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The Port St. Joe Port Authority last week 
approved the fi rst steps in the lengthy pro-
cess of achieving dredging of the deepwater 
shipping channel.

Port director Tommy Pitts said he and staff 
from state agencies had identifi ed several 
hoops the Port Authority should leap through 
in the near future as a timeline and process 
for securing dredging becomes clearer.

“We have been working with the (Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection), 
the (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) and oth-
ers on the dredging,” Pitts said. “The DEP 
has been proactive in cooperating with us 
and is assisting us.”

Pitts said two urgent steps forward are 
a permit pre-application meeting with the 
stakeholding regulatory agencies and a sea-
grass survey of the channel and adjacent 
areas.

The pre-application meeting, tentatively 
planned for two weeks from now, would be to 
clearly defi ne requirements for the dredge 
permit application. 

Port Authority 
takes fi rst steps 

on dredging 
channel

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl .com

Harry Lee Smith tried for several 
years to retire as president of Emer-
ald Coast Federal Credit Union.

He expressed a desire for some-
one else to have the opportunity to 
help as he had, to serve as he had, to 
enjoy and be blessed as he had.

He just couldn’t fi nd any takers, 
not as long as Smith agreed to return 
to the fold.

So, fi nally, after 45 years, Smith 
made the decision easy, formally re-
signing in a letter to the members of 
the board of the credit union in order 
to preempt any attempts to back him 
down from his decision.

Smith simply thought it time an-
other had the joy and blessing of 
service.

“I just enjoy helping people,” 
Smith said about why he stayed in the 
volunteer position for 45 years. “We 
have great employees, and there is 
really a charitable heart in that place. 
That kind of stuff I enjoy.

“That is the only bank left that is a 
hometown bank run by local people. I 
was lucky before that nobody wanted 
to take my place. I wanted to let other 
people have the opportunity to serve 
that I did. The credit union will go 
on.”

Smith’s DNA surely contains a hu-
man-assistance chromosome. One 
nurtured without fanfare or atten-
tion, but always with a gentle smile 
and kind word.

He has long been the familiar face 
of Uncle Sam during Independence 
on the Coast celebrations. 

He is known for his work with 
cars, changing oil or other small re-
pairs, for those in need throughout 

the community.
Emerald Coast Federal Credit 

Union offi cials made sure Smith’s re-
tirement from the board did not im-
pact his willingness to do minor work 
on repossessed cars.

He is heavily involved in his First 
Baptist Church family, leading blood 
drives and other outreach events. He 
is a rabid booster for Port St. Joe ath-
letics and the schools.

Smith also serves on a board at 
Sacred Heart Hospital.

“He never thinks of himself,” Me-
lissa Ramsey said. “He is a friend to 
many, and he’s a true friend. He walks 
the walk. His actions speak louder 
than his words and he would just as 
soon not speak any words.

“He does those little extra things 
to bring joy in people’s lives and he 
does it without fanfare, without want-
ing any attention.”

After his retirement from the St. 
Joe Paper Company after 44 years, 
Smith and community volunteer have 
fi t as well as his familiar brightly-col-
ored Polo shirts and ramrod-straight 
carriage.

“It’s a real blessing to help peo-
ple,” Smith said. “You never run out 
of things to do if you volunteer.”

That ethos was imbued in Smith 
as a young child.

His father passed when he was 6. 
He was an only child and his mother 
worked hard to make ends meet. 

He has never forgotten the kind-
ness of Mr. Costin at St. Joe Hard-
ware, who brought his mother in and 
told her whatever she needed, let him 
know. 

He has also not forgotten the gen-
erosity of the folks he worked with and 
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The peak tourist season is al-
most at an end in Gulf County, but 
the Tourist Development Council 
isn’t taking it lightly.

Rather than relax during the 
off-season, the TDC plans to 
launch their fall marketing plan 
this week with a focus on grow-
ing visitors over the fall months.

Over the next 30 days, the 
TDC will utilize the social media 

website Pinterest.com to display 
locations around Gulf County. 
Visitors and area residents will 
be encouraged to decode the lo-
cations and share any relevant 
stories.

“It’s going to be fun and inter-
active,” said Marketing Manager 
Michelle Perrin. “We’re reaching 
out to our Gulf County experts.”

The goal of the campaign is 
to familiarize residents and po-
tential visitors with some of the 
interesting and photogenic ar-
eas that Gulf County has to of-

fer while potentially opening up 
some eyes to areas that locals 
and visitors may not have visited 
before.

 “Everyone knows the gazebo 
by Frank Pate Park,” executive 
director Jennifer Jenkins said. 
“But they may not know it from a 
different perspective.”

While the goal is not to stump 
anyone, Jenkins will provide a 
hint if a picture proves to be too 
obscure.

Off-season 
marketing plans 
for the TDC 
include a 
30-day contest 
to identify 
locations around 
Gulf County.

WES LOCHER | The Star

TDC off-season marketing plans will seek out Gulf County experts

See MARKETING A3

‘It’s a blessing to help people’
ECFCU president steps down after 45 years

See DREDGING A5

“I just enjoy helping 
people. We have 
great employees, 

and there is really 
a charitable heart 
in that place. That 

kind of stuff I enjoy.”
Harry Lee Smith

former president of Emerald Coast 
Federal Credit Union

See HELPING A3

By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl .com

The fi rst phase of an ini-
tiative to bring affordable 
housing to Port St. Joe got 
a green light from city com-
missioners on Tuesday.

The next step is up to 
the Paces Foundation and 
the state of Florida.

The city and Paces 
agreed formally to a Mem-
orandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) that fuels the 
foundation’s application for 
critical housing tax credits 
to pump capital into a pro-
posal to build up to 74 af-
fordable housing units on 
the north side of the city.

“We look forward to 
working with you for a long, 

long time,” said Rick Hay-
mond, a development asso-
ciate with the Paces Foun-
dation, a not-for-profi t that 
has constructed affordable 
housing complexes around 
Northwest Florida.

The city’s part of the 
deal comes with little cost 
or risk.

The city agrees to des-
ignate the development, on 

41.96 acres near the Wash-
ington Recreation Center 
as affordable and allow the 
construction of up to 74 
units, which will primarily 
if not solely be apartments.

The city agrees to work 
with Paces and the county 
on any issues that repre-
sent an obstacle to the de-
velopment and to provide a 
platform for Paces to reach 

out to the community for 
review and input of design 
and development of the 
property.

In turn, the Paces Foun-
dation will perform all 
the heavy lifting to put to-
gether an application pack-
age to the Florida Hous-
ing Finance Cooperation 
for an award of Federal 
Low Income Housing Tax 

Credits.
That includes surveys, 

engineering, design work, 
environmental assessment 
and site plans.

The Foundation lever-
ages those credits with pri-
vate lenders to inject dol-
lars into the development 
of affordable housing.

See AGREEMENT A8

Affordable housing agreement approved
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The Parker House and 
vacant city clerk position 
were the main topics at 
last week’s Mexico Beach 
City Council workshop.

The city purchased the 
Parker House in mid-2011 
with plans to turn it into 
the new city hall. Current-
ly, employees use a small 
refurbished bank building 
for all city hall operations.

Shortly after the build-
ing was purchased, elec-
trical issues caused a fire 
that did significant damage 
to the structure, including 
a collapsed roof.

Initial repair estimates 
for the building were 
$323,000 though it was later 
determined that it wasn’t 
financially viable for the 
city to make the suggested 
repairs. 

As talks between the 
construction and insur-
ance companies went on, 
the cost continued to rise, 
first to $440,000 then to 
$660,070.

To-date the city has 
spent $140,000 on repairs 

and estimates it will take 
another $393,945 to com-
plete the project. 

Additional costs were 
incurred to bring the build-
ing up to commercial grade 
with updates to the elec-
tricity, windows and venti-
lation systems.

The council will speak 
with a structural engineer 
before proceeding further 
with the project.

The house holds signifi-
cance for the community 
and was named after Char-
lie Parker who founded 
Mexico Beach in 1949. Park-
er was also the preacher at 
the city’s first church and 
became the first mayor of 
Mexico Beach.

The council also dis-
cussed the still-vacant city 
clerk position. 

Applications had been 
accepted since the resigna-
tion of Sharon McGhee last 
month. The council had 
landed on five candidates 
that they were interested in 
bringing in for interviews.

While some candidates 
located in surrounding 
areas, others were as far 
away as Palm Coast, Chi-
cago and even Minnesota.

The council immedi-
ately ran into roadblocks 
scheduling face-to-face in-
terviews due to current job 
responsibilities of the can-
didates or the prohibitive 
costs of airfare with less 
than a week’s notice.

Councilman Jack Mul-
len made a motion to con-
duct phone interviews with 
strong candidates who 
were unable to travel to 
Mexico Beach, and then 
meet face-to-face with any 
candidates who showed 
potential. 

The motion failed when 
the rest of the council 
voiced a common prefer-
ence to only conduct face-
to-face interviews.

Mayor Al Cathey said 
that he preferred to meet 
people in person, while 
Councilwoman Tanya Cas-
tro cited potential Sunshine 
law issues if phone inter-
views couldn’t be heard by 
the public.

Despite the difficulty in 
getting qualified candidates 
in the same room as the 
council, the group decided 
that they would attempt to 
schedule interviews for the 
following week. 

LEARN MORE AT MEXICOBEACH.COM
PRESENTED BY THE MEXICO BEACH COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Mexico Beach, Florida,
A FREE EVENT AT SUNSET PARK 6–8 PM CST

MUSIC
IN THE PARK

SEPT. 5: JERRY SALLEY WITH BO SPRING
SEPT. 12: HEAT & THE ZYDECO GENTS

SEPT. 19: ROCKIN' RANDALL & THE GANG
SEPT. 26: CHARLIE & DANA BLACK
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I SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY’S UNIVERSITY

Investment in our community and students will have lasting
effects for generations to come. I am very pleased to be a part of

FSU PanamaCity andwelcome our incoming Freshman.

— Dorothy Imperial, Ph.D.
Elementary Education Faculty, FSU Panama City

To learn how you can support our community’s university, contact Mary Beth Lovingood at
(850) 770-2108 or mblovingood@pc.fsu.edu.

THE CAMPAIGN FOR OUR
COMMUNITY’S UNIVERSITY

Endowment for Tomorrow’s Jobs
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Roll up your sleeves and
roll down your energy costs

Weatherization - or sealing air leaks - can save up to 40 percent on heating and
cooling bills. Conditioned air mixes with outside air through gaps in exterior
walls, windows, doors, roofs and floors, wasting energy and money. Caulking and
weather stripping alleviates drafts and helps your home feel warmer when it's cold
outside. Go for the most benefit with the least expense and weatherize your home.

www.gcec.com
or

(850) 639.2216
(800) 333.9392

Why?

Special to the Star

The Parker House was purchased by the city with plans to turn it into the new city 
hall.

Mexico Beach city council talks 
Parker house, city clerk

Star Staff Report

Two Port St. Joe residents were ar-
rested on drug charges following a traf-
fic stop in Mexico Beach early Tuesday 
morning.

Tierre Javazzia Ash and Willie Eu-
gene Jones were arrested after they 
were found in possession of marijuana 
and crack cocaine after the vehicle Ash 
was driving was stopped for a traffic 
infraction.

Ash had 36 individually wrapped 
bags of marijuana and a plastic bag that 
contained crack cocaine, according to 
a report from the Mexico Beach Police 
Department.

Jones had a small plastic bag con-
taining less than 20 grams of marijuana. 

A search of the vehicle revealed drug 

paraphernalia that included scales with 
marijuana residue, rolling papers and 
small empty clear bags. 

Ash was charged with possession of 
marijuana with intent to distribute, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, and pos-
session of a controlled substance; co-
caine. He was taken to the Bay County 
Jail. 

Jones was charged with possession 
of a controlled substance and issued a 
notice to appear prior to being released. 

A third occupant of the vehicle was 
not charged with any crime.

The car, a 2007 Chevy Impala was 
seized for forfeiture proceedings.

The Mexico Beach Police Depart-
ment was assisted by the Gulf County 
Sheriff ’s Office and Panama City Police 
Department.

Pair charged after  
MB traffic stop
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Over the course of the 
month, 10 contributors 
will be awarded gift cards 
for their participation. 

At the end of the 
month, one grand prize 
will be awarded that in-
cludes a week-long stay 
at a Barrier Dunes home 
courtesy of Gulf Coast 
Vacation Rentals, About 
Fun Charters will take 
the winners on a four-
hour excursion of their 
choice, Dockside Seafood 
and Raw Bar will provide 
dinner for two, and travel 
expenses will be paid by 
the TDC, encouraging 
those from out of town to 
get in on the fun.

“We’re visually high-
lighting Gulf County,” 
said Jenkins. “We’re go-
ing to get some chatter 
going.”

The TDC will build 
awareness for the con-
test through e-blasts to 
their subscriber list of 
24,000 people. They’ll be 
targeting female deci-
sion-makers, explorers 
and nature and pet lov-

ers throughout Florida, 
Alabama and Georgia.

The campaign 
will also be promoted 
through Facebook and 
Google Ads to reach the 
widest audience possible. 
Jenkins’ goal is to reach 
900,000 people by the be-
ginning of October. 

“People enjoy beauti-
ful images,” said Perrin. 
“We wanted to explore 
what we could do with 
Pinterest in order to 
reach out to people.”

Jenkins reported that 
the bed tax collection for 
July was up almost 8 per-
cent from last year and 
the TDC has exceeded 
their revenue projec-
tions for the fi scal year 
with reports from Au-
gust and September still 
pending.

“The rain this sum-
mer made it iffy,” said 
Jenkins. “It shows that 
with strong marketing, 
messaging and what we 
have to offer as a destina-
tion, the weather didn’t 
deter our guests.”

w w w . d o r a l b a n k f l o r i d a . c o m
Minimum to open a CD and earn the annual percentage yield, $500. For 12-month CDs, a portion or all of
the principal amount may be withdrawn one time prior to CD maturity date without penalty. Unless otherwise
specified, penalty may be assessed for early withdrawal from CDs. Minimum deposit to open Yield of Dreams
account, $100; new money only; account limited to six non in-person withdrawals, including checks, per
statement cycle;minimumaverage daily balance to earn annual percentage yield of 1.00% is $100,000.Additional
tiers: $45,000 - $99,999.99 = 0.85% APY; $25,000 - $44,999.99 = 0.80% APY; $10,000 - $24,999.99 = 0.75% APY;
$.01 - $9,999.99 = 0.00% APY. APYs are accurate as of Sept. 3, 2013. Rates subject to change at any time.
Fees could reduce earnings on the accounts. Doral Bank Florida is a division of Doral Bank, member FDIC.

With One-time
No-penalty
Withdrawal
(new money only)

12-
MONTH

CD 1.05%
APY

24-MONTH CD

1.30%
APY

13-MONTH CD

1.10%
APY

1.00%
APY

MONEY
MARKET
ACCOUNT

Yield of Dreams

123 N. Tyndall Parkway • 784.3939

Bank on the
Best of Terms
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Offering
Independent Living,
Assisted Living, and

Respite.

Models NowOpen!

141 Kaelyn Lane
Port St. Joe, Florida �����
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OpenHouse
September 17th,

� - � p.m.

Wine and
hors d’oeuvres
will be served.
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9454 HWY 98 BEACON HILL AT THE
MEXICO BEACH CITY LIMITS (850) 647-8310

 THE T A HILLONC BEA89  HWY4549

OPENDAILY AT 11 • PACKAGE STORE & LOUNGE
GREAT SELECTION OF ALL YOUR FAVORITE BEER, WINE & SPIRITS

• FRIDAY - 9PM •

SOUTHERN SUNDAY
• SATURDAY - 9PM •

BOTTOMS UP BAND

WWW.LOOKOUTLOUNGE.COM

- IN THE CROW’S NEST -
FRIDAY - SATURDAY

KARAOKE ★ DJ ★ DANCING

• SUNDAY - 7PM •

RANDY STARK U
P
C
O
M
IN

G
E
V
E
N
T
SON THE POOP DECK

MARKETING from page A1 for at the old Dime Store in 
his youth. They made sure 
he got meals, had the little 
things a boy needs.

“I would never have 
made it except for the 
people in that dime store,” 
Smith said. “I will never 
forget Mr. Costin. Today I 
have sense of loyalty to St. 
Joe Hardware. I was raised 
to work.”

The credit union, origi-
nally the St. Joe Paper-
makers Credit Union, to be 
joined by the Gulf County 
Teachers Association, 
becoming the Commu-
nity Credit Union in 1998 
and later Emerald Coast, 
was founded with similar 
beliefs.

Employees helped 
customers, who until the 
teachers joined consisted 
of St. Joe Paper Company 
employees and immedi-
ate family, balance their 
checkbooks. 

The credit union estab-
lished a phone exchange, 
called Timber Chatter and 
later Sandy Shores, which 
provided host of services. 

Customers called the 
number, dialed in a pass-
word and could check 
balances, accounts. The 
exchange spread to Wewa-
hitchka, Mexico Beach and 
Eastpoint.

The bookkeeping was all 
single-entry and the book-
keeper typically took the 
books home with her to fi n-
ish the daily accounting.

“They know people by 
name there,” Smith said. 
“You are not a number. We 
have done it in a small town. 

We have survived mergers. 
We have survived.”

For a deposit as small as 
$5, one was a member. The 
board of directors, all vol-
unteers, decided loans.

“I think it was very tough 
for him to retire because 
he wants to help people so 
much,” Ramsey said. “It 
was a sensitive issue for 
him. He feels such an obli-
gation to people and to his 
community.

“What a blessing the 
community of Port St. Joe 
has. He is so graceful. He 
is that caring and compas-
sionate of a man. He al-
ways defl ects, and he is so 
involved in his community, 
changing oil for older la-
dies, putting money in peo-
ple’s accounts when they 
need it.”

But times change. 
The credit union has a 

website and an expanded 
building and more than 
4,000 customers. The credit 
union must charge federal-
ly-mandated fees, and data 
processing has replaced 
single-entry accounting. 
There are moves afoot to 
make other changes in how 
directors are selected and 
paid and Smith sees that as 
the “ruin” of credit unions.

“We strive to offer all 
the services that all credit 
unions have,” Smith said. 
“I will continue to help 
them but I don’t want to be 
involved in the day-to-day 
operations.

“The credit union was 
an opportunity to help 
people. I want to see that 
hometown (feel) survive.”

FILE PHOTO

Independence on the Coast was never an event until 
Harry Lee Smith arrived as Uncle Sam.

HELPING from page A1

Like us on

THE PORT ST. JOE STAR
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Don’t Give Us The Old 
“we were bored” Bunk!

BORED? Are you kidding me? 
Listen, we didn’t have TV, Rubix 
Cubes, mini-cams, ipads, laptops 
or cyberspace. We’d never 
heard of Hollywood Squares, 
Let’s Make a Deal or 
Dancing with the Stars. 
We had to cook with a slow 
baking oven. You had to get 
in line and wait your turn 
at Gene’s Barber Shop. 
Time didn’t move at all in 
December and January. 

But I don’t ever 
remember one time, ever, in 
my whole life, being bored! 

God gave us that remarkable 
mind so we could enjoy life even 
on slow days. We invented ways to 
keep ourselves occupied. We could 
spend half an afternoon looking for 
four leaf clovers. And laying on our 
backs and picking out pirate ships, 
Indian faces and jumbo jets in the 
quick moving clouds would make 
any day roll along at a reasonable 
pace. Mundane some would say? 
Obviously, they never “out four leaf 
clovered” the entire neighborhood or 
found a Tyrannosaurs Rex in a puffy 
cumulus when the rest of the group 
could only “see” a rag doll face or an 
ordinary alarm clock. 

Those people who think the 1950’s 
were “simple times” most likely didn’t 
grow up back then! We’d throw rocks 
at a can on the top of a fence post. 
We’d climb the tallest tree we could 
fi nd and look for the big white silos 
out at Keco Mills. We’d fi sh for hours 
down at Archie Moore’s pond. When 
we realized the fi sh weren’t hungry, 
we’d run those Black Angus cows into 
the water, grab a tail and see if they 
would “ski” us to the other side! 

We’d fl atten out cardboard boxes 
and slide down the steepest hill we 
could fi nd. We had crabapple wars 
and fl ag pole climbing contests. Me, 
Ricky Hale and Bobby Brewer had 
a pillow fi ght in our back bed room 
that lasted for three days. We’d 

hang around Bill Argo’s Gulf Station 
and listen to the grownups “carry 
on” about hog prices, the weather 

and the merits of a John 
Deere over an International 
Harvester.    

The lone phone hanging in 
the hall was for emergencies 
only. The World Wide Web 
consisted of all those 
people who were on your 
party line. YouTube was a 
rubber infl ated tire insert 
that belonged to a friend. 
There was no such thing 

as “uploading”, “downloading” or 
“sideloading”. But brother, you stand 
around for a few minutes like you 
didn’t have nothing to do and Daddy 
would put you to work “un-loading”! 

All-day baseball games, mumbley-
peg and “spitting at the crack” were 
our national pastimes. Dark didn’t 
slow us down. The fi re fl ies were out. 
The frogs couldn’t see you slipping 
up on them. And a “hide and go 
seek” game could break out faster 
than you could “kick the can”.

Even as we moved into the 
teenage years and learned that 
Niagara was more than just a 
starch, Hollywood was a real place 
and the world extended beyond 
our city limits, we didn’t sit down 
and wring our hands at what we 
might be missing. We dove into the 
surroundings at our disposal with 
all the gusto we could muster. For 
some, it was high school football and 
basketball. The FFA Club had those 
cool blue jackets and they never 
stopped searching for a better way 
to grow soy beans. Our school band 
might not have actually stopped 
traffi c by its size, but nobody out 
marched them, or played with more 
pride.

And listen, here’s the kicker, 
you know how we had been making 
fun of Susie, Pam and LaRenda for 
years? Remember how Vicki and 
Emily used to chase us down and 

thump us on the head and shoulders! 
Well, a strange metamorphous was 
taking place. I got to calling Jane 
Hill ... and talking algebra! When 
Charlotte Melton rode that big horse 
by the house, I’d climb aboard like I 
was born to the saddle. I accidently 
wound up sitting by Ruth Ann Wiley 
in church week after week. 

We turned sixteen and they let 
us drive! Holy Cow! You talk about 
a whole ’nother avenue! The ball 
games weren’t confi ned to the fi eld 
next door. No more walking to town! 
We could comb our hair back and 
cruise the Dairy Bar in style! We 
discovered good looking girls in 
Huntingdon, Camden and Trenton.  

If a teenager calls himself bored 
in this country today, he either ain’t 
too bright, or he doesn’t have his 
looking glasses on.

Life holds so much for them. The 
knowledge, information and eye-
opening opportunities are endless. 
And the boundless energy of youth 
should be poised and ready to dance 
with a few stars. America, with all 
its faults, is still an extraordinary 
special place for growing, learning 
and living. I would trade places with 
any of them in a heartbeat. Just 
think of the possibilities ...

The world, literally, is at their 
fi ngertips. There is no reason for 
them to be angry, upset, insolent, 
mean, unlearned, racist, bewildered 
or just plain loco. And yet, we read 
and hear of some horrifi c decisions 
a few of our youth are making today. 
My heart bleeds for them. Surely 
we haven’t given them too much 
too fast. Surely we haven’t left 
them too often to their own devices. 
Please tell me we haven’t ignored or 
misinterpreted their cries.   

And surely we haven’t stood by 
while some of our young people 
“virtual realitized” themselves right 
out of reality. 

Respectfully,
Kes 

By Tom Adams
Special to The Star

During the weekend 
of Aug. 23 at the 17th 
annual MBARA kingfi sh 
tournament, a reef 
was dedicated to our 
congressman Steve 
Southerland (R-FL, 2nd 
District) for his unending 
work for fi shermen and 
the economies of the 
panhandle of Florida - and 
for all fi shermen in the 
United States for that 
matter! 

The reef dedicated 
to Rep. Southerland 
was donated by Bill 
Mulligan and Nate Odum, 
their families and the 
Mexico Beach Marina 
as a testament to the 
work being done by 
our “Forgotten Coast” 
congressional fi shing 
champion.  

Rep. Southerland 
also stopped by the 
Recreational fi shing 
Alliance-(RFA) to show 
his support for the 
organization and the work 
that the RFA is doing in 
Washington (with the help 
of Steve Southerland and 
other Congressmen) to get 
our fi shing seasons back.  

Of course, this work has 
made Rep. Southerland 
a target for the people 
in organizations like 
the Environmental 
Defense Fund (EDF), 
Pew Environment Group, 
Oceans Conservancy 
and others including 
national political action 
committee called Oceans 
Champions based in 
California — these are 
groups working to take 
away our right to fi sh to 

give away the resource to 
a select few fi sh barons 
that are directly backed 
by the environmental 
organizations (EDF in 
particular.) 

You may have seen 
articles published many 
times by Jim Clements 
or one of his aliases, like 
Capt. Jims’s Charters-
(Capt. Clements he is not 
a licensed charter captain 
in the state nor does he 
have federal Permits as 
a charter captain, but 
that didn’t stop him from 
securing the web domain 
www.captainjimscharters.
com in 2012 and spending 
$7,500 on anti-Southerland 
billboards in Panama 
City, Apalachicola, 
Crawfordville, and 
Tallahassee prior to the 
last election under that 
particular alias.)  

IRS records show that 
EDF and their political 
action committee (EDF 
Action Fund) have invested 
close to a million dollars 
during the past 3-1/2 years 
on establishing their own 
fi shing organizations, 
including Capt. Clements’ 
Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish 
Shareholders Alliance, 
as well as the Gulf 
Fishermen’s Association 
and South Atlantic 
Fishermen’s Association.  
Why you ask?  

In an effort to 
manipulate the public and 
legislators into thinking 
that privatizing our public 
marine resource is in the 
best interest of the public.  
Essentially, the money is 
being spent to take away 
our natural resource 
— the fi sh — and divvy 
it all up amongst a few 
well-connected ‘individual 

fi shing quota’ (IFQ) 
owners.  In fact, EDF has 
recently gone public with 
their belief that ‘fi sh tags’ 
should be purchased by all 
fi shermen, commercial, 
charter or head boat 
operators, even private 
anglers. 

Now thanks to a new 
program that has already 
been pushed through the 
Gulf Council and NOAA 
by the EDF, Our snapper 
seasons will be even 
shorter this coming year 
and the next. They are 
giving a portion of our red 
snapper to a select few 
head boat operators to fi sh 
for year round, while the 
rest of us fi shermen get a 
27 day season. 

Why do we stand by 
like lambs being led to 
slaughter and just accept 
these atrocities? We have 
to join together and fi ght 
back, or soon, we will not 
be fi shing at all!

Imagine what 
Panhandle fi shing will look 
like in the future when 
the average angler will 
be forced to purchase a 
‘share’ in order to go out 
and catch a snapper or 
grouper and possibly any 
other popular species of 
fi sh down the road. 

In spite of the EDF-
backed push to stop 
recreational fi shing as 
we know it today, RFA is 
working closely with Rep. 
Steve Southerland and 
others in Washington to 
stop this effort dead in 
its tracks.  RFA is really 
expanding on both coasts 
of Florida now, with Rick 
Hale pushing hard for 
members in his hometown 
of Jacksonville and all 
the way south, while 

representing the Gulf 
coast we have Capt Buddy 
Bradham in the Tampa 
area and the chairman of 
Florida West Coast RFA 
and myself chairing our 
Forgotten Coast efforts in 
the Port St. Joe-Mexico 
Beach area.

Nationally, the RFA is 
represented by Board-
elect Nate Odum of Mexico 
Beach Marina, as well 
as Panama City resident 
and longtime RFA Board 
member Jamie Wilkinson 
(along with fellow 
Floridian Jack Holmes 
of the Southern Kingfi sh 
Association). 

Together, we are 
working on gathering fresh 
ideas for fi shermen to 
build a group large enough 
to have the loudest voice 
on Capitol Hill.  

Much the same as the 
NRA is for the second 
amend, the RFA was 
founded as a political 
action organization 
designated a 501(c)(4) 
with a singular, unchanged 
mission to protect the 
rights of saltwater anglers 
and recreational fi shing 
business owners, while 
also ensuring that there 
are plenty of fi sh!

We want our fi shing 
seasons back – that’s 
why RFA Florida is 
asking fellow anglers in 
the state to join the RFA 
today, to help keep Rep. 
Steve Southerland in 
offi ce, to beat back the 
environmental groups who 
are trying to take away 
our public resource, and to 
fi ght for our right to fi sh in 
America’s saltwaters!

Tom Adams is a charter 
boat captain operating out 
of Port St. Joe.

Why our Red Snapper seasons are getting shorter?

We are often faced 
with situations where we 
are forced to say, “I can’t 
put it into words.”  The 
words we are searching 
for may relate to 
joy, sadness or the 
look on a dog’s 
face when you 
catch him with 
the kitchen trash 
strewn all over the 
fl oor and wearing 
the now bottomless 
trash bag as some 
sort of Hawaiian lei.

Finding the 
right word or words can 
often be diffi cult.

My second child has 
been working on her 
college essays that you 
send along with your 
application and test 
scores and other things to 
convince them that you are 
wonderful.  Folks often pay 
a lot of money for tickets 
to see sporting events and 
concerts.  One thing I might 
not mind paying to see 
is these decision makers 
going through the process 
of deciding who gets in 
their school and who gets 
the scholarship money.

I often wonder if they 
just take a pile of these 
applications and throw 
them in the air and then 
randomly pick up the 
number they need from 
the fl oor.  After having 
taught undergraduate and 
graduate mathematics 
courses for many years, I 
still don’t understand the 
process or logic behind the 
fi nal decisions.

Anyway, my daughter 
had been struggling with 
one of the essay topics.  My 
advice has always been 
just start writing about 
something you enjoy, then 
go back and change it a 
little to fi t the topic.  My 
children don’t listen to that 
kind of advice from me.   It’s 
probably a good thing.

This daughter who will 
be starting to college in 
a year loves to read and 
enjoys writing.  Of my three 
children, she is the only 
one who ever bothers to 
read my stories.  She will 
even critique them and 
correct some of the many 
grammatical issues I may 
or may not have made on 
purpose.  You get to an age 
and place where you can 
honestly say, “I did that on 
purpose, for effect.”

Every night she goes 
to bed with her glasses on 
in the middle of a book.  If 
I could change one thing 
about my education, it 
would be to have taken the 
time to read more when I 
was young.  Now, I’m more 
apt to read something I 
should have read in high 
school or college than 
anything you will fi nd on 

the best sellers list.  In 
other words, I’m trying to 
catch up.

The topic she was 
struggling with had 

something to do 
with describing 
your favorite 
place and how it 
makes you feel.  
My daughter is 
not going to try 
to guess what the 
decision makers 
want to see, she 
will write about 
her favorite place 

and they can like it or not.  
That type of stubbornness 
makes her Daddy proud.

She had fi nally fi gured 
out where her favorite 
place would be; somewhere 
back in time, probably 
way before she was born.  
My daughter reads about 
history and the folks 
who made it.  The only 
conclusion I could make 
was that she was “going 
back in time.”  

Back in the 1980’s 
Michael J. Fox played 
the role of Marty McFly 
in “Back to the Future.”   
There was time travel and 
silliness and honestly it 
was very entertaining.  I’m 
sure my daughter has no 
intentions of time travel or 
even writing about it.  She 
simply enjoys the thought 
of “being there when it 
happened.”

She loves history and 
enjoys reading and writing 
about it.  She wants to 
major in history and be 
involved with museums 
and such (for now).  
Children change their 
minds, so do adults.

The idea of going back 
in time is actually very 
appealing to most of us I 
would think.  We would all 
like to see people again 
and perhaps change some 
decisions.

I was in bed when she 
came and told me about 
this burden being lifted (on 
what to write about).  It is 
nice to have a teenager 
that will tell you things that 
are on their mind.  I stayed 
awake for most of the night, 
not thinking about Marty 
McFly, but about how nice 
it feels to have a seventeen 
year-old daughter who will 
share her thoughts with 
you. That, and the way she 
says “museum.”  She says 
it differently that I do, she 
says something that sounds 
like “muzim.”  Not the way 
I say it, but I love to hear 
her say it. There are some 
things I don’t have any 
trouble with putting into 
words.

I love my children’s 
differences and similarities.  
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Once requirements are 
defined, a contract for the 
permitting work can be ne-
gotiated, Pitts said.

“A lot of work goes into 
meeting with the agen-
cies,” said Billy Perry with 
Hatch Mott MacDonald, 
the port’s engineering firm 
whose team is serving as 
point on the permitting ef-
fort. “What we hope to take 
away is identification of 
any specialized studies the 
agencies want.”

The goal, Perry said, 
would be to submit an ap-
plication that is complete 
and does not require the 
agencies to come back with 
a request for additional 
information.

“Hatch Mott MacDonald 

worked on the permit for 
the canal dredging and got 
no (Requests for Additional 
Information), which caught 
the attention of the Florida 
Ports Council,” Pitts said, 
adding Ports Council staff 
was impressed with the 
quick permitting.

Receiving any RAIs, 
Perry said, is what would 
bog down the process, and 
the Port of Port St. Joe is 
attempting to permit and 
fund dredging within the 
next 18-24 months.

“This is a pretty signifi-
cant endeavor,” Perry said. 
“It is a very aggressive 
(timeline). We want to be 
able to vet out issues and 
refine the scope (quickly).”

The urgency on the sea-

grass study is that such 
studies must be completed 
between March and Sep-
tember and reviewed by a 
National Marine Fisher-
ies Service field survey in 
September. 

If the port misses that 
window a seagrass survey 
and in turn approval from 
the National Marine Fish-
eries Service could not be 
completed until 2014.

“If you miss those win-
dows, it pushes you a year 
off,” Perry said.

To move ahead with the 
pre-application meeting 
and seagrass survey, how-
ever, another agreement 
must be forthcoming; this 
from the St. Joe Company 
in the form of a pledge to 
pay the 25 percent for fund-
ing the permitting process, 
Pitts said.

St. Joe has indicated a 
willingness to handle that 
expense, which is estimat-
ed to run about $250,000, 
but establishing a process 

for the money transfers – 
the state would reimburse 
the Port Authority which 
would reimburse St. Joe for 
funds paid out on the front 
end – has taken time.

“Before we can move 
ahead with tasks we must 
have an agreement with St. 
Joe on cash up front,” Pitts 
said. “There is confidence 
everything is going to move 
forward.”

Port attorney Tom Gib-
son is to have an agree-
ment with St. Joe in front 
of port commissioners for 
approval by the Sept. 11 bi-
monthly meeting.

Hatch Mott MacDonald 
has agreed to move ahead 
with its tasks while the pay-
ment process is worked out, 
Perry said, adding that the 
company, which has long 
worked with the port, be-
lieves in the project and the 
positive change in dynam-
ics for development since 
the Port Authority and St. 
Joe partnered last year.

The seagrass survey 
will cost $36,100 and the 
pre-application meeting 
will cost $50,000, which 
includes preparation of 
documents demonstrat-
ing the economic need for 
the project, documenta-
tion on channel location 
and depth, schematics and 
other materials.

“This is an extremely 
important part of the proj-
ect and it will have a great 
deal of impact on whether 
you have success or you 
don’t have success,” Perry 
said. 

“We won’t feel it will 
be successful unless this 
is permitted and we have 
ship traffic through the 
port.”

Foreclosure hearing
The issues pertaining 

to the foreclosure pro-
ceeding against the Port 
Authority involving the 
barge terminal land along 

the Intracoastal Canal was 
heard last week by a Cir-
cuit Court judge.

Capital City Bank is at-
tempting to foreclose on a 
$4.2 million mortgage on 
the 67-acre parcel. 

The Port Authority is ar-
guing that it lacked the au-
thority to mortgage public 
land in the first place with-
out a public referendum.

The judge will issue a 
ruling at a later date.

Capital City Bank offi-
cials turned down a late of-
fer from the Port Authority, 
port attorney Tom Gibson 
said.

The port had offered to 
reinstate a full pledge to 
pay the outstanding loan 
– port commissioners have 
repeatedly voice their in-
tent to fully pay the debt 
– in return for a promise 
from Capital City Bank to 
stop foreclosure and allow 
the port time to bring ten-
ants and revenue. 
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The macro and the micro 
were identified last week 
as the Port St. Joe Port 
Authority board crafted a 
fundraising campaign.

Port Authority chairman 
Leonard Costin urged com-
missioners for more than a 
month to plan a community 
campaign aimed at provid-
ing the minimum operat-
ing capital for the coming 
fiscal year.

But commissioners also 
agreed with board mem-
ber Eugene Raffield who 
said the state and federal 
governments need to be 
partners if the community 
is going to join the effort 
to develop the Port of Port 
St. Joe into an operating 
developer of the region’s 
economics.

“How can you ask the 
people of this town to sup-
port us if the powers that 
be won’t,” Raffield said. 
“There are lot of people 
hurting here. If our govern-
ment isn’t going to back us, 
what are we doing here?

“This is a regional 
concept worth billions of 
dollars.”

The key in the short-
term, Raffield said, is right 
in front of the Port Author-
ity – dredging of the deep-
water shipping channel.

With the expansion of 
the Panama Canal which 
should be completed in 
the next two years and the 
increase in traffic that al-
ready is bursting existing 
Florida ports at the seams, 
Raffield said there was real 
opportunity for the Port of 
Port St. Joe to become a 
beacon for smaller vessels, 
a niche port.

“We are going to get a 
win if we get this channel 
dredged,” Raffield said. 
“But without the chan-
nel dredged to 35 feet, my 
gut feeling is the port will 
never happen. And if we 
don’t have the support of 
the (government), how do 
we ask the small guy for 
support.”

The port, several com-
missioners noted, is deal-
ing with a chicken-egg 
dilemma. 

Until port development 
comes, a return on invest-
ment is elusive. But until 
the investment arrives, 
specifically to dredge the 
channel, the odds for de-
velopment remain elusive.

And dredging will only 
happen with state and 
federal government sup-
port, both in dollars and 
in speeding the permitting 
for the dredging along.

“This is a dire need pri-
ority,” Raffield said. “This 
is not about Port St. Joe. 
This is a regional conflict 
that could bring thousands 
and thousands of jobs.”

Raffield identified an 
upcoming regional meet-
ing of the Florida Chamber 
of Commerce to be held in 
Port St. Joe in November 
as an opportunity to bring 
economic development 
stakeholders and regula-
tory agencies to the table 

to determine a path ahead 
and a web of assistance for 
the port.

Raffield further said that 
all local stakeholders, from 
the cities to the county to 
the Chamber to the EDA to 
business owners to St. Joe 
need to join at the table. 

The port effort is a com-
munity effort, for the fu-
ture, Raffield has repeat-
edly stated.

Port Authority chair 
Leonard Costin has long 
sought funding from the 
state, primarily to fund 
basic operations, but said 
that from Gov. Rick Scott 
on down the mantra is what 
is the return on investment 
in the Port of Port St. Joe?

He said he’s had very 
little success raising op-
erational money – port di-
rector Tommy Pitts earns 
$1 a month and assistant 
Nadine Lee is forgoing 

any salary – but dredging 
money is likely going to be 
available.

“You’ve got to have 
someone manning the 
ship,” Raffield said.

And Dane Caldwell of 
St. Joe offered a counter to 
the return on investment 
argument.

“What’s the return on 
non-investment?” Caldwell 
said, noting the region had 
been one of economic con-
cern to the state for much 
of a decade. “The whole 
region is wanting to stand 
on its feet. What is the re-
turn in not investing in the 
port?”

Board member Patrick 
Jones said the port should 
tell a story from the stand-
point of what has been in-
vested and what needs to 
be invested. He said the 
longer the port infrastruc-
ture remains unaddressed, 

the more the loss from pri-
or investment.

The port has already 
seen millions in state and 
federal investment.

“There is investment al-
ready made and a loss from 
inaction,” Jones said.

Costin emphasized that 
in addition to long-term 
funding for items such as 
dredging, the Port Author-
ity faces a more short-term 
issue in the lack of operat-
ing revenue.

The port, Costin said, 
will be out of money in 
roughly a month. Over 
the first six months of the 
coming fiscal year, $15,000 
is needed to maintain 
operations.

Costin said his goal 
would be to establish a 
separate bank account to 
deposit local contributions 
and use the money — “We 
would have to micro-man-

age for a bit,” Costin said  
— to meet operational 
expenses.

“I understand the big 
picture, but we are not go-
ing to be able to start the 
conversation on the big 
picture unless we do this 
little bit now,” Costin said. 

The Port Authority di-
vided community outreach 
among commissioners. 
They will approach poten-
tial corporate sponsors 
and other organizations in 
a position to assist.

Costin and EDA presi-
dent Guerry Magidson 
have already pledged $500.

Board member Jessica 
Rish indicated Preble Rish 
Engineers was also willing 
to assist. 

“We all here believe this 
is worth it,” Jones said. 
“We have to sell that to 
people.”

Port commissioners hone outreach campaign

dredging from page a1

TIm CROFT | The Star

State officials visited the Port of Port St. Joe last year.
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Both beautiful 
and fragrant, 
the plumeria is 
beloved by people 
around the world.

The plumeria, 
a.k.a. frangipani, 
are fl owering 
plants in the 
dogbane family 
native to South and 
Central America and the 
Caribbean. Plumeria will 
grow vigorously and bloom 
regularly and profusely 
when they receive at least 
six hours of sun per day 
and an ample amount of 
the proper fertilizers. They 
must be planted in highly 
organic fast draining soil 
or in beds with adequate 
drainage. 

Plumeria can be grown 
as container plants here. 
The pot may be sunk in 
the ground to give the 
effect of a landscape plant 
or placed in an indoor or 

outdoor grouping. 
During the 
winter, plumeria 
require very 
little care. When 
temperatures drop 
below 50 degrees 
at night, bring the 
plant inside and 
remove the leaves. 
Store in a cool dry 

place and do not water 
more than once a month. 
Don’t allow temperatures 
to fall below freezing in the 
storage area. 

Propagate plumeria 
from cuttings of leafl ess 
stem tips in spring. Allow 
the cutting to dry at the 
base before planting in 
well-drained soil

Plumeria is named in 
honor of the seventeenth-
century French botanist 
Charles Plumier, who 
traveled to the New World 
documenting many plant 
and animal species.

Plumeria is related to 
the oleander, and the sap 
of both shrubs is mildly 
toxic. Contact with the sap 
may irritate eyes and skin. 

In traditional Indian 
medicine, some plumeria 
species are considered 
purgatives or remedies 
for diarrhea and to 
treat infl ammation, 
rheumatism, tumors and 
gonorrhea.

Extracts of plumeria 
are also used in perfumes 
and incense. Indian 
incenses containing 
plumeria have “Champa” 
in their name.

Hawaiians use the 
fragrant fl owers to make 
leis, and plumeria are 
considered a symbol of 
everything good.

In Malay folklore, the 
scent of the plumeria is 
associated with vampires. 
There, frangipani trees 
are often planted in 
cemeteries. Plumeria is 
also planted in cemeteries 
in Indonesia and the 
Philippines, where it is 

associated with ghosts and 
spirits.

Plumeria are 
associated with temples in 
both Hindu and Buddhist 
cultures.

For Hindus, the plant 
symbolized devotion and 
dedication.

For Buddhists, it is the 
symbol of immortality.

In the Victorian 
language of fl owers, 
plumeria symbolizes 
beauty, charm and grace.

In Tahiti, Fiji, Samoa, 
Hawaii and New Zealand, 
women wear plumeria to 
indicate their relationship 
status. Women seeking 
mates tuck the fl ower over 
the right ear and those 
who have a lover wear it 
over the left.

Plumeria is the national 
fl ower of both Nicaragua 
and Laos.

For more information 
about this plant, visit 
the website of the 
International Plumeria 
Society at www.plumeria.
org.
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East pass Minus 0:27 Minus 0:27
To find the tides of the following areas, subtract the indicated times
from those given for CARRABELLE:

HIGH LOW
Bald point Minus 9:16 Minus 0:03

Sponsor the WEEKLY ALMANAC
Call

today! 227-7847

Date high Low % precip
thu, Sept. 05 90° 75° 30 %
Fri, Sept. 06 87° 75° 30 %
Sat, Sept. 07 86° 73° 40 %
Sun, Sept. 08 85° 74° 10 %
Mon, Sept. 09 86° 74° 0 %
tues, Sept. 10 85° 73° 10 %
Wed, Sept. 11 85° 73° 0 %
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Inshore

Offshore
Gag grouper are starting to show up in shallow water this week. 
Good reports from Mexico Beach and south of the Cape are 
coming in daily. Live pinfish or now, live finger mullet are great 
baits and plentiful still. Kingfish are still hanging out around near 
shore structures and in the channels as well. A few flounder have 
been caught in 20 feet of water this week, so the fall feeding 
patterns are taking effect.

Redfish have invaded our coast this week and the past weekend. 
Many good slot-sized fish have been caught under the George 
Tapper Bridge using all types of bait, however, tides will be a 
factor here. Scallops are still plentiful as we enter into the last 
month of the season. Presnell’s channel, the pot holes and the 
dog end channel are all holding good sized shells right now.

BUDS ‘N’ BUGS
Lois Swoboda

Fragrant plumeria loved around the world

By TOM BAIRD
Special to The Star

When one thinks 
of saltwater fi sh, in all 
likelihood, types such 
as marlin, jacks, redfi sh 
and shark come to mind. 
People are usually less 
familiar with small marsh 
and beach fi shes that 
everyone encounters on 
a trip to the shore. These 
little fi shes, which rarely 
get larger than 3 inches, 
are important food for the 
large fi shes. On a trip to 
the bay or beach you will 
see schools of small grey, 
tan or silvery fi sh darting 
and feeding in shallow 
water. Though some of 
these might be schools of 
juvenile fi shes that will 
mature to be sport or 
commercial fi sh species, 
most schools you will see 
on a rising tide are killifi sh. 
Take off your shoes and 
wade into a few inches of 
shallow water, then stand 
still long enough, and the 
killifi sh will come and 
nibble on bits of debris that 
have settled on your feet 
and ankles.

The saltmarsh or 
Gulf killifi sh, Fundulus 
grandis, is also called 
the mudminnow and 
mummichog, depending 
on where one is and who 
is talking. By whatever 

common name, it is one of 
the toughest fi sh known. 
Most fi shes live within 
narrow boundaries of 
salinity (how much salt 
is dissolved in the water) 
temperature and dissolved 
oxygen. The killifi sh can 
withstand a wide range 
of salinities. It survives in 
anything from freshwater 
to full-strength saltwater. 
It is subjected to these 
extremes in its natural 
habitat, salt marshes and 
tidal creeks. At the same 
time, it is able to withstand 
temperatures from almost 
freezing to 104 degrees F. 
It will burrow in the mud 
during freezing weather, 
which is probably the 
basis of one of its common 
names, mudminnow. Since 
it often gets trapped in 
tide pools, it would die if 
it could not tolerate high 
water temperatures.

There is often little 
oxygen in the water in 
salt marshes during hot 
summer days. Here, the 
killifi sh will sometimes 
gulp air at the surface 
in an attempt to obtain 
oxygen for its gills. It is 
equipped to take just about 
anything nature can hand 
it and survive. In addition 
to natural extremes, it is 
able to survive numerous 
handlings and be dropped 

during study without 
apparent harm. They are 
transported easily, making 
them good aquarium and 
bait fi sh. One researcher 
even carried one in a wet 
sock, by mistake, for three 
hours, and it was still alive. 
Though these little natives 
are hardy and do well in a 
salt water aquarium, they 
are not to be confused with 
a whole range of brightly 
colored commercial 
aquarium fi sh that are also 
called killifi sh.

Because it is so tough, 
more experiments have 
been done on saltwater 
killifi sh than almost any 
other species. It holds 
the distinction of being 
the fi rst fi sh in space 
when fertilized eggs were 
sent on a Skylab mission 
to study embryological 
development in near 
zero gravity. The killifi sh 
exists in large numbers, 
is easily collected at the 
shore or in tide pools, 
and lives well in captivity. 

To the biology student 
and researcher, it is an 
undemanding, cooperative 
subject. The Gulf killifi sh 
is currently being used 
to test the effects of oil 
and oil dispersants on 
the physiology of marine 
species. This tough little 
fi sh is being called upon 
to help us understand the 
risks and consequences 
of undersea oil extraction 
and disasters such as the 
Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill and what the long-
lasting effects may be on 
the marine ecosystem. 

The saltmarsh killifi sh 
is an opportunist that can 
live on almost any diet. 
Its natural food is mostly 
detritus (dead plant and 
animal matter), with 
animal material added 
as it is caught. They will 
prey on little grass shrimp 
and mosquito larvae. The 
killifi sh feeds constantly 
out of necessity for it lacks 
a true stomach. This is 
unusual in the fi sh world. 

The killifi sh possesses only 
a straight digestive tube. 
The lack of a stomach 
makes it easier for the 
killifi sh to starve, however, 
since the supply of food in 
a saltmarsh is abundant, 
the little fi sh does not 
normally encounter this 
problem.

Killifi sh need healthy 
saltmarshes, for they lay 
their eggs in the branch 
areas of saltmarsh 
cordgrass or in empty 
shells in grassy areas 
during periods of extreme 
high tides (called spring 
tides, they occur on 
the new and full moon 
every month, not just the 
spring of the year). Their 
breeding patterns are 
similar to the grunion 
of the Pacifi c coast. The 
breeding season is from 
April to October with the 
males taking on brilliant 
colors at this time. When 
the spring tides occur, 
the normally drab males 
take on a deep blue along 
their back and fi ns with 
yellow-orange margins. 
They are so colorful and 
active at this time that you 
would hardly think it is the 
same fi sh. They court the 
females aggressively until 
mating occurs.

Gulf killifi sh range 
from the coast of Texas to 

the west coast of Florida. 
They are also present on 
the east coast of the state 
down to Cuba.

A closely related 
species is the Longnose 
killifi sh, Fundulus similis, 
which also has similar 
habits but enjoys a larger 
range, reaching down to 
coastal Central America 
and northern South 
America.

So the next time you are 
wading in the shallows of 
St. Joseph Bay or Indian 
Pass or any of the tidal 
creeks and see a school of 
small fi sh feeding along 
the margins, give a tip 
of your hat to one of the 
toughest fi sh around – the 
Gulf killifi sh.

Tom Baird has been 
a fi sheries biologist, 
high school and 
community college 
teacher (oceanography 
and microbiology), 
director of a science and 
environmental center, 
teacher of science and 
principal in Pinellas 
County as well as an 
educational consultant. 
He retired from the 
Florida Department of 
Education and he and 
his wife divide their time 
between Tallahassee and 
Cape San Blas.

Saltmarsh killifi sh: Tiny but tough fi sh
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Plumeria can be grown as container 
plants here. The pot may be sunk 
in the ground to give the effect of 

a landscape plant or placed in an 
indoor or outdoor grouping. During 

the winter, plumeria require very little 
care. When temperatures drop below 
50 degrees at night, bring the plant 
inside and remove the leaves. Store 

in a cool dry place and do not water 
more than once a month. 
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By TIM CROFT
227-7827 |@PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl .com

In a matchup billed as size 
versus speed, speed emphatically 
won.

Port St. Joe racked up more 
than 420 yards of total offense, 
more than 360 on the ground, and 
countered county rival Wewahi-
tchka’s distinct size advantage 
en route to 45-20 victory at Gator 
Field in the regular-season open-
er for both teams.

The Tiger Sharks were led by 
Natrone Lee who carried 12 times 
for 175 yards, shedding two or 
three tacklers with nearly every 
run.

But Lee had plenty of support. 
Dwayne Griggs added 61 yards 
and a touchdown rushing and a 
51-yard touchdown reception. 

Cole Cryderman rushed for 
64 yards and a touchdown and 
Carter Thacker had 46 on just 
four carries, including a 44-yard 
touchdown scamper.

Port St. Joe was also stout 
on defense, corralling the dual 
backfi eld threat of quarterback 
Rashard Ranie and fullback Javar 
Hill for most of the night.

Hill had 96 rushing yards and a 
touchdown, but was inconsistent 
throughout. 

Ranie never had room to op-
erate, fi nishing with 47 rushing 
yards after running for more than 
200 in last week’s Kickoff Clas-
sic. Ranie was 4 of 13 for 80 yards 
passing.

The Gators did themselves no 
favors by turning the ball over on 
fumbles fi ve times.

 “I thought we played real 
hard,” Port St. Joe coach Chuck 
Gannon said. “I thought they 
would try to hammer us with Ra-
nie and Hill, but I thought we did 
a real good job of swarming to the 
ball.

“We knew we were going to be 
tested. We had a bit of gut-check 
this afternoon. But I thought that 
was more the team we thought we 
had. This was 360 degrees from 
last week in the Kickoff Classic.”

The game got away from the 

Gators in the second quarter as 
Port St. Joe demonstrated its 
quick-strike capabilities.

The teams traded touchdowns 
early, Drew Lacour drawing fi rst 
blood for Port St. Joe on a quar-
terback sneak and the Gators 
answering when Ranie found Tad 
Gaskin behind the defense on a 
39-yard crossing route.

Three plays later, though, 
Thacker went untouched on 
a belly trap play for a 44-yard 
touchdown.

The Tiger Sharks held We-
wahitchka to three-and-out and 
on the fi rst play of the ensuing 
drive Griggs lined up wide left 
and caught a perfect strike from 
Ethan Sander in stride, decked 
two defenders and scored on a 54-
yard play.

The Gators were forced to punt 
again, but the snap was bobbled 
and Reggie Smith recovered for 
Port St. Joe at the Gator 19.

Lee swept left and four tack-
lers were grasping air as he 
darted through the tackle hole to 
score and the Tiger Sharks were 
up 29-6.

“We got off to a bad start and 
that killed us, but they are just 
a better team. We are just not a 
good team,” Wewahitchka coach 
Dennis Kizziah said. 

Issac Madrid breathed some 
life into Wewahitchka when he 
scooped up a Griggs fumble 
and rambled 71 yards for the 

touchdown.
Four plays later, though, Cry-

derman scored from the 9 and 
Port St. Joe went into the locker 
room at intermission up 35-14.

After a 30-minute weather 
delay after halftime, Port St. Joe 
came out controlling the ball and 
melting the clock.

Lacour added a 27-yard fi eld 
goal and Griggs a rushing touch-
down for Port St. Joe before 
Hill scored from 14 late for the 
Gators.

Star Staff Report

The Lady Tiger 
Sharks of Port St. Joe Jr./
Sr. High School won their 
home volleyball opener 
last week against West 
Gadsden.

The Lady Tiger 
Sharks won easily 3-0 
with game scores of 25-8, 
25-7 and 25-12. 

Senior Nicole Endres 
again led the team in kills 
with four. Sophomore 
Callie Fleshren went 13 
for 13 for 100 percent ac-
curacy in serves. Stepha-
nie Brinkmeier had three 
attacks and three kills 
for a 100 percent hitting 
effi ciency. 

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl .com

Some people run for 
their health, others to clear 
their minds, but on Nov. 3, 
county attorney Jeremy 
Novak will run the ING 
New York City Marathon to 
raise money for the Sacred 
Heart Hospital on the Gulf 
Guild.

Novak has had friends 
and family affected by can-
cer and saw a great oppor-
tunity to raise money for 
those suffering from can-
cer locally. 

Currently, cancer pa-
tients who live in Gulf Coun-
ty must travel to Panama 
City for chemotherapy, ra-
diation treatments or pre-
screening. Novak believes 
that by raising money to 
make those options avail-
able through Sacred Heart 
will provide patients with 
convenience and comfort.

Novak practices law 
both privately and for the 
county and wouldn’t put 
“marathon runner” on his 
next resume, but that won’t 
stop him from returning to 
the event he fi rst complet-
ed four years ago.

“I’m not a runner. I have 
no business doing this,” 
laughed Novak.

His devotion to the 
cause is what will take 
Novak on a 26.2 mile run 
across Manhattan, Central 
Park and all fi ve boroughs 
of New York.

While he said that he 
could raise funds for the 
American Cancer Society, 
Novak wants to ensure that 

large corporations don’t 
take a chunk of the money 
so he decided to donate 
right to the source.

“I know people who 
were blessed to have early 
detection,” he said. “I want 
the money to stay in Gulf 
County.”

Novak has set up a do-
nation account online to 
raise funds through the 
website CrowdRise.com. 

His goal is to raise $5,000 
for the Guild and he’s over 
halfway there.

Residents and busi-
nesses who wish to sup-
port Novak can log onto 
the website and pledge for 
each mile of the marathon. 
Whereas four years ago 
he had to send letters and 
take donations by mail, the 
internet has made the pro-
cess much more stream-

lined and effi cient.
“Friends, family and lo-

cal businesses have been 
tremendous in their sup-
port,” he said. “It’s amaz-
ing how easy it is to get the 
word out.”

In addition to local dona-
tions Novak said that he’s 
shocked at the support he’s 
received from people he 
doesn’t even know. 

Supporters from Califor-
nia, Indiana, Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey have all 
donated to his cause.

During his previous 
marathon experience, No-
vak was able to raise sev-
eral thousand dollars to 
keep his local Kiwanis Club 
going. 

This time, his desire to 
run to support the Sacred 
Heart Guild is fueled by 
more than a good cause; he 
also considers it fate. 

Novak said that he was 
born in a Sacred Heart 
Hospital as were his broth-
ers, and his grandfather 
was a doctor in one for 
many years. Needless to 
say, Novak was thrilled 
when a branch of the hos-
pital landed in his backyard 
three years ago.

Last year’s NYC Mara-
thon was canceled due to 
uninvited guest Hurricane 
Sandy, so Novak anticipates 
an extra-large turnout for 
this year’s event.

“It’s going to be a special 
year,” said Novak. “There’s 
always so much energy on 
the streets.”

He described his fi rst 
experience with the NYC 
Marathon as “inspiring.” 
It was there that he ran 

alongside thousands of oth-
er runners from all walks of 
life, some of which were in 
wheelchairs, on crutches, 
were elderly, amputees and 
some who were completely 
blind and ran alongside a 
guide.

“The spirit is incred-
ible,” said Novak. 

Novak and his wife, Kel-
lee relocated to Port St. Joe 
from New Jersey 10 years 
ago and he’s excited that 
his family will be in New 
York to cheer him on as he 
runs.

To prepare for the big 
run, Novak has spent the 
past few months condition-
ing, running 20-25 miles a 
week. 

He runs along old High-
way 98 in St. Joe Beach, 
which allows him to enjoy 
the view while he trains for 
the big day. 

The Sacred Heart Hos-
pital on the Gulf Guild is 
a volunteer organization 
that hosts fundraisers for 
health-related needs in the 
community. 

The Guild will receive 
funds from Novak’s run to 
be used locally for cancer 
screening and to purchase 
hospital equipment that 
will benefi t cancer patients.  
The Guild does not provide 
chemotherapy or radia-
tion treatment but aims to 
support the hospital in any 
measures to make the ser-
vices available.

Donations to support 
Novak’s marathon run can 
be made online at www.
crowdrise.com/jeremyno-
vak or by calling Paulina 
Pendarvis at 850-229-5601.

SPECIAL TO THE STAR

Each year, 47,000 runners tackle the New York 
City Marathon and on Nov. 3, city attorney Jeremy 
Novak will be one of them.

Port St. 
Joe beats 

West 
Gadsden

City attorney on the run for good cause
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GAME NOTES:
• The Wewahitchka size 

advantage was refl ected on the 
rosters. The Gators fi elded eight 
players weighing 230 pounds 
for more; Port St. Joe had two. 
Wewahitchka had two others 
over 225 pounds; Port St. Joe 
had six other players over 200 
pounds, none over 220.

• Port St. Joe punted just one 
time. The Tiger Sharks lost three 
fumbles and were stopped on 
downs once when quarterback 
Drew Lacour fumbled and 
recovered a snap from center, 
resulting in no gain.

• From 4:12 of the fi rst 
quarter, when Wewahitchka 
scored to take a 7-6 lead, until 
the 11:48 mark of the second 
quarter, Port St. Joe ran fi ve 
plays from scrimmage and 
scored 23 unanswered points. 
The Tiger Sharks scored on 
plays of 44, 54 and 19 yards 
and twice scored on two-point 
conversions.

• Backup quarterback Ethan 
Sander had just a single pass 
for Port St. Joe but it was big. 
Running back Dwayne Griggs 
sprinted to line up wide left 
and was picked up in single 
coverage by Wewahitchka. 
Sander hit a streaking Griggs 
down the sideline with a perfect 
strike and Griggs shook off two 
tacklers to score.

•A weather delay was 
called just as halftime ended, 
sending both teams back to the 
locker room. The delay was 
caused by lightning in the area 
and while the sky lit up in the 
distance, ran never fell and 
game action resumed after a 
delay of 33 minutes.

• The crowd was huge 
for the annual county rivalry. 
Both home and visitors stands 
were packed and spectators 
completely surrounded the 
fence around the fi eld. Even 
after a 30-minute weather 
delay, the majority of the crowd 
remained.

• Port St. Joe enjoyed a 25-
9 advantage in fi rst downs.

• Port St. Joe had 10 
different backs carry the ball 
and fi ve score touchdowns. 
There were 14 carries of at 
least 10 yards.

Wewahitchka travels 
to Cottondale for a 7:30 
p.m. CT start on Friday 
while Port St. Joe hosts 
Panama City Bay at 7:30 
p.m. ET at Shark Field.

Port St. Joe swamps Gators

MALLORY PEAK | Special to The Star

Dwayne Griggs (1) had 115 total offensive yards and two touchdowns.

WAYNE TAYLOR | Special to The Star

Cole Cryderman (44) pounded out 64 yards between the 
tackles.



LocalA8 | The Star Thursday, September 5, 2013

After holding title for 
15 years, the Foundation 
then provides, under ap-
propriate circumstances, 
for renters to purchase 
their units.

The major task for the 
city is to deed the land, 
which was donated by 
the St. Joe Company and 
designated for affordable 
housing, over to Paces.

City commissioners de-
cided, with approval from 
the Paces folks, to wait on 
transfer of the land until 
after the announcement of 
any award of tax credits.

“If it is not approved 
(this year) we will turn it 
around and submit it until 
it is,” Haymond said.

A market study commis-
sioned by the Foundation 
indicated an existing esti-
mated need for 74 family 
housing units as well as a 

substantial need for senior 
units. The Foundation is 
determining the economic 
feasibility of various unit 
counts to determine the 
number of units to be built 
in the fi rst phase.

The MOU contemplates 
that this would be an ini-
tial phase of affordable 
housing and future devel-
opment of affordable hous-
ing will be linked to overall 
growth in the county and 
city markets in the coming 
years.

Lighthouse 
relocation bids

The bids for reloca-
tion of the Cape San Blas 
Lighthouse were opened 
last week and the city is 
gazing at a bill well in ex-
cess of assembled funds.

While eight fi rms 
picked up bid packets and 
attended the pre-bid con-
ference, only two, Worth 
Contracting, Inc. and 
Cathey Construction, sub-
mitted sealed bids by last 
Thursday.

The low bid, from Worth, 

came in at $520,000 to move 
the four city-owned struc-
tures – the lighthouse, two 
keepers’ quarters and oil 
house – and erect them at 
George Core Park.

The bid is to move the 
structures over roadway.

“This is for moving and 
setting up the structures,” 
said city manager Jim An-
derson. “They would be 
bringing it by road. The 
costs of lowering power 
lines is not included.”

Initial estimates from 
Duke Energy peg that 
cost at $150,000-$300,000. 
Mayor Mel Magidson has 
indicated that discussions 
with the utility indicated 
no willingness to donate 
the expense.

The city is short the 
amount for the move alone 
by an estimated $100,000 
or more.

The state appropri-
ated $325,000 for the ef-
fort to relocate the light-
house and structures and 
a fundraising campaign 
by the St. Joseph Histori-
cal Society has brought in 
$40,000-$50,000. 

The Port St. Joe Re-
development Agency se-
cured a $30,000 grant and 
matched it.

The city received an 
extension of time from 
the federal government 
to move the structures. 
Originally the deadline 
expired in late August but 
the date was pushed back 
to January.

City manager Jim An-
derson said city staff and 
engineers Preble Rish 
were reviewing the bids 
– “It is quite a complex 
package” – and determin-
ing whether there was 
room to work with the con-
tractor to bring the price 
down or whether bids 
might be tossed and the 
project rebid.

Interlocal agreement
City commissioners 

approved an interlocal 
agreement with the coun-
ty that amends a previous 
agreement concerning the 
annexation of WindMark 
Beach.

City commissioners 
approved language stat-
ing that county residents 
would be charged the same 
as city residents for water 
and sewer – critical for the 
Board of County Commis-
sioners – and otherwise 
validated amendments ap-
proved by the county.

Among those would 
be deeding over the TDC 
Welcome Center building 
to the county, assuming 
fi refi ghting responsibili-
ties in Oak Grove and es-
tablishing a water rescue 
unit along coastal areas 
within the city.

Water line 
replacement in NPSJ

Finally receiving a no-
tice to proceed from USDA 
Rural Development on a 
project to replace side-
walks on Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Blvd., the city 
is now poised to proceed 
with much-needed water 
line replacement on the 
north end of town.

The water line replace-
ment, part of the initial 
phase of replacement, 
had been held up for at 
least two months as the 
city awaited word on the 
separate MLK sidewalk 
project.

Since the two projects 
involved replacement of 
infrastructure, the water 
line replacement was put 
on hold pending approval 
of the sidewalk project.

The PSJRA received 
grant funding for the side-
walk work, which is aimed 
at improving the aesthet-
ics and access to the busi-
ness district in the neigh-
borhood of North Port St. 
Joe.

The water line replace-
ment along Avenues B, C 
and D, between MLK and 
Battle Street, were cut 
out from the initial phase 
of water line replacement 
to allow the city to apply 
for a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) 
of $650,000 to complete the 
project.

The CDBG provides 
funding that allows the 
city to avoid taking on ad-
ditional debt while it re-
places some 20 miles of 
aging pipe.

With the okay from 
USDA on the sidewalk 
project, Bruce Ballister 
with the Apalachee Re-
gional Planning Council, 
indicated that the water 
line replacement would 
begin in the fall, the bid 
being likely awarded in 
October.

That would allow time 
for the city to submit an 
application for the next 
CDBG cycle  - Ballister in-
dicated a rule change was 
pushing back the window 
for application to January 
– to secure a grant for the 
second phase of water line 
replacement in North Port 
St. Joe.

“We could be fi nished 
with the North Port St. Joe 
project by next year,” Bal-
lister said. “We should see 
improved water quality as 
pipes are replaced.”45
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Help Make a Difference....
Become a Volunteer in YOUR Hometown Hospital!

Call Heather Huron at 653-8853 ext. 101 or visit www.weemsmemorial.com

Weems Hospital Auxiliary

Weems Chaplains
Association

Weems Arts In Medicine
Program

Weems Memorial
Healthcare Foundation

Weems Hospital Junior Volunteer Program

602 Highway 98, Port St. Joe, FL | (850) 227.79000097.72) 2058L  |  (, Feo. Jtt Sro, P8y 9awhgi2 H06
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Dinner on the Go
Family Dinner
feeds 4 for

$2495
includes Entrée, Salad & Bread
*Pick up at Sunset and take home

See Website or Facebook for Each Week's Special

Call in on Monday or Tuesday.
Must have the order by 2:15pm on Tuesday
for pick-up at 5:15pm or 6pm Tuesday.
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Forgotten Coast
Used and Out of

Print Books
Has Reopened August 22, 2013

in its New Air-Conditioned Location

Come Browse our Collection of Regional
Literature, Gift Quality Used Books,

First Editions, Local Authors,
Newer Titles at Used-Book Prices

236A Water Street
in the High Cotton Marketplace,

Apalachicola (next to Cafe Con Leche)

Open Mon-Sat 10 AM to 5 PM,
Sun 1 PM to 5 PM

4514243

Variance - Kay Ingram O'Brien Variance - Linda Gerald
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Variance - Bush Preliminary Subdivision - Smith

"Stump Hole"

PUBLIC NOTICE
A Public Hearing will be held at the Plan-
ning and Development Review Board
(PDRB) meeting on Monday, September
16, 2013 at 8:45 a.m. EST, and at the Board
of County Commissioners (BOCC) meet-
ing on Tuesday, September 24, 2013 at 9:00
a.m. EST. Both public hearings will be held
in the BOCC Meeting Room at the Robert
M. Moore Administration Building, 1000
Cecil G. Costin Sr. Blvd., Port St. Joe, Flor-
ida. The public hearings will be to discuss
and act on the following:
1. Approval of August 19, 2013 Minutes
2. Variance - Thomas and Paula Bush - for Parcel ID #03410-
000R- Located in Section 31, Township 5 South, Range 11
West, Gulf County, Florida - Road setback encroachment to
accommodate building on a substandard lot.
3. Variance - Kay Ingram O'Brien - For Parcel ID #06291-345R
- Located in Section 22, Township 9 South, Range 11 West,
Gulf County, Florida - Encroachment into side setback on an
existing house.
4. Variance - Linda Gerald - for Parcel ID #06268-302R - Lo-
cated in Section 20, Township 9 South, Range 11 West, Gulf
County, Florida - Existing piling encroachment of 6" into side
setback on an ECL property.
5. Preliminary Plat Approval for a Minor Subdivision - Tyler W.
Smith - for Parcel ID #06268-025R and #06268-022R - Lo-
cated in Section 7, Township 9 South, Range 11 West, Gulf
County, Florida - 2.22 Acres - A 6 unit development with no
road infrastructure.
3. County Development Regulations and Policies (LDR)

6. Staff, Public and Open Discussion

The public is encouraged to attend and be
heard on these matters. Information prior
to the meeting can be viewed at the Plan-
ning Department at 1000 Cecil G. Costin Sr.
Blvd., Room 311.
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Sunday - 11am- 3pm
Monday - CLOSED
Tuesday & Wednesday - 11am-2pm
Thursday - 11am - 2pm, 3pm-9pm
Friday - 11am- 2pm, 3pm - 10pm
Saturday - 4pm - 10pm

Best on The Forgotten Coast!
New Hours starting
September 8th

14 Sailors Cove(Behind Centennial Bank)
Port St. Joe | 850-227-1386

Like us on Facebook!

AGREEMENT from page A1
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“Trivia Fun” with 
Wilson Casey, Guinness 
World Record Holder 
from Woodruff, S.C., is 
published in more than 
500 newspapers across 
the country and is a weekly 
feature in The Port St. Joe 
Star.

1) Whose dad became 
the fi rst-ever American 
citizen ordained as a 

Buddhist monk? 
Beyonce, Uma Thurman, 

Cher, Mae West

2) What’s the yo-yo 
trick when it’s thrown 
down and stays down?

Sleeper, Walk the dog, 
Pinwheel, Rock the baby 

3) Who runs or ran 
Philtrum Press, a small 
publishing company?

Hillary Clinton, Pat 
Robertson, Pat Sajak, 
Stephen King

4) When Life 
magazine debuted in 
1936, what was its 

cover price?
Nickel, Dime, Quarter, 50 

cents

5) What car was 
Global Motors 
associated with in the 
1980s?

DeLorean, Yugo, Rambler, 
Renault

6) Whose nickname is 
“Pearl of the Antilles”?

Cuba, Madeira, Hawaii, 
Nova Scotia

7) In 1947 what 
honoree said, “I want 
to thank everyone 
for making this night 

necessary”? 
Berra, Cooper, Lindbergh, 

Truman   

8) What is the most 
common name for 
counties in the U.S.?

Washington, Madison, 
Jefferson, Lincoln

9) Excluding Alaska 
which state has the 
most roadless area?

Wyoming, Colorado, 
California, Utah

10) Which tire 
company developed the 
“Tiger Paws” mascot?

Cooper, Uniroyal, 

Goodyear, Firestone

11) The world’s fi rst 
speed limit was in 
1903 England at what 
m.p.h.?

3, 7, 11, 20

12) Which University 
of Texas campus 
became accredited as 
the nation’s fi rst to offer 
belly dancing? 

Austin, Tyler, Arlington, 
Brownsville

13) What kind of 
Ferrari did Thomas 
Magnum (Tom Selleck) 
drive in the popular TV 

series? 
110 XT, 308 GTB, 397 

RS, 630 S

14) Where is the 
National Hobo 
Convention that elects a 
king and queen of the 
road? 

Iowa, Texas, Pennsylvania, 
Georgia

ANSWERS 
1)  Uma Thurman. 2)  

Sleeper. 3)  Stephen King. 4)  
Dime. 5)  Yugo. 6)  Cuba. 7)  
Berra. 8)  Washington. 9)  
California. 10) Uniroyal. 11) 
20. 12) Arlington. 13) 308 
GTB. 14) Iowa.

Trivia Fun
Wilson Casey
WC@Trivia

Guy.com

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl .com

The Wewahitchka Medi-
cal Center has always aimed 
to deliver high levels of pri-
mary care and with the addi-
tion of a new doctor; they’ve 
doubled their ability to do 
so.

Dr. Angel Cortes joined 
the team in April but brings 
13 years of medical experi-
ence to the Wewahitchka 
Medical Center

Originally born in Chi-
cago, Cortes’ family moved 
to Puerto Rico when he was 
very young. There he at-
tended primary school and 
eventually enrolled in Puerto 
Rico State University where 
he studied biology.

Cortes grew up alongside 
classmates who changed 
their ideal career paths 
about as often as they 

changed their socks, but he 
always had a clear vision for 
his future plans.

“I always said I was going 
to be a doctor,” said Cortes 
with a smile.

After getting his Bach-
elor’s degree in 1992, he 
relocated to Mexico and at-
tended medical school at the 
Autonomous University of 
Guadalajara. 

It was there that he met 
his future wife, who is also 
a doctor. After completing 
medical school the couple 
moved back to Puerto Rico 
where Cortes opened his 
own private offi ce. 

Unhappy with the health 
care system in Puerto Rico 
and the endless amount of 
administrative work that 
came with it, Cortes re-
turned to Mexico where he 
taught urology at his alma 
mater while seeking out 
employment in the United 

States.
After interviewing with 

North Florida Medical Cen-
ters he was offered a posi-
tion in Wewahitchka. He 
began his employment and 
took the fi rst step toward 
getting back to what he be-
lieved he was best at: treat-
ing patients.

“I’m going to give to the 
patient what the patient 
needs,” Cortes said. “I’m fo-
cused on people’s problems 
and solving them.”

Cortes has a fi rm be-
lief in patient education as 
much as treatment and said 
he spends additional with 
patients to ensure that they 
understand how to properly 
manage their conditions.

“My years working in 
Mexico taught me not to de-
pend on medical studies,” 
said Cortes. “I look for signs 

Cortes, Rubin lead medical center care

TIM CROFT | The Star

The next Salt Air Farmer’s Market will be held on Saturday, Sept. 7, at City Commons Park in Port St. Joe. 
Farmers from around North Florida and Georgia will have fresh produce for purchase and vendors will sell 
homemade crafts and jewelry. The Salt Air Farmer’s Market promotes a sustainable food system on Florida’s 
Forgotten Coast. The Market runs from 9 a.m. ET until 1 p.m.

WES LOCHER | The Star

Wewahitchka Medical Center manager Katrina Saunders with fi ve-year 
employee Ann Rubin, PA-C, and the latest addition, Dr. Angel Cortes.See PRIMARY B5

By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl .com

For four graduates of 
the Gulf County Work-
force Board’s Ladder pro-
gram, it was a day of new 
beginnings.

In partnership with the 
Jessie Ball duPont Founda-
tion, each year economically 
disadvantaged young adults, 
ages 18-21, in North Port St. 
Joe learn the basics of bank-
ing, public speaking and job 
interview preparation. 

Students also complete the 
12-week Dale Carnegie Train-
ing that includes intensive 
training on team member 

WES LOCHER | The Star

The latest graduates of the Gulf County Workforce Board Ladder program 
celebrated their achievements over lunch.

Ladder graduates celebrate achievements By WES LOCHER
229-7843 |@PSJ_Star

wlocher@starfl .com

As the weather cools 
and fall arrives, Mexico 
Beach is heating up with a 
September concert series 
that will feature area tal-
ent each Thursday at Sun-
set Park.

Music in the Park start-
ed in 2005, and attendees 
of the family-friendly event 
are encouraged to bring 
chairs, blankets and cool-
ers to each concert.

“It offers visitors and 
residents the opportunity 
to enjoy great talent and 
an amazing sunset,” said 
Community Development 
Council executive director 
Kimberly Shoaf. “It’s a re-
ally laid back event.”

This year’s lineup in-

cludes 2004 Grammy-win-
ning singer-songwriter 
Jerry Salley with Bo 
Spring on Sept. 5, Heat and 
the Zydeco Gents Sept. 12, 
Rockin’ Randall and the 
Gang will take the stage 
Sept. 19 and Nashville sen-
sations Charlie and Dana 
Black will round out the 
concert series Sept. 19.

“We try to get bands 
that are local to the area or 
have visited in the past and 
been a hit,” said Shoaf.

At the kickoff event 
Sept. 5, the Mexico Beach 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment will be serving up 
free hot dogs, chips and 
drinks. Donations will be 
accepted.

Each concert is 6-8 p.m. 
CT. Parking is available at 
the El Governor Motel on 
U.S. Highway 98.

SPECIAL TO THE STAR

Mexico Beach will hold their annual Music in the 
Park concert series every Thursday in September.

Mexico Beach holds 
music in the park

See GRADUATES B5

SALT AIR MARKET



Ebony is a 60lb. 10yr+ Black and Tan coonhound. She is retired and would like a safe, forever home to
spendher golden years in. Ebony is spayed, heartwormnegative andup-to-date on vaccines. She is also
housebrokenandcratetrained. Ifshehadahomewithayardandnicebedinsideshewouldbeveryhappy.
Ebonygetsalongwellwithotherdogsand is fascinatedbykitties.
If youcangive thisgreatdogahome,donothesitate to contactus.

If you are unable to adopt at this time, perhaps
you could foster or make a Donation. All pets
adopted from SJBHS will be current on vaccinations
and spayed/neutered. Please do not hesitate
to email townsend.hsdirector@gmail.com or
adoptbaystjoe@gmail.comor call the St. JosephBay
HumaneSocietyat850-227-1103andask forMelody
or Debbie! Online applications and pet photos are
availableatwww.sjbhumanesociety.org
Adoption fees include our cost of spay/neuter and
currentvaccinations.

Our hours for the shelter are Tuesday-Saturday from 10 am-4 pm! Faith's Thrift Hut is always in need
of donations also, and all the proceeds go directly to support the animals in our care! The hours for the
store are Thursday-Saturday from10 am-3pm. Volunteers are alwayswelcomeat both our store and our
shelter!Our storeandshelter location is1007TenthStreet inPort St. Joe!Hope to seeyouall there soon!
Ifyouaremissingapetorwanttoadoptanewpet,pleasecheckwithyourlocalHumaneSocietyorShelter.
FollowusonFacebook: St. JosephBayHumaneSociety

www.sjbhumanesociety.org
If you are missing a pet or want to adopt a new pet, please check with your local Humane Society or Shelter.

Follow us on Facebook: St. Joseph Bay Humane Society

OF THE
WEEKPET

St. Joseph Bay Humane Society
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for ONLY $15 per week
$60 per month

Call Today
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Our local real estate experts have identified what they feel are the best values around and are offering them to you in Real Estate Picks!
(In this section), Discover the best real estate values in Mexico Beach, Port St. Joe, Apalachicola, Cape San Blas,

St. George Island, Carrabelle and surrounding areas.

Real Estate Picks
Best Values on the Forgotten Coast
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Preston Russ
850-227-8890 | 850-227-7770
www.coastalrealtyinfo.com

MLS 248491 • $249,000 • Cape San Blas/Gulf View

Enjoy the Gulf views and short walk to the beach from
this beautiful home. Plenty of room to move around.
Spacious master bedroom suite. Furnished vacation
rental that is waiting for you. New roof, HVAC, and all
new appliances in 2011.

Sell your liStingS Here!
• Only $35 per week per listing
• Minimum 2 ads per week
or 1 ad for 2 weeks

Contact Wayne or Kari for details:
(850)227-1290 or (850)227-7847

SOLD
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850.229.5200
WWW.DOCKSIDESEAFOODANDRAWBAR.COM

HAPPY HOUR
EVERYDAY FROM 3:30 - 5:30

50¢ WINGS

New Lunch Specials

Open Everyday 11AM - 9PM

CHECK OUT OUR

DRINK SPECIALS
2 FOR 1 DRAFT

SocietyB2 | The Star Thursday, September 5, 2013

Mr. Rick Orr and Ms. Donna 
Cartright and Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Lollie are excited to announce 
the marriage of their children 
Sarah Marie Orr and Patrick 

Wayne Mastra, at 5 p.m. ET 
Saturday, Sept. 14 at Beacon Hill 
Beach. A reception will follow at 
the Senior Citizens Center at 120 
Library Drive in Port St. Joe.

Sarah Orr, Patrick Mastra to wed

wedding

Late summer is a hard 
time to get inspired about 
working in the garden.  
It’s really an in-between 
season too late for summer 
flowers, and too early 
for winter varieties.  But 
most of all, it’s 
just too hot to 
spend much time 
working outdoors.  
However, there are 
plenty of easy jobs 
in the garden that 
really need to be 
done at this time.  
My tips on late 
summer gardening 
was provided 
by Emeritus Extension 
Horticulture Specialist 
Dr. Robert Black, of the 
University of Florida, 
Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences.

If you’re growing roses, 
it’s a good idea to prune 
them late in August.  
Remove the healthy top 
growth, as well as the dead 
twigs and branches, and 
any diseased, injured, thin, 
or spindly growth.  Shorten 
the main canes and 
lateral branches.  Leave 
at least half the length 
of each main cane that’s 
one to three years old.  If 

you follow these pruning 
recommendations the first 
flowers can be expected in 
eight or nine weeks.  These 
flowers will be larger than 
they could have grown 
without the pruning.

If you’re 
growing mums or 
poinsettias, this 
is the last month 
that should pinch 
these plants to 
increase blooms 
we’ve talked about 
this before, so you 
may remember 
that pinching back 
the stem tips will 

increase branching, and 
promote heavier flowering 
in the late fall.  But don’t 
wait too long before you 
do this.  Otherwise you’ll 
be pinching off the flower 
buds instead of the stem 
tips and this will reduce 
the number of flowers that 
bloom in the fall.  August 
is also the time to pinch 
off some the buds on our 
camellias.  As soon as 
you can distinguish the 
rounded flower buds from 
the pointed vegetative bud, 
twist off all but one of the 
flower buds at each tip.  
The remaining bud should 

develop into a large flower, 
so be very careful not to 
injure it.

Some flowers, such as 
Sasanquas and Japonicas, 
are valued for their large 
number of blooms and 
don’t need to be pinched.

Many common 
ornamental, such as 
Oleander, Hydrangeas, 
and Azaleas can be 
propagated by cuttings 
this time of year.  For 
Azaleas, take tip cuttings, 
three to five inches 
long, with several leaves 
still attached.  Place 
the cutting in a rooting 
medium, and keep them 
moist by covering them 
with a plastic bag, or using 
a mist system.

Many rooting mediums 
can be used.  The most 
common are sand, and 
mixtures of peat and 
perlite.  You may want to 
use a rooting hormone to 
hasten root growth.

If you have any cold 
sensitive ornamentals in 
your landscape, you might 
think about rooting a few 
cuttings before winter, and 
keeping the young plants 
in a protected place.  That 
way, if your ornamental 

plant freezes, you’ll have 
replacement for the 
spring.

If you want to plant 
things during August 
or early September, 
you might try bulbs of 
Louisiana Iris, Ginger, 
Crinums, Daylilies, 
Amaryllis, and Zephyr 
Lilies.  You can still plant 
wood ornamentals as well, 
but hurry up so that they’ll 
have a chance to become 
well established before the 
winter comes. 

Now is also the time 
to plan for your winter 
annuals, such as baby’s 
breath, calendulas, and 
pansies.  Start ordering 
your seeds and preparing 
the flower beds.

Keep a careful watch 
for insect on your lawn and 
shrubbery.  Late summer 
is when chinch bugs and 
mole crickets are very 
active on lawns, and white 
flies, scales, aphids, and 
caterpillars are damaging 
ornamentals.

For more information 
on late summer tips 
contact the Gulf County 
Extension Service @ 639-
3200 or visit our website:  
http://gulf.ifas.ufl.edu

Some tips for summer gardening

ROy lee 
caRteR

County extension 
director

Special to the Star

Boy Scout Troop 47 in 
Port St. Joe would like to 
extend an open invitation 
to any home-schooled 
boy ages 11 to 17 in the 
surrounding area. 

Scouting provides 
a great opportunity 
for boys being home-
schooled to use Boy 
Scouts of America as an 
elective. Scouting gives 
them the necessary skills 
to learn about God and 
Country. 

We do a lot of traveling 
and train the scouts how 
to survive. We compete 
against other troops at 
camp-o-rees. There are 
over 100 merit badges 
that can be earned and 
are part of home school 
curriculum. 

Come join us 3:30 until 
5 p.m. ET on Thursdays 
at the Scout Hut, 2368 
Oak Grove Road or 
call me Ken Watson at 
850-731-1100.

“Be prepared”; Troop 
47, Port St. Joe.

Boys 11-17 invited 
to join Scouts

Star Staff Report

Gulf County Senior 
Citizens, located at 
120 Library Drive in 
Port St. Joe, is asking 
for donations of non-
perishable foods for 
our low-income seniors 
such as juice, canned 
tuna & chicken, soup or 
vegetables. 

Small inexpensive 
bingo prizes are always 
needed for our clients that 
love to play bingo several 
times a week. 

Also needed are 
donations of items for arts 
and crafts.

We provide a hot 
nutritious noon meal 
Monday through Friday 
to seniors 60 and over. 
Transportation may be 
available to our meal 
sites. Anyone interested in 
coming to our sites in Port 
St. Joe or Wewahitchka 
for meals and activities or 
who would like to donate 
any of the items noted 
above may call Debbie at 
229-8466.

Senior Citizens 
needs your help

Cancer support 
group forming

Special to The Star

“You have cancer,” are some of the 
most dreaded words in the English 
language. Usually when a patient hears 
that pronouncement, the shock leaves 
her or him in a benumbed state.

You are taking in the words, but the 
reality of the disease and the inherent 
decisions that will need to be made are 
not quite comprehensible yet.

“What kind of cancer do I have? 
What stage is my cancer in? What is 
my prognosis? What kind of treatment 
is recommended for the cancer I have? 
Do I need a second opinion? What are 
my chances of cure and what is my long 
term survival rate?”

These are all questions that you 
need to ask your physician, but there 
are so many other questions that come 
to mind as you process your diagnosis, 
decide upon treatment plans, where to 
have your surgeries, radiation and/or 
chemotherapy.

And all of these important decisions 
don’t even address the mental anguish 
the patient is experiencing as each 
decision is faced.

Only someone who has been through 
the same ordeal can truly relate to what 
the patient is feeling. That is the reason 
for a support group, a unit of people 
who have experienced the same thing.

A support group for cancer 
survivors, those currently undergoing 
treatments and their families and 
caregivers is being organized. The 
support group will meet at 5:30 p.m. ET 
first Mondays upstairs at Capital City 
Bank.

Everyone is invited to attend. 

Special to The Star

The Charles Whitehead Public 
Library in Wewahitchka and the 
University of Florida-Gulf County 
Extension 4-H Club are offering 
craft classes for youth ages 10 
and up at the library. The first 
class will be a beginners knitting 
class from 4-6 p.m. CT Tuesday, 
Sept. 10. The class will teach the 
basics of knitting while making 

a 9-by-9-inch washcloth. Project 
materials will be provided 
courtesy of the extension office. 
Class size is limited. All those 
who wish to participate must 
register in advance for the class 
by Sept. 6. For more information 
or class registration, call Melanie 
Taylor at the Gulf County 
Extension Office at 639-3200 or 
the Wewahitchka Public Library 
at 639-2419.

Craft classes available at 
your local library



Local bankers who know business.
At Capital City Bank, we know running a business isn’t easy. It takes drive, dedication

and hard work to keep the doors open. And while we offer plenty of innovative tools

and services to help businesses like yours, we also know that it’s our people who really

make the difference.

Our bankers are your neighbors, customers and friends, with the experience that makes

our business the right choice for yours. Call or visit us online to learn more.We’ll be here

with a familiar face and a helping hand when you’re ready to put us to work for you.

850.229.2110
www.ccbg.com/business

Sandy Price | Community Banker

45
14
04

2

Date: Tuesday, September 17, 2013
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. EDT
Location: St. Joseph Bay State Buffer Preserve Center

3915 State Road 30A
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will host a
construction public information meeting, Tuesday, September 17
for the upcoming resurfacing of State Road (S.R.) 30A from S.R.
30E (Cape San Blas Road) to S.R. 30 (U.S. 98) in Gulf County.

Work on the project will
include resurfacing and
widening the existing
roadway, drainage
improvements, and
upgrading the bridge rail
and guardrail on the
Simmons Bayou Bridge.

Construction activities are
scheduled to begin in
September 2013 and
conclude in winter 2015.

Project personnel will be
available at the meeting to
provide information about
construction work and
impacts.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons
who require special accommodations under the Americans with
Disabilities Act, or persons who require translation services (free of
charge) should contact the FDOT Construction Project Manager,
Dale Harris, at (850) 767-4990 at least seven days prior to the
meeting.

If you have any questions you may contact Dale Harris at the
number above, or by e-mail at Dale.Harris@dot.state.fl.us. You
may also contact the FDOT District Three Public Information
Director, Ian Satter toll-free at (888) 638-0250, ext. 1205, or by
e-mail at Ian.Satter@dot.state.fl.us.

, colorregard to race, participation is solicited without Public 
national origin, sex, religion, disability or family status.  Persons 

Americans with who require special accommodations under the 
Act, or persons who require translation services (free of Disabilities 

,  Construction Project Managercharge) should contact the FDOT
Dale Harris, at (850) 767-4990 at least seven days prior to the 
meeting.

If you have any questions you may contact Dale Harris at the 
ou Ynumber above, or by e-mail at Dale.Harris@dot.state.fl.us.  

Three Public Information  District may also contact the FDOT
, Ian Satter toll-free at (888) 638-0250, ext. 1205, or by Director

e-mail at Ian.Satter@dot.state.fl.us.

PROJECT LIMITS

Notice of Construction
Public Information Meeting
Florida Department of
Transportation
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By TIM CROFT
227-7827 | @PSJ_Star

tcroft@starfl.com

A no muss, no fuss con-
tinuing education.

That is what Gulf Coast 
State College at its Gulf/
Franklin Center will be of-
fering in the coming weeks 
as Education Encore re-
turns for another year.

Education Encore of-
fers non-credit enrichment 
classes for adults on a vari-
ety of topics.

“We have a saying, you 
are never too old to learn,” 
said Jim Barr, coordinator of 
Education Encore. “There 
are no tests, no grades, no 
stress, just fun.”

Registration for Educa-
tion Encore begins at 1 p.m. 
ET on Wednesday, Sept. 18 
in Building A, Room 101, at 
the Gulf/Franklin Center. 
Registration is first-come, 
first-served.

Classes will be held on 
six consecutive Wednes-
days, beginning Sept. 25 and 
continuing through Oct. 30.

Classes are being of-
fered in three morning time 
periods, from 8:30 a.m. to 
12 noon, making it possible 
for a student to take three 
classes during this year’s 
Encore.

In fact, the fee is based 
on each student having ac-
cess to all three classes 
each Wednesday.

The goal of Education 
Encore, Barr said, is to pro-
vide a learning environment 
that is fun, lively and offers 
diversity, insight and wis-
dom in which adults explore 
new ideas.  

If you have been to col-
lege, Barr said, this is an 
opportunity to re-live the 
college experience. If you 
have not attended college, 
this is an opportunity to live 
the college experience.  

“Just as exercising the 
body keeps one physically 
fit—exercising the mind 
keeps one mentally fit,” he 
added.

The courses offered at 
the Gulf/Franklin Center in-
clude basic computer skills, 

digital camera, drawing, 
creative writing, chair yoga, 
Tai Chi, home repair, acrylic 
painting, yoga and others.

The fee for participants 
is $66 for the six-week pro-
gram, which includes three 
classes on each of the six 
Wednesdays.

To browse the selection 
of classes offered, visit the 
website at www.gulfcoast.
edu/EducationEncore or 
for more information call 
872-3823 or email Barr at 
jbarr@gulfcoast.edu. 

As Barr said, “Don’t 
miss this great opportunity 
to continue your education 
or pursue a longtime inter-
est.   You are never too old 
to learn.”

Education Encore back at Gulf/Franklin Center this month

Tim CrofT | The Star

Education Encore, offering an array of non-credit 
classes for adults, begins at the Gulf/Franklin Center 
in the coming weeks.

Port St. Joe Elementary School; front row, Ta’Niyah Bryan, Sha’Nari Woodruff, JC Kennedy, Boston 
McGhee. Back row, Eli Filder, Danica Kelly, Israel Goldsborough, Zek Bailey, Brittany Hanson.

Dazzling Dolphins

Special to The Star
Students of all ages at 

Faith Christian School 
are taught Biblical prin-
ciples, academics, and 
life skills.  

In addition to con-
cepts being taught 
through traditional 
teaching techniques, stu-
dents also learn through 
hands on activities.  

Science can be one 
of the most fun subjects 
to learn as students can 
absorb new concepts 
through experiments.  

Miss Brandy’s sec-
ond grade students 
demonstrate a science 
project with worms. 

Will worms live in 
sand or will they bur-
row into the ground 
looking for a moist 
environment?  

FCS second grade 
students know! 

This “hands on” activity 
is one of many in the class-

rooms of FCS and serves 
to enrich a student’s 
learning experience.

Special to The Star
panama City, fl – The Visual 

& Performing Arts Division 
of Gulf Coast State Col-
lege and Ponce 500 Planta-
tion will present “Flor500.” 
The exhibit features paint-
ing, drawing, photography, 
sculpture and ceramics cre-
ated by the artists of Region 
One, as well as a participa-

tory drawing session and 
lecture by Xavier Cortada. 

Flor500 is a nature, art 
and history project originat-
ed by Miami artist Cortada 
to commemorate Florida’s 
quincentennial in 2013. The 
project marks the impor-
tance of when the history of 
our state changed forever 
and gives us a glimpse of 

what its landscape was like 
five hundred years ago. A 
team of scientists selected 
500 flowers that were in 
Florida at the time Ponce 
de Leon landed; the flow-
ers were then divided into 
eight regions throughout 
the state. Next, 500 Florida 
artists were asked to depict 
one of the flowers from their 
respective region. 

In conjunction with the 
exhibit, Ponce 500 Planta-
tion will plant a wild flower 
garden. The Plantation has 
carved out a resident plot 
for a Flor500 wildflower gar-
den that Cortada and local 
Flor500 artists helped plant 
on Aug. 23. 

“Our Ponce Plantation 
and the Flor500 projects re-
ally complement each other 

and we are delighted to add 
a permanent wildflower gar-
den to the mix,” said Ronnie 
Barnes, plantation lead. 
“We are thrilled to be at the 
intersection of agriculture 
and art.”  Barnes added that 
local artist Heather Parker 
worked hard to organize lo-
cal artists to gallery their 
Flor500 art at Gulf Coast 
State College and it was an 

organic fit.  
The work will be on dis-

play in the Amelia Center 
Main Gallery (Room 112) 
until Sept. 12. Gallery hours 
are 10a.m. until 4 p.m. CT, 
Monday through Thurs-
day. For more information, 
please contact Pavel Am-
romin at pamromin@gulf-
coast.edu or call 769-1551 
ext. 4874.

Hands-on learning.

Worms!

GCSC presents ‘Flor500’ art exhibit, lecture

45
14
22
2

Robert G. Kerrigan*
George W. Estess †

William Rankin *
T.Michael McLeod*

Randle D. Thompson*
*BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL LAWYER

† OF COUNSEL

Office Open by Appointment throughout the week.
Staffed every Thursday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.

(No appointment necessary on Thursdays.)

190 Williams Avenue
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

(850) 229-3333

The Lion’s Tale
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SOUTHERLAND FAMILY
FUNERAL HOME

507 10th Street • Port St. Joe

(850) 229-8111
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To know ChrisT and To Make hiM known

St. JameS’
epiScopal church

800 22nd Street, port St. Joe
8:00 and 11:00 a.m. (EST) • Sunday School 9:45

www.stjamesepiscopalchurch.org

Come worship with us!
Rector Father Tommy Dwyer
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St. Peter’s Church, ACC
(Traditional Services 1928 BCP)

Morning Prayer & Holy Communion
Sunday...............10:00 A.M.

Community Healing Service 6:00 P.M.
4th Thursday of Every Month
The Rev. Dr. D. Pete Windham, Priest

The Rev Lou Little, Deacon
Services Temporarily at Senior Citizens Center,

120 Library Drive
“An Unchanging Faith In A Changing World”

Morning Prayer & Holy Communion
Sunday...............10:00 A.M.

The Rev. Lou Little, Priest
Services Temporarily at Senior Citizens Center,

120 Library Drive
“An Unchanging Faith In A Changing World”
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COMFORTER
FUNERAL HOME
W. P. “Rocky” Comforter

L.F.D.
(850) 227-1818 45

10
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www.faithchristianpsj.net

(850) 229-6707
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“Our Church can be your home”

First Church of the Nazarene
2420 Long Avenue • Port St. Joe, Florida 32456

(850) 229-9596

Give unto the Lord the glory due His name, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
Psalm 29:2

Sunday School............................ 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........... 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship ..............6 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ....... 7 p.m.

A Spirit Filled
Outreach Oriented

Word of Faith Church

Home of tHe
PowerHouse

YoutH ministries

Pastors Andrew & Cathy rutherford
welcome you to worship with us:

sunday 10:30am
sunday night Prayer 6pm

wednesday 7pm
www.familylifechurch.net

323 reid Ave ~ Downtown Port st. Joe, fL ~ 850-229-5433

TOUCHING LIVES
WITH THE LOVE

OF JESUS
6pm
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Dr. Geoffrey Lentz
Pastor

Bobbi Lassiter
Minister to Families

Ann Comforter
Director of Music

1001 Constitution Dr.
850.227.1724

www.psjumc.org

Sunday Schedule
9:00AMEST -Worship on theWater,
“under the sails” on St. Joseph Bay.
11:00AMEST - Sanctuary Service
with Special Children’s time.

Sunday:
Sunday School - 9:15
Morning Worship - 10:30
Evening Worship - 5:00

1601 Long Ave Port St Joe, FL 32456
(850) 229-8691

WEdnESday:
Family dinner - 5:30
Prayer Meeting - 6:30
Student Ministry - 6:30
Children’s Ministry / Choir - 6:30
adult Choir - 7:30
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First Baptist Church
102 THIRD STREET • PORT ST. JOE

Buddy Caswell, Minister of Music & Education
Bobby Alexander, Minister to Students

New Service Schedule for First Baptist Church
Sunday School & Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 am
Sunday School & Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am
Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm
Wednesday Night Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 pm
Wednesday Night Adult Prayer Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 pm
Wednesday Night Children's Ministry activities . . . . . . . 6:30 pm
Wednesday Night Youth Ministry activities . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 pm

www.fbcpsj.orgwww.fbcpsj.org

Sunday
Sunday School ............. 9:00 am
Worship Service............ 10:30 am
Choir............................ 6:00 pm

New Service Schedule for First Baptist Church

Wednesday
Dinner…………….5:00 - 6:00 pm
AWANA……………….6:00 - 7:30 pm
Surrender Student Ministry……………6:15 - 7:30 pm
Prayer/Bible Study…………….6:30 - 7:30 pm
Nursery………………………..6:00 - 7:30 pm

4514217

Bruce Hodge, Pastor

6:15
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1602 Hwy 98, Mexico Beach, FL
(850) 648.1151 www.livingwateratthebeach.com

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM - Worship at Sunset Park (on the sand)

10:00 AM - Bible Study at 1602 Highway 98
MONDAY - 7:00 PM - Lifetree Café. Join the Conversation
WEDNESDAY - 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Open House Coffee & Conversation

To contact worship leader: (850) 648.1151 or lwcpastor@fairpoint.net

Thursday, September 5, 2013

Special to The Star

Coping with loss topic at 
Lifetree Café

How loss can transform your 
perspective will be explored at 
7 p.m. CT on Monday, Sept. 9 at 
Lifetree Café.  

The program includes fi lmed 
interviews with two artists who 
experienced the loss of loved 
ones and coped through their 
art. 

“Loss can be devastating,” 

says Lifetree Café 
representative Craig Cable. “In 
this program, we’ll share our 
stories of loss with people who 
care—and consider how we 
can become stronger through 
tragedy. This hour of discovery 
and discussion is for anyone 
who’s experienced loss.” 

Admission to the 60-minute 
event is free. 

Snacks and beverages are 
available. 

Lifetree Café is located at 
1602 U.S. Highway 98 in Mexico 

Beach across from El Governor 
Motel.

Lifetree Café is a place where 
people gather for conversation 
about life and faith in a casual 
coffeehouse-type setting. 

Questions about Lifetree may 
be directed to Gary Grubb at 
334-806-5667 or lwclifetreecafe@
fairpoint.net.

Highland View Baptist 
Homecoming Sept. 8

The Highland View Baptist 

Church will hold its 33rd annual 
Homecoming at 10:30 a.m. ET on 
Sunday, Sept. 8.

The church will be 
celebrating 62 years of ministry 
and would like to extend an 
invitation to members, past 
members and anyone in the 
community to join them on this 
special day.

Former interim pastor Bro. 
Charles Scott will be the guest 
speaker and there will be several 
special musical presentations.

There will be a covered dish 

lunch in the Church Fellowship 
Hall following the service.

The church is located at 310 
Ling Street in Highland View.

Thursday, September 5, 2013

FAITH
Page B4

This business invites you 
to visit the church of 

your choice this week.

w w w . s t a r f l . c o m

Salvation is free 
to share

The Father’s heart was deeply 
pained 

when Jesus hung on that tree.
Yet through His sacrifi ce, 
He won our pardon and hope of 

victory.
Those who believe have eternal 

life, 
and strength to endure earth’s 

hardships and strife.
If you don’t know Jesus, what 

hope is there then?
Could it be you put home in an 

earthly friend?
This folks is where Christians 

come in, 
we’re to share our hope with a 

lost earthly friend.
Since salvation and hope are 

free my friend,
why don’t we share it a little 

more then?

Billy Johnson

Mr. Curtis H. Padgett, 
Jr, 67, of Carrabelle, 
passed away Thursday 
evening at his home. He 
was born and raised in 
Miami, but considered 
Starke, Fla., to be his 
home. He retired as 
Maintenance Supervisor 
for Winn Dixie Stores. He 
loved to fish.

Mr. Padgett is survived 
by his wife, Jackie 
Padgett of Carrabelle; 
sons, David Padgett 
of Carrabelle,  and 
Bobby Padgett and 

wife Carol of Valdosta; 
grandsons, Sebastian 
and Schyler; stepson, 
Josh Sharp and wife 
Stephanie of Thomasville; 
grandchildren, Julia and 
Anna; sisters, Brenda 
Ordway and husband 
Paul of Mountain View, 
Mo., and Linda Hedding 
and husband Norman of 
Starke, Fla.

At his request no 
services are scheduled.

Comforter Funeral 
Home is entrusted with 
final arrangements.

Curtis H. Padgett

Mary Ellen (Thames) 
Zagorski, 90, of Mexico 
Beach, passed away 
Friday, August 30, 2013, at 
the Bridge At Bay St. Joe 
in Port St. Joe, Fla.

Mrs. Zagorski was 
born March 26, 1923, 
in Chipley, Fla., the 
daughter of W. T. and Mae 
Ona (Scoggins) Thames.  
She was preceded in 
death by her parents, her 
husband Bill, four sisters, 
one brother, and one 
half-brother.

She is survived by 
one half-sister and one 
half-brother and several 

nieces and nephews.  
Local survivors are her 
niece, Dorothy Burge 
and her nephew Robert 
Nedley.

A memorial service will 
be at Holly Hill Cemetery 
on Friday, Sept. 6, 2013, at 
10:30 a.m. E.D.T.

Those who wish may 
make donations in her 
memory to the St. Joseph 
Bay Humane Society, 1007 
Tenth St., Port St. Joe, FL 
32456, or to a charity of 
your choice.

Services were provided 
by Comforter Funeral 
Home.

Mary Ellen (Thames) Zagorski

Obituaries

Mr. LC Dewayne 
(Buddy) Wood, Jr., age 63, 
of Hosford, passed away 
Monday, Sept. 2, 2013, in 
Hosford. Buddy was born 
on July 28, 1950, in Port 
St. Joe and had lived in 
Hosford since 1990, coming 
from Carrabelle. He was a 
commercial shrimper by 
trade and had a great love 
for animals, fl owers and 
could make anything grow.

Survivors include two 
sons, Anthony Dewayne 
Wood and his wife, 
Cheree, of Carrabelle 
and Allen Dean Wood of 
Carrabelle; one daughter, 
Melanie Dawn Wood 
of Panama City; one 
brother, John Anthony 
Wood of Hosford; three 
sisters, Shirley Colvin of 
Hosford, Susan Lowrey 
of Wewahitchka and 

Linda Shoemaker and her 
husband, Ralph, of Kinard; 
four grandchildren, 
Ethan Taylor, Isabella 
Wood Hicks, Peyton 
Wood and Rylan Wood; 
and numerous nieces, 
nephews and other family 
members.

At Buddy’s request, 
there will be no service.

A celebration of 
Buddy’s life will be at 11 
a.m. ET Saturday, Sept. 7, 
2013, at the Liberty County 
Senior Citizens in Bristol. 
Memorialization will be by 
cremation.

In lieu of fl owers the 
family requests donations 
may be made to help with 
funeral expenses. All 
arrangements under the 
direction of Marlon Peavy 
at Peavy Funeral Home in 
Blountstown.

LC Dewayne (Buddy) Wood, Jr.

Faith BRIEFS
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Sympathy, Compassion
& Understanding

Holly Hill Funeral Home
2775 Garrison Avenue | Port St. Joe, Florida 32456

(850)229-1929

Offering comfort and
assistance in your

time of grief.

Traditional Funerals
Cremation Services

Memorials
Urns

Grief Support

NO HIDDEN CHARGES: It is our policy that the patient and any other person responsible for payments has the right to refuse to pay,
cancel payment or be reimbursed by payment or any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and
within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

1600 Jenks Ave. • Panama City, FL
(850) 763-6666 • 1-800-227-5704

www.mulliseye.com

FOR NEW PATIENTS
59 AND OLDER

This certificate is good for a complete
Medical Eye Exam with

Todd Robinson, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician and Surgeon.

The exam includes a prescription for eye glasses and tests
for Glaucoma, Cataracts and other eye diseases.

FORYOUR APPOINTMENT CALL:
850-763-6666

ELIGIBILITY: U.S. Citizens living in the Florida Panhandle,
59 years and older, not presently under our care.

Coupon Expires: 4-30-13

FREE
EYE EXAM

CODE: AP00



Smart LensesSM

Can produce clear vision without glasses,
at all distances

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE

"WEWELCOME NEW PATIENTS,
CALLTODAY FORYOUR

PRIORITYAPPOINTMENT"

Darren Payne, M.D.
Board Certified
Eye Physician

and Cataract Surgeon

Todd Robinson, M.D.
Board Certified
Eye Physician

and Cataract Surgeon
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Coupon Expires: 9-30-13 CODE: SJ00

primary from page B1
and symptoms. You have to 
know your patients.”

Cortes currently lives in 
Tallahassee with his wife. 
They have a son, 17, and 
daughter, 13. In his limited 
free time, Cortes said that 
he enjoys reading, trying 
new foods and spending 
time with his family.

Cortes joined Ann Rubin 
a physician’s assistant and 
five-year employee of the 
medical center. 

Rubin is a resident of 
Port St. Joe who grew up in 
Tallahassee. She became in-
terested in a career in medi-
cine when, at a young age, 
a close friend passed away 
from anemia. 

Rubin said that she want-
ed to help the friend, but her 
inability to do so led to her 
enrolling at the University of 
Florida where she received 
her Bachelor’s degree in re-
hab counseling. 

After graduating, she 
took a position in Tallahas-
see teaching biology and 
physics at a high school.

After two years of teach-
ing she moved to Port St. Joe 
and spent a year teaching at 
Wewahitchka High School 

before she left to pursue her 
Master’s degree from Nova 
Southeastern University in 
Ft. Lauderdale.

Before she left for her 
second round of school, Ru-
bin told her friends and co-
workers that she’d be back.

Rubin was true to her 
word and after completing 
her studies; she made her 
way back to Gulf County and 
for many years was the only 
physician for primary care 
at the Wewahitchka Medical 
Center.

“I like the area,” said Ru-
bin. “I like the people here. 
Everyone’s very friendly.”

Much Cortes, Rubin 
places a strong emphasis on 
preventative health. She en-
courages her patients to get 
regular physicals and colo-
noscopies in order to catch 
possible problems before 
they can develop into some-
thing worse.

“You have to make sure 
that everything is getting 
taken care of,” Rubin said.

In her free time, Rubin 
enjoys fishing and playing 
golf, though she claimed that 
she isn’t very good at either 
one. Last year, she and her 

husband welcomed the birth 
of their first child, a son.

Center manager Ka-
trina Saunders said she was 
pleased to have Cortes on 
board and praised him for 
his interest in his patients. 
She said that she enjoyed 
watching Cortes and Ru-
bin work so well with one 
another.

“I see them collaborat-
ing and sharing knowledge,” 
said Saunders. “Their ap-
proaches may seem dif-
ferent, but their desire for 
patient health is the same. 
I’m probably being spoiled 
by their dedication to what 
they do.”

The Wewahitchka Medi-
cal center is a Federally 
Qualified Health Care Cen-
ter that has operated for 35 
years. 

They accept Medicaid, 
Medicare and have a sliding 
fee scale for patients without 
insurance.

The center offers same 
day appointments, over-
night lab work and is seek-
ing a licensed clinical social 
worker in order to offer men-
tal health services to the 
community.

graduates from page B1

By Chris Beatty
Special to The Star

The Florida Wild Mammal Association 
(FWMA), a wildlife rehabilitation center 
in Crawfordville, is sponsoring a fund-
raiser photo contest. 

This year two new categories have 
been added - black and white and mac-
ro. The other categories are bird, other 
wildlife, landscape, flower/plant life and 
altered. 

Bird photos can be of any bird in any 
activity or behavior; other wildlife photos 
can be any wild animal other than birds. 

Altered photos can be of any wildlife 
that has been altered via tools in Photo-
shop or other similar software. The sub-
ject must still be recognizable. 

Macro photos are extreme close-up 
photography, in which the size of the sub-
ject in the photograph is greater than life 
size. 

Photo subjects can be anywhere in the 
world. Entry fee is $10 per category and 
up to three entries may be submitted. In 
the interest of encouraging more young 
photographers to participate, there is no 
entry fee for age 17 and under. 

Either printed or digital entries will be 
accepted. Printed entries can be mailed 
to the FWMA, 198 Edgar Poole Rd., Craw-
fordville FL 32327, or dropped off at the 
Port St. Joe Star, 135 W. U.S. Highway 98, 
Port St. Joe, or the Wakulla News, at 3119-
A, Crawfordville Road., Crawfordville. 
Digital entries should be emailed to fw-
maeast@aol.com.

Entries must be postmarked or re-
ceived no later than Oct. 15. Blind judging 
will be done by a team of local photogra-
phers. Winners will be notified by Nov. 
15, and all entrants will receive an email 

shortly thereafter. Entrants willing to 
donate their photo entries will generate 
additional funds for the animals when the 
photos are subsequently sold.

Category winners will be invited to 
visit the rehabilitation facility, with op-
portunities to photograph the wildlife in 
residence and in care. All winning images 
will be exhibited in a public location, to be 
announced, and all entries will be avail-
able for viewing on the FWMA Facebook 
and website. They will also be included in 
the subsequent FWMA newsletter. 

The first overall winning photograph 
that includes wildlife will be used for 
the 2014 FWMA thank-you cards, and 
the second overall winning photograph 
that includes wildlife will be used for the 
2014 FWMA brochure. All entries will be 
considered for use on the 2013 FWMA 
Christmas card. In addition, the category 
winners will receive an FWMA t-shirt and 
other donated prizes. Certificates will be 
awarded to all winners.

See complete instructions on the 
FWMA Facebook page. For folks not on 
Facebook, there is a link on the FWMA 
website www.wakullawildlife.org. Anyone 
without Internet access can call (850) 510-
7583 to get a copy of the instructions.

FWMA, in operation since 1994, takes 
in about 1,000 animals yearly. It is a non-
profit organization that depends totally 
on grants and individual donations to 
support the funding needs. Recently, de-
mands for rehabilitation have increased 
while resources have decreased. All en-
try fees from this contest will be used for 
current needs at the center.

FWMA has limited fundraisers this 
year, so let’s make this a great one! Pick 
out some of your super shots and share 
them with us for the animals.

FWMA sponsoring 
wildlife photo contest

DANA MARTIN | Special to The Star

star staff reports

PSJHS Class of 
1973 reunion

The Port St. Joe 
High School Class of 
1973 will begin its 40th 
class reunion at 6 p.m. 
ET Sept. 27 at Frank 
Pate Park with an “Old 
Fashion” picnic. Pictures 
will be taken at sunset 
on the city pier. The 
celebration will continue 
Sept. 28 with a friendly 
round of golf at about 
noon for those interested. 
Others are thinking of 
trying their skills at 
paddle-boarding in the 
bay. The reunion will 
come to an end at 5 p.m. 

with a dinner at Ronnie 
B’s. Any classmate who 
has not been contacted, 
please contact Lee Anna 
Parrish at 227-5647 or 
parrishteacher@yahoo.
com. 

Wewahitchka High 
School all-class 
reunion 2013

An All-Class Reunion 
for Wewahitchka High 
School will be at 10:30 
a.m. CT Oct. 19 at the 
Honeyville Community 
Center. Everyone in the 
community is invited, so 
make plans to come and 
enjoy seeing old friends 
and catching up with one 

another. We would like 
to get the word out to 
everyone, so please pass 
along this information to 
any classmate/friend you 
have contact with. 

If you would like 
to attend, send a 
check for $17 (per 
person) to Dianne 
(Lester) Semmes, 1730 
County Road 386 N., 
Wewahitchka, FL 32465. 
For more information, 
contact Semmes at 639-
5345 (home) or 227-6425 
(cell), or via email at 
Wewamama@yahoo.com. 

Food and beverages 
will be provided, but 
donations of desserts are 
requested. The deadline 
for checks is Oct. 7. 

Reunions

engagement, leadership 
development, sales effec-
tiveness, customer service, 
process improvement and 
presentation effectiveness.

“The program is a 
good second chance,” said 
Workforce Board case 
manager Barry Hand. “It 
helps students from an ed-
ucational and self-esteem 
standpoint.”

The program is in its 
second year and prepares 
students for careers in the 
military or provides a first 
step toward community 
college or barber school.

This year, Dr. Renee 
Coffey, a psychologist, was 
hired to assist Hand in the 
program. She led individ-
ual and group counseling 

sessions, trained students 
on goal setting and life skill 
planning.

“I loved it and it was a 
real honor,” said Coffey. 
“It’s amazing opportunity 
for young people.”

Coffey said that the pro-
gram is perfect for those 
who want to get into the 
workforce but don’t know 
where to start. Hand and 
Coffey agreed that it was 
their goal to walk them 
through the process and 
show them that it’s possi-
ble to succeed in a career.

“It’s a serious commit-
ment, but it’s an awesome 
program,” said Hand. “We 
want to help you.”

In addition to job skills 
training the program can 

also help students com-
plete their GED or obtain a 
driver’s license.

The graduates celebrat-
ed their achievement on 
Friday with a reception at 
the Gulf Coast State Col-
lege Gulf/Franklin Center 
with a luncheon. Students 
were congratulated by 
Hand and Coffey along with 
County Commissioner Tan 
Smiley.

The goal of Gulf County 
Workforce Board is to pro-
vide leadership, oversight, 
guidance and assistance to 
institutions and individu-
als by delivering training 
and workforce services in 
order to meet the employ-
ment needs of Bay, Gulf, 
and Franklin Counties.
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GET YOUR AD IN
CALL TODAY!
227-7847
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GET YOUR AD IN!
227-7847

229-1324

Professional floor Care, inC.
residential and Commercial Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning

serving the entire Gulf Coast area
Ceramic Tile and Grout Cleaning

rVs - Cars - Trucks - Vans
24 Hour emergency Water extraction
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Special to The Star

The Volunteer Guild at 
Sacred Heart Hospital on 
the Gulf recently present-
ed a $3,400 donation to the 
hospital in support of a two 
of patient care initiatives. 

“The Sacred Heart Hos-
pital on the Gulf Guild is 
honored to provide their 
first two distributions of 
funding for equipment 
from the proceeds of the 
gift shop at the hospital 

and the Guild’s annual 
Holiday Spectacular,” said 
Sylvia Whaley, Guild board 
president. 

The Sacred Heart on 
the Guild unanimously ap-
proved providing $2,700 for 
the purpose of purchasing 
a clinical grade IV therapy 
(IVT) recliner for the grow-
ing IVT service.  The new 
chair will accommodate 
patients’ comfort, ease of 
use for the clinician and re-
duce the use of linens – as 
the chair surface can be 

sanitized.  
The second distribution 

was $750 in seed funding 
for a department fundrais-
er that will result in aid to 
uninsured patients requir-
ing mammography screen-
ings in Sacred Heart on the 
Gulf ’s Women’s Center.

“Our volunteers have a 
tremendous impact on the 
care and hospitality pro-
vided every day at Sacred 
Heart Hospital on the Gulf,” 
said Roger Hall, president. 
“They selflessly give of 

their time and talents and 
often serve as advocates 
for advancements in the 
patient care experience. 
We certainly would not be 
the same hospital without 
our dedicated volunteers!” 

Sacred Heart Volunteer 
Guild

Around 85 commu-
nity members and winter 
guests volunteer at Sacred 
Heart Hospital on the Gulf 
every year, providing over 
10,000 hours of service and 
adding a personal touch to 

everyone who enters the 
hospital. The rewards of 
volunteering are as individ-
ual as each volunteer, and 
all volunteers enjoy meal 
vouchers, free flu vaccines 
and an open invitation 
to participate in Sacred 
Heart’s special events. 
The Volunteer Guild rais-
es funds through annual 
membership dues and pro-
ceeds from the Gift Shop at 
Sacred Heart Hospital on 
the Gulf. The Guild’s larg-
est fundraising event is the 

annual Holiday Spectacu-
lar Sale each winter, which 
features holiday décor and 
gifts. 

For more informa-
tion about the Volunteer 
Guild, please contact Kara 
Rish, membership chair 
for the Sacred Heart Hos-
pital on the Gulf Guild, at 
kara12563@aol.com. For 
more information about 
volunteering at Sacred 
Heart, please contact the 
volunteer information line 
at 229-5762. 

Sacred Heart Guild supports hospital initiatives with donation

Special to The Star 

Sacred Heart Hospital 
on the Gulf ’s associate 
mission council will be col-
lecting phones for “Cell 
Phones for Soldiers.”  Cell 
Phones for Soldiers is a 
nonprofit organization that 
turns old cell phones into 
minutes of prepaid calling 
cards for U.S. troops sta-

tioned overseas. Phones 
are sent to ReCellular, 
which pays “Cell Phones 
for Soldiers” enough to 
provide one hour of talk 
time for each recycled cell 
phone. Any and all cell 
phones are accepted.

Sacred Heart Hospi-
tal on the Gulf ’s Associ-
ate Mission Council wel-
comes donations from the 

community.  
“Bring your phone to 

the hospital and we will 
be happy to forward them 
toward a good purpose,” 
said Jeff Ryan, hospital 
chaplain. 

Collection boxes are lo-
cated in the main lobby of 
the hospital.  The collec-
tion will run through Sep-
tember and October. Final 

dropoffs should be made 
before Oct. 31.

In addition to health 
fairs and educational 
programs, Sacred Heart 
Hospital on the Gulf lives 
out its mission to serve 
those in need through the 
good will of the associates.  
Each year, a committee of 
associates spearheads as 
many as 12 mission activi-

ties for fellow associates to 
participate.  Annual events 
include a fall food drive, 
school drives and road 
clean up.  

“At Sacred Heart, giving 
is ingrained in our culture, 
providing more than care 
to those who visit our fa-
cility. We are a part of the 
community,” said Kathy 
Chastain, Chief Nursing 

Officer.
Ryan explained, “You 

can erase all personal data 
from your phone by access-
ing http://www.recellular.
com/recycling/data_eras-
er/default.asp through the 
internet. They will provide 
step by step directions on 
how to erase your personal 
information from your do-
nated phone.”

Sacred Heart participating in cell phone drive for soldiers
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92330
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
CASE NO. 13-59-CA

CAPITAL CITY BANK,
Plaintiff,

vs.

JASON LEE NAUS, 
TAMEKA LEIGH NAUS, 
and UNKNOWN TEN-
ANT(S),
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
PURSUANT TO
CHAPTER 45

NOTICE is given pursu-
ant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated 
August 27th, 2013, in 
Case No. 13-59-CA, of 
the Circuit Court of the 
Fourteenth Judicial Cir-
cuit, in and for Gulf 
County, Florida, in 
which CAPITAL CITY 
BANK is the Plaintiff 
and JASON LEE NAUS, 
TAMEKA LEIGH NAUS 
are the Defendants, I 
will sell to the highest 
and best bidder for 
cash at the front door 
of the Gulf County 
Courthouse in Port St. 
Joe, Gulf County, Flor-
ida at 11:00 a.m., East-
ern Time, on Septem-
ber 26th, 2013, the 
property set forth in the 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure and more 
particularly described 
as follows:

Commencing at the 

Northwest corner of 
SW 1/4 of SW 1/4 of 
Section 32, Twp 5 
South, Range 11 West, 
and run West for 400 
feet to the West side of 
County Road, thence 
run South for 360 feet, 
for the Point of Beginn-
ing. Thence run West 
for 350 feet, thence run 
South for 240 feet, 
thence run East for 350 
feet to the West side of 
the County Road, 
thence run North for 
240 feet to the Point of 
Beginning. This land ly-
ing and being in the SE 
1/4 of SE 1/4 of Section 
31, Township 5 South, 
Range 11 West, Gulf 
County, Florida.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens, must 
file a claim within sixty 
(60) days after the sale.

DATED: August 28th, 
2013.

REBECCA L. NORRIS 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk

Garvin B. Bowden, 
Esq.
Gardner, Bist, Wiener, 
Wadsworth, Bowden, 
Bush, Dee, LaVia & 
Wright, P.A.
1300 Thomaswood 
Drive
Tallahassee, Florida 
32308
September 5, 12, 2013

95151
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
CIVIL ACTION
CASE NO.:
23-2022-CA-000115
DIVISION:

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A., SUCCESSOR IN 
INTEREST TO WELLS 
FARGO BANK, NA, 
SUCCESSOR IN IN-
TEREST TO WACHO-
VIA BANK,
NA,
Plaintiff,

vs.

ALLAN RICHARDS,
et al,
Defendant(s),

NOTICE OF SALE
PURSUANT
TO CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN Pursuant to a 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated Au-
gust 14, 2013, entered 
in Case No. 23-2011-
CA-000115 of the Cir-
cuit Court of the Four-
teenth Judicial Circuit 
in and for Gulf County, 
Florida in which Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A, suc-
cessor in interest to 
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, 
successor in interest to 
Wachovia Bank, NA, is 
the Plaintiff and Allan 
Richards, Stephen G. 
Slade, Ovation on 
Cape San Blas Home-
owners’ Association, 
Inc., Any And All Un-
known Parties Claiming 
by, Through, Under, 
And Against The Herein 
named Individual De-
fendant(s) Who are not 
Known To Be Dead Or 
Alive, Whether Said Un-
known Parties May 
Claim An Interest in 
Spouses, Heirs, Devi-
sees, Grantees, Or 
Other Claimants are 
defendants, the Gulf 
County Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court will sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash in/on 
the front lobby, Gulf 
County Clerk of Court 
office, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr., Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, FL 32456, Gulf 
County, Florida at 
11:00 A.M. ET on the 
19th day of September, 
2013, the following de-
scribed property as set 
forth in said Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure.

LOT 18, OVATION ON 
CAPE SAN BLAS 
PHASE I, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF, RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 
56, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
A/K/A LOT 18 OVA-
TION S/D, PORT ST. 
JOE, FL 32456

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Dated in Gulf County, 
Florida this 20th day of 
August, 2013.

Rebecca Norris
Clerk of Circuit Court, 
Gulf County, Florida

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk

Albertelli Law
Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 23028
Tampa, FL 33623
(813) 221-4743
10-61412

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P. O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least seven 
(7) days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711.
August 29,
September 5, 2013

92316S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION
Case No.:
2010-CA-000450

Federal National Mort-
gage Association 
(“FNMA”)
Plaintiff,

vs.

Robert Ray Woodham 
a/k/a Robert R. 
Woodham and Melody 

Kay Woodham a/k/a 
Melody K. Woodham, 
Husband and Wife; 
Emerald Coast Federal 
Credit Union, f/k/a 
Saint Joe Papermakers 
Federal Credit Union; 
Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., as Nominee for 
CitiBank, N.A.; Mary 
Lou Lease, a/k/a Mary 
Lou Summerlot;
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order dated August 
27th, 2013 entered in 
Civil Case No. 
2010-CA- 000450 of the 
Circuit Court of the 
14th Judicial Circuit in 
and for Gulf County, 
Florida, wherein Fed-
eral National Mortgage 
Association (“FNMA”), 
Plaintiff and Robert Ray 
Woodham a/k/a Robert 
R. Woodham and Mel-
ody Kay Woodham 
a/k/a Melody K. 
Woodham, Husband 
and Wife are 
defendant(s), I, Clerk of 
Court, Rebecca L. Nor-
ris, will sell to the high-
est and best bidder for 
cash AT  THE FRONT 
DESK OF THE GULF 
COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, LOCATED AT 
1000 5TH STREET, 
PORT ST. JOE, FLOR-
IDA, AT 11:00 A.M. on 
September 26, 2013 
the following described 
property as set forth in 
said Final Judgment, 
to-wit:

LOT 2 OF ROCHELLE 
ESTATES, AN ADDI-
TION TO OAK GROVE 
SUBDIVISION BEING A 
PORTION OF SEC-
TION 13, TOWNSHIP 8 
SOUTH, RANGE 11 
WEST, GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, ACCORD-
ING TO THE OFFIICAL 
MAP ON FILE IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK OF THE CIR-
CUIT COURT, OF 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA, IN PLAT BOOK 3, 
PAGE 12.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 

OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P.O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 at 
(850) 747-5338, at least 
seven (7) days before 
your scheduled court 
appearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, call 711.

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk of Circuit Court
Gulf County, Florida

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk of Court

Submitted by:
ATTORNEY
FOR PLAINTIFF:
SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & 
GACHE’, LLP
2424 North Federal 
Highway, Suite 360
Boca Raton, FL 33431
(561) 998-6700
(561) 998-6707
10-191685 FC01 WCC
September 5, 12, 2013

92318S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA, 
IN AND FOR GULF 
COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.
12000142CAAXMX

M & T BANK,
Plaintiff,

vs.

MICHAEL T BARROW; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF MICHAEL T BAR-
ROW; JENNIFER S. 
BARROW; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF JENNI-
FER S. BARROW; THE 

VILLAGE AT PORT 
SAINT JOE 
HOMEOWNERS’ AS-
SOCIATION, INC.; UN-
KNOWN TENANT #1; 
UNKNOWN TENANT 
#2;
Defendant(s)

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that, pursuant to a Final 
Summary Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered in 
the above-styled 
cause, in the Circuit 
Court of Gulf County, 
Florida, I will sell the 
property situated in 
Gulf County, Florida, 
described as:

Lot 18, THE VILLAGE 
AT PORT ST. JOE, ac-
cording to the plat 
thereof, as recorded in 
Plat Book 4, Page 11, 
of the Public Records 
of Gulf County, Florida.
A/K/A
1005 Palm Blvd
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

at public sale, to the 
highest and best bid-
der, for cash, at south 
entrance of the court-
house, 1000 Cecil 
Consit Blvd, Port St. 
Joe, FL 32456 at 11:00 
a.m. ET, on September 
26, 2013.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens, must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Witness, my hand and 
seal of this court on the 
28th day of August, 
2013.

REBECCA NORRIS
CLERK OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk

THIS INSTRUMENT 
PREPARED BY:
Law Offices of Daniel 
C. Consuegra
9204 King Palm Drive
Tampa, FL 33619-1328
Attorneys for Plaintiff
File No 126069-ajp2

If you are a person with 

a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact Court 
Administration at P.O. 
Box 826, Marianna, 
Florida, 32447. Phone 
number 850-718-0026, 
Email: ADARequest@ 
j u d 1 4 . f l c o u r t s . o r g .
Hearing & Voice Im-
paired: 1-800-955-8771 
at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court 
appearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than 7 days; if you are 
hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
September 5, 12, 2013

92324S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FOUR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA
CASE NO. 23-2008-CA-
000209

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION
Plaintiff,

vs.

EDWARD V. DOUG-
LASS A/K/A EDWARD 
V. DOUGLAS; LINDA 
M. DOUGLASS A/K/A 
LINDA DOUGLAS; 

JANE DOE AS UN-
KNOWN TENANT IN 
POSSESSION; JOHN 
DOE, AS UNKNOWN 
TENANT IN POSSES-
SION; AND ALL UN-
KNOWN PARTIES 
CLAIMING BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER 
OR AGAINST THE 
ABOVE NAMED 
DEFENDANT(S), WHO 
(IS/ARE) NOT KNOWN 
TO BE DEAD OR 
ALIVE, WHETHER 
SAID UNKNOWN PAR-
TIES CLAIM AS HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANT-
EES, ASSIGNEES, 
LIENORS, CREDI-
TORS, TRUSTEES, 
SPOUSES, OR OTHER 
CLAIMANTS;
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that, pursuant to the 
Summary Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure 
entered on August 
27th, 2013, in this 
cause, in the Circuit 
Court of Gulf County, 
Florida, described as:

LOTS 8 AND 9, BLOCK 
86 OF ST. JOSEPH’S 
ADDITION TO THE 
CITY OF PORT ST. 
JOE, AS PER PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED 
IN THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

a/k/a 1303 GARRISON 
AVENUE, PORT SAINT 

Creamer’s Tree 
Service

Licensed & Insured. 
Free estimates.
(850) 832-9343

Need a
helping hand?

Advertise in
the Help
Wanted

Section in the
Classifieds!
747-5020
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Inbound-Outbound Sales/
Call Center Representative

Panama City, FL
Halifax Media Group of Northwest Florida is growing. 
Want to join us? We are currently hiring for a Call Center 
Representative to work in our Panama City office. We are 
seeking a fast paced individual who can communicate 
with customers via telephone and email. As a Call Center 
Representative, you will be responsible for maintaining and 
enhancing current customer accounts as well as contacting 
prospective clients to gain new business. Representatives are 

expected to maintain a working knowledge of all products, services, and promotions that 
Halifax Media Group offers. Experienced professionals are encouraged to apply. 

Job Requirements:
   •     2 years previous sales experience, preferably in a Call Center environment
   •     Ability and desire to sell
   •     Strong communication skills
   •     Proficiency with all Microsoft applications
   •     Detail oriented team player with a passion for helping customers

Halifax Media Group of Northwest Florida is a great place to work. 
All full-time employees are eligible for health & dental insurance,
Life/AD&D/Long-term disability insurance, 401K plan, and paid time off. 

In addition, we offer:
   •     Performance/ Incentive Based Pay Scale
   •     Friendly Team Environment 
   •     Supportive & Motivating Staff to help you succeed 
   •     Positive, Professional and Upbeat work environment 
   •     We Promote from within! 

Please submit resume & cover letter to:
lgrimes@pcnh.com 1

1
1
5
7
6
3

To Place Your
Classified ad

in

Call Our New Numbers Now!
Call:

850-747-5020

Toll Free:
800-345-8688

Fax:
850-747-5044

Email:
thestar@pcnh.com

thetimes@pcnh.com

the

APALACHICOLA
& CARRABELLE TIMES

CALL OUR NEW NUMBERS NOW

CALL OUR NEW NUMBERS NOW

JOE, FL 32456

at public sale, to the 
highest and best bid-
der, for cash, in the 
front lobby of the Gulf 
County Court, 1000 
Cecil Costin Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, FL 32456, on 
September 26th, 2013, 
at 11:00 AM, ET.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk of Court

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk

Douglas C. Zahm, P.A.
Designated Email Ad-
dress: efiling@dczahm. 
com
12425 28th Street 
North, Suite 200
St. Petersburg, FL 
33716
Phone: (727)536-4911
Attorney for the Plaintiff

IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABIL-
ITY ACT ANY PER-
SONS NEEDING SPE-
CIAL ACCOMMODA-
TIONS TO PARTICI-
PATE IN THIS FUNC-
TION SHOULD CON-
TACT THE CLERK OF 
THE COURT NO 
LATER THAN ONE DAY 
PRIOR TO THAT DAY 
AT (850)229-6113.
September 5, 12, 2013

95155S
PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF PORT ST. 
JOE, FLORIDA
NOTICE TO RECEVIED 
SEALED BIDS
*RFP 2013-01*
READVERTISEMENT -
ALL BIDDERS MUST 
SUBMIT NEW BIDS

The City of Port St. 
Joe will receive sealed 
bids from any qualified 
and properly licensed 
company or corpora-
tion interested in pro-
viding construction ser-
vices for the following 
project:

US-98 LANDSCAPING 
- North Port St. Joe 
Gateway

Project is located in the 
City of Port St. Joe, 
Florida, and consists of 
NEW LANDSCAPING 
AND IRRIGATION on 
US-98. Bids will be re-
ceived at City Hall, 305 
Cecil G. Costin, Sr., 
Blvd, Port St. Joe, 
Florida, 32456 until 3 
PM Eastern Time on 
Thursday, September 
12, 2013. Bids will be 
publicly opened and 
acknowledged at that 
time in the City Com-
mission Chambers. 
Bids shall be submitted 
in a sealed envelope, 
plainly marked with the 
bidder’s name, ad-
dress, date and time of 
opening, and project 
name/bid number as 
noted above. The com-

plete Bid Solicitation 
can be downloaded 
from the Port St. Joe 
R e d e v e l o p m e n t  
Agency website at 
www.PSJRA.com.
August 29,
September 5, 2013

92328S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 232013CA 
000010CAAXMX

CITIMORTGAGE, INC.
Plaintiff,

vs.

PATRICIA RAAP A/K/A 
PATRICIA LEE RAAP, 
et al
Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to a 
Summary Final Judg-
ment of foreclosure 
dated August 27, 2013 
and entered in Case 
No. 232013CA0000 
10CAAXMX of the Cir-
cuit Court of the FOUR-
TEENTH Judicial Cir-
cuit in and for GULF 
COUNTY, Florida, 
wherein CITIMORT-
GAGE, INC., is Plaintiff, 
and PATRICIA RAAP 
A/K/A PATRICIA LEE 
RAAP, et al are Defend-
ants, the clerk will sell 
to the highest and best 
bidder for cash, begin-
ning at 11:00 a.m. at 
GULF County Court-
house, Lobby Floor, 
1000 Cecil G. Costin, 
Sr. Blvd, Port St. Joe, 
FL 32456, in accord-
ance with Chapter 45, 
Florida Statutes, on the 
26th day of September, 
2013, the following de-
scribed property as set 
forth in said Summary 
Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT FIVE (5), BLOCK 
‘C’, Wetappo Creek Es-
tates, as per recorded 
Plat thereof on file in 
the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court, 
Gulf County, Florida.

ALSO AND INCLUDING

Lot Four (4), Block ‘C’, 
Wetappo Creek Es-
tates, as per recorded 
Plat thereof on file in 
the Office of the Clerk 
of Circuit Court, Gulf 
County, Florida.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
funds from the sale, if 
any, other than the 
property owner as of 
the date of the lis pend-
ens must file a claim 
within 60 days after the 
sale.

Dated at Port St Joe, 
GULF COUNTY, Flor-
ida, this 28th day of Au-
gust, 2013.

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk of said Circuit 
Court

By: B A Baxter
As Deputy Clerk
File No. 26294
September 5, 12, 2013

95215S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 12-162 CA

CADENCE BANK, N.A.
Plaintiff,

vs.

WILLIAM J RISH, JR., 
WESLEY J. JONES, 
HEATHER T. JONES, 
a/k/a HEATHER ILENE 
THOMPSON RISH 
a/k/a HEATHER 
JONES, BANKTRUST, 
an Alabama Banking 
Company, BAY MEDI-
CAL CENTER CEN-
TENNIAL BANK, PROS-
PERITY BANK and 
GULF COAST VACA-
TION RENTALS, INC.
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE is hereby 
given that pursuant to a 
Summary Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure 
dated the 22nd day of 
August, 2013, in Case 
Number 12-162- CA, of 
the Circuit Court of the 
Fourteenth Judicial Cir-
cuit, in and for Gulf 
County, Florida, where-
in CADENCE BANK 
N.A. is Plaintiff, and 
DYKES, and WILLIAM J 
RISH, JR., WESLEY J. 
JONES, HEATHER T. 
JONES, a/k/a 
HEATHER ILENE 
THOMPSON RISH 
a/k/a HEATHER 
JONES, BANKTRUST, 
an Alabama Banking 
Company, BAY MEDI-
CAL CENTER CEN-
TENNIAL BANK, PROS-
PERITY BANK and 
GULF COAST VACA-
TION RENTALS, INC., 
are the Defendants, I 
will sell to the highest 
and best bidder at the 
front lobby of the Gulf 
County Courthouse, 
Port St. Joe, Florida, at 
11:00 A.M., Eastern 
Time on the 26th day of 
September, 2013, the 
following described 
real property, as set 
forth in the Summary 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure, to-wit:

Parcel 1:
A parcel of land lying in 
Section 25, Township 8 
South, Range 11 West, 
Gulf County Florida, 
and being more partic-
ularly described as fol-
lows:

Commence at an iron 
pipe marking the point 
of the South boundary 
line of Lot 114 of the 
unrecorded “Plat of 
Golden,” prepared by 
C. P. Gaulding with the 
Easterly right-of-way 
line of County Road 
No. 30; thence along 
said Easterly right-of-
way line, N 15°40’21”W, 
145.38 feet to the Point 
of Beginning; thence 
continue along said 
right-of-way line N 
15°40’21”W, 505.99 feet 
to a point on the West 
boundary line of said 
Lot 114; thence along 
said West boundary 
line, N00°00’43” E, 9.59 
feet to the Northwest 
corner of said Lot 114; 
thence along the North 
boundary line of said 
Lot 114, N 89°57’35”E, 
192.69 feet; thence 
leaving said North 
boundary line, S 
08°08’34” E, 151.07 
feet; thence S01°52’51” 
W, 135.92 feet; thence 
South 14°12’21”W. 
104.52 feet; thence S 
01°50’11” W, 101.21 
feet; thence S89°57’35” 
W, 43.76 feet to the 
Point of Beginning.

AT THE TIME OF THE 
SALE, THE SUCCESS-
FUL HIGH BIDDER OR 
BIDDERS, AS THE 
CASE MAY BE, SHALL 
POST WITH THE 
CLERK A DEPOSIT 
EQUAL TO 5 PERCENT 
OF THE FINAL BID. 
THE DEPOSIT SHALL 
BE APPLIED TO THE 
SALE PRICE AT THE 
TIME OF PAYMENT. 
THE SUM REMAINING 
DUE AND OWING AF-
TER APPLICATION OF 
THE DEPOSIT SHALL 
BE PAID TO THE 
CLERK IN CERTIFIED 
FUNDS NO LATER 
THAN TEN (10) DAYS 
FROM THE DATE OF 
SALE.

THE SUCCESSFUL 
BIDDER, OR BIDDERS, 
AT THE SALE WILL BE 
REQUIRED TO PLACE 
THE REQUISITE 
STATE DOCUMEN-
TARY STAMPS ON 
THE CERTIFICATE OF 
TITLE.

If you are a person 
claiming a right to 
funds remaining after 
the sale, you must file a 
claim with the Clerk no 
later than 60 days after 
the sale. If you fail to 
file a claim, you will not 
be entitled to any re-
maining funds.  After 60 
days, only the owner of 
record, as of the date 
of the lis pendens, may 
claim the surplus.

DATED this 26th day of 
August, 2013

REBECCA L NORRIS
Clerk of the Court
Gulf County, Florida

By: B. A. Baxter
As Deputy Clerk
September 5, 12, 2013

95205S
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Port St. Joe Rede-
velopment Agency is 
seeking qualified land-
scape firms to bid on 
the landscape mainte-
nance of a limited por-
tion of the Historic 
Downtown area. Com-
plete bid packages are 
available on request 
from Gail Alsobrook, 
Port St. Joe Redevel-
opment Agency, 406 
Marina Drive, Port St. 
Joe, FL 32456 or at 
www.PSJRA.com. Bids 
must be received by 
noon on Monday, Sep-
tember 16, 2013.
September 5, 2013

95234S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT, FOURTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF 
THE STATE OF FLOR-
IDA, IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY.
CASE NO. 13- 47 PR
IN PROBATE

IN RE: The Estate of
JOSEPH PHILIP
ADAMS,
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

TO ALL PERSONS 
HAVING CLAIMS OR 

95215S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT, FOURTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF 
THE STATE OF FLOR-
IDA, IN AND FOR 
GULF COUNTY.
CASE NO. 13-46 PR
IN PROBATE

IN RE: The Estate of
SONJA ANN LEVINS,
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

TO ALL PERSONS 
HAVING CLAIMS OR 
DEMANDS AGAINST 
THE ABOVE ESTATE:

The administration of 
the estate of SONJA 
ANN LEVINS, de-
ceased, File Number 
13-46 PR is pending in 
the Circuit Court for 
Gulf County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the 
address of which is 
Gulf County Court-
house, Probate Divi-
sion, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Boulevard, 
Port St. Joe, FL 32456. 
The name and address 
of the personal repre-
sentative and the per-
sonal representative’s 
attorney are set forth 
below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT:

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is served within 
three months after the 
date of the first publica-
tion of this notice must 
file their claims with this 
Court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF THREE 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and per-
sons having claims or 
demands against the 
estate of the decedent 
must file their claims 
with this Court WITHIN 
THREE MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NO-
TICE.

ALL CLAIMS AND DE-
MANDS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

The date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice is September 5, 
2013.

/s/ Linda Freeman
LINDA FREEMAN
2410 Oak Grove Ave.
Port St. Joe, FL 32456
Personal
Representative
Estate of
Sonja Ann Levins

/s/ Thomas S. Gibson
THOMAS S. GIBSON
RISH, GIBSON & 
SCHOLZ, P.A.
116 Sailor’s Cove Drive
P. O. Box 39
Port St. Joe, FL 32457
(850) 229-8211
ATTORNEY FOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
FL BAR NO. 0350583
September 5, 12, 2013

95231S
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 
SEALED BIDS
BID#1213-18

The Gulf County Tour-
ist Development Coun-
cil (GCTDC) will receive 
bids from any person, 
company or corpora-
tion interested in pro-
viding the following:

Printing of the 2014 Of-
ficial Gulf County Visi-
tor Guide

Proposals due Friday, 
September 20, 2013 
no later than 4:30 PM 
ET Proposals will be 
opened Monday, Sep-
tember 23, 2013 at 
10:00 AM ET

Proposals must be de-
livered to the Gulf 
County Clerk of Court’s 
Office at 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd, Room 
148, Port St. Joe, FL 
32456.

Please indicate on the 
envelope YOUR COM-
PANY NAME, that this 
is a SEALED BID and 
include the BID NUM-
BER.

Complete bid specifica-
tions may be obtained 
from the Gulf County 
Tourist Development 
Council, 150 Captain 
Fred’s Place, Port St. 
Joe, FL 32456, 850-
229-7800, or from the 
Gulf County website at 
www.gulfcounty-fl.gov.

Tynalin Smiley
Chairman

Rebecca L. Norris
Clerk
September 5, 12, 2013
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4514220RENTALS

108 S. E. AVE. A 
CARRABELLE, FLORIDA 32322

Contact Randi Dempsey
(850) 697-5300 

www.seacrestre.com
www.fi rstfi tness.com/carrabelle

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AND RENTALS

SEACREST REAL ESTATE, INC.  IS NOW

1 BR / 2 BA FURNISHED CONDO WITH POOL ON 
TIMBER ISLAND, UTILITIES INCLUDED............... $1200
2 BR / 1 BA FURNISHED APARTMENT
IN LANARK...................................................... $500
3 BR / 2 BR HOME IN 
CARRABELLE................................................... $700
OFFICE BUILDING  FOR RENT 1500 SQ FT/ 2 LOTS 
                                                       ................................. $650(HIGHWAY 98 FRONTAGE)

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY ON HWY 98, 
UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES- CALL CHARLOTTE 
FOR DETAILS (850) 370-6223

4514221

OFFICE/WAREHOUSE 
SPACE FOR LEASE 

@ 151-A Commerce Park 
12x12 office/bath/ with 800 

sq. ft. warehouse space...
make this your new business 
location...$575.00 per month/

1 year lease call Gina @ 
229-8014 today...
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Weems Memorial
Is now hiring for the following positions:

CFO (required hospital experience)
FL Licensed Lab Scientist (Med Tech)

FL Licensed Paramedic
Admissions/Registration/Clerical

Environmental Services

Applications are available at:
www.weemsmemorial.com

& may be submitted to 
Ginny Griner, WMH HR Director, 

ggriner@
weemsmemorial.com

By mail to: 
PO Box 580, Apalachicola, FL 32320, 

or FAXED to (850)-653-1879

4514158

Front Desk

The Port Inn is now 

accepting applications 

for a Front Desk Sales 

Agent.  Weekends and 

holidays are required.  

The ideal candidate 

will have previous 

computer and guest 

service skills, but we 

are willing to train the 

right person.  Health 

Insurance is available 

after 90 days to all 

full time employees.  

If you are great with 

guests, an excellent 

problem solver and 

have a desire to be 

the best, we want you.  

Come join our family! 

 E.O.E.  D.F.W.P.

Apply in person at:

Port Inn

501 Monument Ave

Port St. Joe, FL 32456

4514155

Housekeeper

The MainStay Suites 

is now accepting 

applications for a 

part-time house-

keeper.  Candidates 

must be able to 

work weekends and 

holidays, depend-

ability is a must!  If 

you have an eye for 

detail and a passion 

for service, we want 

you!  Please apply in 

person at the 

address below.  

Make beds, make 

friends, make 

money.  Inquire 

about benefits pack-

age. E.O.E, D.F.W.P.

MainStay Suites

3951 E. Hwy 98

Port St. Joe Fl, 32456

4514154

Bartender/ 

Therapist 

Needed
The Port Inn/Thirsty 

Goat is now accepting 

applications for a part 

time bartender.  The 

ideal candidate will 

have a thorough

 knowledge of liquors, 

beers, wines, and 

mixology techniques, 

but we are willing to 

train the right person.  

If you have an eye for 

detail, the highest de-

sire to deliver superior 

service, and can play 

well with others, we 

would love to hear from 

you!  Apply in person 

at the address below.  

E.O.E. DFWP

Port Inn

501 Monument Ave.

Port St. Joe, FL 32456

Is seeking 

Teachers for our

0-5 year old classrooms
at our two Gulf County Centers 

DFWP/M-F/6-6/EOE         C14GU0134      C14GU0624

Pickup Applications at the Centers

Or send resumes to 

smcgill@fl oridachildren.org

(850) 639-5080 ext 10

fax (850) 639-6167

North Florida Child Development, Inc.

South Gulf Co. Early Learning Center

176 Field of Dreams Avenue

Port St. Joe 229-6415

North Gulf County Early Child Dev Center

131 East River Road

Wewahitchka 639-6520
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EASTERN
SHIPBUILDING
GROUP

MORE THAN A JOB… A FUTURE!
LONG TERM WORK

an aggressive leader in the Marine Industry, located in Panama City, FL
has the following opportunities for skilled craftsmen:

ShipfitterS  •  pipefitterS  •  pipe WeLDerS 
X-ray WeLDerS 

  OutSiDe MachiniStS 
inDuStriaL Marine eLectricianS

Competitive wages DOE, and a comprehensive benefits package including:
Company paid health, dental, and life insurance, 401(k), attendance

& safety bonuses. Normal work week to include overtime.

Qualified craftsmen should apply in person: Mon-Fri, 8am-12pm - 1pm- 4:30 pm
HUMAN RESOURCES (2 Locations):

13300 Allanton Rd., Panama City, FL 32404 and
134 S. East Ave., Panama City, FL 32401

(850) 522-7400, ext. 2285, 2322, or 2302 Fax: (850) 874-0208
EOE/Drug Free Workplace

DEMANDS AGAINST 
THE ABOVE ESTATE:

The administration of 
the estate of JOSEPH 
PHILIP ADAMS, de-
ceased, File Number 
13-47 PR is pending in 
the Circuit Court for 
Gulf County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the 
address of which is 
Gulf County Court-
house, Probate Divi-
sion, 1000 Cecil G. 
Costin, Sr. Blvd., Port 
St. Joe, Florida, 32456. 

The name and ad-
dress of the personal 
representative and that 
personal represen-
tative’s attorney are set 
forth below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT:

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is served within 
three months after the 
date of the first publica-
tion of this notice must 
file their claims with this 
Court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF THREE 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and per-
sons having claims or 
demands against the 
estate of the decedent 
must file their claims 
with this Court WITHIN 
THREE MONTHS AF-
TER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NO-
TICE.

ALL CLAIMS AND DE-
MANDS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

The date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice is September 5, 
2013.

s/Eileen Guillory
EILEEN GUILLORY
6814 Georgia Avenue
Port St. Joe, FL 32456
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
ESTATE OF JOSEPH 
PHILIP ADAMS

s/s. Russell Scholz
S. RUSSELL SCHOLZ
FL BAR NO. 0224839
RISH, GIBSON & 
SCHOLZ, P.A.
116 Sailors Cove Drive
P. O. Box 39
Port St. Joe, FL 32457
(850) 229-8211
ATTORNEY FOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
September 5, 12, 2013

95241S
PUBLIC NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
BID:

The Gulf County 
School Board will be 
accepting bids for one 
(1) 2013 Honda Odys-
sey.

A bid package may be 
picked up at Gulf 
County School Board, 
Maintenance/Transportation
Department, 150 

Middle School Road, 
Port St. Joe, Florida 
32456 or faxed by call 
850-229-8369 or 850-
227-1204.
September 5, 12, 2013

95244S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION
CASE NO.:
23-2012-CA-000118
DIVISION:

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
NA,
Plaintiff,

vs.

STEPHEN HELMS 
A/K/A STEPHEN BEN-
NETT HELMS , et al,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
RESCHEDULED
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order Rescheduling 
Foreclosure Sale dated 
August 27th, 2013 and 
entered in Case NO. 
23-2012-CA-000118 of 
the Circuit Court of the 
FOURTEENTH Judicial 
Circuit in and for GULF 
County, Florida where-
in WELLS FARGO 
BANK, NA, is the Plain-
tiff and STEPHEN 
HELMS A/K/A STE-
PHEN BENNETT 
HELMS; THE UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF 
STEPHEN HELMS 
A/K/A STEPHEN BEN-
NETT HELMS; BRANDI 
N. JONES A/K/A 
BRANDI HELMS; ANY 
AND ALL UNKNOWN 
PARTIES CLAIMING 
BY, THROUGH, UN-
DER, AND AGAINST 
THE HEREIN NAMED 
INDIVIDUAL DEFEND-
ANT(S) WHO ARE NOT 
KNOWN TO BE DEAD 
OR ALIVE, WHETHER 
SAID UNKNOWN PAR-
TIES MAY CLAIM AN 
INTEREST AS 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DE-
VISEES, GRANTEES, 
OR OTHER CLAIM-
ANTS; are the De-
fendants, The Clerk of 
the Court will sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash at 
LOBBY OF THE GULF 
COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE at 11:00AM, on 
the 26th day of Sep-
tember, 2013, the fol-
lowing described prop-
erty as set forth in said 
Final Judgment:

LOT 2, BLOCK B: A 
PARCEL OF LAND LY-
ING AND BEING IN 
THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 36, 
TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH, 
RANGE 10 WEST, 
GULF COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA, AND BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:

COMMENCE AT THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF SAID SEC-
TION 36, THENCE GO 
SOUTH 00 DEGREES 
20 MINUTES 39 SEC-
ONDS WEST FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 20.22 
FEET TO THE NORTH-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY 

BOUNDARY LINE OF 
BRIAN SETTERICH 
ROAD (HAVING A 70 
FOOT WIDE RIGHT OF 
WAY); THENCE GO 
SOUTH 88 DEGREES 
46 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS WEST ALONG 
SAID NORTHERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY 
BOUNDARY LINE OF A 
DISTANCE OF 446.35 
FEET FOR THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING. FROM 
SAID POINT OF BE-
GINNING CONTINUE 
SOUTH 88 DEGREES 
46 MINUTES 04 SEC-
ONDS WEST ALONG 
SAID NORTHERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY 
BOUNDARY LINE FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 
177.00 FEET; THENCE 
DEPARTING SAID 
NORTHERLY RIGHT 
OF WAY BOUNDARY 
LINE, GO NORTH 01 
DEGREE 21 MINUTES 
11 SECONDS WEST 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 
246.10 FEET: THENCE 
GO NORTH 88 DE-
GREES 46 MINUTES 
04 SECONDS EAST 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 
177.00 FEET: THENCE 
GO SOUTH 01 
DEGREES 21 MIN-
UTES 11 SECONDS 
EAST FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 246.10 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING.
A/K/A LOT 2, BLOCK B, 
CRESTWOOD ACRES, 
UNRECORDED

A/K/A 221 BRYAN 
S E T T E R I C H ,
WEWAHITCHKA, FL 
32465-3103

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within sixty 
(60) days after the sale.
WITNESS MY HAND 
and the seal of this 
Court on Augsut 28th, 
2013.

BILL KINSAUL
Clerk the Circuit Court

By: BA Baxter
Deputy Clerk

**See Americans with 
Disabilities Act
If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P. O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 
747-5338 at least seven 
(7) days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days.  If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711.

ADA Coordinator
P.O. Box 1089
Panama City, FL 32402
Phone: 850-747-5338 
Fax: (850) 747-5717
Hearing Impaired:
Dial 711
Email: ADARequest@ 
jud14.flcourts.org
F12002310
September 5, 12, 2013

Port St. Joe 2104 Mon-
ument Ave.

Multi-Family
Yard 
Sale -Too
Good to 
Miss!

Sat. Sept. 7th
8:00 am - 1:00 pm

Generator, pull behind 
lawn sprayer, several 
hand made quilts, very 
nice ladies clothing -
size 8 - 10, household 
items, furniture
Text FL64069 - 56654

St. Joe Beach: 253 
Willow St., Sat., Sept. 
7th, 9am-Until

Yard Sale
Power tools, small 
appliances, household 
items, children & adult 
clothing, holiday items, 
etc.
Text FL64276 to 56654

Hospitality

RESORT
VACATION

PROPERTIES
Is accepting applica-
tion for:

Office Assistant
Full-time, must have 
prior office experi-
ence, attentive to 
detail and follow-up, 
be able to quickly 
learn computer soft-
ware & have excel-
lent customer serv-
ice skills. Working 
weekends is re-
quired. Great bene-
fits.

Inspectors
Reliable, hardwork-
ing with good cus-
tomer service & 
teamwork skills. 
Must have reliable 
transportation & 
work weekends.

For more informa-
tion, call Sandra at 
850-927-7601. Qual-
ified applicants may 
apply 9-5 weekdays 
at 123 W Gulf Beach 
Dr, St. George Is-
land.
Web ID#: 34263478

Other

The City of Port St Joe 
is accepting Applica-
tions for the following 
position:

Two(2) Volunteer
Firefighters and

First Responders
Preferred

Please submit an app-
lication and cover letter 
along with 5 references 
to The City of Port St. 
Joe, Attn: Charlotte 
Pierce, POB 278, Port 
St. Joe, FL 32457. Ap-
plications can be found 
on our website at: 
cityofportstjoe.com If 
you have any questions 
please contact Char-
lotte Pierce at 850-
229-8261. The posi-
tions will close on Sep-
tember 20, 2013. The 
City of Port St. Joe is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and a Drug 
Free Workplace.

Web ID#: 34208239

1bd/1ba fully furnished 
& equipped, utilities 

incld’d, in town in PSJ, 
$1000 mo.

Active military 10%
discount 850-867-3611
Text FL64207 to 56654

For Rent
Duplex

2 Bedroom, 1 1/2 Bath, 
Large Kitchen & Family 
Room, Swimming Pool, 
Game Room, T.V., 
Laundry Room. Fully 
Furnished, includes 
Elec Power & Water, 
garbage pickup. $1,100 
month. + $300 dep. Lo-
cation: C30 1 mi East 
pass Raw Bar on left. 
770-639-6203 or 
850-227-3361.

In Wewa
cottage/efficency unit 
in small park. $400/mo 
plus $400 dep.
850 639-5721
Text FL63474 to 56654

Wewahitchka
2br/2ba 156 Patrick 

St. Single Family, 
1,112 sq ft. Fixer 

upper.
Lease or Sale, $100 
Down $240 month 

(877) 500-9517

In Wewa older 2 BR 1 
BA, needs work. $2000.
Call 850-639-5721
Text 63477 to 56654

96211S
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CASE NO.:
2009-CA-000520

REGIONS BANK
D/B/A REGIONS 
MORTGAGE,
Plaintiff,

vs.

CHARLES SCOTT 
SEYMOUR, et al.,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to 
the Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered on 
December 13, 2012, in 
Case No. 2009-CA-
000520 of the Circuit 
Court of the Fourteenth 
Judicial Circuit for Gulf 
County, Florida, in 
which Regions Bank 
d/b/a Regions Mort-
gage, Plaintiff, and 
Charles Scott Sey-
mour, et al., are De-
fendants, I will sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash, in the 
courthouse lobby, 1000 
Cecil G. Costin, Sr. 
Blvd., Port St. Joe, FL 
32456, at 11:00 a.m. ET 
or as soon thereafter as 
the sale may proceed, 
on the 26th day of Sep-
tember, 2013, the fol-
lowing described real 
property as set forth in 
said Final Judgment, 
to-wit:

LOT 7, BLOCK 49, ST. 
JOSEPH’S ADDITION 
TO THE CITY OF PORT 
ST. JOE, UNIT NUM-
BER THREE, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF, RE-
CORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 1, PAGE 32, OF 
THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Any person or entity 
claiming an interest in 
the surplus, if any, re-
sulting from the foreclo-
sure sale, other than 
the property owner as 
of the date of the Lis 
Pendens, must file a 
claim on the same with 
the Clerk of Court 
within 60 days after the 
foreclosure sale.

If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA 
Coordinator by mail at 
P. O. Box 1089, Pan-
ama City, FL 32402 or 
by phone at (850) 747-
5338 at least seven (7) 
days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than seven (7) days. If 
you are hearing im-
paired, please call 711.

Dated this 26th day of 
August, 2013.

REBECCA L. NORRIS
Clerk of Circuit Court

By: BA Baxter
As Deputy Clerk
September 5, 12, 2013

Spot Advertising
works!
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