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By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

New Assistant Superintendent of Instruc-
tional Services Renee Geeting predicted major 
changes for teachers and students as she gave 
a presentation on common core standards 
that will be adopted in schools in 2014-15 at 
the July 9 meeting of the Okeechobee County 
School Board. 

Ms. Geeting explained in 1988, 95 percent 
of available jobs required low-level skills. To-
day, low-skills jobs account for only 10 percent 
of the economy. Statistics show about 20 per-
cent of Okeechobee students who attend col-

lege never fi nish and never earn a degree.
Ms. Geeting explained this is a big shift in 

our schools. Education Commissioner Tony 
Bennett said this will transform the way stu-
dents learn, teachers teach and how we assess 
these two activities.

Students will be engaged in higher order 
thinking, rigorous assessments and have high-
er goals and standards. Local control remains 
with curriculums and instruction decisions. 
The standards are for mathematics, English 
and language arts and literacy. 

Another goal is to give parents and students 
a clear understanding of what the student is ex-
pected to learn so teachers and parents know 

what they need to do to help them.
The common core standards have been

phased in to curriculums over the past four
years. Last year full implementation was placed
in kindergarten through second grade. 

Each grade level will require a step of
growth to reach the complexity of college and
career texts without remediation.

Intended outcomes include improvement
in communication, collaboration, critical think-
ing, problem solving, to challenge all learners,
differentiation, encourage active engagement,
and high interest levels among students.

Schools face major course work changes

See SCHOOL — Page 5



Special to the Okeechobee News

On July 11, Governor Rick Scott led Flor-
ida’s fi rst-ever rural economic development 
“boot camp” in Okeechobee. The fi rst-time 
workshop was held to build on existing 
economic development efforts of rural com-
munities around the state. Secretary of Com-
merce and President & CEO of Enterprise 
Florida Gray Swoope, and Jesse Panuccio, 
Director of the Department of Economic 
Opportunity (DEO), also presented at the 
event.

Governor Scott said, “Florida’s rural areas 
are one of the reasons why we live in the 
greatest state in the nation. In a little over two 
years, Florida has created more than 330,000 
private-sector jobs and our unemployment 
rate continues to drop. Many of Florida’s ru-
ral counties have seen their unemployment 
rate drop as much as 4.5 percentage points 
in the last 30 months. The steps we are tak-
ing to create jobs are working all across the 
Sunshine State.”

A 2012 study commissioned by the state 
examined the economic development ef-
forts in four designated rural regions of Flor-
ida. The boot camp speaks to some of the 
outcomes of that study, as well as offers ses-
sions designed to capitalize on the resources 

unique to rural areas.
Workshops offered at the boot camp, 

held at Indian River State College, were de-
signed to address the opportunities outlined 
in the study. Topics included:

• State & Federal Programs that Support 
Rural Economic Development;

• Identifying and Promoting your Com-
munity’s Unique Assets;

• Compelling Communications – Telling 
Your Authentic Story;

• Workforce – Presenting Your Commu-
nity’s most Valuable Asset as a Benefi t to 
Employers;

• Leadership Tools for Maximum Effec-
tiveness in Economic Development;

• Highly Effective Site Visits - How to 
build a team; and,

• Rural Tourism – Communicating What 
Makes Your Community a Great Place to 
Visit!

“Florida’s rural regions offer unique and 
attractive assets that many businesses look 
for when considering moving or expanding 
in a state,” said Secretary of Commerce and 
President & CEO of Enterprise Florida Gray 
Swoope. “These regions highlight the state’s 
advantages in specialized workforces, and 
logistics and infrastructure support, includ-

ing Florida’s vast multi-modal transportation 
network. Our rural regions can be incredibly 
competitive thanks to these assets.”

Funded by the legislature and adminis-
tered through Enterprise Florida, the Florida 
Rural Economic Development Study was 
developed with the involvement of nearly 
500 participants that included targeted inter-
views with numerous individuals directly in-
volved with rural development in Florida; in-
put sessions conducted in each of the three 
designated rural regions; and online surveys 
targeted to business/industry, economic 
development professionals and elected of-
fi cials in the regions.

“This boot camp provides an outstanding 
opportunity to explore strategies for enhanc-
ing collaboration with rural partners to sup-
port job creation and retention,” Workforce 
Florida President/CEO Chris Hart IV. “Work-
force Florida and our regional workforce 
partners are committed to doing all we can 
to ensure Florida’s rural regions can develop 
and maintain a competitive workforce to 
drive economic growth and sustainability in 
their communities.”
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BURGESS PAINT SUPPLY
863-763-3824

113 SW 5th Ave • Okeechobee
Serving you since 1945

• Roller sets . . . . . $1.95
• Brushes . . . . . . . . .95¢
• Caulking . . . . . . . .99¢
• Spray paint . . . . $1.60 Prices subject to change

• Lanco roof coating
  . . . . . . . . . $59.90 per 5 gal.
• Flat white paint
  . . . . . . . . . . . $7.95 per gal.
• Pool paint  . . . $45 per gal.

Out of Trouble Bail Bonds

7370 SW 13th St • Okeechobee

Seven years and 
still in business

Gregory S. James,
Agent

863.763.8955 ofc

863.801.1344 cell

We love you 
& miss you

Julie Francis
Please come back to us.

Mom and Pop

Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING
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Gov. Scott leads rural economic development ‘Boot Camp’

Today: Mostly cloudy with 
a chance of a thunderstorm 
and a chance of rain. High of 
88F. Winds from the south at 5 
to 10 mph. Chance of rain 50% 
with amounts near 0.3 in. 

Tonight: Partly cloudy with 
a chance of a thunderstorm and a chance of 
rain. Fog overnight. Low of 70F. Winds from 
the ENE at 5 to 10 mph.

Extended Forecast
Monday: Partly cloudy with a chance of 

a thunderstorm and rain. High of 84F. Winds 
from the NE at 10 to 15 mph. Chance of rain 
50% with rainfall amounts near 0.2 in. pos-
sible. 

Monday Night: Overcast with a chance 
of a thunderstorm and rain in the evening, 
then partly cloudy. Fog overnight. Low of 
70F. Winds from the East at 5 to 10 mph. 
Chance of rain 20%. 

Okeechobee Forecast

Special to the Okeechobee News

Breakfast with the Governor
Courtney Moyett, Workforce Solutions, and Teresa Chandler, Waste Management, en-
joyed breakfast at Roper’s with Governor Rick Scott during his visit to Okeechobee on 
July 11. The governor spoke at the Rural Economic Development Boot Camp held at 
IRSC.
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GottaGoArrigo.com

5851 S US #1. • FT. PIERCE
JUST SOUTH OF MIDWAY ROAD

1-855-883-4323
1

Ulrich Rd

Saeger Ave
Easy St

Sunshine Blvd

O
le

an
de

r A
ve

STORE HOURS:
Monday-Saturday
8:30 AM - 9:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM

SERVICE PARTS HOURS:
Monday-Friday
7:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Se Habla Espanol

*

Jim Arrigo
Owner & President

John Arrigo
Vice President &
General Manager

^Severity of credit rating may affect down payment and terms. Tax, Title Motor vehicle & fees are additional. See dealer for details. *Stk#PL10427A 2004 Hyundai Elantra. §Stk#132312A 09 Dodge Avenger Was $12,000 now $9000, Stk#313176
06 Dodge Grand Caravan Was $9,000 now $6,000, Stk#131866C 03 Dodge Durango Was $6000 Now $3000. Photos used for illustrative purposes. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All offers expire 7/14/13.

Ft. Pierce • West Palm • Sawgrass

SATURDAY • JULY 13TH
SHOWROOM & GATES OPEN AT 8:30AM

SALE STARTS AT 9AM!

SUNDAY • JULY 14TH
SHOWROOM & GATES OPEN AT 11:00AM
SALE STARTS AT 11:30AM!

ALL MAKES & MODELS INCLUDING
• Jeeps • Dodges • Fords • Cadillacs • Nissans • Lexus • Hyundais • Acuras • Audis • BMWs • Mercedes • Toyotas • Hondas • Volvos

CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $12,000 WILL SELL FOR $9,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $9,000 WILL SELL FOR $6,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $6,000 WILL SELL FOR $3,000

AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

§

§

§

SOME CARS WILL SELL FOR $999!AS 
LOW 
AS

PUSH,
PULL OR

TOW IT IN!
WE WANT YOUR TRADE IN!
UNCLAIMED VEHICLES BANK REPOSSESSIONS AUCTION VEHICLES LEASING VEHICLES CREDIT UNIONS RENTAL VEHICLES

100% GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL
If You Make $1,500/Month, Have A Valid Florida Driver’s License

& Can Prove Income & Residence... You Are Approved!^

Get Pre-Approved Online
@ GottaGoArrigo.com

$0DOWN
DELIVERS ANY VEHICLE!

WITH APPROVAL

*

AS LOW 
AS
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Fourth of July
• At the county commission meeting, 

they said there were about 7,500 people 
who turned out for the Fourth of July cel-
ebration at Okee-Tantie. They said they ran 
out of food and drinks to sell. Obviously, 
this is something the people want and will 
support. I hope that next year the Fraternal 
Order of Police invite other local organiza-
tions to participate and add to the event. All 
these ball teams and groups that are trying 
to raise money could have had booths there 
and taken advantage of that opportunity to 
sell something

• Love the idea of having raft races at 
the Fourth of July celebration. Or perhaps 
the mini regatta people could come and do 
demonstration races to promote the actual 
regatta, which is in October.

Murder charge due to 
drug overdose death

• For those of you who don’t like this deal, 
I Hope to God this never happens to YOU. 
We need to defend the ones who are buried. 
Sometimes our kids are buried in emotions 
and the only solution they think they have 
is drugs. And then you have pushers, who 
pretend to be their friends. And pushers are 
everywhere not just Okeechobee.

• I’m sorry this young man died, but it’s 
the choices we make in life and I thought 
this was America to make your own choice 
of what you choose to do. If I choose to 
make that choice of using drugs or drink-
ing, doing pills, then that’s my choice. I can’t 
blame anyone else.

Fisheating Creek
• My compliments to the judge who 

blocked the state plan to fi ll two miles of 
Fisheating Creek with sand. But what hap-
pens now? Will they step back and give the 
creek a chance to recover, or will they try 
some other crazy scheme?

• Fisheating Creek was a part of the 
happy times of my childhood, as was Lake 
Okeechobee. I have seen so much of my 
home state destroyed and made ugly by de-
velopers, and am so grateful that the creek 
is not going to be destroyed. Thank you so 
much. My home state has been so changed 
(negatively) by developments geared to fi -
nancial greed that I don’t go home anymore. 
Last time I visited my mother’s grave in Orto-
na Cemetery, I cried from Orlando to Clewis-
ton and all the way back again. Thank you 
so much for trying to preserve this creek.

Lake level
• With the lake nearing 15 feet, we are 

lucky that Tropical Storm Chantal fell apart. 
The water managers need to fi nd a way to 
hold more water north of the lake instead 
of letting it all fl ow into Lake Okeechobee 
so fast. Why don’t they put some reservoirs 
up around Orlando instead of sending all the 
water down the Kissimmee River as fast as 
possible? Wasn’t the restoration supposed 
to slow down the water moving down the 
Kissimmee River and spread it out over a 
wide fl ood plain? What happened with that? 
Guess they don’t want to run the risk of 
Mickey Mouse getting his feet wet.

Driving without a license
• Other counties have cracked down 

on those who are driving without a license. 
These drivers are a menace because they are 
also driving without insurance. If they get in 
a wreck who ends up paying? The people 
who are injured or the taxpayers. Okeecho-
bee County could easily do something about 
it. Set up more checkpoints for driver’s li-
cense, registration and insurance cards. Any-
one who does not have a license is ticketed 
and their car is towed. They have to get a 
license and insurance, or at least get insur-
ance on the car and show up with someone 
else who is a licensed driver, and pay a fi ne 
to get the car back. Driving is not a right. It 
is a privilege.

Mailboxes
• Several Otter Creek Residents’ mail-

boxes were vandalized Thursday night. It’s 
always been my understanding that messing 
with mailboxes is a federal offense. Parents 
need to keep their children from roaming 
the streets at midnight. 

The Scarlet “Tolah”
By Calvin H. Fryar, pastor
Brighton Baptist Church

Psalms 22:6—“But I am a worm, and no 
man; a reproach of men, and despised of 
the people.”

Isaiah 1:18—“Come now, and let us rea-
son together, saith the LORD: though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.

THE SCARLET WORM—in Psalm 22:6, 
David wrote “I am a worm and not a man”—
this he wrote concerning the crucifi xion of 
Christ. Why did David have Jesus to say pro-
phetically in Psalm 22:6, “I am a worm and 
not a man?”

It had to do with the dual meaning of the 
Hebrew word “tolah.” The word is translat-
ed two ways in the Bible: as either “scarlet” 
or “worm.” Why was the word “tolah” used 
for both “scarlet” and “worm”? In Bible 
days, when people needed scarlet cloth, 
they would grind worms into a pasty, blood-
red substance that would be used as a dye. 
Therefore, “Tolah” was used as the word for 
scarlet and worm. But there is more—the 
way the worm reproduces itself is a won-
derful picture of Jesus on the cross. The 
reproductive life of the worm begins when 
the tolah climbs onto a limb of a tree and 
fastens itself to it. Then the worm would lay 
the larva and cover the eggs with its body. 
Although the eggs would hatch, the worm 
still would not budge but remained fastened 
to the limb so the larva could feed on its 
body. And in the place where the tolah gave 
its life for its young, its blood would leave a 
scarlet mark on the tree. The bloody spot left 
on the limb of the tree would dry after three 
days, becoming a white, fl aky substance 
that would fall to the ground like snow.—
Jon Courson’s Application Commentary.

After discovering this remarkable truth, 
I must declare, “No wonder David had the 
Messiah say, ‘But I am a worm, and no man; 
a reproach of men, and despised of the 
people.’” Jesus knew what the world would 
do with Him. Like the worm, Jesus was 
fastened to a tree and there He died as the 
“Lamb of God” (Jn.1: 29, 36). Second, those 
who come to the cross for salvation are born 
again and their faith is continually fed by the 
one who died upon the cross for them. In 
fact, it is His body, the church, which gives 
them the spiritual food they need to grow in 
faith. Finally, the blood which stained that 
old cross will forever cover our scarlet sins, 
making them white as snow.

THE SACRED WORD—our world needs
to fi nd a renewed love for the truth. It was
Jesus who said, “Ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free” (Jn. 8:32).
And the only place to fi nd it is in the Word of
God. God tells us in His Word that He would
like to have a discussion with us: in the
words of Isaiah 1:18, He said, “Come now,
and let us reason together, saith the LORD:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.”

A critic told a renowned evangelist, “Your
preaching has put Christianity back one hun-
dred years.” The evangelist replied, “That’s
not back far enough. We must go back to
the cross of Christ and to the ‘faith which
was once delivered to the saints.’” And may
I say that is exactly where we need to go.
Nothing can save our soul but the shed
blood of Jesus “the Lamb of God.” Let us sit
down now and reason with God!

J. Vernon McGee told the following story:
“Aaron Burr was a grandson of the great
Jonathan Edwards who, upon an occasion,
conducted meetings at Princeton, where
Aaron Burr was a student. There was a great
spiritual movement in the school. One night
Jonathan Edwards preached on the sub-
ject, ‘The Mastery of Jesus.’ Aaron Burr was
deeply stirred, and he went to the room of
one of his professors to talk to him about
making a decision for Jesus. The professor
urged him not to make a decision under any
sort of an emotional appeal, but to wait un-
til after the meetings were over. Aaron Burr
postponed making a decision and went on
to murder a great American and to betray his
country. When he was an old man, a young
man came to him and said, ‘Mr. Burr, I want
you to meet a Friend of mine.’ Aaron Burr
said, ‘Who is he?’ The young man replied,
‘He is Jesus Christ, the Savior of my soul.’
A cold sweat broke out on the forehead
of Aaron Burr, and he replied, ‘Sixty years
ago I told God if He would let me alone, I
would let Him alone, and He has kept His
word!’”—McGee, J. Vernon: Thru the Bible
Commentary.

Be careful what you ask God to do for
you because God always keeps His word.
He has promised to save you if you will sim-
ply call upon His name. The Bible tells us
in Romans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Great is the mystery that God became a man
(1 Timothy 3:16). But greater still is the mys-
tery that the Man became a Lamb and the
Lamb became a worm to save you and me.
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Public Forum/Speak Out Refl ections from the pulpit
Speak Out has moved online, where 

it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!
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Yes, this newspaper is part of
a “chain.” But this “chain” is
unlike any other.

We are owned by a journalis-
tic trust. All after-tax profits
are invested in our mission of
community service through
good local journalism.

Staffing is local, and we seek
out people who care about
the community and want to
stay here.
How are we doing?

Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com or
call your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism
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Ms. Geeting said these focus on the art 
of teaching and engaging students. “It will 
slow down the pace of most classes. We 
want students to be able to approach math 
quantitatively and on their own. These are 
skills employers have asked of our gradu-
ates.”

Classroom teachers will be the most 
important group in turning common core 
state standards from mere words into high-
quality instruction. Teachers must be given 
ample time, the tools they need, and sup-
port to make these standards come alive in 
the classroom. Professional development 

will be emphasized for educators.
Superintendent of Schools Ken Kenwor-

thy said technology and computers are re-
quired of students today in the work place. 

School board member Joe Arnold said 
this will remove local control. The assess-
ment test, PARCC, will be devised by the fed-
eral government. He also said parental input 
will be lessened. For example in chemistry, 
no lab work is required. He said he fears vo-
cational training might be lost.

Mr. Kenworthy said teachers must teach 
from multiple sources and not rely only on 
textbooks. “The textbook should not be 
your curriculum,” he said.

He said graduation requirements in Flori-
da will still require three science courses in-
cluding two with lab requirements.

School board member Malissa Morgan 
said it is important that the district provide 
the tools teachers need to improve academ-
ic performance.

School board member India Riedel said 
she thinks fewer standards will help. She 
said students must be able to think on their 
feet using technology.

“Time will tell if this helps us. I will still 
push for vocational classes for students that 
lean that way,” she said.

Mr. Geeting said the schools can’t have 
career-ready students without the vocational 
programs. She said the district will have its 
work cut out for it as it transitions to the new 
standards but that she is glad to be a part of 
the process.

SCHOOL
Continued From Page 1

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An Okeechobee wom-
an has been arrested on 
several felony charges that 
stem from an alleged theft 
of a diamond tennis brace-
let in Glades County.

Kristie Nell Courson, 
34, N.W. 35th Ave., was 
arrested July 11 on local 
felony charges of dealing in stolen property, 
giving false information to a pawnbroker 
and possession of a controlled substance 
(percocet) without a valid prescription. She 
was booked into the Okeechobee County 
Jail under a bond of $17,500.

Courson was also arrested Thursday on 
a Glades County warrant charging her with 

grand theft. Her bond on that charge has 
been set at $10,000.

According to arrest reports, Courson’s 
charges in Glades County stem from the al-
leged theft of a 14 karat ladies tennis brace-
let with diamond chips and rubies. The 
bracelet has a total of 30 stones, stated an 
arrest report by Detective Mark Shireman, 
of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO).

That bracelet, continued the report, was 
stolen from a home in Glades County then 
pawned at a pawn shop in Okeechobee.

Detective Shireman’s report indicated 
Courson pawned the bracelet for $125.

The OCSO detective went on to state that 
he and Detective Sergeant Steve Harris, from 
the Glades County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (GCSO), 
met with Courson about the theft. Sgt. Har-
ris then arrested her on the Glades County 

warrant. After that, Detective Shireman ar-
rested her on the local charges.

Courson was also arrested by a detective 
with the Okeechobee Narcotics Task Force 
when she was found to be in possession of 
three percocet tablets, stated another arrest 
report. Courson, stated the task force detec-
tive, does not have a prescription for the 
painkiller.

Detective Shireman explained Courson 
was charged with giving false information to 
a pawnbroker because she signed a trans-
action form on which she stated that she 
owned the item being pawned, and that the 
item was not stolen.

Prior to Courson’s arrest, Sgt. Harris pho-
tographed the bracelet while at the pawn 
shop then had the owner identify it.

Woman arrested on local, Glades Co. charges

Kristie
Courson

By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A lawsuit fi led by a community action 
committee against a local metal recycler 
may soon be heard by an Okeechobee 
County jury.

The suit (#2012CA362) was fi led Aug. 
20, 2012, by the Community Action Com-
mittee of Douglas Park and Deans Court, 
Inc., against Capital Traders and Investment 
LLC—the company that owns OU Metal Re-
cycling.

An attorney with the Stuart-based fi rm 
of Littman, Sherlock and Heims said hom-
eowners are tired of the noise and dirt ema-
nating from the recycling company located 
at 220 N.E. 14th Ave.

“Primarily, it’s a nuisance,” said attorney 
Howard Heims. “It’s seven days a week—
crazy long hours, noisy and dirty.”

Besides the committee, the suit names 
Bertha Boswell, Saleda Allen and Raymond 
and Inez Collins as plaintiffs.

The complaint explains that the commit-
tee is a non-profi t entity established “... to 
preserve and protect the Douglas Park and 
Deans Court neighborhoods in Okeechobee 

County and the citizens who reside and do 
business in those communities.”

The suit is demanding a jury trial and is 
seeking damages in excess of $15,000.

OU recycling, states the complaint, be-
gan operation in January of 2012 and covers 
an entire block of property in Douglas Park. 
The metal recycling fi rm was recently the 
object of a peaceful demonstration staged 
last month.

“We’re concerned about the whole out-
fi t,” said demonstrator Ossie Fleming on 
June 13. “They just came in one night with-
out talking to the community and we feel 
they came here, from the start, without good 
intentions.”

Besides the noise and dust, Mrs. Flem-
ing said people living in the area around the 
facility are concerned about the danger pre-
sented by two mountainous piles of scrap 
metal and old cars. They fear winds from a 
hurricane or tornado would blow the metal 
around and “tear up the community.”

According to the lawsuit, OU accepts 
large amounts of scrap and waste metal that 
is then crushed and sold.

“The operation produces loud noise, 
dust, dirt and high-intensity light which spill 
over onto the individual plaintiffs’ properties 

every day and night, including weekends 
and holidays,” states the complaint.

It goes on to claim that the dust, dirt and 
light from the recycling operation is “... ob-
noxious and of suffi cient volume and inten-
sity to prevent a person of normal sensibili-
ties from sleeping, eating or enjoying his or 
her home.”

OU is headquartered in Orlando and has 
recycling facilities in Kissimmee and Tampa, 
as well as Okeechobee.

The lawsuit also claims that the Okeecho-
bee facility is violating Okeechobee County 
zoning ordinances which do not permit a re-
cycling facility or junk yard on the property.

However, a check with the Okeechobee 
County Planning and Zoning Department 
indicates that the property in question is 
zoned industrial, which is the type of zon-
ing required for this facility. The property 
has been zoned industrial for many years. 
A similar business was located on the same 
property prior to OU buying it.

According to court records, this case is 
scheduled to go to trial in front of Circuit 
Court Judge Elizabeth Metzger on Monday, 
Sept. 16, starting at 9 a.m.

Lawsuit claims recycler is dirty, noisy



Legion offers Sunday bingo
American Legion 64 will once again host 

Sunday night Bingo beginning on Sunday, 
July 14, at 6:30 p.m. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
in the bingo area. The kitchen will offer a 
limited menu. Payoffs will be determined by 
player attendance. All proceeds to benefi t 
the American Legion veterans’ programs. 
The event is open to the public. The Ameri-
can Legion now has free WIFI for its lounge 
and dinning room patrons.

Republican Party to meet
Congressman Tom Rooney will be the 

speaker on Monday, July 15, at the Repub-
lican Party of Okeechobee meeting at Beef 
O’Brady’s at 7 p.m. Congressman Rooney 
will speak and give time for questions, so 
come meet and ask your questions. There 
is no charge but Beef O’Brady’s would ap-
preciate it if you would order an appetizer or 
dinner while you are there. For information, 
call 863-532-9623.

Business breakfast planned
The Christian Business Breakfast meeting 

will be held Monday, July 15 at the Hamp-
ton Inn, at 8 a.m. If you want breakfast it’s 
only $5 and/or you can come enjoy the Bible 
study for free. Come share your business 
and/or ministry and/or Club or group and 
learn from Brandon Tucker who shares a 
Bible study each time. Anyone is welcome 
to come and enjoy the time together. For in-
formation, call 863-634-3525.

Backyard Bible Camp set
Backyard Bible Camp will be held at 

Okeechobee Church of God, at 301 N.E. 
Fourth Ave. (two blocks behind McDonald’s) 
beginning on Monday, July 15. The fun runs 
July 15-19. A free dinner will be served at 5 
p.m. and camp will run from 6 - 8:30 p.m. 
For information, contact the Church of God 
at 863-763-4127; or, Terri at 863-634-1336.

Chamber hosting luncheon
The Chamber of Commerce will host 

their summer Business Exchange Luncheon 
on Tuesday, July 16, at the IRSC Williamson 
Center beginning at 11:45 a.m. The featured 
speaker will be a representative from Florida 
Public Utilities. Additionally, the chamber 
will be introducing new Executive Director 
Antoinette Rodriguez. The business spot-
light will be New Members Cobble Systems. 
Please register by signing in to your personal 
member page via the Chamber website or 
for non-members please search “Business 
exchange Luncheon” on the calendar and 
proceed to register. For information, con-
tact Mariah at 863-467-6246; or, go to info@
okeechobeebusiness.com.

Businesswomen meet July 19
Come join women in business when 

the Okeechobee Business Women’s Refer-
ral Network meets Friday, July 19, at 11:30 
a.m. at Lodge at the Lake, 111 S. Parrott Ave. 
This network is committed to enhancing the 
overall success of women in business, pro-
moting networking and business referrals 
and offering a system for sharing informa-
tion and support. Whether a business own-
er, employee or even looking for work, you 
will be welcome. We do suggest you bring a 
token exchange gift and your business card 
as well as promotional information. For in-
formation, call 863-467-2557.

YMCA Art Auction scheduled
The second annual Okeechobee YMCA 

Children’s Art Auction will be held Thursday, 
July 25, at 6 p.m. at the Okeechobee Y, 901 
S.W. Sixth St. (Sacred Heart Church, back 
pavilion).

Republican women to meet
The Okeechobee County Federated 

Republican Women’s Club is proud to an-
nounce guest speaker State Committeeman 
and School Board member, Joe Arnold, 
whom will be giving a presentation, as well 
as answering questions about the new state 
adopted “Common Core” standards. This af-
fects every child currently in school, and is 
going to be a meeting you do not want to 
miss. Please join us on Monday, July 29 at 
Cowboy’s in the Bull Pen at 6 p.m. with a 
half hour social before the presentation be-
gins at 6:30 p.m.

Chobee Minis host fundraiser
On Saturday, Aug. 17, from 10 a.m. - 2 

p.m. the Chobee Mini Horse Club, will hold 
a fundraiser at Tractor Supply in Okeecho-
bee, located on U.S. 441 S.

There will be a bake sale, 50/50 drawing, 
hot dogs and a Chinese auction. There also 
will be a car driving demonstration by on of 
our little horses. All donations will be grate-
fully accepted.

Driver Safety Program slated
The Okeechobee Chamber of Commerce 

will host an AARP Driver Safety Program on 
Thursday, Aug. 22, from 10 a.m. until  5 
p.m. Complete the class in one day. There 
is not driving and no tests. You could also 
receive a discount on your auto insurance 
for three years. To register for the class, call 
the Chamber of Commerce at 863-467-6246. 
Bring a bag lunch.

Upcoming blood drives
While you are planning your vacation, 

many are facing a long time in a hospital or 
recovery center. Help them with a donation 
of blood to speed their recovery. Be a life 
saver during this month’s blood drives.

•Friday, July 19 – Publix, 2 – 7 p.m.
•Sunday, July 21 – Golden Corral, 11 a.m. 

– 4 p.m.
•Saturday, July 27 – Wal Mart,  11 a.m. - 4 

p.m.

Collaborative Council to meet
The next meeting of the Community Col-

laborative Council, a part of the Shared Ser-
vices Network of Okeechobee, will be Tues-
day, July 23, at 10 a.m. in the board room of 
the School Board Offi ce. Please bring back-
to-school items for needy and foster children 
to the July meeting.

CASTLE seeks volunteers
If you have a few hours to spare and 

share your great parenting techniques, call 
CASTLE today. Teaching Safe Parenting, 
CASTLE’s mission is to stop child abuse be-
fore it even happens by empowering parents 
with the education necessary to create suc-
cessful, loving, and nurturing families. 

We are currently seeking volunteers for 
our Safe Families Program. We’re making 
a difference, one family at a time. Call 772-
465-6011 or e-mail hr@castletc.org for infor-
mation.

FP&L assistance available
The Salvation Army has FP&L (Florida 

Power and Light) funding available to assist 
qualifi ed consumers.

For guidelines and information call Mon-
days and Tuesdays between the hours of 10 
a.m. and 2:30 p.m. The phone number is 
863-763-6020.
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Dora ‘Betty’ Wilson, 91
OKEECHOBEE — Dora “Betty” Wilson passed 

away July 10, 2013 at the Hamrick Home. She 
was born Dec. 19, 
1921 in Raccoon 
Township, Ill. She 
came to Okeecho-
bee from Amboy, 
Ill. in the late 1980s. 
She owned and op-
erated Wilson Con-
struction Company. 
She loved playing 
Bingo and cards with 
her friends at River 
Bend Park and Semi-
nole Cove. She also 
enjoyed senior water exercises. 

Mrs. Wilson was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Lowell Wilson.

She is survived by her daughter, Sharon K. 
Rucker (Phillip); three sons, James Knox (Sue), 
Wayne Knox (Bev) and Gerald Knox (Janet); 
sister, Bonnie Dunn (Doyle); six grandchildren,  
Deanna Snyder, Lori Senn, Rick Rucker, Jason 
Knox, Jeremy Knox, Kim Knox and many more 
loving family members.

No local services will be held. 
Memorial donations may be made to Hospice 

of Okeechobee, PO Box 1548, Okeechobee, FL 
34973.

Those wishing to leave a message of condo-
lence may sign the online register book at www.
OkeechobeeFuneralHome.com 

All arrangements are entrusted to the care of 
Buxton & Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home, 
400 North Parrott Avenue, Okeechobee Florida 
34972.

Choose how you want
your news published

Put yourself in print! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.

Obituaries
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View obituaries from
the past month at 

http://www.legacy.com

Community Events
Brought
to you
by:

“Your Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing Specialist”
863.763.6461Lic#CAC1817236



LAKELAND—The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) issued its fi nal forecast 
Thursday pegging the 2012-2013 Florida or-
ange crop at 133.4 million boxes, down 9 
percent from last season.

To arrive at the total, the USDA cut Valen-
cias by 700,000 boxes to 66.3 million boxes 
while early-mid varieties climbed 100,000 
boxes to 67.1 million.

“This year’s crop really shows the dev-
astating effects of HLB, or citrus greening 
disease,” said Michael W. Sparks, executive 
VP/CEO of Florida Citrus Mutual. “We had 
severe fruit drop and a lot of citrus from 
stressed trees with HLB ended up on the 
ground.”

“If anything, this season provides stark 
evidence that growers, scientists and the 
state and federal governments need to work 
together to beat this disease and save the $9 

billion Florida citrus industry and the 76,000 
jobs it supports.”

“The ongoing research looks positive and 
I’m optimistic it will ultimately fi nd a solution 
to HLB but at this time there is no cure.”

The USDA makes its initial estimate in 
October of each year and revises it monthly 
as the crop takes shape until the end of the 
season in July. The USDA’s initial October or-
ange estimate for 2012-2013 was 154 million 
boxes. During the 2011-2012 season, Florida 
produced 146.7 million boxes of oranges.

Visit www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_
State/Florida/Publications/Citrus/cpfp.htm 

for the complete USDA estimate.
The 2012-2013 Florida grapefruit crop 

stayed at 18.4 million boxes. Tangerines and 
tangelos also remained steady at 3.35 million 
and 1 million respectively. The yield for from 
concentrate orange juice (FCOJ) decreased 
slightly to 1.59 gallons per 90-pound box.

The Florida citrus industry creates a $9 
billion annual economic impact, employing 
nearly 76,000 people, and covering about 
550,000 acres. Founded in 1948, Florida Cit-
rus Mutual is the state’s largest citrus grower 
organization. For more information, visit 
www.fl citrusmutual.com. 
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Buy a Home Delivery subscription for 
$6 a month

and receive an E-Subscription FREE*
Your local news

available right at your 

fingertips!
Call (863) 763-3134 today!

*When you enroll in our EZPAY subscription plan

Stay in the know with an

E-subscription

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m. 
Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

(863) 763-3127

OKEECHOBEE
LIVESTOCK MARKET

1055 
U.S. 98 
North

MOVIE TICKETS:
Adults
$6.50

Children 12 & under 
$5.00

Senior Citizens
$5.00 all movies

Matinees
$4.50

Fri., July 12TH - 
Thurs., July 18TH

For Info, Call
763-7202

I: “THE LONE RANGER”
Fri. 7:00 only, Sat., Sun., Tues., 
Wed. & Thurs. 2:00 & 7:00 

only, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

II: “DESPICABLE ME 2”
Fri., 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun., 

Tues., Wed.& Thurs., 2:00, 4:15, 
7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

III: “GROWN UPS 2”
Fri., 7:00 & 9:00 Sat., Sun., 

Tues, Wed., & Thurs. 2:00, 4:15, 
7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

PG

PG-13

PG-13

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists

• Metal & Shingle Roofs 

• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338
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Hope everyone had a good 
Fourth of July! We started back 
with better prices on most all 
classes. Cows and bulls were 
$2-$3 higher and calves were also 
about $2-$3 higher. Corn seems 
to be trending down and spik-
ing a little more interest on our 
calves.

Mark your calendars for our 
special sales:

Oct. 4 - Bred Heifers
Oct. 11 - Angus Bulls
Oct. 18 - Brangus Bulls
B & H Cattle, San Mateo, 

topped the calf market with a high 
of $2.75 bought by Foy Reynolds.

San Marino Ranch, Okeecho-
bee, topped the cow market with 
a high of 96.00 bought by Central 
Beef & Dairymens Marketing.

See ya next week,
Todd

Livestock Market Report

Florida orange crop forecast drops 9 percent

Hope everyone had a good 
Fourth of July! We started back 
with better prices on most all 
classes. Cows and bulls were 
$2-$3 higher and calves were 
also about $2-$3 higher. Corn 
seems to be trending down and 
spiking a little more interest on 
our calves.

Mark your calendars for our 
special sales:

Oct. 4 - Bred Heifers
Oct. 11 - Angus Bulls
Oct. 18 - Brangus Bulls
B & H Cattle, San Mateo, 

topped the calf market with a 
high of $2.75 bought by Foy 
Reynolds.

San Marino Ranch, Okeecho-
bee, topped the cow market with 
a high of 96.00 bought by Central 
Beef & Dairymens Marketing.

See ya next week,
Todd

Gatorama,  on U.S. 27 near Palmdale in 
Glades County, is preparing for their annual 
Alligator Hatching festival. Staffers are moni-
toring the eggs and expect them to start 
hatching around the second or third week 
of August.

Through a partnership with Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Ga-
torama is one of the alligator farms allowed 
to collect alligator eggs from the wild. The 
eggs are placed in incubators. Alligator farm-
ers pay FWC a fee for each egg, which helps 
support the FWC alligator management and 
research efforts.

During the two week hatching festival, 
more than 3,000 alligators are expected to 
hatch at Gatorama. Visitors have the oppor-
tunity to sign up for the “Hatch and Hold” 
program which allows them to actually hold 
an egg and let the baby alligator hatch in 
their hands. Depending on how many eggs 
are hatching that particular day, Gatorama 
will offer 20-30 eggs on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis.

The festival also includes activities for 
children such as building gator tooth neck-
laces and catching baby gators at the Baby 
Gator Round Up Pond. 

For more information online to go  www.
gatorama.com.

Gatorama plans 
annual alligator 
hatching festival
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VFW Post 10539’s newly-elected offi cials
VFW Post 10539 U.S. 41 S.E. Installed newly-elected offi cials for post mem-
bers, Ladies Auxiliary and Men’s Auxiliary. Offi cers will serve until June 
2014.

Special to the Okeechobee News
VFW Men’s Post offi cers are: Commander Charlie Norris, Senior Vice Com-
mander Bill Kinney, Junior Vice Commander Bobby Shultz, Quartermaster 
Bill Schullerman, Surgeon Ida Curtis, Chaplin John Nicholson, Trustee Harry 
Cosner, Service Offi cer Mike Schullerman and (not pictured) Judge Advo-
cate Ron Stein.

Special to the Okeechobee News
VFW Ladies Auxiliary offi cers are: President Marian Merrill, Senior Vice Pres-
ident Connie Raper, Junior Vice President Cindy Donaldson, Chaplin Tammy 
Maxwell Groves, Treasurer Trish Gryo, Secretary Jackie Martin, Patriotic 
Instructor/Conductress Karen Cox, Conductress Tessa Mae Whaley, Assis-
tant Conductress Debra Norris, Guard Patsy Wade, Historian Kelly Phillips, 
Trustee Elanie Sills, Trustee Sherri Fields and (not pictured) Trustee Connie 
Stanley.

Special to the Okeechobee News
VFW Men’s Auxiliary offi cers are: President Ryan Martin, Senior Vice Presi-
dent Don Dietrich, Junior Vice President Dennis Farrington, Chaplin Angelo 
Pierre, Past President Bubba Jones and Trustee Jerry Jones. Not pictured 
are Treasurer Clyde Price, Secretary Jim Martin, Trustee Kenny Whaley and 
Trustee Howie Haight.
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OR

RECEIVE UP TO 

$2,500 in rebates* 
and tax credits**

with the purchase of a qualifying 
Lennox® Home Comfort System.

Special Financing 
Available* 

208 SW 5th Avenue, Okeechobee, FL 34974

THIS SOLUTION IS
NOTHING TO SNEEZE AT.

DUST, MOLD
AND POLLEN
MAKING YOU
UNCOMFORTABLE?

*Offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. System rebate offers range from $300 - $2,000. 
See dealer for details.
**Visit www.energystar.gov for more information on the tax credit guidelines.
© 2013 Lennox Industries, Inc.

florida.newszap.com

Check out these 
new features:

• Daily Local 
 News Updates
• New interactive 
 and easy to
 navigate format
• Plus much, 
 much more!

Come see for 
yourself!

as low as

down

1995 Chevy Camaro Convertible 
White, Leather, Limited Edition, 2 dr. 

 $6,495 cash(863) 763-0330

Buy Here 
Pay Here
$500

we buy cars for 

Any Price 
Any Year 

All Models!

KID-FRIENDLY CARE 24/ 7

Care you can trust:
  Experienced physicians, nurses and staff 
trained in Pediatric Advanced Life Support

 High quality, personalized care
 Short wait times
 Hugs and smiles

For average ER wait time  
text ERKids to 23000.  

Message & data rates may apply

1796 Hwy 441 North Okeechobee, FL 34972
For Free Physician Referral & Health Care Questions call 763-9228

Because even

SUPERHEROES
get bumps  
   and bruises!

KID-FRIENDLY CARE 

Raulerson Hospital
St. Lucie Medical Center

Lawnwood Regional Medical Center
  & Heart Institute

RaulersonHospital .com
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Among cancers that affect both men and 
women, colorectal cancer (cancer of the co-
lon or rectum) is the second leading cause 
of cancer deaths in the United States. Every 
year, more than 140,000 Americans are di-
agnosed with colorectal cancer, and more 

than 50,000 people die from it, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC). Fortunately, when this cancer is 
found and removed early, the chances of a 
full recovery are very good. Colorectal can-
cer rarely causes symptoms in its early stag-
es, so screening for the disease is extremely 
important. It’s even more crucial if you have 
risk factors for the disease. 

Your risk of having colorectal cancer in-
creases if you:

• Are 50 years of age or older.
• Have a family history or personal his-

tory of colorectal cancer or adenomatous 
polyps.

• Have a personal history of colorectal 
polyps, Crohn’s disease, or ulcerative colitis.

• Have a family history of multiple con-
current solid-tumor cancers.

Colorectal cancer screening saves lives. 
According to the CDC, If everyone who is 50 
years old or older were screened regularly, 
as many as 60 percent of deaths from this 
cancer could be avoided. A colonoscopy is 
used to view the inside of your lower diges-
tive tract (colon and rectum). It can help 
screen for colon cancer and can also help 
fi nd the source of abdominal pain, bleeding, 
and changes in bowel habits. The test is usu-
ally done in the hospital on an outpatient ba-
sis. During the exam, the doctor can remove 
a small tissue sample (a biopsy) for testing. 
Small growths, such as polyps, may also be 
removed during colonoscopy.

Talk to your doctor about having a 
colonoscopy. For a free physician referral, 
call 863-763-9228.

Colonoscopies help 
screen for cancer

Special to the Okeechobee News

Church celebrates 
33rd birthday
Okeechobee Presbyterian Church 
celebrated its 33rd birthday on June 
30. Everyone gathered in the Fel-
lowship Hall to enjoy an indoor pic-
nic, of hot dogs, sloppy Joes, sal-
ads, relishes, and of course a huge 
birthday cake. Just days before the 
celebration of our nation’s Indepen-
dence Day, it was a celebration of 
the freedom to worship.
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(561) 747-1232

Improve your appearance, your 
confidence, and your self esteem.
Enhance your breast, flatten your

tummy or shed unwanted fat. Let us
help you look and feel your very best!

• Tummy Tuck
• Breast Augmentation 
• Breast Lift/Reduction
• Endoscopic Brow Lift
• Face Lift
• Nasal Surgery
• Eyelid Surgery
• Liposculpture
• Botox and Fillers

Saturday, July 20th  10 a.m.-2 p.m.
HOSTED BY

and
GB’s Ladies & Men’s 

Formal Wear

2013 BRIDAL EXPO

*Must be present to win!

Fashion Shows for 
Men & Women
Hair Demos
Make-Up Demos
Live DJ
Travel
Fitness
Cake Decorators
Catering
Door Prizes*

Palms Court 
Catering will 
be providing 

hors d’oeuvres 
during the 

event

CourtCourt  
PalmsPalms  

Get Your $5 Advance Tickets at GB’s Ladies & Men’s Formal 
Wear at 207 Circle Park Drive, Downtown Sebring OR call 863-386-5836 

and reserve your ticket. It will be available at Will Call the day of event. 
$8 Tickets available at the door.

Highlands County Fair Grounds
781 Magnolia Avenue

Sebring, FL 33870
863-386-5836

www.highlandstoday.comCENTER
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The following individuals were 
arrested on felony or driving under 
the influence (DUI) charges by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Office 
(OCSO), the Okeechobee City Police 
Department (OCPD), the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP), the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) or the Depart-
ment of Corrections (DOC).

• Marquise Ladell Daniels, 24, Eighth 
St., Phenix, Ala., was arrested July 11 by 
Deputy John Hazy on a DOC warrant 
charging him with the felony of violation 
of probation - fleeing and eluding a law 
enforcement officer. He is being held 
without bond.

• Samantha Nichole Jewell, 21, S.E. 
58th Drive, Okeechobee, was arrested 
July 11 by Deputy Corporal Chris Hans 
on DOC warrants charging her with the 
felonies of violation of probation - giv-
ing false information to a pawn broker, 
violation of probation - dealing in stolen 
property, violation of probation - grand 
theft and violation of probation - crimi-
nal use of personal identification infor-
mation. Her bond was set at $4,000.

• Nicole Lataye Futch, 20, N.E. 15th 
Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested July 11 
by Deputy Jose Garduno on a DOC war-
rant charging her with the felony of vio-
lation of probation - introduction of con-
traband into a county detention facility. 
She is being held without bond.

• Raymond Edward Arnold, 46, S.E. 
23rd Court, Okeechobee, was arrested 
July 11 by Detective Corporal Shane Sny-
der on a Glades County warrant charging 
him with trafficking in a controlled sub-
stance. His bond was set at $100,000.

• Micah Timothy Ellsworth, 35, N.W. 
50th Ave., Okeechobee, was arrested 
July 12 by Deputy Fred Bradley on a DOC 
warrant charging him with the felony of 
violation of probation - driving while li-
cense suspended/revoked - habitual of-
fender. He is being held without bond.

This column lists arrests and not 
convictions, unless otherwise stated. 
Anyone listed here who is later found 
innocent or has had the charges against 
them dropped is welcome to inform this 
newspaper. The information will be 
confirmed and printed.

Okeechobee Arrest Report

The Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice investigated the following reports of 
crimes last week.

ASSAULT
• 1800 block of N.W. Third Lane
• 2600 block of N.W. Second St.
• 13000 block of S.E. 46th St.

BURGLARY
• 3600 block of N.W. Sixth Ave.
• 1000 block of N.E. 28th Terrace
• 1100 block of N.E. 28th Terrace
• 1000 block of N.E. 29th Terrace
• 7200 block of N.W. 92nd Court
• 20400 block of N.W. 294th St.

CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
• 1300 block of S.W. 24th Ave.
• 16400 block of N.W. 38th Ave.

FRAUD
• 600 block of N.W. 15th St.
• 14000 block of U.S. 441 N.

THEFT
• 1300 block of S.W. 86th Ave.
• 100 block of S.E. 80th Ave.
• 4200 block of S.E. 74th Way
• 14400 block of U.S. 441 N.
• 100 block of U.S. 98 N.
• 16400 block of N.W. 32nd Ave.

OCSO Investigations

Big Water DeMolay to meet in Okeechobee
Big Water DeMolay meets at 105 N.W. Fifth Ave. on the fi rst and third Thursday 

of every month at 6 p.m. for young men aged 12 to 21. Parents are also invited. Call 

L. Keith Tomey II at 863-763-8072 for information. DeMolay is an international non-

profi t organization sponsored by a Masonic Lodge but members are not required to 

be related to Masons.
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Celebrations
www.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? 
Golden anniversary? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

Each Celebrations 
package includes:

 

 

and family 

& JANE A. ILLUSTRATION

WEDDING

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

She is the daughter of Joseph and Jane 

SUSAN A. EXAMPLE

BIRTH

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ANNIVERSARY

JOSEPH W. EXAMPLE

Submit your good news today at 

& JANE A. EXAMPLE

ENGAGEMENTJOSEPH W. EXAMPLE
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

A Buckhead Ridge man is being held in the 
Okeechobee County Jail on a contempt of court 
charge after he apparently swore at the judge and 
prosecuting attorney during a fi rst-appearance 
hearing.

Kenneth J. Wilson, 45, Cho-
bee St., went before County 
Judge Jerald Bryant Wednes-
day, July 10, to learn what his 
bond would be following his 
arrest the day before on a mis-
demeanor charge of trespass 
on property.

When Judge Bryant set 
Wilson’s bond at $10,000, the 
man became unruly and be-
gan to swear at the judge and 
Assistant State Attorney Ashley 
Albright.

“The judge told him to stop and be quiet, but 
he continued,” said Mr. Albright of Wilson. “The 
judge found him in contempt of court and sen-
tenced him to 90 days in the county jail.”

Mr. Albright said Wilson swore at both he and 
the judge personally.

Wilson apparently became irate over a bond 
of $10,000 being levied on the misdemeanor 
charge.

But, explained Mr. Albright, Judge Bryant had 
good reason for handing out such a high bond. 
Mr. Albright said Wilson has been arrested twice 
in Okeechobee County for indecent exposure.

According to the prosecutor Wilson had been 
arrested Tuesday evening at the children’s soccer 
fi elds on N.W. 10th Terrace after a woman had 
called the sheriff ’s offi ce and complained. That 
woman, a mother of one of the children playing 
soccer there, was concerned about a man she 
had seen “hanging out” at the soccer fi elds the 
last couple of days, said Mr. Albright.

“She said he was watching the kids and had 

his hands in his pockets,” said Mr. Albright.
An arrest report by Deputy William Jolly, of the 

Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), stat-
ed that when he went to the soccer fi elds he found 
Wilson sitting in his blue pickup truck. The deputy 
also stated that Wilson had been trespassed from 
those same soccer fi elds on Nov. 18, 2011.

A check of Wilson’s criminal history revealed 
that he has been arrested several times for expos-
ing himself to women.

Sergeant Bob Martin of the Wilmington, Ohio, 
Police Department said Wilson was arrested in 
2005 for exposing himself to a woman at a Krog-
er grocery store. He was arrested again the next 
week for doing the same thing at another store. 
Both public indecency charges are fourth-degree 
misdemeanors, said Sgt. Martin.

Shortly thereafter, Wilson apparently moved to 
the Okeechobee area because in April of 2005 he 
was arrested by OCSO Deputy Michael Hazellief 
after he reportedly exposed himself to a woman 
in a local department store. Wilson was charged 
with the misdemeanor of exposure of sexual or-
gans.

Then, on Feb. 26, 2006, Wilson was arrested 
by the Sebring Police Department on a misde-
meanor charge of lewdness after he reportedly 
exposed himself to a woman at the Highlands Re-
gional Medical Center. He was later found guilty 
and was fi ned.

An OCSO report indicated that on Nov. 18, 
2011, Wilson was sitting in his truck with the 
driver’s side door open and facing out that open 
door. He was reportedly wearing only a pair of old 
gym-type shorts. The report indicated as people 
approached his vehicle they had to look straight 
at him.

All of the local arrests were also misdemean-
ors.

According to Sgt. Martin, and Michele Bell of 
the OCSO sex offenders unit, Wilson is not a reg-
istered sexual offender in Ohio or Florida. 

Man jailed for swearing at judge

Kenneth
Wilson



Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the INI
USA. All advertising is sub-
ject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
INI USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Garage/
Yard Sales

We Buy Estates
Antiques, Collectibles, 

Household, Tools, 
Jewelry and etc.

Call 863-697-8906

Special Notice

Camp Host Needed
RV pad w/ deck, water, 

septic and electric 
hook-ups provided in 
exchange for weekly 

mowing, grounds 
maintenance, and 

visitor management
Istokpoga Canal Boat 

Ramp Area halfway 
between Sebring and 

Okeechobee
Call Jeff at 

863.462.5260 
Ext.3022

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Employment
Full Time

 Bruce Homer 
Insurance Agency  

Looking for an Experienced-Licensed CSR / Agent.   
Full or Part Time considered.  Experience with a 

rating system and agency management system, 
preferred.  Bilingual a Plus.   

Fax resume’ to 863-763-6010,
email to brucehomer@comcast.net  

or drop off at: 900 South Parrott Avenue.  
All Inquires Confi dential.

Experienced Cook Needed

F/T with benefits

Apply in person at
406 NW 4th St, Okeechobee

for institution cooking
requiring food prepared with 

various textures.
Following recipes exactly

is a must.

Schedule would be AM & PM 
shifts. Weekend shifts included.

EOE & DFWP

Homestyle Country 
Cook Needed!

At private hunting camp 
in Lake Port. Must be 
able to clean lodges. 
Starting pay is $8.00/hr 
during training. During 
summer hours, morning 
shift is 8:00-11:00 and 
evening shift is 
5:30-10:30. During fall, 
evening shift would be 
3:30-8:30. Please send 
resume to okeechobee-
outfitters@yahoo.com 
or call 863-655-2454 or 
863-634-7449. 
Ask for Carla or Danny.

Drivers
$5,000 Sign-on Bonus 
Great Pay! Consistent 
Freight, Great miles on 
this Regional Account 
Werner Enterprises

1-888-567-4854

Employment
Full Time

Bookkeeper/
Accountant 

(Okeechobee)

For several small 
businesses including 

construction. Hours 8-5 
M-F.  2 yrs experience 
and/or education. A/R, 
A/P, Payroll. Knowledge 
of Quickbooks required.  

Knowledge of Sage 
MasterBuilder a plus.  

Fax resume to 
(863) 763-6337.

Lawn Maintenance 
worker needed. 

Must have valid and 
clean drivers license. 
To apply please call 

863-697-6195

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Employment
Full Time

107 SW 17th

NO PHONE CALLS

MUST HAVE:

Employment
Medical

Part-time Registered 
X-ray Technologist 
with 1 year experience 
preferred. Please call 

863-467-7084 
or fax resume to 
863-467-6833.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Part  Time

OFFICE ASSISTANT

Busy Okee. offi ce 
looking for offi ce 

assistant, 15-20 hrs/wk.  
QuickBooks experience, 
good phone etiquette, & 

general offi ce duties.  
Flexible hrs. must be 
able to work Fridays. 

Fax resume to: 
863-763-2253

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Excavation

LESLIE SUMMERFORD 
EXCAVATING LLC. Call 
us for your excavation 
needs; land clearing 
ponds, hauling of fi ll 
dirt, shell, millings 
(when available)   
transportation of heavy 
equipment. Call Leslie  
for excavation needs.   
(863)763-9330 or 
(863)634-7659.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds
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Reading a newspaper helps you
understand the world around you.

No wonder newspaper 
readers enjoy life more!



Farm Produce

For Sale - Pink Eye and 
Zipper Peas, shelled or 
unshelled call for prices.

863-634-7051 or 
863-634-1316

Lawn & Garden

COMPOST for Organic 
Gardening and Farming - 
Okeechobee Recycling 
Facility, enter at Waste 
Management, 10800 NE. 
128th Avenue. Pickup or 
Delivered *Public Wel-
comed* Please call. 
(216)956-0949

Apartments

2bdrm/1bath Duplex 
in town. Walking dis-
tance to stores, NO 
PETS, First, Last & Se-
curity $550.00 a month 
863-634-2820

 2br/1ba, garage, No 
pets $650/mo 1st, Last 
& Sec. Avail 7/8 
(863)467-2302 or 
(772)260-6969

Beautiful Samantha’s 
Garden Apartments 

2BR/2BA, in town, W&D, 
$800 mo. + $500  sec.  
Call (863)467-9250 or 

(863)634-5780

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

OAK LAKE 2/2 Villa, lg. 
landscaped fenced patio, 
lg. Master BR w/lg. walk-
in closet, laundry rm with 
W/D, totally remodeled 
by decorator, immacu-
late. $900/mo. 1st, last & 
sec. 863-634-3312 or 
634-3313.

Houses - Rent

Adorable (In Town 
Okee.) 2br./2ba. WD-
laundry rm., Screened 
Porch, lawn service in-
cluded. Non smkg. 
Envmt. Sm. Pet OK. 
$800 mo., 1st, last, & 
$ 5 0 0 . S e c . 
941-504-3954.

Beautiful, Clean 
3bd/2.5ba In the Oaks. 
Near Blue Heron Golf 
Course,Double car gar-
age,screened patio, 
2,500 sq. ft. under roof, 
a/c,sprinkler system, 
appliances,large yard, 
Oak and Palm trees, 
Quiet Street,$1,260.00 
mo. plus security. Avail. 
by 8/1 or 9/1 

 Call 863-467-9250/
519-746-4844 

or e-mail  
d.mcara@hotmail.com

Houses - Rent

FOR RENT - NICELY 
FURNISHED 1 & 2 

BEDROOMS - WITH 
OR WITHOUT 

UTILITIES - LONG 
OR SHORT TERM - 

863-447-0742.
OKEE- 2/1  First class 

property 12 miles N.E.
of town center. Lawn, 

pest, trash, and water 
included - $465.00mo.

Call for details. Mon-Fri. 
No Pets.863-467-9800

OKEE HAMMOCK - 
2BR, 1BA, DR, tile, carpet 

in BRs, 12x16 shed,
laundry rm, mowing incl. 
$875/mo. Home Realty 
Services, ask for Diane 

863-801-4498

Roommate
Looking for 

a roommate to share
a 4 bedroom house, 

all appliances including 
washer and dryer. 

$400 per month. Call 
for more information 

863-634-9560.

Houses - Sale
Owner Financing- 3 

bdrm 2 bath 8 year old 
house on 1 acre 
$3,500.00 down 
$931.42 a month. Call 
Beverley 863-634-2820

Lots - Sale
Just Reduced - large 

fenced lot in Treasure 
Island with beautiful 
oak trees. Put a mobile 
home on lot or build 
your home $14,500.00 
Call 863-634-2820

Priced to sell - Residen-
tial Building lot, adjoin-
ing the golf course at 
the Beautiful Oaks of 
Blue Heron. $22,500.00 
Call 863-634-2820

Mobile Home
Rent

BUCKHEAD RIDGE
3BR, 2BA, laundry rm, 

DR, carport, shed. $900 
month. Home Realty

 Services, ask for Diane 
863-801-4498

Mobile Home Sale
Palm Harbor Homes
New Modular Homes 

are here!
TEXT: STORE 126A 

TO: 313131 
John Lyons  

800-622-2832 ext 210

Campers/RVs
1988 Prowler 29 ft 

travel trailer, asking 
$4,500 currently in RV 
Park but can be moved 
863-610-1276

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot 
Call 941-347-7171

Autos Wanted

CASH FOR  CARS  
No Title Needed, 
Any Condition. 

268junk.com
Located in Okeechobee

Call (863)484-2012

Public Notice Public Notice

Public Notice

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Okeechobee Utility Authority (OUA) will receive proposals for the pur-
pose of securing Contracting Services for the following:

   *  Mechanical Integrity Testing Proposal 
      Cemetery Road WWTF, Injection Well IW-1 

Detailed RFP documents are available upon request from the offi ce of the 
Executive Director, located at 100 S.W. 5th Avenue, (Tel.) 863-763-9460, 
(Fax) 863-763-3746.  The OUA intends to review the submitted RFP’s and 
reserves the right to reject any or all RFP’s.  

The RFP’s must be delivered to the Executive Director’s offi ce, located at 
Okeechobee Utility Authority Administrative Offi ce, 100 S.W. 5th Avenue, 
Okeechobee, FL 34974, on or before 2:00 PM on August 1, 2013.  A sealed 
submittal for the project is required.  

John F. Hayford
Executive Director
447763 ON 7/12,14,17/2013

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED ZONING 
RECLASSIFICATION AND CONSIDERATION

OF A SPECIAL EXCEPTION

NOTICE: A PUBLIC HEARING will be held before the Okeechobee County 
Planning Board on Tuesday, July 23, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in the Health 
Department Auditorium, 1728 NW 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida to con-
sider a request for a change in zoning from the existing classifi cation of 
Residential Single Family (RSF) to the proposed classifi cation of Heavy Com-
mercial (C-2) and to consider a Special Exception to allow motorcycle ser-
vice and repair in a Heavy Commercial (C-2) zoning district. The property 
owners and applicants are Roy and Julia Reno. The property address is 84 
SW 19th Avenue and is more particularly described as follows:

Lots 1, 2 and 3 of Block 3, Davis Subdivision according to the plat thereof 
recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 3, public records of Okeechobee County, 
Florida.

In the event that all items scheduled before the Board are not heard, the 
hearings shall be continued to Wednesday, July 24, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Commission Meeting Room, Okeechobee County Health Department Au-
ditorium, 1728 NW 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida.

A SECOND PUBLIC HEARING on the request for a change in zoning will 
be held before the Board of County Commissioners on Thursday, August 
8th , 2013 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commission Meeting Room, Okeechobee 
County Courthouse, 304 NW 2’ Street, Okeechobee, Florida.

ALL INTERESTED PARTIES SHALL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD 
AT THIS PUBLIC HEARING. Any person deciding to appeal any decision by 
the Board of Adjustments and Appeals with respect to any matter considered 
at this meeting or hearing will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made and that the record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal will be based. Planning and Development tapes are 
for the sole purpose of backup for offi cial records of the department.

William D. Royce, Planning Director
Petitions R-2013-0694 and S-2013-0726
447326 ON 7/5,14/2013

Okeechobee County School 
Board Meetings

July 23 and July 30

The Okeechobee County School 
Board will meet on July 23, 2013, 
at 6:00 p.m., to consider adver-
tisement of proposed millage rates 
and proposed budget for the 
2013-14 fi scal year.  The School 
Board will meet on July 30, 2013, 
at 6:00 p.m., for a public hearing 
to consider adoption of tentative 
millage rates and the tentative 
budget for 2013-14.  Regular 
School Board business will also be 
conducted at these meetings.  
Both meetings will be in Room 
303 of the School Board Adminis-
trative Offi ce at 600 SW 2nd Ave-
nue, Okeechobee, and are open to 
the public.

Ken Kenworthy
Superintendent
447158 ON 7/14,21/2013
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Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1 Big Harley, in

slang
5 “Marching

Along”
autobiographer

10 “Mamma Mia!”
group

14 Soap Box Derby
state

15 Hearth debris
16 Off-peak period
17 Meat used in

place of a puck?
19 Untidy type
20 John Williams

quintet?
21 Fridge sound
22 ’70s Olympics

name
23 Fab Four

member
24 Prepare beans,

Mexican-style
26 Scary fly
30 Place for care

instructions
33 Mouse catchers
36 Expected
37 Professor’s goal
38 Corrida cry
39 Surcharge for a

cab ride?
41 English __
42 Drum heard in

Westerns
44 Actress Basinger
45 Bar brews
46 Mar. parade celeb
47 Presario PC

brand
49 Significant

period
51 Comfortably

rewarding
55 Dinner and a

movie, say
57 D-backs, on

scoreboards
59 Gillette razor

named for its
blade count

60 One with a
password

61 Davy Jones at an
abbey?

63 Gimlet garnish
64 Game show host
65 Throw in a chip
66 SoCal force
67 Country singer

Rimes
68 Tabloid loch

DOWN
1 Hostess snack

cakes
2 “__ of golden

daffodils”:
Wordsworth

3 Neopagan religion
4 Some Soap Box

Derby entrants
5 Articulates
6 __Kosh B’Gosh
7 “Rats!”
8 Out of harm’s

way
9 Invitation on a

rep’s button
10 Losing candidate
11 Intimidator on the

bovine
playground?

12 Online journal
13 Jessica of “Sin

City”
18 Slips up
25 Show off one’s

muscles
27 Dutch cheese
28 Prom duds
29 Bulova competitor
31 14-Across’s Great

Lake
32 Tennis net grazers
33 Summer cabin

beds

34 Boatloads
35 Short-term

Arizona State
employee?

37 Pack (down)
39 Four-legged Oz

visitor
40 Comical Conway
43 Like a pencil

point
45 Sea-dwelling

superhero
47 Car trim

48 Farmland division
50 Skating

maneuver
52 Teatime snack
53 Help for the

clueless
54 “Omigosh!”
55 Boring
56 Where most

people live
58 Bygone Peruvian
59 Not-so-little kid
62 Barbie’s guy

By Alex Boisvert
(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 08/16/11

08/16/11

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Sign guestbooks at
http://www.legacy.com

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

4 lines + 8 photos Online for 2 weeks
Absolutely FREE!
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Available 24/7

http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Tiles2.aspx?sortby=type&type=Florida

View all our online sections in the comfort of your own home or on the go!

2012-2013 Medical 

Information Guide

Friday, October 26, 2012
  

Supplement to the:

CONSULT-A-NURSE ®  For Free Physician Referral & Health Care Questions call 763-9228

Providing our community quality 

healthcare services with a personal 

touch for more than 30 years

 Emergency Services - 24 hrs /7 days a week

Orthopedics - Introducing Dr. Benjamin Epstein

 Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy

Radiology Services -  Accredited by the 

American College of Radiology in:

CT Scan, Digital Mammography, MRI, Nuclear Medicine, & Ultrasound

Surgical Services - Minimally Invasive 

Procedures/ Inpatient and Outpatient Services

 Occupational Health / Workers’ Compensation

We Treat Kids Too!

Available year-round at florida.newszap.com

w, Raulerson Hospital alpitaHospn HsonleraulRa
oint Commission as a 

y and Safety Measures’.

MEET YOUR
Merchant

s
A Salute to Area Business

Available Online 

specialsections.

newszap.com

Okeechobee News
Sunday, May 26, 2013

Special Supplement to

S

2012-2013

O
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ec
ho

be
e 

C
ou

nt
y

2012-2013

School 

Information

Guide 
Featuring 

Superintendent Letter

School Calendar 

SCHOOL BUS SCHEDULE

School Listing 

Progress Report & 

Report Card Schedule

Call to Schedule your eye appontment today!

763-3937

606 North Parrott Avenue

www.biglakeeyecare.com 

Big Lake 

   Eye Care

104 NW 7th Ave.
Okeechobee

863-763-4010
or 

888-874-2945

Lic. RE Broker
Auctioneer# AU2579.

1,430 Acre Ranch

 in Eastern 

Okeechobee County

Offered Exclusively by:
The Tucker Group, LLC
Call Brandon Tucker (772) 201-8722

$3,750
per acre

Northern 1300 Acres SOLD 
8/24/2012

century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave. • Century21okeechobee.com

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553
Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069

Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104 • Se Habla Español
1003-M: Seminole 
Cove 55+ comm. w/
clubhouse amenities. 
Great lake view, 2/2 
DWMH w/addition, 2 
car carport, 1023 sq 
ft under air/1957Total 
sq ft. $67,500 NOW 
$60,000 MLS #206023

REDUCED NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

5000-M: Deer Park 
(Ft. Drum) 3bd/2ba 
on 5+/-acres w/large 
shed, lg covered back 
porch, fenced, cross 
fenced, three wells. 
Short Sale. $99,000 
NOW $59,000 MLS 
#206394

5036-M:  Off of 710 
2BR/2BA Mobile 
home on 1.48-/+ acre. 
924 total sq ft. Large 
front deck, Island 

fenced in back yard 
and shed. $45,000 
MLS #206799

3002-M: Treasure 
Island Lake Access 
3/1.5 with full length 
addition. 2 Sheds 
and storage room 
part of the addition 
with electric. Sea-
wall, double carport 
and more. $48,000 
MLS #207064 

2000-C: Taylor 
Creek Condominium 
upstairs 1 bed/1 bath 
apartment, 680 total 
sq ft,  screen pool 
area, boat ramp, 
boat dock, rim ca-
nal.  $45,500 MLS 
#207066

5002-M: Deer Park 
(Ft. Drum Area) 
3BR/2BA DW MH on 
5+/-acres with all the 
appliances. Fenced 
and crossed fenced, 
barn, pond, screen 
front porch and 
shed. $65,000 

• Indian Hammock Two 2+/- acre parcels $35,000 Make Offer! • Lot behind SunTrust Bank $18,000 • Potter Rd (NW 
30th Ter) 5+/- acres $38,000 • 319+/-acres on Hwy 441 N $4,000,000 • 55+/-acres on SR 710 $330,000. Make Offer! 
• Foreclosure Taylor Creek Captive Lake Residential Lot $13,650 • In town SW addition Residential Lot $3,900 • 
Okeechobee Pk (NW 4th St) Residential Lot $6,000 • Foreclosure Ft. Drum area 5.68+/-acres $19,900 • Okeechobee 
Estates (SE 9th CT) in town Residential Lot $18,000 Make Offer! • Fenced 5+/-acres (NE 12th St) Short Sale. $35,000

Over 100 Listings

BLUE HERON~WATERFRONT PALATIAL POOL HOME
Custom CBS, 4 Bd (two master suites) 3 Full Ba’s/ 2 Half Ba’s/ 2 Garage, Two sto-
ry. Open concept, split plan.  Bkfst bar, butler’s pantry. 34X25 Master suite w/all the 
frills.  30X25 Game Room, pool table. 3899 SF Under air-5101 SF TLA. Screened 
Lanai, 16X32 Gunite pool, party dock on the water. Luscious Landscaping. 

ENTERTAINING EXCELLENCE $459,000 

ALMOST 15 ACRES OF 
BEAUTIFUL LAND 

with POND, BARN AND 
COWPENS, FENCED 

AND CROSS FENCED; 
CBS home with new updated kitchen cubboards,2008 new 
roof, 2009 updated electrical, 2008 new A/C; 2009 New 
water system with reverse osmosis, 2009 new drainfield 
and septic, 2009 painted inside and out; 2009 hurricane 

impact windows, has cattle shoot and barn. 

BRING YOUR HORSES AND ANIMALS - 
THIS IS THE PLACE.
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By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Lake Okeechobee continues to rise as 
water comes in faster than water managers 
can let it out.

At the Thursday, July 11, meeting of the 
Okeechobee County Commission, Gary Rit-
ter of the South Florida Water Management 
District said the lake was at 14.80 feet above 
sea level.

He said due to heavy rainfall in the water-
shed last week, they had 14,000 cubic feet of 
water per second coming into the lake.

On July 5 the Army Corps of Engineers 
increased the fl ow to 4,000 cubic feet per 
second to the Caloosahatchee Estuary and 
1,800 cubic feet per second to the St. Lucie 
Estuary.

Even with increased fl ows, more than 
twice as much water was coming in as be-
ing released.

“Today (July 11) the infl ows to the lake 
decreased signifi cantly,” he said with about 
8,000 cubic feet of water per second com-
ing in.

The lake is expected to continue to rise, 
he continued.

“There is about 1.3 million gallons of 
water per minute going into Lake Okeecho-
bee,” said Mr. Ritter. “Most of that water 
is coming from the Kissimmee River and 
Fisheating Creek.

On Friday, the lake level was 14.81 feet.
The freshwater releases have drawn criti-

cism from coastal communities, and com-
plaints have been heard by Florida lawmak-
ers.

Florida Senate President Don Gaetz an-
nounced July 10 that Sen. Joe Negron, will 
chair a Senate Select Committee on Indian 
River Lagoon and Lake Okeechobee Basin 
to study the policies, spending and any other 
governmental activities involving the water 
management.

“The purpose of this select committee is 
to determine what progress has been made 
and what changes in policy, if any, should 
be recommended to the Legislature and the 
Congress,” Sen. Gaetz stated. A report from 
the committee is due Nov. 4.

Lake continues to rise

By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News

• Okeechobee High School state cham-
pion golfer Richard Donegan continues his 
success in golf. Donegan recently qualifi ed 
for the U.S. Amateur public links tourna-
ment. He tied for second overall at the event 
with a two-day total of 141 at the Jacaran-
da Golf Club in Plantation. The freshman 
at Florida Atlantic University completed a 
strong season with a stroke average of 73.1 
after competing in 10 tournaments this year. 
Donegan also had a fi ne performance at the 
Florida Amateur Championship on June 23. 
Donegan shot a four-round total of 313 to 
fi nish 51st overall. 

The U.S. Amateur public links tourna-
ment is scheduled for July 14-20 in Lorton, 
Virginia. It brings together close to 150 golf-
ers for two days. The top 64 will advance. 
The top fi nishers compete in a 36-hole cham-
pionship match and the winner receives an 
invite to the Masters next April.

• Daniel Fulleda, 11, of Okeechobee, was 

recently named the IMG/Gatorade Athlete 

of the week. The Okeechobee golfer has 

been playing golf for nearly four years. The 

Award is given to athletes who display heart, 

hustle and soul and exhibit a true desire to 

reach their athletic potential.

Fulleda is coached by Duncan Smith. His 

low round during his career for 18 holes is 

87.

• OCRA is gearing up for their 2013 Foot-

ball Season. Sign ups will be held Saturday, 

Aug. 10, 17 and 24 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

at the ball park. All of our games are played 

locally. Football players and cheerleaders are 

invited to sign up, ages 5-14 years old. The 

cost is $80 for football and cheerleaders, $60 

for fl ag football. OCRA also needs coaches 

who have a good knowledge of football, 

can work with young people and can pass a 

background check. They are also looking for 

team sponsors. For more information, call 

863-634-0515. Sign ups end Aug. 24.

Okeechobee Sports in Brief



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

Call a PRO fessional

JONES EQUIPMENTEst. 
1989

4558 US Hwy 441 S.E.
Okeechobee, FL 

1-888-683-7853     863-763-5342

203 SE 2nd St.
Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

Jeb Acuff
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License 
AL11944

Home of honest and reliable service 
C J Boone

198 Hwy 98 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972
FAX (863) 357-6723

www.slbatterytire.com

588 NE 28th Ave., Okeechobee, FL 34972
863-357-2888 or toll Free 877-568-3864

An affordable way to advertise your business

M&M Auto Brokers, Inc.
   Buy Here! Pay Here!
As 
low as Down

    Easy Payment CASH FOR JUNK!

We’ll Work 
with you!

 

Cho
ice Automotive& Custom Exhaust

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Computer Diagnostics 
NOW OFFERING New and Used Tires

863-467-6633
Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave. 
Okeechobee, FL  

An affordable 
way to 

advertise your 
business

An affordable 
way to 

advertise your 
business

An affordable 
way to 

advertise your 
business

An affordable 
way to 

advertise your 
business

An affordable 
way to 

advertise your 
business

Rebecca Boldt Hamilton, P.A.
REBECCA H. BOLDT, Attorney at Law

RICHARD W. SEYMOUR, Attorney at Law 

863-467-1894

Carpet  Laminate  Vinyl
Flooring Sales and Installation

“Shop at Home”

Carpet Restretches, Repairs
& Installation

Licensed & Insured

Scott A. Concannon Inc.

863.801.367725 Years Experience

909 S Parrott Ave. 
Okeechobee, Fl 34974

863-261-2538
WALK-INS WELCOME

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

MJR’s Lawn Service

863.484.3821
863.484-2430

Pete’s

Power Washing 
Sealing

Painting - 
Interior & Exterior

Dependable 

Licensed

Professional

Insured
(863) 801-8377

John Davito
1933
2142

.
.
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UP
TO

UP
TO

ArrigoFtPierce.com

Jim Arrigo
Owner & President

John Arrigo
Vice President &

General Manager

Offers available on select models with   approved credit. Excludes ad specials.

FOR THE 
LOWEST PRICE & 

LARGEST SELECTION

You Gotta Go 
Arrigo!

*

5851 SOUTH US HIGHWAY 1., FT. PIERCE
JUST SOUTH OF MIDWAY ROAD

1-855-374-5019
ALL OFFERS FOR WELL QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS, NOT ALL CUSTOMERS WILL QUALIFY. CUSTOMER MUST QUALIFY FOR ALL REBATES & INCENTIVES. DEALER RETAINS ALL REBATES & INCENTIVES. ALL VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. MUST PRESENT AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED OFFERS. OFFERS EXPIRE DATE OF PUBLICATION. DEALER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS OR OMISSIONS. VEHICLE ART FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY, OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT OR VARYING MODEL MAY BE SHOWN.
OFFERS NOT IN CONJUNCTION, OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY, SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. PREVIOUS SALES EXCLUDED. VEHICLE STOCK QUANTITIES VARY DAILY, RANKINGS BASED ON REGISTERED SALES FOR CHRYSTLER CORP *PRICES PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE. ALL FACTORY, ALLY BANK AND ARRIGO DISCOUNTS REBATES AND INCENTIVES APPLIED INCLUDING OWNER/LEASE LOYALTY REBATES IF QUALIFIED **WE WILL BEAT ANY LOCAL, VALID, PRINTED ADVERTISEMENT FROM ANOTHER AUTHORIZED DODGE CHRYSLER
OR JEEP DEALER WITHIN THE SE BUSINESS CENTER ZONE ON ANY NEW IDENTICALLY EQUIPPED IN STOCK VEHICLE. CUSTOMER MUST PRESENT COMPETITORS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE AND SUPPLY ACCURATE VIN NUMBER. COMPETITORS AD MUST BE DATED SAME DAY AS THE CUSTOMERS PURCHASE. IF WE BEAT THE COMPETITORS PRICE , YOU MUST BUY THE VEHICLE FROM ARRIGO. DEALER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO PURCHASE THE VEHICLE FROM THE OTHER DEALER. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY, SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE
DETAILS. †36 MONTH LEASE, 10K MILES PER YEAR. $3000 CASH OR TRADE EQUITY DUE AT SIGNING PLUS, TAX, TAG, TITLE, SECURITY DEPOSIT. ALL FACTORY, ALLY BANK AND ARRIGO DISCOUNTS REBATES AND INCENTIVES APPLIED INCLUDING OWNER/LEASE LOYALTY REBATES. PAYMENT PLUS TAX EACH MONTH. OFFER VALID ON SELECT MODELS TO QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS WITH MINIMUM 750 CREDIT SCORE, AND APPROVED TRU ALLY. *RESTRICTIONS AND LIMITATIONS APPLY TO MAINTENANCE PLAN AND ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE.

STORE HOURS:
Mon-Sat 8:30 AM - 9:00 PM 

Sun: 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM
SERVICE HOURS:

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 
Sat: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM • Sun: Closed

ArrigoFtPierce.com

1

Ulrich Rd

Saeger Ave
Easy St

Sunshine Blvd

O
le

an
de

r A
ve

Ft. Pierce • West Palm • Sawgrass

200
Touring

6TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......22,695
YOUR DOWN .....-5,000
WE MATCH .......-5,000

$12,695 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

30020
13

6TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......30,990
YOUR DOWN .....-5,000
WE MATCH .......-5,000

$20,990 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

Town & Country

4 TO CHOOSE FROM AT THIS PRICE

Ram
Cargo C/V

4TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......23,355
YOUR DOWN .....-4,500
WE MATCH .......-4,500

$14,355 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW ASRam 3500 SLT

Dually Crew Cab Diesel20
12

20
12

SALE PRICE .........49,105
YOUR DOWN ........-8,000
WE MATCH...........-8,000

$33,105 *
YOU PAY AS LOW AS

4 TO CHOOSE FROM AT THIS PRICE

6TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......24,185
YOUR DOWN .....-2,000
WE MATCH .......-2,000

$20,185 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

4TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......21,420
YOUR DOWN .....-3,500
WE MATCH .......-3,500

$14,420 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

Journey
SE

4TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......20,585
YOUR DOWN .....-3,500
WE MATCH .......-3,500

$13,585 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

LEATHER

REAR DVD

SALE PRICE........30,990
YOUR DOWN.......-4,000
WE MATCH .........-4,000

$22,990 *
YOU PAY AS LOW AS

$279LEASE FOR
AS LOW AS

Per
Mo.

†OR

2013

2013

Avenger
SALE PRICE .......19,990
YOUR DOWN ......-4,000
WE MATCH ........-4,000

$11,990 *
YOU PAY AS LOW AS

2013

6 TO CHOOSE FROM AT THIS PRICE

2013

Dart
SXT 

12TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......20,905
YOUR DOWN .....-3,500
WE MATCH .......-3,500

$13,905 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

2013

Ram
1500

6TO 
CHOOSE  
FROM AT 

THIS PRICE

SALE PRICE......26,065
YOUR DOWN .....-4,500
WE MATCH .......-4,500

$17,065 *YOU 
PAY 
AS 
LOW AS

2013 

Compass
Sport

2013 

Patriot Sport
SALE PRICE .......17,985
YOUR DOWN ......-3,500
WE MATCH ........-3,500

$10,985 *
YOU PAY AS LOW AS

2013

2 TO CHOOSE FROM AT THIS PRICE

Wrangler
Sport

2013 

• Family owned/operated 
for 22 years!

• The Largest Volume
Dealer in the World!

• Free 2-Year Maintenance Plan! 
• Free Roadside Assistance Plan!
• Saturday Service Hours!
• No Service Appointment

Necessary!
• 90 Service Bays!
• Child Playroom Area!
• Free WiFi

AND SO MUCH MORE!

ARRIGO

JUST
ARRIVED!
Brand New 2013

GET PRE-APPROVED CREDIT
ArrigoFtPierce.COM

Bankruptcies… Divorce… Slow Pay… 
Repossessions… Foreclosures…1st Time Buyer… 
IF YOU WORK...YOU DRIVE!

#

Based on total
combined sales
of 3 locations
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