients for such cruises, 
how the community could accom-
modate the smaller cruises and the 
demographics of those who enjoy 
such cruises.

Port St. Joe resident Bill Ko-
ran emphasized the Port Authority 
should be examining ways to use 
the low docks, which he said were a 
potential $10 million asset.
 Representatives from Project 

Nickel, a project the Port Authority 
has been pursuing for some time, 
will be in the community for a site 
visit this week.

“That indicates they are moving 
forward,” Pitts said.

Want a Job That’s 
IN DEMAND?

Online Career Training:

Register Today!
850-872-3823

online training 
new jobs

learn more
FREE information session!

Join Us!

Enroll online by April 30th and get a FREE laptop or tuition discount

BONUSBONUS

GULF COAST
STATE COLLEGE

NO HIDDEN CHARGES: It is our policy that the patient and any other person responsible for payments has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed 
by payment or any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, 
discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

www.mulliseye.com

"We Welcome
NeW PatieNts,

call today
for your
Priority

aPPoiNtmeNt"

FOR NEW PATIENTS
59 AND OLDER

This certificate is good for a complete 
Medical Eye Exam with

Todd Robinson, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician and Surgeon.

The exam includes a prescription for eye glasses and tests for 
Glaucoma, Cataracts and other eye diseases.

FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT CALL: 
850-763-6666

 ELIGIBILITY: U.S. Citizens living in the Florida Panhandle,
59 years and older, not presently under our care. 

Coupon Expires: 2-28-13            

FREE
EYE EXAM

CODE: PJ00

Darren Payne, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician 

and Cataract Surgeon

In Memory of
Lee Mullis, M.D.

Todd Robinson, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician 

and Cataract Surgeon
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By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl .com

On Friday, Feb. 15, the 
fi rst- through sixth-grade 
classes at Wewahitchka El-
ementary School participat-
ed in the annual Hoops for 
Heart fundraiser. 

Orchestrated by Physical 
Education teacher Stuart 
Vines, the school success-
fully raised more than $3,000 
to be donated to the Ameri-
can Heart Association to 
help children suffering from 
heart problems.

Students were shown 
a video about heart health 
and the effects it can have 
on families and then given 
two weeks to raise as much 
money as they could. 

Sixth-grader Rayanna 
Panis jumped at the oppor-
tunity and received 30 do-
nations, accumulating $130 
for a cause that was close to 
her. 

Having grandparents and 
a father who suffered from 
heart conditions she was 
determined to help out the 
cause. She thanked her big 
family and network of friends 

for helping raise the most of 
anyone in her class.

The life-saving commu-
nity service program offered 
prizes to students who raised 
the most money, though with 
a $5 donation students were 
able to enjoy an open P.E. 
class in the Baxley Gymna-
sium with basketball, jump 
ropes, hula hoops, treats and 
music. 

The gym was decorated 
with inspirational banners 
painted by students during 
art class.

“I liked being able to 
help people,” said Savannah 

Lister, a fi fth-grader who 
raised $10 toward the cause. 

Fellow fi fth grader Seth 
Calareso also was able to 
raise $10 in donations and 
mentioned that his uncle has 
heart problems, which drove 
him to collect additional 
money.

As the students enjoyed 
their afternoon hoops, Vines’ 
assistant, Teresa Redd, to-
taled up the donations with a 
smile on her face, confi dent 
that they’d met their goals.

The class that raised the 
most in donations will also 
receive a pizza party.

WES holds Hoops for heart event

WES LOCHER| The Star

Students donating at least $10 could hula hoop, 
jump rope or shoot some hoops.

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl .com

Instead of exchanging Valen-
tine’s Day cards last Thursday, 
the students in the Wewahitchka 
Elementary School pre-K class 
engaged in a bit of puppy love.

The students spent the fi rst 
part of their day at the St. Jo-
seph Bay Humane Society where 
they dropped off bags of donated 
items for the dogs — from food to 
chew toys — and took an opportu-
nity to meet some of the current 
residents.

PHOTOS BY TIM CROFT | The Star

Wewahitchka Elementary School pre-K students arrived at the St. Joseph Bay Humane Society last week bearings 
gifts of food and toys. 

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl .com

Bruce Ballister is best known in Gulf 
County as the Economic Development 
Planner for the Apalachee Regional Plan-
ning Council.

As of this month, 
though, Ballister 
adds published au-
thor to his resume.

Ballister is 
bringing his de-
but science fi ction 
novel, Dreamland 
Diaries, to the 
bookshelves.

Ballister’s tale 
takes place on a 
night in May 1976 when 14-year-old Brad-
ley Hitchens stumbles upon a mysterious 
metal artifact in the North Florida woods. 

With the uneasy feeling that someone—
or something—is watching him, Brad 
takes off with the metal scrap with no idea 
of the peril that lies ahead for him.

For a man who spends his days writing 
grants for the cities and counties, it was an 
easy transition for Ballister to stay at the 
computer after hours working on writing 
fi ction. 

He said he still remembers where he 
was when the germ of the book idea hit: 
he was driving down a highway and envi-
sioned a story about a New England town 
in the 1800s with the same general plot 
and characters. 

After some thinking, he hit one major 
snag: he didn’t know anything about New 
England, so he decided to set his novel in 
North Florida, an area which he knows 
like the back of his hand.

By setting the book in his backyard rich 
in history, Ballister was able to use loca-
tions that locals will immediately recog-
nize including landmarks in Wakulla and 
Franklin counties. 

Ballister was proud to include scenes 
on the streets of Apalachicola featuring a 
shrimper family who help the book’s hero 
along in his journey.  

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl .com

Help tell the story of the 
city of Port St. Joe as its cen-
tennial arrives this summer.

The Port St. Joe Centenni-
al Celebration Committee is 
seeking assistance from the 
community in documenting 
the history of modern Port 
St. Joe in the roll out toward 
the Centennial Celebration, 
which begins in June.

Specifi cally, the commit-
tee is reaching out to the 
community for photographs 
that will help the story of 
Port St. Joe and the families 
and events that shaped its 
history.

The committee will hold 

a “Scan Day” from 2-5 p.m. 
ET on Saturday at the Se-
nior Citizens Center on Li-
brary Drive in Port St. Joe 
to scan photos and hear the 
stories behind them as the 
committee builds a historic 
archive to honor the city’s 
centennial.

“Here is a way to pre-
serve the past,” said Dana 
Boyer, a member of the 
Centennial Committee. “We 
want to be able to document 
the history of this area. The 
photos and stories are out 
there. We want to document 
and archive them.”

With Tim Nelson and 
Clarence Monette, the com-
mittee will set up three scan-
ning stations at the Senior 
Citizens Center on Feb. 23.

At each station, photo-
graphs will be scanned. 

Those providing the pho-
tos will be asked, for docu-
mentation, about the pho-
tos, where they were taken, 
circumstances, who is cap-
tured in the photos.

“We are archiving photo 
history,” said Nelson. 

All that information will 
be recorded for posterity 
as the committee builds a 
history book that will at one 
point be posted online and 
will also be captured later in 
a printed form.

“It is about them, it is 
about history,” said Danny 
Raffi eld, also a member of 
the committee.

At some point, there will 
be a DVD made that will 

be available for purchase 
and the archive, once fi n-
ished will also be available 
within the Florida Geneal-
ogy Room at the Port St. Joe 
Public Library.

There will be ice cream 
and pie served during the 
“Scan Day” as refreshments 
for those who come out and 
donations for the Centen-
nial Celebration will also be 
accepted.

In short, the Centennial 
Committee is hoping that 
the folks who comprise this 
community will help them 
tell the tale of the city of Port 
St. Joe over the past 100 
years, since the founding of 
the modern city.

“Help us tell the story of 
Port St. Joe,” Boyer said.

COMMUNITY
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Centennial TRIVIA

What would you be seeing 
today if you stood where 

the photographer stood 
when taking this early 
scene of the Port St. Joe 
commercial district?  

Pelican Pete has a 
Centennial Stumper for You!

ANSWER ON PAGE B6

Local author 
goes from 
grants to 

science-fi ction

Help document history Saturday
See AUTHOR B5

Puppy L  ve

See PUPPY B5

Students give to humane society for Valentine’s Day



Women’s 
clubs 

meet in 
Apalach

By LOIS SWOBODA
653-1819 | @ ApalachTimes

Lswoboda@starfl .com

The Northwest District 
of the Florida Federation 
of Women’s Clubs met 
Feb. 16 in Apalachicola.

About 100 women 
gathered Saturday at First 
United Methodist Church 
to share fellowship, share 
news on club activities 
and brainstorm on ways 
to build club membership 
and arts programs in 
particular.

The meeting began 
with a devotion led 
by Everline Brown of 
Chattahoochee. Brown 
prayed for understanding 
and guidance for her sister 
clubwomen.

Jackie Bell, president of 
the Philaco Women’s Club 
of Apalachicola welcomed 
the women. Dianne 
Semmes, president of the 
Wewahitchka club offered 
a response on behalf of the 
visitors.

During “brag time,” 
representatives of each 
club told of the year’s 
activities. Semmes 
bragged on her club’s 
Coats for Kids Program 
that provides warm 
clothing and blankets for 
needy youngsters. The 
Gulf Coast Women’s Club 
of Bay County shared news 
about their new cookbook 
and the Blountstown club 
told about their sausage 
and biscuit fundraiser held 
at the Panhandle Pioneer 
Settlement in period dress 
once a month. Linda 
Basford of Chattahoochee, 
membership chair for 
the district, presented 
the Volunteer of the Year 
Award to Gulf Coast’s Ruth 
Cannady after sharing a 
lengthy list of her religious 
and secular volunteer 
work.

At the end of the 
business portion of the 
meeting, District Arts 
and Crafts Chairwoman 
Normandy Cooper 
announced the winners of 
the district arts and crafts 
competition.

Enamellist Kristin 
Andersen, painter 
Susan Richardson 
(both of Apalachicola) 
and costumer designer 
Caroline Hatchell of 
Eastpoint judged more 
than 80 entries in two 
dozen categories.

Best of show for crafts 
went to Eleanor Nicholson 
of the Marianna club for an 
ivy-bordered fl oral quilt.

Best of show for arts 
was won by Lannie Boyd 
of Chattahoochee for a 
colored pencil drawing of a 
shaft tailed fi nch.

Lunch was fried 
chicken catered by AJs 
Neighborhood Bar and 
Grill with side dishes 
and desserts provided by 
members of Philaco.

In addition to Patty 
Fisher, Jackie Huft, 
Teresa Lykins, Tunnis 
Miller, Semmes, Linda 
and Patsy Whitfi eld 
and Shirley Williams 
of Wewahitchka, clubs 
representing Panama City, 
Bay County, Marianna, 
Blountstown, Chipley 
and Chattahoochee and, 
of course, Apalachicola 
attended to meeting.

of the
WEEKPET

St. Joseph Bay Humane Society
pandora!

Pandora is a 48# 1yr Plott Hound.  She is a little timid 
around new people but warms up quickly.  Pandora is 
learning to walk on a leash and listen to commands.  She 
likes kids, adults other dogs and even tolerates kitties.  
This pet qualifies for a “Pets for Patriots” supported 
adoption.  www.petsforpatriots.org

If you are unable to adopt at this time, perhaps you could 
foster or make a Donation. All pets adopted from SJBHS will 
be current on vaccinations and spayed/neutered. Please do 

not hesitate to email townsend.hsdirector@gmail.com or adoptbaystjoe@gmail.com or call the 
St. Joseph Bay Humane Society at 850-227-1103 and ask for Melody or Debbie! Applications are 
available at www.sjbhumanesociety.org  We require all potential adopters to complete an 
application form.  Adoption fees include our cost of spay/neuter and current vaccinations.

Our hours for the shelter are Tuesday-Saturday from 10 am-4 pm! Faith’s Thrift Hut is always in 
need of donations also, and all the proceeds go directly to support the animals in our care! The 
hours for the store are Thursday-Saturday from 10 am-3 pm. Volunteers are always welcome 
at both our store and our shelter! Our store and shelter location is 1007 Tenth Street in Port St. 
Joe! Hope to see you all there soon!

If you are missing a pet or want to adopt a new pet, please check with 
your local Humane Society or Shelter.

Follow uS on Facebook: St. JoSepH bay Humane SocIety

Pet Wellness Program

Dr. Hobson Fulmer | Dr. John Duncan
187 Highway 98 • Eastpoint, FL
Open Monday - Friday 8-6 PM

We are a full service Veterinary Clinic 
offering small animal medicine and surgery:

Laser Surgery
Low cost spay and neuter
Monthly heartworm injections (no need 
for pills)
Dentistry with digital x rays 
Ophthalmology (including glaucoma 
screening)
Dermatology including allergy testing

Nutritional counseling and diets
Sonograms for internal organ evaluation 
and cancer screening
Complete laboratory facilities
Boarding
After hours emergency care
Highly trained, compassionate, 
professional staff

FREE VACCINATIONS WITH EACH WELLNESS EXAM 

Call 850-670-8306 For an appointment

apalaCHiCola BaY animal CliniC

“Your otHer FamilY DoCtor”
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Star Staff Report

The El Governor Motel is 
sponsoring a benefi t to help 
a family in need of fi nancial 
support because of long-term 
illness with both Debbie White, 
a longtime employee of the El 
Governor, and her husband, 
Fred, fi ghting terminal cancer.

The event will be 4-6 p.m. 
CT Saturday. There will be a 
complete pulled-pork dinner 
served with tickets $10 per 
person. Local bands will kick off 
the evening of fun and dancing 
5 p.m.-until.

Raffl e tickets are available 
for $5 each or three for $10 with 
numerous prizes, including 

charter fi shing trips, gift 
certifi cates to many restaurants, 
rods and reels, art work, couples 
massages and more being 
donated every day. There also 
will be a 50/50 raffl e with tickets 
$2 each or three for $5. You do 
not need to be present to win.

The El Governor encourages 
people to get your tickets prior 

to the benefi t at El Governor, 
Lookout Lounge. Tickets will be 
available at the door. All meals 
will be to-go boxes so enjoy the 
music or beach and take home 
whatever you decide to eat. 
Come out and support this 
worthwhile event.

The Forgotten Coast is such 
a giving area and is awesome 

for supporting friends and 
neighbors. Open your hearts 
to a needy family. This is a 
100 percent non-profi t with all 
proceeds going to benefi t the 
White family.

Anyone wishing to donate for 
the raffl e may drop off items at 
the El Governor. Please, only 
new items.

Special to The Star

American Legion Post 116 regular meeting
There will be a regular general meeting of 

American Legion Post 116 at 4 p.m. ET Feb. 28 
at VFW Post 10069, on Trout Avenue in Highland 
View. This will be a general business meeting with 
discussion of the fi sh fry benefi t March 1 at the VFW 
and our Good Friday fi sh fry fundraiser at Veterans 
Memorial Park. All members are urged to attend.   

Eligibility for membership and benefi ts can be 
found at www.legion.org. All eligible veterans are 
invited to join the organization. For God and Country.

Seniors FIT exercise class at Senior Center
Come and experience a Seniors FIT class at 

11:30 a.m. ET today at the Port St. Joe Senior Center. 
Hosted by aerobics instructor Ann Shefferly, the 
demonstration is 30 minutes long and free. It is a 
low-impact class that uses a chair and is especially 
designed for the 55-plus adult. For more information, 
call Debbie at 229-8466.

Account established to assist Kellys
An account has been set up at Tyndall Federal 

Credit Union in the name of Ron and Mary Kelly of 
St. Joe Beach, who lost their home to a fi re during 
the weekend.

The home is a complete loss, and the Kellys lost 
their car, golf cart and dogs. Anyone wishing to 
assist can visit a branch of Tyndall Federal Credit 
Union and donate to Ron and Mary Kelly.

El Governor Motel benefi t to aid ailing family

Society BRIEFS

JOANNA MAYER | Special to the Times

The photograph of a gently winding garden path by Joanna Mayer of Bay 
County was fi rst place winner in the “scenic photography” category. Mayer said 
she not only took the photo, she designed the walkway, which is in her garden 
and installed it with the help of her husband.

@PSJ_Star
FOLLOW US 

ON TWITTER

PHOTOS BY LOIS 
SWOBODA  | The Times

Above is a detail 
from a blue 

ribbon baby quilt 
depicting dolphins 

created by Bev 
Spark of Panama 

City. At right, Philaco 
Dianne Semmes of 
the Wewahitchka 

club talks about 
her club’s efforts 
to supply needy 

children with 
blankets and 

clothing.
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Tim Croft
The Star 

The Bridges classes at 
Port St. Joe Elementary 
School and Wewahitchka 
Elementary School were 
invited by the Growing 
Minds Center for Autism 
to join them last Thurs-
day for a bit of Valentine’s 
Day fun at the Washing-
ton Recreational Com-
plex.

The students danced 
the morning away to the 
jams put on the radio and 
then enjoyed a pizza party 
with cupcakes for dessert. 
Sodas were provided by 

Duren’s Piggly Wiggly.
“This is the first year 

we have done this but 
I plan on doing it again 
next year,” said Christine 
Hermsdorfer, director 
of the Growing Minds 
Center. 

She said many of her 
students had friends in 
the public schools and 
vice versa, and at times, 
the day seemed tinged 
with a bit of Homecoming.

“They remember 
friends from other classes 
and some made new 
friends,” Hermsdorfer 
said. “This was a fun day 
for them.”

Busting a move for Valentine’s Day

Front row: Lauren Givens, Draven O’Neal, Dru 
Flowers. Back row: Ja’Darien McCoy, Bailey Lake, Bella 
Johnston, Hana Cline, Tyler Cornwell

Special to The Star
Friday, March 1, 

Faith Christian School 
will celebrate its twelfth 
annual spaghetti dinner 
and auction.  This is an 
enjoyable event and a 
great time to see old 
friends, bid on valuable 
merchandise, and have an 
amazing meal. At the cost 
of only $6 per plate the 
dinner includes spaghetti, 
salad, bread, dessert, and 
tea.  Dinner is served 
from 5:30 p.m. until 7 
p.m. ET. Look for a FCS 
student to get your tickets, 
or purchase them at  

the door. 
Local businesses are 

generously supporting 
this endeavor. Some 
items up for auction 
include: specialty cakes, 
antiques, unique items 
from local artists, beach 
vacation rentals, and gift 
certificates.  The silent 
auction will begin at 5:30 
p.m. and the live auction 
will begin at 7 p.m.

In other FCS news, 
don’t forget that now is 
the time to enroll for the 
2012-2032 school year. Call 
229-6707 for a registration 
packet today!

Special to The Star
Miss Tracy Bowers’ 

third grade students 
have been “reading up 
a storm!”  Why?  There 
has been a “reading 
challenge” going on 
since Oct. 15, 2012.  The 
student who earned 
the most Accelerated 

Reader points would 
win a medal with his/her 
name engraved on it, an 
awards certificate and 
$25 in cash!  The reading 
challenge ended Jan. 
31, with outstanding 
scores.  The champion of 
the contest was Laurel 
Parker.  She earned a 

total of 54.9 points.  Jacob 
Lynn came in 2nd place 
with a total of 44.5 points, 
and Sierra Askew earned 
a total of 39.9 points.  This 
event was a huge success 
and Miss Bowers is very 
proud of ALL of her 
students.  They are all 
true champions.

Dazzling DolphinS

WES third-grade reading challenge

The Lion’s Talephotos by Tim CroFT |The Star

Busting a move as “Everybody Dance Now” 
booms at the Washington Recreational Complex.

Some students reunited with old friends; some made 
new friends.

Beads help meet the beat.

Students kick up their heels with some line 
dancing.

Once the dancing is done, it is time to eat.



Jerry Arhelger,

SOUTHERLAND FAMILY
FUNERAL HOME

507 10th Street • Port St. Joe

(850) 229-8111

TO KNOW CHRIST AND TO MAKE HIM KNOWN

ST. JAMES’
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

800 22ND STREET, PORT ST. JOE
8:00 and 11:00 a.m. (EST) • Sunday School 9:45

www.stjamesepiscopalchurch.org

Come worship with us!
 Rector Father Tommy Dwyer

St. Peter’s Church, ACC
(Traditional Services 1928 BCP)

Morning Prayer & Holy Communion
Sunday...............10:00 A.M.

Community Healing Service 6:00 P.M.
4th Thursday of Every Month
The Rev. Dr. D. Pete Windham, Priest

The Rev Lou Little, Deacon
Services Temporarily at Senior Citizens Center, 

120 Library Drive
“An Unchanging Faith In A Changing World”

Morning Prayer & Holy Communion
Sunday...............10:00 A.M.

The Rev. Lou Little, Priest
Services Temporarily at Senior Citizens Center, 

120 Library Drive
“An Unchanging Faith In A Changing World”

Sunday : WorShip at SunSet park  8 am (CSt)
10:30 am (CSt) on the 2nd Sunday of the month

Sunday: BiBle ClaSS 9:30 am (CSt)
monday : life tree Café  7 pm (CSt)

tueSday: men’S BiBle Study 6:30 pm (CSt)
thurSday: Women’S BiBle Study 5 pm (CSt)

1602 Hwy 98, Mexico Beach, FL
(850) 648.1151   www.livingwateratthebeach.com

COMFORTER 
FUNERAL HOME
W. P. “Rocky” Comforter

L.F.D.
(850) 227-1818

www.faithchristianpsj.net

(850) 229-6707
9:45

10:30

10:45

6:00

               “Our Church can be your home”

First Church of the Nazarene
2420 Long Avenue • Port St. Joe, Florida 32456

(850) 229-9596

Give unto the Lord the glory due His name, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
Psalm 29:2

Sunday School............................ 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........... 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship ..............6 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service .......  7 p.m.

A Spirit Filled 
Outreach Oriented

Word of Faith Church

HOME OF THE
POWERHOUSE

YOUTH MINISTRIES

Pastors Andrew & Cathy Rutherford
Welcome you to worship with us: 

Sunday 10:30am
Sunday Night Prayer 6pm

Wednesday 7pm
www.familylifechurch.net

323 Reid Ave ~ Downtown Port St. Joe, FL ~  850-229-5433

TOUCHING LIVES 
WITH THE LOVE 

OF JESUS
6pm

Wednesday:
Children: 6:15 p.m. ET
Youth: 6:15 p.m. ET
Choir: 7:00 p.m. ET

Dr. Geoffrey Lentz
Pastor

First Baptist Church
      102 THIRD STREET • PORT ST. JOE

Buddy Caswell, Minister of Music & Education
        Bobby Alexander, Minister to Students

New Service Schedule for First Baptist Church
Sunday School & Worship Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9:00 am
Sunday School & Worship Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10:30 am
Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night Adult Prayer Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 pm
Wednesday Night Children's Ministry activities  . . . . . . . 6:30 pm
Wednesday Night Youth Ministry activities . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 pm

www.fbcpsj.org

Wednesday Night Youth Ministry activities

www.fbcpsj.org

Jeff Pinder Pastor

Sunday
Sunday School ............. 9:00 am
Worship Service............ 10:30 am
Youth Groups ............... 5:30 pm

New Service Schedule for First Baptist Church
Sunday School & Worship Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9:00 amWednesday

Dinner…………….5:00 - 6:00 pm
AWANA……………….6:00 - 7:30 pm
Surrender Student Ministry……………6:15 - 7:30 pm
Prayer/Bible Study…………….6:30 - 7:30 pm
Read the Bible for Life Class……………6:15 - 7:30 pm
Nursery………………………..6:00 - 7:30 pm
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This business invites you 
to visit the church of 

your choice this week.

w w w . s t a r f l . c o m

Maggie Francis Ash-
craft, 80, of Walnut Hill, 
Fla., passed away Feb. 
11, 2013, in Port St. Joe, 
Fla. She was born June 
30, 1932, in Escambia Co. 
Fla., to the late Gaston 
Forrest and Avis Mack 
Bradberry. She attended 
Canoe Baptist Church. 
She is preceded in death 
by her husband; Henry 
Huell Ashcraft, Jr.; son, 
Ronald Dale Ashcraft; 
brothers, Harvey (Elma 
Lee) Bradberry and 
Thomas (Myrtice) Brad-
berry.

She is survived by son; 
Donald C. (Jeri) Ashcraft 
of Port St. Joe, Fla.; broth-
er, Robert Earl (Miki) 
Bradberry of Hawaii; 
sister, Carolyn H. (Don) 
Mitchell of Mobile, Ala.; 
grandchildren, Donald 
Benjamin (Jennifer) Ash-
craft of Port St. Joe, Fla., 
and Mica Gaston Ashcraft 
of Jacksonville, Fla.; 

great-grandchildren, Ja-
cob Tucker, Cayson Reed 
and Millie Claire Ashcraft; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Funeral Services were 
held Friday, Feb. 15, 
2013, at 11 a.m. from the 
Johnson-Quimby Funeral 
Home Chapel with the 
Rev. John Stacey offi ciat-
ing. Burial will follow in 
Godwin Cemetery.

Active Pallbearers will 
be Benjamin Ashcraft, 
Mica Ashcraft, Harvey 
Bradberry, Jr., Don Mitch-
ell, Bruce Holt and Terry 
Anderson. 

Honorary Pallbearers 
will be David Ryals and Jo 
Spann.

Visitation was held 
Thursday, Feb.14, 2013, 
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. at 
the Johnson-Quimby Fu-
neral Home. 

In lieu of fl owers dona-
tions can be made to a 
charity of your choice.

Maggie Francis Ashcraft
1932-2013

Jerry Harold Davis Jr., 
of White City, Fla., passed 
away Feb. 13, at his home 
after a short bout with 
cancer.

He was born in 
Oceanside, Calif, to Jerry 
Davis Sr. and Ann (Peter-
son) Davis.

Jerry moved to Port St. 
Joe in May of 1989. Upon 
arrival he called Mom and 
said he had found home. 
He loved the Gulf fish-
ing and hunting with his 
friends Curtis and Dave.

Conservation was his 
passion.

Jerry was preceded in 
death by his grandpar-
ents; his son, Jeremiah; 

and brother, Kelley.
He survived by his 

wife, Judy; his mother 
Ann Davis; brother, Lynn 
Davis and wife, Debbie 
of Mo.; sister, Julie Kus-
tom and husband Todd 
of Panama City, Fla.; his 
daughter, Caralynda Ann 
Slentz and son, Aaron Mi-
chels of Mo.; nephew, Pat-
rick Davis and wife Joy 
of Mo.; niece, Samantha 
Shivers of Tallahassee; 
nephew, Robert Kustom 
of Panama City; and a 
huge number of friends in 
Missouri and Florida. 

He will be missed.
Jerry was cremated 

and a Memorial Service 
will be at a later date. 

Jerry Harold Davis, Jr.

Special to The Star
The concept of hell will be 

explored at Lifetree Café 7 p.m. CT 
on Monday, Feb. 25.

The program, titled “Hell: 
Does It Really Exist?” features a 
screening of the award-winning 
short fi lm “Admissions,” starring 
James Cromwell. 

“Studies show that more than 

60 percent of Americans believe in 
hell,” says Lifetree representative 
Craig Cable. “But many struggle 
with the concept and dismiss 
it as a myth. We’ll explore the 
controversy.”

Admission to the 60-minute 
event is free. Snacks and beverages 
are available. Lifetree Café is 
located at 1602 U.S. Highway 98 

in Mexico Beach across from El 
Governor Motel.

Lifetree Café is a place where 
people gather for conversation 
about life and faith in a casual 
coffeehouse-type setting. Questions 
about Lifetree may be directed 
to Gary Grubb at 334-806-5667 or 
lwclifetreecafe@fairpoint.net.

Special to The Star
The St. Joseph Catholic Church 

will hold its 9th Annual St. Patrick’s 
Irish Dinner on Saturday March 
16. The dinner will take place in the 
Church Hall, 202 20th Street, Port 
St. Joe.

The dinner is $10 a ticket 
and will include Corn Beef, New 
Potatoes, Cabbage, Carrots, 
Onions, Homemade Soda Bread 
or rolls, dessert, and tea, coffee 
or lemonade. There will be two 
seatings that evening, one at 5 p.m. 
EST and the second at 6:30 p.m. 
EST.  Tickets for the fi rst seating 
usually sell out, so please get you 

tickets early for your preferred 
seating. 

Back by popular demand, we 
are selling the Whole Cooked Corn 
Beef Briskets. The Brisket will be 
3-31/2 pounds cooked weight for $20. 
We need these to be pre-ordered 
so we know how many to cook. You 
can pick them up the day before the 
dinner March 15 from 9 a.m. until 
3 p.m.  Take outs will be available 
again this year and you can pick 
them up at the front door ticket 
sales during either seating. Just 
look for the signs.

Entertainment again this year 
will be Toni Minichello on the 

accordion and Marty Jarosz will be 
our MC. Come and sing Irish songs, 
eat good food and have an enjoyable 
evening.

You can purchase tickets after 
each mass Saturday evening or 
Sunday morning or the Church 
Offi ce will have them available on 
Monday & Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Phone number is 227-1417. Also you 
can get tickets at the No Name Café 
Books and More or The Laundry 
Basket.

For more information or to buy 
tickets call Barb or Dan Van Treese 
227-9837

Are you losing ground?
If you throw dirt you may be losing ground.
If you’re not real careful you could dig a hole and drown.
God hates people that lie and start trouble among his brothers.
It’s so much easier to tell the truth, and build up one another.
If it is so much easier, I wonder why more of it is not done.
Could be some people are just plain mean and do it for the fun.
Some people could be a little bit jealous, and like to bring someone down.
Just remember the saying, if you throw dirt you may be losing ground.
There is really no reason for Christians to throw dirt and slander their brothers.
But it’s done all the time by someone, trying to look better than others.
What you need to do, if your guilty of this, is turn to 1 John 1:19.
Then get on your knees and ask Him, everything will turn out fi ne.
If you keep your eyes on Jesus and don’t look all around.
Remember … if you throw dirt, you may be losing ground.

    Billy Johnson

Choir 
anniversary 
at Victory 

Temple
Victory Temple First 

Born Holiness Church 
Senior Choir celebrates 
it anniversary at 6:30 
p.m. ET on the fourth 
Sunday, Feb. 24. Every-
one is cordially invited 
to attend this service. 
It’s not about us, but 
it’s about Jesus. Elder 
Charles Gathers, pastor; 
Mother Katherine Clark, 
president; Deacon Eu-
gene Gathers, vice pres-
ident; and Evangelist 
Iris (Bolden) Gathers, 
coordinator.

Hell Uncovered at Lifetree Café

9th annual Irish dinner

Obituaries
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JEFF TENDLER

For Mexico Beach City Council, Group 2
Phone: 850-728-1885 |  Email: JeffTendlerCityCouncil@gmail.com

background issues
Local resident 8 years

Local business owner, 
The Grove

Education BS/MS

Over 30 years managerial 
experience, including budgeting, 
personnel, and strategic planning

Current member of Mexico 
Beach Planning & Zoning Board

I believe the current City Council
lacks leadership and engages 
in the reckless spending of our 
hard-earned money, while our 
property taxes continue to rise.

I want the city to stop making 
news for its problems and to  
bring sensible solutions back 
to Mexico Beach.

For more information, please visit my website at:

www.JeffTendlerCityCouncil.weebly.com

Please check my website for 
a calendar of future events.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
AND REMEMBER TO VOTE ON APRIL 16TH

Political Advertisement paid for and approved by Jeff Tendler for City Council, Group 2

MaryBlackBurn

For Mexico Beach City Council, Group 3
Phone: 850-896-5222 |  Email: maryblackburnforcitycouncil@gmail.com

Qualified to Lead: My Promise:
25 year resident of Mexico 9
Beach
Former educator 9
(Bay & Gulf Co.)
Licensed Real Estate 9
Broker
Served on the Planning 9
and Zoning Board

Encourage and respect 9
citizen participation/input
Make decisions based on 9
research & analysis
Practice fiscal responsibility 9
& common sense
Ensure open and honest 9
government

Please visit my website:
MaryBlackburnForCityCouncil.com

Political Advertisement paid for and approved by Mary Blackburn, for City Council, Group 3

Please check my website for 
a calendar of future events.

“It makes it real for the reader,” 
said Ballister on his use of locations 
and local history. He pointed out that 
the story is bookended by major events 
that residents of Gulf County may re-
member: Tropical Storm Dottie in 1976 
and Hurricane Kate in 1985. 

 “If something’s important, you step 
up to the challenge,” said Ballister, de-
scribing the book’s theme. “You draw 
on what’s available to succeed.” 

Ballister believes that this is some-
thing we can all relate to and sees 
Dreamland Diaries as the perfect 
beach-reading experience. He’s excit-
ed at the prospect of readers sitting in 
the sand and getting lost in his unique, 
supernatural tale.

Bruce has a sequel in the works 
along with ideas for two other books 
he’d like to write. 

Having previously written several 
short stories, Ballister mentioned that 
Dreamland Diaries is the fi rst idea he 
had which took on a life of its own and 
became very easy to write. 

The fi rst draft of the manuscript 
took him a year to pen, working at night 
while still balancing a full-time job, plus 
another year to edit but he’s happy to 
fi nally have the completed book in his 
hands. 

Ballister now begins the process of 
marketing his baby as he pounds the 
pavement to get his name known to the 
public in a whole new light.

Ballister will be signing copies of 
Dreamland Diaries 12 p.m. until 3 p.m. 
ET at the No Name Café on Reid Av-
enue this Saturday.

AUTHOR 
from page B1

PHOTOS BY TIM CROFT | The Star

These pups received plenty of love from the students.

PUPPY from page B1
“This is our second year doing 

this,” said teacher Darlene Ake. 
“Instead of exchanging cards they 
really can’t read anyway, we decid-
ed to do this.

“We kept reading so much in the 
paper about how (the humane so-
ciety) needed this kind of stuff and 
this seemed like a cool idea.”

The dogs certainly thought so.
Shelter director Melody 

Townsend and her staff brought 
out several shelter dogs that de-
spite cool temperatures basked in 
the warmth thrown off by the stu-
dents who clamored to be up front 
and center for some petting and 
tummy rubbing.

Several students piped up that 
they would take this dog or that cat 
—the students also got some face 
time with the cats in the feline pen 
— with them and provide a good 
home and Ake continually urged 
the students to remember the hu-
mane society and the needy ani-
mals they were ladling some loving 
on.

“If you want a cat or a dog, you 
know where to tell your mom and 
dad to come,” Ake said repeatedly.

After enjoying time with some of 
the dogs and cats at the shelter, the 
children, with a huge assist from 
their parents who came along for 
the fun, scooped up a half dozen 
bags of donated food and toys and 
carried them into the shelter for 
future use.

“They are really a giving bunch 
and they have fun,” Ake said. “They 
collected a lot of stuff.”

Star Staff Report

In recognition of (Cultural En-
richment) Black History Month, 
the annual Black History Program 
hosted by Port St. Joe Junior/Se-
nior High School is scheduled for 
9 a.m. ET Thursday Feb. 28 in the 
Marion Craig Coliseum (Gym). 

The Keynote Speaker is Da-
mien Byrd, a 1995 honor gradu-
ate of Port St. Joe High School. 
He has a degree in Economics 
from Florida A&M University. 

Currently, he is 
serving as the Gulf 
Coast Operations 
Regional Man-
ager, for GradIm-
ages a Division of 
the Event Photog-
raphy Group.

As regional 
manager, he is 

responsible for 125 freelance 
photographers and all external 
activities in a nine state region 
for the nation’s largest gradua-

tion photography fi rm.  His 150 
plus client list reads like a who’s 
who among the Southeast’s pre-
mier colleges and universities. 
With such clients as Florida State 
University, Georgia Tech, Univer-
sity of Georgia, University of Mis-
sissippi, Vanderbilt, University of 
Tennessee and Port St. Joe High 
School just to name a few. 

Damien is a self-proclaimed 
“tech guru” from a young age.  
Later in life realized that he owned 
his fi rst personal computer before 

the local telephone company did.  
Shamelessly admits to having 
more working laptops currently 
connected to his home network 
than televisions. Damien enjoys 
taking photographs of just about 
anything that moves or doesn’t 
for that matter.  Traveling is also 
a passion that he indulges in quite 
frequently be it for work or for 
pleasure. He feels that his broad 
exposure to the United States and 
World has helped him grow tre-
mendously.  As well to understand 

that we are now truly living in a 
global economy and in a fi gurative 
sense the world is becoming fl at. 

In addition, we will honor the 
memories of the former African 
American Gulf County Educa-
tors. The public is cordially in-
vited to join students for this mo-
mentous occasion, so please note 
your calendar to attend. 

For more information please 
contact Rachel Smith-Crews at 
Port St. Joe Junior /Senior High 
School @ 850-229-8251, ext 136.

High School to host Black History Month program

DAMIEN BYRD
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A scream cuts through 
the night, thunder grum-
bles and Charles Gounod’s 
“Funeral March for a 
Marionette” (recognizable 
as the Hitchcock theme) 
echoes eerily across the 
theatre to inform the audi-
ence that Alfred is in the 
building.

Get ready for an eve-
ning of chuckling chills 
when you pick up tickets to 
the Dixie Theatre’s profes-
sional season production of 
“Vintage Hitchcock: A Live 
Radio Play” by Joe Landry. 

The 1940s period piece 
is a series of adaptations of 
three early fi lms directed 
by Alfred Hitchcock: “The 
Lodger,” “Sabotage” and 
“The 39 Steps.” These sto-
ries come to life in the style 
of a 1940s radio broadcast, 
with six actors playing 
dozens of characters, live 
sound effects and musical 
underscoring.

The play premiered on 

October 17, 2008 in Atlanta 
and has become a popular 
choice for little theatre 
across the country.

The setting is a sound 
stage at radio station 
WBFR, circa 1946. Five 
microphones, four gar-
goyles and a few battered 
armchairs painted with 
“fi lm noir” lighting are all 
the props needed to set the 
mood. The cast, all mem-
bers of the Actor’s Equity 
Association, whisk the au-
dience away to a world of 
mad bombers, serial killers 

and spies. Pfl uger does 
double duty as actor and 
sound effects expert with 
an exotic array of props 
to trick the ear into expe-
riencing explosions, zoo 
animals and train rides.  
Prepare to witness an un-
usual use for an innocent 
cabbage.

Snappy character tran-
sitions keep the stories 
moving along.

Apalachicola’s own 
Cleo Holladay, as always, 
is charming and uses her 
versatile vocal chords to 

portray a cockney shop-
keeper, a withered street 
merchant and plump cook 
and a purveyor of exotic, if 
fl awed, fowl.

Darren Server is es-
pecially spooky as the 
“Avenger.”

Between the three play-
lets, vintage radio com-
mercials for the Bates 
Motel and North by North-
west Airlines insert a stab 
of humor that Hitch him-
self would have loved.

If you don’t watch the 
master’s fi lm regularly, 
you may forget they were 
as much comedies as 
thrillers.

Although Alfred Hitch-
cock himself couldn’t drop 
in for a cameo appearance 
at the Dixie, his spirit, or 
whatever intangible es-
sence lingers of him, is 
surely smiling at the cur-
rent production of “Vin-
tage Hitchcock.”

— By Lois Swoboda.

Trades & Services

Trades & Services

GET YOUR AD IN!

227-7847
CALL TodAy!

GeT
your
Ad in

TrAdes &
serviCes

227-2847

229-1324

PROFESSIONAL FLOOR CARE, INC.
Residential and Commercial Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning

Serving the entire Gulf Coast area
Ceramic Tile and Grout Cleaning

RVs - Cars - Trucks - Vans
24 Hour Emergency Water Extraction

J.J.’s 
Tree Service, LLC

Stump Grinder 
Licensed & Insured  Call John : (850) 899-8432

From A to Z
850-340-0756

Greg’s Handyman Service
& Lawn Maintenance

Check out my work on Facebook!

JOE’S LAWN CARE    
IF IT’S IN YOUR YARD 

LET JOE TAKE CARE OF IT

    FULL LAWN SERVICES, TREE TRIMMING AND REMOVAL
ALSO CLEAN GUTTERS AND IRRIGATION 

INSTILLATION, PLANTING AND BEDDING AVAILABLE 

CALL JOE@ 850-323-0741 
OR E- MAIL JOES_LAWN @YAHOO.COM

GeT your Ad in TrAdes & serviCes
227-7847

You would be looking down 
Reid Avenue from 1st Street.

Trivia ANSWER

By now, most of us are 
probably aware that it takes 
a combination of nutrient 
elements, all working 
together in the soil, for 
plants to grow their 
best. Since most of these 
essential elements 
aren’t naturally present 
in our sandy soil, we 
add fertilizers to supply 
the missing nutrients. 
Fertilizers almost always 
take care of the major 
plant nutrients. But 
sometimes, the minor 
elements aren’t included in the 
mix, and the effi ciencies persist.

Zinc and copper defi ciencies 
can cause real problems for 
landscape ornamentals. In 
this article I will discuss why 
these elements are usually 
not available to plants, how to 
spot the defi ciencies and what 
you can do to correct them. 

My information was provided 
by Horticulture Emeritus, Dr. 
Robert J. Black, with University 

of Florida’s IFAS. 
Zinc defi ciency can 

occur on both acid and 
alkaline soil. On acid 
soils, heavy cropping 
too much acid-residue 
fertilizer and sometimes 
leaching can cause a zinc 
defi ciency. On alkaline 
soil, zinc become fi xed in 
a chemical form or that 
have a high phosphorus 
content will usually have 

very little zinc available for plants.
As with many other nutrients 

defi ciencies, a lack of zinc fi rst 
shows up as interveinal chlorosis 
of the leaves. If zinc defi ciency 
becomes severe, new leaves 
are much smaller in size, and 
they take on a crinkly or wavy 
appearance. 

To correct the problem, you’ll 

need to apply zinc sulfate, either 
by direct application to the soil 
or by a foliage spray. Try the soil 
application method fi rst. It’s 
easier and it lasts longer. If the 
soil application doesn’t work, the 
foliage spray may be needed.

Apply zinc sulfate in the early 
spring. For small shrubs, one or 
two ounces may be enough; for 
larger trees, a half to a whole 
pound may be needed. Since 
zinc tends to move down ward 
through the soil very slowly, it’s a 
good idea to plow it into the soil 
rather than simply broadcast it 
over the surface.

Cooper defi ciency also occurs 
on both acid and alkaline soils. 
Organic soils, and light, sandy, 
acid soil tend to be naturally 
low in copper on alkaline soils, 
high in phosphorous, cooper is 
usually not available to the plant.

If a plant has a copper 
defi ciency, new leaves are 

considered smaller, and if the 
defi ciency persists. The entire 
plant may become dwarfed.

In some cases, chlorosis 
of the leaves occur, leaf tip 
may appear burned, and the 
rest of the leaf may take on a 
cupped or wrinkled appearance. 
Sometimes copper defi ciency 
causes leaves to become thick, 
leathery, and rough. Premature 
leaf drop is also a common 
symptom.

Unfortunately, correcting a 
copper defi ciency isn’t a simple 
process. Cooper is necessary 
from plants growth, but too 
much in the soil is harmful. An 
excess of copper injures root 
systems and slows down plant 
growth. So you must be very 
careful to use recommended 
amounts of copper.

Cooper may be applied 
directly to the soil in the form 
of copper sulfate, or it may be 

applied to the foliage in the form 
a copper sulfate spray. The spray 
has the advantage of being quick 
and effective and is also a good 
fungicide.  Soil application is still 
a better method, though because 
of its long lasting effects and 
ease of application.

Since copper collects in the 
top soil, it should be thoroughly 
mixed with water before it’s 
applied to the soil, or it should 
be plowed under as soon as it’s 
applied. Generally, a half-pound 
of 25 percent copper sulfate will 
correct a defi ciency in a ten-by-
ten foot area. Fertilizers that 
contain copper can also be used 
to supply needed copper. Copper 
treatments can be made at any 
time of the year.

For more information on zinc 
and copper defi ciencies, contact 
the Gulf County Extension 
Service at 639-3200 or visit gulf.
ifas.ufl .edu.

Zinc, copper defi ciencies can cause big problems

ROY LEE 
CARTER

County extension 
director

Special to the Star

Thrivent Financial for Lu-
therans will host a free edu-
cational workshop on estate 
preservation. Called “Estate 
Strategy Essentials,” the 45-
minute workshop will be at 
2 p.m. CST, Sunday, Feb. 24, 
at Living Water Church at 
the Beach at 1602 U.S. High-
way 98 in Mexico Beach. 
The workshop is presented 
by Juan Andrada, fi nancial 
representative with Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans in 
Panama City.  

The workshop will help 
participants understand es-
sential elements of any good 
estate strategy. As a result 
of attending the workshop, 
attendees will be better pre-
pared to take action to protect 
their estates and pass them 
on according to their wishes. 

“Having proper estate 
planning documents in place 
such as wills, trusts and pow-
ers of attorney can save fam-
ilies a great deal of fi nancial 

and emotional stress,” An-
drada said. “This workshop 
offers tools to help people 
make smart, informed deci-
sions about protecting their 
estates according to their 
wishes.”  

To register, call Jennifer 
Browning at Thrivent Fi-
nancial at 615-0015 or email 
Jennifer.Browning@Thrivent.
com. Reservation deadline is 
Feb. 22.

Thrivent Financial for Lu-
therans and its respective as-
sociates and employees can-
not provide legal, accounting, 
or tax advice or services. 
Work with your Thrivent Fi-
nancial representative, and 
as appropriate your attorney 
and/or tax professional for 
additional information.

Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans is a not-for-profi t, 
Fortune 500 fi nancial ser-
vices membership organiza-
tion helping about 2.5 million 
members achieve fi nancial 
security and give back to 
their communities.

Special to The Star

The Gulf County Extension Service will be hosting a 
four-week Turf and Gardening Program, an interactive 
Video Course. Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings 
from 6-8 p.m. CT at the Gulf County Extension Offi ce lo-
cated at 232 E. Lake Ave. in Wewahitchka.

Class will start on Tuesday, Feb. 26. The cost of the 
course is $25 per person or $40 for a family which covers 
course material and refreshments.

The course schedule is as follows: Feb. 26 – pH, soil 
types, soil testing; March 5 – Fertilization; March 12 
– Weed control; March 19 – Irrigation.

Workshop to discuss 
estate preservation

Extension turf, garden 
program set for Tuesday

PHOTOS BY LEN PFLUGER | Special to the Star

Cleo Holladay, Dixie Partington, David Caldwell, Sharon Malane tout North by Northwest Airlines. 
Below: In addition to a detective and knife wielding stalker, Darren Server portrays the host of WBFR.

Retro radio play comes off without a Hitch
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92383S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA FOURTEENTH JU-
DICIAL DISTRICT, 
Case No.: 12-236-CA,

WINDMARK INVEST-
MENTS, LLC, a Geor-
gia limited liability com-
pany Plaintiff,

vs.

RIVERFRONT PROP-
ERTIES, INC. a Geor-
gia corporation, GARY 
R. RHINEHEART, and 
HARRY A. SCHULTZ, 
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

To: Harry Schultz,
4810 Ivy Ridge Dr.,
Unit 301,
Smyrna, GA 30080

YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that on the 
8th day of October, 
2012, Plaintiff filed suit 
against you for a 
multi-count action for 
foreclosure on a Mort-
gage and suit on Guar-
anty, and foreclosure of 
the respective mort-
gage. You may obtain 
a copy of the Com-
plaint from the Gulf 
County Clerk of Court, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd. Rm. 148, Port 
St. Joe, Florida 32456. 
You are required to file 
with the Gulf County 
Clerk of Court, and 
serve upon Plaintiff’s at-
torney Ryan O. Garrity, 
4477 Legendary Drive, 
Suite 202, Destin, Flor-
ida 32541 a written re-
sponse with 30 days of 
the date of the publica-
tion. A phone call will 
not protect you. Your 
written response, in-
cluding the case num-
ber given above and 
the names of the par-
ties, must be filed if you 
want the court to hear 
your side of the case. If 
you do not file your re-
sponse on time, you 
may lose the case, and 
your wages, money, 
property may thereafter 
be taken without further 
warning from the court. 
There are other legal 
requirements. You may 
want to call an attorney 
right away. If you not 
know any attorney, you 
may call an attorney re-
ferral service or a legal 

92381S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA FOURTEENTH JU-
DICIAL DISTRICT;
Case No.: 12-234-CA

WINDMARK INVEST-
MENTS, LLC, a Geor-
gia limited liability com-
pany Plaintiff,

vs.

RIVERFRONT PROP-
ERTIES, INC. a Geor-
gia corporation, GARY 
R. RHINEHEART, 
HARRY A. SCHULTZ, 
and GEORGIA COM-
MERCE BANK, a Geor-
gia banking corpora-
tion,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

To: Harry Schultz,
4810 Ivy Ridge Dr.,
Unit 301,
Smyrna, GA 30080

YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that on the 
5th day of October, 
2012, Plaintiff filed suit 
against you for a 
multi-count action for 
foreclosure on a Mort-
gage and suit on Guar-
anty, and foreclosure of 
the respective mort-
gage. You may obtain 
a copy of the Com-
plaint from the Gulf 
County Clerk of Court, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd. Rm. 148, Port 
St. Joe, Florida 32456. 
You are required to file 
with the Gulf County 
Clerk of Court, and 
serve upon Plaintiff’s at-
torney Ryan O. Garrity, 
4477 Legendary Drive, 
Suite 202, Destin, Flor-
ida 32541 a written re-
sponse with 30 days of 
the date of the publica-
tion. A phone call will 
not protect you. Your 
written response, in-
cluding the case num-
ber given above and 
the names of the par-
ties, must be filed if you 
want the court to hear 
your side of the case. If 
you do not file your re-
sponse on time, you 
may lose the case, and 
your wages, money, 
property may thereafter 
be taken without further 
warning from the court. 
There are other legal 
requirements. You may 
want to call an attorney 
right away. If you not 
know any attorney, you 
may call an attorney re-
ferral service or a legal 
aid office (listed in the 
phone book). The first 
date of publication of 
this notice is THURS-
DAY, FEBRUARY 21, 
2013.

Person Giving Notice:
Ryan O. Garrity, Esq.
Fla. Bar No. 615110
PLEAT, PERRY & 

RITCHIE, P.A.
4477 Legendary Drive, 
Suite 202
Destin, Florida 32541
Tel: (850) 650-0599
Fax: (850) 650-4402
ryan@pleatperry.com
Attorney for Plaintiff,
WINDMARK
INVESTMENTS, LLC.
February 21, 28, 2013

92363S
NOTICE
OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that TC 10U, 
LLC the holder of the 
following Tax Certifi-
cate, has filed said 
certificate for a tax 
deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate 
number and year of is-
suance, the description 
of the property, and the 
names in which it was 
assessed are as fol-
lows:

Tax Sale Certificate No.
1109
Application No.
2013-04
Date of Issuance:
May 28, 2010
R.E. No: 03751-035R

Description of Property:

Lot Nine (9), Block Two 
(2), Beacon Hill Es-
tates, as per map or 
plat thereof recorded in 
the Public Records of 
Gulf County, Florida

Name in which as-
sessed: Walter L. Pe-
terson

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe , 
Florida at 11:00 AM, 
E.T., Wednesday, the 
27th day of March, 
2013. Dated this 19th 
day of February, 2013.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

BY: Donna L. Ray, 
Deputy Clerk
February 21, 28
March 7, 14, 2013

92221S
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO RECEIVE 
SEALED BIDS

BID #1213-08

The Gulf County Board 
of County Commission-
ers will receive sealed 
bids from any qualified 
person, company, or 
corporation interested 
in providing the follow-
ing:

PIPE AS INDICATED 
ON SPECIFICATION 
SHEETS

Please place YOUR 
COMPANY NAME, 
SEALED BID, and the 
BID NUMBER on the 
outside of your enve-
lope, and provide three 
copies of your pro-
posal.

Bids must be submitted 
to and specifications 
may be obtained from 
the Gulf County Clerk’s 
Office at 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr., Blvd., 
Room 148, Port St. 
Joe, Florida, 32456 by 
4:30 p.m., E.T. on Fri-
day, February 22, 
2013.  Bids will be 
opened at this same lo-
cation on Monday, 
February 25, 2013 at 
10:00 a.m., E.T.

Any questions concern-
ing this bid should be 
directed to Joe Danford 
or Jake Lewis, Gulf 
County Public Works at 
(850) 227-1401.

BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA

/s/ Tynalin Smiley, 
Chairman

Attest:
/s/ Rebecca L. Norris, 
Clerk
February 14, 21, 2013

92301S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
CIVIL DIVISION
Case No.:
2011-CA-000420

Deutsche Bank Natio-
nal Trust Company, as 
Trustee for Long Beach 
Mortgage Loan Trust 
2005-2
Plaintiff,

vs.

William Chris Harwood 
a/k/a William C. Har-
wood and Johanna Mi-
chelle Grissom a/k/a 
Johanna M. Grissom; 
Note Tracker Corpo-
rate; Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order of Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure 
dated February 7, 2013 
entered in Civil Case 
No. 2011-CA-000420 of 
the Circuit Court of the 
14th Judicial Circuit in 
and for Gulf County, 
Florida, wherein Deut-
sche Bank National 
Trust Company, as 
Trustee for Long Beach 
Mortgage Loan Trust 

2005-2, Plaintiff and 
William Chris Harwood 
a/k/a William C. Har-
wood and Johanna Mi-
chelle Grissom a/k/a 
Johanna M. Grissom 
are defendant(s), I, 
Clerk of Court, RE-
BECCA L. NORRIS, will 
sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash AT 
THE FRONT DESK OF 
THE GULF COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, LO-
CATED AT 1000 5TH 
STREET, PORT ST. 
JOE, FLORIDA, AT 
11:00 A.M. on March 7, 
2013, the following de-
scribed property as set 
forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to-wit:

BEGINNING AT THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
1/4 OF THE SOUTH-
WEST 1/4, SECTION 
36, TOWNSHIP 3 
SOUTH, RANGE 10 
WEST, GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 00-01-37 
WEST, 82.98 FEET, TO 
A POINT ON THE 
SOUTH R/W OF A 
COUNTY ROAD, 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 
87-3250 WEST, 420.28 
FEET TO THE POB; 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 
00-02-30 WEST, 270 
FEET; THENCE RUN 
SOUTH 87-32-50 
WEST, 165 FEET; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 
00-02-30 EAST, 270 
FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 87-32-50 EAST 
BACK TO THE POB.

MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED BY A RE-
CENT SURVEY PRE-
PARED BY EDWIN G. 
BROWN AND ASSOCI-
ATES, INC., BEARING 
THE DATE OF NOV. 
11, 2004, UNDER JOB 
NO. 04-728PSC:25959 
AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCE AT THE 
N O R T H E A S T E R L Y  
CORNER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 36, TOWN-
SHIP 3 SOUTH, 
RANGE 10 WEST, 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA; THENCE RUN 
SOUTH 00 DEGREES 
01 MINUTES 37 SEC-
ONDS WEST 82.98 
FEET TO A POINT LY-
ING ON THE SOUTH-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY 
OF BRYAN SETTE-
RICH ROAD; THENCE 
RUN ALONG SAID 
RIGHT OF WAY 
SOUTH 87 DEGREES 
32 MINUTES 50 SEC-
ONDS WEST 420.28 
FEET TO A ROD AND 
CAP FOR THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE FROM SAID 
POINT OF BEGINNING 
AND LEAVING SAID 
RIGHT OF WAY RUN 
SOUTH 00 DEGREES 
02 MINUTES 30 SEC-
ONDS WEST 269.92 
FEET TO A ROD AND 
CAP; THENCE SOUTH 
88 DEGREES 19 MIN-
UTES 15 SECONDS 
WEST 164.96 FEET TO 
A ROD AND CAP; 
THENCE NORTH 00 
DEGREES 02 MIN-
UTES 07 SECONDS 
EAST 269.96 FEET TO 
A ROD AND CAP LY-
ING ON SAID SOUTH-
ERLY LIGHT OF WAY; 
THENCE RUN ALONG 
SAID RIGHT OF WAY 
NORTH 88 DEGREES 
20 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS EAST 164.99 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P.O. Box 1089; Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 at 
(850) 747-5338, at least 
seven (7) days before 
your scheduled court 
appearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, call 711.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
Clerk of Circuit Court
Gulf County, Florida

BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk of Court

Submitted By:
ATTORNEY FOR 
PLAINTIFF:
SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & 
GACHE, LLP
2424 North Federal 
Highway, Suite 360 
Boca Raton, Florida 
33431
(561) 998-6700
(561) 998-6707
10-207790 FC01 W50
February 14, 21, 2013

90218S
NOTICE UNDER FIC-
TITIOUS NAME LAW 
PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 865.09, FLOR-
IDA STATUES

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-
signed, desiring to en-
gage in business under 
the fictitious name of 
Our Home at Beacon 
Hill located at 141 
Kaelyn Lane, in the 
County of Gulf, in the 
City of Port St. Joe, 
Florida, 32456 intends 
to register the said 
name with the Divisions 
of Corporations of the 
Florida Department of 
State, Tallahassee, 
Florida.

Dated at Port St. Joe, 
Florida, this 13th day of 
February, 2013.

Beacon Villa ALF Oper-
ating LLC
February 21, 2013

92369S
NOTICE
OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that TC 10U, 
LLC the holder of the 
following Tax Certifi-
cate, has filed said 
certificate for a tax 
deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate 
number and year of is-
suance, the description 
of the property, and the 
names in which it was 
assessed are as fol-
lows:

Tax Sale Certificate No.
204
Application No.
2013-02
Date of Issuance:
May 28, 2010
R.E. No: 00741-053R

Description of Property:

FARM #18 (4 ½ acres, 
more or less), GULF 
COUNTY FARMS, INC., 
PROPERTIES, an un-
recorded Subdivision 
of that portion of Sec-
tion 19, Township 5 
South, Range 9 West, 
Gulf County, Florida, ly-
ing West of State Road 
No. 71, more particu-
larly described as fol-
lows:
COMMENCE at the in-
tersection of the North 
line of Section 19, 
Township 5 South, 
Range 9 West, Gulf 
County, Florida, and 
the Westerly right of 
way line of State Road 
#71, said State Road 
having a right of way of 
66 feet; thence South 
18 Degrees 16 Minutes 
20 Seconds East, 
along said Westerly 
right of way line for 
5152.75 feet to the 
POINT OF BEGINN-
ING, thence continue 
South 18 Degrees 16 
Minutes 20 Seconds 
East along said West-
erly right a way line for 
345.59 feet to the 
South line of said Sec-
tion 19; thence South 
86 Degrees 27 Minutes 
22 Seconds West 
along said South line of 
Section 19, for 750.67 
feet; thence North 18 
Degrees 16 Minutes 20 
Seconds West for 
154.74 feet; thence 
North 71 Degrees 43 
Minutes 40 Seconds 
East for 726.00 feet to 
the POINT OF BEGIN-
NING.

Name in which as-
sessed: Billy C. Quinn 
Sr. and Joe C. Quinn

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe , 
Florida at 11:00 AM, 
E.T., Wednesday, the 
27th day of March, 
2013. Dated this 19th 
day of February, 2013.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

BY: Donna L. Ray, 
Deputy Clerk
February 21, 28
March 7, 14, 2013

92299S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 14th 
JUDICAL CIRCUIT IN 
AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION
Case No. 23-2008-CA-
000491

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION AS 
TRUSTEE FOR 
TRUCAP GRANTOR 
TRUST 2010-2,
Plaintiff,

vs.

TED B. SPARLING, 
JR.; LISA M. SPARL-
ING; ANY AND ALL 
UNKNOWN PARTIES 
CLAIMING BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER 
AND AGAINST THE 
HEREIN NAMED INDI-
VIDUAL DEFEN-
DANT(S) WHO ARE 
NOT KNOWN TO BE 
DEAD OR ALIVE, 
WHETHER SAID UN-
KNOWN PARTIES MAY 
CLAIM AN INTEREST 
AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANT-
EES, OR OTHER 
CLAIMANTS; TENANT 
#1, TENANT #2, TEN-
ANT #3 AND TENANT 
#4 THE NAMES BEING 
FICTITIOUS TO AC-
COUNT FOR PARTIES 
IN POSSESSION,
Defendants

AMENDED
NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to the final 
judgment/order en-
tered in the above 
noted case, that I will 
sell the following prop-
erty situated in Gulf 
County, Florida de-
scribed as:

LOT 9 AND THE EAST 
1/2 OF LOT 7, BLOCK 
46, CITY OF PORT ST. 
JOE, ACCORDING TO 
THE MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 1, PAGE 19, 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.

at public sale, to the 
highest and best bid-
der for cash, at the 
Courthouse Lobby, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
FL 32456, at 11:00 A.M. 
ET on March 7, 2013. 
The highest bidder 
shall immediatley post 
with the Clerk, a de-
posit equal to five per-
cent (5%) of the final 
bid. The deposit must 
be cash or cashier’s 

check payable to the 
Clerk of the Court.  Fi-
nal payment must be 
made on or before 5:00 
P.M. ET, on the date of 
the sale by cash or 
cashier’s check.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

Rebecca Norris
CLERK OF COURT

BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk
February 14, 21, 2013

92295S
PUBLIC NOTICE

PORT ST. JOE
REDEVELOPMENT
AGENCY REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
for
Custom Design and 
Construction of a Tim-
ber Deck at Billy Joe 
Rish Memorial Parking 
Lot

RFQ 2013-02

The Port St. Joe Rede-
velopment Agency is 
requesting proposals 
for the custom design 
and construction of a 
timber deck at the Billy 
Joe Rish Memorial 
Parking Lot, located in 
Port St. Joe, Florida. 
The construction of this 
deck will ultimately 
support a structure 
similar to the City Com-
mons Gazebo. The 
PSJRA will receive 
sealed qualifications 
from any qualified and 
properly licensed com-
pany or corporation in-
terested in providing 
qualifications for the 
following project:

Timber Deck at Billy 
Joe Rish Memorial 
Parking Lot.

Bids will be received 
until 3:00 p.m. Eastern 
Time, on Friday, March 
1, 2013. Submit three 
(3) copies to Gail 
Alsobrook, PSJRA, 150 
Captain Fred’s Place, 
Port St. Joe, FL 32456. 
Proposals shall be sub-
mitted in a sealed en-
velope, plainly marked 
with bidder’s name, ad-
dress, date and time of 
opening, and RFQ 
number 2013-02. Pro-
posals will be publicly 
opened and acknowl-
edged at City Hall, 305 
Cecil G. Costin, Sr., 
Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida 32456 on March 
1, 2013 at 3:05 PM 
EST, in the City Com-
mission Chamber.

The complete RFQ So-
licitation, Plans, and 
Specifications can be 
downloaded from the 
Port St. Joe Redevel-
opment website at 
www.PSJRA.com. Pro-
posals of Qualifications 
will be evaluated by the 
PSJRA and ultimately 
approved by the City 
Commission. The 
PSJRA and/or City 
have the right to reject 
any or all proposals.
February 14, 21, 2013

92261S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
File No. 13-04PR

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
CHARLIE ROSS 
STRANGE
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
(Summary
Administration)

TO ALL PERSONS 
HAVING CLAIMS OR 
DEMANDS AGAINST 
THE ABOVE ESTATE:

You are hereby notified 
that an Order of Sum-
mary Administration 
has been entered in the 
estate of Charlie Ross 
Strange, deceased, File 
Number 13-04PR, by 
the Circuit Court for 
Gulf County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the 
address of which is 
1000 Cecil G. Costin 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
FL 32456; that the 
decedent’s date of 
death was October 23, 
2012; that the total 
value of the estate is 
$5,351.00 and that the 
names and addresses 
of those to whom it has 
been assigned by such 
order are:

Allie E. Strange
PO Box 355
Wewahitchka, Florida 
32465

ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS ARE NOTI-
FIED THAT:

All creditors of the es-
tate of the decedent 
and persons having 
claims or demands 
against the estate of 
the decedent other 
than those for whom 
provision for full pay-
ment was made in the 
Order of Summary Ad-
ministration must file 
their claims with this 
court WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLOR-
IDA PROBATE CODE. 
ALL CLAIMS AND DE-
MANDS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED. NOTWITH-
STANDING ANY 

OTHER APPLICABLE 
TIME PERIOD, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AF-
TER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS 
BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this Notice is 
February 14, 2013.

Person Giving Notice:
Allie E. Strange
PO Box 355
Wewahitchka, Florida 
32465

Attorney for Person 
Giving Notice:
Mel C. Magidson Jr.
Attorney
FL Bar No: 261629
P.O. Box 340
Port St. Joe, FL  32457
(850) 227-7800
Fax: (850) 227-7878
E-Mail: mmagidson@ 
gtcom.net
February 14, 21, 2013

92233
PUBLIC NOTICE

George E. Weems Me-
morial Hospital is seek-
ing proposals from 
qualified Proposers for 
an electronic health 
records (EHR) system 
consisting of licensed 
software, hardware, 
and services, including, 
but not limited to, im-
plementation, support, 
training, and other pro-
fessional services 
(collectively referred to 
as “EHR System”).  The 
Request for Proposal 
documentation can be 
obtained from the 
Hospital’s website: 
http://www.weemsmemorial.co
m / p / n e w s . a s p x .  
Proposals must be re-
ceived NLT 4:00 PM 
EST on Friday, March 
1, 2013. Proposals re-
ceived after this date 
will be not be consid-
ered. All packages 
must be sealed and 
clearly state “RFP# 
WMH-2013-EHR” and 
delivered to 135 Ave-
nue G, Apalachicola, 
Florida 32320. Please 
contact Chuck Ed-
wards at 850-527-7537 
or cedwards@weems 
memorial.com for addi-
tional information.
February 14, 21, 2013

90188S
PUBLIC NOTICE:

The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) an-
nounce two PUBLIC 
HEARINGS for the 
FWC Lead Managed 
Portions of Apalachi-
cola River Wildlife and 
Environmental Area lo-
cated in Gulf and 
Franklin Counties, Flor-
ida.

7:00 P.M. Wednesday, 
February 27, 2013
St. Joseph Bay State 
Buffer Preserve Center
3915 State Road 30-A
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

7:00 P.M. Thursday, 
February 28, 2013
Apalachicola National 
Estuarine Research Re-
serve Environmental 
Education and Training 
Center
108 Island Drive
Eastpointe, FL 32328

PURPOSE:  To receive 
public comment re-
garding considerations 
for FWC’s ten-year 
Management Plan for 
the FWC Lead Man-
aged Portions of Apa-
lachicola River Wildlife 
and Environmental 
Area (ARWEA).

This hearing is being 
held EXCLUSIVELY for 
discussion of the 
DRAFT Apalachicola 
River WEA Manage-
ment Plan. This meet-
ing is not being held to 
discuss area hunting or 
fishing regulations. For 
more information on 
the process for FWC 
rule and regulation de-
velopment go online to: 
myfwc.com/about/rules-re
gulations/rule-changes/ or call
( 8 5 0 )
487-1764.

A Management Pro-
spectus for Apalachi-
cola River WEA and 
copy of the agenda is 
available upon request 
from the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission, Land 
Conservation and Plan-
ning Group, 620 South 
Meridian Street, Talla-
hassee, Florida 32399-
1600. Telephone: 
(850) 487-9982 or (850) 
487-9767 or by e-mail 
at Rebecca.Shelton 
@MyFWC.com
February 21, 2013

90144S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 14TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 
AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION:
CASE NO.: 08-00476

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR 
STRUCTURED ASSET 
INVESTMENT LOAN 
TRUST, MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 
2006-4,
Plaintiff,

vs.

ERNEST REESE 
ANTLEY; SARA M. 
ANTLEY; UNKNOWN 
TENANT(S); IN POS-
SESSION OF THE 
SUBJECT PROPERTY,
Defendants.

RE-NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order Resetting Fore-
closure Sale dated the 
5th day of February, 
2013, and entered in 
Case No. 08-00476, of 
the Circuit Court of the 
14TH Judicial Circuit in 
and for Gulf County, 
Florida, wherein U.S. 
BANK NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS TRUS-
TEE FOR STRUC-
TURED ASSET IN-
VESTMENT LOAN 
TRUST, MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 
2006-4 is the Plaintiff 
and ERNEST REESE 
ANTLEY, SARA M. 
ANTLEY and UN-
KNOWN TENANT(S) IN 
POSSESSION OF THE 
SUBJECT PROPERTY 
are defendants. The 
Clerk of this Court shall 
sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash at 
the, FRONT LOBBY OF 
THE GULF COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, 1000 
5TH STREET, PORT 
ST. JOE, FL 32456, 
11:00 AM on the 7th 
day of March, 2013, the 
following described 
property as set forth in 
said Final Judgment, to 
wit:

LOTS 8, 10, AND 12, 
BLOCK 56, CITY OF 
PORT ST. JOE, AC-
CORDING TO THE OF-
FICIAL MAP THEREOF 
ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF CLERK OF 
THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P.O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least seven 
(7) days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711.

Dated this 7th day of 
February, 2013.

REBECCA NORRIS
Clerk Of The Circuit 
Court

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk

Submitted by:
Choice Legal Group, 
P.A.
1800 NW 49th Street, 
Suite 120
Fort Lauderdale, Flor-
ida 33309
Phone: (954)453-0365

Fax: (954) 771-6052
Toll Free: 1-800-441-
2438
DESIGNATED PRI-
MARY E-MAIL FOR 
SERVICE PURSUANT 
TO FLA. R. JUD. AD-
MIN 2.516
eservice@clegalgroup.co
m
February 14, 21, 2013

92253S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
GENERAL JURISDIC-
TION DIVISION
CASE NO.: 232007CA 
000471CAXXXX

NATIONSTAR
MORTGAGE LLC,
F/K/A CENTEX HOME 
EQUITY COMPANY, 
LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.

VICKERS, THOMAS L,
et al.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to a 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated Jan-
uary 24, 2013 and en-
tered in 232007CA 
000471CAXXXX of the 
Circuit Court of the 
Fourteenth Judicial Cir-
cuit in and for Gulf 
County, Florida, where-
in NATIONSTAR 
MORTGAGE LLC, 
F/K/A CENTEX HOME 
EQUITY COMPANY, 
LLC, is the Plaintiff and 
VICKERS, THOMAS L; 
SABRINA VICKERS; 
LEWIS D. MILES; 
JOHN DOE; JANE DOE 
are the Defendant(s). 
Benny Lister as the 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court will sell to the 
higher and best bidder 
for cash, the Front 
Lobby, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr., Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, FL 32456, at 
11:00 AM on March 7, 
2013, the following de-
scribed property as set 
forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:

LOT SIX (6), IN FORE-
HANDS SECOND AD-
DITION TO HIGHLAND 
VIEW, FLORIDA IN 
BLOCK “B”, FORE-
HANDS SECOND AD-
DITION TO HIGHLAND 
VIEW, FLORIDA EXE-
CUTED AUGUST 12, 
1957, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF, 
AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 
9, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA 
TOGETHER WITH A 
2003 DOUBLE WIDE 
MOBILE HOME VIN# 
WHC012655GAA AND 
WHC012655GAB

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Dated this 6th day of 
February, 2013.

Rebecca L. Norris,
Clerk of the Court

By: BA Baxter
As Deputy Clerk

IMPORTANT
If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P. O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least seven 
(7) days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than sever (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711. 
ADA Coordinator P.O. 
Box 1089, Pananta 
City, Florida 32402, 
Phone: 850-747-5338 
Fax: (850) 747-5717, 
Hearing Impaired:
Dial 711, Email: 
ADARequest@jud14.f l  
courts. org

Submitted by:
Robertson, Anschutz & 
Schneid, P.L.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
3010 N. Military Trail, 
Suite 300
Boca Raton, FL 33431 
561-241-6901
Fax: 561-241-9181
February 14, 21, 2013
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RENTALS
3 BR 3 BA UNFURNISHED CONDO 
LONG TERM, POOL.......................$850
2 BR 1 BA UNFURNISHED HOUSE
FL ROOM, FENCED YARD, GARAGE ... $775
3 BR 1 BA FURNISHED APT
WEEKLY OR MONTHLY, INC UTILITIES
3 BR 1 BA UNFURNISHED DUPLEX
DOWNTOWN CARRABELLE............$600
3 BR 2 BA CONDO W/ 10X15 STORAGE
AND POOL...................................$950
3 BR 2 BA CONDO W/ POOL
$150/NIGHTLY - OR $700/WEEKLY

108 S. E. AVE. A 
CARRABELLE, FLORIDA 32322

Contact Randi Dempsey 
(850) 697-5300 or (850) 653-7282 

www.seacrestre.com
www.fi rstfi tness.com/carrabelle

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AND RENTALS

SEACREST REAL ESTATE, INC.  IS NOW

If you’re ready to move and
overflowing with stuff

Classified can help you
store it or sell it!

EASTERN
SHIPBUILDING
GROUP

MORE THAN A JOB… A FUTURE!
LONG TERM WORK

an aggressive leader in the Marine Industry, located in Panama City, FL
has the following opportunities for skilled craftsmen:

PIPEFITTERS  •  PIPE WELDERS 
X-RAY WELDERS  • PAINTERS/SANDBLASTERS 

INDUSTRIAL MARINE ELECTRICIANS
Competitive wages DOE, and a comprehensive benefi ts package including:

Company paid health, dental, and life insurance, 401(k), attendance
& safety bonuses. Normal work week to include overtime.

Qualifi ed craftsmen should apply in person: Mon-Fri, 8am-12pm - 1pm- 4:30 pm
HUMAN RESOURCES (2 Locations):

13300 Allanton Rd., Panama City, FL 32404 and
134 S. East Ave., Panama City, FL 32401

Applications are also accepted at our East Ave Offi ce - Saturdays, 8am-12pm.
(850) 522-7400, ext. 2285, 2322, or 2302 Fax: (850) 874-0208

EOE/Drug Free Workplace

To Place Your Classified ad 
in

Call Our New Numbers Now!

Call: 850-747-5020
Toll Free: 800-345-8688 
Fax: 850-747-5044
Email: thestar@pcnh.com
Email: thetimes@pcnh.com

the

APALACHICOLA
& CARRABELLE TIMES

CALL OUR NEW NUMBERS NOW

PSJ, 3 br, 1 ba, all 
brick 404 Battles 
Street, corner lot - large 
yard. W/D incl $650/mo 
+ dep. 301-265-5368

Year Round Rental.
3br 2ba w/ deep water 
dock 1st/ last + sec/ 
deposit $750 Call (850) 
348-7774

WEWA: 2bdrm, 1bath, 
CH&A. $430/mo + 
$430 dep 850-639-5721

2001 Fleetwood 14’ x 
68’ mobile home for 
sale to be moved by 
buyer, Asking $9,500, 
NADA appraisel OBO; 
Call 850-247-9450 to 
set up appointment

Panama City Beach,
38 ft., Charter Boat, 
Twin Perkns Engines 
rebuilt, bottom job just 
completed, been oper-
ating as a charter boat 
for 12 yrs, High traffic 
slip paid for untill May 
‘13, Intrested in 
Sale/Joint Venture or 
Sale Operate for you. 
Part of 3 boat company 
same location 28 yrs. 
Excellent private boat, 
good River/Gulf/Bay 
Boat, $18K, Some pos-
sible finiancing Call 
Bobby 850-234-9409 or 
Toll Free 877-Fla-Boat 
or email boatlaydee 
@yahoo.com

Mexico Beach, 2100 
sq ft prime commercial 
space, Hwy 98 front-
age, ample parking, 
rent neg., Call Jason 
850-340-1237

PSJ 3db 1ba home w/ 
storage building for 
boat, large yard, great 
views, $850/ month 
770-654-1328

St Joe Beach
3 br, 2 BA, gar, 20 
mins from TYndall 

Air Force Base, com-
munity pool, beach, 
tennis courts, play-
ground. 1 blk from 

beach. $1,100 
month + dep - dis-
counts for military 

850-441-3775

Food Svc/Hospitality

Housekeeping
Saturday cleaning for 
Vacation Rental Homes 
on Cape San Blas. To 
apply: Call for appoint-
ment. 850-270-7736

Web ID# 34241417
Text FL41417 to 56654

Hospitality

Housekeeping
Part Time weekend 
help needed for all po-
sitions, apply in per-
son, 4693 Cape San 
Blas Rd or 1200 Hwy 
98 Mexico Beach

Other

JOB NOTICE
The Gulf County 
Board of County 
Commissioners is 
accepting applica-
tions for a

Central Service
Director

Applications and a 
complete job de-
scription are availa-
ble in our HR office 
or at 
www.gulfcounty-fl.gov.
EOE Applica-
tion deadline is 
Thursday, February 
28th at 5:00p.m. E.T. 
For more informa-
tion, please contact 
Brett Lowry or Lynn 
Lanier, Deputy Ad-
ministrator at 
850-229-6106. Gulf 
County enforces a 
Drug-Free Workforce 
Policy and is an 
Equal Opportunity/ 
Affirmative Action 
Employer.

Web-Id 34240730
Text FL40730 to 

56554

GUN SHOW
Mar. 2nd & 3rd

Nat’l Peanut Fest. Bldg.
5622 US Hwy 231 S

Dothan, Alabama
OVER 275 TABLES

Saturday 9-5pm
Sunday 10-4pm

Info: 334-279-9895
Text FL24233 to 56654

GUN SHOW
Santa Rosa County 
Auditorium: Milton, 
FL. Mar 16th & 17th

8 am - 5 pm. Call
(850) 957-4952 or 

(850) 261-8407
General

Admission: $6
Text FL40762 to 56654

Mimi’s Upscale 
Resale

200 Reid Ave
Taking new consign-

ers. Juniors, Womens, 
Mens and Kids. Spring 
and Summer clothing. 
Call for an appointment 

850-229-6464

Lincoln DC Portable 
Welder, 6 cylinder Con-
tinental engine, A/C 
aux. power, Trailer 
mounted with toolbox, 
Good Condition, $2800 
Call 850-899-8695

Mexico Beach: 20th St 
Warehouse Sale Unit 
23, Saturday, February 
23rd & March 2nd, 8am 
til 2pm

Warehouse 
Sale

Tupperware, Furniture, 
Appliances, Some 
Clothing, & Something 
for Everyone!

Port St Joe 2720 State 
Rd 30-A (Corner of 
C-30 and Golf Course 
Rd). Saturday March 
23rd 8:00am -???

Huge Yard 
Sale!

Electronics, Clothes, 
Books, Furniture and a 
Variety of Household 
Items! Rain Cancels
Text FL42336 to 56654

Port St Joe: 1006 Gar-
rison Ave, Saturday 
Feb 23rd, 7am til 4pm

Moving Sale
Everything 
Must Go!

Great Deals!
All Household Items!

Extra Mile
Pet Sitting

Home visits/overnight 
in the comfort of your 
pets home. Gulf & Bay 
County Diana 227-5770 
Dan 227-8225
extramilepetsitting.com

Internal Revenue 
Service Public

Auction
Under the authority in 
Internal Revenue Code 
section 6331, the prop-
erty described below 
has been seized for 
nonpayment of internal 
revenue taxes due from 
Thomas F. Wikerson 
AKA Ferrell Wilkerson. 
The property will be 
sold at public auction 
as provided by Internal 
Revenue Code section 
6335 and related regu-
lations.
Date of Sale:
March 14th, 2013
Time of Sale:10:00 AM
Location of Sale: 8119 
Americus Avenue Port 
Saint Joe, FL 32456
Only the right, title, and 
interest of Thomas F. 
Wilkerson AKA Ferrell 
Wilkerson in and to the 
property will be offered 
for sale. If requested, 
the Internal Revenue 
Service will furnish in-
formation about possi-
ble encumbrances, 
which may be useful in 
determining the value 
of the interest being 
sold.
Description of Prop-
erty: A single family 
residential property 3/3 
built in 2001 living area 
1,786 gross area 4,118 
on .24 acres
Legal Description: Lot 
14, Summer Place, ac-
cording to the plat 
thereof recorded in Plat 
Book 3, Page 51 of the 
Public Records of Gulf 
County, Florida.
APN# 03806-770R
Payment Terms: 20% 
payment required on 
acceptance of highest 
bid within one hour and 
the remaining funds 
due by April 4th, 2013. 
All payments mush be 
by cash, certified 
check, cashier’s or 
treasurer’s check or by 
a United States postal, 
bank, express, or tele-
graph money order. 
Make check or money 
order payable to the 
United States Treasure. 
For more information, 
please contact Sharon 
W. Sullivan Internal 
Revenue Service 7850 
SW 6th CT MS 5780 
Plantation, FL 33324 
Tel (954)740-2421 or 
e m a i l
Sharon.W.Sullivan@irs.gov or
visit our website 
www.irsauctions.gov

92395S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT OF 
FLORIDA IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY
GENERAL JURISDIC-
TION DIVISION
CASE NO. 2010-CA-
000429

BANK OF AMERICA, 
N.A. AS SUCCESSOR 
BY MERGER TO BAC 
HOME LOANS SERV-
ICING, LP F/K/A 
COUNTRYWIDE HOME 
LOANS SERVICING, 
LP,
Plaintiff,

vs.

ARION J WARD, et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to a 
Summary Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure 
entered on January 3, 
2012 in Civil Case No. 
2010-CA-000429 of the 
Circuit Court of the 
FOURTEENTH Judicial 
Circuit in and for Gulf 
County, Port St. Joe 
Florida, wherein BANK 
OF AMERICA, N.A. AS 
SUCCESSOR BY 
MERGER TO BAC 
HOME LOANS SERV-
ICING, LP F/K/A 
COUNTRYWIDE HOME 
LOANS SERVICING, 
LP is the Plaintiff and 
ARION J WARD, et al., 
are the Defendants. 
The Clerk of Court will 
sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash at 
Gulf County Court-
house, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd. Front 
Lobby, Port St. Joe, FL. 
32456 in accordance 
with Chapter 45, Flor-
ida Statutes on the 7th 
day of March, 2013 at 
11:00 AM on the follow-
ing described property 
as set forth in said 
Summary Final Judg-
ment, to-wit:

All that certain parcel of 
land situate in the 
County of Gulf and 
State of Florida, being 
known and designated 
as Lot 19, and Lot 21, 
Block 1020, Unit 3, of 
the Millview Addition to 
the City of Port St. Joe, 
Florida according to 
the plat thereof re-
corded in Plat Book 2, 
Page 53 of the public 
records of Gulf County, 
Florida.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens, must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens, must 

file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Dated this 15th day of 
February, 2013.

BILL KINSAUL
Clerk of Circuit Court
As Clerk of the Court

By: B.A. Baxter
Deputy Clerk
February 21, 28, 2013

92367S
NOTICE
OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that TC 10L, 
LLC the holder of the 
following Tax Certifi-
cate, has filed said 
certificate for a tax 
deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate 
number and year of is-
suance, the description 
of the property, and the 
names in which it was 
assessed are as fol-
lows:

Tax Sale Certificate No.
1288
Application No.
2013-01
Date of Issuance:
May 28, 2010
R.E. No: 04598-000R

Description of Property:

Lot 1, Block A, St. Joe 
Heights Subdivision to 
the City of Port St. Joe, 
Florida, according the 
Official Plat thereof on 
file in the office of the 
Circuit Court Clerk, 
Gulf County, Florida.

Name in which as-
sessed: James Buie

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe , 
Florida at 11:00 AM, 
E.T., Wednesday, the 
27th day of March, 
2013. Dated this 19th 
day of February, 2013.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

BY: Donna L. Ray, 
Deputy Clerk
February 21, 28
March 7, 14, 2013

*Adopt*:
Art Classes to Zoo 

Trips; all in be-
tween, baby will be 

our King/Queen
*James & Helene*

Expenses Paid 
FLBar42311 

1800-522-0045

aid office (listed in the 
phone book). The first 
date of publication of 
this notice is THURS-
DAY, FEBRUARY 21, 
2013.

Person Giving Notice:
Ryan O. Garrity, Esq.
Fla. Bar No. 615110
PLEAT, PLEAT & 
RITCHIE, P.A.
4477 Legendary Drive, 
Suite 202
Destin, Florida 32541
Tel: (850) 650-0599
Fax: (850) 650-4402
ryan@pleatperry.com
Attorney for Plaintiff,
WINDMARK
INVESTMENTS, LLC.
February 21, 28, 2013

92365S
NOTICE
OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that TC 10L, 
LLC the holder of the 
following Tax Certifi-
cate, has filed said 
certificate for a tax 
deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate 
number and year of is-
suance, the description 
of the property, and the 
names in which it was 
assessed are as fol-
lows:

Tax Sale Certificate No.
1238
Application No.
2013-03
Date of Issuance:
May 28, 2010
R.E. No: 04273-120R

Description of Property:

Lot Four (4) of Bay 
Breeze SubDivision, 
according to the plat 
thereof recorded in the 
Public Records of Gulf 
County, Florida, at Plat 
Book 3, Page 45.

Name in which as-
sessed: Walter L. Pe-
terson

All of said property be-
ing in Gulf County, 
State of Florida. Unless 
such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to 
law, the property de-
scribed in such certifi-
cate will be sold to the 
highest bidder in the 
front Lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe , 
Florida at 11:00 AM, 
E.T., Wednesday, the 
27th day of March, 
2013. Dated this 19th 
day of February, 2013.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

BY: Donna L. Ray, 
Deputy Clerk
February 21, 28
March 7, 14, 2013

These tiny ads
sell, hire, rent
and inform for
thousands of
families each

week. Let a little
Classified ad do a

big job for you.
Emerald Coast

Marketplace 
747-5020

The Key to
Savings Start here

in Classifieds.
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