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A cooperative effort between two 
developers, an area bank and the city 
of Crestview has resulted in each party 
obtaining services or infrastructure 
that neither could otherwise afford nor 
undertake on their own. 

The Crestview Public Works depart-
ment teamed with the developers of 
the Redstone Commons low-density, 
single-family subdivision, the Bishop’s 
Landing assisted living facility and 
Beach Community Bank on what Ad-
ministrative Services Director Mike 
Wing described as “mainly sewer-re-
lated” infrastructure. 

Public Works Director Wayne Steele 
fi rst introduced the proposal at the Aug. 
22, 2011, city council meeting. He ex-
plained there was no reserve capacity 
in the older, 8-inch sewer line that runs 
from the Redstone Avenue area, past 
Applebee’s restaurant and down to the 
Rasberry Road sewage lift station.

The lack of extra capacity restricts 
future development in the area served 
by the line, Steele said.

The city had previously been pre-
pared to replace the sewer line, which 
would involve boring under State Road 
85, but when the recession hit and de-
velopers stopped work on a project 
intended for the area, Public Works 
returned the $300,000 allocation for the 
new line to the general fund. 

The agreement to replace the ex-
isting line with a 14-inch line, which 
is 2 inches greater in diameter than 
required by city code, will facilitate an-
ticipated development all the way from 
the Redstone Avenue intersection with 
Okaloosa Lane in the east to the area 
around Lowe’s home improvement 
store in the west, Steele said. 

The developers of Bishop’s Land-
ing, which is planned for the south side 
of Redstone about halfway between 
the schools and State 85, will fund the 
plans, permitting and engineering di-
rection for the new sewer line, Steele 
said. The new line installation would 
become a city Public Works project, 
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With the signing of a letter 
dated May 14, Crestview Mayor 
David Cadle took one of the 
fi rst steps toward rolling back 
or eliminating some of the im-
pact fees that some city admin-
istrators and area developers 
say are impediments to devel-
opment in the community.

“This is to provide notice 
that the city council of the 
city of Crestview has elected 
to withdraw from the 2008 In-
terlocal Agreement for Public 
School Facility Planning,” the 
letter began. “The city’s with-
drawal will become effective on 
June 22, 2012.”

On the advice of consultant 
Jack Dorman, the city took the 
step, with a unanimous vote of 

the city council at its May 14 
meeting, “so as to eliminate 
Public Schools Concurrency 
requirement from its compre-
hensive plan and land develop-
ment regulations,” the letter 
stated.

At a previous council meet-
ing, Dorman had explained to 
the council that the city must 
opt out of the 2008 agreement 
on school concurrency and go 
back to the 2003 agreement, 
which was never rescinded, be-
cause the 2008 agreement re-
quires school concurrency, but 
the 2003 agreement does not.

“The 2011 Legislature 
passed sweeping changes,” 
Dorman said. “Among them 
was the opportunity to opt out 
from school concurrency. In or-
der to do that, one of the things 

Eliminating school concurrency will reduce developers’ fees
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HOLT — The Blackwater 
Fisheries and Development 
Center west of Holt is the 
second largest fi sh hatchery 
in the state of Florida.

From 2000 to 2011, the fa-
cility, which operates under 
the umbrella of 

the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commis-
sion, raised and released 
into Florida’s public rivers 
and lakes more than 6.3 mil-
lion striped bass and hybrid 
bass, and more than 2 mil-
lion largemouth bass, bream 
and catfi sh.

This year the hatchery, 
nestled in Blackwater State 
River Forest, also shipped 

fi sh to Alabama and Mis-
sissippi and supplied 

fi ngerlings to 
the U.S. 

Fish 

and Wildlife Service. In past 
years, striped bass from 
the fi shery have also been 
released in Louisiana and 
Georgia rivers to help rees-
tablish the species in those 
waters.

“We pretty much produce 
all the game freshwater fi sh 
species,” FWC Biological 
Administrator David Yea-
ger said. “It pretty much 
depends on what requests 
we get each year from 
biologists.”

Wednesday morning, 
FWC Technician Bill Arnold 

Stocking Florida’s 
lakes and rivers

See HATCHERY A3

Shoal River 
Middle School 
is viewed 
through the 
portico of 
neighboring 
Riverside 
Elementary 
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of Crestview 
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the process to 
eliminate school 
concurrency 
fees that 
might have 
mandated local 
developers 
pay fees to 
support school 
construction. 
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COMMISSION 
MEETING: The 
Okaloosa County Board 
of Commissioners’ next 
public board meeting 
is at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
June 5, in the commission 
chambers of the 
Crestview Courthouse, 
101 E. James Lee Blvd.

AquaGreen, the 
company submitting the 
Request for Proposal 
for the Okaloosa Island 
Property, will present it. 
The board has the option 
of making a final decision 
concerning the RFP at the 
meeting, and the public is 
encouraged to attend or 
participate.  

For an agenda, 
previous meeting 
summaries or a meeting 
calendar, please visit 
www.okaloosafl.com. 

AMENDMENT 
TO CITY AGENDA: A 
special meeting is at 6 
p.m. Tuesday, May 29, at 
City Hall on Wilson Street, 
Crestview. The council 
will discuss reconsidering 
authorization of the hiring 
of a building official. 

BENEFIT LUNCH: 
A fundraiser for liver 
transplant patient Wanda 

Thompson is from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. June 1 at 
Full Gospel Tabernacle 
at the corner of Texas 
Parkway and Eight Street 
in Crestview. 

Chicken and 
dumplings, green beans, 
dessert and bread will 
be served for donations. 
Take out is available or 
plates can be delivered 
to Crestview businesses 
with a minimum of five 
orders. To place an order, 
call Janet at 537-8272 or 
Jeanmarie at 683-1907.
Wanda Thompson will 
have to make frequent 
trips to Miami’s Jackson 
Memorial Hospital for 
monitoring and follow ups 
until her transplant.

THE CHESSHER 
FAMILY REUNION is 
Saturday, May 26, at the 
Baker Recreation Center 
on U.S. Highway 4. Hours 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with 
dinner at noon. Please 
bring a favorite meal to 
share with everyone.

FIRST TUESDAY: 
“Curing ADD/ODD/DVD 
Behavior in Children” 
with Dr. Peter Oas is the 
subject of the 10:30 a.m. 
First Tuesday Lecture 

on June 5 at the library, 
1445 Commerce Drive 
Crestview. Coffee and 
cookies  are served at 10 
a.m. 

Call 682-4432 for more 
information.

BACCALAUREATE 
AND GRADUATION 
TIMES are listed below.

• BAKER SCHOOL 
- Baccalaureate, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 30, in the 
school auditorium, 1369 
14th St. Graduation, 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 31, at 
the school.

• LAUREL 
HILL SCHOOL - 
Baccalaureate, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 30, at 
First Baptist Church of 
Laurel Hill, 3972 Second 
Ave. Graduation, 6 p.m. 
Friday, June 1, at the 
school, 8078 4th St.

• CRESTVIEW 
HIGH SCHOOL - 
Baccalaureate, 6 p.m. 
Thursday, May 31, at 
Woodlawn Baptist Church, 
824 N. Ferdon Blvd., 
Crestview. Graduation, 8 
p.m. June 1 at the school, 
1250 N. Ferdon Blvd.

JUNE 9 PAGEANT: 
The 2012 Miss Crestview 
Kings & Queens Pageant 

is at 2 p.m. Saturday, June 
9, at the Crestview High 
School auditorium, N. 
Ferdon Blvd.

The deadline to enter 
is noon on June 2.

For information call 
974-0220, 682-6129 or 
682-21754, or download 
an application at 
events-md.com.

CANCER BENEFIT: 
A fundraiser for Morgan 
Murray is from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Saturday, June 9, 
at the Old Spanish Trail 
pavilion softball field on 
Stillwell Blvd., Crestview. 
Raffle tickets are being 
sold for $1 each. To donate 
prizes, please do so by 
June 1. A charity softball 
tournament is also 
scheduled on the day of 
the fundraiser. The entry 
fee is $150 per team. Food 
snacks and drinks will be 
available for purchase. All 
proceeds will go direct to 
the Murray family. 

Further donations 
can be made at Regions 
Bank, Account 0164693333 
(four threes). For details, 
call Michele, 398-6614; 
Rachel, 974-0898; Danieal, 
305-2832, or Mary Beth, 
428-3031. For more 
information, visit www.
nwfdailynews.com/
articles/cancer-49032-girl-
.html.

YARD AND CRAFT 
SALE: Area artist and 
craft exhibitors are 
invited to participate 
in the Indoor Yard and 
Craft Sale on June 2 at 
the Okaloosa County 
Extension Office, 5450 Old 
Bethel Road, Crestview. 
Booth space is available 
for only $20 registration. 
Please send registration 
fee along with information 
on what you will be selling 
to: HCE Sale, 5479 Old 
Bethel Road, Crestview, 
FL 32536-5513. 

Space is available 
inside and outside. Call 
early for best location. 
For further information or 
to receive a registration 
packet, call 689-5850 or 
email ecourtne@ufl.edu.

URGENT CARE 
REMAINS OPEN: The 
1502 S. Ferdon Blvd. office 
of Crestview Urgent Care 
is still open for business, 
despite the “for lease” 
sign outside the building. 
The office will close for 
one day in June to move 
behind Dunkin Donuts in 
Crestview. 

BIKER SUNDAYS: 
American Legion Post No. 
75 hosts a series of Biker 
Sundays from 1 to 4 p.m. 
at 898 U.S. Highway 90 E. 
in Crestview to support 
the post and its veterans 
programs. 

Scheduled days and 
bands performing are 
as follows: June 10, Juke 
Joint Willie; June 24, Grey 
Wolf. 

Hamburgers and hot 

dogs with baked beans 
and potato salad will be 
served for $5 per plate. 
Pool use is free and there 
will be special happy hour 
prices.

For details call 
689-3195.

BLOOD DRIVES: 
Northwest Florida Blood 
Center is hosting the 
following North Okaloosa 
blood drives:

May 27, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
First United Methodist 
Church, 599 Eighth Ave., 
Crestview.

May 29, 12-5 p.m., Wal-
Mart Crestview. Free gift 
card for all donors.

May 31, 1-5 p.m., 
Sacred Heart Medical 
Group, 550 Redstone Ave., 
Crestview.

CARVER-HILL 
MEETINGS: The 
Concerned Citizens of 
Crestview group meets 
the first Thursday of every 
month at 5:30 p.m. at 
Allen Park on McClelland 
Street, Crestview. The 
Carver-Hill Memorial & 
Historical Society meets 
on the first Tuesday of 
every month at 5:30 p.m. 
at the park. 

SONS OF ITALY: The 
Order Sons Of Italy In 
America has a chapter in 
Crestview. All people of 
American-Italian heritage 
are welcome to join. Meet 
new friends and make 
lasting friendships as you 
continue to enhance the 
cultural contributions 
Italians have made before 
and since their arrival 
on the shores of this 
wonderful experience 
called America. For 
additional information, 
call 585-3166.

TOASTMASTERS: 
The Crestview 
Toastmasters meet 
the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month 
from 6-7 p.m. in Room 6 
at Troy University, 650 S. 
Pearl Street, Crestview. 
The club is a learn-by-
doing workshop where 
members practice 
speaking skills in a 
relaxed atmosphere. 
The person with strong 
speaking skills has an 
advantage in today’s 
competitive job market. 
Call Clara Dunham at 
803-4488 and join them 
in learning how to speak 
with confidence and say 
what you mean.

ZUMBA CLASSES: 
Crestview Church of the 
Nazarene hosts Zumba 
every Thursday from 6:30-

7:30 p.m. at 395 Aplin Road 
in Crestview. Taught by 
certified instructors, the 
class costs $5 per person. 
For more information, 
please go to www.
crestviewnazarene.com.

SENIORS VS. 
CRIME: Okaloosa County 
Seniors vs. Crime is a 
special project under 
the Florida Attorney 
General’s Office to assist 
senior citizens who 
believe that someone 
has taken advantage of 
them. Hours are 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, except 
holidays, at 296 S. Ferdon 
Blvd., Crestview, in suite 
8. For more information or 
to report a scam, call 306-
3176. The organization’s 
email address is 
okaloosacountysvc@
yahoo.com.

DANCERS WANTED: 
The Filipino American 
Association of Okaloosa 
County is looking for 
people of all ages to 
perform in their annual 
cultural folk art dance 
this September. For more 
information, call Annie 
Cameron at 586-1552.

GENEALOGY 
MEETINGS: The 
Genealogical Society of 
Okaloosa County meets 
every second Saturday 
at Heritage Museum, 115 
Westview Ave., Valparaiso, 
across from the city 
park. For details, contact 
Martha Trau at 259-4351.

FOSTER AGENCY 
IN NEED OF BEDS: 
Lakeview Center’s 
Families First Network 
is in need of beds for 
children in protective 
services. Bunk beds, twin 
beds and toddler beds 
are needed to help local 
families. Beds do not have 
to be new, just in good 
condition. If you have 
beds that you would like 
to donate please contact 
Elsie Green at 833-3840 or 
585-1368. 

MASONS: Mt. Ewell 
Lodge No. 131 of Free and 
Accepted Masons meets 
at 7 p.m. on the second 
and fourth Mondays 
of each month on U.S. 
Highway 198, Baker. 

REPUBLICAN 
WOMEN: The Spanish 
Trail Republican Women 
Federated meets at 11:30 
a.m. the third Tuesday 
of the month at Ryan’s 
in south Crestview. New 
members are welcome. 
Details: Joan Hubers, 
682-0817.
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A north Crestview res-
idence sustained an esti-
mated $32,000 in damage 
Wednesday afternoon 
when an unattended 
pot left cooking on the 
stove burst into flame. 
The Crestview Fire De-
partment and the North 
Okaloosa Fire District 
responded to the fire on 
Jones Road near Crest-
view High School.

A woman suffered 
second-degree burns to 
her right hand when she 
tried to smother the fire 
by throwing a dry towel 

over it, according to an 
incident report. The tow-
el also caught fire. 

The woman and a 
Crestview firefighter 
who suffered from heat-
related stress were 
transported by Okaloosa 
EMS ambulance to the 
North Okaloosa Medical 
Center.

Crestview Assistant 
Fire Chief Cedric Peter-
son reported the fire was 
confined to the kitchen 
area, but the house 
was filled with smoke. 
Upon responding, an at-
tack team of firefighters 
“vented the kitchen win-
dow and extinguished the 
visible fire,” according to 

the incident report.
Firefighters had to 

contend with “medium 
smoke and low visibil-
ity” in the home as they 
made their way to the 
kitchen, the incident re-
port states.

“Continuing to feel 
heat and noting fire dam-
age in close proximity 
to the ceiling and walls 
throughout the kitchen, 
the interior crew made 
access holes in the ceil-
ing and walls to check 
for damage,” the report 
states. “The fire was kept 
out of the attic.” 

“It was bad, but it has 
been worse,” Peterson 
said.

House sustains $32K in fire damage;
‘unattended cooking’ cited as cause

 To report news, for information, subscriptions and advertising, call 682-6524.
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was preparing for a 6.5-
hour drive to Webster, lo-
cated between Gainesville 
and Tampa, to pick up a 
load of 50,000 catfish fin-
gerlings, some of which will 
be used this fall to stock 
ponds at Twin Hills Park in 
Crestview.

His destination was the 
Florida Bass and Conserva-
tion Center, the state’s larg-
est fish hatchery, which is 
also an FWC facility.

While the Holt facility 
houses brood fish that sup-
ply just about all the striped 
and hybrid bass for the state, 
the hatchery in Webster 
handles catfish.

“We produce fry (pre-fin-
gerling stage fish) here and 
ship the fry out to our hatch-
ery in South Florida, just like 
they produce catfish and 
ship catfish up here,” Yea-
ger said.

On Wednesday, Arnold’s 
conundrum was how to keep 
the 2-inch-long catfish fin-
gerlings he planned to bring 
back — each weigh about 15 
grams  — from eating the 
3-gram bass fry requested 
by Auburn University for ge-
netics work.

The 800-gallon aerated 
tank mounted on a flatbed 
pickup truck Arnold planned 
to transport the fish in only 
has one compartment.

“I’m just going to have to 
bag the small ones up,” Ar-
nold said.

A main focus of the 
hatchery is the reproduction 
of striped bass used to re-
establish populations in the 
Blackwater, Yellow, Apala-
chicola, Ochlocknee and 
Choctawhatchee rivers.

Brood fish are kept in 
ponds or large vats where 
the water temperature and 
light are regulated to stimu-
late spawning cycles. 

Once the female striped 
bass reach the spawning 
stage and their eggs are 
ready, the fish are injected 
with a hormone that causes 
the eggs to develop. The 
eggs are released 24 to 36 
hours after injection and are 
fertilized by three striped 
bass males to ensure bio-
logical diversity.

“A 15- to 20-pound fish 
sometimes will give us a mil-
lion eggs,” Yeager said. “We 
normally average between 
50 percent and 80 percent 
fertilization rate.”

Once the striped bass fry 
reach the fingerling stage 
they are put into one of 16 
outdoor ponds where they 
will stay until they are big 
enough to be released.

The program has proved 
successful. Striped bass vir-
tually disappeared from the 
Blackwater and Yellow riv-
ers earlier this century. 

Beginning in 1987 striped 
bass fingerlings were re-
leased into Blackwater Riv-
er and in Yellow River begin-

ning in 1990.
The efforts have paid off, 

said Brant Peacher, who 
grew up fishing local rivers 
with his father and owns 
Emerald Coast Fishing, a 
Pensacola-based fishing 
guide service.

“The last two or three 
years, the striped bass fish-
ing has been great,” Peach-
er said. “It looks like the fish 
hatchery has done a great 
job with stocking the fish.”

“I’m excited about it be-
cause, by far 2011 and early 
2012 have had the best strip-
er fishing I have ever seen. 
I’m really excited about 
what the future holds for our 
area.”

Yeager said catching a 
20-pound striped bass out of 
Blackwater River “is fairly 
common now,” with anglers 
starting to catch some 30-
pound fish.

In addition to striped 
bass, the hatchery raises: 
hybrid, or Sunshine bass, 
which is a cross between 
a female white bass and 
a male striped bass; two 
types of largemouth bass, 
the Panhandle strain and 
the Suwannee strain, the 
latter of which is native to 
waters from the Suwannee 
River west to around Talla-
hassee; and the shoal bass, 
a cousin to the largemouth 
bass found primarily in the 
Chipola River.

The fish are only re-

leased in their native 
waters.

“We wouldn’t take 
brood fish from here and 
stock them over in the Su-
wannee,” Yeager said. “If 
there is a lake in that area 
that needs to be stocked, 
it would be with brood fish 
from that area.”

The center also man-
ages and stocks Bear and 
Hurricane lakes in Santa 
Rosa County, Karick Lake 
in Okaloosa County, Juni-
per Lake near DeFuniak 
Springs, Lake Victor in 
Holmes County and Lake 
Stone in Escambia County.
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cooperation from page A1
which Steele’s department 
would bid out and have 
constructed. 

Beach Community 
Bank, which wants to 
develop property it had 
acquired on the site of 
the old flea market near 
Lowe’s, would pay for the 
project in exchange for a 
tax cap, Steele said. Dur-
ing the August meeting, 
Steele explained that the 
city benefits from a new 
sewer line and gets new 
sewer customers without 
having to allocate any city 
money. 

Steele stressed to coun-
cil members that in order 
for the project to be under-
taken, all four parties had 

to commit to it.
“Like we told them, if 

we don’t do this, it’s not go-
ing to happen,” Steele said 
at the August meeting. 
“The likelihood of this hap-
pening, if we don’t partici-
pate in it, is slim to none, to 
use their (the developers’) 
words.”

Wing said the city seeks 
to partner with the pri-
vate sector whenever pos-
sible to facilitate growth 
while decreasing the city’s 
infrastructure costs to 
taxpayers. 

“I wish those kind of 
deals worked well for ev-
erybody and everything,” 
Wing said. “We always look 
for those opportunities 

on other projects, not just 
sewer and water.

“This was a good deal 
all the way around for ev-
erybody. We were able to 
move forward with a proj-
ect we would not otherwise 
be able to do. It was just a 
real good win-win situation 
for everybody. Fortunately, 
it was financially beneficial 
for all four parties.” 

“It’s a great sense of 
partnership, and that’s 
the way things need to 
be in today’s economy,” 
Mayor David Cadle said. 
“If we can get these public 
and private partnerships 
we can get much better 
infrastructure for our 
citizens.” 

School from page A1

BRIAN HUGHES | Crestview News Bulletin

The City of Crestview, two developers and Beach Community Bank are 
working together to replace an aging sewer line so that land north of Lowe’s 
(to the right of the store in this photo) will be able to be developed.  

hatchery from page A1

we have to do is get out of 
the 2008 agreement.”

The letter signed by 
Cadle assures area schools 
that “the city will continue 
to coordinate and cooperate 
with the Okaloosa School 
District…pursuant to the 
2003 Interlocal Agreement 
for Public School Facility 
Planning until such time as 
a new agreement has been 
executed by the city and 
the school board.”

What does the agree-
ment commit the city to? 
Not much, Dorman said. 
“Having interlocal agree-
ments was never a real 
issue locally because we 
all get along,” he said, not-
ing that the problem areas 
were in Central and South 
Florida.

The Legislature’s 2011 
action reversed a mid-
decade mandate “that as 
school development is 
done, concurrency must 
also be done,” meaning 
developers had to support 
the cost of building new 
schools, along with assur-
ing sufficient infrastructure 
to meet the added demand 
their developments place 
on municipal services.

The requirement could 
add as much as $5,000 per 
unit to the cost of building a 

housing development, Dor-
man said.

“Crestview and the 
Florida League of Cities 
took a position opposing 
it,” Dorman said. “It turned 
out it was an economic ex-
pansion killer. It was killing 
because of the enormous 
cost involved affecting de-
sirable growth and devel-
opment…When developers 
saw the price tag, they sim-
ply walked away.”

Getting out of the 2008 
interlocal agreement 
with the Okaloosa County 
School District is easily ac-
complished, Dorman said, 
and is being amiably done 
by other county communi-
ties as well as Crestview.

“There’s an exit clause 
in the agreement, and 
Crestview has already 
done that,” Dorman said. 
“But there’s still a statute 
on the books that says we 
have to have an interlocal 
agreement. In 2003 we all 
executed an agreement. 
The 2008 agreement did 
not replace, abrogate or re-
peal the 2003 agreement.”

But reverting to the ear-
lier agreement as an inter-
im until a new agreement 
that does not include con-
currency is drafted is just 
one of many steps before 

the city can lawfully drop 
its school concurrency. 
The city must also change 
its comprehensive plan, in 
which school concurrency 
is included.

“Any action taken by 
a local government can’t 
conflict with the compre-
hensive plan,” Dorman 
cautioned. “To get out of 
school concurrency, you 
have to amend the plan. 
The same is true for trans-
portation concurrency.”

With the city’s with-
drawal from the 2008 in-
terlocal agreement with 
the school district, the pro-
cess to eliminate an impact 
fee that can potentially 
stymie development is of-
ficially underway. Dorman 
said the process, though 
streamlined by the 2011 
legislation, can still take 
up to half a year.

“Anytime you change 
your land development 
code or your compre-
hensive plan, it must go 
through the local plan-
ning agency,” Dorman 
explained. “Then it goes 
through the city council. 
Then it goes to Tallahas-
see. Then it comes back 
with any comments. Then 
we go through the process 
again.”

PHotoS By MICHAEL StEWARt | News Bulletin

Once these striped bass fingerlings reach this size, they are put in outdoor ponds 
until they are big enough to release in area rivers.

One of these 12-14 pound striped bass females is 
capable of producing up to 1 million eggs during the 
spawning season.
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Crestview citizens will 
pause Monday morning, 
May 28, to honor those 
members of our military 
who gave their lives for the 
nation during local Memo-
rial Day observances. The 
events are open to the 
public.

In preparation for 
Monday’s observances, 
members of the Disabled 
American Veterans Aux-
iliary, Crestview Unit No. 
57, will place flags on vet-
erans’ graves at Liveoak 
Park Cemetery on North 
Avenue.

Monday at 10 a.m., the 
Disabled American Veter-
ans Auxiliary will conduct 
a Memorial Day obser-

vance at Liveoak Park 
Memorial Cemetery. Oka-
loosa County Commission-
er Dave Parisot, a United 
States Air Force retiree, 
will be the guest speaker. 

Local churches, vet-
eran and civic organiza-
tions are invited to place 
a wreath at the memorial 
in the cemetery during the 
Disabled Veterans’ obser-
vance. Call Merallyn Mc-
Donald at 682-3666 if your 
organization would like to 
participate.

Following the Disabled 
Veterans’ observance 
Monday morning, mem-
bers of American Legion 
Post 75 will dedicate their 
“Flanders Field” to the 
memory of America’s war 
dead. For information 
about the dedication, call 
Linda at 652-4228.

In preparation, on May 
19, members of the post 
planted 500 crosses, 500 
small flags, 600 poppies 
and 200 large flags. A spe-

cial memorial to those 
missing in action or pris-
oners of war, featuring 
four small black and white 
POW/MIA flags, was cre-

ated in the field within a 
circle of crosses. 

The post’s memorial 
field was named for “In 
Flanders Fields,” a poem 

written in memory of 
World War I fallen by Lt. 
Col. John McCrae, a Cana-
dian medical corpsman in 
the British army.

Charles Friend, D.O.

Family Medicine 

Your Neighborhood 
Family Doctor

(850) 897-3678
www.NicevilleFamilyPractice.com 

Same day appointments ��� Walk-ins welcome

Most insurance accepted, 
including United Health & Champus

2074325 7270958

CALL FOR AN INSURANCE CHECK-UP.
Are you suffi ciently covered?

You’re in good hands.

24-Hour
Customer Service

Ed Overstreet
Exclusive Agent
Ed Overstreet Insurance

Allstate Insurance Company
887 S Ferdon Blvd, Crestview, FL 32536

Phone 850-682-6856
Fax 850-682-6942
edoverstreet@allstate.com
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3534100

(850) 682-2720
222 Cedar Avenue, Crestview, FL

• Laser Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Extractions
• Emergencies Accepted
• Insurance Filing Assistance

• In Offi ce Crowns
• Implants
• Root Canals
• Hours M-F 9 to 5
• Friday Appts Available

We are a military insurance provider:
We accept Met Life, United Concordia & Tricare Delta Dental.

ZOOM!TM Teeth Whitening System.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTSACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

www.cedarpearldentistry.com

Roy M. Nakaiye, DDS, P.A. 
GENERAL DENTISTGENERAL DENTIST

RoyRoy MMM M. NNNa Nak ikaikaiyeye, DDDD DDSSS, PAAPAP.A. 

• Laser Dent
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Extractions

• Implants
• Root Canals

tistry • In Offi ce CrownsL D tti t I Offi C

GENGENGE ERAAL DL DL DENTE IST

We appreciate the military and all they do!

2074883

Salutes You.
NEW would like to thank the  
men and women who make  
this country truly great;  
the men and women  
of the armed forces.  

To learn more about NEW visit newcorp.com/careers.

Special to the News Bulletin

Several roads will be 
blocked for today’s May Day 
events.

Following the May Day 
parade, which begins at 10 
a.m., McClelland Street will 
be reduced to southbound 
traffic only.

The following streets will 
be blocked at McClelland 
Street: West Walnut Avenue, 
West Griffith Avenue, West 
Edney Avenue, School Av-
enue, Hill Avenue, Blakely 
Avenue and Hayes Place. 
Duggan Avenue will be re-
duced to eastbound traffic 
only.

Beginning at 5:30, the 
following streets will be 
blocked or diverted for pe-
destrian safety during the 
night time festivities:

• West Walnut Avenue/
South Spring Street

• West Walnut Avenue/
South Savage Street

• West Walnut Avenue/

South Booker Street
• West Walnut Avenue/

South Lincoln Street
• West Walnut Avenue/

McDonald Street
• West Walnut Avenue/

McClelland Street.
• West Griffith Avenue/

McClelland Street.
• McClelland Street will 

be reduced to southbound 
traffic only.

• Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard will be re-
duced to westbound traffic 
only from Wilson Street to 
McClelland Street

Officers will monitor 
the intersections to pre-
vent entry to and exit from 
these streets. Parking will 
be permitted between the 
blocked intersections and 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Persons who 
are not attending the fes-
tivities are encouraged to 
avoid these areas to help 
prevent extended traffic 
delays.

Special to the News Bulletin

The Crestview Police 
Department will be par-
ticipating in the national 
Click-it or Ticket cam-
paign beginning Monday 
and ending June 3.

Every year, thousands 
of drivers and passengers 
are killed or seriously 
injured in accidents and 
many of those injured 
or killed are not wear-
ing seat belts, according 
to a department press 
release. 

“It has been proven 
time and again that seat 
belts save lives and great-
ly increase your chance 
of survival in a major ac-
cident,” the press release 
states.

Police officers across 
the nation will be watch-
ing for drivers, passen-

gers, and children who 
are not properly buckled 
or restrained. Officials 
cautioned that it is impor-
tant to note that proper 
use of seat belts is very 
important.

“The design of the seat 
belts was created to be 
worn specifically as indi-
cated in your vehicle’s op-
eration manual,” accord-
ing to the press release. 
“Persons that wear seat 
belts under their arms, 
behind their backs, or 
other configurations are 
not properly restrained, 
and are subject to being 
cited. Improper use of 
seat belts may worsen in-
juries in accidents, or re-
sult in restraint failure.

“The law requires the 
use of seat belts, so if you 
don’t click-it, then you get 
a ticket!”

Motorists traveling 
State Road 85 in Okaloosa 
County will encounter lane 
closures near the North-
west Florida Regional 
Airport Tuesday, May 29, 
through Saturday, June 
2.  North and southbound 
traffic will be reduced to 
one lane in each direction 
between 7:30 p.m. and 6 
a.m. 

The nightly lane clo-
sures will allow construc-
tion crews to work over-

head on the new flyover 
bridge structure that is 
under construction just 
east of the State 85/123 
intersection.

Construction activities 
are weather dependent 
and may be delayed or 
rescheduled in the event 
of inclement weather. For 
more information and the 
latest traffic advisories for 
the State 85/123 construc-
tion project, visit www.
SR85-123.com.

Special to the News Bulletin

The Okaloosa County 
commissioners, at the 
request of Tax Collector 
Ben Anderson, will form 
an Equity Study Com-
mission to discuss sim-
plifying business license 
classifications. 

County commissioners 
would like to have business 
people from throughout 
the county represented on 
the committee. Members 
of the Equity Study Com-
mission would meet to 
discuss how to simplify the 
current business licensing 

classification system. 
Anderson presented 

four potential categories 
at the May 17 commission 
meeting: regulated, non-
regulated, lodging estab-
lishment and food service 
establishment.  

Once the Equity Study 
Commission is ready to 
make recommendations 
to the Okaloosa Board 
of County Commission-
ers, a public hearing will 
be scheduled. Applicants 
should submit an email 
to Sandee Launch at 
slaunch@co.okaloosa.
fl.us or call 651-7515. 

Crestview area pauses to remember its military dead
Memorial Day observances

Following the publishing of the poem “In 
Flanders Fields,” the poppy has been a symbol 
of remembrance of war dead. Members of the 
American Legion planted 600 poppies in their 
“Flanders Field” this year.

Photos by bRIAN hUGhEs | News Bulletin

The American Legion Post 75 “Flanders Field” was 
planted in front of the post on May 19. It will be 
dedicated on Memorial Day. 

Roads to be blocked for 
May Day festivities

closUREs PlANNEd foR stAtE 85

sEAt bElt-UsE ENfoRcEmENt

stUdy sEEks to sImPlIfy  
bUsINEss lIcENsURE
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1147 S. FERDON BLVD., CRESTVIEW
(850) 682-3366

www.wiseequipment.com
6514961

WISE EQUIPMENT 
SALES & SERVICE

Gun
Show

June
2nd & 3rd 

Fort Walton BeachFort Walton Beach
FairgroundsFairgrounds

20
74

84
5

Sat  9 -5   Sun  10-4

Concealed
Weapons Class  

Sat/ Sun 11am or 2pm Floridagunshows.com

FREE

PARKING

www.leebuickgmc.com

Serving Northwest Florida

SINCE 1946
We’ll work hard to make you happy.

2012  GMC SIERRA 1500  CREW CAB Z60  HIGH PERFORMANCE

Standard Features Include:
� 5.3L V8 SFI Flexfuel with Active Fuel 
 Management
�  6 Speed Automatic Transmission
�  Heavy Duty Automatic Locking Rear 
 Differential
�  Heavy Duty Trailering Package
�  Heavy Duty Cooling Package
�  Z60 High-Performance Suspension 
 Package
�  Locking Tailgate with EZ Lift
�  Power Windows, Locks and Outside 
 Mirrors
�  OnStar with 6-month subscription

� SiriusXM Radio with 3-month 
 subscription
� Bluetooth Connectivity for Phone and 
 USB Port
� Fog Lamps
� Dual-Zone Automatic Air Conditioning
� 20” Chrome Clad Aluminum Wheels
� Chrome Door Handles and Mirror Caps
� Chrome Grille and Body Side Moldings
� 5-Year/100,000 Mile Powertrain 
 Limited Warranty
� Available Leather ($800 Extra)
�  Available 6” Chrome Oval Assist Steps 
   (Additional Cost; Shown)

Price includes all available rebates. You must trade a 1999 or newer vehicle. Prices don’t include tax, tag or $299 dealer fee. Please contact dealer for more details.

Hurry Ends
May 31, 2012

OUR BEST SIERRA EVER
OUR BEST DEAL EVER

$10,000
IN TOTAL
SAVINGS

2012 GMC
SIERRA Z60

STK# 12241

Z 6 0  S I E R R A  C r e w  C a b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3 8 , 2 9 5
3 Year Schedule Maintenance (Save $205) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1 5 5
Z 6 0  D i s c o u n t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - $ 2 , 0 0 0
C u s t o m e r  C a s h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - $ 3 , 0 0 0
Z 6 0  C u s t o m e r  C a s h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - $ 1 , 0 0 0
Tr a d e  A s s i s t  B o n u s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - $ 1 , 0 0 0
Le e  G M C  D i s c o u n t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - $ 2 , 0 4 5
MEMORIAL DAY BONUS CASH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -$750

To t a l  C o s t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2 8 , 6 5 5

click leebuickgmc.com call 850.682.2708 visit 4300 S Ferdon Blvd (SR 85) Crestview

Bonus cash on all new vehicles and
all used are priced to sell! 

Hurry sale ends 5/31/2012

MEMORIAL DAY SALE!

Special to the News Bulletin

A traveler without 
a penny in his pocket 
knocked on the 
door of an English 
pub called “George 
and the Dragon.” 
A woman opened 
the door. He asked, 
“Could I have a 
bit to eat?” The 
woman screamed 
at him and began 
to curse and 
criticize him. 
Finally she slammed the 
door in his face. 

He knocked again and 
the woman opened the 
door. The traveler said, 
“Now, could I have a few 
words with George?” The 
guy didn’t give up.

Have you ever wanted 
to give up on a project, a 
self-improvement regimen, 
a new way of looking at 
and living life? Did it seem 
so overwhelming that you 
“knew” it would never 
work, so you never even got 
off the ground?

It happens.
After the death and 

resurrection of Jesus, the 
disciples had seen Jesus 
on a couple of occasions. 

At fi rst this had given them 
hope that their ministry 
with Jesus was not over. 
But he wasn’t with them 

constantly as he had 
been before. When 
he did show up, he 
didn’t stay around 
for any great length 
of time. They were 
waiting for him to 
tell them what to do.

One day the 
disciples were 
sitting on the shore 
of the Sea of Tiberias 

– waiting. I can imagine 
Peter, who couldn’t stand to 
be idle, determined Jesus 
was not going to tell them 
what to do. So in frustration 
he said, “I’m going fi shing!”

It sounded as though he 
said, “I give up!” It sounded 
as though he decided he 
was going to return to his 
old way of life – the life 
he lived prior to meeting 
Jesus. Fishing was familiar. 
It was comfortable because 
he knew how to do it. As 
a fi sherman he knew his 
place in society. He could 
earn a living using the 
skills he had honed over 
the years. 

It sounded as though 
he would rather go back to 

his previous way of living, 
rather than move forward 
in his changed way of life.

Change is very 
challenging for most 
people. It stirs up 
uncomfortable feelings. 
Often a sense of wistfulness 
develops as we think about 
the way things used to be. 
The past was comfortable. 
It is the comfort of the 
familiar way of doing things 
that people long for, and to 
which they are drawn to 
return – for good or for ill.

In the middle of 
changing oneself, if the 
desire for comfort and lack 
of disruption is stronger 
than the benefi ts of the 
change, people will return 
to the previous pattern of 
living. “I give up” is the 
sentiment. It’s just too 
hard.

Frustration, lack of 
appreciation, not feeling 
fulfi lled, fear of failure, fear 
of success, guilt. Any of 
these can cause one to give 
up. I think a great deal of 
what caused Peter to give 
up was his sense of guilt 
for three times denying he 
knew Jesus when Jesus 
was arrested. I think it kept 
him from wanting to be a 

success for Jesus. So, Peter 
gave up and went fi shing. 
The disciples went with 
him. 

They fi shed all night and 
caught nothing. At dawn 
a stranger appeared on 
the beach. He called out 
to the disciples that they 
should cast their net to the 
right side of the boat. No 
one could think of a reason 
not to, so they did. To their 
utter amazement the net 
became so full of fi sh they 
couldn’t haul it in. Then 
John shouted out that the 
stranger was the Lord. 
Peter did a double take, 
and he, too, saw that it was 
Jesus. 

Peter immediately 
jumped into the water and 
swam to shore. A charcoal 
fi re was going, the smoke 
wafted through the cool 
morning air, and the fi sh 
was frying over the fi re. 
Together the disciples 
and Jesus ate the fi sh and 
bread.

When they fi nished 
eating, Jesus turned and 
said to Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me more 
than these?” Peter replied, 
“Yes, Lord; you know that 
I love you.” And Jesus said 

to him, “Feed my lambs.”
Without missing a beat, 

Jesus asked again if Peter 
loved him, and after Peter 
said that he did love him, 
Jesus said, “Tend my 
sheep.”

A third time, as though 
the question had not been 
asked, Jesus asked again 
about Peter’s love. Peter 
was hurt by this persistent 
questioning, and he blurted 
out, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus 
commanded him, once 
again, “Feed my sheep.” 

Why this repeated 
questioning? On one level, 
I believe Jesus was giving 
Peter the opportunity 
to cancel out the three 
cowardly denials he made 
after Jesus’ arrest. Peter 
affi rmed three times that 
he loves his Lord. Three 
denials, three affi rmations. 
The slate was wiped clean.

When Jesus asked the 
question the third time, 
how did Peter respond? 
He said in essence, “I give 
up. You know everything. 
You know that I love you.” 
Peter did not give up – as 
in quit. He gave up, as in 
giving it all over to Jesus. 

He gave up – he lifted up 
– his profession of love 
and faith in Jesus. He 
lifted up to Jesus a new 
assurance of following him 
and continuing his ministry. 
Peter gave up – he lifted up 
– to Jesus the guilt of his 
denial so he could claim his 
rightful place as a disciple 
of Jesus Christ.

How about you? Will you 
give up – not as in quitting, 
but as in lifting up to God 
– anything that gets in the 
way of your loving and 
serving the Lord? Doing 
your best, sticking with 
positive changes in spite of 
the challenges, is what we 
are each called to do.

The Rev. Mark 
Broadhead is pastor at 
Laurel Hill Presbyterian 
Church, Hill 8115 Fourth 
Street, Laurel Hill 
(652-2164), and First 
Presbyterian Church 
of Crestview, 492 N. 
Ferdon Blvd. (682-2835) 
at the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 90 and State 
Road 85 in the heart 
of Crestview. Sunday 
morning worship is at 9 
a.m. in Laurel Hill and 11 
a.m. in Crestview. Website: 
www.fpc-crestview.org. 

Faith

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL is from 5-8 p.m. 
Sunday, June 3, through 
6-9 p.m. Thursday, June 
7, at 4565 Live Oak 
Church Road, Crestview. 
Amazing Wonders 
Aviation is the theme. 
Family Night is at 6:30 
p.m. June 8. 

Bible studies, music, 
recreation and crafts will 
be featured. Call 682-5160 
or visit liveoakbc.net for 
details.

EGLIN CHAPEL: 
The Eglin Chapel Center, 
202 N. 8th St., Eglin Air 

Force Base, will sponsor 
the Ultimate Day Camp, 
June 18-22 for children 
that have completed 
grades one through six. 
Cost is $70 for active duty 
children and $90 for non-
active duty children.  To 
obtain a discount code, 
please call the chapel at 
882-2111. 

Come “Ride the Wave” 
this summer with Eglin 
Protestant youths of 
the Chapel, for youths 
grades 4-12. Meeting 
dates are June 10, July 8, 
and Aug. 12 at the Eglin 

Youth Center. There will 
be lessons at each grade 
level, crafts, bonding 
activities, fun games, 
and much more. Doors 
open at noon. Lunch is 
served at 12:30 p.m. and 
ends at 4:30 p.m. For 
more information please 
contact coordinator 
Weyana Cook at weyana.
cook@cox.net.

SUMMER KICK 
OFF: First United 
Pentecostal Church of 
Niceville’s luau-themed 
Summer Kick Off for 
people of all ages is at 2 

p.m. Sunday, June 10, at 
the church (1217 Finck 
Road). The free event is 
in lieu of regular Sunday 
services. The Rev. Larry 
Webb, pastor at First 
Apostolic Church of 
Milton, is guest speaker.

Food, games, and 
indoor and outdoor 
activities include 
volleyball, Christian 
karaoke, praise singing 
and outdoor games for 
the children. For more 
information or directions, 
contact Pastor Harley 
Moye Jr. at 678-2970. 

REV. MARK 
BROADHEAD
From the Pulpit

Positive change, despite the challenges

Church BRIEFS
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www.bankccb.com
225 E. Three Notch St.

Andalusia
(334) 222-2561

609 Florala Hwy.
Opp

(344) 493-2259

1290 North Ferdon Blvd.
Crestview

(850) 682-0484

Member FDIC

CCB proudly honors those who 
serve our community every day.

Community
Hero Checking
Special fi nancial products and services for:

• Military Personnel (active & retired)

• Educators

• Firefi ghters

• Law Enforcement Offi cers

• HealthcareWorkers

• Emergency Service Workers

Contact your local branch for details.

6514406

Bring this coupon in from 12:00pm-3:00pm 
on May 29th and Buy one ball of yarn and get 
another of equal or lesser value 50% off!

**Bring the coupon in between May 30th and June 15th
and get 20% off your purchase.

Please join us for a Ribbon Cutting
for Elite Yarns, LLC

“Express your inner yarn Artist”
Date: Tuesday, May 29, 2012  Time: 12:00pm

Where: 290 N. Main Street Call: 682-9276

Store Hours: Monday 12:00 - 6:00pm
Tuesday - Friday 10:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

By JUSTIN HEINZE 
Northwest Florida Daily News

Jerome Couch-Parrish, 
the man who allegedly 
stabbed his wife several 
times in the chest in their 
Crestview home in April, 
has been indicted on a 
charge of first-degree pre-
meditated murder with a 
weapon.

“A decision hasn’t been 

made whether or not to 
pursue the death penalty,” 
said Robert Elmore, as-
sistant state attorney for 
the First Judicial Court. 
“Our office has a commit-
tee that reviews carefully 
each case.”

The death penalty is a 
possibility in all first-de-
gree murder cases.

Couch-Parrish, 32, 
had a history of domestic 

violence leading up to the 
incident resulting in the 
death of his 28-year-old 
wife, Alissa Couch. He had 
been in and out of jail since 
1996.

Just five hours before 
Couch’s body was discov-
ered at 12:30 p.m. on Sun-
day, April 24, law enforce-
ment had been dispatched 
to the couple’s residence 
at 308 First Ave. E. Couch 

stated that her husband 
had violated a no-con-
tact order, but authorities 
could not find one on re-
cord. They left after telling 
her how to obtain one.

Neighbors stated that 
Couch had run across the 
street to their house at 2:30 
in the morning a month 
before her death, bare-
foot and screaming, ap-
parently after a domestic 

disturbance.
Couch-Parrish placed 

the initial call to law en-
forcement at 11 a.m. on 
April 24. He claimed that 
Couch had left the home af-
ter cutting him on his pinky 
finger with a knife, and that 
he did not want to pursue 
charges against her.

He called an hour later 
and said, “Officers should 
put me in handcuffs be-

cause something bad has 
happened.”

Officers found Couch’s 
body under a comforter in 
her bedroom with multiple 
defensive knife wounds. 
Four bloody knives were 
found in the home.

The couple had three 
children together. Couch-
Parrish remains at the 
Okaloosa County Jail un-
der no bond.

Law Enforcement

By WENDY VICTORA
wvictora@nwfdailynews.com

LAUREL HILL – A man 
accused of burglarizing 
the Laurel Hill City Hall 
last December has been 
arrested. 

Brandon Lee Hen-
derson, 25, was arrested 

May 17 and is charged 
with felony burglary and 
a misdemeanor charge of 
criminal mischief, accord-
ing to his Okaloosa Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office arrest 
report.  He is scheduled  
to appear in court June 
26.

On Dec. 13 city em-

ployees arrived at work 
to find that the building 
had been burglarized. A 
door into the fire depart-
ment had been kicked in 
and the petty cash bag — 
containing $126.24 — was 
missing. 

The same day, a citi-
zen informant told sher-

iff ’s office investigators 
that a Laurel Hill man 
had been burglarizing 
properties and trading in 
stolen goods to support a 
drug addiction, according 
to the report. 

Three days later, in-
vestigators learned 
that Henderson had ex-

changed some rolled 
coin currency for crack 
cocaine, the report said. 
Some of the missing petty  
cash had been rolled 
coins. 

Henderson told a sher-
iff ’s office investigator 
that he was responsible 
for the damage to Laurel 

Hill City Hall, the report 
states, and that the bur-
glary was a result of his 
drug abuse and that he 
needed help for his drug 
addiction. 

Henderson was also 
charged with the Jan. 11 
burglary of a Laurel Hill 
home. 

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS BULLETIN

The Choctawhatchee Bay chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
presented a Good Citizenship Award to Cadet Brandon Jennings of the 
Crestview Police Department’s Explorer Post No. 243. Shown from left to 
right are Patty Cogdal, chapter member; Joyce Harrington, National Defense 
chairman; Dotty Burdick, regent, and Cadet Jennings.

By KAREN SZULCZEWSKI
Special to the News Bulletin

karens@nwfl.bbb.org

The state of Florida 
continues to be a hotbed 
for fraud and identity theft. 
In 2011, Florida received 
the most complaints of 
identity theft per capita in 
the U.S., according to re-
search by the Consumer 
Sentinel Network. The re-
search also showed that 11 
Florida cities ranked in the 
top 50 metropolitan areas 
in the country for identity 
theft complaints. 

The network found that 
Florida residents lost more 
than $95 million to frauds, 
second only to California.

“Unfortunately, the 
numbers aren’t surpris-
ing,” said Norman Wright, 
president and CEO of the 
BBB|Northwest Florida. 
“Florida has large numbers 
of both senior citizens and 
military service members, 
and both populations are 
prime targets for identity 
thieves and scammers.” 

Fraud along the Gulf 

Coast remains prevalent. 
Despite their relatively 
smaller populations, Pen-
sacola, Panama City, Fort 
Walton Beach and Talla-
hassee all ranked in the top 
150 metropolitan cities for 
fraud across the country. 

Gulf Coast consumers 
should particularly be wary 
of debt collection scams, 
the most common of all 
fraud complaints in Florida 
last year. A debt collection 
scam typically involves a 
person posing as a debt 
collector, demanding mon-
ey for an outstanding debt 
that may or may not actu-
ally be owed. The scammer 
hopes that harassment 
and fear cause the person 
to pay without checking all 
the facts. 

These numbers mean 
that consumers must con-
tinue to be diligent. 

• Start with bbb.org 
to get a BBB Business 
Review on any business 
you’re considering hiring, 
especially if they contact 
you first. 

• Take precautions to 

protect your information 
online: use secure pass-
words, keep anti-virus and 
anti-spyware current, and 
do not respond to emails 
asking you to “verify” your 
personal information. 

• Offline, minimize 
the personal information 
that’s imprinted on your 
checks, don’t carry around 
more credit cards than are 
necessary, don’t leave sen-
sitive mail sitting in an un-
locked mailbox, and shred 
any sensitive documents 
you no longer need.

• Monitor your ac-
counts regularly for any 
unauthorized transactions 
and report any errors 
immediately. 

• Get a free copy of 
your credit report from 
each of the three credit 
bureaus every year. www.
annualcreditreport.com is 
the only official site to help 
consumers get a free copy 
of their credit report.

For additional informa-
tion and advice you can 
trust to protect your iden-
tity, start with bbb.org.

Crestview man indicted for murder of wife

Laurel Hill man charged with burglary of city hall

dAUgHTERS Of THE AmERICAN REvOLUTION Florida battles identity theft

David Lloyd Cudney, 
33, of  544 N. 
Main St., Crest-
view, (formerly 
of 3101 S. Fer-
don Blvd., Room 
217) is regis-
tered as a sexu-
al predator with 
the Okaloosa 
County Sheriff ’s 
Office.

Cudney weighs 168 

pounds and is 5 feet, 10 
inches tall. A white 
male with brown 
hair and brown eyes, 
he was convicted 
in August, 2007 in 
Santa Rosa County 
of lewd or lascivious 
molestation of a vic-
tim younger than 12 
by an offender 18 or 
older. 

Under the Public Safe-

ty Act of 1997, The Oka-
loosa County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice (689-5705, www.sher-
iff-okaloosa.org) must 
inform the community of 
the presence of a sexual 
predator within 48 hours 
of being notified by the 
Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement (Sexu-
al Offender/Predator Unit 
Web site - www.fdle.state.
fl.us).

In October of last year, 
the Okaloosa County 
Sheriff ’s Office began us-
ing social media to garner 
increased attention for 
agency cold cases involv-
ing murders and/or miss-
ing persons.

The first installment of 
Cold Case Chronicles pro-
filed the slaying of 71-year 
old Jewel Summerlin Mel-
vin of Crestview. Melvin 
was found savagely beaten 
to death inside her house 
west of the city in May 

1998. 
Melvin’s car, which had 

been stolen and abandoned 
in a field in Holt, was recov-
ered by officers. 

The video for the this 
case is available for viewing 
at youtu.be/IPq07RZgyK8.

SExUAL PREdATOR NOTIfICATION

dAvId 
CUdNEy

THE fIRST SHERIff’S OffICE CHRONICLES
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3028493

Fowler’s
Septic Tanks

Septic Tank Installations • Septic Tank Repairs
Pump Outs • Drain Line Repairs

Grease Trap Pump Outs

Ph: 850.682.5233 or 850.892.3852
Fax: 850.682.9679

QUICK RELIABLE SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE
Family Owned and Operated 
Trammel, CharMel & Timmy

C A L L  A N Y T I M E  D A Y  O R  N I G H T

Serving the
community since
1978.

WE SUPPORT ALL OUR
VETERANS AND TROOPS

Now Accepting

By BRIAN HUGHES
682-6524 | @cnbBrian

brianh@crestviewbulletin.com

Crestview High School and 
Laurel Hill School’s gradua-
tions have nudged the first of the 
city’s new First Friday Fests a 
day later to Saturday, June 2. The 
Main Street Crestview Associa-
tion-sponsored festival series was 
due to launch the day before, but 
organizers didn’t want to conflict 
with high school seniors’ rite of 
passage.

Kicking off the three summer 
festivals (the next ones will be 
July 6 and Aug. 3) is the return 
of the popular King of the Wings 
contest enjoyed at last year’s July 
Music & Art on Main Street fes-
tival. Local restaurants and food 
stores will compete to see which 

establishment takes home the tro-
phy for the best chicken wings, as 
chosen by popular vote.

The public will also be able 
to peruse the wares of local ven-
dors, enjoy original art on display 
and for sale by regional artists, as 
well as a classic car cruise-in on 
Main Street, organizers said. The 
downtown Fred Astaire Dance 
Studio will sponsor a dance con-
test as well. Couples may register 
during the festival.

The series of summer festivals 
moved from the second to the first 
Friday of June, July and August 
after Milton gave up hosting a fes-
tival series of the same name this 
year. Main Street Crestview hopes 
to lure many of the vendors who 
might otherwise have attended 
the Milton event, organizers said.

During the June 2 festival, at-

tendees will enjoy live music and, 
for a $10 wristband, will get to en-
joy all the wings they want while 
supplies last. After sampling the 
fare from all the wing vendors, 
wing connoisseurs will then get to 
vote for their favorite to determine 
who will be King of the Wings.

Organizing the First Friday 
Fest series is part of Main Street 
Crestview’s efforts to achieve fi-
nancial independence as directed 
by the Crestview City Council, sit-
ting as the Community Redevelop-
ment Agency board, as a condition 
for the CRA to fund Main Street 
program manager Ryan Arvay’s 
salary. Two months later the CRA 
voted to withdraw its agreement. 
Arvay now works on a part-time 
basis.

Upcoming First Friday Fests 
will feature performances by the 

Big Red Machine, which 
triumphantly represent-
ed the city at the Rose 
Parade in Pasadena, 
and the high school 
chorus that re-
cently returned 
from a perfor-
mance tour of 
Toronto.

The June 
2 festival 
runs from 
4-9 p.m. 
on Main 
Street in 
historic 
downtown 
Crestview. 
There is no admission fee. 
For information visit www.
mainstreetcrestview.org or call 
689-3722.

A dAy lAte but more fun

By BRIAN HUGHES
682-6524 | @cnbBrian

brianh@crestviewbulletin.com

The Crestview High 
School chorus recently re-
turned from a successful 
tour of Toronto, where the 
43 students who made the 
trip sang at several differ-
ent venues while experi-
encing a bit of our north-
ern neighbors’ hospitality 
and culture. 

The trip began with 
a visit to Niagara Falls, 
where the students and 
adult chaperones jostled 
for the perfect vantage 
point to see and photo-
graph the renowned land-
mark. And though the ex-
cursion came at the end of 
April, the Floridians had 
an extra, unplanned treat 
when they awoke to a gen-
tle snowfall on one of their 
first mornings in Canada.

“The kids were going 
crazy,” accompanist Leon 
Curenton Jr. said. “They 
were all running around 
outside taking pictures.”

A trip up the CN Tower, 
designated by the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engi-
neers as one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Modern 
World, gave the Bulldogs 
a breathtaking view of To-
ronto. During free periods, 
the kids split into smaller 
groups for explorations of 
the dynamic city with ac-
companying chaperones.

But there was more to 
the trip than sightseeing. 
The group went to Canada 
to sing.

“Our Toronto perfor-
mance tour was a great 
success,” Crestview High 
Choral Music Director 
Kevin Lusk said. “Our 43 
students performed a 30-
minute program at Casa 
Loma, a castle built in 
the early 1900s. We sang 
in the very large library 
while tourists passed 
through or stopped and 

listened. Some even took 
us home on their videos 
and cameras.”

Lusk said the Crestview 
students also performed 
at the York University as 
part of the WorldStrides 
Heritage Performance 
Music Festival, where 
Crestview High’s Wom-
en’s Choir and Chorale 

ensemble both earned a 
Silver rating. Chorale also 
placed second in the large 
choir division. 

“But very importantly, 
out of all of the participat-
ing schools’ bands, choirs 
and orchestras, we were 
chosen to receive the Spir-
it of Toronto Award,” Lusk 
said. “This award is given 
by the festival staff to the 
group they deem the best 
ambassadors represent-
ing their community at 
the festival.”

Lusk pointed out that 
when the Crestview High 
chorus performed in Lon-
don in 2008, the group re-
ceived the Spirit of Lon-
don Award as well.

“That’s proof that 
Crestview kids are out-
standing students world-
wide,” Lusk said.

Photos by KAren luSK | News Bulletin

Crestview High Chorus praised 
for its ambassadorship

Graduations move first First Friday Fest to Saturday

Bulldogs hit Toronto

“That’s proof that 
Crestview kids 

are outstanding 
students 

worldwide.” 

Kevin lusk
Crestview High Choral  

Music Director

Above: During their visit to Toronto, members of the Crestview High School chorus 
performed in this ornate library at Casa Loma, at left, a castle-like home opened 
in 1914 by a Canadian industrialist. 

Local
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To list in the Real Estate Corner call Melissa Tedder
or Diana Baker at (850) 682-6524.

To access online listings featured here, visit the Web site 
above and click on Real Estate in the main menu.

To list in the
Real Estate Corner

call Melissa Tedder or Diana Baker at (850) 682-6524.

Want to list?

www.crestviewbulletin.com

510 Ferdon Blvd N $390,000
PRIME CORNER COMMERCIAL LOCATION on Ferdon Blvd N and Stillwell Blvd. Almost a full 
acre with high visibility and traffi c count!

Jenny R. Teel
499 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview

(850) 682-6156 / (850) 582-3821

Lakefront $50,000
Price drastically reduced on this almost 3 acre lakefront lot! Not too far from town, 
gentle slope to lake. Enjoy fi shing and wildlife. Nicely wooded.

Jenny R. Teel
499 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview

(850) 682-6156 / (850) 582-3821

Homesite $60,000
Beautiful homesite on 9.16 acres with stream and pond. Wildlife in your backyard. 
Partially cleared, partially fenced. Not far from town.

Jenny R. Teel
499 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview

(850) 682-6156 / (850) 582-3821

1655 Lady Lane $160,000
Beautiful home in the Moores Place S/D in Baker, located at the end of a cul-de-sac. Half acre 
level lot, privacy fenced rear yard, patio for entertaining, hardwood fl oors in kitchen/dining/living 
area. Many other upgrades inside include lighting/appliances. Make appointment to see today!

Jenny R. Teel
499 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview

(850) 682-6156 / (850) 582-3821

On the this page is a 
diagram. Everything above 
the line is the “mortgagor,” 

commonly 
known as 
the “bor-
rower.” 
Everything 
below the 
line is the 
“Mort-
gagee,” 
whom you 
know as the 
“lender.” 

If you are old enough 
to be making these loans 
then you are old enough 
to remember that the 
lender was once a local 
mortgage company. 
Usually the lender had 
a deal working with an 
out-of-town purchaser 
who warehoused loans. 
That purchaser was an 
“Assignee” of the loan, and 
if collection ever became 
necessary you knew that 
the Assignee owned the 
loan. Sometimes the 
Assignee would look back 
to the local mortgage 
company for restitution 
if bad loans were made 
outside of existing policy. 
If a mortgage went into 
default, the borrower or his 
agent would call the lender 
and try to work it out, 
give the property back or 
sometimes be foreclosed. 
The economics of the deal 
were clear.

Please note from 
the chart the important 
change that occurred 
about the year of 2000, 
after the “securitization” of 
mortgages became popular. 
The really big banks, called 
in the chart the “Sponsor,” 
created a nominee which it 
called the “Depositor.” 

The Depositor put 
together hundreds of 
mortgages in billion 
dollar packages and 
issued securities called 
Residential Mortgage Back 
Securities (RMBSs). Those 
securities were sold to 
investors. The mortgages 
were moved into the 
Special Purpose Vehicle 
(SPV) that you see at the 
bottom of the chart. The 
SPV is always a New York 
trust that has no purpose 
other than to hold this 

billion dollar package of 
mortgages. Investors 
hold no mortgages; they 
purchase only investment 
securities. The trust has 
no function and no power 
other than to hold their 
legal title to one billion 
dollars (more or less in 
some cases) worth of 
mortgages.

The entire symphony 
of participants is bound 
together by a Pooling and 
Servicing Agreement 
(PSA), which states the 
rights of all parties.

Each billion-dollar 
bundle of mortgages is 
divided into tranches, each 
of which is defined by the 
quality of the mortgages 
it contains. Really good 
mortgages from really 
good borrowers make up 
the higher tranches. There 
are a minimum of eight 
tranches in each trust, 
and typically these Pooling 

and Servicing Agreements 
require “waterfall 
payments,” or payments 
in full to the higher tranch 
before a lower tranch is 
paid.

After the settlement 
date, the sponsor bank has 
little or no investment and 
a multimillion dollar payday 
from the sale of each pool of 
mortgages. Payments and 
collections are controlled 
by a servicing agent that 
gets instructions from the 
PSA.

Because of the 
enormous cash payments 
that went directly to the 
bottom line of the sponsor 
bank at settlement, the 
pressure to do these loans 
very quickly reversed. 
The sponsor banks could 
only put these packages 
together if they had a 
continuous supply of street 
level mortgages. The 
quality of those mortgages 

made no difference to 
the sponsor, since each 
was immediately sold to 
investors and moved to the 
SPV. 

That need for street 
level mortgages created 
designer loans such 
as 80/20 loans, stated 
income loans, low interest 
teaser loans and other 
nontraditional loans whose 
sole purpose was to feed 
the need for securitization 

inventory.
I apologize that all of 

the above is confusing. 
But it matters to you. The 
result of the securitization 
process is that a servicing 
agent is bound by a PSA 
over which it has no 
control, oftentimes cannot 
change and from which 
it always has conflicting 
demands.

There are more than 
1,500 pools and PSAs, and 

typically a borrower will 
have no idea what pool his 
mortgage is in, or what 
instructions are given 
in the PSA controlling 
that pool. Every PSA is 
different. 

Instead of loans initiated 
by borrower demand, they 
began to be loans initiated 
by the sponsors because 
of enormous cash fees the 
sponsor realized. Often 
the servicing agent is an 
affiliate of the sponsor 
bank, and the sponsor 
frequently holds the 
20 percent of an 80/20 
mortgage. That gives 
the servicing agent and 
sponsor a direct conflict 
with the depositor, whose 
investment is in the 80 
percent of the mortgage. 

The reason for the 
above discussion is to 
tell borrowers that short 
sales and mortgage 
modifications are not 
treated the same for 
every mortgage because 
the financial motives, 
ownership interest and 
financial investment “below 
the line” are different, and 
conflicting.

There is an obvious 
need for regulation in the 
industry. But until then 
lawyers, realtors and 
borrowers will benefit by 
knowing all they can about 
what goes on below the 
line. 

For a greater 
understanding of 
securitization see 
“Through the Looking 
Glass” written for Republic 
Title Insurance Company 
and reproduced at www.
chesserbarr.com. Also, 
read “The Big Short,” 
by Michael Lewis, and 
“Reckless Endangerment” 
by Gretchen Morgenson 
and Joshua Rosner.

Mike Chesser is a 
board certified Real Estate 
Attorney with Chesser & 
Barr, P.A.

Special to The News Bulletin

Pelican Real Estate 
is proud to announce 
John Weeks as top 
producer in Crestview 
for February 2012. Top 
February producers 

at the other Pelican Real Estate 
locations are Alexander at Seacrest 
Beach – Rita Montgomery; Calypso 
– Ron Pekrul; Destin/Summit 
– Melissa Clements; Fort Walton 
Beach – Glenda Jones; Panama 
City Beach – Thomas Williams; and 
Seagrove Beach – Sandy Early.

John weeks
Pelican Real Estate 

Top Producer

Below the line 
confusion

mike chesser
Real Estate Attorney

top producers announced

Real Estate
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If you need a clean 
house call me I can 
help! Please call 
850-603-0798.

AIRLINES are hiring. 
Train for hands on Avi-
ation Maintenance Ca-
reer. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid 
if qualified - Housing 
available CALL Aviation 
Institute of Mainte-
nance (866)314-3769

Farm Direct
Centipede, Zoysia,
St Augustine and

Bermuda
We Deliver & Install

Call 850-244-6651 
Suncoast Sod Farms

Carl Teston Painting
Interior & Exterior. 
Pressure Cleaning 

Repair’s 20+ yrs. exp.
Free estimates

Best Price Guarantee
305-0109 or 398-4266
Text FL03292 to 56654

Superior Exteriors 
of N.W. Florida

Experienced in re-
modeling, vinyl sid-
ing, screen rms, ad-
ditions, & more. Li-
censed & Insured 
850-305-7012 or 

850-689-2221
Text FL09596 to 56654

Sales/Business Dev

Interactive Sales Manager

Are you passionate about providing the best 
media solutions to your customers? Florida’s 
Freedom Interactive Newspapers, is seeking a 
hands-on Interactive Sales Manager with a 
track record of driving revenue in multiplat-
form environments. You will be responsible for 
coaching, mentoring and developing your 
sales team with the goal of aggressively in-
creasing revenue.

Included within your sphere of responsibility 
are the following: Developing new revenue 
streams, setting sales goals, field coaching 
and managing sales performance - making 
this a very “hands on” leadership role.  The In-
teractive Sales Manager will foster an attitude 
of exceptional customer service and provide 
motivation, leadership and fresh ideas to the 
selling process.

Position Requirements:
Proven sales experience in digital
products
Experience developing and leading a
high performing sales team
Vision and passion to drive growth in
interactive sales
Strong analytical ability to budget
forecast and effectively utilize market
research

The successful candidate will lead
cross-selling efforts in print and digital

solutions and must possess a demonstrated
expertise with the Internet.

A college degree in advertising or marketing is
preferred but not required.

Sales Experience and previous media
management experience is preferred.

Florida Freedom offers an excellent benefit 
package including health, dental, vision and 
life insurance, 401(k) plan, vacation and sick 
leave.

This role offers a chance to live and work 
along Florida’s Emerald Coast encompassing 
24 miles of pristine white-sand beaches 
stretching along the Gulf of Mexico.

If this sounds like the right mix of challenge 
and opportunity, please e-mail your resume or 
contact me at either of the following ad-
dresses:

E-Mail: sfeith@notes.freedom.com
http://www.facebook.com/#!/skfeith

http://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=1999909&trk
=tab_pro

https://twitter.com/#!/skfeith

For more information about our organization 
please go to:  freedom.com/careers

Web ID#: 34211062

9425 sqft 5br/6ba/6car 
on 10-55 acres,  indoor 
pool,  antique log living 
room. taxes=$770/year 
on AL.State line N. of 
Destin. $575,000; Call 
(850) 588-9443
farmhousesale.com

Individual wants to 
buy house for invest-
ment.  850-651-0987
Text FL08738 to 56654

MOLINO
3 bedroom, 2 bath  

Has a covered front 
& back porch, ga-

zebo, and fenced in 
yard. Home is lo-
cated on Hwy 29 
with a half corner 

acre lot  &  3 car gar-
age. Tile in the 

kitchen and bath-
rooms. Minutes from 
Pensacola, Pace & 
Milton. Rent $1,000 

per month and 
$1,000 deposit.      

no pets.
Please call 

850-554-0320
for an appointment

Volvo S60, 2005. 2.5T, 
AWD, power seats sun-
roof, leather, trailer 
hitch, 113K, $8950, 
Call: 850-231-1675.
Text FL11126 to 56654

Boat For Sale
Sea Eagle, 375FC, 
2009. 12’ Sea Eagle In-
flatable, 2 Person 
w/accessories.  $750 
850-240-1798.
Text FL10811 to 56654

Auburn Area - 3 Br, 2 
Ba mobile home 
fenced on one acre, 
$750/mo Call 546-1192

Crestview - 3BR 2Ba, 
Townhomes Available 
now, $850 per month
call 850-546-1192

Crestview - Freedom 
Moblie Home Park has 
2 Bedrooms avail. now. 
$ 4 7 5 - $ 5 0 0 / m o n t h .  
850-682-3700.

Crestview
Lg. 2BR/1BA Quiet, 
Gated, NO Pets. W/D 
hookup Call 585-5012/ 
682-4990 $575. mo + 
$500 DD

Efficiency Apartments
Oakdale Inn

All utilities included.  
Daily/Weekly/Monthly 
Rates. 296 W Oakdale 

Ave. 850-683-1964

Crestview 3BD/2.5BA, 
garage, Valley Rd 
$750 mo, pets ok 
598-0711

Holt Available now on 
1 acre, 4 Br, 2 full Bath 
and 2 half baths, large 
kitchen w/all appli-
ances, large laundry 
room, great room, and 
dining room, 2 car gar-
age, fenced in back 
yard, $900/mo Call 
537-4094, or 902-3660

Teel &
Waters

Real Estate
RENTALS
682-6156

162 Woodlawn Dr.C
$675 1BR, 1BA, Furn 

Effic. Utilities Incl. 
except Cable/Phone

803 Valley Rd
$750 2BR, 1.5 BA

204 Booker St
$550, 2BR,1BA

821 Brett St
$825, 3BR,2BA

3819 Golden Acres 
Cir $650 3Br,2Ba

All properties require
a credit check, one

year lease; no inside
smoking, pet fees 

are non-refundable.
Call: Debra Frost

682-6156

Training/Education
Want to be a 

CNA?
Don’t want to wait?
Express Training 
Services is now

offering our
nursing asst. exam

prep classes in
DESTIN

Class for 1 week. 
850-502-5521
expresstraining
services.com

Next class 5/28/2012

ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE from Home. 
*Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, 
*Hospitality. Job place-
ment assistance. Com-
puter available. Finan-
cial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call 
(877)206-5165     www. 
CenturaOnline.com

Food Srv/Hospitality

We Are
Expanding!

Join the excitement 
and grow with us!

Immediate Openings
Kitchen
Door Staff

Apply Mon-Fri 2-4pm 
116 Harbor Blvd

Web ID 34211092
Text FL11092 to 56654

Logistics/Transport

EARN EXTRA 
INCOME

NEEDED
IMMEDIATELY!!!!

Become a
Newspaper Carrier

Defuniak 
Springs &
Crestview

Open routes availa-
ble in the early 
morning

Great opportunity to
own your own

BUSINESS

Deliver your newspa-
per in your commu-
nity

Independent
Contractors

Must have:

A reliable vehicle
Proof of
Auto Insurance
A valid
driver’s license
Be 18 yrs or older

The Crestview News 
Bulletin

705 Ashley Dr. 
Crestview, FL 32536

850-685-3256

DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! Be-
come a driver for 
Schneider National! 
Earn $750 per week! 
No experience needed! 
CDL & Job Ready in 
just 3 weeks! (888) 
368-1964.

Drivers- Class A 
Flatbed -$- Home 
Weekends, Run South-
east US, Requires 1 Yr 
OTR Flatbed experi-
ence, & Pay UP TO 
.39¢/mile Call 
(800)572-5489 x227, 
SunBelt Transport, LLC

EXPERIENCED OTR 
FLATBED DRIVERS 
earn 50 up to 55 cpm 
loaded. $1000 sign on 
to qualified drivers. 
Home most weekends. 
Vets welcome. Call: 
(843)266-3731 / 
bulldoghiway.com EOE

Freight Up = More $ 2 
Mos. CDL Class A Driv-
ing Exp (877)258-8782 
www.meltontruck.com/ 
drive

Medical Billing Train-
ees Needed! Train to 
become a Medical 
Office Assistant! No 
Experience needed! 
Job Training & Local 
Placement assistance. 
HS Diploma/GED & 
PC/Internet needed! 
(888) 374-7294.

NEW TO TRUCKING? 
Your new career starts 
now! * $0 Tuition Cost 
* No Credit Check * 
Great Pay & Benefits 
Short employment 
commitment required 
Call (866)297-8916 
www.joinCRST.com

Crestview
Up to 80% Off

Toby Booths Only In-
door Yard Sale in For-
ever Victorian, Main 
Street. Open Tues-Sat, 
Collectibles, Antiques, 
25¢ toys, 50¢ dishes, 
25¢ books, 398-8899

GUN SHOW
Fort Walton

FAIRGROUNDS
June 2nd & 3rd

SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 10-4
FREE PARKING

Info. (407) 275-7233
floridagunshows.com
Text FL10834 to 56654

Bike - Like New, 2050 
Recumbent-Worth $900 
Selling for $599, Elmer 
Sanders 850-582-1831

We Buy Gold
Jewelry & Diamonds
We will loan you 
$500-$50,000 Cash

700 Beal Pkwy FWB
850-974-2462

www.usgoldpawn.com

STOP GNAT & MOS-
QUITO BITES! Buy 
Swamp Gator All Natu-
ral Insect Repellant, 
Family Safe, Use Head 
to Toe. Available at Ace 
Hardware, The Home 
Depot & 
HomeDepot.com

Editorial/Writing

Reporter
The Crestview News 
Bulletin in Crestview, 
FL is seeking a re-
porter who is willing 
to jump head-first 
into delivering news 
for electronic and 
print distribution and 
is able to report and 
write stories of depth 
and significance. 
This reporter’s pri-
mary responsibility is 
to cover breaking 
news and handle 
general assignment 
stories as needed for 
Crestview and the 
surrounding commu-
nities in north 
Okaloosa County, 
while working in a 
deadline-driven envi-
ronment. Responsi-
bilities also include 
shooting photo-
graphs, posting 
breaking news to the 
website and utilizing 
social media. We are 
a small office, this is 
a key position and 
we are looking for 
someone with a 
strong work ethic. 
Applicants should 
have strong written, 
verbal and digital 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
skills; news reporting 
experience; re-
sourcefulness and 
respect for journalis-
tic principles. May 
be required to work 
weekends and eve-
nings.  If you have 
what it takes, send a 
letter, resume and 
work samples to Edi-
tor Michael Stewart 
at michaels@ 
crestviewbulletin.com.

Web ID#: 34210790

Baker- 1116 Coun-
try Living Road. Sat.  

May 26th 7-?
Garage Sale
Primitives, antiques 

and collectibles. 
Cash only.

Text FL10958 to 56654

Crestview
Moving Sale

Sat, May 26, 7:30 - ?, 
5996 Creekside Circle

Crestview
Multi-Family 
Yard Sale

Sat. May 26th, 7am-?, 
3082 Border Creek Rd. 
Furniture, kids items, 
clothing, & much more!

Boxer Puppies, AKC. 
Brindle, ready to go 
Shots/health cert. $500. 
Call 850-902-0324
Text FL10631 to 56654

Happy Jack 
Liquivic®: Recog-
nized safe & effec-
tive against hook & 
roundworms by US 
Center for Veterinary 
M e d i c i n e .
OKALOOSA GRAIN 
FEED STORE 
( 6 8 2 - 9 3 3 3 ) .
www.happyjackinc.co
m.

Incorrect
Insertion

Policy

For Classified
In-column Ad-

vertisers

All ads placed by 
phone are read back 
to the advertiser to 
insure correctness. 
The newspaper will 
assume correctness 
at the time of the 
read-back procedure 
unless otherwise in-
formed.

Please your ad.

Advertisers are re-
quested to check the 
advertisement on the 
first insertion for cor-
rectness. Errors 
should be reported 
immediately.

Your Florida Free-
dom newspaper will 
not be responsible 
for more than one in-
correct insertion, nor 
will it be liable for 
any error in adver-
tisements to a 
greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the er-
ror.

Any copy change, 
during an ordered 
schedule constitutes 
a new ad and new 
charges.

We do not
guarantee position 
of ANY ad under

any classification.

ADVERTISE YOUR 
WAY TO SUCCESS! 
Call now to grow your 
business. Get your 
classified ad in 119 
newspapers with one 
order. Advertising Net-
works of Flor-
ida—(866)742.1373

Adopt: Adoring 
Family, Veterinarian 
Doctor, LOVE awaits 
baby. Susan *800-

552-0045*FLBar42311*
Expenses Paid*

Legal # 160020

NOTICE OF SALE

In accordance with 
Florida Statutes, let it 
be known that Brown’s 
Mini Storage, located in 
Crestview, Okaloosa 
County, Florida, gives 
notice to Marsha 
McCombs that per-
sonal property stored 
in unit #115 shall be 
sold to the public on 
Saturday May 26, 2012 
at 10:00 am at the 
mini-storage facility at 
4759 Live Oak Church 
Rd. Crestview, Fla. 
32539

Brown’s Mini Storage
155 Center Street
Freeport, Fl 32439
(850) 897-2989
Owner: Billy Brown

05/26/12

Legal #160021

PUBLIC AUCTION

Pursuant to  Section 
713.75, Florida Statues, 
there will be a public 
auction 6/7/2012 at 
9:00AM for the follow-
ing vehicles

1998 CHRYSLER
4C3AU52N9WE104547

The auction will be held 
at 956 W. James Lee 
Blvd, Crestview, Fl 
32536, Crestview Paint 
& Body has the right to 
turn down any and all 
bids.

05/26/12
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By RANDY DICKSON
682-6524 | @BigRandle
randyd@crestviewbulletin.com

Martez House will be 
heading back to Alabama 
in a few days to start his 
second summer of work-
outs with the Jacksonville 
State football team.

The 2011 season was 
a learning experience for 
House as he sat out the 
year as a redshirt. The 
year also was one in which 
House added 20 pounds of 
chiseled muscle and he 
now carries 280 pounds 
on his 6-foot-2 inch frame.

House is coming off a 
strong offseason in which 
he nailed down a starting 
defensive tackle spot as 
the Gamecocks fi nished 
spring drills.

“It took a lot of hard 
work and a lot of pray-
ing and a lot of attention 
to detail, mentally and 
physically,” House said. “I 
learned a lot this spring. 
The main thing my coach 
told me to worry about 
was retaining the infor-
mation and paying atten-
tion to the details.

“I had a big problem 
with my steps. I was step-
ping with the wrong foot 
and crossing my feet over 
a lot. At the spring game 
there was a lot of evalua-
tion, and out of about 100 
plays I didn’t mess up on 

one play. My coach was 
impressed with it and he 
told me that he could tell 
I really took to heart what 
he told me to do.”

Not playing last year 
as he redshirted put an 
extra hunger and fi re in 
his belly to succeed.

“The redshirt really 
motivated me a lot be-
cause I had a chance to go 
to the games and watch 
what the players in front 
of me were doing,” he 
said. “I tried to compare 
myself to them from the 
aspect of whether I could 
play as well as them and 
do the stuff they were do-
ing. I found myself think-
ing I really could for the 
most part, and I made 
that my goal throughout 
the spring. I wanted to 
show the coaches I really 
could play and I felt like I 
did.”

House spent much of 
his redshirt year lifting 
weights and he now bench 
presses 450 pounds. He 
also does a team-best 28 
repetitions while bench-
ing 225 pounds.

House credits his ad-
justment to the Game-
cock lifting program to 
the weight training he did 
at Crestview under for-
mer Bulldog coach and 
current Baker coach Matt 
Brunson.

“We added two or three 

different kind of lifts (at 
Jacksonville State) but 
other than that every-
thing I did in high school 
I’m doing there,” House 
said. “Some of the stuff 
here at Crestview is hard-
er than the stuff we are 
doing now. 

“At Crestview you are 
going to lift weights and 
you are going to work 
hard. And you are going 
to come out looking good 
and that’s just the way it 
is.” 

House said the Game-
cocks start their volun-
tary summer program on 
June 5 at 5 a.m. The fi rst 
thing on the agenda is 40, 
100-yard runs. 

It was clear that he 
wasn’t looking forward to 
his early morning runs.

“Our coach told us to 
do whatever we had to do 
at home to make sure we 
were ready for that when 
we got back,” House said. 
“I try to block that out for 
the most part and let it 
come when it comes.”

Jacksonville State 
opens the 2012 season at 
Southeastern Conference 
powerhouse Arkansas, 
which fi nished No. 5 in the 
nation last season. House 
is looking forward to play-
ing the Razorbacks and 
showing that he can hold 
his own against the best 
players in the country.

“It gives me chill 
bumps,” he said. “I’m re-
ally excited. I want to do 
real good in the game and 
show people I can com-
pete against D-I athletes.

“I know they have a lot 
of size and strength with 
their offensive lineman. 
They are real beefy and 
they are going to give us a 
run for our money.” 

By RANDY DICKSON
682-6524 | @BigRandle
randyd@crestviewbulletin.com

BAKER – A week prior 
to her high school gradu-
ation, Baker volleyball 
player Laurie Steele set 
the course for the next 
phase of her athletic ca-
reer as she signed schol-
arship papers to play for 
Lake-Sumter Community 
College in Leesburg.

Steele, the All Sports 
Association and North-
west Florida Daily News 
Small School Player of the 
Year, looked at other plac-
es, including the Univer-
sity of West Florida, but in 
the end the Lakers made 
her an offer she couldn’t 
refuse.

“I had been in touch 
with UWF (the Univer-
sity of West Florida) and I 
was going to try and walk 
on there,” she said. “But 
then this offer came up 
and they gave a full ride. 
They are paying for my 
books, tuition, everything, 
so that was pretty much 
the deciding factor. 

“Coach (James) Ker-
rell (the Baker co-head 
coach) knows the coaches 
and I’ve seen their coach-
ing style before because 
I’ve played around here 
for a while. I kind of know 
how they are going to 
coach and that they are 
going to take care of me.”

Tomikko Parks, the oth-
er half of the Gator coach-
ing tandem, said Steele 
will be a good player for 
Lake-Sumter.

“She had a lot of good 
things about her,” Parks 
said. “Her spirit — she’s a 
fun-loving kid and I think 
that’s one thing that is 
really good for her. And 
she’s got a lot of things 
she can take with her to 
her next step of her vol-
leyball career.

“She’s a hard worker. 
She knows that her game 
is not perfect and she 
works hard on it. She’s te-
nacious about things and 
she wants to be better so 
she knows what she’s got 
to do to get better.”

Steele, who will play 

either outside or middle 
hitter for the Lakers, ad-
mits she needs to improve 
on her footwork, but she is 
confi dent in her ability at 
the net.

“My hitting is my 
strength,” she said. “I 
can block, but my hitting 
is what I do best with my 
technique.”

Steele is a typical prod-
uct of Baker School, hav-
ing attended there since 
kindergarten. She is proud 
to be a Gator.

“It means a lot to be 
a Gator,” she said. “I’ve 
grown up in that gym ever 
since kindergarten. I’ve al-
ways seen Kendria Young 
and Chelsea Combest, 
and I’ve seen their names 
up there on that wall (as 
having played for champi-
onships) ever since I was 
little.

“To get your name and 
picture up on that wall (as 
state runner-up last year) 
means a lot.”

Steele said making the 
jump from a small school 
to the college level doesn’t 
concern her.

“The local competition 
could have been better,” 
she said. “But any time 
you go against a higher 
level you either fall below 
them or you rise to their 
level. I think I tend to 
rise to the level of higher 
players.”

CHS soccer camp
The Crestview boys soccer 

team is hosting a soccer 
camp for future Bulldogs on 
June 4-8 from 9-11:30 a.m. 
at Davidson Middle School 
for boys and girls grades K-7.

Registration for the camp 
is June 4 at 8:30 a.m. The 
cost of the camp is $60.

The camp will be led 
by Crestview coaches 
Scottie Milton and Nick 
Kootsouradis.

If you have any questions 
or would like to reserve 
a spot in the camp call 
305-3271 or email 
CHSboyssoccerteam@
hotmail.com.

Football, soccer, 
cheerleader registration

The Crestview Parks and 
Recreation Department will 
conduct registration for the 
youth football, cheerleading 
and soccer programs 
throughout the month of June 
and through July 4.

Football is open for those 
ages 6-11. Soccer will have 
leagues for ages U6-U15 
and cheerleading is for those 
ages 4-12.

Cost for all programs is 
$65 per child.

For more information call 
the Parks and Recreation 
Department at 682-4715.

Bulldog baseball camp
The Crestview High School 

baseball team will conduct 
the Crestview Bulldog 
baseball camp from June 
11-13 for boys and girls 
ages 4-13.

The camp will run from 
9 a.m. to noon each day. 
Registration is from 8-9 a.m. 
on June 11 at the Crestview 
High School baseball fi eld.

Cost of the camp is $75 
per player and includes 
a camp T-shirt, a pizza 
lunch on Wednesday and 
free admission to the Justin 
Richards tournament June 
14-16.

For more information call 
Crestview baseball coach 
Tim Gillis at 689-7417.

Foxwood CC two-man 
scramble

Foxwood Country Club will 
be sponsoring a two-man 
scramble tournament June 
16-17. 

Cost of the tournament is 
$190 per team. 

Starting time on June 16 
is 12:30 p.m. Starting time 
June 17 is 8 a.m.

For more information call 
682-2012 or 826-2012.

Baker football 
registration

The Baker Area Youth 
Association is now 
registering for football and 
cheerleading. The BAYA also 
is looking for adult volunteers 
and sponsors.

For more information email 
info@bayasports.com or 
www.bayasports.com.

Foxwood CC night golf
Foxwood Country Club 

will be holding a night golf 
tournament July 7.

The tournament starts at 6 
p.m. with the fi rst nine holes 
being played in daylight. 
Play on the second nine 
holes will start at 8:30 p.m.

Cost for the four-person 
scramble is $36 per player. 
Refreshments will be 
provided.

For more information call 
682-2012 or 826-2012.

Reporting news, 
calendar items and 
story suggestions

We welcome 
announcements for our 
sports calendar and youth 
league stories. If you would 
like to submit a story, or 
a photo with information 
about those pictured, please 
email it to Randy Dickson at  
randyd@crestviewbulletin.
com.

The deadline for submitting 
material for Wednesday’s 
paper is 9 a.m. Monday. 
Saturday’s deadline is 9 a.m. 
Thursday.

News 
& NOTES House starts role for Jacksonville State

Steele signs volleyball scholarship

RANDY DICKSON | News Bulletin

HOUSE: Former Crestview defensive lineman Martez 
House has earned a starting spot in the Jacksonville 
State lineup at defensive tackle. The Gamecocks 
open the 2012 season at Arkansas. 

PHOTOS BY RANDY DICKSON | News Bulletin

Baker’s Laurie Steele was joined by her family and members of the Baker coaching staff and 
administration as she signed a volleyball scholarship with Lake-Sumter Community College on Wednesday. 

FILE PHOTOS

Above: Laurie Steele powers 
down a kill against South 
Walton last season. 

Right: Laurie Steele goes up 
for a block against South 
Walton last season. 
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Welcome 
to the 

Gator 
Cafe

5747 Hwy 4, Baker • (850) 537-4949

Gator Cafe proudly supports
 all the graduating seniors!

Steak  • Seafood • Billy Bob Burgers 
Milkshakes

MONDAY - THURSDAY:  10:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
FRIDAY  & SATURDAY:  10:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SUNDAY:  11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

HOURS

BAKER 
Auto Parts & Hardware

CONGRATULATIONS
SENIORS

Auto 
Value

PARTS STORE

Danny & Cindy Brunson
Classes of ‘76 & ‘77

P.O. Box 157 • Baker, FL 32531
Business: (850) 537-4231
Home: (850) 537-3131

Baker School Class of 2012

Baker School

Dear Baker High School 
seniors of 2012,

Your time to be honored 
as the next graduating 
class of Baker High School 
has fi nally arrived. It is 
a time to celebrate your 
accomplishments and a time 
when feelings of nostalgia run 
deep. 

Likely your thoughts 

are fl ooded with memories 
of your 13 years of school 
experiences which, for some 
of you, were all confi ned to 
one school. That is a unique 
experience. 

It is also a nostalgic time 
for me and the rest of the 
Baker staff. Many of us not 
only have had the pleasure 
of teaching and working with 

you over the years, but we 
also taught some of your 
parents. Personally, I had 
worked at Laurel Hill High, 
Crestview High and Niceville 
High before coming to Baker, 
and there are parents in this 
graduating class who were 
students at each of those 
schools while I was there. 

Fate has drawn us all 
together in this special 
place to commemorate this 
crowning achievement in 
your life, only one of the many 
great accomplishments you 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Tom Shipp, Baker School principal

BAKER CLASS OF 2012

Adviser: Stacy Burlison
President: Taylor Morgan

Vice President: Chris Nixon
Secretary: Cameron Campbell

Treasurer: Paul Workman
•••

Class Colors: Maroon and Gold
Flower: Confederate rose
Class Song: “Tattoos on the Town” by Jason Aldean
Class Motto: “The world’s not ending. We’re taking 
over.” ~ Unknown

By PAULA KELLEY
682-6524 | @cnbpaula

paulak@crestviewbulletin.com

“No limitations,” said 
Baker School senior Morgan 
Jones when asked what her 

mantra is in life.
“There are some people 

who take the death of a loved 
one and they clam up and 
withdraw,” she said. “For 
me it was just the opposite. 
When my brother was killed, 

I took parts I admired most 
about him and I embraced 
them, and I became 
stronger.” 

Morgan’s older brother, 
Tyler, was 17 and active at 
Baker School when he was 

killed in a traffi c accident in 
2009. 

“Tyler didn’t get to 
walk across the stage for 
graduation, or sign with 
a college,” she said. “As I 
am doing those things, I’m 
taking his memory with me. 
I’m walking at graduation for 
myself and for my brother.”Morgan Jones will fi nish Baker High School with honors. She leaves behind the Gator 

Swamp Walk, an area with personalized paver bricks around a bronze statue of the 
school’s mascot, an alligator. 

Baker senior Morgan Jones is a goal setter

PAULA KELLEY | News Bulletin See JONES PAGE 5

See SHIPP PAGE 7
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DRIVE-THRU AVAILABLEDRIVE-THRU AVAILABLE
HEALTH FOODS

ALL NATURAL FRUIT 
SMOOTHIES
VITAMINS

SPORTS
SUPPLEMENTS
WEIGHT LOSS PRODUCTS

ALL NATURAL FRUIT 
SMOOTHIES
VITAMINS

SPORTS
SUPPLEMENTS
WEIGHT LOSS PRODUCTS

(850) 682-8893 • 2227 S. Ferdon Blvd. • Court Plaza
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 6512684

BRACKNEY
F U N E R A L S E R V I C E

480 E. James Lee Blvd.
Crestview, FL 32539

(850) 683-9898
Locally owned and operated

Hats Off
TO THE GRADUATING

CLASS OF 2012!

Taylor 
Lowery

Heather 
Howard

Chris 
Nixon

Taylor 
Morgan

Vada 
Moore

Jennessa 
Moore

Courtney 
Miller

Phillip 
Merritt

Courtney 
Melton

Danielle 
Mayhair

Shirley 
Mayberry

Nikki 
Martin

William 
Locke

Calvin 
Lirette

Zak 
Leslie

Joe 
Lee

Tiffany 
Kruse

Victoria 
Kilcrease

Morgan 
Jones

Kamyra 
Jones

Emily 
Jones

Josh 
Lawson

Nathan 
Holley

Dillon 
Holley

Emily 
Holcomb

Megan 
Heath

Cory 
Harper

Travis 
Hall

Cory 
Haarman

Josh 
Griffi ts

Steven 
Grant

Kelsie 
Goodwin

Michael 
Gilbert

Tony 
Gavin

Meghan 
Gaines

Graham 
Fox

Shelby 
Foley

Brittany 
Flores

Nichole 
Eveland

Dylan 
Dunford

Tikea 
Davis

Rebecca 
Davis

Nicholas 
Cruz

Alan 
Craig

Dillon 
Cotten

Tim 
Cope

Logan 
Connor

Daniel 
Chance

Promise 
Carr

Macey 
Caraway

Jacob 
Campbell

Chelsea 
Campbell

BreAnne 
Burgess

Ashley 
Gilkey

Samantha 
Czaranecki

Cameron 
Campbell

Colton 
Bouchard

Samantha 
Black

Brian 
Benoit

Travis 
Barrow

Alex 
Barrow

Hazel 
Van Auken

Kirsten 
Anglin

Erin 
Anderton

Alicia 
Adams

Niketa 
Aaron



Baker School Class of 2012

From the News Bulletin Archives

On the fi rst Monday in January 
1916, a year after Okaloosa County 
was formed from Santa Rosa and 
Walton counties, the two-story 
brick Baker School opened its 
doors for students. In 1921 it was 
classifi ed as a junior high school.

The school was heated by wood 
carried in by students. For many 
years, students had to use outdoor 
toilets across the road and drank 
from an outdoor, hand-pumped 
well.

Students carried their lunches. 
“If you were not careful where you 
placed your lunch, hogs on the 
school grounds would pick it up 

and then you were without,” for-
mer Baker Block Museum cura-
tor Jeanette Henderson wrote in a 
history of Baker High School.

An agriculture program was 
started in the school’s basement 
in 1921. Home economics courses 
included cooking over a wood-
burning stove, and sewing lessons 
using a foot-pedaled machine.

As the school continued to grow, 
in 1923 it became the fi rst accred-
ited school in Okaloosa County, at-
tracting students from Crestview, 
Munson and other communities. 

Baker School’s girls and boys 
basketball teams were formed in 
the early ’20s, playing on a cov-
ered clay court. The girls team, 

coached by Opal Hogg Enzor, 
won several championship cups 
against Laurel Hill, Holt, Crest-
view and Munson. The boys team 
also periodically brought home 
championship cups.

In 1927, a new high school 
building was begun across the 
street from the existing two-story 
school. Twenty-one seniors gradu-
ated from it in 1929. Two new bas-
ketball courts (one for boys, one 
for girls) were constructed in the 
late 1920s, as well as the fi rst agri-
culture building.

In the mid-1930s, a school box-
ing ring was opened, and Baker 
students won the 1938-39 105-
pound championship in Pensacola. 

Henderson noted the boxing ring 
was also where disputes between 
students were settled. 

A gymnasium was built in 
1948-49 and featured boys’ and 
girls’ dressing rooms with toilets. 
In 1950, a lunchroom was con-
structed, as well as the school’s 
fi rst football stadium. Lights were 
added the following year.

When the high school burned 
in 1953, the school board voted to 
rebuild rather than consolidate 
with Crestview. Until the new high 
school opened in 1955, some class-
es were held at the First Baptist 
Church. “Other corners, including 
shade trees with weather permit-
ting, provided space for classes,” 

Henderson wrote.
In 1957, the original two-story 

brick school was renovated, and 
the present gymnasium was built 
in 1958-59, opening in time for the 
Class of ’59 to hold their gradua-
tion exercises in it.

New high school classrooms 
and a new football stadium were 
completed in 1970, and, sadly, the 
landmark two-story brick school 
that started the whole Baker 
School success story was demol-
ished in 1974. 

Acknowledgement is made to 
Jeanette Henderson and the Bak-
er Block Museum for information 
used in this article.

Billy 
Worley 

Paul 
Workman

Jake 
Woods

Jessie 
Wilkinson

Brandon 
Wehrly

Jacob 
Way

Brandon 
Watts

Scott 
Warr

Jordon 
Tolliver

Colby 
Thames

Anna 
Suggs

Tobbie 
Stevens

Rachelle 
Stevens

Laurie 
Steele

Danny 
Spicer

Garrett 
Sowell

Erika 
Sosinsky

Tim 
Smith

Ivory 
Smith

Samantha 
Skipper

Kaitlyn 
Richmond

Anthony 
Remmers

Madeline 
Ray

Kaden 
Poole

Allyson 
Orsa

JONES from Page 3
Jones describes herself 

as a past nerd. That changed 
when she lost her big 
brother. 

“Tyler was the Jones kid 
at Baker that everyone knew. 
He was football and track 
and everybody loved him, 
and then he was just gone,” 
she said. 

“In my freshman year, 
my parents said, ‘You can’t 
be a nerd anymore. You pick 
something and get involved 
in it, or we will pick it for 
you.’ Tyler’s death made me 
get more involved. The more 
I got involved — the more 
goals I set for myself — the 
more I knew that there 
could be no limitations.” 

Academically, Jones 
is more than halfway into 
the completion of her 
associate’s degree through 
dual enrollment and will 
graduate from Baker with 
highest academic honors. 

Jones is president of 
LEO Club, (Leadership 
Experiences Opportunity) 
a branch of the Lion’s 
Club that encourages 
volunteerism in the 
community. She is president 
of the BETA Club and a staff 
major in Baker’s JROTC 
program. 

She is in advanced honors 

studies and even has taken 
culinary classes. 

Jones is the school’s 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) club 
vice president, Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes secretary 
and the Baker Student 
Government Association 
president.

Jones has played on 
Baker’s basketball and track 
teams. 

“I threw the shot put 37 
feet, 11 inches to take fi rst 
in Florida in the 1A Region 
1, and I am really proud of 
my records in shot put and 
discus. I set goals, and I 
wanted them bad enough to 
go get them,” she said. 

She recently signed 
with the University of 
South Alabama for a track 

scholarship and will start 
there in the fall. She plans to 
major in physical therapy or 
go into a medical fi eld. 

Baker Principal Tom 
Shipp chose Jones as his 
senior to be profi led for the 
Class of 2012. 

“Morgan Jones is 
involved in a leadership 
capacity in many different 
aspects of student life at 
Baker,” Shipp said. “Morgan 
has been a driving force in 
several student initiatives, 
including the development 
of the Gator statue 
commons area. She is a 
well-rounded and delightful 
young lady. I am proud of 
her accomplishments and 
know she will do well (at) 
the University of South 
Alabama.” 

A  H I STO RY  O F  BAK E R  SCH O O L

“Morgan has been a driving force in 
several student initiatives, including 
the development of the Gator statue 

commons area. She is a well-rounded and 
delightful young lady. I am proud of her 

accomplishments and know she will do well 
(at) the University of South Alabama.”

Baker Principal Tom Shipp

Crestview News Bulletin | 5Saturday, May 26, 2012
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OF CRESTVIEW MEMBER FDIC

Your Hometown Bank Since 1956!

MAIN OFFICE

1301 Industrial Drive
Crestview, FL 32539

850-682-5111

DOWNTOWN OFFICE

385 N. Spring Street
Crestview, FL 32536

850-682-5112

SOUTHSIDE OFFICE

2541 S. Hwy 85
Crestview, FL 32539

850-682-3111

As you look on to the future,
may your expectations be as 

bright as you are!
Congratulations and

Best of  Luck
to the Class of  2012!

Above, running back Vada Moore 
grinds out some yards against 
South Walton. At left, Danni 
Mayhair drives the lane for the 
Baker girls basketball team during 
a district tournament game. Below, 
Morgan Jones heaves the discus 
during the district track and 
fi eld meet. Jones won the district 
championship and capped her 
career with a state title.

FILE PHOTOS | News Bulletin

Above, Taylor Morgan goes up for 
a kill for the Baker volleyball team 
as the Gators rolled to their ninth 
consecutive district title. At left, Steven 
Grant goes in for a layup for the 
Baker basketball team.
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6514097

866 N. FERDON BLVD. CRESTVIEW, FL • 682-3638

w w w . L e w i s D i a m o n d s . c o m

Tuesday - Friday: 9 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. • Saturday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. • Closed Sunday and Monday

Congratulations Graduates
from Lewis & Co. Jewelers

W H E R E  T H E  E M E R A L D  C OA S T  G E T S  E N G AG E D

will complete on your path 
to success.

It has been my pleasure 
watching you learn and 
grow and change from 
children, almost babies, to 
the young adults you have 
become. When I arrived 
at Baker, most of you were 
in the second grade. What 
a transformation has 
taken place in the 10-plus 
years I have known you! 
Leaders have emerged, 
demonstrated through 
academics, athletics, band, 
chorus, JROTC, clubs 
and general school and 
community involvement. 

The faculty and staff of 

Baker are proud of you, 
and we know that your 
parents are proud of you as 
well. We have celebrated 
your successes with you 
and suffered your failures 
alongside you. We will 
continue to follow your 
efforts in the years to 
come. 

We at Baker are also 
proud of and thankful for 
your parents. We know 
what an important role 
they have played in your 
lives. We know you will take 
time during this special 
event in your life to let 
them know how much you 
appreciate the love and 

support they have provided 
you throughout your time 
in school.

The Baker staff offers 
their thanks to all the 
Baker seniors of 2012 for 
allowing us to be a part of 
your school memories. We 
hope that we were able to 
assist you along the way 
and prepare you for the 
next part of your journey. 
We wish you nothing but 
happiness and success and 
look forward to hearing 
from you from your many 
destinations. Farewell and 
good luck! 

Yours in education,
Tom Shipp

SHIPP from Page 3

FILE PHOTOS | News Bulletin

Cast members of “Hot Rod” pose with popular Baker School drama teacher 
Roger O’Neal, back row center. O’Neal retired at the end of the school year.

Above, members 
of Baker School’s 
choir perform for 
senior citizens for 
the Senior Citizen 
Banquet. At left, 
Baker Homecoming 
parade-goers of all 
ages scramble for 
candies thrown by 
cheerleaders riding 
a quartet of fi re 
trucks.

Cheyenne Brannon, right, 
explains to interested Baker 
School parents and students 
how she wired 36 potatoes 
in series to produce a 3.5-volt 
power source for a pair of 
telephones.

Crestview News Bulletin | 7Saturday, May 26, 2012
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Skilled Nursing
Home Health Aides

Medical Social Workers
Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy
Speech Therapy

Chronic Care Management Programs

It’s at the heart of 
what we do.

Home Health Care.

Amedisys Home Health Care

Crestview, FL

6514081 65
12

69
6

Crestview high School

Dear 2012 Graduates,
Congratulations on your 

graduation! You have every 
right to be proud of yourself. 
This is a big step in your life, 
and I am very proud of each of 
you. You have made my fi rst 
year back at Crestview High 
a very memorable and fun 
year. It has been great being 
reunited with those of you 

from Richbourg and getting 
to know those of you who 
attended Davidson. I wish I 
had been able to know all of 
you a lot longer.

In the 40 years I have been 
in education, I have seen a 
lot of changes. However, one 
thing remains constant: you, 
the students. You know more 
about worldly things and have 

cooler toys like cellphones 
and laptops, but you are still 
trying to fi gure out who you 
are, where you want to go, 
and what you want to be. 
And, you still like to have fun. 
That hasn’t changed since I 
graduated in 1967.

My hope and my prayer 
for each of you is that you 
fi nd the answers to your 
questions, whatever they may 
be. Whether you are heading 
to college and post-graduate 
work, joining the military or 
entering the job market now, 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Bob Jones, Crestview High School principal

CRESTVIEW CLASS OF 2012

By BRIAN HUGHES
682-6524 | @cnbBrian

brianh@crestviewbulletin.com

When Crestview High 
School senior Ben White 
shot his famous “Firework” 
lip dub, the girl behind the 
guy behind the camera was 
Audrey Hamm. She was 
Ben’s dolly grip and pushed 

his wheeled chair through 
the school as he taped the 
exuberant production.

Her integral role in what 
Audrey called “the climax of 
my Crestview High story” 
also typifi es her preferred 
role as the eager supporter 
enthusiastically working, 
often behind the scenes, to 
get good things done.

“She’s involved in 
everything, but she’s not 
the star,” Principal Bob 
Jones said. “She’s happy to 
be there and be supportive. 
In the video, she sacrifi ced 
being visible in order to 
push Ben around and make 
the video a success.”

“All those values and 
those morals I have been 

building for myself have 
culminated in something 
that has reached far beyond 
my school,” Audrey said.

Audrey said involvement 
in student organizations, 
including the Spanish 
Club, the Dawg Pound, 
the Leadership Class and 
the yearbook staff, has 
expanded her horizons.

“One of the things I like 
BRIAN HUGHES | News Bulletin

 CHS Senior Audrey Hamm is known for her behind-the-scenes work at the school.

Pushing her comfort zone — and loving it

See HAMM PAGE 13

See BOB JONES PAGE 9

Crestview High School Class of 2012

Class Sponsor: Jean Porrata
President: Branden Houser
Vice President: Katie Toolan
Secretary: Shealen Duncan

Treasurer: Kasey York
Representatives: Haley Simmons, Hanna Singletary, Zach 
Colby and Micaela Smith

 •••
Class Color: Purple
Flower: Lily
Class Song: “Tattoos on this Town” by Jason Aldean
Class motto: “Hakuna Matata” – Swahili saying meaning 
“there are no worries”
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850-423-7770 | 741 Ashley Drive, Crestview
Just off of P.J. Adams Road

Open 7 days a week 10:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Catering Services available for your Special Event
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From the News Bulletin Archives

In 1879, the fi rst Crestview School be-
gan in what was then Walton County. The 
school, a two-story frame building, stood 
where the Garden of Memories cemetery 
is located on State Road 85. 

Fire destroyed the building in 1916. 
School was held in two churches until a 
small two-story building across from the 
courthouse could be secured for use as a 
school.  

In 1922, the corner of U.S. Highway 90 
and Ferdon Boulevard was the site for the 
new school. The fi rst class, which consist-
ed of three seniors, graduated in 1924. The 
fi rst year of organized football at Crest-
view was 1927, and the fi rst band formed 
in 1938 with 48 members directed under 
the baton of Romulus H. Thompson. 

Thanks to Thompson, the school also 

got a new football stadium, where also in 
1938, the fi rst night-time game in Okaloosa 
County was played. Called Sandspur Sta-
dium in honor of the vegetation that fi lled 
the original stadium, it was built to provide 
the band with a suitable venue for a half-
time performance. Half the gate receipts 
(at $1 a ticket) went to the band.

The stucco school was enlarged in 1927 
and burned in December 1953. Scores of 
townsfolk dashed to the early morning fi re 
and managed to save the band equipment, 
three pianos, most of the typewriters and 
most of the records. The school’s wooden 
lunchroom was saved by fi refi ghters. The 
library and textbooks were lost.

The wooden lunchroom survives today. 
It was given to the Crestview Woman’s 
Club, who moved it to Woodlawn Avenue 
for their clubhouse.

A new school already was under con-

struction, and work was almost complet-
ed on the new building. Crestview High 
School’s 550 students moved into their 
new school in January 1954. It is now Rich-
bourg ESE School.

Crestview High School opened in 1969 
at its present location, 1250 North Ferdon 
Blvd. From its humble beginnings in 1879 
in a small wooden building, public schools 
in Crestview have grown to fi ve elemen-
tary schools, two middle schools and one 
high school.

Crestview High continues to grow and 
progress by offering a wide variety of edu-
cational opportunities to anyone who takes 
pride in being a Crestview Bulldog.

Some material taken from Crestview 
High School’s website and from “Crest-
view: The Forkland” by Betty Sanders 
Curenton and Claudia Garrett Patten.

Chase 
Baker 

Jeremy 
Arnold 

Alexis 
Alexander 

Isaac 
Baker 

Christopher 
Arrington 

Stephanie 
Alvarez 

Julius 
Banks 

Christen 
Ausdenmoore 

Halee 
Anderson 

Curtis 
Barry 

Zakary 
Bablitz 

Megan 
Anderson 

Alexandrea 
Bartlett 

Amanda 
Bailey 

Anthony 
Archibald 

Andrew 
Aguire 

Megan 
Adams 

Ashley 
Adams 

Cassandra 
Acosta 

Sebastian 
Abdo 

each of you is a special person with 
talents to share and gifts to give the 
world. 

If there is any wisdom I can pass 
on to you, it is this: Think about what 
you really love doing and find a way 
to make that a career. Your life will 
be a great adventure if you are doing 
what you love. There will be lots of 
bad times and many days that are not 
good, but, over the long run, you will 
have a better quality life if you love 
your work. I know that works for me. 
I don’t love every day here at CHS, 
but I do love my job.

Again, congratulations to all of 
you in the Class of 2012! I wish you 
the very best along the rest of your 
journey. It has been a privilege and 
an honor to be your principal this 
year. God bless each of you, and 
remember, “Once a Bulldog, always a 
Bulldog.”

Sincerely,
Bob Jones

A HISTORY OF 
CRESTVIEW HIGH SCHOOL

BOB JONES 
from Page 8
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Michael  
Fritz 

Kristen  
Forehand 

Jasmine  
Flores 

Alexander  
Figueroa 

Brittany Kimble  
Free

Derrick  
Ferguson 

Courtney  
Ferguson 

Oscar  
Feliciano 

Meg  
Faircloth 

Hunter  
Fairchild 

John  
Evans 

Sandra  
Ethridge 

Elizabeth  
Ellis 

Amanda  
Eidem 

Halie  
Edens 

Elizabeth  
Earl 

Alexandria  
Dye 

Shealen  
Duncan 
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Duke 

Chelsea  
Doyle 

Wesley  
Fader 
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Dispennette 

Sarah  
Dieguez 

Brittany  
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Nicolette  
Dean 

Nicole  
Dean 

Hannah  
Day 

Billy  
Day 

Ty  
Davis 

Dustin  
Davis 

Chelsea  
Davis 

Katherine  
David 

William  
Crews 

Zachary  
Crawford 

Katie  
Cox 

Emmanuel  
Cotton 

Michael  
Copeland 

John  
Cook 

Bradley  
Console 

Tyler  
Colonna 

Antryun  
Coleman 

Zachary  
Colby 

Jacob  
Cleveland 

Joshua  
Claycomb 

Jerrod  
Christensen 

Michael  
Cherry 

Michael  
Chatman 

Kaylyn  
Chappell 

Latasha  
Chaplain 

Chris  
Carver 

Tyler  
Carter 

Carolanne  
Carreira 

Alyssa  
Cannon 

Alex  
Campagne 

Sara  
Cadenhead 

Kyle  
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Chelsea  
Butler 

Joshua  
Buterbaugh 
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Burnette

Jordan  
Burke 

Gregory  
Burden 

Tanthalas  
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Browning 
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Brown

Taylor  
Brown 

Tatiana  
Broughton 

Katie  
Brooks 

Ashleigh  
Brashears 

Brianna  
Bonham 

Amanda  
Bones 

Kaytlyn  
Boles 

William  
Boler 

Alexandrea  
Bishop 

Kelli  
Cunningham 

Dwaun  
Cobb 

Jason  
Carpenter 

Matthew  
Bryan 

Katie  
Blevins 

Asharra  
Bess 

Kyle  
Berryman 

Kristy  
Bellamy 

Kwaneisha  
Bell 

Morgan  
Beavers 

Chatel  
Beavers 

Jacob 
Beauchamp 

Travis  
Beard 

Awi  
Bawi 

Elizabeth  
Bass 



Crestview High School Class of 2012

Victoria 
Martin 

Taylor 
Martin 

Connor 
Marshall 

Jamesia 
Madison 

Joseph 
Maas 

Dustin 
Lynch 

Robert 
Lusk 

James 
Lovelace 

Asten 
Lopez 

Donte’ 
Looney 

Nicole 
Lindon 

Kersten 
Lindberg 

Shynell  
Lewis 

James Wesley 
Lewis

Macy 
Lehotay 

Bobbie 
Legrande 

Michael 
Lefevre 

Dylan 
Lee 

Cierra  
Leduc 

Michael  
Leatherwood 

Anthony 
Locke 

Michael  
Lawson 

Toni Lydia 
Larkins

Latisha  
Larkins 

Sydney  
Lane 

Howard  
Lane 

Rachell  
Lancaster 

Katharina  
Kuja 

Katherine  
Knowles 

Adarius  
Knight 

Tyler  
Kline 

Kyle  
Kirkland 

Jacqueline  
King 

Justice  
Kesinger 

Tanya  
Kertis 

Shala  
Keen-Salter 

Devin  
Justice 

Karen  
Jones 

Cristina  
Johnson 

Alexander  
Johnson 

Robert  
Jenkins 

Janessa  
Jenkins 

Jessica  
Jansen 

Christopher  
Jackson 

Julia  
Hyatt 

Matthew  
Hutchison 

Leah  
Hust 

Brittney  
Humphreys 

Holly  
Hoyt 

Joseph  
Howard 

Branden  
Houser 

Kara  
Horne 

Kayla  
Holt 

Amber  
Hogan 

Kailey  
Hodges 

Jordan  
Hilton 

Romello  
Hillsman 

George  
Hillsman 

Erica  
Herman 

Scott  
Heringer 

Hannah  
Heiser 

Brandon  
Hearne 

Richaley  
Harrison 

Jennifer  
Harrington 

Darion  
Harrington 

Samantha  
Harrell 

Shakara  
Harold 

Andrea  
Harland 

Audrey  
Hamm 

Sara  
Hamilton 

Hannah  
Hamilton 

Jedidiah  
Hagedorn 

Brett  
Green 

Shaina  
King 

Aaron  
Jenkins 

Emily  
Horne 

Nicole  
Hart 

Gabe  
Gunter 

Jonathan  
Graff 

Tyler  
Goudy 

Juan Jose  
Gomez

She Marro  
Gilbert

Andrew  
Gibbons 

Jennifer  
Giambrone 

Ash-Leigh  
Gartman  

David  
Gamblin 

Shelby  
Gainer 

Masahiro 
Fujisawa 
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Congratulations to our 
2012 Graduates!
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William 
Pohle 

Alfonso 
Plummer 

Kayla 
Pigott 

Rebecca 
Phillips 

Jessica 
Phillips 

Lauren 
Perry 

Jesse 
Perez 

Shayla 
Penn 

Jenna 
Paylor 

Mark 
Paulman 

Logan 
Patten 

Kruti 
Patel 

Alex 
Parker 

Kaitlin 
Palagye 

Adam 
Painter 

Brandon 
Otto 

Morgan 
Ory 

Haley 
O’Rourke 

Jordan 
Orlando 

Edward 
O’Malley 

Rosalyn 
Nunez 

Keanna 
Nimpchaimanatham 

Krystal 
Nelson 

Taylor  
Nelson 

Manuel 
Moy 

Cody 
Moser 

Chelsea 
Morgan 

Jacob 
Moreno 

Martina 
Moran 

Deauna 
Moorer 

Tyler 
Mitchell 

Sherrie 
Mitchell 

Rebecca 
Mish 

Zachery 
Miller 

Zachary A 
Miller

Thomas 
Miller 

Mariah 
Miller 

Kameron 
Miller 

Jon 
Miller 

Devin 
Miller 

Mandi 
Menter 

Gena 
Medley 

Amanda 
McMillon 

Jessica 
McMillan 

Caleb 
McMasters 

William 
McKinney 

Matthew 
McKinley 

Emily 
McKinion 

Harvey 
McKay 

Jonathan 
Mcintyre 

John 
McCullough 

Tyler 
Patterson 

Tyler 
Olson 

Eddell 
Molina 

Alexis 
Miller 

Stormy 
McGlone 

Kayla 
McCuiston 

Derek 
McCallum 

Brooke 
McCallister 

Kayla 
McBroom 

Joseph 
Mays 

Alisha 
Maxwell 

Jasmine 
Maughon 

Derick 
Masters 

Elizabeth 
Martinez 

Derik 
Martinez 



Crestview High School Class of 2012 in Pictures
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Congratulations Joey Collins, proud 
graduate of  Niceville High School.

about extracurricular (activities) is you 
have the chance to make memories,” 
Audrey said.

The Spanish Club, for example, has 
taught her a lot about Hispanic culture. 
The Dawg Pound, she said, unifi es 
diverse students around the goal of 
raising school spirit. But being on the 
Crimson Crest yearbook staff has pushed 
Audrey out of her comfort zone, and that, 
she said, is a good thing.

“It’s more than just creating a work 
of value — it’s telling a story about what 
happened during the year and what made 
the year special,” Audrey said. “Our 
angle is to tell the most objective story. 
You don’t want to just put pictures of your 
friends in it. 

“It forces you out of your comfort zone. 
It forces you to experience other clubs 
and organizations. It defi nitely gives 
you the opportunity to appreciate what 
other people do. It makes you a less self-
centered person. It teaches you to value 
other peoples’ work and their opinions 
and how to take constructive criticism 
and work together as a team.”

An AP honors student who will major 
in biology at Brigham Young University 

in Provo, Utah, in the fall, Audrey is the 
daughter of Ken and Kim Hamm, and the 
third of fi ve children. With the support of 
her family, the foundation of values she 
received at Crestview High School and 
especially the strength she fi nds in her 
faith in God, Audrey is eager to face the 
next chapter in her life.

“There is so much merit to attending 
Crestview High,” she said. “I have 
guidance counselors who support me and 
understand me and teachers who want 
me to succeed. Best of all, I have parents 
who taught me that I need to do well in 
school. They taught me that I need to 
value my education as much as I do my 
other Christian values.”

HAMM from Page 8
“She’s involved in 

everything, but she’s not 
the star. She’s happy to be 
there and be supportive.”

Crestview Principal Bob Jones

At left, CHS student Courtney 
Nicaise portrays a DUI and 
texting-while-driving accident 
victim at the Baker School “Don’t 
Drive In-TEXT-icated” program. 
Below, students in the CHS Dog 
Pound show their support for 
the Bulldog football team. More 
than 200 kids make up the 
pound, making it one of the 
school’s biggest clubs.

FILE PHOTOS | News Bulletin

Above, Crestview High School senior 
Ben White planned, shot and edited 

a school spirit lip dub video that went 
viral on YouTube with more than 

60,000 views the fi rst month. Students 
who participated in the video surround 
White, at center. At right, Katie Toolan, 

a senior at Crestview High School, 
prepares for her Senior Prom on 

May 5. Her cousin, Chapman Tew, 
took this photo; he is a freshman at 

Crestview High. Katie will attend 
Brigham Young University - Idaho in 

the fall. 
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Benjamin 
White 

Emily 
Whidden 

Kyler 
West 

Courtney 
Weldon 

Hunter 
Ward 

Autumn 
Ward 

Austin 
Walthall 

Shannon 
Walker 

Ciera 
Walker 

Steven 
Wagner 

Tate 
Vincent 

Tristan 
Venuti 

Romana 
Vargas 

Emily 
Valley 

Kyle 
Urmanski 

Deanna 
Tylee 

Matthew 
Treff 

Jade 
Treaster 

Manuel 
Torres 

Katie 
Toolan 

Kara 
Vonada 

Adam 
Tompkins 

Autumn 
Tolar 

Paul 
Tilley 

Paul 
Tibbetts-Burke 

Regan 
Thomason 

Stacey 
Thomas 

David 
Thomas 

Andrew 
Thomas 

William 
Thalacker 

Jason 
Tew 

Dhon 
Sugui 

Sara 
Stiles 

Holly 
Stanford 

Brendan 
Speakman 

Aaron 
Sowder 

Joshua 
South 

Tiffani 
Souders 

Xavier 
Sordelet 

Amber 
Sneed 

Micaela 
Smith 

Hannah 
Singletary 

Darren 
Simmons 

Jessica 
Silvia 

Alexander 
Shipp 

Katelyn 
Sheedy 

Ciera 
Shaw 

Alexis 
Sgro 

Cristina 
Serrano 

Cassie 
Seligh 

Javaris 
Seastrunk 

Davis 
Schmitz 

Shawn 
Sayers 

Samantha 
Santana 

Ruby 
Sandford 

Jessica 
Rumbach 

James 
Rossel 

Mercedes 
Ross 

Jonathan 
Romero 

Kenna 
Rogers 

David 
Robinson 

Arneisha 
Robinson 

Chelsey 
Robertson 

Tennia 
Riggs 

Rachel 
Richardson 

Cole 
Richards 

Jordan 
Richard 

Ariel 
Rhinehart 

Charanya 
Reynolds 

James 
Reid 

Anthony 
Regacho 

William 
Reed 

Kyrie 
Raymond 

Kayla 
Stoner 

Haley 
Simmons 

Jason 
Schiro 

Nicklaus 
Robins 

Earl 
Reed 

Grady 
Rathel 

Christine 
Rast 

Catherine 
Ramos 

Cynelle 
Ragland 

John 
Radford 

Nicole 
Qualiana 

Emilee 
Purvines 

James 
Purcell 

Joshua 
Pouncey 

Jennah 
Portillo 
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Congratulations
to all area seniors

Congratulations
to all area seniors

6514602

CONGRATULATIONS 

to the Graduating Class of  2011 

and to Their Parents 

On a Job Well Done!!!

Wishing every student continued 

success and prosperity 

 in all of their future pursuits.

398 North Main Street, Suite B ~ Crestview, FL 32536

850-683-9945

Congratulations
Graduates from

Muncelle Mitchell, Ashley Rogers, &
Michael Hamby

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

www.chesserbarr.com

Viana 
Ziruolo

Connor 
Zaleosh 

Juliet 
Yarger 

Michael 
Woissol 

Jay 
Wilson 

Elecia 
Wilson 

Rose 
Williams 

Reneshia 
Williams 

James 
Williams 

Chamberlin 
Williams 

Kasey 
York 

Craig 
Winkler 

Myles 
Willsey 

Logan 
Williams 

Adrienne 
Williams 

Valerie 
White 

Jennah 
White 

Chance 
White 

Crestview High School Class of 2012 in Sports

FILE PHOTOS | News Bulletin

At top, Bulldog senior fullback Matt 
Hutchison looks for a hole against 
Bolles. Above, Antryun Coleman 
takes the ball to the basket for the 
Crestview basketball team. At right, 
Holly Stanford gets ready to go up 
for a shot against Niceville.

Above, Crestview volleyball player 
Sara Hamilton battles a group of 
Niceville players. At top, Dylan Lee 
delivers a pitch for the Crestview 
baseball team.
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6514611

Congratulations
Katie Toolan & Joseph Sisco

and all of
Crestview

High School
Class of 2012

128 JOHN KING RD
CRESTVIEW, FL 32539
OFFICE: 850-682-2465

CEL: 850-830-9500
6514967

Touching lives. Securing futures®

Personalized ADVICE.
Quality fi nancial
SOLUTIONS.

ADV0312

Michael Norman
112 Trenton Ave.

Crestview, FL
850-339-1889

Michael.M.Norman@nwarep.orgP166354

Laurel Hill School

Congratulations, seniors, 
on your accomplishments at 
Laurel Hill School! You have 
an amazing gift in that you 
have it in your power to make 
our world better than ever 
before. In the words of Vincent 

Barnett, “You count. You make 
a difference. You can add to 
the sum of beauty and joy 
and love and understanding 
in the world — for yourself, 
your family, your friends, your 
community — or you can 

subtract from those already 
scarce enough commodities. 
What you do matters.” 

Believe this. You are at 
a beginning, not an end. 
Every day will provide new 
opportunities. Know that 
in your quest to do your 
best every day, you will 
proportionally increase 
the power for good and 
experience great joy in the 
fullness of your life. Best 
wishes to you all in your 
journeys.

Susan Lowrey-Sexton

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Susan Lowrey-Sexton, 

Laurel Hill principal

Senior wants 
career in sports 

— and education
By BRIAN HUGHES

682-6524 | @cnbBrian
brianh@crestviewbulletin.com

When Dad is a sports 
coach and he and Mom 

are both educators, it’s 
no surprise their son 
should be interested in a 
similar career. Such is the 
ambition of Laurel Hill 
School senior Tyler Zessin, 
a standout on the Hoboes’ 
basketball and baseball 
teams.

“I’ve always been 
interested in sports,” 
Tyler said. “I like the 

competition; how you can 
compete with not only your 
friends, but your rivals.”

Though a resident 
of Florala, Ala., Tyler’s 
been a Hobo since his 
pre-kindergarten days. 
Because his parents, 
Kent and Mandy Zessin, 
both teach at Laurel Hill 
School, Tyler was raised a 
Hobo. Laurel Hill’s unique 
kindergarten-through-high-
school constituency is one 
of its strengths, he said.

“When I was a kid, I 

thought it was cool how 
the high schoolers would 
interact with us, and now 
I can interact with the 
little kids,” Tyler said. “I 
have conversations with 
kindergartners on a daily 
basis.”

“Tyler Zessin is an 
amazing young man. 
He epitomizes the 
term, ‘all-American 
good guy,’” Laurel Hill 
School Principal Susan BRIAN HUGHES | News Bulletin

Laurel Hill School senior Tyler Zessin hopes to return 
to school after college as a teacher and sports coach.

Zessin following in his parents’ footsteps

See ZESSIN PAGE 18

Class Sponsor: Debra Adams
President:  Kasey Harrison
Vice President: Lauren Pool
Secretary: Maegan Goodwin

•••
Class Colors: Silver & Blue
Flower: White Rose
Song: “I Made It” by Kevin Rudolf
Class motto: “Life brings tears, smiles, and memories. The 
tears dry, the smiles fade, but the memories last forever.” 
 ~Author Unknown

LAUREL HILL CLASS OF 2012



Laurel Hill School Class of 2012

By Mark C. Curenton
From the News Bulletin Archives

Even before its incorporation, the 
community we know today as Laurel 
Hill recognized the importance of in-
vesting in the education of our chil-
dren. In 1891, the community, then part 
of Walton County, built its fi rst school, 
a one-room log building southwest of 
town, less than a mile east of the lau-
rel tree from which the town took its 
name. The county paid a teacher a re-
markably low salary to conduct a three-
month summer term for children of all 
ages. 

Five years later, the county built 
more comfortable desks and a larger 
playground. Nearby, small schools 
were started in the communities of 
Sardis, Magnolia, Svea and Central.

By 1919, as Laurel Hill, then part 
of the newly formed Okaloosa County, 
continued to grow, a two-story brick 
school with 12 classrooms plus an au-
ditorium with a stage was construct-
ed. The small regional area schools 
were consolidated into Laurel Hill’s 
new school, which offered classes for 
grades one through 12. 

Home economics and vocational 
agriculture were added to the curricu-
lum. The fi rst graduating class in 1922 
had one student. In 1925, the school 
was added to the state’s accredited list, 
a commercial department was added 
in 1927 and by 1928 there were three 
graduates.

Disaster struck when in 1931 the 
school burned and the Great Depres-
sion delayed immediate rebuilding. 
Classes continued unabated, however, 
in various locations throughout the 
community.

By 1934, bonds had been issued to 
begin the new Laurel Hill School, which 
was moved to a more suitable location 
half a mile south of town to its pres-

ent location. Using Works Progress 
Administration labor, the new school 
included 16 classrooms, a library, an 
offi ce and an auditorium/gymnasium. 
More courses were added to the cur-
riculum.

The 1955-56 school year saw the 
completion of a lunch room/auditorium 
where hot lunches were prepared for 
the growing student body. The same 
year, a vocational agriculture building 
was added, complete with a classroom, 
workshop and an offi ce.

The ’60s were a decade of progress, 
with a full-time secretary added to the 
staff and projectors, recorders and re-
cord players enriching the library pro-
gram. Much-needed hall lockers were 
welcomed by the student body, and 
needed storage space and an equip-
ment shed were added. But perhaps 
most important was the addition of a 
long-needed kindergarten program for 
5-year-olds. At the same time, Laurel 
Hill School was completely integrated.

During the 1969-70 school year, the 
growing athletic program was reward-
ed with a new gymnasium at a cost 
of $152,000, boasting a 90-by-50-foot 
playing fl oor and seating for 850 fans. 
The former gymnasium enhanced the 
arts education with its conversion into 
classrooms for visual and music arts, 
as well as for the kindergarten.

In 1972, a greenhouse was built and 
horticulture was added to the curricu-
lum. The class of 1972, composed of 19 
seniors, was the last to graduate from 
this building: Disaster struck again 
when lightning struck the building in 
July, setting it afi re and destroying all 
but the gymnasium, cafetorium and 
vocational agriculture buildings. But 
Laurel Hill again proved its resiliency, 
and the next school year started on 
time on Aug. 28, with classes housed in 
hastily erected barracks and portable 
classrooms.

A new, modern school building was 
begun in March 1973. At the end of the 
term, 30 seniors received their diplo-
mas, two weeks after the new build-
ing was ready for occupancy. The new 
school came complete with modern 
furnishings, central heat and air condi-
tioning and carpeting throughout.

In 1976-77, a larger and more attrac-
tive cafetorium was constructed with 
an enlarged kitchen, folding doors to 
create several multipurpose areas and 
a seating capacity of 250. The school’s 
breakfast program began at this time, 
and the former cafetorium became 
classrooms for music, art, special edu-
cation and compensatory education.

The agriculture building was com-
pletely remodeled during the 1983-84 
school year, and a new weight room was 
built in the summer of 1984 for Laurel 
Hill’s championship Hobo athletes. A 
new one-penny countywide tax dedi-
cated to education allowed the school 
to add six new elementary classrooms, 
four high school classrooms, a teach-
er’s lounge and two faculty restrooms 
during the 1996-97 year.

In recent years, a new elementary 
playground was constructed; the girls’ 
softball team received new dugouts, 
backstops and a home run fence; and 
the boys and girls locker rooms were 
completely renovated. 

Computer labs were added and 
have been upgraded for both high 
school and elementary students, and 
new carpeting and tile was installed in 
the main building. The science lab has 
been renovated and upgraded, security 
gates were added to the gym entrances 
and the gym was air conditioned. New 
landscaping and sidewalk repairs en-
hance the appearance of the school.

Originally printed in the Laurel 
Hill Community Guide, published by 
the Laurel Hill Presbyterian Church.

Tyler 
Zessin

Laqueatta 
Williams

Lily 
Starling

Andrew 
Stanley

Jeffrey 
Sory

Andrew 
Smith

Kyle 
Slingerland

Tyler 
Simmons

Sara 
Schulmeister

Caitlyn 
Posey

Lauren 
Pool

Michelle 
McLemor

Aimee 
Mack

Chance 
King

Walter 
Kelley

Kasey 
Harrison

Maegan 
Goodwin

Ashley 
Goodwin

Daniel 
Fortune

Austin 
Folkerts

Austyn 
Evans

Chad 
Dodds

Travon 
Calloway

Seth 
Bridges

A HISTORY OF 
LAUREL HILL SCHOOL
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Congratulations to our
2012 Graduates!

682-1220 • 625 N. Ferdon Blvd. • Crestview, Florida

Lowrey-Sexton said. “It’s been an 
absolute pleasure to have watched 
him grow up, making the most of his 
talents and abilities, with humility and a 
commitment to what is good in his life.”

With his dad as a Hobo coach, it’s only 
logical that Tyler soon joined the school’s 
teams. In fact, his love of sports takes up 
much of his extracurricular hours.

“If I’m not here in school, I’m doing 
something sports-related,” he said. “I 
really don’t have a lot of free time during 
sports seasons.”

But there is also more to this busy 
senior’s life.

“Clubs take up lots of time, too,” Tyler 
said.

This year he is president of the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 
president of the Beta Club and school 
resource adviser on the Student Council. 
When other students need to know 
the ins and outs of Laurel Hill School, 
especially if they’re newcomers, as an 
insider, it’s the school resource adviser 
whose advice they seek.

“If another student has a question, 
they come to me,” Tyler said.

In the fall, Tyler plans to attend 
Lurleen B. Wallace Community 
College in Andalusia, Ala., and major 
in education administration. He then 
plans to continue studying in that fi eld, 
preferably at Auburn or Florida State 
University, before returning to school as 
an educator.

“I honestly couldn’t see myself doing 
anything else,” Tyler said. “I’ve always 
loved school. I’ve talked to my teachers 
about becoming a teacher, and they say 
as long as you do something you love, 
you’ll never work a day in your life.”

Tyler was quick to add he wants to 
be a teacher as well as a sports coach, 
or perhaps even a physical education 
teacher.

“Maybe someday I’ll get a job in the 
administration offi ce,” he said.

Tyler encouraged the students who 
follow him to take advantage of Laurel 
Hill School’s many opportunities.

“Enjoy it while you’re here,” he 
said. “Never take anything for granted 
because these years go by fast. Get 
involved in sports and clubs. Besides, it 
looks great on college applications!”

ZESSIN from Page 16

FILE PHOTOS | News Bulletin

Laurel Hill Hoboes take 
a moment out of a trip 
to New York trip for a 
group picture in front 

of the famous Angel of 
the Waters fountain on 

the Bethesda Terrace 
in Central Park. At 

right, Laurel Hill School 
elementary students 

surround Vietnam 
War veteran Gary 

Collinsworth as he shows 
them a shell fi red from 
a warplane on which 

he served. The plane is 
exhibited at the Air Force 

Armaments Museum.

High school student 
Courtney Lamica of 
Laurel Hill School 
displays and creates 
manga during the 
annual community 
Oktoberfestival of the 
Arts.



Laurel Hill School Class of 2012 in Sports
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Congratulation
Graduates

from a 1975 
Crestview

DAWG!

Sherrie Lundy
OWNER

Laquetta 
Williams 

explodes to 
the basket for 

the Hoboes. 
Below, Sarah 
Schumeister 
slams home 
a spike for 

the Laurel Hill 
volleyball team.

FILE PHOTOS | News 
Bulletin

Kasey Harrison helped lead 
the Laurel Hill softball team to 
a district title as she closed out 
her high school career. Kyle 
Slingerland, right, was the No. 1 
arm on the Hobo baseball team.

Travon Calloway eyes the mark as 
he brings the ball upcourt.
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Your graduation is a milestone in your life.

Congratulations!
Kathleen 

Vallin
Amber 
Treaster

Megan 
Sweeney

Collin 
Smith

Conner 
Wilber

Sarah 
White

Jacob 
Watt

Kimmie 
Walker

Jay 
Vishwanath

Ashley 
Sennett

Lynzie 
Scott

Morgan 
Rogers

Kodi 
Richardson

Katherine 
Sims

Brittny 
Ostermann

Lucas 
O’Neill

Erica 
Newman

Hannah 
Naylor

Tiffany 
Morgan

David 
Majors

Peter 
Mahon

Alan 
Langley

Storm 
Johnson

Miranda 
Jahn

Molly 
Hils

Kendall 
Gray

Jessica 
Gartman

Justin 
Garland

Austin 
Frazier

Jacob 
Chisolm

Courtney 
Campbell

Dylan 
Brock

Ben 
Brethauer

Raquel 
Bolanos

Minellis 
Andujar

Mariah 
Hills

John Cody 
Allen

Collegiate High School

Northwest Florida State College



Salute to the Class of 2012
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Congratulations to all 2012 Graduates

Roy M. Nakaiye, DDS, P.A.
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525 E. Cedar Ave.
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to all our graduates and
      their parents for a job well done.

We are here for all your gift & jewelry needs, repairs, sizing, 
setting stones, etc. Free cleaning and inspections.

John Andrew 
Lawrence

Michael 
Obrigewitch

Elizabeth 
Marshall

Carolyn 
Hudson

Hayley 
Burgess

William 
Bowers

Richbourg   School

Rocky Bayou Christian School
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Crestview’s Alex 
Campagne turns the 
corner against rival 
Choctawhatchee. 
At left, Gator senior 
hitter Laurie Steele 
was named the 
Player of the Year 
as she helped 
lead Baker to a 
ninth-consecutive 
district volleyball 
championship.

Above, Baker senior 
sprinters Ivory Smith 
and Tikea Davis fi re 

out of the blocks 
in the 100-meter 

dash at the district 
track meet. Smith 

won the event and 
went on to capture 
his second straight 
title in the 400. At 

right, Tyler Zessin hit 
two home runs in 

his fi nal home game 
for the Laurel Hill 

baseball team.

Crestview’s Alex Crestview’s Alex 
Campagne turns the Campagne turns the 
corner against rival corner against rival 
Choctawhatchee. Choctawhatchee. 
At left,At left,
hitter Laurie Steele hitter Laurie Steele hitter Laurie Steele 
was named the was named the was named the 
Player of the Year Player of the Year 
as she helped as she helped 
lead Baker to a lead Baker to a 
ninth-consecutive ninth-consecutive 
district volleyball district volleyball 
championship.championship.



ALMA MATERS

Salute to the Class of 2012
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Best Wishes to all 2012 Graduates!
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Congratulations 
Class of 2012!

T H E  T U N E  B E H I N D  O U R 

From the News Bulletin Archives

What do the alma maters 
of Baker, Crestview and 
Laurel Hill high schools 
have in common with 
those of the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, Emory and Vanderbilt 
universities? They — and 
more than 20 other colleges 
and universities, plus 
uncountable middle and 
high schools nationwide, 

including one in Andalusia, 
Ala. — all share the same 
tune.

Best known as Cornell 
University’s “Far Above 
Cayuga’s Waters,” it was 
fi rst adapted in 1870 by a 
pair of Cornell roommates, 
using a slight variation on a 
melody by New Englander 
H.S. Thompson from his 
1857 ballad “Annie Lisle” 
(rhymes with “while”). 

The fi rst verse of the fi rst 

alma mater to appropriate 
Thompson’s ballad goes:

Far above Cayuga’s 
waters, with its waves of blue,

Stands our noble alma 
mater, glorious to view.

Lift the chorus, 
Speed it onward, 
Loud her praises tell;
Hail to thee, our alma 

mater! Hail, all hail, Cornell!

But far from being 

the cheerful, rousing, 
inspirational tune that might 
inspire an alma mater, “Annie 
Lisle” is a sad, depressing 
lament. It is generally 
considered, though not 
specifi cally mentioned in the 
lyrics, that poor Annie died 
of tuberculosis. Originally 
published by Oliver Ditson 
& Co., the antebellum tune’s 
chorus goes:

Wave willows, 

Murmur waters,
Golden sunbeams, smile!
Earthly music cannot 

waken
Lovely Annie Lisle.

Though the lyrics to 
“Annie Lisle” have drifted 
into obscurity (which some 
might fi nd something of a 
relief), the song’s music 
lives on in the hearts of 
loyal Gators, Bulldogs and 
Hoboes county-wide. 

BAKER SCHOOL ALMA MATER
On a far off southern border
A writ against the sky
Proudly waves our Alma Mater
As the years roll by.

Baker High School
Baker High School

May she live for aye.
May her teams be ever winners
And her pride display.

CRESTVIEW HIGH SCHOOL 
ALMA MATER

As we stand here
At your portals,
And our voices rise,
Singing of our dear, fond memories
Of old Crestview High.

Praises to our Alma Mater
Let our praises ring.
We will never, ne’er forget thee.
Praises we will sing.

LAUREL HILL SCHOOL ALMA 
MATER

’Mong the rolling Hills of Florida 
In a sleepy town 
Stands our noble Alma Mater, 
Proudly looks she down.  

Lift your voices, 
Sing her praises 
Over rock and rill.  
Hail to thee our Alma Mater, 
Hail to Laurel Hill.
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The Big Red Machine performs 
during the Crestview High School 
Homecoming parade before 
leaving for Pasadena, Calif., to 
participate in the Rose Parade. 

FILE PHOTOS |
News Bulletin

Below, Baker School 
student Brianna 
Rolin, 10, assists 
Alex Butler, 5, with 
her math. Many 
older students 
at the school 
enjoy helping the 
younger students.

Tristan Forbes applies a 
whipped cream pie to 
the face of Tyler Grezlik 
as part of the Laurel Hill 
School’s junior class 
fundraiser at the Hobo 
Festival.
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