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‘It is our lighthouse’
By TIM CROFT

227-7827 |@PSJ_Star
tcroft@starfl.com

Sharon Gaskin wants to 
sustain the historic County 
Courthouse in Wewahitchka.

As she told the Board of 
County Commissioners on 
Tuesday, she’s had other 
“hare-brained” ideas that 
worked out just fi ne.

Gaskin urged commission-
ers to consider a lease or dona-
tion of the courthouse, which 
the county has abandoned and 
will stop funding next month, 
to her company, North Florida 
Child Development.

As the lone remaining ten-
ant of the courthouse Gaskin 
said she and her company 
had a vested interest in main-
taining the headquarters for 

her fi ve-county operation in 
the same spot it has grown 
and thrived from over two 
decades.

Gaskin also expressed con-
cerns about the potential for 
continued deterioration of the 
building, which is listed on the 
National Registry of Historic 
Places, if no entity calls the 
courthouse home.

“It is our lighthouse so to 

speak,” Gaskin said, alluding 
to the current effort to save the 
Cape San Blas Lighthouse. “It 
is one of the true landmarks in 
Wewahitchka. I’d like to be the 
caretaker.”

The county, citing a short-
age of funding, has moved the 
extension offi ce and constitu-
tional offi cers out of the court-

Butler withdraws 
‘Stand Your 

Ground’ motion
By WES LOCHER

229-7843 |@PSJ_Star
wlocher@starfl.com

A hearing scheduled for Monday to 
hear a motion to dismiss murder charges 
against Walt Butler was canceled after 
the motion was withdrawn 
without a reason provided 
by defense attorneys.

Butler’s attorneys 
fi led a motion May 21 for 
the dismissal of criminal 
charges in the shooting 
death of Everett Gant and 
cited Florida’s “Stand Your 
Ground Law,” which justi-
fi es the use of deadly force 
if someone believes force is necessary to 
prevent death or harm to themselves or 
another.

The motion said that Butler believed 
that he was entitled to immunity from ar-
rest and prosecution.

A pre-trial hearing was set for Monday 
morning at the Gulf County Courthouse.

With the withdrawal of the motion, But-
ler’s pre-trial hearing Oct. 8. 

Last July, Gant approached Butler’s 
Pine Ridge apartment after Butler had 
been accused of using racial slurs directed 
at children in the apartment complex. 

Butler shot Gant between the eyes 
with a .22 rifl e and left him bleeding on 
the doorstep before calling 911 and sitting 
back down to fi nish his dinner.

He expressed inconvenience at being 
arrested for shooting a “(racial epithet),” 
according to the arresting affi davit.

Six weeks after the shooting Gant 
passed away from the injuries.

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

From the outset Matt 
Scoggins saw the Gulf Coast 
Hope Center as an exten-
sion of his ministry.

Even as the center’s link 

to the Panama City Res-
cue Mission embroiled the 
effort in controversy con-
cerning long-ranges, as the 
county and city approved 
ordinances to limit services, 
Scoggins said repeatedly he 
was just seeking to expand 
the work he had done since 

his life hit the skids.
Since he ran with the 

wrong people, dabbled 
in the wrong substances, 
found the wrong side of jail 
door bars and discovered, 
as a single dad, the hard-
ships of homelessness, 
Scoggins had extended a 

hand to those in need.
Taking from his pockets, 

deriving from his success 
enough to help sustain, bol-
ster, the lives of others.

And almost two years 
after its November 2011 for-

NFCD president urges county to lease Wewahitchka Courthouse

WALT 
BUTLER

Mexico Beach 
police ask for 

help identifying 
burglary suspects

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl.com

The Mexico Beach Police Depart-
ment seeks assistance in identifying 
three suspects in a burglary of Toucan’s 
Restaurant.

On Aug. 11, between the hours of 10:40 
p.m. and 11:30 p.m. CT, video surveillance 
cameras captured a male and two females 
breaking into Toucan’s along U.S. High-
way 98.

After failing to gain access through a 
lower back door, the male pried open the 
door to the gift shop, which caused dam-

SPECIAL TO THE STAR

A male and two females broke into 
Toucan’s in Mexico Beach on Aug. 11.

See BURGLARY A5

See LIGHTHOUSE A5

SPECIAL TO THE STAR

A recent Klothes for Kids drive fi lled the storage area at the Gulf Coast Hope Center with clothes and food. 
The center was able to help 56 families and more than 100 children.

Center offers hope daily

HELPING THOSE IN NEED

See HOPE A5
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Forgotten Coast
Used and Out of

Print Books
Has Reopened August 22, 2013

in its New Air-Conditioned Location

Come Browse our Collection of Regional
Literature, Gift Quality Used Books,

First Editions, Local Authors,
Newer Titles at Used-Book Prices

236A Water Street
in the High Cotton Marketplace,

Apalachicola (next to Cafe Con Leche)

Open Mon-Sat 10 AM to 5 PM,
Sun 1 PM to 5 PM
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Help Make a Difference...
Become a Volunteer in YOUR Hometown Hospital!

Weems Hospital Junior Volunteer Program

Weems Chaplains
Association

Weems Arts In
Medicine Program

Weems Hospital Auxiliary

Weems Memorial Healthcare Foundation

To learn more
Call Heather Huron at 653-8853 ext. 101

or visit www.weemsmemorial.com

Mexico Beach 
Emergency Services 
Supervisor Diana 
Eppel retired last week 
after more than eight 
years of paramedic 
service to the 
community. Her career 
was celebrated at a 
surprise party at the 
Graba Java Internet 
Café where she was 
joined by friends, 
family and members of 
the Mexico Beach City 
Council. As a token 
of the appreciation, 
Police Chief Glenn 
Norris presented 
Eppel with a plaque 
commemorating her 
achievements. Chaney 
McArdle was hired as 
Eppel’s replacement.

Photo by hilary Patterson

ePPel honored uPon retirement from mexico beach ems

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

The Gulf County School 
Board on Monday formally 
adopted the final budget for 
the 2013-14 fiscal year.

After cutting the bud-
get for another year, board 
members approved a mill-
age that is below the roll-
back rate even as the Florida 
Legislature increased the 
burden on local taxpayers.

The board adopted a fi-
nal budget and millage rate 
that will have taxpayers 
seeing a 1 percent rise in 
property taxes for the com-
ing fiscal year.

The rollback rate is the 
millage at which the school 
district would raise the 
same amount of taxes as 
the current fiscal year.

A mill is worth $1 for ev-
ery $1,000 in taxable prop-
erty value.

The mill declined in 
worth to the school board 
– which has differing man-
dates assessing property 
values for budgetary rea-
sons – by just over $2,000, 
less than two tenths of one 
percent.

 “This has not been an 
easy school year,” said Su-
perintendent of Schools Jim 
Norton. “We are spending 
nearly one million dollars 
less than we did last year. 
This is the seventh consec-
utive year the district has 
had to do with less.”

School board budgets 
are different from other tax-
ing authorities in that most 
of the leeway in numbers is 
removed by Tallahassee.

The Florida Legislature 
each year sets two of the 
three primary components 
of school funding in the 
FEFP, or Florida Education 
Finance Program.

And this year, while the 
state boosted revenue in 
some areas, it was balanced 
by cuts in other areas, depu-
ty superintendent of schools 
Sara Joe Wooten said.

The primary component, 
Required Local Effort, is 
that which the district must 
raise to receive any state 
funding under FEFP.

That component, set 
by state lawmakers this 
spring, went up from 4.838 
mills to 4.870, an increase of 
two-thirds of a percent from 
the current fiscal year, or 
.032 in mills.

Discretionary millage, 
that used for essential 
school operations, remained 
the same, as it did for all dis-
tricts, .748 mills.

The Gulf County School 
Board, for the first time in 
more than four years, in-
creased the one component 
of the millage rate over 
which it has any say, Local 
Capital Improvement, or 
bricks and mortar dollars.

With buildings in the 
district aging – the newest 
public schools are more 
than 40 years old – and little 
prospect on the state or lo-
cal level for major capital 
funding for a new school or 
consolidated system, board 
members felt they had no 
choice but to increase LCI 
to address needs.

“We are still one of the 
lowest in the state on LCI,” 
said district financial officer 
Sissy Worley.

The addition of .045 mills 
to the existing .400 mills in-
creases LCI 11.25 percent 
and an additional $59,669 in 
bricks and mortar funding.

Those funds will be used 
for repairs and improve-
ments to roofs, doors, cov-
ered play areas, flooring, 
lighting and fire alarms.

The school millage also 
includes for the next four 
years a voter-approved ad-
ditional mill in operating 
revenue.

The school millage rate 
will increase from 6.986 to 
7.063, bringing the ad va-
lorem budget to $9.511 mil-
lion, an increase of $87,434 
dollars.

school board 
finalizes 
2013-14 
budget
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Variance - Bush Preliminary Subdivision - Smith

"Stump Hole"

PUBLIC NOTICE
A Public Hearing will be held at the Plan-
ning and Development Review Board
(PDRB) meeting on Monday, September
16, 2013 at 8:45 a.m. EST, and at the Board
of County Commissioners (BOCC) meet-
ing on Tuesday, September 24, 2013 at 9:00
a.m. EST. Both public hearings will be held
in the BOCC Meeting Room at the Robert
M. Moore Administration Building, 1000
Cecil G. Costin Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, Flor-
ida. The public hearings will be to discuss
and act on the following:
1. Approval of August 19, 2013 Minutes
2. Variance - Thomas and Paula Bush - for Parcel ID #03410-
000R- Located in Section 31, Township 5 South, Range 11
West, Gulf County, Florida - Road setback encroachment to
accommodate building on a substandard lot.
3. Variance - Kay Ingram O'Brien - For Parcel ID #06291-345R
- Located in Section 22, Township 9 South, Range 11 West,
Gulf County, Florida - Encroachment into side setback on an
existing house.
4. Variance - Linda Gerald - for Parcel ID #06268-302R - Lo-
cated in Section 20, Township 9 South, Range 11 West, Gulf
County, Florida - Existing piling encroachment of 6" into side
setback on an ECL property.
5. Preliminary Plat Approval for a Minor Subdivision - Tyler W.
Smith - for Parcel ID #06268-025R and #06268-022R - Lo-
cated in Section 7, Township 9 South, Range 11 West, Gulf
County, Florida - 2.22 Acres - A 6 unit development with no
road infrastructure.
3. County Development Regulations and Policies (LDR)

6. Staff, Public and Open Discussion

The public is encouraged to attend and be
heard on these matters. Information prior
to the meeting can be viewed at the Plan-
ning Department at 1000 Cecil G. Costin Sr.
Blvd., Room 311.

(2013.95)

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl.com

Extended exposure to 
black mold is known to 
cause respiratory, circula-
tory and neurological dam-
age and that just might be 
what Mexico Beach police 
officers are experiencing.

During the council’s 
pre-agenda meeting last 
week, the topic of conver-
sation turned to modular 
buildings. The city has 
plans to relocate the police 
and fire departments out 
of the current location on 
14th Street for years but 
a financially-feasible plan 
has yet to be reached.

During the discussion, 
Police Chief Glenn Norris 
expressed a desire to move 
sooner rather than later.

“We’re in a bad situation 

in the building we’re in,” 
said Norris. “We should do 
something as quick as we 
can.” 

In November 2010, a 
mold inspection was com-
pleted on the old city hall 
and police headquarters 
and the results determined 
that if personnel were to 
stay in the buildings, the 
air conditioning unit and 
carpets would need to be 
replaced and the interior 
cleaned. 

Dehumidifiers were 
also suggested to be run at 
all times.

After the initial inspec-
tion, city hall workers were 
relocated to a temporary 
building in a refurbished 
bank along U.S. Highway 
98, but the public safety 
departments stayed put.

The police chief tried to 
be understanding by not-

ing that the old city hall 
building had higher levels 
of spores, but the police 
department had a wider 
variety of potentially dan-
gerous spores.

Norris said that in ad-
dition to mold dangers, 
the building has water 
damaged walls and flood-
ed three times in recent 
memory. He said that he 
and his team have cleaned 
and painted the building 
repeatedly and the air con-
ditioning unit has been out 
for 2-3 weeks. 

They did receive a 
window air conditioning 
unit until a decision on a 
modular building could be 
reached.

“We put lipstick on the 
pig, but the pig is still bad,” 
said Councilwoman Tanya 
Castro.

In July, the council ac-

cepted bids for a modular 
unit that would meet the 
police department’s needs. 
They received 14 bids, but 
not all of them included the 
cost of a foundation, a state 
requirement. 

“Some decisions have 
to be made,” said Mayor Al 
Cathey, responding to Nor-
ris. “We’re sympathetic.” 

The bids called for foun-
dation work for a modular 
unit to be finished by Nov. 
1 and installation work to 
complete by Dec. 13. 

Cathey said that a solu-
tion should be in place by 
the first of the year.

Norris had proposed 
purchasing a modular unit 
he located in Port St. Joe 
that could be upgraded to 
comply with Florida build-
ing codes.

“It’s not an option we 
should consider,” said Cas-

tro. “It’s a money pit.”
Norris made a final 

appeal to the council and 
said that some employees 
have begun feeling sick 
and been to the doctor.

“Exposure to the mold 
is causing them to have 
breathing problems,” said 
Norris. “We’ve band-aided 
the building, but it can only 
be patched so much.”

Norris included him-
self in the employees who 
were potentially feeling 
the effects of the spores 
and reported that Mexico 
Beach police officers typi-
cally work for 12-16 hours 
a day.

A large majority of that 
work is done inside the po-
lice department. 

“We’ve done every-
thing we can,” said Nor-
ris. “We’re in an unsafe 
building,”

Mexico Beach police department feels effects of mold
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Dinner on the Go
Family Dinner
feeds 4 for

$2495
includes Entrée, Salad & Bread
*Pick up at Sunset and take home

See Website or Facebook for Each Week's Special

Call in on Monday or Tuesday.
Must have the order by 2:15pm on Tuesday
for pick-up at 5:15pm or 6pm Tuesday.

NO HIDDEN CHARGES: It is our policy that the patient and any other person responsible for payments has the right to refuse to pay,
cancel payment or be reimbursed by payment or any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and
within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

1600 Jenks Ave. • Panama City, FL
(850) 763-6666 • 1-800-227-5704

www.mulliseye.com

FOR NEW PATIENTS
59 AND OLDER

This certificate is good for a complete
Medical Eye Exam with

Todd Robinson, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician and Surgeon.

The exam includes a prescription for eye glasses and tests
for Glaucoma, Cataracts and other eye diseases.

FORYOUR APPOINTMENT CALL:
850-763-6666

ELIGIBILITY: U.S. Citizens living in the Florida Panhandle,
59 years and older, not presently under our care.

Coupon Expires: 4-30-13

FREE
EYE EXAM

CODE: AP00



Smart LensesSM

Can produce clear vision without glasses,
at all distances

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE

"WEWELCOME NEW PATIENTS,
CALLTODAY FORYOUR

PRIORITYAPPOINTMENT"

Darren Payne, M.D.
Board Certified
Eye Physician

and Cataract Surgeon

Todd Robinson, M.D.
Board Certified
Eye Physician

and Cataract Surgeon
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Coupon Expires: 9-30-13 CODE: SJ00
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SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY’S UNIVERSITY

$4,500,000$500,000 $1,500,000 $2,500,000 $3,500,000 $4,500,000

$0 $1,000,000 $2,000,000 $3,000,000 $4,000,000
$5,000,000

GOAL

The new College of Applied Studies at FSU Panama City was approved by the FSU Board
of Trustees in June 2010 and allows the campus to more easily respond to workforce needs
in our area. We invite you to support The Campaign for Our Community’s University by
helping us build an endowment for tomorrow’s jobs. Our goal is to establish a $5 million
endowment for the College of Applied Studies by 2017, which will allow FSU Panama
City to establish student scholarships, implement new degree programs and provide new
equipment and technology.

To learn how you can support our community’s university, contact Mary Beth Lovingood at
(850) 770-2108 or mblovingood@pc.fsu.edu.

THE CAMPAIGN FOR OUR
COMMUNITY’S UNIVERSITY

Endowment for Tomorrow’s Jobs

Special to The Star

The Northwest Florida 
Water Management District 
has launched a grant pro-
gram to help local govern-
ments and utilities across 
the panhandle address im-
portant local water supply 
challenges and meet region-
al water supply protection 
and management needs. 

The District’s tenta-
tive Fiscal Year 2013-2014 
budget includes $10 million 
to provide assistance for 
water supply development 
projects.  

“Ensuring a clean and 
sustainable supply of water 
for the citizens and natural 
resources of Northwest Flor-
ida is one of the District’s 
top priorities,” said District 
Executive Director Jon Ste-
verson.   “We look forward 
to working with our local 
communities to help them 
address local and regional 
water supply needs through 
this grant program.” 

On Wednesday, Sept. 4, 

approximately 30 represen-
tatives from local govern-
ments and utilities attended 
an informational workshop 
to learn more about the 
grant application process 
and the type of projects eli-
gible to receive funding.

“The District is excited 
both about the development 
of this water supply grant 
program and the positive 
turnout at our workshop,” 
said Paul Thorpe, the Dis-
trict’s Resource Planning 
Director. “We encourage lo-
cal governments and utilities 
across our 16-county area to 
learn more about the pro-
gram and submit the water 
supply projects—both large 
and small—that will achieve 
the goals of their region and 
the District.”

Grant applications are 
due by Oct. 31. Eligible proj-
ects include both traditional 
and alternative water sup-
ply development projects, as 
well as water reuse projects 
and conservation projects 
that result in quantifiable 

water savings.  Projects that 
demonstrate new or innova-
tive techniques are encour-
aged, as well.

District staff will evaluate 
grant applications based on 
criteria that include support 
of the District’s core mis-
sions and statutory water 
supply priorities, environ-
mental benefits, readiness 
for implementation, financial 
need, and the ability to oper-
ate and maintain funded fa-
cilities, among others. Staff 
will present their recom-
mendations to the District’s 
Governing Board, who will 
vote on the final project se-
lections in late 2013. 

The information present-
ed at the workshop, along 
with application materials 
and guidelines, are available 
on the District’s website at 
http://www.nwfwmd.state.
fl.us/pubs/WSDCAI/WSD-
CAI.html .  Interested appli-
cants can contact the District 
at 539-5999 or Paul.Thorpe@
nwfwmd.state.fl.us for more 
information or assistance.

Star Staff Report

The Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(FDOT) will hold a con-
struction public informa-
tion meeting regarding 
upcoming improvements 
to State Road (S.R.) 30A 
from S.R. 30E (Cape San 
Blas Road) to S.R 30 (U.S. 
98).  

The meeting will be 
held 5:30 p.m. until 6:30 
p.m. ET Tuesday, Sept. 
17 at the St. Joseph Bay 
State Buffer Preserve 
Center, 3915 S.R. 30A.

Planned improve-
ments include resurfac-
ing and widening the 
existing roadway, drain-
age upgrades, and updat-
ing the Simmons Bayou 
Bridge rail and guardrail.  

The work is slated for 
completion in winter 2015.  
Project personnel will be 
available at the meeting 
to provide information 
about the construction 
work.

Public participation is 
solicited without regard 
to race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, dis-

ability or family status.  
Persons who require 

special accommodations 
under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, 
or persons who require 
translation services (free 
of charge) should contact 
the FDOT Construction 
Project Manager, Dale 
Harris, at 767-4990 at 
least seven days prior to 
the meeting.

For additional Florida 
Department of Trans-
portation District Three 
information follow us on 
Twitter, @myfdot_nwfl.

NWFWMD announces water supply 
development grant program Public meeting on 

State 30A construction
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I don’t even know where Syria 
is. Miss Paschall, in junior high 
geography, must have skipped that 
one. Or perhaps, I wasn’t paying 
attention. The Middle East covers 
a fair amount of territory and the 
countries comprising it are a tad 
scrambled in my mind. I have heard 
of the capital, Damascus, 
mostly because the apostle 
Paul was travelling toward 
that city when he saw the 
Light. 

 I’m guessing it’s 
arid and sandy. There are 
probably lots of people living 
in a relative small area. 
They wear long robes and 
head gear when it seems to 
me shorts and a tee shirt 
would be more practical. And it 
surely produces a fair amount of oil.

The fact that a nasty civil war is 
raging in Syria is a concern. That it 
could spill over to other countries 
is alarming. If the reported gas 
attacks are true, that is horrifi c 
news. What role the United States 
is taking in this affair has me a little 
fearful and a whole lot befuddled.    

This is not going to be a learned 
treatise. And I’m certainly not 
taking aim at anyone in particular 
this morning. Nor am I trying to 
infl uence national policy. I’m not 
smart enough to even half-way 
comprehend the complexities 
and multi-lateral, international 
complications that are swirling 
around that small country. I’m just 
thinking out loud here.  

Why is America carrying the 
ball on this one? What makes us 
so anxious to “jump in” when the 
country is on the other side of the 
world from us? Let England send 
the fi rst planes in. Or France! They 
are a lot closer to Syria than we are. 
Or why not take the chains off of 
Israel. They are right next door and 
most assuredly have a better handle 
on the situation than we do!

Isn’t it a little egoistical to think 

we can fi x every global situation 
that pops up? Does might, in 
fact, make right? I don’t think we 
are going to win many friends 
or infl uence much of anybody in 
this deal. I thought everyone in 
the Middle East already hated us 
except Israel. And I’m not sure 

about them sometimes. It’s 
like going to the ballgame 
before they started putting 
names on the uniforms, you 
can’t tell the players without 
a scorecard!      

What if the shoe was 
on the other foot? In the 
1930’s the United States 
had gunboats, specifi cally 
the USS Guam and the 
USS Wake, running up and 

down the Yangtze River in China. 
We were, in the offi cial speak from 
Washington, simply protecting 
“our interest” in that vast country. 
The famed humorist and social 
commentator, Will Rogers, couldn’t 
let that pass. He astutely asked, 
“How would America feel if the 
Chinese sent gunboats up the 
Mississippi River. They could say 
they were protecting their laundries 
in Memphis.”

Will also wrote “When you get 
into trouble fi ve thousand miles 
from home you’ve got to have been 
looking for it.”        

We’ve heard the “chemical 
warfare” angle before. How hard 
has the wind got to blow for those 
chemicals to reach the United 
States? And I’m certainly not 
down playing or making light of a 
tragic situation brewing in Syria. 
Again, I’m just thinking out loud. 
The question that screams out 
at me here is how come we are 
so all mighty fi red up on saving a 
handful of lives in a place half way 
around the world……and we’re not 
lifting a fi nger to protect countless 
thousands of unborn children right 
here at home. 

I’ve heard of paradoxes, but that 

one near ’bout takes the cake.   
Here’s two cents more, which 

group, gang or side in Syria are the 
good guys anyway? They all look, 
sound and act just about alike. And 
please don’t give us the old “lesser 
of two evils” diatribe. If the group 
we’re bargaining to help is going 
to vote against us in the United 
Nations every chance they get, let’s 
save our missiles for when it’s a 
rainy day…..over America! 

The United States might have 
already fi red upon Syria by the time 
you read this. Of course, there’s 
also a good chance they haven’t. 
We had to take it to the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee for 
an approval vote. And we’ve got to 
wait, I reckon, for a “thumbs up” 
from the full House and Senate, 
the vice-president, the secretary of 
state and the White House butler. 

I wish Leon had given me this 
much warning before he bounced 
that ax handle off my head. I would 
have at least ducked! Or worn my 
football helmet home! Or spent the 
night with Bobby Brewer! Or hid all 
my important weapons and articles 
of mass destruction so he couldn’t 
bust them up!

I once jumped in between 
Andrea Hosford and Billy 
Baumgartner. They just would not 
quit bickering. They called it love 
but they’d fuss on the way to school, 
at lunch, in study hall and during 
math class. It was about to drive me 
nuts. I cornered them outside the 
gym and was setting them straight 
when both of them jumped on me. 
Andrea hit me harder than he did! 
When I was showing off my busted 
lip and black eye at supper, Daddy 
just shook his head and laughed as 
he gave me the ole “nose where it 
don’t belong” speech.

 Will Rogers also said, “Lincoln 
didn’t have a foreign policy. That’s 
why he’s Lincoln.”

Respectfully,
Kes

Sedition?

HUNKER 
DOWN

Kesley Colbert

USPS 518-880
Published every Thursday at 135 W. U.S. 98

Port St. Joe, FL 32456 
Publisher: Roger Quinn

Editor: Tim Croft

POSTMASTER:
Send address change to:

The Star
P.O. Box 308

Port St. Joe, FL 32457-0308
Phone 850-227-1278

PERIODICAL RATE
POSTAGE PAID AT

PORT ST. JOE, FL 32457
WEEKLY PUBLISHING

SUBSCRIPTIONS PAYABLE IN ADVANCE
IN COUNTY

$24.15 year — $15.75 six months
OUT OF COUNTY

$34.65 year — $21 six months
Home delivery subscribers may be charged a higher rate for holiday editons.

TO ALL ADVERTISERS
In case of error or omissions in advertisements, the publishers 

do not hold themselves liable for damage further than the amount 
received for such advertisement.

The spoken word is given scant attention; the printed word is 
thoughtfully weighed. The spoken word barely asserts; the printed word 
thoroughly convinces. The spoken word is lost; the printed word remains.

Circulation:1-800-345-8688

OPINION
w w w . s t a r f l . c o m Thursday, September 12, 2013

A
Page 4

Section

Who died and left us in charge?

Dear Editor,
As someone who has defended 

the USA in war and peace, I take 
umbrage with the demonization of 
the President of the United States of 
America in Gulf County’s local press.

“Change America -- that was 
Obama’s promise” by Ed McAteer 
(Special to The Star), Thursday, 
August 22, 2013

Ed McAteer and The Star have 
crossed the line between free speech 
and sedition.

Ed McAteer stated, “I do not 
believe President Obama is the 
Antichrist, I do believe he is one of 
those the evil spirits of this world...” 
and then quotes the Bible of a 
foreign power’s church...as the only 
link to the one true God. “Most who 
confess to believing God and the 
Bible will agree...”

Ed McAteer demonizes the 
President of the United States and 
members of his administration 
based on Ed McAteer’s Biblical 
perspectives based on his allegiance 
to the State-Religion of a foreign 
country.

He fails to mention that the 
Bible to which he is referring is the 
Church of England’s King James 
Bible AV. (AV = approved version by 
the government of Great Britain.) 
The last major editing revision to the 
King James Biblev(KJB-AV) was by 
Benjamin Blayney, 1769, although 
KJB-AV is under almost constant 
adjusted editing by Oxford and 
Cambridge Universities. It appears 
that Ed McAteer believes that the 
U.S. should be subservient to a Bible 
that is the backbone of the religion 
of a foreign government. Also, he 
stated --

“The current U.S. administration 
is demonstrating in a number of 
ways that it does not like the Jews...
Israel is facing extermination 
and the U.S. is turning its back...
President Obama nominated Chuck 
Hagel to be the United States 
Secretary of Defense.” Apparently, 
Chuck Hagel is another disciple 
of Satan. “He urges the President 

to establish direct unconditional 
talks with Iran...” According to Ed 
McAteer, establishing relations 
with Iran will violate the Bible of a 
foreign country, to which he swears 
allegiance, and bring down the wrath 
of God on America. “America can 
expect to be punished [by God] as a 
result.” 

Two historical facts --
1) The U.S. has its Day of Infamy 

-- December 7, 1941. Iran has -- The 
28 Mordad Coup -- the overthrow 
of the democratically elected 
government of Iran on August 
15, 1953, which was orchestrated, 
fi nanced, and executed by the CIA of 
the USA.

2) “...Can we expect this man to 
defend America?” Ed McAteer asks 
sarcastically. Chuck Hagel has two 
Purple Hearts.

It is quite evident from his 
comments that Ed McAteer’s 
allegiances are to the religious 
beliefs of a foreign country as 
expressed in the KJB-AV.

Actually, Ed McAteer’s allegiance 
is to two foreign countries: 1) Great 
Britain, the country that was on 
the other side in the American 
Revolution.

2) Israel, whose religious leaders 
crucifi ed Jesus Christ for preaching 
and teaching the Principles which 
now underlie the U.S. Constitution.

George Washington said, “Follow 
the teachings of Jesus Christ.” The 
Founding Fathers of the United 
States of America did just that by 
incorporating the Teachings of Jesus 
Christ into the U.S. Constitution and 
publishing an American Bible.

The American Bible was 
published in about 1820. It was 
edited by a Founding Father, while 
he was serving as President of 
the U.S., in collaboration with 
other Founding Fathers, and it 
chronicles the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. The American Bible was/is 
ignored by “Christians” possible 
because: 1) it is too short and 2) 
leaves little wiggle-room for biblical 
interpretation and 3) does not 

preach that the followers of the 
teachings of Jesus Christ should sit 
around waiting to die expecting God 
to overlook how the Biblical Children 
of God denigrate God’s greatest 
creation -- Man. The American Bible 
truly is -- an American Bible.

God created Man, giving Man 
exceptional capabilities and 
competencies. God blessed America. 
Americans should thank God by 
showing appreciation for God’s Gifts 
and honoring God’s reasonable 
expectations.

I was recently certifi ed as a 
Doctor of Divinity for my work 
showing how the American Bible 
was incorporated into the U.S. 
Constitution and that the “roots” of 
America are planted fi rmly in the 
teachings of Jesus Christ.

For a FREE copy of the American 
Bible please email:

AmericanBible@
ChurchOfOurFoundingFathers.org

By crossing the line between 
“free speech” and sedition, The 
Star and Ed McAteer seem to have 
violated --

The United States Code 18 U.S.C. 
ß 2381 states: “whoever, owing 
allegiance to the United States, 
...adheres to their enemies, giving 
them aid and comfort within the 
United States or elsewhere, is guilty 
of treason.”

In law, sedition is overt conduct, 
such as speech and organization, 
that is deemed by the legal authority 
to tend toward insurrection against 
the established order. Sedition often 
includes subversion of a constitution 
and incitement of discontent to 
lawful authority.

To correct the impression of 
treason or sedition projected by 
Ed McAteer’s “Special to The 
Star”, an acceptable Mea Culpa 
could be: Publicly acknowledging 
and accepting the error of their 
misconceptions.

Or, you can all talk to the U.S. 
Justice Department.

John M. Comer, DD
Port Saint Joe, Florida

Letter to the EDITOR

What did we do before 
we had the feature on our 
telephones that allows us 
to switch over to pick up 
another call?  We got a busy 
signal.  Those were the 
good old days I suppose.

“Call Waiting” is one 
of those features that you 
are doomed if you do and 
doomed if you don’t use it. 
The person you are talking 
to will more than likely be 
annoyed when you say, 
“Hang on a minute, 
I have to answer 
this call.”  The 
person calling in 
might think you are 
just not answering 
the phone because 
they get a ringing 
sound, rather than 
a busy signal.

Maybe things 
were easier with a 
party line when you could 
all talk together.  Older folks 
still remember party lines 
where phone customers 
were sharing phone service 
lines.  In other words folks 
had the same line.  The way 
you knew the call was for 
you was by the pattern of 
the ring.

However, if it wasn’t for 
you, you could still listen in.  
I’m not going to get into the 
possibility that we still do 
have “party lines.”

The Call Waiting feature, 
along with Caller ID, the 
portable fax machine, 
touch tone telephones, 
solar cells and fi ber optic 
cables are attributable to 
important research of an 
African-American woman.  
This lady, Dr. Shirley 
Jackson was the fi rst 
African-American woman 
to earn her Ph.D. from the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 

I’m a scientist and I 
just found that out.  Dr. 
Jackson, who is now in her 
late 60’s, is the President 
of Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, another university 
known for its excellence in 
science and engineering.

Now I know… It is 
interesting to me that an 
African-American woman 
invented call waiting.

Why? As I have written 
before, my godmother, 
Phyllis, is a 93 year-old 
African-American.  It’s been 
about two years now since 
she called me by mistake 
and has continued to call 
me three to fi ve times a 
week.  When my mother 
passed away, Phyllis and I 
decided that she should be 
my godmother.

It has been a wonderful 
relationship, though I have 
never met her in person.  
I’m a white guy who grew 
up in Alabama whose 
godmother is a 93 year-old 
African-American, with a 
little bit of Chickahominy 
Indian in her, who looks 
Puerto Rican.   Those are 
almost the words she uses.  
Phyllis says, “I’m part 
Black, part Chickahominy 
Indian, but I have curly hair 

like a Puerto Rican.
There was no menu 

to pick godmothers from 
when I needed one, but I’m 
sure I got the best one.

When she calls, she asks 
about the children, she 
asks how I’m doing, and 
then she prays.  There is no 
preacher, pastor or priest 
that can come even close to 
what comes out of Phyllis’ 
mouth.

She quotes the Bible; 
she covers 
everything in 
“The Blood.”  I 
enjoy listening to 
her.  She tells me 
that she has some 
relatives who have 
told her to stop 
calling if all she 
is going to do is 
“preach and pray.”  
I tell her to, “Bring 

it on, I want to hear it.”  She 
laughs and says, “Precious 
Be His Name.”

This last weekend, 
Phyllis broke into an old 
hymn, “There Is Power 
in the Blood.”  I sang with 
her.  We laughed and talked 
about how we would make 
a good duet.

Then Phyllis started 
praying, I could tell by the 
sound and tone and rhythm 
of her voice that I was in for 
a long one.  It didn’t bother 
me, when she does this, I 
just ask myself, “Why me 
Lord, what have I ever 
done to deserve someone 
so wonderful.”

Well, about fi ve minutes 
into Phyllis’ prayer, I could 
hear the clicking on her line 
notifying her that someone 
was calling in.  Quickly, I 
wondered, “Will she take 
the other call in the middle 
of this long prayer?”

She did. She stopped 
right in the middle of her 
prayer, and said, “Excuse 
me, I have take this call.”

While I waited, I thought 
about how she was going to 
come back in the middle of 
her prayer.  Would she start 
right in?  Would she forget 
she was praying?

About three minutes 
later, the line clicked back 
over and Phyllis came back.

There was a silence, and 
then Phyllis spoke. “Pardon 
the interruption, Lord, I 
had to take that call.”

She then continued for 
another fi ve or so minutes 
right where she left off.

I fi nd it interesting 
that an African-American 
woman invented Call 
Waiting, and that my 
godmother can put God on 
hold and come right back.

I’m pretty sure He 
didn’t have a problem 
being put on hold by a 93 
year-old African-American 
woman, who has a little 
Chickahominy Indian in 
her, who looks Puerto Rican 
and quotes the scripture 
better than any preacher 
who ever stood in a pulpit.

Find more stories at 
www.CranksMyTractor.
com.

CRANKS MY 
TRACTOR

BN Heard

Call waiting
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house, which long served 
as the county seat before 
the seat was moved to Port 
St. Joe.

County attorney Jer-
emy Novak said there are 
maintenance issues which 
are pressing and in need of 
“immediate remediation,” 
including work to the base-
ment, electrical and issues 
of mold.

The county currently 
charges NFCD $1 per 
square foot for the 2,200 
square foot building and 
noted that some of the more 
pressing work would be fo-
cused on the area NFCD 
currently inhabits.

The county will also stop 
paying utility bills for the 
building as of Oct. 1.

“I have huge concerns 
about this,” said Commis-
sioner Joanna Bryan of any 
transfer to NFCD, adding 
there was some distance 
between leasing the space 
to address maintenance is-
sues and turning over title 
to a county building.

Gaskin initially broached 
a donation to her non-profit 
corporation as one means 
of transfer but after hear-

ing resistance from the 
board suggested a lease, 
with a reversionary clause 
turning the property back 
over to the county in the 
event NFDC leaves.

Gaskin said she would 
also insure public access to 
the building in the future.

“I’ll take it on to save it,” 
Gaskin said. “Our corpo-
ration would do that. I’ve 
done other hare-brained 
ideas that worked out.”

Among those, at least 
to some skeptics nearly a 
decade ago when she pro-
posed it, was building a 
new school in Port St. Joe, 
a facility that opened last 
year.

Gaskin noted NFCD 
operates in five counties, 
has an overall budget that 
has grown from $400,000 to 
more than $4 million and 
that 70 percent of her oper-
ations are in Gulf County.

As much as saving the 
courthouse entered the 
picture, so did maintaining 
her staff and operations in 
Gulf County.

“I need your support to 
continue to operate eco-
nomically in this county,” 

Gaskin said, adding that if 
forced she could move her 
headquarters to another 
county.

“I would hate to see 
it be closed. I don’t want 
to see that happen. The 
building would continue to 
deteriorate.”

Commissioner Warren 
Yeager said he supported 
the move, though he want-
ed to see details.

“In theory I am in sup-
port of that move,” Yeager 
said. “We have looked at 
this in the past.”

Commissioner Ward 
McDaniel noted Gaskin’s 
track record of success.

“I have never seen you 
take on a project and not 
improve it. I think you’ll 
take this on and improve 
it,” he said.

Tan Smiley also voiced 
support, saying he “did not 
see a big problem.”

But Bryan and Commis-
sioner Carmen McLemore 
expressed reservations, 
particularly about giving 
up ownership of a county 
building.

“This is a critical issue 
to me,” McLemore said. 

“I am going to have to sit 
down and look at all cor-
ners of this.”

Bryan said she would 
like to see a written pro-
posal, which Gaskin said 
had been drafted and 
would be provided to 
commissioners.

Novak said he would 
work with Gaskin in sketch-
ing out a proposal to put be-
fore commissioners at their 
final September meeting.

Staff, board 
communications

As a third meeting de-
volved into debate over the 
Americus Ditch project, 
commissioners and staff 
spent nearly an hour heat-
edly dissecting communi-
cations and the dissemina-
tion of information between 
commissioners and staff.

Americus Ditch, a $1 
million project some six 
years old but the focus of 
questions raised by a resi-
dent and Bryan in recent 
months, was the launch-
ing pad for discussion on 
broader issues.

Bryan, who has said 
from the outset her ques-
tions were less about one 
project and more about 
county bid policies, and 
county administrator Don 
Butler exchanged testy 
words regarding requests 
for information from Bryan 
and Butler’s handling of 
those requests.

Brad Bailey and later 
Ralph Rish spoke to the 
board about false state-
ments they alleged were 
made from the podium by 
resident Bill Koran and 
Bryan, but for commission-
ers the discussion spun 
into a debate regarding the 
demands put on staff for 
information.

By the end, commission-
ers had approved – 4-1 with 
Bryan dissenting – mandat-
ing that requests for infor-
mation or work from coun-
ty staff deemed by Butler 
to be outside the norms of 
current operations come to 
the board for approval.

Bryan protested, say-
ing the board should not 
be weighing in on how one 
commissioner asks for and 
receives information. 

“It is not proper for the 
board to limit access to in-
formation to one commis-
sioner,” Bryan said.

She was out-voted and 
out-voiced. 

“We are a legislative 
body,” Yeager said. “We 
have to work as a board. 
There needs to be some 
kind of consistency on what 
we ask staff to do.

“We need to figure out 
how to move this county 
forward. We need to figure 
out how to get along and 
agree to disagree. I want 
to prevent us from moving 
backwards. We have been 
moving backwards for too 
long.”

Smiley said, “We have 
got to work together. We 
have to respect one an-
other. Respect goes a long 
way.”

Butler said there had 
never been a question over 
his 25 years that he would 
follow and implement 
board action. He said he 
would continue to do so.

“If it (the request) is le-
gitimate, I’ll do it and if it is 
not, this board will have to 
decide,” Butler said. 

lighthouse from page A1

age to the door. 
Inside the gift shop, the male went be-

hind the counter to the cash register but 
no items were reported stolen.

The male suspect was described as 
white, thin in build, approximately 140 
pounds, 5’8-5’11 in height with light to me-
dium brown hair. He had long sideburns 
and was wearing a bandana. 

During the burglary he wore a light col-
ored T-shirt with a design on the front left 
side and medium dark colored shorts.

The second suspect was described as a 
white female, thin in build, approximately 
85 pounds, 4’8-5’ in height with shoulder-
length blonde or light-brown hair. She 
wore a tank top shirt with a pair of light 
colored shorts.

The third suspect was described as a 
white female, with a thin to medium build, 
approximately 135-145 pounds, and 5’7-5’9 

in height. Her light to medium brown hair 
was approximately four inches past her 
shoulders in length. 

She wore blue shorts with a pink or red 
T-shirt and a white shirt visible, pulled be-
neath the outer shirt.

Mexico Chief Police Chief Glenn Norris 
said that because of her build, he believes 
the third suspect to be athletic, maybe a 
cheerleader or soccer player.

None of the suspects wore shoes and 
their ages are estimated to be between 
middle teens to early 20s.

Pictures and video have been provided 
to the Gulf County Sheriff ’s Office. Mexico 
Beach authorities have asked for any help 
in identifying the suspects.

Anonymous tips can be given to Crime 
Stoppers at 785-8477 and the Mexico 
Beach Police Department can be reached 
directly at 648-5984.

burglary from page A1

Special to the Star

Mexico Beach police are seeking any information on the three suspects.

mal opening, the Gulf Coast 
Hope Center, located in a 
front building on Scoggins’ 
Five Star Auto business, is 
thriving.

“We help somebody on 
an average of every single 
day,” Scoggins said.

Whether it is with an 
electric bill, a water bill or 
rent, a prescription or a 
meal, the Gulf Coast Hope 
Center offers a hand. After 
filling out a brief form, pro-
viding some contact infor-
mation, the center and its 
staff tries to assist.

The Rev. Joe Atkinson 

comes over from the Rescue 
Mission at least every Mon-
day, more if needed, and the 
building has expanded from 
an office to include storage 
and other uses.

“We did that because 
we were having more and 
more requests, whether for 
food or clothing or utility 
bills,” Scoggins said.

Scoggins has also made 
several arrangements with 
local vendors, Billy Dixson 
Taxi Service and Duren’s 
Piggly Wiggly to provide 
transportation and food 
vouchers for the needy.

He also kept his 
word on what the Hope 
Center would not be,  
Scoggins said.

He may take from his 
pocket to provide a meal for 
someone in need, but there 
are no meals cooked or 
served at the Hope Center.

Further, there is no dor-
mitory or bedding for peo-
ple to crash in Gulf County 
for the night.

In fact, Scoggins said his 
arrangement with Dixson 
allows him to provide trans-
portation as far as Panacea 
or Tallahassee.

“They are not sleeping 
under the bridge,” Scoggins 
said of transients. “They are 
more transients – homeless 
people aren’t traveling to 
reach Port St. Joe. But we 
are providing them an op-
portunity to move on.”

He said his relationship 
with local law enforce-
ment is stronger and that 
law enforcement contacts 
him regularly, regardless 
of time of night, when en-
countering those in need of 
a little hope.

“I would say that 90 per-
cent of the people who were 

against this are for us now,” 
Scoggins said. “They have 
seen what we have done.”

The latest outreach ef-
fort came in the past two 
weeks when the Gulf Coast 
Hope Center joined with 
the Rescue Mission on the 
annual Klothes for Kids 
campaign.

Consider it a Klothes for 
Kids of Gulf County.

Scoggins not only re-
ceived boxes upon boxes of 
clothes from local residents, 
he also received shelves of 
food. 

All of it went to local 

families and children.
“We helped 56 fami-

lies and provided 140 kids 
with shoes and clothes for 
school,” Scoggins said. 
“This is a community that 
helps.”

Clothes remain. 
Those seeking assis-

tance on clothes for chil-
dren should call 229-7827 
for an appointment.

“This has been a real 
extension of my minis-
try, it has been phenom-
enal,” Scoggins said. “I feel 
humbled to be able to help 
others.”

hope from page A1

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

Enthusiasm was lacking, but 
the Board of County Commis-
sioners approved a millage rate 
and 2013-14 budget during the 
first public budget hearing Tues-
day night.

After commissioners dis-
cussed but failed to act on any 
substantive changes to the bud-
get — other than approving some 
department- or agency-centric 
changes in cash carry forward 
— they reluctantly approved a 
budget that will mean an 11.94 in-
crease in the millage rate.

A mill is equal to $1 for every 
$1,000 in taxable property value.

The rollback rate, that rate at 
which the county would bring in 
the same property tax as the cur-
rent fiscal year, is actually above 
the current millage rate, in part 
because of declining property 
values, so while the millage rate 
is up, the 11.94 percent does not 
reflect true increases in revenue.

The overall budget, which 
includes all sources of revenue 
including grants, will drop from 
$32.66 million last year to $30.542.

Total property tax collections 
in the general fund would be 
$9.260 million, down from $9.389 
million last year.

The proposed aggregate mill-
age, including general fund and 

fire zones, is 6.8740. The current 
millage is 6.0553 and the rollback 
rate is 6.1408.

But commissioners were not 
satisfied they were able to wring 
all excess from the budget and 
with one more budget hearing, 
5:01 p.m. ET Sept. 24, they stated 
a desire to find more savings.

“We’ve cut to the point that I 
don’t know if we can cut anymore, 
but we still have time to reduce 
it,” Commissioner Warren Yea-
ger said. “I would still like this 
thing to be closer to where we 
are at now.”

Commissioner Ward McDan-
iel suggested, and commission-
ers heeded, going back and look-
ing line by line at the department 
and agency budgets.

He said in perusing those 
lines he found areas of potential 
savings — increases in spending 
he questioned — while acknowl-
edging individual savings might 
not amount to huge sums.

But taken together, McDaniel 
argued, the budget could be fur-
ther reduced. 

He asked staff to assemble 
justification for areas where com-
missioners had questions.

“Just to jump these increases 
in there without justifying them, 
I don’t know about that,” McDan-
iel said. “We have a duty to pinch 
every penny we can. We are fine-
tuning now.”

Commissioners did discuss 

two issues that loomed over this 
year’s budget process as the 
county faced shrinking revenues, 
but took no action for the coming 
year.

A proposal to add 5 cents to 
local gas tax to relieve some of 
the property tax burden from 
landfill operational costs was a 
non-starter, in large measure 
because of the deadline having 
passed for implementing the tax 
for the coming fiscal year.

Yeager said it was the right 
thing to do and urged his fellow 
commissioners to keep the is-
sue on the burner for next year, 
but two commissioners voiced 
opposition.

Commissioner Carmen 
McLemore said the price of gas 
was already too high, that local 
gas taxes were already lofty and 
any further addition would be a 
hardship on citizens.

“I am not in support of it,” 
Commissioner Joanna Bryan 

echoed.
Yeager also broached manda-

tory garbage, saying it was too 
late to move on the issue and 
realize savings for next year, but 
urging that the BOCC at least 
begin the process, likely lengthy, 
to institute mandatory pickup.

“We need to start the pro-
cess,” Yeager said. “We will still 
be able to vote up or down on 
mandatory pickup. At the end 
of the day (mandatory pickup) 
solves a whole lot of problems. 
It will also save the taxpayer 
money.”

McLemore has opposed a 
move to mandatory pickup and a 
referendum to implement a sales 
tax to fund mandatory garbage 
pickup was pushed to November 
2014 due to opposition to manda-
tory garbage on the board.

However, McDaniel seemed to 
be backing off his opposition, not-
ing that both cities have manda-
tory garbage collection and that 

the move would likely “not hurt 
anyone.”

“We are going to have to cross 
the bridge sooner or later, and I’d 
rather it be sooner,” McDaniel 
said.

County administrator Don 
Butler was charged with continu-
ing to explore options with both 
cities and examining whether the 
county could extend its current 
contract, which expires early 
next year, by a few months to co-
incide with the expiration of Port 
St. Joe’s contract.

Port St. Joe’s vendor is Waste 
Pro; the county’s Waste Manage-
ment; the city of Wewahitchka 
contracts with Parker Sanitation.

But linking up with the cities, 
it was suggested, a better overall 
rate for all county residents could 
be negotiated.

WeWahitchka health ServiceS
Sacred Heart Health Systems 

has announced it will open the 
Wewahitchka Health Department 
primary care facility Sept. 23.

The facility has been without 
primary care services since the 
end of June while the transition 
to Sacred Heart was unfolding.

The facility will be open 7 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. CT Monday through 
Friday, with lab and x-ray ser-
vices continuing to be provided 
on Fridays.

An Open House will be 7:30-
8:30 a.m. CT on Sept. 23. 

County continues to look at millage increase
“We need to start the process (of mandatory 
garbage pickup). We will still be able to vote 

up or down on mandatory pickup. At the end 
of the day (it) solves a whole lot of problems. 

It will also save the taxpayer money.”

commissioner Warren Yeager
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 By VALERIE GARMAN
747-5076 | @valeriegarman

vgarman@pcnh.com

PANAMA CITY BEACH — Rec-
reational anglers will enjoy 
a second taste of red snap-
per in Florida’s Gulf waters 
this year.

The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission (FWC) approved 
an Oct. 1-21 supplemental 
season for red snapper in 
state waters at a meeting 
Thursday.

State waters in the Gulf 
span nine nautical miles 
from the shoreline.

While the season is good 
news for private anglers, 
Pam Anderson, the opera-
tional manager at Capt. An-
derson’s Marina in Panama 
City Beach, said charter 
boats that hold a federal 
reef fi sh permit still cannot 
harvest snapper in state 
waters when the federal 
season is closed.

“Right now, it will help 
all of the private anglers 
for sure, and it will help all 
the charter boats that don’t 
have the federal reef fi sh 
permits like we do,” An-
derson said. “Between the 

charter boats and the dive 
boats, we have about 25 that 
do have federal reef fi sh 
permits. They’ll be able to 
fi sh; they just won’t be able 
to harvest red snapper in 
state waters when (the sea-
son) is open.”

However, Anderson 
said they’re still hopeful. 
The Gulf of Mexico Fish-
ery Management Council, 
which manages the species 
in federal waters, also is 
considering a fall snapper 
season but has yet to fi nal-
ize the plans.  

The council met in San 
Antonio last week but de-
cided to delay the decision 

after new information about 
landings during the 2013 
recreational red snapper 
season showed preliminary 
catch estimates were high-
er than expected. 

“If this data is true, it will 
likely be good for us in the 
long run,” said Anderson, 
who expressed frustration 
with the delayed decision.

“We have so many cus-
tomers right now waiting to 
hear whether snapper will 
be open Oct. 1 through 21,” 
she said. “If people know it’s 
open far enough in advance, 
it will bring folks to town. We 
defi nitely want them to have 
the time to make plans.”

U.S. Rep. Steve Souther-
land commended the FWC 
for approving a fall snapper 
season and encouraged fed-
eral fi shery managers to do 
the same.

“This decision is right for 
our fi shermen, it’s good for 
our coastal economies and 
it’s based on undeniable 
science showing a growing 
and healthy red snapper 
fi shery,” Southerland said 
in a news release Thursday. 
“I am hopeful that the Gulf 
of Mexico Fishery Manage-
ment Council will respond in 
a similarly responsible fash-
ion and open a fall season in 
federal waters, as well.”

Additionally, the FWC 
eliminated a Feb. 1-March 
31 closure affecting sev-
eral grouper species in the 
Gulf of Mexico, including 
black, red, red hind, rock 
hind, scamp, yellowfi n and 
yellowmouth.

According to offi cials, 
the closure originally was 
adopted as an effort to re-
build the gag grouper pop-
ulations during spawning 
season, but gag grouper 
now has a separate harvest 
season from July 1 through 
Dec. 3.

Special to The Star 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission (FWC) at its 
commission meeting last week passed 
a rule prohibiting the importation of 
live captive deer into Florida from 
out-of-state sources.

The rule was passed in an effort to 
reduce the chances of chronic wast-
ing disease (CWD) being introduced 
into the state. 

Eighteen other states, including 
Georgia and Alabama, also prohibit 
the importation of live cervids (deer, 
elk and moose).

CWD is not known to affect people 
but is a contagious neurological dis-
ease affecting cervids. It is always 
fatal, and there is no known cure or 
vaccine. So far, the disease has been 
discovered in 22 states, two Canadian 
provinces and in South Korea.

To implement the decision imme-
diately, the FWC also issued an ex-
ecutive order prohibiting importation 
of cervids effective Sept. 6. The order 
includes limited exemptions for rein-
deer and zoos.

The Commission also directed the 
executive director to create a working 
group to include the industry to devel-

op other measures to safeguard the 
state from CWD. If these other mea-
sures are determined to be suffi cient 
to adequately reduce risk, the Com-
mission gives the executive director 
authority to then allow importation. 

Since the beginning of May, the 
FWC has received much public com-
ment on this and answered questions 
and concerns. During this process, 
those who have deer farms and hunt-
ing preserves , hunters and conser-
vationists provided suggestions for 
additional prevention measures to 
consider. The Commission used this 
important feedback to guide its deci-
sion making.

For more information on chronic 
wasting disease, this rule and the 
CWD Alliance, go to MyFWC.com/
CWD. To see the executive order, go to 
MyFWC.com/About and select “Inside 
FWC” then “Executive Director.”

Special to The Star

TALLAHASSEE — Gov. Rick 
Scott and the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission announced 
four additional license-free 
fi shing days.   

“Florida’s license-free 
fi shing days are the perfect 
opportunity for people to 
try, or introduce a friend to, 
some of the fi nest fi shing 
in the world. Florida’s rec-
reational freshwater and 
saltwater fi shing industry 

has an $8.9 billion econom-
ic impact and events like 
these help grow the indus-
try even more. I’m excited 
that the FWC has adopted 
four more license-free fi sh-
ing days for a total of eight 
days per year. These days 
are a great way to intro-
duce more Floridians to 
the lifetime sport of fi sh-
ing,” Scott said. 

Florida currently offers 
the public four license-free 
fi shing days per year, where 
the requirement to have a 

recreational fi shing license 
is waived for residents and 
visitors. Saltwater license-
free fi shing days this year 
were on June 1 and Sept. 
1 and freshwater’s were 
April 6 and June 8. 

During its Sept. 5 meet-
ing, the FWC added four 
more license-free fi shing 
days to the calendar, and 
the Florida Legislature ap-
proved this increase earlier 
this year.

The additional saltwater 
license-free fi shing days 

will be Oct. 12 and Nov. 30 
and additional freshwater 
license-free days will be 
Nov. 29 and Dec. 28. 

The commission also set 
dates for 2014 and beyond. 
All eight days will now fall 
on the same day of the week 
from year to year, allowing 
potential anglers to plan 
fi shing trips in advance. 

For 2014 and beyond, 
the following dates will be 
license-free fi shing days:

Saltwater: First Satur-
day and Sunday in June; 

fi rst Saturday in Septem-
ber; Saturday following 
Thanksgiving.

Freshwater: First Sat-
urday and Sunday in April; 
second Saturday and Sun-
day in June

To make these events 
accessible to as many peo-
ple as possible, the FWC 
planned these dates around 
holiday weekends and na-
tional events and National 
Fishing and Boating Week. 
Highlighted by signifi cant 
national media coverage 

and public events, National 
Fishing and Boating Week 
promotes boating and fi sh-
ing across the country as 
fun and healthy outdoor 
activities.

Plan your fi shing experi-
ence today, but don’t forget, 
all other regulations such 
as seasons, size limits and 
bag limits still apply on 
these days. Visit MyFWC.
com/Fishing to learn more 
about saltwater and fresh-
water fi shing in Florida. 

Star Staff Report

The Port St. Joe Marina 
will hold its fi rst Queenfi sh 
Tournament on Sept. 21.

The in-shore competi-
tion will require a $50 entry 
fee for boats and the win-
ner will take home a guar-
anteed fi rst place prize of 
$500. Register in advance 
at the Marina, Half Hitch 
or Bluewater Outriggers. 
All registrants receive a 
Queenfi sh Tournament 
T-shirt.

Marina Dockhand Ha-
leigh McDaniel coordinated 

the event and said she was 
excited to bring another 
tournament to Port St. Joe. 

“It might be called the 
Queenfi sh Tournament, 
but it’s not just for wom-
en,” she said.

The Captain’s Meeting 
for the tournament will 
take place on Sept. 20 at 
the marina. Festivities will 
include a cookout, tour-
nament registration and 
raffl es. Prizes will include 
Half Hitch gift cards, fi sh-
ing rods, a two-night stay 
on Black’s Island and more 
to be announced.

Scott, FWC add license-free fi shing days to calendar

Email outdoors 
news to tcroft@

starfl .com
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Gag grouper are starting to show up in shallow water 
this week. Good reports from Mexico Beach and south 
of the cape are coming in daily. Live pin fish or now, 
live finger mullet are great baits and plentiful still. King-
fish are still hanging out around near shore structures 
and in the channels as well. A few flounder have been  
caught in 20 ft  of water this week, so the fall feeding 
patterns are taking effect.

Redfish have invaded our coast this week and the past 
weekend. Many good slot-sized fish have been caught 
under the George Tapper Bridge using all types of bait. 
However, tides will be a factor here. Scallops are still 
plentiful as we enter into the last month of the season. 
Presnell’s channel, the pot holes and the dog end chan-
nel are all holding good sized shells right now.

Port St. Joe Marina to 
host queenfi sh tourney

FWC passes rule prohibiting importation of deer

FWC approves fall snapper season

FWC | Special to The Star
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Star Staff Report

As the season gets underway 
this week, the Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. 
High School cross country team 
is raising funds.

As a non-revenue sport, cross 
country must support itself, so 
from 3-6 p.m. ET Friday, Sept. 
13, enjoy a low-country boil at 
Frank Pate Park courtesy of the 
cross country program.

For $10, guests will receive a 
half-pound of shrimp, corn and 
potatoes.

“We have almost 30 kids out 
this year, which is great,” said 
Derek Kurnitsky, who coaches 

the boys’ team; Sandy Quinn 
coaches the girls.

“We have 24 state titles in 
sports here because we all coach 
together,” Kurnitsky said. “We 
promote two-sport athletes.”

The promotion is borne out 
in cross country, where athletes 
from soccer, boys’ and girls’ 
basketball and baseball are 
competing.

“It’s a great way for the 
athletes to stay in shape,” Kur-
nitsky said. “They are running 
to help cross country and also 
helping other sports as well.”

The fi rst meet of the season 
was Wednesday at Cottondale.

Star Staff Report

Fifth-year Coach Gary Hind-
ley held his initial organizational 
meeting for the Port St. Joe Jr./
Sr. High School soccer program 
last week, welcoming 45 players, 
25 boys and 20 girls.

Practice for the coming sea-
son offi cially opens Oct. 7 for the 
Lady Tiger Sharks and Oct. 14 for 
the Tiger Sharks.

The boys return 14 players, 
six starters, from a team that fi n-
ished 13-3-1 overall last year, 7-0-
1 in District 1-1A.

Among the returnees is ju-
nior forward Marcel Duarte and 
senior midfi elder Drew Lacour, 
each an all-District player last 
year. 

Duarte, who led the entire 
Bay/Franklin/Gulf area in scor-
ing last year, notched 32 goals 
and has 59 for his career. The 
school record is 72 goals held by 
JMason Ray (2007-10). 

Lacour is closing in the school 
record for assists. He has 22, 
trailing school record holder 
Daniel May (2008-11) by fi ve.

“It will be hard to replace our 
fi ve graduating players, four of 
which earned all-District honors, 
but it will be exciting to see how 
far our younger players have de-
veloped and progressed,” Hind-
ley said. “We will be missing our 
outstanding starting goalkeeper 
from last year (Tucker Smith, 

1.257 GAA) and three of our start-
ing defenders, so putting that 
back in place during early season 
will be our priority.”

The Tiger Sharks will host a 
preseason Jamboree on Nov. 2, 
before opening the regular sea-
son at North Bay Haven in Pan-
ama City on Nov. 19.

The Lady Tiger Shark booters 
return 13 players from last year’s 
10-6-1 squad. Eight of those were 
consistent starters, including all-
District players junior Christian 
Laine (3 goals, 2 assists), senior 
defender Brittney Shoemaker 
(3,5) and junior midfi elder Haley 
Wood (1,4), along with forwards 

Lexie McGhee (8,1) and Allie 
Strippling (3, 2), both seniors, and 
sophomore Kathleen Rish (13).

“We will be a young squad 
overall, so we will have to de-
pend on our few experienced 
players to hold us together, un-
til the younger players get the 
concepts of playing at this level,” 
said Hindley, who has a 75-47-10 
record at Port St. Joe.

The Lady Tiger Sharks will 
also host a Preseason Jamboree 
on Oct. 26, before also opening at 
North Bay Haven on Nov. 19.

Coach Hindley will once again 
be assisted by third-year coach 
Eli Duarte. 

Star Staff Report

The Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. High 
School varsity and junior varsity 
volleyball teams split a pair of 
games last week.

The Lady Tiger Sharks 
opened the week on the road 
against North Bay Haven Char-
ter Academy out of Panama 
City.

The junior varsity played 
fi rst and played hard, but North 
Bay Haven won the match in 
straight-sets, 17-25 and 18-25. 

Ashely Kennedy, Halie Jasin-
ski and Brooklynn Quinn were 
100 percent from the serving 
line, but team errors in pass-
ing were too much to overcome, 
said Coach Wayne Taylor. 

The varsity team took the 
fl oor and pulled out a hard 
fought victory in three fi ve sets, 
18-25, 26-24, 25-14, 19-25, 15-12. 

Junior Shannon Pridgeon 
led the team in kills with eight. 
Sophomore Callie Fleshren and 
junior Haley Wood led the team 
in serving with 100 percent, and 
Stephanie Brinkmeier, a junior, 
led in service aces with nine.

Their season record now 
stands at 3-0.

The Port St Joe junior varsity 
had an impressive victory over 
Bay High two nights later. Port 
St Joe won the match in two 
sets, 25-13 and 25-12. Teiyahna 
Hutchinson led the team in at-
tacks and kills with fi ve kills 
for an 83 percent effi ciency rat-
ing. Halie Jasinski led the team 
in service aces with eight and 
was 94 percent from the service 
line.

The junior varsity is now 2-1.
The varsity girls were not as 

fortunate, dropping their fi rst 
match of the year.

“It was a hard fought match 

and could have gone either way,” 
Taylor said of the set scores 25-
20, 10-25, 23-25 and 19-25. 

Haley Wood was perfect 
from the serving line, and Cal-
lie Fleshren led the team in kills 
with six. The Lady Tiger Sharks 
struggled from the service line 
with only 82 percent accuracy. 

“I thought the girls played 
hard and had a good match. We 
are working on a system one 
piece at a time. It’s starting to 
come together and this is a great 
group of girls,” Taylor said.

The Lady Tiger Sharks won 
at Wewahitchka on Monday, 
with the junior varsity winning 
in three sets and the varsity in 
four.

Celeste Chiles was 100 per-
cent from the service line with 
three aces for the junior varsity 
while Hutchinson had six kills 
on eight attacks. 

Wood was 100 percent from 
the service line with 12 serves, 
four for aces, and had three kills 
for the varsity.

The Lady Tiger Sharks were 
led in kills by Pridgeon with 
nine on 32 attempts. Overall, 
the team had 31 kills on 136 
attempts. Team serving per-
centage has improved to 89 
percent.

“We have to get our serv-
ing percentage into the mid to 
upper 90 percent range,” Tay-
lor said. “However, I am very 
pleased with the way we contin-
ue to scrap and pull out wins in 
the fourth and fi fth sets. It says 
a lot about their determination 
and stamina.” 

The varsity is 4-1, 1-0 in dis-
trict play.

Tonight, Port St. Joe will be 
home Bozeman. JV starts at 6 
p.m. and varsity follows at about 
7 p.m. ET.

Star Staff Report

The Wewahitchka Gators 
football team had a lead and the 
ball in the fourth quarter and 
couldn’t hold on to either.

Cottondale (2-0) scored a late 
touchdown to tie the game and 
won it with a touchdown in the 
fi rst overtime to secure a 22-14 
win over Wewahitchka (0-2).

The Gators scored early on 
a 13 rushing touchdown from 
junior fullback Javar Hill and 
added a second-half touchdown 
to cement a 14-6 advantage af-
ter Hill broke a 46-yard touch-
down run.

Peter Setterich converted 
after-point kicks following each 
Gator touchdown.

But the Hornets scored late 
in the fourth quarter and added 
a two-point conversion to knot 

the game during regular time 
and did the same in the fi rst 
overtime for the win.

Wewahitchka had two 
touchdowns, one in the fi rst 
half and another in the fourth 
quarter, called back on holding 
penalties.

Hill fi nished with 128 yards 
and two touchdowns on 17 car-
ries and Rashard Ranie also 
eclipsed 100 yards with 14 car-
ries for 112 yards.

Ranie was 3 for 9 through 
the air for 52 yards and one 
interception.

Issac Madrid caught two 
passes for 38 yards for the Ga-
tors. Tanner Harden had one 
catch for 14 yards and Jonathan 
Palmer added 25 rushing yards 
on 10 carries.

Tad Gaskin had an intercep-
tion for Wewahitchka.

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl .com

Port St. Joe coach Chuck Gan-
non praised his team for playing 
three-and-a-half tough quarters.

Those fi nal minutes, however, 
were game-changers.

The host Tiger Sharks (1-1) 
played a bigger, faster, deeper Bay 
High (2-0) to a near-draw over the 
fi rst three periods but seemed to 
run out of steam in the fi nal quar-
ter in losing 19-0 at Shark Field.

Neither team managed much 
offense, but the Tornadoes con-
verted the few opportunities pro-
vided to escape with a win in a 
contest far closer than the score.

“This is about what I expect-
ed,” Bay coach Jimmy Longer-
beam said. “We saw on fi lm that 
they are a well-coached team that 
plays hard. They played very hard. 
Take your hat off to them.”

One week after the Tiger 
Sharks carved up more than 
400 yards of total offense, the 
teams could not combine for that 
amount. 

Bay totaled 293 yards, 88 of 
that coming on 27 tough carries 
by Raekwon Webb. 

Quarterback Xavier Longer-
beam passed for 183 yards, 96 on 
a single fi nal-period play.

“We played hard, lights out,” 
Gannon said. “We made them 
earn everything they got. We 
played hard, physical football. I 
am happy for the kids.”

Port St. Joe never found any 
offensive rhythm, particularly the 
two times they had the ball in Bay 
territory with a chance to strike.

The Tiger Sharks rushed for 44 
yards and added just 14 in the air.

“We played great defense,” 
Longerbeam said. “We were in 
the red zone a couple of times and 
they made the plays, so credit to 
them. We came out healthy and 
came out with a win. We just need 
to keep rolling ahead.”

In a fi rst half dominated by 
punt teams, Port St. Joe had the 
fi rst chance when a fumbled snap 
on a Bay punt put the Tiger Sharks 
in business at the Tornado 16.

Port St. Joe could go nowhere 
— a slant pass from Drew Lacour 
to Dwayne Griggs inside the 5 was 
broken up — and Bay stopped 
Port St. Joe on downs.

An 8-yard punt by Griggs — 
who would leave the game in third 
quarter with a concussion after a 
violent collision while on defense 
— just past the midpoint in the 
second quarter gave Bay the fi rst 
scoring opportunity.

The Tornadoes took over at the 
Tiger Shark 23 and Webb picked 
the yardage up in three carries, 
scoring from the 4. The extra 
point by Blake Whitmire made it 
7-0.

At halftime, the teams had 
combined for just 104 yards.

The theme continued through 
the fi rst nine minutes of the sec-
ond half before Bay took over at 
its 27.

The Tornadoes, with Port 
St. Joe appearing to tire a bit, 
marched 73 yards in 14 plays, con-
suming 7:12 of the clock. 

Webb slipped outside and 
through two tacklers on a 15-yard 
jaunt to score; the extra point was 
off and it was 13-0.

Port St. Joe was three-and-out 
before a wild series of plays led to 
Bay’s fi nal touchdown.

The Tornadoes failed to move 
and faced a third-and-11 at their 
23. A middle screen from the 
younger Longerbeam to Markeis 
Goodman appeared to break wide 
open for the touchdown, but the 
play was called back for an illegal 
block.

Bay was also hit with an un-
sportsmanlike conduct penalty 
protesting the call. 

From the 4, Longerbeam found 
Michael Layfi eld in the deep mid-
dle of the fi eld. Layfi eld turned 
outside past his defender and was 
gone for a 96-yard touchdown.

The extra point kick again 
missed, and the clock melted 
away without any further offense.

“We had a couple of series 
where we probably needed to 
score because we weren’t go-
ing to get many chances against 
them,” Gannon said. “We played 
hard for three-and-a-half quar-
ters, and we just kind of died a 
little at the end.

“But we had guys playing of-
fense, defense, special teams, who 
didn’t come off the fi eld. I thought 
we played really hard.”

Gators fall 
in overtime

PSJ cross country to 
host low-country boil

PSJ varsity takes 2 of 
3 on volleyball court
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The school career scoring record is within sight for junior 
Marcel Duarte.

COURTESY OF WAYNE TAYLOR | Special to The Star

The Port St. Joe defense, seen in action against Wewahitchka, allowed just 124 yards during the 
fi rst 24 minutes of play against Bay. 

Bay stifl es Port St. Joe

Preseason soccer turnout strong
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Vault Bags loaded with U.S. Gov’t issued coins are up for grabs as thousands of U.S. residents stand to miss the deadline to claim
the money; now any resident of Florida who finds their zip code listed below gets to claim the bags of money for themselves and
keep any valuable coins found inside by covering the Vault Bag fee within the next 2 days

PORT ST. JOE AREA RESIDENTS CASH IN: Pictured above and protected by armed guards are the Overstuffed Money Bags con-
taining 10 individual Vault Bags full of money that everyone is trying to get. That’s because each Vault Bag is known to contain over 100
U.S. Gov’t issued coins some dating back to the early 1900s.

State zip codes determine who gets free Silver coins

FLORIDA - The phone lines are ringing
off the hook.
That’s because for the next 2 days Vault

Bags containing valuableU.S. Gov’t issued
coins are actually being handed over to
Port St. Joe area residents who find their
zip code listed in today’s publication.
“Now that the bags of money are up

for grabs Florida residents are claiming
as many as they can get before they’re all
gone. That’s because after the Vault Bags
were loaded with over 100 U.S. Gov’t is-
sued coins the bags were sealed for good.
But, we do know that some of the coins
date clear back to the early 1900s, includ-
ing: Silver, scarce, highly collectible, and
currently circulating U.S. Gov’t issued
nickels, dimes and quarter dollars, so
there’s no telling what you’ll find until you
sort through all the coins,” said Timothy
J. Shissler, Chief Numismatist for the pri-
vate World Reserve.
The only thing residents need to do is

find their zip code on the Distribution List
printed in today’s publication. If their zip
code is on the list, they need to immediate-
ly call the National Claim Hotline before
the 2-day order deadline ends.
Everyone who does is being given the

90% pure Silver Walking Liberty coin for
free just by covering the fee for each Vault
Bag loadedwith over 100U.S. Gov’t issued
coins for only $99 each as long as they call
before the deadline ends.
Since this advertising announcement

can’t stop dealers and collectors from
hoarding any of the valuable coins they
can get their hands on, theWorld Reserve
had to set a strict limit of ten Vault Bags
per resident.
“Coin values always fluctuate and there

are never any guarantees, but those who
get in on this now will be the really smart
ones. Just think what some of these coins
could be worth someday,” said Shissler.
Each Vault Bag is loaded in part with

highly sought after collector coins dating
clear back to the 1900s including a 90%
pure Silver Walking Liberty Half Dollar,
an EisenhowerDollar, some of the last ever
mintedU.S. Dollars, KennedyHalf Dollars,
Silver Mercury Dimes, rarely seen Liber-
ty ‘V’ Nickels, nearly 100 year old Buffalo
Nickels and a big scoop of unsearched cur-
rently circulating U.S. Gov’t issued nick-
els, dimes and quarter dollars.
“We’re bracing for all the calls because

there are just hours left for residents to
get the Silver Walking Liberty coin free,”
he said.
So, Port St. Joe area residents lucky

enough to find their zip code listed in to-
day’s publication need to immediately call
the National Claim Hotlines before the
2-day deadline ends to get the SilverWalk-
ing Liberty coin free. If lines are busy keep
trying, all calls will be answered. ■

■ LOADED WITH OVER 100 COINS:
The phone lines are ringing off the hook.
That’s because thousands of sealed Vault
Bags each loaded with over 100 U.S. Gov’t
issued coins some dating back to the early
1900s including: Silver, scarce, highly collect-
ible, and currently circulating coins are being
handed over to Port St. Joe area residents.

How to claim the bags of U.S. Gov’t issued coins: Read the important information
listed below about claiming the Vault Bags. Then call the National Claim Hotline before the 2-day
deadline ends at: 1-888-282-6742

FREE: WALKING LIBERTY
RED BOOK COLLECTOR
VALUE $15 to $325

ENLARGED TO SHOW
DETAIL. YEAR VARIES

1916-1947

VALUABLE:
90% PURE

SILVER

Who gets to claim the bags of money: Thousands of U.S. residents stand to miss the deadline to claim the money. Now
Port St. Joe area residents who find the first two digits of their zip code listed in today’s publication and beat the 2-day deadline
get to claim the bags of money for themselves and keep all the U.S. Gov’t issued coins found inside.

I keep calling and can’t get through: That’s because each Vault Bag is guaranteed to contain a free Silver Walking Liberty
coin and just that one coin alone could be worth $15-$325 in collector value. So thousands of residents are calling to claim
as many Vault Bags as they can get before they’re all gone. In fact, since the Vault Bag fee is just $99 everyone is claiming as
many bags as they can before the deadline ends. So if lines are busy keep trying, all calls will be answered.

How much are the Vault Bags worth: Coin values always fluctuate and there are never any guarantees, but here’s why
Florida residents are claiming as many Vault Bags as they can get before they’re all gone. After the Vault Bags were loaded with
over 100 U.S. Gov’t issued coins including: Silver, scarce, highly collectible, and a big scoop of unsearched currently circulating
U.S. Gov’t issued coins the bags were sealed for good. But we do know that some of the coins date back to the 1900s. That
means there’s no telling what you’ll find until you sort through all the coins. So you better believe at just $99 the Vault Bag fee
is a real steal since the free Silver Walking Liberty coin alone could be worth from $15 to $325 in collector value.

Are the Silver Walking Liberty coins really Free: Yes. All Port St. Joe area residents who beat the 2-day deadline are
instantly being awarded a Silver Walking Liberty coin issued by the U.S. Gov’t between 1916-1947 free with each Vault Bag
they claim.

Why is the Vault Bag fee so low: Because thousands of U.S. residents have missed the deadline to claim the money the
World Reserve has re-allocated Vault Bags that will be scheduled to be sent out in the next 2 days. That means the money is up
for grabs and now any resident who finds the first two digits of their zip code on the Distribution List below gets to claim the bags
of money for themselves and keep all the U.S. Gov’t issued coins found inside. Each Vault Bag fee is set at $149 for residents who
miss the 2 day deadline, but for those who beat the 2-day deadline the Vault Bag fee is just $99 as long as they call the National
Claim Hotline before the deadline ends at: 1-888-282-6742.
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UNITED STATES ZIP CODE DISTRIBUTION LIST
Alabama

35, 36

Alaska
99

Arizona
85, 86

Arkansas
71, 72

California
N/A

Colorado
80, 81

Connecticut
06

Delaware
19

Florida
32, 33, 34

Georgia
30, 31, 39

Hawaii
96

Idaho
83

Illinois
60, 61, 62

Indiana
46, 47

Iowa
50, 51, 52

Kansas
66, 67

Kentucky
40, 41, 42

Louisiana
70, 71

Maine
03, 04

Maryland
20, 21

Massachusetts
01, 02, 05

Michigan
48, 49

Minnesota
55, 56

Mississippi
38, 39

Missouri
63, 64, 65

Montana
59

Nebraska
68, 69

Nevada
88, 89

New Hampshire
03

New Jersey
07, 08

New Mexico
87, 88

New York
00, 10, 11, 12

13, 14

North Carolina
27, 28

North Dakota
58

Ohio
41, 43, 44, 45

Oklahoma
73, 74

Oregon
97

Pennsylvania
15, 16, 17,

18, 19

Rhode Island
02

South Carolina
29

South Dakota
57

Tennessee
37, 38

Texas
75, 76, 77
78, 79, 88

Utah
84

Vermont
N/A

Virginia
20, 22, 23, 24
Washington

98, 99
West Virginia

24, 25, 26
Wisconsin

53, 54
Wyoming

82, 83
Washington DC

20

11
16
25

2



By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl .com

There’s a reason Juan Ponce de 
Leon named Florida after the Span-
ish word for fl ower. 

When he landed, they were 
everywhere.

Local artists Leslie Wentzell and 
Dolores Lowery were two of 500 art-
ists chosen from across the state of 
Florida to participate in Miami artist, 
Xavier Cortada’s, living garden ex-
hibit, aptly named FLOR500. 

The participatory art, nature and 
history project was designed to com-
memorate Florida’s quincentennial. 
The project gave viewers a glimpse 
of what the state’s landscape was like 
500 years ago. 

For historical accuracy the orga-
nizers of the exhibit worked with sci-
entists to identify 500 native wildfl ow-
ers that were around when de Leon 
landed. The selection was divided into 
eight regions and represents each of 
the state’s 67 counties.

The Region One gallery, which 
contained entrants from Northwest 
Florida, has been on exhibit in Tal-
lahassee at the 621 Gallery, the Bay 
County Library and most recently, the 
Amelia Center Gallery at Gulf Coast 
State College in Panama City.

Lowery owns and operates the 
Seagrass Gallery out of The Grove 
in Mexico Beach and was one of the 
fi rst artists to enter the participatory 
exhibition. 

She heard about the project 
through the Society of Expressive 
Artists (SEA) and submitted a work of 
art for consideration. A month letter 
she received her acceptance letter 
and was provided a list of not-chosen 
fl owers to choose from for the gallery.

Wentzell, operator of The Artery 
studio in Port St. Joe heard about 
the project through the Gulf Alliance 
for Local Arts (GALA) and said she 
found the idea intriguing, especially 
since there was no free for artists, a 
rare thing when it comes to exhibits.

Each artist was to create a work 
of art of a fl ower from their region. 
Though Lowery could have chosen a 

“Trivia Fun” with 
Wilson Casey, Guinness 
World Record Holder 
from Woodruff, S.C., is 
published in more than 
500 newspapers across 
the country and is a weekly 
feature in The Port St. Joe 
Star.

1) In the early 1400s 
what was the Mongol 

prince, Ulugh Beg, 
considered as the 
world’s greatest? 

Singer, Shoemaker, 
Astronomer, Swimmer

2) What was a man 
called who supported 
the feminist movement 
of the mid 1800s? 

Aunt Nancy, Bean Boy, 
Pie-maker, Cousin Sue

3) In 1974 who was 
on the fi rst-ever cover 
of People magazine?

Mia Farrow, Gloria 
Vanderbilt, Faye Dunaway, 
Amanda Blake

4) 90% of the licorice 

imported into the U.S. is 
used by what industry?

Glue, Tobacco, Candy, 
Juice

5) From the nursery 
rhyme what did Tom, 
Tom, the piper’s son 
steal?   

Cow, Goat, Pony, Pig

6) What was the 
last name of “Typhoid 
Mary”, the cook who 
spread the disease? 

Evans, Mallon, Anderson, 
Cranford

7) What number from 
the last-row was JFK 

assassin, Lee Harvey 
Oswald, captured at 
the Texas Theatre? 

Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth   

8) Where was the 
telescope invented 
and fi rst used as a 
war weapon to spy on 
enemy ships? 

Netherlands, Spain, Italy, 
Greece   

9) The Wicked Witch 
of which direction 
is/was fl attened by a 
house in “The Wizard 
of Oz”? 

North, South, East, West
10) Who was the 

fi rst person to win two 
Nobel Prizes?

Alfred Nobel, John 
Bardeen, Linus Pauling, 
Marie Curie

11) Of these which 
can jump 30,000 times 
without stopping?

Frog, Cricket, Flea, 
Grasshopper

12) What main river 
fl ows through Rome, 
Italy?

Euphrates, Tiber, Danube, 
Tigre

13) From “The Andy 
Griffi th Show” what 

year was Andy a 
graduate of Mayberry 
Union High? 

1940, 1945, 1950, 1955

14) In what year 
were “Bonnie and 
Clyde” ambushed and 
killed by a posse of 
police offi cers? 

1926, 1934, 1942, 1951

ANSWERS 
1)  Astronomer. 2)  Aunt 

Nancy. 3)  Mia Farrow. 4)  
Tobacco. 5)  Pig. 6)  Mallon. 
7)  Third. 8)  Netherlands. 9)  
East. 10) Marie Curie. 11) 
Flea. 12) Tiber. 13) 1945. 
14) 1934. 
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By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl .com

The Mexico Beach Civic 
Association will again this 
year be a part of the Ocean 
Conservancy’s movement 
for ‘Trash Free Seas” when 
the 28th annual Internation-
al Coastal Cleanup takes 
place next weekend.

The cleanup at Mexico 
Beach will begin at 8:30 a.m. 
CT on Saturday, Sept. 21 at 
Sunset Park. The cleanup 
will continue until 10:30 a.m.

“This is a great family 
activity,” said Jane Mathis of 
the Mexico Beach Civic As-

sociation. “Meet some new 
people! Just show up; there 
is no need to register ahead 
of time.”

The Mexico Beach volun-
teers join hundreds of thou-
sands across the globe who 
participate in this annual 
event. The International 
Coast Cleanup is the world’s 
largest volunteer effort to 
help protect our ocean, lakes 
and rivers. 

Volunteers spend a few 
hours removing trash and 
debris from beaches, lakes, 
and rivers keeping track 
of every piece of trash they 
fi nd. Ocean Conservancy 
uses that information to 

produce an annual snapshot 
of the problem of marine 
debris. 

In the past 27 years, more 
than 9.6 million volunteers 
have removed 160 million 
pounds of trash from rough-
ly 330,000 miles of coastline 
and waterways in 153 coun-
tries and locations.

“Last year volunteers 
picked up a quantity of trash 
equivalent to the weight of 
10 jumbo jets, which dem-
onstrates the more people 
who come out, the bigger 
impact we can have,” said 
Nicholas Mallos, marine JANE MATHIS | Special to The Star

Thirty-seven volunteers picked up more than 800 pounds of trash in 2012 along 
the coast of Mexico Beach.

Cleaning the oceans
28th annual International Coastal 

Cleanup kicks off next weekend

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl .com

Art in Port St. Joe has just received an 
upgrade.

Five years ago Patti Blaylock, Dana Boyer and 
Nancy Swider successfully operated the Taste of 
the Coast Committee, a group whose art shows 
and auctions were paired with area restaurants 
for tastings to raise awareness for the burgeoning 
Gulf Coast art community. 

While in operation they gave more than $25,000 
in scholarships to up-and-coming artists and art-
based facilities working alongside the Gulf County 
Chamber of Commerce, the Gulf Alliance for Local 
Arts and the Gulf County Scholarship Committee.

While the group disbanded four years ago, 
the members recently discovered $1,900 left over 
in the account and were able to award two fi nal 
scholarships.

 One went to art teacher Julie Hodges, the other 
to Leslie Wentzell of the local studio, The Artery. 

Hodges, the art teacher at Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. 
High School used her scholarship to purchase ad-
ditional supplies for her Art 2 class.

“I was pleasantly surprised,” said Hodges when 
she was notifi ed that she’d be receiving funds from 
the group. “I had been making a wish list just in 
case I found extra funding.”

With her portion of the scholarship she was able 
to buy tabletop easels, stretched canvases, artist-
grade watercolor paints and oil paints for the new 
school year.

See CLEANUP B5

WES LOCHER | The Star

Port St. Joe Jr./Sr. High School student 
Jacobi Jones paints on a stretched canvas 
purchased with funds from the fi nal Taste of 
the Coast scholarship.

Taste of the Coast 
gives the gift 

of art one last time

See TASTE B5

SPECIAL TO THE STAR

 Leslie Wentzell’s Flowering Dogwood was crafted in ceramic.

Area artists celebrate 
Florida wildfl owersFlor500

DOLORES LOWERY | Special to The Star

Dolores Lowery painted the Adam’s Needle using photo-encaustic 
and acrylic paints.See FLOWERS B5
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TheHumaneSocietyonceagainhasseveral littersofkittensavailable. Thesesweet littlekittenswillbeready
togohomesoon. Youneedtocomeinnowtomakesureyoudonotmissoutonthecutestkittens inthearea.
These little kits are potty training and use a lot of litter. If youwant to donate to their potty training, drop
offabagortwo. Theywillappreciate it. Ifyoucannotadopt,perhapsyoucanfoster. Allsuppliesprovided.

All pets adopted from SJBHS will be current on
vaccinations and spayed/neutered. Please do not
hesitate to email townsend.hsdirector@gmail.
com or adoptbaystjoe@gmail.com or call the St.
Joseph Bay Humane Society at 850-227-1103 and
ask forMelodyorDebbie!Applicationsareavailable
at www.sjbhumanesociety.org We require all
potential adopters to complete an application
form. Adoptionfees includeourcostof spay/neuter
andcurrentvaccinations.
OurhoursfortheshelterareTuesday-Saturdayfrom
10am-4pm!

Faith'sThriftHut isalways inneedofdonationsalso,andall theproceedsgodirectlytosupporttheanimals
in our care! The hours for the store are Thursday-Saturday from 10 am-3 pm. Volunteers are always
welcome at both our store and our shelter! Our store and shelter location is 1007 Tenth Street in Port St.
Joe!Hope to seeyouall there soon!

Ifyouaremissingapetorwanttoadoptanewpet,pleasecheckwithyourlocalHumaneSocietyorShelter.
FollowusonFacebook: St. JosephBayHumaneSociety

www.sjbhumanesociety.org
If you are missing a pet or want to adopt a new pet, please check with your local Humane Society or Shelter.

Follow us on Facebook: St. Joseph Bay Humane Society

OF THE
WEEKPET

St. Joseph Bay Humane Society

45
14

86
6Sponsor the Pet of theWeek!

for ONLY $15 per week
$60 per month

Call Today
Wayne Kight 227.1290 or Kari Fortune 227.7847
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Our local real estate experts have identified what they feel are the best values around and are offering them to you in Real Estate Picks!
(In this section), Discover the best real estate values in Mexico Beach, Port St. Joe, Apalachicola, Cape San Blas,

St. George Island, Carrabelle and surrounding areas.

Real Estate Picks
Best Values on the Forgotten Coast

Sell your liStingS Here!
• Only $35 per week per listing
• Minimum 2 ads per week
or 1 ad for 2 weeks

Contact Wayne or Kari for details:
(850)227-1290 or (850)227-7847

SOLD
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Preston Russ
850-227-8890 | 850-227-7770
www.coastalrealtyinfo.com

MLS 245308 • $295,000 • Cape San Blas

There is plenty of room with 4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths
and 3 decks to enjoy the view the gorgeous sunsets.
Over 2,000 sq ft. of living space with private elevator
access to each level. Tile Floors and crown molding in
kitchen, dining and living areas. 540 sq ft. of decks.
Beautifully furnished and ready for you.
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• The finest in Physical Fitness and Self Defense
• Classes for Male and Female of all ages
• Karate, Kung Fu and Tai Chi

CLASSES BEGIN:
Monday, September 16th

CLASSES held at the Senior Center
FOR INFO: (850) 258.8039
Sensei Curtis Cryderman

CLASSES BEGIN:
Monday, September 16th

CLASSES held at the Senior Center

Social Security
DiSability

Supplemental Security
income (SSi)

Children and Adults
No Fee or Cost If No Recovery

Gayle Speed RinGo
attoRney at law

Apalachicola, FL
(850) 292-7059 | (850) 944-6020 FAX

gsrlaw@bellsouth.net

Offering
Independent Living,
Assisted Living, and

Respite.

Models NowOpen!

141 Kaelyn Lane
Port St. Joe, Florida �����

���-���-����

OpenHouse
September 17th,

� - � p.m.

Wine and
hors d’oeuvres
will be served.

#AL�����
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Anthonys celebrate 23 years of marriage
James and Renee Anthony of Port St. Joe 

celebrated 23 years of blessed marriage, love, joy and 
happiness on Sept. 5.

Elizabeth Grace (Lily) 
Landrum is born

Nathan and Jennifer, along 
with brothers Bobby and Jackson, 
proudly announce the arrival of 
Elizabeth Grace “Lily” Landrum. 
She arrived, after many prayers, on 
June 14, 2013,  weighing 8 pounds, 11 
ounces. We want to thank all of your 
support and prayers. We got the girl! 

LOST FURNITURE CUSHIONS
Lost on Sept. 5, two couch cushions and 

matching chair cushion. Off white with red 
coral vertical stripes.

Furniture was moved from Mexico Beach, 
U.S. 98, across from The Grove, up to 15th 
Street then north on route 386.

If you have seen them or found them, 
please call Shirley at 227-8472.

Happy 7th Birthday Rylan!
We love you bunches!
Love,
Daddy, Momma, Bubba, Bailey, Taylor, Nena, Zinny & Fortune

Happy Birthday Tommy!
You are an amazing Husband and Father!
We love you bunches!
Love, 

Kari, Rylan, Bubba, Marissa, Bailey, Taylor, Nena, Zinny & Fortune

Anniversary Birthdays

Like us on

THE PORT ST. JOE STAR

Birth

Society
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THE SPECIALTY MEDICALCENTER
Commitment to Excellence • Over 20 Years Experience

Vincent Ivers, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

and Cosmetic Specialist
SKIN CANCER can be present without you knowing it.

CALL today for a skin cancer screening.

www.iversmd.com
VINCENT IVERS, M.D.

301 Twentieth Street
Port St. Joe, FL 32456
850-227-7070

Mon - Tue - Thurs & Fri
9 am - 6 pm
Wed & Sat
9 am - 2 pm

ALL MAJOR INSURANCE ACCEPTED

SERVICES
• Minor Emergencies
• Full Service X-Ray
• Modern Laboratory Facilities
• General Health Physicals
• SKIN CANCER

• Heart Disease Work-Up:
EKG (Cardiograms), Holter Monitor Testing,

Hypertension, Chest Pain & Cholesterol Screening
• Lung Disease
• Digestive Disease
• Asthma and Sinus Disease
• Allergy, Diabetic Management, Arthritis,
Osteoporosis

• Headache & Migraine, Obesity
• Neck & Back Injuries
• Chronic Disease Management

Removals:
Warts, Moles, Skin Tags, Cyst, Nail Removal,
Actinic Keratosis, Age Spots & Sun Spots

• Laser Treatments for Skin Cancer
• Laser and Cosmetic Dermatology
• Treatments for Pseudo-Folliculitis

Cosmetic Procedures
• Acne treatment. Laser hair removal, Laser Spider
Vein Removal, BOTOX, Fillers, Perlane, Radiesse
• Liposuction
• Mini Pace Lift
• Wrinkle & Sun Damage Treatments
• Medical Skin Care, OBAGI
and Much more...
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Sign up for our FREE Quit
Smoking Class. AHEC is ready to
help and support you in finding

your path to success.

Now offering 4 week supply of:
FREE NICOTINE PATCHES, GUM

AND/or LOZENGES

Date: Tuesday, September 17, 2013
Time: 5:30pm EST
Place: Sacred Heart Hospital on the Gulf,

Port St. Joe, FL

Call to register 850-482-6500
or

Email: bnuccio@bigbendahec.org

Visit: www.ahectobacco.org

 tiuE QERr Fur oop fn ugiS

45
14
04

3

Date: Tuesday, September 17, 2013
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. EDT
Location: St. Joseph Bay State Buffer Preserve Center

3915 State Road 30A
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will host a
construction public information meeting, Tuesday, September 17
for the upcoming resurfacing of State Road (S.R.) 30A from S.R.
30E (Cape San Blas Road) to S.R. 30 (U.S. 98) in Gulf County.

Work on the project will
include resurfacing and
widening the existing
roadway, drainage
improvements, and
upgrading the bridge rail
and guardrail on the
Simmons Bayou Bridge.

Construction activities are
scheduled to begin in
September 2013 and
conclude in winter 2015.

Project personnel will be
available at the meeting to
provide information about
construction work and
impacts.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons
who require special accommodations under the Americans with
Disabilities Act, or persons who require translation services (free of
charge) should contact the FDOT Construction Project Manager,
Dale Harris, at (850) 767-4990.

If you have any questions you may contact Dale Harris at the
number above, or by e-mail at Dale.Harris@dot.state.fl.us. You
may also contact the FDOT District Three Public Information
Director, Ian Satter toll-free at (888) 638-0250, ext. 1205, or by
e-mail at Ian.Satter@dot.state.fl.us.

, colorregard to race, participation is solicited without Public 
national origin, sex, religion, disability or family status.  Persons 

Americans with who require special accommodations under the 
Act, or persons who require translation services (free of Disabilities 

,  Construction Project Managercharge) should contact the FDOT
Dale Harris, at (850) 767-4990.

If you have any questions you may contact Dale Harris at the 
ou Ynumber above, or by e-mail at Dale.Harris@dot.state.fl.us.  

Three Public Information  District may also contact the FDOT
, Ian Satter toll-free at (888) 638-0250, ext. 1205, or by Director

e-mail at Ian.Satter@dot.state.fl.us.

PROJECT LIMITS

Notice of Construction
Public Information Meeting
Florida Department of
Transportation

5007-622 )008(
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Robert G. Kerrigan*
George W. Estess †

William Rankin *
T.Michael McLeod*

Randle D. Thompson*
*BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL LAWYER

† OF COUNSEL

Office Open by Appointment throughout the week.
Staffed every Thursday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.

(No appointment necessary on Thursdays.)

190 Williams Avenue
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

(850) 229-3333

Special to The Star

Over the last two years, a special 
relationship has developed between 
two local Navy commands, the 
Naval Diving and Salvage Training 
Center (NDSTC) aboard Naval 
Support Activity Panama City, 
and the Port St. Joe Naval Junior 
ROTC (PSJNJROTC). Extremely 
divergent in their missions, these 
commands have grown together 
to the betterment of both and have 
generated a true sense of friendship 
and respect.

In need of an active duty 
inspecting officer for their annual 
Inspection and Review in 2012, Lt. 
Cmdr. Marty Jarosz, senior naval 
science instructor at PSJNJROTC, 
contacted NDSTC’s Commanding 
Officer Cmdr. Michael Egan for 
support. What Jarosz and the 
Cadets were soon to find out was 
that Cmdr. Egan’s middle name was 
“Support” and that his enthusiasm 
and motivation were keys to his 
command’s exceptional mission 
accomplishments. 

Having been impressed by our 
cadets’ performance at the review, 
Cmdr. Egan invited the company to 
visit NDSTC and see first-hand what 
Navy divers do and how they train. 
An outstanding tour ensued, and 
friendships and links were forged for 
future joint ventures. 

Cmdr. Egan, on short notice, 

was once again called upon to 
fill the billet of inspecting officer 
in February when all NJROTC 
travel was canceled because of 
sequestration. Without hesitation, 
he reviewed our cadets and was 
extremely impressed with their 
professionalism, demeanor and 
growth. Another trip was set up to 
visit NDSTC and observe an actual 
dive aboard one of the command’s 
training vessels, but sequestration 
got the better of the plan, and that 
trip is now scheduled for this fall. 

The only thing constant in life 
is change, and Cmdr. Egan’s tour 
as commanding officer ended 
Sept. 6. A phone call, however, 
requesting support from Port St Joe 
Junior-Senior High School for this 
extremely important event, made it 
one more link in the chain forged in 
respect and support. 

A Navy Change of Command is 
a time-honored tradition and is an 
extremely important part in the life 
of a Naval Unit. Command of the 
unit is passed in front of the entire 
complement of personnel to ensure 
all are aware that there is no lapse in 
leadership. Normally the ceremony 
is supported by an active duty Color 
Guard and the Navy Band. Cmdr. 
Egan requested that PSJNJROTC 
provide the Ceremonial Color 
Guard and that the Port St Joe 
Band of Gold, who he was extremely 
impressed with at both reviews, play 

the National Anthem. Additionally, 
he invited upper class cadets to 
participate in the ceremony. 

A unique opportunity, the 
PSJNJROTC cadets attended the 
NDSTC Change of Command, where 
Cmdr. Egan was relieved by Cmdr. 
Hung Cao. The Ceremonial Honor 
Guard led by Cadet Zachory Jasinski 
included Cadets Megan Hubbard, 
Matthew Rocha and Claudia Gref, 
who performed flawlessly, and Mitch 
Bouington and the Band of Gold not 
only played the National Anthem, 
but added the Port St. Joe Fight 
Song at the end of the ceremony to 
the delight of all. Senior cadets, led 
by Cadet Company Cmdr. Robert 
Dykes, witness this time-honored 
tradition with professionalism and a 
little bit of excitement 

Though Cmdr. Egan has left 
for duty in Washington, D.C., he 
leaves behind a legacy of friendship 
and support that will be long 
remembered at Port St Joe Junior-
Senior High. His relief, Cmdr. Hung 
Cao, has picked up where Cmdr. 
Egan has left off and is already 
planning his visit to Port St Joe 
to inspect and review the cadets. 
The cadets and the Band of Gold 
wish to thank Cmdr. Egan for the 
opportunity to participate in such an 
important event, and wish him “Fair 
Winds and Following Seas” as he 
moves to his next “Navy Adventure.” 
Hoo Ya!

Special to The Star

Students at Faith Christian School are enjoying 
P.E. from a whole new perspective. Mr. Theron 
Smith, a former pro basketball player, is teaching 
the students basic basketball skills. It is a privilege 
to learn from the best, and FCS students had a great 
time. Pictured is Mr. Smith working with third- and 
fourth-grade students. Thank you, Mr. Smith! 

Special to The Star

Tiger Shark football: Come 
out and support our Tiger 
Sharks as they take on the 
Bozeman Bucks this Friday, 
Sept. 13 at Shark Field. 
Game time is 7:30 p.m. 

The JV team travels 
to Bozeman on Thursday 
to face off with the Bucks. 
Game time is 7 p.m.

Tiger Shark volleyball: 
Come out and support 
the Lady Tiger Sharks as 
they take on Bozeman at 
6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 12. 
Saturday sees the ladies at 
a tournament sponsored by 
Chipley High. GO SHARKS.

Cross country: Our season 
is off and running with a 
meet in Graceville at 4:30 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 12. GO 
SHARKS.

Homecoming: Plans are 
being made for this year’s 
homecoming festivities. 
Homecoming falls on 
Friday, Oct. 4, with the 
football team pitted against 
neighboring Franklin 
County. Festivities kick 
off with the traditional 
parade through downtown. 
Any group or business 
interested in participating 
in the parade can contact 
Lt. Cmdr. Jarosz at 
mjarosz@gulf.k12.fl.us. 
Please be ready to provide 
the following information; 
group or business name, 
type of participation (float, 
walking, golf cart, etc.), 
number of participants. 
Information on start time 
and positions will be sent 
at a later date. If any 

classes are celebrating 
anniversaries, we would 
love to have you as part of 
our celebration.

Senior class news: Don’t 
forget your cap and gown 
payment is due by the end 
of September. Please turn 
your payment in to Coach 
Taylor in Room 718 by the 
end of this month.

Junior class news: Help 
support the junior class 
and their efforts to raise 
money for this year’s prom 
by visiting the concession 
stand at every JV & Varsity 
home game. 

Junior class officers for 
2013-2014 are President 
Haley McCroan, Vice 
President Caitlin Godwin, 
Secretary Haley Wood, 
Treasurer Elisha Vereen 
and Historian Alayna 
Godwin. 

Yearbook news: There are 
about 15 books leftover 
from the 2012-2013 school 
year. They are $55 and first 
come, first served. Reserve 
your 2014 yearbook now for 
the low price of $45. That’s 
20 percent off the regular 
price. This low price will 
only be available until mid-
October. See Coach Taylor 
in Room 718 to reserve 
yours now before the price 
goes up to full price.

Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes: FCA will host “See 
You at the Pole” at 7:15 a.m. 
Sept. 25 at the flag pole in 
front of the Port St. Joe 
Jr./Sr. High School. Fields of 
Faith presented by FCA will 
be held at 7 p.m. Oct. 9 at 
Shark Stadium. 

School News
The band and 
NJROTC from 

Port St. Joe 
Jr./Sr. High 

School were 
part of a recent 

Naval Diving 
and Salvage 

Training Center 
change of 
command 
ceremony.

SpeCiAl To THe STAr

NJROTC, band tasked with true Navy mission

DAZZliNG DolpHiNS

SpeCiAl To THe STAr

Dazzling Dolphins at Port St. Joe Elementary School 
are front row: Daisy Cantrill, Desirae Causey, Luke 
Childers. Back row: Emma Grace Burke, Chasity 
Finch, Jacob Sander, Michael Connell, Eileen Madrid.

THe lioN’S TAle
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This business invites you 
to visit the church of 

your choice this week.

w w w . s t a r f l . c o m

Jerry Arhelger, 45
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SOUTHERLAND FAMILY
FUNERAL HOME

507 10th Street • Port St. Joe

(850) 229-8111
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To know ChrisT and To Make hiM known

St. JameS’
epiScopal church

800 22nd Street, port St. Joe
8:00 and 11:00 a.m. (EST) • Sunday School 9:45

www.stjamesepiscopalchurch.org

Come worship with us!
Rector Father Tommy Dwyer
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12
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St. Peter’s Church, ACC
(Traditional Services 1928 BCP)

Morning Prayer & Holy Communion
Sunday...............10:00 A.M.

Community Healing Service 6:00 P.M.
4th Thursday of Every Month
The Rev. Dr. D. Pete Windham, Priest

The Rev Lou Little, Deacon
Services Temporarily at Senior Citizens Center,

120 Library Drive
“An Unchanging Faith In A Changing World”

Morning Prayer & Holy Communion
Sunday...............10:00 A.M.

The Rev. Lou Little, Priest
Services Temporarily at Senior Citizens Center,

120 Library Drive
“An Unchanging Faith In A Changing World”
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COMFORTER
FUNERAL HOME
W. P. “Rocky” Comforter

L.F.D.
(850) 227-1818 45

10
13
0

www.faithchristianpsj.net

(850) 229-6707

9:45
10:30
10:45
6:00

45
10
13
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“Our Church can be your home”

First Church of the Nazarene
2420 Long Avenue • Port St. Joe, Florida 32456

(850) 229-9596

Give unto the Lord the glory due His name, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
Psalm 29:2

Sunday School............................ 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........... 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship ..............6 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ....... 7 p.m.

A Spirit Filled
Outreach Oriented

Word of Faith Church

Home of tHe
PowerHouse

YoutH ministries

Pastors Andrew & Cathy rutherford
welcome you to worship with us:

sunday 10:30am
sunday night Prayer 6pm

wednesday 7pm
www.familylifechurch.net

323 reid Ave ~ Downtown Port st. Joe, fL ~ 850-229-5433

TOUCHING LIVES
WITH THE LOVE

OF JESUS
6pm

45
10
13
3

45
14
21
5

Dr. Geoffrey Lentz
Pastor

Bobbi Lassiter
Minister to Families

Ann Comforter
Director of Music

1001 Constitution Dr.
850.227.1724

www.psjumc.org

Sunday Schedule
9:00AMEST -Worship on theWater,
“under the sails” on St. Joseph Bay.
11:00AMEST - Sanctuary Service
with Special Children’s time.

Sunday:
Sunday School - 9:15
Morning Worship - 10:30
Evening Worship - 5:00

1601 Long Ave Port St Joe, FL 32456
(850) 229-8691

WEdnESday:
Family dinner - 5:30
Prayer Meeting - 6:30
Student Ministry - 6:30
Children’s Ministry / Choir - 6:30
adult Choir - 7:30
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4514216

First Baptist Church
102 THIRD STREET • PORT ST. JOE

Buddy Caswell, Minister of Music & Education
Bobby Alexander, Minister to Students

New Service Schedule for First Baptist Church
Sunday School & Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 am
Sunday School & Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am
Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night Adult Prayer Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 pm
Wednesday Night Children's Ministry activities . . . . . . . 6:30 pm
Wednesday Night Youth Ministry activities . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 pm

www.fbcpsj.orgwww.fbcpsj.org

Sunday
Sunday School ............. 9:00 am
Worship Service............ 10:30 am
Choir............................ 6:00 pm

New Service Schedule for First Baptist Church

Wednesday
Dinner…………….5:00 - 6:00 pm
AWANA……………….6:00 - 7:30 pm
Surrender Student Ministry……………6:15 - 7:30 pm
Prayer/Bible Study…………….6:30 - 7:30 pm
Nursery………………………..6:00 - 7:30 pm

4514217

Bruce Hodge, Pastor

6:15

45
14
21
8

1602 Hwy 98, Mexico Beach, FL
(850) 648.1151 www.livingwateratthebeach.com

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM - Worship at Sunset Park (on the sand)

10:00 AM - Bible Study at 1602 Highway 98
MONDAY - 7:00 PM - Lifetree Café. Join the Conversation
WEDNESDAY - 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Open House Coffee & Conversation

To contact worship leader: (850) 648.1151 or lwcpastor@fairpoint.net

Star Staff Report

Sandra Bailey 
Lowery, a Port 
St. Joe artist, 
will present 
and autograph 
copies of her 
poetry collection 
“Touching All 
Walks of Life” from 
3-5 p.m. ET on 
Sept. 26 at the Gulf County 
Public Library in Port St. 
Joe.

The library is at 110 
Library Drive.

Lowery is the wife 
of the deceased Kloskia 
Lowery and a mother and 

grandmother who 
has overcome 
many challenges 
in life. Her faith 
and belief led her 
to touch others’ 
lives through her 
poetry.  

She is a 1979 
graduate of Port 
St. Joe High 
School. She is 

presently a member of 2nd 
Mt. Moriah Missionary 
Baptist Church of 
Springfi eld, Rev. Rawlis 
Leslie, pastor. She is a 
former member of New 
Bethel AME Church, Port 
St. Joe, Florida. 

PASTOR’S APPRECIATION 
PROGRAM

The members of New 
Bethel Missionary Baptist 
Church would like to extend 
an invitation to our church 
as we honor the Rev. Cyril 
Mills and First Lady Pamela 
Mills during their annual 
Pastor’s Appreciation 
Program on at 4 p.m. ET 
Saturday.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
BLOOD DRIVE

First Baptist Church 
of Port St. Joe will host a 
blood drive on Monday from 
1-6 p.m. ET. All donors will 
receive a T-shirt. 

Donate blood two times 
between June 1 and Sept. 
30 and you will receive a 
free steak dinner courtesy 
of Outback Steakhouse. All 
donors will be entered to 
win “Outback for a year.”

Online signup is 
available at www.
oneblooddonor.org. Use 

account number G7016.

ZION FAIR HOSTS “UNITY 
DAY” CELEBRATION

Special to The Star
The Zion Fair Missionary 

Baptist Church Family 
cordially invites the 
community to attend and 
participate in their fi rst 
“Unity Day Celebration.” 
Our goal is to come together 
as a diversifi ed group to 
build a stronger community 
through fellowship with gulf 
county citizens, religious 
groups, government 
agencies/elected offi cials, 
and business leaders. 
The “Unity Day” event 
will be held at noon ET 
on Saturday, Sept. 28. The 
church is on 280 Avenue 
C, Port St. Joe. Point of 
Contact: Sister Margaret 
Hall, First Lady (850) 
425-2862; Deaconess Amy 
Rogers, (850) 229-8515; 
Sister Tammy Welch, (850) 
896-4505.

Faith BRIEFS

Special to The Star

Religious freedom will be 
explored at Lifetree Café at 7 p.m. 
CT on Monday.  

The program, titled “Religious 
Freedom: Standing Up for What 
You Believe,” features a fi lmed 
interview with former White House 
attorney and Air Force offi cer 
Michael Weinstein, who believes 
the U.S. military is under attack by 
a group that threatens both morale 

and battle-readiness: Christian 
fundamentalists. 

“People need to understand 
that their fundamentalist Christian 
rights will never trample the civil 
rights of their American brothers 
and sisters,” Weinstein said. 

“Some say that religious 
freedom is under attack,” Lifetree 
representative Craig Cable 
said. “We’ll examine the state of 
religious freedom and how it is 
changing.”

Admission to the 60-minute 
event is free. Snacks and beverages 
are available. Lifetree Café is 
located at 1602 U.S. 98 in Mexico 
Beach across from El Governor 
Motel.

Lifetree Café is a place where 
people gather for conversation 
about life and faith in a casual 
coffeehouse-type setting. Questions 
about Lifetree may be directed 
to Gary Grubb at 334-806-5667 or 
lwclifetreecafe@fairpoint.net.

Mr. Charlie Taunton, 84, 
of Valley died Wednesday, 
Sept. 4, 2013, at Hospice 
LaGrange in LaGrange.

A private memorial 
service will be held by the 
family at a later date.

Mr. Taunton is survived 
by his wife, Doris Taunton; 
two sons, Bill (Alysia) 
Taunton of Marathon, 
Fla., and Tommy (Patty) 
Taunton of Columbus, 
Ga.; a daughter, Jackie 
(Randy) Bowser of 
Carlisle, Pa.; stepsons, 
Wallace H. Workman 
and Dennie Wayne 
Workman, both of Beulah; 
nine grandchildren; 
many great-
grandchildren; and many 
great-great-grandchildren.

He was born April 13, 
1929 in Tallassee, Ala. 
Mr. Taunton was retired 
from the United States Air 

Force, where he served in 
the Korean and Vietnam 
wars. He also served in 
Japan during World War 
II and in Turkey during 
a period of unrest. He 
and his family were also 
stationed in Germany 
during peace time. Mr. 
Taunton was awarded 
the Bronze Star Medal 
for meticulous service, 
while serving with friendly 
foreign forces engaged in 
military operations against 
an opposing armed force in 
South East Asia. He was a 
member of Blanton Baptist 
Church.

The family suggests 
that memorials be made 
in his name to the St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital.

Johnson Brown-Service 
Funeral Home is handling 
arrangements. 

Charlie Taunton
Obituary

Thursday, September 12, 2013

Religious freedom explored at Lifetree Café

SANDRA 
BAILY 

LOWERY

Local Artist to sign 
books at library

Are you living for God, or just playing 
church?

Have you really found Jesus, or are you still 
in search?

Don’t be deceived, God won’t be mocked.
If you’re not saved, you’ll be the one 

shocked.
He wants to be fi rst in your life each day.
Not just on Sunday, if you go to church to 

play.
We need to heed God’s warnings, like He 

gave in days of old.
We see throughout the Bible, how severely 

He could scold.
If you’re living a life of disobedience today,
get on your knees and don’t delay.
You’ve seen in the past what His judgment 

can do.
Just pray and repent, so it won’t happen to 

you.

Billy Johnson

How secure 
are you?
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debris specialist of Ocean 
Conservancy’s Trash Free 
Seas program. “Seeing the 
trash along the beaches and 
waterways makes you re-
alize; just because trash is 
thrown away and out of sight 
doesn’t mean it is out of the 
our ocean.

“And the continuous need 
for the cleanup indicates 
we’re not winning the battle 
upstream. The Cleanup is a 
starting point and just one 
way people can help fight the 
problem of ocean trash.”

In Florida alone, 23,362 
volunteers found over 450,000 
pounds of trash in 2012. In 
Mexico Beach, 37 volunteers 
found almost 800 pounds of 
trash, 1,000 pounds in 2011, 
on the 3.1 miles of beach.  

Ocean trash, according 
to a release from the Ocean 
Conservancy, is a multi-lay-
ered threat. It is a threat to 
economies, to wildlife and 
wildlife habitat and a threat 
to health and food safety.

The cleanup is centered on 
Ocean Conservancy’s goal of 

tackling trash at every point 
in its lifecycle. While cleaning 
up trash that’s already made 
it to our waterways is vital, 
it’s not enough, Mallos said.

Through individual re-
sponsibility, innovative sci-
ence, smart public policy and 
industry leadership, we can 
find comprehensive solu-
tions to the problem of ocean 
trash that will lead to healthi-
er beaches and oceans.

“Every piece of trash that 
is picked up during the Clean-
up should be a challenge for 
change,” Mallos said. “The 
trash that tops our Top 10 list 
every year – things like ciga-
rette butts, bags and bottle 
caps – include disposable 
plastics meant for one-time 
usage. These items simply 
do not belong in our natural 
environment.”

The cleanup is part of 
a larger strategy for Trash 
Free Seas and is one of the 
many ways the Ocean Con-
servancy is helping to find 
answers and solutions to for 
marine debris. 

Other efforts include sup-
porting a scientific working 
group at the world’s leading 
ecological think tank, The 
National Center for Ecologi-
cal Analysis and Synthesis to 
identify the scope and impact 
of marine debris on ocean 
ecosystems; building a Trash 
Free Seas Alliance of indus-
try, science and conservation 
leaders committed to reduc-
ing waste; and launching a 
mobile app, Rippl, to help 
people make sustainable life-
style choices that limit their 
trash impact.

The data collected during 
the International Cleanup is 
also used to provide a base-
line for the kinds of debris 
washing ashore. It is an op-
portunity to gather data and 
a snapshot of what is found 
on beaches and coastlines, 
the release detailed.

For more information on 
the Mexico Beach cleanup or 
if you have questions, contact 
Jane Mathis at 850.648.5900 
or email her at janemathis@
mchsi.com

9454 HWY 98 BEACON HILL AT THE
MEXICO BEACH CITY LIMITS (850) 647-8310
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OPENDAILY AT 11 • PACKAGE STORE & LOUNGE
GREAT SELECTION OF ALL YOUR FAVORITE BEER, WINE & SPIRITS

• FRIDAY - 9PM •

RANDY & ART

• THURSDAY - 7PM •

RANDY STARK

• SATURDAY - 9PM •

SONIC TONIC

WWW.LOOKOUTLOUNGE.COM

- IN THE CROW’S NEST -
FRIDAY - SATURDAY

KARAOKE ★ DJ ★ DANCING

• SUNDAY - 7PM •

RANDY STARK
• WEDNESDAY - 7PM •

RANDY STARK U
P
C
O
M
IN

G
E
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N
T
SON THE POOP DECK

gulfcoastderm.com

PORT ST. JOE | PANAMA CITY

Tricia Berry, ARNP | Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner

What does this mean for you?

• Access to the region’s widest range of

advanced skin cancer treatments, including

painless Superficial Radiation Therapy and

Mohs micrographic surgery

• Same-week appointments

• Our physician-supervised spa, offering

proven treatments for total skin

revitalization and rejuvenation

To make an appointment or schedule a

complimentary cosmetic consultation,

please call 1-877-231-DERM (3376).

M E D I C A L | S U R G I C A L | C O S M E T I C

TOTAL ACCESS.
TOTAL CONFIDENCE.

TOTAL CARE
FOR YOUR SKIN.

1112263

Implants & Crowns

Affordable Dentures-Panama City,P.A.
William C.Knapke, DDS, General Dentist

Panama City Square
617 West 23rd Street, Panama City FL

Call For Information

1-888-336-1615

•Same-Day Service In Many Cases
•Financing Available

Fees effective through 11/22/13. Additional fees may be incurred
depending on individual cases. Same-day Crown service may not

be available in certain cases.
Affordable Dentures- Panama City, P.A. Office #: (850) 872-6155.

Great
Savings
vs. other
Dental

providers

Single Tooth Implant $1,795

Denture
Implants

$1,495

$1,895

Same -Day Crowns $695

Lower Arch

Upper Arch
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4-
T4
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14

41
2

2012 InternatIonal Coastal Cleanup, by the numbers
• More than 550,000 people (561,633) picked up more than 10 million pounds 

of trash (10,149,988) along almost 20,000 miles of coastlines (17,719). 
• Over the past 27 years, more than 9.5 million volunteers (9,654,895) have 

removed more than 160 million pounds of trash (163,940,907) pounds of trash from 
about 300,000 miles of shoreline (330,009) miles of coastline and waterways in 
153 countries and locations. 

Volunteers found In 2012:
• Enough trash to fill Disney’s Epcot ball.
• Enough plastic straws and stirrers, when stacked end to end, are 14 times taller 

than the height of Mount Everest.
• Enough disposable cigarette lighters to start more than 178 million campfires.
• Enough beverage bottles that, when stacked end to end, are equal to 1,000 

Empire State Buildings, 2,408 Space Needles, 1,368 Eiffel Towers and the distance 
between New York and Washington, D.C.

In the past 27 years of Cleanups, Volunteers found:
• 57 million cigarettes butts, which if stacked vertically would be as tall as 3,613 

Empire State Buildings.
• Enough glass and plastic bottles to provide every resident of New York City, Los 

Angeles, Chicago, Houston, and Philadelphia and Phoenix a cold beverage on a hot 
summer day.

• Almost 10 million plastic bags (9,806,905) which required 1,176 barrels of oil 
to produce.

• Enough appliances (125,156) to fill 37,434 single-axle dump trucks.
• More than 1 million (1,017,444) diapers – enough to put one on every child 

born in the Japan last year.
• Enough cups, plates, forks, knives and spoons to host a picnic for 2.3 million 

people.

She was also able to pay 
the necessary dues to open 
a chapter of the National 
Art Honor Society for the 
school which will provide 
additional extracurricular 
activities and honor cords 
at graduation.

Students will be able to 
join the society based on a 
recommendation and will 
work on upcoming art proj-
ects. Hodges has planned 
the society’s first event to 
coincide with Veteran’s Day 
in November.

“It helps the students 
who are more inclined to 
do something with art later 
on,” said Hodges. “It gives 
them the same opportuni-
ties as the bigger schools.”

Hodges will also submit 
art from the classroom to 
the Savannah College of Art 
and Design so that students 
can get feedback on their 
work.

Currently, Hodges has 20 
students in the class and is 
excited for them to compete 
on a fair playing field with 
other high school programs 
and views the new supplies 
as a way to push students to 
try new mediums and get 
outside their comfort zones.

Student Brandon Hall 
was excited about the new 
additions to the classroom 
and had already begun his 
next masterwork on one of 
the stretched canvases.

“We’ll produce a lot of 
better artwork,” he said. 
“Last year, we were limited 
to what we could do, so this 
is awesome.”

Hodges still has more 
supplies she’d like to add 
to her classes including a 
printing press somewhere 
down the line.

“If we don’t do what ev-

eryone else is doing, then 
we can’t get better,” said 
Hodges.

Leslie Wentzell, owner 
and operator of The Artery 
in Port St. Joe received 
funds to improve her studio 
programs in any way she 
saw fit.

Known for hosting sum-
mer and afterschool classes 
for kids across a variety of 
mediums that include acryl-
ic painting, clay and water-
colors, Wentzell chose to 
put the funds toward schol-
arships for prospective pu-
pils who have an interest in 
art, but may otherwise not 
be able to afford them.

“The biggest impact is to 
use for the funds for schol-
arships,” she said. “A good 
number of children take ad-
vantage of them.”

While some students 
are referred through area 
schools for scholarships, 
Wentzell encourages 
parents to call for more 
information.

Last year during the 
holidays, students made 
and sold Christmas orna-
ments and the funds went 
directly toward helping fu-
ture students get enrolled 
in classes.

Wentzell’s next class is 
focused on clay and will be-
gin on Sept. 24. The six-week 
program is available for kids 
7-11 and 12 and older.

For more information on 
classes and scholarships, 
visit www.arterystudio.com.

Former Taste of the 
Coast committee member 
Dana Boyer remembered 
the organization fondly.

“We were really trying 
to do something different in 
the community,” said Boyer. 
“We were very successful.”

taste from page B1
bud from further North, the decision 
was simple once she saw that Adam’s 
Needle was an available option.

“I wanted to do a flower native 
to the Forgotten Coast,” she said. 
“I wanted it to be representative of 
where I live.”

Lowery had photographed the 
Yucca plant on St. Joe Bay a year prior 
just after a rainstorm. The plant was 
in full bloom and prime to be immor-
talized in her photo-encaustic style 
that creates a three-dimensional look 
with the use of pigmented wax.

Wentzell considered several flow-
ers before she chose the Flowering 
Dogwood. 

She said that she uses a lot of 
natural references in her sculptures 
and leaves tend to show up in a lot of 
pieces. 

The timing for the FLOR500 was 
perfect since she had been working 
on a plate series that featured raised, 
three-dimensional oak leaves and de-
cided to use a similar approach for the 
dogwood. She crafted three separate 
plates before she chose and submitted 
her favorite.

Linda Matela is a watercolorist and 
teacher at The Artery. After being ac-
cepted for the project she chose the 
Whitetop Pitcher Plant.

“It was my first choice because 
of its weirdness,” said Matela. “Can 
you imagine seeing this flower in the 
wild?”

All images of the flowers submitted 
become public domain and available 
as teaching tools to anyone interested 
in Florida’s native flora.

“The goal of the exhibit was to 
enhance awareness of wildflowers 
and get people to plant them,” said 
Lowery.

The exhibit at the Amelia Center 
ran through the second week in Sep-
tember and the works were returned 
to the artists for further display. 

Lowery plans to offer her Adam’s 
Needle for sale starting on Sept. 19 
while Wentzell plans put her Dogwood 
sculpture into a gallery to continue 
sharing it with the arts community.

Lowery praised Cortada for us-
ing the project to build awareness for 
wildflowers.

“He does this to do good in the 
community and state,” she said. “I re-
ally admire him.”

Cortada is an Artist-in-Residence 
with the Office of Engaged Creativity 
at Florida International University. 

The concept for FLOR500 is a cul-
mination of his life experiences. As a 
boy in Puerto Rico, he visited Ponce 
de Leon’s home, has created art proj-
ects based around the Fountain of 
Youth, and sees the explorer as one of 
the most important men in Florida’s 
history.

It’s not a coincidence that the proj-
ect utilized flowers that were around 
when Ponce de Leon landed near St. 
Augustine in 1513. 

“I wanted everyone to get a sense 
of how important a moment was in 
history,” said Cortada. “We’re giving 
the state an anniversary present.”

At the Amelia Center, Cortada 
launched the gallery, gave a speech, 
planted a wildflower garden and spoke 

with college students to motivate 
them to think creatively and innovate 
in their own creations. 

The artist said that the experience 
was wonderful and he enjoyed see-
ing artists engaged in conversations 
about pieces outside their normal 
disciplines.

In addition to his accomplishments 
with the FLOR500, Cortada has cre-
ated a series of banners that hang at 
the CERN facility in Geneva, Switzer-
land, over the spot where the Higgs 
boson particle was discovered using 
the Large Hadron Collider.

Inspired by one of Cortada’s proj-
ects at the exhibit, Lowery plans to 
carry the project forward through a 
piece she will create for the Mexico 
Beach Art and Wine Fest on Oct. 12. 

She will paint a 40-inch wide wild-
flower and then cut it into 100 one-inch 
squares. Each square can be pur-
chased for one dollar and will contain 
original art along with a bag of wild-
flower seeds.

Funds raised through the project 
will be donated to the Mexico Beach 
Special Events Committee.

With success of the FLOR500, Wen-
tzell hopes to see more outside-the-
box art exhibits take place in the area.

“I was really excited that it wasn’t 
limited to two-dimensional art,” said 
Wentzell. “The work didn’t need to be 
realistic and it made for a much more 
exciting exhibit.”

Photographs of each FLOR500 
flower painting with plant details and 
artist biographies can be seen at www.
FLOR500.com.  

flowers from page B1

cleanup from page B1
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Summer is a time 
for enjoying the great 
outdoors, but before 
you go tramping off into 
unfamiliar woods, and 
wild terrain, you should 
familiarize yourself with 
some of the more common 
poisonous plants.  A little 
preparation can save 
you hours or days of the 
uncomfortable after-effects 
of coming in contact with 
poisonous plants.  This is 
also a good time of year to 
be talking about poisonous 
plants because the sap 
is most abundant during 
the summertime, and 
it’s usually the sap which 
causes the problems.

I’ll talk about poisonous 
plants in general, and then 
I’ll go into a little detail 
about poison ivy, oak, and 
sumac.  My information 
was provided by Extension 
Emeritus Horticulturist 
Dr. Robert J. Black, of 
the University of Florida, 
Institute of Food and 
Agriculture of Sciences 
(IFAS).

Poisonous plants can 
be divided into two groups 
those which causes 
skin irritation, and 
those which cause 
internal distress, 
and in rare cases, 
even death.  It’s 
important to note 
that even though 
we usually think of 
poisonous plants as 
something you fi nd 
only in the woods, 
they’re actually 
almost everywhere, in the 
garden, along roadsides, 
even in the house.

Many factors infl uence 
the poisonous nature of 
particular plant.  Plant 
poisons can be dispersed 
throughout the plant, or 
they may be localized in 
a particular plant part, 
such as in roots, berries, 
or seeds.  The amount of 
poison in a plant may vary, 
even among plants of the 
same species, depending 
on the time of year, the 
weather conditions, and 
the soil.

In addition, the 
poisonous reaction varies 

among people 
coming in contact 
with the plant.  
Obviously, the 
health and age of 
the person, and 
the quantity of the 
poison contacted 
or ingested will 
infl uence the 
effects.

If you can learn 
to identify some 

of the common poisonous 
plants, you’ll be better 
able to avoid them.  So I’ll 
briefl y go over the three 
most common ones; poison 
ivy, poison oak, and poison 
sumac.

Poison ivy can have a 
variety of leaf shapes, but 
one identifying feature 
remains constant, the 
leafl ets always come in 
threes, with two of them 
directly opposite each 
other.  

White waxy fl owers can 
be found on the smaller 
branches, and sometime 
remain on the stems 
even after the leaves 
have fallen.  Poison ivy 
commonly grows as a vine, 
climbing into threes, over 
fences, and up the sides 
of walls.  In open fi elds, 
however, poison ivy may 
appear as a shrub.

Poison oak usually 
appears as a low growing 
shrub.  The slender, 
upright branches bear 
leafl ets which resemble 
oak leaves.  They also grow 

in threes, just like poison 
ivy.  Usually the undersides 
of the leaves are lighter 
in color, because they’re 
covered with fi ne hairs.

Poison sumac is a 
coarse woody shrub, or 
small tree.  It never grows 
in a vine like fashion the 
way other poisonous plants 
do.  It frequently grows 
near swamps, and ranges 
in height from fi ve or six 
feet to twenty-fi ve feet.  
The leaves are divided 
into seven to thirteen 
leafl ets that grow in 
pairs.  At the end of each 
stem, is a single leafl et.  
In the spring, leaves are 
bright orange and velvety 
in texture.  Later in the 
summer, they become dark 
green and glossy, with 
lower leaves paler green 
in color.

These are the most 
common poisonous plants.  
But there are many more 
that you should familiarize 
yourself with.  Learn 
the poisonous plants in 
your neighborhood and 
keep small children away 
from them.  In the case of 
suspected plant poisoning, 
call the Florida Poison 
Control Center in your 
area.

For more information 
on poisonous plants 
contact the Gulf County 
Extension Service @ 639-
3200 or visit our website:  
http://gulf.ifas.ufl .edu  or 
http://edis.ifas.ufl .edu  and 
see Publication ENH 886 
or Native Florida Plants.

✳ ✳ ✳
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92330
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
CASE NO. 13-59-CA

CAPITAL CITY BANK,
Plaintiff,

vs.

JASON LEE NAUS, 
TAMEKA LEIGH NAUS, 
and UNKNOWN TEN-
ANT(S),
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
PURSUANT TO
CHAPTER 45

NOTICE is given pursu-
ant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated 
August 27th, 2013, in 
Case No. 13-59-CA, of 
the Circuit Court of the 
Fourteenth Judicial Cir-
cuit, in and for Gulf 
County, Florida, in 
which CAPITAL CITY 
BANK is the Plaintiff 
and JASON LEE NAUS, 
TAMEKA LEIGH NAUS 
are the Defendants, I 
will sell to the highest 
and best bidder for 
cash at the front door 
of the Gulf County 
Courthouse in Port St. 
Joe, Gulf County, Flor-
ida at 11:00 a.m., East-
ern Time, on Septem-
ber 26th, 2013, the 
property set forth in the 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure and more 
particularly described 
as follows:

Commencing at the 
Northwest corner of 
SW 1/4 of SW 1/4 of 
Section 32, Twp 5 
South, Range 11 West, 
and run West for 400 
feet to the West side of 
County Road, thence 
run South for 360 feet, 
for the Point of Beginn-
ing. Thence run West 

for 350 feet, thence run 
South for 240 feet, 
thence run East for 350 
feet to the West side of 
the County Road, 
thence run North for 
240 feet to the Point of 
Beginning. This land ly-
ing and being in the SE 
1/4 of SE 1/4 of Section 
31, Township 5 South, 
Range 11 West, Gulf 
County, Florida.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens, must 
file a claim within sixty 
(60) days after the sale.

DATED: August 28th, 
2013.

REBECCA L. NORRIS 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk

Garvin B. Bowden, 
Esq.
Gardner, Bist, Wiener, 
Wadsworth, Bowden, 
Bush, Dee, LaVia & 
Wright, P.A.
1300 Thomaswood 
Drive
Tallahassee, Florida 
32308
September 5, 12, 2013

92316S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION
Case No.:
2010-CA-000450

Federal National Mort-
gage Association 
(“FNMA”)
Plaintiff,

vs.

Robert Ray Woodham 
a/k/a Robert R. 
Woodham and Melody 
Kay Woodham a/k/a 
Melody K. Woodham, 
Husband and Wife; 
Emerald Coast Federal 
Credit Union, f/k/a 
Saint Joe Papermakers 
Federal Credit Union; 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., as Nominee for 
CitiBank, N.A.; Mary 
Lou Lease, a/k/a Mary 
Lou Summerlot;
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order dated August 
27th, 2013 entered in 
Civil Case No. 
2010-CA- 000450 of the 

Circuit Court of the 
14th Judicial Circuit in 
and for Gulf County, 
Florida, wherein Fed-
eral National Mortgage 
Association (“FNMA”), 
Plaintiff and Robert Ray 
Woodham a/k/a Robert 
R. Woodham and Mel-
ody Kay Woodham 
a/k/a Melody K. 
Woodham, Husband 
and Wife are 
defendant(s), I, Clerk of 
Court, Rebecca L. Nor-
ris, will sell to the high-
est and best bidder for 
cash AT  THE FRONT 
DESK OF THE GULF 
COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, LOCATED AT 
1000 5TH STREET, 
PORT ST. JOE, FLOR-
IDA, AT 11:00 A.M. on 
September 26, 2013 
the following described 
property as set forth in 
said Final Judgment, 
to-wit:

LOT 2 OF ROCHELLE 
ESTATES, AN ADDI-
TION TO OAK GROVE 
SUBDIVISION BEING A 
PORTION OF SEC-
TION 13, TOWNSHIP 8 
SOUTH, RANGE 11 
WEST, GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, ACCORD-
ING TO THE OFFIICAL 
MAP ON FILE IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT, OF 

GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA, IN PLAT BOOK 3, 
PAGE 12.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P.O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 at 
(850) 747-5338, at least 
seven (7) days before 
your scheduled court 
appearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, call 711.

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk of Circuit Court
Gulf County, Florida

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk of Court

Submitted by:
ATTORNEY
FOR PLAINTIFF:
SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & 
GACHE’, LLP
2424 North Federal 
Highway, Suite 360
Boca Raton, FL 33431
(561) 998-6700
(561) 998-6707
10-191685 FC01 WCC
September 5, 12, 2013

92318S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA, 
IN AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.
12000142CAAXMX

M & T BANK,
Plaintiff,

vs.

MICHAEL T BARROW; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF MICHAEL T BAR-
ROW; JENNIFER S. 
BARROW; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF JENNI-
FER S. BARROW; THE 
VILLAGE AT PORT 
SAINT JOE 
HOMEOWNERS’ AS-
SOCIATION, INC.; UN-

KNOWN TENANT #1; 
UNKNOWN TENANT 
#2;
Defendant(s)

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that, pursuant to a Final 
Summary Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered in 
the above-styled 
cause, in the Circuit 
Court of Gulf County, 
Florida, I will sell the 
property situated in 
Gulf County, Florida, 
described as:

Lot 18, THE VILLAGE 
AT PORT ST. JOE, ac-
cording to the plat 
thereof, as recorded in 
Plat Book 4, Page 11, 
of the Public Records 
of Gulf County, Florida.
A/K/A
1005 Palm Blvd
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

at public sale, to the 
highest and best bid-
der, for cash, at south 
entrance of the court-
house, 1000 Cecil 
Consit Blvd, Port St. 
Joe, FL 32456 at 11:00 
a.m. ET, on September 
26, 2013.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 

owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens, must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Witness, my hand and 
seal of this court on the 
28th day of August, 
2013.

REBECCA NORRIS
CLERK OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk

THIS INSTRUMENT 
PREPARED BY:
Law Offices of Daniel 
C. Consuegra
9204 King Palm Drive
Tampa, FL 33619-1328
Attorneys for Plaintiff
File No 126069-ajp2

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact Court 
Administration at P.O. 
Box 826, Marianna, 
Florida, 32447. Phone 
number 850-718-0026, 
Email: ADARequest@ 
j u d 1 4 . f l c o u r t s . o r g .
Hearing & Voice Im-
paired: 1-800-955-8771 
at least 7 days before 

Trades & Services

GET YOUR AD IN
CALL TODAY!
227-7847

45
14
04
7

GET YOUR AD IN!
227-7847

229-1324

Professional floor Care, inC.
residential and Commercial Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning

serving the entire Gulf Coast area
Ceramic Tile and Grout Cleaning

rVs - Cars - Trucks - Vans
24 Hour emergency Water extraction

45
10

15
8

Making 
portfolio pay

Arbor Wealth Management, a 
“Fee-Only” Registered Investment 
Advisory Firm, will host two 
“How To Make Your Portfolio Pay 
Monthly” seminars at the Panama 
Country Club on Tuesday, Sept. 17.

The fi rst will be at 10 a.m. CT and 
the other at 4 p.m. CT.

Firm Founder and Principal 
Margaret R. McDowell, ChFC®, 
AIF®, a Panama City News Herald 
and syndicated economic columnist, 
will lead a presentation on generating income 
through stock dividends and bond yields.  Arbor 
Wealth sells no products, accepts no commissions 
from any source and serves as a fi duciary to its 
clients. The presentation includes two distinct client 
strategies:  “Growth with Income” or “Income with 
Growth.”

Refreshments will be served.  Please call 608-
6121 to reserve seating.  The Panama Country Club 
is located at 100 Country Club Drive in Lynn Haven.  

Arbor Wealth specializes in portfolio 
management for investors with $250,000 or more 
of investable assets (minimum asset level for new 
clients will increase to $500,000 as of Jan. 1, 2014).

MARGARET R. 
McDOWELL
Arbor Outlook

Some things to know about poisonous plants

ROY LEE 
CARTER

County extension 
director

Like us on

THE PORT ST. JOE STAR
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your scheduled court 
appearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than 7 days; if you are 
hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
September 5, 12, 2013

92324S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
CASE NO. 23-2008-CA-
000209

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION
Plaintiff,

vs.

EDWARD V. DOUG-
LASS A/K/A EDWARD 
V. DOUGLAS; LINDA 
M. DOUGLASS A/K/A 
LINDA DOUGLAS; 
JANE DOE AS UN-
KNOWN TENANT IN 
POSSESSION; JOHN 
DOE, AS UNKNOWN 
TENANT IN POSSES-
SION; AND ALL UN-
KNOWN PARTIES 
CLAIMING BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER 
OR AGAINST THE 
ABOVE NAMED 
DEFENDANT(S), WHO 
(IS/ARE) NOT KNOWN 
TO BE DEAD OR 
ALIVE, WHETHER 
SAID UNKNOWN PAR-
TIES CLAIM AS HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANT-
EES, ASSIGNEES, 
LIENORS, CREDI-
TORS, TRUSTEES, 
SPOUSES, OR OTHER 
CLAIMANTS;

Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that, pursuant to the 
Summary Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure 
entered on August 
27th, 2013, in this 
cause, in the Circuit 
Court of Gulf County, 
Florida, described as:

LOTS 8 AND 9, BLOCK 
86 OF ST. JOSEPH’S 
ADDITION TO THE 
CITY OF PORT ST. 
JOE, AS PER PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED 
IN THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

a/k/a 1303 GARRISON 
AVENUE, PORT SAINT 
JOE, FL 32456

at public sale, to the 
highest and best bid-
der, for cash, in the 
front lobby of the Gulf 
County Court, 1000 
Cecil Costin Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, FL 32456, on 
September 26th, 2013, 
at 11:00 AM, ET.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk of Court

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk

Douglas C. Zahm, P.A.
Designated Email Ad-
dress: efiling@dczahm. 
com
12425 28th Street 
North, Suite 200
St. Petersburg, FL 
33716
Phone: (727)536-4911
Attorney for the Plaintiff

IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABIL-
ITY ACT ANY PER-
SONS NEEDING SPE-
CIAL ACCOMMODA-
TIONS TO PARTICI-
PATE IN THIS FUNC-
TION SHOULD CON-
TACT THE CLERK OF 
THE COURT NO 
LATER THAN ONE DAY 
PRIOR TO THAT DAY 
AT (850)229-6113.
September 5, 12, 2013

92320S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
CASE NO.:
12000174CAAXMX

JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION,
Plaintiff,

vs.

SHAO CHANG LIN; XIU 
LAN LIN; et al.,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE 
PURSUANT TO
CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that sale will be 
made pursuant to an 
Order or Final Sum-
mary Judgment. Final 
Judgment was 
awarded on August 
27th, 2013, in Civil 
Case No. 12000174C 
AAXMX, of the Circuit 
Court of the FOUR-
TEENTH Judicial Cir-
cuit in and for GULF 
County, Florida, 
wherein, JPMORGAN 
CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION 
is the Plaintiff, and 
SHAO CHANG LIN; XIU 
LAN LIN; EMERALD 
COAST FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION; UN-
KNOWN TENANT #1 
N/K/A MATHEW 
FITXGERALD; UN-
KNOWN TENANT #2 
N/K/A DIANE DENNIS; 
are Defendants.

The clerk of the court, 
Rebecca L. Norris will 
sell to the highest bid-
der for cash in the 
lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
FL 32456 at 11:00 A.M. 
ET on the 26th day of 
September, 2013, the 
following described 
real property as set 
forth in said Final Sum-
mary Judgment, to wit:

LOT 11, BLOCK E, 
FOREHAND’S SEC-
OND ADDITION TO 
HIGHLAND VIEW, 
FLORIDA, ACCORD-
ING TO THE OFFICIAL 
MAP THEREOF ON 
FILE IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CLERK OF 
THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF TE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

Dated this 28th day of 
August, 2013.

Rebecca L. Norris
CLERK OF THE 
COURT

Deputy Clerk
BA Baxter

Aldridge Connors, LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff(s)
7000 West Palmetto 
Park Rd., Suite 307
Boca Raton, FL 33433
Phone: 561.392.6391
Fax: 561.392.6965
File No. 1031-633

IMPORTANT
IF YOU ARE A PER-
SON WITH A DISABIL-
ITY WHO NEEDS ANY 
ACCOMMODATION IN 
ORDER TO PARTICI-
PATE IN THIS PRO-
CEEDING, YOU ARE 
ENTITLED, AT NO 
COST TO YOU, TO 
THE PROVISION OF 
CERTAIN ASSIS-
TANCE. PLEASE CON-
TACT COURT ADMIN-
ISTRATION, P.O. BOX 
826, MARIANNA, 
FLORIDA 32447; 
PHONE; 850-718-0026; 
EMAIL: ADAREQUEST 
@JUD14.FLCOURTS.ORG,
AT LEAST 7 DAYS 
BEFORE YOUR 
SCHEDULED COURT 
APPEARANCE, OR IM-
MEDIATELY UPON RE-
CEIVING THIS NOTIFI-
CATION IF THE TIME 
BEFORE THE SCHED-
ULED APPEARANCE IS 
LESS THAN 7 DAYS: IF 
YOU ARE HEARING 
OR VOICE IMPAIRED 
CALL 711.
September 5, 12, 2013

92406S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA 
IN AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY
GENERAL JURISDIC-
TION DIVISION
CASE NO.
13000111CAAXMX

NATIONSTAR MORT-
GAGE, LLC. D/B/A 
CHAMPION MORT-
GAGE COMPANY,
Plaintiff,

vs.

AVA JORDAN
SOWELL, et. al.,
Defendant(s),

NOTICE OF ACTION -

CONSTRUCTIVE
SERVICE

TO: AVA JORDAN 
SOWELL AND UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF 
AVA JORDAN SOWELL

whose residence is 
unknown if he/she/they 
be living; and if 
he/she/they be dead, 
the unknown defend-
ants who may be 
spouses, heirs, devi-
sees, grantees, assign-
ees, lienors, creditors, 
trustees, and all parties 
claiming an interest by, 
through, under or 
against the Defendants, 
who are not known to 
be dead or alive, and 
all parties having or 
claiming to have any 
right, title or interest in 
the property described 
in the mortgage being 
foreclosed herein.

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that an action to 
foreclose a mortgage 
on the following prop-
erty:

LOT 15, BLOCK 42, 
OFFICIAL MAP OF 
PORT ST. JOE, FLA., 
ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF, RE-
CORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 1, PAGES 
16-18, INCLUSIVE, 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.

has been filed against 
you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy 
of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on 
counsel for Plaintiff, 
whose address is 6409 
Congress Avenue, 
Suite 100, Boca Raton, 
Florida 33487 on or be-
fore October 14, 2013, 
(30 days from Date of 
First Publication of this 
Notice) and file the 
original with the clerk of 
this court either before 
service on Plaintiff’s at-
torney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a 
default will be entered 
against you for the re-
lief demanded in the 
complaint or petition 
filed herein.

WITNESS my hand and 
the seal of this Court at 
Gulf County, Florida, 
this 4th day of Septem-
ber, 2013.

REBECCA NORRIS
CLERK OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk

ROBERTSON,
ANSCHUTZ, AND
SCHNEID, PL
ATTORNEY FOR
PLAINTIFF
6409 CONGRESS AVE, 
SUITE 100
BOCA RATON, FL 
33487
Sept 12, 19, 2013

92328S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 232013CA 
000010CAAXMX

CITIMORTGAGE, INC.
Plaintiff,

vs.

PATRICIA RAAP A/K/A 
PATRICIA LEE RAAP, 
et al
Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to a 
Summary Final Judg-
ment of foreclosure 
dated August 27, 2013 
and entered in Case 
No. 232013CA0000 
10CAAXMX of the Cir-
cuit Court of the FOUR-
TEENTH Judicial Cir-
cuit in and for GULF 
COUNTY, Florida, 
wherein CITIMORT-
GAGE, INC., is Plaintiff, 
and PATRICIA RAAP 
A/K/A PATRICIA LEE 
RAAP, et al are Defend-
ants, the clerk will sell 
to the highest and best 
bidder for cash, begin-
ning at 11:00 a.m. at 
GULF County Court-
house, Lobby Floor, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd, Port St. Joe, 
FL 32456, in accord-
ance with Chapter 45, 
Florida Statutes, on the 
26th day of September, 
2013, the following de-
scribed property as set 
forth in said Summary 
Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT FIVE (5), BLOCK 
‘C’, Wetappo Creek Es-
tates, as per recorded 
Plat thereof on file in 
the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court, 
Gulf County, Florida.

ALSO AND INCLUDING

Lot Four (4), Block ‘C’, 
Wetappo Creek Es-
tates, as per recorded 
Plat thereof on file in 
the Office of the Clerk 
of Circuit Court, Gulf 
County, Florida.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
funds from the sale, if 
any, other than the 
property owner as of 
the date of the lis pend-
ens must file a claim 
within 60 days after the 
sale.

Dated at Port St Joe, 
GULF COUNTY, Flor-
ida, this 28th day of Au-
gust, 2013.

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk of said Circuit 
Court

By: B A Baxter
As Deputy Clerk
File No. 26294
September 5, 12, 2013 92420S

Public Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the City 
Commission of the City 
of Port St. Joe, Florida, 
at a Special Meeting on 
the 24th day of Sep-
tember, 2013, at 5:01 
P.M., EST, in the regu-
lar Commission meet-
ing room at the Munici-
pal Building, Port St. 
Joe, Florida, will have 
the 2nd reading and 
consider for final adop-
tion an Ordinance with 
the following title:

Copies of the Ordi-
nance are available for 
public inspection at 
City of Port St. Joe City 
Hall, located at 305 
Cecil G. Costin Sr. 
Blvd., Port St. Joe, 

Florida.

ORDINANCE NO. 496

AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF PORT 
ST. JOE, FLORIDA, 
ADOPTING THE TEN-
TATIVE BUDGET FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2013/ 
2014 AS THE FINAL 
BUDGET OF THE 
CITY OF PORT ST. 
JOE, FLORIDA FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2013/ 
2014 AND PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

Transactions of the 
public meeting will not 
be recorded.  Persons 
wishing to appeal any 
decision made during 
the meeting will need a 
record of the proceed-
ing and should ensure 
a verbatim record is 
made, including the 
testimony on which the 
appeal is based.  In ac-
cordance with the 
Americans with Disa-
bilities Act, persons 
needing special ac-
commodations to par-
ticipate in this proceed-
ing should contact 
Charlotte Pierce, City 
Clerk, City of Port St. 
Joe, at City Hall, tele-
phone number (850) 
229-8261 Ext 113.
September 12, 2013

92418S
Public Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the City 
Commission of the City 
of Port St. Joe, Florida, 
at a Special Meeting on 
the 24th day of Sep-
tember, 2013, at 5:01 
P.M., EST, in the regu-
lar Commission meet-
ing room at the Munici-
pal Building, Port St. 
Joe, Florida, will have 
the 2nd reading and 
consider for final adop-
tion an Ordinance with 
the following title:

ORDINANCE NO. 495

AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF PORT 
ST. JOE, FLORIDA 
LEVYING THE AD 
VALOREM PROP-
ERTY TAX MILLAGE 
RATE FOR MUNICI-
PAL PURPOSES ON 
ALL TAXABLE PROP-
ERTY WITHIN THE 
CITY FOR THE FIS-
CAL YEAR BEGINN-
ING OCTOBER 1, 
2013 AND ENDING 
SEPTEMBER 30, 
2014, STATING THE 
PERCENTAGE BY 
WHICH THE MILLAGE 
LEVIED IS .32% 
MORE THAN THE 
ROLLED-BACK RATE; 
AND, PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Copies of the Ordi-
nance are available for 
public inspection at 
City of Port St. Joe City 
Hall, located at 305 
Cecil G. Costin Sr. 
Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida.

Transactions of the 
public meeting will not 
be recorded.  Persons 
wishing to appeal any 
decision made during 
the meeting will need a 
record of the proceed-
ing and should ensure 
a verbatim record is 
made, including the 
testimony on which the 
appeal is based.  In ac-
cordance with the 
Americans with Disa-
bilities Act, persons 
needing special ac-
commodations to par-
ticipate in this proceed-
ing should contact 
Charlotte Pierce, City 
Clerk, City of Port St. 
Joe, at City Hall, tele-
phone number (850) 
229-8261 Ext 113.
September 12, 2013

92428S
PUBLIC NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
BIDS
RFP 2013-07

The City of Port St. Joe 
will receive sealed bids 
from any qualified per-
son, company, or cor-
poration interested in 
providing construction 
services for the follow-
ing project:

2012 CDBG WATER 
SYSTEM/USDA MLK 
SIDEWALK IMPROVE-
MENTS

This project consists of 
constructing approxi-
mately 4,800 LF of 6” 
PVC, 6,000 LF of 3” 
PVC, fire hydrants, and 
associated appurte-
nances to provide 
water service for 175 
existing residences in 
the Port St. Joe com-
munity. The project 
also includes three 
blocks of sidewalk, 
stormwater, and park-
ing improvements as 
shown on the construc-
tion plans. The water 
improvement portion of 
this project is being 
funded by CDBG Grant 
Number 3DB-0I-02-33-
02-N07. The sidewalk 
portion of the project is 
being funded by a 
USDA RBEG grant.

Plans and Specifica-
tions can be obtained 
at Preble-Rish, Inc., 
324 Marina Drive, Port 
St. Joe, Florida 32456, 
(850) 227-7200.  Cost 
for Plans and Specifica-
tions will be $100.00 
per set and is non-re-
fund-able.  Checks 
should be made paya-
ble to PREBLE-RISH, 
INC. The bid must con-
form to Section 

287.133(3) Florida Stat-
ues on public entity 
crimes.

Completion date for 
this project will be 120 
days for Substantial 
Completion and 150 
days for Final Comple-
tion from the date of 
the Notice to Proceed 
presented to the suc-
cessful bidder.

Liquidated damages 
for failure to complete 
the project on the 
specified date will be 
set at $500 per day.

Please indicate on the 
envelope that this is a 
sealed bid for “2012 
CDBG Water System/ 
USDA MLK Sidewalk 
Improvements”.

Bids will be received 
until 3:00 P.M. Eastern 
Time, on October 10, 
2013 at the City of Port 
St. Joe City Hall, 305 
Cecil G. Costin Sr. 
Blvd., Port St. Joe, FL 
32456, and will be 
opened and read aloud 
at 3:05 P.M. Eastern 
Time. The City of Port 
St. Joe is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer/ 
Handicapped Accessi-
ble/Fair House Jurisdic-
tion.

The City of Port St. Joe 
reserves the right to 
waive informalities in 
any bid, to accept 
and/or reject any or all 
bids, and to accept the 
bid that in their judg-
ment will be in their 
best interest.  All bids 
shall remain firm for a 
period of sixty days af-
ter the opening. A 
mandatory Pre-Bid 
Conference will be held 
at the office of 
Preble-Rish, Inc., 324 
Marina Drive, Port St. 
Joe, Florida (850) 
277-7200 at 10:00 a.m. 
Eastern Time, on Sep-
tember 26, 2013.

All bidders shall com-
ply with all applicable 
state and local laws 
concerning licensing 
registration and regula-
tion of contractors do-
ing business in the 
State of Florida.

If you have any ques-
tions, please call Clay 
Smallwood at (850) 
227-7200.
Sept 12, 19, 2013

92426S
PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF PORT ST. 
JOE, FLORIDA
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 
SEALED BIDS

Sealed bids for City of 
Port St. Joe Landscap-
ing and Grounds Main-
tenance will be re-
ceived at City Hall, 305 
Cecil G. Costin Sr. 
Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida 32456 up until 
3:00 PM EST, Friday 
September 27, 2013. 
Bids will be publicly 
opened and acknowl-
edged, Wednesday 
September 27, 2013 at 
3:05 PM EST, in the 
City Commission 
Room.

Bids shall be submitted 
in a sealed envelope, 
plainly marked with 
bidder’s name, ad-
dress, date and time of 
opening, and bid num-
ber for “City of Port St. 
Joe Grounds Mainte-
nance”.

DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK: Work consists 
of landscape, grounds, 
and sports field mainte-
nance of the following 
sites: James “Benny” 
Roberts Sports Park, 
Centennial Building, 
Buck Griffin Lake, Pony 
League Ball Field, 
Washington Recreation 
Center, Port St Joe, FL 
32456. The landscap-
ing services required 
include weeding, culti-
vating, trimming, prun-
ing, mowing, edging 
and baseball and soft-
ball field prep and 
maintenance. A more 
detailed description of 
the work requirements 
is available in the bid 
package.

RFP: 2013-08

Copies of the Bid Pack-
age are available on 
the City website at 
www.cityofportstjoe.com and at
City Hall, 305 
Cecil G. Costin Sr. 
Blvd., Port St. Joe, 
Florida 32456 The doc-
uments may be exam-
ined at this address or 
obtained free of 
charge.

The City of Port St. Joe 
reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any and 
all Statements of Bids 
in whole or in part, to 
waive informalities in 
the process, to obtain 
new Statements of 
Bids, or to postpone 
the opening pursuant 
to the City’s purchasing 
policies. Each State-
ment of Bid shall be 
valid to the City of Port 
St. Joe for a period of 
sixty (30) days after the 
opening.

The City of Port St. 
Joe is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer
Sept 12, 19, 2013

95215S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 12-162 CA

CADENCE BANK, N.A.
Plaintiff,

vs.

WILLIAM J RISH, JR., 
WESLEY J. JONES, 
HEATHER T. JONES, 
a/k/a HEATHER ILENE 
THOMPSON RISH 
a/k/a HEATHER 
JONES, BANKTRUST, 
an Alabama Banking 
Company, BAY MEDI-
CAL CENTER CEN-
TENNIAL BANK, PROS-
PERITY BANK and 
GULF COAST VACA-
TION RENTALS, INC.
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE is hereby 
given that pursuant to a 
Summary Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure 
dated the 22nd day of 
August, 2013, in Case 
Number 12-162- CA, of 
the Circuit Court of the 
Fourteenth Judicial Cir-
cuit, in and for Gulf 
County, Florida, where-
in CADENCE BANK 
N.A. is Plaintiff, and 
DYKES, and WILLIAM J 
RISH, JR., WESLEY J. 
JONES, HEATHER T. 
JONES, a/k/a 
HEATHER ILENE 
THOMPSON RISH 
a/k/a HEATHER 
JONES, BANKTRUST, 
an Alabama Banking 
Company, BAY MEDI-
CAL CENTER CEN-
TENNIAL BANK, PROS-
PERITY BANK and 
GULF COAST VACA-
TION RENTALS, INC., 
are the Defendants, I 
will sell to the highest 
and best bidder at the 
front lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
Port St. Joe, Florida, at 
11:00 A.M., Eastern 
Time on the 26th day of 
September, 2013, the 
following described 
real property, as set 
forth in the Summary 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure, to-wit:

Parcel 1:
A parcel of land lying in 
Section 25, Township 8 
South, Range 11 West, 
Gulf County Florida, 
and being more partic-
ularly described as fol-
lows:

Commence at an iron 
pipe marking the point 
of the South boundary 
line of Lot 114 of the 
unrecorded “Plat of 
Golden,” prepared by 
C. P. Gaulding with the 
Easterly right-of-way 
line of County Road 
No. 30; thence along 
said Easterly right-of-
way line, N 15°40’21”W, 
145.38 feet to the Point 
of Beginning; thence 
continue along said 
right-of-way line N 
15°40’21”W, 505.99 feet 
to a point on the West 
boundary line of said 
Lot 114; thence along 
said West boundary 
line, N00°00’43” E, 9.59 
feet to the Northwest 
corner of said Lot 114; 
thence along the North 
boundary line of said 
Lot 114, N 89°57’35”E, 
192.69 feet; thence 
leaving said North 
boundary line, S 
08°08’34” E, 151.07 
feet; thence S01°52’51” 
W, 135.92 feet; thence 
South 14°12’21”W. 
104.52 feet; thence S 
01°50’11” W, 101.21 
feet; thence S89°57’35” 
W, 43.76 feet to the 
Point of Beginning.

AT THE TIME OF THE 
SALE, THE SUCCESS-
FUL HIGH BIDDER OR 
BIDDERS, AS THE 
CASE MAY BE, SHALL 
POST WITH THE 
CLERK A DEPOSIT 
EQUAL TO 5 PERCENT 
OF THE FINAL BID. 
THE DEPOSIT SHALL 
BE APPLIED TO THE 
SALE PRICE AT THE 
TIME OF PAYMENT. 
THE SUM REMAINING 
DUE AND OWING AF-
TER APPLICATION OF 
THE DEPOSIT SHALL 
BE PAID TO THE 
CLERK IN CERTIFIED 
FUNDS NO LATER 
THAN TEN (10) DAYS 
FROM THE DATE OF 
SALE.

THE SUCCESSFUL 
BIDDER, OR BIDDERS, 
AT THE SALE WILL BE 
REQUIRED TO PLACE 
THE REQUISITE 
STATE DOCUMEN-
TARY STAMPS ON 
THE CERTIFICATE OF 
TITLE.

If you are a person 
claiming a right to 
funds remaining after 
the sale, you must file a 
claim with the Clerk no 
later than 60 days after 
the sale. If you fail to 
file a claim, you will not 
be entitled to any re-
maining funds.  After 60 
days, only the owner of 
record, as of the date 
of the lis pendens, may 
claim the surplus.

DATED this 26th day of 
August, 2013

REBECCA L NORRIS
Clerk of the Court
Gulf County, Florida

By: B. A. Baxter
As Deputy Clerk
September 5, 12, 2013

95231S
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 
SEALED BIDS
BID#1213-18

The Gulf County Tour-
ist Development Coun-
cil (GCTDC) will receive 
bids from any person, 
company or corpora-
tion interested in pro-
viding the following:

Printing of the 2014 Of-
ficial Gulf County Visi-
tor Guide

Proposals due Friday, 
September 20, 2013 
no later than 4:30 PM 
ET Proposals will be 
opened Monday, Sep-
tember 23, 2013 at 
10:00 AM ET

Proposals must be de-
livered to the Gulf 
County Clerk of Court’s 
Office at 1000 Cecil G. 

Costin, Sr. Blvd, Room 
148, Port St. Joe, FL 
32456.

Please indicate on the 
envelope YOUR COM-
PANY NAME, that this 
is a SEALED BID and 
include the BID NUM-
BER.

Complete bid specifica-
tions may be obtained 
from the Gulf County 
Tourist Development 
Council, 150 Captain 
Fred’s Place, Port St. 
Joe, FL 32456, 850-
229-7800, or from the 
Gulf County website at 
www.gulfcounty-fl.gov.

Tynalin Smiley
Chairman

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk
September 5, 12, 2013

95215S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT, FOURTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF 
THE STATE OF FLOR-
IDA, IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY.
CASE NO. 13-46 PR
IN PROBATE

IN RE: The Estate of
SONJA ANN LEVINS,
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

TO ALL PERSONS 
HAVING CLAIMS OR 
DEMANDS AGAINST 
THE ABOVE ESTATE:

The administration of 
the estate of SONJA 
ANN LEVINS, de-
ceased, File Number 
13-46 PR is pending in 
the Circuit Court for 
Gulf County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the 
address of which is 
Gulf County Court-
house, Probate Divi-
sion, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Boulevard, 
Port St. Joe, FL 32456. 
The name and address 
of the personal repre-
sentative and the per-
sonal representative’s 
attorney are set forth 
below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT:

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is served within 
three months after the 
date of the first publica-
tion of this notice must 
file their claims with this 
Court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF THREE 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and per-
sons having claims or 
demands against the 
estate of the decedent 
must file their claims 
with this Court WITHIN 
THREE MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NO-
TICE.

ALL CLAIMS AND DE-
MANDS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

The date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice is September 5, 
2013.

/s/ Linda Freeman
LINDA FREEMAN
2410 Oak Grove Ave.
Port St. Joe, FL 32456
Personal
Representative
Estate of
Sonja Ann Levins

/s/ Thomas S. Gibson
THOMAS S. GIBSON
RISH, GIBSON & 
SCHOLZ, P.A.
116 Sailor’s Cove Drive
P. O. Box 39
Port St. Joe, FL 32457
(850) 229-8211
ATTORNEY FOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
FL BAR NO. 0350583
September 5, 12, 2013

95244S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION
CASE NO.:
23-2012-CA-000118
DIVISION:

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
NA,
Plaintiff,

vs.

STEPHEN HELMS 
A/K/A STEPHEN BEN-
NETT HELMS , et al,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
RESCHEDULED
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order Rescheduling 
Foreclosure Sale dated 
August 27th, 2013 and 
entered in Case NO. 
23-2012-CA-000118 of 
the Circuit Court of the 
FOURTEENTH Judicial 
Circuit in and for GULF 
County, Florida where-
in WELLS FARGO 
BANK, NA, is the Plain-
tiff and STEPHEN 
HELMS A/K/A STE-
PHEN BENNETT 
HELMS; THE UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF 
STEPHEN HELMS 
A/K/A STEPHEN BEN-
NETT HELMS; BRANDI 
N. JONES A/K/A 
BRANDI HELMS; ANY 
AND ALL UNKNOWN 
PARTIES CLAIMING 
BY, THROUGH, UN-
DER, AND AGAINST 
THE HEREIN NAMED 
INDIVIDUAL DEFEND-
ANT(S) WHO ARE NOT 
KNOWN TO BE DEAD 
OR ALIVE, WHETHER 

SAID UNKNOWN PAR-
TIES MAY CLAIM AN 
INTEREST AS 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DE-
VISEES, GRANTEES, 
OR OTHER CLAIM-
ANTS; are the De-
fendants, The Clerk of 
the Court will sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash at 
LOBBY OF THE GULF 
COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE at 11:00AM, on 
the 26th day of Sep-
tember, 2013, the fol-
lowing described prop-
erty as set forth in said 
Final Judgment:

LOT 2, BLOCK B: A 
PARCEL OF LAND LY-
ING AND BEING IN 
THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 36, 
TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH, 
RANGE 10 WEST, 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA, AND BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:

COMMENCE AT THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF SAID SEC-
TION 36, THENCE GO 
SOUTH 00 DEGREES 
20 MINUTES 39 SEC-
ONDS WEST FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 20.22 
FEET TO THE NORTH-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY 
BOUNDARY LINE OF 
BRIAN SETTERICH 
ROAD (HAVING A 70 
FOOT WIDE RIGHT OF 
WAY); THENCE GO 
SOUTH 88 DEGREES 
46 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS WEST ALONG 
SAID NORTHERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY 
BOUNDARY LINE OF A 
DISTANCE OF 446.35 
FEET FOR THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING. FROM 
SAID POINT OF BE-
GINNING CONTINUE 
SOUTH 88 DEGREES 
46 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS WEST ALONG 
SAID NORTHERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY 
BOUNDARY LINE FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 
177.00 FEET; THENCE 
DEPARTING SAID 
NORTHERLY RIGHT 
OF WAY BOUNDARY 
LINE, GO NORTH 01 
DEGREE 21 MINUTES 
11 SECONDS WEST 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 
246.10 FEET: THENCE 
GO NORTH 88 DE-
GREES 46 MINUTES 
04 SECONDS EAST 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 
177.00 FEET: THENCE 
GO SOUTH 01 
DEGREES 21 MIN-
UTES 11 SECONDS 
EAST FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 246.10 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING.
A/K/A LOT 2, BLOCK B, 
CRESTWOOD ACRES, 
UNRECORDED

A/K/A 221 BRYAN 
S E T T E R I C H ,
WEWAHITCHKA, FL 
32465-3103

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within sixty 
(60) days after the sale.
WITNESS MY HAND 
and the seal of this 
Court on Augsut 28th, 
2013.

BILL KINSAUL
Clerk the Circuit Court

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk

**See Americans with 
Disabilities Act
If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P. O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least seven 
(7) days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days.  If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711.

ADA Coordinator
P.O. Box 1089
Panama City, FL 32402
Phone: 850-747-5338 
Fax: (850) 747-5717
Hearing Impaired:
Dial 711
Email: ADARequest@ 
jud14.flcourts.org
F12002310
September 5, 12, 2013

95234S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT, FOURTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF 
THE STATE OF FLOR-
IDA, IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY.
CASE NO. 13- 47 PR
IN PROBATE

IN RE: The Estate of
JOSEPH PHILIP
ADAMS,
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

TO ALL PERSONS 
HAVING CLAIMS OR 
DEMANDS AGAINST 
THE ABOVE ESTATE:

The administration of 
the estate of JOSEPH 
PHILIP ADAMS, de-
ceased, File Number 
13-47 PR is pending in 
the Circuit Court for 
Gulf County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the 
address of which is 
Gulf County Court-
house, Probate Divi-
sion, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, Florida, 32456. 

The name and ad-
dress of the personal 
representative and that 
personal represen-
tative’s attorney are set 
forth below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT:

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is served within 
three months after the 
date of the first publica-
tion of this notice must 
file their claims with this 
Court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF THREE 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and per-
sons having claims or 
demands against the 
estate of the decedent 
must file their claims 
with this Court WITHIN 
THREE MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NO-
TICE.

ALL CLAIMS AND DE-
MANDS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

The date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice is September 5, 
2013.

s/Eileen Guillory
EILEEN GUILLORY
6814 Georgia Avenue
Port St. Joe, FL 32456
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
ESTATE OF JOSEPH 
PHILIP ADAMS

s/s. Russell Scholz
S. RUSSELL SCHOLZ
FL BAR NO. 0224839
RISH, GIBSON & 
SCHOLZ, P.A.
116 Sailors Cove Drive
P. O. Box 39
Port St. Joe, FL 32457
(850) 229-8211
ATTORNEY FOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
September 5, 12, 2013

95251S
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the Gulf 
County Board of 
County Commissioners 
will hold a public hear-
ing to consider adop-
tion of the following Or-
dinances with the fol-
lowing titles:

1)
AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMIS-
SIONERS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
ESTABLISHING PRO-
BATION SERVICES 
ADMINSTRATIVE FEES 
AND ENTITLED “PRO-
BATION SERVICES 
FEE” FOR GULF 
COUNTY; PROVIDING 
FOR REPEALER; CON-
FLICTS; MODIFICA-
TIONS THAT MAY 
ARISE FROM CONSID-
ERATION AT PUBLIC 
HEARING; SEVERA-
BILITY; AND PROVID-
ING FOR AN EFFEC-
TIVE DATE.

2)
AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMIS-
SIONERS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
ESTABLISHING PRE-
TRIAL RELEASE AD-
MINSTRATIVE FEES 
AND ENTITLED “PRE-

TRIAL RELEASE AD-
MINISTRATIVE SERV-
ICE FEE” FOR GULF 
COUNTY; PROVIDING 
FOR REPEALER; CON-
FLICTS; MODIFICA-
TIONS THAT MAY 
ARISE FROM CONSID-
ERATION AT PUBLIC 
HEARING; SEVERA-
BILITY; AND PROVID-
ING FOR AN EFFEC-
TIVE DATE.

*Complete Ordinances 
on file in the Clerk’s Of-
fice*

A public reading, intro-
ductions and public 
hearing will be held 
during the Gulf County 
Board of County Com-
missioner’s Regular 
Meeting on Tuesday, 
September 24th at 9:00 
a.m. est. in the County 
Commissioner’s meet-
ing room in the Robert 
M. Moore Administra-
tion Building, Gulf 
County Courthouse 
Complex, Port St. Joe, 
Florida.

All interested persons 
may appear and be 
heard with respect to 
the proposed Ordi-
nance and referenced 
amendments.  If a per-
son decides to appeal 
any decisions made by 
the Gulf County Com-
mission with respect to 
any matter considered 
at this hearing, he/she 
will need a record of 
the proceedings and 
that for such purpose 
he/she may need to en-
sure a verbatim record 
of the proceedings 
made and which would 
include any evidence 
upon which the appeal 
is to be based.

A copy of the proposed 
Ordinances are availa-
ble for inspection on 
weekdays between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. est., 
and 5:00 p.m. est. at 
the Office of the Clerk 
of Court, Gulf County 
Courthouse, 1000 C.G. 
Costin, Sr., Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, Florida, 32456.

BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS
GULF COUNTY,
FLORIDA

BY: TYNALIN SMILEY, 
CHAIRMAN
September 12, 2013

96211S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CASE NO.:
2009-CA-000520

REGIONS BANK
D/B/A REGIONS 
MORTGAGE,
Plaintiff,

vs.

CHARLES SCOTT 
SEYMOUR, et al.,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to 
the Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered on 
December 13, 2012, in 
Case No. 2009-CA-
000520 of the Circuit 
Court of the Fourteenth 
Judicial Circuit for Gulf 
County, Florida, in 
which Regions Bank 
d/b/a Regions Mort-
gage, Plaintiff, and 

95289S
NOTICE
TO RECEIVE SEALED
BID #1213-19

The Gulf County Tour-
ist Development Coun-
cil (GCTDC) will receive 
proposals from any 
company or corpora-
tion interested in pro-
viding the following:

Services to Design, 
Manage, and Maintain 
the Gulf County Florida 
TDC website:
www.visitgulf.com.

RFQ Deadline: Friday, 
September 27, 2013 
no later than 4:00 PM 
ET and will be opened 
on Monday, September 
30, 2013 at 10:00 AM 
ET.

Responses to this RFQ 
must include one (1) 
original and five (5) 
copies and be deliv-
ered to:
Gulf County Clerk of 
Court
Attn: Kari Summers
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd, Room 148
Port St. Joe, FL  32456.

Please indicate on the 
envelope YOUR COM-
PANY NAME, that this 
is a SEALED RFP and 
include the BID NUM-
BER.

This RFQ is available 
for response from all in-
terested firms who can 
demonstrate the neces-
sary experience, and 
the capability to handle 
a program of the size, 
scope and complexity 
of the integrated 
website and communi-
cation services of the 
Gulf County TDC.

Finalist will be chosen 
based on overall quali-
fications and experi-
ence with development 
of successful consumer 
websites in preferably 
in travel industry. Upon 
acceptance of the fi-
nalist by the BOCC, the 
GCTDC Executive Di-
rector will work with the 
selected contractor to 
develop a project 
schedule, scope of 
work and project 
budget.

All questions should be 
directed to the T.D.C. 
Executive Director Jen-
nifer Jenkins at 850-
229-7800.

Tynalin Smiley
Chairman

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk of Court
Sept. 12, 19, 2013
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Inbound-Outbound Sales/
Call Center Representative

Panama City, FL
Halifax Media Group of Northwest Florida is growing. 
Want to join us? We are currently hiring for a Call Center 
Representative to work in our Panama City office. We are 
seeking a fast paced individual who can communicate 
with customers via telephone and email. As a Call Center 
Representative, you will be responsible for maintaining and 
enhancing current customer accounts as well as contacting 
prospective clients to gain new business. Representatives are 

expected to maintain a working knowledge of all products, services, and promotions that 
Halifax Media Group offers. Experienced professionals are encouraged to apply. 

Job Requirements:
   •     2 years previous sales experience, preferably in a Call Center environment
   •     Ability and desire to sell
   •     Strong communication skills
   •     Proficiency with all Microsoft applications
   •     Detail oriented team player with a passion for helping customers

Halifax Media Group of Northwest Florida is a great place to work. 
All full-time employees are eligible for health & dental insurance,
Life/AD&D/Long-term disability insurance, 401K plan, and paid time off. 

In addition, we offer:
   •     Performance/ Incentive Based Pay Scale
   •     Friendly Team Environment 
   •     Supportive & Motivating Staff to help you succeed 
   •     Positive, Professional and Upbeat work environment 
   •     We Promote from within! 

Please submit resume & cover letter to:
lgrimes@pcnh.com 1
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To Place Your
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Call Our New Numbers Now!
Call:

850-747-5020

Toll Free:
800-345-8688

Fax:
850-747-5044

Email:
thestar@pcnh.com

thetimes@pcnh.com
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4514220RENTALS

108 S. E. AVE. A 
CARRABELLE, FLORIDA 32322

Contact Randi Dempsey
(850) 697-5300 

www.seacrestre.com
www.fi rstfi tness.com/carrabelle

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AND RENTALS

SEACREST REAL ESTATE, INC.  IS NOW

1 BR / 2 BA FURNISHED CONDO WITH POOL ON 
TIMBER ISLAND, UTILITIES INCLUDED............... $1200
2 BR / 1 BA FURNISHED APARTMENT
IN LANARK...................................................... $500
3 BR / 2 BR HOME IN 
CARRABELLE................................................... $700
OFFICE BUILDING  FOR RENT 1500 SQ FT/ 2 LOTS 
                                                       ................................. $650(HIGHWAY 98 FRONTAGE)

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY ON HWY 98, 
UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES- CALL CHARLOTTE 
FOR DETAILS (850) 370-6223

Creamer’s Tree 
Service

Call Jason @ 
(850)832-9343

Text FL65094 to 56654

Call To Place
An Ad In The
Classifieds

Business Service
Directory.
747-5020

If you’re ready to move and
overflowing with stuff

Classified can help you
store it or sell it!

Chevy Pickup K2500,
1994; V8, 4x4, Sil-
verado. 228k miles. 
Very good running con-
dition. New 5 speed 
manual transmission. 
No rust. Black long 
bed, toolbox. $3,800 
OBO. 850-624-2454
Text FL65055 to 56654

4514221

OFFICE/WAREHOUSE 
SPACE FOR LEASE 

@ 151-A Commerce Park 
12x12 office/bath/ with 800 

sq. ft. warehouse space...
make this your new business 
location...$575.00 per month/

1 year lease call Gina @ 
229-8014 today...

Year Round Rental
3bd/2ba, 4 blocks from 
beach, huge fenced in 

yard w/garage. 
1st/last/Sec. Pet 

friendly. References
required. 850-348-7774

Wewahitchka
2br/2ba 156 Patrick 

St. Single Family, 
1,112 sq ft. Fixer 

upper.
Lease or Sale, $100 
Down $240 month 

(877) 500-9517

1bd/1ba fully furnished 
& equipped, utilities 

incld’d, in town in PSJ, 
$1000 mo.

Active military 10%
discount 850-867-3611
Text FL64207 to 56654

For Rent
Duplex

2 Bedroom, 1 1/2 Bath, 
Large Kitchen & Family 
Room, Swimming Pool, 
Game Room, T.V., 
Laundry Room. Fully 
Furnished, includes 
Elec Power & Water, 
garbage pickup. $1,100 
month. + $300 dep. Lo-
cation: C30 1 mi East 
pass Raw Bar on left. 
770-639-6203 or 
850-227-3361.

Stately historic home 
with great Bay View. 3 
Br, 2.5 Baths. Elegant 
throughout. $1150 per 
month.  850-227-7234

Park your car
in Classified
and see it
take off in

the fast lane!
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EASTERN
SHIPBUILDING
GROUP

MORE THAN A JOB… A FUTURE!
LONG TERM WORK

an aggressive leader in the Marine Industry, located in Panama City, FL
has the following opportunities for skilled craftsmen:

ShipfitterS  •  pipefitterS  •  pipe WeLDerS 
X-ray WeLDerS 

  OutSiDe MachiniStS 
inDuStriaL Marine eLectricianS

Competitive wages DOE, and a comprehensive benefits package including:
Company paid health, dental, and life insurance, 401(k), attendance

& safety bonuses. Normal work week to include overtime.

Qualified craftsmen should apply in person: Mon-Fri, 8am-12pm - 1pm- 4:30 pm
HUMAN RESOURCES (2 Locations):

13300 Allanton Rd., Panama City, FL 32404 and
134 S. East Ave., Panama City, FL 32401

(850) 522-7400, ext. 2285, 2322, or 2302 Fax: (850) 874-0208
EOE/Drug Free Workplace

Sales/Business Dev

Telemarketer
Looking for

EXPERIENCED
Telemarketers.

We would like to talk 
to you!

Contact Marlo at
Professor Tax USA

850-914-0054
or

850-814-9994
Web ID#: 34264903
Text FL64903 to 56654

Management

Manager
Large Self Storage fa-
cility in Panama City, 
FL seeking on site 
management couple. 
Skills required: Com-
puter knowledge, previ-
ous rental exp, outside 
maintenance, people 
skills; References re-
quired; Salary negotia-
ble. Send inquiries to:
bmatt22@mchsi.com
or mail to Blind Box 
3554 c/o The News 
Herald, P.O. Box 1940, 
Panama City, FL 32402

Web ID#: 34264418

Wewahitchka 122 2nd 
street, Saturday Sept. 
14th, @ 1 pm/ CST

STORAGE 
AUCTION

Auctioning off five stor-
age units!

Logistics/Transport

EARN EXTRA 
INCOME

Are you looking to 
make extra money? 

Home delivery
carriers needed in 

Panama City, 
Callaway, Parker, 

Springfield.

Great opportunity to
own your own

BUSINESS

For more information 
please contact

Jamie Meadors at 
jmeadors@pcnh.com
OR Apply in person 
at: 501 W 11th St.

and ask for a
carrier application

Web ID#: 34265008

These tiny ads
sell, hire, rent
and inform for
thousands of
families each

week. Let a little
Classified ad do a

big job for you.
The Port St. Joe
Star Classified 

747-5020

Charles Scott Sey-
mour, et al., are De-
fendants, I will sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash, in the 
courthouse lobby, 1000 
Cecil G. Costin, Sr. 
Blvd., Port St. Joe, FL 
32456, at 11:00 a.m. ET 
or as soon thereafter as 
the sale may proceed, 
on the 26th day of Sep-
tember, 2013, the fol-
lowing described real 
property as set forth in 
said Final Judgment, 
to-wit:

LOT 7, BLOCK 49, ST. 
JOSEPH’S ADDITION 
TO THE CITY OF PORT 
ST. JOE, UNIT NUM-
BER THREE, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF, RE-
CORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 1, PAGE 32, OF 
THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Any person or entity 
claiming an interest in 
the surplus, if any, re-
sulting from the foreclo-
sure sale, other than 
the property owner as 
of the date of the Lis 
Pendens, must file a 
claim on the same with 
the Clerk of Court 
within 60 days after the 
foreclosure sale.

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 

ADOPTION:
Affectionate College 
Sweethearts. Secure 

Stay-Home-Mom 
await baby.

♥ Carolyn & Chris ♥
♥ 1-800-552-0045 ♥
Expenses Pd FLBar42311

this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P. O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 747-
5338 at least seven (7) 
days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711.

Dated this 26th day of 
August, 2013.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
Clerk of Circuit Court

By: BA Baxter
As Deputy Clerk
September 5, 12, 2013
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