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News Bulletin staff

CRESTVIEW — 
An article in the 
Wednesday, June 6, 
edition of the Crest-
view News Bulletin 
contained a mis-
spelling. In the story 
“Local photographer 
takes on ‘ugly shoot’ 
challenge,” model 
Terisa Collazo’s 
name was incor-
rectly spelled.

Correction

By Tom McLaughlin
315-4435 | @TomMnwfdn
tmclaughlin@nwfdailynews.com

CRESTVIEW — Okaloosa 
C o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
decided Tuesday to step back 
and take a “big picture look” 
at a proposal to build some 
900 homes on a 689-acre 
parcel between Crestview 
and Laurel Hill.

Commissioner Nathan 
Boyles suggested tabling 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a n 

amendment to change the 
property’s zoning to allow 
Henry Homes to begin plan-
ning a subdivision expected 
to take 55 years to complete.

H i s  m o t i o n  t o  d o  s o 
was passed by a 4-1 vote. 

C o m m i s s i o n  C h a i r m a n 
Graham Fountain, in whose 
district the subdivision 
would be built, opposed the 
measure. The amendment 
will be reconsidered again in 
July.

As with most development 
in North Okaloosa, traffic 
considerations were what 
drove the decision to delay a 
vote to rezone the land from 
rural/agricultural to rural 
residential. 

The Henry Homes project 
would be built south of two-
lane Bill Lundy Road, which 
feeds onto a two-lane por-
tion of already over-taxed 
State Road 85.

Boyles said he’d like to see 
long-range transportation 

plans considered alongside 
comprehensive development 
plans before giving Henry 
Homes the go-ahead to 
build.

He noted that the Florida 
Department of Transpor-
tation, in its own review of 
the proposed development, 
had notified the county it 
had serious questions about 
adding to the existing travel 
load.

Traffi  c worries slow rezoning eff ort

By News Bulletin contributor

CRESTVIEW — A day of 
family entertainment will 
help fund medical care for a 
Crestview girl recently diag-
nosed with a malignant brain 
tumor.

The Maleia Spears Family 
Fun Day benefit is 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. June 9 at the Old Spanish 
Trail amphitheater on Still-
well Boulevard.

T h e  e v e n t  i n c l u d e s  a 

performance by Juke Joint 
Willie, a cornhole tourna-
ment with cash prizes, food 
and retail item sales and an 
auction.

All of the auction proceeds 
and a minimum of 50 percent 
of purchases from event ven-
dors go to the Maleia Spears 
Special Needs Trust.

Maleia, 10, daughter of 
Malcolm and Kristy Spears 
of Crestview, has had two 

surgeries to remove as much 
of the tumor as possible. She 
is now in the middle of radi-
ation treatments that will 
continue through mid-July 
and hopefully eradicate the 
remaining tumor.

This process has been a huge 
financial burden for the family, 
but they are committed to get 
her the best care possible. 

Fundraiser to support Crestview 
child with brain tumor

A family fun day fundraiser 
will benefi t Crestview 
resident Maleia Spears, who 
has a malignant brain tumor. 
[SPECIAL TO THE NEWS BULLETIN]

By Wendy Victora 
315-4478 | @WendyVnwfdn 
wvictora@nwfdailynews.com

PAXTON — For 364 days each year, 
Shannon Buharp avoids the quiet 
stretch of two-lane road where her 
husband, Eric Buharp, died 10 years 
ago.

It’s just 5 miles from the house he 
built, the house where they first raised 
their sons together and where she later 
raised them alone.

But on July 11 each year, she forces 
herself to go to the last place she saw 
him alive and leave flowers at the base 
of the sign that marks the spot of the 
accident.

The couple were on their way back 
from a pirate ship cruise in Panama City 
with their two young sons and her best 
friend’s daughter when they came up 
on a curve and saw a semi truck tilting 
dangerously. As they watched, it tipped 
onto its side and slid toward them.

“I vividly remember telling Eric 
what we were going to have for 
supper,” Shannon says of the moment 
just before the crash. 

DA N C I N G  W I T H  E R I C

Paxton woman celebrates life of 
husband, 10 years aft er death 

On 10th anniversary of 
husband’s death, Paxton 
woman recalls love, loss 
and hope for the future

A memorial near DeFuniak Springs marks the place where Eric Buharp and his family crashed in 2008. [NICK TOMECEK/DAILY NEWS]

See TRAFFIC,  A7

As with most development in North Okaloosa, traffi  c 
considerations were what drove the decision to delay a 
vote to rezone the land from rural/agricultural to rural 
residential. The Henry Homes project would be built south 
of two-lane Bill Lundy Road, which feeds onto a two-lane 
portion of already over-taxed State Road 85.

See SUPPORT,  A7

See CELEBRATE,  A7
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OBITUARIES

William A. (Bill) 
Boucher passed 
away on Monday, 
June 4th, 2018. 

He was born July 
31, 1932 in Kan-
sas City, MO.

After graduating 
from high school in 
St. Joseph, MO, he 
entered the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West 
Point, NY and gradu-
ated in 1954 as a 2nd 
Lt. in the Air Force. 
He served 23 years in 
the Air Force as a pilot 
and in various Engi-
neering capacities.

 Following a tour as 
an F-4 pilot with the 
12th Tactical Fighter 
Wing in Vietnam 
where he said his 
greatest accomplish-
ment was returning 
safely from 152 combat 
missions, Bill returned 
to Los Angeles, CA as 
the Chief of Engineer-
ing on a space recon-
naissance satellite. 

He retired from 
the Air Force in 1977, 
having achieved the 
rank of Colonel.

Bill always gave 
his mother credit for 
shaping his young life. 
One of his memorable 
experiences was being 
expelled from the 
Cub Scouts for dis-
ciplinary reasons by 
his own mother who 
was the den mother. 

This served as a 
wake-up call which he 
filed away for refer-
ence in later life.

 He also grew up 
learning that there was 
no greater call than 
serving your country 
in the armed forces. 

He was proud of his 

military service and 
followed in the foot-
steps of his father, 
who served in Europe 
in WW1, and his two 
older brothers, one in 
the Air Force and the 
other in the Army.

He was preceded in 
death by his daughter, 
Rene, formerly of Palm 
Bay, FL and his older 
brother, Robert, who 
died in an Air Force 
aircraft accident. 

He is survived by his 
wife of 44 years, Shir-
ley Anne; son, Brad 
of Los Angeles, CA; 
brother, John, of Silver 
Spring, MD; sister, 
Sally, of Kansas City, 
MO; and ten nieces.

A memorial service 
will be held on Friday, 
June 8 at 11:30 AM 
at McLaughlin Twin 
Cities Funeral Home, 
1405 John Sims Park-
way East, Niceville, Fl. 
The family will receive 
visitors 1 hour prior. 

A reception will 
follow at One Water 
Place, building 2, 
Destin. In lieu of 
flowers, the family 
requests donations 
be made to Disabled 
American Veterans.

Expressions of sym-
pathy may be viewed 
or submitted online 
at www.mclaugh-
lintwincities.com

W I L L I A M  A .  ( B I L L )  B O U C H E R
1 9 3 2  -  2 0 1 8

Florence Ann Caley 
(Flossie Sexton), aged 85, 
lost her brave battle with 
Alzheimer’s, Saturday, 
June 2, 2018. Flossie was 
a long time Alabama res-
ident and originally from 
Southold (Long Island), 
New York. Flossie was 
preceded in death by her 
parents, William and 
Lucille Caley, her broth-
ers William “Billy” and 

James “Jimmy” Caley 
and her son, Johnny 
P. Sexton. She will be 
greatly missed by her 
children, Paula S. Schro-
eder (Roger), William 
“Billy” Sexton, Sonya S. 
Emanuel, and Callie L. 
Harper. She was blessed 
with nine grandchil-
dren and several great- 
grandchildren. Flossie 
was the Co-Founder 

of the original Sexton’s 
Seafood in Destin Florida 
and in Birmingham 
Alabama. The family 
suggests donations in 
lieu of flowers to Destin 
Harvest, 625 Harbor 
Blvd., Unit 9, Destin, FL 
32541. A celebration of 
life will be held at Har-
bor Docks, Sunday, June 
10, 2018 downstairs at 1 
o’clock in the afternoon.

F L O R E N C E  A N N  C A L E Y   ( F L O S S I E  S E X T O N )

Retired Air Force Mas-
ter Sargent William Grant 
Dorsey passed away at 
home on May 23, 2018.

Born October 31, 1939 
in Washington D.C. 
to parents Bryan and 
Ida Dorsey, he gradu-
ated Coral Gables High 
School and went straight 
into the service.

After spending his 
entire 20 year career at 
Eglin Air Force Base, he 
spent the rest of his work-
ing years in the Aerospace 
Industry in Southern 
California; before finally 
retiring first to Pine 
Mountain, Ga., and then 
back to Shalimar, Fl.

Bill or “GPA” as he was 
known to most, whether 
“kin” or not had many 
interests which included: 
woodworking, col-
lecting guns and coins, 
fishing, building jigsaw 
puzzles, gardening, 
bowling, poker, bingo 
and rarely did he pass a 
casino without stopping 
in to “visit” his money.

Bill was funny, kind, 
generous to a fault and 
made an impression on 
every person he ever met. 
He loved to play pranks 
on his friends and since 
he was born on Hallow-
een, it was his favorite 
holiday and he believed 
he was born a Warlock.

He was an active 
member of the Elks 
Lodge, beginning in 
Lagrange, GA #1084 
(where he had been 
elected Exalted Ruler 
2009-2011) and later 
transferring to #1795 
on Okaloosa Island.

Many people were 
waiting with open arms 
for him on the other side, 
including his wife Elaine, 

both of his parents, his 
brother Bruce, his sister 
June, his niece Christeen 
and his grandson Brian.

There were also 
many 4 legged friends 
eagerly awaiting his 
arrival including Luke, 
Bugsy and Duncan.

Still yet, are the many 
broken hearted left here 
to mourn his passing: 
His daughter Kimi, his 
sons Billy and Robert, 
his son and daughter-
in-law Jeff and April, his 
beloved granddaughter 
Jillian, his oldest grand-
son Joseph, and many 
other grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 
There are also 2 more 
4 legged friends left 
behind that will miss him 
dearly, Bob and Mick.

Above is just a short 
story of a life well lived, 
but cut way too short.

A memorial service 
will be held on Saturday, 
June 9, 2018 at 6 p.m. 
at The Elks Lodge on 
Okaloosa Island #1795, 
and will include an honor 
guard salute at sunset.

In lieu of flowers, his 
family asks for dona-
tions to be made to the 
Elks Lodge # 1795 at 
1335 Miracle Strip Pkwy. 
SE, Fort Walton Beach, 
FL 32548 or to PAWS 
at 752 Lovejoy Rd NW, 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 
32548 in his name.

W I L L I A M  G R A N T  D O R S E Y
1 9 3 9  -  2 0 1 8

Jennie Lyn Hiquiana, 
age 29, of Mary Esther, 
passed away on Sun-
day, June 3, 2018 at West 
Florida Hospital. Jennie 
Lyn was born on January 
2, 1989 in Angeles City, 
Philippines to parents, 
William and Julieta Hiqui-
ana. Jennie Lyn was a 
very caring, ambitious, 
head strong woman. She 
also had a passion for 
hair, nails and makeup. 
Jennie Lyn loved the 
Florida Gators and Mar-
vel Comics, especially 
Iron Man. She enjoyed 
the movies and being 
around her many friends.

Jennie Lyn is prede-
ceased by her father, 
William Hiquiana Jr. She 
is survived by her mother, 
Julieta Hiquiana of Mary 
Esther; brother, Mark 

Hiquiana of Manhat-
tan, New York.; numer-
ous aunts and uncles, 
and close friends.

A funeral service will 
be conducted on Satur-
day, June 9, 2018 at 10:00 
a.m. at St. Mary Catholic 
Church in Ft. Walton 
Beach, FL. Burial will 
follow at Beal Memorial 
Cemetery. Expressions of 
love and sympathy may 
be placed and viewed 
online at www.emerald-
coastfuneralhome.com

J E N N I E  LY N  H I Q U I A N A
1 9 8 9  -  2 0 1 8

Jocelyn Barker McMa-
han, the granddaughter 
of Okaloosa County 
founder, William H. 
Mapoles, passed away 
peacefully May 5th, 2018, 
in Pensacola, Florida, 
surrounded by her fam-
ily. Jocelyn was born on 
the 4th of July, 1943, 
in Crestview, Florida. 
She graduated from the 
Kaiserslautern American 
High School in Kaiser-
slautern, Germany in 1961. 
Jocelyn devoted her early 
life to her children and their 
education. Her later life 
was devoted to her two bob 
tailed cats. She was pre-
ceded in death by her sister 
Nancy and her parents 
Ernestine Mapoles Barker 
and William H. Barker, 
Sr. of Crestview, Florida. 
Survivors include her three 
children; Gregory McMa-
han (Annette), Patrick 
McMahan (Maureen) and 
Alicia McMahan (Beth), 
two brothers; William H. 
Barker, Jr. (Donna) and 

David Barker (Kathy), and 
six grandchildren; Cait-
lyn, Jordann, Brendan, 
Larissa, Riley and Perry.

The family will gather 
to celebrate her life on 
June 9th, 2018 at Brack-
ney Funeral Home, 480 
E. James Lee Boulevard, 
Crestview, Florida 
32539. Visitation will 
be from 1-2 p.m. with a 
service of remembrance 
from 2-3 p.m. Burial will 
be at Live Oak Cemetery 
in Crestview immedi-
ately following. In lieu 
of flowers, the family 
requests that contribu-
tions be made to PAWS.

The family would like 
to express their gratitude 
to the nurses and physi-
cians of both the West 
Florida Hospital ICU and 
the Covenant Care Hos-
pice for their compassion-
ate quality care of Jocelyn 
during her final illness.

You may leave your con-
dolences at www.brack-
neyfuneralservice.com

J O C E LY N  B A R K E R  M C M A H A N
1 9 4 3 -  2 0 1 8

Our sweet Nana, Fran-
ces Gwendolyn (Gwen) 
Rogers, age 86, passed 
away in her sleep on June 
2, 2018, at the Hospice of 
West Alabama in Tusca-
loosa. Born October 14, 
1931, Gwen was the only 
child of Hobson and Pearlie 
Mae Miller of Pensacola. 
She is preceded in death 
by her beloved husband 
Jack with whom she raised 
3 sons in Fort Walton 
Beach, John (Debbie), 
Matt (Sheila), and Doug 
(Johnie). Gwen also leaves 
behind 7 grandsons who 
adored her, Adam, Dal-
las, Mikey, Kyle, Michael, 
Shane and Andy as well as 
9 great-grandchildren, Jon 
Miller, Luke, Hudson Jack, 
M.J., Lexie, Kylie, Caydon, 
Karlie and Carmon. Infant 
granddaughter, Courtney, 
preceded her in death.

After retiring from her 
career with the Okaloosa 
County School District as 
a secretary at Fort Walton 
Beach High School, Gwen 
continued to be an active 
member of Cinco Baptist 
Church. She was also a 
member of the Fort Wal-
ton Beach Women’s Club 
and worked as a volunteer 
at the medical center. She 
and Jack spent 19 summers 

working as volunteer 
campground hosts with 
the Nantahala National 
Forest in Franklin, North 
Carolina. Gwen loved the 
mountains and walking in 
the woods so much that 
she referred to herself as 
“Mountain Woman.”

Our precious Nana loved 
life. She loved people and 
people loved her. She was 
a devoted daughter, wife, 
mother and grandmother 
as well as a true friend to 
so many. She touched our 
lives deeply and will live 
in our hearts forever.

The family received 
friends, June 8, 2018 ,at the 
Cinco Baptist Church with 
funeral service following. 
Her body will be laid to rest 
beside her husband Jack 
at Jesse Rogers Memorial 
Cemetery in Mary Esther.

Expressions of love 
and sympathy may be 
viewed or submitted 
online at www.mclaugh-
linmortuary.com

F R A N C E S  G W E N D O LY N 
( G W E N )  R O G E R S
1 9 3 1 - 2 0 1 8
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Martha Susan McNab 
Cuchens died at her home 
in Newton, Mississippi, on 
Sunday, June 3, 2018, at the 
age of 62. Susan was born 
on Saturday, May 5, 1956, in 
DeFuniak Springs, Florida, 
and lived most of her child-
hood and teenage years in 
Valparaiso, Florida. She also 
lived in Hattiesburg, MS, 
New Orleans, LA, Pasca-
goula, MS, and for the last 
33 years in Newton, MS.

Susan was preceded in 
death by her father, Orin 
P. McNab; her in-laws, 
Roy E. Cuchens and Jewel 
Marie Cuchens Hughes; her 
brother-in-law, Kenton 
E. Cuchens; as well as her 
grandparents and several 
aunts and uncles from her 
McNab and Ethridge lineage.

She is survived by her 
husband of 41 years, Randy 
Cuchens; two daughters, 
Jennifer Wooten and Jessica 
(Josh) Jefcoat; four grand-
daughters, Hannah Brooke 
Wooten, Ella Jefcoat, Avery 
Jefcoat, and Mary Leigh 
Wooten; her mother, Betty 
McNab; her sister, Louise 
Carrier; her brother-in-law, 
Roy A. (Chris) Cuchens; 
three nieces, Christie (Josh) 
Balciunas, Kristie Cuz-
zourt, and Carrie (Kurt) 
Wilson; two nephews, 
Michael Carrier and Matthew 

Carrier; and numerous 
aunts, uncles, and cousins.

Susan was a graduate of 
Niceville High School (’74) 
and The University Of South-
ern Mississippi (’78). She 
worked as a legal secretary for 
over 36 years, beginning her 
career with Rex Gordon, Sr., 
in Pascagoula. She continued 
her legal work in Newton in 
1985 with Jack Brand, Sr., 
Robert Logan, and Bill May. 
Before her death, she was the 
smiling face, calm voice, and 
gentle spirit of the Logan & 
Mayo Law Firm with Robert 
Logan, Brian Mayo, Sarah 
Hamm, and Judy Rainer. She 
worked as a legal secretary in 
Newton for a total of 33 years.

She served on the Newton 
Theatre Company Board 
for many years as Secretary 
and participated in several 
of the Musicals presented by 
the Newton Theatre Com-
pany. She also enjoyed her 
Tuesday evening Bunko 
Group. In addition, Susan 
was supportive of The 
Newton Chamber Of Com-
merce and various other 
organizations in Newton.

To be sure, Susan bled 
“black and gold” and abso-
lutely loved cheering on the 
Golden Eagles at The Rock 
with her family. SMTTT!

However, most impor-
tantly, Susan was a faithful 

and committed disciple of 
Jesus Christ and lived her 
life every day to bring honor 
and glory to God. She was an 
active member of First Baptist 
Church, Newton, and served 
the Lord in so many different 
ways through her church fam-
ily. Susan was a member of the 
Adult Choir, a member of the 
Ladies’ Ensemble, a member 
of the Praise Team, a Sunday 
School Teacher, a member of 
the Women’s Ministry Coun-
cil, a Children’s Choir Leader/
Accompanist, a GA Leader, 
and a Bible Drills Leader.

She was indeed a “Proverbs 
31 Woman” and her sacrifi-
cial love was demonstrated 
daily for her husband, her 
daughters, and her grand-
daughters. All of the family 
was blessed in numerous 
and meaningful ways by her 
Godly wisdom and Christian 
character. And yes, she also 
touched the lives of hundreds 

of children, youth, and adults 
of all ages as she supported her 
husband in his role as a Min-
ister/Staff Member in three 
different churches in Missis-
sippi over the last 43 years.

To really know Susan 
was to see Jesus, because 
though she was not perfect, 
she reflected Him every day 
through her attitude, words, 
and actions. It is also true that 
she had many “best friends”, 
because she did her best to 
love each of them dearly! She 
will be remembered most for 
her character, her integrity, 
her grace, her gentle spirit, 
her patience, her humor, 
and her ever-present, sweet 
smile. Through every vic-
tory, she was quick to give 
God the glory! Through every 
challenge of life, she demon-
strated the attitude of Jesus 
Christ, including this most 
recent battle with cancer. She 
assured us as a family with 
these words from her Savior: 
“Father, Thy will be done!”

In her own words, all 
Susan ever really wanted 
was for “Jesus to use me for 
His glory”. That was a real-
ity throughout her life and 
is now a reality in death! 
To God be the glory for the 
gift of Susan Cuchens!

The Visitation was held on 
Thursday, June 7, 2018, at 
First Baptist Church, Newton. 

The Celebration Of Worship 
was held on Friday, June 8, 
2018, at First Baptist Church, 
Newton, with Dr. Frank Har-
mon, Dr. Brian Rushing, and 
Mr. Robert Logan officiating.

The Graveside Service and 
Burial will be held at Newton 
County Memorial Gardens 
in Newton following the 
Celebration Of Worship.

The Pallbearers will be 
Bob Bridges, Bryan Burt, 
Bob Douglas, Charles God-
win, John Harrison, Danny 
Lindsley, Joe McMillan, Will 
McMillan, and Ronnie Page. 
Honorary Pallbearers will 
be the Rejoice With Friend-
ship Sunday School Class.

The family requests “no 
flowers please”, but in lieu of 
flowers consider giving to one 
of the following: The Music 
Ministry of FBC Newton, The 
Women’s Ministry of FBC 
Newton, The Scholarship 
Fund of The Mississippi Bap-
tist Singing Churchmen, The 
Building Fund of Enterprise 
Baptist Church, Enterprise, 
Mississippi, or The Epic Fund 
of FBC Trussville, Alabama.

Newton County 
Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrange-
ments. (601-635-3200)

Family and friends may 
sign an online guestbook 
at www.newtoncoun-
tyfuneralhome.com

M A R T H A  S U S A N  M c N A B  C U C H E N S
1 9 5 6  -  2 0 1 8

Samuel Wallace Sulli, 
age 92, of Miramar Beach, 
FL, passed away on June 
2, 2018, at his residence.

Samuel was born on 
June 12, 1925, to Samuel 
Sulli and Elvin Huddleston 
in New Orleans, LA.

He was a parishioner at 
Resurrection Catholic Church 
in Miramar Beach, FL

Samuel enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy at the age of 17 and served 
during WWII. He achieved the 
rank of LT (j.g.). He returned to 
New Orleans where he studied 
and received his B.A. in Busi-
ness from Tulane University. 
He went to work for over 40 
years until his retirement from 
Frank P.Fischer Engineering 
Co., L.L.C in New Orleans.

Samuel leaves behind his 
beloved wife, Beverly V. Sulli, 
to whom he was married for 
69 years. In addition to Bev-
erly, Samuel is survived by 
two sons, Stephen W. Sulli 
and Kenneth J. Sulli; and five 
grandchildren, Stephen W. 
Sulli, Jr., Stephanie Brouillette, 
Christopher Sulli Sr., Christina 
Wilson and Angelina Marie 

Sulli. Samuel also leaves behind 
10 great-grandchildren.

Service and interment will be 
conducted on June 9, 2018, at 
1:00 p.m. at Lakelawn Funeral 
Home and Garden of Memories 
Cemetery in Metairie, LA.

Expressions of sym-
pathy may be viewed or 
submitted online at www.
McLaughlinMortuary.com

S A M U E L  W.  S U L L I
1 9 2 5  -  2 0 1 8
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H aving worked in the 
healthcare indus-
try both in Australia 

and here in the USA provided 
me with some basic tools and 
education so that I feel comfort-
able being my own advocate 
when it comes to my health.

It was put to the test recently, 
when a few weeks after a rou-
tine surgery, I noticed some, 
symptoms that caused me con-
cern. So after consulting with 
my surgeon I ended up in the 
ER and was admitted to hospi-
tal with a blood clot in my leg 
and a blood clot in my lung. 

It was a situation that could 
have had a catastrophic outcome, 
but I knew enough to seek medi-
cal help and put my faith in the 
physicians and nurses to treat 
the condition and take care of 
me. For the most part, they did. 

What I did not expect, how-
ever, was to have to stop a nurse 
from administering a narcotic 
that had already been adminis-
tered by a different nurse. Even 
though I was feeling the effects 
of the drug, I had the ability to 
convey that information and 
prevent a very bad outcome.

I did report the issue to the 
risk management department, 
as that is the only avenue that 

investigates issues such as these 
and implements safety guide-
lines that need to be followed.

Still having major pain issues 
after hospitalization for the 
surgery, and subsequent deep 
vein thrombosis and pulmo-
nary embolism, I ended up in 
the ER for a third time, at the 
insistence of my primary care 
physician. Even though it was 
evident I was losing weight, 
unable to eat, in pain and being 
diabetic in a health crisis, I was 
sent home with no diagnosis.

I decided that next week to 
get a second opinion, and after 
a brutal evening, was taken 
by a friend to a hospital ER in 
the next city. What a contrast 
in treatment and outcome.

Within a two hour period, I 
was admitted with a diagno-
sis and subsequent treatment. 
Within two and a half days, 
I had turned the corner and 
was on my way to recovery.

I was being treated by physi-
cians who were determined to 
find out what was wrong with me, 
and do their very best to ensure I 
left their hospital in a much better 
state than I was when I arrived.

I will admit to feeling a little 
apprehensive of seeking second 
opinions from both physicians 
and hospitals, as no one likes to 
“annoy” a doctor, and let’s face 

it, most people trust doctors 
and other medical profession-
als to always know what you 
need and treat you accordingly.

However, just like anyone, 
those in the medical field can be 
overwhelmed, jaded or simply not 
willing to spend the time on each 
person and treat them as an indi-
vidual. Healthcare is not always 
about caring for your health, 
especially when the almighty 
dollar plays into their practice.

I had the added bonus of hav-
ing a friend, who is a physicians 
assistant come to be with me 
in the ER of the second hospi-
tal, which allowed me to rest 
and be treated without being 
overly concerned about what 
tests/drugs/discussions were 
taking place around me. She 
had my best interests at heart 
and was more than comfort-
able to ask questions I never 
even would have thought of.

I know that not everyone has 
the background or knowledge 
to feel comfortable questioning 
medical treatment or decisions, 
so if you don’t feel that you can be 
your own advocate, find a friend 
or family member who can!

Barbara Dale is the reception-
ist for the Crestview News 
Bulletin. Email her at bdale@
crestviewbulletin.com.

Trust your instincts – be your 
own advocate or fi nd someone 

who can advocate for you

I t’s time to once again celebrate 
Father’s Day in America. 

I like Father’s Day. It’s always inter-
esting to see if my children or anyone 
remembers. Maybe I will get a text, an 
email or even a telephone call. Father’s 
Day is kind of like your birthday you don’t 
really think about it until the day comes. 
You then can’t help but notice who for-
got or who simply does not care. 

I was always busy as a young adult and 
probably didn’t pay attention to Father’s 
Day like I should have until later in life. 
I got a little closer to my dad in his later 
years simply because my mother had died 
and he had to talk to me when I called. My 
father was a good dad in that he took care 
of us. He kept food on the table and a roof 
over our heads. I never had to face living 
with a single parent or in a blended fam-
ily. All I knew was my mom and dad and I 
never worried about being hungry or being 
homeless. Millions of Americans cannot 
say this. This is not a negative about single 
parenting or being homeless or blended 
families. I’m simply saying that Mom and 
dad hung in there and my sisters and broth-
ers and I have a lot for which to be thankful. 

My grandfather was a good dad. He raised 
ten children. He was a blessing to a mul-
titude of grandchildren. He worked until 
he was 83. I never saw him smile a lot but 
how could he smile when there were doz-
ens of grandchildren around all the time? 
Plus, he worked six days a week until he 
was 83. He managed it pretty well. 

My son is a good dad. I can believe 
it because he was a good son. Yet, it’s 
always amazing when you see your child 
in action. He spends so much time with 
my little grandson and they have a beau-
tiful bond. I love to watch their interac-
tion and I am so happy for both of them. 

This Father’s Day will once again be a 
good day and a tough day. Fathers will 
count their blessings and also their fail-
ures. Fathers will wish for another chance 
to do it again but we only get one chance to 
be a dad. Many will visit cemeteries to pay 
respect to a dad now long gone, or fathers 
will mourn over the passing of a child. 

Father’s Day is upon us and the best you 
can do is to cherish the moment. Make a visit. 
Make a telephone call. Make the day as per-
sonal as possible. Life is about relationships 
and there is nothing like loving a father or a 
child while you have the opportunity. When 
you look back, you’ll be so glad you did.

Glenn Mollette is an American syn-
dicated columnist and author. 

What’s your view? Write a letter to the editor.

Father’s Day 
in America  

Glenn Mollette

This Father’s Day will once again be a 
good day and a tough day. Father’s will 
count their blessings and also their 
failures. Father’s will wish for another 
chance to do it again but we only get 
one chance to be a dad. Many will visit 
cemeteries to pay respect to a dad now 
long gone, or fathers will mourn over 
the passing of a child. 

However, just like anyone, those in the medical fi eld can be 
overwhelmed, jaded or simply not willing to spend the time 
on each person and treat them as an individual. Healthcare is 
not always about caring  for your health, especially when the 
almighty dollar plays into their practice.

Barbara DaleBarbara Dale
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FAITH

T here is a story of how 
several years ago a 
teacher assigned to 

visit children in a large city 
hospital received a routine 
call requesting that she 
visit a particular child.

She took the boy’s name 
and room number and 
was told by the teacher on 
the other end of the line, 
“We’re studying nouns 
and adverbs in his class 
now. I’d be grateful if you 
could help him with his 
homework so he doesn’t 
fall behind the others.”

It wasn’t until the visit-
ing teacher got outside the 

boy’s room that she real-
ized it was located in the 
hospital’s burn unit. No 
one had prepared her to 
find a young boy horribly 
burned and in great pain.

She felt that she couldn’t 
just turn and walk out, 
so she said, stammer-
ing, “I’m the hospital 
teacher, and your teacher 
sent me to help you with 
nouns and adverbs.”

The next morning a nurse 
on the burn unit asked her, 
“What did you do to that 
boy?” Before she could 
finish a profusion of apolo-
gies, the nurse interrupted 
her. “You don’t understand. 
We’ve been very worried 

about him, but ever since 
you were here yesterday, his 
whole attitude has changed. 
He’s fighting back, respond-
ing to treatment. It’s as 
though he’s decided to live.”

The boy later explained 
that he had completely 
given up hope until he 
saw that teacher.

 It all changed when he 
came to a simple realiza-
tion. With joyful tears 
he expressed it this way: 
“They wouldn’t send a 
teacher to work on nouns 
and adverbs with a dying 
boy, would they?”

We all have dark moments 
in our lives from time 
to time. But we should 

remember that just because 
we enter into a dark period, 
we don’t have to give up 
hope. Even the sun has a 
sinking spell every night, but 
in the morning it rises again 
with renewed brightness.

Centuries ago, the 
prophet Isaiah declared to 
the people of God: “The 
people who walked in dark-
ness have seen a great 
light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness — on 
them has light shined.”

They’re such hopeful 
words! It was this prom-
ise from God, spoken 
through the prophet, that 
gave the people hope. This 
was the ember that noth-
ing could extinguish. The 
light of God’s promise was 
kept alive within them.

If you seem to have little 
or no hope in your life, it 
would be good to try to 
examine why you feel that 

way. There is always rea-
son for hope, because you 
are a precious treasure of 
God's. He would not have 
sent his Son to this world 
if there were no hope for it, 
or you, or me, would he?

In Jesus Christ, he 
provides his love and 
joy. He provides all you 
need in order to live.

In the midst of despair, in 
the midst of hardship, in the 
midst of devastating condi-
tions of life, there is always 
the hope of Jesus Christ to 
which you can cling. He 
is a light that enters into 
your darkness. God’s light 
and life are available to all 
who open themselves to 
receive it. Won’t you?

The Rev. Mark Broad-
head is pastor at Laurel 
Hill Presbyterian Church 
and First Presbyterian 
Church of Crestview.

F R O M  T H E  P U L P I T

God gives hope through Jesus

RECURRING

AWANA PROGRAM: 
6:30-8 p.m. Wednesdays, Joy 
Fellowship, 5978 Old Bethel 
Road, Crestview. “Approved 
Workmen Are Not Ashamed” 
is for 4-year-olds through 
fi fth-graders. Call 682-6219 to 
register.

REFORMERS UNANIMOUS: 6 
p.m. Fridays, Central Baptist 
Church, 951 Ferdon Blvd. S., 
Crestview. Faith-based recov-
ery program for people with 
any addiction. Directed by 
Wendell Morgan. 682-5525.

RESTORATION AND RECOVERY 
MINISTRY: 6:30 p.m. Fridays, 
Kingdom Life Worship and 

Training Center, 798 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Ave., Crestview. 
Weekly outreach ministry for 
healing, restoration, wellness 
and wholeness. For people who 
have struggles with addiction.

BREAD OF LIFE OUTREACH 
MINISTRY:  Sign up and a brief 
ministry and prayers at 11 
a.m. and box pick-up is 3 p.m. 

11 a.m. Fridays, Kingdom Life 
Worship and Training Center, 
798 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave., 
Crestview. The church distrib-
utes boxes of once a month per 
person.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY: 7-8:30 
p.m. Fridays, Church of New 
Covenant, 3191 New Ave. N., 
Crestview. Faith-based 12-step 

program for people seeking heal-
ing from things that keep them 
from living healthy balanced 
lifestyles.

North Okaloosa County 
churches can send listings 
to news@crestviewbul-
letin.com. Items run on a 
first-come, first-served, 
space-available basis.

C A L E N DA R

Mark BroadheadMark Broadhead

We all have dark moments in our lives from time to time. 
But we should remember that just because we enter into 
a dark period, we don’t have to give up hope. Even the sun 
has a sinking spell every night, but in the morning it rises 
again with renewed brightness.
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District Manager
The Northwest Florida Daily News has an 
opening for District Manager; The District 
Manager oversees independent distributors in 
the delivery of newspapers to subscribers 
within a defined geographical area.  Individu-
als will handle route management aspects 
such as audits, analysis, and contract 
negotiations.The ideal candidate will have a 
focus on customer service. High school di-
ploma or equivalent required. Prior newspaper 
experience in circulation, as well as a man-
agement background, is preferred. Must be 
able to evaluate current and prospective Inde-
pendent Contractors and provide feedback 
and a course of action: Basic computer skills 
(Excel. Word) a must. Must own and operate a 
motor vehicle. Must have valid Florida Drivers 
License, proof of car insurance, and must suc-
cessfully complete a background check. Must 
have the ability to read and understand a road 
map and must be able to work a very flexible 
schedule.
Excellent benefits, drug-free workplace, EOE

Hiring Requirements:
Drug Testing/Screening, Background Checks, 
Reference Checks.
Education Level: High School Diploma or 
Equivalent
Benefits: Medical, Dental, Life Insurance, Vi-
sion, Vacation, Holidays, Sick Leave, 401K, 
Retirement/Pension, Uniform Allowance.
Interested candidates please submit resume 
to Dale Robinson: 
drobinson@nwfdailynews.com

20180235

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that a Public Sale Auc-
tion will be held on 
Monday, June 25th, 
2018 at 2:30PM at Tel-
lus Self Storage lo-
cated at 997 Industrial 
Drive, Crestview, Flor-
ida 32539, Phone (850) 
682-9437. The con-
tents of (2) 10x10 (1) 
10x15 (2) 10x20 and 
(1) 10x25 storage units 
belonging to the follow-
ing tenants will be sold 
in AS IS condition. 
TERMS OF SALE 
WILL BE CASH ONLY.

Powell, Torry
Furniture, Boxes, 
Trunks, Suitcases, 
Sporting Goods

Hossack, Julie Jarvis
Household

Robinson, Kennedy
Household, Toys, 
Sporting Goods, Tools

Cox Jr., James
Furniture, Boxes

King, Christopher
Household Goods, Fur-
niture, Boxes, Toys

Gerena III, Dionisio
Furniture, Boxes

WE RESERVE THE 
RIGHT TO REFUSE 

ALL BIDS. 

Cash Only, 10% Buy-
ers Premium, Auction-
eer Jerry Duncan - AU 
#527.

06/09/2018
06/16/2018

20180265

Notice Under
Fictitious Name Law 
Pursuant to Section 

865.09, Florida
Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-
signed, desiring to en-
gage in business under 
the fictitious name of 
Willow Barn, located at 
1172 Blackberry Circle, 
in the County of 
Okaloosa, in the City of 
Baker, Florida 32531 
intends to register the 
said name with the Di-

vision of Corporations 
of the Florida Depart-
ment of State, Tallahas-
see, Florida.

Dated at Baker, Florida, 
this 31 day of May, 
2018.

Linda A. Maxey

06/09/2018

20180250

NOTICE OF SALE

American Self Storage, 
1501 E. James Lee 
Blvd., Crestview, FL 
32539,
pursuant to the provi-
sions of the Florida 
statutes 83.001 through 
83.809, hereby gives 
notice of sale under 
said act, shall be con-
ducted in a commer-
cially reasonable man-
ner, as the term used in 
section 679.504(3) to 
be witnessed on Fri-
day, June 29, 2018 at 
9:30 a.m.

American Self Storage 
will conduct a public 
sale for:

B139 Phillip Ivey
Full size mattress, 
wooden table, approx. 
4 totes, children’s toys, 
floor lamp, table lamp, 
security box, floor 
creeper, frames for 
bed, assorted clothing

05/30/2018
06/09/2018

20180266

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT IN THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR 

OKALOOSA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

CASE NO.:
2018 CA 001502 F

DIVISION:

COMPASS BANK,
Plaintiff,

VS.

RICHARD A. LOWITZ, 
JR. a/k/a RICHARD 
LOWITZ, Deceased, 
by and through any 
and all Unknown 
Heirs, Beneficiaries, 
Devisees, Assignees, 
Lienors, Creditors, 
Trustees and all 
others who may claim 
an interest in the Es-
tate of RICHARD A. 
LOWITZ, JR. a/k/a 
RICHARD LOWITZ, 
Deceased; RICHARD 
A. LOWITZ, III; 
BONIETA L. LOWITZ 
a/k/a BONNIE L. 
LOWITZ and STATE 
OF FLORIDA,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: RICHARD A. 
LOWITZ, JR. a/k/a 
RICHARD LOWITZ, 
Deceased, by and 
through any and all 
Unknown Heirs, Bene-
ficiaries, Devisees, 
Assignees, Lienors, 
Creditors, Trustees 
and all others who 
may claim an interest 
in the Estate of RICH-

ARD A. LOWITZ, JR. 
a/k/a RICHARD 
LOWITZ, Deceased
4616 Range Road
Niceville, FL 32578
(Last Known Address)

YOU ARE NOTIFIED
that an action to fore-
close a mortgage on 
the following property 
in Okaloosa County, 
Florida:
RT . 1, BLOCK 1314, 
NICE VILLE, FLORIDA 
32578 A/ICA LOT 2, 
BLOCK F, SEMINOLE 
SUBDIVISION, AC-
CORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF RE-
CORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 2, PAGE 157, 
OF THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF 
O I C A L O O S A
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

And which postal ad-
dress is:
4616 Range Road, 
Niceville, FL 32578.

has been filed against 
you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy 
of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on 
Mark J. Horne, the 
Plaintiffs attorney, 
whose address is 720 
Blackstone Building, 
Jacksonville, Florida, 
32202, within thirty 
days after the first pub-
lication, of the Notice of 
Action, and file the 
original with the Clerk 
of this Court either be-
fore service on the 
Plaintiffs attorney or im-
mediately thereafter; 
otherwise a default will 
be entered against you 
for the relief demanded 
in the Complaint or pe-
tition.
DATED on 05/31/2018

JD PEACOCK II
CLERK OF
THE COURT

BY: JACKIE DUNLAP
AS DEPUTY CLERK

06/09/2018
06/16/2018

20180267

NOTICE OF SALE

Persuant to Section 
713.75, Florida Stat-
utes, there will be a 
public auction on 
06/24/2018 at 8:00 AM 
for the following vehi-
cle:

04 HYUN
KM8SC13D94U805820
There will be a public 
auction on 06/28/18 at 
8:00 AM for the follow-
ing vehicle:

98 DODG
1B4HS28YXWF198379

The auction will be held 
at 6194 Hwy 85 North, 
Crestview, FL 32536. 
Danco Towing has the 
right to turn down any 
and all bids.

06/09/2018

No More
Fingersticks for

Diabetes
The New advanced no 

fingerstick, no pain 
technology is available 

now.
Call (850) 564-6192 to 

make an immediate
appointment.

Now Hiring!
Crestview Location

•Bartender
•Cook
•Server
•Host
•Manager
Work in a friendly 
neighborhood envi-
ronment. Steady em-
ployment with great 
pay & opportunities! 
Interested applicants 
apply in person be-
tween 2pm-4pm 
Monday - Friday

Publisher’s
Notice

All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any 
such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination” 
Familial status includes 
children under the age 
of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and 
people securing cus-
tody of children under 
18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed 
that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper 
are available on a equal 
opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free number for the 
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Spot Advertising
works!

Turn to classified!
You can bank on

our bargains!
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Mrs. Helen R. Prof-
fitt was born February 16, 
1915 in Thompson Village, 
Trout Creek, NY, to Olive 
and Silas Fitch. She died 
May 18, 2018 in Milton, FL, 
at the age of 103 years. 

Mrs. Proffitt was a wife, 
mother, home maker and 
loved baking for the com-
munity she lived in. She 
moved to Holley, FL, in 
1970 from Sebring, FL. 
Mrs. Proffitt was a member 
of St. Augustine’s Episco-
pal Church in Navarre as 
well as the Navarre Home 
Maker’s Club, and the St. 
Augustine’s Altar Guild.

Mrs. Proffitt is survived 

by her sons: Charles Proffitt, 
Richard Proffitt and John 
Proffitt, 10 grandchildren, 
14 great-grandchildren and 
1 great-great-grandchild. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents, her husband 
Harold Proffitt, her son 
Harold Proffitt, daughter 
Carol Tolbert, brothers 
Dewey Fitch, Silas Fitch 
and Clarence Fitch and 
her sister Mabel Fitch.

A graveside service for 
Mrs. Proffitt was held 
Wednesday, June 6, 2018, 
at Serenity Gardens Cem-
etery in Milton, FL, under 
the direction of Bayview 
Fisher-Pou Chapel.

H E L E N  R .  P R O F F I T T
1 9 1 5  -  2 0 1 8

Tommy Ray Simms, 81, 
passed away peacefully 
in his Fort Walton Beach 
home on June 2, 2018.

Tommy was born on 
December 8, 1936, to par-
ents William Melvin and 
Anna Elizabeth Simms. He 
joined the United States 
Air Force in 1955 and was 
first assigned to Samson 
Air Force Base in Seneca 
County, New York. Tom-
my’s final assignment was 
to Hurlburt Field, Florida, 
where he served as the 
General Manager for Hurl-
burt’s Non-Commissioned 
Officers Club. As a Staff 
Sergeant, Tommy retired 
from the Air Force with 20 
years of service in 1975.

Tommy’s service to his 
country continued up until 
the time of his passing. He 
was most passionate about 
the Disabled American Vet-
erans, and he held the office 
of Florida’s State Com-
mander and was a Service 
Officer for the National 
Executive Committee of the 
DAV, Veterans for Foreign 
Wars, and the American 
Legion for many years.

Tommy, known as the 
Veterans Veteran, worked 
devotedly at raising funds 
for local disabled veterans. 
Among his favorite proj-
ects were the purchasing 
of two specially designed 
and equipped passenger 
vans and two golf carts, 
all used for transporta-
tion by the Veterans 
Administration Clinic at 
Eglin Air Force Base. 

Tommy’s fund-raising 
efforts allowed for a sig-
nificant contribution to 

the building of the Veter-
ans Tribute Tower at Beal 
Memorial Cemetery.

Tommy is survived by 
his wife and best friend of 
62 years, Rosita Tacneng 
Simms, and their children, 
Scott, Ron (Christy), Anna 
(Brian) Bugbee, and David 
(Crystal). He was loved 
dearly by his grandchil-
dren, Christopher, Kristen, 
Gabriella, and Rebecca, and 
great-granddaughter Alli-
son. Tommy is predeceased 
in death by his son, Mark.

Visitation was held on 
Wednesday, June 6,  at 
Emerald Coast Funeral 
Home. Services was Thurs-
day morning, June 7, at the 
chapel of Emerald Coast 
Funeral Home, with inter-
ment to follow at Beal 
Memorial Cemetery.

The family would like to 
express our sincerest thanks 
to Mark Shaw and the Fort 
Walton Beach Golden Cor-
ral for the never-ending 
love, support, and contri-
bution to Tommy and his 
fund-raising efforts for our 
local disabled veterans.

Expressions of love 
and sympathy may be 
placed and viewed online 
at www.emeraldcoast-
funeralhome.com

T O M M Y  R AY  S I M M S
1 9 3 6  -  2 0 1 8

“In DOT language, that 
was actually a pretty stark 
warning,” Boyles said of the 
agency’s commentary on 
the development. “They’re 
saying, ‘If you think this 
works, give us an analysis 
of how this works, because 
we don’t think it works with 
regard to existing capacity trip 
traffic.’ ”

He called upon the county’s 
public works and growth man-
agement staff to work together 
to provide evidence that five-
year and 20-year models for 
transportation infrastructure 
expansion are compatible with 
plans for the scope of develop-
ment Henry Homes envisions.

Boyles said he wasn’t pick-
ing specifically on the Henry 
Homes development, but 
wants to find better ways 
overall to assess amendment 

requests like the one presented 
Tuesday.

“We need to have a system in 
place to scale back the amend-
ment requests to the realistic 
infrastructure likely to be in 
place,” he said. “This is trying 
to find what our balance point 
is going to be.”

Edwin Henry, who repre-
sented Henry Homes at the 
meeting, told board members 
that the high-end homes he 
would build in the Auburn 
community are constructed 
at a pace of between 15 and 20 
a year. He said it would be at 
least a couple of years before 
any construction is begun in 
the new subdivision and about 
55 years before it would be built 
out.

Commissioner Carolyn 
Ketchel sided with Boyles on 
the need for careful study of 
the Henry Homes plan.

“It behooves us to look at 
capacity, improvements and 
growth. We need to slow 
down and take a look before 
we plunge ahead,” she said.

TRAFFIC
From Page A1

Though insured, much of 
these expenses have not been 
covered by the Spears’ medical 

insurance, according to a 
media release for the event.

Monetary contributions can 
be made to Maleia L. Spears 
Supplemental Needs Trust, 
c/o Kristen Ellis, Welton Law 
Firm, 1020 S. Ferdon Blvd., 
Crestview, FL 32536.

SUPPORT
From Page A1

Eric tried to steer off the 
road, a maneuver that kept 
Shannon and their sons 
from serious injury. But 
the little girl who’d been 
sitting between the boys in 
the back seat was critically 
injured.

Shannon got the children 
out of the car and went back 
for Eric, who was unrespon-
sive but still breathing.

“I knew he was hurt very 
bad,” says Shannon, who is 
a registered nurse. “I was 
talking to him. ‘Please stay 
with me. I love you. I don’t 
know what I’m going to do 
without you.’”

She and her sons were 
taken to one hospital. Eric 
and the little girl, Katie 
Johnson, were airlifted to 
another. For four hours, 
Shannon heard nothing. 
During that time, she bar-
gained with God.

“Just give him back,” 
she prayed. She didn’t care 
what condition he was in. 
She would take care of him.

I n s t e a d ,  h e r  p a s t o r 
brought news that Eric had 
died. That night, she sat on 
her boys’ bed in the pediat-
ric ward. She was 36. The 
boys were just 6 and 10. Eric 
was 38.

She had loved him since 
the seventh grade.

“My life as I knew it was 
now over,” she wrote in her 
recently published book 
about Eric. “The new life I 
would be entering would be 
one without color.”

 First dance, fi rst kiss 

While Shannon and the 
boys recovered quickly from 
their injuries, Katie required 
multiple surgeries.

Shannon and Katie’s 
mother are still best friends, 
even closer than they were 
in 1985 when Shannon and 
Eric met at a Ruckel Junior 
High School dance.

She was 13, Eric two years 
older.

“Everything about him 
was pretty to me,” Shannon 
says smiling. “His braces. 
His eyes. If I could have seen 
his toes, they would have 
been pretty to me, too.”

A few months later, he 
kissed her for the first time. 
But the following year, 
he went to Niceville High 
School, started to drive and 
had more freedom than she 
was allowed. While Eric was 
riding around town with 
other girls, Shannon was 
stuck at her grandmother’s 
house.

Occasionally he would 
drive her the quarter mile 
from school to her grand-
mother’s house and come in 
for a cold drink. She would 
fantasize about the Daily 
News covering the event.

“Eric Buharp sits in Shan-
non Snyder’s Granny’s 
living room and drinks a 
Coke!” was the headline 
she wrote.

But on the days when 
Eric was with other girls, 
she remembers standing 
in front of her full-length 
mirror, shaking a finger at 
the imaginary Eric. 

“One day,” she’d chastise 
him, “you might want to 
have something to do with 
me and I might not have 
time for you.”

That day came when she 
was 21 and Eric called to ask 
her to meet him and a group 
of his friends at a country 
western bar. Nothing could 
have kept her from that bar. 
But she was not ready to 
forgive, yet. 

“When I walked in the 
door, he said, ‘If you’ll date 
me, I’ll make you the queen 
of my double-wide trailer,’” 
she recalls.

She told him she was 
dating someone else. A year 
later, he tried again, and this 
time she said yes.

“I just made him wait a 
year because he had made 
me wait since the seventh 
grade,” she says. “It killed 
me to walk away from him, 

but I thought, ‘Let him see 
how it feels for a minute.’”

Before they married, 
he told her that he and his 
brother had bought 40 acres 
of land in Paxton, nearly 
an hour away from their 
Niceville jobs.

“I was so in love with him 
if he would have told me to 
live in a tree house in a pine 
tree, I would have,” she 
says.

Still with her 

Their oldest son Hunter, 
who was 10 at the time of the 
crash, now is 20 and works 
full-time. Their youngest 
son, Kade, is 16 and drives 
his dad’s old truck.

Shannon has done every-
thing she can to keep Eric 
alive for her boys. When 
she fills out their paperwork 
at school, she lists Eric’s 
name. His artwork is framed 
in the home he built. His flip 
flops are still under the seat 
of Kade’s truck.

“They have a dad,” she 
says, consciously using the 
present tense of the verb. 
“And this is what he was like 
and this is who you have to 
model yourselves after.”

She talks to him and 
while he doesn’t answer 
her questions directly, she 
feels his presence. She has 
dreamed about him several 
times, dreams so vivid that 
she knows he was with her, 
at least for those ethereal 
moments.

“I’m still short. He’s still 
tall,” she says of one of the 
most potent dreams. “I 
remember saying, ‘I love 
you so so much.’ I swear he 
was here. And he’s looking 
at me like he loves me more 
than he does air.”

Other times, she’s sure 
that he’s with her but she 
can’t quite see him.

“If I  could just turn 
around a little faster, then 
he’d be there,” she says.

Nothing is easy

She and the boys still live 
in the rural home they were 
returning to on the day 
of the crash. For the first 
months after Eric died, she 
couldn’t bear to be there. 
And then she couldn’t bear 
to be away from it.

Now she says she will 
never leave. She will die in 
the simple house on a road 
that only leads to miles of 
other country roads. 

She has had to learn to 
do the things that Eric did. 
She has struggled to be a 
father to her boys. She has 

wondered why God let her 
live instead of Eric, since her 
boys could have learned so 
much from him.

It hasn’t been easy. None 
of it. It’s scary to be both a 
mom and a dad. She expects 
herself to be a strong parent 
and knows Eric expects the 
same of her.

“You don’t want this 
new reality, but this is my 
new reality,” she says. “To 
this day, I have screaming, 
crying fits. This is not what 
I asked for.

“I wanted him to be here 
when I was 100 and hold my 
hand when I die.”

She recently finished 
a book called “Dancing 
with Eric” that she self-
published on Amazon. 
She wrote it longhand in 
a notebook on a rocking 
chair on the front porch. 
In its first two months, she 
made $600, all of which 
she donated to the Kindred 
Hospice Foundation, which 
puts on a bereavement camp 
for children each summer.

She plans to volunteer 
there this year.

She says she was talking 
to Eric about the money and 
what she should do with 
it. She had bills, plenty of 
them.

“I remember hearing, 
‘Donate it. Find something 
to help kids.’” So she did.

This July 11 marks the 10th 
anniversary of his death. 

For the first time this 
year, she will not spend that 
day in bed. Instead, she and 
some friends have declared 
it to be “Random Acts of 
Kindness for Eric Buharp 
Day.”

Precious gift s

After 10 years, she still 
misses him. The colors in 
her life are still not as vivid 
as they were before Eric died. 
She still is angry God didn’t 
let her keep him.

But she tries to smile more.
For her book, she made 

a list of all the wonderful 
things in her life that hap-
pened because a ninth-grade 
boy with braces asked her to 
dance.

She got to be the queen of a 
double-wide trailer. She got 
to become a wife. A mother 
— twice. She got to be the 
most important person and 
be loved more than anything 
by one person on earth.

And she had to say good-
bye, for a while.

“This life is hard, sad, 
difficult and unfair,” she 
concludes. “It is also magi-
cal, beautiful, and full of so 
many precious, precious 
gifts.”

CELEBRATE
From Page A1

Shannon Buharp talks about 
the wreck that killed her 
husband, Eric Buharp, in 
2008. Shannon, who lives in 
Paxton, has written a book 
about her late husband and 
her grief. [NICK TOMECEK/DAILY 

NEWS]

Eric and Shannon Buharp are pictured in their beach wedding 
photo. They had known each other for more than 20 years when 
Eric was killed in a 2008 crash. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

Shannon Burharp has 
gotten a few tattoos since 
her husband’s death in 
2008, including this one 
referencing Ecclesiastes 4:12. 
[NICK TOMECEK/DAILY NEWS]
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