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Special to the Okeechobee News
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Special to the Okeechobee News

Kickboxers compete
Logan Ray, Lacey Campbell, Karana Bernard and Matt Tullio of Ray’s Com-
bat Kickboxing in Okeechobee competed in the 2018 International Kickbox-
ing Federation (IKF) World Classic held in Orlando. Although none came 
home with a title belt, Ray’s Combat owner Coleman Ray is proud of his 
fighters and says they are already looking forward to the 2019 World Clas-
sic. Back row from left to right are: Susan Ray, Coleman Ray and Gerald 
Shockley. Front row from left to right are: Logan Ray, Lacey Campbell and 
Kariana Bernard. For the story, see Page 8.

By Matteo Tullio
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County 
Fire Rescue conducted ad-
vanced extrication training 
over the past several weeks 
after receiving a donation 
of 12 vehicles from Total 
Roadside Services Towing 
and Recovery, greatly re-
ducing the overall cost of 
the training block.

According to OCFR 
Captain Justin Hazellief, 
the course was taught 
over a two-week block 
with the first iteration hav-

ing taken place July 9-12. 
The second half of the 
training occurred during 
July 23-26, and provided a 
more in-depth look at the 
advanced extrication tech-
niques for those victims 
heavily entrapped.

The course was a total 
of 40 hours of class time. 
OCFR had 26 personnel 
become state-certified in 
vehicle and machinery 
rescue (VMR), as well as 
eight others who utilized 
the course as a continu-

Donation of vehicles 
helps OCFR training

See OCFR — Page 8

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Tests by the University of Florida show 
the cyanobacteria bloom in the lake has 
changed.

At the start of the summer, the dom-
inant type was a species of Microcystis, 
according to Florida Department of En-
vironmental Regulation (FDEP) tests. In 
late July, the Microcystis bloom appeared 
to die off. A new bloom that has grown in 

size in August is a different type of cyano-
bacteria.

Changes in the cyanobacteria in Lake 
Okeechobee have been tracked this sum-
mer by the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration using satellite 
imagery to detect cyanobacteria in the 
water column. The NOAA imagery can-
not determine what kind of cyanobacteria 
is present.

Nitrogen from the air 
fuels blue-green algae

See ALGAE — Page 8



• Okeechobee Tourist Development 
Council (TDC), Okeechobee County Airport 
& the Landing Strip Café present the August 
Chamber Rise-Up Breakfast on Tuesday, Aug. 
21, from 7:45 to 8:30 a.m. This event consists 
of lite breakfast and three to four speakers 
on various topics and organizations affecting 
our community! The chamber loves to bring 
different networking events each month to 
accommodate all schedules! Want to attend 
both, please do! Want to but can’t, just login 
into Facebook and search #ChamberCan-
didCamera to catch up on what you missed! 
Hope to see you in person, but if not give us a 
wave on our LIVE video feed!

• Come join us on Aug. 23, from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. at 1409 S. Parrott Ave. Interested in 

learning more about your banking options, 
looking for new contacts for your business? 
Looking to share your budding new com-
pany? The chamber has the event for you! 
At the Chamber Business After Hours this 
month hosted by Seacoast National Bank, 
you can find all this and more! The Business 
After Hours begins with networking time to 
meet others in the community as well as in 
the business world! Chamber staff and am-
bassadors are there to make introductions 
and help answer any questions you may 
have. Around 5:45 p.m. the games begin! We 
often find that icebreaker games are a good 
way to get to know others at the event that 
you may not have made it to yet and allows 
us to start getting to know the evening’s host 

in a fun an inactive way whether it is a tour, 
games, contest, etc. When the fun is done, 
it’s time for the business to show us what 
they are all about, plus give out some prizes! 
Before ending, we will open the floor to com-
munity announcements and then everyone 
is dismissed to continue making the rounds 
or travel on! We look forward to seeing you 
at this event on Thursday, Aug. 23, from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. at 1409 S. Parrott Ave.

• GRAND Reopening and Ribbon-cut-
ting of Tin Fish Restaurant on Monday, Aug. 
27, from 5 to 6 p.m. Dakota Marchiano and 
her staff are looking forward in showing us 
all their new improvements and new menu 
items as well. Since becoming sole owner, 
Dakota has used her culinary creativity to en-
hance the menu using traditional recipes and 
making them her own. 

• Ribbon-cutting – Aug. 29 at noon, for 
Communities Connected for Kids, which was 
previously Devereux Community Based Care. 
It’s a re-branding initiative they called “New 
Name, Same Passion.”

“The point of our re-branding is to be fully 
integrated into the communities we serve, so 
we thought it was important to include those 
communities in the process,” said Christina 
Kaiser, community relations director for De-
vereux Community Based Care. “We think 
this is the name that best captures who we 
are,” Ms. Kaiser said. “We are four counties, 
four communities working together to en-
sure the safety, permanency and well-being 

of abused, abandoned and neglected chil-
dren.” The ribbon-cutting will take place in 
their office located at 208 N.E. Seventh Street, 
in the Cowboys Plaza.

• Sept. 13, Rise Up With the Chamber at 
Brown Cow Sweetery, located at 103 S.W.
Park St., from 7:45 to 8:30 a.m. Mark and 
Paulette Bragel have invited us back to their 
amazing chocolate factory. 

• OK Corral Gun Club. You’ve heard of it, 
you know it’s there, but you just haven’t ven-
tured out. Now is your chance to come and
find out what you’ve been missing. Join us 
at The OK Corral Gun Club, located at 9449 
N.E. 48th St., on Thursday, Sept. 27, from 5 
to 6:30 p.m. for our Chamber After Hours.
Come early because there is a lot to see. 
Located on 380 acres, it’s Florida’s premier 
shooting club and western town hosting 10
outdoor shooting venues, 24 rustic chic cab-
ins, two banquet venues, a restaurant, a fully 
stocked pro shop and a staff that never stops 
smiling. You will leave wanting to book your
next event there. A strong recommendation 
is to RSVP, particularly for the tour as space is 
limited. Beverages and snacks will be served 
and all attendees will receive a free gift.

Tours of the facility will be offered at 5 
p.m. with an education icebreaker at 5:45 
p.m. and a presentation by the general man-
ager and events director at 6 p.m.

2  Okeechobee News August 15, 2018

image courtesy of Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute

      WilD
Alaskan Salmon
      WilD
Alaskan Salmon

^

in season now!

Today: Partly cloudy. A 
stray shower or thunderstorm 
is possible. High near 90F. 
Winds ESE at 5 to 10 mph.

Tonight: Clear skies. Low 
72F. Winds light and variable.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: Mostly sunny in the morning 

with isolated thunderstorms developing lat-
er in the day. High 91F. Winds ESE at 5 to 10 
mph. Chance of rain 30%.

Thursday Night: Clear skies. Low 72F. 
Winds E at 5 to 10 mph.

Friday: Generally sunny despite a few 
afternoon clouds. High 91F. Winds E at 5 to 
10 mph.

Friday Night: Clear. Low 72F. Winds 
ENE at 5 to 10 mph.

Okeechobee Forecast

Special to the Okeechobee News

PALMDALE — Gatorama will host its 15th 
annual Alligator Hatching Festival daily from 
Aug. 18 through Sept. 3 at the animal park at 
10665 U.S. 27, Palmdale.

It is the time of year that chirping, grunt-
ing and snapping baby alligators emerge 
from their shells to meet the world!

“This is a great opportunity for parents 
to teach their children about one of nature’s 
fascinating life cycles,” said Gatorama own-
er Allen Register. “For the next couple of 
weeks we will welcome over five thousand 
alligators into the world at Gatorama. Guests 
will be able to see and feel these little baby 
alligators wiggle out of the eggs.”

Visitors to Gatorama will also be able to 

learn about the history of the American alli-
gator and how the populations have been 
protected through one of the most truly 
successful, sustainable-use management 
programs ever implemented. American alli-
gators have been off the endangered spe-
cies list since 1987 and populations are still 
growing. Alligator farming is an important 
part of the program.

New exhibits and activities for everyone 
have been added since rebuilding the park 
due to Hurricane Irma damage last Septem-
ber.

“With our website, guests may book res-
ervations online and bypass the line at the 
front desk and go to a special queue to have 
their e-tickets scanned! This improvement 
should allow us to provide a smoother ex-

perience for our guests,” Mr. Register said.
Hatching times are listed on Gatorama’s 

website. The Hatching Festival runs every 
day through Sept 3. After-school hatching 
times are available at 5 p.m. each weekday. 
Regular admission includes the educational 
hatching programs. For guests who want a 
hands-on experience, a “Hatch and Hold” 
package is available.

Gatorama opened in 1957 as one of Flor-
ida’s first alligator attractions. It is still a pop-
ular tourist attraction as well as an operating 
alligator farm.

For more information, prices and direc-
tions as well as to book your Hatch and Hold 
package, visit www.gatorama.com or www.
hatchingfestival.com.

Gatorama hosts annual Alligator Hatching Festival

Chamber of Commerce News

Special to the Okeechobee News
Gatorama will welcome over 5,000 alli-
gators in the next few weeks.
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Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists
• Metal & Shingle Roofs 
• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338

Lake Okeechobee 
Real Estate 
Magazine 
In Print & Online 

your best resource for
finding your dream home

Realtors, to place your 
advertisement in our magazine, 

contact one of our dedicated 
sales representatives 

863.763.3134

Find Your Way 

LakeOkeechobeeRealEstateMagazine.com

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Two businesses at the City of 
Okeechobee’s main intersection of U.S. 441 
and State Road 70 face fines for failure to 
maintain their properties.

The Okeechobee CVS and Walgreens 
properties have both been found in violation 
of the city’s codes. 

The city code defines public nuisance as 
“the existence of excessive accumulation 
of litter or untended vegetation, garbage, 
weeds, or other dead or living plant life; or 
places holding stagnant water, and all other 
objectionable, unsightly or unsanitary mat-
ter upon any lot, track of land within the city, 
whether uncovered or under shelter.”

City code also requires: “All owners of 

improved property shall cut and keep cut 
all weeds, grasses or undergrowth on the 
entire property, to a height not to exceed 
eight inches. Also, all landscaping shall be 
trimmed and kept in a neat appearance so 
as not to adversely affect the aesthetic ap-
pearance of the property and adjacent prop-
erties.”

On Jan. 9, the city code board found 
Okeechobee Park Street LLUC (Walgreens) 
in violation of city codes related to landscap-
ing and public nuisance, and imposed a fine 
of $50 per day until the violations come into 
compliance. As of Aug. 2, the accrued fine 
was $8,250. 

“The city has made personal contact with 
the store and/or district management on nu-
merous occasions regarding this lien, but it 
appears no one at the district or corporate 

office is willing to make an effort to resolve 
the compliance issue,” wrote City Attorney 
John Cook in an Aug. 2 letter to the com-
pany.

“Under Florida Statute, if a lien remains 
unresolved in excess of 90 days, the city 
council may recommend that a lien fore-
closure be filed in circuit court against the 
offending party. This time period has now 
elapsed, but further action has not to date 
been presented to the city council for con-
sideration,” Mr. Cook wrote.

“At this time the city will postpone fur-
ther action for a period of 30 days to await 
a response. You are advised that even if the 
violations are resolved, the accrued mone-
tary lien will remain in effect until paid, or a 
corporate representative appears at a code 
board meeting to request a fine reduction,” 

Mr. Cook wrote.
In similar action, in a Feb. 13 hearing, the 

city code board found Spirit CV Okeechobee 
FL LLC (the CVS property) in violation of
city codes related to landscaping/public nui-
sance.

The accrued fine as of Aug. 2 was $6,850.
This business was also given 30 days to 

respond to an Aug. 2 letter from the city at-
torney.

“It may or may not be feasible for the city
to file a foreclosure action, but it certainly 
would be embarrassing to the company if 
this action were to occur,” wrote Mr. Cook. 
“This city would much rather have the store 
come into compliance with codes, as it 
would resolve the enforcement issue, and 
result in an aesthetic improvement to the 
location.”

Local businesses cited for code violations

Special to the Okeechobee News

TAMPA — AAA will give Florida 
eighth-graders the chance to go on the trip 
of a lifetime. The Auto Club Group will hold 
a contest where the winners receive free 
round-trip airfare to Amsterdam, travel insur-
ance, money for passports and a river cruise 
through the Netherlands and Belgium.

The Auto Club Group is partnering with 
AMA Waterways and Allianz Global Assis-
tance to provide the trip. A total of 60 stu-
dents in select states will be chosen to go on 
what AAA calls the “Discovery Crew” cruise.

The contest runs from Aug. 21 through 
Sept. 21. Students can enter at AAA.com/
DiscoveryCrew.

To be eligible, students must be:
• Entering the eighth grade in good 

standing;
• At least 13 years old;
• Reside in Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Mich-

igan, Nebraska, North Dakota, Tennessee, 
Wisconsin or select areas of Illinois, Indiana 
or Minnesota; 

• Visit AAA.com/DiscoveryCrew to con-
firm eligibility.

Winners will be selected based on:
• A creative selfie, showcasing their love 

for travel; and,
• Their answers to three essay questions: 
1. Why do you want to go on this trip?

2. How do rivers affect the communities 
through which they run?

3. During the trip, you’ll meet many peo-
ple. In what ways do you expect the people 
you meet to be similar to and different from 
yourself and your friends and family?

Winners will be notified beginning in Oc-
tober. Those students get to bring one parent 
or legal guardian to serve as a chaperone. 
Each pair will share a cabin while sailing on 
the AMA Waterways “AmaDante” ship, from 
March 28 to April 4, 2019.

“This is the first time AAA has held a con-
test like this,” said Deborah Haas, AAA-The 
Auto Club Group vice president for travel 
products and services. “We truly want to 
inspire young travelers and make the world 
their classroom. The winners will explore 
beautiful destinations in the Netherlands 
and Belgium, learn about the people and 
their culture and create memories that will 
last a lifetime.

“AAA is extremely excited to co-sponsor 
the contest and trip,” Ms. Haas continued. 
“This would not be possible without our 
travel partners AMA Waterways — who do-
nated the cruise — and Allianz Global As-
sistance.”

Contest rules
No purchase necessary. Legal residents of 

specific zip codes served by The Auto Club 
Group within the United States who are at 

least 13 years old and who are eighth-grade 
students in good standing at their school 
at the time of entry. Void where prohibit-
ed. Contest ends 9/21/18. For official rules, 
prize descriptions, and eligible zip codes, 
visit AAA.com/DiscoveryCrew. Sponsors: 

The Auto Club Group, 1 Auto Club Drive,
Dearborn, MI 48126; AmaWaterways, 26010
Mureau Road, Calabasas, CA 91302; Allianz 
Global Assistance (a brand of AGA Service 
Co.), 9950 Mayland Drive, Richmond, VA
23233.

AAA announces contest for Florida eighth-graders

Okeechobee High senior photo sessions scheduled
Members of the Okeechobee High School Class of 2019 should sign up online at pres-

tigeportraits.com/fl for appointments for senior pictures. You can view this site to see 

your session options and answers to frequently asked questions.

Seniors must have these pictures taken if they want to be in the OHS yearbook.

Prestige Portraits will be on OHS campus on the following days:

• Aug. 15, 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.;

• Aug. 16, 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.;

• Aug. 20, 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.;

• Aug. 21, 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.;

• Aug. 22, 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.; and,

• Aug. 23, 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.

It is the responsibility of the student to set up an appointment.

They can only photography 35 students each session. Students are encouraged to sign 

up early. Any questions, please contact Mr. Pung for further information at pungc@okee.

k12.fl.us. Prestige Portrait Studio, 7707 S.W. Elipse Way, Stuart, can also be contacted at 

800-749-2796 or 772-463-0457.



Algae
• “My swimming pool gets algae. Maybe 

we need to treat the water in the lake like a 
pool. Just add muratic acid and chlorine.” – 
Richard Webb

• “I was on the lake this morning and I 
didn’t see any blue-green algae.” – Brock 
Hancock

• “I was all over the north end and head-
ing into the red spot on the map. I didn’t see 
absolutely anything.” – Jim Christensen

• My pond in Southern Illinois has al-
gae right now. Did it come from Lake 
Okeechobee, too? LOL! Heat and water, 
gonna get algae.” – Joan Edwards Tolbert

• “The Corps of Engineers loves to spend 
money. You know where that comes from?” 
– Jerry Glisson

• “I’m not sure what NOAA sees, but if 
they will come get on my boat, I’ll show 
them true facts!” -- Mike Krause

• “It’s hot. It’s summer. There’s algae 
in the lake. None of this is a surprise. The 
problem is the nutrient load coming in from 
north of the lake. We all know that. When 
are they going to require developments to 
control and clean their own runoff? When 
will the state provide some money to get all 
areas along waterways on sewer instead of 
septic? When will they ban landspreading of 
all treated sewage statewide?” – K. Booker

Engagement
The story about City Administrator Mar-

cos Montes de Oca proposing to his girl-
friend during a city council meeting brought 
these responses.

• “Congratulations to you both! Now 
this is what we should see more of in 
Okeechobee. Happy news! Smiles, laughter, 
love! Not all these drugs, violence, shootings, 
car wrecks, sadness!” – Elizabeth Santos

• “I like great news like this! Congratu-
lations to the happy couple!” – Judy Harris 
White
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Public Forum/Speak Out

Publisher/Editor: 
Circulation Manager: 

The Okeechobee News is published 
by Independent NewsMedia Inc, USA. 
Independent is owned by a unique trust 
that enables this newspaper to pursue a 
mission of journalistic service to the citizens 
of the community. Since no dividends are 

margins below industry standards. All after-
tax surpluses are reinvested in Independent’s 
mission of journalistic service, commitment to 
the ideals of the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution, and support of the community’s 
deliberation of public issues.

Speak Out comments can be shared 
in several ways. Comments on local is-
sues are welcome on the newspaper’s 
website at okeechobeenews.net, in 
the comments section following each 
article. Or, you can mail or drop off 
written, anonymous or signed opinions 
at the Okeechobee News office, 107 
S.W. 17th St. Suite D., Okeechobee, FL 
34974; or, email anonymous or signed 
Speak Out comments to Okeenews@
newszap.com. Thanks for participating 
in our discussion of local issues!

Faith Alive Family Church, at 3075 
S.W. Third Terrace, is non-denominational 
and Pastors Paul and Jen 
Smith would like to invite all 
to worship. Sunday service 
and kids church is at 10:30 
a.m. On Wednesday, adult 
and youth (6th-12th grade) 
service is at 6:30 p.m. Find 
them on Facebook at Faith 
Alive Family Church. On 
Facebook, they are live 
on Sunday mornings. For 
information, call 863-623-
4233.

Treasure Island 
Baptist Church, 4209 Hwy. 
441 S.E., comes with an 
exciting message of hope, 
and a vision to reach out to 
all people in Okeechobee 
and the surrounding area. Pastor Douglas 

T. Ryan graduated from Hobe Sound Bible 
College. Be looking out for him in your 

community as he boldly 
encourages people 
everywhere to start a new 
exciting life with Jesus 
Christ as their guide. We 
welcome all to our family 
of friendly people who 
just seek to show you an 
outpouring of Gods love. 
Our service on Sunday 
starts at 10:30 a.m. with 
Sunday school at 9:30 
a.m. We also invite all to 
our Wednesday or Sunday 
evening gathering at 6:30 
p.m.

The Pentecostals of 
Okeechobee, 405 S.W. 
10th Ave., have services 

on the followings days and times: Sunday 

school, all ages is at 10 a.m.; Sunday word 
and worship is at 11 a.m.; Tuesday prayer 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m.; and Wednesday 
worship, Bible study and kids church is at 7 
p.m. Pastor Raymond Warren can be reached 
at 863-634-4567, email: penteofokee@
yahoo.com, www.okeepentecostals.com. 
Spanish services are also available; call for 
times of services.

Victory Baptist Church, 500 S.W. 9th 
St., would like to invite the public to attend 

any or all of their services each Sunday. 
Sunday School is at 10 a.m. for all ages. 
Morning worship service is at 10:45 a.m. 
and includes old fashioned preaching and 
singing. The youth band consists of the 
piano, violin, mandolin and guitar, as well 
as various singing groups. Sunday evening 
service is at 7 p.m. Wednesday evening 
prayer and Bible study and kids bible club 
is at 7 p.m. The King James Bible is used. 
For information, please call 863-763-0669. 

Area churches host special events and times

Dear Community,
Our Lake Okeechobee Elks Lodge #2871 

will host a Halloween Event on Wednesday, 
Oct. 31, from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Okeechobee 
Agri-Civic Center.

We would like to invite you to join us 
with a commitment of a booth. There is no 
booth rental required; the booths will be 10 
feet wide and 15 feet deep. The booths will 
line the walls inside the arena floor. We ask 
that you donate a minimum of 10 large bags 
of candy for the event.

Your booth needs to have a Halloween 
theme, and please have a simple quick 
game for the children to play, such as a 
bean bag toss, or Nerf objects to try to hit 
the bull’s eye. These are just suggestions! Be 
creative! Make it fast and fun! Decorate the 
area in spooky fashion! Dress yourself and 
your volunteers for the part!

This event is an attempt to keep our 
children off the streets, out of traffic and 
safe! The candy must be sealed in the bag 
it was purchased in until it arrives and is 
opened for distribution, therefore offering 
some control against tampering. Please 
ensure that the individual pieces of candy 
are separately wrapped and in sealed bags.

There will be some concessions onsite, 
that evening and prior to the start. Setup can 
be done during the afternoon starting at 3 
p.m. If you need to set up earlier than that, 
please let us know!

We wish this event to be a fun, family 
event! There will be presence of sheriff ’s 
office personnel and Okeechobee County 
Fire Department EMT staff.

If you cannot provide a booth, please 
consider making a donation of candy or 

monies to use to purchase additional treats 
for the attendants! Perhaps consider being 
a collection site also! We will be advertising 
this event on WOKC Radio, the Okeechobee 
News, sending mass emails through groups 
and on Facebook! Please contact us ASAP to
ensure your spot at the event and to have 
your treats picked up! If you wish to be
a collection site, also let us know, we will 
provide a decorated box and announce your
location!

Thank you for being a part of our
wonderful community! Together, we can
make a difference!

Lake Okeechobee Elks #2871

Million-dollar education
As one of 10 children, there was no such

thing as your own room. One night we were
awakened to urgent orders to go in the other
bedroom. We didn’t know why, but we
obeyed. The Hungarian Revolution was in
full swing. Refugees were coming into our
country. Churches were forming coalitions 
to find homes for these people. The Polish
Catholic church in our town had arranged 
for host families for a trainload of refugees.
The wrong train arrived. There were no
host families for this group. But then there
were. Every one of those travelers had a 
family willing to help them. These men 
were scared, couldn’t speak English, had
no one and only the clothes on their back.
And, as the months wore on, they learned 
English with our help, got jobs and were
assimilated into America. It was a million-
dollar education for me, and I’ll treasure it
forever.

J.T. Martin

Letters to the Editor
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By Matteo Tullio
Okeechobee News

A 31-year-old Okeechobee woman was 
the victim of a theft involving a lottery-style 
scam.

On Aug. 9, Deputy Jose Garcia of 
the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Office 
(OCSO) responded to Publix Super Market 
in regard to a theft complaint.

Deputy Garcia spoke with the com-
plainant, who reportedly informed him 
that she was approached by a male wear-
ing a white T-shirt with red stripes and a 
black hat, who apparently shook her hand, 
gave her a hug and said that he had won 
$400,000 but needed $4,000 as a down 
payment so he could retrieve the funds. 
The man supposedly agreed to give the 
woman $10,000 if she was able to provide 
him the $4,000.

The woman reportedly got into a vehi-
cle with the man, where she then met a 
woman seated in the passenger seat on 
their way to Aldi Super Market. The wom-
an in the passenger seat apparently said 
she needed to go to her house briefly to 
grab the money she supposedly left on 
the kitchen table. The complainant then 
reported that both she and the man exited 
the vehicle and waited in the parking lot for 
the woman’s return.

The report then stated that once the 
female returned to the parking lot, the 

trio went to Bank of America, where they 
dropped off the complainant, who then 
went into the bank and withdrew $4,000 
from her account. As she left the bank, the 
complainant noticed the car had parked 
around the corner of the bank. She then 
proceeded to the vehicle, and they all went 
to a parking lot outside of Publix Super 
Market.

The complainant then asked the couple 
for their names, to which the male replied 
Juan Carlos Cruz and the female gave the 
one-word answer of Esmeralda, per the 
report. Esmeralda then went into grocery 
store to supposedly purchase stamps and 
paper to send the $4,000 and Tylenol for 
Juan because his leg was in some kind 
of supposed pain. The complainant said 
Esmeralda came out of the store with a 
grocery bag that appeared to be wrapped 
around some kind of object before enter-
ing the vehicle and asking the complainant 
to go into the store and purchase the Tyle-
nol. Esmeralda stated to the complainant 
that the store supposedly refused to sell her 
the over-the-counter medication due to her 
alleged pregnancy, noted the report.

The report then stated the woman gave 
the $4,000 to Juan while in the vehicle and 
Esmeralda gave the woman the grocery 
bag she had earlier and claimed that it con-
tained the $10,000. Esmeralda then appar-
ently asked the woman again to go into the 

store and retrieve the medicine, that she 
now stated was paid for but needed to be 
picked up and then gave her a receipt. The 
woman reportedly went into the store and 
asked for the medicine from the pharmacy. 
The pharmacy apparently told the woman 
that no one had paid for any medication 
and when she went outside to look for the 
car and couple they were gone. She then 
opened the grocery bag, found an empty 
balled-up envelope and then decided to 
call law enforcement.

The report concluded that the victim 
gave a written statement as to the incident 
along with a brief description of the vehicle 
and suspects to law enforcement. Deputy 
Garcia reportedly went to Bank of Ameri-
ca and discussed the matter with the bank 
manager. The manager provided the bank 
statement of the $4,000 withdrawn and in-
formed him that he would have to contact 
the bank’s fraud investigation department 
to obtain the outside and inside video re-
cordings of the bank. OCSO Deputy Tyler 
Ott reportedly went into Publix Super Mar-
ket to obtain the video footage in an at-
tempt to identify the possible suspects. The 
video and bank statements were submitted 
into evidence. Deputy Garcia’s report stat-
ed that he will attempt to locate Juan and 
Esmeralda on his next shift and the investi-
gation is still pending.

OCSO has put out examples of different
types of scams, warning the community to
not fall victim to them:

• The Internal Revenue Service will
never call you on the phone and state you 
must pay or be arrested.

• A law enforcement agency will never 
call and say there is a warrant for your ar-
rest but if you pay they will dismiss it.

• If someone says they need your help
to cash a check because they have no iden-
tification, say “no” and walk away or hang 
up the phone.

• If someone contacts you stating that
your loved one is in dire straights (jail, traf-
fic crash, hospital, etc.) and needs money: 
Take the time necessary to try to contact the 
individual or someone who would know 
that person’s whereabouts and would able 
to verify the condition of the loved one in
question. Do not just send money out of 
immediate fear.

• The Social Security Administration
will not contact you and ask for money.

• If someone claims they or you, have 
won the lottery and need your help to col-
lect the money (via prepaid credit cards,
iTunes gift cards, etc.) walk away, end the
phone call or do not respond to the email/
text message.

If something sounds too good to be 
true, it probably is!

Okeechobee woman loses thousands in lottery scam

The following individuals were 
arrested on felony or driving under 
the influence (DUI) charges by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Office 
(OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), the Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) or the Department of Correc-
tions (DOC).

• Shana Lynn Dana, 40, was arrested 
Aug. 10 by Officer Ryan Holroyd on a Hend-
ry County felony warrant charging her with 
unlawful sale, manufacture, alteration, deliv-
ery, uttering or possession of counterfeit-re-
sistant prescription blanks for controlled 
substances. Her bond was set at $25,000.

• Lisa Aguilar Garcia-Cardena, 45, North-
east 55th Trail, Okeechobee, was arrested 

Aug. 10 by Deputy Shane Bogner on a DOC 
felony warrant charging her with violation of 
probation - possession of a controlled sub-
stance (cocaine) without a valid prescription 
and a misdemeanor charge of violation of 
probation - use or possession of drug par-
aphernalia. She is being held without bond.

• Thomas David Arnold, 33, Southeast 
50th Avenue, Okeechobee, was arrested 
Aug. 12 by DOC Officer Sherry Anderson 
on a felony charge of violation of probation 
- possession of firearm by convicted felon. 
He was arrested Aug. 13 by the Okeechobee 
Narcotics Task Force on felony charges of 
trafficking a controlled substance (hero-
in), trafficking a controlled substance (hy-
dromorphone), possession of a controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) without a 
valid prescription, possession of a controlled 

substance (alprazolam) without a valid pre-
scription and misdemeanor charges of pos-
session of a controlled substance (cannabis) 
without a valid prescription and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. He is being held with-
out bond.

• Demetris Dennis Campbell, 19, Cali-
ente Drive, Jacksonville, was arrested Aug. 
12 by Deputy Jonathon Gove on a Jackson-
ville County felony warrant charging him 
with violation of probation. He is being held 
without bond.

• James Emory Choquette, 44, North-
west 35th Avenue, Okeechobee, was arrest-
ed Aug. 13 by Officer Michael Jordan on a 
felony charge of possession of a controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) without 
a valid prescription and a misdemeanor 
charge of retail theft. His bond was set at 
$3,000.

• Ranasia McCray, 15, Northeast 39th 

Boulevard, Okeechobee, was arrested Aug.
13 by Deputy Tyler Ott on a felony charge
of battery by a person being detained in a
detention facility upon other detainee. She
was booked into the Okeechobee County
Jail and then transported to the St. Lucie Re-
gional Detention Center in Fort Pierce.

• Bufford Tyson Wilson, 30, Northeast
Fourth Street, Okeechobee, was arrested
Aug. 13 by Deputy Stephen Paladino on
an Okeechobee County felony warrant
charging him with possession of a weapon 
by a convicted felon. His bond was set at
$15,000.

This column lists arrests and not con-
victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 
listed here who is later found innocent or
has had the charges against them dropped 
is welcome to inform this newspaper. The 
information will be confirmed and printed.

Arrest Report

Special to the Okeechobee News

TALLAHASSEE — In recognition of Pur-
ple Heart recipients and their families on 
National Purple Heart Day, Florida Commis-
sioner of Agriculture Adam H. Putnam spon-
sored a proclamation that dedicates 4,500 
acres of the Lake Wales Ridge State Forest 
as a Purple Heart Tract. The Military Order 
of the Purple Heart’s Purple Heart Trail Pro-
gram began in 1992 to create a symbolic and 
honorary system of transportation routes 

and monuments that honor the nation’s 
Purple Heart recipients.

“As Americans, the brave men and wom-
en in the U.S. armed forces have secured 
our freedom and liberty,” said Commission-
er Putnam. “More than 1.9 million service 
members have been wounded or died de-
fending our country, and this Purple Heart 
Tract is one way we can appreciate our na-
tion’s heroes and honor them in perpetuity.”

Mr. Putnam hosted the second annu-
al Operation Outdoor Freedom Purple 

Heart Day event at Camp Prairie, a facility 
dedicated to hosting wounded veterans 
and Operation Outdoor Freedom events. 
The fully-equipped camp consists of bunk 
houses, an outdoor kitchen, dining area and 
restroom facilities, and is outfitted to accom-
modate the needs of every veteran. Partici-
pants enjoyed airboat tours, swamp buggy 
rides and a prepared lunch. 

Spearheaded by Commissioner Put-
nam, Operation Outdoor Freedom provides 
wounded veterans with guided hunts, fish-

ing trips, canoe tours and other outdoor rec-
reational activities free of charge. Since the
program was launched in 2011, Operation 
Outdoor Freedom has hosted more than 
3,600 wounded veterans on more than 480 
outdoor events.

Wounded veterans participate in these 
events on state forests, private lands and 
along the state’s coast, and the excursions 
are funded through private donations.

For more information, visit OperationOut-
doorFreedom.com.

Commissioner Putnam designates Purple Heart tract in Lake Wales
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Dorothy Hope Hiscock, 88
OKEECHOBEE — Dorothy Hope Hiscock

died Aug. 13, 2018. She was born Jan. 19, 
1930 in Phillipston,
Mass. to the late Fred-
rick and Lena (Duni-
can) Smith. A resident 
of Okeechobee since 
1990, she attended 
New Testament Bap-
tist and the American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit
64. She enjoyed crotch-
eting, sewing, reading,
and square dancing. She was a published au-
thor and member of the Jump Town Twirlers.  

Ms. Hiscock was preceded in death by her
husband, Alson E. Hiscock; son, Gary D. His-
cock; daughter, Penny Chaisson; grandson,
Dale J. Rose; and sisters, Evelyn Trevors, Jo-
An Jones, Priscilla Kletter, and Madelyn Cote.

She is survived by her daughter-in-law, Lu-
Ann Hiscock, of Massachusetts; grandchil-
dren, Allison Tindall (Shane), of Okeechobee,
Melanie Justus (Steve), of Indiana, and Josh-
ua Hiscock (Jennifer), of Virginia; great grand-
children, Stephen Chaisson, of Boca Raton,
Alson Chaisson, of Okeechobee, and Jonathin 
Troendle, of Indiana; sister, June Abraira, of 
Sanford; and many nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be 10 a.m. until services at 11
a.m. on Thursday, Aug. 16, 2018 at Buxton &
Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home.  

Those wishing to leave a message of
condolence may sign the register book at,
www.OkeechobeeFuneralHome.com

All arrangements are entrusted to the
direction and care of the Buxton & Bass
Okeechobee Funeral Home, 400 North Par-
rott Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34972.

 Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by emailing 
obits@newszap.com. Customers may
also request photos and links to online 
guestbooks. A link to the obituaries is
available at okeechobeenews.net.

Obituaries

Democrats will meet Aug. 15
Democrats will meet on Wednesday, 

Aug. 15, at their monthly meeting at Beef 
O’ Bradys, 608 S. Parrott Ave., at 6:30 p.m.

BHR VFW will serve chicken
BHR VFW Auxiliary, Post 9528, 29012 S.R. 

78 East, is serving fried chicken and mashed 
potatoes on Wednesday, Aug. 15, at 5 p.m. 
to benefit veteran services. For more infor-
mation, phone 863-467-2882.

Big Lake hosts karaoke
Big Lake Post #10539, 3912 U.S. 441 S.E., 

will serve Philly cheese steak and Ruben 
sandwiches from 5 to 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Aug. 15. On Thursday, Aug. 16, the auxiliary 
will hold a pot luck dinner from 5 to 7 p.m. 
and karaoke with Ray from 6 to 9 p.m. Enjoy 
a steak dinner on Friday, Aug. 17, from 5 to 8 
p.m. and karaoke with Phil and Cheryl from 
6 to 10 p.m.

Legion serves tacos
American Legion Post 64, 501 S.E. Sec-

ond St., will serve margaritas and tacos from 
11 a.m. until 6 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 15. 
The grill will be open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Entertainment by Jay runs from 3 until 6 
p.m.

Artist reception set for Aug. 16
Okeechobee’s Main Street’s Arts and Cul-

tural Alliance of Okeechobee County invites 
you to the artist series reception of Dana 
Vines on Thursday, Aug. 16, from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the Okeechobee Historical County 
Courthouse.

Referral network to meet
The Okeechobee Business women’s re-

ferral network will meet Friday, Aug. 17, 
11:30 a.m. at Cowboys Restaurant, 202 N.E. 
Seventh Ave. Bring your ideas, energy and 
originality and share ideas with like-minded 
businesswomen. Please bring a small ex-
change gift. For information, contact Raye at 
863-467-2557.

VFW serves up dinner
The Buckhead Ridge VFW Post 9528, 

29012 S.R. 78 W., in Buckhead will serve 
dinner on Friday, Aug. 17, from 5:30 to 7 
p.m. The menu will include grilled boneless 
rib eye steak, grilled pork tenderloin, fried 
fish and shrimp, baked and french fried po-
tatoes, baked sweet potatoes, fried onion 
rings, salad and desert. All proceeds will go 
to homeless veterans. For information, call 
863-467-2882.

Legion will host dinner
On Friday, Aug. 17, come and enjoy din-

ner at the American Legion, 501 S.E. Second 
St. Everyone is welcome. Dinner will be fish, 
shrimps or chicken and french fry baskets, 
for a $6 donation and is served from 5 until 
8 p.m. with music from 6 to 9 p.m. For infor-
mation, call 863-763-5309.

VFW serves breakfast
The VFW Auxiliary will serve breakfast 

on Sunday, Aug. 19, at Buckhead Ridge 
VFW Post 9528, 29012 S.R. 78 W., from 8:30 
to 11 a.m. All benefits will go for veteran’s 
services. For information, call 863-467-2882.

Amvets host 5-card bingo
Join Amvets Post 200, 3651 U.S. 441 S.E. 

Suite 6, on Sunday, Aug. 19, at 2 p.m. and 
Tuesday, Aug. 21, at 2 p.m. for five-card bin-
go. For information, call 863-484-8135.

Community Events
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Legion hosts Sunday bingo
American Legion 64, 501 S.E. Second St., 

will host Sunday night bingo on Aug. 19, at 
6:30 p.m. Doors open at 5 p.m. in the bingo 
area. All proceeds will benefit the American 
Legion veterans’ programs. The event is 
open to the public.

Legion will host 5-card bingo
American Legion Post #64, 501 S.E. Sec-

ond St., will host five-card bingo on Monday, 
Aug. 20, from 1 to 3 p.m. with lunch served at 
12:30 p.m. For information, call 863-763-5309.

Healthy Start BOD to meet
Okeechobee County Healthy Start Coali-

tion Board of Directors will meet Wednes-
day, Aug. 22, at noon at The White House 
Plaza, 1132 S. Parrot Ave. The meeting is 
open to the public. The coalition is made up 
of citizens interested in promoting healthy 
pregnancies and healthy birth outcomes for 
Okeechobee County residents. For informa-
tion, contact Kay Begin at 863-462-5877.

VFW serves Wednesday dinner
The VFW Auxiliary will serve a beef bris-

ket dinner on Wednesday, Aug. 22, at Post 
9528, 29012 S.R. 78 W. All proceeds will ben-
efit Florida military veterans in distress. For 
information, call 863-467-2882.

Fall prevention lecture is set
A fall prevention lecture is set for Thurs-

day, Aug 23, at 10 a.m. at Raulerson Hospi-
tal, 1796 U.S. 441. Join four-year FSU Medical 
Students in the Raulerson Hospital Cafeteria 
as they provide an educational community 
lecture about falls prevention. Refreshments 
will be provided.

Annual banquet set
Okeechobee Friends of NRA will host 

it’s annual banquet on Friday, Aug. 24. The 
doors will open at 6 p.m. at the KOA, 4276 
U.S. 441. For information or tickets, call Jeff 
at 863-634-9474, Carrie at 863-634-8678, Ka-
tie at 863-801-7789 or Julie at 954-482-2935.

Labor Day parade is Sept. 1
The 2018 Labor Day parade will be held 

Saturday, Sept. 1. A poll was conducted
through Facebook and the community vot-
ed to change the event from traditional Mon-
day to Saturday to help kick-off Okeechobee
Main Street’s festival in the park and Cattle-
men Association’s weekend rodeo events.

Caregiver Conference set
An Okeechobee Fearless Family Care-

giver Conference will take place Thursday,
Sept. 20, at the IRSC Williamson Confer-
ence Center, 2229 N.W. Ninth Ave., from 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. with lunch included. Learn 
to balance family, work and caregiving, plus
much more. There are limited free tickets for
caregivers. For information or to register, call 
877-829-2734 or visit caregiver.com.

More Community Events can be found at
OkeechobeeNews.net in the Community
section.

Special to the Okeechobee News

The 2018 National “Drive Sober or Get 

Pulled Over” is an effort to raise aware-
ness about the dangers of impaired driving 
through a combination of high-visibility en-
forcement and public education.

The campaign will be from Wednes-
day, Aug. 15, through Monday, Sept. 3. The 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Office will 
conduct concentrated patrols looking for 
motorists who may be driving while im-
paired by alcohol or drugs. One of the dead-
liest and most often committed - yet prevent-
able - of crimes (drunk driving), has become 
a serious safety epidemic in our country.

Safe party tips
Social responsibility … this phrase en-

compasses everything from planning the 
party menu to assessing how guests will get 
home safely once the part is over. Your role 
as a responsible party host can keep your 

friends and loved ones safe.
What every host needs to know
• Don’t rely on coffee to sober up your 

guests. Only time can make someone sober.
• Beer and wine are just as intoxicat-

ing as hard liquor. A 12-ounce can of beer, 
a 5-ounce glass of wine, a 12-ounce wine 
cooler and an ounce and a half of liquor 
contact the same amount of alcohol.

• Don’t rely on someone’s physical ap-
pearance to determine if he or she has had 
too much to drink.

• Mixers won’t help dilute alcohol. Car-
bonated mixers like club soda or tonic water 
cause alcohol to be absorbed into a person’s 
system more quickly. Fruit juice and other 
sweet mixers mask the taste of alcohol and 
may cause people to drink more.

Drive sober or get pulled over
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Special to the Okeechobee News

The Florida Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services has released an-
swers to a few questions the public has 
been raising about the recent change in reg-
ulations that now requires harvesters of saw 
palmetto berries to get permits before offer-
ing Florida-grown berries for sale.

The new regulations took effect July 17.
They require, for a landowner harvesting 

palmetto berries for sale from his own prop-
erty, that a Native Plant Harvesting Permit 
(no fee required) be obtained from the De-
partment of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices, Division of Plant Industry. The permit 
application must be submitted 14 days prior 
to the intended date of harvest.

A contract harvester of palmetto berries 
on public or private land must possess writ-
ten permission from the landowner or his 
legal representative prior to harvest, as well 
as a Native Plant Harvesting Permit from the 
department prior to harvest.

Any person transporting for sale, selling 
or offering for sale saw palmetto berries, 
which were harvested from the person’s 
own property, must possess a Native Plant 
Harvesting Permit from the department.

If found by law enforcement officials to 
not meet these requirements, the harvester 
or person transporting for sale, selling or of-
fering for sale saw palmetto berries may be 
charged with a misdemeanor. The illegally 

harvested berries will be confiscated and re-
turned to the owner. If the owner cannot be 
located, the berries will be destroyed.

• Question: Do you need multiple 
permits for each property you’ll be 
harvesting on?

Answer: No, you can just list the multiple 
properties on one permit, attaching a sepa-
rate sheet and listing the properties there, if 
necessary.

• Q: Do you need multiple harvest-
ing permits for each person harvesting 
berries?

A: No, you can simply list the people on 
one permit in the space provided and make 
a copy for each person listed.

• Q: What if there are too many peo-
ple to list in the space provided that 
will be harvesting?

A: Simply list whoever will be in charge, 
for instance, the supervisors/crew leaders, 
so that they may vouch for those picking un-
der them.

• Q: Do you need a permit if you are 
harvesting on your own land?

A: Yes, if you plan to transport and sell 
the berries.

• Q: Do you need letters of permis-
sion for each property?

A: Yes; however, if one person owns mul-
tiple properties, then they can just list those 
multiple properties on their one letter of per-
mission for that individual.

• Q: Does a buyer, transporter or 
processor need a harvesting permit?

A: No. The only exception is if they are 
also the property owner of land where the 
berries are being harvested.

• Q: Are buyers, transporters or 
processors required to carry copies 
of the permits and permission letters 
from the people they purchase berries 
from?

A: The buyers, transporters and proces-
sors must have the written permission letters 
in their immediate possession at all times; 
however, the buyers, transporters and pro-
cessors are not required to have a permit.

• Q: What if you get permission to 
harvest on another property after you 
have already sent in  your permit?

A: Make a copy of your current permit 
and send it in along with the permission let-
ter for the new property.

• Q: What is the cost of the permit?
A: There is no cost for this permit.
• Q: Can you harvest on state or 

public land?
A: You should contact the state, county 

or city authorities for permission to harvest 
from public lands. Currently, the Florida For-
est Service is not giving permission to har-
vest from Florida Forest Service properties. 
However, if access is received, you must 
have written permission from the agency.

• Q: How do you identify the prop-
erty that you will be harvesting from 
on the application?

A: You can either provide the Section, 
Township, Range (STR), Latitude /Longi-
tude (Lat/Long) coordinates, parcel num-
bers, address for the property, or print out 
a map showing the outline of the property 
obtained from the property appraisers web-
site. If using STR or Lat/Long coordinates, a 
description of the location for those coordi-
nates should be included.

• Q: How long does it take to pro-
cess the permit application?

A: Review of the application may take up
to 14 days depending upon the information 
provided.

• Q: Can you start harvesting prior
to obtaining a permit?

A: No, you must have the permit and 
written permissions on your person while 
harvesting.

• Q: Is there any documentation
needed for berries entering/exiting 
Florida?

A: Shipments should be accompanied 
by a bill of lading or similar document. This
would include name and address of the ship-
per or consignor, name and physical address 
of the receiver or consignee, a description of
the plants or products in the shipment, the 
place and state of origin, and finally the ul-
timate destination if different from receiver
or consignee.

New palmetto berry rules draw many questions

By Matteo Tullio
Okeechobee News

On Wednesday morning, three individ-
uals were each given a criminal notice to 
appear for their alleged harvesting of saw 
palmetto berries without a permit.

According to an incident report by Depu-
ty Bryan Holden of the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Office, at 8:59 a.m. on Aug. 8, was 
on patrol in the 25000 block of Northwest 
192nd Avenue and saw a white van parked 
on the shoulder of the road.

As this is the time of the year when saw 
palmetto berries are harvested and sold, 
Deputy Holden searched the area for the 
suspected pickers.

Deputy Holden located three individuals 
at the corner of Northwest 192nd Avenue 
and Northwest 252nd Street picking the ber-

ries. The three were asked if they were in 
possession of a permit from the Department 
of Agriculture, to which they all responded 
“no.”

The three berry pickers were issued crim-
inal notice to appear citations for harvesting 
palmetto berries without a permit. Photo-
graphs of the pickers and their berries were 
taken and placed into evidence. The berries, 
estimated at 5 pounds, were confiscated 
and scattered back onto the property from 
which they came.

According to the Florida Rules of Criminal 
Procedure Rule 3.125, a notice to appear is 
a written order issued by a law enforcement 
officer in lieu of physical arrest, requiring a 
person accused of violating the law to ap-
pear in a designated court or governmental 
office at a specified date and time.

Criminal notice to appear for 
saw palmetto berry pickers

Special to the Okeechobee News

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Jack-
sonville District has scheduled a water 
management briefing with U.S. Rep. Brian 
Mast on Friday, Aug. 17.

The briefing will take place in the city 
commission chambers at Stuart City Hall, 
located at 121 S.W. Flagler Ave. in Stuart. At 
the briefing, representatives from the corps 
and the South Florida Water Management 
District will discuss the management of 
water in South Florida with the congress-
man.

“After our Army Corps team conduct-
ed several public meetings regarding spe-
cific ecosystem restoration projects over 

the past few weeks, I look forward to 
this week’s visits with agency leaders and 
elected officials on both the east and west 
coasts,” said Col. Jason Kirk, Jacksonville 
District commander. “I also look forward 
to this opportunity to provide an overall 
system update to the community near the 
St. Lucie Estuary.”

The public is welcome to observe the 
briefing and listen to federal and state of-
ficials have a dialogue with Congressman 
Mast. The session is scheduled to run from 
11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m.

For more information on the USACE 
Jacksonville District, please visit our web-
site at www.saj.usace.army.mil.

Corps to host briefing in Stuart
Bloodmobile to visit Okeechobee

When tragedy strikes, a safe and secure blood supply can make the difference be-

tween life and death. When there is an accident or natural disaster, there isn’t time 

to collect, test and process blood. Blood testing and processing takes about 24 hours. 

That’s why it’s so important for those who are able to donate to give blood regularly so it 

can be at the hospitals and ready to use when needed. The One Blood bloodmobile will 

visit Okeechobee this month as follows:

• Friday, Aug. 17, at Publix, from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

• Saturday, Aug. 18, at Walmart, from 1:30 to 7 p.m.

• Sunday, Aug. 19, at Golden Corral, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

• Tuesday, Aug. 28, at Walmart, from 1:30  to 7 p.m.



By Richard Marion
Okeechobee News

Logan Ray, Lacey Campbell, Karana Ber-
nard and Matt Tullio of Ray’s Combat Kick-
boxing in Okeechobee are back from the 
2018 International Kickboxing Federation 
(IKF) World Classic held in Orlando, and al-
though none came home with a title belt, 
Ray’s Combat owner Coleman Ray is proud 
of his fighters and says they are already look-
ing forward to the 2019 World Classic.

“We want them to do well; even though 
sometimes they may not get the win, we 
want them to do the best they can do,” said 
Ray. “It’s tough when it’s a tournament. 
There’s lots of times when you’re competing 
where you win one fight and you’re good. In 

this one, though, you can win one fight but 
you’re not done yet.”

This is the second tournament that Lo-
gan Ray has competed in, and he was able 
to finish in third place in the advanced divi-
sion this year.

“You mostly feel nervous before a match 
starts,” said Logan, “but once the bell rings 
everything goes away.”

It was also the second tournament for 
Lacey Campbell, who also made the move 
to the advanced division.

“It’s really exciting when you’re compet-
ing in the tournament,” explained Lacey. “It 
fun, and I really enjoying doing it. It just feels 
like something I’m supposed to be doing.”

Coleman says that the trip to Orlando to 

compete in the 2018 IKF wouldn’t have been 
possible without support from local busi-
nesses in Okeechobee. He thanked St. Lucie 
Battery & Tire, 4J Storage, Summer Breeze 
RV Park, Pizza Heaven, Powered by Chris, 
Gateway Medical Group, Florida Trophy Ga-
tors, Garrard Tackle and Barbie Campbell 
for supporting the team. Ray’s Combat had 
the most sponsors for their 2018 competi-
tion than any of their previous years.

Matt Tullio recommends training at Ray’s 
Combat to anyone who may be interested 
competing in a kickboxing competition.

“If you’re looking to challenge yourself 

physically, mentally and find out what you’re 
made out of, training every day like we do
here will do that for you,” said Tullio. “To be 
conscientious that there is another person, 
who signed up and took on the inherent
risks associated with the sport just like you 
did, in the same roped confines as you with 
the only objective being to hit your oppo-
nent, is an experience that is almost impos-
sible to replicate. At some point during the 
bout, your mettle will inevitably be tested, 
but it’s your response to that point that really 
helps you figure out what you’re capable of
achieving and who you are as a person.”

Ray’s Combat Kickboxing returns from IKF World Classic
8  Okeechobee News August 15, 2018

The Aug. 10 image showed cyanobacte-
ria in about 38 percent of Lake Okeechobee, 
according to satellite oceanographer Dr. Sa-
chi Mishra of NOAA.

Most of the cyanobacteria was in the 
northeast quadrant of the lake according to 
the Aug. 10 image.

Cyanobacteria, commonly called “blue-
green algae” although it is not technically 
algae, was detected in 90 percent of the lake 
in July, then dissipated to about 10 percent 
of the big lake, according to the NOAA im-
agery. The most recent imagery shows the 
cyanobacteria concentrations in about 38 
percent of the lake.

The cyanobacteria in the NOAA imagery 
may not be visible on the water surface, 
according to Dr. Mishra. It could be in the 
water column. The satellite can detect cy-
anobacteria that may not be visible to the 
human eye.

On Aug. 7, Dr. Dail Laughinghouse, an 
assistant professor of applied phycology at 
the UF/IFAS Fort Lauderdale Research and 
Education Center, collected water sam-
ples from Lake Okeechobee. He found the 
samples of blue-green algae included three 
species of Microcystis, which dominated the 
bloom that started in June, and six species 
of Anabaena.

Dr. Karl Havens, director of Florida Sea 
Grant, said the original bloom that started in 
June appeared to dissipate before another 
bloom resurged on Lake Okeechobee.

“We use the word resurging because 
two weeks ago the bloom appeared to be 
dissipating — perhaps due to weather con-
ditions or because the algae ran out of dis-
solved nitrogen in the lake water. We specu-
lated that the bloom might reemerge and be 
dominated by a species, like Anabaena, that 
could obtain the nitrogen it needs to grow 
from the atmosphere. The last update con-
firmed that this predicted change in the kind 
of algae did happen, and this latest image 
indicates that the bloom is steadily growing 
in size,” Dr. Havens wrote on the Florida Sea 
Grant website on Aug. 11.

According to Dr. Havens, “it is impossi-
ble to say how long the bloom will persist, 
because it is controlled in part by wind, rain 
and cloud cover, which are unpredictable. 
However, the bloom now includes Anabae-
na, a species that can obtain, or fix, the ni-
trogen it needs from the atmosphere. With 
continued sunny days, warm water, abun-
dant phosphorus from the lake sediments 
and an unlimited source of nitrogen from 

the atmosphere, this bloom has the ingredi-
ents it needs to grow. This is different from
the original bloom of Microcystis, which
needed nitrogen from the lake water.”

Dr. Havens noted that the releases from 
the lake to the coastal estuaries may or may 
not have seeded blue-green algae blooms in 
those waterways.

“Finding the same kind of blue-green al-
gae dominating the blooms in the lake and
in one of the estuaries neither confirms nor
negates a physical connection,” he wrote.
“Microcystis is a common bloom-former in 
lakes across the United States, Europe and 
Asia.”

Most of the water — and the nutrient 
load — that goes in the St. Lucie and Calo-
osahatchee estuaries comes from the local
watersheds, not from Lake Okeechobee, he
noted.

“On average, 60 percent of the total fresh 
water going into both the St. Lucie and Ca-
loosahatchee estuaries originates from the 
local watersheds, and 40 percent originates
from Lake Okeechobee,” Dr. Havens stated.

ALGAE
Continued From Page 1

ing education unit since they were already 
certified. VMR is one of five disciplines that 
are required to maintain the OCFR Technical 
Rescue Team. The other disciplines are rope 
rescue, confined space, building collapse 

and trench rescue.

OCFR was able to provide instructors for 

the course from within its department in an 

effort to save costs aside from the vehicle do-

nation. The instructors for the course were 

Capt. Hazellief and Brain Anderson. Mr. An-

derson was a volunteer and is considered a 

subject matter expert, having retired from 

Miami-Dade Fire Rescue.

OCFR
Continued From Page 1

Special to the Okeechobee News/NOAA
The satellite imagery from Aug. 10 
shows cyanobacteria concentrations 
in the lake. The area in red is the high-
est concentration, and most likely to 
have visible blue-green algae on the 
surface. However, it may be in the wa-
ter column and not visible to the hu-
man eye.

Special to the Okeechobee News

WEST PALM BEACH — The South Flor-
ida Water Management District (SFWMD) 
Governing Board last week awarded a con-
tract to build the final piece of the Lakeside 
Ranch Stormwater Treatment Area (STA) 
project, the S-191A Pump Station.

In cooperation with the other coordinat-
ing agencies, the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection and Florida Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 
SFWMD’s project will improve the hydrolo-
gy and water quality of Lake Okeechobee.

“Lake Okeechobee is the heart of the 
Everglades,” said SFWMD Governing Board 
member Brandon Tucker. “The Lakeside 
Ranch STA will reduce the amount of phos-
phorus in water that flows into the lake to 
benefit the entire region.”

The Lakeside Ranch 
Stormwater Treatment 
Area in western Martin 
County is a key com-
ponent of the Northern 
Everglades and Estuaries 
Protection Program. It 
is one of the restoration 
projects included in the 
Lake Okeechobee Ba-
sin Management Action 
Plan that will improve 
the quality of water flow-
ing into the lake.

SFWMD previous-
ly constructed 2,700 
acres of wetlands in two 
phases, capable of treat-
ing stormwater runoff 
from the Taylor Creek 

and Nubbin Slough basins flowing into Lake 
Okeechobee. The 1,200-acre first phase was 
completed in 2012 and the 1,500-acre sec-
ond phase will be completed this year. The 
treatment area uses wetland plants to re-
move phosphorus from stormwater runoff 
naturally.

The S-191A Pump Station is the last com-
ponent of the Lakeside Ranch project. Taylor 
Creek and Nubbin Slough basins have the 
highest phosphorus levels of any incoming 
watershed into the lake, with average total 
levels of more than 400 parts per billion 
(ppb). Phosphorus levels leaving Lakeside 
Ranch after treatment have been measured 
as low as 20 ppb. The STA can remove near-
ly 21 tons of phosphorus each year from the 
waters feeding the lake.

SFWMD awards final contract 
for Lakeside Ranch STA
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Special to the Okeechobee News

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission (FWC) and the South 
Florida Science Center and Aquarium are 
holding an Exotic Pet Amnesty Day event on 
Sunday, Aug. 19, in West Palm Beach. Peo-
ple may surrender their exotic pets at the 
event, whether they are being kept legally or 
illegally, without penalty or cost.

The Exotic Pet Amnesty Program helps 
to reduce the number of nonnative species 
being introduced into the wild by offering 
exotic pet owners who can no longer keep 
their pets a legal and responsible alternative 
to releasing their animals.

This event is open to the public from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the South Florida Science 
Center and Aquarium, 4801 Dreher Trail N., 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405. Live animals 
will be on display and experts from the FWC 
will be on-site with information about caring 
for exotic pets, responsible pet ownership 
and potential ecological impacts of invasive 
species in Florida. The event is free. Entry to 
the South Florida Science Center and Aquar-
ium is not included.

Surrendered exotic pets will be accept-
ed between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and given a 
health exam by a veterinarian before being 
made available for adoption that same day 
to pre-registered, experienced individuals 
who can care for them. Animals that will be 
accepted for surrender include nonnative 
species of reptiles, amphibians, mammals, 
birds, fish and invertebrates. Domestic ani-
mals, such as cats, dogs, pigs and chickens, 
will not be accepted.

Animals will be made available for adop-
tion after 2 p.m. Exotic pet adopters need 

to be experienced and must have already 
applied and been approved by the FWC. 
Potential adopters should bring their accep-
tance letters and any necessary permits with 
them. Becoming an adopter is free, but you 
are required to register a minimum of four 
days prior to the event to adopt an animal. 
Adopter applications may be found at MyF-
WC.com/Nonnatives by clicking on “How to 
become an FWC exotic pet adopter.”

Exotic Pet Amnesty events are held 
around the state throughout the year. For 
additional information about Exotic Pet 
Amnesty Day, visit MyFWC.com/Nonnatives 
or call the FWC’s Exotic Species Hotline 
at 888-Ive-Got1 (888-483-4681). Exotic pet 
owners who cannot attend this event may 
call this number year-round for assistance in 
finding a new home for their animal.

For more information about adopting ex-
otic pets, visit MyFWC.com/Nonnatives and 
click on “Exotic Pet Amnesty Program.”

Exotic pet amnesty day set for 
Aug. 19 in West Palm Beach

Special to the Okeechobee News

Grand Oaks votes
Seniors who exercised their right to vote last week are Nina Bach (not pic-
tured), Gretchen Deaton (102 years old), Doris Minton, Sam Smith and Helen 
Wilson. Christine and Connie from the election supervisor’s office came to 
our facility, Grand Oaks, to assist them in casting a ballot! Early voting is 
available from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. through Aug. 25 at the Supervisor of 
Elections Office in the Historic Okeechobee County Courthouse. The prima-
ry election is Aug. 28.

Special to the Okeechobee News
Exotic pets of all types are welcome at 
amnesty day.
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Tree Trimming & Removal
Debris Removal & Hauling • Bobcat Services

Mike 
Owner/Operator

Email: 
Mike@xpsinc.com

PROPERTY SERVICES, INC.

  863.634.7512

Stokes Trucking & Environmental 
Service, LLC

-Dump Truck 
-Skid Steer
-Fill Dirt 
-Millings 

- Shell Rock 
-Mulching
-Site Prep

Gary E. Stokes, Jr. (863) 634-3835

HossHoss
CARPORTS, 

SCREEN ROOMS & MORE!

ALUMINUM
LLC

(863) 634-7442(863) 634-7442 
Lic# OCSL 1583-01 INSURED

NEAL LONG CONSTRUCTION CO.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

863.357.3313

PLUMBING, MECHANICAL & ROOFING CONTRACTORS

11781 SE HWY 441 � OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974
neallongconstruction.com � neallong@contractor.net

CGC1518089 • CMC1249343 • CFC058088 • CCC1328973

Top Quality - Attention to Detail
On Time - Reasonable Prices

COMPLETE
SERVICES

of South Florida, Inc Dale Roop
Project Manager -

Estimator

863.
287.4285

Nita Salmon-President
505 NE Park Street

Okeechobee, FL 34972

863.532.9096
State Certifi ed -

CBC 1256085

Aluminum Builders
Custom Additions

Screen Rooms
Car & Motor Ports

An affordable way 
to start advertising 

your business
Call 863-763-3134

By Neil C. Olson, DVM, PhD
Special to the Okeechobee News

Veterinarians at Cornell University recent-
ly developed a 24-hour test that can detect 
salmonella infections in farm animals. Pre-
viously, it took days to get such test results.

The breakthrough will prevent diseased 
animals from entering the food supply — 
and thereby reduce the incidence of food 
poisoning and save lives. Currently, salmo-
nella sickens 1 million Americans each year 
and kills hundreds.

This discovery underscores the critical 
role veterinarians play in safeguarding our 
food. Veterinarians are known as the peo-
ple who treat our beloved pets, but that’s far 
from their only job. They also keep livestock 
healthy, shape public policy, and conduct 
groundbreaking research.

Yet the U.S. faces a severe shortage of 
veterinarians — especially specialists in live-
stock. That shortage has severe consequenc-

es not just for animals but for the health of 
the public.

Every time Americans eat a cheeseburger 
without falling ill, they have veterinarians to 
thank. Private-sector veterinarians regularly 
monitor the health of farm animals, admin-
ister vaccines, and treat illnesses. Veterinar-
ians at the Agriculture Department inspect 
meat to ensure it meets federal safety stan-
dards. And they research and develop poli-
cies to improve food safety.

Consider how veterinarians have kept 
people safe from mad cow disease, a fa-
tal illness that eats away at human brains. 
Throughout the 1990s, the disease ravaged 
the United Kingdom and killed over 200 
people. Ever since, U.S. veterinarians have 
diligently monitored for the condition to pre-
vent outbreaks.

In 2017, vets affiliated with the USDA 
identified an infected cow in Alabama be-
fore it could make its way into the food 
supply. A year earlier, University of Florida 

experts developed a new technique to pre-
vent cows from contracting uterine diseas-
es, which can spread dangerous bacteria to 
humans. Meanwhile, at Michigan State Uni-
versity, veterinarians have identified ways 
to slow the spread of E. coli between dairy 
cows. The bacteria results in 100,000 illness-
es, 3,000 hospitalizations, and 90 deaths in 
the U.S. every year.

Unfortunately, there aren’t enough veter-
inarians to guarantee the safety of our food 
supply. More than 80 percent of states expe-
rienced a shortage of veterinarians last year, 
according to the USDA. A 2015 report pre-
pared by the Government Accountability Of-
fice revealed that the USDA would be short 
thousands of veterinarians if there were a 
major animal disease outbreak.

Federal officials are taking steps to close 
this gap. They recently awarded $2.35 mil-
lion in grants to support rural veterinary 
practices and help them recruit more large 
animal veterinarians.

But the federal government can’t solve 
the problem by itself. Veterinary schools 
must help steer more students into public 
health and food safety roles.

For example, Cornell’s School of Veteri-
nary Medicine runs a Summer Dairy Institute
to teach students about the dairy industry
and connect them with leading profession-
als in the field. My own school, St. George’s 
University in Grenada, trains many American 
veterinarians. We teach our students to ac-
knowledge the myriad connections among 
animals, humans, and the environment. 
Many veterinary schools also offer dual pro-
grams where students can earn degrees as 
both a doctor of veterinary medicine (DVM) 
and master of public health.

Outside companies and organizations 
can also help. In 2010, the biopharmaceu-
tical company Pfizer doled out $2 million 
in scholarship funds to U.S. veterinary stu-
dents, two-thirds of whom committed to 
studying animals used for food.

A veterinarian might just save your life one day
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Special to the Okeechobee News

SEATTLE — The EPA must ban a widely 
used organophosphate pesticide linked to 
brain damage in children, the 9th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals ruled on Monday, Aug. 
13. The appellate court ordered EPA to final-
ize its proposed ban on chlorpyrifos based 
on undisputed findings that the pesticide 
is unsafe for public health, and particularly 
harmful to children and farmworkers.

“The court ended EPA’s shameful actions 
that have exposed children and farmwork-
ers to this poison for decades,” said Earth-
justice attorney Marisa Ordonia. “Finally, our 
fields, fruits and vegetables will be chlorpy-
rifos free.”

Chlorpyrifos is a dangerous nerve agent 
pesticide that can damage the developing 
brains of children. Prenatal and early life ex-
posure to chlorpyrifos is linked to lower birth 
weight and neurodevelopmental harms, in-
cluding reduced IQ, loss of working mem-
ory, attention disorders and delayed motor 
development. It is also acutely toxic to farm-
workers — routinely sickening workers and 
sending them to the hospital.

Chlorpyirifos (pronounced: klawr-pir-
uh-fos), was first developed by the Nazis for 
chemical warfare but later repurposed for 
agriculture. It is widely used on apples, or-
anges, broccoli and dozens of other crops. 
It’s been banned from home use for about 
two decades, as it is too toxic to children.

The court ruling details EPA’s long, ille-
gal delay in acting to ban chlorpyrifos, even 
after the science clearly showed the harm 
and risks to children’s health. The court ex-
plained that enough was enough: “If Con-
gress’s statutory mandates are to mean any-
thing, the time has come to put a stop to this 
patent evasion.”

The court ruling comes more than a year 
after former EPA boss Scott Pruitt reversed 
EPA’s own proposal to ban this pesticide. 
That decision came weeks after Mr. Pruitt 
met with the head of Dow Chemical, which 
is the largest manufacturer of chlorpyrifos, 
selling it under the name of Lorsban. Mr. 
Pruitt then falsely claimed the science is “un-
resolved” and decided EPA would study the 
issue until 2022.

“We are elated with the court’s decision 
as it ends EPA’s irresponsible actions,” said 
Sindy Benavides, chief executive officer at 
the League of United Latin American Citi-
zens. “For years corporations like Dow were 
able to hijack our government to put prof-
it before people. But today the court sided 
with reason. Children and farmworkers 
have the right to live and work without risk 
of poisonings.

“We applaud the court ruling. Chlorpyr-
ifos affects everyone who comes in contact 
with this toxic chemical; allowing the use of 
this toxic chemical is not only irresponsible, 
it is a crime,” said Hector Sanchez Barba, 
Labor Council for Latin American Advance-
ment executive director. “Our agricultural 
fields should be a source of life, not sickness 
and we will continue pushing for a safe en-
vironment for our farm workers all over the 
nation.” 

“This court ruling is an enormous step in 
the right direction. The scientific evidence is 
clear. Chlorpyrifos is toxic to farmworkers 
and is linked to neurodevelopmental prob-
lems in children,” said Dr. Elena Rios, presi-
dent of the National Hispanic Medical Asso-
ciation. “We must have a chlorpyrifos ban.”

“This decision confirms what EPA and 
scientists have said for years. Chlorpyrifos 
must be off our fruits and vegetables for the 
sake of our children and farmworkers,” said 
Ramon Ramirez, president of PCUN. “We 
look forward to see a ban in place soon.”

“We applaud this decision by the 9th 
Circuit Court that validates the 2016 rule by 
EPA to ban all food uses of this neurotoxic 
pesticide,” said Jeannie Economos from the 
Farmworker Association of Florida. Chlorpy-
rifos is a major threat to the health of farm-
worker children. Families living in rural com-
munities can breathe easier, knowing that 
they will soon no longer have to be exposed 
to this harmful agricultural chemical, which 
should have been banned more than a de-
cade ago.”

The EPA has put the women and men 
who harvest the food we eat every day in 
harm’s way too long by allowing the con-
tinued use of this dangerous neurotoxin,” 
said Erik Nicholson, United Farm Workers of 
America national vice-president. “We com-
mend the court for doing what EPA should 
have done years ago. The people who feed 
us deserve a safe and healthy workplace.”

“We are pleased with the court’s decision 
to move forward on this case,” said Virginia 
Ruiz, director of occupational and environ-
mental health at Farmworker Justice. “Farm-
workers and their families have needlessly 
suffered from exposure to chlorpyrifos for 
far too long.”

“We are gratified that the court recog-
nized the urgency of protecting children 
from a pesticide that we know is linked to 
neurodevelopmental harms,” said Anne 
Katten, Pesticide and Work Safety Project 
director at the CRLA Foundation. “Chlorpyri-
fos has no place in our fruits and vegetables, 
let alone our agricultural fields.

“This court decision not only protects the 
health of children and farmworkers, it also 
affirms EPA’s duty to actually protect public 
health,” said Kristin Schafer, executive direc-
tor at PAN. “Under this administration, ap-
parently it takes judges to force our public 
agencies to stand up to corporate interests 
and do their jobs.”

“This court decision is a great victory for 
the health of our farmworkers and our fam-
ilies,” said Mark Magaña, president & CEO 
of GreenLatinos. “Production of food for our 
tables should not put at risk the neurodevel-
opment of children nor poison farmwork-
ers. EPA must now side with public health, 
not corporate profit, and ban chlorpyrifos 
for all uses.”

“Some things are too sacred to play 
politics with — and our kids top the list,” 
said Erik Olson, senior director of health 
and food at the Natural Resources Defense 
Council. “The court has made it clear that 
children’s health must come before power-
ful polluters. This is a victory for parents ev-
erywhere who want to feed their kids fruits 
and veggies without fear it’s harming their 
brains or poisoning communities.”

EPA ordered to ban toxic pesticide
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107 SW 17th St • Suite D

Apply Within 
NO PHONE CALLS

MUST HAVE:
• Valid Driver’s License
• Cash handling skills

• Basic Computer 
Knowledge a Plus

• Self Motivator • Detail Oriented 

MUST HAVE 
RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION

Flexible Schedule 
with some nights & 

weekends

Circulation Assistant

Employment 
Opportunity
with Growth Potential

 Business
 Opportunities 

 Business
 Opportunities 

 Business
 Opportunities 

 Business
 Opportunities 

Need
EXTRA MONEY?

MOTOR ROUTE
AVAILABLE

107 SW 17th St • Suite D

Inquire Within

NO PHONE CALLS

 Employment -
 Full Time 

 Employment -
 Full Time 

ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS
HVAC Service Techs, 
Installers, & Helpers

Full Time, Experience 
Required, Apply within

Okee A/C
312 SW 2nd St., Okeechobee, FL

863-763-8391
EOE/DFWP

 Services
HOUSE CLEANING 

FOR THE ELDERLY. 
OKEECHOBEE AREA, 
$10.00HR. USUALLY 
TAKES ABOUT 3HRS. 
CALL PAM AT 843-635-
0834

 Employment -
 Full Time 

NOW HIRING
A WELDER 

MUST KNOW 
ALUMINUM TIG 
WELDING AND 
MIG WELDING.
MUST SPEAK 

ENGLISH.
$18 TO START.

CALL 863 532 3690.

 Employment -
 Part Time 

Grand Oaks Assisted
Living Community
Part time Sous Chef 

position Level 2 
Background check & 

physical required. 
Apply in person
9am – 4pm M-F

203 SE 2nd Street

READING A
NEWSPAPER...

leads you to the 
best products
and services.

 Business
 Opportunities 

NOTICE

Independent Newspa-
pers will never accept
any advertisement 
that is illegal or consid-
ered fraudulent. In all
cases of questionable
value, such as prom-
ises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it
sounds too good to 
be true, chances are 
that it is. If you have 
questions or doubts
about any ad on these
pages, we advise that 
before responding or
sending money ahead
of time, you check 
with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau at 772-
878-2010 for previous
complaints.

Some 800 and 900
telephone numbers
may require an extra
charge, as well as long
distance toll costs. 
We will do our best 
to alert our reader of
these charges in the 
ads, but occasionally
we may not be aware
of the charges. There-
fore, if you call a num-
ber out of your area,
use caution.

 Furniture
BEDROOM SET -  Like 

new, call for details, 
$500. 573-434-2173 or 

863-946-1481.   

 Musical
 Instruments 
GUITAR FOR SALE: 

1998 OVATION 
STANDARD ELITE 
ACOUSTIC/ELECTRIC. 
HAS EQ/ BUILT IN 
TUNER, BLACK CHERRY 
BURST FACE COLOR, 
HARDSHELL CASE, 
STRAP, GLASS SLIDE, 
FINGER PICKS, SEPER-
ATE TUNER, AND -

K-POCK. BEAUTIFUL, 
GREAT SOUND, IN EX-
CELLENT CONDITION, 
ACTUALLY PLAYED 
VERY LITTLE. BOUGHT 
DIRECTLY FROM OVA-
TION HEADQUARTERS 
IN CONNECTICUT. 
ASKING $750.00 O.B.O. 
CALL TIM @ 502-803-
0850   

 Wanted to Buy 
LOOKING TO BUY 
USED PARK MODEL 
HOMES AND RVS. 

TO PUT IN MY MOBILE 
HOME PARK. ANY 

CONDITION, CASH PAID 
CALL PAUL 863-763-3241   

 TIRED OF STAYING
IN A MOTEL,
WORKING IN

OUR AREA- FULLY 
FIRNISHED 1

and 2 BEDROOM 
PROPERTIES. 
WEEKLY OR 

MONTHLY RATES
AVAILABLE 

(863) 467-4371 

 Apartments
1/1 APTS, Furnished & 

Unfurnished for rent -  
includes water & power, 
prices from $750 - $875/
mo. No pets. Back-
ground check & dep. 
req. Call 863-634-0024.

N.W. OKEE
2 BR, 1 BA, $725 mo. 

$2175 to move in.
  561-346-1642  

A toll-free service of the Florida Department of Transportation. 
Standard mobile phone minute, text message and data charges may apply.

DOOR-TO - DOOR DIRECTIONS • TR AVEL TIMES
PERSONALIZED ALERTS • TRAFFIC CAMERA VIEWS
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 Public Notice  Public Notice 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN  AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CIVIL ACTION
Case#: 2017-CA-000292

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. S/B/M to Wachovia Bank, N.A.
     Plaintiff,
-vs.-
Rafael Cosme; Unknown Spouse of Rafael Cosme; Wells Fargo Bank, Nation-

al Association, Successor by Merger to Wachovia Bank, National Association; 
Unknown Parties in Possession #1,  if living, and all Unknown Parties claiming
by, through, under and against the above named Defendant(s) who are not 
known to be dead or alive, whether said Unknown Parties may claim an interest
as Spouse, Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, or Other Claimants; Unknown Parties in 
Possession #2, if living, and all Unknown Parties claiming by, through, under
and against the above named Defendant(s)  who are not known to be dead
or alive, whether said Unknown Parties may claim an interest as Spouse, Heirs,
Devisees, Grantees, or Other Claimants
     Defendant .

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to order rescheduling foreclosure sale or 

Final Judgment, entered in Civil Case No. 2017-CA-000292 of the Circuit Court
of the 19th Judicial Circuit in and for Okeechobee County, Florida, wherein Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A. S/B/M  to Wachovia Bank, N.A., Plaintiff and Rafael Cosme are
defendant(s), I, Clerk of Court, Sharon Robertson, will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash in the Jury Assembly Room, on the Second Floor, of the
Okeechobee County Judicial Center, 312 N.W. Third Street, Okeechobee, FL
34972 beginning at 11:00 A.M. on September 12, 2018, the following described 
property as set forth in said Final Judgment, to-wit:

LOT 6, OF BLOCK 8, OAK PARK, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 3, PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE,
IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS 
PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
  Dated this 31st day of July, 2018

Sharon Robertson
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Okeechobee County, Florida
BY: Sandra L. Creech

DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT
Florida Rules of Judicial Administration Rule 2.540 Notices to Per-rr

sons With Disabilities
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation 

in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost
to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact Corrie
Johnson, ADA Coordinator, 250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite 217, 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, (772) 807-4370 at least 7 days before your 
scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this no-
tification if the time before the scheduled appearance is less than 7
days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
SPANISH: Si usted es una persona discapacitada que necesita algu-

na adaptacion para poder participar de este procedimiento o even-
to; usted tiene derecho, sin costo alguno a que se le provea cierta
ayuda. Favor de comunicarse con Corrie Johnson, Coordinadora 
de A.D.A., 250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, Fl.
34986, (772) 807-4370 por lo menos 7 dias antes de que tenga que
comparecer en corte o inmediatamente despues de haber recibido 
esta notificacion si es que falta menos de 7 dias para su compare-
cencia. Si tiene una discapacidad auditiva ó de habla, llame al 711.

q p p

KREYOL: Si ou se yon moun ki kokobe ki bezwen asistans ou apar-rr
ey pou ou ka patisipe nan prosedu sa-a, ou gen dwa san ou pa bezw-ww
en peye anyen pou ou jwen on seri de ed. Tanpri kontakte Corrie 
Johnson, Co-ordinator ADA, 250 NW Country Club Drive, suite 217, 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, (772) 807-4370 O’mwen 7 jou avan ke ou
gen pou-ou paret nan tribunal, ou imediatman ke ou resevwa avis 
sa-a ou si le ke ou gen pou-ou ale nan tribunal-la mwens ke 7 jou; Si 
ou pa ka tande ou pale byen, rele 711.
278789 ON  8/15,22/2018

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD POLICIES

In accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, Chapter 120, Florida 
Statutes, notice is hereby given that the Okeechobee County School Board will 
consider amendment of the School Board policies listed below at their meeting 
on Tuesday, October 9, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., in Room 303 of the School Board
Administrative Office at 700 S.W. 2nd Avenue, Okeechobee. A copy of the pro-oo
posed revision is available in the Superintendent’s Office, Room 307, 700 S.W.
2nd Avenue, Okeechobee, (863) 462-5000, Ext. 226.

Amendment of Board Policy 4.48y
Virtual Instruction

I. This policy provides information on certifications and assessments for the
virtual instruction graduation requirement.
II. Proposed revisions include the addition of certifications and assessments 

that meet eligibility requirements.
III. Legal authority for this policy is F.S. 1001.41, 1001.42. Laws implement-tt

ed are 1000.04, 1001.20, 1001.42, 1002.20, 1002.321, 1002.37, 1002.45, 
1002.455, 1003.02, 1003.4282, 1003.498, 1006.29, 1007.27, 1011.62.
IV. This policy amendment will not affect individuals from an economic stand-

point.

Amendment of Board Policy 5.21 y
Requirements for Original Entryq g y

I. This policy outlines requirements for initial entry of students.
II. Proposed revisions to policy add mental health services; adds 1006.07 F.S.
III. Legal authority for this policy is F.S. 1001.41, 1001.42. Laws implemented 

are 1001.43, 1003.01, 1003.21, 1006.07, 1003.22 F.S.; State Board of Educa-
tion Rules: 6A-6.024
IV. This policy amendment will not affect individuals from an economic stand-

point.

Amendment of Board Policy 5.32*y
Zero Tolerance for School Related Crimes

I. This policy is required by Florida Statute.
II. Proposed revisions to policy add consultation with law enforcement.
III. Legal authority for this policy is F.S. 1001.41, 1001.42. Laws
implemented are 120.57(1), 775.08, 784.081, 790.162, 790.163, 985.04,

1001.42, 1001.43, 1001.54, 1003.31, 1006.07, 1006.08, 1006.09, 1006.13,
1006.135, 1006.14, 1012.28 F.S.; State Board of Education Rules: 6A-6.03311
IV. This policy amendment will not affect individuals from an economic stand-

point.

Amendment of Board Policy 6.58*y
 Report of Misconductp

I. This policy provides guidelines for reporting alleged employee misconduct
that affects the health, safety, or welfare of a student.
II. Proposed revisions reflect changes in law regarding sexual misconduct.
III. Legal authority for this policy is F.S. 1001.41, 1001.42. Laws implemented 

are 39.203, 112.313, 119.071, 768.095, 1001.42, 1006.061, 1012.01, 1012.22,
1012.27, 1012.795, 1012.796 F.S.; State Board of Education Rules: 6A-10.081
IV. This policy amendment will not affect individuals from an economic stand-

point.
280024 ON 8/15/2018

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

Notice of Public Hearing
and Regular Board Meeting of the

Grove Community District

The Board of Supervisors of the Grove Community District will hold a Public
Hearing and Regular Board Meeting on September 4, 2018, at 2:00 p.m., or 
as soon thereafter as can be heard, in a Conference Room of the South Florida 
Water Management District – Okeechobee Service Center located at 3800 NW 
16th Boulevard, Okeechobee, Florida 34972.
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to receive public comment on the Fiscal

Year 2018/2019 Proposed Final Budget of the Grove Community District.  The
purpose of the Regular Board Meeting is for the Board to consider any other 
business which may properly come before it.  A copy of the Budget and/or 
the Agenda may be obtained from the District’s website or at the offices of the
District Manager, Special District Services, Inc., 2501A Burns Road, Palm Beach
Gardens, Florida, during normal business hours.  The meetings are open to the
public and will be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Florida law.
Meetings may be continued as found necessary to a time and place specified 
on the record.
There may be occasions when one or more Supervisors will participate by

telephone; therefore, a speaker telephone will be present at the meeting loca-
tion so that Supervisors may be fully informed of the discussions taking place.
In accordance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any

person requiring special accommodations or an interpreter to participate at 
these meetings should contact the District Manager at (561) 630-4922 and/
or toll free at 1-877-737-4922, at least seven (7) days prior to the date of the 
meetings.
If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter

considered at this Public Hearing and Regular Board Meeting, such person will 
need a record of the proceedings and such person may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made at their own expense and which 
record includes the testimony and evidence on which the appeal is based.
Meetings may be cancelled from time to time without advertised notice.

Grove Community District
www.grovecd.org
280980 ON 8/15,22/2018

STATE OF TENNESSEE CHANCERY COURT OF PUTNAM
COUNTY AT COOKEVILLE, TENNESSEE

No. 2018-19-A

IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF CHILDRENN
TRENT DOUGLAS REED, MACKENZIE RAYANNE REED and 
AMBER MARIE REED  D

 
GEORGE NOLAN STRIKER and wife

 JOAN ELIZABETH STRIKER,  ,
       PETITIONERS               
             VS.  
 AMBER RAY STRIKER and GARY DOUGLAS REED, III,
       DEFENDANTS 
 
 In this cause, it appearing from the Affidavit of Publication and Order of Pub-bb

lication, which is sworn to, that the Respondent, AMBER RAY STRIKER, 
whose last known address is unknown and cannot be ascertained
and is a non-resident of the State of Tennessee, that the residence of the Re-ee
spondent is unknown and cannot be ascertained upon diligent inquiry, (T.C.A.
21-1-203), it is ordered by this Court that publication be made for four (4) suc-cc
cessive weeks, as required by law, in the Okeechobee News, a newspaper pub-bb
lished in Okeechobee County, Florida, notifying said non-resident Respondent to
file answers with Petitioner’s attorney, Gary Dodson, Attorney at Law, 
whose address is P.O. Box 117, Sparta, Tennessee 38583, within thirty,
(30) days from the last date of publication, exclusive of said last date of publica-
tion, or a judgment by default may be entered as to him. 
This 18th day of July, 2018.
This matter will be heard on the 21st day of September, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in 

the Chancery Court for Putnam County at the Putnam County Justice Center.

                                                     Linda F. Reeder, Clerk & Master
                                               Brandi Ashburn, Deputy Clerk & Master
271818 ON 7/25;8/1,8,15/2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE BY 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, Okeechobee, Flor-rr
ida, will on the 31st day of August, 2018, at 11:00 A.M., at the
Okee-Tantie Marina located at 10430 Highway 78 West , Okeechobee, 
Florida, offer for sale and sell at public outcry to the highest and best 
bidder for cash, the following described property, to-wit:

1975 HAT Boat - FL ID# FL5264JD - Title# 1945577
Docked at Boat Slip #25 , Okee-Tantie Marina,
10430 Highway 78 West , Okeechobee, Florida

owned by Charles Wesley Worley, pursuant to possessory lien upon 
the above-described vessel for dockage fees and expenses necessary
for preservation of the vessel and for expenses reasonably incurred or to 
be incurred in the sale of the vessel. The vessel may be examined at the 
Okee-Tantie Boat Slip #25.

WITNESS my hand and the official seal of said Court, this 10th day of 
August, 2018.

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY: LAURA ANN MCCALL

Okeeehobee County Attorney
Florida Bar No.: 389749

Post Office  Box  968 Okeechobee, Florida 34973-0968
863-763-3131 - phone   863-763-1031 - fax

280879 ON 8/15,22/2018

CITY COUNCIL MEETING TIME CHANGE
AND BUDGET WORKSHOP NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee
will conduct a Regular Meeting beginning at 5:00 p.m. on g Tue, Aug 21,
2018, or as soon thereafter as possible, at City Hall, 55 SE 3rd Ave, Rm 200,
Okeechobee, Florida. At the end of this session, a BUDGET WORKSHOP will P
be held for the purpose of discussing and reviewing the proposed 2018-2019
Fiscal Year Annual Budget. The public is invited and encouraged to attend. Con-
tact City Administration at 863-763-3372, or website, cityofokeechobee.com, to
obtain a copy of the agenda.

ANY PERSON DECIDING TO APPEAL any decision made by the City L
Council with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need to en-
sure a verbatim record of the proceeding is made and the record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal will be based. In accordance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any person with a disability as
defined by the ADA, that needs special accommodation to participate in this 
proceeding, contact the City Clerk’s Office no later than two business days prior
to proceeding, 863-763-3372.

BE ADVISED that should you intend to show any document, picture, video D
or items to the Council in support or opposition to any item on the agenda, a
copy of the document, picture, video, or item MUST be provided to the City T
Clerk for the City’s records.

By: Mayor Dowling R. Watford, Jr.
281202 ON 8/15/2018

 Public Notice 

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Okeechobee County Tourist Development Council (TDC) Advisory Board 
will hold its Regular Session on Tuesday August 21, 2018 at 9 a.m. at the
Okeechobee County Historic Courthouse in the “Judge William L. Hendry Court-tt
room” located at 304 NW 2nd Street, Okeechobee, Florida.

Any person deciding to appeal any decision made by the TDC with respect to 
any matter considered at such meeting will need a record of the proceedings,
and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is based. 

In accordance with the American with Disabilities Act, persons with disabilities 
needing special accommodations to participate in this proceeding should con-
tact the County Administrator’s Office not later than four (4) days prior to the 
proceeding at 304 NW 2nd Street, Room 123, Okeechobee, Florida 34972, or
call 863.763.6441. If you are hearing or voice impaired, call TDD 800.222.3448
(voice) or 888.447.5620 (TTY).

Sharie Turgeon, Tourism Coordinator
Tourist Development Council
Okeechobee County, Florida 
281208 ON 8/15/2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE WILL HOLD A REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2018 AT 3:30 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM, A301 OF 
THE BEN L. BRYAN ADMINISTRATION BUILDING ON THE MAIN CAMPUS OF 
INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE AT 3209 VIRGINIA AVENUE, FORT PIERCE, 
FLORIDA 34981.  NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN THAT AT 9:00 A.M., TUESDAY,
AUGUST 21, 2018, AN AGENDA MEETING WILL BE HELD IN ROOM 102 
OF THE BROWN CENTER FOR INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
ON THE MAIN CAMPUS, 3209 VIRGINIA AVENUE, FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 
34981-5596.  ANY PERSONS WISHING TO PLACE BEFORE THAT BOARD FOR 
CONSIDERATION ARGUMENTS CONCERNING ISSUES OF LAW OR POLICY 
OR PRESENT EVIDENCE OF ANY PERTINENT FACT THAT MAY BE IN DIS-S
PUTE MUST NOTIFY THE PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE AT LEAST FIVE DAYS
BEFORE THE SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.  ANY 
PERSONS WISHING TO APPEAL THE DECISIONS OF THIS BOARD WITH
RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING WILL NEED 
A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, AND FOR SUCH PURPOSE MAY NEED
TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE.
274848 ON 8/15/2018

 Commercial
 Property 
TREASURE ISLAND 

2100SQ. FT. METAL 
BUILDING 2 ROLL 
UP DOORS BEHIND 
LAKESIDE CARWASH. 
$800.00/MO. YEARLY 
LEASE, FIRST-LAST+ 
SEC. CALL TAB 863-
610-1027  

Houses - Rent 

3/2, unfurnished, 
spacious floor plan, large 
yard, Basswood, $1100/
mo. Incl. water.  Bkgrd 

& credit ck req.
Call 863-634-0024.

Rental Needed 

RENTAL NEEDED- 
OLDER COUPLE 
LOOKING FOR 3BR/2BA 
RENTAL, WITH A LONG 
TERM LEASE OR OP-
TION TO BUY. PLEASE 
CALL 304-248-8509

Resort
Property - Sale

LOOKING TO SELL- 
MOBILE HOME 
& RV PARKS IN 

OKEECHOBEE, SOME 
WITH WATER ACCESS, 

VERY NICE! 
MULTPLE PARKS 

CALL PAUL 863-763-3241  

 Mobile Homes -
 Rent 

1/1 RENT TO OWN
REMODELED- VERY 

CUTE! NO MONEY 
DOWN. LOW MONTHLY 

PAYMENTS. ADULT 
PARK. BACKGROUND 
CHECK REQUIRED 

CALL PAUL 
863-763-3241

FURNISHED
CANAL FRONT, 
1/1 IN QUIET 

NEIGHBORHOOD,
WASHER, DRYER,
SCREEN RM, 100’ 
DOCK, FENCED 

YARD, SMALL PET 
WELCOME. LONG
OR SHORT TERM,
WITH OR WITH-
OUT UTILITIES. 
PERFECT FOR 

RETIRED COUPLE 
(863)467-4371  

 Mobile Homes -
 Sale 

1/1 OWNER FINANCE 
REMODELED- 

ADORABLE, NO MONEY 
DOWN. LOW MONTHLY 

PAYMENTS. ADULT 
PARK. BACKGROUND 
CHECK REQUIRED 

CALL PAUL 
863-763-3241

 Campers / RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot 
Call 954-595-0093

 Motorcycles
MOTOR CYCLES FOR 

SALE: (2) SUZUKI 2013 
VL 1500 BOULEVARD, 
DARK METALLIC 
BLUE, 14,000 MILES, 
$6,000 O.B.O. 2014 
800, BLACK, 1,300 
MILES, $5,000 O.B.O. 
BOTH BIKES HAVE 
WINDSHIELDS, BACK 
REST, CARGO RACK, 
SOFT SADDLE BAGS. 
BIKES WERE BOUGHT 
NEW OFF SHOWROOM 
FLOOR @ ARS POWER 
SPORTS HERE IN 
OKEECHOBEE IN JUNE  
2015 WITH EXTRA 
3 YEARS OF FULL 
WARRANTY. BOTH 
RUN EXCELLENT. WILL 
SELL TOGETHER FOR 
$10,000 O.B.O. CALL 
TIM @ 502-803-0850

 Autos Wanted
AAA Auto Analysis- All 
makes, all price ranges. 
We buy cars, trucks, 
and motorcycles. 

Established 1981. 
772-260-9707

 Barber Shops 

Get your back to 
school haircuts at 

BARNEY’S BARBER & 
BEAUTY  SHOP, 110 
S.E. Park St. across 
from the city police 

station. Open Monday 
- Saturday, 8am-

5:30pm.
863-763-7195

 Public Notice 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA. PROBATE 
DIVISION

CASE NO. 2018-CP-123

In re: Estate of
GERALD DEAN BISHOP,   
a/k/a  GERALD D. BISHOP, 
a/k/a  GERALD BISHOP,
  Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Ancillary administration)

 The ancillary administration of the 
estate of GERALD DEAN BISHOP, 
a/k/a GERALD D, BISHOP, a/k/a
GERALD BISHOP, deceased, date 
of death May 7, 2018, is pending
in the Circuit Court for Okeechobee 
County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is 312 N.W.
3rd Street, Suite 101, Okeechobee, 
Florida 34972, The names and
addresses of the ancillary personal 
representative and the ancillary per-
sonal representative’s attorney are 
set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this notice is served 
within three months after the date 
of the first publication of this no-
tice must file their claims with this 
Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE 
OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE 
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent 

and persons having claims  or de-
mands against the estate of the 
decedent must file their claims with 
this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION  OF THIS 
NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED 

WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH IN THE FLORIDA 
STATUTES WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE 

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE 
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE 
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The first publication date of this 

notice is: August 8, 2018.
Ancillary Personal Representative:

Kenneth Creed
2241 Montague Bay Circle
Anchorage, Alaska 99515

Attorney for Ancillary
Personal Representative
CONELY & CONELY, P.A.
Post Office Box 1367
Okeechobee, Florida 34973-1367
(863)763-3825
Primary E-Mail Address: 
tconely@conelyandconely.com 

Secondary I E-Mail Address: 
blanier@conelyandconely.com

Secondary 2 E-Mail Address:
service@conelyandconely.com
By Torn W.  Conely, III  
Florida Bar #096482
278334 ON 8/8,15/2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIR-

CUIT IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
JUVENILE DIVISION

CASE NO.: 472017DP000065

IN THE INTEREST OF:

  L.G.  DOB: 3/28/2017

     Minor Children

TO:  Joshua Gallagher
        Father,  address unknown
 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT 

A PETITION UNDER OATH HAS BEEN 
FILED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN THE 
ABOVE  STYLED COURT FOR THE 
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS 
RELATIVE TO THE ABOVE NAMED
CHILDREN, L.G. WHO WAS BORN IN 
ST. LUCIE COUNTY,  STATE OF FLOR-
IDA, ON THE 28th DAY OF MARCH, 
2012 AND H.D. WHO WAS BORN
IN SAINT LUCIE COUNTY, STATE OF
FLORIDA, ON THE 30rd DAY OF DE-
CEMBER, 2017. YOU ARE COMMAND-
ED TO BE AND APPEAR BEFORE THE 
CIRCUIT COURT IN THE ABOVE-
STYLED COURT LOCATED AT 312 NW
3RD STREET, OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972
ON AUGUST 27, 2018 AT 9:30
A.M. FOR TERMINATION OF PAREN-
TAL RIGHTS ADVISORY HEARING. 
YOU MUST APPEAR ON THE DATE 
AND AT THE TIME SPECIFIED. FAIL-
URE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR AT THE
ADVISORY HEARING CONSTITUTES 
CONSENT TO THE TERMINATION OF 
PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE CHILD. IF 
YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON THE DATE
AND TIME SPECIFIED, YOU MAY LOSE 
ALL LEGAL RIGHTS AS A PARENT TO
THE CHILD NAMED IN THE PETITION 
ATTACHED TO THIS NOTICE.
BE ADVISED THAT YOU HAVE THE

RIGHT TO HAVE AN ATTORNEY REP-
RESENT YOU IN THIS MATIER. IFYOU 
CANNOT AFFORD AN ATTORNEY,
ONE MAY BE APPOINTED FOR YOU.
WITNESS MY HAND AS THE CLERK 

OF SAID COURT AND THE SEAL 
THEREOF THIS 26TH DAY OF JULY,
2018.

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK
KIM SARROS, DEPUTY CLERK
278170 ON 8/1,8,15,22/2018

READING A
NEWSPAPER...

leads you to the 
best products
and services.

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

Shop here first!
The classified ads

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!
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AIR CONDITIONING

ADVERTISE HERE 

EMORY WALKER CO. INC.
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration

24/7 SERVICE FOR OUR CUSTOMERS
208 SW 5TH Ave. Okeechobee

Serving the 
Lake Area for

 50 Years!
CAC042747
CAC057219863-763-6742

WANTED TO BUY

Elliott’s Pawn Shop
419 W.S. Park St. •  863.763-5553

We Buy Scrap Gold,
Silver and Coins

ATTORNEYS

Rebecca Boldt Hamilton, P.A.
REBECCA H. BOLDT, Esq.

RICHARD W. SEYMOUR, Esq. 

863-467-1894

An Affordable Way to ADVERTISE!
call: 863.763.3134 • email: okeeadsales@newszap.com

Public Notice 

PUBLIC NOTICE

A public auction will be
held at BMJ Towing, Inc. at
414 South Parrott Avenue,
Okeechobee, Florida 34974 
on FRIDAY THE 31ST DAY 
OF AUGUST, 2018 from 
10:00-11:00 A.M. Pursuant
to Florida statute 713.78 for 
unpaid towing and storage.
Year, Make, Model & Vin’s as
follows
2003 HYUNDAI TIBURON

KMHHN65F33U063140

2005 TEXT TRAILER
TX05JJ0HNS0N6610

Terms of sale are cash, and
no checks will be accepted.
The seller reserves the right

No refunds will be made. Said 
automobiles will be sold in 
“AS IS” with no guarantees.

281200 ON 8/15/2018

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are for-
matted as a 9x9 grid, bro-
ken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 
must fi ll each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once in 
each row, column and 
box. You can fi gure out 
the order in which num-
bers will appear by using 
the numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

READING A
NEWSPAPER
HELPS YOU GET
INVOLVED IN THE
COMMUNITY.

No wonder newspaper 
readers have more fun!

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1 Decorator’s asset
6 PCs made by Big

Blue
10 Casual tête-à-tête
14 Part of “Hamlet”

in which Ophelia
drowns

15 Game with cues
16 Wife of Zeus
17 Last word of “The

Star-Spangled
Banner”

18 Estimate words
19 Metrical foot, in

poetry
20 Kid’s sidewalk

business
23 Sixth sense,

briefly
24 RR stop
25 Contented sounds
26 Air traffic org.
29 Nestlé bottled

water brand
32 Director

Wertmüller
35 Young Darth’s

nickname
36 Army base

nickname
37 Amo, amas, __
38 Green energy

type
41 “The doctor __”
42 Monopoly

payments
44 Summer, in

France
45 Cancel an edit
46 Soda fountain

order
50 At least one
51 Balloon filler
52 Civil Rights

Memorial
designer Maya __

53 “Mamma __!”
56 “Applause,

applause!” ... or
what one might
do in front of the
last words of 20-,
29- and 46-
Across

60 Loads (of)
62 Saddle or sofa
63 “Wheel of

Fortune” co-host
64 Bread unit
65 Like nonfiction
66 DeGeneres of TV

talk

67 Pic, in ads
68 Skinny Olive and

family
69 Prefix with foam

DOWN
1 Place setting

setting
2 Plowing

measures
3 Post office

purchase
4 Binge-watcher’s

device
5 “That being 

said ... ”
6 Apple music

player
7 Dull one
8 Israeli

intelligence
group

9 “Three-toed” leaf
eaters

10 Whiskers spot
11 Like swan dives
12 Upper limb
13 Indent key
21 Book of maps
22 Once-sacred

Egyptian snakes
27 Woman with an

online list
28 Secret __: spy

29 Singer LaBelle or
LuPone

30 Frasier’s brother
31 Pay hike
32 Immature insect
33 “Know what __?”
34 Billy’s barnyard

mate
39 Olympic

competitors
40 Adjust one’s sights
43 Czech or Serb
47 Fools with a fib

48 Blood carrier
49 Jacks in a deck
53 Masculine
54 Word before

circle or city
55 Hersey’s “A Bell

for __”
57 “Inside” dope
58 Yield from a heist
59 Stop
60 Furry TV E.T.
61 “__ many 

cooks ... ”

By Ed Sessa 
©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 03/14/16

03/14/16

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Contact a Sales Representative today:
863.763.3134 | okeeadsales@newszap.com

These business card sized ads are 
an affordable way to advertise!

Publishes Sunday 
and WednesdayGreat Branding &

Image Building

Opportunity



By Chris Felker
Okeechobee News

The two challengers for 
Okeechobee County Com-
mission, running against 
District 4’s Terry Burroughs 
(board chairman) and Dis-
trict 2 incumbent Bryant 
Culpepper, faced off with 
the incumbents Aug. 6 at 
the Okeechobee Political 
Forum.

The opposing candidates, Noel Chandler 
in District 2, who’s a sitting Okeechobee City 
Council member, and Fred Darrell Brown 
along with the two commissioners gave 
opening statements in the event at Osceo-
la Middle School, then addressed questions 
submitted by county residents. Several dozen 
interested citizens sat in the stands, observing 
quietly. The District 4 candidates went first 
during the forum (story appeared in Wednes-
day’s Okeechobee News and is on the web-
site, okeechobeenews.net).

Incumbent Culpepper was invited to go 
first with his opening statement. “Two min-
utes?” he inquired as he started. The modera-
tor replied, “For you, I know that will be diffi-
cult, but … Yes, two.” The icebreaker cracked 
up the audience.

Mr. Culpepper said he had to walk down 
memory lane for a bit. “I moved here in 2003 
and was here seven years when I decided on 
this crazy idea of running for county commis-
sion. And people laughed because it was like 
an unsaid rule that you had to be here 20, 25 
years to consider that. That’s my goal that I’ve 
tried to achieve since 1986,” he said, going on 
to describe his service on many other boards, 
which enabled him “to be able to build the 
confidence I need so when I got to this point, 
I could make decisions that would affect our 
families in a positive way.”

“The beauty of this election is that Noel 
Chandler and myself are good friends,” he 
declared, relating how, after he’d filed to run, 
they met by coincidence in Publix’s parking 
lot one day and discussed how people hate 
bad politics, “backbiting that turns people off. 
Every time you turn somebody off in politics, 
that’s less people making decisions for more 
of us,” Mr. Culpepper pointed out, saying the 
two agreed to a theme of civility in their cam-
paigns. He went on for a few minutes and fin-
ished with this: “I will tell you right now that 
the board that I sit on with the members, the 
ones that were elected in the last two-year 
term, is the best board I’ve ever seen since I 
have been here. We all work together, we’re 
a well-oiled machine, we all have the same 
things in mind.”

The audience began chuckling but not be-
cause of what he said; rather, he’d exceeded 
his time. Mr. Culpepper exclaimed, “Close!” 
but the moderator clarified, “No cigar!”

Mr. Chandler then took his turn. “I’m a 
seventh-generation Okeechobeean. I’ve seen 
many, many changes,” he began. “We have 
a future coming up now that we need to be 
ready for. If you’ve got somebody coming to 
your house, you want to spruce it up a little 
bit, kind of clean it up and sweep the floors. 
That’s what Okeechobee needs to do.

“This place needs to be in top shape if we 
want people to come in and build a business 
and buy homes. Then they can see this com-

munity is growing and it’s 
worth coming to. I just want 
to thank everyone who 
came out tonight. I appre-
ciate everyone here. You’ve 
all been friends of mine 
and helped me through a 
lot of problems. I just can’t 
say enough about how I’m 
dedicated to Okeechobee. 
Thank you,” he said.

Citizens’ questions posed
 Three questions were asked of the can-

didates, contributed by citizens and audience 
members.

In the upcoming general fund, how 
would you balance the budget without 
dipping into the reserves?

Mr. Chandler: “It’s very difficult not to go 
into the reserves when we have such a vast 
amount of fire department, police depart-
ment (costs). Now we’ve got so many man-
dates given us by the state, that it’s hard to 
find any monies left out there ... so we’ve 
got to come up with different ideas and new 
ideas. We might have to go back and look at 
the old books and find out new ways to come 
up with different ways to tax … well, not tax, 
but anything you do is going to be a new tax. 
But we’ve got to come up with new ways. 
Maybe new people coming in to town, may-
be tax them a little more than the people that 
are already here. That’s not going to happen, 
either, I mean, heck, you do that … (and) it’s 
almost a Catch-22 situation. It’s hard to have a 
budget without getting into the reserves, and 
a balanced budget, so you’ve just got to be 
hard-core and say, ‘Look, we can’t do that.’”

Mr. Culpepper: “Actually, we have. We 
were looking to do what the sheriff wanted to 
do and would have loved to have done that. 
But it was looking to go to 9 mills. If we would 
have done that it would’ve put people out of 
their homes. So we were very careful of that 
… and we beat up all the other departments 
trying to help out the situation. (Regarding 
salaries,) the last thing we wanted to do was 
see good people that we trained, leave. We 
spent hours and hours trimming every penny 
we could so that we could come to a compro-
mise with the sheriff, hoping that when we get 
the new, $1.4 billion power plant on line, and 
Bass Pro on line, that we would have those 
additional revenues. ... When people come to 
look at a new area for a new business, they 
look at your financials. Are you good keepers 
of your financial budget, and that’s what we 
wanted to show, because that’s what brings 
people in. As a matter of fact, we’ve shown 
the ad valorem taxes flat or reduced, seven 
years in a row. I am very proud of that ... and 
I want to continue to work with this board to 
do exactly that.”

What is your vision for Okeechobee 
County and what’s the first action that 
you will take to work toward that vision?

Mr. Culpepper: “We actually have been 
working toward that vision. I know there’s 
realtors here … one of the first questions 
they’re asked when a new family or a new 
business comes in, ‘Do you have a safe com-
munity?’ Second question’s probably going 
to be, ‘How are your schools?’ So we work 
diligently to make sure that we secure, not 
only with the police department in the city, 
working more in conjunction with them — 

because we mutual aid with those folks, too, 
as well as the fire department — so it’s been 
my goal and the goal of this sitting board to 
make sure that the sheriff and all of our de-
partments work to make sure we have a safe 
community. Because I think there’s a lot of 
things you want, but there’s things you have 
to have, and a safe community happens to be 
one. Everybody would like their taxes low-
ered, but you have to ask yourself, what level 
of service are you willing to accept? And we 
have worked hard to make sure that that stays 
where it is, and we’ve raised taxes only when 
absolutely necessary. And the MSTUs (Munic-
ipal Service Taxing Units) that we did for EMS 
and fire were to make sure that everybody in 
the county paid their fair share.”

Mr. Chandler: “The vision for this county 
should be where it’s taking in, like he said, 
that Florida Power & Light’s coming in, Bass 
Pro’s coming in. My vision would be to get 
this county in shape where we could put in 
infrastructure from the light here (at Wolf 
Road and U.S. 441 South) all the way down 
to State Road 78 to the river, (and) put in sew-
er. If you’re set up with sewer and roads and 
infrastructure, people will come here. So ... 
when they come in and see we’ve already set 
up for it, and they can see we do want them, 
and give them some incentive to get here. I 
mean, that’s a hard thing to do, to give them 
an incentive and then take it back a couple 
of years later. My vision is get Okeechobee 
County growing, clean it up, better than what 
it is right now, and get the kinds of family busi-
nesses in here that people are going to want 
to stay. And just advertise, advertise, advertise. 
I was on the board at OUA, and we have a 
lot of good ideas, but we just can’t get fund-
ed with projects we want to do. And I said … 
what we do is get with Tallahassee and see if 
we can’t get better funding to get better infra-
structure.

How would you describe the cur-
rent state of our county’s economy, and 
please give a specific example to sup-
port your opinion.

Mr. Chandler: “It’s not great. We have to 
bring in many more ideas of what we want 
to do in the future, especially with our sher-
iff ’s department and the mandates we have 
from the governor. We have to work with our 
schools, we have to work with our communi-
ty. The biggest problem, I guess, and I’ve just 
got to get this out here, that we’re in dire need 
of more people coming into Okeechobee so 
we can get a better tax base. That’s my main 

thing, is raise our tax base. Getting people in 

here so we can raise our taxes, with more 

people, not raise our taxes but tax more peo-

ple – and businesses, because the businesses 

pay all the taxes anyhow. I would just advo-

cate that we just advertise, basically – what 

we’re going to do, where we’re going to do it, 

and how we’re going to get it done. But infra-

structure is the main thing in getting people in 

Okeechobee.”

Mr. Culpepper: “One thing we’ve done is 

we hired an economic development team to 

come into Okeechobee, because what they 

are good at doing is developing and finding 

grants. When you’re a county of critical fi-

nancial concern, as we are, those grants are

available. In recent past years, we didn’t take 

advantage of the grants and now we are, and

so we’re getting a lot of things done. One of

the things that the school board candidates 

mentioned was the issues that they face about 

housing. We are desperate for affordable 

housing. (People) don’t want to live in a 45- or 

50-year-old single-wide mobile home. When 

they see that, it’s very hard to attract and keep

good people. But we are ... moving forward. 

We’ve got some exciting things coming in the 

next couple of years, hopefully Bass Pro will 

get started in November, and then the power 

plant comes online in June of next year. We 

will not get the revenues until the following 

full year, but ... what that will allow us to do

is not only fund our departments but start to 

bring down the ad valorem taxes, and that is

one of the best incentives for bringing in new 

people.”

In their closing statements, Mr. Culpepper 

thanked Okeechobeeans “for letting me re-

alize the dream I wanted to do, to work for 

people.”

Mr. Chandler said: “I want to get some

things accomplished. Okeechobee needs 

a lot of things. It needs people to come in 

Okeechobee. We need assets. We need infra-

structure. We need new roads. We need all 

this stuff cleaned up coming into town. We 

need better code enforcement. But most of

all, this is my community. I want it to be look-

ing nice so when somebody drives by, they 

want to stop and say: ‘Look! I’d like to stop 

here and maybe live here.’
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Special to the Okeechobee News

The children’s mental health agency 
Tykes & Teens wanted to ensure that chil-
dren in Okeechobee still had access to 
programming that would promote positive 
mental health during the summer.

Thanks to a grant from the Children Ser-
vices Council of Okeechobee County and 
the hard work of a team of dedicated Tykes 
& Teens therapists, 24 youths participated 
in a creative arts program that focused on 
building coping skills for anger, sadness 
and anxiety, and improving self-esteem. 
Participants engaged in several art projects 
that contributed to skill development. The 
highlight of the group for both the therapists 

and students was demonstrating deep, slow 
breathing using paint bubbles to reduce 
anxiety.

As the school year begins, Tykes & Teens 
also has increased on-site services with-
in the school system, now offering mental 
health counseling on site at Okeechobee 
High School, Freshman Campus, Osceola 
Middle School, Yearling Middle School, Ev-
erglades Elementary, Seminole Elementary 
and Central Elementary.

Parents can contact the Guidance Depart-
ment at their child’s school for more infor-
mation and to access services.

Tykes & Teens is a Medicaid provider, 
accepts most insurance and offers services 

on a sliding scale. There is no co-pay for 
these in school services thanks to funding 
from Southeast Florida Behavioral Net-
work and the Children’s Services Council of 
Okeechobee County.

For more information about Tykes & 
Teens, visit www.tykesandteens.org or call
772-220-3439.
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Special to the Okeechobee News

WASHINGTON, D.C. — It’s the height of 
summer, a time of year when we are most 
vulnerable to insect-borne diseases. It’s a 
threat that will still be with us well into the 
fall. Dr. Robert R. Redfield, director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), warns that “a growing list of diseases 
caused by the bite of an infected mosquito, 
tick, or flea have confronted the U.S. in re-
cent years, making a lot of people sick.”

Tick attacks can be particularly nasty for 
seniors, sad Dan Weber, president of the 
Association of Mature American Citizens. 
“They can cause several different illnesses, 
most notably Lyme disease. All of these sick-
nesses can have harsh symptoms but they 
rarely result in death, although the elderly 
have weaker immune systems and are there-
fore more susceptible.”

According to the CDC, the symptoms of 
Lyme disease include fever, rash, facial pa-
ralysis and arthritis and can last up to six 
months. The Interim Healthcare Web site 
notes that these ”symptoms can be harsh 
but slow to set in — a person could be in-

fected with Lyme disease for a full month 
with nothing but a small rash at the bite 
location before more serious symptoms set 
in. Later stage Lyme can include increased 
rashes, partial facial paralysis, arthritis and 
joint pain, irregular heartbeat, brain and spi-
nal cord swelling, nerve pain and short-term 
memory loss.”

Not all ticks carry Lyme disease. Weber 
says, “It is the blacklegged tick and the west-
ern blacklegged tick that are the culprits. 
They are not common in all 50 states. In fact, 
up until about 20 years ago, they were com-
mon only in the Northeastern United States. 
But two decades later they can be found in 
1,531 counties spread across 43 states. Re-
becca Eisen, a research biologist at the CDC, 
tells us that blacklegged ticks inhabit the 
northeastern, mid-Atlantic and north-central 
regions, and the western blacklegged tick are 
found along the Pacific Coast.”

Mr. Weber said you can tell the difference 
between the blacklegged and the common 
dog tick (which is not known to spread dis-
ease) by the physical differences between 
the two. The blacklegged tick is much small-

er than the dog tick, and the dog tick has 
white markings on its back.

The AMAC chief also suggests that you do 
not panic if you find a tick has attached itself 
to your body; you’ve got up to 24 hours be-
fore an infection can set in. So you have time 
to get help in removing it at an emergency 
room, for example. “Whatever you do, don’t 
try to squeeze it out or use a lit cigarette to 
coax it out. If you can’t get medical help, use 
tweezers to grip it as close as possible to its 
mouth to remove.”

To prevent tick bites, the CDC suggests 
that you:

• Treat clothing and gear with products 
containing 0.5% permethrin. Permethrin can 
be used to treat boots, clothing and camping 
gear and remain protective through several 
washings. 

• Use Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA)-registered insect repellents containing 
DEET, picaridin, IR3535, Oil of Lemon Euca-
lyptus (OLE), para-menthane-diol (PMD), or 
2-undecanone. EPA’s helpful search tool can 
help you find the product that best suits your 
needs. Always follow product instructions.

Ticks can carry dangerous diseases 

Special to the Okeechobee News
Students used artwork to learn healthy 
ways to cope with emotions.


