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CRESTVIEW — Julie Kurkowski en-
courages North Okaloosa residents to 
get annual flu shots.  

Her daughter-in-law, Crystal Swee-
ney, who didn’t get a vaccination, is re-
covering after battling H1N1 influenza, 
or swine flu, and pneumonia. 

The 26-year-old is breathing through 
a ventilation unit while sedated, Jared 
Sweeney, Kurkowski’s son, said.  

Crystal was 29 weeks pregnant 
with newborn Lainee when she was 
diagnosed with H1N1, family mem-
bers said. Doctors performed a cesar-
ean section because of the mother’s 
health. 

Lainee is doing better than expect-
ed for a preemie; “she is doing fantasti-
cally well,” Jared said.

The baby is now at a healthy weight 
and is “just fine,” Kurkowski said. 

However, the Sweeneys face steep 
hospital bills. And with Crystal starting 
physical therapy, Jared said his wife 
— who was admitted to the hospital 
Nov. 19 — isn’t expected home anytime 
soon. They expect $5,000 in uncovered  
medical costs. 

Jared, a tire lube express special-
ist at the Crestview Wal-Mart, said co-
workers have donated to the family.

And a family friend has established 
a youcaring.com medical expenses 
fund so anyone with a debit or credit 
card can make a monetary donation. 

Uncertainty abounds during this 
tough time, but all the prayers and fi-
nancial support mean a lot, Kurkowski 
said. 

“Even if we are sitting (at the hos-
pital) alone, we know that we are not 
alone,” she said. 

By BRIAN HUGHES 
682-6524 | @cnbBrian

brianh@crestviewbulletin.com

CRESTVIEW — A ques-
tion posted on Answers.
com raised questions in 
Michael Skinner’s mind, 
especially when he sus-
pected the “correct” 
answer didn’t seem so 
correct.

The 10-year-old turned 
to a more authoritative 
source than the ques-
tions-and-answers web-
site’s user-generated 
content. 

He wrote to the “Ask 
Shagg” comic strip.

“It was just curiosity” 
that inspired him to ask 
the shaggy yellow cartoon 
dog, he said.

Michael’s mom, 
Deanna Skinner, said the 

boy sent his question in 
August and received an 
email stating the answer 
would run in late fall. 
It was published in the 
Northwest Florida Daily 
News’ Dec. 8 edition. 

“He was so shocked,” 
Deanna said. “He was 
extremely surprised and 
happy...” 

Michael never doubted 
that Shagg E. Dawg cre-
ator Peter Guren would 
use his question, which 
was, “Is it true that a rac-
coon cannot jump?” It 
was just a matter of time.

“I believed that he 
would answer it,” Mi-
chael said. “It’s finally in 
there!”

Guren, who said he 
receives questions from 
readers all over the coun-
try, said Michael’s query 

caught his eye. 
“Basically, I (didn’t) 

know if raccoons can 
jump,” he said. “It was a 
question I wanted an an-
swer to, too. That’s usu-
ally how it happens.”

Michael, who received 
a stuffed Shagg E. Dawg 
for having his question 
published, added the 
plush pooch to his collec-
tion of 44 stuffed critters.

Homeschooled broth-
ers Michael and Jimmy, 
14, now have 61 stuffed 
animals, collectively. 

When Michael’s not 
studying or playing with 
the toys, he builds things 
with Lego blocks and 
plays with Transformers.

And yes, Shagg E. 
replied, “a raccoon can 
jump, especially when 
someone is threatening.”

A Shagg E. answer

By MATTHEW BROWN
682-6524 | @cnbMatthew
matthewb@crestviewbulletin.com

BAKER — A national icon 
has graced this rural north 
county community. 

Several residents, like 
Cindy Carroll, have been 
lining up to see a bald ea-
gle in Baker. They recently 
stopped near Ritz Food 
Store on State Road 4 to 
watch and photograph the 
bird. 

“(The eagle) seems to 
be a major attraction in the 
area these days,” Carroll 
said. “It was a rather large 
bird and it looked quite 
healthy. It was pretty.”

Motorists on Sunday 
pulled over to see the bird 
of prey, and excitement 
affected traffic flow, Tara 
Geiger, the store’s assis-
tant manager, said. 

“One person actu-
ally called the (Okaloosa) 
Sheriff ’s Office about the 
traffic,” she said.  

Josh Copeland, who 
works at the store, said the 
bird has made several vis-
its to his family’s nearby 
property. 

But that’s not the only 
sighting, he said. 

“I have always heard 
other people say that (bald 
eagles) have been seen 
near Karick Lake, near 
Blackman,” he said. 

Bald eagle ‘a major 
attraction’ in Baker

DID YOU KNOW?
• The U.S. 

Environmental Protection 
Agency removed the 
bald eagle, the United 
States’ national bird, 
from its threatened and 
endangered species list 
in 2007. 

• Almost 10,000 
bald eagle nesting pairs 
exist in the country, 
compared to 400 
nesting pairs in 1963, 
according to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

• Florida seems to 
be a hot spot for the 
species: The Sunshine 
State, Minnesota 
and Wisconsin share 
the country’s largest 
concentrations of bald 
eagle nesting pairs   

• President Barack 
Obama declared 
Dec. 6 that wind farm 
operators with permits 
may kill bald eagles, 
without penalty, for up 
to 30 years, if they take 
certain precautions to 
avoid doing so, and 
report bird deaths 

• Residents can 
report bald eagles 
causing problems to the 
Emerald Coast Wildlife 
Refuge, 650-1880, or 
the local Florida Fish 
and Wildlife office,  
265-3676.     

SpECIAl TO ThE NEWS BUllETIN

Baker resident Cindy Caroll photographed this bald 
eagle, which she spotted near Ritz Food Store on 
Florida Highway 4 in Baker. 

See EAglE A6

ThE 411 ON h1N1
H1N1, or swine flu, symptoms include fever, cough and sore throat; body aches, headache and 

chills; and fatigue, diarrhea and vomiting, according to Mayo Clinic. 
Current flu vaccinations cover swine flu, which the World Health Organization declared a pandemic 

in 2010. The organization has since downgraded the viral infection from this classification. 

Family dealing  
with H1N1, but they’re 

‘not alone’ with 
community’s support

Facing the Flu
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ABOVE: The Sweeney family — including, from left, Jared; 
Aleksander, 2, and Crystal — seeks prayers and donations 
for medical expenses. Crystal, 26, is recovering from H1N1 
influenza and pneumonia after giving birth to newborn Lainee. 
BELOW: Doctors prematurely delivered Lainee Sweeney 
— pictured resting in an incubator at Sacred Heart Hospital in 
Pensacola —by cesarean section last month due to her mother’s 
H1N1 influenza and pneumonia diagnosis.

Comics character answers Crestview boy’s question

 WANT TO 
DONATE?
See www.

crestviewbulletin.
com/health to 
learn more 
about the 
Sweeney 
family or 
donate to 
their medical 
expenses fund

BRIAN hUghES | News Bulletin

Crestview resident Michael Skinner cradles a stuffed Shagg E. Dawg toy, the latest 
addition to his collection of 44 plush animals. The comic strip “Ask Shagg” featured 
the 10-year-old’s question about animal life in the Northwest Florida Daily News’ 
Dec. 8 edition. 

FaceBOOK
Find us at www.

facebook.com/
crestviewbulletin

tWitteR
Follow us at 

twitter.com/
cnbulletin

Community ..................A2
Government ................A3
Education ....................A4
Faith ...........................A6
Classifieds ...................A7 
Sports .........................A8

taBle OF cOntentS A Halifax 
Media 
paper 

read by 
10,450 
people 
every 
week

inSiDe tODaY
United Methodist Children’s 
Home gets $1K donation, 

A2
•••

County officials plan Holt 
recreation area, A3

Baker School students 
celebrate senior citizens, 

A4
•••

Obituary: Hazel Ruth (Law) 
Collins, of Crestview, A6

LIBRARY TO HOST PICTURES WITH SANTA, CRAFTING, A2

Carver-Hill Museum 
recognized for continuing 

MLK’s legacy, A3



CCB... giving the gift of better banking
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Convenient and cost-effective in-office treatment of all skin cancers
Mohs Micrographic Surgery for Skin Cancer

Fraxel® Laser for skin discoloration.
New Xtrac Ultra® Laser for Psoriasis.

Botox® and Juvéderm Ultra® for wrinkles.
We care for all your dermatologic concerns including

acne, rashes, warts and moles.

Charles F. Trapp, M.D., F.A.A.D
(Diplomate American Board of Dermatology Diplomate American Society For Mohs Surgery)

Heather E. Bien, MHS, PA-C, Debra M. Cole, PA-C,
Erin McClure, PA-C, Ashley C. Wagner, PA-C

Specializing in Skin Cancer Detection and Treatment

7259157

65
16
57
7

Compassionate, quality care for
your loved one...

30 private
Rehab suites

Long term care

Outpatient physical
occupational and
speech therapy

1849 James Lee Blvd, Crestview FL

682-5322

65
17
78
71849 First Avenue E., Crestview FL

75
08
29
2

W E E K D A Y S 8 A . M . T O 5 P. M .
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ANNOUNCES EXPANSION OF
MEDICAL SERVICES TO ALL

PATIENTS AT THE

CRESTVIEW HEART CLINIC

Dr. Joseph
Shalit

Expanded Services Will Include Following And More:
Obesity
Gastrointestinal Problems
Diarrhea
Constipation
Arthritis
Migraines/Headaches
Urinary Infections
Sexually Transmitted Diseases

All Heart Problems
High Blood Pressure
Skin Rash
Fever/Cold
Allergies
Respiratory Problems
Diabetes
Sleep Problems

New Patients Welcome | Most Insurance Accepted
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  ALL  OT  VICESSER  MEDICAL
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CRESTVIEW — United Methodist 
Children’s Home residents will have a 
cheerier Christmas thanks to the Span-
ish Trail Cruisers’ $1,000 donation. 

The money will greatly benefi t the 
fi ve kids, ages 13 to 17, who reside at the 
Duggan Street facility, Shanda Davis, a 
youth care worker at the home, said. 

“It is going for Christmas gifts for 
the kids, and will help pay for activities 
when we go somewhere on fi eld trips,” 
Davis said.

Sometimes, as many as 12 kids live at 
the home, Colby said. 

Monetary gifts make a big differ-
ence in the children’s lives because they 
are too old to receive gifts from “angel 

trees.” Under the latter program, do-
nors pull an ornament imprinted with 
a child’s name and purchase an age-ap-
propriate gift.  

“If it (wasn’t) for donations like ours, 
the kids wouldn’t have any gifts since 
the home only receives enough funding 
for the essentials,” club vice president 
John Colby said.

The car club’s members traditionally 
put money raised from their signature 
events — such as the spring Average 
Joe Car Show on Main Street — back 
into the community.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

CRESTVIEW — North Oka-
loosa residents can cele-
brate Christmas, Kwanzaa 
and Hanukkah on Thursday 
during Noel Night at the 
Crestview Public Library. 

Families can participate 
in a scavenger hunt and 
have the opportunity to 
meet and have photographs 
with Mr. and Mrs. Santa 
Claus.

In addition, attend-
ees can make a snowman 
Christmas tree ornament 
or a craft stick-based kinara 
— the traditional candle 
holder in Kwanzaa celebra-
tions — or a menorah — the 
traditional lamp stand in 
Hanukkah celebrations 
— event organizer Heather 
Nitzel said.

Soloist J.R. Lewis, Em-
manuel Baptist Church’s 
worship music team and 
Chanticleer, Crestview 
High School’s elite mixed 
show choir, will provide 

entertainment.
Snacks and refresh-

ments, including freshly 
baked cookies from the 
Friends of the Library, will 
be available.  

The event is free, and 
library staffers will sell $1 
raffl e tickets for the chance 
to win a local artist’s paint-
ing. Proceeds will help pay 
for new books. 

Library staff also will col-
lect canned food items for 
the Sharing and Caring food 
pantry in Crestview, Nitzel 
said.  

WANT TO GO?
WHAT: Noel 

Night 
WHEN: 6-7:30 

p.m. Dec. 19 
WHERE: 

Crestview Public 
Library, 1445 
Commerce Drive 

COST: Free

Santa photos, crafting 
opportunities available 

during Noel Night

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS BULLETIN

Crestview United Methodist Children’s Home spiritual care minister Mary 
Sims and group home supervisor Mae Knox receive a check for $1,000 
from Spanish Trail Cruisers president  Mike Turman, secretary Doug Faircloth 
and vice president John Colby.

Revved up for Christmas
United Methodist 

Children’s Home gets 
$1K boost for gifts

Growing up, decorating 
the house with lights and 
trimming the Christmas 

tree were 
holiday 
highlights. I 
was excited 
to see 
relatives 
and hoped 
St. Nick 
would 
bring the 
one item I 
asked for, 
usually a 

doll or a teddy bear. 
Boy, how much 

times have changed. 
My youngest daughter 
received an iPad for her 
last birthday. She’s 4! I 
got my fi rst computer in 
college. 

Our kids live in a 
time of such privilege or 
— depending on your view 
— maybe I did. And maybe 
this season has lost its 
wholesomeness.

My German 
grandmother used to tell 
me about families leaving 
shoes and stockings 
outside the door, hoping St. 
Nikolaus would fi ll them 
with candy or fruit. They 
do this each year on Dec. 6 
and celebrated Christmas 
later in the month, but only 
to observe Jesus’ birth. 

Protestants changed 
the tradition so that Santa 
comes on Christmas 
Eve. Eventually, the jolly 
old elf started bringing 
electronics and bigger 
items. 

I don’t mean to be a 
Grinch, but Christmas 
has became too 
commercialized and, 
perhaps, many people 
have forgotten the season’s 
true meaning. 

Remember: Christmas 
is a time for joy, cheer, 
happiness, celebration, 
camaraderie and love of 
humankind. 

The holiday originated 
from a time when luxury 
was lacking, so it’s 
supposed to be about how 
much thought we put in, 
not how much we spend. 

If we can get back to 
this mindset, there may be 
hope for us yet.

Amber Kelley lives in 
Laurel Hill. Send news 
or comments to Hobo.
homefront@gmail.com or 
P.O. Box 163, Laurel Hill, 
FL, 32567.

AMBER 
KELLEY
The Hobo 
Homefront

Observing 
Christmas’ 

true meaning 
brings hope

THE 
HOBO 

HOMEFRONT

MORE COMMUNITY 
NEWS, A3

“If it (wasn’t) for 
donations like ours, the 
kids wouldn’t have any 
gifts since the home only 
receives enough funding 

for the essentials.” 

John Colby
Spanish Trail Cruisers club vice president
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New Open Ear
Technology!

YEAR END INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE!
SAVE UP
TO 40%*

Savings off select in-stock hearing aids & accessories.Limited quantities available. Expires friday

With Over Years in
Hearing Innovation you

won't want to miss Beltone's
Inventory Blowout Sale.

Innovation

35%

HUGE sale on
state-of-the-art
technology!

• Premium Technology
• Virtually Invisible
• Great for Background Noise
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70 Years of Hearing Excellence

CALL TODAY
APPOINTMENTS ARE LIMITED
Limited Quantities - First Come, First Served
Cannot be combined with other offers or previous purchases. Discount off MSRP. Limit one Free pack of batteries per customer.
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SWIMMING POOL
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WE ALSO DO TOP QUALITY LINER REPLACEMENTS
Talk to Pete the Pool Man
at 651-5046 TODAY

ESTABLISHED 1987
ANGLOPOOLS@COX.NET

FREE

ANGLO
Insured and Licensed (RP0054222). 2 Davis Court, Shalimar

Pool and Spa Company, Inc.

FOR YOUR FAMILY AND THE QUALITY OF LIFE...

“ONE
STEP
AHEAD”

SURVEY, BROCHURE & ADVICE.
100’S OF REFERENCES.

ASK ABOUT THE UNEQUALED LIFETIME
WARRANTY OF OURWORKMANSHIP.

Any Shape

Any Size

20
95

29
7

GOVERNMENT
w w w . c r e s t v i e w b u l l e t i n . c o mSaturday, December 14, 2013 Page  A3

BRIEFS

New record for 
Okaloosa property 

tax collections
FORT WALTON 

BEACH — Okaloosa 
County’s Tax 
Collector’s Offi ce 
last month netted 
$145 million 
in property 
tax payments, 
according to tax 
collector Ben 
Anderson.  

This represents 
72.5 percent of 
Okaloosa County’s 2013 tax 
roll, a record percentage 
for the offi ce.

Property owners saved 

$5.8 million by paying their 
taxes while the 4 percent 
early-payment discount 
was in force, Anderson 
said. 

Internet 
payment 
transactions 
increased 52.5 
percent and E-
check transactions 
increased by 
30 percent in 
November. 

County 
residents who pay 
taxes due by Dec. 
31 can benefi t from 

a 3 percent discount. An 
installment payment plan is 
also available.

Call 651-7300 or visit 

www.okaloosatax.com for more 
details. 

4th board member 
selected to spend 

Florida’s BP oil spill 
funds 

Destin CPA Stephen 
Riggs IV has been chosen 
as the fourth member 
— third from Okaloosa 
County — of a board that 
spends a big chunk of 
whatever BP oil spill fi nes 
are paid to the state.

Triumph Gulf Coast 
is a fi ve-member board 
with the authority to 
“create and administer” a 
recovery fund established 

with 75 percent of 
whatever money comes to 
the state from BP when a 
lawsuit brought by Florida 
Attorney General Pam 
Bondi is settled.

That percentage 
— of what could be more 
than $1 billion — will be 
distributed to Okaloosa, 
Escambia, Santa Rosa, 
Walton, Bay, Gulf, Franklin 
and Wakulla counties, 
which were deemed 
disproportionately affected 
by the 2010 Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill. 

Riggs will serve on the 
board with fellow Destin-
area residents Pam Dana 
and Bob Bonezzi. Allan 
Bense of Bay County, a 

former Florida House 
speaker, also will serve. 

Gov. Rick Scott will 
select the fi fth member. 

Legislation drawn up 
by state Senate President 
Don Gaetz and state Rep. 
Matt Gaetz will create a 
30-year sinking fund the 
board can draw from each 
year, Riggs said.

Holt to have a new 
recreation spot

HOLT — Okaloosa County 
commissioners have 
approved a plan to develop 
a small recreation area 
on about 3 acres owned 
by the Holt Volunteer Fire 
Department.

The fi re department 
plans to build a new fi re 
station on the land but 
has offered a portion of 
the property to the county. 
Under the agreement, 
the county will lease part 
of the lot from the fi re 
department for $1 a year.

The parcel — which 
sits on the south side of 
U.S. Highway 90 just east 
of Summertime Lane 
— would include a small 
community center and 
play structures, according 
to John Hofstad, the 
county’s public works 
director. 

The county has $200,000 
budgeted for a park, 
Hofstad said.

BEN 
ANDERSON
Okaloosa County 

tax collector

www.crestviewbulletin.com

COMMUNITY from page A2

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS BULLETIN

Bentina Terry, Gulf Power vice president of External Affairs and Corporate 
Services, left, and Ed Taylor, the utility’s Fort Walton Beach district manager, 
far right, present a $2,500 check to George Stakley and Carver-Hill Museum 
board members during a Dec. 6 ceremony. The utility recognized the Crestview 
museum for continuing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy.

CARVER-HILL MUSEUM EARNS 
POWER OF SERVICE AWARD
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Happy Holidays
It doesn’t take a special occasion like

Christmas to remind us how much we value
our loyal customers. At First National Bank
of Crestview, we celebrate our customers every
day with a commitment to exceptional service.
We value your business, and we wish you and

yours the happiest of holidays!

MAIN OFFICE

1301 Industrial Drive
Crestview, FL 32539
850-682-5111

DOWNTOWN OFFICE

302 N. Wilson Street
Crestview, FL 32536
850-682-5112

SOUTHSIDE OFFICE

2541 S. Hwy 85
Crestview, FL 32539
850-682-3111

www.fnbcrest v iew.com

OF CRESTVIEW MEMBER FDIC

Your Hometown Bank Since 1956!
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
and PRESCHOOL, ELCA

Sunday Services: 8:30 a.m. Liturgical, 10:30 a.m. Praise

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. - Ages: 3-Adult, Nursery Provided for All Services

Wednesday, December 18th - 7 pm Holden Prayer Service

St. Paul Preschool has Limited Openings for 3 & 4Yr. Olds
1407 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville Phone: 850-678-1298

www.stpaulniceville.com
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BAKER — Several senior 
citizens who attended Thurs-
day’s Baker School Senior 
Citizens Banquet said they 
appreciated the gesture. 

“I loved it all, but I es-
pecially enjoyed the (high 
school band’s) music”  Joyce 
Troyer said. 

Troyer, a 1950 Baker grad-
uate, attended the event with 
her husband, Cliff. The Troy-
ers are regulars.  

“We come every year 
and enjoy it every year,” Cliff 
said. 

Students in the high 
school leadership program 
and Student Government As-
sociation, along with young-
er students, organized the 

banquet. 
“Students in kindergarten 

through third grade made 
the place mats and third-
graders made the corsages 
for (the female) attendees,” 
leadership instructor Denise 
Gronberg said. 

“I am really proud of all of 
them,” she said. “They do an 
outstanding job every year.”

The occasion included a 

meal and door prizes. Cu-
linary students prepared 
meals of turkey, dressing, 
side items and dessert. 
ROTC members presented 
the colors while student Alex 
Roy performed the Pledge of 
Allegiance and sang “Do You 
Hear What I Hear?” Drama 
students performed a Christ-
mas-themed skit.

Attendees gathered in the 
school’s main auditorium pri-
or to the feast and watched a 
video explaining the impor-
tance of senior citizens in the 
community. 

The message resonated 
with leadership student Mi-
kaela Sites. 

“I think it is a great thing 
we do for this community,” 
the 15-year-old said. “Senior 
citizens are not recognized 
as much as they should be.”  

By BRIAN HUGHES 
682-6524 | @cnbBrian

brianh@crestviewbulletin.com

CRESTVIEW — Richbourg 
Exceptional Student Educa-
tion School student Jovon-
tae Griffi n squeezed the last 
bit of icing from a pastry bag 
and managed to complete 
Santa’s rosy complexion.

“That was close!” he said 
with a big grin.

Jovontae and his part-
ner, Shyanne Stuckey, were 
two of eight students in 
teacher Shirley Godbold’s 
afternoon culinary arts 
class who, working in teams 
of two, made square cakes 
and decorated them with 
Christmas motifs.

Students followed reci-
pes to mix the batter and 
icing, bake the cakes, ice 
them and then decorate 
them, Godbold said.

“The cakes, the icing, 
everything’s from scratch,” 
Godbold said. “We don’t do 
anything that’s out of a box. 
Everything’s from scratch. 
That way they learn the 
process.”

Her morning and af-
ternoon culinary classes, 
comprising mostly high 
school-age students, have 
produced a wide range of 
food, including homemade 
tortillas, pizzas, coffee cakes 
and muffi ns. 

OVERCOMING CHALLENGES
Students sometimes face 

a challenge, which Godbold 
helps them overcome. For 
example, eighth-grader Jor-
dan Gardner is diabetic, so 
his cake is sugar-free. To top 

it off and decorate it, Jordan 
and Godbold experimented 
with a cream cheese icing 
sweetened with saccharine. 

Because it was thicker 
than the butter cream icing 
that other students used, 
mixing in the food color 
took some elbow grease, 
but Jordan was up to the 
challenge.

“It’s hard to stir but it’s 
getting there,” he said as 
he worked the mixture into 
a bright green icing for his 
cake’s wreath design.

Richbourg teachers 
Karen Lusk, Cindy Brunson 
and Diane Caton, who 
judged the fi nished cakes, 
awarded Alexy Trott and 
Cierra Leduc fi rst prize for 
their elf-decorated cake.

Jesse Dobbs placed 
second for his ornaments 
design, Haley Stanton and 
Kaitlyn Potts placed third 
for their Christmas gifts, 
and Allysa Whitehead re-
ceived honorable mention 
for her wreath with a pink 
bow.

The culinary students 
then shared their cakes with 
other Richbourg students.

FIND IT ONLINE
See www.

crestviewbulletin.
com/photos for 
an image 
gallery of 

Baker School’s 
Senior Citizens 
Banquet 

Seniors enjoy holiday entertainment, food at Baker School

MATTHEW BROWN | News Bulletin

Ina Fountain, left, and Gerald Martello, right, pass through a buffet line 
during Thursday’s Senior Citizens Banquet in Baker School’s lunchroom. Area 
senior citizens were treated to a free meal prepared by the school’s culinary 
program, and attendees enjoyed holiday-themed performances by the school’s 
drama program and high school band. 

SPARKLING ORNAMENTS
Karen Lusk’s students at Richbourg E.S.E. 

School helped make sparkling Christmas tree 
ornaments this week. 

They started with clear glass balls and helped 
Lusk swirl a teaspoon of clear liquid fl oor wax 
inside each ball, pour it out and then pour in 
fi ne-grade glitter using a funnel.

“It sticks immediately,” Lusk said. “We make 
things out of anything. Nothing goes to waste.”

FIND IT ONLINE
See www.

crestviewbulletin.
com/photos for 
an image 
gallery of 
Richbourg 

E.S.E. School 
culinary arts 
students decorating 
Christmas cakes

Richbourg students bake cakes for Christmas

BRIAN HUGHES | News Bulletin

Richbourg E.S.E. School culinary arts students Cierra 
Leduc and Alexy Trott display their fi rst-prize-winning 
Christmas elf cake.
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Seeing the eagle is becoming common  
— particularly since the bird was removed 
from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s threatened and endangered spe-
cies list in 2007 — Emerald Coast Wildlife 
Refuge director Amanda Wilkerson said. 

The bald eagle’s increasing numbers 
have been evident to staffers who have re-
habilitated several of the birds the past two 
years, she said.

“If there are more being injured, than 
that means that there are more out there,” 
she said. 

Copeland said he thinks Baker’s birds 
enjoy eating animal carcasses on the side 
of the road. 

“There always seems to be a possum 
that don’t make it across (Highway 4),” he 
said. 
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83
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SPECIAL TO THE NEWS BULLETIN

Motorists on Sunday stop on the shoulder of State Road 4 in Baker to watch 
and photograph a bald eagle near Josh Copeland’s residence. 

“BETHLEHEM MORNING” CHRISTMAS 
MUSICAL: 9 a.m. Dec. 15, St. Mark United 
Methodist Church, 2250 PJ Adams 
Parkway, Crestview. Christmas Choir 
will present Russell Mauldin and Sue 
Smith production. Details: 682-5280 or 
www.stmarkcrestview.org.

WEST SIDE ASSEMBLY GUEST SPEAKERS for 
11 a.m. Sunday morning services at 
West Side Assembly of God, Kit Drive, 
Crestview: Brothers David Elliot, Dec. 
15; Joshua Ansley, Dec. 22, and Cecil 
Pinner, Dec. 29. Details: Victor Kolmetz, 
758-7206.

DECLARATION OF CASTILLIAN SPRINGS 
CONCERT: 6 p.m. Dec. 14, Central Baptist 

Church, 951 S. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview. 
Cost: $10 at the door. Love offering 
received. Details: Libby White, 496-7106.

CHRISTMAS MUSICAL PERFORMANCE: 6 
p.m. Dec. 15, Woodlawn Baptist Church, 
824 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview. “I’ll Be 
Home for Christmas,” set in 1941, tells 
the story of the West family and a nation 
on the brink of World War II. 

FAITH
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Send your church’s 
announcements to 

news@crestviewbulletin.com.

Panic! Hurry! Cook food! Buy 
gifts! Mail cards! Pull out hair!

’Tis the season, you know.
The Bible tells us God came 

on a silent night when there was 
a bright star in the heavens; 
shepherds were watching their 
fl ocks. 

Now, we remember that 
wondrous time by being as noisy, 
busy and panicked as possible. 
What must God think of this 
craziness? 

This is a time to remember the gift 
of love that God freely and lovingly 
gave. It is a time to remember we could 

purchase nothing that comes 
close to equaling God’s gift to the 
world. 

Give your heart if you want to 
give a priceless present. First, 
give it to God. Then give it to 
people around you, those who 
may sometimes be taken for 
granted or neglected.

Your gift will be accepted with 
great joy and thanksgiving.

The Rev. Mark Broadhead is Laurel 
Hill Presbyterian Church and First 
Presbyterian Church of Crestview’s 
pastor.

Comparing the fi rst Christmas 
to today’s chaos

REV. MARK 
BROADHEAD
From the Pulpit

Hazel Ruth Collins, 65, 
of Crestview, died Friday, 
Dec. 6, 2013. Hazel was 
born June 26, 1948 in 
Andalusia, Ala., to Cardell 
and Willie Mae Law. 

Her loving husband, 
Mr. Jesse Frank Collins, 
preceded her in death.  

She leaves two sons, 
Jeffrey (Ramona) Hughes, 
Richmond, Va., and 
Rodney Law, Evergreen, 
Ala.; and four sisters, Lillie 
(Robert) Rutland, Martha 
Hill and Sherry Holden, 
all of Crestview, and Mary 
Brooks of Jacksonville. 

Survivors also include 
two grandchildren, Rodney 
Law II of Evergreen, 
and Ronald Hence of 
Richmond; and one aunt, 
Jewel (Dankey) Crittenden 
of Andalusia. 

She also leaves four 
nieces, Valarie Rutland and 
Tonja Holden of Crestview, 
and Krystal Lewis-Rolle 
(Deangelo) and Courtney 
Mosley of Jacksonville; one 
nephew, Demetrius Holden 
of Crestview; a host of 
cousins, great-nieces and 
great-nephews; and other 
relatives and friends.

All will cherish her 
memory.

Viewing is 10-10:50 
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 14 at 
Macedonia Missionary 
Baptist Church, 603 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Ave., Crestview. An 11 
a.m. home-going service 
and interment at Rockhill 
Cemetery, Rockhill, with 
McKinnie Funeral Home 
directing, will follow. 

Memories and 
condolences may 
be shared with the 
family at http://obits.
crestviewbulletin.com.

Hazel Ruth (Law) Collins

OBITUARY

The News Bulletin publishes north Okaloosa County residents 
and former residents’ obituaries for $45 including a photo. 
Family members should write the obituaries and funeral homes 
should submit them to the newspaper for confi rmation. We 
may edit submissions for style. Call 682-6524 or email news@
crestviewbulletin.com for more information. 

Comparing the fi rst Christmas 

FROM THE PULPIT

EAGLE from page A1
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Customer Support

Legal Advertising Clerk
The Northwest Florida Daily News is looking 
for an individual to join our fast paced legal 
department.  The job includes typesetting, 
scheduling public notices and oversees the 
preparation of legal affidavits.  PC Window 

and Excel necessary.

The ideal candidates must be skilled in com-
puter data entry & type 45 wpm. Must also 

give attention to detail, have excellent spelling, 
grammar and interpersonal communication 

skills.  Excellent proof reading is a must.

The Daily News offers an excellent benefit 
package, health, dental, vision coverage and 

401k.

Drug screen and background check will
be required.

Email resume to ehypes@nwfdailynews.com

Interview will be scheduled.
Drug-free workplace -EOE

Web ID 34274703
Text FL74703 to 56654

Marketing

Entry Level
Marketing Specialist

The News Herald is looking for an entry-level 
marketing specialist to assist with marketing 

support and document presentations for
our sales team in a timely, accurate, and

cost effective manner.

This position will assist with sales proposals 
and interview preparation under the direction 
of the Regional Marketing Director, assist with 
development and coordination of marketing 
materials and branding, update and maintain 

files and documents and utilize effective
written and oral communication skills. In add-
ition, the position will provide assistance for 
event planning and conference attendance.

Candidates should have an Associate’s
degree and must be skilled in Powerpoint, 
InDesign, Photoshop and Microsoft Excel.  

Applicable experience may be substituted in 
lieu of formal education.

The News Herald offers the following benefits:  
medical, dental, vision and life insurance; 
401(k) plan; vacation and sick leave; and

disability insurance.

To apply, send resume to:  
lgrimes@pcnh.com or come by the office at 

501 W. 11th Street to complete an
employment application.

Hiring will be contingent on a background 
check and drug screen.

Web ID#: 34274489
Text FL74489 to 56654

Legal # 161729

OKALOOSA ISLAND 
LEASEHOLD
CONVERSION

REQUEST FOR BIDS 
ON HOLIDAY

ISLE\OKALOOSA
ISLAND PROPERTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the Board 
of County Commission-
ers of Okaloosa 
County, Florida will 
open sealed Bids on 
the 2nd day of Janu-
ary, 2014 at 10:00 
a.m., Room 204, 302 
N. Wilson Street, 
Okaloosa County 
Courthouse Extension, 
Crestview, FL 32536 
from:

Tran DeGaulle, LLC, 
A Louisiana Limited 
Liability Company
Lot 347, Block 6, Re-
vised Plat of Santa 
Rosa Island Subdivi-
sion Blocks 6 & 7, ac-
cording to the plat 
thereof, as recorded in 
Plat Book 2, Page(s) 
168, of the Public Rec-
ords of Okaloosa 
County, Florida

Bid Forms may be pro-
cured from Surety Land 
Title of Florida, LLC. 
4100 S. Ferdon Blvd, 
Ste B3, Crestview, FL
32536.

The Board reserves the 
right to reject any and 
all proposals and to 
waive minor irregulari-
ties in the proposals 
submitted.

OKALOOSA COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
By: Don R. Amunds, 
Chairman

12/07/2013
12/14/2013
Legal # 161745

IN THE COUNTY 
COURT OF THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 
AND FOR OKALOOSA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.
2013 CC 001709

TWIN LAKES OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION, INC., a 
Florida not for profit 
corporation,

Plaintiff,
v.

RICHARD P. GOODE,

Defendant.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: Richard P. Goode
17735 Gulf Blvd. #205
Redington Shores, FL 
33708

YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that an action to 
enforce and foreclose a 
Claim of Lien for con-
dominium assessments 
and to foreclose any 
claims which are infe-
rior to the right, title 
and interest of the 
Plaintiff herein in the 
following described 
property:

Lot 17, Twin Lakes, 
being a portion of un-
divided Township 2, 
South, Range 22 
West, Okaloosa 
County, Florida, ac-
cording to Plat re-
corded in Plat Book 
18, Page 98-99, of the 
Public Records of 
said County.

has been filed against 
you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy 
of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on 
Plaintiff’s attorney,
Raymond F. Newman, 
Jr., Becker & 
Poliakoff, P.A., 348 
Miracle Strip Pkwy, 
Suite 7, Ft. Walton 
Beach, FL 32548, on 
or before thirty (30) 
days from the date of 
first publication and to 
file the original of the 
defenses with the Clerk 
of this Court either be-
fore service on Plain-
tiff’s attorney or imme-
diately thereafter.  If a 

Defendant fails to do 
so, a default will be en-
tered against that De-
fendant for the relief 
demanded in the Com-
plaint.

WITNESS my hand and 
the seal of said Court 
December 6, 2013.

Don W. Howard
Clerk of said Court

BY: Nancy Moxcey
as Deputy Clerk

Becker & Poliakoff, P.A.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
348 Miracle Strip Pkwy 
SW, Suite 7
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 
32548-5253
(850)664-2229
(850)664-7882 Fax

12/14/2013
12/21/2013

Legal # 161752

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR 
OKALOOSA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 13CP948

Division _____

IN RE:  ESTATE OF 
TROYCE MILTON 
FELTMAN

Deceased.

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

The administration of 
the estate of Troyce 
Milton Feltman, de-
ceased, whose date of 
death was March 20, 
2013, and whose social 
security number is 
XXX-XX-0922, file num-
ber 13CP948, is pend-
ing in the Circuit Court 
for Okaloosa County, 
Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of 
which is 101 E James 
Lee Blvd., Crestview, 
FL 32536. The names 
and addresses of the 
personal representative 
and the personal 
representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be 

served must file their 
claims with this court 
WITHIN THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 
30 DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE OF 
A COPY OF THIS NO-
TICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent’s estate must 
file their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLOR-
IDA PROBATE CODE 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

N O T W I T H S TA N D I N G  
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this notice is 
December 14, 2013.

Attorney for Personal 
Representative:

Jeramie J. Fortenberry
Florida Bar No. 14322
Fortenberry Legal PLLC
1605 23rd Avenue
Gulfport, Mississippi 
39501
Telephone: (228) 
206-4939

Personal Representa-
tive:

George Milton Feltman
245 Dogwood Drive
Gurley, Alabama 
35748

12/14/2013
12/21/2013

GUN SHOW
Tallahassee

NORTH FLORIDA
FAIRGROUNDS

December 14th & 15th
SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 10-4

FREE PARKING
Info. (407) 275-7233
floridagunshows.com

Text FL74739 to 56654

We Buy Gold
Jewelry & Diamonds
Get a $1000 Loan 
for $50 a month
700 Beal Pkwy

US GOLD PAWN
Call TOM Now!!

850-974-2462
www.usgoldpawn.com

Two girls Power Wheel 
Jeeps, one pink & one 
Barbie, great cond. 
$100 ea. 689-6614

Logistics/Transport

Class A CDL
Drivers
Needed

Immediately
3 years min. driving 
with Dump Trailer

Experience.
$500 Sign On Bonus

*Local Panhandle
Hauling

*Home Nights
Apply ONLY online 

www.perdido
trucking.com

Perdido Trucking
Service, LLC

251-470-0355
Web ID#: 34272984

Logistics/Transport

EARN EXTRA
INCOME

NEEDED
IMMEDIATELY!!!!

Become a
Newspaper Carrier

Crestview

Open routes availa-
ble in the early 
morning

Great opportunity to
own your own
BUSINESS

Deliver your news-
paper in your com-
munity

Independent
Contractors

Must have:

A reliable vehicle
Proof of
Auto Insurance
A valid
driver’s license
Be 18 yrs or older

Stop by 705 Ashley 
Dr, Crestview or Call 

Dale Robinson
before 11am 

850-682-6524

AIRLINE CAREERS
begin here – Get FAA 
approved Aviation 
Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Housing 
and Financial aid for 
qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. 
Call AIM 866-314-3769

DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! Learn 
to drive for US Xpress! 
Earn $700 per week! 
No experience needed! 
Local CDL Traning. Job 
ready in 15 days! 
(888)368-1964

Experienced OTR
Flatbed Drivers earn 50 
up to 55 cpm loaded. 
$1000 sign on to Qual-
ified drivers. Home 
most weekends. Call: 
(843)266-3731 / 
www.bulldoghiway.com.
EOE

Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Training! Bull-
dozers, Backhoes, Ex-
cavators. 3 Weeks 
Hands On Program. 
Local Job Placement 
Assistance. National 
Certifications. GI Bill 
Benefits Eligible. 
1-866-362-6497

Top 1% Pay & CSA 
Friendly Equip, Full 
Benefits + Quality 
Hometime, No slip 
seating — Take truck 
home, CDL-A Req 
877-258-8782 www.ad-
drivers.com

Training/Education
Want to be a 

CNA/
Phlebotomist?
Don’t want to wait?
Express Training 

Services now
offering our nursing 

asst. exam prep 
classes in DESTIN
Class for 1 week. 

850-502-5521
Military Spouses We 
Are mycaa certified

expresstraining
services.com
Next class
01/13/2014

You can become an 
expert in HVAC instal-
lation and repair. Pin-
nacle Career Institute 
Online HVAC education 
in as little as 12 
months. Call us today: 
1-877-651-3961 or go 
online: www.HVAC-
Online-Education.com

BE YOUR OWN 
BOSS! OWN A YO-
GURT, DOLLAR, MAIL-
BOX, PARTY, TEEN, 
CLOTHING, OR FIT-
NESS STORE. 
WORLDWIDE, 100% FI-
NANCING, OAC. 
FROM $55,900 COM-
PLETE TURNKEY (800) 
385-2160 WWW. 
DRSS3.COM

FOR LEASE:
Convenient Store 
with Gas station.
Bay County. Great 
location! Will be 

branded Chevron. 
Available very soon. 
Major investment re-
quired. Serious in-
quiries only. Ware 

Oil & Supply
Company.

850-584-6666 ext 407

Crestview 3br 2Bath 
$875 mo $875 Dep No 
Pets (850)398-5757

Holt 1150sf, 2 br, 2 ba, 
Stove, Fridge, Micro, 
DW, included. With w/d 
hkup, lots of storage, & 
covered parking. $680 
mo + damage deposit. 
Call 850-537-2894 or 
850-287-5338

Farm Life 3BR/2BA
DBL carport, 25 acres 
w/barn, fish pond. 1 yr 
lease $750/mo $750 
dep. Svea area. Call 
585-6128

Teel &
Waters

Real Estate
RENTALS

204 Booker St
$550 2BR 1BA
106 Aqua Dr

$825 3BR 2 BA
404 Juniper DR
$850 3 BR 2 BA
111 Nicole Ln

$1,250 3 BR 2 BA
6200 Hummingbird
Ln $1,190 4 Br 2 Ba
5487 Monterrey Rd
$1,750 4 BR 2 BA

All properties require 
a credit check, one 
year lease; no inside 
smoking, pet fees 
are non-refundable.

Call: Debra Frost
682-6156

Crestview
RV and Mobile Home 
Lots for rent, Call 
850-585-6128

Crestview-FSBO 4 
homes by pool 3BD 
2BA, 3BD1BA 2 Stu-
dios & office, ovr 
5800 sq ft @ $70/sq 
ft, ovr 2K sq ft adtnl 
strg on 2.9 private 
ac, 3690 Hwy 90 E 
$411,100 Pics on 
zillow.com 682-4994

Individual wants to 
buy house for invest-
ment.  850-651-0987
Text FL74232 to 56654

10 ACRE MOUNTAIN 
TOP ESTATE! Gor-
geous Blue Ridge 
mountain acreage fea-
turing spectacular 3 
state views & towering 
hardwoods! Abuts U.S. 
National Forest. Great 
building spot! U/G utili-
ties, paved rd frontage, 
RV friendly. Priced to 
sell only $69,900. Ex-
cellent financing. Call 
now 866-952-5303, x 
92

Tennessee Log Cabin
on 6 acres with FREE 
Boat Slip! Only $74,900 
New 3BR, 2BA log 
cabin shell, lake ac-
cess, nicely wooded, 
level setting. Quiet 
paved road frontage. 
Excellent financing. 
Call now 877-888-0267, 
x 453

SELL ALL YOUR
ITEMS

through classified.
CALL 747-5020

Farm Direct
Centipede, Zoysia,
St Augustine and

Bermuda
We Deliver & Install
Call 850-244-6651 

Suncoast Sod 
Farms

Text FL73694 to 56654

If you didn’t
advertise here,
you’re missing
out on potential

customers.

Buy it! 
Classified.

Make your move
to the medium

that’s your number
one source of 

information about
homes for sale! 

For all your hous-
ing needs - con-
sult Classified -
when it’s time

to buy, 
it’s the resource
on which to rely.

If you didn’t
advertise here,
you’re missing
out on potential

customers.

Turn to classified’s
Merchandise

Columns - Our
prices are on
target for you!
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By BRIAN HUGHES 
682-6524 | @cnbBrian

brianh@crestviewbulletin.com

CRESTVIEW — Mama’s 
in bloom just in time for 
Christmas, and that warms 
Betty Woodward’s heart. 

The pink Christmas cac-
tus was her late mother’s 
only potted plant and, when 
it blooms, Woodward thinks fond 
thoughts of her mom, Verna Louise 
Gillis Williams.

“It always sat on her side porch,” 
Woodward said. “She’d always be 
waiting by the porch when we’d 
come visit, leaning against a pillar.”

Woodward said other fam-
ily members took cuttings from the 
cactus before she brought it home 

to Crestview from her 
mother’s house near Red 
Level, Ala. 

She named the plant 
“Mama” in memory of her 
mother.

When a cutting is inad-
vertently knocked off the 
plant, Woodward promptly 
puts it in water to root, and 
gives away the new plant. 

Mama’s offspring are scattered far 
and wide, she said.

“I’ve taken care of Mama for 32 
years,” Woodward said. “She’s a 
centerpiece when you walk in my 
door. She welcomes everyone when 
they visit.”

Mama’s buds began to open ear-
lier this week. 

“It bloomed its heart out,” Wood-

ward said. “I know it has 200-plus 
blooms on it. She’s just laden with 
them.”

Woodward carefully covers 
Mama during cold nights to prevent 
damage. The plant is too heavy to 
be moved inside.

“Everybody says, ‘Look after 
Mama.’ There’s a lot of sentimental 
value,” Woodward said. 

She calls her Lakeside East 
home “a memory house of Christ-
mas.” Each piece in the home, 
which is aglow with Christmas dé-
cor, holds a dear memory.

That’s the way it should be, 
Woodward said. 

“I think people have a tendency 
to lose the closeness of family,” she 
said. “I have stories about every-
thing in this house.”

BRIAN HUGHES | News Bulletin

Mama, a Christmas cactus with more than 200 fl owers, is 
almost in full bloom on Betty Woodward’s front landing.

Crestview woman’s Christmas cactus covered in 200-plus blooms

TODAY
High school wrestling

Crestview at Capital City 
Classic, TBA

MONDAY
High school boys basketball

Ponce de Leon at Laurel Hill: 
JV, 6 p.m.; V, 7:15 p.m.

High school girls basketball
Holmes County at Baker: JV, 

5:30 p.m.; V, 6:45 p.m.
High school wrestling

Crestview at 
Choctawhatchee, 5:30 p.m.

Middle school boys basketball
Davidson at Bruner, 5 p.m.
Meigs at Shoal River, 5 p.m.

Middle school girls basketball
Davidson at Bruner, 6:30 p.m.
Meigs at Shoal River, 6:30 

p.m.
Middle school boys soccer

Bruner at Davidson, 6:15 p.m.
Shoal River at Meigs, 6:15 

p.m.
Middle school girls soccer

Bruner at Davidson, 5 p.m.
Shoal River at Meigs, 5 p.m.

TUESDAY
High school boys basketball

Fort Walton Beach at 
Crestview: JV, 5:30 p.m.; V, 7 
p.m.

Kinston at Laurel Hill: JV, 
4:30 p.m.; V, 7 p.m.

Baker at Northview: JV, 5 
p.m.; V, 6:30 p.m.

High school girls basketball
Crestview at Milton: JV, 5:30 

p.m.; V, 7 p.m.
Kinston at Laurel Hill, 6 p.m.
Baker at Northview, 5 p.m.

High school boys soccer
Navarre at Crestview: JV, 5 

p.m.; V, 7 p.m.

The News Bulletin welcomes 
stories and announcements 
for the sports calendar. 
Email stories and photos to 
Randy Dickson, randyd@
crestviewbulletin.com.

Submission deadlines are 9 
a.m. Monday for Wednesday’s 
edition and 9 a.m. Thursday 
for Saturday’s edition. 
Announcements publish 
according to available space.

By RANDY DICKSON
682-6524 | @BigRandle
randyd@crestviewbulletin.com

CRESTVIEW — If there were any 
doubts that high school wrest-
ing is alive and well in Crest-
view, those doubts were erased 
Wednesday night as Crestview 
hosted Gulf Breeze in the Bull-
dog Brawl.

The match was the fi rst for 
the Bulldogs in two years, and a 
nearly packed house showed up 
to cheer on the grapplers.

When the fi nal match was 
complete, the visiting Dolphins 
came out on top 46-36. 

“I thought it was an outstand-
ing night for Crestview wres-
tling,” Bulldog Coach Andrew 
Black said. “It’s great to be a 
Crestview Bulldog. We had noth-
ing but great support from the 
parents, faculty, students and 
community.

“I’m just constantly amazed 
(by) the support of the commu-
nity. This was a great foundation 

for what we are trying to do here, 
not just for wrestling, but (also) 
for Crestview athletics.”

Crestview was forced to forfeit 
two matches because the Bull-
dogs had no one in the weight 
classes. That was the difference 
in the ultimate outcome. Gulf 
Breeze picked up 12 points for 
the two forfeits.

But winners were plentiful for 
the Bulldogs, who had 28 compet-
itors in the match.

Josh Cantwell picked up a 
win via the pin in the 106-pound 
weight class. Justin Witt got a pin 
in the 113-pound class.

Ricquan Bembo (132), Chris-
tian Zoppina (152), Kollin Watson 
(160) and James Mandicino (220) 
also picked up pins and wins for 
the Bulldogs.

Zoppina, a senior, was happy 
to have a fi nal home match af-
ter the last Bulldog home match 
came his sophomore year.

“That will be my last tourna-
ment at home, but it will be good 
for building the future,” he said. 

By RANDY DICKSON
682-6524 | @BigRandle
randyd@crestviewbulletin.com

CRESTVIEW — Mercedeze 
Claybrone was hitting on 
all cylinders for Fort Wal-
ton Beach High School’s 
girls basketball team Tues-
day night as the Vikings 
took on Crestview in a Dis-
trict 1-7A game.

Claybrone scored a 
game-high 36 points and 
had just enough help from 
her friends as Fort Walton 
Beach rolled to a 57-51 
win.

Crestview’s loss to the 
Vikings came one night 
after the Bulldogs beat 
Walton 66-64 in a game 
that came down to the last 
minute.

Bulldog Coach Kathy 
Combest said Monday’s 
game might have affected 
her team’s performance 
against the Vikings.

“It probably took a lit-
tle bit out of us,” she said 
of Monday’s game. “But 
we’ve got to make the plays. 
We’ve got to make the lay-
ups. We’ve got to control 
the blocks (rebounding).”

Claybrone’s fi rst basket 
came with 5:15 left in the 
fi rst quarter, giving the Vi-
kings a lead they held the 
rest of the game.

It might have taken the 
5-foot-11 senior three min-
utes to get warmed up, but 
once she got started, she 
was virtually unstoppable. 
Claybrone did most of her 
damage inside the paint on 
a variety of backdoor cuts. 
She also hit 10 of 15 free 
throws.

Claybrone fi nished the 
fi rst quarter with 10 points. 
And though she was a one-
woman show, the Bulldogs 
kept things close, playing 
team basketball and shar-
ing the wealth.

Crestview freshman KK 
McTear, who scored 29 

points against Walton on 
Monday, remained hot 
Tuesday with 21 points. Six 
of McTear’s points came 
in the fi rst quarter as Fort 
Walton Beach led 13-9 after 
one.

Ariann Simms came 
on strong in the second 
quarter for the Bulldogs 
(4-5, 1-2), scoring seven of 
her 15 points in the period. 
Simms’ strong showing 
allowed Crestview to cut 
a point off the Viking lead 
as the teams headed to 
halftime with Fort Walton 
Beach up 26-23.

Three points was as 
close as Crestview got all 
night. 

Claybrone’s hot play 
early in the third quarter 
allowed the Vikings to ex-
tend the lead to 33-24. But 
a young Bulldog team, of-
ten with three freshmen on 
the court at once, refused 
to break. 

Nyquaja Collins scored 
fi ve points in the third, 
keeping Crestview in the 
game. Collins’ 3-point play, 
with 52 seconds left in the 
quarter, cut the Viking lead 
back to three points. But 
the Vikings hit a pair of late 
free throws, ending the 
period and extending the 
lead back to fi ve points. 

The fourth quarter was 
all about free throws as 
the Vikings got to the line 
16 times and scored seven 
points from the stripe.

The Bulldogs only had 
seven free throws in the 
period and hit four. 

In the end, free throws 
might have been as big a 
factor in the game’s out-
come as Claybrone was.

The Vikings went to the 
line 35 times and hit 17 free 
throws, while Crestview 
only shot 18 free throws 
and hit 11 of them.

Claybrone scored most 
of her points from inside 
the paint. 

By RANDY DICKSON
682-6524 | @BigRandle
randyd@crestviewbulletin.com

BAKER — Baker School’s boys 
basketball team, propelled by a 
14-0 game opening salvo, beat 
North Bay Haven Academy 80-68 
on Thursday.

Baker Coach Mike Martello 
hoped the Gators’ second straight 
win was an indication good things 
are happening for his team.

“We won Monday (against 
Central) and we won (Thursday), 
so maybe we can get things go-
ing our way,” he said. “We have to 
learn from it that even if we are 
having that kind of success, we 
can’t take a play or two off.”

A 3-point basket by Brooks 

Taylor with 4:28 capped an early 
run by the Gators.

A Mitchell Moss basket with 
3:50 left in the fi rst quarter fi -
nally got the Buccaneers on the 
scoreboard.

But Baker (3-4) wasn’t ready 
to ease up on the visitors. 

Back-to-back baskets by Jus-
tin Morgan were followed by a 
Taylor 2-pointer as the Gators 
pushed the lead to 20-2. Austin 
Walters hit a 3-pointer and Justin 
Shaw added a basket later in the 
quarter as Baker was up 25-8 at 
the end of the fi rst quarter.

The Gators continued to pour 
it on in the second quarter, using 
a strong defense to lead with a 24-
point advantage at the half.

Seven Gators scored in the 

second quarter as Baker put 25 
points on the board. 

Colton Kilpatrick’s one score 
of the game was Baker’s fi rst 
basket of the second period. Jon-
athan Gatewood scored back-to-
back baskets to close the Gator 
scoring in the quarter.

Shaw, Taylor, Walters, Austin 
Martin and Sage Smith scored 
between Kilpatrick and Gate-
wood’s scores.

With Baker up by 24 as the 
teams took the court for the start 
of the second half, it seemed to be 
just a matter of the Gators fi nish-
ing off the Buccaneers. 

But North Bay Haven refused 
to go quietly into the late fall 
evening. 

Baskets started falling for the 

Buccaneers as the Gators eased 
up on defensive pressure in the 
second half.

Slowly but surely, North 
Bay Haven inched closer to the 
Gators. 

“We kind of lost focus a little (in 
the second half),” Martello said. 
“At halftime, we talked about not 
losing focus and just winning the 
second half.

“I think having that big lead 
just got us complacent.”

The Buccaneers knocked 
10 points off Baker’s lead in the 
third quarter, but still trailed by 
14 as the fourth quarter started. 

North Bay Haven cut the Ga-
tor lead to 10 points twice in the 
fourth quarter, but Baker had an 
answer each time.

A Darius Richardson basket 
with 5:17 left in the fourth pulled 
the visitors to within 10 of the Ga-
tors, but Taylor converted on a 3-
point play to push the lead back 
to 13 at 66-53. 

Less than 30 seconds later, 
,he Bucs were back to within 10 
points of the Gators with a score 
of 66-56. Walters responded with 
a 3-pointer with 4:33 left in the pe-
riod and Baker was able to hold 
off the Buccaneer rally. 

Five Gators scored in double 
fi gures. Morgan led the way with 
18 points. Walters had 15, Taylor 
13 and Hicks and Shaw each had 
10.

North Bay Haven’s David 
Jones topped all scorers with 24 
points. 

Gators roar past Buccaneers

Claybrone powers 
Vikings past Bulldogs

RANDY DICKSON | News Bulletin

Crestview’s Justin Witt attempts to fl ip Gulf Breeze’s Wes Alexander.

Big night for 
Bulldog wrestling

BETTY 
WOODWARD
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