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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Local law enforcement is asking parents to 
have a heightened awareness of where their 
children are due to an unidentifi ed man trying 
to coax young children into his van.

According to information released by the 
Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), 
the man approached at least two children in 
different areas of the county Thursday, April 

11. Fortunately, neither child got in the van.
OCSO Public Information Offi cer Michele 

Bell said the man is described as white or 
Hispanic. He is approximately 5-foot-9-inches 
with a thin build. A witness said the man has a 
full beard with no mustache, blue eyes, black 
hair and a crew cut. He was last seen wearing 
a pink-, blue- and green-striped shirt and tan 
pants.

The witness told OCSO deputies he spoke 

in broken Spanish but had a Middle Eastern 
accent.

He was last seen in the DeBerry Gardens 
area in an older model blue van with a taxi 
sign in the windshield on the driver’s side. The 
make and model of the van are unknown at 
this time.

“Our children are our number one asset. 
Their safety is very important to all of us,” said 

Man in blue van trying to pick up kids

County youth 
basketball teams
undefeated   
           ... Page 16

Nurses offer 
advice   ... Page 8

21 arrests made 
in Operation 
Dry Spring   
            ... Page 11
Taxi license rules 
questioned
           ... Page 13

See page 4 for information about 
how to contact this newspaper.

‘Pow! Pow!’: 15-year-old 
accused of threatening 
student with BB gun
By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An eighth-grade student at the Okeechobee 
Achievement Academy was arrested after he 
allegedly pointed a BB gun pistol at another 
student on a school bus and went “Pow! 

Pow!”
And when the student 

got up from her seat, Shane 
Zachary Wilkinson, 15, al-
legedly told her: “I can still 
shoot you from here.”

Arrest reports state the 
gun was not loaded.

Wilkinson, S.E. Eighth 
Ave. was later arrested on 
Thursday, April 11, on a fel-
ony charge of aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon with no intent to kill. He was booked 

into the Okeechobee County Jail then taken to
the St. Lucie Regional Detention Center in Fort
Pierce.

An arrest report by Deputy and School Re-
source Offi cer Donnie Holmes, of the Okeecho-
bee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), stated that
when he searched Wilkinson on bus #28 he
saw the pistol in the waistband of the teen’s
pants.

Deputy Holmes said the pistol was a .177
caliber Colt Defender.

Teen has BB gun on school bus

Shane
Wilkinson

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Does the county’s participation the State 
Housing Initiative Partnership (SHIP) Program 
hurt or help low income residents?

Statistics discussed at the April 11 meeting of 
the Okeechobee County Commission showed 
a high rate of foreclosures for those who par-
ticipated in the program which is designed to 
help low income residents buy a home.

The commissioners considered the data 
from those who participated in the SHIP pro-
gram 2006-2011 and found that during the re-
ported time frame of those who received SHIP 
funding to help purchase a home, 38 percent 
of very low income homeowners defaulted, 

62 percent of low income homeowners de-
faulted and 25 percent of moderate income 
homeowners defaulted.

“There are some arguments about whether 
it helps or not,” said county administrator Rob-
bie Chartier.

She said the SHIP funds can be used to 

rehabilitate existing homes or to help low in-

come residents buy a home. She said it might

be more helpful to the county to use the mon-

ey for rehab.

“If you are doing the rehab, you are making

Does SHIP hurt or help home buyers?

Number of 
units

Very Low Low Moderate Very Low Low Moderate Very Low Low Moderate
2011 1 0 0 0 0 0 N/A N/A N/A
2010 2 3 1 1 3 0 2 2 1
2009 4 4 3 3 2 0 2 3 0
2008 5 5 4 2 3 0 2 4 0
2007 5 4 5 3 2 0 N/A N/A N/A
2006 4 5 3 2 2 0 2 4 3

Purchase Assistance Rehabiliation Defaults and Foreclosures

See SHIP — Page 10

See GUN — Page 10

See VAN — Page 12
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TALLAHASSEE—Secretary of State Ken 
Detzner announced Thursday that Okeecho-
bee Main Street is the Florida Main Street 
Program of the Month for April 2013. The 
selection for this award is based on the 
Okeechobee program’s involvement and 
active participation in the Florida Main Street 
Program.

“While Okeechobee is known for its great 
fi shing and hunting grounds, Okeechobee 
Main Street has helped build community 
spirit for the downtown area and revitalized 
many projects,” said Sec. Detzner. “Main 
Street has played a critical role in preserving 
and supporting the community of Okeecho-
bee with revitalization efforts and commu-
nity festivals.”

Okeechobee Main Street hosts some of 
the biggest events in Okeechobee, including 
the Speckled Perch Festival and Pageant and 
the Top of the Lake Art Festival. The Speck-
led Perch Festival is the city’s longest run-
ning festival. Since its start in 1965, the festi-
val has provided entertainment for residents 

and visitors of all ages, including a parade, 
rodeo and pageant.

Since its designation as a Main Street 
community in 2004, volunteers have also 
donated more than 51,000 hours of their 
time to meetings and events.

To learn more about Okeechobee Main 
Street, contact Cindy Birdashaw at 863-357-
6246.

Florida Main Street is a technical assis-
tance program of the Bureau of Historic 
Preservation, managed by the Florida De-
partment of State’s Division of Historical 
Resources. The bureau conducts statewide 
programs aimed at identifying, evaluating 
and preserving Florida’s historical resourc-
es.

Main Street, with its emphasis on pres-
ervation, is an effective strategy for achiev-
ing these goals in Florida’s historic retail 
districts. Since 1985, the bureau has offered 
manager training, consultant team visits, de-
sign and other technical assistance, as well 
as the benefi t of experience gained by other 
Florida Main Street programs.

Okeechobee Main Street honored

Special to the Okeechobee News

Inaugural year of Okeechobee County 
Ag Venture a success!
Newly appointed Okeechobee County Ag Venture board members are: (left 
to right) Lindsay Mann, secretary, Cindy Birdashaw, treasurer, Melissa Mon-
tesDeOca, vice president, and Diane Davies - existing president. The new of-
fi cers were attending to details of the upcoming Ag Venture presented by TD 
Bank. Approximately 500 Okeechobee County fourth graders will attend the 
event.

Today: Partly cloudy 
with a chance of rain, then a 
chance of a thunderstorm and 
a chance of rain in the after-
noon. High of 88F. Winds from 
the SE at 10 to 15 mph. Chance 
of rain 30%.

Tonight: Overcast with a chance of a 
thunderstorm and a chance of rain in the eve-
ning, then mostly cloudy. Fog overnight. Low 
of 66F. Winds from the SE at 5 to 10 mph.

Extended Forecast
Monday: Overcast in the morning, then 

partly cloudy with a chance of a thunderstorm 
and rain. Fog early. High of 86F. Winds from 
the SE at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 20%. 

Monday Night: Partly cloudy with a 
chance of a thunderstorm and rain. Fog 
overnight. Low of 66F. Winds from the ESE 
at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 30%. 

Okeechobee Forecast
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Residential Commercial

FREE Estimates

Roofing with the name you trust!

Licensed and Insured  St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake 

863-763-ROOF (7663)

& REPAIRS
ROOFING

Available 24/7

http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Tiles2.aspx?sortby=type&type=Florida

View all our online sections in the comfort of your own home or on the go!

Friday, October 26, 2012
  

Supplement to the:

CONSULT-A-NURSE ®  For Free Physician Referral & Health Care Questions call 763-9228

Providing our community quality 

healthcare services with a personal 

touch for more than 30 years

 Emergency Services - 24 hrs /7 days a week

Orthopedics - Introducing Dr. Benjamin Epstein

 Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy

Radiology Services -  Accredited by the 

American College of Radiology in:

CT Scan, Digital Mammography, MRI, Nuclear Medicine, & Ultrasound

Surgical Services - Minimally Invasive 

Procedures/ Inpatient and Outpatient Services

 Occupational Health / Workers’ Compensation

We Treat Kids Too!

Available year-round at florida.newszap.com
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Call to Schedule your eye appontment today!

763-3937

606 North Parrott Avenue

www.biglakeeyecare.com 

Big Lake 

   Eye Care
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On Sunday, April 7, Audubon Florida and 
Hendry-Glades Audubon celebrated the fi rst 
Everglades Day in a special event on the 
north side of Lake Okeechobee and Light-

sey’s Restaurant. Last year the Florida Legis-
lature designated April 7 as Everglades Day in 
honor of the birthday of Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas, a legendary Everglades advocate.

The main event of the day was presen-
tation of Audubon’s fi rst ever Sustainable 
Rancher of the Year Award to Jimmy Wohl 
of Rafter T Ranch. This award recognizes a 
rancher who has exemplifi ed commitment 
to stewardship and conservation on lands 
in the Northern Everglades. Wohl has set an 
example in working to store and clean wa-
ter on his ranch through participation in the 
Florida Ranchlands Environmental Services 
Program and now the Payment for Environ-
mental Services program. His outstanding 
work shows how ranchers can make simple 
adjustments on working landscapes to max-
imize benefi ts for the environment.

As part of the day’s festivities, attendees 
went on a tour of Lake Okeechobee’s marsh. 
There was an impressive fl eet  of airboats, 
thanks to generous donation of airboats and 
their captains from the South Florida Water 
Management District, Florida Fish and Wild-
life Commission and of course, Audubon 
Florida’s own Dr. Paul Gray. 

Everglades Foundation board mem-
ber Nathaniel Reed implored the audience 
to take decisive steps to protect our lake’s 
health. Audubon Florida’s Executive Direc-
tor Eric Draper, Hendry Glades Audubon 
President Margaret England, Ernie Barnett 
from the SFWMD, Col. Dodd of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, and Okeechobee 
County Commissioner Bryant Culpepper all 
spoke to the importance of Lake Okeecho-
bee for the region and for the communities 
surrounding the big lake.

Rancher honored by Audubon Society

Special to the Okeechobee News
Audubon’s Eric Draper and Charles Lee present the award to Jimmy Wohl.

Special to the Okeechobee News/SES

Students of the week
Congratulations to the Students of the Week at South Elementary for the 
week of March 18 - 22. They are: Br’shiya Williams, Emilee Resendiz, Rosio 
Aguilar, Alex Blower, Caleb Murphy, Alley Popovich, Jasmine Desai, Kora 
Lemmerman, Erin Prieto, Joy Whipple, Kyler Morgan, Madyson McGuin-
ness, Lonna McClenithan, Justyn Scruggs and Shea Hummel.



By Mark Mayers, LMFT,
CAP of Real Life Children’s Ranch

Psychologists report that one of the ques-
tions people often ask of themselves is “How 
do I measure up?” This question is paramount 
in regard to how we see ourselves and how 
we see the world around us. Friends, media, 
music, peers, job performance and family all 
infl uence our perspective of who we are and 
whether on not we have what it takes in life 
to succeed. The most important voice in our 
life, however, should be that of our Creator. 
Ultimately it is what He says and thinks about 
us that matters the most. 

As we examine the Scripture we fi nd that 
God does in fact “so love the world.” Not 
only did He send His Son to save us from 
hell but God also, through Christ’s death on 
the cross, made us complete and eternally 
successful. Here are just some of the truths 
about who we are in Christ: We are com-
plete in Him Who is the Head of all principal-
ity and power (Colossians 2:10); we are alive 
with Christ (Ephesians 2:5); we are free from 
the law of sin and death (Romans 8:2); we 
are free from oppression, and fear does not 
come near me (Isaiah 54:14); we are born of 

God, and the evil one does not touch us (1
John 5:18); we are holy and without blame
before Him in love (Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter
1:16); we have the mind of Christ (1 Corin-
thians 2:16; Philippians 2:5); we have the
Greater One living in us; greater is He Who
is in me than he who is in the world (1 John
4:4); we have received the gift of righteous-
ness and reign as a king in life by Jesus Christ
(Romans 5:17); we have received the spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of Jesus, the eyes of our understanding being
enlightened (Ephesians 1:17-18); we can do
all things through Christ Jesus (Philippians
4:13).

Our identity should come from the one
who made and formed us. It should come
from the one who loves us so much that he
sent His only Son to give us eternal life. But
not only did He give us eternal life He also
gave us a new and glorious identify. This is
what His grace is all about. It is the unmer-
ited favor of God that gives us the power
to live as God has called us to live. May we
never doubt how much God loves us, may
we never doubt how special He has made
us to be and may we never take His grace
for granted.

IRS reading your e-mail
• I’m betting that had this been done un-

der a Republican Administration, the Lame 
Stream Media would be conducting some-
thing close to a proctology exam. But it isn’t, 
so they sorta kinda ignore it. Surprised. From 
the news. “The Internal Revenue Service 
doesn’t believe it needs a search warrant 
to read your e-mail ... An IRS 2009 Search 
Warrant Handbook obtained by the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union argues that “emails 
and other transmissions generally lose their 
reasonable expectation of privacy and thus 
their Fourth Amendment protection once 
they have been sent from an individual’s 
computer.” The handbook was prepared by 
the Offi ce of Chief Counsel for the Criminal 
Tax Division and obtained through the Free-
dom of Information Act.”

Turn signals
• In response to the calls about turn 

signals, one place that using turn signals is 
absolutely essential is at the 4-way stops. 
When several cars pull up to a 4-way stop, 
you need to indicate to the other drivers 
which way you plan to go. If you don’t use a 
turn signal, they are going to assume you are 
going straight. Have a little consideration for 
the other drivers and give them a clue what 
you plan to do.

Trash cans
• Once again the trash was all over the 

neighborhood this week. Folks, you simply 
can’t put your trash cans out the night be-
fore unless they have locking lids. And don’t 
blame the neighborhood dogs. There are 
raccoons, opossums, skunks, foxes and coy-
otes in most areas of the county. You might 
be surprised to fi nd how many wild animals 
live within prowling distance of your home. 
They can smell the garbage and they will go 
after it. These animals are nocturnal. They 
are prowling at night when you are asleep 
in bed. 

License to operate a business
• It’s a sad day in Okeechobee once 

again when doing the right thing as a busi-
ness owner doesn’t apply to all businesses 
in this town. Each business has to have a 
license to operate to perform specifi c ser-
vices. Each business has to carry insurance 
and workers comp specifi c to the services 
performed. So, tell me how can an outside 
job be performed on a commercial building 
being built on Highway 441 (just outside the 
city limits) by a business who isn’t licensed, 
qualifi ed or insured to perform that job. 
There are at least 10 listings in the phone 
book of licensed, insured and qualifi ed busi-
nesses. I guess none of those were avail-
able. It wouldn’t matter who was awarded 
the job as long as they were QUALIFIED and 
LICENSED to do the work. Once again, this 
isn’t the right way to conduct business in this 
small town, but it’s happening right under 
our noses. We as a community need to de-
mand equal treatment for all businesses in 
order for our community to grow and new 
enterprises to form. It shouldn’t be based on 
the adage, IT’S ALL IN WHO YOU KNOW. My 
dealings with this business will be moved to 
another local business, who will appreciate 
me as a customer.

False insurance claim
• If a man is in this country illegally, us-

ing a false Social Security number to work 
and arrested on charges of fi ling false work-
man’s comp charges, why on earth was he 
released on bond?

April 14, 20134 Okeechobee News OPINION

Public Forum/Speak Out Refl ections from the pulpit
Speak Out has moved online, where 

it is quicker and easier to share your 
ideas and converse with others. Go to 
www.newszap.com, click on the com-
munity name and your local or state 
Public Forum. There, you can create 
new topics or comment on existing 
topics. What follows is a sam pling of 
some of the discussions currently tak-
ing place. Thanks for participating!

The April 15 tax-fi ling deadline is fast ap-
proaching. Some taxpayers may fi nd that 
they need more time to fi le their tax returns. 
If you need extra time, you can get an auto-
matic six-month extension from the IRS.

Here are fi ve important things you need to 
know about fi ling an extension:

1. Extra time to fi le is not extra time to 
pay. You may request an extension of time 
to fi le your federal tax return to get an extra 
six months to fi le, until Oct. 15. Although an 
extension will give you an extra six months 
to get your tax return to the IRS, it does not 
extend the time you have to pay any tax you 
owe. You will owe interest on any amount 
not paid by the April 15 deadline. You may 
also owe a penalty for failing to pay on time.

2. File on time even if you can’t pay. If you 
complete your return but you can’t pay the 
full amount due, do not request an extension. 
File your return on time and pay as much as 
you can. You should pay the balance as soon 
as possible to minimize penalty and interest 
charges. If you need more time to pay, you 
can apply for a payment plan using the On-
line Payment Agreement tool on IRS.gov. You 
can also send Form 9465, Installment Agree-

ment Request, with your return. If you are un-
able to make payments because of a fi nancial 
hardship, the IRS will work with you. Call the 
IRS at 800-829-1040 to discuss your options.

3. Use Free File to request an extension. 
Everyone can use IRS Free File to e-fi le their 
extension request. Free File is available exclu-
sively through the IRS.gov website. You must 
e-fi le the request by midnight on April 15. If 
you e-fi le your extension request, the IRS will 
acknowledge receipt of your request.

4. Use Form 4868 if you fi le a paper form. 
You can request an extension of time to fi le 
by submitting Form 4868, Application for Au-
tomatic Extension of Time to File U.S. Indi-
vidual Income Tax Return. You must submit 
this form to the IRS by April 15. Form 4868 is 
available on IRS.gov.

5. Electronic funds withdrawal. If you e-
fi le an extension request, you can also pay 
any balance due by authorizing an electronic 
funds withdrawal from a checking or savings 
account. To do this you will need your bank 
routing and account numbers.

For information about fi ling an extension 
and the various methods of paying your tax-
es, visit the IRS website at IRS.gov.

Need more time to fi le your income tax?

The Friday, April 12, edition of the 
Okeechobee News contained an error. In 
the photo headlined “May 1 is Law Day,” At-
torney Glenn Sneider was identifi ed as the 
president of the Okeechobee County Bar 
Association. This was incorrect. Mr. Sneider 
is a member of the association and was at 
the meeting as its representative, but he is 
not the president. According to the Florida 
Bar Association, Deborah M. Hooker is the 
president of the Okeechobee County Bar As-
sociation. We regret the error and any confu-
sion that it may have caused.

Correction
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Call a PRO fessional

JONES EQUIPMENTEst. 
1989

4558 US Hwy 441 S.E.
Okeechobee, FL 

1-888-683-7853     863-763-5342
Cargo • Auto • Utility Trailers & Parts

203 SE 2nd St.
Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

Diane Wood, RN
Administrator

www.grandoaks.org

License 
AL11944

Home of honest and reliable service 
C J Boone

198 Hwy 98 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972
(863) 357-2431 • 800-432-1064 • FAX (863) 357-6723

www.slbatterytire.com

Process 
Service 

PS-06-17
Bail

Bonds

Gregory Gernat 
588 NE 28th Ave., Okeechobee, FL 34972

863-357-2888 or toll Free 877-568-3864

UNIQUE SERVICES

“All” UPHOLSTERY
Auto - Boat - Airplanes

In Okeechobee 26 Years

In Business 53 years

Ivor Newsum           863-357-1717
129 NW 13th St. Okeechobee, FL 34972

www.hi-tekautomotive.com

Mon- Fri
8am - 5:30 
Sat. 8am -1pm

An affordable way to advertise your business

Mike Jones Guide Service
4 -6-8 Hour Trips • Completely Rigged Bass Boats

Pontoon Boat - Parties of 4-6 • Fishing Tackle Furnished 
Artificial Bait • Corporate Parties Welcome 

Fish Mounting Available • Fishing 365 Days a Year
• Customer Supplied Bait 

ENJOY THE BEST of Okeechobee and Surrounding Lakes

863-261-5243
mikejonesguideservice.com • mjones1061@aol.com

BASS FISHING 

M&M Auto Brokers, Inc.
   Buy Here! Pay Here!
As 
low as 

$500 Down
    Easy Payment CASH FOR JUNK!

We’ll Work 
with you!

Call Mitch (863) 763-0330
Cell 954-214-8877 
mandmautobrokersinc.com

3565 Hwy 441 N., Okeechobee

Sales  Service
Installation

HEATING

Now offering whole house air purification
Duct Cleaning $30 per vent

Chris Ricciardi 561-222-3271 

1771 SW Mackenzie St. Pt. St.Lucie
#CAC1816754

AIR CONDITIONING 
LLC.

Cho
ice Automotive& Custom Exhaust

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Computer Diagnostics 
NOW OFFERING New and Used Tires

863-467-6633
Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

704 NE 2nd Ave. 
Okeechobee, FL  

Ron’s Old Coins 
Gold & Silver Coins 

Buying & Selling
• Estates

Dealer & Appraiser

(863)261-4714
(863) 261-2078

3100 S. Hwy 441, Bay# 113
Okeechobee, FL 34974

(In the Flea Market) 

An affordable 
way to 

advertise your 
business

To advertise on this 
page Email 

okeeadsales@
newszap.com
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Obituaries should be submitted to
the Okeechobee News by e-mailing  
obits@newszap.com. Customers may also
request photos and links to online guest 
books. A link to the obituaries is available at 
www.newszap.com.

Darryl J. Rogers, 61
OKEECHOBEE — Darryl J. Rogers passed 

away April 6, 2013. He was born July 4, 1951 in 
Ohio. 

He was a member of the Seventh Day Adven-
tist Church, 32nd Degree Mason of 25 years, 
Twice Worthy Patron of Eastern Star, member 
of Shriners and Scottish Rite.

Mr. Rogers was predeceased by his brother, 
Richard “Dick” Rogers.

He is survived by his wife of 22 years, Brenda 
Rogers; parents, Kenneth and Martha Rogers of 
Middletown, Ohio; and best friend, Joe Hutton.

No local services will be held.
Those wishing to leave a message of condo-

lence may sign the online register book at, 
www.BuxtonFuneralHome.com. 

All arrangements are entrusted to the care of 
Buxton Funeral Home, 400 North Parrott Ave-
nue, Okeechobee Florida 34972.

Milo ‘Mike’ Richard 
McCranie, 68

OKEECHOBEE — Milo “Mike” Richard McCra-
nie died Tuesday, April 9, 2013 at the Hamrick 
Hospice House of 
Okeechobee.

Mr. McCranie was 
born on Aug. 13, 
1944 in Lakeland, 
Fla. the son of Julius 
Bruton and Melba 
Lippett McCranie. 
Mike worked for the 
Okeechobee county 
School Board for 31 
years in the capacity 
of Teacher, Principal 
and Director of Programs. Mike received his 
Bachelor’s Degree from LaGrange College in La-
Grange Ga. and his Master’s Degree from Florida 
Atlantic University in Boca Raton, Florida. He 
was a member of the Episcopal Church of Our 
Savior in Okeechobee, Fla.

He is survived  by his wife of 37 years, Pamela 
McCrainie of Okeechobee; son, Major Michael 
Brian McCranie (Marcy) of Hawaii; brother, 
James B. McCranie (Gail) of Vero Beach; two 
granddaughters, Kylie and Ella McCranie of Ha-
waii; a niece and nephew of Vero Beach.

A Memorial service will be held at 4 p.m. on 
Monday, April 15, 2013 at the Episcopal Church 
of Our Savior, 200 NW 3rd St., Okeechobee, FL.. 
with the Father Edward Weiss offi ciating. Re-
ception to follow in Parish Hall.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial contributions can 
be made to the Hamrick Hospice House, PO 
Box 1548, Okeechobee, FL 34973.

William ‘Bill’ Rennie, II, 80
OKEECHOBEE — William “Bill” Rennie, II 

passed away at the young age of 80 on April 10, 
2013. Born March 
24, 1933 in Buffalo, 
N.Y. to the late Dr. 
William and Mrs. 
Selena Rennie, Sr. 

A dedicated and 
loving husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, 
and friend to many. 
Bill enjoyed tending 
to his rose bushes 
and orchids, playing 
cards, and deep sea fi shing.  He obtained a 
Bachelor Degree in Engineer from Buffalo State 
SUNY.  Bill retired in 1995 as a State of Califor-
nia Building Offi cial to South Florida with his 
wife.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Dianne 
Rennie. 

He is survived by his four children, William 
Rennie, III of Nevada City, Calif., Susan Rennie 
Ashton of Pocatello, Idaho, Geoff Rennie (Don-
na), of Auburn, Calif., and Matthew Rennie of 
Nashville, Calif.; seven grandchildren, Jennifer 
Ashton, Samantha Hartley (William), Jessica 
Ashton, Micah Ashton, Rosanna Rennie, Mi-
chael Rennie, and Amanda Rennie; fi ve great-
grandchildren, Danny Spears, Chase Hartley, 
Ryder Hartley, Adrien Armstrong, and Isabella 
Armstrong; and brother-in-law, Tom Burrell. 

In lieu of fl owers, a memorial donation can be 
made to the American Cancer Society, P.O. Box 
22718, Oklahoma City, OK 73123-1718 to help 
fi ght back against cancer. 

A private burial ceremony will be held in Willi-
amsville, NY. 

Those wishing to leave a message of condo-
lence may sign the online register book at, 
www.BuxtonFuneralHome.com. 

All arrangements are entrusted to the care of 
Buxton Funeral Home, 400 North Parrott Ave-
nue, Okeechobee Florida 34972.

Choose how you want
your news published

Put yourself in print! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,

click on  your community,
and then on the link

for Publish Your News.
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Community Events
Brought
to you by:

ECHOLS Plumbing & AC
863.763.6461

Lic#CAC1817236

Legion opens Sunday bingo
American Legion 64 will once again host 

Sunday night Bingo beginning on April 14, 
at 6:30 p.m. Doors open at 5 p.m. The kitch-
en will offer a limited menu. Payoffs will be 
determined by player attendance. All pro-
ceeds to benefi t the American Legion veter-
ans’ programs. On April 21 and 28 there will 
be no bingo because of the spring festival. 
The event is open to the public.

Breakfast benefi ts Drill Team
Please help Bits and Spurs 4-H Drill team 

get to the state fi nals with a home cooked 
breakfast for $6 sponsored by Masonic 
Lodge 237 on Sunday, April 14, from 8-11 
a.m. at 107 N.W. Fifth Ave. For information, 
call 863-801-3599.

The Orchid Club to meet
The Orchid Club will meet on Monday, 

April 15, at 7 p.m. at the Extension Center, 451 
U.S. 98 N. The Garden Club meets at 6 p.m. 
Discuss your problem plant or bring a plant to 
show. For information, call 863-763-6469.

Historical Society to meet
The Okeechobee Historical Society will 

hold their regular membership meeting on 
Monday, April 15, beginning at noon in the 
Museum Building on U.S. 98. Anyone inter-
ested in joining the society is welcome to 
attend—just bring a covered dish to share. 
Dues are $10 per year.

Medicare seminar planned
The Heritage Assisted Living Facility will 

hold a Medicare benefi ts seminar on Tues-
day, April 16, at 7 p.m. located at 608 N.E. 
Second Ave. (behind Rita’s furniture). The 
speakers will be Jennifer Adams and Laurie 
Green, licensed sales agents. We care about 
your unique needs and want you to have a 
great health care experience. The public is 
welcome.  Adult day care services are avail-
able at no cost. For information, call 863-763-
1700.

Big ‘O’ Basin meeting slated
A meeting to discuss the Lake Okeecho-

bee Basin Management Plan is set for Tues-
day, April 16, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Okeechobee Service Center, 3800 N.W. 16th 
Blvd., Suite A. The discussion will include 
Indian Prairie, Taylor Creek and Nubbins 
Slough. For more information, go ontine 
to http://publicfi les.dep.state.fl .us/DEAR/
BMAP/LakeOkeechobee/, or contact Beth 
Alvi at 850-245-8559, or Elizabeth.Alvi@dep.
state.fl .us.

Shrine holds spaghetti dinner
The Okeechobee Shrine Club, at 1740 

S.W. 53rd St., will hold a spaghetti dinner 
on Tuesday, April 16, from 4 - 7 p.m. and  
reservations are not required. The Shrine 
Club is please to offer smoke free dinning. 
For your listening and dancing pleasure, mu-
sic is provided 5 - 8 p.m. The complete din-
ner is available for a donation of only $6. All 
proceeds benefi t Shrine charities. For more 
information, contact: Kip Gardner at 863-
357-0427; Dr. Randall Mims at 863-763-9200; 
or, the Shrine Club at 863-763-3378.

Hospice holds fi nal yard sale
Hospice of Okeechobee’s next yard sale 

is on Wednesday, April 17, and Thursday, 
April 18, from 8 a.m. until noon. This will be 
their last yard sale until September. For in-
formation, call 863-467-2321 or see our web 
page www.hospiceofokeechobee.org and 
click on Events tab.

Florida storyteller at Library
For all ages, storyteller Katie Adams will 

give a program on Florida folktales at the 
Okeechobee County Library on Thursday, 
April 18, at 5 p.m. The backwoods of old 
Florida will meander through your mind 
as Katie Adams tells stories from Florida’s 
cracker heritage. For information, call 863-
763-3536.

Democratic Committee to meet
The Okeechobee Democratic Executive 

Committee will hold their regular monthly 
meeting on Thursday, April 18, begin-
ning at 6 p.m. in the meeting room of Beef 
O’Brady’s. Reports will be made on the 
State Democratic Meeting at this time. All in-
terested Democrats are invited to attend.

Elks host Spring Fling
The Lake Okeechobee Elks Lodge will 

host a Spring Fling Italian buffet and dance at 

the VFW South Post, 3912 S.E. 38th Ave., on 

Saturday, April 20, from 6 to 10 p.m. Tickets

are on sale at Jones Supply, 801 S.W. Park 

Street. For information, call 863-467-2658.
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Free Checking

We Believe In You.

Completely 
Free Business 
Checking 
This free business checking option is
convenient and opens up a world of 

features to your business no matter the size. 

No Minimum Balance 
No Monthly Maintenance Fee 
Free Online Banking with Bill Pay
Free Business Debit MasterCard© 
500 Free Monthly Transaction Items*
Up to $10,000 Cash 
Deposited Per Month Free

We Believe In You 
And Your Business!

Tabitha Trent
Branch Manager/VP

Open A New Business Checking Account 
& Get up to $125 OFF Standard Checks to get started!

*if you deposit more than $10,000 in currency or if more than 500 items process through this 
account monthly on a regular basis, we may notify you that the account may need to be 
transferred to CSB’s commercial analysis checking product.

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists

• Metal & Shingle Roofs 

• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m. 
Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

(863) 763-3127

OKEECHOBEE
LIVESTOCK MARKET

1055 
U.S. 98 
North

St. Lucie County Fairgrounds
15601 W Midway Rd • 866.611.0442

7 artists
300 acres of country music
Gone-Country.com Airboat show, kidz zone, vendors,

mechanical bull, adult beverages, food and tons 

of cowgirls and cowboys!

Breast Cancer 
Benefit Concert!
Fort Pierce

Featuring the 
REDNECK 
WOMAN

HERSELF

April 

20th

Gates open

at noon

Ends at 11pm

with Gone 

Country

after party

GRETCHEN

WILSON

Buy tickets online at

gone-country.com OR at any

Cowboys BBQ & Steak Co. 

location and Eli’s Western Wear in 

Okeechobee!

Tickets $15 presale

$19 at the gate

Kids under

13 are FREE
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Okeechobee Livestock Market Report

Not much going on this week. 
Slow. Prices were fairly steady. 
Lackluster slaughter cow market. 
Calf prices still fairly strong but 
not quite at the level everyone has 
been hoping for. Room for im-
provement!

Gary Dymmek, Kissimmee, 
topped the calf market with a high 
of $2.50 bought by D & S Cattle.

Bar Crescent S, Okeechobee, 
topped the cow market with a high 
of 82.00 bought by Central Beef.

Okeechobee Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation has started a fundraising ef-
fort to restore their arena on Hwy. 
441. You can look for information 
on their website at www.Okeecho-
beeCattlemensAssociation.com.

See ya next week,
Todd

LAKELAND—The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) Wednesday, lowered its es-
timate of the 2012-2013 Florida orange crop 
by one million boxes to 138 million boxes.

The Valencia variety accounted for the de-
cline going from 72 million boxes in March 
to 71 million this month. Early-mid varieties 
remained at 67 million boxes.

The USDA makes its initial estimate in 
October of each year and revises it monthly 
as the crop takes shape until the end of the 
season in July. The USDA’s October orange 
estimate was 154 million boxes.

“This is not unexpected,” said Michael 
W. Sparks, executive VP/CEO of Florida Cit-
rus Mutual. “We have experienced unprec-
edented fruit drop as a result of dry weather 
and severe disease challenges from HLB, or 
citrus greening. Those factors have contrib-
uted to the current situation.”

Visit www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_
State/Florida/Publications/Citrus/cpfp.htm 
for the complete USDA estimate. During the 
2011-2012 season, Florida produced 146.6 
million boxes of oranges. The 2012-2013 
Florida grapefruit estimate held at 17 million 
boxes. Tangerines decreased to 3.5 million 
boxes while tangelos stayed at 1 million 
boxes. The yield for from concentrate or-
ange juice (FCOJ) remained at 1.61 gallons 
per 90-pound box. The Florida citrus indus-
try creates a $9 billion annual economic im-
pact, employing nearly 76,000 people, and 
covering about 550,000 acres. 

Orange crop 
estimate down
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Professional | Principled | Passionate

Family Law | Criminal Law | Civil Litigation 

863.467.6570 • 863.467.1968 (FAX)
200 SW 9th St., Okeechobee, FL 34974
gjs@sneiderlaw.com | sneiderlaw.com

Many procedures available to 
treat these conditions are  

minimally invasive  
and allow for less pain and  

a quicker recovery.

DID YOU 
KNOW...  

Raulerson Hospital always provides patients with personal  
comfort and care. To learn more visit raulersonhospital.com.  

For a free physicianreferral, call 763-9228.

there are  
Women’s Services available  

at Raulerson Hospital  
to treat conditions such as:
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Consult-A-Nurse is a free community ser-
vice provided by the HCA Hospitals in your 
area. It is designed to help you fi nd the doc-
tor who fi ts your specifi c needs. Finding the 
right physician can be challenging. Whether 
you are new to the area or just exploring 
your options, there are many things you will 
need to consider before establishing a rela-
tionship with a physician, including:

• The right medical skills and experi-
ence;

• Someone you and your family feel 
comfortable with;

• Offi ce hours and a location to fi t your 
schedule;

• Participation in your insurance plan or 
healthcare network.

In addition to Consult-A-Nurse’s physi-
cian referral services, Consult-A-Nurse can 
be contacted for information on free com-
munity healthcare programs and screen-
ings, like Raulerson Hospital’s Dine with the 
Doctor program, Better Breathers class, and 
more. Consult-A-Nurse’s staff provide up-to-
date details on community events at HCA 
hospitals near you.

Even if you are not seeking a doctor or 
a health-related community event, you may 
still want to keep Consult-A-Nurse’s phone 
number handy because they provide live 

registered nurses 24/7 for consultation and 
prompt answers to your health-related 
questions. Consult-A-Nurse nurses do not 
diagnose conditions, but provide health in-
formation in an effort to help callers fi nd an 
answer to their health questions. Consult-A-
Nurse is fast, convenient and free. Call Con-
sult-A-Nurse at 863-763-9228.

Consult-A-Nurse provides 
free health information

School board honors students and staff

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
Okeechobee students were honored at the April 9 meeting of the Okeecho-
bee County School Board. Left to right, OHS English teacher Jim Leidy 
gave awards for creative writing to Cody Walker and Ryan Tedders, who 
also won contests with IRSC this year for their grade level.

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
(Photo at left) North Elementary School Principal Pat McCoy (right) was 
honored for her work on behalf of United for Families and Foster Children on 
the Treasure Coast. Superintendent of Schools Ken Kenworthy presented 
the award Tuesday.
(Photo at right) Linda Davis (left) won the Golden Mouse Award for the third 
nine weeks of the year. The award honors teachers who use new technology 
in their classroom. Superintendent Ken Kenworthy presented the award to 
Mrs. Davis.

Blood drives planned
The Big Red Bus bloodmobile will be 

in Okeechobee this month as follows:
Friday, April 12 – County Health Dept, 

NW 9th Ave., 1 – 4 p.m.
Friday, April 12 – Publix, 1 – 6 p.m.
Sunday, April 14 – Knights of Colum-

bus, St. Theresa Catholic Church, Buck-
head Ridge, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Thursday, April 18 – Wal Mart, Noon 
– 5 p.m.

Friday, April 19 – Samboree at KOA, 10 
a.m. – 3 p.m.

Friday, April 19 –Seacoast National 
Bank, South 441, 11:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Friday, April 19 – Walgeen’s, 1 – 7 
p.m.

Sunday, April 21 – Golden Corral, 11 
a.m. – 4 p.m.

Saturday, April 27 – Wal Mart, 11 a.m. 
- 4 p.m.
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Highway 721 west of  Lake Okeechobee 
on the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation

17735 Reservation Road 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

1.800.360.9875
seminolebrightoncasino.com

NEW NON-SMOKING SLOT AREA!

Like us 
on Facebook

SEMINOLE 
BRIGHTON 

CASINO

See Player’s Club for more details. Management reserves the right to change or cancel this promotion 
at any time based on operational and/or business concern. If you or someone you know has a gambling 

problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT

DDDDDDRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAWWWWWWWIIIIINNNNNNNNGGGGGGGG  OOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNN  DDDDRRRRRRAAAAAAWWWWWWIIIIINNNNNNGGGGGG OOOONNNNNN AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAPPPPPPPPPPRRRRRRRRIIIIILLLLLLLLL 22222277777,,,, 2222220000111111133333333   AAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTT 9999999999PPPPPPPPPPPMMMMMMMMMMPPPPPRRRRRRIIIIILLLLL 22227777,, 2222000011113333 AAAAAATTTTT 99999PPPPPPMMMMMM
EEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRNNNNNNNNN  EEEEEAAAAAARRRRRRNNNNNN EEEEEEEEEENNNNNNNTTTTTTRRRRRRRRRIIIIINNNNNNTTTTRRRRRRIIIIIEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSS SSSS DDDDDDDDDDAAAAAAAAAAAIIIIILLLLLLLLLYYYYYYYYYY  IIIIIINNNNNNNNNN AAAAAAIIIIILLLLLYYYY IIINNNNNN AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAPPPPPPPPPPPRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIILLLLLLLLL!!!!!PPPPPRRRRRRIIIIILLLLL!!
EEEEEAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRNNNNNNNNN 33333333XXXXXXXX EEEEAAAAARRRRRNNNNN 333XXXXX EEEEEEEENNNNNNNTTTTTTRRRRRRRIIIIINNNNNTTTTRRRRRIIIIIEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSS  OOOOOOONNNNNNNNNN SSSS OOOONNNNN TTTTTTTTTTTUUUUUUUUUEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSDDDDDDDDDAAAAAAAAYYYYYYYYYY,,,,, AAAAAYYYYY,, AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAPPPPPPPPRRRRRRRIIIIIILLLLLLLLL 2222222333333PPPPPRRRRRIIIIILLLLL 22223333

*May not accurately represent model won.

Bus Transportation and 
Group Packages Available

NEW
RIDE & PLAY

BUS PROGRAM
STARTS
MAY 1ST

Special to the Okeechobee News/YMS

Students of the week
Yearling Middle School is proud to announce its choices for Students of 
the Week for April 4, as follows: front -- Kevin Gonzalez-Velasquez, Mariah 
Spelts, Cecilia Ceja and Alejandra Platero; back -- Ricky Perez and Guadal-
upe Mojica. Not pictured is Jamie Nott.

Special to the Okeechobee News/EES

Students of the week
Everglades Elementary students achieving excellence in the classroom for 
the week of April 8-12 include: kindergarten students, Gaven Collier, Patryk 
Jaskot, Jevon Peters, Diego Luviano Navarro; fi rst grade students, Abigail 
Medrano, Janeesha Cooper, Hailey Carter, Susanna Garcia, Jose Ortega; 
second grade students, Kristin Horn, Justin Conti, Claudia Alvarado, Kay-
lee Reichert, Kaylee Connelly, Tessa Quinlin, Reed Mattson; third grade stu-
dents, B’ellana Schlosser, Kimberly Hight, Francisco Hernandez, Mason Tarr, 
Westyn Boone, Cynthia Serrano; Fourth grade students, Balin Webb, Kayla 
Morgan, Destiny Kirkland, Joshua Baldwin, Mason Turner; fi fth grade stu-
dents, Gloria Seca, Juan Leon, Taylor Lacertosa, Zoe Croft and Taylor Jen-
nings. Congratulations to our many outstanding students.

Federated Republican Women’s Club forming
The Okeechobee County Federated Republican Women’s Club has been established 

and is inviting new members to join. The club meets at Cowboy’s in the private din-

ing room on the last Tuesday of every month. Membership paperwork can be picked 

up at a meeting or by sending an e-mail to OkeechobeeCFRW@gmail.com. Any other 

information can be obtained by contacting the club president, Josie Weeks-Elliott, at 

863-634-8474.



the homes better and stronger and we do 
have a better quality housing in the county,” 
she said. If the money is used to help pur-
chase a home, and the home goes into fore-
closure, the SHIP funding has not helped 
anyone.

The Local Assistance Housing Plan, or 
LHAP, is the document that sets forth the 
strategies and criteria for administering the 
State Housing Initiative Partnership (SHIP) 
Program. Okeechobee County’s current 
LHAP expires June 30, 2013. To maintain 
eligibility to receive SHIP funds, an updat-
ed LHAP must be submitted to the Florida 
Housing Finance Corporation on or before 
May 2, 2013. 

The 2013 legislative session indicates 
SHIP funds will be available for the upcom-
ing funding cycle. The county recognizes 
there would be a need to hire an individual 
to administer the program should the coun-
ty receive funding for the upcoming cycle. 
Administration funds are limited by the state 
and cannot exceed a certain percentage of 
the total amount awarded.

Commission Chairman Frank Irby said 
participation in SHIP requires a 15-year com-
mitment from the county to oversee the use 
of the funds.

Commissioner Joey Hoover said fund-
ing for SHIP comes from doc stamps and if 
the county does not apply for the funding, 
someone else will receive the money that 
was collected in Okeechobee County.

“They will still collect doc stamps whether 

we take them or not,” agreed Mrs. Chartier.
“I am concerned with plummeting hous-

ing values,” said Commissioner Bryant Cul-
pepper. “We have people who can’t pay 
their taxes and may lose their homes. This 
is continuing to bring our property values 
down.”

He suggested the county look into a Sec-
tion 8 program, which provides rental assis-
tance for low-income residents.

“Every month we are getting foreclo-
sures,” said county attorney John Cassels. 
He explained that if a SHIP home goes into 
foreclosure the county is involved as a sub-
ordinate lien holder. He said the banks often 
drag foreclosures out, especially if there are 
code enforcement issues because they don’t 
want the expense of cleaning up the prop-
erty.

“We’ve had foreclosures we’ve been 
dealing with since 2009,” he said. The der-
elict houses bring down neighborhoods.

The county has a cost in staff time to deal 
with the foreclosures, said Mrs. Chartier, but 
beyond the loss of the grant money and the 
cost of defending these foreclosures, the 
county does not have a fi nancial risk. After 
a foreclosure, the property usually ends up 
back with the bank.

Commissioner Ray Domer wondered 
if the county should stop participating in 
SHIP.

“We have a signifi cant amount of de-
faults,” said Mr. Irby. “If we get them into 
a home and they default, we’re hurting 
them.”

“The question I always think of when I 
am looking at these is did the county actu-
ally help or did the county make them reach 
father than they should have,” said Mr. Cas-

sels. “Perhaps the house was too much for 
them. I see over and over again, they just 
can’t seem to hold onto it.”

Mrs. Chartier said the SHIP funding al-
lows the applicants to buy a home if the 
payments are less than 30 percent of their 
income. Maybe 30 percent is too much, she 
said. Mr. Domer said many houses are more 
affordable now due to the economic down-
turn.

“You can buy a house that was out of your 
reach now at $60,000 when it was $200,000 
a few years ago,” agreed Mr. Cassels. “But 
can you afford to maintain all of the things 
that go with that more upscale house?”

Commissioner Margaret Helton said she 
was concerned about the 15-year obligation 
to monitor the houses in the program.

Mr. Domer asked if a housing authority 
would step in and take it over if the county 
decided to stop handling SHIP. Mrs. Chartier 
said the county would still have to apply for 
the funding and then pass it along to a hous-
ing authority to administer.

Mr. Hoover said applying for the fund-
ing puts the county’s “name in the hat,” but 
does not obligate them to accept the funds.

The commissioners agreed to continue 
the discussion at their next meeting. Should 
they choose to pursue the funding, they 
could still make the May 1 deadline.
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BAR-B-Q & STEAK CO.

202 NE 7th Ave
All You Can

Eat Baby 
Backs

999$

margaritas 
all day

$1

1Lb Rib Eye

9913$

live musickaraoke

All You Can
Eat Catfish

999$
25 cent drafts

Every 

Weekend
Weekend

$ 994

   Rack Baby 
Back Ribs

with 6 golden
shrimp and 1 side

1299$
ladies night 6-10pm

All You Can
Eat Baby 

Backs
with 2 sides

1399$ $ 00

Slow Roasted
Prime RIb

w  Baked Potato  Salad

19
(Starting at 4pm)

4 Piece
Fried Chicken

Dinner

8 99$

15% church 
discountkaraoke live music live music

Okeechobee

Live Music Starts
       pm

1/2

@9
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SHIP
Continued From Page 1

According to Deputy Holmes the teen 
said he took the BB gun to school so he 
could sell it, although he said he didn’t show 
it to anyone at school.

After Wilkinson reportedly pointed the 
pistol at the female student, the report in-
dicated that she got up from her seat and 
moved to the back of the bus “... because 
she didn’t want to make a scene.”

“She stated that she was in fear of her life 
because she did not know if the gun was 
real or not,” stated Deputy Holmes.

Assistant Superintendent of Schools Joani 
Ard said the district is still gathering informa-
tion on the incident to be sure it has been 
fully investigated. She said district policy ad-
dresses different levels of weapons, but a BB 
gun is considered a dangerous object.

“What can increase the consequences is 
if the dangerous object is used in conjunc-
tion with a threat,” she said. “That’s why 
there’s a lot of investigation that needs to be 
done.”

Deputy Holmes’s report states that Wilkin-
son said he “... was just playing around.”

GUN
Continued From Page 1



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

Just like at Publix, you can depend on our helpful, 

knowledgeable Publix Pharmacy associates. 

To truly care about you and your health. Give you 

answers on prescription and over-the-counter 

medications. And work hard to help you feel better. 

Trust us to have your best interests at heart—including 

ways to save money, with these FREE medications: 

antibiotics,* lisinopril,** and metformin.***

Publix at Northlake Village  

3551 US Highway 441 S. Okeechobee

Pharmacy Hours: 

Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.–8 p.m. 

Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. 

Sun. 11 a.m.–5 p.m. 

Pharmacy Phone number: 863.763.0428

Everything you  
love about Publix. 

And more.

Publix Pharmacy 
now open at 

Northlake Village.

publix.com/pharmacy

*Up to a 14-day supply of select antibiotics. 

**All strengths included. Maximum 30-day supply (60 tablets). 
    Lisinopril-HCTZ combination products excluded. 

*** All strengths of generic immediate-release metformin included. 
       Maximum 30-day supply (90 tablets).

To stay 
comfortable, 
just stay put.

Since the icomfort Wi-Fi® lets you adjust 
your home’s temperature from anywhere 
in the world using a smartphone, laptop 
or tablet, you don’t have to get up to get 
comfortable. 

Offer expires June 14, 2013
CAC014022

(863) 763-6742
208 SW 5th. Avenue 

Okeechobee, FL 34974

*Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. System rebate offers range from 
$300 - $1,100. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more information on the credit 
guidelines. © 2013 Lennox Industries, Inc.

RECEIVE UP TO A 

$1,100 rebate*

when you buy a qualifying  
Lennox® Home Comfort System.

AND

Up to $500 in Federal  
Tax Credits** 
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

Local deputies worked extra hard to see to 
it that local youth were safe and had a ‘dry 
spring’ during their recent spring break.

From March 4 to April 7 the Okeechobee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce (OCSO), along with 
the Florida Sheriff ’s Task Force, staged Opera-
tion Dry Spring. This fi ve-week operation was 
aimed at stopping underage youth from buy-
ing and using alcohol, tobacco and different 
types of synthetic drugs.

The local operation led to 21 arrests, as 
well as the seizure of 18.5 grams of marijuana 
and prescription medication.

According to OCSO Detective Corporal 
Shane Snyder, who led the operation locally, 
there were four instances of local businesses 
selling alcohol to minors, and three incidents 
where tobacco products were sold to mi-
nors.

There were also: four juveniles arrested on 
misdemeanor marijuana possession charges; 
four juveniles arrested for possession of alco-
hol; three juveniles arrested for possession 
of tobacco; one juvenile arrested on a felony 
charge of possession of a controlled substance 
(oxycodone); and, one juvenile was arrested 
at a local school by a school resource offi cer 
on a misdemeanor pot possession charge.

“Your sheriff ’s offi ce is taking a fi rm stance 
against selling these products to our under-
age youth,” said OCSO Major Noel Stephen. 
“These businesses will be tried and inspected 
regularly. This will aid us all in regard to the 
youth possessing and using these substanc-
es.”

The goal of Operation Dry Spring was pre-
venting potential emergency-related incidents 
linked to alcohol and drug use. In 2010, nearly 
190,000 people under the age of 21 visited an 
emergency room for injuries or conditions 
connected to underage drinking.

In addition, the use of synthetic drugs such 
as bath salts and Spice is on the rise with over 
7,000 reported incidents in 2011, compared to 
some 3,000 in 2010.

“Through Operation Dry Spring the Flori-
da Sheriff ’s Task Force has addressed an im-
portant issue in our state—the safety of our 
youth,” said Highlands County Sheriff Susan 
Benton, who is also the president of the Flor-
ida Sheriff ’s Association (FSA). “The Florida 
Sheriff ’s Association is extremely proud of the 
hard work and dedication from all those that 
participated in Operation Dry Spring.”

The Florida Sheriff ’s Task Force pools re-
sources from the 67 sheriff ’s offi ces in the state 
to address specifi c areas of concern. That task 
force is also the point of contact for statewide 
initiatives, which includes helping to staff the 
State Emergency Operations Center and coor-
dinating sheriffs’ offi ces responses to storm-
ravaged communities during hurricanes and 
other disasters.

21 arrests made in Operation Dry Spring

By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Stan Curren came before the Okeechobee 
County Board of County Commissioners at their 
April 11 meeting with questions about the lease 
for his hanger at the Okeechobee Airport.

Mr. Curren owns the hanger but the airport 
land belongs to the county.

With eight years left on the lease, Mr. Curren 
explained that he may sell the hanger or he may 
refi nance it.

But before he can do either, he must resolve 
some problems with his lease with the county.

“I have three people who want to buy the 
hanger and a bank that wants to refi nance,” ex-
plained Mr. Curren. “When I had a survey done, 
the legal description does not match the lease.

“Over the years when I signed the leases, the 
bank required a survey and we used meets and 
bounds,” he said. “The banking regulations have 
changed.”

He said that although the hanger has been 

used as a business since the 1970s, there is a zon-
ing issue as it is not classifi ed by the county as a 
commercial hanger.

Because of the zoning issue, the tenants can-
not get an occupational license, he continued.

County attorney John Cassels said more re-
search will be required into the issues involved.

“Your legal description issue is something I 
think we can deal with,” said Mr. Cassels. “We’ll 
look into commercial versus what it is now and 
the issues it is causing.”

Airport hanger zoning questioned at county meeting



OCSO Major Noel Stephen on Friday morn-
ing. “Please be aware of where your children 
are and what is going on around you. If you 
see this man, vehicle or anything suspicious, 
please call us immediately.”

Mrs. Bell said the mother of a 4-year-old 
boy in the Douglas Park area was working 
around her house and thought her son was 
watching television. But, when she went 
to check on her son he wasn’t there. She 
stepped outside and saw him riding his bi-
cycle down the street.

She went to her son and asked him why 
he was so far away from his home, and he 
told her that a man had tried to get him into 
a van so he rode away.

The mother then called the sheriff ’s of-
fi ce.

Mrs. Bell said that the incident took place 
around 11:53 a.m.

Just a few hours later, an 11-year-old girl 
stepped off her school bus at its stop in De-
Berry Gardens. As she walked up the drive-
way to her home the blue van followed her.

Mrs. Bell said the girl walked to a neigh-
bor’s home and asked the woman there to 
pretend to be her mother. The girl’s mother 
was not home at the time.

The woman went to the van where she 
actually spoke to the man. Mrs. Bell said 
the man told the woman he was selling 
women’s clothing, purses and perfume. But 
when she asked to see his wares, he replied 

he didn’t have any with him. He then told 
her that he would return with samples the 
next day (Friday, April 12).

Mrs. Bell said neither child was harmed. 
She added that the man never got out of his 
van and never touched either child.

Once deputies had gathered information 
regarding the man OCSO Deputy Sergeant 
Mark Roberts, who heads up the OCSO 
School Resource Offi cer (SRO) program, 
notifi ed SRO deputies in local schools. 

Assistant Superintendent of Schools Joani 
Ard said once the schools had the informa-
tion it was immediately passed on to school 
bus drivers in case they saw the van near a 
bus stop. After that, all of the administrators 
were contacted. But, as of Friday afternoon, 
students had not been told about the inci-
dents.

“It’s a tricky situation. We want to make 
sure students are safe, and in this height-
ened sense of problems around the nation, 
you don’t want to frighten them if it’s not 
necessary,” said Mrs. Ard. 

She did add, however, that the informa-
tion was placed on the school district’s Fa-

cebook page Friday afternoon, as well as its 
web site.

“And, an automatic e-mail will go out to 
parents and guardians,” she said.

Mrs. Bell, who is also a member of the 
OCSO sex offender unit, said there are cur-
rently 100 sexual offenders and predators in 
Okeechobee County. She said it’s not known 
if the man in the blue van is one of those 
offenders, or if he came here from another 
county.

No one saw the license tag on the van, 
she added.

She said if anyone encounters this man 
they are asked not to engage him in any 
manner, but to immediately call 9-1-1.

Until then, she said OCSO personnel “are 
searching diligently for that blue van.”
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Indian River State College
Quality | Convenience | Affordability

Summer Classes Begin May 8th
REGISTER NOW!

Dixon Hendry Campus • 2229 N.W. 9th Avenue
1-866-792-4772 • www.irsc.edu 

Financial Aid available to all who qualify

florida.newszap.com

Check out these 
new features:

• Daily Local 
 News Updates
• New interactive 
 and easy to
 navigate format
• Plus much, 
 much more!

Come see for 
yourself!

MOVIE TICKETS:
Adults
$6.50

Children 12 & under 
$5.00

Senior Citizens
$5.00 all movies

Matinees
$4.50

Fri., Apr. 12TH - 
Thurs., Apr. 18TH

For Info, Call
763-7202

I: “TYLER PERRY’S 
TEMPTATION”

Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, 
Sat., Sun. & Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 

7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

III: “SCARY MOVIE 5”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, 

Sat., Sun. & Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 
7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

II: “GI JOE: RETALIATION”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, 

Sat., Sun. & Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 
7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

PG-13

PG-13

PG-13
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By Eric Kopp
Okeechobee News

An assistant principal at Okeechobee 
High School was arrested after she allegedly 
slapped a former boyfriend who refused to 
return the couple’s child to her because she 
appeared to be intoxicated.

Traci L. Brown, 35, S.W. 28th Ave., 
Okeechobee, was arrested Thursday, April 
11, on a misdemeanor charge of domestic 
battery. She was booked into the Okeecho-
bee County Jail under a $2,500 bond.

An arrest report by Deputy Justin Akins, 
of the Okeechobee County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
(OCSO), stated that the ex-boyfriend took 
the couple’s child to Brown’s home per an 
agreement between them. The report indi-
cates that when the man arrived he found 
Brown “... on the couch passed out.”

The man then left and took the child 
home with him.

Some time later Brown reportedly 
showed up at the man’s home and wanted 
to take her child home with her. But the man 
would not let her take the child because she 
was intoxicated, added the report.

At that point Brown allegedly slapped the 
man in the face.

Deputy Akins stated that the child was in 
the home at the time and did not witness the 
incident.

According to the deputy he could smell 

alcohol on Brown’s breath, and her eyes 
were bloodshot and her speech was slightly 
slurred.

The arrest report goes on to indicate that 
when he told her she was under arrest she 
refused to cooperate and Deputy Akins stat-
ed he had to “... push her against the car and 
use the car to subdue her into handcuffs.”

At that point he gave the former boyfriend 
the keys to Brown’s car and took her to jail.

When contacted, Assistant Superinten-
dent of Schools Joani Ard said the school 
district was still gathering information about 
the incident and no decision had been made 
on Brown’s future with the school district.

“Right now, the case is in the hands of 
the sheriff ’s offi ce and the state’s attorney,” 
said Mrs. Ard in a phone interview Friday af-
ternoon. “As far as consequences, they will 
be in accordance with our policies and state 
statute.”

She went on to add that, with any arrest, 
they are required to contact the state who 
could also have sanctions.

Mrs. Ard said Brown has no prior arrests.
“We would not have hired her if there 

was anything that would have given us the 
impression she had a history that this was 
something in her personality,” said Mrs. 
Ard.

Brown has been with the school system 
for two years.

Assistant OHS principal 
charged with battery

VAN
Continued From Page 1

Hershey’s Track and Field 
games set for May 10

Hershey’s track and fi eld games are 
coming to Okeechobee County Parks 
and Recreation on Friday, May 10, from 9 
a.m. until 1 p.m. at the Okeechobee High 
School stadium/track, 2800 U.S. 441 N. 
Signup deadline is Friday, April 19. For 
information, go tot www.co.okeechobee.
fl .us/parks or call 863-763-6950.



By Katrina Elsken
Okeechobee News

Okeechobee County commissioners 
showed no interest Thursday in a sugges-
tion that the county should draft taxi regu-
lations.

Brian Runyon of Runyon Taxi Service 
in Okeechobee was on the agenda for 
the April 11 meeting of the Okeechobee 
County Board of County Commissioners 
with a request that the county adopt taxi 
regulations similar to those of the City of 
Okeechobee.

Currently, the city requires that taxi com-
panies have a business license. The county 
does not.

“Anybody and everybody can go and 
start a business without having the proper 
documentation,” said Mr. Runyon. “You 
could have people who are child molestors, 
people who are rapists, driving around and 
picking people up.”

He said it is not unusual in Okeechobee 
County for parents to call a taxi to transport 
a child.

“We’re just trying to make it more safe 
for the people in the community,” he said.

Mr. Runyon said in order to obtain a city 
business license, a business must pay for 
background checks for drivers and must 
carry commercial insurance on the ve-
hicles.

Many of the taxis based outside the city 
limits just have regular car insurance, he 
said.

County Commissioner Bryant Culpep-

per said he is concerned about non-uni-
formity between the county and the city 
rules.

He said a taxi owner can escape the 
city rules by opening their business in the 
county even if they drive the taxi into the 
city limits.

“If you’re going to have a set of rules 
make them uniform and fair,” he said.

In the county, “all you have to do is get 
a minivan and you’re in business,” he said. 
“My feeling is that we have a responsibility 
to protect the public.”

Deputy county administrator Jim Three-
wits said they have only had one complaint 
about a taxi driver in the county and it was 
referred to the sheriff ’s offi ce.

Commissioner Joey Hoover said requir-
ing a county business license could open 
the county to more liability.

“If we do regulate it then we do become 
liable because we are telling people that we 
have done a background check,” he said.

Mr. Hoover said he is not in favor of 
passing more business regulations.

“Why am I making a law to regulate 
something that is not presenting itself as a 
problem?

“If a deputy or highway patrol sees you 
driving around with bald tires or a tail light 
out, they’re going to stop you anyway,” he 
said.

“To me it’s an enforcement issue,” said 
Commission Chairman Frank Irby. “Who 
would enforce it?”

He said if they ask to see proof of insur-

ance, how do you know they don’t drop 
the insurance a week later?

“A much larger industry in Okeechobee 
County is the fi shing guide business,” said 
Mr. Hoover. “They take people on their 
boats with people who don’t know them.

“The fi shing industry in Okeechobee 
county is an integral part of our livelihood. 
If the county commissioners, both sitting 
and prior, don’t have cause to regulate a 
major industry such as that, why would 
we get involved in a minor industry such 
as taxi cabs?

“There hasn’t been a problem—why 
add government regulation?” he asked.

“We feel it needs to be done,” said Mr. 
Runyon.

“You can be proactive or reactive,” said 
Mr. Culpepper. “We have become a society 
that has become reactive instead of proac-
tive.

“I’m a fi rm believer in protecting the cit-
izens,” he said. “I think a bass boat going 
out on the lake is totally different.”

Mr. Culpepper added that if a taxi is in 
an accident and does not have suffi cient 
insurance, it does cost the county.

“If these people get hurt and they don’t 
pay, guess where they go. They go to Raul-
erson Hospital to be treated and if they are 
indigent the bill comes back to the county,” 
he said.

The board took no action on Mr. Ru-
nyon’s request.
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104 NW 7th Ave.
Okeechobee

863-763-4010
or 

888-874-2945

Lic. RE Broker
Auctioneer# AU2579.

1,430 Acre Ranch

 in Eastern 

Okeechobee County

Offered Exclusively by:
The Tucker Group, LLC
Call Brandon Tucker (772) 201-8722

$3,750
per acre

Northern 1300 Acres SOLD 
8/24/2012 century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave. • Century21okeechobee.com

David Hazellief, 863-610-1553
Betty Hazellief, 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt, 863-634-7069

Dee Reeder, 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104 • Se Habla Español
4000-M: Buckhead 
Ridge Move in con-
dition, roomy w/lg 
family rm overlooking 
water, plenty of stor-
age rm. 1200 Total Sq 
Ft. Some appliances, 
new seawall, shed 
and more! $99,000 
MLS #206632

NEW LISTING

LAKE ACCESS

LAKE ACCESS

FORECLOSURE5035-M: Tall Pines 
(NE 4th LN) 2/2.5 MH, 
move in condition. 892 
Total Sq Ft/700 under 
air. Nice lot, shade 
trees, new water sys, 
two sheds. Great for 
east coast commuters! 
$35,000 MLS #206583

3000-M: Treasure 
Island 3/2 Double-
wide MH 1,404 un-
der air/1,536 TSF, 

fenced. Easy to see. 
Make Offer! $39,900 
MLS #206636

5033-M: Foreclo-
sure Viking DW 
MH on 1.25+/-acre. 
Large rear deck, 
Built in 2002, 1536 
Total Sq Ft/1152 un-
der air. Large work-
shop.  $29,900 MLS 
#206723

5012-H: Basswood 
3 bd/2 ba Modu-
lar house. Built in 
2006,  1040 Total Sq 
Ft, concrete drive 
that leads to car-
port/shed. Easy to 
show! $56,000 MLS 
#206693

2003-M: Taylor 
Creek, MH w/addition, 
lg workshop, screen 
front porch, large 
covered back deck, 
seawall, furnished, 
roof under 5 yrs old,  

a 3/2. $69,000 MLS 
#206694

• Indian Hammock Two 2+/- acre parcels $35,000 Make Offer! • Lot behind SunTrust Bank $18,000 • 5+/-acres NW 
30th Ter $42,000 • Dixie Ranch 4+/-acres $30,000 • Basswood Lot 124x125 $6,000 Make Offer! • ½ acre in Edgewa-
ter $14,000 Make offer! MLS #206356 • 40+/- Acres of vacant/pasture land in the Fort Drum area. Paved street in front 
$120,000 NOW $118,900 MLS #206360 • 319+/-acres on Hwy 441 N $4,000,000 • 55+/-acres on SR 710 $330,000. 
Make Offer! • Foreclosure 4 lots SE of 441(½  acre). Motivated Seller each building site at $4,500 NOW $3,900.

Vicki S. 
Anderson,

Lic. RE Broker

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee 

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net
www.andersonrealtyco.com

Lori Mixon

Visit us at our new location
1306 SW 2nd Avenue
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County takes no action on taxi licenses

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News

The median strips on S. Parrott Avenue 
from the intersection with Park Street south-
ward to Walmart will soon be looking better 
thanks to the efforts of Okeechobee Main 
Street.

Main Street recently received notifi cation 
that a grant they applied for last summer 
from the Florida Department of Transporta-
tion (FDOT) has been approved. The grant 
application required detailed plans for land-
scaping. The plan submitted by Main Street 
included several varieties of palms and na-

tive grasses and an irrigation system.
Maureen Burroughs, of Main Street, said 

that within a few days she expects to receive 
instructions on how to proceed with the 
project which must be completed by June 
of 2014.

The $100,000 grant requires $17,000 in 
matching funds which will be supplied by 
the City of Okeechobee. According to City 
Administrator Brian Whitehall, after the proj-
ect is completed the city will enter a main-
tenance agreement with the department of 
transportation.

Main Street to landscape city medians



Animal Management Systems Specialist  

McArthur Farms, Inc., has two openings for an Animal Management Systems Specialist. 
Duties include studying effects of herd management practices, processing methods, 
feed, and environmental conditions on quality and quantity of milk production; develop-
ing and implementing improved practices related to feeding, housing, sanitation, milk-
ing, and parasite and general disease control; conducting research related to animal 
nutrition, breeding, and herd management to improve health and milk production; ad-
vising employer about improved products and techniques that could enhance herd and 
milk production; recommending and implementing procedures to improve health, milk 
production, and artifi cial insemination. Must have a Master’s Degree in Animal Produc-
tion or the foreign equivalent degree. As an alternate requirement, the employer will 
also accept a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree or the foreign degree equivalent. 
Must also have twelve months of international dairy farm training and comprehensive 
knowledge of animal artifi cial insemination. 
Location of employment is 1550 N.E. 208th Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972. Interested 
persons send resume to: John Gilliland, VP of Dairy Operations, at the preceding ad-
dress.

IMMEDIATE OPENING
THE OKEECHOBEE UTILITY AUTHORITY (OUA) has 
an immediate opening for an Accounts Payable/Pay-
roll Clerk.   This position will require a minimum two 
years prior bookkeeping experience and working 
knowledge of Microsoft Word and Excel. The pri-
mary responsibilities are compiling and maintaining 
accounts payable records, payroll records, and pay-
roll processing.  Applicant must have excellent com-
munication, organizational, and analytical skills.  As 
an employee of the Okeechobee Utility Authority 
you will be provided with health benefi ts, paid vaca-
tion/sick leave and a pension program. The OUA is 
a drug-free work place.  If you feel that this type of 
position and professional career is your goal, please 
visit our offi ces at 100 SW 5th Avenue, Okeecho-
bee, Florida  34974 or www.ouafl .com to com-
plete an application.  Applications will be accepted 
until May 2, 2013.  AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER (M/F/V/D) DRUG-FREE WORK PLACE

Found young male Pit-
bull, very sweet dog in 
Treasure Island on 
4/11. Please call 
863-532-8013

House Sale! 3443 SW 
23rd St., Okee, Moving, 
Selling all contents of 

home and garage. 
Everything must go! 

April 19, 20, 21

We Buy Estates
Antiques, Collectibles, 

Household, Tools, 
Jewelry and etc.

Call 863-697-8906

Services available for 
the elderly - shopping, 
errands, transportation. 
Call for an appt. Debra 
801-9215 leave mes-
sage

Need help understand-
ing algebra, geometry 
or basic math? Call an 
experienced MATH TU-
TOR at 863-623-4747. 
Contact Sharon, math 
specialist and former 
math teacher. Rea-
sonable rates.

CONSTRUCTION

Established Okeecho-
bee construction com-
pany seeks skilled 
carpenters and alumi-
num installers to com-
plete home-
improvement projects 
in Okeechobee and sur-
rounding counties.  
Successful candidate 
possesses leadership 
ability, is a motivated 
self-starter and is expe-
rienced in all aspects of 
construction and or alu-
minum work.  Docu-
mented work 
experience, trade tools, 
and driver’s license is a 
requirement .Computer 
literacy is a plus.  Com-
petitive salary commen-
surate with experience.

  Please fax resume to 
863-582-9509 

or apply in person at 
2625 US Highway 441 
SE. Okeechobee FL. 

34974.

MANAGEMENT

Established Okeecho-
bee construction com-
pany seeks F/T person 
to manage the offi ce 
and permit application 
process in Okeechobee 
and surrounding 
counties.  Successful 
candidate possesses 
leadership ability, is a 
motivated self-starter 
and is experienced in 
all aspects of construc-
tion permitting.  Com-
puter literacy is a 
requirement.  Competi-
tive salary commensu-
rate with experience.

  Please fax resume to 
1-863-582-9509

ROOFING

Established Okeecho-
bee roofi ng company 
seeks F/T person to in-
stall roofi ng products in 
Okeechobee and sur-
rounding counties.  
Successful candidate 
possesses leadership 
ability, is a motivated 
self-starter and is expe-
rienced in all aspects of 
Roofi ng. Documented 
work experience, trade 
tools, and driver license 
is a requirement. Com-
puter literacy is a plus.  
Competitive salary 
commensurate with ex-
perience. 

 Please fax resume to 
863-582-9509 

or apply in person at 
2625 US Highway 441 
SE. Okeechobee, FL 

34974.

TERMINAL 
COMPLIANCE 

SUPPORT
Southeast Milk is now 
hiring a Terminal Com-
pliance Support person. 
This person would be 
responsible for main-
taining the yard and 
cleaning and ensuring 
the trucks are in good 
repair. 
Position is full time per-
manent at 40+ hrs per 
wk. Full benefi ts plans 
to include medical, 
dental, vision, Life, 
AD&D, STD, LTD, 
401K. 

Access  
www.southeastmilk.org 

to complete an 
Employment 
Application. 

Email completed 
applications to 
thazelden@

southeastmilk.org 
or mail them to 
P.O. Box 3790 
Belleview, FL 
34421-3790. 

BE YOUR OWN BOSS
Operate a 

WEEKEND ONLY
Snack bar/Concession 

Stand
At a local establishment

Low start up cost
Please call 

(863) 634-5818

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Employment
Full Time

Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the INI
USA. All advertising is sub-
ject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
INI USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Found

Garage/
Yard Sales

Services

Services

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

Business
Opportunities

Employment
Full Time

Business
Opportunities

Employment
Full Time

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.
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Basswood - 2 BR 1BA  
Cute brick home, NW 
34th Ave. Ctrl. Heat/Air, 
new carpet, paint and 
bath $675/mo. Move in 
$675 plus $600 security 
561-723-6355.

Covered RV lot #265 w 
family room. at Blue Cy-
press Golf & RV.  $325 
monthly w/lease.  On 
water.  Call now. 
(863)697-3132

WANTED-Highwaymen 
Oil Paintings. H. New-
ton, A. Hair, A.E. Back-
us, R.A. McClendon, G. 
Buckner, J. Hutchinson. 

Big $$
Call 772-562-5567

Real Estate Services

Collectibles

Niagra Massage Reclin-
er with Radiant Heat. 
New $1,200 asking 
$175.00 O.B.O. 
863-763-3768

Junk Yard Jim- travel 
trailers, mobile homes, 
tractors, golf carts, 
lawn mowers, autos, 
trucks, boats, BARTER, 
BUY OR SELL 
954-553-6966 or 
239-628-8795.

2/1 Oak Lake 60A 
Remodeled. $700 incl
water 1st, last, $500 sec 

Call 863-634-3312.

2bdrm/1bath Duplex 
in town. Walking dis-
tance to stores, NO 
PETS, First, Last & Se-
curity $550.00 a month 
863-634-2820

Furniture

Miscellaneous

VERY NICE 2BR/1BA 
Apt on water/No pets/No 
smoking/$750.00/month 
unfurnished or $850/mo.  
furnished/1st and se-
curity (772)216-6340 or 
(772)216-1597

 Business For Sale or 
lease with property. 
Drive Thru Convenant 
Store. Please contact 
Mithu 561-301-6180

Taylor Creek Condo - 
2/1, On water, Pool, 
Dock. $850/mo + 1st & 
sec. Short term rates 
also available Call 
(863)634-8756

FURNISHED 2/1 
W/FLA ROOM & 

GARAGE LOCATED 
IN KINGS BAY.  

LONG OR SHORT 
TERM.  

(863) 467-4371.

Apartments

Business Places

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

Houses - Rent

OKEE - 1002 SE 8th Dr.  
Newly Remodeled. 2 br. 
1 ba. $650. All appls., 
tile fl oors, hurricane 
windows. Immediate 
occupancy. Last, sec. $ 
ref. Chris 863-447-3282

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!



Need
EXTRA MONEY?

107 SW 17th St • Suite D

Inquire Within

NO PHONE CALLS

STEP OUT YOUR 
BACK DOOR INTO 

YOUR BOAT. 
NICELY FURNISHED 

1 BEDROOM, 1 
BATH BLOCK HOME 
LOCATED ON RIM 
CANAL. LONG OR 

SHORT TERM. 
(863)447-0742.

Owner Financing- 3 
bdrm 2 bath 8 year old 
house on 1 acre 
$3,500.00 down 
$931.42 a month. Call 
Beverley 863-634-2820

Build your dream home 
on a beautiful lot ad-
joining the golf course 
in The Oaks of Blue 
Heron. $25,000.00 

  Call 863-634-2820

Large fenced lot with 
oak trees in Treasure 
Island - Zoned for 
houses or mobile 
homes. $18,000.00 

  Call 863-634-2820

3bd/1ba 2005 Mobile 
Home located in Clewis-
ton at Tropical Mobile 
Home Village. has 
10x16 shed w/electric, 
asking $28,000 Call 
863-228-5415

Okeechobee County Schools
Drug Testing

Committee Meeting

Okeechobee County School Dis-
trict will hold a Drug Testing Com-
mittee meeting at 5:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 17, 2013, in the 
School Board Meeting Room 
#303, 700 SW 2nd Avenue, Okee-
chobee, to discuss a possible ran-
dom student drug testing policy.  
The meeting is open to the public.  
Questions may be directed to 
863-462-5000, Ext. 226.

Ken Kenworthy
Superintendent
440926 ON 4/14/2013

Mobile home on canal, 
2bd/1ba, $125. week, 
$500. dep, water and 
trash incld, Treasure Is-
land. 863-634-9990

55+ Park For Sale or 
Rent w/option to buy. 

9441 Hwy 78 
West,Adult Park, 

3BR/1.5BA, Fully fur-
nished,W/D, Big Florida 
room,Lots of updates. 

$15,000 OBO 
(219)384-3407

Palm Harbor Retirement 
Community Homes

$8,500 off, 2/2 & 3/2 
from $39,900

Call John Lyons  
800-622-2832 ext 210 

for details
http://www.palm

harbor.com/
model-center/plantcity/

              Okeechobee KOA RV SHOW
                 4276 US Highway 441 South
                    Okeechobee, FL 34974

Friday, April 17th - Saturday, April 20th 
9am - 6pm

“Many Nice New and Pre-Owned Certifi ed 
RV’s, we beat any ones prices.  Free Trade 

Appraisal at the Show”

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot 
Call 941-347-7171

CASH FOR  CARS  
No Title Needed, 
Any Condition. 

268junk.com
Located in Okeechobee

Call (863)484-2012

1970 FORD TRUCK 
 REDUCED TO $500.00
 CALL 904-502-4171

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 47-2013-CA-000074

JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, SUCCESSOR BY MER-
GER TO CHASE HOME FINANCE LLC, SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO CHASE 
MANHATTAN’ MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
     Plaintiff,
VS.
JOHNNY J. HERNANDEZ A/K/A JOHNNY HERNANDEZ, et al.,
     Defendants.
 

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: JOHNNY J. HERNANDEZ A/K/A JOHNNY HERNANDEZ
Last Known Address: 9160 SE 63RD DR., OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974
Also Attempted At: 316 E KINDERMAN DR, AVONDALE, AZ 85323;5311 W 
STATE AVE, GLENDALE, AZ 85301-1936 AND 8451 SW SPRINGHAVEN AVE, 
INDIANTOWN, FL 34956
Current Residence Unknown
  
   YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the fol-
lowing described property:
  LOTS 1 AND 2, BLOCK 9, OKEECHOBEE HAMMOCK, SECTION 2, AC-

CORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, 
PAGE 43, PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

has been fi led against you and you are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it, on Choice Legal Group, P.A., Attorney for 
Plaintiff, whose address is 1800 NW 49TH STREET, SUITE 120, FT. LAU-
DERDALE FL 33309 within thirty (30) days after the fi rst publication of this 
Notice in the (Please publish in THE OKEECHOBEE NEWS) and fi le the origi-
nal with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plaintiff’s attorney or 
immediately thereafter; otherwise a default will be entered against you for 
the relief demanded in the complaint.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order 
to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance. Please contact Corrie Johnson, ADA Coordina-
tor, 250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, 
(772) 807-4370 at least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or 
immediately upon receiving this notifi cation if the time before the scheduled 
appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
SPANISH: Si usted es una persona discapacitada que necesita alguna adapta-
ci6n para poder participar de este procedimiento o evento; usted tiene dere-
cho, sin costo alguno a que se le provea cierta ayuda. Favor de comunicarse 
con Corric Johnson, Coordinadora de A.D.A., 250 NW Country Club Drive, 
Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, Fl. 34986, (772) 807-4370 por lo menos 7 dias 
antes de que tenga que comparecer en cone o inmediatamente despues de 
haber recibido asta notifi caciOn si es que falta menos de 7 dias para su com-
parecencia. Si tiene una discapacidad auditiva o de habla, llame al 711.
KREYOL: Si ou se yon moun ki kokoba ki bezwen asistans ou aparey pou ou 
ka patisipe nan prosedu sa-a, ou gen dwa sari ou pa bezwen peye anyen 
pou ou jvven on seri de ed. Tanpri kontaktd Corrie Johnson, Co-ordinator 
ADA, 250 NW Country Club Drive, suite 217, Pont St. Lucie, FL 34986, 
(772) 807-4370 O’mwen 7 jou avan ke ou gen pou-ou par& nan tribunal, ou 
imediatman ke ou resevwa avis sa-a ou si 16 ke ou gen pou-ou ale nan tri-
bunal-la mwens ke 7 jou; Si ou pa ka tande ou pale byen, rele 711.
   WITNESS my hand and the seal of this 9th day of April, 2013.

SHARON ROBERTSON
As Clerk of the Court

BY: Tina Espinosa
As Deputy Clerk

440945 ON 4/14,21/2013

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
 THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No. 
472013CA000003CAAXMX

Bank of America, N.A.
     Plaintiff
Vs.
DEANNE HARDEN, STANLEY L. 
HARDEN, JR., MICHAEL SADLER, 
TRACY HARDEN SADLER, et al
     Defendants
 

NOTICE OF ACTION

To the following Defendant:
  BASSWOOD HOMEOWNERS
  ASSOCIATION, INC.
  C/0 THOMAS L TAYLOR,
  3101 N.W. 37TH AVE
  OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972
 
  MELISSA SADLER
  1663 BRANDYWINE RD., APT 5114,
  WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33409

  9742 SW 61ST DRIVE,
  OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974

  1021 OHANA WAY, UNIT 104
  NORTH PORT, FL 34289

  1845 SW 53RD STREET,
  OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 

Business
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Houses - Rent

for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the 
following described property:
  LOT 24, BLOCK 51, BASSWOOD 

UNIT 5, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 51, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEE-
CHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

  A/K/A 2625 NW 34TH AVENUE,
  OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972
Has been fi led against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it, on 
Udren Law Offi ces, P.C., Attorney for 
Plaintiff, whose address is 4651 
Sheridan Street, Suite 460, Holly-
wood, FL 33021 within thirty (30) 
days after the fi rst publication of this 
Notice in The Okeechobee News 
and fi le the original with the Clerk of 
this Court either before service on 
Plaintiffs attorney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a default will 
be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint.
  You have 30 calendar days after 
the fi rst publication of this Notice to 
fi le a written response to the at-
tached complaint with the clerk of 
this court. A phone call will not pro-
tect you. Your written response, in-
cluding the case number given above 
and the names of the parties, must 
be fi led if you want the court to hear 
your side of the case. If you do not 
fi le your response on time, you may 
lose the case, and your wages, mon-

ey, and property may thereafter be 
taken without further warning from 
the court. There are other legal re-
quirements. You may want to call an 
attorney right away. If you do not 
know an attorney, you may call an 
attorney referral service or a legal 
aid offi ce (listed in the phone book).
This notice is provided pursuant to 
Administrative Order No.2.065.
In accordance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, if you 
are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation 
in order to participate in this 
proceeding, you are entitled, at 
no cost to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. Please 
contact Corrie Johnson, ADA Co-
ordinator, 250 NW Country Club 
Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie, 
FL 34986, (772) 807-4370 at 
least 7 days before your sched-
uled court appearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving this 
notifi cation if the time before 
the scheduled appearance is less 
than 7 days; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 711.
  WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court this 3rd day of April, 2013.

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

As Clerk of the Court by:
By: Linda F. Young

As Deputy Clerk
440416 ON 4/7,14/2013
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www.newszap.com
click on

classifieds

ACROSS
1 Extraterrestrial

factor in creating
much of Earth’s
carbon-14

11 ’90s TV toon
therapist

15 “The Defense
Never Rests” 
co-author

16 You may bid on it
17 Circulation aid
18 Five-time

Wimbledon
winner

19 American Fur
Company
founder

20 Firenze field
21 “__ to Canaan”:

Carole King hit
24 Harris trickster
27 Sin tax, e.g.
29 Take-charge type
30 __ Genevieve:

Missouri county or
its seat

31 __-ovo-vegetarian
32 Cry of delight
34 Low life?
36 Remote drivers?
40 Attached, as

some decals
42 Certain elephant
43 Dander
46 Pro __
47 Miss Hungary of

1936, familiarly
48 Where

Massenet’s “Don
Quichotte”
premiered

51 Grate
52 Obscured
53 Edge
55 Desert antelope
56 Insolvent bailout

beneficiary
61 Michelle Phillips

was one in the
’60s

62 Man in the street
63 Hot times in 48-

Across
64 Coconut-flavored

cocktail

DOWN
1 Ozone-

threatening
compound

2 Word of support
3 Half of dodici
4 Black garnets

5 Spoonbill’s cousin
6 “No way!”
7 Inflexibility
8 Served in a

creamy cheese
sauce

9 Word of support
10 Lexicon abbr.
11 Word from the

Turkish for
“roasted meat”

12 Subj. of Cold War
tests

13 Asphalt trap
14 Fallopian tube

traveler
20 Bolívar’s

birthplace
21 Coach of Nadia

and Mary Lou
22 Physical, e.g.
23 Danish shoe

brand
25 Martin’s partner
26 Iran’s Mohammad

Shah __ Pahlavi
28 Dried out, with

“up”
32 Busybody
33 1962 chart topper

whose title subject
“doesn’t do what
everybody else
does”

35 “Never Wave at
__”: 1952 film

37 “__ With a ‘Z’”:
1972 TV 
special

38 Miss
39 Breeze
41 Crew members
43 Arrival

announcement
44 Find very funny
45 Catalytic 

protein

47 Group of signs
49 Gulf state
50 47-Down 

member
54 Block brand
56 Reheat, in a 

way
57 Duct opening?
58 Grammy-winning

Steely Dan 
album

59 Doze
60 Mauna __

By Barry C. Silk
(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 07/02/11

07/02/11

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

Crossword Puzzle

Reading a newspaper leads
you to the best products

and services.
No wonder newspaper

readers earn more money!

Do Your Part! RECYCLE 



2 Serving the communities south of Lake Okeechobee May 27, 2010

Buy a Home Delivery or Mail subscription for 
$6 a month

and receive an E-Subscription FREE*
Your local news

available right at your 

fingertips!
Call (863) 763-3134 today!

*When you enroll in our EZPAY subscription plan

Stay in the know with an

E-subscription
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Special to the Okeechobee News
The 10 & Under Okeechobee County Parks & Recreation Youth Basketball 
League Undefeated Champions are the Hawks sponsored by J & E Fencing: 
(back row) Coach Preston Baker, Pherian Baker, Sergio Montalvo, Ramone 
Baker, Lane Edwards, (front row) Wilton Williams, Emerson Billie, Quayton 
Billie and Chadrick Williams.

Youth Basketball Champions

Special to the Okeechobee News
The 12 & Under Okeechobee County Parks & Recreation Youth Basketball 
League Undefeated Champions are the Pistons. Pictured are: (back row) 
Even Neil, Luzana Venzor, Jayla Newton, Coach Eddie Neil, (front row) Simi-
ya Washington, Elton Pelt, Mark Youmans and Devante Lullman.

Special to the Okeechobee News
The 14 & Under Okeechobee County Parks & Recreation Youth Basketball 
League Undefeated Champions are the Celtics, sponsored by G & K Tractor 
Service. Pictured are (back row) Coach Javaris Johnson, Austin Campbell, 
LaQuavius Williams, Juanyae Ford, Christyann Aldridge, Logan Ortiz, Don-
nie Watson Jr., Coach Oscar Ford, (front row) Kobe Crews, Antawyn Fludd, 
Preston Arnold and Rafe Edwards.
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