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Special to the Okeechobee News
From left to right, Okeechobee County public health prepared-
ness planner Brian Sell, Brilyn Sell and Okeechobee County 
Health Department Safety Coordinator Tod Hardacre. Brilyn 
holds a certificate of achievement from the Community Emer-
gency Response Team volunteer program.

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

The Okeechobee mother who 
took to social media on May 16 
to tell others about her daughter’s 
suicide attempt is doing the right 
thing, according to Tykes & Teens 
CEO and children’s mental health 
expert Jeff Shearer, a licensed clini-
cal social worker.

Tykes & Teens provides coun-
seling services at schools in 
Okeechobee County.

The mother, whose daughter 
was part of suicide pact with four 
other teens, is encouraging parents 
to talk to their children about sui-
cide, and encouraging teens to tell 
someone if a friend is talking about 
taking his or her own life.

On Mother’s Day, alerted to the 
situation by someone who saw 
the girl cut her wrists live on social 
media, an Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’ Office deputy got to the 

home in time for the girl’s life to be 
saved. The parents, who had just
been talking to and even laughing 
with their daughter a few minutes 
earlier, had no idea that she was 
in the bathroom trying to take her
own life.

OCSO was also able to warn the 
parents of the other four children 
in the suicide pact before any of
them attempted self-harm.

“Suicide pacts are very unusu-
al,” said Mr. Shearer. “Most of the
time suicides are about a sense of 
hopelessness and helplessness. A 
suicide pact is much more about
connection.”

He said those in a pact experi-
ence a sense of belonging when
they make that level of commit-
ment.

It’s not unusual for only one
person in the suicide pact to actu-
ally follow through, he added.

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Have a question for the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice? Soon there will be an app for 
that.

At their Thursday, May 24, meet-
ing the Okeechobee County Board 
of Commissioners approved Sher-
iff Noel Stephen’s request for fund-
ing for a sheriff ’s office app.

According to the staff report, 
TheSheriffApp.com develops cus-

tom iPhone and Android apps to
help harness the increasing num-
ber of residents who have smart-
phones.

The app will include options
such as alerts, submit a tip, inmate
search, recent arrests, sex offender
information, weather alerts, crime
prevention and safety tips, and a
way to post comments and com-
plaints.

Those who download the app
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By Richard Marion
Okeechobee News

As the public health prepared-
ness planner of the Okeechobee 
County Health Department, Brian 
Sell has plenty of experience in 
preparing others for unexpected 
emergencies. But on the night of 
May 17, he found himself in an un-
expected emergency of his own, 
and some quick thinking by his 
19-year-old daughter, Brilyn Sell, 
may have saved his life.

The Sell family had just gotten 
back from the Purple and White 

game at Okeechobee High School, 
and Brian went back outside to 
grab something from his vehicle 
when he felt some kind of insect 
bite him. He wasn’t sure what kind 
of insect it was, but according to 
Mr. Sell the bite was very painful 
and began itching. For all his life 
he hasn’t been allergic to anything, 
so he decided to take a Benedryl 
and hope the itching would recede 
after his shower.

After he bathed, however, 
things took a turn for the worse.

Daughter helps 
save father after 
allergic reaction
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Today: Thunderstorms 
in the morning, then variable 
clouds during the afternoon 
with still a chance of showers. 
High 79F. Winds ESE at 5 to 10 
mph. Chance of rain 80%.

Tonight: Cloudy with occasional rain 
showers. Thunder possible. Low 69F. Winds 
light and variable. Chance of rain 80%.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: Considerable cloudiness with 

occasional rain showers. High around 75F. 
Winds ESE at 10 to 15 mph. Chance of rain 
90%. Locally heavy rainfall possible.

Saturday Night: Rain showers in the 
evening with numerous thunderstorms de-
veloping overnight. Low near 70F. Winds SE 
at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 80%.

Sunday: Thunderstorms. High 79F. 
Winds SSE at 10 to 20 mph. Chance of rain 
100%.

Sunday Night: Scattered thunderstorms 
in the evening. Partly cloudy skies over-
night. Low 72F. Winds SSE at 10 to 15 mph. 

Okeechobee Forecast

“When he came out of the bathroom, I 
noticed his eyes had begun to swell shut,” 
said Brilyn Sell, “and his neck started droop-
ing. He looked really swollen. That’s when 
I knew he was going into anaphylactic 
shock.”

Brilyn reported that her father’s lips had 
swollen so much that they began to crack 
and bleed. The speed at which the symp-
toms were progressing was also concerning.

“From the time he came inside to him 
coming out of the shower, it had only been 
10 minutes,” explained Bryiln. “I knew that 
if it’s gotten this bad in just 10 minutes, we 
can’t wait another 10 minutes for an ambu-
lance. So I put him into the car and called 
911 as I started driving to Raulerson.”

911 operators were able to call ahead to 
Raulerson Hospital to inform them of the 
situation and allow them to prepare. Bri-
an, who is also a unit coordinator for the 
Okeechobee County Medical Reserve Corps 
(MRC), credits Bryiln’s training in that very 
same program for saving his life.

“Brilyn recognized the symptoms right 
away,” said Mr. Sell. “She’s a really smart 
and bright kid, and I have to believe her ex-
perience in the MRC prepared her for that 
moment. If we had hesitated a few minutes 
more, who knows what would’ve hap-
pened.”

Mr. Sell had a long career in the military 
as an airborne ranger, fighting in both Pan-
ama and the first Persian Gulf War. Which 
makes it all the more surprising that a simple 

bug bite could incapacitate him.
“Anything can happen, which is why I

recommend people take the initiative and 
join the MRC or take a first aid and CPR 
class,” said Mr. Sell. “It can be a lifesaver. I 
should know; it just saved me.”

The Okeechobee MRC is a communi-
ty-based volunteer unit comprised of local 
healthcare professionals. MRC units pro-
vide health professionals with an organized 
mechanism through which they can volun-
teer their time and skills to strengthen their
communities by preparing for and respond-
ing to large-scale emergencies. Community
members without medical training can as-
sist with administrative and other essential 
support functions as well, according to MRC
unit leader Tod Hardacre.

“There’s always something to do,” said
Mr. Hardacre. “Even if you feel like you’re
not cut out for the medical aspects, we 
can use you to work phone lines during an
emergency or for data entry or traffic con-
trol. There’s plenty to do.”

Mr. Sell now keeps an EpiPen at home in
case of another emergency.

“My dad always instilled the belief in me 
that I need to know how to take care of my-
self,” said Brilyn. “You can’t always depend
on 911 to get there on time. So from a young 
age we were always helping with the MRC, 
or taking first aid and CPR classes. The MRC 
has allowed me take part in all of these pro-
grams, and if I hadn’t done it, then it’s my
firm belief that night could’ve gone a lot 
worse and he could’ve died.”

To join the MRC you can visit www.servfl.
com or call MRC unit coordinator Tod Har-
dacre at 863-462-5805.

SELL
Continued From Page 1

“Thank goodness she put it on social 
media where people were able to speak up 
about it in time to save her life,” he said.

Mr. Shearer said he saw the mother’s vid-
eo and understands that before the suicide 
attempt, the 15-year-old did not show any of 
the warning signs.

“Most of the time, kids do talk about kill-
ing themselves,” he said. “We need to take 
that seriously.

“Teenagers see what is happening right 
now as the end all and be all,” he continued. 
When they are in pain, they do not see an 
end in sight.

“As adults, we need to reassure them it 
will get better,” he said.

Mr. Shearer said the timing of the suicide 
pact and this week’s release of the second 
season of “13 Reasons Why” on Netflix is 
disturbing. In the first season, the teen kills 
herself by slicing her wrists in the bathroom, 
just as the Okeechobee teen attempted to 
do on Sunday, he said. That’s actually an un-
usual thing for teens, he explained; statisti-
cally, fewer than 5 percent of teenagers who 
attempt suicide cut their wrists.

Like many other mental health profes-
sionals who have voiced opinions about 
the program, Mr. Shearer said he thinks “13 
Reasons Why” glamorizes teen suicide and 
could result in a “contagion effect” among 
young people at an impressionable age.

He added that it is a very disturbing se-
ries. He encourages parents to talk to their 
children about teen suicide and about the 
Netflix series. If the children want to watch 
the program, the parents should watch it 
with them, he said. “You can’t just tell them 
not to watch it,” he said, noting that most 
teenagers have access to the internet out-
side their homes, and a parental ban will 
just make the program more attractive to 
the teen.

“I would watch it with them and have 
that conservation with them,” he continued. 
“Talk about the potential solutions she (the 
main character) could have used.”

Teenagers may feel that suicide is the 
only answer to their problems, when in fact 
there are many other answers, he said. “In 
the first series, there are multiple people she 
could have asked for help.”

Mr. Shearer said that since 2012, the sui-

cide rate has risen in the young adult popu-
lation. Studies have shown a connection to 
smartphones and use of social media with 
the increase in suicides, he explained. When 
a teenager feels isolated, and turns to social 
media to feel a connection, it puts the teen 
at risk. If others on social media turn against 
them, it can be brutal.

Mental health help is available for teens 
and children through the Okeechobee 
County School System, he said. Tykes & 
Teens has counselors in all of the schools ex-
cept North Elementary and South Elementa-
ry. Those two schools did not have available 
office space, so students from those schools 
are referred to programs at nearby schools, 
he explained.

He said a parent or a student can contact 
the school guidance counselor for a referral.

The program is funded through health in-
surance (deductibles are waived), Medicaid, 
the Healthy Kids program, the Okeechobee 
Children’s Services Council and private do-
nations.

During the summer, the counseling 
services will continue to be offered at the 
schools. Those not already in counseling 
can call Tykes & Teens at 772-220-3439 for 
a referral.

Mental health services for children are 
also offered in Okeechobee County by Sun-
coast Mental Health Center. Suncoast offers 
evaluations, comprehensive assessments, 
psychiatric services, case management and 
therapy. They have an office in Okeechobee, 
at 408 N.W. Third St. For more information, 
call 863-824-0300.

Legacy Behavioral Health Center Inc. 
is a community mental health center 
that has been serving residents of Martin, 
Okeechobee, St. Lucie, Indian River and 
Palm Beach counties since 2005. Legacy is 
committed to improving the quality of life 
and level of performance of emotionally and 
behaviorally challenged children, adoles-
cents, families and adults through an array 
of diverse services. For more information, 
call 1-888-975-3422.

Okeechobee County Sheriff Noel Ste-
phen is asking everyone to speak up and call 
for help if they think someone is in danger. 
Don’t assume someone else will call, he ad-
vised.

SUICIDE
Continued From Page 1

will have up-to-date information from the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Office.

The initial cost of $14,565 includes setup 
and the base annual maintenance fee.

Funds for the app will come from the 
Crime Prevention Fund. Future funding for 
the annual maintenance fee will also come 
out of this fund.

According to the staff report, in Decem-
ber 2014, the Okeechobee Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners established the Crime 
Prevention Fund with a beginning balance 
of $243,267. This fund has continued to 
grow and has an available fund balance of 
$327,396. Revenue for this fund is generated 
by arrest fines and fees.

According to Florida Statutes Section 
775.083, “the county, in consultation with 
the sheriff, must expend such funds for 
crime prevention programs in the county, 
including safe neighborhood programs.”

The fund is restricted by statute. The sher-
iff may use the funds for crime prevention 
efforts, but expenses must be approved by 
the county commission.

In a related matter, the commissioners 
approved purchase of a Stalker SAM-R Mo-
bile Speed Trailer at a cost of $5,638.40, with 
the funds coming from the Crime Preven-
tion Fund. The mobile radar trailer will be 

used to monitor speeders.
Using money from another restricted 

fund, the commission also approved the 
purchase of two, dual-purpose K-9s.

“These dogs can do drug detection and
apprehension,” explained the sheriff.

Funds for the K-9s will come from the
Law Enforcement Trust Fund. Revenue for 
this fund comes from confiscated items and 
money seized in criminal cases. These funds 
may be used by the sheriff with the approval 
of the county commission.

The sheriff also received approval to 
spend money from the Inmate Welfare Fund 
for some improvements at the county jail.

The Inmate Welfare Fund comes from 
money paid by the inmates for commissary
items.

The sheriff said inmates are provided 
with the basic necessities, but they can pur-
chase “extras” in the jail commissary.

“They are allowed to buy honey buns
and Ramen noodles and things like that as 
long as their behavior is good,” explained
the sheriff.

The money in this fund can be used only
for certain things related to the improve-
ment of the jail, he said.

The commission approved an expendi-
ture of $11,000 for improvements to the jail 
to fund an upgrade of the internet system 
and video-conferencing equipment.

APP
Continued From Page 1
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THE GATHERING 
A Church of Restoration

Come As You Are
Sunday 10:30 AM

Children’s Church & Nursery Provided 

Growth Groups 
Meet Throughout the Week

1735 SW 24th Ave • 357-4418
www.thegatheringchurch.us 

You are welcome to come visit and 
enjoy the traditional worship and 

music.
Come and share in the word of 

God

Trinity Free Will Baptist Church
Sunday School 10:00 am 
Sunday Worship 11:00 am 

Sunday  Bible Study 6:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 pm

Pastor: Thomas Dees

1840 NE 39th Blvd. (Cemetery Rd)
Okeechobee, Florida 34972
Telephone: 863-763-4962

Church Directory

Special to the Okeechobee News

Matthew and Jennifer Deyarmond have 
been nominated for the Florida Coalition for 
Children’s prestigious Caregiver of the Year 
Award, which will be presented to one of 
Florida’s foster parents this summer during 
a statewide meeting of child-welfare pro-
fessionals, specialists and supporters. The 
Deyarmonds have been foster parents since 
August 2016, their name becoming synony-
mous in that short time with words and con-
cepts like “partner” and “co-parenting,” said 
Jill Poole, caregiver and adoption support 
supervisor for Devereux Community Based 
Care.

Devereux CBC, which is changing its 
name to Communities Connected for Kids 
as of July 1, coordinates and oversees the 
child-welfare system in Indian River, Martin, 
Okeechobee and St. Lucie counties. 

Because of their dedication to their 
youngest foster child, the Deyarmonds early 
on embraced the idea of “foster the whole 
family” and made adjustments to take that 
child’s two siblings, Ms. Poole said. They 
reached out to case management and spear-
headed the transition into their home so that 
the children’s sibling bond could grow.

They work with the children’s birth moth-
er on everyday parenting tasks, including 
managing behaviors, cooking and bed and 
bath routines — all with the singular goal of 
getting the children back home to a loving 
family who can provide a safe, stable and 
nurturing environment.

“They are not only providing respite to 
hurting children, they are ensuring that the 
connection between home and child is not 
broken,” Ms. Poole said. “They are rebuild-
ing a family.”

Okeechobee foster parents in the running for state award

Special to the Okeechobee News
Matthew and Jennifer Deyarmond have been nominated for the Florida Coali-
tion for Children’s prestigious Caregiver of the Year Award.

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

At their May 24 meeting, the Okeechobee 
County commissioners voted to accept a State 
Division of Emergency Management Grant in 
the amount of $15,000 for the evaluation of 
the Okeechobee County Health Department 
as a hurricane shelter. Director of Facilities 
Donnie Oden said the building is currently rat-
ed to withstand winds up to 110 mph, which 
means it currently rates to withstand a Cate-
gory 2 hurricane.

The evaluation will determine what needs 
to be done to the building to increase the 
wind load so that it could withstand a Catego-
ry 4 or 5 hurricane. Category 4 winds are 131 
to 155 mph. Category 5 winds are 155 mph 
and higher.

“If we can have the entire building evalu-
ated to see where we can improve it, there 
is funding out there available for additional 
grants,” he said.

In other business, the commissioners vot-
ed to contract with Merchant McIntyre Asso-
ciates in the amount of $7,500 per month for 

12 months to provide grant writing services to
the county.

The company will help the county apply
for federal grant funding for projects such as
roads, sidewalks, drug abuse treatment pro-
grams, mental health treatment programs,
water and sewer, restoration of historical
buildings and making buildings more energy-
efficient.

“I am glad to see this,” said Commissioner
Brad Goodbread. “Look at all of the federal
programs we could use to bring tax dollars
back to Okeechobee County.”

County Administrator Robbie Chartier ex-
plained that with some state grants, the grant
writer can be paid a percentage of the grant
dollars. Most of the federal grants do not al-
low use of grant funds to reimburse the grant
writing costs.

“You are spending your own money to get
money back,” she said.

She said McIntyre will meet with the com-
missioners to develop a priority list of the
county’s needs, and then research grants that
are available to meet those needs.

County hopes to upgrade health 
department storm shelter

Okeechobee News/OCSO

OSCO Employees of the Quarter
Above: Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Office detention deputy of the first 
quarter of 2018 is Deputy Justin White (center), who was selected by Cap-
tain Scott Deloney (left) and approved by Sheriff Noel E. Stephen (right). 
Left photo below: Detective Jose Garduno (left) was nominated by Detective 
Captain Robert Coleman and chosen by Sheriff Noel E. Stephen (right) as 
the Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Office law enforcement officer for the first 
quarter of 2018.
Right photo: Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Office human resources/execu-
tive assistant Ronda Butler (left) along with Chief Deputy Gary Bell (right) 
congratulate warrants clerk Krystal Payne (center), who was selected as the 
administrative employee of the first quarter of 2018.



13 Reasons Why
Readers responded to recent coverage 

of a teen suicide pact.
• “Maybe instead of blaming a show, 

blame the people who pushed her to do 
this, who encouraged it. Ignorance is blam-
ing a TV show or video game. The show is 
bringing awareness to how sick kids are in 
high school. Maybe if we as a whole held 
people accountable for harassing and bully-
ing, fewer kids would resort to this.” – Star-
lene Hammill

• “After watching the series, and reading 
several articles which voiced concern about 
how it could influence teens, I chose to talk 
to my kids at length about it. I monitor all 
their cellphone activity, every message ac-
count, and I review all internet searches. 
Anytime I hear about a dangerous trend, I 
talk to my kids about it and explain the dan-
gers, and encourage them to ask questions.” 
– Katie McLemore Vickers

• “Here’s a good reason why children 
shouldn’t have phones. Or they have Trac-
Fones that only do phone calls, no apps or 
internet!” – Amanda Arnold

• “I don’t think the show glorifies teen 
suicide. My son is 15 and has a phone, and 
I know everything he does on it because I 
check and put parental controls on it. We 
have an ‘open door policy’ and we haven’t 
had these or any other issues.” – Jenny 
Breedlove

• “I would like to take a minute to reach 
out to this sweet girl (and anyone else who 
may feel hopeless and like suicide is an 
option) — Your life is precious. Your life 
is worth living. You are worth it. You were 
made for great things. This may feel like a 
time in the desert, but you will overcome 
this.” – Crystal While

• “I don’t think the show glorifies suicide. 
I think the larger concern is that it provides 
a step-by-step ‘how to’ template for suicide. 
Usually TV shows are vague on the details 
of the act of taking your own life. Even the 
book that the ‘13 Reasons Why’ series is 
based on was vague about exactly how the 
main character kills herself. The Netflix pro-
gram shows it in graphic detail. Television 
and movies do not usually do that because 
of the concern about copycats.” – J. Zimpel

• “It’s sad what happened to this girl, 
but you can’t blame it all on a TV show. As 
someone who has dealt with depression for 
seven-plus years and still does deal with it, 
‘13 Reasons Why’ is talking about a topic 
that people are too scared to talk about. Peo-
ple get triggered easily and shouldn’t watch 
it if they’re scared that it will trigger them.” 
– Shiann Marie

Guilty plea
A convicted murderer was accused of 

killing his cellmate at Okeechobee Correc-
tional Institute. He chose to act as his own 
attorney. On the third day of the trial, after 
giving his own testimony, he changed his 
plea to guilty, avoiding cross-examination 
by the prosecution. Readers had these com-
ments on the story.

• “Waste of taxpayers’ money and jurors’ 
time, nothing but a circus show.” – Steve 
Nuttre

• “He probably wanted everyone to just 
hear the truth.” – Anita Nunez

• “Prayers for him and all involved. These 
people need Jesus and love.” – Cathy Green

Voters
Every day I try to accept the fact that 

voters with very different values elected 
this president as our leader. Every day I ask 
myself, “If they didn’t fear losing their guns, 
would things change?” Every day I wonder, 
would they feel safe if no one was allowed 
in the country without government approv-
al?

My conclusion is no.
Mr. Trump has been successful in using 

fear to push his agenda. What you should 
fear is the systematic erosion of the humani-

tarian values this country has been known 
for. 

You should pay attention to the similarity 
of his words to those of leaders of dictator-
ships.

He is a fraud. The evil that exists in all 
of us has found approval in this man. We 
know there are those who will always hate, 
but now they feel free to act openly.

Society has norms and values. Without 
accepted behaviors, society becomes a car-
bon copy of “Lord of the Flies.”

J.T. Martin
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Public Forum/Speak Out

Letter to the editor

Publisher/Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Cindy Eckert

The Okeechobee News is published 
by Independent NewsMedia Inc, USA. 
Independent is owned by a unique trust 
that enables this newspaper to pursue a 
mission of journalistic service to the citizens 
of the community. Since no dividends are 

margins below industry standards. All after-
tax surpluses are reinvested in Independent’s 
mission of journalistic service, commitment to 
the ideals of the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution, and support of the community’s 
deliberation of public issues.

Speak Out comments can be shared 
in several ways. Comments on lo-
cal are welcome on the newspaper’s 
website at okeechobeenews.net, in 
the comments section following each 
article. Or, you can mail or drop off 
written, anonymous or signed opinions 
at the Okeechobee News office, 107 
S.W. 17th St. Suite D., Okeechobee, FL 
34974; or, email anonymous or signed 
Speak Out comments to Okeenews@
newszap.com. Thanks for participating 
in our discussion of local issues!

Special to the Okeechobee News/CES

CES Students of the Week
Central Elementary School Students of the Week for the week of May 14 are: 
Ryan Torres, Alissa Allen, Josias Ortiz, Gary Scherrer III, Brayden Yates, 
Mason Cruz, Jose Aranda, Logan Hair, Raiden Bishop, Harlee Arnold, Ca-
marion Kelly, Jadir Duran, Emily Campos, Jose Lara, Deisy Serrano, Deonna 
Orr, Dazmin Urbina, Isaiah Reyes, Qwtaysha Dingle, Jose Garcia, Cassondra 
Moore, Damian Garcia and Cameron Allen.

Special to the Okeechobee News

ORLANDO — This June, the Crayola Ex-
perience is partnering with OneBlood to help 
thank donors for saving lives. Donate with 
OneBlood anywhere in Florida from Friday, 
June 1, through Saturday, June 30, and in ad-
dition to OneBlood’s thank you gift, receive 
a special offer from Crayola Experience Or-

lando — purchase one admission ticket and 
receive a second admission free.

Generally healthy people age 16 or older 
who weigh at least 110 pounds can donate 
blood. A photo ID is required. To learn more 
about the importance of blood donation 
and how donors can target the power of 
their blood type, visit oneblood.org.

Give the gift of life, enjoy the Crayola Experience

Special to the Okeechobee News

Any mail telling you to take part in a 
Google Chrome Quiz contest or survey in 
order to win an Apple iPhone 8, Nexus, Sony 
Play Station or some other prizes is a scam.

Google currently does not have a Google 
Chrome Quiz contest or survey going on that 
offers its users a chance to win prizes. Scam-
mers are using fake quizzes and contests to 

trick their potential victims into disclosing
their personal and financial information.
They will subsequently use all these pieces
of information to steal from you.

The scammers also sometimes entice
their potential customers to complete sur-
veys that they the scammers will be paid for.

The victims, on the other hand, will not
receive the prizes that they were promised.

‘Google quiz’ is a scam
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By Matteo Tullio
Okeechobee News

On Monday morning, an Okeechobee 
woman filed a report of mailboxes in her 
neighborhood being sealed closed with Su-
per Glue sometime through the night.

According to an incident report by Depu-
ty Robert Feldman of the Okeechobee Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office (OCSO), at 8:27 a.m. on 
May 21, he responded to the 7200 block of 
Northeast 11th Lane in regard to a criminal 
mischief complaint.

Upon his arrival, Deputy Feldman met 
with the complainant, who stated that 
sometime during the night someone used 
what she suspected was Super Glue on her 
and her neighbors’ mailboxes, sealing them 
closed. The complainant was reportedly un-
aware of who did it or why they might have 
done this.

The report concluded that due to the in-
clement weather conditions, it was not pos-
sible to lift fingerprints from the mailboxes. 
Deputy Feldman also attempted to make 
contact with the complainant’s neighbors 
in the area, but none of them were at their 
homes.

According to the United State Postal In-
spection Service, the federal law enforce-
ment and security arm of the U.S. Postal 
Service (USPS), rural area mailboxes are 
vulnerable to vandalism because they are 
usually isolated, located on public thorough-

fares and frequently not visible to the box 
owners from their homes. City residential 
mailboxes are vandalized to a lesser degree.

Mailboxes are considered federal prop-
erty, and federal law (Title 18, United States 
Code, Section 1705), makes it a crime to 
vandalize them (or to injure, deface or de-
stroy any mail deposited in them). The code 
reads, “Whoever willfully or maliciously in-
jures, tears down or destroys any letter box 
or other receptacle intended or used for the 
receipt or delivery of mail on any mail route, 
or breaks open the same or willfully or ma-
liciously injures, defaces or destroys any 
mail deposited therein, shall be fined under 
this title (up to $250,000) or imprisoned not 
more than three years, or both.” Violators 
can be fined or imprisoned for each act of 
vandalism.

If you have information on mailbox van-
dalism, call the Postal Inspection Service to 
report it. Your cooperation helps apprehend 
violators. You may provide your information 
or complaints to your local postmaster or 
your nearest postal inspector.

Postal inspectors recommend these ac-
tions to protect your mailbox and any mail 
that may be inside it:

• Immediately report theft, tampering, 
or destruction of mail or mailboxes to your 
postmaster. Or go to the U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service website (uspis.gov) to report 
by clicking on “mailbox vandalism,” or call 
1-877-876-2455 (press 5).

• Obtain Label 33 from the Postal Inspec-
tion Service and affix it to your mailbox. The 
sticker warns that willful damage to mail-
boxes and theft of mail are crimes.

• Keep your mailbox in good repair, and 
make sure it’s properly installed. This may 
help prevent theft of the mailbox itself.

In addition to the mailbox itself are the 
contents of the box, which if taken or de-
stroyed can also result in a violation of fed-
eral law (Title 18, United States Code, Sec-
tion 1708). There is also the added risk of 
possible identity theft in today’s tech-reliant 
society, which is yet another charge.

According to the code, “whoever steals, 
takes, or abstracts, or by fraud or deception 
obtains, or attempts so to obtain, from or 
out of any mail, post office, or station there-
of, letter box, mail receptacle, or any mail 
route or other authorized depository for 
mail matter, or from a letter or mail carri-
er, any letter, postal card, package, bag, or 
mail, or abstracts or removes from any such 
letter, package, bag, or mail, any article or 
thing contained therein, or secretes, embez-
zles, or destroys any such letter, postal card, 
package, bag, or mail, or any article or thing 
contained therein; or whoever steals, takes, 
or abstracts, or by fraud or deception ob-
tains any letter, postal card, package, bag, or 
mail, or any article or thing contained there-
in which has been left for collection upon 
or adjacent to a collection box or other au-
thorized depository of mail matter; or, who-

ever buys, receives, or conceals, or unlaw-
fully has in his possession, any letter, postal
card, package, bag, or mail, or any article 
or thing contained therein, which has been
so stolen, taken, embezzled, or abstracted,
as herein described, knowing the same to 
have been stolen, taken, embezzled, or ab-
stracted— Shall be fined under this title (up 
to $250,000) or imprisoned not more than 
five years, or both.” Violators can be fined or 
imprisoned for each act.

In conjunction with the Title 18, United
States Code, Section 1708 federal law there 
is the Title 18 U.S. Code, Section 1702, which
covers the obstruction of correspondence,
making it a federal crime or offense for any-
one to obstruct the delivery of mail by taking
or removing it from the United States mails.

According to the code, “whoever takes 
any letter, postal card, or package out of any
post office or any authorized depository for 
mail matter, or from any letter or mail carrier, 
or which has been in any post office or au-
thorized depository, or in the custody of any
letter or mail carrier, before it has been de-
livered to the person to whom it was direct-
ed, with design to obstruct the correspon-
dence, or to pry into the business or secrets
of another, or opens, secretes, embezzles,
or destroys the same, shall be fined under
this title (up to $250,000) or imprisoned not
more than five years, or both.” Violators can
be fined or imprisoned for each act.

Super-Glued mailbox not just a prank but a federal law violation

The following individuals were 
arrested on felony or driving under 
the influence (DUI) charges by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Office 
(OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), the Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP), the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) or the Department of Correc-
tions (DOC).

• Juan Carrasco, 35, was arrested May 21 
by Deputy Greg Mullen on an Okeechobee 
County warrant charging him with cruelty to 
animals. His bond was set at $1,000.

• Juan Carlos Hernandez-Camacho, 44, 
Northeast 55th Trail, Okeechobee, was ar-
rested May 21 by Deputy Greg Mullen on an 
Okeechobee County warrant charging him 
with cruelty to animals. His bond was set at 
$1,000.

• Javaris Jamar Frost, 18, Northeast 28th 
Avenue, Okeechobee, was arrested May 22 
by Deputy Daniel Eng on two Okeechobee 
County felony warrants charging him with 
two counts of sale, manufacture or delivery 
of a controlled substance (cocaine) within 
1,000 feet of a municipal park, community 
center or recreational facility and two counts 
of possession with intent to sell, manufac-
ture or deliver a controlled substance (co-
caine) within 1,000 feet of a municipal park, 
community center or recreational facility. 
He was released on his own recognizance.

• Jennifer Nichole Scott, 39, Southeast 
21st Court, Okeechobee, was arrested May 
22 by Deputy Tim Higgins on two DOC fel-
ony warrants charging her with violation 
of probation - possession of a controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) without a 

valid prescription and violation of proba-
tion - possession of a controlled substance 
without a valid prescription. She was also 
arrested on an Okeechobee County felony 
warrant charging her with giving false infor-
mation to a pawnbroker. She is being held 
without bond.

• Dwan Sharrod Marshall, 42, Brown-
wood Drive, Mulberry, was arrested May 22 
by Deputy Greg Mullen on an Okeechobee 
County felony warrant charging him with 
burglary of structure or conveyance while 
armed, assault or battery upon person in 
the course of burglary of structure or con-
veyance, robbery with a firearm, and grand 
theft (more than $300 but less than $5,000). 
His bond was set at $105,000.

• Michael Lee Millikin, 37, Northeast 
26th Avenue, Okeechobee, was arrested 
May 22 by the Okeechobee Narcotics Task 
Force on a felony charge of possession of a 
controlled substance (methamphetamine) 
without a valid prescription. His bond was 
set at $5,000.

• Hayleigh Rene Price, 23, Okeechobee, 
was arrested May 23 by Deputy William Jol-
ly on an Okeechobee County felony warrant 
charging her with failure to appear - sale or 
delivery of a controlled substance (canna-
bis) and failure to appear - possession of a 
controlled substance (cannabis) with intent 
to sell. She is being held without bond.

• Kenneth James Schaeffer, 40, North-
west Fourth Street, Ocala, was arrested May 
23 by Deputy Steven Pollock on a misde-
meanor charge of driving under the influ-
ence. His bond was set at $1,500.

• Anthony Gerald Vickers, 25, U.S. 441 
Southeast, Okeechobee, was arrested May 

23 by Deputy Joseph Hall on a DOC felony 
warrant charging him with violation of pro-
bation - burglary of an occupied dwelling or 
conveyance, violation of probation - crimi-
nal mischief with property damage, and vi-
olation of probation - theft. He is being held 
without bond.

• Brian Steven Benefield, 41, Southeast 
29th Court, Okeechobee, was arrested May 
23 by Detective Mark Margerum on felony 
charges of armed burglary of dwelling or 
conveyance and grand theft (more than 
$300 but less than $5,000). He is being held 
without bond.

• Sandra Elaine Phillips, 47,Southeast 
26th Street, Okeechobee, was arrested 
May 24 by Officer Michael Jordan on felony 
charges of possession of a controlled sub-
stance (methamphetamine) without a valid 

prescription, possession of a controlled sub-
stance (hydromorphone) without a valid
prescription and a misdemeanor charge of
possession of drug paraphernalia. Her bond

was set at $5,500.
• Hugh Edgar Phillips, 47, Northeast 

120th Street, Okeechobee, was arrested 
May 24 by Officer Michael Jordan on a felo-
ny charge of possession of a controlled sub-

stance (methamphetamine) without a valid
prescription. His bond was set at $2,500.

This column lists arrests and not con-
victions, unless otherwise stated. Anyone 
listed here who is later found innocent or
has had the charges against them dropped
is welcome to inform this newspaper. The
information will be confirmed and printed.

Okeechobee Arrest Report

Okeechobee City Hall to be closed for holiday
Okeechobee City Hall offices will be closed Monday, May 28, in observance of Me-

morial Day. The website, cityofokeechobee.com, allows you access 24/7. The office will 
reopen on Tuesday, May 29, at 8 a.m.

Help save lives by donating blood
The need for blood donations doesn’t stop for summer vacations. If you are in good 

health and over the age of 17, you can help One Blood ensure area hospitals have a safe 
blood supply ready to handle emergencies.

June blood drives in Okeechobee include:
• Monday, June 4, at Walmart from 1:30 to 7 p.m.
• Tuesday, June 12, at Walmart from noon to 12:30 p.m.
• Saturday, June 16, at Walmart from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Sunday, June 17, at Golden Corral from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Sunday, June 17, at Walmart from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Tuesday, June 19, at Raulerson Hospital from 2 to 5 p.m.
• Tuesday, June 19, at Walmart from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
• Tuesday, June 26, at Okeechobee Sheriff ’s Office from noon to 5:30 p.m.



BHR VFW serves dinner
The Buckhead Ridge VFW Post 9528, 

29012 State Road 78 W., will serve dinner 
on Friday, May 25, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. The 
menu will include grilled boneless rib eye 
steak, grilled pork tenderloin, fried fish and 
shrimp, baked and french fried potatoes, 
baked sweet potatoes, fried onion rings, sal-
ad and desert. All proceeds will go to home-
less veterans. For information, call 863-467-
2882.

Softball sign ups open
Summer adult softball sign ups are un-

derway. Friday, May 25, is the team sign-up 
deadline at the Parks and Rec office, 1718 
N.W. Ninth Ave. Monday, June 4, is the first 
tentative game of regular season. For infor-
mation, visit their Facebook page or call 863-
763-6950.

Legion will host dinner
On Friday, May 25, come and enjoy din-

ner at the American Legion, 501 S.E. Second 
St. Everyone is welcome. Dinner will be fish, 
shrimp or chicken and french fry baskets, 
for a $6 donation and is served from 5 until 
8 p.m. with music from 6 to 9 p.m. For infor-
mation, call 863-763-5309.

Singles will hold potluck
The Christian Singles potluck dinner will 

be held at the Gathering Church, 1735 S.W. 
24th Ave., Friday, May 25, at 6 p.m. For in-
formation, call Mollie at 863-763-7195.

RV swap meet set
The Okeechobee Radio Control Associa-

tion will host a parking lot “Anything Radio 
Control Swap Meet and Membership Drive” 
at Big Lake Hobbies, 110 S.W. 14th St., locat-
ed one block south of Dairy Queen, on Sat-
urday, May 26, at 8 a.m. If you ever wanted 
to get started in radio-controlled airplanes, 
cars or boats, NOW is the time. Bargains 
will abound and our members can help you 
find the right bargain to put you on a path 
to success for a lifetime of enjoyment in 
radio control sports. Parents, keep in mind 
radio control sports is the perfect platform 
for advanced STEM applications. If you have 
any questions or would like to join the club, 
stop by this Saturday or call 561-252-02916 
or 863-357-3200.

Memorial Day cookout set
AMVETS Post 200, 3651 U.S. 411 S.E., will 

hold a Memorial Day cookout on Saturday, 
May 26, at 2 p.m. They will serve chicken 
and pulled pork with assorted sides. All pro-
ceeds will go to help needy veterans. The 
public is welcome! For information, call 863-
484-8135.

Legion opens Sunday bingo
American Legion 64, 501 S.E. Second St., 

will host Sunday night bingo on May 27, at 

6:30 p.m. Doors open at 5 p.m. in the bingo 
area. All proceeds will benefit the American 
Legion veterans’ programs. The event is 
open to the public.

VFW hosts lasagna dinner
VFW Post #4423, 300 N.W. 34th St., will 

host a lasagna dinner on Sunday, May 27, 
from 1 to 3 p.m. For information, call 863-
763-0818.

Amvets host 5-card bingo
Join Amvets Post 200, 3651 U.S. 441 S.E., 

Suite 6, on Sunday, May 27, at 2 p.m. and 
Tuesday, May 29, at 2 p.m. for five-card bin-
go. For information, call 863-484-8135.

Legion will host 5-card bingo
American Legion Post #64, 501 S.E. Sec-

ond St., will host five-card bingo on Monday, 
May 28, from 1 to 3 p.m. with lunch served 
at 12:30 p.m. For information, call 863-763-
5309.

Shrine Club hosts dinner
The Okeechobee Shrine Club, 1855 S.W. 

53rd St., off State Road 78 West next to Fast 
Break, will have a spaghetti dinner Tuesday, 
May 29, from 4 until 7 p.m., for an $8 do-
nation. The event is open to the public and 
all members of the Shrine Temple. For infor-
mation on the activities of the Okeechobee 
Shrine Club or to lease the club, contact the 
Shrine Club at 863-763-3378.

Summer play camp set
Summer play camp will be held from 

June 11 through July 27, Monday through 
Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Okeechobee Civic Center, 1750 U.S. 98 N., 
for kids ages 5 to 13. Registration is from 
now through May 31, Monday through Fri-
day, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Parks and 
Recreation Department, 1718 N.W. Ninth 
Ave. For information, call 863-763-6950.

Library will host programs
Each week, beginning June 1, the 

Okeechobee Library, 206 S.W. 16th St., will 
host a free program. From cooking to crafts 
to giant games, every week will be a differ-
ent and fun experience. Be sure to check 
the summer calendar to see what programs 
you’d like to attend. All events are free and 
open to all ages. You must be registered to 
attend. For details and to register, call 863-
763-3536 or come in to sign up.

Trash Fish tournament to be 
held

The 10th annual Lake Okeechobee Air-
boat Association Trash Fish tournament will 
be held on Saturday, June 2, at Okee-Tantie 
Airboat Landing, 1043 U.S. 78. For informa-
tion, call Jamie Mellette at 561-718-3077 or 
Rob Jones at 561-722-6572.

CSC meeting canceled
The Children’s Services Council meeting 

for June 14, has been canceled. There will 
be a special meeting held on Tuesday, June 
12, at 5 p.m.

Library hosts Reading Camp
Ms. Kim at the Okeechobee County 

Library, 206 S.W. 16th St., is excited to an-
nounce that the “Summer Reading Camp” 
will be every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. from 
Wednesday, June 20 through July 25. Camp 
is for ages 8 years old and under. If they have 
a sibling that is older, they may attend as 
well. Parents must attend! For information, 
call 863-763-3536.

More Community Events can be found at 
OkeechobeeNews.net in the Community 
section.
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Desktop Support Technician 

Description: The Okeechobee County Clerk’s 

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

CAC057219
Offer expires 6/15/2018.
*On a qualifying system purchase. Lennox system rebate offers range from $150 to $1,700. Some restrictions apply. One offer available per qualifying purchase. See your 
local Lennox dealer or www.lennox.com for details. **Valid through 05/30/2018. See your local dealer for details. Financing available to well qualified buyers on approved 
credit at a 0% APR for 72 months, with equal monthly payments. No down payment required. You may prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject 
to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late charges apply. See your Truth in 
Lending Disclosures for more information. 
© 2018 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses. 

with purchase of a Lennox® home comfort system.

GET UP TO

$1,700
  IN REBATES*

UP TO 72 MONTHS 
0% INTEREST 
FINANCING

Regular maintenance keeps your home 
 comfort system running smoothly.  

Call for a checkup today.

COOLING & HEATING PRO TIP

OR 20% OFF  
CHECKUP.**

(863) 763-6742
www.emorywalker.com

208 SW 5th Avenue, Okeechobee, FL 34974
Okeechobee’s Longest-Established Lennox Dealer Since 1975

Community Events
Brought
to you
by:

Lic#CAC053793 • Lic#CFC022585

863.763.6461
Plumbing • AC

Septic

Reading challenge 
The Okeechobee Library, 206 S.W. 16th 
St., will team up with Scholastic from 
now through Sept. 7, as students take the 
pledge to read as many minutes as they 
can this summer! To join, simply call the 
library at 863-763-3536 or come in to sign 
up with a librarian. Students will receive a 
pledge certificate along with a username 
and password. By logging reading min-
utes on the Scholastic website, students 
can unlock digital rewards and com-
plete weekly reading challenges online. 
Reading minutes will also count towards 
special summer prizes and events at the 
library. Join the fun and sign up today!



By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County commissioners 
Thursday voiced their support of a fishing 
tournament to benefit the VFW Post 10539 
Veterans Assistance Fund. The commis-
sioners unanimously agreed to waive the 
bleacher use fee at the Scott Driver recre-
ation area, and to allow the sale of draft beer 
at the tournament.

Dennis Conner of VFW Post 10539 ex-
plained that the fishing tournament is 
planned for Saturday, Nov. 17, from 5 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Weigh-in will start at 3 p.m. 

The event will include live music from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. It will also feature arts and 
crafts vendors, a children’s fishing tourna-
ment from the bank and other children’s 
activities.

Mr. Conner said that last year, more than 
90 children participated in the children’s 

event. Each child received a rod and reel, 
which were donated.

Mr. Conner said last year the tourna-
ment raised $18,000 for the Veterans As-
sistance Fund. This money is used to help 
local veterans and their families. Last year, 
he explained, they built handicapped ramps 
for a disabled veteran and for the widow of 
veteran,

In other business, the commissioners 
approved the procedure for Okeechobee 
County combat-wounded veterans to re-
ceive recognition under the Purple Heart 
county program.

Okeechobee County was designated a 
Purple Heart County on Feb, 22, honoring 
the service and sacrifice of our nation’s men 
and women in uniform, wounded or killed 
by the enemy, while serving to protect the 
freedoms enjoyed by all Americans. The 
purpose of this recognition program is to 

recognize at a local, hometown level those 

individuals who, in the defense of their 

country, sustained injuries from combat and 

were awarded the Purple Heart.

The nomination process begins with the 

county veterans service officer, who will 

verify the information and forward it to the 

Okeechobee Veterans Council Inc. for re-

view of the nominations and the selection 

process. 

Combat-wounded veterans will be hon-

ored at Okeechobee County Commission 

meetings.
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Walpole Feed & Supply Co. 
Hwy 98 N. Okeechobee

763-6905

Round Horse
Hay Bales

$63

Senior Community Health 
Nursing Supervisor

The registered nurse 12-month position 
supervises school health and school based 

dental sealant program for the FDOH 

Submit application to:  https://jobs.my-
-

EEO/AA/VP Employer

The Okeechobee News will be 
closed Monday, May 28 for
Memorial Day 
Deadline for the Wednesday, May 30 edition

Display Advertising.......3 p.m. Friday, May 25
Have a Safe Holiday!

Fishing tournament to benefit veterans

By OCSO
Special to the Okeechobee News

On Saturday, May 19, Freedom Ranch 
hosted its eighth annual Veterans Apprecia-
tion Day ceremony on National Armed Forc-
es Day in Okeechobee County. This year, 
four deputies from the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff ’s Office (OCSO) received a Quilt of 
Honor.

Quilts of Honor is a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to providing healing, lov-
ing and patriotic quilts to those who have 
served in harm’s way. The organization was 
formed in April 2010, when the passion and 
mission for providing comfort and healing to 
veterans had grown with several quilts being 
presented over the years.

Quilts of Honor are handmade by count-
less volunteers who wish to thank service 
members and to honor their service and 
sacrifice.

Four OCSO deputies received a quilt 
made especially for them. Receiving their 
quilts were Deputies Jack Nash, Quinton 
Speed and Lieutenant Shane Snyder. Deputy 
Steven Pollock was unable to attend the cer-
emony but was given his quilt at a later time.

It was a great experience attending this 
year and to hear a few stories from some 
of the veterans. Listening to these men and 
women and what they endured makes you 
stop and give thanks for the freedoms we 
have today.

To all veterans, thank you for your ser-
vice!

Veterans receive Quilts of Honor

Special to the Okeechobee News
Saturday, May 19, was National Armed Forces Day. Freedom Ranch was the 
host for this annual event in Okeechobee County. This year, four deputies from 
the sheriff’s office received a Quilt of Honor. Receiving their quilts were Sheriff’s 
Deputies Jack Nash, Quinton Speed and Lt. Shane Snyder. Deputy Steven Pol-
lock was unable to attend the ceremony but was given his quilt at a later time.

Fire/Rescue offers free blood pressure checks
Okeechobee County Fire/Rescue offers free blood pressure checks from 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m., Monday through Friday  at:

• Fire Station #1, 504 N.W. Sixth Street,

• Fire Station #2, 3511 S.E. 38th Ave., and, 

• Fire Station #4, 1199 N.E. 168th St.

Please understand that if you stop by a station and there is no staff there, they are out 

on an emergency call. Please stop back later.
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LIMITED & EXTENDED WARRANTIES AVAILABLE ON MOST TRUCKS!

WE’LL BUY YOUR TRUCK EVEN IF YOU DON’T BUY OURS!

2010 Ford F-150 XL
4.6L V8, CREW CAB, 88K MILES
#18802B 

$19,983

2013 Ford F-150 XLT
3.5L V6, CREW CAB, 60K MILES
#18674A 

$28,330

2015 Ford F-150
2.7L V6, CREW CAB, 55K MILES
#18441A 

$27,637

$36,485

2016 Dodge Ram 2500
6.4L V8, CREW CAB, 45K MILES
#P6263

$28,439

2014 Ford F-150
3.5L V6, CREW W/TOPPER,
65K MILES, #P6262

$53,846

2016 Ford F-350 SRW
6.7L V8, CREW CAB, 39K MILES
#P6269

772.461.6000

5435 U.S. 1  SOUTH, NORTH PORT ST. LUCIE (JUST NORTH OF PRIMA VISTA BLVD. ON U.S. 1)

MONDAY–FRIDAY 8AM–8PM  |  SATURDAY 9AM–6PM  |  OPEN THE LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH

FLORIDA
TURNPIKE

PRIMA VISTA

IF IT HAS A BED ON THE BACK—WE’VE GOT IT!

2018 Ford F-150 XL
3.3L V6 #18028
MSRP $35,174 MSRP $72,485

SALE
PRICE$27,972 SALE

PRICE$63,898

2017 Ford F-250SD Lariat
6.7L V8 #171360
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WE’LL HELP 
YOU PREPARE!

 Hurricane Panels
 Storm Shutters

 Awnings

Hoss & SonHoss & SonALUMINUM

(863) 634-7442(863) 634-7442 Lic# OCSL 1583-01 INSURED

SEASON
IS NEAR

GET READY FOR SUMMER

ALL YOU CAN EAT SALAD BAR
with your choice of

Grilled Salmon • Blackened Dolphin
Skewered Shrimp • Grilled Chicken Breast

11am
to 3:30pm

One coupon per table
May not be combined with 

any other offers

Hurry! 
Offer good 

from 5-18-18 
through 6-2-18

$999

with

Recognized as one of
America’s top surgeons

105 NE 19th Drive • Okeechobee, FL 34972
863.623.4486 (voice)

863.623.4487 (fax)
www.sainnovalsurgical.com

Family-Owned & Operated, 
OHCF has been 

Providing Rehab & 
Residential Care to 
Okeechobee & the 

Surrounding Communities 
Since 1984

• Rehab, Physical,
 Occupational, Speech 
 & Out-Patient Therapy
• Long-Term Nursing 
 Care Available 24/7
• Secure Dementia and 
 Alzheimer’s
 Memory-Care Wing
• Delicious Meals
• Fun & Stimulating
 Activities  

Five-Star Rated

We Love
to Care!

Okeechobee 
Health Care 

Facility
1646 U.S. 

Highway 441 
North

863-763-2226

Regarding contractors, take 
the attitude ‘buyers beware’ 
Special to the Okeechobee News

Hurricane season is right around the 
corner, and now is the time to be reminded 
about the importance of hiring licensed con-
tractors and obtaining necessary building 
permits. Whether a new building is being 
constructed, a roof needs new shingles, or 
a structure requires its air-conditioning unit 
to be replaced, homeowners must always 
be aware of what work requires permits, 
a licensed contractor or both. Hiring a li-
censed professional is not just a good idea 
because it protects you as a consumer, it is 
also the law and violators could face crimi-
nal charges, jail time and fines.

Warning signs of an 
unlicensed contractor

• If a large down payment is requested 
before the work begins, you might be at 
risk. Only partial payments (draws) should 
be made until the work is completed.

• If you are asked to pay in cash or make 
your check payable to an individual or 
“cash” instead of a company name.

• If verbal contracts are offered.
• The contractor is only willing to work 

on weekends or after hours.
• If they ask you, the homeowner, to 

obtain the permit. A licensed contractor in 
good standing will almost always obtain the 
permit.

• License numbers are not on their ve-
hicles, business cards, contracts, fliers, etc.

• They travel in unmarked vehicles and 
solicit door to door.

• They provide you with a post office box 
instead of a street address.

• Someone else obtains the permit other 
than the person or company contracted to 
do the work.

• No record of the business on sunbiz.
org.

• Solicitation of services on social media.

Helpful tips
• Ask to see the contractor’s license. The 

license should be issued from Okeechobee 
County or the Department of Business and 
Professional Regulation. The license will 
have the contractor’s name, license num-
ber, address and specialty.

• Ask for copies of the contractor’s gen-
eral liability and workers’ compensation in-
surance policies.

• Ask for a written estimate from several 
licensed contractors. License numbers are 
required to be printed on the estimate and/
or invoice.

• Make sure that the entire scope of work 
for the job is written and detailed in the con-
tract.

• Most jobs require a building permit. For 
a complete list of work that requires a per-
mit, contact Okeechobee County Communi-
ty Development at 863-763-5548.

• Ask for references.
• Keep copies of contracts, canceled 

checks, receipts, and photos of the work.
• Know the difference between a Busi-

ness Tax Receipt number (which is not a 
license) and a contractor’s license number.

• Avoid solicitation from contractors on 
social media.

Don’t be a victim. Protect yourself.
Using unlicensed contractors can be haz-

ardous to the health, safety and welfare of 
you and your family. Unlicensed contractors 
will often target uninformed and inexperi-
enced homeowners, particularly elderly per-
sons. Don’t let yourself be scammed!

Unlicensed and unpermitted work is 
against the law, and the homeowner may 
be liable for penalties from the county and 
the Florida Department of Business and Pro-
fessional Regulation (DBPR), as well as for 
personal or financial injuries to others. The 
DBPR can issue an order to stop construc-
tion and levy a $5,000 fine for aiding and 
abetting unlicensed contractors. Usually, 
the homeowner’s only recourse to recover 
from the unlicensed contractor is through 
civil court.

To verify a contractor’s license, or to file a 
complaint against a contractor, you can con-
tact the State of Florida, Department of Busi-
ness and Professional Regulation (DBPR) at 
1-850-487-1395, or visit www.MyFloridaLi-
cense.com

To report unlicensed activities, call toll 
free 1-866-532-14440. You can also con-
tact Okeechobee County Community 
Development at (863) 763-5548 or visit 
co.okeechobee.fl.us.

Code Enforcement Spotlight:
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2015 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500
$43,088
4X4 CREW
LEATHER

A8506A 6840A

2012 CHEVY IMPALA LTZ
$9,088

Come Visit
EDDIE
CRUZ

Product Specialist
habla espa ñol

@gilberthasit  •  GilbertChevrolet.com

863-763-3154 | 3550 US HIGHWAY 441 SOUTH - OKEECHOBEE

SERVICE & PARTS
MON-FRI       7:30 AM-5:30 PM
SATURDAY   8:00 AM-4:00 PM

SALES
MON-FRI       8:30 AM-7:00 PM
SATURDAY   9:00 AM-5:00 PM MON-FRI       7:30 AM-5:30 PM

2004 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500
$16,088

A8417A

2012 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT
$17,088

A8647A A4666A

2016 CHEVY SILVERADO 3500

$57,088

A8480A

DUALLY

2017 CHEVY COLORADO

$27,588

A8432A

2016 GMC SIERRA

$29,088

AU1280

2015 CHEVY EQUINOX

$19,088

AU4878

DIESEL 
CREW 
4X4

Dealer not responsible for typographical errors or omissions.
Offer expires May 31, 2018. See Dealer for details.

FROM

STK# N8502 STK# N8628 STK# N8398

FROMFROM
PER 

MONTH**
PER 

MONTH***
PER 

MONTH*

*Must fi nance through GM Financial Lease for $198 per month. $3,500 due 
at signing plus tax + tag. 36 months term lease. 10,000 miles per year. Some 

customers will not qualify. Take delivery by 5/31/2018. See participating dealer 
for details.

**Must fi nance through GM Financial Lease for $168 per month. $3,500 due 
at signing plus tax + tag. 36 months term lease. 10,000 miles per year. Some 

customers will not qualify. Take delivery by 5/31/2018. See participating dealer 
for details.

***Must fi nance through GM Financial Lease for $198 per month. $3,700 due 
at signing plus tax + tag. 36 months term lease. 10,000 miles per year. Some 

customers will not qualify. Take delivery by 5/31/2018. See participating dealer 
for details.

$198 $168 $198

CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY
Check the lot for “hang tag” pricing

SILVERADO DOUBLE CAB CRUZE EQUINOX
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Hendry County BOCC is seeking 
applications for a full-time Residential 
Building Inspector. Applications must 
be received at the Human Resources 
Department, 640 South Main Street, 
LaBelle, FL 33935. A complete job 
posting and application forms are 

available on the Hendry County website 
at .

Hendry County is a VP, EEO/AA, DFWP 
employer and participates in E-Verify.  
Individuals needing assistance in the 

application process should contact the 
County Human Resources 

department at 863-675-5352  

 Employment -
 Full Time 

 Employment -
 Full Time 

Accountant II 

FDOH-Okeechobee County.  M-F, 8-5.  Ac-
counts Payable professional level accounting 

State health insurance and FRS retirement.
Submit application to: 

OKEECHOBEE-ACCOUNTANT-II-64001764 

EEO/AA/VP Employer

IMMEDIATE
OPENING
OKEECHOBEE UTILITY 

AUTHORITY (OUA)
has an immediate opening for a 
Meter Reader. Applicant must be 
willing and able to perform light to 
heavy physical labor, courteous and 
professional in dealing with general 
public and fellow workers.

Applicant must have neat and legible 
handwriting, basic mathematical 
skills and possess a high  school 
diploma or the equivalent. This 
position will entail working outside 
with the reading, installation and 
repairs of water meters. Applicant 
must possess a valid FL Operator’s 
Driver’s License (requires clean 
driving record for the last three years).

Please visit our offices at 100 SW 
5th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 
34974 to complete the application 
paperwork or you may obtain an 
application at www.ouafl.com. 

Applications will be accepted until 
6pm, June 18, 2018

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
AND DRUG FREE WORKPLACE

 Employment -
 Full Time 

 Employment -
 Full Time 

 Auctions

AUCTION
Every Friday & 

Saturday nights at 5:30 
917 SW Park St.

(Behind Eli’s Western Wear) 
Quality Consignments 

Accepted. 
Watford Auction 

10% BP
863-697-8906

AU1843 AB1583    

We Buy Estates
Antiques, Collectibles, 

Household, Tools, 
Jewelry and etc.

Call 863-697-8906    

 Miscellaneous
 Notices 

Announcing the 
Retirement of

Kenneth F. Haas, 
M.D., F.A.C.G. 

He would like to 
thank all the 
patients who 

entrusted him with 
their care over the 

past 20 years. 
Copies of Medical 

Records may 
be requested 

by visiting 305 
NE Park Street, 
Okeechobee, FL 

34972 or call 
863-484-8154. 

 Employment -
 Full Time 

BUFORD BAIT 
IS LOOKING FOR 

MOTIVATED 
INDIVIDUAL TO 
DELIVER BAIT & 

TACKLE IN SOUTH 
CENTRAL FL. 

MUST HAVE CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD 

CONTACT HERBERT 
615-210-2555

CDL DRIVERS
CALL TODAY

CLASS A Must have 
DOT medical, drug 
free, clean driving 
history & tanker 
endorsement. 

Call M-S(863)467-9800

Carpenter’s and 
laborers needed. 
Competitive pay.
Contact Jim @ 
863-287-9687.

Medical Assistant/
LPN Should be willing 
to work in all areas of 
the office Competitive 
Salary. Fax Resume 

(863)467-1156
Mail: PO Box 1268

Okeechobee, FL 34973

 Employment -
 Full Time 
Okeechobee Christian 

Academy is seeking a 
highly motivated, 

professional certified 
teacher who promotes 
rigor, excellence, and 
Christian values in the 
area of high school 

math for the 2018-2019 
school year. A willing-

ness to enhance the ex-
isting team atmosphere 
while maintaining an 
attitude of ambition is 
a must. Applications 

may be acquired in the 
Okeechobee Christian 

Academy office, located 
at 701 S. Parrott Ave. 
Okeechobee, FL. Call 

the office with questions 
(863) 763-3072.

 Business
 Opportunities 

NOTICE

Independent Newspa-
pers will never accept
any advertisement 
that is illegal or consid-
ered fraudulent. In all
cases of questionable
value, such as prom-
ises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it
sounds too good to 
be true, chances are 
that it is. If you have 
questions or doubts
about any ad on these
pages, we advise that 
before responding or
sending money ahead
of time, you check 
with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau at 772-
878-2010 for previous
complaints.

Some 800 and 900
telephone numbers
may require an extra
charge, as well as long
distance toll costs. 
We will do our best 
to alert our reader of
these charges in the 
ads, but occasionally
we may not be aware
of the charges. There-
fore, if you call a num-
ber out of your area,
use caution.

 Air Conditioners 

USED A/C UNITS 
FOR SALE

Good Condition, many 
sizes and types 

available. 
467-1545

Quality A/C & Heating   

 Farm Feed/
 Products 
 HERMATHIA HAY FOR 

SALE, STORED UNDER 
BARN, ROUND BALES 
$40.00 CALL 863-634-
6386   

 TIRED OF STAYING 
IN A MOTEL, 
WORKING IN 

OUR AREA- FULLY 
FIRNISHED 1 

and 2 BEDROOM  
PROPERTIES. 
WEEKLY OR 

MONTHLY RATES 
AVAILABLE (863) 

467-4371  

 Apartments
N.W. OKEE 2 BR, 1 BA, 

$675 + $50 rent per 
month. $2025 to move 
in. 561-346-1642  

 Commercial
 Property 
TREASURE ISLAND 

2100SQ. FT. METAL 
BUILDING 2 ROLL 
UP DOORS BEHIND 
LAKESIDE CARWASH. 
$1,000/MO. YEARLY 
LEASE, FIRST-LAST+ 
SEC. CALL TAB 863-
610-1027  

 Fictitious Name

NOTICE
UNDER FICTITIOUS 

NAME LAW
Notice is hereby given that 
the undersigned pursuant to 
the “Fictitious Name Statue” 
will register with Florida De-
partment of State, Division 

name, to wit;
Tangled Tresses

Under which we expect to 
engage in business at:

118 SW 4th Ave.
Okeechobee, Fl. 34974

In the City of Okeechobee/
County Okeechobee, Florida.
That the parties interested in 
said business enterprise are:
Carolyn’s Coiffures, LLC

Dated at Okeechobee, 
Okeechobee County, Florida 
this 22nd day of May 2018
By: Florence Slate

264574      ON 5/25/2018

READING A
NEWSPAPER
HELPS YOU
UNDERSTAND
THE WORLD
AROUND YOU.
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 Public Notice  Public Notice 

NOTICE OF ZONING CHANGE
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTING

A CITY ORDINANCE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, 
will conduct a Public Hearing on Tues, June 5, 2018, at 6 PM, or as soon 
thereafter possible, at City Hall, 55 SE 3rd Ave, Okeechobee, FL, to consider 
final reading for adoption of the following Ordinance into law: No. 1168: AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA; AMENDING 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE BY 
REZONING A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND MORE PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED HEREIN, FROM RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY-ONE TO 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICT (PETITION NO. 18-001-
R); AMENDING THE ZONING MAP ACCORDINGLY; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDED FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

The Ordinance is regarding Rezoning Petition No. 18-001-R, submitted by the 
property owner, Mr. William H. Mason, located at 511 Northeast 9th Street, and 
is approximately 1.06 unplatted acres. The proposed use is a medical com-
plex. LEGAL: A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN A PORTION OF SECTION 
15, TOWNSHIP 37 SOUTH, RANGE 35 EAST, OKEECHOBEE COUN-
TY, FLORIDA, AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF BLOCK 1, 
OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5, PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA; THENCE NORTH 00ø09’56” WEST ALONG 
THE EAST BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID BLOCK 1, A DISTANCE OF 
315.00 FEET TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID BLOCK 1; 
THENCE CONTINUE NORTH 00ø09’56” WEST ON THE NORTHERLY 
EXTENSION OF THE EAST BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID BLOCK 1, A 
DISTANCE OF 77.2 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO THE INTERSECTION 
WITH THE NORTH BOUNDARY LINE OF AFORESAID SECTION 15; 
THENCE NORTH 89ø24’56” EAST ALONG SAID NORTH LINE, A DIS-
TANCE OF 117.35 FEET TO THE APPARENT WESTERLY SHORE LINE 
OF TAYLOR CREEK; THENCE MEANDER SOUTHERLY ALONG SAID 
WESTERLY SHORE LINE OF TAYLOR CREEK TO THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF THAT CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND AS DESCRIBED IN 
OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK (ORB) 684, PAGE 1965, RECORDED 
IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; 
THENCE SOUTH 89ø46’24” WEST ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID 
ORB 684, PAGE 1965, A DISTANCE OF 45.12 FEET TO THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF SAID ORB 684, PAGE 1965; THENCE SOUTH 
22ø50’21” EAST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID ORB 684, PAGE 
1965, A DISTANCE OF 75.83 FEET TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF SAID ORB 684, PAGE 1965, THENCE SOUTH 89ø46’24” WEST 
ALONG THE EASTERLY EXTENSION OF THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE OF NORTHEAST 13TH STREET, A DISTANCE OF 108.33 
FEET TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF BLOCK 16, OKEECHOBEE, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 
5, PAGE 5, PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; 
THENCE NORTH 22ø50’21” WEST, A DISTANCE OF 75.83 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

All members of the public are encouraged to attend and participate in 
said Hearing. The proposed ordinance may be inspected in its entirety 
by members of the public at the Office of the City Clerk during normal 
business hours, Mon-Fri, 8:00 AM-4:30 PM, except for holidays.

ANY PERSON DECIDING TO APPEAL any decision made by the 
City Council with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will 
need to ensure a verbatim record of the proceeding is made and the 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal will 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
any person with a disability as defined by the ADA, that needs special ac-
commodation to participate in this proceeding, contact the City Clerk’s Of-
fice no later than two business days prior to proceeding, 863-763-3372. 

BE ADVISED that should you intend to show any document, picture, 
video or items to the Council in support or opposition to any item on 
the agenda, a copy of the document, picture, video, or item MUST be 
provided to the City Clerk for the City’s records.

By: City Clerk Lane Gamiotea, CMC
264525 ON 5/25/2018

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD769

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that  BE A MAN BUY LAND LLC  the holder 
of the following certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the 
property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 2221   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2011

Description of Property: ROAD IN TRIANGLE PARK COMMENCING 
AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 63 OF WHISPERING PINES 
SUBDIVISION ACCORDING TO THE PLAT OF SAID SUBDIVISION 
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3 PAGE 25 PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY FLORIDA THENCE RUN SOUTH FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 60.00 FEET THENCE RUN SOUTH 89 DEG 59 MIN 00 SEC 
WEST ALONG AN EXTENSION OF THE SOUTH BOUNDARY LINE OF 
PINE STREET FOR A DISTANCE OF 215.00 FEET FOR POINT OF BE-
GINNING THENCE CONTINUE SOUTH 89 DEG 59 MIN 00 SEC WEST 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 15.00 FEET THENCE RUN SOUTH A DISTANCE 
OF 250.00 FEET THENCE RUN NORTH 89 DEG 59 MIN  00 SEC EAST 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 15.00 FEET THENCE RUN NORTH FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 250.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING

1-04-37-35-0010-00000-0620
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
DONALD D PEMBERTON

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261874 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

NOTICE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY ABANDONMENT
CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTING

A CITY ORDINANCE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee, 
will conduct a Public Hearing on Tues, June 5, 2018, at 6 PM, or as soon 
thereafter possible, at City Hall, 55 SE 3rd Ave, Okeechobee, FL, to consider 
final reading for adoption of the following Ordinance into law: No. 1166: AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA, VACATING 
AND ABANDONING THE ALLEY OR ALLEYWAY AS DESCRIBED 
HEREIN, WITHIN BLOCK 2, CITY OF OKEECHOBEE SUBDIVISION, 
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND DIRECTING THE CITY 
CLERK TO RECORD THE ORDINANCE IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Right-of-Way Abandonment Petition No. 18-001-AC, submitted by the proper-
ty owner Ms. Joy Kidwell (Registered Agent), JMK of Okeechobee, Inc., requests 
to vacate the North to South 15-foot wide alleyway between Lots 10-17 of Block 
2; CITY OF OKEECHOBEE, Plat Book 5, Page 5, Public Records, Okeechobee 
County, containing approximately 0.11 acres.

All members of the public are encouraged to attend and participate in said 
Hearing. The proposed ordinance may be inspected in its entirety by members 
of the public at the Office of the City Clerk during normal business hours, Mon-
Fri, 8:00 AM-4:30 PM, except for holidays.

ANY PERSON DECIDING TO APPEAL any decision made by the City 
Council with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need to en-
sure a verbatim record of the proceeding is made and the record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal will be based. In accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any person with a disability as 
defined by the ADA, that needs special accommodation to participate in this 
proceeding, contact the City Clerk’s Office no later than two business days prior 
to proceeding, 863-763-3372. 

BE ADVISED that should you intend to show any document, picture, video 
or items to the Council in support or opposition to any item on the agenda, a 
copy of the document, picture, video, or item MUST be provided to the City 
Clerk for the City’s records.

By: City Clerk Lane Gamiotea, CMC
264519 ON 5/25/2018

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD783

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that BLACK CUB SB MUNI CUST the hold-
er of the following certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the 
property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 1779   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2016

Description of Property: S 1/2 OF SE 1/4 OF NE 1/4 S 1/2 OF SW 1/4 
OF NE 1/4 ALL THAT PART OF S 1/4 OF NW 1/4 LYING N & E OF RD 
15 66.66 ACRES 06 33S 35E

1-06-33-35-0A00-00028-0000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
CHARLES C POWELL TRUSTEE
CHARLES POWELL JOINT ASSET TRUST
JEFFREY W BROWN TRUSTEE
VALERIE POWELL BROWN TRUSTEE

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261591 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD772

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that WILLIAM B BREWER the holder of the 
following certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued thereon. 
The certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and 
the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No:  336   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2011

Description of Property: LOT J OF TRACT 21 WEST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 
OF THE NORTH 1/2 OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF TRACT 21 SECTION 13 
AS TO THE SOUTHERN COLONIZATION COMPANY PLAT OF TOWN-
SHIP 34 SOUTH RANGE 33 EAST ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 4 PAGES 3-3E INCLUSIVE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY FLORIDA

1-13-34-33-0A00-00021-J000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
MISTY LYNN MCLENDON

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261585 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD773

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that WILLIAM B BREWER the holder of the 
following certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued thereon. 
The certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and 
the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No:  335   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2011

Description of Property: LOT I OF TRACT 21 EAST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 
OF THE NORTH 1/2 OF THE SOUTH 1/2 OF TRACT 21 SECTION 13 
AS TO THE SOUTHERN COLONIZATION COMPANY PLAT OF TOWN-
SHIP 34 SOUTH RANGE 33 EAST ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 4 PAGES 3-3E INCLUSIVE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY FLORIDA

1-13-34-33-0A00-00021-I000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
MISTY LYNN MCLENDON

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261572 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD777

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that EB 1EMIFL LLC  the holder of the follow-
ing certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the 
names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 2118   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2012

Description of Property: 1/4 OF 1/3 % MINERAL INTEREST E 1/2 OF 
NE 1/4 SW 1/4 OF NE 1/4 E 1/2 OF SE 1/4 SW 1/4 OF SE 1/4 E 
1/2 OF SW 1/4 NW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 SW 1/4 OF NW 1/4 14 34S 
35E 480 ACRES

1-14-34-35-0A00-00002-C000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
PAUL MCBRIDE

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261850 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD776

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that EB 1EMIFL LLC  the holder of the follow-
ing certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the 
names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 2117   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2012

Description of Property:  1/4 OF 1/3 % MINERAL INTEREST E 1/2 OF 
NE 1/4 SW 1/4 OF NE 1/4 E 1/2 OF SE 1/4 SW 1/4 OF SE 1/4 E 1/2 
OF SW 1/4 NW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 OF NW 1/4 14 34S 35E 480 ACRES

1-14-34-35-0A00-00002-A000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
MURPHY MINERALS CORPORATION

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261849 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD770

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that SAMMY AND ANN HANCOCK the 
holder of the following certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the description of 
the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 2112   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2013

Description of Property:  WHISPERING PINES HEIGHTS E 1/2 OF LOT 
34 

1-04-37-35-0020-00000-034A
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
GEARY ADAMS
SUSAN ADAMS

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261646 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

LEGAL NOTICE
A public auction of stored personal property from Okeechobee Store-N-

Lock to be conducted at the following locations in Okeechobee, FL: WEST 
– 2701 Hwy 70 West; NORTH – 3050 SW 3rd Terrace. The auction will 
be held to pay unpaid storage fees (pursuant to the Florida statutes, Section 
83.806). Public Auction to be held on June 2, 2018 beginning at 9:00AM at 
the WEST location and we will then proceed to the NORTH location. All pay-
ments must be made in full, CASH ONLY, by the date/time of auction.
WEST
SHAKIRA MAYS, Unit # 1-9
JACQUELINE SUMMERS, Unit #’s 9-11 & 7-50
NATASHA THOMPSON, Unit # 7-51
STEPHANIE PERKINS, Unit # 8-22
TONEKA ROBERTS, Unit # 6-25
MANUEL FRANCO-GUZMAN, Unit # 8-39
NORTH
KORVETTE BILLIE, Unit # N0166

263090 ON 5/18,25/2018

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD780

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that EB 1EMIFL LLC  the holder of the follow-
ing certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the 
names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 2129   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2012

Description of Property: 1/4 OF 1/3  % MINERAL INTEREST N1/2 24 
34S 35E 275.13 ACRES 

1-24-34-35-0A00-00002-C000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
PAUL MCBRIDE

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261864 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD782

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that IDE TECHNOLOGIES INC the holder 
of the following certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the 
property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 1861   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2016

Description of Property: COMMENCING AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF THE SE1/4 OF SW1/4 OF SECTION 12 TOWNSHIP 34 SOUTH 
RANGE 35 EAST RUN THENCE SOUTH 01 DEG 32 MIN 38 SEC WEST 
ALONG THE WEST BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID SE1/4 OF SW1/4 FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 644.64 FEET FOR POINT OF BEGINNING THENCE 
CONTINUE SOUTH 01 DEG 32 MIN 38 SEC WEST FOR A DISTANCE 
OF 517.58 FEET TO A POINT ON THE NORTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
OF THE NE 301 BLVD (QUAY ROAD) THENCE RUN NORTH 70 DEG 
01 MIN 30 SEC EAST ALONG SAID RIGHT OF WAY LINE FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 194.70 FEET THENCE RUN NORTH 01 DEG 32 MIN 38 
SEC EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 451.18 FEET THENCE RUN SOUTH 
89 DEG 51 MIN 22 SEC WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 181.00 FEET 
TO POINT OF BEGINNING. LYING IN AND COMPRISING A PART 
OF THE SE1/4 OF SW1/4 OF SECTION 12 TOWNSHIP 34 SOUTH 
RANGE 35 EAST OKEECHOBEE COUNTY FLORIDA

1-12-34-35-0A00-00003-A000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
LEVI L WEAVER JR
MARK S WEAVER

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261644 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

 Dissolution of
 Marriage/Divorc 

 Dissolution of
 Marriage/Divorc 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT, IN AND FOR  OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 2016DR308
Division: Domestic Relations

Kathrine Vinson,
     Petitioner,
and
Christopher Zeh,
     Respondent,

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR
FAMILY CASES WITH MINOR CHILDREN

TO:                         Christopher Zeh
Last Know Address: 503 NW 11th Ave., Okeechobee, FL

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for Domestic Relations has been filed 
against you and that you are required to serve a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on Kathrine Vinson, whose address is 7814 NW 93rd Ct., 
Okeechobee, FL, on or before May 30th, 2018, and file the original with the clerk 
of this Court at 312 NW 3rd St., Okeechobee, FL, before service on Petitioner 
or immediately thereafter. If you fail to do so, a default may be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the petition.
{If applicable, insert the legal description of real property, a specific description 

of personal property, and the name of the county in Florida where the property 
is located}  
Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are 

available at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review 
these documents upon request.
You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of your 

current address. (You may file Designation of Current Mailing and 
E-Mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.915.) Future papers in this lawsuit will be mailed or e-mailed to 
the addresses on record  at  the clerk’s office.
WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, 

requires certain automatic disclosure of documents and informa-
tion. Failure to comply can result in sanctions, including dismissal or  
striking of pleadings.
Dated:  May 4th, 2018.
                                  CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
                                                           By:  Deputy Clerk
260446 ON 5/4,11,18,25/2018

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD778

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that EB 1EMIFL LLC  the holder of the follow-
ing certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the 
names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 2127   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2012

Description of Property: 1/6  % MINERAL INTEREST N1/2 OF NE 1/4 
SE 1/4 OF NE 1/4 NW 1/4 23 34S 35E 280 ACRES 

1-23-34-35-0A00-00002-A000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
MURPHY MINERALS CORPORATION

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261856 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD775

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that EB 1EMIFL LLC  the holder of the follow-
ing certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the 
names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 2116   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2012

Description of Property: 1/4 OF 1/3  % MINERAL INTEREST W1/2 OF 
SW1/4 N1/2 13 34S 35E 425.43 ACRES 

1-13-34-35-0A00-00002-0000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
MURPHY MINERALS CORPORATION

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261648 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD774

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that EB 1EMIFL LLC  the holder of the follow-
ing certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the 
names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 2115   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2012

Description of Property:  1/4 OF 1/3  % MINERAL INTEREST W1/2 OF 
SW1/4 N1/2 13 34S 35E 425.43 ACRES 

1-13-34-35-0A00-00002-B000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
PAUL MCBRIDE

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261647 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD771

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that SAMMY AND ANN HANCOCK the 
holder of the following certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the description of 
the property, and the names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 1732   Year of Issuance:  May-31-2014

Description of Property: DIXIE RANCH ESTATES LOTS 3 4 & 24 BLOCK 2 

1-23-36-34-0010-00020-0030
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
BRENDA OWENS AKA BRENDA A OWENS AKA 
BRENDA ANN OWENS AKA ANN OWENS AKA ANNE OWENS

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261586 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD781

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that EB 1EMIFL LLC  the holder of the follow-
ing certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the 
names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 2130   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2012

Description of Property: 1/6  % MINERAL INTEREST N1/2 24 34S 35E 
275.13 ACRES 

1-24-34-35-0A00-00002-0000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
MURPHY MINERALS CORPORATION

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261868 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

 Public Notice  Public Notice  Public Notice  Public Notice 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

2018TD779

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that EB 1EMIFL LLC  the holder of the follow-
ing certificate has filed said certificates for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the 
names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate No: 2128   Year of Issuance:  June-01-2012

Description of Property: 1/4 OF 1/3  % MINERAL INTEREST N1/2 OF 
NE 1/4 SE 1/4 OF NE 1/4 NW 1/4 23 34S 35E 280 ACRES 

1-23-34-35-0A00-00002-C000
Said property being in the County of Okeechobee, State of Florida

Name in which assessed:
PAUL MCBRIDE

Unless said certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder at the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, Jury Assembly Room, 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, 
Florida 10:00 A.M., on the 26th day of July, 2018.
SUBJECT TO CURRENT TAXES

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER
Okeechobee County, Florida
/s/ Frances Conner
Deputy Clerk  

NOTICE REGARDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990; In 
accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Court Admin-
istration no later that seven days prior to the proceeding at 250 NW Country 
Club Drive, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34986, 1.772.807.4370 within two working 
days of your receipt of this notice.  IF YOU ARE HEARING IMPAIRED CALL 
1.800.955.8771; IF YOU ARE VOICE IMPAIRED CALL 1.800.955.8770. 
261862 ON  5/25;6/1,8,15/2018

ACROSS
1 Campaign

display
7 Tuber made into

poi
11 Actor Beatty
14 Give in
15 Out for the night
16 Australian bird
17 *Oft-minced bulb
19 Came in first
20 Woman in a

Beethoven piano
title

21 Oscar night rides
22 Classic sports

cars
23 Absorbed
24 *Laura

Hillenbrand best-
seller about a
racehorse

26 Honest prez
28 Math comparison
29 Sally Ride, e.g.
35 Diarist Frank
37 Island wreath
38 Recipe direction

... and a literal
hint to what you
can do to the
starts of the
answers to
starred clues

41 “Dig in!”
42 Celebrity
44 Statues, often
46 “Now you __ ... “
49 Fist-up call
50 *Dry-climate

landscape option
54 Palms-down call
58 Photo lab abbr.
59 Dubai bigwig
60 “MASH” setting
61 __ juice: milk
62 *Olympic sport

with a hollow ball
64 Company abbr.
65 Sheep’s cry
66 Candy heart

message
67 Shatner’s

“__War”
68 Backwoods

possessive
69 Rains ice pellets

DOWN
1 Cell alternative
2 Florida horse-

breeding city
3 Doc’s order to a

pharmacist

4 Early
communications
satellite

5 Falco of “The
Sopranos”

6 TiVo button
7 Actress Shire
8 Manhattan

Project creation
9 “Au __”: “Bye,

Pierre”
10 Texas or Ukraine

city
11 World’s second

largest island
12 Showing strong

feelings
13 Kirsten of

“Spider-Man”
18 The Browns, on

sports tickers
24 Pop in the mail
25 Windy City

commuter org.
27 __ constrictor
29 Landon who ran

against FDR
30 Opening set of

TV series
episodes

31 Hourly worker’s
device

32 Fleet VIP
33 Put into operation
34 Scottish cap

36 Sci-fi staples
39 Diving lake bird
40 Capote

nickname
43 It’s a scream
45 Picking-up-the-

tab words
47 Song words

before “with a
little help from my
friends”

48 Husk-wrapped
Mexican food

50 Pay

51 Concrete-
reinforcing rod

52 Shoulder
muscles, briefly

53 Before, before
55 Golfer with an

“army”
56 Deceptive move
57 Makes more

bearable
60 Capsize, with

“over”
63 Superstation

initials

By Kurt Krauss
©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 02/09/16
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com
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Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069
David Hazellief, 863-610-1553

Se Habla Español

1200 S. Parrott Ave. • Office: 863-763-2104 
Visit our website to view more listings | www.Century21okeechobee.com  | admin@c21okee.com

1016-H: IN THE CITY Freshly painted 2BD/1BA 
Frame Construction home. 1,148 Total Sq Ft/760 

under air. Great location close to everything!
MLS # 212339 $75,000

2002-H: Taylor Creek 5BD/3BA on a beautiful lake 
access lot, balcony overlooks the water. 3,226 Total Sq Ft/2,358 

Screened back porch with fenced back yard, seawall and boat 
dock. $265,000 MLS # 212118

L-1790: Kissimmee River Estates - Rental 
Income Property - Two turn-key furnished homes 
plus 1000 sf work shop. The fi rst home, a CBS 3/1, 
has been remodeled. The second home, 3/2 MH, 
has two living areas, separate dining room and 
an en-suite master bath. Both have alarm systems. 
$160,000 Call Dallon 863-697-213

 863-763-5335 
425 SW Park Street 

BERGER REAL ESTATE www.cbbergerrealestate.com
Philip Y. Berger • Lic. RE Broker

PRISTINE 3/2/2 CBS HOME Concrete walkway. French 
doors lead to a screened in patio porch w/access from 
master bdrm. Pass through window from inside home 
to patio. The kitchen is beautifully lit with recessed light-
ing. There is a large walk-in pantry, and laundry room. 
Master bath has 2 vanities, soaking tub, stand up show-
er, private toilet rm, and his and hers closets. MLS# 
211932 $242,500 Call Kari Berger at 863-227-0339

            

Lori Mixon 
Lic. Real Estate Broker 

(863)634-1457
LMixon@MixonGroup.com

   ~Our Priorities are simple..They’re Yours!

SEMINOLE COVE RIGHT UP TOWN!

~ Delightfully charming and beautifully maintained DWMH. 
2 Bd/ 2 Ba/ 41 ft long Carport.10x14 Florida Room. Country 
kitchen w/ sparkling white cabinets. Large foyer and wide 
hallway. Both spacious baths. Newer metal roof and 2013 A/C. 
Irrigation with well. Concrete slab under home. 11x13 workshop. 

1258 Sf under air – 2255 TLA. Turnkey with 
furniture. PERFECT! MLS#212562
$110,000 Call Lori (863) 634-1457

~Three blocks from launching your boat! Great Winter Home. 
Well maintained 2 bd/ 1 ba/ 14x40 carport. MH has 12x25 same 
level addition.1140 Sf under air - 2148 TLA. Fully furnished. 
14x20 workshop, storage shed. NEW 12x14 screened room. 
This property has plenty of concrete parking plus RV parking. 
THIS ONE’S A KEEPER!  MLS#212372

$78,000  Call Lori (863) 634-1457

Vicki Anderson, Lic. RE Broker
863.634.4106

Waterfront Lots with Lake Okeechobee Access. $85,000 each

BLUE HERON COUNTRY CLUB 

MLS# 209428 MLS# 209429

Julia Parker
863.801.3489 | Office: 863.763.6000

NE SECTION~ 4bed/2bath 1973 manufactured home on 1 acre, fully fenced. 2,830 sq feet under roof, Wood 
burning fire place. Spacious laundry/utility w/ new dryer in 2018. Encl Fl room runs length of home, screened 
patio, attached 2 car carport, above ground pool installed 2016, new pump in 2017. Septic pumped in 2018, 
New well pump in 2015, metal roof in 2008. Detached 512 sq ft work shop w/ carport overhang. Offered at 
$99,000 Call Julia Parker at 863-801-3489

Home on 1 Acre

Real Estate Directory

Are you a local realtor looking to maximize
your reach to potential clients?

Feature your best properties in this weekly real estate directory.
Contact 863.763.3134 to discuss advertising today!

Advertise 
Here!

863.763.3134
okeeadsales@newszap.com

Advertise 
Here!

863.763.3134
okeeadsales@newszap.com
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We’re with you...from your fi rst home 
to your dream home

4251 Hwy 441 S. 
Okeechobee, FL 34974
Offi  ce: (863) 763-5253 

LakeOre.com

ANCIENT OAKS 55+ COMMUNITY. Active Lifestyle. 
2 B 1 B Park Model (2005) on the canal side. What a 
VIEW! Comes nicely furnished. Washer & Dryer 
and small freezer. Metal Hurricane shutters. Storage 
everywhere! Outside shed. Owner says sell! $79,000 
Call Jody 863-634-1285

SEMINOLE COVE- 55+ COMMUNITY. 3 BED 2 Bath- 
Master bath is custom built! Tile fl oors/Laminate. 
Brand new roof and newer AC/Hot Water Heater. 
Screened Fl rm with glass sliding windows. Living 
Room- & separate den. 3rd bedroom is a craft /media 
room but can be made back into bedroom. All this 
comes furnished! Quaint neighborhood. Enjoy the 
Good life! $132,500 Call Jody 863-634-1285

Location, Location, 
Location

Is it time to sell 
your home? Let the 
community know! It 
might be the perfect 

location for one of our 
readers.

Advertise your 
home here!

863.763.3134
okeeadsales@newszap.com
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